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what 


The  man.Thecigarett 
themselves. 

Ordinary  cigarettes  just  do 
Camel  Riters  has. 

Its  blend  of  Turkish  and  Domestic  tobaccos 
*    gives  him  what  he  smokes  for. 
Pleasure.  Satisfaction.  ./^^ :  . 
A  Camel  Riters^lV^an^'uriaerstands  why  the  . 
best  times  are  often  the  simplest. 
DO  you? 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
Thai  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 
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UPFR€>Mr 


by  Allan  Girdle 


VROOM 

Back  when  I  was  racing,  the  high  point 
of  my  motojournalism  year  was  an 
end-of-season  report,  in  which  I  detailed 
events  entered,  money  spent,  results,  etc. 
Due  to  the  sad  fact  that  despite  seven 
years'  effort,  steel  nerves  and  lightning 
reflexes  I  never  actually  managed  to  win  a 
race,  this  report  usually  contained  within 
its  title  the  phrase  How  I  Suffered  My 
Annual  Heartbreak. 

So  now,  in  the  fifth  year  of  my  retire- 
ment, I  have  sulTered  an  annual  heartbreak 
without  even  getting  on  the  track. 
I  mean  to  do  something  about  that. 
Patient  readers  will  recall  the  saga  of 
Red  Rooster  II,  my  partially  restored  and 
completely  inauthentic  version  of  a  replica 
of  a  GP  Honda.  Couple  weeks  after  I  got 
Rooster  running  around  on  both  cylinders, 
I  figured  I  ought  to  be  able  to  take  part  in 
the  vintage  bike  event  that  is,  to  me,  the 
best  thing  on  the  program  at  the  Laguna 
Seca  Formula  750  races.  Never  mind  that 
my  ride  has  only  brand  name  and  body 
work  in  common  with  a  real  vintage  road 
racer,  the  guys  who  own  outmoded  racing 
bikes  are  by  the  nature  of  their  hobby  a  bit 
whacko,  so  it  seemed  worth  at  least  filing 
an  entry. 

It  wasn't.  The  nice  people  who  promote 
the  race  said  there  wasn't  going  to  be  a 
vintage  event  for  1978.  Seems  the  1977  old 
crock  show  was  a  lot  of  bother.  The  promo- 
tion crew  had  to  telephone  scores  of  people 
and  track  down  owners  and  like  that.  They 
decided  the  time  and  effort  could  be  better 
spent  on  promoting  the  actual  race,  so  they 
cancelled  the  vintage  class. 

A  day  or  so  later  I  was  sulking  about  this 
to  Tony  Murphy,  west  coast  Can- Am  rep, 
demon  road  racer  and  owner  of  several 
Manx  Nortons.  I  got  more  than  a  sym- 
pathetic ear: 

"Why  don't  we  put  on  the  race?"  he 
asked. 

Well,  why  not? 
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Bill  Boyce  of  the  AMA  was  carefully 
cordial.  He  liked  the  idea  of  having  vintage 
iron  at  the  race,  but  he  wasn't  as  keen  on 
the  thought  of  old  riders  on  old  tires 
having  young  ideas,  i.e.  actually  banging 
bars  and  .scraping  pegs.  Would  we  settle  for 
a  parade? 

No.  The  thing  about  getting  old  enough 
to  fool  around  with  old  bikes  is,  you  know 
how  good  you  are  and  you  settle  for  that. 
(In  my  case  I  expect  there  to  be  a  lot  of 
daylight  between  my  knees  and  the 
ground.  Darryl  Bassani  has  made  a  lovely 
set  of  replica  megaphones  for  Rooster, 
concealed  mufl[Iers  within  the  cones  and 
everything.  I  have  no  plans  to  drag  the 
chrome  on  the  pavement.) 

But  the  AMA  didn't  say  no.  Back  at  the 
promoter's  office,  they  took  it  under  ad- 
visement. Then  the  final  word. 

Sorry,  but  the  proposal  was  too  vague, 
too  informal  and  too  late.  They'd  have  to 
work  out  insurance.  The  only  open  time 
was  between  750  heats  and  surely  I  could 
understand  why  they  worried  about  25  old 
bikes,  mostly  British,  perhaps,  uh,  altering 
the  surface  of  the  track  before  KR  and  Co. 
got  going  really  fast. 

I  could  understand  that.  Come  back 
next  year,  they  said,  and  that's  just  what  I'd 
like  to  do. 
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Now  then. 

First,  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  aboi 
the  appeal  of  old  machines.  There  ai 
several  active  organizations  doing  for  roa 
race  cars  what  isn't  being  done  for  bike 
They  have  their  own  meetings,  and  tht 
provide  an  attraction  at  the  real  races,  an 
they  have  a  place  to  use  their  machines. 

The  crowd  loves  it.  They  went  wild  ov< 
the  vintage  bikes  at  the  1977  'Seca  race 
They  come  by  the  tens  of  thousands  to  sfi 
the  old  cars  at  the  same  track  ever)  year, 
have  stood  for  hours  in  a  dusty  pasture  ju 
for  a  look  at  World  War  II  fighter  planes  i 
action  and  I  was  one  of  thousands. 

The  same  will  apply  for  old  racing  bike 

What  we  don't  have  now  is  a  club  for  ol 
racing  bikes.  Maybe  we  don't  need  a 
actual  club  in  the  dues-paying,  electinj 
new-officers  style.  More  like  a  mailing  li 
is  what  I  have  in  mind. 

I  propose  to  call  it  Vintage  Racers  C 
Old  Motorcycles,  which  shortens  nice 
into  VROOM.  (Right.  I  came  up  with  tl 
initials  first  and  then  wrestled  wore 
around  until  they  fit.) 

Rules?  Informal,  partially  because  we 
need  all  the  members  and  supporters  v 
can  get,  and  partially  because  unless 
figure  out  a  loose  set  of  regulations  my  bil 
won't  be  eligible.  Being  a  good  loser  hasr 
made  me  a  sportsman,  y'know. 

First,  the  member  bike  must  be  an  ou 
moded  road  racer.  Really  outmoded.  J< 
Springsteen's  last  year's  XR750  doesn't  f 
A  KR750  does  fit.  Survivors  of  obsole 
formulas,  is  what  I  have  in  mind.  Tl 
Nortons.  The  production-racer  CR  Hoi 
das.  All  Ducati  Singles.  Bultaco  Metralla 
Next,  the  bike  need  not  actually  be  one  i 
the  racers.  It  can  be  a  duplicate,  that  is, 
road-going  machine  that's  been  revis€ 
into  an  authentic-looking  racer  of  the  p. 
riod.  There  will  be  no  year  limit.  If  we  g 
enough  members,  all  we  gotta  do  is  ha^ 
classes,  with  pre-war  in  one  event  and  pos 
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CL1000 


competition 


Horizontally-opposed 
four-cylinder  engine  

Liquid  cooling   

Overhead  cams  driven 

by  silent  toothed  belt  

Enclosed  shaft  drive  

center  pod  housing 
all  major  electrical 
connections  

Five-amp  accessory  jack  

Tank-mounted  instrument 
console  with  temperature, 
fuel  level  and  voltage  gauges 

Fuel  tank  located  under 

the  seat  for  low 

center  of  gravity  

Three  disc  brakes  

Over  1750  dealers 
across  America  


The  1979  Honda  GL100 


If  you're  the  Wnd  of  rtder  who 
considers  a  ride  from  the  Great 
Lakes  to  the  Gulf  a  short  hop, 
you're  Ih  the  market  for  a  new 
Honda  Gold  wing'"  GL1000. 
You're  also  in  the  market  for 
some  pretty  good  competition 
to  the  Gold  wing. 

Naturally,  we  believe  the  new 
'79  CL  to  be  the  best  tourer 


available.  We  should;  we  make  It. 
But  we  also  believe  the  best  way 
to  sell  you  one  Is  for  you  to  sell 
yourself.  Stop  by  your  nearest 
Honda  dealer.  Check  out  the  new 
GL1000.  Check  out  the  competi- 
tion. See  which  bike  has  the  best 
features  and  characteristics  for 
you.  we  think  you'll  end  up  agree- 
ing with  us  and  going  the  dis- 


tance on  a  cold  wing.  But  which- 
ever way  you  go,  ride  safely  and 
responsibly  for  your  sake  and  the 
future  of  motorcycling. 


COiMC  STRONGS 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection. 

For  free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept.  CW19GL.  Box  50.  Gardena,  California  90247.  i 


)1979  AHM. 


i 


Weathersealed  to  protect  contents  from  dust  and  rain. 
Permanently  mounted  tops^ concealed    g  , 


Holds  two  helmets 
plus  other  things. 


front  hinges,  and  chrome  lid  stays 

Custom  Mounts  are  available 
tor  most  touring  bikes. 


King  Size  Bag  holds 
Star-type  helmet- 
plus  more. 


all  luggage  racks. 


Two-inch-thick 
Backrest  Pad 


Stainless  steel 
5-pin  cam  locks 


Hand-polished 
chrome  plated 
Bag  Guards. 


Combination  stop,  tail 
and  directional  light. 


First  Class 
Accom  modations 

Extra-large  carrying  capacity,  top  styling  features  and 
high  quality  construction. .  .three  Important  things  to  look  for 
when  choosing  Saddlebags  or  Tote  Boxes.  Bates  has  them  all 
in  these  beautiful,  hand-polished  fiberglass  accessories. 
Also,  your  choice  of  colors,  striping  and  Guard  Ralls. 
For  future  fun  and  enjoyment  from  touring,  why  not  go  first 
class  with  Bates  today? 


BATES 


the  "quality  people" 


Make  and  model  of  cycle  

Custom  Colors  DGL  1000  Red,  Lemon  OZ-I  Brown,  Green 
Flbarglau  Saddlebag*  □  Black  DWhiie  OCustom  Color  $40  00  ex  ^ 

□  King  Size  with  Rear  Refl— $134.50  DWith  1?v Light— $142.50  , , .  _ 

Striping— $20  00  pr  DBIack  DWhite  OGold    _ 

DBag  Mount*— $26  95  DBag  Guards  shown  on  Bag— $39  95  , .  _ 

Fiberglass  Tote  Box  DBIack  □  White  DCustom  Color  $25,00  ex,  ,  _ 
C  Standard  Size— $79  50  □  King  Size— $89,50    _ 

□  Custom  Trim  Rails  (shown  on  Tote  Box)— $15,95  pr   _ 

Striping— $15,00  OBIack  DWhite  DGold  DGL  1000  DZ-I    _ 

Plus  shipping  and  insu»ance  (10%  or  $10,00,  whichever  is  less)  ,  ,  ,  _ 
Total  Amount  Due   □  Check   □  Money  Order  enclosed  lor   $_ 


Send  order  to  Accessary  House,  Box  1770-WB,  Long  Beach,  Calif.  90801 

and  include  your  complete  name,  address  and  telephone  number 

□  $2  00— Rush  me  all  the  full-color  Bates  Accessories  and  Leathers  Catalogs 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A_ 


mOTOROClS 

fflccHflnics 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 

Chicago  Campvt  ?M0  North  Mjlil«d  Strrel  Chtcago  lllmoit  317-9»-077l 


Flond*C»mpu»  13700  NW  I9lh  *«e    Bay  1 


I  Florida  330S«  305  646* 


r 


Name 


Age 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

□  I  am  a  veteran. 
Telephone 


Address 


City 


Stale 


Zip 


war  in  another.  It  will  help  to  make  a  bette 
show. 

That's  the  big  selling  point,  I  reckon. 

For  us  and  for  them. 

Right  now,  there  isn't  much  being  dont 
Some  of  the  bikes  I  have  in  mind  arc  bein 
collected,  with  a  vengeance.  Everybod 
knows  a  Manx  Norton  is  something  t 
have,  so  they  sell  for  many  thousands  o 
dollars.  They  have  charisma. 

And  some  don't.  Within  the  past  mont 
I've  seen  three  Meirallas  for  sale  for  les 
than  $1,000. 

Few  things  lose  value  quicker  than  a 
outmoded  racer.  Mostly  you  can't  use  it  fo 
anything  except  racing,  so  when  it  can't  b 
raced  with  any  hope  of  success,  it's  tw 
wheels  and  an  illegal  (or  hopeless)  engint 
There  are  countless  examples  gatherin 
dust  in  the  backs  of  garages  all  across  th 
country.  They  aren't  being  cared  for  be 
cause  they  can't  be  used. 

If  we  had  a  club,  we  could  use  them. 

Given  a  fleet  of  clean  racers  that  mak 
all  the  good  sounds,  we  could  offer  to  tak 
part  in  the  big  races,  Laguna  to  Louder 
Every  genuine  professional  AMA  roa 
race  must  have  some  time  on  the  prograr 
for  a  vintage  bike  show. 

We  can  fit  into  some  other  events  as  wel 
Shortly  after  we  lost  our  bid  for  Lagun 
Seca,  I  got  a  telephone  call  from  a  ma 
who  owns  both  old  bikes  and  cars.  The  ca 
guys,  known  as  the  Classic  Sports  Racin 
Group,  were  organizing  a  vintage  meet  a 
Sears  Point  and  wondered  if  there  wouli 
be  any  interest  in  a  motorcycle  class. 

Yes.  Thanks  to  the  good  offices  a 
Charles  Morey  at  Cycle  News  (weeklie 
move  eight  times  faster  than  monthlies 
the  word  went  out  and  at  this  writing  som 
thirty  owners  have  signed  up  for  the  even 
(It  will  take  place  next  month.  Henry  wi 
report  and  I  will  be  back  east  at  the  time 
Make  that  two  heartbreaks  in  one  year.) 

Meanwhile,  I  cannot  be  an  officer  i 
VROOM  because  it  would  be  a  conflict  c 
interest;  I  don't  believe  the  press  shoul 
also  be  active  in  clubs  and  the  like.  Yoi 
can't  report  fairly  on  your  own  action 
after  all.  Further,  my  superiors  here,  th 
men  whose  offices  have  windows,  add  tht 
I  have  plenty  to  do  getting  the  magazin 
out  as  is. 

What  I  can  do  is  use  this  space  for 
good  cause.  Any  and  all  owners  of  vinta§ 
racing  bikes,  all  makes,  all  models,  a 
mechanical  conditions;  if  you'd  like  to  sig 
up  for  some  sort  of  roster  that  will  get  us 
place  to  ride  the  bikes  and  have  a  goo 
time  and  strike  a  blow  for  the  preservatio 
of  deserving  equipment,  drop  a  note  wit 
name,  address  and  machine. 

Now  I  think  I'll  get  back  to  work.  Re 
Rooster  II  is  suffering  an  attack  of  w  hat  w 
technical  types  refer  to  as  nasty,  gumm 
red  stuff  in  the  fuel  tank. 

Next  year  we'll  be  ready. 
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Get  this  beautiful  cap 
free  with  the  purchase 
of  any  Arthur  Fulmer 
helmet.* 


mer.  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Offer  expires  June  30, 1979. 


What  made  Don\^yne 
'abandon  his  Trans-Am? 

The  KZIOOO  LTD. 


Kawasaki  believes  in  riding  safely.  Check  local  laws  before  you  ride.  Member  of  AMA,  MIC  and  MSF. 


^-4 


Don,  himself,  couldn't  explain  it  It  sneaked 
up  on  him.  An  irresistible  urge,  as  though 
the  LTD  had  plucked  him  from  his  can 

There  was  something  about  the  custom 
styling  and  special  graphics  that  straight- 
ened your  back  and  let  you  walk  real  easy. 
It  was  one  of  a  kind.  Lowdown,  mean,  and 
eye-grabbing... a  strictly  limited  edition. 

And  to  that  you  had  to  add  the  power 
After  all,  when  you  got  down  in  that  body- 
contoured  custom  stepped  seat,  you  were 
sitting  over  a  1015cc,  4-stroke,  4-cylinder, 
double  overhead  cams,  KZ  engine. 

A  machine  to  move  you  and  thrill  you 


with  all  the  muscle  you  could  ever  need. 

Could  it  be  the  all  new  features  of  the 
LTD?  The  vacuum-controlled  accelerator 
pump  carburetor  that  gives  you  quicker 
acceleration.  Or  the  automatic  cam  chain 
tensioner?  The  newly  designed  cast  alloy 
wheels  with  a  16"rear  tire?  Was  it  the  dual 
front  and  single  rear  drilled  disc  brakes, 
or  that  extra  low  center  of  gravity  that  kept 
you  smiling  through  the  comers? 

Nobody  was  really  sure . .  .but  without 
the  LTD  they  knew  they  were  missing 
something.  Something  they  could  only  get 
from  a  Kawasaki. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


CLASSICAL  INTEREST 

With  the  growing  interest  in  British  clas- 
sics, not  much  in  material  is  available  for 
younger  readers.  We  are  announcing  the 
U.S.  distribution  of  a  new  magazine  "Clas- 
sic Bike."  It  is  dedicated  to  classics;  Ve- 
locette.  Gold  Stars,  Vincents.  Nortons. 
Ariels.  etc.  Road  tests,  color  photos,  etc. 
are  also  in  each  issue.  The  magazine  comes 
out  quarterly,  is  mailed  in  an  envelope  to 
protect  pages  and  costs  $10  per  year. 
Buzz  Walneck 

Walneck's  Vintage  Motorcycles  Sales 
7923  Janes  Ave. 
Woodridge,  111.  60515 


DEFENDING  MY  KL250 

I  enjoyed  the  article  "Bikepacking"  in 
you^  September  1978  issue  in  which  you 
evaluated  the  popular  four-stroke  Single, 
dual-purpose  motorcycles.  These  com- 
parison type  stories  are  great,  and  I 
thought  you  were  fair  in  your  test. 

Let  me  explain  why  I  choose  the  KL250. 

After  riding  and  evaluating  all  four  at 
various  Tulsa  dealerships.  I  took  into  con- 
sideration service  and  quality  of  the  dealer 


parts  dept.  Then  price.  I  purchased  the 
KL250  for  $1095.  My  first  choice  was  the 
Honda  XL250,  it  was  $200  more,  the 
Suzuki  SP370  was  $300  more  and  the 
Yamaha  was  $400  more  and  I  would  have 
to  wait  three  months  for  delivery. 

I've  been  riding  for  over  30  years,  racing, 
touring  and  just  playing.  I've  owned  al- 
most every  brand  and  I  must  say  all  motor- 
cycles are  a  compromise  of  sorts.  You  can't 
expect  a  dual-purpose  bike  to  tour  like  a 
BMW.  scramble  like  a  YZ,  ride  trials  like  a 
Bultaco  or  out  run  a  Zl-R. 

After  1500  miles  I'm  more  than  satisfied 
with  my  choice  in  the  KL250.  The  engine 
is  spotless,  never  any  oil  leakage.  It  starts 
on  the  first  kick  and  handles  well,  consid- 
ering what  it  was  designed  to  do.  I  get  70 
mpg  not  48  mpg  like  you  said  (remember 
the  air  cleaner  was  dirty).  The  bike  seems 
to  be  bulletproof  and  dependable. 

I  also  rated  the  bike  fourth  but  every- 
thing considered  I'm  happy  with  my 
choice. 

Rod  Davis 
Bixby.  Okla. 

10  BEST  BIKES 

You  have  a  great  magazine  and.  as 


usual,  I  was  anxious  to  get  my  10  best  bike; 
issue.  However,  I  was  quite  surprised  tc 
find  that  you  chose  the  Honda  Hawk  ove: 
the  RD400.  Your  primary  reasons  wen 
that  the  Hawk  wins  the  box  stock  class  o: 
road  racing. 

As  an  AAMRR  expert  class  road  racer, ) 
had  to  let  you  know  that  such  is  not  the 
case  in  WERA  and  AAMRR  events  when 
we  enjoy  some  of  racing's  great  tracks  it 
Bridgehampton  and  Bryar  Motorspor 
Park. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  very  few  Hawks  an 
raced  at  all,  probably  for  some  reasons  tha 
should  be  a  consideration  in  your  choice 
cost  and  ease  of  maintenance.  The  RD  ha! 
no  spokes  to  true,  no  cam  and  valves  t( 
wear  and  adjust,  plus  disc  brakes.  Thes( 
features  make  it  easier  to  get  into  and  sta; 
into  amateur  road  racing. 

The  RD's  two-stroke  engine  gives  it  fa 
more  potential  for  modification  into  othe 
classes  later  on.  The  Hawks  smoke  s( 
badly  on  the  track  sometimes  that  it's  hare 
to  tell  it's  a  four-stroke. 

Two  years  ago  I  bought  an  RD400  parti; 
because  you  felt  it  may  have  been  th( 
world's  first  perfect  motorcycle.  Aftei 
continued  on  pa^e  h 


HOLIDAY 

BUYERS 
SPECIAL 


Rittar  Prot*c1)v«  Pads  -  The  best 
guaoty  on  the  market  AM  plastic  pro- 
tection—except shoulder  caps— are 
of  nsw  fleiibie  type  that  mold  to  lit 
your  body  Bicep  straps  are  fully  ad- 
justable with  Veicro  fastener.  The 

only   pad  with  nb  protection.  Fully 

washable  34.95  Mt 


Hydron  No.  810  Thr««  Finger 
Mlttani  -  Quality  suede  leather 
gloves  with  lull  waterproof  nylon  cuff 
Same  quality  and  features  as  style 
No  820  listed  above  but  in  a  three 
finger  mitten 

Order  color:  Black  -  size  Small.  Me- 
dium. Large,  X  Large        17.9S  pr. 


Hydron  No.  820  FIvo  FIngor 
GIOVO*  -  Oualiiy  suede  leather 
gloves  with  full  cuff 
Full  comfort  features: 

•  Double  msuiaiion— sub  zero  tricol 
loam  inner  liner— brushed  nylon 
pile  outer  liner 

•  Reinforced  stitching 

•  Adjustable  straps 

•  Self  contained  pouch  in  cuff  holds 
waterproof  nylon  cover  for  gloves 
Veicro  closure 

Order  color  Black  -  Size  Small.  Me- 
dium, Large.  X  Large         17.95  pr. 


Tlo  Downs  -    Ancra"  type 
duty  -  V  nylon  mesh 
Order  color  ReO  or  Blue      8.95  pr. 


ProfMalonat  MXL  Qlovaa  -  Sott 
calf  sKin  gloves  with  plealod  knuckle 

backing,  retnlorced  thumb*  and  palm, 
nylon  ventilated  gussets  Red  or  Yel- 
low with  Black  paddmg  Size  Small 
Medium.  Large  a  X  Large  19.95  pr. 


\  MXL  Snappar  Qoggia  -  The  only 

/      goggles  actually  designed  by  and  lor 
'       motorcyclists    Clolh  covered  foam 
cushion  and  aupw  wide  adlustable 
strap 

Order  color  While  frame     9.0S  pr. 
X  600-Scralch  Resistant  Lens 
H  600-Fog  Free  Lens  ' 


MXL  Kidnay  Baits  -  Top  guanty 
cowhide  construction  Flexible  sup- 
port  struts  prevent  rolldown  Sturdy 
e<ast<c-nylon  wrap  arounrls  Large 
area  Valero  fasteners  One  size  fits 
all  Maximum  comfort  and  durability 

*17.95  aa. 

'Including  carrying  bag 


Kids  MX  Qiovas  -  Caif  skm  gloves  with 
silicone  finger  and  knuckle  backing, 
nylon/cotton  stitching  ai  all  stress 
points  Red  or  Veiiow  with  Black  pad- 
ding Size  Small.  Medium.  Large 
7.95  pr. 


HalmatS  -  Top  quanty  hand  laminated 
fiberglass  Meets  all  necessary  street 
approvals  Normally  sen  for  twice  the 
price  All  fully  lined  and  beauiitully 
finished 


Solid  Color      Malal  Flak*      Candy  Appla 


101  -  Red 

102  '  Blue 
103-  YellOKi 
IDS  -  BlacK 
107  -  Orange 
tio  -  White 

$24.95 


201  •  ReO 

202  '  Blue 
204  •  Gold 
206  -  Green 
208  -  Bronze 

$27.95 


MXL  Unl-Racar  -  The  luii  face  gog- 
^  gie  designed  to  protect  you'  face 
from  rocks  and  dirt.  Ram  air  ventila- 
tion keeps  you  cool  The  oriy  lace 
guard  goggle  available  with  scratch 
resistant  or  fog  tree  lenses 
Color  White.  Black,  Red. 
frame  12.50  pr. 

X  700-Scratch  Resistant  Lens 
H  700- FoQ  Free  Lens 


T.  ENTERPRISES 
Box  67 
Belvldere.  N.J.  07823 


(Deluxe  velour  Interior- 
Rolled  necupiece-rubOer 
beeding.) 

301  -  Red 

302  -  Blue 
309  -  Sliver 

$37.95 


ZIP 


□  Bank  Amerlcard/Vlsa  D  Master  Charge  □  Money  Orde. 
□  Personal  Check    •Allow  2  weeks  to  clear 


ACCT.  NUMBER 


EXP.  DATE 


BANK  NUMBER. 


(MASTER  CHARGE  ONLY) 


PART  NO. 

DESCRIPTION 

QUAN. 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

CARD  HOLDER  SIGNATURE 


Total  Cost_ 
N.J.  Res.  Add  5%' 
Total  Amt.  Enclosed 


SOOKRACK 


Motorcycle  TurMog  U 


PETER  CABRICK 


MOTORCYCLE  TUNING  FOR  PERFORMANCE  by  Carl  Ship- 
man— Just  about  everything  you  need  to  know  to  get  max- 
innunn  perfornnance  from  a  stock  engine.  Adjustnnent  of  car- 
buretion.  ignition  and  gearing.  It's  easily  worth  the  price. $4.95 

HOW  TO  WIN  MOTOCROSS  by  Gary  Bailey  with  Carl  Ship- 
man— The  official  book  for  the  Gary  Bailey  motocross 
schools.  Racing  strategy.  Bike  preparation,  cornering,  sus- 
pension, jumps.  $5.95 

HOW  TO  SELECT,  RIDE  AND  MAINTAIN  YOUR  TRAIL  BIKE 
by  Doug  Richmond  — The  title  tells  it  all.  This  is  the  book  for 
you  if  you  want  to  try  your  hand  at  riding  the  rough  stuff. $5. 95 

THE  BOONIE  BOOK  by  Carl  Shipman  — Just  about  everyone 
below  the  level  of  grizzled  Class  A  enduro  veteran  will  benefit 
from  reading  this  book.  $4.95 

HOW  TO  RIDE  OBSERVED  TRIALS  JUST  FOR  FUN!  by  Carl 
Shipman  — Makes  you  a  better  dirt  rider  even  if  you  never  ride 
trials.  Everything  you  need  to  know  plus  complete  official 
rules  $4.95 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA  OF  MOTOR  CYCLE  SPORT  by  Peter 
Carrick— The  most  comprehensive  work  of  reference  on 
motor-cycle  sport  ever  compiled.  Included  are  histories  and 
biographies  of  the  people  and  events  from  the  early  1900s  to 
today.  $10.00 
BAHNSTORMER  (The  story  of  BMW  motorcycles)  by  L.J.K. 
Setright  — Tells  the  story  of  the  motorcycle  that  started  as  an 
aircraft  engine  builders  afterthought  and  became  the  univer- 
sal symbol  of  excellence  throughout  the  sport  of  motor- 
cycling. $12.95 

To  receive  your  copies  of  these  books  simply  print  the  titles 
you  want  on  a  piece  of  paper  along  with  your  name  and  ad- 
dress and  enclose  the  price  plus  75c;  postage  and  handling 
per  book  in  check  or  money  order  and  mail  to. 


P.O.  Box  C734 

524  Myrtle  Ave.,  Pratt  Stn. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.  11205 


D0007D 
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NOW  THE  ULTIMATE  STREET  BIKE 
ISAMATHROFCHOICE. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSOlfklAS  NEVER  FORGOTTEN 
THE  BASK  REUTIONSHIP 
BETWEEN  MIAN  AND  MOTORCYCLL 

In  motorcycling,  as  with  everything  else  in  life,  there 
is  an  opportunity  to  climb  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
To  be  number  one.  It's  also  a  fact  of  life,  that  only  a 
relative  few  have  what  it  takes  to  go  for  the  top.  ^SB 
For  those  of  you  who  do,  1200  cc's  of  raw  I// 
V-Twin  power  will  be  placed  at  your  immediatefig,l4/s> 
disposal— served  up  two  ways:  Let's  start  v^ith  the 
more  familiar.  The  1979  Super  Glide® 

We  support  the  Motorcycle  Saftey  Foundation  and  the  A.M.A.  and  believe  in  sal 


No  stock  street  cycle  has  ever  possessed  a  large: 
engine  displacement.  No  stock  street  cycle  has  ever 
claimed  to  pull  off  20  to  50  mph  in  5  seconds  flat— 
without  shifting!  Even  with  a  passenger  on  board. 

That's  more  than  an  awesome  show  of  power. 
That's  the  kind  of  ready-when-you-need-it  benefit  the 
vital  in  the  real  world  of  Peterbilts,  Greyhounds  and 
station  wagon  drivers  who  "just  didn't  see  you'.' 

For  1979,  we've  taken  the  Super  Glide  and  provide 
you  with  an  additional  lean,  low  and  powerful  choice. 

The  Introduction  of  the  Fat  Bob.  For  those  of  yc 
who  asked  us  for  a  Super  Glide  with  a  fat  bob  gas  tar 
now  you  have  it.  The  tank  is  split  with  the  instrument 

first.  Always  ride  with  lights  and  helmet.  Help  keep  insurance  costs  down; 


Cl 


aterial 


xl  mounted  in  the  middle.  Gas  capacity  is  3.5  gallons, 
hich  will  provide  you  with  more  than  150  miles  of 
uising. 

Like  the  Super  Glide,  Fat  Bob  will  also  feature 
arley-Davidson's  sure  starting  V-Fire™  ignition  system 
id  will  include  a  high-flow  air  cleaner  that  allows 
ore  air  to  reach  the  carburetor.  And  three  big  disc 
"akes  (two  in  front,  one  in  back)  provide  the  necessary 
opping  muscle. 

For  1979  you'll  be  able  to  grab  both  motorcycles 
J  the  horns,  as  we've  made  Buckhom  bars  standard, 
ot  only  do  they  look  better,  you'll  appreciate  a  notice- 
)le  increase  in  riding  comfort. 

k  your  bike.  Follow  owners  manual  for  maintenance.  Specifications  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


So  now  you  have  it.  The  ultimate  street  bike,  two 
different  ways.  Reflecting  over  75  years  of  constant 
refinements.  A  well-built,  carefully  crafted  motorcycle 
that  offers  incredible  low-end  torque,  immediate  power  at 
any  speed,  and  the  knowledge  that 
when  you're  on  it,  there's  nothing 
bigger.  This  is  the  last  move  up. 


m  !-   

-■  r 

Harley-Davidson 

UHnLVOUVE  BEEN  ON  A  HiUULEV-MVIDSONr 
YOU  HAVENS  BEEN  ON  A  PMnORCYCUL 


Copyrighted  material 


^ONT  PUSH  IT 


I  Lockhart  Cooler  System 
ir  dip-brazed  radiator 
lied  with  the  optional 
)iO  thermostat  for  cold  oil 
•control. 

i  liable  in  black  epoxy  or 
med  chrome.  Thermostat 
iible  separately  or  in  black 
nm  Kit. 


Get  a  Lockhart  cooler  system. 

Your  bike's  oil  can  break  down  when 
you  need  it  most.  Accessories,  passengers, 
hard  riding  and  motor  modifications  can 
build  up  heat  enough  to  cook  your  oil. 
After  the  additives  have  evaporated, 
sludge  settles  into  the  valve  guides,  piston 
rings,  and  bearings. 

Varnish  can  accumulate  in  the  motor, 
increasing  friction  and  cutting  power.  Hot 
oil  can  produce  balky  shifts  and  grabby 
clutch  operation. 

There  is  a  solution:  The  Lockhart  Oil 
Cooler.  The  lightest,  most  efficient  cooler 
made.  It  drops  oil  temp  down  to  safe 
levels,  protects  against  catastrophic 
breakdown.  Smooth  clutch  and  transmis- 
sion operation  is  restored. 

Our  exclusive  Dip-Brazed  Construction 
assures  corrosion  and  vibration  resistance 
for  long  life.  We  stand  behind  our  coolers 
with  a  Lifetime  Guarantee. 

We're  not  saying  everybody  needs  a 
cooler.  But  if  you  load  up  your  bike  with 
accessories,  ride  long  distances,  or  like  to 
really  crank  it  on  once  in  a  while,  don't 
push  your  luck.  Protect  yourself  with  a 
Lockhart  Oil  Cooler. 


OIL  COOLER  SYSTEMS 


continued  from  pa^e  10 
using  mine  on  both  the  street  and  the  track 
I  have  to  agree.  And.  it's  a  rare  motorcycc 
with  such  an  indestructible  crankshaft  am 
transmission  I  know  we'll  still  see  plenty  o 
them  long  after  production  has  ended. 

William  H.  Buo 
Hartford,  Connr 

HARLEY  HISTORY 

In  reference  to  Harley  Highlights.  Oct»l 
ber  1978  issue,  the  Harley-Davidson  45-i  i 
CID  opposed  Twin  shaft  drive  outfit  w;. 
indeed  only  a  military  model.  But  it  w;'. 
the  model  XA,  not  WD. 

My  two  Harley  shaftys  have  X> 
stamped  on  the  crankcases  with  the  serii- 
numbers.  And  my  original  military  fies 
manuals  list  this  machine  as  an  XA. 

Incidently.  Harley-Davidson  made  onn 
about  1000  of  these  machines  (some  s:? 
993  were  actually  built)  at  a  governmes 
cost  of  $3500  apiece.  Also  a  special  XA  wv 
made  with  solid  di.sc  wheels  (supposedt 
only  13  of  these  were  built).  And  1'' 
always  been  under  the  impression  that  til 
XA  was  a  copy  of  the  1938  BMW. 

Les  Snavely 
Bowmand,  N.I. 

ALCOHOL  AS  FUEL 

I  found  your  article  by  Mike  Grilll 
(August  1978)  on  use  of  alcohol  as  fui 
very  interesting,  informative  and  con 
plete. 

But  straight  alcohol  as  fuel  has  sont 
minor  disadvantages,  as  were  pointed  ok 
including  cost,  availability,  and  the  nece; 
sity  for  certain  modifications. 

On  the  other  hand,  use  of  alcohol  as  . 
additive  to  gasoline  may  offer  significat 
advantages  without  any  disadvantages.? 
have  found  that  the  regular  use  of  a  can  i 
dry  gas  (methyl  alcohol)  per  tankful 
Sunoco  260  (about  one  pint  per  five  g:j 
Ions,  or  about  IVi  percent)  improves  pet 
formance  of  my  BMW  60/5  remarkabc 
Idling  is  amazingly  smooth  at  only  a  f»l 
hundred  rpm,  as  is  pulling  in  high  geari 
low  rpm.  It  also  seems  to  provide  mo 
power  at  cruising  speed.  When  I  leave  o 
the  alcohol  I  clearly  notice  the  diflerenir 

With  88,000  miles  (much  of  it  pulling 
sidecar)  the  engine  has  never  bei; 
touched,  so  the  alcohol  hasn't  hurt  am 
thing  and  may  have  helped.  I  undoubteo 
have  some  carbon  build-up  and  I  get  coo 
siderable  pinging  even  with  Sunoco  2S 
unless  I  use  the  alcohol. 

Your  article  gave  me  some  clues  as  ; 
why  the  alcohol  helps,  e.g.  the  cooling  ai£ 
anti-knock  characteristics,  but  I  would 
interested  in  even  more  technical  informr 
tion  on  the  subject. 

Fred  Tausch.  Jil 
Lexington.  Ma£ 

conlinued  on  page 
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Now  YOU  Can  Be  A 

MOTORCYCL 


Motorcycle  Sales  Means 
Profits  for  Repairmen 

Cycles  are  big  business  . . . 
and  so  is  fixing  them!  There 
are  more  than  5  million  mo- 
torcycles registered  in  the  U.S. 
today.  Plus  an  estimated  mil- 
lion more  dirt  bikes.  No  won- 
der there  is  work  for  the 
skilled  repairman.  Because  op- 
portunities vary  in  different 
areas,  we  cannot  promise  you 
a  job.  But  a  survey  shows  that 
70.6%  of  our  graduates  seek- 
ing work,  found  jobs.  Rush 
coupon  for  FREE  illustrated 
brochure  and  full  information. 


Registered  Motor 
cycles   in  U.S.A. 
Source:  Stat.  Abs. 
—  U.S.A.  Prepared 
Bur.  of  Census 


Motorcycle  registration  in- 
creased by  nearly  300%  in 

ttie  ten  years  from  1965  to 
1975.  And  ttiere  were  over 
5  million  cycles  registered 
last  year  —  and  they  all  re- 
quire maintenance. 


II 


Motorcycle  Shops  Employ  Qualified  Mechanics 

Has  your  bike  ever  been  out  of  action  waiting  for  needed 
repairs?  Some  shops  don't  always  have  enough  mechanics  on 
hand  to  take  care  of  everyone  as  fast  as  they  would  like.  Oppor- 
tunities vary  from  place  to  place,  but  the  sale  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  motorcycles  a  year  in  the  U.S.  insures  a  continuing 
need  for  motorcycle  maintenance 

Thousands  of  New  Cyclists 

The  number  of  motorcycles 
registered  in  the  United  States 
has  increased  every  year  since 
1965.  And  now  with  higher  gaso- 
line prices  you  can  see  that  the 
incentive  to  switch  from  auto- 
mobiles to  motorcycles  for  regu- 
lar transportation  is  greater  than 
ever  before  . . .  not  to  mention 
the  thousands  of  new  dirt  bike 
riders  who  are  discovering  the 
thrill  of  this  action-packed  sport. 

More  Girls— More  Bikes  Each  Year 

If  you've  been  riding  your  bike  for  fun 
the  past  few  years,  you  can  see  for  yourself 
that  more  and  more  girls  are  taking  up  the 
sport.  And  this  means  more  bikes  every 
year  . . .  and  more  bikes  mean  more  motor- 
cycle repairs.  So  get  in  on  the  action  ...  get 
in  on  the  fun  —  start  making  money  as  a 
motorcycle  mechanic.  Rush  the  coupon 
today  for  free  facts  —  full  information. 

You'll  Be  the  Center  of  Attraction 
in  Your  Circle  of  Friends . . . 

Enjoy  the  admiration  of  friends 
and  neighbors  as  they  flock 
around  to  watch  you  tear  down 
and  tune  up  all  kinds  of  motor- 
cycles. And  just  think  of  the 
satisfaction  in  knowing  you've  got 
the  best  performing  bike  in  town. 
Plus,  you  can  make  extra  dollars 
fixing  motorcycles  for  friends 
and  neighbors. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR 

4500  Campus  Dr.,  Dept.EBOcs  Newport  Beach.  CA  92663 


MECHANIC 

Experts  show  you  what  to  do,  how  to  do 
it . . .  guide  you  every  step  of  the  way 
to  become  a  skilled  moforcyc/e  mechanic. 

If  you  like  to  ride  a  bike  for  fun  .  .  .  learn  how  to  fix  it  for 
profit!  Can  you  imagine  a  better  way  to  earn  your  living 
whether  you  work  in  a  cycle  shop  for  somebody  else  or  start 
your  own  cycle  repair  business.  Now,  thanks  to  North  Ameri- 
can, there's  a  fast,  easy  way  to  get  training  at  home  in  your 
spare  time.  No  need  to  quit  school  or  job.  Experts  show  you 
step-by-step  everything  from 
minor  tune-ups  to  major 
overhauls. 

You  Get  the  Tools 
You  Need  for  a  Fast  Stan 

We  send  you  the  special  cycle 
tools  and  test  instruments  you 
need.  This  set  of  precision 
tools  is  yours  to  use  during 
your  framing... and  yours  to 
keep  in  your  action-packed 
career.  You  actually  learn  by 
doing — with  the  tools  in  your 
hands — getting  the  practice 
you  need  to  become  an  expert 
motorcycle  mechanic. 
Everything  is  explained  in 

"  language,  complete  with  drawings,  diagrams 


It's  easy  to  get  started  once  you 
qualify  as  a  motorcycle  mechanic. 
Just  let  your  friends  and  neigh- 
bors know  you're  ready  to  repair 
cycles  In  spare  time  — or  If  you'd 
rather,  get  a  full  time  job  at  a 
motorcycle  shop  or  dealer. 


photographs.  You'll  learn  engine  design,  carburetion,  elec- 
il  systems... 


easy-to-understand 
anc 

trical  systems ...  as  well  as  how  to  adjust  and  repair  frame, 
wheels,  shocks,  transmission,  valves,  everything  you  want  to 
know  from  routine  maintenance  to  a  major  overhaul. 

Start  Your  Own 
Cycle  Repair  Business 

Your  future  as  a  motorcycle 
mechanic  is  in  your  own  hands. 
You  can  decide  for  yourself 
whether  you  want  to  work  for 
someone  else  or  get  into  your 
own  cycle  repair  business.  Start 
in  your  spare  time  repairing 
cycles  for  friends  and  neighbors 
—  or  get  a  job  with  a  motorcycle 
shop!  After  you've  been  a  work- 
ing mechanic,  you  can  decide 
whether  you  want  to  start  your 
own  motorcycle  repair  business. 
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tion  . 


now  or  ever!  Rush  coupon 


SBID  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 

Get  all  the  facts  now  . . . 
without  obligation. 
No  salesman  will  call. 

Mail  Coupon  Now! 


Careers  by  Home-Study 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR. 

4500 Campus  Dr .  Dept.  Etou  Newport  Beach. CA  92663 

Rush  FREE  color  brochure  and  full  information 
on  how  I  can  become  an  expert  Motorcycle 
Mechanic  for  only  a  few  dollars  a  month. 
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CITY. 
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Hella 

H4  Halogen 
headlamp, . . 
100%  more 
light 

The  first  H4  Halogen 
lamp  designed  specifi- 
cally for  motorcycles. 
Double  the  light  output  of 
conventional  headlamps. 
Replaces  7"  and  5%"  sealed- 
beam  units.  Conversion  takes 
only  a  few  minutes.  $25.14  ea. 

Hella  Dual-Trumpet 
Air  Horn 

Harmoniously  blended  twin- 
tone  horn  kit  for  12V  system. 
$30.00  pr. 

Hella  Halogen 
Driving  Lamps 

Model  155 

Ultra-thin  reflector  case. 
Heavy  gauge,  chrome-plated 
steel  complete  with  cover. 
Ideal  for  motorcycles. 
$36.00  ea. 

Hella  Sports  Mirror 

Streamlined  styling.  Unbreakable,  completely  rustproof  material. 
In  Rally  Black,  Brilliant  Chrome,  Stratochrome.  $21.75  ea. 

Send  S1.00  today  for  color  '78-'79  Hella  Catalogue, 
and  the  name  of  your  nearest  Racemark  dealer. 

Exclusive  U.S.  Importer:  Racemark  International 


^acemark 

Quality  that  Performs 


P.O.  Box  82-C 
Burnt  Hills,  N.Y.  12027 
Phone  518/399-9106 
Telex:  145-382 


FAST,  BRAND 
NEW  CONCEPT  in 
Brake  Refinishing 
for  an/  bike  disc 
(stock  or  drilled)!  Only 
$7  per  disc.  Rennove 
discs  and  mail  to: 


SCORED 
DISCS? 


H.  G.  DISCBRAKE  GRINDING 
RO.  Box  971 

Kincardine,  Ontario  Canada  NOG  2G0 


Received  one  day  and  in  the  return  mail  the 
next  day II 

WE  PAY  RETURN  SHIPPING  CHARGES  ON 
PREPAID  ORDERS! 

Custom  drilled  discs:  write  for  Information. 
Remittance  by  money  order  or  certified/ 
cashiers  check  must  accompany  each 
order,  otherwise  return  shipment  will  be 
C.O.D. 


GENUINE 

BMW  PARTS 

20%0FFD^AriR'i,sT 

Price  List  upon  request. 
Parts  shipped  anywhere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328  Champlain  SL,  N.W. 
Washington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


Statement  of 
Ownership 
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rHROAT  COAT  Fits 
all  helmets.  Keep 
warm  this  winter; 
eliminate  wind- 
burn  and  dust 
Outside  layer  of 
water  repellent 
nylon,  inner  layer 
ot  polyester  fill 
and  foam  Soft 
nylon  taffeta 
inside  layer 
Elastic  bands  & 
Vetcor  tabs  for 
easy  fitlinjE 
W<]shable 
Black  $10.95 
Silver  $12.95 


ACCESSOfflES  for  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI, 
SUZUKI  and  others 


RAINPROOF 
CYCLE  LUGGAGE 


B-STUFFER  BAG  -  10"  diameter. 
17"  long.  Holds  two  lielmets 

and  clothing.  Travels  securely. 
Ttiree-snap  flap  Heavy  dutv 
sling<  Red,  Blue.  Black  (11.49 


CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  CAUCE 

Withstands  vibration  and  tough  usage.  All  chrome 
casing  &  mounting  hardware,  t  V2"  gauge  dial, 
replaceable  dial  facing,  no-vibration  needle. 
Easy  t50lt-on  mount. 


MOTOCROSS  GLOVES  Simulated  leather 
in  black.  4  sizes  S,M,L,XL. 
Pi.  $4.95    2  pr.  J8.49 


C  SUPER  STUrFER-21"  loHi 
12"  diameter.  All  features,  plus 
"pigiiy  back"  pouch. 
Red,  Blue.  Black  $19.49 


D-TANK  BAG  Straps  to 
gas  lank:  12"iil0"x6" 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  pouch. 
Heavy-duty  sling  for  take- 
along  convenience 
Red,  Blue,Black$1S.49 

COMPLETE  SET  All  three  bags  in 
matching  colors. 
Red.  Blue,  Black    $40  00 


SISSY  BAR  CARRY  ALL  LUGCACE  Fits  all  bars, 
on-off  in  a  jiffy.  Double  lined,  heavy  duty 
vinyl,  full  zipper  enclosure.  Waterproof.  2- 
strap  carry-handle,  use  as  hand  luggage. 
22"  high.  st,nij,|j  _  Black  only  $19.95 
DeLuie  heavy  duty  -  Black  or  Brown  $29  95 


DRAFT  EXCLUDER 

Fits  all  helmets.  Stops 
helmet  lift,  protects  against 
drafts,  dirt,  grit,  etc. 
Velcro  strip  for  quick,  easy 
on-off.  $7.95 


NEW  CAS  CAP  LOCK  For  all 

Honda  flip  cap  models,  all 
years.  Can  be  used  with  new 
fuel  gauge  (Honda  only). 
Heavy  duty  2  keys.  Easy  to 
install.  $9.99 


FUEL  GAUGE  Fits  all  Honda  flip 
cap  models,  all  years  Mounts 
easily  with  Honda  recall  locks 
Also  Yamaha  '75  5  (roadl  and 
Kawasaki  '75's  uoad).  Easily 
installed  .  .  $14.95 


COOL  WEATHER  GAUNTLETS 

Soft  cowhide  gloves,  foam 
lining  for  warmth  A  comfort 
Insulated  vinyl  gauntlets, 
adiustable  wnst  strap  Black 
w  maroon  &  white  strioe  Sizes 
XS.  S.  M.  L.  XL        $19.49  pr. 


CYCLE  COVERS  Form  titled, 
protects  against  all  iweather. 
Heavy   gauge,  cloth 
backed.  Resists  muffler 
heat  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
With  tie  straps. 


I  Bilie  shown  includes 
sissy  bar  A  pad, 
windshield  A  fairing, 
luggage  rack  and 
saddle  tiags. 


"No.  1  PATCH" 

For  SUZUKI.  NONOA. 
YAMAHA.  KAWASAKI. 
KARLEV. 

Brilliant  Red.  White 
&  Blue  embroidered. 
4"  high.  Iron-on 
or  sew-on.  Specify 
name.  No.  89 

$1.50 


Moped  Cover  $24.99 


'959  For  160cc  A  smaller  $27.95 
»P61  For  750CC  S  smaller  $27.95 
'962  w  'Sissy  Bar  $29.99 
'994  w  'WndshId  $29.95 
'966  Sissv  Bar  A  Wndshid  $30.95 
'970  For  lOOOcc  $30.95 
'972  w  'Sissy  ear  $31.99 
'974  W'WndshId  $31.95 
'979  Sissy  Bar  A  WndshId  $35.99 


SILVER  WING  PATCH 

For  YAMAHA,  HONDA,  SUZUKI, 
KAWASAKI,  HARLEY. 

1 1"  wide  embroidered  patch.  Silver  wings, 
black  and  gold  insignia  Iron-on  or  sew-on 
Specify  name.  No.  30  |3  5Q 


MINEOLA  CRUISE  CONTROL  Effortless 
throttle  control.  Eliminates  fatigue,  wrist 
pains.  Quick,  easy  on-off  installation. 

Fits  a  " 


cycles.  $2.49 


"RANGO"  SADDLE  BAGS  For  on  or  off  bike.  Double  duty 
bags  fit  under  seat,  over  seat,  over  shoulder.  Heavy 
duty  Naugahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
rivet  reinforced.  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit. 
Each  bag  12"  wide,  U"  high,  4'/i"  deep.  Great 
innovation  for  free  &  easy  travel,  ^et  ot  two 
Standard  -  Black  only  $19.95 
H,rj,.         lReinlorced]._  B  jtfc  01  Bro*n  -$24  99 


EAGLE  PATCH  for 
HONDA.  YAMAHA.  HARLEY 
KAWASAKI.  SUZUKI 

Finely  detailed  7-color 
embroidered  patch 
Bronze  wings,  brown 
body,  silver  head  &  legs, 
ve'inw  talons  &  beak. 
'  on  or  sew-on. 
ifi  Specify  name. 
Monster  10"  x  13V2" 
No  103  $13.95 
CianI  8"  X  10" 
No  77  $8.95 
Regular  3'.2"  x  5" 
No  81  $3.49 
Mini  21'!"  X  3'4" 
No.  90  $1.95 


NEW  CYCLE  SPAT 

protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting.  One  si/e 
fits  all  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps  Extra  strap 
included  Black  or 
Brown  $3.98 


HELMET  SPEARERS  Weatherproof  remote 
speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Fits 
earphone  lack  of  transistor  radio  24*"iHt" 
Includes  cable  connectors  $9.95 
Optional  2  helmet  attachment  $4.95 


CUSTOM  CHROME 
GAUGE  COVERS 

Sturdy,  gleam- 
ing chrome  rims 
dress  up  and 
protect  your 
gauges.  Fit 
all  Hondas. 
Specify  model 
Set  of  two  $14.95 


Cruise  all  day.  Dial  in  a  constant 
throttle  speed,  or  just  enough  to 
overcome  hand  &  arm  fatigue. 
Easy  throttle  shutolf.  Thumb 
control  lever  easily  engages  or 
disengages.  Install  m  minutes  - 
no  special  tools.  For  Honda. 
Yamaha,  Suzuki.  Kawasaki.  BMW, 
Triumph.  ilT^fl^.* 


Quick  release  that 
works  like  a  miniature 
seat  belt.  Polished 
metal.  Replaces  "D" 
rings,  $2.99 


Visit  our  only  retail  location 


E-Z  REPLACEMENT  SEATS 


E-Z  LOW  BOY 

E  Z  DOUBLE  SADDLE 

$69.95  complete  e,rrli 

New  concept  in  custom  seats.  Use  your  original  seat  base 
Install  pre  formed  loam  and  cover  yourself  Fits  like  stock.  Half-hour 
installation  complete  with  directions.  No  glueing,  no  cutting,  no  special  tools 
needed.  Availaljle  m  Double  Saddle  or  Low  Boy  Black  only  For  Honda  GLIOOO,  CBX 
CB750K/F/A,  CB55QK,  400  Hawk,  CX500:  Kawasaki  KZ900/1000,  K2650;  Yamaha 
XSllOO,  750  2D/E/SE.  650  76  A  later:  Suzuki  GSIOOO.  GS750/550,  GT750,'550 

~  MONARCH  SEAT 

All-steel  bases  New  custom  seat  of  lop  grade 
»»..i..*:u»iu  Naugahyde.  Contoured  styling 
used  exclusively  BeaStifGl  button  full  naltern  Uses 
original  seat  mnunlmj^  hardware 
Easy  to  install  For  Honda  CBS50K 
•77-78  CB750K/F  73  78;  Kawasaki 
400.650.750.900  ioOO  aH  years; 
Yamaha  750.650,  '74  A  later. 
Suzuki  GS750  77. 78  

$66.95 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
£  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do-lt-Yourselfer" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adjustments, 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 

KAWASAKI 


TWO  WAY  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring.  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 
normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals.  All  plastic, 
non-electric,  no  maintenance.  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect. 
Works  hands-free  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  only  2  oz 
$8.95  i«t  3  or  more  $7.60  set.      „,     .  . ,     ^         ^     .  „ 

AM  FM  portable  radio  attachment  $3.98 


HONDA 

GLIOOO* 
750 

350-550  Fours 
450  SOOT 
350  360T 
XL  Series 
Elsinore  Series 
125  200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


.n/1000  73-78 
Triples  '69-75 
Singles  '69-75 
KZ650  '77-'78 
YAMAHA 

Street  2-strokes  '67-'75 
Enduros  '68-'74 
4  strokes  •70-'74 
SUZUKI 

Triples  '72-'74  $6-95 

Singles  A  Twin  '70-'74  $9.99 
GS750  'ZZ  'ZS  $'.95 

'Other  name  brand  manuali  will  be  supplied. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  ship  equivalent  manuals 
when  availability  or  stock  prevents  immediate  shipment. 


'75-'77 
'69-'78 
•71-'78 
'66-'76 
■68-76 
'72-'75 
73-'75 
'69-'76 
'68-'75 


$7.95 
$7.99 
$9  95 
$6.95 
$7.95 
$6.95 
$6  99 
$6.95 
$6.99 


$7.99 
$6.99 
$6.99 
$7.95 

$9.99 
$9.99 
$6.99 


We  ship  Worldwide 


TWO  WHEEL 
ACCESSORIES 

NAME  -  .... 
ADDRESS  


HONDA  of 
MINEOLA 


336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE  - 
MINEOLA.  N  Y.  11501  * 
(516)248-5775  " 


STATE 


  ZIP 


Model  • 


-Serial  • 


QUAN. 

ITEM 

SIZE 

choices) 

PRICE 

HI  siiiumdenii  ami  z%  ijiei  HI         Add  6%  Shipping 

(Minimuni  $1) 
!  SoKiil  Handlmi)  A  Dlvy  $150  iddilioiwl  loprionKl  TOTAL 

•lIH 


E 

£  1 
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Stop 

"heel 
Hop 

GET  A  SMOOTHER, 
MORE  STABLE  RIDE 
AT  HIGH  SPEEDS 


ACP  Liquid  Tire  Balancer  and  Puncture  Sealer 
works  inside  your  motorcycle  tire  (tube  or 
tubeless)  to  hydrodynamically  balance  the 
entire  rotating  wheel  unit  as  you  ride. 


Centrifugal  force  pushes  the  ACP  Liquid  to  the 
furthest  points  from  the  center  of  rotation, 
resulting  in  a  smoother,  more  stable  ride, 
cooler  running  temperatures  and  longer  tire  life. 

ACP  Tire  Balancer  works  contin- 
uously, compensating  for  tire 
wear  and  road  conditions,  provid- 
ing balance  for  the  life  of  your  tire. 

.  Plus  puncture  protection! 

i  ACP  automatically  seals 

most  punctures  as  you  ride. 


SEND  50C 
FOR  PRODUCT 
EVALUATION 
LITERATURE 
AND  DECAL 


!  ADVANCED  CYCLE  PRODUCTS 
3633  West  MacArthur 
Suite  410,  Dept.  B31 
Santa  Ana,  California  92704 
(714)  549-8707 


PUNCTURE 
SEALER 


continued  from  paf>e  14 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  "Playing 
with  Firewater"  by  Mike  Griffin  in  the 
August  1978  issue. 

I  have  been  running  alky  for  many  years 
in  a  Yamaha  250MX  and  in  a  Webco 
Hodaka  125.  The  original  purpose  was  to 
achieve  a  cooler  running  engine  with 
higher  than  normal  compression  ratios. 
Alky  provided  this  benefit  along  with  a  few 
extra  horses  on  the  side. 

In  addition  to  tuning  tips  provided  by 
Mr.  Griffin.  I  would  like  to  pass  on  some  of 
my  own:  1)  If  running  alky  in  a  two-stroke, 
you  must  use  a  synthetic  motor  oil.  Alky 
will  not  mix  with  mineral  oils.  Try  NPG, 
Klotz,  or  equivalent.  2)  Experiment  with 
spark  advance.  3)  Mr.  Griffin  outlined 
main,  pilot,  and  needle  jetting  changes, 
but  be  prepared  to  use  a  1.0  or  1.5  throttle 
slide.  4)  After  running  alky  in  a  two-stroke, 
it  is  most  important  that  about  Vi  pint  of 
oil/gasoline  mix  be  run  through  the  engine 
before  putting  the  machine  away.  If  this  is 
not  done,  you  will  soon  find  corrosion  and 
etching  of  cylinder  walls,  crankpin,  piston 
pin,  and  all  ball  and  needle  bearings,  and 
premature  failure.  Three  minutes  running 
(flushing)  with  a  heavy  oil  (gasoline  mix) 
prevents  this  occurance. 

I  usually  have  two  carburetors  for  each 
motorcycle.  One  is  jetted  for  alky,  the 
other  for  gas.  Because  alky  is  now  $1.25 
per  gallon,  I  use  gasoline  for  puttin'  and 
alky  for  serious  business. 

Please  continue  to  provide  your  readers 
with  articles  like  "Playing  with  Firewater". 

Patrick  J.  Egan 
LaMirada.  Calif. 

JUST  PLAIN  RIDER 

I  am  42  years  old  and  have  been  riding 
motorcycles  since  I  was  19.  Our  15-year- 
old  daughter  is  the  owner  of  a  new 
DTIOOE  and  my  wife  rides  with  me. 

Just  yesterday,  (without  checking  the 
weather  forecast),  my  wife  agreed  that  it 
was  a  good  day  for  a  bike  trip.  We  boarded 
the  Yamaha  and  headed  for  Bloomsdale, 
some  51  miles  down  1-55. 

We  arrived  at  our  destination  just  in 
time  for  supper.  While  eating,  my  brother- 
in-law  turned  on  the  news.  Severe  thunder 
storms  with  a  tornado  alert.  The  bad 
weather  was  due  to  hit  the  area  in  about 
two  hours.  With  helmets  in  hand, 
we  thanked  our  hosts,  apologized,  and 
shagged. 

About  20  miles  down  the  road,  the  sky 
was  as  black  as  a  tar  covered  street  and  the 
wind  was  coming  down  the  highway  at  gale 
force.  For  a  moment  I  thought  we  were 
airborne.  I  cut  our  speed  from  60  to  40.  No 
help.  My  wife  was  frightened  and  yelled 
for  me  to  pull  over. 

We  stopped  at  a  Shell  station  where  we 
conlinueJ  on  page  23 


^  quafity  motorcycle  products 


STOP  by  your  nearest  dealer  and  ! 
our  complete  line  of  accessories,  fr 
sprockets  to  footpegs.  LOOK  and  exam 
them  closely.  For  years  we  at  CIRC 
INDUSTRIES  have  maintained  a  h 
standard  of  quality  in  all  we  manufactt 
Each  product  is  tested  under  rigid  sp 
ifications,  assuring  it's  the  best  availat 
Now  we  skin  package  them  showing 
actly  what  you're  getting,  and  mart 
clearly  for  easy  identification.  So  n 
time  you're  buying  motorcycle  accessor 
—  seek  out  our  new  bright  blue  and  bic 
CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  packages.  ST( 
LOOK  and  BUY  the  BEST! 

Our  new  '77  catalog  with  specs'  and  pri( 
on  our  sprockets  and  many  other  produ 
is  now  available  for  $1.  Send  for  ye 
copy  today! 

(^.CIRCLE 

w  INDUSTRIEJ 


17901  ARENTH  AVE./DEPT.  CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  OA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 


Suzuki 

gives  birth 
to  bigger 

twins... 


GS-425E  sports  mag-type  wheels, 
custom  dual  saddle  and  special 
black  paint  job. 


6-speed  gearbox  is  perlectly 
matched  with  bigger  4-stroke  DOHC 
2-cylinder  engine. 


Engine 

Four-stroke,  DOHC,  two  cylinders 
Displacement 
423CC 
Cazbiuetor 
Two,  Mikuni  BS34SS 
Compression  Ratio 
9.1:1 

Boie  and  Stzoke 

67.0min  X  60.0mm 
Starter  System 
Electric  &  kick 
Transmission 
6-speed,  constant  mesh 
Suspension: 

Front  fork 
Oil-damped 
Rear  Swing  Arm 
Oil-damped,  5  load  settings 
Ground  Clearance 
155mm  (6.1  in) 
Brakes:  Front 
Hydraulic  caliper  disc 
Rear 

Internal  expanding 
Tires:  Front 

3.00  S18-4PR 
Rear 

3.15  S18-4PR 
Lubrication  System 

Wet  sump 
Fuel  Tank  Capacity 

14  lit  (3.7  gal) 
Engine  Oil  Capacity 

2.1  lit  (2.2  qt) 
Length 

2,085mm  (82.1  in) 

Width 
835mm  (32.9  in) 

Height 
1,110mm  (43.7  in) 

Wheelbase 
1,385mm  (54.5  in) 

Dry  Weight 
170  kg  (375  lbs) 


New  electronic  dlgfltol  gear 
indicator  is  easy  to  read  both  day 
and  night. 


Front  disc  brake  is  standard  on  both 
GS425  models. 


onlinued  from  page  IS 

vere  to  stay  for  almost  two  hours.  The  lady 
nd  the  young  man  working  there  were 
uper  nice  and  when  asked,  said  that  we 
ould  stay  all  night  if  we  had  to.  It  had 
)een  raining  cats  and  dogs. 

We  heard  reports  from  the  patrons  that 
|uite  a  few  cars  and  three  tractor-trailers 
vcK  literally  blown  off  the  pavement  and 
nto  ditches.  The  wind  subsided,  but  it  was 
till  raining  hard.  I  wanted  to  wait  it  out, 
lut  my  wife  wanted  to  head  for  home.  We 
greed  it  wasn't  going  to  get  any  better. 

We  were  not  dressed  for  the  occasion, 
lut  neither  was  the  bike.  At  any  rate:  off 
ve  went  into  the  night,  with  raindrops 
ailing  on  our  heads  (and  everywhere  else), 
lown  the  interstate  infested  with  multi- 
vheeled  critters  of  all  descriptions.  The 
'isibility  was  bad  and  the  rain  stung  our 
aces. 

Thirty-five  minutes  later  we  were  home, 
it  last.  We  were  cold  and  wet.  My  wife 
lismounted  and  said.  "You  sure  know  how 
o  show  a  lady  a  good  time."  I  replied. 
Tell  your  grandkids  about  it  someday." 

Ronald  Cassin 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

V  DREAM  COME  TRUE 

Received  my  June  CYCLE  WORLD 
md  after  reading  Letters  I  had  to  write  you 
ilso.  The  letter  "Life  Can  Be  A  Dream"  is 
o  very  true. 

I  owned  a  Harley  back  in  1944— my 
icrvice  years.  I  was  a  cowboy  for  years,  now 
[own  has  taken  me  in.  I  bought  a  used 
Honda  750K-1  and  had  a  good  time  on  it. 
Then  I  bought  a  new  1977  Honda  750 
Automatic.  I  have  all  extras  including  a 
CB.  I  do  my  church  visiting  on  it,  also 
hospital  visits.  I  live  in  Katy,  Texas,  25 
miles  from  Houston  and  I  have  no  trouble 
riding  in  Houston.  I  make  500  round-trip 
miles  to  see  my  son  and  150  miles  to  visit 
with  my  mother  who  is  78  years  old.  I  took 
her  riding  on  my  Honda  Thanksgiving 
Day  and  she  loved  it.  It  made  her  day.  This 
is  a  dream  come  true  for  me.  I  love  my 
Honda  Automatic.  By  the  way.  I  am  55 
years  of  age. 

Jay  Carson 
Katy.  Tex. 
conlinued  on  pa^e  24 


PERFORMANCE  FITS 


YOU 


YOUR  MOOD* YOUR  STYLE* YOUR  BIKE 


YOUR  CHOICE  •  STREET  LEGAL  with  EXCLUSIVE  J&R 

RETRO-FLOW  BAFFLE,  or 
•  COMPETITION  RIDING  with  HIGH 
PERFORMANCE  GLASS/PAK  SILENCER 

WITH  •  EVERY  J&R  4-STROKE  SYSTEM  AT  NO 
ADDITIONAL  COST 


•  JUST  5  MINUTES  +  1  BOLT 


J&R  has  two-stroke  and  four-stroke  exhaust  systems  and  replacement 
mufflers  available  for  most  Honda,  Kawasaki,  Suzuki  and  Yamaha 
motorcycles. 

100%  warranty  against  defects  in  material  or  worl<manship. 


See  your  local  dealer  today,  or  send  $1 .00  for  a 
catalog  and  decal. 
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THE 


New  6-Petal 
Torque  Reed  for  RM. 


•  Greater  inlet 
area  for  more 
horsepower.  ^ 

•  Easy  to 
install -no  other 
modifications. 

•  Available  for  all 
RM  models  except  RM50  &  80 

•  Set  of  spare  petals  included. 


,  The  6-Petal  Torque  Reed  from  DG 
Performance  gives  your 

^  "^^i^B^fci^    ^  more  horse- 
power  where 
you  need  it 
most -at  mid 
and  high  RPMs. 
90%  better  fuel  flow  than 
the  standard  RM  reed!  It's  a  new 
way  to  make  your  RM  really  fly. 


Only  $59.50  postpaid. 

The  DG  Tbrque  Reed  is  available  through  finer  motorcycle  dealers 
and  accessones  stores.  Or  use  the  order  form  below. 


DG  SPORTS 
VEST 

ProYides  warmth 
with  style.  Filled 
with  Polar  Guard 
Fortrel  polyester 
Machine  wash- 
able. Quilted 
Yellow  with 
blue  top. 
$39.50. 


PERFORMANCE  SPECIALTIES  inc. 
1170  Van  Horne  •  Anaheim.  CA  92806  •  714/630-5471 

Please  send  me  the  following  items: 

□  6-Petal  Torque  Reed(s)  'js  S59.50.For  RM  only. 

Specify  year  and  model  (cc)  

□  DG  Sports  Vest(s)  W  839.50. 

Size(s):  xs  s  m       I  xl 

Total  Amount  Enclosed  S  

Charge  my  □  Master  Charge  DVISA 
Card  #  Exp.  Date  

Name  

Address  


.State- 


-Zip- 


City  

Signature  .  

California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax.  Freight  included. 
Offer  valid  tor  continental  USA  only  Sorry  no  COD 


A  CARfER  mmUl  COllEGE?  YES! 


BE  A  PROFESSIONAL  IN  THE  CYCLE  AND  MARINE  INDUSTRY! 


'*^r      MACHINE  LAB  I 


"j^Hh  BEM 


Write  (K  Call  Toll  FrM 
800/874-0645 


Florida  Retldents  Call  Coded 
904/255-0295 


aurninau  uATnnnwni  r 


OR  FREE  INFORMATION 


LAVERDA  JOTA 

In  regards  to  your  September  1978  arti-i 
cle  on  the  Laverda  Jota,  the  Jota  crank-j 
shaft  is  not  "just  like  the  Triumph  Triple.". 
The  Triumph,  as  well  as  the  BSA  Triples 
has  a  one  piece  forged  crank  done  on  onei 
plane  and  then  reheated  and  twisted  to  120; 
degrees. 

R.  Farley 
Ottawa.  Ontarioi 
Canada 


BRIGHTER  LIGHTS 

Your  reply  to  Mr.  Arnold's  letter  conn 
cerning  quartz  halogen  bulb  failures  (Sepq 
tember  issue)  was  somewhat  inaccurate 
Marchal  does  not  manufacture  bulbs,  noc 
docs  Cibie.  Both  brands  use  bulbs  mann 
ufactured  by  other  companies,  usualH 
Philips,  who  holds  the  patent  for  quart! 
halogen  bulbs. 

The  bulbs  often  are  vulnerable  t>) 
damage  caused  by  vibrations  from  somr 
bikes.  However,  we  have  found  that  an 
even  more  common  cause  of  failure  i 
voltage  surges  through  the  electrical  sys' 
lem  of  the  bike.  Anything  over  13.5-11 
volts  will  usually  burn  out  the  filamen  r 
F(ir  example,  several  people  have  ti^ld  uu 
that  hitting  the  starter  .switch  with  thr 
headlight  on  has  cau.sed  premature  bull 
failure.  Riders  who  experience  extremell 
short  bulb  life  should  check  voltage  outpai 
of  the  system  at  the  headlamp. 

Another  hint  is  to  try  to  purchase  Philipq 
bulbs  manufactured  in  Germany.  Bulbd 
manufactured  in  Holland  have  the  glas. 
globe  mounted  in  ceramic  material  whic; 
tends  to  crumble  under  vibration.  For  reae 
sons  unknown  to  us.  the  German-madt 
bulbs  are  mounted  in  a  metal  suppori 
Philips  bulbs  made  in  France  could  be 
made  either  vsay.  Check  before  buying 
(According  to  Philips,  the  average  life  o 
an  H-4  bulb  is  100  hours  on  low  and  20C 
hours  on  high  under  ideal  conditions.) 

The  point  we  want  to  make  is  that  bull 
brands  do  differ  (we  prefer  Philips),  bu 
please  don't  blame  the  lamp  manufacture 
when  your  bulb  goes. 

Michael  T.  Stantield 
National  Sales  Representatiw 
Marchal  America 
Rockville,  Md. 

SATISFIED  WITH  CIBl£  BULBS 

In  the  September  issue.  Danny  Arnoll 
complained  of  quartz-halogen  headligH 
failures.  1  installed  a  Cibie  unit  on  u  CB50C 
Four  in  October  1974.  That  same  head> 
light  is  still  going  strong,  now  installed  oc 
ni\'  CXSOO  It  has  lasted  almc^st  four  veMn 
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ENDANGERED  SPECIES:  PHANTOM  DUCK 


Anew  chapter  in  the  story  of  the  Phan- 
tom Duck  of  the  Desert  is  being 
vritien.  First,  a  Httle  background.  One  of 
he  major  off-road  races  in  the  Southwest 
ised  to  be  the  Barstow  to  Vegas.  Couple  of 
cars  ago  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage- 
ncnt  told  the  organizers  their  permit  to 
lold  the  event  had  been  denied.  The  BLM 
claimed  that  completing  the  Environmen- 
al  Impact  Statement  (E.I.S.)  for  the  pre- 
'ious  year's  race  had  taken  too  many  man 
lours. 

The  previous  year's  E.I.S.  couldn't  be 
ised  again.  According  to  the  BLM.  spend- 
ng  the  necessary  time  for  a  new  E.I.S.  for 
iarstow  to  Vegas— in  addition  to  the  man 
lours  needed  to  complete  statements  for 
lozens  of  smaller  events  held  in  the  desert 
luring  the  year-couldn't  be  justified.  The 
JLM  would  rather  spend  available  man 
lours  on  many  shorter  races  than  one  big 
ace,  and  that  viewpoint  effectively  killed 
he  race. 

Enter  the  Phantom  Duck  of  the  Desert, 
because  the  public  land  between  Barstow 
ind  Vegas  is  open  to  off-road  vehicles  and 
>ecause  the  owners  of  the  private  land 
ilong  the  course  were  agreeable,  the  Man 
vith  Feathers  on  his  Helmet  invited 
"riends  to  accompany  him  on  an  informal, 
morganized  trail  ride  along  the  course  of 
he  Barstow  to  Vegas  race.  Nice  idea. 

The  BLM  saw  things  differently.  Be- 
ause  the  unorganized  trail  ride  has  in- 
'olved  a  couple  of  hundred  riders,  the 
iLM  has  decided  that  the  run  is  actually 
in  organized  ride  which  would  require  a 
)ermit,  EIS  and  God  knows  what  else, 
dangers  began  investigating  the  matter 
your  tax  dollars  at  work)  trying  to  find  out 
vho  is  the  Phantom  Duck  of  the  Desert, 
"inally,  a  man  accused  by  the  BLM  of 
)eing  the  Duck  was  invited  to  a  meeting 
k-ith  the  District  Ranger,  Head  Ranger  and 
ttorneys  for  the  BLM.  When  a  CYCLE 
VORLD  editor  asked  to  attend  the  meet- 
ng  a  BLM  spokeswoman  said  the  meeting 
vas  closed  to  the  press.  What  was  going  to 
)e  going  on  that  the  BLM  didn't  want  us  to 
now  about?,  we  asked.  "Nothing,"  she 
epiied. 

After  the  meeting,  the  BLM  official  ex- 
)lained  that  the  BLM  wanted  the  accused 
Duck  to  send  out  BLM-approvcd  posters 


if  they  violate  the  law."  The  Duck,  she 
said,  was  informed  he  is  subject  to  arrest 
for  violating  the  law  by  organizing  a  ride. 
Punishment  for  the'heinous  crime  can  be 
up  to  a  year  in  jail -or  a  $1000  fine. 

At  issue  is  when  a  trail  ride  becomes 
organized.  The  Duck  sent  out  flyers  an- 
nouncing an  "unorganized  trail  ride."  The 
BLM  construes  that  as  organizing  a  trail 


dated  or  scheduled  meeting  or  occurrence 
for  the  purpose  of  recreational  use  of  the 
public  lands." 

As  this  is  written  the  unorganized  trail 
ride  of  November  25,  1978  is  still  several 
weeks  away.  Until  November  25  there  is  no 
way  of  knowing  what  the  BLM  will  do. 
Certainly  there  will  be  many  motorcyclists 
at  the  traditional  starting  location  come 


lii 


ROAD  BOMBER 


Bui  if  50  shou  up.  who  is  violating  the  law? 
Is  the  50th  person  in  violation  or  arc  all  50 
violating  the  law?  How  can  50  or  more 
people  ride  motorcycles  in  one  area  and 
not  have  an  event,  as  defined  by  federal 
law?  And  what  about  the  permits?  How 
can  a  person  find  out  what  is  required  to 
get  a  permit  issued?  The  rules  and  regular 
lions  which  require  permits  ("or  events 
don"t  require  the  ranger  to  issue  permits  if 
he  doesn't  want  to. 

GAS  PAINS 

While  emergency  gas  rationing  plans 
may  not  sound  important,  they 
could  spell  doom  for  motorcyclists  in  the 
future.  The  Energy  and  Economic  Regula- 
tory Administration  (EERA)  has  proposed 
a  ga.soline  rationing  plan  which  would 
allocate  gas  to  registered  motor  vehicles. 
Only  motorcycles  would  be  allocated  one- 
tenth  the  amount  of  gas  automobiles 
would  be  allocated. 

The  thinking  (or  lack  of  it)  at  EERA  is 
that  a  motorcycle  uses  one-fifth  the  gas  a 
car  uses  and  is  driven  half  as  much.  There 
is  no  provision  for  allocating  fuel  to  un- 
licensed motorcycles. 

Because  the  plan  would  allocate  gas  to 
vehicles,  not  drivers,  a  person  who  has  a 
motorcycle  and  a  car  would  be  able  to  use 
gasoline  rationed  to  his  car  in  his  motorcy- 
cle. Also,  the  ration  coupons  could  be  sold 
legally. 

The  AMA  has  filed  an  official  protest 
and  included  information  to  justify  giving 
motorcycles  one-fifth  as  much  gasoline  as 
automobiles  would  be  allowed.  Before  the 
plan  could  be  put  into  effect  it  would  have 
to  be  approved  by  both  houses  of  Congress 
and  could  only  be  implemented  in  a  state 
of  national  emergency.  Then  again,  the  55 
mph  speed  limit  was  supposed  to  be  tem- 
porary, too. 


One  of  the  more  interesting  endurance 
racers  entered  in  the  Suzuka  eight 
hour  endurance  race  was  an  XT500  Ya- 
maha-based special  nicknamed  Road 
Bomber.  While  details  on  the  Thumper 
weren't  available,  the  bike  apparently  has  a 
special  frame  and  suspension.  The  single 


front  disc  brake  is  from  a  Honda  400F. 
Normal  spoked  wheels  and  street  tires  arc 
used.  Most  impressive  were  the  results.. 
The  Yamaha  came  in  8th.  beating  the  first| 
CBX  by  three  places  and  three  laps  with 
riders  Yamada  and  Ishii  aboard. 


ITALOPHILES  TAKE  NOTE 


with  an  all-new  frame.  Moto  Guzzi  claims 


The  Vindicator 

If  the  fairing  below  strongly  resembles  our 
famous  Windjammer,  it's  no  coincidence.  In 
fact,  we're  proud  to  say  that  our  Vindicator  is 
every  bit  as  good  in  both  quality  and  design  as 
our  highly  acclaimed  Windjanuner.  It  offers  to- 
day's best  aerodynamics,  along  with  functional 
storage  and  excellent  styling  at  a  truly  reason- 
able price. 

Perhaps  the  Vindicator  is  best  described  as  a 
no-frills  Windjammer  at  a  no-frills  price.  It 
comes  with  the  exclusive  Vetter  hardware 
mounting  system  and  is  available  to  fit  a  wide 
selection  of  today's  leading  motorcycles  —  how 
about  yours? 

Check  out  the  Vindicator  and  all  the  Vetter 
motorcycle  components  at  your  local  dealer,  or 
send  $1  for  our  new  20-page  catalog:  1150 
Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  94301. 


First  to  do  it  right 


TWO-STROKE  FANS  BEWARE 


Unlike  Honda's  V-Twin  500,  the  Moto 
Guzzi  is  a  90°  vee.  The  head  is  shaped  to 
keep  the  engine  as  narrow  as  possible. 

The  other  new  models  are  the  1000  SP 
and  VIOOO  G5.  Both  share  the  lOOOcc  V- 
Twin  engine  now  used  in  the  1000  I- 
Convert  but  with  a  5-speed  transmission. 


The  G5  comes  equipped  with  saddlebags 
while  the  sporting  SP  has  an  integral  fair- 
ing similar  to  the  BMW  RIOORS  but  not 
the  same  shape.  All  Moto  Guzzis  share  the 
integrated  triple  disc  braking  system  first 
introduced  by  Moto  Guzzi  in  1976. 


In  California  there's  currently  a  plan 
being  considered  by  the  state  Air  Re- 
sources Board  which  would  apply  the  same 
pollution  regulations  now  in  force  for 
street  bikes  to  off-road  bikes.  That's  only 
one  of  125  anti-pollution  proposals  in  the 
plan  drafted  by  the  South  Coast  Air  Qual- 
ity Management  District  and  the  Southern 
California  Association  of  Governments. 

Although  regulations  for  motorcycles  in 
California  wouldn't  necessarily  affect  mo- 
torcycles sold  elsewhere,  the  size  of  the 
market  in  California  could  mean  all  mo- 
torcycles would  meet  California  standards. 
Adopting  street  bike  pollution  rules  for 
dirt  bikes  won't  in  itself  prohibit  two- 
strokes.  Both  Yamaha  and  Suzuki  produce 
two-stroke  on-off  road  bikes  which  meet 
the  regulations.  But  both  have  oil  injection 
as  does  Yamaha's  RD400.  The  regulations 
would  likely  increase  weight  and  decrease 
power  on  two-stroke  off-road  bikes  if  ap- 
proved by  the  state  Legislature.  S 
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1  niqucs.  that  engines  and  frames  and 
i  brakes,  etc..  can  be  improved  if  designed 
;  along  certain  lines. 

The  new  750.  then,  is  part  of  the  CBX. 
RCB.  XL  and  CX  family. 

Like  the  other  Honda  multis.  the  CB750 
I  engine  u.ses  plain  bearings,  two-piece  con- 
necting rods,  a  one-piece  crank  and  high 
pressure  oil  system.  At  62  x  62mm  bore 
and  stroke,  it's  exactly  square,  which  is  just 
what  you'd  do  if  you  wanted  a  balance 
I  between  a  narrow  engine  and  a  low  one. 

The  cylinder  head  has  two  camshafts 
'  with  Hy-Vo  chain  from  crank  to  exhaust 
;  and  a  second  Hy-Vo  chain  from  exhaust  to 
1  intake.  Each  cylinder  has  four  valves,  two 
1  exhaust  and  two  intake,  with  the  combus- 
I  tion  chamber  a  pent-roof  shape  and  the 
;  spark  plug  centrally  located.  At  9:1  the 
>  compression  ratio  is  on  the  high  side  of 
1  moderate.  So  is  camshaft  timing  and  lift. 
;  and  so-considering  the  power  potential  of 
I  the  valve  train  and  valve  area— is  the  9500 
I  rpm  redline. 

Balance.  To  the  old  requirements  of 
I  power  and  reliability,  add  emissions  and 
I  noise.  Given  enough  c.r.  for  power,  the 
»  chamber  can  be  shaped  for  optimum  com- 
I  bustion  and  thus  reduced  emissions.  Ifyou 
»  can  bring  down  emissions  that  way.  you 
I  can  fit  large  carburetors  and  let  the  engine 
I  breathe  and  get  the  power,  and  so  it  goes. 
1  Honda  makes  cars.  too.  and  that  means 
I  R&D  has  been  working  on  emissions  and 
)  combustion  efficiency  right  along  with 
t  their  racing  programs.  It  shows. 

Thought  has  also  been  given  to  mainte- 
I  nance  vs  complexity,  i.e..  adjusting  all 
I  those  valves.  The  CB  and  CBX  engines 
i  share  some  valve  train  components  and 
I  they  also  share  a  Honda  tool,  to  keep  each 
J  pair  of  valves  open  while  the  cam  is  rotated 
J  around  and  adjustment  shims  are  popped 
i  in  and  out.  The  shims  won't  pop  out  on 
J  their  own.  by  the  way.  because  all  the  shims 
;  are  thicker  than  the  valve  clearance  and 
)  (Honda  says)  the  light  valves  will  follow 
J  the  cam's  contours  well  past  redline. 

Equally  neat  is  a  semi-permanent  ga.skel 
\  for  the  cam  covers.  It's  shaped  to  fit  the 


channels  cast  into  the  covers  and  the  top  of 
the  lower.  You  don't  need  gasket  sealer,  the 
material  won't  tear  and  it  can  be  used 
several  times. 

The  oil  pan— this  is  a  wet  sump  engine, 
like  other  Hondas  and  unlike  the  earlier 
750s.  The  designers  now  have  other  ways  to 
improve  ground  clearance  and  the  separate 
tank  was  always  a  source  of  leaks  -has  a 
replaceable  fitting  for  the  oil  filter  cover.  If 
the  mounting  bolt  gets  stripped,  as  hap- 
pens, the  owner  can  replace  the  fitting 
rather  than  the  entire  pan. 

Oil  supply  to  the  camshafts  and  valve 
gear  is  via  an  external  line.  U.sed  to  be  the 
oil  travelled  through  hollow  studs  with  O 
rings.  The  rings  got  pinched  and  oil  seeped 
out  or  didn't  reach  the  valves.  The  external 
line  is  simpler.  (The  same  thing  appeared 
on  the  latest  Kawasaki  KZ400  and  the 
Yamaha  750.  A  trend  or  a  way  to  keep 
engines  cleaner.) 

The  relative  narrowness  of  the  Four  vs 
the  Six  has  made  the  design  simpler.  The 
pointless  inductive  ignition  runs  off  the  left 
end  of  the  crankshaft  and  the  alternator  is 
on  the  right  end.  Nice  language  note  here. 
The  designers  said  the  alternator  is  on  the 
crank  for  engine  balance.  Come  again?  we 
a.sked.  wondering  what  the  alternator  had 
to  do  with  vibrations  and  counterweights. 

Nothing.  The  old  750  Four  had  the 
alternator  on  the  left  and  the  center  of 
gravity  was  to  the  left  of  the  wheels,  .so  if 
the  rider  took  his  hands  off  the  bars,  the 
bike  would  wander  to  the  left.  Swapping 
sides  cured  this.  Oh.  The  engine  is  now  in 
balance.  Of  course. 

The  alternator  also  serves  as  a  flywheel, 
and  is  on  the  crank  because  having  the 
load  of  the  heavy  weight  on  the  jackshaft 
would  feed  greater  loads  through  the  Hy- 
Vo  primary  drive.  The  jackshaft  runs  the 
mainshaft  through  gears  and  then  to  the 
clutch,  an  eight-plate  job  with  one  plate  a 
multi-material  damper.  Five  speeds,  of 
course.  The  engineers  say  the  new  drive 
train  is  86  percent  cflicient.  while  the  pre- 
vious 750  system  delivered  83  percent  of 
the  power  developed  at  the  crankshaft. 


The  30mm  CV  carbs  have  an  acceleratoK 
pump,  to  keep  the  correct  mixture  on 
sudden  throttle  openings  while  allowing 
lean  mixtures  at  cruise  and  idle,  .is  re-; 
quired  by  emissions  control  standards.  The 
CV  carbs  need  lighter  throttle  returm 
springs  than  do  slide-type  carbs  and  the 
pull  from  the  new  750  is  restfully  light. 

There  are  four  exhaust  pipes  and  foun 
honest  exhaust  pipes.  No  balance  tubes,  no 
collection  box.  Individual  pipes  run  coolea; 
and  tend  to  rust  earlier,  so  Honda  hasi 
provided  thicker  metal  on  the  outside  andj 
a  tar-like  coating  on  the  inside. 

Subtle  tuning  note  here.  The  750K  en-i 
gine  is  rated  at  72  bhp  and  the  750F  engine 
at  75  bhp.  The  only  difference  between  the 
engines  is  the  exhaust.  The  F  has  a  4-into-Z 
system.  Although  tuning  theory  savs  tho 
four-pipe  method  gives  more  power  tham 
an  unbalanced,  that  i.s.  pairing  cylinders- 
that  are  180°  apart,  system,  the  F  pipes: 
give  more  peak  power.  And  the  K  gets 
most  of  it  back,  as  the  factory's  powen 
curves  show  the  K  to  have  more  power  andb 
torque  than  the  F  below  8  thou,  when  it's2 
most  useful. 

The  750K's  frame  is  new  but  not  like  ihes 
other  new  Honda  frames.  It's  a  doubles 
cradle,  full  loop.  Honda  R&D  has  a  prefer-- 
ence  for  open  loop/stressed  engine  frames.< 
as  with  the  CBX.  CX500.  XLs  and  Hawks.? 
because  they  believe  that  system  can  be> 
lighter  and  as  strong  as  a  full  loop  ////!« 
engine  is  suited  to  the  job.  The  Six.  the  V-' 
Twin  and  the  counter-balanced  Twins  andb 
Singles  are.  But  the  transverse  Four  gener-- 
ates  vibrations  that  don't  work  with  am 
engine  that's  also  a  frame  member  Thetj 
design  team  said  they  in  fact  experimented!: 
with  stre.ssed-engine  750s.  but  by  the  times 
the  things  were  as  strong  as  the  full  loopq 
bike,  they  were  heavier  and  more  complex..; 

The  front  downtubes  are  widely  spacedt 
and  triangulated  with  a  cro.ss  tube,  and  thea 
steering  head/backbone  area  is  triangu- 
lated in  three  dimensions.  The  backbtme  is2 
arched  so  the  cylinder  head  can  be  re- 
moved with  the  engine  in  place.  The  rightJ 
downtube  has  a  removable  section  so  thea 


\  Revised  odometer/ tripmeter,  handlebar  mounted  choke  and  fuses 
a  and  separate  turn  signal  indicators  are  part  of  the  new 
\\instrumentation  package  on  the  CB750s. 


Tailpiece  comes  directly  from  CX500. 
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Lower  right  frame  rail  unbolts  for  easy  engine  removal.  Arctied  top 
ilubes  allow  head  to  be  pulled  with  engine  in  frame. 


V-shaped  wet  sump  keeps  center  of  gravity  low  without 
interfering  with  cornering  clearance. 


aenginc  can  come  out  easily.  The  frame  is 
also  triangulated  below  the  seat,  that  is. 
dbetween  upper  shock  mount  and  back- 
dbone.  The  750F  frame  has  extra  gussets 
uand  several  sections  of  heavier  tube.  Could 
dbc  because  the  F  is  the  sporting  model. 
Eand  it  could  be  because  the  added  exhaust 
rjpipcs  and  minor  bits  make  the  K  weigh 
nmore  than  the  F  does.  The  lighter  frame 
Aeeps  this  difference  down  to  7  lb. 

Wheelba.se  is  60.5  in.  and  steering  head 
iiingle  is  27.5°  from  vertical.  Handling 
xharacteristics  are  determined  in  large  part 
dby  the  wheelbase/rake  ratio.  The  new  750 
iis  a  move  toward  the  European  long/steep 


school  of  thought,  while  the  first  Honda 
750s  had  less  steep  rake  angles  and  shorter 
wheel  bases. 

Front  forks  have  beveled  stanchion 
tubes  within  the  sliders,  for  better  oil  flow, 
and  low-friction  seals.  Another  change  is 
added  wheel  travel.  6.3  in.  compared  to  5. 1 
in.  for  the  1978  CB750.  Added  travel  al- 
lows softer  springs  and  smoother  com- 
pliance on  rough  roads.  (Interesting  that 
the  new  BMW  R65  has  /e.v.v  front  wheel 
travel  than  older  BMWs.  for  le.ss  dive 
under  braking  and  subsequent  changes  in 
steering  rake  and  wheelbase.)  The  rear 
shocks  arc  Honda's  FVQ  two-stage  units. 


with  five  .settings  for  spring  pre-load.  No  « 
innovations,  in  other  words. 

The  750K's  cornering  angles  arc  listed  at 
50°  from  vertical,  static,  and  41°  under 
load.  Good  for  Honda.  .Somebody  has 
finally  considered  that  cornering  clearance 
with  rider  aboard  and  with  suspension 
compressed  by  cornering  force  isn't  the 
same  as  when  the  bike's  just  sitting  there. 
Too  bad  the  others  don't  do  this,  because 
for  now  we  have  no  w  ay  to  compare  them. 

The  K's  visible  distinctions,  aside  from 
being  a  twin-cam  750  of  course,  are  the 
pipes,  the  wire  wheels,  some  extra  kick  to 
the  seat,  and  the  brakes.  The  K  has  one  : 
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Ifronl  disc,  behind  the  sliders,  and  a  drum 
i brake  in  back.  Honda  has  been  working 
)overtime  on  the  wel-weather  disc  problem. 
Ibut  one  of  our  men  says  as  a  louring  rider 
Ihe's  mighly  glad  to  see  a  good  ol'  drum  on 
lihe  machine. 

There  are  myriad  small  touches.  The 
Ifronl  master  cylinder  has  a  phillips-head- 
iisecured  cap.  because  screw-type  caps  gel 
iremoved  out  of  curiosity  and  uncovered 
J  brake  fluid  absorbs  water.  The  fuse  box  is 
1  mounted  on  the  top  triple  clamp,  below 
ithe  instruments.  Easy  to  find,  plus  moving 
tthe  fuses  from  under  the  seat  allows  more 
iroom  for  the  airbox  and  a  larger  airbox  can 
^be  both  quiet  and  unrestrictive.  The  air 
I  filter  is  replaceable.  Most  of  the  engine 
band  transmission  bolts,  the  ones  which 
jusually  are  phillips  head,  are  hex  head,  the 
■J  better  to  not  strip  at  the  worst  possible 
Jtime.  The  taillight  has  two  bulbs.  The  key 
^.switch  is  on  the  instrument  panel,  so  is  the 
jchoke  control  and  the  trip  odometer  resets 
/with  a  twist-and-push  button. 

The  mirrors  are  amazing.  Honda  is 
jusing  hollow  stems  and  weighted  backs,  so 
lithe  natural  resonance  of  the  bars  is  the 
«>ame  as  those  of  the  mirrors. 

They  stay  clear  at  all  engine  and  road 
speeds.  One  nit-picker  said  he  could  detect 
ua  tiny  buzz  on  the  right  one,  but  the 
jconsensus  was  we've  never  seen  clearer 
imirrors  on  any  motorcycle. 

Styling  is  Honda;  a  big  tank  curved  to 
ualign  with  the  side  panels,  sort  of  a  one- 
-piece body  look.  The  K  has  a  tailpiece,  like 
Ithe  F  models  old  and  new,  with  a  wiggle- 
ibar  (one  of  the  wives  calls  it  that.  When 
2she  needs  to  wiggle,  she  braces  herself  on 
Ithe  back  .seat  railing).  The  bars  are  high 
uand  the  seat  is  stepped.  The  F  versions 
lhave  most  of  this;  there  is  less  distinction, 
iin  looks  and  specifications,  between  the 
mew  K  and  F  models  than  previously. 

So  much  for  the  specs:  What  does  the 
)CB750K  do? 

Damned  near  everything. 

When  the  original  Honda  750  appeared, 
iil  shook  the  world.  Quoting  CYCLE 
/WORLD  from  1969,  "during  the  tire- 
?,scorching  lOO-mph  quarter-mile  accelera- 
ition  runs"  that  first  750  Four  (we  called  it 
Ithe  ultimate,  by  the  way.  We  won't  make 
llhat  mistake  again.)  did  the  quarter  mile  in 
1 13.38  sec.  at  100.1 1  mph. 

Since  then  we've  had  the  government 
/with  its  emissions  controls  and  noise  rules 
liand  safety  equipment  and  they've  ruined 
Ball  the  fun,  eh? 

Quarter  mile  times  for  the  twin-cam 
r750? 

An  astounding  12.69  sec.  at  105.5  mph. 

Better  than  the  prc-control  bikes,  better 
llhan  the  old  750F  and  belter  than  all  the 
J  other  750s  in  production. 

How  about  that?!  Government  regula- 
1  tion  means  more  research  and  more  re- 
search  means  better  motorcycles. 

Brake  performance  wasn't  as  impressive. 
"The  figures  are  just  about  equal  to  the  first 
:  750,  despite  some  added  weight.  But  the 
r  750K  needs  more  slopping  room  than  does 


the  CBX.  Some  of  this  may  be  tires,  as 
illustrated  in  this  month's  front  tire  com- 
parison. Some  of  it  may  be  sheer  brake 
area,  as  in  one  disc  vs  two. 

And  some  of  it  may  be  Honda's  work  on 
disc  pad  material.  Discs  are  notorious  for 
losing  power  in  the  rain.  Honda  has  devel- 
oped a  pad  material  that  isn't  as  afl"ected 
by  water.  The  test  750K  had  some  of  the 
out-of-round  feel  noted  with  the  test  CBX. 
and  the  750  required  more  pressure  on  the 
lever,  and  the  front  brake  squeaked  and 
warbled  under  moderate  lever  pressure 
like  the  birds  of  spring. 

Slopping  distances  and  pressure  and 
control  are  all  respectable,  mind.  It's  just 
that  we'd  expected  superlatives  here  as 
well. 

The  engine  is  nearly  flawless.  Fires  up  in 
maybe  two  spins,  hot  or  cold.  The  choke  is 
calibrated  so  you  can  set  a  nice  high  idle 
while  you're  buckling  your  helmet.  The 
CV  carbs  surge  a  bit  on  damp  mornings  for 
the  first  five  miles  or  so  and  then  smooth 
out  so  well  you'd  hardly  know  they  were 
CV  carbs.  Control  placement  and  function 
are  fine,  excepting  possible  the  oil  pressure 
warning  light,  which  reflects  the  sun  and 
gave  us  a  start. 

The  turn  signal  sw  itch  isn't  as  good  as  its 
intentions.  There's  a  lane-change  position; 
a  nudge  that  doesn't  lock,  and  a  lock  for 
turns.  The  nudge  is  not  quite  light  enough 
and  the  detent  takes  practice.  Good  idea, 
though,  and  one  that  will  work  right  in 
time. 

Driveline  snatch  is  notable  by  its  ab- 
sence. Clutch  pull  is,  well,  we  can't  quite 
agree  with  the  Honda  man  who  said  the 
wind  at  95  will  push  the  lever  in.  but  we 
know  what  he  meant.  Shifting  takes  firm- 
ness. Too  slow  a  toe  and  you'll  find  more 
neutrals  than  you  knew  were  there.  A  good 
shifter,  but  not  a  great  one.  Internal  ratios 
drew  no  comments,  perhaps  because  the 
engine  is  so  strong  that  one  seldom  needs 
to  downshift  and  so  quiet  that  revs/road 
speed  don't  get  noticed.  Proper  big  fuel 
tank,  with  four  gallons  on  normal  and  1.3 
in  reserve.  Ridden  normally,  you  can  go 
200  miles  between  fill-ups. 


The  passenger  may  complain.  Strange,.; 
The  CBX  has  a  short  and  tipped  passcngen 
section  and  nobody  can  complain,  because:* 
two-up  isn't  something  the  CBX  nwnen 
will  do  often.  The  passenger  space  is  lor  ann 
occasional  short  ride  or  a  convenience.; 
When  your  buddy  needs  a  lift  home.  it'» 
good  to  be  able  to  oflTer  it  legally. 

But  the  same  general  shape  appears  onn 
the  750K.  a  bike  that  will  be  bought  fon. 
two-up  trips  and  touring.  Such  a  machines 
should  have  a  longer  and  less  shaped  back/1 
seat. 

The  operator's  section  is  better.  .Some.; 
The  step  does  gi\e  you  something  to  brace 
against,  if  you  are  of  medium  height.  The 
curve  in  the  middle  works  okay.  It's  a  widea 
seal,  though,  and  leveraging  the  legs  out-; 
board  brings  them  further  from  the  groundb 
than  the  measured  .seat  height  would  leadb 
you  to  expect.  That  gives  the  bike  a  heavien- 
feel  in  slow  traflic  than  its  weight  wouldb 
indicate. 

Nor  did  the  bars  win  our  hearts.  High.i 
and  with  a  bend  that  cramped  some  wrists.* 
The  height  is  most  of  the  objection,  asi 
although  they  are  fine  at  most  speed.s.i; 
when  you're  hard  on  it  and /or  have  a; 
headwind,  the  upright  posture  forces  tho 
rider  to  hang  on  or  lean  forward  with  armsi 
bent.  Both  are  tiring. 

One  tends  to  forget  (or  forgive)  tho 
above  once  on  the  road.  Even  without  aiii 
forks  or  adjustable  damping,  the  K's  rido 
is  smooth,  over  little  bumps  or  big  ones<i 
Good  compliance  at  both  ends.  This  is  a; 
sporting  suspension,  even  so.  and  althougH 
the  bumps  can  be  fell,  they  have  been 
cushioned  before  arrival. 

Handling  is  as  happy  a  medium  as  wo' 
can  recall.  There's  a  slight  feeling  of  falling 
into  turns  at  drive-way  entrance  spcedsa 
but  from  there  up.  the  750K  goes  where- 
you  point  it. 

Medium.  Perhaps  because  the  two  mod-l 
els  are  fresh  in  our  minds  and  are  ihem-f 
.selves  such  a  contrast,  at  speed  the  150KA 
fits  between  the  BMW  R65  and  the  CBX) 

On  the  same  turn,  same  speed,  tho 
BMW  sweeps  through  guided  b\  the 
rider's  wishes.  The  CBX  walks  about  on 
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bumps  and  must  be  forced  down  and 
around. 

The  750K  tends  to  run  wide  but  gentle 
pressure  on  the  bars  will  tighten  the  line 
exactly  where  you  want  it  to  be  and  around 
you  go. 

There  is  no  shake,  no  wobble.  Side  by 
side  with  the  CBX  across  slabs  in  the 
pavement  and  such,  the  750K  can  be  felt 
working  over  the  ridges.  But  it  feels  like 
one  solid  piece  as  the  suspension,  well, 
suspends  and  the  dampers  damp.  What  we 
have  here  is  a  good  strong  750  that  feels 
like  exactly  what  it  is,  as  solid  and  agile  a 
bike  as  there  is  in  class. 

That's  on  the  street.  As  usual,  since 
finding  the  performance  limits  of  a  large 
bike  on  the  street  is  dangerous  at  best,  we 
took  the  CB750K  to  Ontario  Motor  Speed- 
way for  an  American  Federation  of  Motor- 
cyclists (AFM)  club  road  race.  Like  most 
street  motorcycles  with  compliant  suspen- 
sion, the  CB750K  wallowed  and  wobbled 
on  the  track,  especially  in  sweeping,  high- 
speed curves,  when  exiting  turns  on  the 
gas,  when  entering  bends  and  at  top  speed 
on  the  straightaway.  The  condition  was 
very  distracting  during  the  first  15-minute 
practice  session. 

During  the  second  practice,  the  rider 
concentrated  on  making  very  smooth  tran- 
sitions, as  when  changing  from  upright  to 
leaning  and  from  braking  to  turning. 
Avoiding  abrupt  changes  in  direction  and 
rolling  on  the  throttle  at  turn  exits  brought 
the  wobble  under  control  in  the  infield, 
and  pushing  against  the  handlebars  and 
sitting  perfectly  still  kept  the  bike  stable  on 
the  straight. 

The  footpegs  were  the  first  things  to  drag 
during  hard  cornering.  With  the  side  and 


Spoke  wheels  and  single  front  disc  come 
with  the  750K.  Sports  version  750F  gets  twin 
discs  and  ComStar  wheels. 


center  stands  removed,  the  next  things  to 
touch  down  were  the  brake  lever  on  the 
right  and  the  exhaust  header  pipes  on  the 
left.  Any  more  lean  lifted  the  rear  wheel 
and  started  the  bike  sliding.  Bridgestone 
Mag  Mopus  tires  were  well  matched  to 
available  ground  clearance,  although  they 
did  heat  up  after  several  fast  laps  and 
begin  to  slip  a  little  at  maximum  lean.  The 
rear  tire  began  sliding  under  power  at  turn 
exits,  setting  up  a  definite,  but  controlla- 
ble, drift. 

The  front  disc  brake  was  adequate,  but 
not  outstanding:  the  rear  drum  brake  very 
controlable  and  not  as  prone  to  locking  up 
under  hard  pre-corner  braking  as  the  rear 
discs  found  on  many  750s. 

AFM  Production  rules  allow  internal 
engine  modifications  (such  as  cams,  head 
porting,  pistons),  the  removal  of  turn  sig- 
nals and  taillights,  use  of  accessory  shocks, 
short  handlebars,  wider  rims  and  racing 
tires.  But  despite  the  fact  that  it  was  flung 
around  the  track  with  all  the  street  equip- 
ment (except  mirrors  and  stands)  attached, 
and  despite  the  fact  that  the  K  model  is 
more  touring  oriented  than  the  sporting  F 
model,  the  Honda  performed  very  well.  It 
accelerated  harder  than  all  but  one  of  the 
dominate-model  Suzuki  GS750s  entered, 
and  matched  all  but  one  for  top  speed, 
indicating  125  mph  in  fifth,  over-revving 
500  rpm  to  10.000  rpm. 

In  the  race,  a  first-turn  mishap  kept  the 
bike  and  rider  from  finishing  well-the 
2.19-mile  course  was  run  backwards,  fun- 
neling  the  combined  Open-750-550  Pro- 
duction grid  through  what  is  normally  turn 
19.  a  tight,  second-gear  corner.  Several 
riders  got  out  of  shape  at  the  entrance  and 
ran  off  the  track.  Faced  with  the  choice  of 


Large  airbox  has  quicl<-change  filter  ele- 
ment removable  from  the  left  side. 


ramming  the  others  or  running  off  tH; 
track  with  them,  our  test  rider  rode  on  r 
the  grass.  By  the  time  he  had  turno 
around  and  rejoined  the  fray  in  next-to-lae 
place,  the  leaders  were  gone.  The  Hono 
finished  sixth,  but  based  on  lap  time^ 
should  have  finished  in  the  top  three  posz 
tions-probably  second-if  nothing  hae 
happened.  Anybody  who  has  been  arounn 
racetracks  knows  that  it  is  no  disgrace  fon 
stocker  to  give  away  two  seconds  per  lap  I 
a  modified,  accessory-shocked,  r,icing 
tired  production  racer.  With  shocks,  rinr 
and  tires,  the  Honda  CB750K  could  win 
engine  modifications  would  probably  en' 
sure  victory.  With  the  K  version  so  closit 
the  lighter,  faster  CB750F  should  be  im 
instant  winner. 

In  sum.  the  substance  is  better  than  tH 
style.  The  flaws  are  in  the  area  of  bars  ann 
seat:  personal,  variable  with  rider  si/e  ann 
weight  and  experience.  Honda  has  kept  tW 
750K  flavor.  The  designers  have  donn 
some  things  in  line  with  what  the  othe, 
factories  have  been  selling.  If  they've  gonn 
a  bit  far,  so  have  the  others.  The  cure  fo" 
those  who  object  is  as  clo.se  as  the  neare:; 
shop  with  .seats  and  bars  for  sale. 

The  important  thing.s,  the  enginceringi 
are  pure  Honda.  The  engine  is  terrific.  Thrl 
frame  and  suspension  are  balanced  anr 
engineered  for  each  other  and  the  enginei 
Just  about  every  detail  has  been  donn 
correctly  and  the  competence  of  the  me; 
who  did  it  shines  through. 

So  the  four-piper  Honda  is  10  vears  olo 
The  new  one  does  everything  the  first  onr 
did.  but  better. 

That  should  entitle  the  750K  to  10  mon 
years  at  least. 


Drum  rear  brake  and  four  pipes  on  the  M 
version  are  the  most  obvious  differences 
between  the  K  and  the  F  750s. 
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HONDA  CB7SOK 


SPECIFICATIONS 

.ist  price  $2598 

ingine   dohc  Four 

5ore  X  stroke  62  x  62mm 

'iston  displacement  749cc 

/ompression  ratio  9:1 

Jarburetion   (4)  30mm  Keihin  CV 

^ir  filtration  treated  paper 

gnition  pointless,  transistorized 

Claimed  power  72  bhp  @  9000  rpm 

Claimed  ' 

torque  45.6  ft.-lb.  @  7000  rpm 

.ubrication  system  wet  sump 

)il  capacity  9.4  pt. 

uel  capacity   5.3  gal. 

iecommended  fuel  low  lead 

)tarting  system  electric 

:lectrical  system   260w,  12v 

/lutch   multi-disc,  wet 

'rimary  drive  Hy-Vo  chain 

inal  drive  #630  chaih 

5ear  Ratios,  overall:1 

5th  5.81 

4th  6.99 

3rd  8.39 

2nd  10.78 

1st  15.27 

luspension  front  telescopic  fork 

Juspension,  rear  swing  arm 

ire,  front   3.50-19 

ire,  rear  4.25-18 

irake,  front  11.6-in.  disc 

irake,  rear  7.0-in.  drum 


Total  brake  swept  area  81.2  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading 

(160-lb.  rider)   8.69  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase   60.5  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  27.5  deg. 

Trail  4.7  in. 

Handlebar  width  32.0  in. 

Seat  height  32.0  in. 

Seat  width  9.5  in. 

Footpeg  height  13.5  in. 

Ground  clearance  6.0  in. 

Curb  weight 

(w/half-tank  fuel)  546  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent   46/54 


PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed  @  60  mph 

Power/weight  ratio, 
(160-lb.  rider)   9 

Fuel  consumption  

Speedometer  error: 
30  mph  indicated,  actually 
40  mph  indicated,  actually 
50  mph  indicated,  actually 
60  mph  indicated,  actually 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  

from  60  mph  

Standing  start 

y4-mile  12.69  @  1 

Speed  after  '/2-mile  


4447  rpm 

8  lb. /bhp 
42.5  mpg 


27.84 
37.75 
.48.25 
58.55 


...34.0  ft. 
.144.7  ft. 


05.5  mph 
122  mph 


ACCELERATION  /  ENGINE  AND  ROAD  SPEEDS 

RPM  X 100  40  60  80  100  120 


150 


125 


100 
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25 


1 

/ 
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/ 
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/ 
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FRONT  FORKS 


DISPLACEMENT 
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Fork  travel   6  in. 

Engagement  5.7  in. 

Stanchion  tube  diameter   35  mm 

Spring  rate  47  lb. /in. 

Compression  damping  force  10  lb. 

Rebound  damping  force  14  lb. 

Static  seal  friction   11.25  1b. 

Showa  straight-leg  fork 
Forks  on  the  latest  Honda  750  provide 
adequate  suspension  compliance  and 
good  control.  Static  seal  friction  is  low 
at  11.25  lb.  The  47  lb. /in.  springs  are 
appropriate  for  all-around  use.  Fork  leg 
diameter  is  still  35mm. 


REAR  SHOCKS 


DISPLACEMENT 


— ' 

Vertical          20  lb  div    Frequency           2  0  Hz 
Horizontal    0  25  in  div    Max  Velocity  94in  'sec 

u 


3 

U 
CC 


Shock  length   13.75  In. 

Shock  travel  4  in. 

Wheel  travel   4.5  in. 

Spring  rate  100  lb. /in. 

Compression  damping  force  12  lb. 
Rebound  damping  force  88  lb. 

Showa  FVQ  shock 

Spring  and  damping  rates  are  fine  for 
solo  riding,  providing  good  comfort  and 
adequate  control.  For  passenger  carry- 
ing or  fast  riding  a  stiffer  spring  and 
stronger  damping  would  be  preferable 
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Long-Term  Rep^ 

12,000  iWliles  ^ 

Later        ^  w*? 
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One  year  and  12.000  miles  after  de- 
livery, our  long-term  test  Kawasaki 
KZ 1000  is  in  excellent  condition.  It 
has  been  well  used,  but  it  has  held  up  well 
to  the  use  received. 

Shortly  after  the  Kawasaki  arrived  it  was 
connected  to  a  Cycle  Kamp  trailer  and 
used  as  a  beast  of  burden,  carrying  the 
trailer  for  a  test.  After  that  it  collected 
miles  in  occasional  trips  but  spent  consid- 
erable time  in  the  garage  while  other  bikes 
were  tested.  More  recently  the  Kawasaki 
was  used  as  a  test  bed  for  evaluating  oil 
coolers,  fairings,  saddlebags  and  rear 
shocks.  Finally,  CYCLE  WORLD  contrib- 
utor Billy  Wolfe  loaded  it  up  and  used  the 
bike  for  a  5000  mile  vacation  extending  up 
into  Canada  and  through  several  western 
states. 

The  use  received  by  the  KZ  reflects  its 
strong  points:  a  powerful  engine  and  good 
load  carrying  ability.  A  year's  experience 
with  the  bike  has  reinforced  opinions 
about  its  suitability  for  touring  use.  The 
only  repairs  needed  in  12.000  miles  were 
the  results  of  rider  negligence,  not  a  fault 
of  the  motorcycle. 

Shortly  after  the  Kawasaki  was  put  in 
use  there  were  several  comments  logged 
about  drivetrain  noise,  vibration  and  a 
"harsh  grinding  at  2000  to  3000  rpm  under 
load."  Adjusting  the  chain  reduced  some 
of  the  noise  and  vibration  but  not  all. 
Another  200  miles  after  the  chain  had 
been  adjusted  the  noises  picked  up  again. 
A  compression  check  showed  low  com- 
pression in  all  cylinders  and  two  sooty 
plugs.  The  bike  was  taken  to  our  local 
Kawasaki  dealer.  Champion  Motorcycles, 
with  1500  miles  on  the  odometer.  We 
learned  two  things:  Our  compression 
gauge  didn't  work  correctly  and  the  chokes 
were  sticking  on  the  carburetors.  Compres- 
sion was  150  lb.  on  all  cylinders.  Lubrica- 
tion cured  the  sticking  chokes,  a  chain 
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adjustment  stopped  the  chain  from  rub- 
bing on  the  chain  guard  and  the  bike  was 
pronounced  healthy. 

Servicing  didn't  eliminate  the  low  speed 
harshness  and  notes  continued  to  be  writ- 
ten in  the  log  book.  Gas  mileage  was 
averaging  40  mpg  with  lows  of  35  mpg  and 
highs  of  45  mpg.  Because  the  bike  was 
running  well  the  3000  mile  service  was 
skipped  and  the  oil  was  changed. 

At  4124  miles  a  Racer  1  accessory  ex- 
haust system  was  installed,  although  the 
original  equipment  4-into-2  exhaust  was 
still  in  good  condition.  Then  at  4693  miles 
the  Kawasaki  was  outfitted  for  an  extended 
trip  with  Samsonite  luggage  and  Camber 
X7  fairing.  A  new  rear  tire  also  was  in- 
stalled, a  seemingly  insignificant  mainte- 
nance item  it  would  seem  but  the  cause  of 
later  troubles. 

A  spacer  on  the  rear  axle  was  inadver- 
tently left  off  when  the  rear  tire  was  first 
changed.  When  Wolfe  took  the  Kawasaki 
on  his  extended  trip,  the  rear  wheel  bear- 
ings began  to  fail  half  way  through  the  trip. 
New  bearings  were  installed  in  northern 
Idaho  but  the  spacer  wasn't  replaced.  Be- 
cause of  the  bearing  problem  the  new  rear 
tire  had  worn  out  and  was  replaced  at  the 
same  time  as  the  bearings.  By  the  end  of 
the  trip  the  bearings  and  rear  tire  were 
again  shot.  This  time  the  spacer  was  re- 
placed. The  tire  has  worn  less  ever  since  as 
well  as  eliminating  the  problem  with  the 
bearings. 

After  4890  miles  the  Kawasaki  had  used 
one  quart  of  oil.  Total  mileage  at  the  end  of 
the  trip  was  9690.  The  bike  was  still  run- 
ning flne  on  the  original  spark  plugs; 
points  hadn't  been  touched  yet;  valves 
were  still  at  the  original  settings. 

But  during  the  long  trip  the  rear  shocks 
were  regularly  bottoming  out  even  though 
set  at  maximum  preload  and  with  one 
passenger  and  luggage  aboard.  When  the 


bike  returned  a  set  of  Number  1  Levele: 
shocks  was  installed.  The  front  forks  hac 
also  softened  up  some,  not  enough  tc 
cause  problems  but  enough  to  make  th( 
bike  ride  more  gently. 

By  11,500  miles  the  bike  was  running 
rougher  at  low  speeds  than  normal.  New 
plugs  went  in  but  the  points  and  valve: 
were  left  alone.  The  KZ  ran  better  but  stil 
less  than  ideally  at  low  speeds.  With  12,82< 
miles  on  the  odometer— ready  for  the  trij 
back  to  Kawaski— compression  wa; 
checked  again,  all  cylinders  still  showing 
150  lb.  There  is  still  a  little  life  left  in  th< 
chain.  Maybe  another  2000  miles  at  most 
With  a  new  chain  installed  the  Kawasak 
would  be  ready  to  ride  anywhere.  A  num 
ber  of  other  comments  have  been  listed  ir 
the  log  book.  Cornering  clearance  is  ver^ 
good  but,  when  pushed,  the  Kawasak 
shows  signs  of  frame  flex  with  some  wal 
lowing.  Nobody  liked  the  clutch  interlocl 
which  requires  the  clutch  lever  to  be  pullec 
in  before  the  starter  will  work.  For  tune  up; 
or  other  service  operations  in  which  two 
hand  starting  is  impractical,  the  Kawasak 
is  a  pain.  The  engine  remained  oil  tigh 
throughout  the  test.  Brakes  on  the  Kaw  are 
excellent  when  dry  but  next  to  useless  ir 
the  rain.  Both  front  and  rear  brakes  art 
stainless  steel  discs  which  are  affected  h\ 
water. 

An  unusual  problem  noted  by  only  one 
rider  was  that  the  choke  lever,  mounted  oi 
the  left  carburetor,  can  be  accidentall; 
lifted  up  by  the  top  of  a  tall  boot  whei 
shifting.  Whenever  the  KZ  wouldn't  idle 
Big  Foot  would  reach  down  and  push  th 
choke  lever  down.  A  simple  solution,  bu 
an  annoying  problem. 

Overall,  the  KZIOOO  has  proved  to  be  . 
fine  touring  bike.  There's  plenty  of  powe 
for  any  touring  use.  The  suspension  i 
adequate  stock  but  the  Levelers  rea 
shocks  made  suspension  even  bettei 
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ibration  level  was  minimal  and  what 
ibration  there  was  occurred  at  low  engine 
>eeds  not  used  often  on  the  highway, 
lear  whine  noticed  on  earlier  big  Ka- 
asakis  never  was  noticed  by  any  testers, 
/en  with  a  fairing  installed.  What  may  be 
le  Kawasaki's  outstanding  quality  as  a 
•uring  bike,  however,  is  the  durability  and 
ependability  it  exhibited  during  the  year. 

always  ran  and  was  up  to  any  use. 

The  Big  Kaw  isn't  perfect,  though.  The 
:at  is  small  and  has  minimal  padding.  A 
righter  headlight  is  in  order  for  any  se- 
ous  night  riding.  While  the  chain  held  up 
ell  with  minimal  attention  it  was  a  source 
r  noise  and  vibration  and  needed  occa- 
onal  tightening.  For  really  high  mileage 
5e  it  would  be  more  of  a  nuisance.  And 
scause  the  chain  is  endless  it  is  more 
ifficult  to  replace  when  the  time  comes. 
3  while  a  chain  drive  bike  is  perfectly 
irviceable  as  a  touring  mount,  it's  not 
srfect. 

Billy  Wolfe  is  a  fireman  and  a  touring 
ider  with  a  difference;  for  the  past  several 
ears  he's  been  doing  his  cross-country  rides 
m  a  Yamaha  Single.  He's  also  a  friend  of 
he  staff  and  an  experienced  rider,  so  when 
he  touring  season  rolled  around  and  the 
ong  term  Kawasaki  KZJOOO  needed  miles, 
^•e  made  Bill  an  irrefusable  offer 

Would  he  like  to  equip  the  bike  with  a 
omplete  touring  package,  ride  to  Montana 
\nd  back  and  report  on  how  the  Kawasaki 
\nd  extras  performed? 

Yes,  he  said. 


His  report: 

y  trip  began  with  an  early  morn- 
ing ride  to  Las  Vegas,  then  north 
on  1-15  to  Salt  Lake  City  and  then 
to  Great  Falls,  Montana.  After  a  few  days 
visiting  it  was  back  on  the  road  heading 
west  to  Coeur  D'Alene,  Idaho.  From  here 
'  it  was  north  up  Highway  95  into  Canada. 
As  soon  as  I  reached  the  north  end  of  Banff 
National  Park  I  headed  south  back  into 
northern  Washington,  then  straight  across 
to  the  west  coast.  A  quick  ride  to  Van- 
couver, Canada,  and  then  back  down  the 
U.S.  coast  on  Highways  I  and  101  ended 
the  trip. 

As  soon  as  the  fairing  was  bolted  on,  the 
bike  felt  more  at  home.  The  KZ  is  more 
enjoyable  and  feels  safer  as  a  touring  bike. 
Power  was  never  a  problem.  In  almost  5000 
miles  there  was  never  a  time  when  more 
power  was  needed.  The  engine  never 
missed  a  beat,  and  as  a  result  I  had  total 
confidence  in  the  engine  getting  me  where 
I  was  headed. 

After  4890  miles  of  55  mph  cruising  and 
hours  of  high-speed  cruising  and  always 
carrying  a  good  size  load,  the  KZ  used  a 
quart  of  oil.  While  in  Idaho  the  plugs  were 
checked  and  looked  fine.  The  front  tire 
wore  very  quickly,  this  could  be  due  to  the 
added  weight  of  the  fairing.  The  back  tire 
held  up  well  until  the  twisty  roads  of  the 
West  were  reached,  then  it  wore  rather 
quickly.  Our  test  bike  didn't  have  the  stock 
headlight  thank  God,  even  the  Quartz 
headlight  it  had  wasn't  really  good  enough 


for  extended  night  riding. 

The  back  brake  didn't  have  much  feel  to 
it  and  didn't  seem  to  do  much  stopping. 
The  front,  on  the  other  hand,  did  a  beauti- 
ful job  and  was  a  pleasure  to  use,  except 
when  wet. 

Engine  vibration  was  minimum  at  all 
speeds.  When  out  on  a  dark  road  the 
instruments  weren't  quite  bright  enough. 
Brighter  lights  and  a  dimmer  control 
would  be  great. 

There  was  only  about  90  lb.  of  luggage 
on  the  bike,  along  with  a  160  lb.  rider,  but 
the  shocks  couldn't  handle  it.  Even  on 
their  stiffest  setting  they  bottomed  out 
frequently.  The  front  fork  worked  well  but 
bottomed  too  easily  during  braking.  With 
the  addition  of  the  fairing  the  stock  fork  oil 
ought  to  be  replaced  with  a  heavier  grade. 

While  touring  the  KZ  got  40  to  42  mpg 
cruising  at  about  80  mph.  At  55  to  60  mph 
it  reached  53  mpg,  which  is  almost  hard  to 
believe.  I  could  almost  squeeze  200  miles 
from  a  tank  of  gas  while  riding  at  moderate 
speeds  using  reserve.  With  the  full  fairing, 
the  KZ  would  top  out  at  an  indicated  1 15 
mph. 

Overall  the  bike  was  enjoyable  and  also 
comfortable,  except  for  the  seat.  The 
stocker  was  too  stiff.  After  a  day's  riding  it 
gave  me  a  sore  butt.  As  many  people  know, 
once  your  rump  gets  sore  you  stay  that  way 
for  as  long  as  you  continue  riding. 

If  you  have  never  ridden  with  a  full 
fairing,  it  is  a  beautiful  experience  after 
riding  long  distances  without  one.  Q 


CAMBER  X7  FAIRING 

In  appearance,  the  Camber  X7  fairing  is 
moderately  different  from  the  ubiq- 
uitous Windjammer  and  all  its  imita- 
ions,  but  it  works  very  much  like  a 
tVindjammer;  that  is  to  say,  very  good.  It 
nade  riding  long  distances  most  enjoyable 
md  kept  all  bugs,  rocks,  etc.  off  the  rider, 
iven  when  riding  through  some  snow  on  a 
nountain  pass  it  kept  the  rider  dry  and 
veil  protected.  But  when  the  snow  turned 
o  rain,  spray  from  trucks  made  visibility 
}oor  through  the  tall  windshield. 

The  Camber  fairing  offers  several  fea- 
ures:  removable  lowers,  locking  compart- 
Tient  covers,  huge  cargo  room,  a  conveni- 
ent dash  for  adding  gauges  or  a  radio, 
3re-drilled,  rubber-coated  mounting  hard- 
vare  and  simple  one  plug  electrical 
lookup.  The  mounting  bracket  used  is 
dentical  to  the  Vetter  bracket,  clamping  to 
he  frame  downtubes  with  a  minimum  of 
liflftculty.  Only  one  problem  cropped  up 
luring  installation:  There  wasn't  enough 
rlearance  at  the  sides  of  the  steep-slanting 
vindshield  for  the  mirrors,  which  limited 
iteering  lock.  With  the  handlebars  ad- 
usted  to  personal  fit.  the  brake  lever  would 
ilso  hit  the  windshield.  That  twice  caused 
he  bike  to  flop  over  while  being  pushed 
iround  a  parking  lot. 

Because  of  the  steep  slope  of  the  wind- 
ihield,  there  is  a  narrow  pocket  formed 
)etween  the  dash  of  the  fairing  and  the 
vindshield.  It's  big  enough  to  hold  a  map 


or  some  gloves  but  isn't  big  enough  for  a 
hand  to  reach  down  and  clean  the  accumu- 
lated dirt  out  of  the  space. 

Inside  the  Camber  there's  an  above 
average  amount  of  storage  space.  The 
Camber  has  twice  the  storage  space  of  the 
smallest  frame-mount  fairings,  while 
being  one  of  the  lightest  fairings  on  the 
market.  Getting  gear  stored  in  the  fairing, 
however,  is  another  matter.  The  two  plastic 
covers  are  locked  using  different  keys. 
Once  opened,  there  is  no  cable  or  hinge  to 
hold  the  covers.  The  openings  into  the 
fairing  are  small,  only  about  3  in.  wide, 
making  it  impossible  to  stow  such  common 
items  as  a  35mm  camera  or  a  quart  of  oil  in 
the  fairing. 

Lighting  is  provided  by  an  automotive- 
type  7  in.  headlight.  A  brighter  quartz  light 
would  be  better  but  at  least  replacements 
are  easy  to  come  by.  Because  of  the  slope 
of  the  windshield,  a  glare  from  the  instru- 
ment lights  is  reflected  back  to  the  rider  at 
night. 

The  Camber  is  well  made,  of  hand-laid 
fiberglass,  sturdy  and  easy  to  repair  in  case 
of  a  shunt.  Cost  is  $320  for  the  white  one 
tested  or  $330  for  a  black  fairing.  Pre- 
mounted  VDO  gauges  are  available,  as  is 
color  matching  for  most  mororcycles. 
Check  with  Camber  Fairing  Company, 
1640  Pomona  Ave.,  Costa  Mesa,  Calif. 
92627  B 
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SAMSONITE  MOTORCYCLE 
LUGGAGE 

Samsonite  saddlebags  can  be  in- 
stalled in  less  than  two  iiours  with 
the  proper  tools.  Relocating  the 
turn  signals  required  the  most  time  be- 
cause the  signals  wouldn't  come  off  the 
original  stalks  easily. 

The  top  rack  and  sidebars  required  only 
a  little  pushing  and  shoving  (pretty  good 
for  an  aftermarket  product)  for  mounting. 
Everything  bolts  directly  to  the  frame  at 
the  top  shock  mount,  rear  frame  and  foot 
peg  mount.  All  brackets  are  heavy 
chromed  steel  and  very  solid. 

When  mounted,  the  saddlebags  look  for 
all  the  world  like  ordinary  Samsonite  lug- 
gage. They  are  an  attractive  charcoal  gray 
color  with  chromed  latches  and  handles  at 
the  top.  Three  pieces  of  luggage  were 
mounted;  two  saddlebags  and  the  rear  box, 
all  of  which  are  identical  and  interchange- 
able. One  side  of  each  case  has  a  triangular 
protrusion  which  fits  into  a  triangular 
opening  on  the  mounting  racks.  Once  in 
place  a  screw-in  lock  holds  each  of  the 
bags  in  place.  The  mounting  is  sturdy, 
quickly  detachable  and  allows  removing 
the  bags  without  opening  the  luggage. 
Only  when  it  rained  was  it  difficult  to  lock 
or  unlock  the  luggage. 

Inside,  there's  lots  of  room.  Enough  for 
a  full  faced  helmet,  in  fact.  In  the  main 
part  of  the  cases  there  are  two  straps  for 


holding  everything  in  place.  On  the  other 
side,  what  would  be  the  top  of  an  ordinary 
suit  case,  there  is  a  flimsy  divider  flap  held 
in  place  with  snaps  which  kept  falling  out. 
A  positive  locking  closure  would  work 
much  better.  Locks  holding  the  cases 
closed  were  very  good.  Plastic  straps  held 
the  handles  down. 

Everywhere  the  motorcycle  went,  the 
bags  caught  people's  attention.  Everybody 
liked  them,  though  some  wondered  if  they 
didn't  stick  out  too  far.  The  answer  is  no: 
they  do  stick  out  some  but  it  is  never  felt 
while  riding  and  they  never  caused  any 
trouble. 


Total  width  of  the  bags  mounted  on  the 
Kawasaki  was  35  in.  That  is  about  six 
inches  wider  than  the  narrowest  bags  avail- 
able and  compares  to  many  of  the  wider 
saddlebag  systems. 

Nylon  saddlebag  covers  were  sent  with 
the  saddlebags.  They  didn't  prevent  water 
from  leaking  through  the  bottom  of  the 
saddlebags  during  wet  weather  riding.  The 
top  case  didn't  leak,  though. 

Co.st  for  the  three  piece  set  up  is  $375 
everything  included.  If  only  the  two  sad- 
dlebags are  needed  the  cost  is  $276.50. 
available  from  Samsonite  Touring  Divi- 
sion. Denver.  Colo  80239.  Q 


RACER  1  EXHAUST 

Two  important  changes  were  immedi- 
ately apparent  when  the  Racer  I 
Exhaust  was  mounted  on  the 
KZIOOO.  First,  the  change  took  32  pounds 
off  the  motorcycle.  Second,  the  change 
decreased  ground  clearance  2.25  in. 

Installing  the  exhaust  wasn't  easy.  Get- 
ting the  four  header  pipes  to  line  up  in 
unison  with  the  head  took  a  couple  of 
hours.  A  second  set  of  headers  installed  at 
the  end  of  the  test  went  on  perfectly.  Once 
the  headers  were  on,  it  only  took  a  few 
minutes  to  bolt  on  the  muffler. 

Once  mounted,  the  exhaust  didn't  inter- 
fere with  oil  changes  or  oil  filter  removal. 
Both  sidestand  and  centerstand  remained 
usable  but  the  centerstand  was  held 
slightly  lower  than  normal  by  the  muffler 
and  rubbed  the  bottom  of  the  muffler.  The 
Racer  I  muffler  mounts  on  the  left  side  of 
th«  motorcycle.  It  is  shorter  than  the  stock 
mufflers  and  lower  as  well,  which  makes 
saddlebag  mounting  and  tire  changing 
much  easier.  The  axle  bolt  can  be  pulled 
out  without  removing  anything  because 
the  muffler  ends  ahead  of  the  rear  axle. 

During  regular  use  the  low  ground  clear- 
ance was  an  occasional  problem.  Un- 
loaded, the  ground  clearance  was  4.5  in. 
With  a  rider  aboard  it  was  even  less;  low 
enough,  in  fact,  to  scrape  when  ridden  over 
parking  lot  speed  bumps  at  even  the  lowest 
speeds. 


Out  on  the  road  the  exhaust  produced 
an  enjoyable  amount  of  noise.  Around 
town,  at  low  rpm,  the  exhaust  note  is  very 
subdued,  not  significantly  louder  than 
stock  pipes.  At  full  power  there's  a  notice- 
able increase  in  sound  level  but  still  noth- 
ing to  bring  the  Smokeys  out  from  under 
cover.  Even  the  most  dedicated  quiet  freak 
on  the  staff  enjoyed  the  sound  of  the  Racer 
1  exhaust.  Measured  according  to  the  Cal- 
ifornia Highway  Patrol  sound  test  the 
Racer  1  exhaust  measured  86  dbA,  just 
perceptably  louder  than  stock  but  quiet  for 
an  after  market  exhaust  system. 


The  Racer  1  system  did  increase  power 
Tested  with  nearly  13,000  miles  on  the 
odometer,  the  Racer  I  exhaust  cut  six- 
tenths  of  a  second  off  stock  quarter  mile 
times  and  increased  top  speed  in  the  quar- 
ter by  a  consistent  7  mph.  Our  time  with 
the  Racer  I  was  12.03  sec.  at  111.24  mph 
With  the  stock  pipes  the  Kawasaki  turned 
12.63  sec.  at  104.16  mph.  The  improve- 
ment was  made  without  different  jetting  oi 
any  other  changes. 

It's  a  worthwhile  improvement.  Cost  is 
$165.  Available  from  your  motorcycle 
dealer.  B 
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HUSOVARNA  0R390 

The  Desert  King  Gets  a  New  Frame  and  Longer  Legs. 


I  Last  year  Husq- 
arna  introduced  a 
cu  model  called  the 
)R.  The  OR  was  ba- 
ically  the  MX  with  a 
-gal.  tank.  Curnutt 
hocks.  86dB(A)  pipe. 

less  steep  steering 
ead  angle  and  a 
ransmission  that  con- 
ained  wide  ratio  gears  for  first,  second  and 
hird  and  close  ratio  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth, 
"his  model  was  close  to  what  desert  stars 
.arry  Roesler  and  Jack  John.son  devel- 
ped  for  the  Nevada  and  California  des- 
rts.  and  Baja  racing.  The  model  also 
roved  perfect  for  enduros  and  general 
ilay  riding  in  many  areas. 

The  OR  became  an  instant  success  and 
eniand  exceeded  availability  until  late  in 
lie  year  when  a  special  shipment  arrived 
rem  Sweden. 

Historically  Husqvarna  has  introduced 
;s  newest  engineering  marvels  on  the  MX 
ikes.  The  WRs,  etc..  always  seemed  a  year 
ehind:  that  is.  they  usually  used  the  forks 
nd  such  from  the  previous  year's  MX  line. 

Husqvarna  has  been  developing  a  new 
rame  for  a  couple  of  years  and  the  late 
ummer  rumor  mill  said  the  1979  CR 
,ould  utilize  the  new  frame.  Because  the 
)R  had  proven  so  popular  and  noting 
lusqvarna's  past  policy,  the  OR  was  ex- 

hotos  by  Kirk  Willis  and  Ron  Qrlewe 


pected  to  be  little  changed. 

So  much  for  rumors.  The  1979  OR390  is 
in  our  garage  and  the  new  frame  is  em- 
ployed. St)  is  the  new  airbox  and  the  1 1.8 
in.  travel  forks. 

The  frame  changes  start  at  the  larger 
steering  head  that  is  set  at  30.5°.  one 
degree  steeper  than  the  '78  model.  Two 
large  tubes  are  used  for  the  backbone,  the 
top  one  is  the  .same  size  as  before,  the  lower 
one  is  now  almost  as  large.  The  top  tube 
runs  back  from  the  steering  head  and  turns 
dow  nward  w  hen  it  reaches  the  rear  of  the 
tank.  It  terminates  into  a  smaller  tube  that 
runs  between  the  upper  shock  mounts, 
forming  a  T.  The  lower  backbone  tube 
parallels  the  top  and  the  two  merge  just 
before  the  T-section.  This  T-section  is 
much  stronger  than  last  year's  design.  The 
ugly  stepped  section  by  the  upper  shock 
mounts  has  been  eliminated  and  the  two 
tubes  (one  from  the  seat  base  to  top  shock 
mount,  one  from  the  sw  ing  arm  pivot)  now 
join  at  a  common  location.  A  large  gusset 
ties  this  T-section  together  and  another 
lube  connects  the  lower  backbone  to  a 
tube  just  above  the  swing  arm  pivot.  A  big. 
single  down  tube  is  used  in  front.  It  is 
heavily  gusseted  to  the  steering  head  and 
rolls  under  the  front  of  the  motor  where  it 
forks  into  two  smaller  tubes  that  cradle  the 
cases  and  terminate  just  aft  of  the  pegs. 
The  OR  also  has  a  tube  between  these 


tubes,  to  help  protect  the  magnesium  cen- 
ter cases  from  rock  damage.  As  before,  the 
frame  is  constructed  from  heat-treated 
Swedish  chrome-moly  steel  and  painted 
an  attractive  metallic  silver.  This  new  de- 
sign, with  its  double  backbone  and  heavy 
triangulation  in  the  area  under  the  seat,  is 
much  stronger  than  last  year's  frame  and 
allows  the  use  of  a  real  airbox.  a  lirst  for 
Husky. 

The  molded  plastic  airbox  features  a 
large  foam  air  filter  than  can  be  replaced 
with  a  fresh  one  in  less  than  10  sec.  Husky's 
quick-change  filter  is  a  real  bonus  for  the 
serious  off-road  racer.  It  will  allow  an  air 
filter  change  in  less  time  than  is  required  to 
fill  the  fuel  tank.  Its  outside  cover  is  hinged 
on  the  right  side  and  held  in  place  on  the 
left  by  a  lip  on  its  top  that  hooks  under  the 
frame  seal  rail.  The  big  foam  filler  is 
positioned  by  a  double  wire  bracket  that  is 
hinged  at  one  end  and  has  a  quick-di.scon- 
nect  al  the  other.  The  cover  is  larger  at  the 
top  than  the  actual  box.  allowing  air  to 
enter  from  a  protected  spot  under  the  seat. 
The  air  can  now  enter  the  filter  and  go 
straight  into  the  carburetor,  eliminating 
the  90°  bend  common  on  Huskies  since 
1967. 

The  front  forks  have  been  extended  and 
now  furnish  11.8  in.  of  plush  travel.  The 
lower  castings  are  the  same  but  the 
stanchion  tubes  are  longer  and  extend  2Va> 
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in.  through  the  top  fork  clamps.  Air  valves 
are  furnished  and  covered  by  nice  molded 
rubber  caps.  New  oil^eals  are  employed 
and  nary  a  drop  of  oil  escaped  past  them 
during  our  long  test.  Stanchion  tube  diam- 
eter remains  35mm  but.  with  the  increased 
travel,  they  now  look  spindly. 

A  large  diameter  chrome-moly  swing 
arm  from  last  year  is  retained  but  the  shock 
mounts  have  been  moved  forward  1'':  in. 
and  the  arm  is  '/i  in.  wider  at  the  front. 
Husky  is  one  of  the  few  companies  not 
using  a  curved  arm  on  their  latest  offer- 
ings. Curved  or  not,  it's  a  strong,  well  made 
unit. 

Gas-charged  17-in.  Curnutt  shocks 
low  thcTcarlKlieel  1 1  in.  of  travel.  Curnuti 
shocks  were  developed  by  a 
desert  rider  and  perform  ad  ^ 
desert  and  open  country  type  terram.  They 
sport  small  cooling  fins  at  their  tops  and  a 
large  oil  capacity  to  ward  off  fading.  They 
are  completely  rebuildable,  and  all  of  the 
pieces  are  available  individually.  Replace- 
-ment  should  never  be  necessary  unless  an 
owner  prefers  a  different  brand. 

The  OR's  engine  remains  mostly  the 
same  as  the  "78.  It  is  a  compact  magnesium 
cased  6-speed.  radial  head,  reed  cage,  two- 
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stroke.  It  became  a  production  engine  in 
1975  and  has  developed  into  a  reliable  and 
powerful  unit. 

The  6-speed  transmission  is  a  ct)mbina- 
tion  of  WR  and  CR  gears;  wide  ratios  for 
lirsl.  second,  third,  close  ratio  for  fourth, 
fifth  and  sixth.  This  desert-developed 
combo  makes  it  possible  to  poke  along  at  a 
slow  walk  on  goat  trails  in  first,  and  still 
pull  strongly  in  sixth  on  long  sandy  grades 
w  ithout  a  gearing  change.  This  combina- 
tion of  ratios  is  perfect  in  many  parts  of 
America  and  has  contributed  to  the  instant 
popularity  of  the  OR  models.  The  OR 
comes  with  two  extra  front  sprockets;  one 
smaller,  one  larger.  Woods  rideM>u'il!  want 
to  install  the  smaller  one.  Baja  experts  the 
larger,  but  most  .Q.ther  users  w  ill  probably 
find  the  delivered  ratio  perfect.  If  a  change 
-is  desired,  it  is  a  simple  chore  but  will 
require  a  pair  of  snap-ring  pliers.  With  the 
pliers  a  gearing  change  can  be  made  in  a 
few  minutes. 

The  drive  sprocket/swing  arm  pivot  re- 
lationship isn't  as  close  as  some  of  Husky's 
competition,  but  it  allows  room  for  ex- 
tremely tall'gearing  w  ithout  a  rear  sprocket 
change.  It  is  still  much  closer  than  some 
—  and  employs  a  novel  chain  tensioner 
jilaced  just  behind  the  sw  ing  arm  pivot.  It 


is  positioned  to  remove  excess  slop  on  both 
compression  and  rebound.  The  tensioner 
is  a  stationary  type  and  doesn't  use  a 
spring.  Two  plastic  rub  blocks  keep  the  520 
Renold  chain  from  sawing  through  the 
metal  bracket  and  a  spare  set  is  supplied  in 
the  tool  kit  pouch.  A  redesigned  double 
roller  guide  hangs  from  the  swing  arm  in 
front  of  the  rear  sprocket  and  keeps  the 
chain  aimed  at  the  sprocket. 

The  new  Iramc  made  it  necessary  to 
reshape  the  snake  pipe  and  a  small  heat 
shield  has  been  added  to  the  rear  cones  to 
prevent  scorched  legs.  A  big.  rebuildable 
silencer  is  niceh  mounted  to  the  rear 
frame  loop.  It  emits  onlv  S6dB(.'\)  and  is 
oH-road  legal. 

Both  front  and  rear  wheels  use  large 
spokes  and  aluminum  rims  The  rims  have 
a  center  section  that  is  deeper  than  a 
normal  wheel,  making  tire  changing 
easier.  The  hubs  are  the  same  nice  conical 
units  used  last  year  The  rear  hub  was 
widened  slightlv  last  year  allowing  the  "use 
of  wider  rear  brake  shoes.  As  always. 
Husky's  rear  brake  is  a  full-floating  unit 
that  doesn't  chatter  or  hop  when  applied 
hard  in  down  hill  whoops  and  bumps. 

Shifting  is  positive,  smooth  and  precise. 
Almost  no  effort  is  required  to  change  intoX 
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Vevv  double  backbone  frame  is  very  strong.  A  real  airbox  has  a  foam 
'liter  Wat  can  be  changed  in  less  than  10  sec.  The  fenders  and 
lirbox  are  secured  to  the  frame  by  rubber  clamps. 


New  pipe  has  a  small  heat  shield  on  its  rear  cone.  Engine  has 
six-speed  transmission  with  perfect  ratios. 


.ong-travel  gas-charged  Curnutt  shocks,  a 
iesert  favorite,  allow  11  in.  of  smooth  travel 
It  the  rear  wheel.  Chain  guide  is  redesigned 
\nd  the  sprocket  bolts  are  larger 


The  new  air  forks  give  11. 8  in.  of  plush  travel. 
A  3.50-21  Trelleborg  tire  is  stock. 


A  Gunner  Gasser  throttle  is  standard  equip- 
ment. Excellent  Magura  dogleg  levers  and 
mud  covers  are  furnished. 


1  higher  or  lower  gear,  but  the  rider  still 
has  enough  feel  to  know  the  gear  change 
has  taken  place.  Perfect.  If  the  rider  stalls 
the  big  motor,  a  search  for  neutral  will  be 
necessary  before  it  can  be  re-started.  Pri- 
mary kick  starting  has  never  been  a  part  of 
Husky's  package  and  still  isn't.  Husq- 
larna's  engineering  department  doesn't 
feel  the  convenience  is  worth  the  extra 
engine  weight  it  would  produce.  Neutral  is 
;asy  to  find  and  the  rider  soon  adapts. 

The  390  engine  is  pure  pleasure  to  use. 
Vibration  is  slight,  powerband  wide  and 
horsepower  strong.  Useable  power  starts  at 
idle  and  continues  to  top  rpms.  It  isn't 
fussy,  thanks  to  the  high  voltage  Motoplat 
ignition.  Mikuni  carburetor  and  six-petal 
reed  induction.  It  is  as  happy  at  3  mph  in  a 
rock  pile  as  it  is  at  90  mph  on  a  Baja  road. 
Gas  consumption  is  low  (for  a  racing  en- 
iine)  and  a  70  80  mile  range  can  be  ex- 
pected from  the  stock  3  gal.  tank. 

With  a  foot  of  fork  travel  and  1 1  inches 
It  the  rear,  bumps  and  gullies  are  crossed 
IS  if  they  were  smooth  ground.  Damping 
ind  spring  rates  are  perfect  for  most  riders. 
People  who  weigh  more  than  180  lb.  and 
ide  hard  will  probably  want  to  add  a 
larness-ring  pre-load  to  the  shock  springs 
ind  add  5  psi  air  pressure  to  the  forks,  but 
Tiost  will  find  it  unncessary.  Both  brakes 
ire  progressive  and  powerful. 

Even  the  standard  tires  are  right  for  their 


intended  use:  A  Trelleborg  3.50-21  front. 
5.00-17  Barum  rear. 

The  seat  measures  almost  1  in.  longer 
this  year  but  the  basic  shape  remains  un- 
changed. It's  trim  and  lets  the  operator 
stand  without  dragging  against  his  thighs, 
but  an  all-day.  sit-down  ride  makes  one 
wish  for  one  of  the  wider  pre- 1975  seats. 

Many  small  things  have  received  atten- 
tion. The  flimsy  brake  height  adjuster 
bracket  has  been  redesigned  and  moved. 
The  adjuster  bolt  is  now  located  on  the 
back  side  of  the  brake  pedal  and  uses  the 
swing  arm  bolt  as  a  stop.  It  is  harder  to 
adjust  initially  but  is  much  stronger  and 
doesn't  require  frequent  adjustment  any- 
way. The  well  finished  3  gal.  gas  tank  has 
clear  plastic  covers  on  its  sides  to  protect 
the  paint  and  finish  from  abrasion.  The 
fuel  balance  tube  (unnecessary  and  dis- 
liked by  anyone  who  ever  had  to  remove 
the  tank)  has  finally  been  eliminated  on 
the  OR.  The  attaching  bolt  for  the  static 
arm/rear  brake  backing  plate  has  been 
turned  around  so  only  the  bolt  head  pro- 
trudes, making  it  less  vulnerable  in  rock 
areas. 

All  control  cables  have  large  housings 
with  oiler  pots  and  won't  require  replace- 
ment. 

A  Gunner  Gasser  throttle  is  standard 
equipment  and  insures  against  snagged 
throttle  cables. 


Magura  dogleg  hand  levers  with  mud 
covers  and  good  grips  are  furnished. 

The  shift  lever  has  a  spring-loaded,  fold- 
ing end.  The  lever  has  a  strong  shaft  and 
lets  the  folding  end  fold  without  damaging 
the  unit  structurally. 

A  small  wire  loop  welded  to  the  front 
downtube  keeps  the  clutch  cable  from 
being  smashed  when  the  forks  are  at  full 
lock. 

Handlebars  are  rubber  mounted  and 
rear-set.  This  position  makes  fork  mainte- 
nance simpler  and  the  rubber  mounting 
i.solates  vibration. 

Rear  sprocket  bolt  size  has  been  in- 
creased to  8mm.  8.8  grade  hardened  items 
and  should  eliminate  the  few  isolated  cases 
of  breakage. 

Once  the  rider  is  aboard  the  tall  seat,  the 
Husky  feels  much  like  past  Huskys.  Seat 
foam  is  deep,  bars  are  shaped  correctly  and 
the  foot  controls  are  the  right  length  and 
placement. 

The  long,  pretzel-shaped  kick  start  lever 
gives  good  leverage  and  lets  the  operator's 
foot  clear  the  peg.  but  the  added  suspen- 
sion makes  even  the  tall  rider  stretch  a  little 
to  operate  it. 

A  couple  of  swift  kicks  usually  brings  it 
to  life  and  warm-up  is  quick.  Clutch  pull  is 
a  light  two-finger  operation  and  the  trans- 
mission drops  into  low  gear  without  clang- 
ing or  clunking.  > 
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The  OR  has  an  extra  frame  cross-tube  to 
protect  the  engine  cases. 

The  more  rigid  frame  can  be  noticed 
immediately.  It  doesn't  twist  or  flex  on  the 
roughest  terrain.  Full  advantage  from  the 
new  frame  design  (better  cornering)  can't 
be  fully  utilized  because  of  the  forks. 
Damping  and  spring  rates  are  perfect  but 
the  forks  aren't  rigid  enough.  They  are 
only  35mm  in  diameter  and  engagement 
has  been  shortened  to  increase  travel.  The 
combination  allows  them  to  flex  and  give  a 
vague,  unprecise  feel  to  the  steering. 
Larger  tubes,  (38mm  or  so)  and  more 
engagement,  or  thicker  35mm  tubes  and 
more  engagement  would  give  a  more  posi- 
tive and  precise  feel  to  the  bike.  After 
riding  the  390  for  a  few  hours  most  people 
adapt  to  the  lack  of  precision  and  an 
extremely  fast  pace  can  be  maintained. 

Like  Husqvarna's  older  models,  the  new 
model  requires  the  rider  to  move  around 
on  the  bike;  on  the  tank  for  fast,  tight 
corners,  back  a  little  for  sand,  and  lots  of 
body  English  in  between. 

The  front  wheel  may  be  lofted  in  any 
gear,  at  any  speed,  but  it  no  longer  flies 
itself.  Thanks  to  the  longer  wheelbase,  the 
rider  now  has  more  control  and  may  keep 
the  front  wheel  on  the  ground,  if  so  wished. 
Older  models  didn't  allow  this  choice 
when  ridden  aggressively. 

The  increased  seat  height  is  truly  a 
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HUSQVARNA  OR3BO 


FRONT  FORKS 

DISPLACEMENT 
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Verllcal         lOlb./div.  Frequency         2.0  Hz 
Horizontal    0-25in./div.   Max.  Vetocity  9.4  in./sec 
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REAR  SHOCKS|t^,^|| 

DISPLACEMENT 
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Wftical          10  tb./div.   Frequency          2.0  Hz 
Horizontal    0.25in./div    Max.  Velocity  9-4in7sec 

Husqvarna  leading-axle  fork 

Fork  travel  11.8  in. 

Engagement  4.5  in. 

Stanchion  tube  diameter  35mm 

Spring  rate  17  Ib./in. 

Compression  damping  force  7  lb. 

Rebound  damping  force  16  lb 

Static  seal  friction  .. 


10  lb. 


Curnutt  gas-pressurized  shock  j 

Shock  length   16.7  in;  ' 

Shock  travel  6.4  In. 

Wheel  travel  11.1  in,. 

Spring  rate  53/87  Ib./in,- 

Compression  damping  force  10  Ibij; 

Rebound  damping  force  42  1^ 


This  Husqvarna  built  fork  has  perfect 
damping  and  spring  rates.  Their  action 
is  unbelievably  smooth.  Unfortunately 
they  have  only  4.5  in.  of  engagement, 
and  the  stanchion  tubes  are  small 
(35mm)  for  the  amount  of  travel  they 
furnish.  This  combination  causes  flex 
and  some  loss  of  steering  precision. 


Damping  and  spring  rates  are  perfect 
for  cross-country  and  desert  riding. 
The  faster  the  bike  is  ridden,  the  better 
the  shocks  perform.  y: 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $2195 

Suspension,  front  telescopic  fork 

Suspension,  rear  swing  arm 

Tire,  front   3.60-21 

Tire,  rear  5.50-17 

Engine  two-stroke  Single 

Bore  X  stroke  83  x  71mm 

Piston  displacement  384cc 

Compression  ratio   11.5:1 

Claimed  power  na 

Claimed  torque   :!;^;.„  :.na 

Carburetion  38rhm  Mikuni 

Ignition   Motoplat  CDI 

Lubrication  system   premix 

Oil  capacity  (transmission)  2  pt. 

Fuel  capacity   3.0  gal. 

Recommended  fuel   premium 

Starting  system   kick 

Air  filtration   oiled  foam 

POWER  TRANSMISSION 

Clutch  multi-disc,  wet 


Primary  drive  straight-cut  gear 

Final  drive  #  520  chain 

Gear  Ratios,  overall:  1  !•  r  - 

6th  ;....r.2 

5th  -r^,.:  .^....8.1 

4th  .|sssS5i|i....9.6 

3rd  12.0 

2nd  15.8 

1st  .^»^........,..21.8 

DIMENSIONS  ^^^^^S^^^^ 

Wheelbase  .....jJi^i......:.^!*::.  58.3  in. 

Seat  height  ....,.^y..v.  ..38.0  in. 

Seat  width     7.0  in. 

Handlebar  width  33.5  in. 

Footpeg  height  .■,..'.t...;....16.2  in. 

Ground  clearance  11.7  in. 

Front  fork  rake  angle  30.5  deg. 

Trail  na 

Curb  weight  (w/half-tank  fuel)  .  245  lb. 
Weight  bias,  front/ rear,  percent  44/56 


nuisance  when  trying  to  dab  on  a  side- 
slope.  Even  a  six-footer  will  feel  clumsy 
and  have  trouble  touching  the  ground. 
Nothing  comes  free;  this  is  the  iradc-ofl" 
necessitated  by  12-in.  travel  forks. 

The  big  OR  has  excellent  brakes.  They 
have  good  feedback,  are  progressive,  and 
will  stop  the  machine  from  any  speed  the 
engine  will  propel  it. 

We  took  the  OR  to  the  desert  several 


times  and  also  used  it  to  pre-run  the  Parker 
400  race  course.  We  returned  it  with  the 
original  plug  still  in  it.  Nothing  broke  or 
required  modification.  The  OR  is  a  com- 
petitive racer  or  super  playbike  in  stock 
form.  Forget  about  buying  accessories,  you 
won't  need  them.  The  popularity  of  the  '78 
model  OR  made  finding  one  difficult.  We 
are  predicting  the  1979  will  be  even  more 
popular.  S 
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SUZUKI  GS850G 

Suzuki's  GS850G  makes  it  a  grand 
slam  of  shafties  from  Japan.  The 
new  GS  street  bike's  four-cylinder 
motor  comes  from  the  GS750,  with  bore 
increased  to  69mm  (from  65mm  for  the 
750).  upping  displacement  to  843cc.  Car- 
buretion  on  the  850  is  same  as  on  the  750,  a 
quartet  of  26mm  Mikunis.  Compression  is 
slightly  increased,  8.8:1  vs.  8.7:1  for  the 
750. 

Touring  riders  will  get  excited  about  the 
850's  drive  shaft  and  suspension.  It  has  the 
GSlOOO's  air  forks  and  four-way  adjust- 
able damping  shocks.  The  drive  shaft  itself 
is  on  the  left  side,  and  as  with  all  shafties 
from  Japan,  doubles  as  a  leg  of  the  swing 
arm. 

Suzuki  claims  dry  weight  of  the  850  at 
558  pounds,  putting  it  about  42  more  than 
the  GSIOOOE  and  66  over  the  standard 
GS750.  Wheelbase  length  is  between  the 
750  and  1000,  measuring  59.1  inches  (58.7 
for  the  750  and  59.3  for  the  1000). 

Intended  for  the  touring  market,  the  GS 
850  has  an  OPEC-inspired  5.8  gallon  gas 
tank;  surely  large  enough  to  outlast  the 
buttocks  of  most  cross-country  carousers. 
Another  new  feature  is  the  use  of  tubeless 
tires;  3.50H-I9  front  and  4.50H-17  rear, 
mounted  to  the  familiar  five-point-star 


GS850G.  Take  the  GS750  engine,  add  displacement,  shaft  drive,  a  bigger  tank  and  the 
GSlOOO's  suspension  and  you've  got  an  exciting  touring  mount.  The  850  also  has  a  fuel 
gauge. 


cast  wheels  first  seen  on  the  custom  E 
models. 

Suzuki  has  not  released  a  specific  price 
for  the  GS850G  for  several  reasons,  the 
primary  being  the  roller  coaster  ride  the 


yen  and  dollar  are  on  at  the  moment.  Our 
guesstamation  is  that  it  will  fall  between 
the  750  and  1000  models,  and  should  be 
competitive  with  other  large-bore  super- 
tourers  from  the  Big  Four. 


SUZUKI  GS425 

That's  right,  425  (actually  423cc.) 
Suzuki's  commuter  representative 
has  upped  displacement  for  in- 
creased torque  and  smoothness.  As  with 
all  the  GS  road  rider  line,  the  425  has 
needle  bearings  to  support  the  swing  arm 
for  longer  life  of  this  component.  Five-way 
adjustable  shocks  are  used  on  the  rear, 
while  conventional  oil  damped  forks 
mount  up  front. 

The  DOHC  Twin  has  34mm  Vfikuni 
constant  velocity  carbs,  9.1:1  compression, 
electric  and  kick  start,  six-speed  transmis- 
sion, and  a  new  bore-stroke  of  67  x  60mm. 

Styling  for  the  GS425  is  pretty  much 
unchanged,  and  comes  in  blue  and  ma- 
roon colors.  There  will  be  a  standard  ver- 
sion and  the  GS425E,  as  shown  in  the 
photograph. 


The  GS400  gets  a  bigger  engine  to  help  it  keep  up  with  the  Hawks.  The  deluxe  E  model  is 
shown. 
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SUZUKI  DR370 

The  DR370 follows  Suzuki's  theme  of 
rectangular  headlights  for  their  185- 
plus-cc  displacement  off-road  recre- 
ational bikes.  Although  a  cosmetic  change. 
Suzuki  representatives  say  that  the  four- 
sided  headlights  provide  a  wider  light 
patch  for  riders  who  have  strayed  too  far 
from  base  camp  and  are  caught  out  after 
dark. 

Factory  specifications  call  for  7.7  inches 
of  travel  in  the  front  forks,  a  slight  increase 
over  last  year's  model.  Rear  wheel  travel  is 
5.9  inches,  with  the  same  five-preload- 
setting  gas-oil  shocks.  The  same  suspen- 
sion is  used  on  the  SP370  dual  purpose 
performer.  Dry  weight  for  the  pair  is  264 
pounds  (DR)  and  271  (SP).  Fuel  capacity 
is  2.2  gallons  for  both. 

The  DR  has  new  colors  for  1979;  Suzuki 
yellow.  The  SP  is  available  in  maroon  only. 


DR370  gets  a  rectangular  headlight  for  this  year. 


:  SUZUKI  DS  AND  TS  MODELS 

Suzuki  has  enjoyed  great  success 
with  their  DS  line  of  family-ori- 
ented otr-road  bikes.  The  80-100- 
185  line  is  joined  this  year  by  the  DSI25. 
I  Power  is  taken  from  a  single  cylinder  two- 
!  stroke  with  a  bore  and  stroke  of  56  x  50mm. 
I  for  total  displacement  of  123cc.  The 
I  DS125  has  Suzuki's  Power  Reed  intake 
i  system  matched  with  a  24mm  Mikuni  car- 
I  buretor.  As  the  rest  of  the  DS  line,  the  125 
I  has  a  matt  black  finish  to  the  engine  cases 
i  and  cylinder  tins  for  improved  heat  dis- 
;  sipation  and  style. 

Like  the  other  DS  models,  the  125  has 
I  full  knobby  tires  (2.75-21  front  and  3.25-18 
I  rear),  five-preload  positions  for  the  shock 
>  springs,  has  internal  expanding  brakes  and 
i  Suzuki's  CCI  oil  injection  system. 

For  the  enthusiast  who  wants  a  two- 
i  stroke  but  needs  a  street-going  bike  as  well 
i  as  a  back  trail  explorer,  the  dual-purpose 
"  TS  models  are  still  offered.  Included  are 
I  the  100,  125,  185,  and  250.  All  these  en- 
j  gines,  except  the  250,  are  the  basis  for  the 
I  DS  models.  None  of  the  TS  series  have  the 
I  rectangular  headlights  as  on  the  DS  and 
1  DR  bikes.  The  TS125  has  a  six-speed 
I  transmission  for  1979.  The  TS185,  TS250 
i  and  DSI85  have  new  leading-axle  forks 
fwith  more  overlap  between  slider  and 
I  tube. 


Newest  addition  to  the  DS  series  of  funbikes  is  the  DS125. 


r 


Top  of  the  Suzuki  two-stroke  dual-purpose  line,  the  TS250  gets  leading  axle  forks  for  1979. 
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More  travel  is  the  name  of  the  motocross  game  for  1979  and  the  RM125  definitely  qualifies. 


RM  400  has  a  longer  stroke  and  417cc,  plus  new  F.I.M.-legal  number  plates,  new  styling 
and  longer  wheel  travel. 


SUZUKI  RM  MXers 

In  order  to  stay  ahead  in  the  vicious 
world  of  motocross  racing,  it  is  impera- 
tive that  a  manufacturer  completely  up- 
date each  year  after  year.  Which  Suzuki 
did  this  year.  When  we  asked  a  Suzuki 
spokesman  over  the  phone  about  the 
changes  to  the  RM  line,  we  received  a 
sardonic  chuckle  followed  by  a  "what  isn't 
changed  on  them?" 

Total  specifications  weren't  quite  clear  at 
press  time,  but  this  is  what  we  learned: 

RM400.  The  flagship  of  the  berm 
brawlers,  the  RM400  is  different  for  1979. 
The  engine  has  a  417cc  displacement  with 
bore  and  stroke  of  80  x  83mm.  compared  to 
the  1978  model's  402cc  with  a  bore  and 
stroke  of  80  x  80mm.  Compression  is 
7.1:1.  Carburetion  is  a  single  36mm 
Mikuni  and  the  five-speed  transmission  is 
retained. 

Suzuki  claims  suspension  travel  of  11.2 
inches  in  the  air-oil  front  forks  and  11.8 
inches  at  the  rear  wheel.  The  swing  arm, 
like  last  year,  is  boxed  aluminum  with  gas- 
oil  shocks  for  suspension,  but  the  swing 
arm  is  reshaped  to  a  straighter  design. 
Ground  clearance  is  a  full  13.8  inches, 
enough  to  clear  the  toughest  terrain.  The 
rim-saver  tires  measure  3.00-21  front,  4.50- 
18  rear.  The  RM400  (and  the  RM250)  has 
larger  front  brakes  in  full-width  hubs.  The 
rear  brake  arm  is  now  lucked  in  front  of  the 
axle  and  is  rod-actuated  -a  cable  was  used 
last  year.  The  RM400's  rear  brake  has  a 
full-floating  backing  plate. 

The  mechanical  wizards  weren't  the 
only  ones  to  wave  their  magic  wands  over 
the  RM400.  The  styling  department  had  a 
hand  in  the  facelift  for  '79  too.  The  2.2 
gallon  gas  tank  is  shaped  like  the  works 
bike  tanks  and  the  plastic  fenders  have 
new  styling.  A  two-tone  stripe  down  either 
side  of  the  tank  blends  into  a  similar  stripe 
at  the  front  of  the  F.I.M.-legal  side  number 
plates.  The  RM400  logo  is  painted  on  the 
sides  of  the  rebopped  seat  for  further 
identification. 

RM250.  Like  the  400,  the  250  has  a 
whopping  1 1.2  inches  travel  up  front,  and 
1 1.8  rear  wheel  travel.  The  two  models 
share  many  of  the  same  features,  but  the 
250  is  twelve  pounds  lighter  at  2 1 1  (223  for 
the  RM400). 

In  the  engme  department,  the  RM250— 
like  the  400  and  125-utilizes  the  Power 
Reed  intake  system  with  a  36mm  Mikuni 
carb.  Compression  ratio  for  the  250  is 
7.8:1.  The  67  x  70mm  bore  and  stroke 
produce  246  class  legal  cubic  centimeters. 

With  Kawasaki.  Yamaha,  and  Honda  all 
revamping  their  250s.  this  class  should  be 
plenty  exciting  at  the  local  club  races  as 
well  as  the  national  trail. 

RM125.  The  screaming  bumble  bees, 
some  call  them.  The  RMI25  lives  in  a 
coniiiuii'tl  on  page  132 
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BMWR52  Salon 

It's  Easy  to  See  Why  the  R32  Started  a  Trend 
Which  Hasn't  Halted  to  the  Present  Day 
by  Henry  N.  Manney  III 


espite  its  slightly  musty  auru  of  the 
backdrop  in  "Die  Walkure"  BMW 
is  not  one  of  those  firms  that  traces 
1  back  its  name  to  the  dawn  of  automotive 
1  time  but  instead  came  into  being  as  an 
j  amalgamation  between  the  Bayerische 
I  Fiugzeug  Werke  (headed  by  Gustav  Otto, 
zson  of  the  "Otto-cycle"  engine's  inventor) 
iiand  the  neighbouring  Bayerische  Motoren 
'Werke  (formerly  Rapp  M.W.),  this  event 
j  being  in  1917  sometime.  As  there  was  a 
/war  on  and  all  that,  most  of  BMW's  atten- 
Ition  was  directed  (and  continued  to  be 
J  until  after  WW2)  onto  aircraft  engines  and 
iin  fact  Richtofen's  Jagdstafel  were  tipped 
J  to  get  the  first  series  of  the  advanced  6- 
acylinder  BMW  lll-a  powerplants  in  their 
1  Fokker  D7s.  Anyway,  the  Armistice  sort  of 
^depressed  fighter-engine  manufacture  so 
\  BMW  had  to  look  for  something  else  to  do, 
3 especially  since  the  postwar  depression 
/was  playing  hell  with  the  economy.  About 
I  this  time  there  was  still  more  corporate 
imaneuvering  in  which  Suddeutsche 
IBremsen  (a  brake  firm)  bought  up  the 
/whole  shebang  but  in  the  confusion  an 
aengineer  named  Franz  Joseph  Popp  (Aus- 
Itrian.  naturally),  who  had  been  the  real 
Ihead  of  Rapp,  bought  up  all  the  motorcy- 
}cle  patents,  name,  and  emblem  (Bavarian 
3colours  on  a  spinning  propellor)  of  BMW 
sand  found  himself  a  place  to  do  business  in 
1  Munich,  in  fact  an  abandoned  aircraft 
^engine  warehouse. 

Motorcycles  were  nothing  new  to  BMW 
sas  the  Rapp  Motoren  Werke  had  a  history 
3of  making  proprietary  engines  for  other 
imakes,  much  as  Sachs  does  today.  In  times 
3of  social  upheaval  there  is  always  a  need 
^for  really  cheap  transportation;  thus  the 
^first  BMW,  even  if  it  was  called  BFW. 
coffering  in  the  early  twenties  was  a  I48cc 
Jtwo-stroke  with  outside  flywheel  and  in- 
:>clined  barrel,  called  the  "Flink".  This  must 
lhave  been  built  with  typical  BMW  atten- 
ition  to  detail  as  it  provided  enough  capital 
)to  generate  the  flat-Twin  M2BI5  engine  of 
M86cc  (68  X  68mm).  four-stroke  this  time, 
/which  was  also  peddled  to  a  variety  of 
imotorcycle  manufacturers  of  which  Vic- 
Itoria  is  the  best  known,  intended  to  be 
zslung  fore-and-aft  in  the  frame,  the 
1M2BI5  shared  a  great  many  design  fea- 
Jtures  with  the  subject  of  this  article  and  in 
Ifact  did  so  well  that  BMW  brought  out  its 
c»wn  bike  under  the  name  of  "Helios." 
XTontemporary  reports  indicate  that  this 


version  left  something  to  be  desired  so. 
according  to  some  authorities,  the  BMW 
Direktion  locked  their  talented  engineer 
Max  Friz  (who  couldn't  care  less  about 
motorcycles)  up  in  a  room  with  a  few  cases 
of  beer  and  told  him  to  produce  something 
better. 

The  result  was  the  R32.  introduced  at 
the  1923  Paris  Motor  Show.  It  turned  out  to 
be  a  landmark  design  in  the  industry  al- 
though opposed  "boxer"  Twins,  shaft  drive 
and  so  forth  were  not  particularly  new  at 
that  time.  What  did  matter  was  that  BMW 
had  been  aircraft  engine  specialists  and 
whereas  you  can  park  a  bike  at  the  edge  of 
the  road  when  it  stops  running,  things 
become  trickier  with  a  Fokker  D7.  We  were 
lucky  enough  to  inspect  an  R32  in  the  flesh 
so  to  speak,  this  example  belonging  to 
Evan  Bell  Esq.  of  Santa  Ana.  Calif,  who 
purchased  it  in  Munich  on  a  recent  trip. 
Mr.  Bell  has  to  do  with  Irv  Seaver  Motor- 
cycles, a  longtime  BMW  dealer  in  Santa 
Ana  and  in  fact  will  be  (plug)  new  owner 
of  the  establishment  in  the  New  Year. 

Looking  at  the  R32  (nobody  knows 
what  the  32  signifies),  especially  in  the 
light  of  the  Helios  preceding,  docs  not 
reveal  any  markedly  original  flashes  of 
inspiration  but  instead  a  careful  refining  of 
then-current  design  practice,  sorting  out 
just  what  would  be  best  for  trouble-free 
running  without  the  annoying  breakdowns 
so  characteristic  of  early-day  motorcy- 
cling. The  frame  was  a  massive,  yet  rela- 
tively light,  twin-tube  loop  structure  that 
supported  the  engine  comfortably  and  yet 
guarded  against  the  dreaded  frame  flex  by 
strategic  placing  of  transverse  braces.  As 
one  would  expect  in  that  era.  the  14-litre 
tank  (with  pin-striping,  naturally)  lived 
under  the  top  frame  tubes  and  the  steering 
head  was  unusually  long  to  give  support, 
along  with  cast-alloy  triple  clamps,  for  the 
front  forks.  These  were  trailing-link  would 
you  believe  it,  a  step  forward  from  the 
Helios'  curved-blade  forks,  and  actually 
provided  some  suspension  thereby  via  a 
pair  of  five-blade  quarter  elliptic  springs. 
There  is  a  trick  speedometer  drive  on  the 
front  hub  but  no  front  brake  as  yet;  those 
came  with  the  second  series.  At  the  back 
the  BMW  has.  of  course,  no  suspension 
barring  what  is  provided  by  the  26  x  3  in. 
tires  but  the  frame  does  provide  the  fa- 
mous stub  axle  for  easy  removal  of  the  rear 
wheel;  a  lucky  thing  too  as  nobody  wants 


to  pull  the  grease-filled  final  drive  housing 
as  well  just  to  fix  a  tube.  Said  housing  is  ol< 
light  alloy,  remarkably  trim  considering.! 
and  clamped  onto  the  frame.  The  reaii 
brake  is  operated  by  a  giant  foot-lever'g' 
pressing  hardwood  blocks  onto  a  dummy 
rim.  just  the  job  for  desert  racing.  Mr.i 
Owen's  bike  also  has  a  handlebar  leven; 
operating  another  set  of  blocks  but  the 
leverage  is  minimal.  We  know  todav  than 
the  front  wheel  brake  does  most  of  the 
work  for  street  use  but  in  those  days.? 
whether  because  of  fork  design  or  state  oh 
the  art  with  tires,  it  was  considered  ex-; 
tremely  dangerous  to  make  much  use  o8< 
the  front  brake.  In  fact  I  remember  hearing 
that  sort  of  codswallop  with  my  first  In-i 
dian.  It  should  be  remembered,  howevem 
that  as  late  as  the  Forties  European  roads 
were  extremely  uneven  and  cluttered  upq 
with  all  sorts  of  refuse  such  as  road  apples.; 
not  to  mention  being  made  of  exotic  mate-' 
rials  like  wood  blocks  set  on  end  whichrl 
could  be  diabolically  slick. 

The  engine,  of  course,  is  the  heart  of  anyy 
motorcycle  and  the  R32*s  is  no  exception..! 
Ing.  Friz  designed  a  very  clean  patkagea 
compared  to  the  collection  of  add-on  bitsz 
featured  by  most  machines  of  that  times 
and  gave  BMW  a  "look",  using  a  fa.shionr 
term,  that  has  not  left  them  today.  Rathen 
large  alloy  castings  contributed  to  this..; 
helping  the  cooling  as  well  as  concealing 
various  drips,  oil  smears  and  vibralingjj 
external  pipes  that  made  customers  reluc- 
tant to  ride  in  their  good  clothes.  It  looks2 
rather  modern  but  in  fact  is  an  engaging^ 
mixture  of  old  and  new.  For  example  thea 
cylinders,  probably  taken  from  the  Heliose 
or  M2BI5  engine,  are  of  cast  iron  withr 
integral  head  and  barrel  (68  x  68mm)  andfc 
are  classified.  I  think,  in  the  pocket-valvea 
family.  The  piston  lies  low  in  the  cylinder,.: 
ju.st  behind  that  chrome  boss  which  touldt 
be  used  for  all  sorts  of  ridiculous  things..; 
while  above  it  in  a  little  antechamber  livea 
the  two  valves,  featuring  enormously  longa 
stems  which  protrude  out  of  their  littlea 
house  toward  the  main  body  of  the  engine..; 
Normally  concealed  by  little  alloy  ciwersz 
fluted  into  two  wave.s.  the  valve  stems  holdt 
the  springs,  collets,  keepers,  etc.,  and  area 
operated  from  the  camshaft  (very  narrowv 
lobes;  about  inch)  by  roller  tappet  camr 
followers  which  are  also  spring  loaded.  Mr.- 
Owen  hasn't  yet  gone  into  these  little  de-- 
vices  but  there  must  be  some  provision  inr 
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I  there  for  setting  valve  lash  unless,  by  com- 
I  mon  vintage  practice,  the  owner  just  took  a 
I  file  to  the  stem.  Another  rea.son  for  the 
'.  spring-loading  came  to  light  when  we 
I  noticed  a  cable  for  the  compression  release 
)  coming  down  there:  although  some  of  the 
I  bits  are  missing,  one  would  suppose  thai 


the  c.r.  must  push  the  valves  off  their  seats 
by  moving  the  cam  follower.  Why  anyone 
would  need  a  compression  release  with  a 
5: 1  compression  ratio  beats  me.  especially 
since  the  kick  starter  is  a  normal  one  and 
not  that  sideways  mule-kick  one  later  u.sed. 
At  any  rate,  also  on  the  valve  box  are  two 


handsome  bronze  screw-plugs  througH 
which  to  remove  the  valves  (the  heao 
doesn't  come  off.  remember);  the  inlei; 
manifold,  the  sparking  plug  and  a  nice- 
little  primer  tap  so  that  the  owner  coulo 
pour  schnapps  down  it  on  cold  morningsa 
What  with  the  length  of  the  intake  plumb-( 
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Cast  iron  cylinder  and  tiead  were  one  piece  castings. 


ing.  the  R32  must  have  been  a  bear  to  start 
on  those  damp  German  winter  days. 

Further  into  the  engirn:.  we  find  tubular, 
welded-up.  aircraft  type  rods  with  plain 
bearings  (the  R32  had  fuli-tlow  pressure 
lubrication)  plus  the  biggest  castellated 
rod  nuts  you  ever  saw  and  as  you  would 
expect,  a  sizeable  crankshaft.  The  Hat- 
topped  pistons  are  worth  a  glance  as  they 
resemble  some  aircraft  ones  I  have  seen  by 


being  enormously  long,  boast  three  rings 
at  the  lop  plus  one  at  the  bottom  that  has 
holes  under  it,  and  unlike  today's  slipper 
pistons  show  five  wide  grooves,  about '/« in. 
deep  I  suppose,  spaced  out  between  the 
top  and  bottom  sets  of  rings  on  the  body  of 
the  piston.  Rings  by  those  days  were  fairly 
sophisticated,  at  least  the  parts  book  shows 
both  compression  and  oil  rings,  but  the 
grooves  may  be  an  effort  to  cut  down  on 


Twin  slides  operate  in  tandem,  providing 
carburetion  for  the  boxer  Twin. 


Earliest  R32s  had  only  a  rear  brake. 


Quarter  elliptic  springs  suspend  the  front  wheel. 
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piston  slap  or  perhaps  (aha!)  to  controlc 
undue  expansion  under  hard  slogging  con-i 
ditions.  We  assume  that  the  piston  wasi 
alloy. 

Gearboxes  designed  in  common  witH; 
the  engine  were  nothing  new  in  those  day\ 
but  pretty  rare  just  the  same,  as  most  of  thit 
manufacturers  preferred  to  buy  their  gean 
boxes  "out".  Anyway  the  R32's  has  thret; 
speeds  {1st.  1:10.03;  2nd,  1:6.64:  3rdh 
1:4.75)  operated  by  hand  shift  through  ; 
gate  on  the  tank  and  even  as  on  today"' 
BMWs.  was  declutched  by  a  sizeable  can 
type  disc  and  ran  the  spindly  drive-shaft, 
back  to  a  final  drive  of  1 :4.4  for  the  solos  oc 
1:5.36  for  the  seitenwagen.  Most  photoc 
graphs  show  a  "Hardy"  or  flexible  couu 
pling  at  the  forward  end  of  the  drive  shaft, 
(bigger  on  Series  2)  but  Mr.  Owen" 
doesn't  have  one.  His  R32  is  a  very  earH 
example.  No.  41  in  fact,  so  it  is  possibM 
that  the  cush  drive  didn't  get  fitted  till  latea 
or.  alternatively,  that  parts  were  unavailli 
able  and  a  solid  drive  shaft  was  turned  upj 
You  just  don't  know  with  old  bikes.  With 
the  engine  producing  8.5  PS  (however  thaB 
works  out)  at  3300  for  the  first  series; 
perhaps  the  cush  drive  wasn't  realH 
needed. 

Electrics  (yes,  Virginia)  were  lookei; 
after  by  a  magdyno  living  on  top  an»i 
driven  by  gears,  I  think,  up  the  front  of  thr 
crankcase.  Rectification  for  the  wondrouu 
headlight  on  its  graceful  metal  arms  ii 
taken  care  of  by  a  series  of  carbon  piles  an«t 
attention  to  detail  is  shown  by  about  ninr 
click-stop  positions  for  the  headlight  at  iOi 
side  mountings.  You  turn  it  on  by  thr 
switch  at  the  back.  Equally  wondrous  oq 
even  more  so  is  the  carburettor,  which  no 
only  draws  its  air  from  the  clutch  cavitj 
through  a  screen  but  has  no  fewer  than  tw.v 
barrel-type  slides,  one  behind  the  othei; 
BMW  themselves  made  this  device  and  i 
looks  very  aircraft  to  me.  Operated  by  tw.'< 
neat  little  wood-tipped  alloy  levers  on  thr 
cowhorn  handlebars,  one  of  the  slidea 
must  be  for  air  and  the  other  one  for  fue; 
with  the  added  complication  of  a  sort  co 
tapered  tommybarwith  various  sized  holes 
in  the  end  that  fits  into  a  tapered  sheath  i :i 
the  float  bowl,  said  sheath  having  a  pipe 
leading  upwards  into  the  air  intake.  Pen; 
haps  that  was  some  sort  of  elemcntan 
choke  or  richener  as  there  is  a  clip  to  hold  i 
in  the  "running"  position.  Threaded  pasi 
sages  at  the  back  of  the  carburettor  bodt 
accept  the  intake  pipes  and  the  best  o 
luck.  Just  be  happy  with  your  Mikuni. 

Looking  backwards  at  the  early  moton< 
cycles,  vibrating  and  dripping  oil  anr 
shaking  bits  off  right  and  left,  it  is  easy  tt 
see  why  the  R32  started  a  trend  whicc 
hasn't  halted  to  the  present  day.  The  firs: 
R32s  were  raced  and  improved,  the  presen 
RIOOs  are  raced  and  improved.  As  Harlea 
would  probably  say,  why  change  somo 
thing  just  because  it  works?  B3 
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YAMAHA.  FROM  THE  GROUND  UP. 


RE-INTRODUCING  THE  MOTORCYCUi 


It  takes  a  great  deal  of 
restraint  to  keep  ft'om  calling 
our  new  XS  Eleven  Special 
"'the  ultimate  motorcycle!' a 
somewhat  overworked  phrase. 


But  deep  down  we  believe  it. 

Because  eveiything  we've 
learned  about  motorcycles, 
and  everything  we've  learned 
about  you,  went  into  creating  it. 

From  scratch. 

HEY,  GOOD  LOOKING. 

How  a  motorcycle  looks— 
and  how  you  look  when  you're 
on  it— is  one  of  your  first  ^ 
considerations.  So  we  -^HP^ 
made  it  one  of  our  first 
priorities. 


We  styled  it  lean  and  low, 
for  where  you  ride  it.  Cmising 
down  the  boulevard.  Or  up  the 
interstate. 

The  pullback  handlebars 
reach  for  you,  instead  of  the 
other  way  around.  The  cushy, 
low-riding  stepped  seat  cradles 
you  in  the  ideal  position  for 
watching  the  world  rush  by 
While  it  enviously  watches  you. 

Add  to  that  a  list  of  styling 
goodies  that  look  as  if  they 
were  made  for  you  and  you 
alone:  A  slick,  sleek  tear-drop 
tank.  Chopped  megaphone 
pipes.  Cast  alloy  wheels. 
Leading-axle  ftx)nt  forks.  Extra 


wide  rear  tire.  At  least  three 
square  feet  of  chrome.  A]id 
colors  that  are  definitely 
the  finishing  touch— Black  ^ 
Gold  or  Carmine  Red.  " 

WHAT  WE'VE  GOT 
COOKING. 

How  far  can  you  go  on  our  gooc 
looks?  Just  as  far  as  you  want..; 

Because  we  gave  the 
Eleven  Special  the  biggest, 
most  powerful  four-stroke 
engine  our  engineers  have 
ever  devised  for  a  production 
machine.  An  UOlcc,  DOHC, 
four-cylinder  powerplant 
that  can  take  you  ft'om 
on-ramp  to  fast 
lane  in 
seconds. 


ana  aeveiopment  men  is  no 
an  engineer.  Has  never  worn  a 
lab  coat.  And  can't  work  a 
slide  rule. 

But  he  has  one  advantage 
other  R&D  men  don't. 

He  can  ride  a  motorcycle 
around  a  race  track  faster  than 
anyone  else  on  earth. 

He's  Kenny  Roberts,  world 
champion  Yamaha  mud  racer. 

Five  years  ago,  Kenny 
was  the  youngest  rider  ever  to 
win  the  AMA  Gi-and  National 
Championship.  An  accomplish- 
ment he  repeated  the  next 
year.  A  while  later  he  became 
the  first  rider  in  history  to 
complete  a  "grand  slam"  of 
all  five  types  of  AMA  racing. 
And  with  his  25  career  wins, 


he  ranks  second  on  the  all- 
time  AMA  national  win  list. 

After  winning  the  Daytona 
200  this  year— where  he 
lapped  the  entire  73-man  field 
and  set  an  average-speed 
record  of  108.37  mph— Kenny 
set  himself  a  goal. To  go  to 
Europe  and  contest  the  500CC 
World  Championship— a  class 
lie  had  never  ridden  before.  On 
tracks  he  had  never  seen  before. 
He  won. 

Making  him  the  first 
American  in  history  to  win 
the  world  championship. 

Kenny  obviously  knows 
w  hat  he's  doing.  And  when  he 
talks  after  a  race,  we're  all  ears. 
To  learn  what  went  right.  What 
went  wrong.  What  needs  to  be 
improved. 

'    We've  perfected 

""""""  a  lot  of  great  racing 
■■■■■  machines  that  way 
MHnpB  And  a  lot  of  great 

■ street  machines, 
too.  Because  pave- 
ment is  pavement, 
^^HB  whether  it's  in 
^^^^  Daytona  Beach, 

  Florida  or  Dayton, 

^^■i  Ohio. 

The  disc  brakes 
H      on  our  street  bikes, 
^      for  example,  were 
^^^^  conceived  and  devel 
^^^^  oped  on  the  track 
where,  wet  or  dry 
H^^m  brakes  have  to  be 
■         reliable,  powerful  ^ 

■ and  fade-ftiee. 
Our  adjust- 
_  ^_  able  suspension 
"  ^™  systems  got 
"  ^™  their  start  there, 
too,  because  track  condi- 
tions are  as  changeable  as 
the  weather.  And  you  can 
be  sure  if  our  shocks  and 


forks  can  wit^star 
speeds  in  exqess  c 
150  mph,  they  canr 
^^^^  take  anything  on  t': 
street. 

^^^H      You  can  even 
thank  racing  for 
those  racy  cast  allol 

W^^^M  wheels  that  run 

truer,  steer  smoothr 

and  handle  better. 

Wlien  you  think  about  it,^ 

our  racing  program  is  as  im-  ■ 

portant  to  you  as  it  is  to  us. 
Because  every  time  we 

race,  you  win. 


5t- 

ion 

ere,  . 

as 


And  keep  you  there  indefinitely. 

The  ease  with  which  this 
happens  is  due,  in  part,  to  four 
deep  breathing  constant- 
velocity  Mikuni  carburetors, 
the  precise  electronics  of  Tran- 
sistor Controlled  Ignition  and 
our  highly-efficient — and 
exclusive — vacuum 
spark  advance  system. 

Yet  this  magnificent 
engine  is  just  a  part  of  the 
performance  picture.The 
other  part  is  a 
fully-enclosed,  direct- 
11 .     coupling  shaft  drive. 
V  Y  This  clean,  virtually 
,tenance-free  unit 


translates  all  that  ral 
into  smooth,  quiet,  tij 
propulsion. 

Other  consideratl 
Trailing  caliper,  dual] 
brakes  up  ft*ont  and 
rear  Front  forks  with! 
adjustable  air  sj 
Rear shocks 
four  pre-loal 
and  adjustJ 
N  ening.Tj 
GenerJ^ 


mentation. 
Self-cancel- 
ling  turn 
signals.  Quartz 
halogen  headlight. 


XS650  SPECIAL 

For  the  traditionalists 
among  you,  we  heart- 
ily recommend  the 
650  Special. 

Tlie  four-stroke, 
single-overhead-cam, 
vertical  twin  engine 
has  the  proven 
strength,  reliability 
and  simplicity  of  its 
British  ancestors  plus  the 
smoothness  and  tractability 
only  Yamaha  technology  could 
master. 


And  it  fits  into  our  lean, 
look  as  if  it  were  custom  mj 
for  it. 

Out  on  the  street,  the 
extra-wide  rear  tire  grabs 
attention  like  it  grabs  the  ro 
And,  whether  you're  cruising 
or  hauling,  you're  in  comma 
with  a  five-speed,  constant 
mesh  transmission,  three-w 
adjustable  front  forks,  fade- 
resistant  disc  brakes,  self- 
cancelling  turn  signals  and 
instamientation. 

But  first  you  have  to  ma 
an  important  decision.  Cam 
Red.  Or  Black  Gold. 
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As  if  the  XS  Eleven  Special 
Hone  weren't  enough  to  send 
you  scunying  to  your  Yamaha 
)lealer,  we  also  make  four  other 
Special"  machines. 

They,  too,  come  complete 
vith  stepped  seat,  pullback 
j.andlebars,  teardrop  tank, 
■flioiDped  megai^hone  pipes, 
iist  alloy  wheels  and  all  that 
ihrome. 

Aiid  they're  all  equally 
)ledicated  to  our  unique  blend 
I'f  styling  and  technology 

No  matter  which  one  you 
Hioose,  it's  the  right  choice. 


XS750  SPECIAL 

Our  renowned  747cc,  four- 
stroke,  DOHC  triple  is  as 
quick  and  powerful  as  its  four- 
cylinder  competitors,  yet  leaner 
and  naiTower 

Tliis,  ak)ng  with  the  three- 
way-adjustable  leading-axle 
fi'ont  forks,  rigid  duplex  cradle 
chassis  and  preciskm  steering 
geometiy,  makes  the  750 
Special  a  supeit)  handler 

And  when  the  power  is 
channeled  through  our  silky- 
smooth  shaft  drWe,  the  result 
is,  to  say  the  least,  exhilarating. 


Additional  features  abound. 
Trailing  calijDer  dual  disc 
brakes  up  front.  Rear  disc  brake. 
Quartz  halogen  headlight.  Self- 
cancelling 
turn  signals. 

Our  exclusiv^^^^^^^ 

elastic  engine  mounts  to 
reduce  vibration.  Comi^lete 
instmmentation,  including 
speedometer;  tachometer; 
odometer;  trip  meter;  neutral, 
oil  pressure  and  headlight 
burnout  indicatoi*s.  And  three 
pizzazzy  colors— Indigo  Blue, 
Carmine  Red,  Black  Gold. 


THE  BEAUTY  ISN'T  ONLY  SKIN  DEER 


The  XS  Eleven  Special  is 
beautiful,  all  right  In  more 
ways  than  one.  Because  most 
of  its  styling  features  are  as 


practical  as  they  are  stylish.  Special  a  prime  example  of 

In  fact,  combined  with  the  that  well-known  engineering 

high-performance  four-stroke  concept:  form  follows 

engine  and  super-smooth  shaft  function.  fljlB 
drive,  they  make  the  Eleven 


The  stepped  seat  not  only  provides  a 
lower  riding  position  for  comfort,  but 
a  lower  center  of  gravity  for  handling. 
It  also  puts  your  feet  closer  to  the 
ground  for  better  balance  when  you're 
stopped. 


This  nanoui  tapered  area  where 
seat  meets  tank  is  a  treat  for  the  eyes. 
And  the  knees. 


Sure,  the  extra-wide- 
profile  rear  tire  is 
mean  looking.  It's  also 
tubeless  (as  is  the 
front  tire).  So  it 
runs  cooler  and 
lasts  longer.  It's  a 
real  pavement 
grabber,  too. 


The  highly-polished,  chopped,  reverse- 
cone  megaphone  pipes  are  perfectly 
tuned  and  double-walled  to  dissipate 
heat.  Not  even  the  custom  accessory 
folks  could  improve  on  them. 
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XS400  And  the  I 

Most  entries  in  this  categoiy  mission  i 
are  basic  transportation  motor-  shifting  ^! 
cycles.  Nothing  more.  power  pj i 

Tlie  XS400  is  an  exciting  Hanci 
motorcycle.  Nothing  less.  oil-dampi 
Its  391  cc,  SOHC,  four-stroke  five-wayi 
twdn  is  a  mighty  mill  that  puts  And  ] 

out  exceptional  power,  wherever  thing  bull 
you're  going.  cast  allo]| 

starter,  S( 
signals,  Ij 
and  two 
and  Mar 


IVRROOOM  TO  SPARE< 


lost  people 
ear  the 
hce  motor- 


The  enormous  output  of  its 
UOlcc,  DOHC,  four-cylinder 
I  engine  goes  far  beyond  raw 

speed  (which  is  considerable). 
It  translates  into  such  practical 
applications  as  climbing 
on-ramps,  passing  big  rigs, 
bucking  headwinds,  and  run- 
ning strong  and  steady  for 
miles  on  end. 

The  drive-train  is  nothing 
less  than  our  highly- 
sophisticated,  fully-enclosed 


shaft  drive.  It's  uncannily 
smooth  and  quiet.  Clean.  An) 
virtually  maintenance-fi*ee. 

The  handling  characteris 
tics  are  remarkable,  thanks  tJ 
the  narrowest  engine  design 
its  class,  optimum  frame  geol 
etry  three -way -adjustable  frJ 
forks  and  five-way-adjustablq 
rear  shocks. 

Just  add  a  Magenta  Red 
Indigo  Blue  paint  job  and  yoi\ 
ready  to  go. 
And  go. 
And  go. 


II 


[TheYamahaXS750is 
flue  among  750cc  high- 
ibrmance  motorcycles. 
It's  not  a  four.  It's  a  triple. 
It's  not  chain  driven.  It's 
ft  driven. 


And  therein  lie  the  advan- 
tages of  this  truly  outstanding 
,  road  machine. 

Those  three  giant  cylindei"s 
punip  out  as  much  pure  power 
as  any  of  their  four-cylinder 
counteipaits.  Yet  the  engine  is 
much  naiTower 

That  allows  the  rest  of  the 
bike  to  be  narrower,  too.  And 
naiTow  means  nimble.  On  the 
cuiTes.  In  the  turns.  For  as  long 


and  as  far  as  you  want  to  go. 

And  with  shaft  drive,  the 
ride  takes  on  a  highly  civilized 
smoothness  and  quiet  no  chain 
driven  bike  can  deliver. 

Of  course,  there's  always 
room  for  improvement.This 
year,  for  ex^imple,  we  changed 
the  fork  angle  for  even  better 
handling.  And  incorporated  our 
exclusive  new  elastic  engine 
mounts,  that  eliminate  virtually 
all  engine  vibration  to  the  fi'ame. 

It's  a  perfect  motorcy^cle. 

Improved. 


VRROOOM  WITH  A  VIEW. 


Recognize  these  touring 
machines? 

You  just  saw  them  a  page 
agt),  undressed,  as  the  XS 
Eleven  and  XS750.  And  you 
we  lie  under  the  impression 
they  were  high-performance 
motorcycles. 

Indeed  they  are. 

We  present  them  to  you 
here  as  full-dress  tourers  to 
illustrate  the  true  power  and 


versatility  of  these  remarkable 
machines. 

LOAD  'EM  UP. 

They  both  produce  more  than 
enough  strong,  steady  power  to 
carry  you,  a  loved  one  and  a  full 
load  of  touring  gear  anywhere 
you  care  to  point  them. 

Their  constant-mesh  trans- 
missions are  geared  to  provide 


the  most  efficient  power  trau 
fer  Whatever  the  speed.  Whr 
ever  the  load. 

Front  forks  and  rear  sho«c 
are  fully  adjustable  to  both 
rider  preference  and  riding 
conditions. 

The  thickly  padded,  two( 
tier  seat  is  big  and  comfortab 

And  you  simply  couldn't ; 
find  a  feature  more  suited  to 
cross-country  cruising  than 
smooth,  whisper-quiet  shaft!" 
drive. 


>W  TO  LOAD  'EM  UP. 

eVe  sold  you  on  the  idea  of 

ing  on  an  XS  Eleven  or 

50,  we'd  like  to  sell  you  on 

ther  idea,  too. 

The  Yamaha  Touring 

kage. 

Consisting  of  a  brand-new 
Eleven  orXS750  already 
J  dressed  with  genuine 
laha  touring  accessories. 


All  the  accessories  are 
genuine  Yamaha,  not  after- 
market  add-ons,  so  the  colors 
match  and  the  fittings  fit. 

What  you  get  (besides  the 
bike): 

A  sleek,  frame-mounted 
fairing  with  headlight,  cigarette 
lighter,  two  large  storage  areas 


with  locking  doors,  built-in  turn  : 
signals  and  running  lights. 

A  specially- contoured  two- 
passenger  seat,  thickly  padded 
for  extra  comfort  on  long  trips. 

Rugged,  extra-wide  fiber- 
glass saddlebags  with  plenty  of 
storage  room. 

Chrome  luggage  carrier  for 
an  extra  suitcase  and  a  padded 
backrest  for  an  extra  passenger 

The  Yamaha  Touring 
Package. 

Can  we  wrap  one  up  for 


THE  OLD  ONE-TWO.  IMPROVED. 


If  you  have  an  abiding  love 
for  the  past  and  a  healthy 
respect  for  the  present,  the 
SR500  and  XS650  are  right  up 
your  street.  Because  they  offer 
the  very  best  of  both. 


The  SR500  is  our  single  cylin- 
der, four-stroke  street  bike  pat- 
terned after  the  big  bore  singles 


that  ruled  the  roads  in  the  '50s. 

Even  if  you're  not  a  nos- 
talgia buff,  it's  easy  to  see  what 
made  this  type  of  bike  so  pop- 
ular And  still  does. 

The  SR500  is  a  lightweight, 
agile  handler  Economical.  And 
a  cinch  to  maintain.  Its  one 
massive,  long-stroking  piston 
pounds  out  smooth, 
throaty  practical 
power  And  produces 
low-end  torque  you  just 
can't  get  from  today's 
multi-cylinder  500's. 

Beyond  that,  Yamaha's  inno- 
vative technology  has  made 
the  SR500  as  modem  as  it  is 
traditional. 


We  perfected  a  compress, 
release  lever  and  piston  pos:^ 
tion  indicator  that  make  kid: 
starting  our  machine  quick  s 
easy  Something  that  couldnr 
be  said  for  its  forebears. 

We  also  gave  the  SR500( 
front  and  rear  disc  brakes  on 
cast  alloy  wheels.  Breakerles; 
electronic  ignition.  Oil-in-thes 
frame  lubrication  insteadl 
an  external  oil  tank.^ 
full  instrumentationr 


Traditional  cobrs— black  or  red 


5-position 
rear  shocks. 


All-ball-androllerbearing 
4-stroke  single. 


THE  TWO. 

i^er  the  years,  the  British  have 
iven  us  their  legal  system, 
eir  language,  their  colonies 
)d  the  vertical  twin  engine. 

For  motorcycle  fans,  the  last 
x)uld  head  the  list. 

The  Yamaha  XS650  boasts 
e  only  SOHC  four-stroke  ver- 
bal twin  of  this  size  now  in 
oduction.  Our  engine  pos- 
sses  all  the  qualities  that 
A^e  made  the  design  a  legend 
jpower,  reliability  economy 
mplicity  But,  thanks  to 
imaha  engineering,  it  retains 
me  of  the  drawbacks,  like 
xessive  vibration. 


Through  a  combination  of 
sophisticated  single-  overhead- 
cam  design,  crankshaft  counter- 
weight system  and  special 
engine  mounts,  the  XS650 
delivers  a  steady  stream  of 
smooth,  abundant  power  And 
a  close-ratio,  five-speed  gear- 
box makes  excellent  use  of  it. 


Resj^onsive  front  forks  and 
adjustiible  five-position  shocks 
assure  nimble  handling  on 
street  or  highway 

And  just  to  make  sure  the 
XS650  is  unmistakably  mod- 
em, there's  an  electric  starter, 
fi"ont  disc  brake,  full  instnimen- 
tation  and  self -cancelling  turn 
signals. 

The  SR500.  And  the  XS650. 
Who  says  you  can't  go  back 
again? 


WE  DON'T  CALL  IT 
THE  MYTONA  SPECIAL  FOR  NOTHING 


The  RD400,  our 
super  quick  two- 
stroke  street  bike,  is 
descended  from  a 
long  line  of  world 
class  "^maha  racing 
machines. 

And  this  year,  it 
looks  it. 

Because  this 
year,  it  sports  the 


Psarl  White  with 
bright  red  striping. 

It  sports  a  new 
name,  too.  The 
Daytona  Special.  In 
honor  of  the  famous 
TZ350  road  racers. 
These  bikes  won 
more  consecutive 
Daytona  races  than 
any  other  motor- 


styling  and  official  colors  of  the  cycle.  And  were  the  forerunners 
International  "^maha  Team  —      of  the  machine  Kenny  Roberts 


rode  to  his  brilliant  win  in  the 
1978  Daytona  200. 

Out  on  the  street,  the  simr 
larities  between  the  Daytona  j 
Special  and  the  legendary 
TZ350  are  unmistakable. 

The  398cc  engine  produce 
the  kind  of  power  that  counts 
Low  end  torque  for  rapid  acce 
eration,  plus  steady  power  an: 
instant  response  throughout ; 
the  RPM  range.  A  short-throv( 


speed  gearbox  assures  max- 
im versatility  and  control. 
IThe  responsive  suspen- 
„  including  five-way-adjus- 
e  rear  shocks,  combined 
A  the  modified  racing  fi-ame 
lilt  in  excellent  handling 
racteristics. 

Even  the  styling  is  perfor- 
ince-oriented.  From  the  low, 
4c  silhouette,  to  the  cafe  tail 


and  seat,  to  the  one-piece  cast 
alloy  wheels. 

Street  instrumentation 
comes  complete  with  oil  warn- 
ing light,  universal  speedom- 
eter, tachometer,  odometer, 
resettable  trip  meter  and  self- 
cancelling  turn  signals. 

The  Daytona  Special.  We 
couldn't  have  called  it  anything 
less. 


Yaniaha  racing 
colors:  Pearl 
White  with 
red  stripe. 


i  il 


Short-throw, 

6speed 

transmission. 


Autolube  mixes 
gas  and  oil 
autoniatically. 


398cc,  2- 
stroke  twin 
with  Torque 
Induction. 


l-piece  cast 
alloy  wheels. 


Front  and  rear 
disc  brakes. 


1  s 

#  1  '  '  ^^^^Es 

This  rigid  t  iangiilated  swing  arm 
keeps  the  rear  wheel  tracking  straight 
and  tnie,  ru)  matter  how  rough 
the  terrain.  No  wobble.  No 
flex.  And,  to  reduce 
unsprung  ueight  in 
our  larger  YZ's, 
the  swing  ann 
is  constructed 
of  strong, 

lightweight  aluminum. 


Our  incredible— and  exclusive— 
nitrogen/ oil  Monoshock  rear  suspen- 
sion has  exceptionally  long  travel  to 
keep  the  rear  wheel  where  it  belongs. 
On  the  ground.  Consistent  traction 


and  control  are  the  result.  You  can 
adjust  the  dampening  to  20 settings 
with  just  a  screwdriver  And  vary  the 
spring  preload  and  nitrogen  pressure 
for  the  exact  cmtditions  you'll  be 
riding  in.  The  heavy  finning  quickly 
dissipates  heat  to  reduce  shock  fading. 


The  race-proven  5  or  6-speed  trans, 
missions  mean  you  always  have  th^ 
right  gear  at  the  right  time.  With 
shori-throw  quickness  and  precision 


i 


The  new  full-floating  rear  brake 
allows  the  shoe  to  rotate  and 
pivot  with  the  frame  rather 
than  the  swing  arm.  Braking 
is  smoother,  more  positive  and 
predictable,  regardless 
of  terrain. 
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LETTHEMEATDIRTi 


This  year,  just  showdng 
up  on  a  motocross 
course  with  a  YZ125, 
250  or  400  gives  you 
a  distinct  psychological 
advantage. 

It  inakes  the  competition 
extremely  nervous. 

These  three  bikes  ai  e  as 


We've  given  all 
three  models 
more  power 
this  year- from 
5%  to  20%  in 
mid-range.  Longer  suspension 
travel,  for  even  better  handling. 
Newfrill-floating  rear  brakes  to 
deliver  smoother,  more  positive 
biTikine  rPiinrdles"^  of  track 


optimum  chain  play  while  elii 
inating  the  need  for  a  chain 
tensioner 

As  for  the  features  that 
have  made  the  YZ's  so  famou 
over  the  years— Monoshock : 
suspension,  chrome-moly 
frames,  leading-axle  front  fon 
Reed  Valve  Torque  Indu'^'" 
atrinng  others -^thexAf 
•  ^  much  vC\  eaHdcnv  \ 


OUR  SUNDAY  BEST. 


Rex  Slatcii 


Team  Yamaha  has  just 
me  something  they're 
^  proud  of. 

The  impossible. 

This  group  of  riders, 
i.isted  by  their  trusty 
)chanics  and  remark- 

Yamaha  machines, 
±  recorded  the  first 
End  slam"  in  the  his- 
^  of  motocross.  Num- 
■  One  plates  in  125cc, 
Occ,  500cc  and  Super- 
2SS  in  a  single  season. 

Two  of  those  plates 
mt  to  one  incredible 
er.  Bob  "Hurricane" 
nnah,  who  clinched 
ih  the  Supercross  and 
lA  250  National  titles 
ore  the  seasons  were 
m  over  And,  in  the  pro- 


Bob  Hannah    Ken  Clark  (Team  Manager)  Brocdiover 

cess,  racked  up  22  straight 
moto  ^Anns,  to  become 
the  winningest  moto- 
-  crosser  in  AMA  history 
A  tough  act  to 
follow?  Not  for  team- 
mate Broc  Glover  This 
18-year-old  prodigy  not 
only  stayed  on  top  of 
the  125cc  heap,  race 
after  race,  but  went  on 
to  take  the  AMA  Na- 
tional Championship 
for  the  second  straight 
;  year 

Rick  "Lumberjack" 
Buigett  surprised 
everyone  but  us.  He 
methodically  worked 
his  way  up  in  the  stand- 
ings to  take  first  place 
by  the  sixth  event  of 


Pienv  Kdrsinakers 


Mike  Bell 


the  500cc  series.Then  blasted 
through  the  next  five  to  take 
the  championship. 

A  combination  of  injuries 
and  just  plain  bad  luck  kept 
Mike  Bell  and  Pien'e  Kars- 
makers  out  of  the  top 
spots.  But  not  before^ 
Mike  turned  in  a  spec- 
tacular win  at  the  Super-  L, 
bowl  of  Motocross  in  Los  ^ 
Angeles.  And,  of  course, 
Pierre,  former  open  class 
champion,  remains  the 
finest  product  develop- 
ment rider  in  the  world. 


/with  his  uncanny  riding  ability 

iand  diagnostic  sldlls. 

As  for"R()cket"  Rex  Staten, 
our  newest  team  member,  he 
gave  Rick  Burgett  some  veiy 
tense  moments  in  the  500cc 
battle,  finishing  a  close  second. 

OVER  THERE. 

Meanwhile,  across  the  Atlantic, 
[  no  one  was  suiprised  to  see 
'  Yamaha's  Heikld  Mikkola  still 
[  living  up  to  his  famous  nick- 
[  name  "The  Flying  Finn!' 


He  out-maneuvered,  out- 
lasted and  simply  out-classed 
Europe's  finest,  to  take  his  sec- 
ond straight  500cc  Class  Worid 
MotoQ'oss  Championship. 

Today  the  worid. 

Tomorrow. . . 

OVER  HERE. 
AND  OVER  THERE. 

Meanwhile,  back  home,  our 
Enduro  team  was  busy  with 
the  dirt,  rocks,  trees  and  treach- 
eries of  the  ISDT  qualifiers. 


When  the  dust  settled,  they'd 
won  55  gold  medals,  4  first-in- 
class  trophies,  2  manufacturer^ 
trophies  and  3  overall-win 
awards. 

Their  next  stop  was  the 
International  Six  Day  Trials  inr 
Sweden.  And  three  more  gold  . 
medals. 

Needless  to  say  we're  very^ 
successful  in  the  racing  depar 
ment.  Which  should  make  youi 
every  bit  as  happy  as  it  does  U2i 

Because  a  race  course  is 
also  a  proving  ground.  For  the ; 
innovations,  refinements  and 
improvements  that  go  into 
every  Yamaha  competition 
machine. 

The  ones  we  race. 

And  the  ones  you  buy 


SMALL  PACKAGES. 

Of  course,  no  discussion  of  our 
YZ  line  would  be  complete 
without  a  few  words  alDout  the 
YZ80  and  YZIOO. 

Or,  as  we  like  to  call  them, 
rrhe'^maha  System!' 

The  YZ80,  part  one  of  The 
[System,  is  our  mini  moto- 
i:r()sser.  The  YZIOO,  part  two  of 
Hie  System,  is  our  unique 
mtennediate-size  machine  that 
)ielps  the  young  rider  make  the 
Tansition  fi'om  mini  to  full-size. 

Both  are  racing  machines 
m  eveiy  sense  of  the  word, 
rrom  their  Monoshocks  to 
"heir Torque  hiduction  engines. 

And  this  year,  the  YZ80  has 
.  new  six  speed  transmission, 
.  newly-designed  fi'ame,  more 
juspension  travel,  more  horse- 
>oower  More  of  what  it  takes  to 
Tiake  it  even  more  competitive. 

From  the  smallevSt  to  the 
sillest,  the  1979  Yamaha  YZ's 
i.re  built  to  give  you  what  you 
want  most  from  a  motocross 
Tiachine. 

Victory 
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Foldout  slip-sheet 


1.  Open  the  foldout  page 

2.  Insert  this  sheet  with 

1.  Front  side  touching  the  free  page 

2.  Arrow  pointing  to  the  fold 

3.  Slice  the  folded  edge 

4.  Close  the  page  and  slip-sheet 


Free  end 


Slip-sheet 


Fold 
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Back 


Follow  instructions  on  the  other  side 


P)'ecisimi-engineered  frame 
geometry,  coupled  with  space- 
age  chrome-moly  steel,  makes 
our  larger  YZ's  light  enough 
to  win  and  strong  enough  to 
win  in  one  piece. 


Leading-axle  front  forks  provide 
a  longer  sliding  swface  for  longer, 
more  respomive  travel.  They're  adjust- 
able for  air  pressure,  oil  weight  and 
oil  level  to  soak  up  everything  from 
track  irregularities  to  fidl-fledged 
whoop-de-doos. 


Motocross  demands  poiver  and  torque, 
from  the  holeshot  to  the  finish  line. 
Our  tough  YZ  engines,  with  Reed 
Valve  Torque  Induction,  deliver  plenty 
of  both  across  exceptionally  wide  rpm 
bands. 


WORTH  THEIR  WEIGHT  IN  GOLD. 


If  you  want  to 
compete  -  and  win  - 
in  serious 
enduro  events, 
you've  come  to 
the  right  page. 
Because  the 
Yamaha  IT's  you 
see  here  are  serious 
enduro  machines. 

And  they  are  winners. 
They've  won  gold  medals  in 
everything  from  local  events  to 
national  ISDT  qualifiers  to  the 
European  ISDT  itself. 


The  single  most  important 
reason  maybe  our  exclusive 
Monoshock  rear  sus- 
pension system.  In 
the  anything-goes 
terrain  of  your  basic 
enduro  course,  the 
adjustable,  long-travel 
Monoshock  keeps  the 
rear  wheel  hugging  the  ground 
for  more  consistent  traction  and 
handling. 


The  leading-axle  front  fa 
give  you  the  straight-line 
stability  you  need  on  the 
smooth  stretches.  And 
pinpoint  steering  contn 
in  the  rough. 

You'll  never  want  fo' 
plentiful,  practical  poweK 
either  All  three  engine  si^. 
were  bom  and  bred  on  our 
unbeatable  YZ  motocrossersc 
they  deliver  exceptional  pom 
and  torque  throughout  the  rn" 
range. 


Hinged  brake  and  shift  lev& 


The  quick-release  wheels,  air 
filter  and  dutch  cable— along 
with  the  handy  tool  kit— can 
save  precious  repair  time  in 
serious  events. 


Monoshock  suspension  with  rigid 
triangulated  swing  arm. 


Chain  a^usting  cams. 


AVe  ve  made  some  signifi- 
:  improvements  in  the 
50  and  400  this  year,  too. 

engines  not  only  offer 
3er  performance  but  they're 
iter  and  more  compact  as 
.  .That,  combined  with  the 
•  chrome-moly  frames 
uces  overall  weight  signifi- 
tly.  Suspension  travel  is 
>ier,  front  and, 
.■.The 


'  chrome-moly  frame 
^ong,  yet  light. 


newly-designed  transmissions 
have  improved  gear  ratios. 
And  new  head  angles 
mean  even  quicker 
steering. 

The  1979 
Yamaha  IT  series. 

For  the  com- 
petition enduro 
rider  who  insists  on 
winning,  they  represent  a 
golden  opportunity 


\itweight, 
^-capacity  tank. 


This  year,  all  three  IT  models  have  something 
they  never  had  before.  A  limited  warranty 


Flexible  polypropylene  fenders. 


PLAY  DIRTY. 

The  trouble  with  some  off- 
road  playbikes  is  that  you 
really  have  to  work  at  having  a 
good  time.  Because  they're  just 
not  designed  to  take  on  what 
Mother  Nature  can  dish  out. 

The  Yamaha  TT500,  on 
the  other  hand,  can  take  you  just 
about  anywhere,  around  or  over 
just  about  anything.  And  back 
again. 


3t5 


RPM 


Flexible  rubber-mounted  turn  signals. 


Full  street-legal 
instrumentation. 


Compression  indicator  for  easy 


Reason  number  two: 
dling. 

The  adjustable  nitrogen/oil 
shocks  and  new  leading- 
front  forks  provide  longer 
el  travel  with  outstanding 
ipening  characteristics, 
and  clearance  is  unusually 
1.  And,  this  year,  the  TT500 
a  leaner,  cleaner,  lighter 
ocross  frame  along  with  a 
steering  head  angle  for 
roved  maneuverability 
But  even  with  all  that  going 
t,  there's  one  place  you  can't 
!  theTTSOO.  Downtown. 


That's  where  our  dual 
purpose  model,  the  XT500, 
comes  in. 

It's  almost  identical  to  the 
TT500,  but  with 
full  street -legal 
lighting  and 


instrumentation.  And  it's  every  |ij 
bit  as  tough  and  reliable  as  its 
off-road  counterpart.  As  proof 
we  offer  the  following.  i ; 

A  team  of  officers  fh)m  the 
Los  Angeles  Iblice  Department 
rode  eight  XTSOO's  from  the 
tip  of  South  America  to  the  LA. 
City  Hall,  a  distance  of  13,400 
miles. 

Up  highways.Through 
jungles.  Across  rivers. 

On  the  whole  10-week  trip, 
the  only  problem  they  had  was 
an  engine  that  wouldn't  start. 

It  was  out  of  gas. 


New  lighter  frame. 
Aluminum  bashplate.  \ 
lightweight  aluminum       \  \  m 


Oil-in-frame,  dry  sump  lubrication 
increases  ground  clearance. 


New  leading-axle  front  forks. 


niDT  CHEAP  ^^75,  our  Hill-size 

^^^^^  *       Bfc^^B  •  niachine,  has  Yamaha's  exclu- 


Introducing  the  newest 
members  of  the  Yamaha  off- 
road  family  The  MXlOO  and 
MX175. 

Two  tough,  powerful,  reli- 
able off-road  playbikes  that  just 
about  anyone  can  ride. 

And  afford. 

They're  priced  very  low,  yet 
come  loaded  with  all  the  proven 
features  they  need  to  make 
themYamahas. 


sive  Monoshock  rear  suspen- 
sion. Its  extremely  long  travel 
soaks  up  the  worst  bumps  and 
jolts.  And  the  rigid  triangulated 
swing  arm  keeps  your  rear 
wheel  right  on  track. 

Leading-axle  front  forks 
allow  more  front  wheel  travel  as 
well  as  quick,  precise  steering. 


The  MXlOO  is  a  unique,, 
intermediate-size  bike  (righr 
between  mini  and  full-size) 


Mxm 


that's  not  only  ideal  for  youn 
sters  but  for  anyone  just  gettt; 
started  in  off-road  riding. 


Exclusive  Monoshock  rear  suspension. 


Responsive,  Umg-trav^ 
leading-axle  front  fort^ 


The  seat  height  is  extra- 
for  stable,  confident  han- 
g.  Full-sized,  oil-dampened 
•  shocks  and  long-travel 
t  forks  assure  comfoitable 
sing  around  the  camp- 
md  and  responsive  control 
ill  kinds  of  ground. 
Both  bikes  are  powered  by 
^ed,  race-proven  Yamaha 


two-stroke  singles.  Reed  Valve 
Torque  Induction  insures 
plenty  of  pulling  power  at  the 
low  end  and  throughout  the 
broad  powerband.The  easy- 
shifting  transmissions  are 
geared  for  efficiency  and 
versatility 

The  center-mount  exhaust 
pipes  are  routed  up  and 
through  the  lightweight  moto- 
cross-type  frames  for  maxi- 
mum ground  clearance. 


And  our  patented  Autolube 
System  automatically  mixes 
your  gas  and  oil  so  you  can 
concentrate  on  having  fun. 

The  new  MXlOO  and 
MX175. 

It's  not  often  you  find 
motorcycles  that  are  worth  so 
much  more. 

And  cost  so  much  less. 


IF  YOU  CANT  MAKE  UP  YOUR  MINI 


Several  years  ago,  we 
invented  a  new  kind  of  motor- 
cycle for  people  whose  passion 
for  the  dirt  was  equalled  only 
by  their  love  for  the  street. 

The  Yamaha  dual-purpose 
motorcycle. 


Our  intermediate-size  DTIOO  fits 
right  in  between  mini  and  full-size. 
It's  an  ideal  family  bike. 

It  was  then,  and  is 
now^  a  true  dual-pur- 
pose machine,  designed 
to  perform  with  agility 
on  either  side  of  the  city 
limits. 


Except  for  the  DTIOO,  t: 
^maha  DT  series  uses  the  ? 
same  type  Monoshock  reari 
suspension— and  this  year,  , 
same  type  leading-axle  from 
forks — as  our  winning  YZ 
motocrossers.  So  on  the  roaf 
or  off,  you  can  be  sure  of  poc 
tive  traction,  consistent  danr 
ening,  precise  steering  and  . 
exceptional  reliability 


.  '  V  ■ 


Fhe  rugged,  reliable  two- 
<.e  engines  make  the  most 
le  DT's  dual  personality 
,  in  1979,  performance  is  up 
jr  three  larger  bikes.  More 
ue  for  acceleration  and 
bing.  More  smooth,  prac- 
power  for  long-distance 


Yet,  with  all  that  extra 
performance,  fuel  economy  is 
better  than  ever. 

Special  features?  Plenty 
Flexible  turn  signal  mounts. 


Our  exclusive  Monoshock  rear 
suspension  keeps  the  rear  wheel  on 
the  ground  for  outstanding  traction. 
Spring  preload  is  adjustable  to  both 
rider  and  riding  conditions.  And  the 
rigid  triangulated  swing  arm  keeps 
the  rear  wheel  stable  for  truer  running. 


Chain  adjusting  cams.  Auto- 
matic chain  tensionen  New  off- 
road  styling.  And,  of  course, 
Autolube,  which  automatically 
(and  economically)  premixes 
your  gas  and  oil  and  keeps  your 
engine  running  right. 

Fbwer  Handling.  Reliability 
Economy  And  st>de.  Put  them 
all  together  and  you've  got 
yourself  one  terrific  motorcycle. 

Or  two. 


Full  street-legal  lighting  and 
instrumentation.  Includes  head  and 
tail  lights,  flexible  turn  signals, 
speedometer,  tachometer,  resettable  trip 
meter,  neutral  and  oil  level  indicators. 


{ Valve  Torque  Induction  assures 
)th,  steady  power,  not  only  at  the 
md  but  across  the  band.  The 
al  head  design  and  deep  finning 
pate  heat  quickly  for  longer  life. 


New  motocross-type  leading-axle  front 
forks  on  our  three  larger  bikes  mean 


START  AT 
THE  TOP. 

'^^aha  minibikes  give 
young  riders  their  first  taste  of 
what  it  is  to  ride  the  best. 

Because  our  minibikes 
have  many  of  the  same  fea- 
tures our  maxibikes  have.  From 
Reed  Valve  Torque  Induction 
to  rugged,  responsive  suspen- 
sion systems.  From  durable, 
double-loop  frames  right  down 
to  subtle  details  like  recessed 
bolts. 


The  reason  for  building  our 
minis  this  way  is  simple.  We 
figure  once  a  rider  starts  at  the 
top,  he'll  want  to  stay  there. 

YZ80. 
The  YZ80  is  every  bit  the  racer 
our  bigger  YZ's  are.  Only 
smaller  It  not  only  has  long- 
travel,  leading-axle  front  forks, 
it  has  the  same  exclusive  long- 
stroke  Monoshock  rear  suspen- 


sion for  consistent  control  an 
traction.The  same  frame  geo 
etry  And  the  same  ability  to 
win  everything  it's  entered  ii 

A  spirited  79cc,  single  cy 
inder  engine  with  Reed  Valve 
Torque  Induction  and  inner- 
rotor  CDI  ignition  generates 
plenty  of  power  and  torque. 
And  the  new,  more  versatile 
6-speed  transmission  has  a 
short-throw  lever  for  swift,  si 
shifts. 

Consider  the  YZ80  step 
one  in  the  development  of  a 
winner 


GTMX. 

GTMX  can  stand  up  to 
:ever  punishment  a  kid 
it  through.  It  has  a  strong 
)cross-type  suspension 
long-travel  front  forks  and 
y-duty  rear  shocks.  A 
h,  low-profile,  double-loop 
lar  frame.  A  72cc,  2-stroke, 
ie  cylinder  engine  with 
1  Valve  Torque  Induction. 


And  a  4-speed  transmission 
that  shifts  smooth  and  easy 

The  GTMX  also  has  some 
features  that  make  it  a  natural 
for  beginners.  Like  a  primary 
kick  starter  that  lets  the  rider 
start  in  any  gear.  Autolube 
which  automatically  mixes  gas 
and  oil.  And  a  metal  bashplate 
that  protects  the  engine  from 
scrapes  and  bumps. 

For  a  playbike,  the  GTMX 
really  works  in  the  dirt. 


GT80. 

It's  the  same  as  our  GTMX 
but  completely  street  legal.  Full 
instrumentation  and  lighting 
includes  a  speedometer,  odom- 
eter and  large  sealed-beam 
headlight.This  mini  is  built  to 
take  it.  Wherever  you  take  it 
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If  you  found  something  you       From  our  beautiful  new 

like  in  these  pages,  we're  not  at  street  fleet  to  our  victoiious 

all  suiprised.  Because  this  is  motocrossers.  From  our  hardy 

the  best  and  most  complete  off-road  and  dual-puipose 

selection  of  motorcycles  that  machines  to  our  mighty  minis. 
Yamaha  has  ever  built.  From  the  ground  up. 

YAMAHA  FOR  1979. 

When  you  know  how  they're  built 


Just  before  Honda's  rep  turned  on  the 
movie  projector  and  revealed  the  fac- 
tory's new  models,  he  said  the  sort  of 
ingthe  reps  are  paid  to  say:  "1979  will  be 
e  Year  of  Honda." 

This  is  the  .second  year  for  which  Honda 
IS  introduced  a  range  of  in-fact-nev\ 
odels.  for  street  and  dirt,  designed  along 
milar  engineering  themes  and  styled  in  a 
milv  wav. 

The  1978  .stars  were  the  CBX.  the 
R250R.  the  CX300  and  the  XL250S. 
For  1979  we  have  a  trio  of  new  750 
lurs:  a  CB650  Four,  an  XL/XR500  corn- 
nation,  an  ofl'-road  version  of  the  XL250 
imed  the  XR250.  an  XL/XR185.  an 
L125S.  and  a  replica-racer  CR  125R. 
Updates  for  the  year  include  two  new 
odels  of  the  CX500.  a  stylized  version  of 
e  Hawk  400  and  an  improved  (quicker, 
en)  C  BX.  tested  elsewhere  in  this  issue, 
^e  Gold  Wing  receives  further  reline- 
cnt  and  the  beginner  Single  grows  into 
e  XR80. 
Quite  a  list. 

This  may  well  be  the  Year  of  Honda. 

If  so.  it  will  happen  at  a  good  time. 

Honda  has  been  the  industry  sales 
ader  almost  since  the  company  arrived  in 
e  U.S.  20  years  ago.  That  lead  has  been 
;tting  slim  during  the  past  few  years,  as 
e  other  companies  expanded  their  model 
les  and  correctly  predicted  public  tastes, 
onda  lagged  a  bit:  in  performance  bikes, 
otocross  and  pure  dirt  expecially.  and  the 
les  figures  showed  it. 

Thus  began  the  new  campaign. 

Honda  is  moving  in  two  directions,  not 

opposition  exactly  but  certainly  not  in 
le  same  direction. 

One  is  traditional  Honda,  that  is.  en- 
neering.  The  CBX.  the  new  750s.  and 
)0.  the  500  Singles  and  the  motocro.ss 
achines  are  clear  demonstrations  of  how 
uch  good  work  Honda's  engineers  can 

3. 

Next,  styling.  Not  so  much  the  actual 
oks  of  the  bikes,  but  in  following  trends, 
imclhing  Honda  has  not  usually  done, 
awasaki  introduced  the  LTD  and  sold 
;aps.  Yamaha  last  year  had  the  Specials, 
mi-custom,  semi-chopped,  fat  tires  and 
ng  front  ends  and  small  fuel  tanks,  just 
hat  Harley-David.son  does  so  well  and 
St  w  hat  the  new  motorcycle  buyer  appar- 
illy  thinks  motorcycles  should  look  like, 
amaha  set  sales  records. 

So  along  with  twin  camshafts,  four- 
ilves-per  cylinder  heads,  counterbalan- 
:rs  and  scientific  knobby  tires.  Honda 
ves  us  teardrop  tanks,  fat  rear  tires  and 
gh  handlebars.  One  can  call  it  .salesman- 


CB750  engine  was  shown  prepared  for  Su- 
perbike  racing. 

ship,  or  one  can  call  it  giving  the  public 
what  the  public  wants. 

Honda's  new  models  for  1979  include: 

CB750F  AND  CB750K 

The  new  750s  are. really  that,  the  only 
holdover  being  that  while  the  other  makers 
are  enlarging  their  Fours.  Honda  is  stick- 
ing with  the  proven  displacement  estab- 
lished ten  \ears  ago. 

The  750  engine  is  directlv  based  on  the 
endurance-ra'cer  RCB943'and  RCB997 
Fours,  with  double  overhead  camshafts 
working  four  \aKes  per  cvlinder.  one  tim- 
ing chain  driving  the  exhaust  cam  and  a 
second  chain  from  the  exhaust  driving  the 
intake  cam.  The  750  uses  plain  bearings 
and  a  wet  sump.  As  a  sign  of  improved 
breathins.  the  new  750  uses  four  30mm 


Innovative  Engineering  to 
Semi-Custom  Style; 
Hondo  Has  Something 
For  Everybody. 

carbs  while  the  single-cam  '78  750s  had 
28mm  units.  Compression  ratio  is  still  9: 1. 
Without  giving  awav  the  results  of  the 
CB750K  tested  this  month,  the  new  engine 
is  stronger  than  the  old.  emissions  controls 
or  not.  The  twin-cam  750  obviously  shares 
much  of  the  thinking  from  the  CBX  Six. 
but  it  dilfers  in  most  details. 

The  750s  share  a  basic  frame.  It's  a 
duplex  cradle,  unlike  the  open  frame/ 
stressed  ensine  designs  of  the  CBX. 
CX500.  Haw'k  and  XL/XR  models.  The 
750F  frame,  intended  for  sport,  has  thicker 
tubes  in  places,  and  more  bracing  at  the 
steering  head  and  rear  nmunt.  Both  frames 
have  arched  backbones,  so  the  head  can  be 
removed  with  engine  in  place,  and  u.se 
demountable  right  cradle  sections  so  the 
engine  can  be  more  easilv  removed  for 
service. 

Showa  is  supplying  the  forks  and  two- 
stage  shocks  lo  Honda's  specifications. 
The  F  model  has  two  front  disc  brakes,  one 
disc  rear,  while  the  K  has  single  disc  in 
fri>nt  and  drum  in  back.  As  you'd  expect 
from  the  designation,  the  K  has  four  ex- 
haust pipes  and  w  ire  w  heels.  The  F  u.ses  u 
4-into-2  exhaust  and  ComStar  w  heels. 

For  a  third,  semi-model  there  will  be  a 
limited  production  750K.  a  Tenth  Anni- 
versarv  edition,  with  different  stripes, 
lower  seal  and  a  17-in.  ComStar  rear 
wheel.  > 
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Liquid  Asset  For 

The  Long  HauL 

The  Honda  Gold  Wing. 


Super  smooth.  When  you're  chas- 
ing the  horizon  for  days  at  a  time, 
it's  what  you  need  most.  And  when 
you're  riding  a  Honda  Gold  WingJ** 
super  smooth  is  what  you  get. 

It's  the  quality  that  puts  the  Gold 
Wing  into  a  class  by  itself:  The 
World-Class  Tourer 

The  Gold  Wing's  legendary 
smoothness  starts  with  its  liquid- 
cooled,  opposed  four-cylinder 
engine.  Opposed  cylinders  for  the 
low-vibration  living  that  goes  with 
near-perfect  primary  balance.  Liquid 
cooling  because  it's  more  efficient. 

There's  nothing  wrong  with  air 
cooling,  of  course.  Unless  the  air 
happens  to  be  Death  Valley  hot. 
Or  Alcan  Highway  cold.  For  riders 
who  think  nothing  of  accumulat- 
ing mileage  in  thousand-mile 
chunks,  that's  where  liquid  cooling 
pays  big  dividends.  What- 
ever the  temperature 
may  be  outside  the 
engine,  inside  the 
Gold  Wing  it  stays 
just  right.  Uniform 
operating  tem- 


peratures  mean  greater  efficiency 
Fuel  economy  is  better  Power  out- 
put is  more  consistent.  Since  there's 
less  expansion  and  contraction  of 
engine  components,  major  service 
intervals  are  long.  Tappets  stay  at 
proper  adjustment  longer,  and  oil 
doesn't  become  contaminated  as 
quickly.  Which  is  why  after  the 
initial  600-mile  check-up,  the  Gold 
Wing  can  go  7500  miles  between 
oil  changes. 

Lfquld-Cooled  For  Longevity. 

Most  important  of  all,  the  Gold 
Wing  cooling  system  helps  to  re- 
duce internal  engine  wear  Liquid 
cooling  allows  cylinder  bores  to  be 
closer  together,  reducing  the  dis- 
tance between  crankpins.  This  trans- 
lates into  reduced  strain  on  crank- 
shaft and  main  bearings.  Which 
helps  to  explain  some  of  those 
high-mileage  Gold  Wings  you  may 
have  encountered.  Whether  you're 
saddling  up  for  Tierra  del  Fuego  or 
just  a  run  to  the  local  hamburger 
stand,  longevity  is  a  big  plus.  You 
know  you  can  count  on  your  Gold 
[Y.        Wing  to  get  you 

there — and  / 
back — with  a  ^Jf  k  -> 
F.  minimum  of  fuss.  ^\^_ 


There's  another  dimension  to  th 
Gold  Wing's  liquid-cooled  edge, 
invisible  and  all  but  inaudible. 
Liquid-Cooled. 
Responsibly  Quiet. 

Since  the  engine  is  liquid-coole^ 
it  needs  no  cooling  fins,  eliminatir 
fin  resonance.  And  the  engine's 
water-jacketing  dampens  internal 
mechanical  noise  to  a  low-pitchec 
hum.  It  adds  up  to  one  of  the 
quietest-running  motorcycles  in 
the  world.  At  cruising  speed  all 
you  hear  is  the  low,  purposeful 
exhaust  note — and  the  sweet 
song  of  the  wind. 


A  one-piece  luggage  rack  with  add-on 
travel  trunk. 

A  quiet  motorcycle  is  also  one 
that  can  help  make  more  friends 
for  the  great  fraternity  of  riders. 
And  you  can  help  the  process 
along  by  watching  your  speed, 
watching  out  for  the  other  guy 
and  observing  all  traffic  laws. 

So  ride  smart,  ride  cool  and 
give  yourself  the  touring  rider's 
liquid  asset — the  liquid-cooled 
Honda  Gold  Wing.  See  it 
at  your  Honda  dealer  today. 


Always  wear  a 
helmet  and  eye 
protection. 

For  free  brochure,  write: 
American  Honda  Motor  Co 
Inc  .  Dept  CU/I9GL,  Box  50. 
Gardena,  CA  90247  See 
Yellow  Pages  for  nearest 
Honda  dealer. 
U-  A     ©1979  AHM. 


Instrumentation  is  complete.  Speed- 
ometer. Electronic  tachometer 
Odometer.  Resettable  trip  meter 
Warning  lights  for  oil,  neutral,  low 
fuel,  headlight  and  taillight  burnout. 
Our  exclusive  night  illumination  fea- 
ture makes  them  easier  to  read,  too. 


The  graceful  pullback  handlebars 
are  perfectly  positioned  for  the  lower, 
more  relaxed  riding  style. 


A  quartz-halogen  headlight  puts  out 
a  lot  more  light.  And  if  it  ever  does 
bum  out,  the  other  filament  lights 
automatically 


Leading-axle  front  forks  and 
increased  front  wheel  rake  mean 
better  low  speed  cornering  and 
straight  line  tracking. 


The  real  beauty  of  the  one-piece  cast 
aluminum  wheels  can  be  summed  up 
in  six  words:  stronger,  truer,  light- 
weight, clean,  maintenance-free. 


VALUE  EDITIONS 

For  the  economy-minded 
among  you,  we  also  offer  lower- 
priced  versions  of  ourXS650 
Special  and  XS400.They're 
called  the  XS650  Special  II  and 
XS400-2R 

What's  the  difference? 
Both  machines  have  wire 
wheels  instead  of  cast  alloy  A 
little  less  chrome.  And  one  color 
instead  of  two. 

The  650  Special  II  has  a 
front  disc  and  a  rear  dnam 
brake.The  XS400-2F  has  two 
drum  brakes.  And  a  kick  starter. 

In  all  other  respects— 
performance,  handling,  styling, 
even  instiumentation— they 
are  identical  to  the  XS650 
Special  andXS400. 

You  give  up  a  little.  But  you 
still  get  a  lot. 


ason  Number  One:  Liquid  Cooling. 


This  close-up  on  Honda's  Gold  Wlng^"  is 
the  first  in  a  series  examining  the  qualities 
that  put  class  in  a  world-class  touring  bike. 

They're  the  reasons  the  Gold  Wing  has 
become  a  favorite  of  knowledgeable  riders 
everywhere.  And  they're  the  reasons  you 
can  expect  your  Gold  Wing  to  take  you 

all  the  way. 


coiNC  strong! 


Copyrighted  material- 


CB650 


CB650 

The  650  Four  isn't  just  an  enlarged  55( 
despite  apparent  similarities.  The  65 
moves  Honda  in  still  another  direction. 

Call  it  budget  sports.  Motorcycle  price 
are  going  up  and  Honda  figures  to  kee 
costs  as  low  as  possible.  So  the  650  share 
only  six  parts  with  the  550  Four  but  can  b 
built  on  the  550's  assembly  lines. 

The  engine  has  a  single  overhead  can 
for  cost  and  ease  of  maintenance,  we't 
told. 

From  there  it's  standard  equipment  for 
sports  bike,  with  ComStars.  two-stag 
shocks,  low-friction  forks,  chassis  re 
worked  for  lower  seat,  and  disc/drur 
brakes. 

We're  told  the  650  will  produce  powe 
equal  to  the  other  650  Four,  and  that  th 
Honda  650  will  weigh  some  30  lb.  less  tha 
its  rival. 


XR/XL500 

Got  one  right.  Several  months  ago  CW 
dared  to  look  at  the  XL250's  automatic 
compression  release  and  to  predict  a  larger 
version  of  the  dual-purpo.se  four-stroke 
Single. 

Here  they  are.  in  the  form  of  the  dirt- 
only  XR500  and  the  street-legal  XL500. 

It's  the  same  basic  bike  as  the  XL250. 
scaled  up.  The  engine  has  the  four-valve 
head,  single  overhead  cam  and  dual  ex- 
haust ports  and  pipes,  and  the  clever  coun- 
terbalancers.  the  stressed-engine  frame 
and  the  23-in.  front  wheel. 

Dry  weights  are  listed  as  270  and  280  lb. 
approximately,  or  a  lot  less  than  the  Ya- 
maha 500  Singles.  The  big  Hondas  are 
serious  dirt  bikes,  with  leading  axle  forks, 
tilted  shocks  .  .  .  shucks,  if  you  read  about 
the  XL250  you  can  guess  the  rest.  The  250 
was  a  winner,  best  in  class  with  no  dissent- 
ing votes  and  the  500  looks  to  be  the  same, 
but  with  more  power. 


1 


XR500 


THE  SPORTS  DEPARTMENT 


Sport.  Remember  that  word.  While 
Honda  innovates  for  the  tech- 
nically-minded, and  provides  fat 
ktires  for  those  in  style,  the  sporting  rider 
who  perhaps  would  welcome  a  spot  of 
amateur  competition,  is  very  much  on 
Honda's  mind.  And  so  is  the  rider  who 
measures  his  enjoyment  in  (niles  per  day 
rather  than  per  hour. 

For  sport,  one  can  read  racing.  At  the 
factory  level,  Honda  is  preparing  to  return 
to  Grand  Prix  competition.  With  a  500cc 
four-stroke  Four  There's  also  the  factory 
motocross  team  and  the  enduro  team  and 
the  endurance  racers  sponsored  and  en- 
J  tered  by  the  European  branches  of  the 
I  company. 

Now,  something  for  the  rest  of  us. 
Easiest  place  for  Honda  here  is  off-road. 
No  social  questions,  no  risk  of  having  an 
owner  fit  his  road  bike  with  racing  gear  and 
tamper,  as  the  govt.  says,  with  emissions 
controls.  Enduro  and  off-road  racing  rules 


limit  displacement  and  nothing  else. 

So  there  will  be  kits  for  the  XR  series, 
500.  250  and  185.  The  500  Single  can  be 
fitted  with  a  high-compression  piston, 
larger  carburetor,  high-performance  cam- 
shaft, lightweight  and  freer-breathing  ex- 
haust and  a  free-flowing  airbox.  Claimed 
power  goes  from  35.9  bhp  at  6500  rpm.  to 
40.8  bhp  at  7000. 

The  250  kit  consists  of  overbore  (to  255 
or  262cc)  high  compression  piston,  shaved 
and  lightened  crankshaft,  connecting  rod 
and  counterbalancers.  ported  and  pol- 
ished head  with  larger  valves,  new  airbox. 
muffler  and  bigger  carb.  With  the  262cc 
kit.  power  is  rated  at  29.8  bhp  at  9500  rpm. 
from  the  stock  24.6  bhp  at  9000. 

A  bored  cylinder  and  high-compression 
piston  give  the  185  Single  195  cc.  With  the 
unrestricted  airbox  and  muffler,  that  comes 
to  20.8  bhp,  from  18. 

The  kits  are  all  AMA  legal,  and  will  be 
on  the  market  as  the  XRs  arrive.  (The  250 


> 

is  available  now.  with  the  185  to  folld 
about  the  time  this  appears  in  print,  tl 
50Qs  due  in  showrooms  within  a  month  < 
so.) 

Less  sure  is  a  complete  Superbike  Pn 
duction  engine  for  the  CB75()s. 

Honda's  dealer  shows  have  included  or 
liter  engines,  built  by  the.subsidiary  Ra 
ing  Service  Center.  Although  based  on  tl 
new  twin-cam  750,  the  RSC  engine  di 
places  997cc  and  is  rated  at  120  bhp.  Tl 
new  bits  include  just  about  everything:  d 
clutch,  new  gears,  rods,  pistons,  carbs.  el 
Whether  or  not  all  the  modifications,  e 
pecially  the  CR  racing  carbs.  meet  Supe 
bike  Production  street-base  rules  remai 
to  be  seen. 

The  biggest  question  now  is  whether  tl 
project  will  proceed.  Honda  does  not  wi 
to  let  these  engines  loose  on  the  stret 
Hope  is  there  will  be  enough  dealers  intc 
ested  in  fielding  race  bikes  to  allow  RSC 
produce  engines  at  reasonable  rates.  If  tl 
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More  quick  notes  here,  as  the  XR  is  just 
e  the  XL250  except  that  because  it 
edn't  carry  as  much  gear  or  meet  as 
iny  rules,  the  XR250  will  weigh  10  lb. 
s  and  have  more  power.  The  dirt-only 
gine  has  a  higher  compression  ratio; 
i;l  vs  9.1:1  for  the  XL250.  and  a  larger 
b.  30mm  vs.  28mm.  The  oflroad  carb 
1  be  jetted  for  best  running.  The  road- 
o  engine  needs  leaner  mixtures  for 
lissions  control,  and  that  carb  gets  an 
.elerator  pump  to  make  up  for  it. 
At  any  rate.  Honda  is  using  the  four- 
oke  dual  purpose  models  to  move  into 
;  true  enduro  field,  while  Yamaha  and 
zuki  have  come  from  the  other  side, 
th  two-stroke  motocross-based  enduros. 
le  XR250  and  XR500  offer  just  about 
ual  weight  and  power  and  suspension 
vel  as  the  two-strokes  in  class.  Be  inter- 
ing  to  see  how  this  works  out. 


XR185 


XR/XL185 

Another  deft  change  here.  The  XL  185  is 
mostly  an  expanded  and  improved  XL  175. 
It  doesn't  have  counter-rotating  balancers. 
23-in.  front  wheel  and  .so  forth.  What  it  has 
is  light  weight,  a  claimed  232  lb.  dry,  and 
a  good  povver-to-weighl  ratio.  The  XR 
version  follows  the  theme,  plus.  It  has  a 
six-speed  transmission.  The  XR  gets  the 
claw-style  enduro  tires,  while  the  XL  has 
standard  trials  tires  and  the  larger  XLs  get 
the  Honda-design  super  trialers.  The 
XRI85  is  listed  as  216  lb.  dry. 

With  the  exception  of  the  XR80.  all  the 
XR  models  come  with  enduro  lighting. 
c]uick-re.sel  tripmeter  and  tool  bag  on  the 
rear  fender.  Serious  stuff.  As  with  the 
differences  between  the  complex  750  and 
the  more  basic  650,  the  500  and  250  Singles 
are  technically  advanced  and  the  185  is  less 
so.  with  an  eye  to  keeping  down  the  price. 
Younger  buyers  have  less  money. 

(  onliiiiu'c/  on  pu^e  124 


ppens  (obviously  we  hope  it  does)  and  if 
e  AMA  allows  the  engines,  look  forsome 
tion  in  the  Superbike  class  this  season. 
Honda's  accessory  division,  Hondaline. 
is  also  been  busy!  After  a  lapse  during 
e  past  year  or  so,  while  the  marketing 
en  and  insurance  men  worried  about 
lat  parts  Honda  could  and  should  pro- 
ice  to  be  added  to  the  bike.  Hondaline 
>w  lists  engine  guards,  saddlebags, 
inks,  racks  and  backrests  for  the  CBX, 
LIOOO.  CB750s,  650s,  Hawks.  CXSOOs 
d  so  forth.  Not  all  stylfes  in  ail  sizes,  as 
ey  say  on  the  radk),  but  worth  looking  at. 
Still  another  new  idea,  for  the  CBX  only 
this  point. 

The  European  CBX  has  lower  bars  and 
inset  pegs,  in  the  cafe  style.  Popular 
sre.  not  quite  so  much  in  the  U.S.  But 
jre  has  been  enough  interest  to  prompt 
inda  into  offering  the  Grand  Prix  Con- 
>J  Kit:  lower  and  flatter  forged  bars, 
irset  pegs  with  Heim-jbinted  shift  lever. 


new  cables  and  hose  for  the  brakes.  We  had 
a  chance  to  sample  one  for  an  hour  or  so. 
Good  stuff.  Next,  perhaps  similar  kits  for 
the  CB750F  and  CB650?  It  would  be  a 
super  way  to  put  more  Super  Sport  into  the 
750F, 


CLAWS 


The  super  trials  tires  developed  by 
Honda  and  Bridgdstone  and  introduced 
last  year  with  the  XL250S  were  only  the 
beginning. 

This  year,  along  with  the  revised 
CR250R.  the  new  CR125R  and  the  new 
XR  series  four  strokes,  Honda  has  exclu- 
sive new  knobby  tires,  in  motocross  and 
enduro  versions. 

Knobby  is  perhaps  not  quite  the  word. 
The  Claw  Action  (Honda's  words)  tires, 
have  three  distinct  sections.  Section  A's 


center-block  location  allows  it  to  move  in*^ 
and  out.  Section  B  is  a  quadrant,  moving  in 
a  horizontal  or  diagonal  direction.  When 
this  section  comes  in  contact  with  the 
ground,  the  sidewalls  flex  and  the  knobs 
grip.  Like  the  claws  on  a  power  shovel, 
hence  the  name.  Section  C  has  a  rigid 
cienter  block,  the  driving  power.  The  com- 
bination of  directional  flexibilities  and 
rigidity  provide  self-cleaning.  Mud 
jammed  between  the  cleats  is  expelled. 

The  motocross  tires  have  le.ss  sidewall 
traction  than  the  enduro  Claws,  because 
motocross  racers  use  berms  for  turning  and 
thus  don't  need  as  much  sidewall  grip. 
Honda  says  the  beginning  motocrosser 
might  find  the  enduro  tire  quicker,  because 
he  won't  be  as  good  at  riding  the  vertical 
portions  of  the  track. 

Impressive  and  convincing  on  paper,  at 
least.  Look  for  more  details  soon  as  we  can . 
test  the  CRs  and  XRs. 
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■  Five  years  ago. 
when  Kawasaki  intro- 
duced the  KZ400,  the 
Honda  350  was  the 
hottest  selling  motor- 
cycle in  America.  It 
shows.  Kawasaki  paid 
Honda  the  ultimate 


compliment.      The  ^^^B^BF^F 

KZ400  was  designed  M^MSS^M 
as  a  bigger  and  better  CB350. 

Since  that  time  Honda  has  developed  its 
own  bigger  and  better  350,  a  trio  of  400s 
called  Hawks.  The  other  Japanese  motor- 
cycle manufacturers  have  also  come  out 
with  their  own  400cc  Twins.  High  school 
parking  lots  are  filled  with  them.  So  are 
showrooms. 

Kawasaki  was  the  first  Japanese  manu- 
facturer to  produce  a  400cc  street  bike,  a 
size  all  the  companies  have  now  settled  on. 
That  makes  the  KZ400  the  oldest  design. 
It's  a  conventional  design  in  1978:  Single 
overhead  cam  parallel  Twin  with  chain 
driven  counterbalancers. 

Both  64mm  pistons  move  up  and  down 
together  because  of  the  360-degree  crank. 
That  spaces  firing  intervals  evenly  apart 
but  also  causes  vibration.  And  that's  why 
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the  counterbalancers.  Two  small  counter- 
balancers,  both  running  opposite  the  di- 
rection of  the  crank,  are  placed  down  near 
the  crank,  one  in  front  and  one  behind. 
The  chain  which  turns  the  counterbalanc- 
ers is  driven  from  the  center  of  the  crank, 
off  a  sprocket  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
cam  chain  drive  sprocket.  There  is  a  chain 
guide  on  the  balancer  chain  but  no  adjust- 
ment for  tension.  The  cam  chain,  however, 
has  a  tensioncr.  adjustable  from  the  front 
of  the  engine. 

For  1978  the  KZ400  engine  has  been 
changed  slightly.  It's  nice  to  report  that  all 
the  changes  are  improvements.  The  origi- 
nal 400  Kawasaki  was  prone  to  leak  oil 
both  from  the  head  gasket  and  the  rocker 
arm  covers.  To  eliminate  the  head  gasket 
leak,  an  external  oil  line  now  replaces  the 
internal  oil  passage.  The  oil  line  connects 
to  the  block  at  the  oil  pressure  light  sender 
and  runs  up  to  the  head,  which  has  been 
changed  in  several  important  ways. 

No  longer  are  valves  adjusted  by  moving 
the  rocker  shafts.  Now  the  rocker  arms 
have  conventional  threaded  adjusters  on 
the  valve  end  and  screw-in  caps  for  access 
to  the  adjusters.  The  caps  and  external  oil 
line  look  just  like  what  Triumphs  have  had 


for  forty  years.  They  work,  too.  No  leaks  o 
weepage  was  noticed  during  the  test. 

Other  changes  were  made  to  the  iran^ 
mission  where  a  sixth  gear  was  addei 
Instead  of  gearing  the  bike  either  higher  i 
lower,  the  additional  gear  is  used  to  mai\ 
each  step  smaller.  As  a  result,  the  nc 
gearbox  is  a  closer  ratio  unit,  particular! 
in  the  higher  gears  where  it's  needed  nios 

A  number  of  cosmetic  changes  ha\ 
been  made  to  the  Kawasaki:  new  shap 


Va/i^e  adjustment  is  simple  with  new  rod 
arms  under  new  rocker  arm  cover. 


Photos  by  Steve  Kimt 
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illlcrs.  seal,  lailli^hl  lunisinL;.  side  covers 
J  gas  tank.  More  iiiiportanl  are  the  new 
lit  brake  and  side  stand  return  mecha- 
rn.  Kawasaki  has  moved  the  front  brake 
iper  beh  ind  the  led  k>rk  leiz  iin  tlie  '78 
idels  and  increased  the  swept  area.  I'he 
nd  return  Mnkage  on  the  400  has  also 
:n  used  on  the  KZ200  and  will  be  used 
all  Kawasaki  street  bikes  in  1979.  It 
rks.  (jiu>d  lliini;. 


.All  those  changes  are  something  more 


rk  lock  IS  easy  to  use.  so  is  trip  meter  reset. 


tiiaii  4II1  amuial  model  change.  It  probabK 
means  the  400  will  be  around  tor  some 
time  to  et)me.  While  the  changes  improved 
the  motorcvcle.  nt)ne  could  be  called  ma- 
jor. Thev  aren't  the  kind  t)!" changes  w  hich 
a  rider  w  ill  even  notice  right  awav.  Sure,  six 
speeds  are  nice  (especially  on  a  400).  but 
the  change  has  been  made  more  lo  .satisfy 
the  marketing  people  than  the  engineering 
people. 

What's  important  is  how  the  changes 
and  the  unchanged  work.  The  six-speed 
transmission  may  not  be  necessary  and 
ma\  not  make  the  bike  an\  c|Liicker  but 
because  the  ratios  are  spaced  closer  to- 
gether Irom  4th  to  6th.  dropping  down  a 
gear  for  hills  and  headwinds  doesn't  hurt 
.IS  much.  The  ratios  are  nicely  chosen  and 
the  transmission  i\orks  well.  No  false  neu- 
trals, gentle  lever  action  and  no  missed 
shifts  can  be  expected. 

What  seemed  to  be  a  gimmick  at  first 
has  become  more  and  more  appreciated  by 
test  riders:  the  side  stand  return.  The  rea- 
son for  it  being  there  is  a  West  Cierman 
iet|uirement  that  side  stands  return  auto- 
matically, lhat  explains  BMW's  spring 
loaded  stand,  too.  As  long  as  Kawasaki 
developed  a  return  linkage,  driven  ofi"  the 


sprocket,  it  was  mounted  on  models  for 
other  markets.  Unlike  the  treacherous 
BMW  stand,  the  Kawasaki  side  stand  is 
ea.sy  to  use.  When  kicked  down,  the  stand 
stays  dow  n.  Only  when  the  motorcycle  is 
moved  w  ill  the  linkage  lift  the  stand.  On  a 
commuter  bike  such  as  the  400  it  is  a  real 
convenience  for  the  absent  minded.  The 
one  test  rider  who  most  often  leaves  side 
stands  down  was  most  appreciative. 

Besides  curing  the  oil  leaks  common  to 
KZ400s.  the  changes  to  the  Kawasaki's 
head  for  1978  involve  some  internal 
changes.  Compression  ratio  has  crept  up. 
from  9.4:1  to  9.5:1.  Not  a  maji)r  change 
but  when  combined  with  revised  carbure- 
lion  the  result  is  a  motorcycle  which  runs 
well  on  unleaded  gas.  The  400  lived  on  a 
steady  diet  of  unleaded  during  its  test  and 
never  protested. 

Engine  performance,  when  evaluated  as 
a  commuter  bike,  was  exemplarv.  .lust  turn 
on  the  choke,  ignition  and  hit  the  starter 
button  and  the  bike  was  running.  Fifteen 
.seci>nds  later  the  choke  could  be  turned  off 
and  the  engine  idled  at  a  steady  1000  rpm. 
No  choke  was  needed  when  the  engine  was 
warm. 

I  he  bike  could  be  ridden  away  from  a> 
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Seat  on  the  KZ400  is  tiard.  particularly  for  a  passenger 


stop  at  idle.  There  were  iu>  Hat  spots,  no 
hesitation,  nothing  to  mar  the  pleasure  of 
comm  uting. 

There  was  also  no  big  surge  of  power  at 
any  engine  speed.  Exeept  for  the  Hawk 
automatie.  this  is  the  slowest  ol"  all  tiie 
Japanese  400cc  motorevcles.  Its  quarter- 
mile  time  is  a  full  second  behind  the  Haw  k 
Type  11  and  even  farther  behind  the  Ya- 
maha RD400.  Competing  in  box  stock 
40()cc  class  racing  is  not  w  hat  the  Kawasaki 
does  best.  It  is  a  commuter  bike.  Com- 
muter bikes  don't  need  speed,  they  need 
con\enience.  The  400"s  engine  pro\ides 
plenty  of  convenience  and  adecjuate 
speed,  it  will  climb  any  freeway  grade  at 
the  speed  limit,  out-accelerate  95  percent 
of  the  automobiles  made  in  America  and 
still  go  farther  on  a  gallon  of  gas  than 
anything  on  four  wheels. 

The  Kawasaki  also  places  last  in  class  as 
lar  as  suspension  is  concerned.  Bumps  are 
transmitted  through  forks  and  shocks  and 
through  the  small,  hard  seat  to  the  rider. 
.After  hilling  the  bump  the  forks  will  re- 
bound vsith  a  clank.  .Suspension  at  both 
ends  could  be  improved. 

Suspension  compliance  is  a  limiting  fac- 
tor in  cornering  on  rough  pavement.  With 
a  smooth  enough  surface  the  extended  side 
stand  will  scrape  on  the  left  and  the  brake 
lever  will  .scrape  on  the  right.  But  a  rider 
must  work  at  it  to  .scrape  either  side.  Nor- 
mal commuting  or  even  reasonable  at- 
tempts at  sport  riding  won't  cause  any 
scraping.  Generally  the  placid  nature  of 
the  commuter  bike  doesn't  lend  itself  to 
berserko  road  racing.  In  normal  fast  riding 
there  are  no  surprises,  no  wobbles;  the  bike 
goes  where  it  is  pointed  with  a  minimum  of 
effort.  Occasional  two-up  riding  causes  no 
problem.  There  is  adequate  power,  the 
shocks  don't  bottom  on  most  bumps  and 
handling  is  not  significantly  bothered. 
Only  the  seat  discourages  more  frequent 
two-up  use.  particularly  for  the  passenger. 

Braking  is  a  mixed  bag.  The  numbers 
aren't  too  bad;  33  ft.  from  30  mph  and  139 
ft.  from  60.  But  under  hard  braking  the 
rear  of  the  bike  hops  easily  when  the  brake 
locks,  making  control  difficult.  The  front 
brake  provides  good  control  but  it  is  not 
powerful  for  a  disc.  In  wet  weather  only  the 
rear  brake  slows  the  bike,  the  front  washing 
out  completely  and  being  slow  to  recover. 

For  the  commuter,  the  400  offers  some 
special  attributes.  In  the  CYCLE  WORLD 
gas  mileage  test  loop  the  KZ400  ran  62.5 
mpg.  The  mileage  loop  is  a  mixture  of 
town  and  highway  driving.  Controls  on  the 
bike,  particularly  the  clutch,  are  easy  to 
use.  Even  a  beginning  rider  who  has  diffi- 
culty with  most  motorcycle  clutches  found 
the  400  clutch  pull  gentle  and  clutch  action 
smooth.  The  electric  starter  on  the  KZ  is 
particularly  valuable  as  the  kick  starter  is 
not  a  primary  kick.  This  is  the  first  Ka- 
wasaki street  bike  tested  which  hasn't  had 
a  light  switch.  The  headlight  and  taillight 
are  on  at  all  times  on  this  bike,  like  most  of 
the  Japanese  motorcycles. 

Servicing  is  another  strong  point  of  the 
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Kawasaki.  Valves  can  be  adjusted  by  any- 
one with  a  feeler  gauge,  wrench  and  screw- 
driver. The  gas  tank  doesn't  have  to  be 
removed.  The  oil  filter  can  be  removed  by 
taking  out  one  bolt.  Cam  chain  adjust- 
ment, air  cleaner  servicing  and  other 
maintenance  items  are  all  simple  and  all 
can  be  performed  with  the  tools  in  the  tool 
kit. 

Kawasaki  has  improved  the  KZ400. 
Problems  have  been  eliminated.  Conve- 
nience has  been  added.  There  is  still  a  way 
to  go.  Even  commuters  deserve  better  sus- 
pension. A  more  comfortable  seat  would 
be  nice.  The  power  is  adequate  for  a 
commuter  bike. 

On  the  Kawasaki's  side  is  convenience. 
It  is  an  easy  to  use  motorcycle  which  would 
.seem  to  be  just  what  commuters  have  been 
asking  for.  If  the  cost  of  gasoline  doubles, 
Kawasaki  will  sell  a  bundle.  Q 


Front  brake  caliper  has  been  relocated  be- 
hind fork. 


External  oil  line  running  from  oil  pressu 
sender  stretches  electrical  connection. 


Sidestand  return  linkage  is  operated  off  t 
countershaft  sprocket. 
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>ECIFICATI0N8 

St  price  $1439 

igine   sohc  Twin 

)re  X  stroke  64  x  62mm 

ston  displacement  398cc 

)mpression  ratio   9.5:1 

irburetion   (2)  32mm  Keihin  CV 

r  filtration  treated  paper 

nition  battery/points 

aimed  power  36  bhp  @  8500  rpm 

aimed 

torque  23.9  ft.  lb  ^  7000  rpm 

ibrication  system  wet  sump 

I  capacity  6.2  pt. 

el  capacity   3.7  gal. 

icommended  fuel  unleaded 

arting  system  electric,  kicic 

sctricai  system  ..12v  21  Ow  alternator 

utch   multi-disc,  wet 

imary  drive  Hy-Vo  chain 

ial  drive  #530  chain 

)ar  Ratios,  overaii:1 

Bth  6.39 

5th  6.99 

«th  8.00 

3rd  9.61 

2nd  12.78 

1st  18.54 

ispension,  front  teiescopic  fori( 

ispension,  rear  swing  arm 

e,  front   3.00-18 

e,  rear  3.50-18 

al<e.  front  10.3-in.  disc 


Braise,  rear  7.1-ln.  drum 

Total  brake  swept  area  144.6  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading 

(160-lb.  rider)  3.8  Ib./sq/  in. 

Wheelbase  53.7  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  27  deg. 

Trail  3.9  in. 

Handlebar  width  31 .1  in. 

Seat  height  31 .6  in. 

Seat  width  9.0  in. 

Footpeg  height  1 1 .7  in. 

Ground  clearance  5.6  in. 

Curb  weight  (w/half-tank  fuei)  ....386  ib. 
Weight  bias, 

front/ rear,  percent  45.6/54.4 

PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed  @  60  mph       5241  rpm 

Power/ weight  ratio, 
(160-lb.  rider)  15.2  lb./ bhp 

Fuel  consumption  62.5  mpg 

Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated,  actually   26.7 

40  mph  Indicated,  actually  35.6 

50  mph  indicated,  actually   45.7 

60  mph  indicated,  actually   54.5 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  33  ft. 

from  60  mph  139  ft. 

Standing  start 

</4-mile  ..  .15.60  sec.  @  81.66  mph 
Speed  after  %  mile  91  mph 
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FRONT  FORKS 


DISPLACEMENT 
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Showa  straight-leg  fork 

Fork  travel   5.6  in. 

Engagement  5.1  in. 

Stanchion  tube  diameter   33  mm 

Spring  rate  29/40  Ib./in. 

Compression  damping  force  ...6  Ib. 

Rebound  damping  force  14  Ib. 

Static  seal  friction  10  Ib. 

The  small  KZ's  forks  are  well  suited  to 
the  bike.  Relatively  low  static  seal  fric- 
tion yields  a  comfortable  ride  over  pave- 
ment irregularities,  while  spring  and 
damping  rates  keep  the  front  end  under 
control.  Experimenting  with  fork  oil  vis- 
cosity allows  the  suspension  to  be  tai- 
lored for  individual  rider  preferences. 

REAR  SHOCKS 


DMPLACEMENT 


Showa  shock,  non-rebuildable 

Shock  length   12.9  in. 

Shock  travel   3.7  in. 

Wheel  travel   4.2  in. 

Spring  rate  80  Ib./in. 

Compression  damping  force  6  Ib. 

Rebound  damping  force  70  Ib. 

The  rear  suspension  on  the  KZ400  will 
be  fine  for  most  owners  as  is.  It  provides 
adequate  comfort  and  control,  and  by 
adjusting  the  preload  cam,  an  occa- 
sional passenger  can  be  accommo- 
dated. If  the  owner  wishes  to  outfit  the 
bike  with  accessory  equipment,  or  if 
much  of  his  riding  is  two-up,  10-20  Ib. 
heavier  shock  springs  should  be  fitted. 
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New  Honda  XR185. 
Quick  &  Dirty. 


The  dazzling  new  1979  Honda 
XRI85.  Quick,  from  its  torquey 
yet  high-rewing  engine, 
long-travel  suspension  and  in- 
credibly light  dry  weight.  Dirty 
is  when  it's  happiest — ridden 
over  rough  terrain,  through 
muddy  goo  and  across  wash- 
board-type desert.  But  there's 
nothing  quick  and  dirty  about 


ing  CD  ignition  and  delivers  its 
power  through  a  smooth  six- 
speed  transmission.  There's 
even  an  automatic  decompres- 
sion system  to  help  make 


kickstarting  easier 
Long-Travel  Suspension. 

Wrapped  around  the  snappy 
Honda  power  plant  is  a  diamo 
configuration  steel 


P 


Folding  shift  lever 
and  brake  pedal  dps. 


the  engineering  that  has  gone 
into  the  new  XR185. 

Four-Stroke  Power. 

The  big-bore,  short-stroke 
OHC  single-cylinder 
engine  can  tackle 
everything  from  the 
rigors  of  serious  en- 
duro  competition 
to  the  leisurely 
pace  of  a  weekend 
trail  ride.  It's  fired 
by  a  hot-spark- 


me  with  1 1.2  inches  of 
3und  clearance.  Up  front 
u'll  find  8.5-inch  travel 
ding-axle  forks  to  soak  up 
nishment  while  a  pair  of 


CR-type  gas  shocks,  yielding 
7.5  inches  of  rear  wheel  travel, 
does  the  same  in  back. 

Enduro-Ready  Details. 

Even  with  its  responsive  en- 
gine, well-engineered  chassis 
and  plush  suspension,  Honda 
went  even  further  to 
ensure  the  enduro- 
ready  state  of  the  new 
XR185.  The  accurate 
speedometer  has  huge 
tripmeter  numbers  and 
an  oversize  reset  knob 
that's  easy  to  use  with 
gloved  hands.  Both  shift 
and  brake  pedal  tips 
fold  to  reduce  damage. 
The  long  rear  fender 
supports  the  back  half 
of  the  enduro  lighting  system 
and  an  easy-to-get-at  tool  bag. 
The  front  brake  has  a  trailing 


'0 


Exclusive, 
Honda-designed 
claw-action  tires. 


tool  bag.  enduro  talNght,  long  fender. 

arm  that's  tucked  in  behind  the 
fork  leg.  Engine  protection 
comes  in  the  form  of  an  alumi- 
num alloy  skid  plate.  And  the 
XR185  comes  with  new,  Honda- 
designed  claw-action  tires  for 
that  extra  edge  in  traction.  Best 
of  all,  the  new  XR185  weighs 
only  216  pounds  dryl  That's  as 
light  as  its  two-stroke 
competition! 

It's  advanced  Honda  engineer- 
ing and  meticulous  attention 
to  detail  that  make  the  new 
1979  Honda  XR185  such  a 
quick  and  dirty  machine.  Check 
it  out  today  at  your  Honda 
dealer — and  clean  upl 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protec- 
tion when  riding.  Designed  for  off-road, 

operator  use  only.  For  free  brochure,  write:  American 
Honda  Motor  Co.,  IrK.,  Dept.  CWI9XR,  Box  50,  Gardena, 
California  90247.  Sec  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest 
dealer  ©1978  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc. 

HONDA 

COINC  STRONG! 


HONDA  GBi^ 


■  Even  in^n  age  of 
superbikes.  nobody 
could  believe  it  when 
Honda  unveiled  the 
CBX  Six  late  in  1977. 
More  cylinders,  more 
camshafts,  more  horse- 
power, more  speed, 
more  acceleration, 
more  more.  It  was  the 
fastest,  quickest,  flashiest,  most  head-turn- 
ing two-wheeled  street  vehicle  ever  seen. 
Just  sitting  on  it  sent  a  chill  up  a  rider's 
spine,  and  the  exhaust  note  prompted  ex- 
perienced pilots  to  secretly  doubt  that 
they'd  ever  be  able  to  fully  master  the 
immense,  overwhelming  machine. 

From  the  beginning,  the  CBX  aroused 
strong  emotions.  The  first  test  bikes  were 
hand-built  prototypes.  Skeptics  said  the 
machines  the  public  would  be  able  to  buy 
would  be  nothing  like  the  pre-production 
models  delivered  for  testing.  Purists  with 
affection  fey  Singles  and  Twins  were 
aghast  at  all  those  part^  all  that  expense 
and  maintenance  hassle  and  weight  and 
overkill  just  to  carry  a  man  from  here  to 
there  and  back  again.  Joan  Claybrook. 
administrator  of  the  National  Highway 
Traffic  Safety  Administration,  set  aside  a 
special  barb  for  the  CBX  and  Honda  in  a 
doomsday  speech  to  representatives  of  the 
motorcycle  industry,  denouncing  horse- 
power as  evil  and  completely  missing  the 
point  of  sporting  riding. 

Horsepower  and  sporting  riding  are 
what  the  CBX  is  all  about. 

When  CYCLE  WORLD  tested  a  pro- 
totype in  the  April,  1978  issue,  we  declared 
the  CBX  the  "fastest  bike  we've  ever 
tested."  Which  it  was,  howling  down  the 
dragstrip  in  1 1.46  seconds  with  a  terminal 
speed  of  1 17.95  mph. 

The  production  line  CBX  is  finally  here. 

It's  still  the  head-turning  flash  bike  it 
was  last  year,  and  it  still  arouses  strong 
emotions.  More  significantly,  the  CBX  is 
still  the  fastest  bike  we've  ever  tested.  In 
fact,  it's  even  faster  than  the  prototype, 
streaking  down  the  quarter  mile  in  11.36 
sec.  ^  1 18. 1 1  mph.  a  full  tenth  of  a  second 
quicker  than  our  first  CBX. 

The  performance  improvement  may 
have  come  from  better  quality  control, 
because  there  haven't  been  major  design 
changes.  The  CBX  has  a  I047cc  transverse, 
air-cooled,  dohc,  four-valves-per-cylinder 
Six.  A  pointless,  inductive,  transistorized 
ignition  system  and  an  alternator  are 
mounted  on  a  jackshaft  behind  the  cylin- 
ders to  reduce  engine  width.  As  six-cylin- 
der engines  go,  the  CBX  powerplant  is 
very  narrow,  just  40mm  wider  than  the  old 
CB750. 

But  why  a  Six?  It's  true  that  a  Six, 
compared  to  an  equal  displacement  Four, 
can  produce  more  horsepower.  With  the 
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same  bore  to  stroke  ratio,  a  Six  has  a 
shorter  stroke  than  an  equal  displacemeht 
Four,  which  means  piston  speeds  are  re- 
duced which  means  the  engine  can  turn  ; 
faster  without  exceeding  maximum  safe 
piston  speeds.  More  rpm.  more  horse- 
power. A  Six,  compared  to  a  Four  of  the. 
same  displacement  and  bore/stroke  raOo. 
al.so  has  greater  piston  area,  which  allows 
larger  valves  for  improved  breathing  (vul- 
umetric  efficiency).  Better  breathing,  more 
horsepower.  So  a  Six  could  have  a  horse- 
power advantage  over  a  Four  if  tuned  tor 
absolute  maximum.  But  considering  the 
state  of  tune  the  CBX  is  in.  its  intendtd 
application  and  its  9500  rpm  redline,  tlvoM. 
inherent  advantages  aren't  needed  or  used. 
Anybody  can  buy  a  new  Suzuki  GS 1000  or 
Kawasaki  KZIOOO.  install  a  set  of  cam- 
shafts, replace  the  carburetors,  bolt  on  an 
exhaust  pipe  and  have  morejpower  than  a 
stock  CBX  and  save  money  ipo. 

In  real  life,  however,  thiAs  aren't  that 
simple.  Emissions  regulatifl^  muddy  the 
designer's  pond  and  must  be  considered 
along  with  piston  speed,  rpm  and  horse- 
power. It  isn't  the  six  cylinders  alone  that 
gives  Honda  an  advantage  in  the  horse- 
power war,  but  perhaps  it's  the  technology 
attached  to  this  specific  Six. 

Consider  the  four-valves-per-cylinder 
head.  Using  four  valves  in.stead  of  two 
means  the  valves  can  be  smaller  and 
lighter  and  easier  to  control,  again  making 
higher  rpm  attainable.  Four-valve  heads 
also  provide  better  breathing  than  two- 
valve  heads.  But  more  important  in  practi- 
cal application  is  the  fact  that  four  valves 
allow  a  central  spark  plug  location  in  the 
combustion  chamber,  which  promotes  bet- 
ter flame  propagation,  more  complete 
burning  and  more  horsepower  for  a  given 
emissions  level.  Building  a  four-cylinder, 
two-valve  street  engine  which  makes  as 
much  power  as  a  stock  CBX  wouldn't  be 
difficult.  Building  one  which  makes  as 
much  power  and  has  comparable  emis- 
sions is  another  story. 

But  bring  a  four-valvc  Four  into  the 
picture  and  the  CBX  again  loses  its  advan- 
tages at  the  kind  of  rpm  turned  on  the 
street  and  during  EPA  emissions  testing 
modes.  So.  for  practical  street  use,  the 
CBX  doesn't  hold  an  inherent  advantage 
related  to  number  of  cylinders. 

One  might  think  that  the  Honda  en- 
gineers built  a  Six  because  a  six-cylinder 
engine  has  better  balance  than  a  Four,  but 
the  vibration  levels  reached  by  a  KZIOOO 
or  GSIOOO  are  anything  but  excessive. 
Smoothness  is  relative,  and  even  the  CBX 
Six.  which  doesn't  have  the  primary  vibra- 
tions of  a  Single  or  Twin  nor  the  secondary 
vibrations  of  an  inline  I'our.  does  buzz 
slightly  through  the  handlebars  and  mir- 
rors at  certain  rpm.  due  \o  cyclical  vibra- 
tions. 


Considering  llie  above,  the  CBX  S 
reaHy  doesn't  ha\c  any  practical,  inhere: 
advarltage  over  a  Four. 

Except  one. 

Exciiemeni. 

A  four-valve  lnur  might  have  as  muc 
power,  as  ,elean  an  exhaust,  almost  ; 
smooth  an  engine,  but  it  would  lack  the  s 
glistening  head  pipes:  the  massive,  attei 
tion-ri\ eting  engine;  the  Porsche-lil 
si)und:  the  deca!  on  the  tank  declarir 
"Double  Overhead  Cams,  24  Valves."  | 
The  very  fact  of  being  a  Six. 
One  .shouldn't  underestimate  the  em> 
tional  appeal  of  a  machine  that  incit 
double-takes  uiul  looks  of  awe  from  oth 
riders  and  r>on-motorcyclists  alike.  Il 
hard  to  resisiSonie  satisfaction  when  yc 
pull  the  CB\  up  to  a  stoplight  and  the  gi 
on  the  Z- 1  111  the  next  lane  never  looks 
\ou,  never  brings  his  bike's  rpm  past  idle 
\our  presence  and  slowly,  ever-so-slow 
slinks  away  when  the  light  changes,  pr 
tending  lo  a^^isco  you,  doing  everything  I 
can  to  avoid  an  embarrassing  impromp 
drag  rjcc.  You're  riding  a  CBX.  the  mea 
et^inn)st  e\tjitic,  most  expensive  street  m 
chtne  you'r<2  likeh  to  meet  and  that  in  its« 
ooinmands  respect. 

.  Even  ihoug^  the  CBX  may  be  a  Six  f 
L*itiQ<|pnal  instead  of  practical  reasor 
H^fflii.engineers  have  gone  to  gre 
Ici^jtnlnit)  make  the  CBX  function  well. 
.Six  has ji^ore  parts  than  a  Four,  and  mc 
IS  more  weight.  But  a  sporti: 
shouldn't  weigh  like  a  tank. 
;ineers  attacked  the  pniblem 
le  CBX  as  light  as  practic, 
used  wherever  possible,  fro 
to  seat  base  to  side  covers  to  toe 
box'.^he  countershaft  cover,  oil  pun 
pickup  cone,  and  case  protector  (whi 
mounts  ahead  of  the  countershaft  sprocl< 
and  shields  the  crankca.se  from  damage 
the  event  the  chain  breaks)  are  made 
magnesium.  The  clutch  is  aluminum,  i 
stead  of  the  conventional  aluminum  w 
steel  basket. 

The  mounting  plates  for  the  tbotpt 
and  control  pedals  are  cast  aluminum, 
are  the  footpeg  bases  (which,  althou 
light,  cannot  be  separated  from  t 
footpeg  rubbers  if  replacement  is  needec 
when  the  rubber  wears  out,  the  owr 
must  purcha.se  a  complete  footpeg  unit 
The  countershaft  sprocket  and  oil  pur 
drive  gear  are  drilled,  and  the  camsha 
are  hollow.  The  use  of  Hy-Vo  cam  chai 
one  running  from  the  crankshaft  to  i 
exhaust  cam.  another  running  from  t 
exhaust  cam  \o  the  intake  cam.  is  anotl 
wa)  of  saving  weight.  That  arrangemi 
eliminates  many  of  the  guide  rolh 
needed  for  a  conventional  full-loop  rol 
chain  and  makes  possible  a  reduction 
front-to-rear  cylinder  and  cylinder  he 
dimensions. 

Photos  lay  John  Ul 


i  he  Biggest  Honda 
Has  One  Advantage 
Over  Its  Competition: 
"he  Excitement  of 
oix  Cylinders. 
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The  forged  aluminum  hundleburs  ure 
sometimes  named  as  being  weight  savers 
but.  at  4  lb..  2  oz.  for  bars  and  fasteners,  are 
actually  a  pound  heavier  than  an  equiv- 
alent conventional  ha|^j|MBjlnd  mount- 
ing system.  AII-ali^HB^<ComStar 
wheels  are  lighter  than  cast  wheels  and 
steel-spoke  ComSlars,  but  hold  only  man- 
ufacturing cost  and  maintenance  advan- 
tages, not  a  weight  advantage,  over 
conventional  wire  spoke  wheels. 

Probably  the  greatest  single  weight  sav- 
ing comes  from  the  use  of  an  open-cradle 
frame,  in  which  the  engine  becomes  a 
stressed  member,  eliminating  downtubes 


and  bottom  frame  rails.  The  CBX  engine 
hangs  from  the  frame  backbone  at  four 
points,  (two  wide  from  the  center  of  the 
cylinder  head,  two  narrow  from  the  rear  of 
the  cylinder  head),  and  is  bolted  to  the 
swing  arm  area  of  the  frame  in  conven- 
tional fashion.  Whether  or  not  such  an 
open  frame  can  be  made  rigid  enough  for 
good  handling  under  racing  conditions 
with  sticky  tiies  is  a  matter  for  debate,  but 
the  CBX  is  a  street  bike  and  the  engineers 
felt  the  weight  .savings  justified  the  frame 
design. 

Great  attention  was  taken  to  minimizing 
transverse  width  as  well.  Besides  the  al- 


ready-mentioned jackshaft  mounting 
the  alternator  and  ignition,  much  of  I 
engine's  relatively  narrow  cross-sectionn 
the  result  of  extensive  thermal  studies  co 
ducted  during  CBX  design  stages.  Co 
ventional  air-cooled  engines  usually 
quire  a  distance  between  cylinder  bo« 
centers  of  at  least  1 .4  times  the  actual  baj 
As  a  result  of  Honda's  research  into  hti 
conduction  and  engine  cooling,  the  e 
gineers  were  able  to  build  the  CBX  w  j 
center-to-cenler  bore  distances  of  just 
times  actual  bore.  Water  cooling  coui 
have  further  reduced  width,  but  at  a  weigi 
penalty. 
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]  Because  it  is  a  Six.  the  CBX  doesn't 
Hiiire  massive  crankshaft  counterweights 
ir  sniiuMh  pmver  delivery,  and  to  further 
lJucc  u  idlli.  tlic  outboard  counterweights 
•X  thinned  and  irnnmed.  allowing  the 
jds  of  the  crankcase  to  be  beveled  at  the 
i«int  which  would  nt)rnially  limit  corner- 
2e  clearance.  The  result  of  all  the  narrow  - 
ji;  and  beveling  along  w  ith  appropriate 
jlention  to  tucking  in  the  exhaust  system 
jd  stands  is  that  the  CBX  can  be  leaned 
60  degrees  from  vertical  (static  and 
liladen)  before  any  thing  major  enough  to 
iTcaten  a  crash  begins  to  drag.  The  lirsi 
urnings  to  the  rider  that  he's  approaching 


maximum  lean  are  sounded  by  acorn  nuts 
on  the  tips  of  the  footpegs.  w  ith  the  side- 
stand  loop  soon  chiming  in  on  the  left  side. 
But  even  after  the  pegs  drag,  there's  plenty 
of  lean  angle  left  before  things  become 
serious. 

Besides  requiring  that  the  engineers  ad- 
dress the  basic  problems  of  weight  and 
width,  the  CBX  also  demanded  solutions 
to  smaller  dilemmas.  For  example,  be- 
cause the  Six  can  change  rpm  very  quickly 
and  violently  (partly  due  to  little  flywheel 
effect),  a  clutch  drive  for  the  alternator  had 
to  be  used  to  avoid  damage  from  sudden 
acceleration  or  deceleration. 


The  design  features  mentioned  apply  to 
both  the  production  line  CBX  tested  here 
and  the  pre-production  prototype  tested  in 
the  April  1978  issue.  But  there  have  been 
several  changes  made  between  prototype 
and  production  status. 

The  prototype  had  .sand  cast  engine 
ca.ses.  cylinders  and  cylinder  head,  along 
with  a  transmission  carved  out  of  solid 
stock  by  a  machinist.  The  production  bike 
still  has  a  sand  cast  head,  but  the  cylinders 
and  engine  cases  are  die  cast  and  the 
transmission  gears  and  shafts  are  finish- 
machined  from  foreed  blanks.  Other  al- 
terations  include  relocation  of  the  tach>  < 
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CBX  engine  is  an  integral  part  of  the  frame.  Electrical  connections  live  under  the  right  side 
panel. 


drive  from  the  intake  camshaft  to  the 
exhaust  camshaft  for  easier  access  and 
maintenance;  the  addition  of  an  8mm  bolt 
at  each  end  of  the  cylinder  head  to  im- 
prove head  gasket  sealing  and  eliminate  a 
leakage  problem  encountered  during  cold- 
weather-starting  tests  at  -4°;  rubber 
mounting  of  the  countershaft  sprocket 
cover  to  reduce  chain  noise;  the  addition 
of  a  magnesium  case  protector  in  front  of 
the  countershaft  sprocket;  two  more  oil 
collector  plates  (for  a  total  of  six)  in  front 
of  the  intake  camshaft  (to  hold  a  pool  of  oil 
at  the  cam  lobes  for  start-up  lubrication- 
the  oil  naturally  runs  forward  to  the  ex- 
haust cam  due  to  the  angle  of  the  engine); 
reshaped  turn  signal  bodies;  restyled 
speedometer  face  numbers;  one  more 
throttle  housing  screw  (for  a  total  of  three) 
to  prevent  housing  rotation;  and  a  chain 
guide  fitted  on  top  of  the  swing  arm  near 
the  pivot  to  prevent  damage  if  the  chain 
breaks. 

The  major  difference  between  prototype 
and  production  test  bikes  is  in  the  gearbox. 
The  prototype  transmission  clicked  into 
gear  so  easily  and  positively  and  with  so 
little  effort  that  it  seemed  more  like  magic 
than  mechanical  fact.  The  bike  also  had 
less  drive-line  snatch  than  any  motorcycle 
we've  experienced  before  or  since.  The 
production  bike  not  only  had  more  drive- 
line  snatch  from  accumulated  tolerances 
(although  still  better  than  most  other  ma- 
chines), the  transmission  wasn't  remark- 
able in  any  way.  It  clunked  into  gear 
sometimes,  just  like  the  old  CB750  trans- 
mission. On  occasion  it  shifted  noisily;  a 
few  times  it  stuck  in  the  same  gear  even 
after  the  rider  had  moved  the  shift  lever  for 
an  upshift;  several  times  it  jumped  out  of 
second  gear  after  an  upshift  from  first  (a 
function  of  straight-cut  engagement  dogs, 
versus  back-cut  dogs);  and  at  times  it 
missed  the  second-third  shift  completely. 
After  the  rider  adjusted  to  the  production 
model's  shift  lever  throw  and  made  an 
effort  to  shift  positively,  the  CBX's  trans- 
mission worked  about  as  well  as  other 
production  Hondas. 

No  matter  what  the  theory  or  the  out- 
come of  any  prototype  versus  production 
argument,  what  really  counts  is  the  perfor- 
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mance  of  the  CBX  you  can  buy  at  the 
dealer's  showroom. 

The  sound  of  the  engine  is  still  electrify- 
ing. The  CBX  starts  easily  when  cold  and 
demands  varying  amounts  of  choke  for 
one  or  two  minutes,  but  can  be  ridden 
away  about  60  seconds  after  firing  up  if  the 
choice  is  used.  The  bike  will  leave  a  stop  at 
almost  idle  if  the  clutch  is  used  carefully 
and  will  pull  smoothly  from  1500  rpm  to 
redline  in  fifth  gear.  Few  people  start  away 
from  a  stop  at  idle  or  lug  down  to  1 500  rpm 
in  fifth,  but  the  fact  that  the  CBX  will  do 
just  that  says  a  lot  about  the  motorcycle's 
smooth  power  delivery.  As  for  vibration, 
there  isn't  much,  but  it  is  present  at  about 
4000  rpm.  generating  a  slight  buzz  through 
the  handlebars  and  blurring  the  mirrors 
slightly. 

Serious  power  kicks  in  about  4500  rpm 
and  by  the  time  the  tach  needle  passes 
6000  rpm  the  rider  better  be  pointed  in 
whatever  direction  he  wants  to  go  because 
the  CBX  is  headed  there  fast.  The  Six  is  the 
hardest-accelerating  carbureted  stocker 
ever  built,  and  has  enough  power  to  thrill 
anybody.  (If  11.36  in  the  quarter  isn't 
enough  to  warm  your  heart  in  these  cold 
days  of  gutless  automobiles  and  govern- 
mental types  ranting  about  loo  much 
power,  see  "Taking  it  to  the  Tens"  in  the 
November,  1978  issue.) 

The  CBX.  for  all  its  clever  weight-saving 
touches,  is  a  heavy  motorcycle.  Yet  yank- 
ing open  the  throttle  at  bOOO  rpm  makes 
the  front  end  decidedly  light,  and  will  loft 
the  wheel  in  combination  vi-ith  a  jerk  on 
the  bars  or  an  appropriately  shaped  and 
placed  bump.  dip.  or  a  driveway  entrance. 
So  will  power-shifting  into  second.  Burn- 
ing the  rear  tire  for  as  long  a  distance  as  the 
rider's  tire-budget  will  allow  is  no  prob- 
lem-^just  grab  a  handful  and  drop  the 
hammer. 

The  CBX  turns  about  4200  rpm  at  an 
indicated  65  mph  and  the  speedometer  is 
surprisingly  accurate.  But  cruising  at  65 
isn't  when  the  rider  needs  worry  most 
about  tickets.  It's  around  town,  on  streets 
with  35  or  40  or  45  mph  speed  limits  and 
lots  of  ^stoplights,  situations  wherein  the 
fact  that  it  feels  and  sounds  so  good  to  get  a 
launch  and  shift  through  the  first  few  gears 


The  frame,  like  the  engine,  is  wide.  Taking  o 
the  seat  allows  topping  up  the  battery.  Foar 
air  cleaner  cover  must  be  removed  to  unbo. 
gas  tank  easily. 


may  have  man  and  machine  traveling  at  5 
or  65  mph  with  a  squad  car  in  pursu 
before  the  rider  realizes  how  fast  he" 
going.  Don't  laugh:  two  staff  members  fe 
prey  to  the  .same  .scenario,  and  neither  ar 
noted  for  racking  up  speeding  tickets  o 
test  bikes. 

Carburetion  is  perfect  except  for  a  sligh 
hesitation  noticeable  at  very  low  throttl 
openings  near  3500  rpm.  To  pass  EP, 
emissions  standards,  the  CBX  is  jetted  ver 
lean  in  the  low-speed  carburetor  circuit; 
an  accelerator  pump  feeding  all  six  carb 
overcomes  the  resulting  flat  spot  when  th 
throttle  is  opened  enough  to  acti%ute  th 
pump. 

Waiting  through  interminable  red  lighi 
during  an  in-town  traffic  jam  on  a  hot  da; 
the  rider's  shins  are  roasted  by  waves  c 
heat  rolling  off  the  cylinders  and  head.  Th 
CBX  isn't  a  handful  to  maneuver  at  lo 
speeds,  and  actually  feels  much  lightt 
than  it  is.  The  difference  in  low-speed  fe 
between  a  CBX  and  a  Gold  Wing  is  sul 
stantial. 

If  the  rider  blips  the  throttle  at  a  stoj 
light  when  the  engine  is  warm,  he  ll  ofte 
hear  a  racheting  noise  from  the  engine,  th 
sound  of  the  alternator  clutch  at  work. 

On  the  highway,  the  CBX  is  smooth  ar 
quiet,  and  fork  compliance  ranks  u  ith  tl 
best  available  on  Japanese  machines.  Tl 
FVQ  brand  shocks  absorb  small  road 
regularities  well  except  in  the  case  of  t 
worst  and  roughest  concrete  roadway  e 
pansion  joints,  when  the  rear  end  sets  up 
rhythmic  front-to-rear  rocking  motion.  . 
the  lowest  preload  position,  the  shoe 
bottomed  when  one  160-lb.  staffer  saik 
through  a  rain-draining  cross  dip  built  im 
the  road  near  his  home.  Set  at  the  secon( 
from-maximum  preload  position,  tl 
shocks  resisted  bottoming  from  large  jol 
and  still  provided  enough  small  bun- 


test  bike's  brakes  were  strortg,  but 
by  at  slow  speeds. 

tion  to  suit  another,  140-lb.  staft  mem- 
but  still  bottomed  when  ridden  two- 
Shock  action  had  degraded  signifi- 
ly  after  1500  miles,  causing  the  bike  to 
ovv  in  fast,  sweeping  curves  and  pogo 
ard,  tighter  corners,  especially  when 
"ronted  with  pavement  irregularities, 
as  mileage  varied  wildly  depending 
n  use.  The  CBX  turned  in  39.2  mpg 
:n  run  on  the  official  CYCLE  WORLD 
.■age  test  loop,  a  mixture  of  highway, 

and  expressway  riding.  City  riding 
1  heavy  emphasis  on  brief  trips  from 
ilight-to-stoplight  brought  mileage 
n  to  28.2  mpg.  while  the  tank  which 
uded  35  miles  on  a  road  race  course 

18  trips  down  the  drag  strip  mixed 
1  street  use  lowered  the  figure  to  26 
I.  A  mixture  of  brisk  street  riding  and 
5  stretches  of  freeway  cruising  at  65 
1  produced  36  mpg  with  reserve  re- 
ed at  176  miles,  so  anyone  interested  in 
ing  the  CBX  should  be  able  to  cover  a 
onable  distance  between  fuel  stops, 
he  CBX's  seat  will  probably  have  more 

limiting  effect  on  highway  range  be- 
jn  stops  than  gas  mileage  will.  The 
"  editor  assigned  to  test  the  CBX's 
iway  capabilities  was  complaining 
ut  the  seat  after  just  25  miles,  and 
ding  on  the  footpegs  for  brief  periods 
he  time  50  miles  had  been  covered.  A 
;r  staffer  thought  the  rider's  seat  was 
^uate,  but  all  agreed  that  the  passenger 

lacked  comfort. 

andlebar  and  footpeg  position  influ- 
;  a  rider's  seating  position  and  can 
:\  perceived  seat  comfort.  The  CBX 
es  standard  with  American  style  bars 
forward-mounted  footpegs  to  match, 
a  European-style  low-bar-and-rear- 
xgs  kit  is  available  as  an  extra  cost 
on  for  $180.  It's  possible  that  the 
r"s  section  of  the  CBX  seat  would  seem 


Battery  and  tool  kit  are  underneath  snap-on  left  sidecover  Toolbox  latch  can  be  released  by  a 
key  or  screwdriver 


more  comfortable  with  the  optional  bars 
and  pegs. 

A  special  tire  tread  developed  for  the 
CBX  doesn't  follow  rain  grooves  in  the 
highway,  and  throttle  return  spring  pres- 
sure is  light  enough  to  avoid  tiring  the  rider 
on  long  trips. 

For  street  use— even  sporting  street  use- 
the  CBX  handles  and  stops  well  (we  al- 
ready know  it  accelerates  well  for  any  use). 
It's  impossible  for  the  rider  to  ignore  the 
fact  that  he's  on  a  large  and  fast  motorcy- 
cle, but  as  in  the  case  of  anything,  one  gets 
used  to  it.  When  the  CB750  first  came  out, 
some  riders  worried  that  they  couldn't 
handle  such  a  heavy,  powerful  machine. 
Now,  people  think  nothing  of  thrashing  a 
CB750,  which  as  big.  powerful  bikes  go, 
isn't  noteworthy  anymore.  The  CBX  is 
much  the  same.  It  dazzles  the  rider  inex- 
perienced with  its  charms  and  capabilities, 
and  creates  self  doubts.  A  couple  of  hun- 
dred miles  later,  a  good  rider  finds  himself 
wringing  out  and  tossing  around  the  CBX 
as  if  he  grew  Up  on  motorcycles  weighing 
close  to  600  pounds  and  providing  100 
horsepower,  enjoying  the  bike  as  much  on 
trips  to  the  corner  market  as  on  journeys 
down  the  highway. 

At  speeds  reasonably  attainable  on  the 
street,  the  CBX  feels  much  lighter  than  it  is 
and  is  surprisingly  neutral  in  handling. 
Good  cornering  clearance  and  smooth 
power  delivery  help  a  rider  peel  off  into  a 
tight  turn  with  confidence  and  come  out 
the  other  side  without  any  harrowing  oc- 
currences in  between.  In  fast,  sweeping 
turns  on  the  open  road,  bumps  started  the 
CBX  wallowing,  especially  after  1500 
miles  on  the  shocks.  The  brakes  seem 
plenty  powerful,  but  the  front  discs  on  our 
test  bike  warped,  before  we  had  put  1000 
miles  on  the  odometer,  causing  the  front 
brake  to  pulsate  and  grab  as  the  bike  rolled 
to  a  stop  under  moderate  to  light  brake 
lever  pressure.  The  problem  may  be  caused 
by  Honda's  high  metallic  content  brake 
pads,  which  are  designed  to  work  well  in 
wet  weather  conditions.  Honda  spokesmen 
say  that  discoloration  of  the  discs  is  normal 
with  the  new-compound  pads,  and  the 
CBX  discs  did  quickly  turn  dark  grey  in 
areas  of  pad  contact.  (The  pads  are  also 


deeply  grooved  to  improve  water  film  dis- 
persion in  wet  braking  situations.)  Replac- 
ing the  discs  cured  the  problem  temporari- 
ly, but  it  returned  after  100  miles.  The 
condition  would  be  covered  under  war- 
ranty, but  we're  not  sure  of  the  cure. 

Finding  the  limits  of  a  large  street  mo- 
torcycle is  too  dangerous  on  the  street. 
While  motorcycle  racing  can  never  be  clas- 
sified as  safe,  the  controlled  conditions  of  a 
road  racing  track  free  a  rider's  mind  from 
worries  over  the  dangerous  variables  of 
fast  street  riding— pavement  conditions, 
blind  turns,  unseen  hazards,  loose  dogs, 
children,  pedestrians,  traffic,  police,  etc. 
It's  also  cheap,  since  a  race  entry  typically 
costs  S20-$25  and  testing  during  an  open 
track  day  usually  costs  $15-$35. 

Racetrack  riding  is  worlds  apart  from 
street  riding  and  that's  where  the  limits  of 
the  CBX  appeared.  The  racetrack  has  no 
easy  part  to  let  the  rider  and  machine  loaf. 
It's  constantly  all  out,  and  has  a  way  of 
pointing  out  flaws  not  detectable  else- 
where. But  it's  important  to  note  that  a 
motorcycle  will  do  things  on  a  racetrack 
that  it  won't  do  elsewhere,  and  the  things 
that  a  racetrack  demands  are  not  neces- 
sarily the  same  things  required  of  a  good 
street  motorcycle. 

The  pulsating,  grabbing  brake  problem 
experienced  on  the  street  never  even 
showed  up  on  the  racetrack.  That's  be- 
cause the  pulsating  only  showed  up  at 
speeds  less  than  40  mph  at  moderate  lever 
pressure,  and  there  isn't  any  such  thing  as  a 
moderate-pressure  stop.or  sub-40-mph 
speed  at  Riverside  Raceway. 

But  the  front  brakes  which  were  ade- 
quate and  appeared  limited  only  by  avail- 
able tire  traction  for  street  use  didn't  seem 
strong  enough  for  hauling  the  heavy  CBX 
down  to  cornering  speed  at  the  end  of 
faster  track  sections;  and  the  rear  brake, 
which  was  slightly  touchy  at  street  speeds, 
became  violent  and  hard  to  control  under 
the  demands  placed  upon  it  by  racetrack 
speeds.  It  was  impossible  to  find  the  point 
between  lockup  and  maximum  braking  in 
the  case  of  the  rear  brake,  and  the  rear 
wheel  spent  most  of  its  time  skittering  and 
skidding  at  turn  entrances. 

Setting  the  shocks  up  to  maximum  pre-> 
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load  helped,  but  the  CBX  still  wallowed 
and  wobbled  in  turns  at  speeds  above  100 
mph,  and  was  particularly  upset  by  bumps 
and  road  irregularities  after  a  few  laps  at 
that  speed.  The  rider  had  to  be  very  careful 
with  the  throttle  exiting  turns,  especially 
bumpy  turns,  or  else  a  combination  of 
inadequate  shock  damping  and  losing  and 
regaining  rear  tire  traction  threatened  to 
send  the  CBX  into  tankslappers.  High- 
performance  aftermarket  shocks  would 
probably  greatly  improve  CBX  handling  at 
speed. 

Different  shocks,  however,  couldn't  alter 
the  feel  of  the  CBX  at  100  mph  or  faster- 
the  feel  of  a  larger,  wide  machine  which 
must  be  picked  up  from  one  side  and 
pushed  down  to  the  other  in  esses.  The 
CBX  has  enough  weight  and  mass  to  make 
the  rider  work  in  transitions  from  straight 
to  turn  or  from  left  to  right  at  speed. 

But  handling  at  over-the-ton  speeds  has 
less  bearing  on  everyday  use  and  prac- 
ticality than  things  like  control  design; 
instrument  readability  and  night  lighting; 
headlight  and  taillight  brightness.  The 
CBX  controls  are  the  best  in  the  industry, 
big  and  easy  to  find  and  use  without 
looking,  all  located  in  the  logical  place  on 
the  bars.  The  instruments,  inspired  by  the 
cockpit  of  a  jet  fighter,  are  readable  at  a 
glance  day  or  night  and  odometer  and 
tripmeter  lighting  is  excellent.  The  quartz 
iodine  headlight  is  as  good  as  anything 
found  standard  on  a  motorcycle,  but  given 
the  speed  quickly  attainable  by  the  CBX, 
illustrates  the  need  for  new  technology— 
and  much  more  power— in  motorcycle 
lighting.  The  taillight  is  huge  and  brilliant 
with  two  bulbs  and  a  narrow-step  surface. 
The  face  of  each  ridge  and  depression  in 
the  taillight  is  fully  reflective,  while  light 
from  the  bulbs  flows  out  from  the  sides  of 
the  raised  sections.  It  sounds  odd,  looks 
great,  and  functions  perfectly. 

Even  more  impressive  than  the  controls 


and  instruments  is  the  centerstand.  It  used 
to  be  that  most  motorcycle  centerstands 
threatened  to  give  the  rider  a  hernia  with 
each  use,  and  the  Gold  Wing  is  still  like 
that.  But  the  CBX,  heavy  as  it  is,  has  one  of 
the  easiest-to-deploy  centerstands  in  mo- 
torcycle history,  not  quite  as  light  and 
quick  as  the  BMW  R65's  stand,  but  better 
than  just  about  anything  else. 

There  are,  of  course,  drawbacks  to  every 
machine,  and  the  CBX  has  a  weak  point  in 
maintenance  and  crashworthiness.  Its  true 
that  the  electronic  ignition  doesn't  require 
any  attention  and  that  one  of  the  advan- 
tages of  CV  carbs  is  that  they  seldom  need 
adjustment.  It's  true  that  every  major  case 
and  cover  on  the  CBX  is  secured  by  8mm 
hex  head  bolts,  which  don't  strip  like  Phil- 
lips head  screws  and  can't  fill  with  dirt  or 
grime  like  Allen  head  bolts.  But  the  CBX 
does  have  24  valves,  and  sooner  or  later 
they  will  have  to  be  adjusted. 

To  make  the  job  less  time  and  money 
consuming.  Honda  engineers  have  sealed 
the  one-piece  cam  cover  with  a  T-shaped 
reusable  rubber  gasket.  But  to  remove  the 
cover,  a  mechanic  must  first  pull  the  two 
outboard  engine  mount  plates,  and  if  a 
torque  wrench  isn't  used  to  reinstall  the 
cover,  it's  reasonable  to  expect  that  the 
cover  could  warp  and  leak. 

Valve  adjustment  is  achieved  by  replac- 
ing shims  located  on  top  of  the  individual 
valve  buckets;  cam  lobes  ride  directly  on 
the  shims,  and  shim  thickness  determines 
valve  lash.  The  system  is  simple  and  reli- 
able, but  if  adjustment  is  required,  each 
bucket  must  be  depressed  so  the  shim  can 
be  replaced  with  one  of  a  different  thick- 
ness. 

Honda  has  taken  most  of  the  work  out, 
by  designing  a  special  tool  which  will  hold 
the  valve  open  and  thus  expose  the  shim 
bucket  so  the  shims  can  be  juggled  about. 
The  factory  is  selling  the  tool  to  and 
through  dealers,  along  with  careful  in- 


structions as  to  how  to  keep  track  of 
those  valves,  the  proper  sequence,  e 
Still,  when  the  job  has  to  be  done,  it  w 
take  time  and  patience. 

(Unexpected  note  on  the  Six  vs  Fc 
discussion  earlier.  Due  to  the  firing  or< 
and  crank  layout  of  the  six,  and  becai 
the  intake  and  exhaust  camshafts  are  ac 
ally  in  two  pieces,  //you  need  to  remc 
one  section  of  the  camshaft,  you  can  rot 
the  engine  until  all  six  of  the  valves  c( 
trolled  by  that  section  are  fully  clos 
which  means  when  you  remove  and 
place  the  cam  you  can  do  it  without  hav 
to  compress  a  valve  spring  or  confuse  y( 
torque  wrench.  Try  ihai  on  your  sing 
stick  Four.) 

The  CBX  drive  chain  uses  small  rub 
O  rings  to  seal  lubricant  inside  the  ch 
rollers.  External  plates  and  contact  poi 
with  the  sprocket  must  be  lubricated 
well,  but  most  aerosol  chain  lubes  cont 
solvents  that  attack  the  O  ring  rubl 
Honda  recommends  that  the  owner  ap 
90-weight  gear  oil  every  300  miles.  Th 
not  very  convenient,  but  there  is  an  ansv 
At  least  two  chain  lube  manufacture 
Kal-Gard  and  PJ-1,  claim  that  their  pr 
ucts  will  not  damage  the  O  rings.  We  tr 
both  lubes  on  our  test  bike's  chain,  with 
ill  effects. 

There  is  also  the  question  of  cr; 
worthiness  (a  buzz  word  meaning  the  al 
ity  to  survive  crashes).  A  simple  slide- 
at  moderate  speed  could  damage 
crankcases,  cyhnder  and  cylinder  head  ( 
CBX,  plus  one  handlebar,  the  fuel  ta 
one  muflfler,  maybe  the  front  brake  ma; 
cylinder,  two  turn  signals,  seat  and  r 
spoiler.  Suggested  list  price  for  a  set 
crankcases  is  $542.19;  cylinders,  $349. 
cylinder  head,  $483.60;  handlebars,  : 
each  (one  side).  Add  more  speed  or  h 
the  bike  suddenly  grab  traction  while  s 
ing  and  flip  over  to  the  other  side  and 
easy  to  see  why  one  insurance  adju; 
said  that  an  average  CBX  crash  would  r 
up  a  $2000  repair  bill  to  return  everyth 
to  unscathed  condition. 

Of  course,  an  owner  who  could  live  w 
a  dented  tank  or  a  few  fins  missing  fr 
the  cylinder  or  head  could  get  off  m 
cheaply.  Honda  has  an  optional  CBX 
gine  guard  available  for  $37.95,  which  r 
be  a  worthwhile  investment.  The  b 
thing  is  to  avoid  crashing  a  CBX  at 
costs.  I 

There's  a  good  chance  that  the  man  V 
lays  down  $4000  for  a  Honda  CBX  w< 
worry  much  about  the  practicality  or  cr 
worthiness  or  maintenance  demands.  I 
did,  he'd  go  buy  a  Suzuki  or  a  Kawasak 
a  Yamaha,  or  maybe  a  smaller  Honda 

The  one  thing  the  CBX  has  over 
alternatives  is  the  excitement  factor; 
sound,  the  feel,  the  look  of  six  cylind 
which  has  more  to  do  with  its  very  e 
tence  than  mo.st  people  think,  and  wl 
will  probably  have  more  to  do  with  ' 
people  buy  it  than  they'll  ever  admit. 
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HONDA  CBX 


tiCIFICATIONS 

I  price  $3998 

iiine   dohc  Six 

se  X  strol<e  64.5  x  53.4mm 

oon  displacement  1047cc 

npression  ratio  9.3:1 

dDuretion   (6)  28mm  Keihin  CV 

ifiltration   oiled  foam 

ition  inductive  pointless 

nmed  power    103  bhp  @  9000  rpm 

nmed  torque  na 

Tication  system  wet  sump 

capacity  5.8  pt. 

capacity   5.3  gal. 

Dommended  fuel  low-lead 

tting  system  electric 

Ictrical  system  ..12v  350w  alternator 

Dch   multi-disc,  wet 

inary  drive  Hy-Vo  chain 

111  drive  #630  chain 

ir  ratios,  overall :1 

1h  5.49 

ih  6.35 

Dd  7.36 

•nd  9.26 

W  12.91 

oension,  front        telescopic  fork 

oension,  rear  swing  arm 

.  front   3.50-19 

,  rear   4.25-18 

Ke,  front  dual  10.7-in.  disc 

j:e,  rear   11.5-in.  disc 


Total  brake  swept  area   287  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading 

(160-lb.  rider)   2.6  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase   58.9  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  27.5  deg. 

Trail  4.7  in. 

Handlebar  width  32.2  in. 

Seat  height   32.2  in. 

Seat  width   10.0  in. 

Footpeg  height  12.8  in. 

Ground  clearance  6.3  in. 

Curb  weight 

(w/half-tank  fuel)   580 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent   46.5/53.5 

PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed  @  60  mph      4260  rpm 

Power/weight  ratio, 
(160-lb.  rider)   7.2  Ib./bhp 

Fuel  consumption  39.2  mpg 

Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated,  actually   27.9 

40  mph  indicated,  actually  38.0 

50  mph  indicated,  actually   47.9 

60  mph  indicated,  actually   59.0 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   28  ft. 

from  60  mph  120  ft. 

Standing  start 
'/4-mile  11.36  sec.  @  118.11  mph 

Speed  after  Vi  mile  132  mph 
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ACCELERATION  /  ENGINE  AND  ROAD  SPEEDS 
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FRONT  FORKS 

DISPUXCEMENT 


Z  0 

£ 
S 

g,. 


 ' 

^ — 

> 

1 

v-riical          10lb-/div    Frequency          2  0  H? 
H  .'i^ontal    0  26  in  d*v    Max  Vblocitv  9  4  in  sec 

Showa  straight-leg  fork 

Fork  travel  6.0  in. 

Engagement  6.0  in. 

Stanchion  tube  diameter  35mm 

Spring  rate  55  lb. /in. 

Compression  damping  force  6  lb. 

Rebound  damping  force  24  lb. 

Static  seal  friction  7  lb. 

Fork  compliance  is  greatly  improved  on 
the  production-model  CBX,  compared 
to  the  pre-production  prototype  tested 
in  April,  1978  CYCLE  WORLD,  without 
any  big-bump  reaction  penalty.  Like  the 
prototype  CBX,  the  production  model 
wallows  in  high-speed  turns,  which  is 
partly  due  to  fork  spring  rates  (too  soft) 
and  partly  due  to  shock  action  (see 
below). 

REAR  SHOCKS 

DISPLACEMENT 


O 

z 


VeHical          20  lb  div    Frequency           2  0  M/ 

Horizontal     0  25  m   div     Max  Velocity  9  4  in  sec 

Showa  FVQ  shock 
Shock  length 
Shock  travel 
Wheel  travel 
Spring  rate 

Compression  damping  force 
Rebound  damping  force 


13.75  in. 

 3.7  in. 

 4.3  in. 

105/127  Ib./in. 

8  lb. 
72  lb. 


The  CBX  shocks  need  more  rebound 
damping  to  control  the  rear  end  when 
accelerating  out  of  turns  and  to  prevent 
a  serious  wallow  and  wobble  in  high 
speed  curves,  especially  bumpy  high- 
speed curves.  Not  shown  on  the  graph 
is  the  fact  that  the  shocks  were  worn  out 
after  just  1500  test  miles,  allowing  the 
rear  end  to  pogo  in  slower  turns  and 
contributing  to  the  wallow  at  speed. 
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When  it  comes  to 
all-axound  peilormance, 
nobody  out-peilonns 
SuziiM. 

Case  in  point:  The  GS-750E. 

Clean  Sweeps.  If  U 
sweep  low  Into  a  comer 
and  come  out  smooth 
and  clean.  Reasons 
are  light  weight, 
balanced  design 
and  a  superb  suspension. 

4-Stroke  Mill.  Powerful 
DOHC  4-C7lindeT  engine  is 
both  rapid  and  reliaM<er 
Four  Mikuni  VKn!6  corbs 
otter  Instant  acceleration. 
Roller  bearing  crankshaft 
provides  dependable 
high-RPM  performance. 

€Lulck  Stops.  Good 
brakes  are  a  xnust  on  coxy 
bike.  Great  brakes  are 
standard  on  this  one:  Twin 
discs  up  front  and  a  big  disc 
in  back. 

W^U  Dressed.  This 
beauty  boasts  such  plush 
plumage  as  a  custom 
dual-passenger  seat, 
push-button  starting, 
digital  gear  indicator, 
stylish  mag-type  wheels 
and  high-performance 
tires.  You  can  also  lake  com- 
fort in  knowing  if  s  built  to 
stay  on  the  road  and  out  of 
repcriishops. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-750E  is  one  of  the  .World's* 
great  performers. 


Test  laps  included  all-out  cornering  with  th 
kickstand  and  center  stand  limiting  cornering  spee 


Motoa'ycle  tires  aren't  all  the  same. 
Easy  to  say,  difficult  to  prove.  But 
it  can  be  proved.  CYCLE  WORLD 
published  the  first  comparison  of  15  mo- 
torcycle tires  in  August.  1978.  The  job  isn't 
finished. 

The  first  tire  test  evaluated  tires  for 
cornering  on  both  a  wet  and  dry  skid  pad 
and  dry  pavement  braking.  All  tires  were 
mounted  on  the  rear  of  a  Suzuki  GS750 
equipped  with  a  set  of  stabilizing  outrig- 
gers for  skid  pad  tests  and  on  the  rear  of  a 
standard  GS750  for  braking  tests  and  sub- 
jective cornering  evaluation.  The  tests  an- 
swered most  of  our  questions  about  tires 
but  not  all  of  our  questions.  Braking  forces 
on  a  rear  tire  are  tiny  when  compared  to 
the  braking  forces  on  a  front  tire.  How 
would  the  tires  compare  when  mounted  on 
the  front  of  the  motorcycle? 

To  find  out.  a  second  tire  test  was  started. 
Letters  went  out  to  the  tire  manufacturers 
again  and  tires  were  gathered.  Not  all  the 
tires  tested  in  the  original  tire  test  are 
represented  in  the  front  tire  test  because 
some  tires  didn't  arrive  by  our  deadline 
and  weren't  available  in  our  area.  The 
Formula  and  Metzeler  tires  were  left  out. 

Testing  front  tires  is  not  the  same  as 
testing  rear  tires.  Some  of  what  the  rear  tire 
does,  the  front  tire  also  does.  But  there  are 
differences  in  what  the  two  tires  do  and 
there  are  differences  in  testing  front  and 
rear  tires. 

Take  cornering,  for  instance.  Put  a  mo- 
torcycle on  a  constant  radius  skid  pad  and 
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gradually  increase  speed  until  the  tires 
break  loose  and  the  rear  tire  will  break 
loose  first  every  lime.  The  rear  lire  has 
greater  side  forces  during  cornering  be- 
cause the  rear  tire  supports  more  weight. 
The  rear  lire  is  also  transmitting  power 
during  constant  speed  cornering:  the  front 
tire  is  not. 

Front  tires,  however,  do  slip.  They  slip 
over  surface  irregularities  or  when  turning 
and  braking  at  the  same  time.  A  front  tire 
can  also  be  locked  up  during  heavy  brak- 
ing. One  way  to  compare  front  tires' 
cornering  ability  would  be  to  install  each 
tire  on  the  CYCLE  WORLD  outrigger- 
equipped  motorcycle  used  to  evaluate  rear 
tires  and  move  the  outriggers  forward  to 
lighten  the  front  end  during  cornering. 
Only  it  didn't  work. 

With  the  outriggers  moved  forward 
enough  to  lighten  the  front  end  the  outrig- 
gers were  no  longer  passive  supports  but 
part  of  the  active  support  of  the  motorcy- 
cle. Circling  the  .skid  pad  at  the  limits  with 
the  revised  outriggers  had  the  front  wheel 
bouncing  wildly  up  and  down,  the  front 
handlebars  shaking  back  and  forth.  There 
was  obviously  a  conflict  between  normal 
steering  geometry  and  that  with  the  outrig- 
gers. With  the  outriggers  returned  to  their 
original  positions  only  the  rear  tire  would 
slide.  No  way  to  test  a  front  tire. 

Front  tires  can  be  tested  and  can  be 
compared.  There's  braking  ability,  for  one. 
Most  of  the  stopping  power  of  a  motorcy- 
cle comes  from  the  front  brake.  As  an 


example,  the  average  stopping  dista 
from  60  mph  using  only  the  rear  brake, 
15  tires  previously  tested  was  267.5  ft. 
average  stopping  distance  of  13  front  t 
using  only  the  front  brake,  was  156  ft. 
only  can  tires  be  compared  for  bral 
ability  but  the  differences  are  more  imj 
tant  for  front  tires  than  braking  figures 
rear  tires.  ' 

To  differentiate  between  different  f 
tires'  cornering  limits  the  tires  were  mo 
ed  on  the  front  of  a  stock  Suzuki  G5 
which  was  run  around  a  test  loop  at 
speed.  The  track  included  dif!'erent 
faces,  providing  a  measure  of  iractio 
the  slippery  boundary  of  two  surf; 
painted  lines  and  enough  room  for 
operation  at  speed.  Each  tire  was  ru 
laps.  A  lap  began  with  a  large  dianr 
constant  radius  left  turn  exiting  into  a 
speed  straightaway  followed  by  a 
right  turn,  followed  by  a  return  stra 
away,  an  80  mph  sweeping  rightha 
and  a  braking  transition  back  into  the  1 
diameter  lefthand  circle.  Sort  of  an  el 
ated.  crooked  figure  eight.  When  riddi 
racing  speeds  by  an  experienced 
racer,  differences  were  apparent.  We 
the  information  needed. 

Testing  was  performed  on  a  test  tra 
Long  Beach  Memorial  Stadium.  Mou 
on  the  rear  of  the  test  bike  was  a  Mic 
M45  4.00-18  tire  which  was  felt  to  pre 
the  greatest  cornering  ability  and  s 
based  on  our  earlier  tire  test.  Becaus 
Michelin  is  a  95  aspect  ratio  tire  it  wc 

Cn 


L  braking  tests.  The  front  wtieel  was  kept  from  locking 
\ttiougfi  some  tires  were  more  difficult  to  control  than  others. 


with  lires  ranging  from  the  85  aspect 
0  tires  up  to  100  ratio  tires, 
me  test  considered  but  not  performed 

an  evaluation  of  handling  on  rain 
oves.  Rain  grooves,  those  tiny  cuts 
)le  in  concrete  pavement  to  prevent 
Hmobile  aquaplaning,  can  cause  se- 
zs  handling  problems  for  motorcyclists. 
5  all  motorcycle  tires  respond  equally  to 
[  grooves,  .some  being  better  and  .some 
«e.  The  problem  is  evaluating  tires 
{y.  Because  a  tire  may  work  well  on  a 
uki  GS750  doesn't  guarantee  that  it 
f  work  well  on  a  BMW.  Then.  too.  not 
rain  grooves  are  the  same.  California 
tiucted  two  studies  several  years  ago  on 

rain  grooves  affect  motorcycles.  As  a 
lit  of  the  studies,  rain  grooves  in  Cal- 


ifornia are  all  cut  at  the  same  spacing  and 
with  the  same  .size  blades.  Not  .so  else- 
where. New  York,  Oregon  and  Washington 
u.se  different  size  rain  grooves. 

Tire  manufacturers  are  aware  of  the 
problem  and  have  been  working  on  it. 
Notice  that  only  one  of  the  front  tires 
tested  is  a  straight  rib  design.  Not  too 
many  years  ago  nearly  all  street  motorcy- 
cle front  tires  were  ribbed.  Turns  out  non- 
ribbed  tires  are  less  affected  by  rain 
grooves. 

Some  motorcyclists  have  said  rear  tires 
are  part  of  the  problem  with  rain  groove 
handling  effects.  Because  testing  combina- 
tions of  front  and  rear  tires  over  different 
size  rain  grooves  in  different  states  was 
unfeasible,  the  rain  groove  test  was 


lopping  Distances,  Front  Bralte  Only,  In  Feet 

ested  in  order  of  combined  30  and  60  mph  stopping  distances) 


30  mph 

><odyear  32  

iriisle  36  

xhelin  36  

jeng  Siiin  38  

ntinental  36  

nkang  35  

nlop  38  

elli  37  

 34  

(ohama  37  

>n  36  

dgestone  37  

to  38  


60  mph 

 140 

 145 

 146 

 146 

 150 

 154 

 152 

 155 

 164 

 164 

 167 

 171 

 176 


dropped.  If  rain  grooves  are  a  problem, 
consider  installing  something  other  than  a 
straight  ribbed  front  tire. 

In  the  charts  which  follow  is  informa- 
tion about  each  tire  tested.  Some  of  the 
information  (model  name,  size,  price,  cord 
material,  maximum  load  and  ply  rating) 
was  provided  by  the  tire  manufacturers. 
The  rest  of  the  information  came  from 
CYCLE  WORLD  measurements. 

Diameter  differed  by  1.5  in.  from  the 
smallest  (the  Cheng  Shin)  to  the  largest 
(the  Bridgestone).  Width  varied  from  4  in. 
(Yokohama  and  Bridgestone)  to  3.5  in. 
(Nitto  and  Nankang).  Aspect  ratio  went 
from  the  85  of  the  Cheng  Shin  to  100  on 
the  Carlisle.  But  the  Cheng  Shin  had  the 
largest  contact  patch  (12  in.)  while  the 


Braking  distances  were  measured  with  the 
help  of  a  brakelight-activated  marking  de- 
vice which  blasts  a  spot  of  chalk  on  the 
pavement  when  the  brake  is  first  applied. 
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Pirelli  (7.25  in.)  had  the  smallest.  Some 
figures  included  in  the  earlier  tire  test  are 
not  included  on  the  charts  this  time  be- 
cause all  the  tires  were  the  same.  All  tires 
were  load  range  "B"  and  all  started  the  test 
laps  at  the  same  temperature,  82°.  Initial 
pressure  on  each  tire  was  25  psi— as  recom- 
mended by  Suzuki— and  the  final  pressure 
on  all  the  tires  was  28  psi,  the  increase 
caused  by  heat.  Locked  up  braking  dis- 
tances were  omitted  because  locked  front 


wheel  braking  couldn't  be  safely  tested. 

Durometer  readings,  a  measure  of  hard- 
ness, are  included  but  the  significance  of 
the  figures,  themselves,  is  questionable.  As 
the  charts  show,  tires  with  harder  rubber 
(higher  numbers)  do  not  necessarily  re- 
quire longer  distances  to  stop  or  have  less 
traction.  Temperature  figures  are  just  as 
curious.  Tire  engineers  have  told  us  tem- 
peratures aren't  important  unless  they  ex- 
ceed 200°.  The  highest  tire  temperature 


recorded  was  115°. 

Braking  distances  listed  are  the 
recorded  stop,  using  only  the  front  be 
of  three  test  stops.  Baseline  stops,  rep 
ing  the  tests  on  a  tire  already  testes 
ensure  objective  results  free  from  su  i 
live  error,  yielded  the  same  results.  Be:t 
braking  distances,  control  during  the  ; 
is  listed.  Some  of  the  tires  exhibitii 
tendency  to  lock  up  at  the  end  of  tW 
mph  stop,  some  tended  to  lock  up  eat 


Avon 


Bridgestone 


Country  of  origin   England 

Model   Roadrunner 

Size  4.10H-19 

Price    $52.50,  $1.08  F.E.T. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter   26.2  in. 

Width   3.9  in. 

Aspect  ratio  90 

Footprint  area   8.25  sq.  in. 

Tread  depth,  center   9/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating   4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Maximum  load    550  lb.  @  36  psi. 

Weight   10.5  lb. 

Imbalance  2.1  oz. 

Eccentricity  043  in. 

Durometer  reading,  pre-test  57 

Durometer  reading,  post-test  58 

TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread  98  ' 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

side  tread  107° 

Braking,  30-0  mph  36  ft 

Degree  of  control    very  good 

Braking,  60-0  mph  168 

Degree  of  control    very  good 

Pre-corner  braking  control  .  very  good 

Cornering  traction    very  good 

Confidence  in  tire   very  good 


Country  of  origin    Japan 

Model   Mag  Mopus  Tubeless 

Size  3,50H-19 

Price    $40.30,  $1.15  F.E.T. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter   26.4  in. 

Width   4.0  in. 

Aspect  ratio  90 

Footprint  area   9.5  sq.  in. 

Tread  depth,  center   6/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating   4/4 

Cord  material  rayon 

Maximum  load    515  lb.  (§)  40  psi. 

Weight   11.5  lb. 

Imbalance   5  oz. 

Eccentricity  012 

Durometer  reading,  pre-test  66 
Durometer  reading,  post-test  68 

TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread  104" 

Temperature,  1 0  laps, 

side  tread    104° 

Braking,  30-0  mph  38  ft. 

Degree  of  control    excellent 

Braking,  60-0  mph   171  ft. 

Degree  of  control   excellent 

Pre-corner  braking  control   .  excellent 

Cornering  traction    very  good 

Confidence  in  tire   very  good 


Carlisle 


Country  of  origin   

Model   

Size   3.2S 

Price    $23.98,  $.79  R 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter   26. c 

Width   3.( 

Aspect  ratio  

Footprint  area  9  s«< 

Tread  depth,  center  7/2 

Plys/ply  rating   

Cord  material   n 

Maximum  load   470  lb.  @  3£ 

Weight  

Imbalance  1.:. 

Eccentricity  

Durometer  reading,  pre-test   

Durometer  reading,  post-test  


TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread  

Temperature,  1 0  laps, 

side  tread  

Braking,  30-0  mph   C 

Degree  of  control    very  o 

Braking,  60-0  mph   1ii 

Degree  of  control    very 

Pre-corner  braking  control  .  exce 

Cornering  traction    very 

Confidence  in  tire   very 


114/CYCLE  WORLD 


I.  \  I  I. 


most  controllable  tires  could  be 
sd  hard  but  kept  from  locking, 
iverall.  the  tires  which  stopped  from  30 

in  the  shortest  distance  also  stopped 
from  60  mph.  The  inconsistencies, 
nnstance  the  C  heng  Shin,  came  from 

which  were  difficult  to  control  and 
)ed  easily.  The  chart  lists  tire  stopping 
mces,  in  order  of  combined  stopping 
ince. 


SUBJECTIVE  EVALUATION 

When  CYCLE  WORLD  put  rear  tires 
through  a  subjective  track  test,  the  dif- 
ferences between  brands  were  large  and 
obvious.  Some  tires  slipped  and  slid,  send- 
ing the  bike  sideways  at  the  merest  hint  of  a 
fast  corner;  others  stuck  well  even  under 
power,  and  when  they  did  slide,  did  so 
graduallv  and  predictablv.  The  track  test 
differences  between  the  best  rear  tires 


Contact  patches  on  tires  were  made  prior  to 
test  laps. 


Cheng  Shin 


ntry  of  origin   Taiwan 

9el    C701 

  3.25S-19 

s    $22.60,  $.92  F.E.T 

X:iFICATIONS 

neter   24.85  in. 

1h   3.35  in. 

i8Ct  ratio  85 

iijprint  area  12  sq.  in. 

□d  depth,  center   6/32  in. 

Vply  rating   2/4 

H  material   nylon 

limum  load   470  lb.  @  40  psi 

Ight  7  lb. 

lalance  1.75  oz. 

lentricity  035  in. 

umeter  reading,  pre-test  62 

lometer  reading,  post-test  62 

]DK  PERFORMANCE 

cperature,  10  laps, 

nter  tread  105° 

(berature,  10  laps, 

tile  tread  102" 

ing,  30-0  mph   38  ft. 

gree  of  control   fair 

ing,  60-0  mph   146  ft. 


Continental 


Country  of  origin   Germany 

Model   RB2 

Size  3.25H-19 

Price    $43.20,  $.90  F.E.T 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter   25.8  in. 

Width   3.7  in. 

Aspect  ratio  90 

Footprint  area   8.25  sq.  in. 

Tread  depth,  center   8/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating   4/4 

Cord  material   rayon 

Maximum  load   470  lb.  @  42  psi 

Weight  9  1b. 

Imbalance  1 .0  oz. 

Eccentricity  022  in. 

Durometer  reading,  pre-test  56 

□urometer  reading,  post-test  57 

TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread  110" 

Temperature,  10  laps. 

side  tread  112° 

Braking,  30-0  mph   36  ft. 

Degree  of  control   excellent 

Braking,  60-0  mph   150  ft. 


Duniop 


Country  of  origin  USA 

Model    K91  Mkll  Tubeless 

Size   4.10V-19 

Price    $49.79,  $1.20  F.E.T 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter   26.3  in. 

Width   3.85  in. 

Aspect  ratio  95 

Footprint  area   10.25  sq.  in. 

Tread  depth,  center   6/32  In. 

Plys/ply  rating   4/4 

Cord  material  polyester 

Maximum  load    550  lb.  @  42  psi 

Weight  11  lb. 

Imbalance   1.75  oz. 

Eccentricity  012  in. 

Durometer  reading,  pre-test  .  60 
Durometer  reading,  post-test   59 


TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread 
Temperature,  10  laps, 

side  tread  

Braking,  30-0  mph 

Degree  of  control 
Braking,  60-0  mph 


100° 

109 
38  ft. 
very  good 
152  ft. 


tested  and  the  worst  had  the  potential  of 
being  the  ditference  between  crashing  or 
not  crashing  in  actual  street  use. 

If  subject'ive  testing  of  front  tires  proved 
anything,  it  proved  that  the  differences 
between  front  tires  are  much  more  subtle. 
In  most  cases,  the  top-rated  rear  lire  from 
our  previous  testing-the  Michelin-would 
slide  under  hard  braking  or  power  before 
the  front  lire  would  slip.  But  under  con- 
stant ihrotlle  or  moderate.  posi-ape\  accel 


eraiion  over  surface  irregularities,  subtle 
performance  variances  came  to  light. 

The  difference  between  the  top-rated 
tires  in  the  from  tire  test  and  the  very  good 
tires  showed  up  only  in  slight  twitches  of 
the  handlebars  across  pavement  changes 
and  painted  white  lines  exiting  a  constant- 
radius.  45-mph  skid-pad  turn.  E.xcellent 
tires  didn't  slip  ai  all;  very  good  tires 
twitched  the  bars  with  tiny  slips.  Tires 
missed  the  Verv  Gcjod  rating  if  the  bar 


twitches  described  above  were  more  seviVi 
or  more  frequent  than  the  Very  Gou 
group,  or  if  the  tire  slipped  perceptibli 
while  F.xcellent  and  Very  Good  ti  i 
didn't- in  the  following  track  sequence-j 
sweeping.  75-mph  right  hander;  brak ; 
from  the  apex  while  still  leaned  ov/ 
straiiihtening  up  and  braking  hard  ihrou 
a  rain  drainage  dip:  thrown  left  back  oir 
the  skid  pad  turn.  Tires  which  earne«; 
Fair  rating  slipped  during  the  above  ano, 


Country  of  origin   USA 

Model   Eagle  G.-T 

Size    ML90-19 

Price    $42.50,  $.99  F.E.T 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter   26.3  in. 

Width   3.9  in. 

Aspect  ratio  95 

Footprint  area  8  sq.  in. 

Tread  depth,  center  6/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating   4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Maximum  load   530  lb.  @  32  psi 

Weight   9.5  lb. 

Imbalance  1.0  oz. 

Eccentricity  030  in. 

□urometer  reading,  pre-test  67 
□urometer  reading,  post-test  69 

TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread  97 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

side  tread  95  ~ 

Braking,  30-0  mph   32  ft 

Degree  of  control   excellent 

1  40  ft 


Country  of  origin    Japan 

Model   .  Grand  High  Speed  GS-1 1  AW 

Size   3.25H-19 

Price    $33.29,  $1.05  F.E.T 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter   25.9  in. 

Width   3.9  in. 

Aspect  ratio  90 

Footprint  area   8.25  sq.  in. 

Tread  depth,  center   4/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating   5/4 

Cord  material   rayon 

Maximum  load    470  @  40  psi 

Weight   9.9  lb. 

Imbalance  0.8  oz. 

Eccentricity  032  in. 

Durometer  reading,  pre-test  58 
Durometer  reading,  post-test  58 

TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

.  Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread  105 

Temperature,  10  laps, 
side  tread  108' 

Braking,  30-0  mph   34  ti. 

Degree  of  control    good 

Rrakina  60-0  mph   164  ft. 


Country  of  origin   Frs^ 

Model   

Size  3.50C 

Price    $44.46,  $1.01  H 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter  WKKUm--  26.c 

Width   3e 

Aspect  ratio  

Footprint  area   7.5  s-e 

Tread  depth,  center  7/3 

Plys/ply  rating   

Cord  material   n 

Maximum  load   510  lb.  @  4^ 

Weight   9€ 

Imbalance  0.( 

Eccentricity  0»( 

Durometer  reading,  pre-test  

Durometer  reading,  post-test  

TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread  

Temperature,  10  laps,      g|  ife 

side  tread  

Braking,  30-0  mph  

Degree  of  control    exec 

Braking,  60-0  mph   t 


>oth.  constant-speed  points  around  the 
pad. 

imphasis  throughout  the  subjective 
A  testing  was  placed  on  cornering  abil- 
l-braking  figures  are  well  covered  else- 
i:re.  None  of  the  tires  tested  were 
^gerous.  When  we  talk  of  slipping 
j'Ugh  the  75-mph  sweeping  turn  over 
xing  lot  lines,  we're  not  talking  about 
rendous  front-end  washouts  that  leave 
J-k  marks  on  the  pavement  and  bring  an 


expert  rider  to  within  an  inch  of  crashing. 
The  slippage  was  slight  in  tvery  case,  felt 
more  from  bar  input  than  actual  sidewavs 
frt)nt  end  movement.  For  the  average  rider 
at  average  speeds,  all  the  tires  are  service- 
able. Kor  sporting  street  riders,  in  com- 
bination with  a  good  rear  tire,  the  tires 
rated  Excellent  and  those  rated  Verv  Good 
will  perform  well  ihev're  the  tires  we 
would  put  on  our  own  street  motorcycles. 
The  dilVcrences  between  the  top-rated  tires 


Tire  temperatures  were  taken  in  the  center 

and  edge  of  tires  at  the  end  of  10  fast  laps. 


ixintry  of  origin   Taiwan 

Ddel   N-773 

36  3.25H-19 

cce    $24.77,  $.90  F.E.T. 

aECIFICATIONS 

nmeter   25.6  in. 

bth   3.5  in. 

oect  ratio  95 

otprint  area  12  sq.  in. 

5ad  depth,  center  5/32  in. 

2S/ply  rating   2/2 

)Td  nnaterial   nylon 

Kximum  load  470  lb.  @  40  psi 

liight   6.8  lb. 

oalance  1.8  oz. 

wentricity  050  in. 

iTometer  reading,  pre-test  64 

iTonneter  reading,  post-test  62 

BACK  PERFORMANCE 

nperature,  10  laps, 

>  enter  tread  96"^ 

nperature,  10  laps, 

liide  tread  98" 

■Iking,  30-0  mph   35  ft. 

y  egree  of  control    good 


Country  of  origin    Japan 

Model    NT-170  Ontario  AR  80 

Size   3.60H-19 

Price    $32.50,  $.90  F.E.T. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter   25.4  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  90 

Footprint  area   10  sq.  in. 

Tread  depth,  center   6/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating   4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Maximum  load   440  lb.  @  40  psi 

Weight   8.5  lb. 

Imbalance  1 .6  oz. 

Eccentricity  035  in. 

Durometer  reading,  pre-test  60 

Durometer  reading,  post-test  60 

TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread    96' 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

side  tread   102 

Braking,  30-0  mph  38 

Degree  of  control   poor 


Country  of  origin    Italy 

Model  Super  Sport  Gordon 

Size    3.25H-19 

Price    $48.95,  $.93  F.E.T 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter  25.75  in. 

Width    3.75  in. 

Aspect  ratio   90 

Footprint  area  7.25  sq.  in. 

Tread  depth,  center  8/32  in. 

Plys.  ply  rating  4/4 

Cord  material  rayon 

Maximum  load  470  lb.  @  42  psi 

Weight  9.5  lb. 

Imbalance  1 .25  oz. 

Eccentricity  .050  in. 

Durometer  reading,  pre-test           .  68 

Durometer  reading,  post-test  68 

TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature.  10  laps, 

center  tread  107 
Temperature,  10  laps, 

side  tread  104 
Braking.  30-0  mph  37  ft. 

Degree  of  control  very  good 


and  the  next  group  would  probably  be 
apparent  only  at  racing  speeds  and  experi- 
ence with  road  lest  bikes  has  shown  us  that 
at  least  several  of  the  Verv  Good  tires 
(Bridgestone.  IRC.  Yokohama)  are  race- 
track worthy.  althi>ugh  tor  production  rac- 
ing the  F.xccllcnt-raled  lires  would  be 
preferred. 

In  all  cases,  however,  it  is  important  to 
note  the  exact  designation  of  the  tires 
tested.  Several  manufacturers  make  other 
model  tires  which  ma\  noi  perform  as  well 


Country  of  origin    Japan 

Model   Speedmaster  990 

Size  3.50H-19 

Price    $35.51,  $.93  F.E.T. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Diameter   26.1  in. 

Width   4.0  in. 

Aspect  ratio  90 

Footprint  area  10  sq.  in. 

Tread  depth,  center   6/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating   4/4 

Cord  material   rayon 

Maximum  load  515  lb.  @  40  psi 

Weight   10.8  lb. 

Imbalance  0.8  oz. 

Eccentricity   030  in. 

□urometer  reading,  pre-test  62 

Durometer  reading,  post-test  61 

TRACK  PERFORMANCE 

Temperature,  10  laps, 

center  tread  102^^ 
Temperature,  10  laps, 

side  tread  104  ' 

Braking,  30-0  mph   37  ft. 

Degree  of  control   excellent 


as  the  same  brand  tires  tested  here.  Still 
other  manufacturers  build  tires  not  tested 
here  by  their  choice  (the  Dunlop  K81,  for 
example)  or  have  designed  new  tires  not  in 
production  or  not  delivered  in  time  for  the 
test. 

CONCLUSION 

Not  only  are  motorcycle  tires  measura- 
bly different,  they  are  different  in  different 
ways.  Note  the  three  tires  judged  Excellent 
in  cornering  evaluations.  The\  range  in 
rubber  hardness  (durometer  reading)  from 
a  very  hard  to  a  moderately  soft  com- 
pound. Two  are  made  with  rayon  cords, 
one  with  nylon.  Tire  contact  patch  on  the 
three  is  smaller  than  average.  The  tires 
providing  the  shortest  stopping  distances 
are  Just  as  varied. 

.Si)  who's  the  winner?  Depends  on  pri- 
orities. The  resident  road  racer  at  CYCI.F. 
WORLD  plans  on  using  Michelins  on 
from  and  rear  for  his  next  Box  Stock  race. 
Il  is  one  of  the  best  handling  lires  in  front 
or  rear.  sti)ps  well  and  is  \ery  controllable. 
The  Carlisle  front  tire  with  the  second 
shortest  combined  stopping  distances  and 
a  Very  Good  rating  lor  cornering  has  to  be 
the  best  buy  with  a  list  price  of  $23.98. 


SUBJECTIVE  TRACK  TESTS 
Tire  ratings 

( Tires  listed  hy  alplutbeiical  order  in  groif^ 
Tires  within  each  group  are  judged  to 
equal  in  track  performance) 

EXCELLENT 

Continental 

Michelin 

Pirelli 

VERY  GOOD  (Tires  in  this  group  jua^ 
to  be  slightly  below  the  preceding  grom 
track  performance) 

Avon  Dunlopt] 
Bridgestone  IRC 
Carlisle  Yokohai: 

GOOD  (Tires  in  this  group  jud'^ed  t\ 

noticeably  below  the  preceding  grou^ 

track  performance) 

Goodyear 

Nankang 

FAIR  (Tires  within  this  group  judged  a 
significantly  below  the  preceding  groit^ 
track  perfornuince) 
Cheng  Shin 
Nitlo 


Tires  were  mounted  on  identical  Lester  wheels  and  l<ept  at  a  uniform  temperature  in  the  sH; 
of  the  CYCLE  WORLD  van. 


^here  may  be  motor  racing  events  as 

long  or  longer.  There  may  be  events 
as  lough  on  the  competitor,  maybe 
tougher.  But  there  is  no  question  that 
International  Six  Days  Trials  is  by  far 
most  complex  of  all  forms  of  motor 
Is. 

isplacement  classes  range  from  50cc  to 
:c.  Scoring  is  accomplished  with  an 
lived  penalty  and  bonus  point  system 
must  be  watched  on  almost  a  minute 
iiinutc  basis  in  order  to  tell  who  is 
ig  well  and  who  is  not.  The  course,  or 
•ses,  wander  all  over  the  countryside 
ling  on  and  crossing  over  paved  sec- 
s.  through  towns  and  villages,  through 
se  woods,  in  stream  beds  that  are  not 
ivs  dry,  use  farming  roads  and  animal 
s.  all  requiring  highly  detailed  maps  to 
)\\. 

hough  individual  riders  are  acclaimed 
n  they  finish  the  ISDT  with  no  penalty 
Its.  receiving  an  Olympics-type  Gold 
lal,  it  is  the  teams  who  win  the  real 

y- 

;ams  are  comprised  of  a  variety  of 
rs.  Some  are  Club  teams,  some  are 
lufacturcr.s  teams.  The  very  best  riders 
members  of  Silver  Vase  and  Trophy 
IS.  The  former  are  teams  of  four  riders 
1  one  country,  the  latter  are  teams  of 


lurers  could  prove  how  reliable  their  bikes 
were.  The  first  trials  was  in  England  in 
1913  and  as  motorcycles  have  gotten  better 
over  the  years,  along  with  the  improvement 
in  abilities  of  an  ever  increasing  number  of 
capable  riders,  the  ISDT  has  become  more 
complex  and  difficult. 

Today  penalty  points  are  added  to  a 
rider's  total  score  if  his  machine  is  too  loud 
and  if  his  lights  do  not  work  on  command. 
Sweden,  the  host  country  for  the  1978 
event,  threw  an  additional  handicap  at  the 
riders  by  issuing  traflfic  citations  to  riders 
whose  lights  did  not  work.  They  have  a  law 
requiring  motor  vehicle  lights  to  be  on 
whenever  the  vehicle  is  running,  night  or 
day.  This  created  considerable  chaos  the 
first  few  days  of  the  trial  so  they  amended 
the  rule  regarding  the  change  of  parts  on  a 
machine  to  allow  riders  to  change  burned 
out  light  bulbs. 

Further  hardship  is  inflicted  on  the 
riders  with  the  use  of  a  complicated  bonus 
point  system.  A  rider  gains  bonus  points 
based  upon  his  performance  against  an 
established  standard  in  a  daily  series  of 
special  tests.  These  tests  resemble  moto- 
crosses  or  grass  track  events,  so  a  rider  who 
may  be  the  very  best  cross  country  rider  his 
nation  can  produce,  must  also  be  a  moto- 
crosser.  Further,  an  acceleration  test  is 


The  individual  earning  a  Gold  who  also 

amasses  gobs  of  bonus  points,  could  very 
well  be  the  highest  finishing  individual  in 
his  class  from  his  country,  or  in  the  whole 
trial  for  that  matter,  but  he  receives  no 
special  or  separate  award  for  his  efforts. 

Bonus  points  were  created  several  years 
ago  to  make  the  ISDT  more  diflficult.  They 
certainly  achieved  their  purpose.  The 
bonus  point  system  has  a  profound  effect 
on  the  Trophy  and  Silver  Vase  teams.  Each 
team  member  must,  of  course,  finish  the 
trials  "clean."  That  is,  with  no  penalty 
points.  But  the  team  with  the  most  aggre- 
gate bonus  points  is  the  one  that  takes 
home  the  highly  coveted  Vase  and  Trophy, 
and  the  national  glory  that  goes  with  them. 

Finally,  to  complicate  things  even  more, 
riders  are  allowed  to  change  only  certain 
parts  on  their  bikes  throughout  the  six 
days.  A  rider  is  given  only  a  few  brief 
periods  each  day  to  do  this,  and  is  allowed 
to  use  only  the  tools  carried  on  his  bike. 
This  latter  rule  has  been  cleanly  skirted 
and  most  riders  will  be  seen  using  tools 
conveniently  placed  on  the  ground  near 
him  by  a  support  team  member.  It  is  a 
serious  no-no  to  actually  hand  the  rider  a 
tool.  Non-interchangeable  parts  are  sealed 
and  machines  are  checked  often  for  broken 
seals. 


minute  tire  and  tube  changes  are  seen 
every  day.  Bikes  with  quick  detachable 
wheels  are  highly  desirable,  but  few  are 
actually  seen  on  other  than  the  very  trick 
European  factory  bikes. 

Sweden  won  the  right  to  stage  the  53rd 
ISDT,  this  for  the  third  time.  The  first  in 
1923,  the  last  time  in  1966,  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  country.  As  was  expected  from 
such  an  organized,  industrial  nation  as 
Sweden,  the  trials  were  staged  almost  with- 
out flaw. 

A  rather  bizarre  location  was  chosen  as 
the  start  and  finish;  a  western  U.S.  style 
theme  park  called  High  Chaparral,  com- 
plete with  Indians.  Or,  the  "Wild  West  of 
Sweden,"  as  the  proprietor  Big  Bengt  calls 
it.  Big  Bengt  made  his  fortune  in  the  scrap 
metals  business  and  had  obviously  had  a 
bad  dream  some  time  or  another  centered 
around  Knotts  Berry  Farm.  The  "western" 
decor  consisted  largely  of  scrap  metal 
pieces,  welded  together  and  nailed  in  place 
in  a  rather  unique  form  of  what  might  be 
called  Marxist  Impressionism  since  many 
of  the  assorted  metal  objects  chosen  were 
nuts,  bolts,  hand  tools,  saw  blades,  engine 
components,  drills,  lathes,  milling  ma- 
chines, etc. 

High  Chaparral  itself  is  composed  of 
rambling  wood  buildings,  connected  with 
western  style  fences  and  hitching  posts,  all 
suitably  weathered.  Cowboy  style  shooting 
galleries  make  up  most  of  a  western  tow  n. 
Big  Bengt  totes  a  gun  and  w  ill  tire  oil'  a 
round  or  two  at  the  drop  of  a  40-lilre  hat. 
Explosions  rend  the  air  night  and  day  so 
who  notices  all  the  noisy  motorcycles? 

Food,  lodging  and  drink  prices  on  a  par 
with  New  York  and  Paris  brought  home 


the  point  of  Sweden's  horrendous  infla- 
tion, especially  the  over  $2  per  gallon  gaso- 
line price  tag. 

Opening  day  ceremonies  were  held  in 
the  shadow  of  a  200-ft.  tall  spidery  tower, 
covered  with  more  wagon  wheels  than 
anyone  had  ever  seen.  It  was  a  marvelous 
platform  for  press  photographs  of  the  col- 
orful ceremonies. 

Nineteen  nations  sent  entries,  even 
Botswana.  (They  failed  to  start.)  The  host 
country  is  always  allowed  the  most  entries, 
so  Sweden  had  40  riders.  Not  that  many 
more  than  the  37  each  from  West  Germany 
and  the  U.S.  Czechoslovakia  entered  22 
and  could  probably  have  sent  less  and  still 
won  everything  in  sight.  They  are  that  good 
at  winning  the  ISDT. 

Great  Britain  had  25  riders,  all  the  rest 
had  fewer  than  20  each,  down  to  the  three 
from  Mexico.  Not  really  Mexicans  though! 
Not  if  you  consider  Swedish/American 
Lars  Larssen  and  Americans  Fred  Cam- 
eron and  Jim  Simmons  beaners.  They  rode 
for  the  Moto  Club  Del  Valle  from  Mexico. 
Lars  had  wanted  to  ride  in  Sweden,  his 
home  country,  but  failed  to  "finish  high 
enough  in  the  ISDT  qualifiers.  After  sev- 
eral attempts.  Lars  formed  Team  Mexico 
and  persuaded  Mexican  friends  to  allow 
the  entry.  The  AM  A  looked  the  other  way. 
this  once. 

The  U.S.  Trophy  Team  consisted  of  Jack 
Penton.  Ted  Leimbach.  Rod  Bush.  Keven 
LaVoie.  Frank  Gallo  and  Jeff  Hill  riding 
KTMs  and  well  supported  with  people 
from  the  U.S.  distributors  and  the  Aus- 
trian factory.  The  dreaded  Czechoslo- 
vakian  Trophy  Team.  Frantisek  Mrazek. 
Jo.sef  Chovancik.  Kvetoslav  Masita.  Jiri 


A1 


0 il 


Posik,  Stanislav  Zloch  and  Jiri  Stodu 
winners  of  the  1977  Trophy  and  fel 
countrymen  of  winners  of  six  out  of 
last  10  ISDTs.  were  again  the  ones  to  b 
Their  Jawas  have  taken  on  a  more  mod 
look  this  year,  using  Preston  Petty  fenc 
and  Sachs  gas  shocks. 

The  naive  tend  to  view  their  bikes  v 
skepticism,  which  changes  to  awe  in  si 
order.  The  Czechs  could  probably  t 
home  the  trophy  riding  Honda  trail  biki 
they  wanted  to. 

Probably  the  most,  if  not  the  only.  < 
matic  moment  in  an  ISDT  is  at  the  star 
the  first  day.  It  had  rained  the  night  beP 
it  would  be  the  last  heavy  rain  seen  u 
the  final  day  of  the  trials. 

The  question  on  everyone's  mind  is 
course,  will  the  bikes  start?  Each  ri 
walks  his  machine  to  the  start  from 
impound,  or  Pare  Ferme,  (finish  park)  j 
has  only  one  minute  to  start.  If  he  fail 
kick  it  to  life  he  must  push  it  across  the 
to  allow  the  numbers  behind  him  to  s 
If  this  occurs,  he  is  automaticallv  out  of 
running  for  a  Gold  Medal  with  50  pen 
points  and  must  be  content  with  a  Si 
a.ssuming  it  starts  the  other  five  days 
rides  almost  200  miles  each  day  wii 
perfect  .score  arriving  at  every  check 
time  or  ahead  of  time,  his  machine 
vives  and  he  doesn't  blow  it  some  o 
way. 

What  amounts  to  a  crowd  at  the 
Days  can  only  be  seen  on  the  first  mori 
start.  Not  exactly  a  spectator  sport. 
ISDT  attracts  few  other  than  friends, 
porters,  industry  and  rider's  check  ant 
crews.  Usually  they  have  only  the  first  c 
start  to  enjoy  the  spectacle,  for  the  o 


days  they  are  too  busy  to  watch, 
lie  smallest  machines  start  first.  They 
id  more  like  road  racers  than  dirt  bikes 
ley  go  through  multi-speed  gear  boxes 
ng  up  to  speed.  Starting  time  is  7  a.m. 
bike  number  1,  four  leave  at  a  time. 

minute.  The  suspense  is  marvelous, 
fie  first  American  rider  was  Tom 
ibiel  (KTM).  in  the  125cc  class.  The 
rs  that  greeted  his  departure  became 
lormal  for  each  American  rider's  start. 
^  Americans  were  cheering,  obviously, 
ne  fact  about  the  ISDT  must  be  under- 
d;  this  is  truly  the  Olympics  of  motor- 
ng.  Europeans  treat  it  as  an  opportu- 
to  do  well  for  their  country.  The  glory 

receive  at  home  for  doing  well  here  is 
nore  than  what  an  American  can  ex- 
on  his  return.  Americans,  on  the  other 
1.  are  in  it  for  fun  and  self  achieve- 
t.  Though  they  might  be  part  of  an 
;rican  team,  as  such,  rarely  is  any  real 
lotism  shown. 

ue.  most  are  here  on  their  own  buck, 
little  support  other  than  that  supplied 
he  makers  of  the  KTMs  the  Trophy 
n  rode,  and  the  Husqvarnas  that  the 
;r  Vase  Team  were  riding,  the  various 
ufacturers'  team  efforts,  plus  what 
lort  the  American  Motorcyclist  Asso- 
on.  through  donations,  could  put  to- 
er.  European  teams  for  the  most  part 
ulh  supported.  Most  big  team  riders, 
the  Czechs,  are  employed  year-round 
ide  European  style  trials.  They  are 
tantlv  honing  the  talent  needed  to 
pete  in  these  highly  specialized  events, 
merican  riders  are  cheered  on 
jghout  the  six  days,  mind  you.  but  by  a 
1  cheering  section.  It  is  one  heck  of  a 


long  ways  for  enthusiasts  to  travel. 

The  U.S.  Silver  Vase  Team,  made  up  of 
Dick  (The  King)  Burleson,  Greg  Davis, 
Bob  Popiel  and  cross  country  ace  Larry 
Roeseler,  all  rode  Husqvarnas. 

The  first  day  produced  several  bad 
strokes  for  Americans.  Rod  Bush  of  the 
Trophy  Team  was  ticketed  by  one  of  the 
omnipresent  Swedish  police,  for  not  obey- 
ing a  railroad  crossing  guard,  though  there 
was  no  train  in  sight.  He  was  disqualified 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Course,  but  the  U.S. 
jury  member,  Kathy  Wanta,  protested  and 
Bush  was  fined  $75  and  allowed  to  con- 
tinue. 

ISDT  expert  Carl  Cranke  was  taken  out 
the  first  day  with  a  holed  side  case  in  his 
Yamaha.  Later,  Vase  Team  man  Greg 
Davis  struck  a  tree  stump,  fell  and  broke 
his  collarbone  when  attempting  to  pass 
another  rider. 

First  day  disasters  weren't  over  yet  as 
Dane  Leimbach  tangled  with  a  car  and 
suflTered  a  back  injury  and  he  too  had  to 
abandon  the  trials.  Not  a  very  good  begin- 
ning. 

Americans  were  mostly  still  running  on 
Golds;  Tom  Krehbiel  and  Ron  Lamastus 
were  both  off,  about  10  points  down.  Steve 
Whitworth.  a  first  timer  from  Texas  on  a 
Husky  dropped  two  minutes  at  a  time 
check.  Barry  Higgins  dropped  his  Maico  in 
the  special  tests  and  was  down  to  a  Silver, 
still  going  at  least  after  failing  to  finish  five 
previous  ISDTs.  Frank  Gallo  was  clean,  a 
performance  he  would  repeal  the  next  five 
days. 

Trophy  Team  standings  were;  West  Ger- 
many. Italy.  Czechs.  USA  and  East  Ger- 
many. First  time  ISDT  men  A.  C.  Bakken 


and  Larry  Roeseler.  both  well  known  Baja 
names,  were  still  on  Golds  as  well. 

Special  tests  for  the  first  two  days  were 
held  on  a  sandy  motocross  course  in  the 
woods  and  the  Italians  on  Sachs  and 
SWMs  were  really  something  to  see. 

On  the  second  day  the  Zundapp  mount- 
ed West  Germany  Trophy  Team  dropped 
to  13th  when  one  of  their  star  riders  suf- 
fered mechanical  problems,  losing  nearly 
one  hour.  Their  team  had  won  in  1975  and 
1976.  earning  West  Germany  the  right  to 
stage  the  ISDT  in  1979.  It  will  be  held  not 
too  far  from  Hamburg,  at  Altenkirchen. 
The  West  Germans  have  staged  other  IS- 
DTs. notably  at  Garmisch/Partenkirchen 
in  1969  and  earlier,  and  most  ISDT  fans 
welcome  the  opportunity  to  return  to  this 
most  hospitable  atmosphere. 

Frau  Mann,  owner  of  the  Munich  Zun- 
dapp firm,  has  been  a  familiar  sight  at 
ISDTs,  both  before  and  after  her  husband 
died,  tirelessly  working  the  checks  and  pits 
for  the  factory  teams.  She  is  a  beloved 
figure  at  the  ISDT.  Some  say  Zundapp  will 
retire  from  competition  when  she  passes 
on.  It  will  be  a  sad  day  for  all. 

The  second  day  ended  well  for  the  U.S., 
when  they  moved  to  third  in  the  Trophy. 
Only  one  rider.  Mike  Rosso,  lost  points 
when  he  fell.  The  Italians  were  first  in  the 
Trophy  at  this  point. 

Day  Three  introduced  a  new  course  and 
a  new  Special  Test,  this  one  in  a  farmer's 
pasture.  It  ran  in  and  around  the  woods, 
and  right  by  the  barn  in  front  of  his  hou.se. 
It  was  more  like  what  a  Special  Test  should 
be  without  any  high-speed  sections. 

The  Italian  Trophy  Team  went  to  pieces 
when  Pietro  Gagni's  SWM  had  electrical > 


problems.  Czechoslovakia's  team  took  the 
lead  and  the  East  Germans  slipped  past 
the  Americans  into  second.  The  U.S.  team 
held  on  to  third  spot.  Mike  Rosso  and 
Frank  Gallo  both  slipped  off  a  plank  form- 
ing a  stream  crossing.  Bruce  Kenny  lost 
position  when  he  had  a  flat  and  Jim  Fish- 
back  lost  one  minute  when  he  didn't  make 
it  out  of  a  huge  mud  hole. 

Midway  through  the  second  loop  in  the 
Special  Test  a  helicopter  landed  the  King 
of  Sweden,  Carl  Gustav,  who  sauntered 
around  in  a  huge  leather  overcoat,  sur- 
rounded by  guys  with  bulging  pockets.  The 
first  time  a  reigning  sovereign  had  visited 
the  ISDT,  it  did  stir  things  up.  He  then  flew 
on  to  High  Chaparral  for  a  look  at  the 
action.  Try  to  imagine  the  President  of  the 
United  States  doing  rhai. 

By  the  fourth  day.  time  and  distance 
began  to  take  their  toll  in  fatigue  of  both 
men  and  machines.  Our  Trophy  Team's 
hopes  went  down  the  tubes  when  Jack 
Penton  lost  20  minutes  to  a  time  check 
after  fighting  a  flat  and  a  leaking  inner 
tube. 

Gallo  and  Fishback  were  riding  on  the 
same  starting  number  and  continued  their 
personal  duel.  Fishback  beating  Gallo  this 
day  in  the  Special  Test. 

U.S.  entries  included  six  manufacturers 
teams;  Burleson.  Popiel  and  Roeseler  on 
Husqvarnas;  Bush,  Jack  Penton  and  Gallo 
on  KTMs;  Rosso,  Tom  Penton  and  Drew 
Smith  on  Suzuki's  team  No.  1.  and  Don 
Cichocki.  Dave  Hulse  and  Ted  Worrel  on 
Suzuki  team  No.  2;  John  Fero,  Cranke  and 
Fishback  were  on  Yamaha  team  No.  1; 
Alan  Deyo,  Leimbach  and  Dennis  Reese 
made  up  Yamaha  team  No.  2. 

East  Germany.  Czechoslovakia.  France. 
England.  Holland  and  Poland  was  the 
Trophy  finishing  for  the  day,  with  the  U.S. 


in  seventh,  behind  even  Poland! 

Most  American  riders  were  still  in  the 
run  and  it  looked  like  there  would  at  least 
be  a  gang  of  Golds  for  individuals. 

On  the  fifth  day  a  new  Special  Test  was 
introduced,  this  one  in  a  gravel  pit.  It  was 
another  slow  test,  with  lots  of  tight  curves, 
marked  off  with  tape  tied  to  small  sticks. 
The  tape  was  almost  as  strong  as  wire  and 
got  wound  around  a  number  of  rear  axles 
and  things. 

Fishback  was  the  first  and  major,  casu- 
alty of  Day  Five.  He  hit  a  tree,  breaking  his 
arm.  Al  Fames,  U.S.  team  manager,  was 
later  overheard  trying  to  make  travel  ar- 
rangements for  him,  explaining  to  several 
people  back  here  in  the  U.S.  why  he 
wouldn't  be  riding  a  number  of  events 
Fishback  had  entered  prior  to  the  ISDT. 

Mike  Melton,  John  Fero  and  Ted  Leim- 
bach all  crashed  at  the  same  spot  on  the 
road  where  Fishback  had  broken  his  arm. 
Melton  bent  his  forks  beyond  use,  Fero 
and  Leimbach  weren't  hurt. 

Italians  were  leading  the  50cc,  75cc, 
250cc  and  350cc  classes,  the  Czechs  led  the 
500cc  class.  One  of  the  things  that  had 
made  previous  ISDTs  more  interesting  was 
missing  this  year:  the  750cc  BMWs  in  off- 
road  trim.  A  flock  of  505cc  Maicos  and  one 
overbored  East  German  MZ  made  up  the 
750cc  class.  Just  not  the  same. 

Day  number  six  rolled  around  at  last. 
Riders  and  supporters  alike  welcome  this 
day.  In  most  ISDTs  it  is  an  easy  one. 
comprised  of  a  short  ride  to  a  last  day 
Special  Test.  But  .  .  .  the  one  thing  this 
ISDT  had  not  seen  much  of.  rain,  came 
with  a  vengeance. 

The  Special  Test  was  laid  out  in  a  grass 
field  that  within  no  time  at  all  had  become 
a  muddy  mess.  All  of  the  American  riders 
arrived  on  time  at  the  test  after  a  70  mile 


cross  country  mud  slide,  but  several  v 
on  the  line  for  the  Golds,  Silvers 
Bronzes,  with  their  performances  in 
Special  Test  being  the  key. 

The  test  was  a  shambles,  eventu; 
being  thrown  out  by  the  Jury  after  a  ri 
fell  in  a  deep  ditch,  blocking  the  coursi 
came  as  a  relief  to  all  since  very  few  v 
doing  well  at  all.  When  it  rains  in  Swec 
man  it  really  rains! 

Sweden's  International  Six  Days  Ti 
the  53rd  staged  by  the  Federation  Intei 
tionale  Motocycliste  (F.I.M.),  wasn't 
bad  after  all.  Barry  Higgins  finished  on 
last.  Mike  Melton's  Bronze  was  the  c 
one  won  by  an  American.  Very  few  t. 
home  a  Silver  medal,  probably  becausi 
a  lot  of  bad  luck.  Twenty-seven  G 
medals  were  won  by  Americans,  ag 
proving  that  we  can  provide  a  large  ni 
ber  of  riders  capable  of  mastering 
ISDT  on  an  individual  basis,  but  the  " 
phy  team  ended  up  5th. 

We  could  use  better  "support"  rid 
"Support"  is  a  nicer  name  for  the  kinc 
cheating  the  ISDT  has  made  famous. " 
woods  in  Sweden  were  full  of  lone  rid 
especially  Czechs  and  East  Germans.  T 
seem  often  to  be  "luckily"  near  a  dow: 
countryman  with  all  kinds  of  special  h. 
such  as  repair  parts  marked  just  like  th 
marked  by  the  ISDT  Jury. 

ISDT  lore  abounds  with  stories  of  sw 
of  everything  from  handlebars  to  en 
engines.  None  have  ever  been  proven, 
is  there  a  recorded  protest  of  such 
action.  But  all  know  it  happens. 

If  you  are  planning  a  vacation  next  y 
around  September  10  to  the  15th,  i 
might  be  near  West  Germany,  and,  jus| 
chance  have  an  off-road  bike  with  you 
just  don't  tell  who  suggested  it.  Even  if 
couldn't  ride  "support"  in  the  dark  of 


k  Forest,  you  could  always  help  run  a 
k  or  a  gas  stop.  The  ISDT  could 
linly  use  you. 

lie  Czechs  took  the  Trophy  back  with 
1.  as  was  expected,  the  East  Germans 
!  second,  not  much  of  a  surprise  either, 
ugh  we  have  some  really  fantastic 
rs.  it  will  be  many  more  ISDTs  before 
ievelop  good  enough  riders  to  bring 

big.  ugly  hunk  of  silver  back  here, 
■though  .  .  .  Kenny  Roberts  is  the  first 
Id  Championship  road  racer  the  U.S. 
jver  had.  Brad  Lackey  finished  higher 

any  American  before  him.  2nd  place. 
Xkc  World  Championship  motocross. 
lie  Schreiber  finished  ...  in  World 
mpionships  trials.  And  don't  forget 
t  Autrey  who  ended  up  third  in  World 
vidual  Standings  in  Speedway.  Arc 
e  guys  trying  to  show  us  something'.'H 


Wilts 

lOLD:  Tom  Krehbiel  (KTM)  27th 
cc;  Drew  Smith  (Suz)  9th  175cc;  Dave 
Ise  (Suz)  1 3th  175cc:  Alan  Deyo  (Yam) 
1  175cc:  Mike  Rosso  (Suz)  15th  I75cc: 
7  Pfcnton  (Suz)  17th  175cc;  Don  Ci- 
cki  (Suz)  18th  175cc;  Rod  Bush  (KTM) 
1  175cc:  Ron  Lamaslus  (SWM)  22nd 
cc:  Ted  Leimbach  (KTM)  7th  250cc; 
k  Burleson  (Hus)  10th  250cc:  JeffFre- 
e  (KTM)  19th  250cc:  Kevin  Piasecki 
"M)  23rd  250cc;  John  Fero  (Yam)  27th 
cc:  Steve  Hess  (KTM)  40th  250cc: 
mis  Vandecar  (Hus)  45th  250cc:  Kevin 
'oie  (KTM)  7th  350cc:  Gary  Edmond 
I)  13th  350cc:  Frank  Gallo  (KTM)  5th 
ix:  Jeff  Hill  (KTM)  18th  500cc;  Larry 
seler  (Hus)  22nd  500cc;  Barry  Higgins 
li)  25th  500cc;  Frank  Piasecki.  Jr. 
M)  32nd  500cc:  Bob  Pbpiel  (Hus)  33rcl 
:c;  A.  C.  Bakken  (Hus)  37th  500cc: 
I  Schuler  (Hus)  38th  500cc:  Dennis 
se  (Yam)  40th  500cc; 
ILVER:  Steve  Whitworth  (Hus)  66th 
:c:  Jack  Penton  (KTM)  67th  250cc; 
ce  Kenny  (Hus)  47th  500cc;  Russ 
■ell  (KTM)  59th  500cc;  Mike  Melton 
s)  72nd  250cc. 

ROPHY  TEAM:  1.  Czechoslovakia:  2. 
[jcrmany:  3.  England:  4.  Holland:  5. 
.A.;  6.  Pbland:  7.  Italy:  8.  W.  Ger- 
ly;  9.  Australia:  10.  Switzerland:  11. 
nee:  12.  Belgium:  13.  Sweden:  14.  Aus- 
;  15.  Finland:  16.  Canada. 
ASE:  1.  Italy:  2.  Pftland:  3.  Czechoslo- 
p-4.5^holIand:  5.  W.  Germany:  6. 
pand:  7.  Spain:  8.  Canada:  9.  Sweden; 
Belgium:  11.  Australia:  12.  Finland: 
Switzerland:  14.  E.  Germany;  ,15. 
I.A.;  16.  France. 

:LUB  TEAM:  1.  Motoclub  Italia  A;  6, 
FRA  (Jeff  Fredette.  Gary  Edmond, 
nk  Piasecki,  Jr.);  11.  Ft.  Hood  Dirt 
ers  (Tom  Krehbiel.  Steve  Hess.  Dennis 
icccar):  17,  Cycle  Nuts  and  Bolts  (Ron 
nastus,  Russ  Powell.  Dan  Schuler):  18, 
ited  Enduro  Assn.  (Kevin  Piasecki. 
'e  Whitworth,  Bruce  Kenny):  19.  Perry 
I.  M.C.  (Mike  Melton,  Barry  Higgins. 
:.  Bakken).  ,  _ 

..-.iff.-  ,  .i:..'.-  ^fo: 
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If  you  may  have  missed  an  issue  of  CYCLE  WORLD 
you've  got  some  catching  up  to  do.  A  glance  over 
this  list  of  our  last  12  issues  is  bound  to  reveal 
more  than  one  article  you  wish  you'd  read.  The 
handy  coupon  makes  it  a  cinch  to  order  any  or  all  of 
these  back  issues  direct  by  mail. 


10122  JUNE  '77 

Tests:  Honda  750F2.  Honda  750A,  Suzuki 
GS400,  Yamaha  XS400  and  Fork  Fixes  for 
street  Yamaha 

10123  JULY  '77 

Tests:  Honda  GL1000,  Yamaha  IT175,  Can- 
Am  s  Qualifier,  MX-3  and  T  NT 

10124  AUGUST  '77 

Tests:  Morini  Sports  V-Twin,  Suzuki  CS550, 
Ossa  Super  Pioneer  250  and  Bultaco  Pur- 
sang  370 

10125  SEPTEMBER  '77 

Tests:  Husky's  Parts-Plus  360WR 
Buyers  Guide:  Gear  Bags  Travel-Tested 

10126  OCTOBER  '77 

Track  Testing  Suzuki  s  Rfk1250C;  550  Honda 
Four,  Yamaha  DT125E  —  The  10  best  bikes 
of  77 

10127  NOVEMBER  '77 

Tests:  Ducati  500GTL,  Honda  CM185,  Laver- 
da  Jota  1000  and  l^aico  400WR 

10128  DECEMBER  '77 

Tests:  Yamaha  XS500E,  Kawasaki  KZ1000 
Z1-R,  Harley-Davidson  250  H^ix  — Cold  weath- 
er gear  guide 

10129  JANUARY  '78 

Tests:  Sachs  GS250  Enduro,  Kawasaki  KL250, 
BMW  R80'7—  Rebuild  your  disc  brakes 

10130  FEBRUARY  '78 

Tests:  Springsteen  s  XR750,  Harley  Low 
Rider,  Husqvarna  250  —  Honda  Elsinore 
CR250R  —  Rx  for  wire  wheels 

10131  MARCH  '78 

Tests:  Suzuki  GS1000,  Can-Am  MX4,  Yamaha 
RD400E,  Full-Dress  XS750E 


10132  APRIL  '76 

Tests:  Honda  GBX,  Yamaha  IT250,  Maico  450 
and  Triumph  Bonneville 

10133  MAY  '78 

Tests:  Husqvarna  OR390,  Honda  CX500. 
Kawasaki  KZ1000,  Suzuki  RfVI4000,  Ducati 
Darmah  900 

10134  JUNE  '78 

Big  Four  250  fWlotocross  test  —  SWN  R100S 
—  Right  from  the  crate,  Bright  Lights  for  the 
open  Road 

Keep  those  back  issues  jn  pnme  condition  by 
putting  them  in  these  sturdy  lucite  library 
cases.  They  hold  12  issues  —  a  full  year  and 
are  durable  and  washable.  Save  by  ordering 
more  than  one. 

1  case  60292  —  S8.95  2  cases  60291  — 
$16.95  3  cases  60290  -  S24.95  add  $1.25 
postage  and  handling  per  case. 


RO.  Box  C734,  524  Myrtle  Ave. 
Pratt  station,  Brooklyn,  N.Y  11205 


D  00060 


Please  send  me  the  back  Issues  indicated  below  at  $1.25  plus  60;  postage  and  handling 
per  issue. 

Number   Month   Number   Month  

Number  


Month. 


.  Number. 


.  Month. 


Lucite  cases:  □  1  case  60292— $8.95  □  2  cases  60291- 
add  81.25  postage  and  handling  per  case. 


-$16.95    □  3  cases  60290  — $24.95 


Price  $_ 


Name. 


Sales  Tax_ 

Postage  

Total  $  


Address- 
City  


State - 


Zip. 


'please  PRINT  IN  INK  THIS  IS  YOI IR 


GREAT  ON  THE  STREET, 
GREAT  IN  THE  DIRT! 


&  HYDRON 

CYCLING  PRODUCTS 


Notional  Hydron  Incorporated 
a  national  patent  company 
PO  Box  222-East  Petersburg,  PA  17520 
717/569-8711 


SHIPPING  LABEL  . 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 

I  enclose  $ 


CW-1 


ZIP 


(check  or 


money  order )  Please  send  me  iMe 
lollowing 

□  Color  Lit-Pack.  Decals  &  Patch 
($2  00) 

□  VXL  T-Shin  While  on  Blue  ($4  00) 
Specify  size  S/M/L/XL   

PA  residents  add  6%  sales  lax  Otier 
expires  December  31  1979  Allow 
4  weeks  for  delivery 
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rorial 


continued  from  page  95 


CR125R 


Not  quite  a  replicifraOTv^f 
the  RC-style  frame,  that  is,  like  the  CR250 
with  lighter  tubes  and  gussets.  The  frame  is 
revised  to  use  a  23-in.  front  wheel  aod  tii 
of  Honda's  claw  pattern.  Sv  ^ 

The  engine  isn't  exactly  a  factory  rep-  H;. 
lica.  The  factory  has  had  a  selection  of 
experimental  125  motocross  engines  fof^' 
the  past  several  years.  The  one  picked  for  |iV 
production  has  been  around  in  various 
forms  since  1976.  It's  fitted  with  the  waffle- 
pattern  reed  valve,  and  a  32mm  carb  and  is 
=  rated  at  24  bhp  at  10.000  rpm.  Forks  allow  - 
11  in.  of  wheel  travel  and  use  the  four-bolt 
axle  clamp  seen  on  the  other  dirt  bikes. 
'  The  swing  arm  pivot  is  2.5  iri.  fiotti  the  ^ 
countershaft  sprocket  and  has  needle  bear-  i,; 
;  ings.  The  steering  stem  has  tapered  roller  fS 
f  bearings,  the  rear  brake  has  a  full-floating  , , 
hub.  From  the  specs  the  CR125  bears  out 
Honda's  claim  that  they've  kept  out  of  the 
;  125  market  until  they  believed  they  coul<J  lij 
;  match  the  other  factories,  inch  for  inch 
and  horse  for  horse. 


CR125R 


XL125S 

More  of  the  same.  It's  an  improved 
version  of  the  good  ol'  XL  125.  with  six- 
speed  trans.  There  are  leading-axle  forks, 
inverted  shocks  and  more  wheel  travel, 
along  with  a  21-in.  front  wheel  and  regular 
trials  tires.  Weight  is  given  as  229  lb.  dry. 
The  XL  185  is  mighty  close  to  this  figure. 
Presumably  because  of  that,  there  is  no 
XR 125:  why  not  get  the  same  size  machine 
with  extra  power? 

CR250R 

Billed  as  a  new  model,  the  CR250  is 
mostly  improvements  for  1979  and  most  of 
the  listed  30-plus  changes  are  minor  ones, 
undetectable  to  the  untrained  rider. 

Most  important  and  useful  is  a  new  reed 
valve  system.  Honda  has  patented  a  grid 
pattern  reed:  picture  a  thin  rectangular 
pancake  with  a  waffle  glued  to  it.  Inspired 
by  an  insect's  wing,  we  are  told. 

What  the  design  does  is  allow  the  reed  to 
follow  and  control  the  intake  pulses  more 
closely.  This  makes  the  intake  timing  more 
precise.  The  porting  has  been  modified  to 
work  with  this  precision  and  the  result  is 
one  more  bhp  all  the  way  along  the  en- 
gine's useful  rev  range. 

Suspension  tuning  is  changed,  with 
stifler  fork  springs  and  rear  shock  rebound 
damping  backed  off  some,  for  smoother 
action  at  lower  speeds.  The  front  axle  is 
fastened  with  a  four-boll  cap  on  the  right: 
the  designers  say  a  firmly  fixed  and  rigid 
axle  does  more  for  cornering  precision 
than  do  thicker  stanchion  tubes.  Thrown 
chains  plagued  the  Honda  team  last  sea- 
.son  and  the  '79  CRs  have  a  guidance 
system  near  the  swing  arm  pivot  and 
sealed-bearing  roller  wheels. 

As  a  final  touch,  despite  all  the  changes 
and  despite  the  tradition  that  each  model 
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change  adds  weight,  the  factory  .says  the 
new  CR250  weighs  exactly  48  grams  less 
than  the  '78. 


CARRYOVERS 

The  largest.  Horfda  is  of  course  the  Gold 
Wing,  a  success  since  it  was  introduced  and 
not  much  changed  since  then.  For  1979 
there  are  some  minor  items  moved  about, 
and  the  exhaust  has  been  revised  back 
toward  quiet  and  that's  just  about  the  list. 

For  the  record,  the  completely  new  750 
would  have  required  even  more  work  if 
there  was  to  be  a  semi-automatic  version. 
The  previous  750A  was  good  engineering 
in  the  wrong  place,  for  most  riders,  and 
there  is  no  750  with  two-speed  and  con- 
verter for  1979. 


It's  a  bit  harsh  to  call  the  CX50i 
carryover.  New  last  year,  the  complei 
different  water-cooled  Twin  got  off  t. 
slow  start  but  is  now  .selling  well,  as  we 
have  come  to  appreciate  the  sound  r 
chine  beneath  the  unusual  lines. 

There  were  some  running  changes  d 
ing  the  1978  model  year,  mostly  because 
quality  control  problems,  but  the  b; 
CX500  remains  as  it  was. 

There  are  two  added  CX500  models; 
500D.  with  more  steeply  stepped  seat, 
in.  rear  wheel  and  black-highlighled  Cc 
Star  wheels,  and  the  CX500C.  with  all, 
above  plus  a  teardrop  lank,  shorts  mufi" 
and  pull-back  handlebars.  Both  the  ad' 
models  leave  off  the  standard  versi< 
headlight  nacelle  and  the  custom  sou 
uncoincidentally  like  the.  er.  other 
Twin.  I 

In  the  .same  vein,  the  Hawk  400s  c 
linue  in  basic,  with  drum  brakes,  \ 
wheels  and  kick  start:  the  Type  11.  v 
ComStars  and  front  disc  and  electric  st 
the  CM400T.  a  styled  Hawk  with  hig 
bars  and  16-in.  rear  wheel  and  highligF 
wheels,  and  the  CM400A.  the  scmi-ai 
matic.  This  last  has  done  well,  as  therej 
buyers  in  the  400  cla.ss  who  appreciate 
ease  of  clutchle.ss  shifting  and  riding. 

The  other  real  street  bike  is  the  CB I 
the  four-stroke  Single  for  the  new, 
young,  or  budget-conscious  biker  1 
little  machine,  as  always.  The  XLIOOS 
smaller  version,  with  dual-purpose  pi 
sions.  that  is.  high  fenders,  trials  tires 
The  19  and  17-in.  wheels  bring  the  XL 
into  the  growing-child  class  as  well 
XL75  is  the  street-legal  kid  bike  and 
XR80  is  the  dirt-only  kid  bike,  as  revie 
last  month  but  with  a  bit  more  displ 
menl.  Styling  here  is  to  match  the  big  ) 
why  don't  they  give  the  kids  a  tool  b, 
least,  do  you  suppose? 


Cl'; 


OFF-ROAD 


1 

Suspcittioii 

burs  IfVISm 

ffffSI|ni  DHS, 

TrsfisniBsion, 

Frant/Rur 

mimlMr  ttf 

Mate  t  Modtl 

ItHC 

Fra<rt/Rur,  in. 

fy*l),  lb. 

percant 

ipaads 

taco  Alpina  350 

8-  /8 

I  \  .0 

6.7/6.6 

239 

44/55 

5 

taco  Pursang  370 

o- 1  1 

A\  17* 

9.0/9.5 

232 

45.5/54.5 

5 

i-Am  Qualifier  175 

/-  lo 

na 

8.7/6.8 

247 

43.5/56.5 

6 

i-Am  250  MX-4 

J-  /o 

17  1*  ■ 

9.8/9.8 

231 

45/55 

5 

Ida  CR250R 

D-  /o 

na 

11.5/11.4 

224 

46.5/53.5 

5 

sqvama  250CR 

na 

9.3/9.8 

233 

45.5/54.5 

6 

sqvama  390CR 

1  77 

i-  1  1 

est.  41 

9.5/10.0 

233.5 

46.9/53.1 

6 

sqvama  390OR 

5-78 

na 

9.6/10.0 

243 

46.5/53.5 

6 

vasaki  KXI25 

7-78 

26.9* 

9.0/8.5 

191 

44/56 

6 

6-78 

40* 

on/0  1 

44/56 

5 

M  250  MC-5 

11-78 

34* 

10.5/9.0 

237 

46.5/53.3 

6 

ico  400WR 

1  1  77 
II-// 

43* 

9.0/9.0 

256 

47/53 

5 

ico  Magnum  450 

4-78 

48* 

10.0/10.0 

238 

47/53 

5 

ntesa  Cappra  360 

11-78 

na 

10.0/10.7 

243 

46.5/53.3 

4 

a  SP250 

0-11 

na 

6.9/5.0 

230 

45/55 

5 

hs  Hercules  GS250 

1-78 

32* 

8.5/5.1 

266 

44/56 

7 

uki  PE175 

9-78 

na 

8.9/9.0 

228 

46.5/53.5 

6 

r\D  "ym 
UKI  UKi /V 

8-78 

na 

7.3/5.8 

270 

42.5/57.5 

5 

UKI  KMZ3U-L2 

u-  /  o 

na 

9.8/10 

234 

45.5/54.5 

5 

UKI  KM4(J0b 

S-78 

J"  1 0 

na 

9.8/10.0 

246 

46/54 

5 

nana  1T175D 

1-11 

na 

7.7/7.3 

236 

46/54 

6 

nana  1 1 25U 

4-78 

32* 

8.2/7.2 

264 

44/56 

6 

naha  YZ250E 

6-78 

na 

9.9/9.6 

22e 

46.5/53.5 

6 

naha  YZ400D 

3-77 

41.3* 

8.25/8.5 

237 

43.5/56.5  est.  5 

STREET 

Brakkif 

QMrttr- 

SpMd 

Dtttancc 

Curb  Waif  ht 

Fiat 

MM*, 

after 

froiR 

(«/half-tank 

^otmimirtioa, 

Imc 

sec 

%  mi. 

to  mpli,  ft. 

fiiaO,lb. 

MM 

W  R65 

12-78 

14.31 

104 

123 

455 

45.6 

W  R80/7 

1-78 

13.72 

107 

125 

486 

41.6 

W  RIOOS 

6-78 

13.03 

112 

126 

487 

39.3 

:ati  500 

11-77 

14.92 

95 

132 

433 

44 

:ati  Darmah  900 

5-78 

12.98 

111 

134 

500 

41.7 

■ley- Davidson  Sportster  1-77 

14.22 

113 

156 

508 

50 

iaka  175SL 

7-78 

17.89 

69 

144 

282 

42 

Ida  Hawk  CB400T2 

9-11 

14.57 

99 

118 

396 

47.4 

Ida  CBX 

4-78 

11.46 

134 

132 

581 

32 

[Ida  CX500 

5-78 

13.% 

104 

138.5 

467 

52.7 

[Ida  GL 1000 

10-78 

13.52 

111 

136 

641 

42 

Ida  XL250S 

8-78 

16.56 

80 

149 

278 

60 

vasaki  KL250 

1-78 

17.46 

77 

146.5 

293 

70 

vasaki  KZ200 

2-78 

18.45 

74 

133 

294 

66 

vasaki  KZ650SR 

8-78 

13.40 

105 

136 

501 

45.9 

vasaki  KZ750 

9-78 

14.12 

104 

132 

506 

52.5 

vasaki  KZIOOO 

5-78 

12.10 

123 

135 

554 

42.7 

'erda  Zeta  500 

7-78 

14.05 

97 

123 

397 

38.9 

Tida  Jota  1200 

9-78 

12.14 

124 

132 

527 

37.4 

uki  GS550C 

4-78 

13.86 

104 

119 

466 

42.6 

uki  GS750 

1-77 

12.83 

112 

141 

511 

40 

uki  GSIOOO 

3-78 

11.83 

123 

136 

536 

41.7 

uki  SP370 

9-78 

15.59 

84 

137 

287 

52.1 

imph  Bonneville  750 

4-78 

13.86 

103 

126 

425 

42 

naha  RD400E 

3-78 

14.12 

99 

122 

375 

44 

naha  SR500 

1-78 

15.22 

90 

131 

383 

53.5 

naha  XS750E 

7-78 

12.93 

114 

129 

549 

49.5 

naha  XSUOO 

2-78 

11.78 

126 

130.5 

601 

40.3 

naha  XT500 

9-78 

15.19 

89 

137 

319 

51 

e  test  you're  interested  In  missing  from  your  library?  Back  issues  are  available  from  Cycle  World  Reader  Service 
t.,  1  Fawcett  Place,  Greenwich.  CT.  06830.  Back  issues  are  $1.50  each,  plus  50*  per  order  for  postage  and 
liing. 


BOOTS 


Specially  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider: 
crafted  by  FR'>^E  exclusively  for  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLD  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  htight;  roomy  u|uare  toe 

•  Harness  strap  with  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  laathti  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  Scuff  resistant  leather  toe  cap 

•  Special  reinforced  steel  shank 
under  arch 

•  Deep  deated  VIBRAM'^  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand- 
stained  brown  cowhide  iwith  Uacli 
toe  cap 

•  Sizes  6  thru  14;  widths  B.  0,  E,  EE 


$79.50  per  paH  phis 
$3.00  shipping. 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  IMC. 

Dept.  C47  ,  P.O.  Box  468       Brockton,  Man.  02403^ 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 
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RACE  WATGH 

Springsteen  is  AMA  Champion  again;  Hannah  gets 
charitable;  Vance  and  Suzuki  win  Pro  Stock  title; 
Cecotto  sews  up  F750  crown;  Collins  turns  199.55 
mph  in  standing  start  quarter  mile. 


SPRINGSTEEN  TAKES  THIRD  CHAMPIONSHIP  BY  FIVE  POINTS 


Jay  Springsteen  and  Miss  Camel  Pro,  Lynn 
Griff  is,  celebrate  Springsteen's  ttiird  Grand 
National  Ctiampionship. 

It  was  the  closest  AMA  Grand  National/ 
Camel  Pro  Series  finish  ever,  with  Steve 
Ekiund  almost  becoming  the  first  privateer 
to  win  the  Championship.  When  it  all 
came  down  to  the  Ascot  half  mile,  defend- 
ing champion  Jay  Springsteen  led  Ekiund 
by  one  point.  But  when  the  dust  settled  on 
Ascot.  Springsteen  had  won  the  race  and 
the  title  for  the  third  time,  leaving  Ekiund 
second  at  the  flag  and  second  in  points. 

Ekiund  had  led  Springsteen  by  17  points 
after  the  two  Indianapolis  miles,  finishing 
third  behind  Garth  Brow  and  Hank  Scott 
on  Saturday  night  (Springsteen  didn't 
qualify>and  fifth  on  Sunday,  behind  Hank 
Scott.  Brow.  Ted  Boody,  and  Steve  More- 
head,  and  ahead  of  Corky  Keener  and 
Springsteen. 

Neither  Ekiund  nor  Springsteen  fin- 
ished the  Loudon  rpad  race,  where  Spring- 
steen's leaking  XR750  oiled  the  track  and 
caused  half  a  dozen  riders  to  bail.  Dale 
Singleton  won  the  restart;  Ekiund  and 
Springsteen  retired. 

But  Eklund's  effort  stumbled  at  the  Syr- 


Jay  Springsteen  brought  out  an  old  Harley- 
Davidson  road  racer  in  his  search  for  points. 
He  didn 't  finish,  but  did  oil  the  racetrack. 

acuse  mile.  Ekiund  and  tuner  Tom  Hasler 
were  working  on  an  engine  change  be- 
tween Eklund's  semi  and  the  main  event, 
counting  on  the  time  normally  given  to  the 
trophy  race  to  allow  them  to  finish  the 
powerplant  swap.  But  worried  about  ap- 
proaching bad  weather  and  impending 
darkness,  the  referee  switched  the  pro- 
gram, suddenly  scheduling  the  Main  event 
first.  Eklund's  bike  fired  up  just  after  his 
two-minute  delay  grace  ended,  and  he 
wasn't  allowed  to  start.  Springsteen  won 
and  regained  his  points  lead. 

By  finishing  sixth  to  Eklund's  eighth  at 
the  Columbus  half  mile  (won  by  Steve 
Morehead).  Springsteen  stretched  his  mar- 
gin from  three  points  to  five  points.  Ekiund 
made  up  four  of  those  margin  points  with 
his  fifth  at  the  second  San  Jose  mile,  where 
Brow  won  and  Springsteen  finished  ninth. 

At  Ascot.  Springsteen  laughed  and 
joked  with  well-wishers  in  the  Harley- 
Davidson  pits,  confident  that  one  of  his 
two  XR750s  would  do  the  job.  Ekiund 
brooded,  sitting  on  an  ice  chest  as  Hasler 


/  / 


Steve  El<lund  came  close  to  becoming 
first  privateer  to  win  the  AMA  title,  but  c 
isn't  quite  enough. 

and  assorted  volunteer  helpers  workcq 
Eklund's  sole  Harley-Davidson.  The  ti 
the  long  privateer  versus  factory  battle 
showing. 

Both  Springsteen  and  Ekiund  c 
from  behind  at  Ascot,  passing  early  I 
crs  Gary  Scott  and  Terry  Poovey.  Spi 
steen  won  even  though  Ekiund.  loo 
very  smooth  in  contrast  to  Springst.. 
rough  style,  closed  up  a  bit  at  the 
Poovey  was  third.  Scott  fourth. 


FINAL  POINT  STANDINGS 
CAMEL  PRO  SERIES 

1.  Jay  Springsteen  

2.  Steve  Ekiund  

3.  Hank  Scott   

4.  Ted  Boody  

5.  Garth  Brow  :.L.  

6.  Gary  Scott  

7.  Steve  Morehead  

8.  Corky  Keener  

9.  Skip  Aksiand  

10.  Mike  Kidd  
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Pfiolos  by  John 


[ANNAH  WINS  OLYMPIAD, 
NATES  PURSE  TO  CHARITY 

>b  Hannah  won  the  Motorcycle  Olym- 
Diad— a  motorcycle  decathalon— and 
ited  the  $10,000  first  place  money  to 
Muscular  Dystrophy  Foundation.  In 
(hort  Track,  and  TT  events  (both  won 
ildie  Lawson),  Hannah  finished  llth 
1 6th  respectively.  But  Hannah  won  the 
s  Country  and  Motocross  events,  and 
ninth  in  the  drag  race  to  end  up  tied  in 
ts  with  Kawasaki's  Jimmy  Weinert. 
nah  got  the  overall  based  on  more 
t  wins.  In  overall  standings,  Hannah 
Weinert  were  followed  by  John 
iley.  Rex  Staten,  John  Gennai,  Jeff 
1,  Rick  Hocking,  Rich  Eierstedt,  Brad 
jey  and  Gaylon  Mosier. 


VANCE  AND  SUZUKI  TAKE  PRO  STOCK  CHAMPIONSHIP 


Terry  Vance  won  the  International  Drag 
Bike  Assn.  (IDBA)  Pro  Stock  cham- 
pionship for  the  third  consecutive  year, 
setting  both  ends  of  the  national  record 
with  a  9.00  sec.  @  147.05  mph  pass.  It  was 
Vance's  first  championship  with  the  R.C. 
Engineering  Suzuki  GSIOOO,  but  probably 
not  his  last— Vance  and  tuner  Byron  Hines 
signed  with  U.S.  Suzuki  Motor  Corp.  to 
campaign  a  GSIOOO  Pro  Stocker  and  a 
GSIOOO-based  Top  Fuel  machine  in  1979. 
Vance  won  his  previous  IDBA  champion- 
ships with  an  R.C.  Engineering  Kawasaki, 
as  well  as  the  American  Motorcycle  Drag 
Racing  Assn.  (AMDRA)  Pro  Stock  Cham- 
pionship (prior  to  that  organization's  fold- 
ing and  the  establishment  of  IDBA). 


AMERICANS  AT  BOL  D'OR 


roblems  hampered  two  American 
teams  at  the  24  hours  of  Bol  d'Or.  the 
d's  premier  endurance  race,  held  an- 
ly  in  France.  The  Yoshimura  R&D  of 
rica  team  of  Ron  Pierce  and  Wes 
ey  ran  third  on  an  1  lOOcc  Suzuki 
000   until   mechanical  problems 
oed  the  bike  in  the  second  hour.  Pierce 
forced  to  push  the  bike  almost  three 
s  into  the  pits— without  help,  to  com-  | 
vith  the  rules.  ^ 
'ter  lengthy  repairs,  the  Yoshimura  f 
iki  went  out  again.  The  lost  time  ^ 
It  that  Cooley  and  Pierce  weren't  in  ^ 
lunt,  so  they  amused  themselves  by  » 
ng  giant  wheelies  for  the  crowd.  More 
lanical  problems  finally  sidelined  the 
for  good. 

irry  Klinzmann  took  the  place  of  Dale 


Ron  Pierce  (shown)  and  Wes  Cooley  were 
too  far  behind  after  alternator  repairs  to  be 
competitive,  so  they  turned  to  showmanship 
with  wheelies  for  the  crowd. 


Singleton  (injured  at  Laguna  Seca)  to  ride 
a  factory  Honda  997cc  16-valve  RCB  Four 
with  David  Emde.  Carburetion  and  han- 
dling problems  hindered  the  young  Ameri- 
cans, but  they  still  managed  to  finish  ninth. 

The  detuned,  light-equipped  TZ750 
Yamaha  of  Patrick  Pons  and  Christian 
Sarron  led  the  race  for  17  hours  before  the 
crankshaft  broke.  Pons  and  Sarron  turned 
laps  times  about  four  seconds  a  lap  faster 
than  the  next  machine,  the  works  Honda 
of  Christian  Leon  and  Jean  Claude  Chem- 
arin. 

Leon  and  Chemarin  won  the  event  fol- 
lowed by  the  fellow  Honda  works  teams  of 
Hubert  Rigal/Jacques  Luc  and  Stan 
Woods/Charlie  Williams.  Eight  of  the  first 
10  machines  were  Hondas. 


BALDWIN  WINS  MOSPORT  F750;  CECOTTO  TAKES  F750  CHAMPIONSHIP 

ike  Baldwin  posted  his  most  impres- 
sive win  to  date  when  he  beat  Kenny 
srts  in  both  heats  of  the  final  F750 
Id   Championship   race   held  at 
port  Park  in  Ontario,  Canada.  Yvon 
iamel  came  out  of  retirement  once 
1  to  finish  third  on  a  Kawasaki,  Skip 
and  was  fourth  and  Johnny  Cecotto 
iied  fifth  overall  to  become  the  new 
)  World  Champion, 
ildwin's  phenomenal  ride  was  over- 
owed  by  an  accident  during  Saturday 
ling's  qualifying  session  which  took 
ife  of  AMA  regular  Avrum  Gudelsky 
sent  Steve  Baker  and  Belgian  rider 
er  Derodragues  to  the  hospital.  Baker  g 
vhen  his  bike  went  into  a  slide  just  over  |. 
rest  of  corner  2,  a  fast,  blind,  downhill  ^ 
lander.  He  bounced  off  the  guardrail  | 
the  track  where  Conrad  Urfoanowski  ^ 
unable  to  avoid  him  and  ran  over  his  | 
Urbanowski  managed  to  stay  on  his  f 
but  Gudelsky  and  Derodragues  were     Johnny  Cecotto  finished  fourth  in  one  segment  and  sixth  in  another,  but  won  the  F750  World 
is  fortunate.  Two  other  riders  picked  >  Championship  by  five  points. 
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The  superbike  evolution 
turns  to  revolution. 

Mew  Honda  CB750K. 


/body  knows  when  the  super- 
era  began . . .  and  whose  name 
on  the  ground-breaking 
line  that  started  it  all. 
HI,  big  things  have  just  hap- 
d  again,  and  the  nameplate's 
he  same.  The  1979  Honda 
)0K  is  an  original  new  motor- 
that's  breaking  fresh  ground 
?  750  class. 

l-racing  heritage. 

Ja  has  drawn  upon  its 


immensely  successful  road-racing 
program  to  design  the  new 
CB750K  engine.  The  larger  DOHC 
power  plant  carries  four-valves- 
per-cylinder,  directly  inspired  by 
Honda's  race-winning  RGBs;  this 
freer-breathing  design  contributes 
to  the  greatly  improved  power- 
band.  Displacement  is  up  to  749  cc. 
There's  a  new  Pointless  Inductive 
ignition  system  for  fewer  parts, 
hotter  sparks.  Fuel  metering  is  im- 
proved via  four  30  mm  Constant- 
Velocity  carburetors  equipped 
with  an  accelerator  pump. 

Comfort  more  than  seat-deep. 

Designing  a  civilized,  responsive 
bike  involves  far  more  than  just 
the  power  plant.  A  deeper  look  at 
the  CB750K  reveals  genius  above 
and  beyond  mere  specs. 

The  engine's  surrounded  '\ 
by  a  redesigned  double  * 
cradle  frame  that  red-  ^ 
uces  seat  height. 
The  special  suspen- 
sion includes  low- 
friction  front  forks 
and  Honda's 
own  FVQ 
two-stage 
rear  shocks 
with  five 


New  00HCl6-valve  cylinder  head. 

spring  pre-load  settings.  Rider 
comfort  is  also  a  prime  con- 
sideration in  the  new  stepped, 
deeply  padded  seat. 

Classic  In  detail. 

This  is  unquestionably  a  finely 
built  machine. 

The  finish  is  Honda-quality. . . 
and  that  says  it  all.  From  rich  new 
paint  to  the  CB750K's 
unmistakable  signa- 
^>s^  ture,  the  gleaming, 
/       four-into-four,  chromed 
exhaust  system. 


The  handsome  new  instrument 
panel  includes  a  quick  push- 
button reset  trip-meter  There's  a 
pair  of  new  Honda-designed  low- 
vibration  mirrors.  Even  taillights 
and  turn  signals  are  new  for  1979. 

The  new  Honda  CB750K.  And  we 
do  mean  new.  It's  a  case  of  classic 
design  outdoing  itself.  And  remember, 
always  ride  with  safety  on  your  mind. 


Always,  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  Model  availability  may  be  limited.  For 
free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
Dept.  CWI9K,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247. 
See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  dealer  ©1979  AHM. 

HONDA 

coiNC  strong! 


their  way  through  the  mess  before  the  red 
flag  was  finally  shown. 

The  accident  sparked  concern  over  the 
safety  aspects  of  the  bumpy,  slippery 
Mosport  circuit.  The  track  has  little  run-off 
room  and  what  there  is  usually  terminates 
in  either  guardrail  or  concrete,  a  require- 
ment for  the  car  races  also  held  there. 
Roberts  asked  that  extra  haybales  be 
placed  at  strategic  points  and  this  was 
done,  but  several  riders  remained  detuned 
the  rest  of  the  weekend. 

Race  day  was  cold  and  windy  with  a 
strong  chance  of  rain,  and  although  the 
track  was  dry  for  the  first  750  heat,  most  of 
the  riders  chose  intermediate  tires  for  their 
front  wheels. 

Roberts  needed  an  overall  win  com- 
bined with  a  lower  than  6th  place  finish  by 
Cecotto  to  win  the  championship.  His 
hopes  were  dashed  by  the  second  turn  of 
the  first  lap  however,  as  he  watched  Bald- 
win motor  off  into  the  distance.  Over  the 
first  eleven  laps  Baldwin  lowered  the  lap 
record  five  times,  finishing  a  full  two  sec- 
onds under  Baker's  old  record  at  1.39:47. 
He  pulled  away  from  Roberts  by  three  to 
four  seconds  a  lap  and  by  the  end  of  the 
25-lap  heat  was  49  seconds  ahead.  Roberts 
duelled  with  DuHamel  for  10  laps  until  he 
broke  clear,  finishing  10  seconds  in  front  of 


the  Kawasaki.  Some  20  seconds  further 
back,  Cecotto  and  Aksland  were  locked  in 
a  fierce  battle  for  fourth.  Aksland  forged 
his  way  ahead  several  times  but  at  the 
finish  it  was  Cecotto  by  a  second.  John 
Long  was  a  lonely  sixth,  last  man  to  be 
lapped.  Rich  Schlacter  had  an  ignition  coil 
fail  on  the  warm-up  lap  and  gave  up  after 
seven  laps. 

Everyone  expected  Roberts  to  go  Better 
in  the  second  heat  and  he  did,  but  Baldwin 
was  still  in  control.  Baldwin  charged  into 
the  lead  once  again  with  Roberts  about 
three  seconds  behind.  Roberts  halved  that 
margin  on  lap  7  but  Baldwin  responded  by 
lowering  the  lap  record  once  again  and 
pulled  away,  finishing  first  by  24  seconds. 
DuHamel,  Cecotto,  Aksland,  Long  and 
Steve  Gervais  were  running  nose  to  tail  in  a 
scrap  for  third.  Gervais,  a  young  Canadian 
in  his  first  year  of  750  racing,  finished  1 1th 


in  the  first  heat  after  two  stops,  once  tc 
carburetor  problems  and  again  when 
zipper  on  his  leathers  came  undone, 
lap  8  he  and  Aksland  pulled  away  from 
rest  of  the  group  and  six  laps  later  Ger 
uncorked  a  1.39:51,  passed  Skipper 
crossed  the  line  third,  10  seconds  beh 
Roberts.  DuHamel  was  left  by  himsel 
fifth  place  about  five  seconds  clear  of 
Cecotto- Long  duel.  Long  passed  Cec< 
on  lap  7  but  the  new  World  Champ 
repassed  on  lap  15  and  stayed  there. 

Long  might  have  been  tired  after  v 
ning  both  the  Superbike  race  on  Satur 
and  the  250  race  held  between  the 
heats.  After  the  GP,  Long  received  a  1 
ken  arm  in  the  125  race  when  1 1  of  th( 
starters  fell  at  the  second  corner.  The 
approaching  darkness  forced  cancella 
of  the  race  after  one  lap— a  fitting  endin 
a  fouled  up  weekend.       —  Kenr  Peter 


Mike  Baldwin  won  both  legs  of  the  Mosport 
F750  race,  lowering  the  track  record  several 
times. 


LACKEY  TO  RIDE  KAWASAKI 

America's  great  500cc  GP  hope  Brad 
Lackey  has  announced  his  intention 
to  sign  with  Kawasaki  for  1979.  Riding  a 
Honda,  Lackey  finished  the  SOOcc  moto- 
cross  World  Championship  series  second 
in  points  —  behind  only  Yamaha's  Heikki 
Mikkola  — in  1978. 


F750  RESULTS 

RIDER 

FINISHES  BIKE 

1.  Mike  Baldwin 

I-l 

Yam 

2.  Kenny  Roberts 

2-2 

Yam 

3.  Yvon  DuHamel 

3-5 

Kaw 

4.  Skip  Aksland 

5-4 

Yam 

5.  John  Cecotto 

4-6 

Yam 

6.  John  Long 

6-7 

Yam 

FINAL  F750  POINTS 

RIDER 

POIN 

1.  Cecotto 

97 

2.  Roberts 

92 

3.  Sarron 

57 

4.  Bonera 

53 

5.  Pons 

40 

6.  Baker 

38 

KAWASAKI  ROCK  AND  ROLLS  THROUGH  ELVIS  COUNTRY 


Sid  Pogue  and  his  Kawasaki  21 -R  took  the  Pro  Stock  win  when  defending  champion 
Vance  missed  a  shift. 


Kenny  Anneseley  powered  his  double 
engine  Kawasaki  fueler  through  the 
quarter  mile  in  7.95  seconds  to  claim  the 
Top  Fuel  Eliminator  title  at  the  IDBA's 
Valvoline  Sunshine  Nationals  held  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee.  Anneseley,  spon- 
sored by  Motorcycles  Unlimited,  of 
Oklahoma  City,  won  after  Marion  Owens' 
double-engine  Harley  threw  a  drive  chain. 
Super  Eliminator  went  to  Sam  Wills'  sin- 
gle engine  fuel-injected  Kawasaki,  also 
sponsored  by  Motorcycles  Unlimited. 
Wills  clocked  an  8.77  sec.  @  155.37  mph 
win  over  Zip  Eakle's  Kawasaki. 

The  upset  of  the  weekend  was  the  defeat 
of  Pro  Stock  King  Terry  Vance  by  Sid 
Pogue  on  a  Kawasaki  Z 1-R.  Vance,  aboard 


the  R.C.  Engineering  GSIOOO  Su/ 
missed  a  shift  on  the  big  end  and  hai 
the  win  to  Pogue.  It  marked  just  the 
time  that  Vance  lost  a  professional  ra 
this  class  in  three  years.  Pogue  turn 
9.43  ET,  rides  for  his  own  machine 
and  hails  from  (where  else?)  Oklah 
City. 

The  Pro  Comp  title  also  went  lo 
wasaki.  R.C.  Engineering's  Joe  Ye 
topped  Kosman  Specialties'  Milie  I 
with  a  pass  of  9.10  seconds.  Ultra  !■ 
Eliminator  was  two  stroke  motor  w 
Paul  Gast  of  Grand  Island,  New  York 
pushed  his  H-2  Kawasaki  to  a  10.69  i 
win.  —Joel  Bi 
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COLLINS  TURNS  199.55  MPH  QUARTER-MILE 


Dollins  turned  7.62  sec.  at  199.55  mph 
standing  start  quarter  mile,  the  closest 
an  has  come  to  200  mph  on  a  motorcy- 

ss  Collins  set  a  new  Top  Fuel  NHRA 
'orld  record  for  motorcycles  at  the 
on  World  Finals  held  at  Ontario 
r  Speedway.  Collins  powered  his 
I  nitro  V-8  Honda  through  the  traps 
•.55  miles  per  hour  with  an  elapsed 
)!"  7.62  seconds.  To  establish  the  new 


Byron  Mines  is  the  engine-building  master- 
mind behind  Russ  Collins'  V-8  double  and 
Terry  Vance's  Suzuki  GS1000  Pro  Stocker 

record,  Collins  had  to  back  up  his  effort 
within  1%,  and  did  so  with  two  more  passes 
at  198.79  and  197.70  mph.  Collins  also 
took  Top  Fuel  Eliminator  over  Motorcy- 
cles Unlimited's  Ken  Anneseley  of  Okla- 
homa City.  —Joel  Breault 


HANNAH  WRAPS  UP  TRANS-AMA 


)r  the  first  time  in  the  eight-year 
listory  of  the  Trans-AMA  series,  an 
rican  has  won.  And  as  anybody  who 
'oUowed  motocross  this  year  might 
:t,  the  man  who  did  it  was  Bob 
rricane"  .Hannah,  Yamaha's  stellar 
)rmer.  Hannah's  incredible  season 
dy  included  winning  the  Supercross 
150  National  series  and  the  Motorcycle 
ipiad. 

mnah  won  the  first  five  races  in  the 
i-event  Trans-AMA  series  overall, 
:ing  up  eight  wins  in  a  total  of  10 
IS.  A  bad  start  and  involvement  in  a 
p  left  Hannah  seventh  in  the  first 
I  of  the  sixth  race  at  Lake  Whitney, 
s,  but  Hannah  came  back  to  win  the 
id  moto  and  tie  up  the  championship, 
lah  didn't  finish  either  moto  at  Sears 
t,  the  flnal  race,  after  crashing  and 
iging  his  bike  in  the  first  moto.  But 
lah  didn't  have  to  finish  —  he  already 
nough  points  to  take  the  title, 
jr-time  Trans-AMA  Champion  Roger 
ister  of  Belgium  finished  the  series 
:h  place. 


TRANS-AMA  POINTS 

Bob  Hannah  283 

RexStaten  219 

Graham  Noyce  205 

Marty  Tripes  175 

Tommy  Croft  164 

Roger  DeCoster  161 


The  view  competitors  typically  saw  of 
Bob  "Hurricane"  Hannah  during  1978  —  if 
they  got  this  close. 


TAKE  OUR  PROVEN. 
40  LESSON  HOME 
STUDY  COURSE. 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 
(8001 874-0645. 
IN  FLORIDA  CALL 
(904)  255  0295. 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  INSTITUTE 

1445  SKYTHOOPER  ROAD  -  DAYTONA  BEACH.  FL.  32014 
p-  —  —  —  —  SEND  MORE  INFORMtTION  TO  —  —  —  —  — 

InAIVIE  AGE   ■ 

J  ADDRESS  

jciTY  

I  STATE  ZIP  


I  PHONE  (. 


.VET. 


GENUINE  HONDA  PARTS 
24  HOUR  MAIL  UPS  SERVICE 
OUR  50th  ANNIVERSARY 

'  state  Year,  Model,  Engine  ft  Frame  Numbert. 
Our  new  parts  ft  accenorlee  Catalog  !•  available. 
I  Send  SI  lor  postage  and  handling.  $1.50  lor  air. 
184S  Undan  Blvd.,  Bklyn,  11207 
N.Y.  State  oall:  21S/2S7-0S30 


SMOKEY 


Repeat 
after  me, 
Only  you..*! 


I|  A  Public  Service  of  This  Magazine 
1 6i  The  Advertising  Council 
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CARBSTIX 

MERCURY  CARS  SYNCHRONIZER 


The  most  accurate  and  convenient  to  use 
carb-synchronizer  available. 


1995 

I  patented)  of 


with  the 
adapters 
supplied  the 
CARB  STIX  can 
be  used  on  all 
of  the  following: 


•  Kawasaki— all  four  strokes 

•  Honda— all  fours  and  360, 200  twins 

•  BMW— all  /6's,  n'%  and  S  Models 

•  Yamaha— XS750,  650,  500,  360 

•  Suzuki— GT-750, 550,  380 

•  MotoGuzzI— Laverda— Benelll 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 
SEND  CASH,  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER  TO: 

PASER  INSTRUMENTATION,  INC. 
4913  W.  Avalon  Dr.,  Phoenix,  Arizona  85031  D 
or  call  602-272-5444 
Dealer  inquiries  invited 


LEARN  IT  ALL  . . .  TME  MOf  CMIONAL  WATI 


TURN 
PRO! 


1  i'<un  it  rill  —  the  Professional  way. 
with  NTl  Industry  Training  Systems. 
NTI  is  A  professional  vocational  in 
stitution  dedicated  to  building  super 
trilent  in  motorcycle  mechanics 
and  related  fields. 


Approvvd  for  Velerant 

Call:  (301)  277-2286 

An  Accredited  Institution 


MnMALTaMICALIIISTmiTE 

4810 Calvert  Road:  College  Park.  Maryland 

NAME   

ADtmESS  

ITATI  

ACE  PHONE  


□  MAMIEO    □  SINGLE    □  I  AM  A  VtrtRAN 


Si_izujk:i 


oniimied  from  page  47 


tough  neighborhood,  and  in  order  to  sur- 
vive, has  to  have  the  best  equipment  avail- 
able. Priorities  seemed  to  sway  to  suspen- 
sion this  year,  as  the  125  has  11.2  inches 
travel  from  the  air-oil  forks  and  1 1  inches 
rear  wheel  travel.  The  boxed  swing  arm  is 
of  aluminum,  to  help  reduce  unsprung 
weight  plus  give  extra  strength  when  it 
counts.  Dry  weight  for  this  little  MXer  is 
claimed  by  Suzuki  to  be  187  pounds. 

The  I23cc  motor  has  a  compression 
ratio  of  8.1:1.  A  Mikuni  32mm  carb  is 
used,  and  the  six-speed  transmission  is 
retained.  Bore  and  stroke  is  54  by  54mm. 

Like  the  full  line  of  RMs,  the  125  shares 
the  same  eye-catching  styling  as  the  250/ 
400  models,  with  F.I.M.-mandated  num- 
ber plate  placement.  Fuel  capacity  is  1.7 
gallons  and  ground  clearance  is  13  4 
inches. 

RMIOO.  Although  the  1979  RMIOO  has 
the  same  displacement  (98cc)  as  last  year's 
model,  compression  ratio  has  been 
bumped  to  8.5:1  for  improved  perfor- 
mance. Styling,  too,  is  new  and  is  in  tune 
with  the  complete  RM  line. 

Suzuki  did  not  overlook  the  suspension 
of  the  100.  The  oil-damped  forks  deliver 
8.7  inches  of  travel,  while  the  rear  wheel 
has  a  full  8.5  inches  of  movement  before 
things  start  bottoming  out.  Although  con- 
sidered a  mini-racer,  the  RMIOO  has  a 
boxed  swing  arm  unit  for  better  handling. 
Dry  weight  is  claimed  at  183.  Wheelbase  is 
55.5  inches,  a  little  longer  than  last  year's 
bike,  and  ground  clearance  is  10.6  inches. 

RM80.  The  junior  bikes  have  the  same 
trick  styling  and  performance  features  as 
do  the  other  RMs.  This  tiny  racer  has  6.5 
inches  of  front  fork  movement,  and  5.8 
inches  in  the  rear.  The  2.75-17  front  and 
3.60-14  rear  wheels  hold  the  little  RM  8.7 
inches  from  the  ground.  Dry  weight  for  the 
RM80  is  137  pounds  light. 

RM50.  The  pee-wee  RM50,  although  a 
serious  racer  from  Suzuki,  looks  cuie.  But 
it  is  a  racer!  The  tiddler  single  has  49cc 
displacement  from  a  41  x  37.8mm  bore 
and  stroke.  A  five-speed  transmission 
transmits  the  power. to  the  rear  wheel  for 
the  toughest  of  conditions  a  young  rider 
may  encounter.  Fork  travel  is  a  staggering 
3.9  inches,  while  the  three-load  springs  in 
back  enable  the  rear  wheel  to  travel  3.4 
inches  with  controlled  movement.  Ground 
clearance  is  5.9  inches.  The  RM50  has 
2.50- 14  and  3.00-12  tires.  Dry  weight  is  123 
pounds.  A  heat  shield  on  the  muffler  and 
brightly  colored  "off'  switch  are  safety 
features  standard  on  this  beginner's  mod- 
el. H 


•  Mounting  Bracket 

•  All  Fiberglass 

•  Windshield 

•  Running  Lights 

•  Turn  Signals 

•  Pocket  Covers 
w/Pouch 


COMPLETE  $200.00 


•  Pocket  Liner 

•  Lighter 

•  Black,  While,  Silvei 

•  Polyurethane  Paint 

•  Decals 

•  9-pln  Wiring 
Harness 


Optional.  Sanie  windshields  as  below  for  Lee 
Starr,  same  price 


REPLACEMENT  WINDSHIELDS 
FOR  WINDJAMMER  FAIRINGS® 

Standard  Size  24 

Standard  Size  w/Snap  Vents  29 

Extra  Tail  Size  2"  27 

Extra  Tall  Size  w/Snap  Vents  . . .'  34 

Hand  Savers  29 

Lower  Wind  &  Rain  Guards  13 


TEE'S.  A 


BankA 

P.O.  BOX  5882,  TUCSON,  ARIZONA  a 
WRITE  OR  CALL  (602)  294-5875 


JsjglilSWPpipPW 

PROUD 

LINE  by  Lancer 

Custom  Touring  Jackets, 
Pants  and  Accessories 

PRESTIGE  LEATHERS  for  the  Seri 
Touring  Rider 

•  Classic  Police  or  HD  styling 

•  Snap-on  fur  collai 

•  Choice  ot  16  selected  colors 

•  Ctislom  tailoring  for  that  'perfect '  fit 

Send  iOC  for  catalog 


Lancer  Leathi 

10233  N.  19th  Avenue, 
Dept  CWM 

Phoenix.  Arizona  85021 
(602)  944-1783 


STYLE  480  (Jacket) 
.STYLE  440  (Pants) 
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elcome  voitr  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think  are  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  volume 
lil  received,  we  cannot  return  anv  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  keep  them  as 
as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "Service,"  CYCLE  WORLD.  J  499  Monrovia  Ave.,  Newport  Beach,  Calif.  92663. 


1AHA  750  DRIP 

wn  a  1978  Yamaha  XS750E  beauty 
gives  me  more  pleasure  than  watching 
;  three  angels  on  the  tube.  But  I  have  a 
lem  that  I'm  sure  all  other  XS750E 
;rs  are  also  bothered  by.  the  airbox 
>  crankcase  oil.  1  believe  this  is  due  to 
jf  those  new  (and  crazy)  EPA  emission 
lations.  Can  you  explain  why  my  air- 
leaks  and  what  1  can  do  about  it? 

Carlos  M.  Garcia 
Chillicbthe.  Ohio 
<u  're  right  when  you  assume  the  oil  in 
airbox  comes  from  emissions  equip- 
.  The  crankcase  on  the  Yamaha  and  all 
'  new  four-strokes  is  vented  to  the  air- 
Blowhy  gases  which  used  to  vent  di- 
to  the  atmosphere  are  routed  through 
lirbox,  carburetor  and  back  into  the 
le  where  they  are  burned.  The  airbox 
our  1978  Yamaha  is  not  the  same  as 
?r  Yamahas  and  sucks  air  in  at  the 
<"  back  edge.  Oil  vapor  routed  to  the  box 
iccumulate  in  the  airbox  and  weep  out. 


Yamaha  recommends  cleaning  the  air 
cleaner  every  1000  miles  and  if  this  is  done 
the  accumulated  oil  shouldn  V  begin  weeping 
out  of  the  airbox  before  cleaning  time. 
Another  way  to  keep  the  oil  from  leaking 
out  of  the  airbox  is  to  glue  a  foam  strip  at  the 
bottom  of  the  airbox  which  will  absorb  the 
oil  and  hold  it  until  you  can  clean  it  out. 
Under  normal  operation,  however,  there 
shouldn  V  be  enough  oil  vapor  routed  to  the 
air  cleaner  to  cause  .serious  oil  dripping 
problems.  Jf  your  oil  consumption  is  high 
(less  than  1 000  miles  per  quart  on  your  bike) 
vou  may  have  a  problem  with  oil  rings  on  the 
pistons  allowing  excessive  blowby. 

RUSTING  MUFFLERS 

My  1977  Honda  Gold  Wing  is  ready  for 
a  new  muffler  at  8000  miles  and  1  would 
like  some  idea  as  to  how  I  might  rust  proof 
the  inside  of  the  muffler  before  installa- 
tion. My  riding  habits  and  needs  include 
enough  short  rides  (along  with  one  or  two 
cross  country  rides  each  year)  to  cause 


rusting  out  of  exhaust  systems  in  too  short 
a  time.  1  had  the  same  experience  with  my 
last  bike  (a  1970  750  Honda).  I  had  to 
replace  the  original  exhaust  system  at 
about  6000  miles  and  again  at  1 1 .000  miles 
then  went  to  J.C.  Whitney  pipes  that  lasted 
about  17,000  miles  before  breaking  one  off 
in  an  accident.  My  son  also  had  to  replace 
the  exhaust  system  on  a  500  Honda  Four 
with  very  low  miles  on  it.  I  can't  go  to  pipes 
other  than  Honda  since  I  have  Bates  sad- 
dlebags which  use  the  pipes  for  support. 

Raymond  Cook 
Chafee,  Missouri 

Someone  has  provided  a  solution  to  the 
rusty  Honda  muffler  problem.  It's  Honda. 
On  the  1979  750K  Hondas  the  mufflers  are 
made  of  a  heavier  steel  and  coated  inside 
with  a  tar-like  substance  to  resist  rust.  The 
new  mufflers,  however,  aren't  designed  to  fit 
earlier  Honda  Fours  or  the  Gold  Wing, 
which  hasn't  had  the  chronic  muffler  prob- 
lems the  750s  and  500s  have  had. 

Water  vapor  and  combustion  products 
form  acids  which  are  regularly  blown> 


5  PACK  MUFF  LE  RS 

nto  stock   headers  with    1  '.' 

124  value.   Only  S14.95! 


SUPE  R  AIR  HORNS 

Protect  yourself  from  careless  rnotoristi' 
These  air  horns  are  about  the  loudest 
,  available  tor  any  motorcycle.  Contains 
:  two  chfortte  trumpets,  compmsor,  relay, 
tubing  and  hardware.  May  require  cus 
torn  instellalion   12  volt  only,  S35  value. 

Only  $19,95! 


CHROME  GAUGE  COVERS 
Add  to  the  looks  of  eny  nrtachlne.  Eech 
set  contains  two  covers,  one  (or  Speedo 
one   (or   Tech,   with   securing   ring  and 
hardware.  Installs  in  minutes  without  re 
moving  Instruments  from  machine. 
Fits  Hondas   CB350F.  CB360,  400F, 
CB500,  550F,  500T.  750K,  F  &  A,  and 
GL1000,  $14.95  value.     Only  S9.95! 


E  WABH/IER 
ver  (ace  and  neck  protection.  Water 
ent,  nylon  and  polyester  construc- 
Fastens  onto  any  foil-face  helmet 
telmet  with  face  shield.  $11,951 


NEW  PRESTOLITE 
ELECTRONIC  IGNITION 
Saves  FUEL-yourbikeis  always  tuned, 
MAINTENANCE -composed  of  mainten 
ance-free  components,  MONEY  — you'll 
never  need  an  ignition  tune-up  again. 
Vou  can  Install  it  yourself  -  it's  easy! 
For  Honda  CB350,  360T, 
350  750  Fours  nulOOO. 

S7b.oo  vji  ,,..  Only  S69.95! 


ENGINE  TO  TIRE  PUMP 
Uses  engine  compression  to  inflate  tires. 
Simply  replace  sparkplug  with  one  end 
o(  hose  end  hook  other  end  to  your  tire. 
Kick  action  or  electric  starter  will  do  the 
rest.  Full  3'/.-ft.  hose,  kit  includes  10, 
12,   14  mm  plug  adaptors,  $7,95 


lUTRIOER  CYCLE  COVERS 
'rotect  your  bike  against  the  elements 
un,  snow,  rain,  dirt,  etc.  Waterproof  and 
leat  resistant.  These  covers  are  designed 
o  do  the  lob.  Vinyl  coeted  with  cloth 
lacking.  Standard  model  (up  to  lOOOcc) 
irregular  colors)  $24,  value  $16,951 
)ver-windshield.  Fairing  &  Sissy  Bar, 

136,00  value  Only  $21.95! 


OPPOIAL I  SSs  MARCHAL  QUARTZ 

S_S_#S#-SS_I  .QQ.fyc  HEADLAMP 

r^P  CYCLE  CRUISE  CONTROL  m'^S^ 
fits  ,,lt  r,..al  cahl«  thronlM.  $10  ^•'"•.|||7"  hwdUmp.  bulb 

Now  Only  J----        $28  v»iu«. 

$19.95 


JIW  HUTCHINSON  STABILIZERS 
Special  sale  on  shocks  (or  all  Yamahas.  i;! 
Su/ukis,  Kawsuhit,  Triumph  and  other:!: 
eve-to-«ve  modsls.  Comes  compl«i«,  m-^: 
cludlr^g  springi.  Full  v*ar  warranty.  Stata-- 
mak«,  mod«l  &  yaar.  Made  by  the  same 
people  who  make  Gabrial.  $80  value. 

Only  $49,95! 


SPACE-AGE  WINDSHIELD 
Solid  plexiglass,  all-new  design,  18"  wide. 
Easy  installation  with  universal  mounting 
breckels,  $27  value.  Only  $19.95! 


10  W.  57th  St., 

ew  York,  N,Y, 


THE  OUTRJDEK 

FOUR  CONVENIENT  LOCATIONS  -  COAST  TO  COAST 

10545  W,  Pico  Blvd,,  85  N,E,  167th  St,,  570  S.  Broad  Ave. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif,  N,  Miami  Beach,  Fla,  Ridgefield,  N.J. 


MAIL  ORDER 

DIRECT 
AND  SAVE! 

TBS  OUTRMDEB^ 

FOR  MAN  AND  HIS  MACHINE 

Mail  Coupon  or 
Call  (201)945-5533 
Telephone 
Credit  Card  Orders 
Processed  Immediately 


I 


THE  OUTMUDERT 

MAIL  ORDER  DIVISION 

570  South  Broad  Avenue 
Ridgelieid  NJ    07657  12011  94S-S533 


Name  . 


Address——^— 
City,  State,  Zip- 
Make,  model,  yr. 


Ouan 

Description 

Si/e 

Color 

P'ice 

rOSTACE  ikNO  HAMDLINO 

uoe 

Send  $2.00  for  new.  100- 

page  OUTRIDER  catalogue, 
MasterCharge  or 
VISA  Card  No.   

Exp.  Date   


SEND  CHECK  OR  MONET  ORDER 
f  OB  FULL  AMOUNT  PLU$  5% 
SALES  TAX  FOR  N  J  RESIDENTS 
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Go  with  a  proven  winner! 


There  are  a  lot  of  important  reasons 
why  you  should  select  Electro 
Helmets.  Electro's  were  designed 
with  the  aid  of  professional  riders 
for  light  weight  and  correct 
distribution  of  mass  to  make  them 
the  most  comfortable  helmets  on 
the  market  today.  They  also  come 
in  individual  hat  sizes  from  6^8  to 
7%  for  a  truly  custom  fit.  And 
Electro's  are  hand-crafted  of 
laminated  fiberglass  by  a  30  year 
old  high-technology  California 
aerospace  firm,  which  assures 


meticulous  attention  to  the  fit  and 
finish  of  each  helmet.  So  when  you 
want  the  finest  quality  money 
can  buy. . .  go  with  Electro! 


elecdra 

HELMETS 


El»ctrefilm,  Inc./  Electro  H*lm«ts 

7116  Laurel  Canyon  Blvd. 

North  Hollywood.  California  91605 

(213)  875-1000 


^      ^  A  V 


through  mufflers  on  motorcycles.  When  n 
lorcycles  are  run  on  regular  trips  ofappn 
imatelv  30  miles  or  more  the  exhaust  syst 
gets  hot  enough  to  evaporate  the  w  ater  c 
acids.  When  a  motorcycle  is  used  for  sh 
trips  and  doesn't  heat  up  the  muffi 
enough  to  evaporate  the  water,  rust  resu 
Manufacturers  have  attempted  to  elimin 
the  problem  by  installing  upswept  muffi 
(which  are  less  likely  to  accumulate  wai 
and  by  drilling  drain  holes  at  the  lowest  i 
on  the  e.xhaust  system. 

Your  problem  may  be  related  to  wit 
storage.  If  you  park  your  Gold  Wing  dur 
the  winter,  following  several  short  trips, 
moisture  has  more  opportunity  to  rust 
mufflers  than  if  the  motorcycle  were 
regular  use.  Your  best  bet  would  he  to  i 
the  bike  a  long  distance  just  prior  to  wif 
storage  and  then  pour  a  small  amouni 
rust  preventative  in  the  mufflers.  Most  i 
preventatives  will  he  destroyed  by  the  hea 
the  exhaust  system  but  a  small  amoun. 
high  temperature  exhaust  paint  (such 
VHT  paint)  could  help.  On  aftermar 
exhaust  systems  with  easily  removed cort 
would  be  easier  to  coat  the  inside  of 
muffler  with  a  rust  preventative. 

HARD  STARTER 

I  have  purchased  a  1977  Yamaha  XI 
and  think  I  know  why  I'm  the  third-ov 
with  only  600  miles  on  the  odometi 
think  that  a  lot  of  people  with  XTs  I 
this  problem. 

When  I  use  the  piston  indicator  it 
not  start.  Even  after  a  complete  tunei 
still  will  not  start.  The  only  way  it  will  j 
is  if  1  crank  it  a  bit  past  the  indicator  m 
But  using  this  method  it  kicks  back 
has  really  done  a  job  on  my  ankle.  1  wi 
also  like  to  know  if  Yamaha  offer; 
electronic  ignition  system  for  the  XT. 
Joe  Izzo 

Long  Island,  New  " 
The  500  Single  Yamahas  tested  at 
CLE  WORLD,  while  not  the  easiest  mi 
cycles  to  start,  haven't  been  any  where\ 
the  problem  yours  is.  It 's  possible  the  pi 
indicator  in  your  bike  isn  V  aligned  prop 
showing  you  the  incorrect  starting  pos^^ 
Yamaha's  service  manual  shows  the 
rect  alignment  for  the  indicator  An  o 
ment  mark  on  the  indicator  shoul 
positioned  at  the  9  o  'clock  position,  ah 
with  the  cylinder  head/cam  cover  m 
surface.  If  camshaft  timing  is  off,  stc 
would  be  made  more  difficult,  too. 
Yamaha  still  doesn't  start,  after  chei 
cam  timing,  kick  indicator  alignmen 
timing,  vour  starting  drill  may  be  inco 
The  500  Single  is  very  sensitive  to  stu 
throttle  opening  and  generally  won't 
when  given  large  amounts  of  throttle. 

Yamaha  doesn 't  offer  an  electronic 
lion  for  the  XT500  but  electronic  ign 
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'ailable  from  aftermarket  suppliers, 
with  your  dealer. 

IBY  BRAKES 

vn  a  Honda  CX500  and  since  I 
ised  it  have  had  trouble  with  a  puls- 
mt  disc  brake.  Your  January  article 
luilding  disc  brakes  attributed  puis- 
linly  to  variations  in  thickness  of  the 
lut  did  not  indicate  what  might  be  an 
able  variation.  The  local  dealership 
sd  the  original  disc  which  had  a 
on  of  .003  in.  The  new  disc  still 
ts  a  definite  pulse,  although  not  as 
Variations  range  from  a  maximum 
18  in.  measured  near  the  center  to 
in.  near  the  outer  edge.  Runout  is 
in.  Additionally,  there  is  a  definite 
Tom  outside  to  inside  of  .003  in.  Is 
jrmal?  In  an  auto  shop  manual,  I 
J  most  auto  manufacturers  have  a 
cation  of  .0005  in.  variance  in  disc 
ess.  I  would  expect  a  bike  to  have 
lent  tolerances  but  can't  find  the 
or  my  bike. 

Jim  Shurts 

Richland,  Washington 

•  problem  you  describe  is  usually 
I  by  excessive  runout  although  there 
veral  other  possible  causes.  Calipers 
V  Hondas  must  be  shimmed  correctly 
ition  the  disc  exactly  between  the 

Shimming  is  described  in  the  owners 
tl.  If  the  pads  are  contaminated  they 
nd  to  grab  at  spots  on  the  discs, 
•n  the  Honda  CBX  tested  by  CYCLE 
LZ)  developed  symptoms  similar  to 
ou  describe,  changing  the  discs  elimi- 
the  problem  only  temporarily.  The 
ms  returned  to  Honda  before  the 
71  could  be  fully  sorted  out. 
da  service  manuals  list  the  maximum 

for  disc  brakes  (measured  at  the 
of  the  contact  area)  as  .05  mm.  The 

on  your  discs,  converted  to  millime- 
:ceeds  this  by .  02  mm  and  is  excessive. 
\riance  is  greater  (approximately  five 
IS  great)  as  that  listed for  automobiles 
e  Honda  discs  are  thinner  and  made 
fferent  material  (stainless  steel)  than 
otive  discs  which  are  generally  made 

iron. 

?r  possible  causes  of  the  brake  pulse 
be  an  improperly  torqued  disc  or 
ler  spacing  on  the  disc.  Disc  brake 
thould  be  torqued  to  20-24  ft. -lb. 
difference  in  thickness  between  the 
and  edge  of  a  disc  is  normal  and  is 
fonda  specifies  that  runout  figures 
e  taken  from  the  middle  of  the  disc.fi 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Sav*  moneyl  Top  quality 
motor  cycle  and  high  speed 
clothing  wKh  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  clearly 
marked. 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  s(>ecialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers  ".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 

I  To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD  (Dept.  CW),  120/122  Great 
,  Portland  Street,  London,  W1A2DL,  England. 
I  Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 .00. 

'  Name   

!  Address  


Learn  POLICE  SCIENCES 
and  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


A«v«  trained  hundr^s  ot  m«n  in  feiidcnt  po//ce  *c«d«mrM. 

Everything  txplained  —  drawings,  diagrams.  pholograph«.  ^ 
Learn  patrol  procedures,  criminal  investigaiion.  crowd  con- 
trol, accident  inveiftigation.  making  arrestft.  Course  includes 
3  big  kits — fingerprint,  photography,  evidence  collection. 
Becau-se  this  is  a  new  course,  we  do  not  know  what,  if  any, 
jobs  our  graduates  may  get.         WritM  tor  tr—  tact; 
Police  Sciences  Institute     color  brochure.  S(«t* 
4401  Birch  St..  Dept.  EBOCS.  Newport  Beach.  CA  92663  : 


AreYdu  Novingee*? 

Please  let  us  know  at  least  8  weeks  before  changing  your 
address. 


Name  

New  Address 
City  


State- 


Zip- 


Please  affix  an  old  mailing  label  and  mall  coupon  to: 
CYCLE  WORLD 

1  FAWCETT  PL.,  GREENWICH.  CT  06835 


If  you  have  any  questions  about 
your  subscription  attach 

LABEL 


To  subscribe,  check  one: 


□  $9.98  for  1  year      □  $i  6.00  for  2  years 

□  $20.00  for  3  years  (add  $2.50  in  Canada 
and  $5.00  elsewhere  outside  U.S.) 


Send  to: 
CYCLE  WORLD 
230  MASON  ST.,  P.O.  BOX  8101,  GREENWICH,  CT 06835 
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CYCLES  &  CARS 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Largest  Parts  and  Accessories 
Warehouse  in  the  Midwest 
Send  $1.50  for  Parts  &  Accessory  Catalog 

Refund  with  purctiase  over  $10. 

CARR'S  HONDA 

6800  N.  Claris 
Chicago,  IL 60626  312-274-7777 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


National^ 
Safety.^ 
Council  ""^ 


U  you  don't  like 
thinking  about  safety, 
think  where  you'd  be 
without  It. 


THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  CLOTHING 

IN  THE  WORLD     Ttie  fmest  custom 

made  leathiers  for  the 
pleasure  or  sport  rider. 
Factory  direct  only 
Catalog  available. 

Sen)  »1  00  tot  NEW  CATALOG 
(Refund  on  fim  onlaci 

24  43  S.t.  DIVISION,  PORTLAND.  ORE  9  7202 


AT  LAST!  A  COMPLETE 
TIRE  GUIDE  &  CATALOG 


1979 


WITH  FACTS  ON 
MOUNTING    •  BALANCING 
RATINGS       •  TIRE  CARE 
DESIGN  &  CONSTRUCTION 
ACTUAL  MEASURED  SIZES 

THE  MOST  COMPLETE  SELECTION 
OF  MOTORCYCLE  TIRES  IN  U  .S. 

CALL  OR  SEND  FOR  FREE 
TIRE  GUIDES  CATALOG 

CALL  TOLL-FREE 

800-521-4350 

IN  MICH  CALL  313-334-2070 

U£L  CYCLE  TIRE 


DEPTW19  BOX  659  'PONTIAC,  Ml  48056 


NAME  

ADDRESS. 

CITY  

STATE  


_ZIP_ 


.J 


Accessory  House  6 

Advanced  Cycle  Products  ...18 

Allyn's  Honda/ Kawasaki   36 

American  Honda         5,  92-93, 

100-101,  128-129 

American  Marine  Inst  23 

American  M/C  Inst  24,  31 

American    M/C  Mechanics 

School  6 

BMW  Motorcycles  125 

Capital  Cycle  16 

Carl's  Honda  131 

Carr's  Honda   136 

Circle  Industries  18 

Continental  Motosport  136 

Crawford  House   125 

Cycle  City  136 

DO  Performance  24 

Electro  Helmets   134 

Frank  136 

Arthur  Fulmer  Helmets  7 

Harley-Davidson  12-13 

HQ  Disc  Brake  Grinding  16 

Honda  of  Mineola  17,  136 

HT  Enterprises  10 

J  &  R  Exhaust  23 

Kawasaki  8-9 

Lancer  Leathers  1 32 

Lee's  Rider  &  Cycle  Access.  1 32 

D.  Lewis  Ltd  135 

Lockhart  Industries   14 

Marlboro   Cover  4 

National  Hydron  123 

National  Tech.  Inst  132 

Norfolk  M/Cs   136 

North  American  School  15 

Outrider  133 

Pacer  Inst/Carbstix   132 

Police  Science  Inst  135 

Racemark  16 

RJ  Reynolds/Camel ....  Cover  2 

Road  Rider  136 

Ross-Seeley  Racing  136 

Side  Car  Restorations   135 

Tandy  Leathers  1 34 

Triangle  M/C  Supply   136 

U.S.  CycleTire  136 

U.S.  Suzuki  19-22, 

110-111,  Cover  3 

Vetter  Fairings  27 

Yamaha  51-90 


900  S.S.—  500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINENTAL  MOTOSPORT  II 

893  King  St.  W  (cw-i  -Sherbrooke,  Qu 

Canada81&|5fc^23^Xataloj^^rG 


^•"S  ACCESSORIES  SSrJI 

"  800-423-5662  " 


f  Allyr 


MNM  t  MWASMI  PUn  •  Vl$«  •  MUTEI 
CHUff  ACCEPTED  •  OIKIS  FILLED  IN  24  MS. 


Allyn'.  Homl./K«»..«kl      ?„:f,'Sl»  c, 


HONDA  PARTS 


ONE  DAY  MAIL  WORLD\^ 


576-240  ^ 

state  Model  No.,  year,  frame  &  engine  nos  I  ~ 
NEW  80PK  CATALOG      #1         /        TOLL  f 

800-645.61 

-  Ill  * 

HONDA  of  MINEOLA 

336  Jericho  Tpke.,  Mineola,  N  Y.  115( 


$1 

($1  50  by  Air  Mail  anywhere  in  tne  world.) 


BSA  Parts 

Kawasaki  Part! 

SHIPPED  SAME  DAY 
NORFOLK  Box  81.  Rte  lA 

MOTORCYCLES    Norfolk.  MA  020! 

Call  (617)  384-7 


ROSSSEELEY  RAONG  CO 

Road  racing  and  cafe  racing  equipment  for 
discerning  rider  desiring  the  best  available  R 
sets,  clip  ons.  fairings.  Seeley  frame  kits 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  catalog 
Norton         Ducati         Seeley  Col 
Read-Titan        John  Tickle  Triump 
Mont  Vernon  St.,  Milford,  N.  H.  0301 
1-603-673-6334 


Road  Rider 

The  only  motorcycle  magazine 
published  solely  for  the  touring 
rider.  $1 0.00  for  1 2  issues,  or 
send  $1.00  for  a  sample  copy 
to:  P.O.  Box  678,  Dept.  W, 
South  Laguna,  CA  92677 


& 


Parts.  Mail  Order  Service  Worldwid 

1010  Sunrise  Highway   

Amilyville,  NY  11701  OVOI  C  PITV 
Call  516  842  5771       U  I  ULC  Ul  I  I 


390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5 
•ACCESSORIES* 
•  PARTS  •  MANUALS 
jrrmr7_  NOTOncvcte  8UW 

TRIANQLE  6016  W.  DIvsrsey  Aw 

\y  Chicago.  III.  60639 

Q  24  Hr.  Tel.  S«r.  CALL  (312)  237-1 

<oaoocH>ooo«CH»««ooo<HOH»o 


rOBKINGBTrBANK 

Fine  fork  tutMS,  springs,  cable*, 
braces,  hoses,  liickstands.  Any 
length,  including  stock  and  under. 
Precision  machined  trom  ultra- 
sonically  tested  steel.  Easy  to 
install,  complete  kits. 
312-869-6792. 

FRANK  M'Pitn^r, 

Evanston,  IL  60202 
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MEW  IDEAS 


E  AGE  SWING  ARM 
HINGS 


HONDA  CB500/550  4-INTO-l 
EXHAUST 


;se  replacement  bushings  are  preci- 
nachined  from  an  exotic  space-age 
iai.  The  material  can  be  set  up  to  a 
slerance  without  any  chance  of  bind- 
•  seizing  during  tough  competition, 
ible  for  most  Yamaha.  Honda  and 
i  motocrossers.  Contact  Al  Baker 
«;  &  Development.  CW-il.  P.O.  Box 
^Apple  Valley.  Calif.  92307.  Tele- 
:  (714)  247-2621. 

ERSTAR  BOOTS 


The  Racer  I  pipe  is  available  in  chrome 
or  competition  black  finish.  Installation  is 
simple  and  the  system  doesn't  block  access 
to  the  drain  plug  or  oil  filter.  Both  stands 
can  be  retained  and  increased  mileage  and 
performance  are  claimed. 

Available  through  your  dealer  or  contact 
Dick's  Cycle  West,  manufacturer  of  Racer 
1  Products.  CW-1. 401  Agostino  Road.  San 
Gabriel.  Calif.  91776  or  call  (213)  287- 
9656. 

TEAM  SUZUKI  QUILTED 
JACKET 


Sasaki's  motocross  boots  have  been 
ped.  The  soles  now  are  beveled  and 
vot  points  that  link  the  upper  and 
portions  of  the  boot  have  been  relo- 
These  modifications  increase  com- 
id  decrea.se  break  in  time.  The  boots 
many  original  features  such  as  high 
V  foam  lining,  vulcanized  ankle  pro- 
quick  release  buckles  and  rubber 
)site  .sole.  See  your  nearest  Kawasaki 
for  u  closer  look. 


The  newest  addition  to  the  Suzuki 
sportswear  line  is  the  quilted  jacket.  It's 
made  from  nylon  with  Celanese  Fortel 
Polarguard  fiberfill  for  warmth  and  is  com- 
pletely washable.  Colors  are  yellow,  red.  or 
blue.  Sizes  XS.  S.  M.  L.  XL.  For  more 
information,  contact  your  local  Suzuki 
dealer. 


DRAG  SPECIALTIES  OIL 
PRESSURE  GAUGE 


Drag  Specialties  has  a  new  heavy  duty 
t)il  pressure  gauge  that  survived  a  full  year 
of  \ibration  testing.  It  is  I'i  in.  in  diameter, 
chrome  plated  and  comes  complete  with 
fittings.  Price  is  $15.95  from  Drag  Spe- 
cialties. CW-1.  6868  Washington  Ave.. 
Minneapolis.  Minn.  55343.  Phone  941- 
6380.  

S&W  STROKER  SHOCKS 


S&W  has  introduced  a  new  MX  shock 
designed  for  long  travel  applications.  They 
have  new  internal  valving.  bonded  bush- 
ing.s.  Freon  gas  bag  cells  and  dual  rate 
springs  which  carry  a  lifetime  warranty. 

The  Stroker  is  available  in  four  lengths: 
14.  15.  16.5.  and  17.5  in.  Seven  spring 
combinations  ranging  from  65/135  to  1 10/ 
230  Ib./in.  are  available. 

For  the  name  of  your  nearest  dealer, 
contact  S&W  Engineering.  CW-1.  2617  W. 
Woodland  Dr..  Anaheim.  Calif.  92801.  B 
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Well,  they  do  call  them  "Ducks, "  don't  they? 
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Photo  by  Jot  1 


Smooth  Operator. 

When  it  comes  to  Sure  Stops.  Worry  c±)out 


all-around  performance, 
nobody  out-pertorms  Suzuki 
Case  in  point:  The  GS-1000. 

Sweet  Handler.  Its  super 
suspension  system  eats  up 
twisty  turns  and  humpy  liigh- 
ways.  Front  air  forks  are  fully 
adjustable.  Five  load  settings 
plus  4-way  damping  adjust- 
ments do  the  job  in  back. 

4-StiDke  Power.  Potent 
DOHC  4-cylinder  engine  is 
very  quick  and  quiet.  Roller 
bearing  crankshaft  provides 
high-RPM  performance. 


stopping?  Stop  worrying. 
Beefy  disc  brakes  are  stan- 
dard front  and  rear. 

Easy  Llle.  To  make  your 
riding  life  easier,  this  beautiful 
machine  is  built  to  operate 
beautifully  Starting  is  electric. 
Cam  chain  tensioner  is  auto- 
matic. Swing  arm  pivots  on 
long-lasting  needle  bearings. 
Halogen  light  provides  better 
visibility  And  so  it  goes. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-1000  is  one  of  the  world's 
great  performers. 


its:  Honda  CB650,Suiuki  RiMIOOON, 
maha  IT25(KYamalia  XStlOO  Special 


02 


"o'l'c-t  -"aicji 


Icirgei;  as  is  the  cooling-fiii  ai-ea, 
to  help  prevent  fading. 

Even  our  YZ80,  the  niightiest 
mini  of  them  all,  now  has  more 
horsejDower.  a  redesigned  franie, 
longer  suspension  travel  and  a 
new  six-speed  transmission. 

So,  if  you're  in  motocross  to 
win  (and  who  isn't?)  we  suggest 
you  check  out  the  \iimaha  YZ's. 

They  come  highly  recom- 
mended by  Bob,  Broc  and  Rick. 

For  any  Tom,  Dick  or  Hmry. 


The  ultimate  in  two-stroke 
engine  technology.  Reed  Valve 
Torque  Induction  insures 
power  and  torque— and  plenty 
of  both— across  an  extremely 
wide  powe/band. 


IDL, 

D  a 

SOD 
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YZSO 


YZ125^  YZlOO 

The  intcnnediate-sizc  YZlOO 
helps  smaller  kids  make  the 
transition  from  mini  to  full- 
size. 


Strong,  lightweight  chrome- 
moly  steel  in  our  full-size 
machines  makes  the  most  of 
the  YZ's  precision-engineered 
frame  geometry 


\E5cTra -long- travel,  leading 
axle  front  forks  are  adjustable 
for  air  pressure,  oil  weight 
and  oU  level 


YAMAHJ 
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Inverted  Back 


Follow  instructions  on  the  other  side 
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Inverted  Foldout  slip-sheet 


1.  Open  the  foldout  page 

2.  Insert  this  sheet  with 

1.  Front  side  touching  the  free  page 

2.  Arrow  pointing  to  the  fold 

3.  Slice  the  folded  edge 

4.  Close  the  page  and  slip-sheet 


Free  end 


Slip-sheet 


Copyrighiod 


Are  Yamaha  motocross 
machines  really  as  competitive 
Bs  we  say  they  are?  Just  ask  the 
man  who  rides  one. 

Broc  Glover,  Bob  Hannah 
and  Rick  Burgett  rode  theirs 
this  year  to  the  first  grand  slam 
[in  motocross  history  Number 
Dne  plates  in  AMA 125, 250, 
Dpen  Class  and  Supercross. 

And  they  did  it  on  works 
oikes  that  are  closer  than  ever  to 
[:he  YZ125, 250  and  400  waiting 


for  you  at  your  Yamaha  dealer 

We've  made  some  signif- 
icant improvements  in  all  three 
models  this  year. 

For  one  thing,  power  is  up. 
And  we  mean  up.  As  much  as 
20%  in  niid-range.  With  the 
torque  you  need  to  take  the  hole- 
shot  and  never  look  back. 

Handling  is  even  more 
responsive.  Because  we've 
increased  the  suspension  travel, 
ft"ont  and  rear. 


The  new  full-floating  reari 
brake  allows  the  shoe  to  rotat) 
with  the  frame  rather  than  th'f 
swing  aiTn  for  smoother,  more' 
positive  braking  under  all  traoi 
conditions.  And  the  swing  am 
pivot  point  is  now  closer  to  thr 
countershaft,  eliminating  the  : 
need  for  a  chain  tensioner. 

Our  YZ125  will  be  a  bigger 
threat  than  ever  in  1979,  with 
its  newly-designed  Monoshoc: 
The  oil  and  gas  capacity  is 


A  ngid  triangulated  swing- 
ami  means  tmer  rear  wheel 
tracking.  And  the  box-section 
aluminum  design  reduces 
unspmng  weight  on  our 
larger  YZ's. 


Our  exclusive  nitrogen/oil 
Monoshock  has  exceptionally 
long  travel  for  consistent 
traction  and  control.  It's  fully 
adjustable  for  dampening, 
spring  preload  and  nitrogen 
pressure.  Extensive  finning 
dissipates  heat. 


OUT  FRONT  IN  VANS 
FORD! 


More  Ford  vans  ore  on  the  rood  today  than  any 
other  make.  There  are  good  reasons  why! 

(based  on  cumulative  registrations  as  of  7/1/77) 

Advanced  van  design.  Ford's  engine  is  set 
forward— for  easy  entry  and  easy  move-around 
room.  Ford  vans  are  built  tough,  with  rugged 
body-on-frame  construction. 

Personalize  your  Ford,  or  buy  one  already  customized. 
If  you're  Leplly  into  vanning,  you're  into  FORD! 


Ford's  van  variety 

Everything  from  a  "Cruising"  van 
already  customized  to  a  "Free 
Wheeling"  von  (shown  with 
optional  portholes,  pushbar,  fog 
lamps,  wheels  and  tires). 


Ford's  roomy  design 

Lots  of  livin'  room!  Even  tilt 
steering  wheel,  swivel/ 
reclining  chair  options. 


Tough  frame 

Separate  body-on-frame,« 
cushioned  by  rubber  moui 
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CYCLE  WORLD  TESTS 
42  SUZUKI  RM400N/A^^H'  Frame,  New  Forks,  New  Shocks,  New  Motor,  New, 
New,  New. 

56  HONDA  CB650/ Honda  Leaves  the  Gadgets  Out  and  Designs  a  Simple  Four 
For  Real  People 

93  YAMAHA  IT250F/  The  Blue  Rocket  Has  Learned  How  To  Turn. 
1 15  YAMAHA  XSllOO  SPECIAL/  With  Flash  or  Without,  the  Eleven  is  Still  Big, 
Strong  and  Stable. 

'  FEATURES 
52  THE  RIGHT  CROWD  .  .  .  AND  NO  CROWDING /Go<m/  Vintage  Racing 

Means  Never  Needing  To  Ask  Who  Won. 
65  BEHIND  EVERY  WINNING  RACER  .  .  .  /  Would  Bob  Hannah  Dominate 
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WHY  THE  FUTURE  ISNT  MY 
SECRET 

ue  to  a  childhood  spent  in  a  small 
New  England  town  with  a  skinflint 
school  board,  I  don't  believe  in  prophets  or 
in  people  who  do. 

In  the  land  of  Waste  Not.  Want  Not. 
.skinflint  isn't  an  insult.  What  the  school 
people  did,  when  I  was  young,  was  figure 
that  textbooks  were  useful  until  they  wore 
out,  that  is,  when  the  pages  crumbled.  The 
contents  themselves  were  assumed  to  be 
permanent.  So  it  happened  that  when  I 
was  in  grade  school,  after  WW2,  I  read 
books  from  before  WW2. 

And  lost  my  faith  in  prophecy.  No  prob- 
lem with  the  discovery  of  America  or  such, 
but  when  I  read  in  Social  Studies  about  the 
future,  the  books  told  me  that  within  a  few 
years  we'd  be  riding  about  in  the  airplanes 
sure  to  live  in  every  garage.  We'd  have  little 
plastic  cars  with  bubble  roofs.  Not  too 
many  of  us.  though,  because  the  declining 
birth  rate  meant  the  population  would 
have  to  live  a  long  time  or  grass  would  grow 
in  the  streets. 

None  of  the  above— especially  the  last, 
speaking  of  curing  a  problem— came  to 
pass.  Instead,  by  the  time  I  read  these 
predictions,  we  had  had  a  large  war  and 
gone  on  to  radar,  atomic  energy  and  televi- 
sion. Far  more  influential,  that  last,  than 
any  garage  full  of  airplanes  could  have 
hoped  to  be. 

More  than  hindsight  is  involved  here. 
When  I  got  old  enough  to  wonder  why  the 
experts  had  so  completely  failed,  I  worked 
out  two  things. 

One  is  that  the  experts  are  wrong  more 
often  than  not. 

The  other  is  that  prophets  miss  their 
marks  because  they  predict  the  future  from 
a  base  of  the  recent  past. 

Did  the  ownership  of  private  airplanes 
grow  by  leaps  between  1925  and  1935? 
Then  it  must  grow  equally  between  1935 


by  Allan  Gir 


and  1945.  Did  the  birthrate  decline  be- 
tween 1930  and  1935?  Then  it  must  sink 
from  sight  by  1950.  Radar  and  computers 
and  most  of  all  television  had  no  immedi- 
ate past,  so  they  were  left  out  of  the  future. 

I  mention  this  because  what  with  the 
new  models,  government  regulations  and 
cultural  shocks  of  the  present,  seems  to  me 
I've  been  hearing  a  lot  of  predictions, 
mostly  from  people  who.  like  the  hapless 
seers  of  my  childhood,  think  you  can  pre- 
dict the  future  from  the  past,  or  who  have 
faith  in  those  who  try  it. 

One  example  of  faith  in  experts.  Bunch 
of  us  were  at  the  new  Honda  show  and 
another  reporter  scotfed  at  Honda's  Grand 
Prix  ert"ort.  Four-stroke  engines,  he  said, 
are  hopeless.  Can't  compete,  as  everybody 
knows,  with  the  two-stroke. 

Happens  the  previous  week  I  had  been 
doing  historical  research  and  foiTnd  a  1954 
article  by  an  engineer,  a  graduate  motorcy- 
cle designer  and  engine  theoretician,  who 
proved  that  the  two-stroke  was  hopeless. 
When  it  cranks  out  power,  he  proved,  it 
creates  heat.  Before  the  two-stroke  can 
produce  as  much  power  as  the  four-stroke 
does,  the  heat  will  stick  it  solid.  Seemed 
logical  to  me.  I  recall  from  back  then,  and 
after  all  the  man  should  know  what  he  was 


talking  about,  what  with  degrees  a 
that. 

Yamaha  didn't  read  the  article  ai 
all  know  what  happened  next. 

Several  years  after  that.  Honda  si 
up  at  the  world  class  races  with  inl 
little  clockwork  bikes  that  used  flo( 
ideas  the  experts  knew  wouldn't 
'cause  they'd  all  been  tried  years 
and  been  discarded.  We  all  know  th 
of  that  story  as  well. 

Yet  here  we  are.  If  we  know  th 
experts  are  usually  wrong,  and  that  f 
proves  the  experts  wrong  every  tim 
particular  brain  trust  comes  out  t 
ivory  tower,  why  was  I  the  only  man 
room  (Honda  employes  excepted)  wl 
ready  to  bet  Honda  will  prove  the  c 
wrong  again? 

Case  Two  is  closer  to  the  street.  A 
who  has  been  in  the  motorcycle  bu 
for  years  and  is  smart  as  well,  sugj 
that  I  propose  a  new  racing  class.  F 
motorcycle  of  the  future,  he  added. 

I  declined.  There  are  more  peoph 
ideas  on  how  to  improve  motorcycle  i 
than  there  are  people  watching  the 
We  don't  need  another  reformer, 
said,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  moto 
of  the  future? 

Small  bikes,  he  said.  Weak  bikes 
bikes,  although  he  didn't  say  that 
many  words.  But  his  prediction,  bas 
other  predictions,  is  that  motorcycl 
going  to  be  gelded,  orgutshot.  the  wi 
have  been.  In  order  to  keep  the  excii 
of  biking,  he  hopes  to  have  races  o 
nybikes.  just  the  way  current  racin 
are  mockeries  of  new  road  cars,  wit 
fashioned  and  wildly  souped  engin 
neath  the  new-car  bodywork.  He 
that  we  could  even  go  to  turbocha 
again  like  cars,  to  restore  the  pep  losi 
the  rules  and  restraints. 

Which  brought  me  full  circle,  bs 
thinking  about  the  false  prophecies 
childhood. 
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The  197 
Honda  XR185. 


I  Four-stroke  tractablllty, 
reliability  and  fuel 
economy  

No  pre-mix  hassles  

11.2  Inches  ground 
clearance  

Aluminum-alloy  skid 
plate  

216  pounds  dry  weight  . . . 

; Lightweight  conical  hubs. 

t'Honda-deslgned  claw- 
action  enduro  tires  

Easy-to-read  oversize 
tripmeter  with  large 
reset  knob  

Foldlng-tip  shifter  and 
brake  pedal  

I  Fender-mounted  tool  bag 
Over  1750  dealers  across 
America  


XR185 


I  For  the  enduro  rider,  the 
)  choice  has  been  simple.  You 
1  buy  a  two-stroke,  a  case  of 
)oll,  a  box  of  plugs,  maybe 
isome  better  knobbles, 
1  possibly  a  tool  bag  and  a  trick 
ishlft  lever  and  you  end  up 
f  with  a  pretty  decent  bike. 


Until  now.  The  new  four- 
stroke  Honda  XR185  now  gives 
you  a  big  choice.  And  some 
big  advantages.  Check  out  its 
impressive  list  of  features  at 
your  Honda  dealer.  Then  see 
what  the  competitive  bikes 
have  to  offer,  we're  sure  you'll 


come  away  with  a  new  XR185. 
And  a  big  smile. 

QOiNC  strong! 


Llways  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection  when  riding. 

leslgned  for  off-road,  operator  use  only.  Specifications  sutiject  to  change  without  notice.  For  free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
lept.  CW29XR,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247.  See  >ftillow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer.  ©  1979  AHM. 


HOW  COULD  ANYONE  POSSIBLY 
WANT  MORE  HORSEPOWER? 

The  new  super  bikes  produce  more  horsepower  than  most 
riders  will  ever  be  able  to  use.  But  for  those  who  are  ready  for 
the  challenge.  Hooker  has  sophisticated  exhaust  systems 
that  deliver  even  more  usable  horsepower. 

Look  at  the  facts.  A  Hooker  exhaust  system  can  make  your 
super  bike  quicker,  faster,  and  lighter. 

And  Hooker  has  an  exhaust 
system  specifically 
designed  for  your  bike. 

Send  us  $1.25  and  we'll 
send  you  a  bunch  of  infor- 
mation including  our  all  new 
16-page  motorcycle 
catalog.  Or  just  ask  your 
dealer  for  Hooker  exhaust 
systems.  It's  the  one  sure 
way  to  get  the  best. 


Stuska  Dyno  Results  —  July  10,  1978  Hooker's 
CaUfomia  Facility  •  Engineer,  Ross  Thompson 

V.  MUe  Results  -  August  27,  1978  Rider,  Dave 
Spangler,  205  pounds,  President  Hooker  Industries 
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HOOKER  HAT  &  MUGI  MOW,  ORDER  DIRECTI 

You're  right  I've  looked  everywhefe  and  couldn't  find  the  oiiginal  Hooker  Hal  or  Mug 
(Both  are  competition  yelkw  with  the  world 
famous  "1  Love  My  Hooker  Headers  '  red  logo.) 

So.  qukk.  please  send  me:   Hooker  Hat  (Adjustable  Siie)  at  56  25  each 

 Hooker  Mug  (16  oi.)  at  »3.95  each  TOTAL*  

Name   

Address  . — 

City  


State. 


Master  Charge  Card  *_ 
Expire  Date  


BankAmericard  Card 


.  Signature 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to  Hooker,  P.O.  Box  4090. 1032  W.  Brooks  St..  Ontario,  Calif  91761.  Sonv,  no  C  O.D. 
Freight  included.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax  Offer  valid  for  continental  tJSA  only.  Void  where  prohibited.  


-Seems  to  me  I've  heard  a  lot 
lately.  I  keep  being  told  that  moto 
are  going  to  get  so  big  that  they  dc 
selves  in,  like  mastodons.  At  the  san 
there  are  predictions  that  the 
wowsers  will  prevail.  There  will  be  n 
dirt  bikes  and  road  bikes  will  barel} 
mph  whilst  making  the  noise  of  an  e 
sewing  machine. 

What  we  have  here  I  think  is  a  \ 
the  motorcycle's  future  based  ^ 
motorcar's  recent  past. 

I  don't  buy  it.  True,  the  sporting] 
car  has  gone  the  way  of  the  mastodc 
true,  the  car  of  today  isn't  nearly  a; 
fun  as  the  car  of  yesterday. 

This  isn't  going  to  happen  with  us 
happened  to  the  car  wasn't  the  re 
government  intervention.  That  w 
symptom.  There  was  no  public  clan 
safety.  As  Detroit  learned  the  hard  w 
only  does  safety  not  sell,  it  can't  ei 
given  away.  As  all  the  car  com] 
learned  an  even  harder  way.  their  c 
ers  didn't  like  them.  So  when  a  fe 
bitious  people  took  after  the  car,  the 
approved.  Not  because  they  clamo 
air  bags  and  massive  bumpers,  but  h 
buying  a  car  is  an  exercise  in  humil 
The  only  revenge  the  public  could  ^ 
letting  Big  Govt,  bring  Big  Busines 
knees. 

We  are  not  like  that.  When  dealir 
the  cretins  who  sold  my  wife  her  c 
driven  me  into  tits  of  helpless  rage. 
Greg  and  Dallas.  They've  just  opi 
Suzuki  store.  I  don't  own  a  Suzu 
they  are  nice  chaps  and  like  bikes, 
place  is  a  good  one  to  hang  arounc 
motorcycle  stores  have  always  be« 
car  stores  are  not.  When  the  govei 
aims  at  the  motorcycle,  we  take  sid 
it's  the  side  of  truth  and  freedom, 
defend  ourselves  and  our  bikes  a 
men  who  make  and  sell  them. 

Next,  the  men  who  make  moto 
are  good  at  it.  As  we've  seen  re 
meeting  noise  and  emissions  rules  d^ 
mean  inferior  or  slower  or  less  e 
machines. 

Some  of  the  present  trends  will  ri 
own  courses.  There's  a  point  at  wh 
engine  is  too  big,  and  the  suspensio 
too  long.  When  that  stage  is  reach 
problems  will  solve  themselves. 

For  the  rest,  the  only  machine- 
lost  have  been  the  big  two-strok 
bikes.  They  went  away  not  bccaus« 
law,  but  because  the  buyers  didi 
them. 

What  we  are  going  to  get  next, 
pretend  to  know.  Not  in  detail,  a 
But,  looking  at  how  much  better  m 
cles  have  become,  and  how  quick 
makers  have  responded  to  our  w 
expect  we'll  get  whatever  it  is  we  w 
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Now  you 
can  leave  the 
competition 

two  strolces  behind. 
New  Honda  XR250. 


Four-Stroke  power  and  tractabilit 
in  a  new  enduro-ready 


machine. 


From  the  muddy,  slippery  slogs  of 
Eastern  enduros  to  the  sizzling, 
power-robbing  heat  of  the  Western 
deserts,  competitors  have  been 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  an  enduro- 
ready  four-stroke  dirt  bike.  And 
Honda  has  delivered.  Introducing  the 


incredible  new  1979  Honda  XR 
The  XR250  is  enduro-ready  ■ 
showroom  floor  A  machine  ths 
combines  advanced  four-strokea 
technology,  long-travel  suspen»i 
light  weight  and  a  host  of  speo' 
features  that  make  it  the  compc 
enduro  machine  that  it  is. 

Four-Stroke  Performance 

With  its  big-bore,  short-stroc 
OHC,  single-cylinder  engine  pui 
out  strong  torque  over  a  wide? 


new  claw-action  tires  not  only  pene- 
trate soft  dirt  like  a  regular  knobby, 
but  actually  grip  it  to  increase  traction 
and  stability. 

The  all-new  1979  Honda  XR250 
has  it  all.  Performance,  tractability  and 
a  host  of  competition-ready  features 
like  those  detailed  on  the  next  page. 

Surprisingly  Light 

And  now  for  the  clincher. 

Remember  the  myth  that  four- 
strokes  have  to  be  heavy?  Honda's 
just  disproved  it.  The  new  Honda 
XR250  weighs  only  252  lbs.  dry 

So  if  you  want  to  spend  your 
weekends  playing  beat  the  clock, 
see  the  new  1979  Honda  XR250, 
arriving  soon  (currently  scheduled 
for  November  1978  release)  at 
your  Honda  dealer. 


e  all-new  XR250  is  ready  to 
the  competition.  The  XR's 
four-stroke  tractability  helps 
through  the  slow  stuff.  While 
isive  30.5  mm  carburetor, 
formance  four-valve 

head  and  hot-sparking  CD 
help  power  you  across  the 
■  And  the  four-stroke  XR250 
her  advantages,  too.  It  gets 
s  mileage,  resists  plug  fouling 
jces  high-frequency  vibration, 
npressive  XR250's  got  a 
ir  every  need — competition 
end  trail  rides.  The  broad 
snd  and  crisp-shifting  five- 
ansmission  help  ensure  it. 


Long-Travel  Suspension 

The  suspension  floats  the  new 
XR250  over  rough  terrain.  A  leading- 
axle  front  fork  soaks  up  a  lot  of  ofF- 
road  punishment  through  8.8  inches 
of  travel.  In  back,  CR250R-type  gas- 
pressurized  laydown  shocks  deliver 
78  inches  of  cushioning  action. 

With  moss-covered  rocky  streams 
and  cactus-peppered  desert  trails 
to  pick  his  way  through,  steering 
precision  is  high  on  an  enduro  rider's 
priorities.  That's  where  Honda's 
unique  23-inch  front  wheel  and 
exclusive  Honda-designed  new 
pattern  enduro  tires  excel.  The  front 
wheel  helps  the  XR  steer,  corner  and 
brake  better  by  laying  a  longer 
footprint  on  the  ground.  And  its 
larger  diameter  rolls  more  easily  over 
potholes  and  whoop-de-doos.  The 


Copyrighted  materiar 


Designed  to  race.  Equipped  to  win. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection. 

Designed  for  off-road,  operator  use  only 
Model  availability  may  t)e  limited. 
Specifications  are  subject  to  cfiange  without  notice  For  free 
brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept.  CW29XR, 
Box  50,  Garderia,  California  90247.  ©  1979  AHM  Co.,  Inc. 

HONDA. 

co/MC  strong! 


:iNG  IT  TO  THE  TENS" 

uirdinj:  "Taking  It  lo  the  Tens"  in  the 
nber  1978  issue.  U.S.  Suzuki  feels  a 
isibility  to  remind  your  readers  of 
11  points. 

\\\  street-legal  motorcycles  manufac- 
on  or  after  January  1.  1978.  are 
ed  to  meet  the  U.S.  Environmental 
.tion  Agency  (EPA)  exhaust  emis- 
standards.  the  Suzuki  GSIOOOEC 
in  your  test  complied  with  the  EPA 
ions  standards  when  it  was  delivered 
CLE  WORLD  prior  to  the  test.  2) 
ill  law  makes  it  illegal  for  a  manufac- 
or  dealer  to  remove  or  render  in- 
live  the  emi.ssion  control  system,  or 
se  such  an  efl'ect.  Many  states  have  a 
r  provision  which  prevents  the  owner 
tampering  with  emission-controlled 
cs. 

■sc  laws  have  a  bearing  on  your  test 
to  the  extent  that  some  readers  may 
srtently  modify  their  motorcycles  in 
ion  of  state  law.  In  California,  for 
lie.  all  emissions-related  parts  must 
md  bv  the  manufacturer  of  the  part 
either  1)  the  equivalent  of  the  origi- 
juipnient  part  in  emissions  perfor- 


mance, in  which  case  it  can  be  installed 
legally,  or  2)  it  must  be  exempted  in  writ- 
ing by  the  California  Air  Resources  Board 
as  not  causing  the  vehicle  to  exceed  the 
applicable  standards  before  the  part  can 
be  sold  for  street  use.  While  California  is 
the  only  state  which  actually  regulates 
aftermarket  parts,  the  basic  concept  that 
the  owner  should  not  use  highly  modified 
bikes  on  the  street  is  common  to  many 
state  laws.  Many  modifications,  of  course, 
are  perfectly  legal,  provided  that  the  modi- 
fication does  not  cause  the  vehicle  to 
exceed  the  emi.ssions  standards.  All  modi- 
fications, naturally,  are  permitted  for  com- 
petition vehicles  which  are  not  used  on  the 
street.  Riders  should  consider  the  laws  of 
their  own  state,  the  way  they  plan  to  use 
the  motorcycle,  and  the  emi.ssions  perfor- 
mance of  aftermarket  parts  if  they  plan  to 
modifv  their  bikes. 

Noise  is  another  major  concern  of  the 
public,  and  noise  is  considered  by  many  to 
be  motorcycling's  number  one  enemy.  A 
sound  level  limit  of  83db(A)  under  spec- 
ified test  conditions  is  generally  accepted 
by  many  states  as  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  quiet  and  loud  motorcycles.  The 
exhaust  system  used  in  your  test  report  was 


well  above  the  83db(A)  limit,  and  would 
be  considered  excessively  noisy  in  many 
states. 

The  concept  behind  both  the  emissions 
and  noise  laws  is  social  responsibility.  As 
long  as  motorcyclists  ride  safely  and  con- 
siderately, on  motorcycles  with  minimal 
noise  and  exhaust  emission.s.  motorcycling 
will  not  attract  undue  government  intru- 
sion. As  our  sport  grows,  we  must  all  do 
our  own  share  to  be  good  citizens. 
Jeff  Burtt.  Manager 
Public  Relations 

John  Walsh.  Senior  Staff  Engineer 

Safetv  and  Legislation 

U.S.  SUZUKI  MOTOR  CORP. 

CLEARING  THINGS  UP 

Congratulations  to  you  at  CYCLE 
WORLD  on  a  much  improved  magazine.  I 
really  enjov  the  current  format,  content 
and  the  technical  features  that  I  can  grasp. 

John  Bettencourt 
Hewitt.  N.J. 

UP  FRONT 

Having  ridden  bikes  for  over  12  years 
and  owned  a  shop  for  six  years.  I  always 


MAKE  MONEY  FIXING  JUST  ONE  MOTORCYCLE 


No  Previous  Experience  Needed! 


If  you  like  to  ride  a 
for  fun  . .  .  learn  how  to  fix 

it  for  profit!  Can  you  imagine 
a  better  way  to  earn  your 
living  whether  you  choose  to 
work  in  a  cycle  shop  for  someone  , 
else  or  decide  to  start  your  own  ^ 
cycle  repair  business? 

Now,  thanks  to  North  American? 
there's  a  feist,  easy  way  to  get  train- 
ing at  home  in  your  spare  time. 
No  need  to  quit  school  or  your  job. 
Experts  show  you  step-by-step 
everything  from  minor  tune-ups 
to  major  overhauls. 

CYCLES  ARE  BIG  BUSINESS 

...AMD  SO  IS  FIXING  THEM! 

More  than  5  million  cycles  are  registered 
n  the  U.S.  today.  Plus  an  estimated  million 
more  dirt  bikes.  And  they  all  need  maintenance. 
Opportunities  vary  in  different  areas,  and  we 
cannot  promise  you  a  job.  But  a  survey  shows 
that  70.6%  of  our  graduates  seeking  work, 
found  jobs. 


TRAIN  AT  HOME  IN 
SPARE  TIME, 


I 


Special  Cycle  Tools  and  Test  Instru- 
ments included  to  start  you  fast! 

Professional  tools  plus  your  North 
American  "know-how"  help  you  become 
a  skilled  mechanic.  We  include 
wrenches,  sockets,  gauges,  test  instru- 
ments and  more  to  get  you  started  fast! 
Yours  to  use  during  training  .  .  .  yours 
to  keep  in  your  action-packed  career  as 
a  motorcycle  mechanic. 


Motorcycle 
Mechanic. . . 

EXPERTS  SHOW  YOU  WHAT  TO  00.  HOW  TO  DO  IT 


According  to  a  survey  made  by  a  leading  oubiication,  motor- 
ycle  mechanics  average  over  $800.00  a  month.  And  if  you  work 
for  yourself  and  charge  typical  prices,  you  might  make  even  more. 
How  much  you  can  charge  for  any  job 
will  depend  upon  the  competition  in 
your  area  and  the  quality  of  your  work. 
And,  of  course,  how  quickly  you  do  the 
job  also  determines  how  much  money 
you  will  make.  But  it's  not  the  money 
alone  —  just  think  of  the  satisfaction  in 
knowing  you've  got  the  best 
performing  bike  in  town. 

SEND  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 

Get  all  the  facts  now  .  .  .  without 
obligation.  Be  among  the  first  in  your 
neiglil>orhood  to  cash  in  on  profits  in 
motorcycle  repair  ^^^^^^ 


Accredited 
Member, 
Nstional  Home 
Study  Council 


I  Careers  by  Horn*  Study 

I  NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR 

I  4500  Campus  Dr.,  Dept.  eboi9.  Newport  Beach.  CA  92663 

I  Rush  free  color  brochure  and  full  Information  on  how  I  can 
I  learn  motorcycle  repair  for  only  a  few  dollars  a  month. 

I  NAME  AGE  


I  ADDRESS. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR  I 

4500  Campus  Dr.,  Dept.  eboi9  Newport  Beach  CA  92663  j 
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Sfop 

Wheel 
Hop 

GET  A  SMOOTHER, 
MORE  STABLE  RIDE 
AT  HIGH  SPEEDS 


ACP  Liquid  Tire  Balancer  and  Puncture  Sealer 
works  inside  your  motorcycle  tire  (tube  or 
tubeless)  to  hydrodynamically  balance  the 
entire  rotating  wheel  unit  as  you  ride. 

Centrifugal  force  pushes  the  ACP  Liquid  to  the 
furthest  points  from  the  center  of  rotation, 
resulting  in  a  smoother,  more  stable  ride, 
cooler  running  temperatures  and  longer  tire  life. 

ACP  Tire  Balancer  works  contin- 
uously, compensating  for  tire 
wear  and  road  conditions,  provid- 
ing balance  for  the  life  of  your  tire. 

Plus  puncture  protection! 
ACP  automatically  seals 
most  punctures  as  you  ride. 


SEND  50C 
FOR  PRODUCT 
EVALUATION 
LITERATURE 
AND  DECAL 


ADVANCED  CYCLE  PRODUCTS 
3633  West  MacArthur 
Suite  410.  Dept.  B31 
Santa  Ana,  California  92704 
(714)  549-8707 


PUNCTURE 
SEALER 


enjoy  Allan  Girdler's  "Up  Front."  He  is 
right  on  target  with  his  latest,  "The  Fear 
Perception  Factor." 

We  try  very  hard  to  relay  this  feeling  of 
danger  awareness  to  our  friends  and  cus- 
tomers. We  feel  we  will  have  them  longer 
with  this  attitude. 

When  non-riders  ask  me  how  I  can  keep 
on  riding  knowing  it  is  dangerous,  I  ask  in 
return:  Will  you  be  buried  in  a  box  when 
you  die?  They  reply,  yes.  1  expect  I  will.  My 
reply  is;  Me  too,  but  I'll  not  live  in  one. 

Joseph  N.  Persons 
Lake  City.  Fla. 

1  read  your  "Up  Front"  in  the  November 
1978  issue. 

Please  consider  this:  motorcycles  are  not 
dangerous,  riding  on  public  streets  with 
autos  can  be. 

I  have  owned  around  13  or  so  bikes  and 
have  yet  to  have  one  of  them  actually  hurt 
me  in  any  way.  I  have  fallen  a  couple  times 
and  once  broad-sided  a  '60  Dodge  but  it 
wasn't  the  fault  of  the  '49  Harley  125  I  was 
riding. 

Another  consideration  is  that  motorcy- 
cles and  cars  shouldn't  really  be  compared 
with  each  other.  I  ride  a  bike  because  I  like 
motorcycles  as  a  hobby  or  sport.  Yes.  I  do 
use  my  BMW  for  work  but  really  a  second 
small  car  would  be  belter  if  transportation 
were  my  only  consideration.  Actually  mo- 
torcycle riding  would  be  better  compared 
to  skiing,  boating,  or  ice  hockey,  or  any 
sport  that  involves  a  bit  more  than  average 
skill  and  daring. 

It  is  interesting  and  heartbreaking  to 
read  a  bike  magazine  or  flying  magazine  or 
hunting  or  fishing  publication  or  even  a 
tropical  tish  monthly  and  see  the  inroads 
o\  government  into  the  subject. 

The  reason  for  this  interest  is  not  to 
make  things  safe  or  help  the  environment 
or  make  life  better  in  any  way.  but  the 
entire  ultimate  goal  is  simply  government 
(Central)  intervention  in  the  private  and 
public  life  of  all  people.  The  EPA.  DOT.  or 
whatever,  battle  is  much  larger  than  most 
people  realize. 

Ron  Vance 
Aston,  Pa. 


MIKE  THE  BIKE 

Funny  how  things  affect  us.  isn't  it?  Had 
just  finished  reading  Barry  Coleman's  fine 
article  describing  Mike  Hailwood's  return 
to  the  TT.  and  once  again  I  could  see  it, 
and  hear  it.  and  smell  it,  and  taste  it. 

And  I  cried. 

Ted  Anderson 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 


coniinued  on  page  20 


CARBSri 

MERCURY  CARS  SYNCHRONI 


The  most  accurate  and  convenient  t 
carb-synchronizer  available. 


1995 

(patented)  of 


wll 
ad  a 

supplle 
GARB  STI) 
be  used  c 
of  ttia  folic 


•  Kawasaki— all  tour  strokes 

•  Honda— all  fours  and  360, 200  twins 

•  BMW— all  ;6's,  /7's  and  S  Models 

•  Yamaha— XS750, 650, 500, 360 

•  Suzuki— GT-750, 550, 380  ; 

•  Moto  Guzzi— Laverda— Benelli 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  b. 
SEND  CASH.  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER 

PASER  INSTRUMENTATION,  IN 

4913  W.  Avalon  Dr..  Phoenix,  Arizona  85 
or  call  602-272-5444 

Dealer  inquiries  invited 


turn 

Blue  Diamond  is  now  available  to  1 
demanding  cyclist  who  wants  the 
best  chain  protection. 

•  SAFE  GUARDS  "0  "  RINGS 

■  COMPLETELY  WATERPROOl 

•  DOES  NOT  FLY  OFF 

•  GREASE  BASE  (NOT  OIL) 

•  OUTLASTS  ALL  OTHERS  ' 

•  RACE  TRACK  PROVEN 

•  FOR  ALL  CHAIN  DRIVES 
MON  EY  BACK^  GUAR  ANTE! 

Blue  Diamond  Products,  P.O.  Box  ; 
'  Port  Jefferson  Sta.,  New  York  117: 

Enclosed  is  $4.95  for  Aerosol  spray 

can  of  Blue  Diamond  Chain  Lube  S 
'  Free  sticker.  Money  Back  Guaranti 

if  not  fully  satisfied. 

kName  ^  


Address . 


LCity. 


.  State  , 


Zip. 


_    Blue  Diamond  Pays  Postage. 
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IT  COAT  Fits 

itne!^  Keep 

this  winter; 
Idle  wind- 
in6  dust, 
je  laver  ot 

repellent 
,  inner  layer 
yester  (ill 
Jam  Soft 

taffeta 
?  layer 
c  bands  ft 
r  tabs  for 
'itting. 
able 

$1095 

$12.95 


ACCESSORIES  for  HONDA, 
YA«(IAHA,KAMASAKI, 
SUZUKI  and  others 


RAIN  PROOF 
CYCLE  LUGGAGE 


B-STUFFER  BAt  -  10"  diameter. 

17"  lon«.  Holds  two  helmets 
and  clotning.  Travels  securely. 
Three-snapllap.  Heavy  duty 
slings.  Red,  Blue,  Black  tt1.4l 


CHROMC  OIL  PRESSURE  SAUCE 

Withstands  vibration  and  tough  usage.  All  chrome 
casing  &  mounting  hardware.  I V^"  gauge  dial, 
replaceable  dial  facing,  no-vibration  needle. 
Easy  bolt-on  mount. 


WEATHER  GLOVES 

Jther,  deep  pile 
.  ridged 

..padded  hnuchles 
sther  gauntlets, 
table  wrist  strap, 
only.  Si«s  XS.  S, 
XL     }19.49  pr. 


$I3.2S 


MOTOCROSS  GLOVES  Simulated  leathei 
in  black.  4  sues  S,M,L,XL. 
Pr.  S4.95    2  pr.  t8.49 


C-SUPER  STUrfER-21"long. 

12"  diameter.  All  features,  plus 
"piggy  back"  pouch 
Red,  Blue,  Black  $15.49 

D-TANK  RAG  Straps  to 

fas  tank;  12"il0"»5". 
opside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  pouch. 
Heavy-duty  sling  for  take- 
along  convenience. 
Red.  Blue,  Black  SI  S.49 

COMPim  SET  All  three  bags  in 

matching  colors. 
Red.  Blue.  Black  140.00 


y  BAR  CARRT-ALL  LUGGAGE  Fits  all  bars, 
f  in  a  jilly  Double  lined,  heavy  duty 
.  full  zipper  enclosure  Waterproof.  2- 
I  carry-handle,  use  as  hand  luggage 
'"i*'  Standard  -  Black  only  $19.95 
le  heny  daty  —  Black  or  Brown  $29.95 


GRAFT  EXCLUOER 

Fits  all  helmets  Stops 
helmet  lift,  protects  against 
drafts,  dirt,  grit,  etc. 
Vetcro  strip  for  quick,  easy 
on-off.  $7.95 


FUEL  GAUGE  Fits  all  Honda  flip 
cap  models,  all  years  Mounts 
easily  with  Honda  recall  locks 
Also  Yamaha  75's  (road)  and 
Kawasaki  75's  (road).  Easily 
nstaiied  •"^1 


NEW  GAS  CAP  LOCK  For  all 

Honda  flip  cap  models,  all 
years.  Can  be  used  with  new 
fuel  gauge  (Honda  only]. 
Heavy  duty.  2  keys.  Easy  to 
install.  $9.95 


COOL  WUTHER  CAURnm 

Soil  cowhide  gloves,  foam 
lining  for  warmth  &  comfort 
Insu'ated  vinyl  gauntlets, 
adjustable  wrist  strap.  Black 
w  maroon  &  white  stripe.  Sizes 
XS,  S,  M,  L,  XL        $19.49  ft- 


CYCLE  COVERS  Form  fitted, 
protects  against  all  weather. 
Heavy  gauge,  cloth 
backed.  Reststs  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
With  tie  straps. 


I  Bike  ihown  includes 
sissy  bir  &  pad, 

I      luggage  rach  and 
sAddifi  b»KS' 


"No.  1  PATCH" 

For  SUZUKI,  NONOA. 
YAMAHA.  KAWASAKI, 

HARLEY. 

Brilliant  Red.  White 
&  Blue  embroidereiJ 
4"  high.  Iron-on 
or  sew-on.  Specify 
name.  No.  86 

$1.50 


Moped  Cover  $2(JS 


i«95a  For  160CC  t  smaller 

*M1  For  750CC  &  smaller 

'962  w/Sissy  Bar 

'964  w.'WndshId 

,'966  Sissy  Bar  I  Wndshio  ' 

»970  For  lOOOcc 

#972  w/Sissy  Bar 

#974  w/WndshId 
WO  Sissy  Bar  1  Wndshid  i 


SILVER  WING  PATCH 

For  YAMAHA,  HONDA,  SUZUKI, 
KAWASAKI,  HARLEY. 

11"  wide  embroidered  patch  Silver  wings, 
black  and  gold  insignia  Iron-on  or  sew-on. 
Soccifv  name  Ho.  30  ^3  5Q 


MINEOU  CRUISE  CONTROL  Effortless 
throttle  control.  Eliminates  fatigue,  wrist 
pains.  Quick,  easy  on-off  installation. 
Fits  all  cycles.  $2.49 


IGO"  SAODIE  BAGS  For  on  or  off  bike.  Double  duly 
fit  under  seat,  over  seat,  over  shoulder.  Heavy 
Naugahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
reinforced.  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit. 
bag  12"  wide,  1 1"  (iifih.  i'/t"  deep.  Great 

nation  for  free  &  easy  travel  Set  of  two 

darn  -  Black  only  $19.95 

r,  'lut<  (Reinlorceai  _  BUf,  01  Brown   $24  99 


EAGLE  PATCH  for 

HONDA,  YAMAHA.  HARLEY 
.KAWASAKI.  SUZUKI 

finely  detailed  7.color 
embroidered  patch 
Bronze  wings,  brown 
body,  silver  head  &  legs, 
yellow  talons  &  beak 
Iron. on  or  sew-on 
■t  sizes  Specify  name 
Monster  10"  x  H'/j" 
No.  103  $13.95 
Giant  8"  X  10" 
No.  77  $8  99 

Regular  3' ;"  x  i" 
No.  81  $3  49 

Mini  2ii"  >  3'«" 
No  90  $1  9S 


NEW  CYCLE  SPAT 

protects  againsi 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting.  One  size 
fits  all  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps.  Extra  strap 
included.  Black  or 
Brown  $3.98 


We  ship  WorMwidc 


NELMET  SPEAKERS  Wettlierpraof  remott 

speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Fits 
earphone  |tck  of  transistor  radio.  2H''iIVt". 
Includes  cable  connectors  $12.BS 
Optionil  2.helmet  attKhment  $4.K 


CUSTOM  CHROME 
GAUGE  COVERS 

»-;Sturdy,  gieam- 
'ing  chrome  rims 
dress  up  and 
protect  your 
gauges.  Fit 
all  Hondas. 
Specify  model. 
Set  of  two  $14.95 


Cruise  all  day.  Dial  in  a  constant 
throttle  speed,  or  just  enough  to 
overcome  hand  &  arm  fatigue. 
Easy  throttle  shutoff.  Thumb 
control  lever  easily  engages  or 
disengages.  Install  in  minutes  — 
no  special  tools.  For  Honda, 
Yamaha.  Suzuki^tjwasaki,  BMW. 
Triumph.  ^^1>B^ 


Quick  release  that 
works  like  a  miniature 
seat  belt  Polished 
metal.  Replaces  "D" 
rings  $2.98 


VisK  oar  only  rctjil  iRCJtion. 


E-Z  REPLACEMENT  SEATS 


;-Z  LOW  BOY 

E-Z  DOUBLE  SAOOLEl 

$63.95  complete  e.irii 
concept  in  custom  seats.  Use  your  original  seat  base 
ill  pre-formed  foam  and  cover  yourself.  Fits  like  stock.  Half-hour 
ilatton  complete  with  directions.  No  glueing,  no  cutting,  no  special  tools 
ed  AvjiLibie  in  Double  Saddle  or  Low  Boy  Black  only  For  Honda  GLIOOO,  CBX 
iOK/F/A,  CB5S0K.  400  Hawk.  CXSOO;  Kawasaki  KZ900/1000.  K2650:  Yamaha 
00.  750-2D/E/SE.  650  7  6  t  later;  Suzuki  OSIOOO,  GS750/55a  ,  GT750/550 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do-it-Yourselfer" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adiustments. 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 

KAWASAKI 


TWO  WAY  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring.  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 
normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals.  All  plastic, 
non-eleclric,  no  maintenance.  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect. 
Works  hands-free.  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  only  2  oz. 
$8.95  Ml  3  or  more  $7  60  itt.  . 

AM  FM  portable  radio  attachment  $3.98 


HONOR 

GHOOO* 
750 

350-550  Fours 
450  500T 
350  360T 
XL  Series 
Elsinore  Series 
125/200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


'75- '77 
•69-78 
■71-78 
•66-76 
•68.'76 
72-^75 
•73-^75 
•69-'76 
•68-'75 


$7.95 
$7.95 
$6.95 
$6.99 
$7,95 
$8.95 
$8.95 
$8.99 
$8.99 


/I  ;  1000 
Tr)ple"s 
Jingles 
K2650 
YAMAHA 
Street  2-strokes 
Endures 
4  strokes 
SUZUKI 
Triples 

Singles  &  Twin 
GS7S0 


■73-'78 
'69-'75 
•69-75 
77-'78 

•67-'75 
•68-^74 
'70-^74 


S7.9S 
$6.99 
$6.99 
$7.9S 

$6.99 
$6.99 
$6.99 


•72-^74  $6-95 
•70-'74  $8.95 
•77-78  $'.95 


'Other  name  brand  manuals  will  be  supplied. 

Wff  rfierv.  the  right  to  thip  equivalent  minuelt 
whin  availability  or  ito<k  prevents  immediate  shipment. 


MONARCH  SEAT 
All-steel  bases 
used  exclusively 


New  custom  seat  of  top  grade 
Naugahyde  Contoured  styling 
Beautiful  button  tuft  pattern.  Uses 
original  seat  mounting  hardware. 
E^sy  to  mslail  For  Honda  CB550K 
•77-'78;  CB750K/F  •73-'78:  400  Hawk; 
Kawasaki  400,  650,  750,  900,  1000 
all  years.  Yamaha  750,  650,  '74 
&  later;  Sujuki  GS75  '77-'78, 

Gsiooor  „_ 
$69.95 


NOW  PHONE  YOUR  ORDER 

TOLL  FREE  ^^es'^^ 
800-645-6066 


or  call  516-248-5775 


$1 


NEW  1979  CATALOG 

($1 .50  by  Air  Mail  anywhere  in  the  worig  * 

FREE 

aitli  all 
orders 
$5 


[  DEALER  INQUIRIES  INVITED 


TWO  WHEEL 
ACCESSORIES 

NAME  

ADDRESS  


HONDA  of 
MINEOLA 


336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE 
MINEOLA.  N.Y.  11501  * 
(516)24«-5775 


CITY 


-STATE 


_ZIP- 


.  Model  ' 


-Serial 


QUAN. 

ITEM 

SIZE 

choices) 

PRICE 

N  y  sijif  lei.aenii  add     wies  m          Mi  6%  Shipping 

(Mlaimam  $1) 

'  Soecial  HanOlxg  &  DIvy  SI.50  idilnional  loolionail  TOTAL 

^'Several  tire  companies  liave  rigs  built  for 
just  the  sort  of  tests  we  planned.  One  of  the  best 
systems  was  built  and  is  used  by  Continental  Tire 
Company  and  our  rig  was,  frankly,  begun  after 
careful  scrutiny  of  the  Continental  equipmentrj 

Cycle  Wdrld:  Editorial 


Out  of  this  test,  came  excellent  ratings  for  our  performance. 

And  from  the  performance  with  riders  came  excellent  ratings  for  our  mileage. 

That  makes  double  excellence  for  the  ContiTwins. 


continued  from  puf^e  16 

10  BEST  BIKES 

Hurray  for  you  guys  giving  Triumph 
honorable  mention.  It  took  a  lot  of  guts.  I 
just  bought  my  first  Triumph,  a  new  1977 
Bonneville,  and  I'm  pleased  as  punch  with 
it.  Mine  even  leaks  a  bit  of  oil. 

Steve  Murray 
San  Jose.  Calif 

LEGISLATION  ON 
MOTORCYCLES  (MORE) 

I  strongly  agree  with  the  remarks  of 
Larry  Quirk  (Letters.  November  1978) 
that  a  brake  light  in  the  daytime  provides 
stronger  stimulus  to  following  motorists 
when  it  is  not  confused  with  and  diluted  by 
the  rear  running  (tail)  light.  I  have  also 
wired  my  R69S  to  provide  headlight  on/ 
taillight  off  for  daytime  riding. 

Girdler's  remarks  in  the  same  issue  (Up 
Front)  were  insightful  and  correct.  1 
haven't  been  riding  as  long  as  Girdler  (I'm 
31).  but  we  think  alike. 

David  Brick 
Santa  Cruz.  Calif 

Regarding  Larry  Quirk's  comments 
about  the  daytime  taillight/brakelight 
safety  hazard,  here's  a  related  experience:  I 
ended  up  under  a  pickup  truck,  one  sunny 


afternoon,  in  the  canyons  northeast  of  Los 
Angeles  due  to  a  situation  similar  to  the 
one  which  Mr.  Quirk  describes.  The  truck 
was  traveling  slowly  on  the  far  right  side  of 
the  road,  as  I  approached  from  behind. 
Although  his  single-lens  taillights  were 
flashing  as  the  driver  applied  his  brakes.  I 
failed  to  detect  the  left  flasher  also  blink- 
ing, and  prepared  to  pass  him  at  about  55 
mph.  I  lived  through  the  collision  which 
resulted  from  the  left  turn  which  he  began 
just  about  that  time.  I  say  "began"  because 
he  never  finished  the  turn  into  his  steep 
driveway:  my  poor  old  Super  Hawk 
wedged  under  the  frame  brought  him  to  a 
stop.  I  was  not  seriously  injured,  and  the 
ensuing  vociferous  discussion  covered  the 
point  that  his  turn  signal  was  on.  was  still 
on  in  fact. 

Leaving  aside  the  propriety  of  turning 
left  from  the  right  shoulder,  the  main  cause 
of  the  accident  was  the  confusion  of  signals 
coming  from  the  rear  signal  lights;  the 
braking  signals  over-rode  the  flasher  func- 
tion. 

I'm  all  for  vehicle  signal  lights  which  are 
difl'erentiated  by  location  as  well  as  on-ofT 
and  color  functions:  The  split-second  deci- 
sions in  fast  trafl^c  don't  allow  much  time 
to  ponder  which  light  means  what. 

C.  E.  Buckler 
Berkeley.  Calif 


ANY  HELP? 

I  recently  purchased  an  Allstate  i 
cycle,  model  number  810.94182. 
split-Single.  It  was  manufactured  b\ 
in  approximately  1962. 

I  would  appreciate  any  infoi  maiic 
or  your  readers  might  have  on  parts 
ability,  especially  in  northwestern  Pe 
vania  or  northern  Ohio. 

Dave  Ditz 
Box  85 
Fryburg.  Pa 

Can  anyhodv  help? 

HONDA  CX500 

In  your  March  1978  issue,  the  . 
Honda  for  '78.  gave  a  highly  l'a\v 
report  on  the  CX500.  After  readiii 
decided  to  purchase  one.  I  was  pi 
with  its  performance  when  ii  ran 
hasn't  run  often.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
only  run  two  days  since  the  end  of  A 
I  can't  tell  if  the  problem  is  the  engine 
or  the  Honda  mechanics  but  I  woul 
nitely  purchase  a  more  established  bi 
had  the  chance  to  start  over. 

Dana  J.  0| 
Wayzata. 

coniinueit  on  p 


. .  .for  riden 
who  know! 


Bates  Leathers  are  Number  One  by  over  4  to  1 !  That's  what  a  i 
magazine  survey  showed. 

Why  such  popularity?  Why  do  professional  and  pleasure  \ 
alike  specify  Bates  Leathers — and  wait  to  get  Bates  when 
might  possibly  make  an  instant  purchase  of  a  lesser  brand' 
Perhaps  the  reason  is  because  Bates  Leathers  are  hand-ci 
custom  tailored.  Or  maybe  it's  the  choice  of  over  30  colot 
perhaps  the  fact  you  can  design  your  own. 

Perhaps  it's  the  uncompromising  workmanship  in  a  work 
seems  to  lack  quality  these  days.  Maybe  it's  because  the  top  \ 
in  the  world — men  who  know — wear  Bates  Leathers. 

Whatever  the  reasons  for  Bates  superiority,  why  not  order  yo 
and  experience  the  joy  of  owning  the  very  best. 

BATES  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  240-WJ,  Long  Beach,  California  90801 

Send  for  complete  kit  of  catalogs  on  Competition  and  Street  Leathe 
Gloves  and  Accessories,  plus  Leather  Swatches  and  Decals.  Only  ; 


When  it  comes  to 
dl-aiound  performance,  nobody 
out-periorais  Suzuki. 

Case  in  point:  The  GS-750. 

Growing  Legend.  Introduced 
a  scant  three  years  ago,  this  bike 
has  become  the  standard  by 
which  other  750s  are  often  com- 
pared. Not  surprising.  Because 
this  powerful,  agile  and  beau- 
tifully balanced  machine 
excels  in  all  phases  ot 
performance.  Truly,  it  is  a 
precision  instr\iment. 

How  Legends  Are  Made. 
Its  quickness  comes  from  It 
Suzuki's  proven  4-stroke  \ 
DOHC  powerplant.  Its 
agility  is  the  resujkttef  alight 
but  rigid  chassis  plus  out- 
standing action  flom  front  _ 
fork«4e^rear  shocks.  Andjis 
overall  completeness  stems  ' 
from  such  fine  features  as  disc  ^ 
brakes  front  and  rear,  high- 
performance  tires,  digital  gear 
indicator  and  an  electric  outlet 
for  accessories. 

Best  of  all,  it's  built  with  Suzuki's 
legendary  craftsmanship.  So  you 
know  it'll  put  on  a  long-running 
performance.  / 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-750  is  one  of  the  world  s  ^ 
great  perionneis.  \ 


HARLEY-DAVIDSOrfHAS  NEVER  FORGOTTEN 
THE  BASK  REIATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN  MAN  AND  MOTORCYCLE. 

You  don't  find  the  truth  alx)ut  men,  or  motorcycles,  in 
the  conference  room  of  some  ivory  pagoda.  If  you're  not 
afraid  to  find  the  facts,  you  start  at  places  like  the 
B(X)t  Hill  Sal(X)n. 

Ever  since  bikers  have  been  meeting  in  Day- 
tona,  they've  gone  to  the  B(X)t  Hill  Sal(X)n  to  relax 
and  talk  motorcycles.  Willie  G.  Davidson  and  the  crew 
fr(;m  H^uiey  have  been  there.  They've  seen  youi' custom- 
ized Super  (jlides.  He^ud  you  speak  in  mystical  terms 

We  support  the  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation  and  the  A.M.A.  and  believe  in  safety  first.  .Always  ride  with  lights  and  helmet.  Help  keep  insurance  costs  down; 


of  the  creative  art  and  science  of  customizing. 

So  Willie  went  home  and  built  one  for  himself 
what  he  saw,  and  the  Low  Rider  emerged.  A  12C 
beast  that  you  control  27"  from  the  white  lines  or 
pavement. 

Inside,  you  find  yourself  at  the  heart  of  Harh 
legendary  V-Twin  rhythm  and  low-end  torque.  Yi 
feet  sit  b{jldly  on  the  highway  pegs  while  your  fri 
rests  her  back  on  a  sissy  bar  that  holds  a  hand  la* 
leather  stash  pouch  embossed  with  the  Harley  tn 
mark.  Down  this  deep  in  drag  style  steel,  it's  not 
clear  where  the  machine  stops  and  the  biker  begi 
For  1979,  important  perfonnance  points  inch 


or  no  maintenance.  A  high-flow  air  cleaner  that 
more  air  to  reach  the  cai"buretor,  helping  the 
le  breathe  fi'ee  and  easy.  And  three  big  disc 
es  (two  in  fiont,  one  in  back)  to  furnish  more  than 
gh  muscle  to  keep  this  highly  efficient  arsenal 
r  control. 

The  Low  Rider  pictured  above  wears  a  two-tone, 
r  and  black,  color  combination.  Set  off  by  metic- 
i\y  hand  painted  red  pinstriping.  After  we'd  put 
<tended  lorks,  3!/2"  risers,  drag  style  handlebai's 
1  chrome  plated  rear  wheel  sprfx:ket,  we  knew  that 
it  pink  and  harvest  yellow  would  never  do. 

ur  bike.  Kdllow  owners  manual  for  maintenance.  Specificaticins  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


^1   lo  w.iij  «  .^wup.v.  wi       iiw.ii  ^he  highway.  But 
there  you'll  realize  you're  light  years  from  the  standard 
100%  compromise  machines  that  roll  out  of  foreign 
factories.  By  now,  however,  it  should  be  clear  that 
Harley- Davidson  has  always  danced  to  a  different 
tune.  You  inight  hear  it  if  you  put 
your  ejir  up  close  to  the  juke  box 
at  the  B(X)t  Hill  Saloon. 

Harley-Davidson 

UNTIL  YOirVE  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
YOU  HAVENS  BEEN  ON  A  MOTORCYCLL 


Copyrighted  material 


GREAT  ON  THE  STREET, 
GREAT  IN  THE  DIRT! 


&  HYDRON^ 

CYCLING  PRODUCTS 


'7'LEASE  PRINT  IN  INK  THIS  IS  rniiR"* 
SHIPPING  LABEL  .  CW2 

NAME     .. 

ADDRESS    . 

CITY   .     . .  _.    .   ,  , 

STATE  ...  ZIP 

 (Check  or 


National  Hydron  Incorporated 
a  national  patent  company 
PO  Box  222-East  Petersburg,  PA  17520 
717/569-8711 


.L 


I  enclose  $   

money  order  1  Please  send  me  the 
following 

□  Color  Lit  Pack  Decals  &  Patch 
($2  00) 

o  MXL  T  Shirt  White  on  Blue  ($4  00) 
Specity  size  S/M/L/XL   

PA  residents  add  6%  sales  tax  OHer 
expires  December  31  1979  Allow 
4  weeks  for  delivery 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A_ 


fflOTORCYClC 

fliKimnKs 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 

Ch<c*go  CMTipui  North  HcUted  Street  Chtcago.  llNnoo  606ST  312'979'OTr 


Ftor>d«  Campui  13700  NW  I9lh  A««   Bay  14  Mta 


I  Flonda  33054  30S  6B5  6466 


I 

r 


Name 


Age 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mectianlcs  fill  out 
and  return  today 

□  I  am  a  veteran. 
Telephone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


PRE  PUBLICATION  ANNOUNCEMENT 

BIKER'S  GUIDE  TO 

BAJA  BY  JOE  PARKHURST 

THE  FIRST  BOOK  DEVOTED  EXCLUSIVELY 
TO  MOTORCYCLING  IN 
BAJA  CALIFORNIA',  MEXICO 

The  Biker's  Guide  To  Baja  is  the  first  ever  complete  guide  to  riding  in  Baja  for  the 
motorcyclist.  It  includes  such  things  as;  advice  on  machines  to  ride;  what  to  wear  and 
take  with  you;  handling  customs  and  laws;  eating  and  drinking;  places  to  camp  or  stay; 
using  Mexican  currency;  obtaining  proper  insurance;  how  to  get  there  to  start; 
availability  and  quality  of  gasolines;  documents  needed;  photographing  from  a  bike,  and 
much  more.  Just  about  everything  you  need  to  know  befor&  jumping  off  into  the  wilds 
of  virtually  the  last  remaining  unspoiled  motorcycling  paradise.  The  book  is  divided  into 
ten  different  off -road  rides  in  the  500  mile  deep  northern  half  of  Baja,  of  varying  lengths 
and  degrees  of  difficulty.  This  issue  of  Cycle  World  contains  a  story  covering  three  of 
these  rides.  Fully  illustrated  by  the  author  with  photographs  plus  maps  taken  over 
fifteen  years  of  riding  on  the  fabulous  peninsula.  It  also  includes  a  special  section  on 
highway  touring.  SVi"  deep,  B!^"  wide,  it  is  a  soft  back  book,  printed  on  quality  paper. 

ADVANCE  ORDERS  BEING  TAKEN  NOW  AT  SPECIAL  PRE 
PUBLICATION  PRICE  OF  $5.95  PLUS  50^  POSTAGE  AND 
HANDLING.  BOOKS  WILL  BE  MAILED  AFTER  APRIL  1ST, 
1979.  PRICE  AFTER  APRIL  1ST  WILL  BE  $6.95.  Calll.  Res.  add  6% 

PARKHURST  PUBLISHING  CO. 
1812  Alaska  Ave.,  Costa  Mesa,  California  92626 


conlinued  from  pa^e  20 

I  received  my  first  issue  of  CY 
WORLD  and  read  the  praises  of 
CX500.  A  month  ago  I  was  also  one  i 
biggest  fans.  However,  my  beautiful 
CX  has  been  sitting  in  my  friendly  n( 
borhood  bike  shop  for  several  weeks  ' 
ing  for  a  cam  chain  tensioner  to  a 
from  Japan. 

The  CX  is  my  first  motorcycle  and 
ing  a  one  month.  5000  mile  trip  tc 
Grand  Canyon  has  only  whetted  my  a 
tite  for  more  riding.  Also  frustrating  i 
fact  that  August  in  the  Northwest  w 
record  high  for  rain  but  September 
October  (since  my  bike  has  been  of 
road)  have  been  beautiful  and  very 
My  boyfriend  has  been  doing  a  Ic 
riding  on  his  Honda  750  (four  year: 
but  very  reliable)  and  here  I  sit  rea 
CYCLE  WORLD. 

Yusune  Alexa 
Seattle.  Wash 

MAKING  NEW  TRAILS 

I  enjoyed  the  article  on  "Making 
Trails"  in  the  November  1978  issue 
friends  and  1  have  been  using  a  si 
scheme  here  in  Colorado  for  several  ' 

Here's  a  suggestion  for  your  reader: 
live  in  the  West  and  those  Easterner* 
can  ride  in  National  Forests.  Nationa 
est  i^aps  cover  a  much  larger  area  tha 
uses  topo  maps  and  are  often  mor 
to-date  with  respect  to  trails  and  r 
The  topo  maps  will  set  you  back  a  bi 
if  you  buy  enough  to  cover  any  reason 
sized  riding  territory.  If  you  feel  the 
for  a  contour  map,  the  USGS  doe 
county  maps  which  appear  to  have  ; 
the  same  scale  as  the  Forest  maps  ar 
course,  elevation  contours  as  well. 

The  other  advantage  of  the  1  orest 
is  their  size,  or  lack  of  it.  The  map  is  f \ 
to  a  convenient  size  for  a  belt  pai 
pocket.  In  spite  of  the  scale  as  comj 
with  the  topo  maps,  we  have  always  l1 
the  Forest  maps  adequately  detaile 
our  purposes.  Also,  in  the  places  we 
most  excess  gear  on  the  bikes  gets  v 
out.  A  roll  of  maps  on  the  bars  as  sho\ 
Mr.  Hicks  might  make  it  but  the  clip! 
would  have  to  go. 

Hugh  Z 
Colorac 

CLUBS  SPOKEN  HERE 

The  Yamaha  650  Society  was  ret 
formed  to  enhance  the  enjoyment  ol 
130,(X)0  riders  who  have  chosen  it.  Ai 
membership  includes  ten  issues  of  " 
650  NEWS"  with  answers  to  ques 
product  and  accessory  information, 
sonal  recognition  for  hot  tips,  and  a 
portunity  to  share  the  650  experience 
riders  everywhere.  New  members  wil 
receive  a  special  insignia,  society  men 
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Announcing  a  Revolution. 
The  Maico  Magnum  Enduros 

This  is  the  year  it  happened.  Maico  is  bringing  Magnum  perfomnance 
to  Enduro  competition  .  .  .  and  they're  serious  about  it.  Never  before  — 
in  a  single  model  year  —  have  inventive  Maico  engineers  brought 
so  much  to  the  sport. 

More  H.P.  Less  Lbs.  The  power  is  up  in  a  new  Magnum  engine  with  special  alloy 
pistons,  GP  lightweight  crankshaft,  and  '79  porting.  The  famous  Maico  powerband  is 
there,  but  overall  weight  is  down. 

A  Radical  New  Profile  A  shaped  swingarm  lowers  the  center  of  gravity,  lowers 
the  seat  height.  The  countershaft  sprocket  moves  next  to  the  swingarm  pivot 
eliminating  twelve  chain  links  and  tensioners. 

Enduro  Depeiulabllity  An  even  ten  inches  of  travel  front  and  rear  with  air  forks 
and  dual  rate  spring  mounted  gas  shocks.  Bosch  CDI  ignition.  Quiet  double-wall 
exhaust  pipe  with  Sl^ay  spark  arrestor.  Metzeler  tires  on  rugged  gold 
anodized  rims. 

Enduro  Performance  A  new  unified  command  unit  including  speedometer,  hom, 
front  number  plate  and  headlight.  GP  side  number  plate,  rugged  rear  fender  and  tail 
light,  long-range  gas  tank,  center  stand,  chain  guard  and  much  more  ...  it's  all 
standard,  all  race-ready  at  your  Maico  dealer.  If  you're  ready  to  move  up  in  class,  get 
on  a  Magnum  Enduro  —  250,  400  or  450  cc. 


MAKO:  1256  Progress  Rd.,  Suffolk,  VA  23434  •  Rt.  1 .  Box  21 1 .  Antioch.  IL  60002  •  1 10  E.  Santa  Ana  Ave.,  Burbank.  CA  91502  •  Canada  -  64  Healy  Rd..  Bolton.  Ont. 
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BIKE 
BOOTS 


Specially  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider; 
crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  for  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLD  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  height;  roomy  iquire  too 

•  Harness  strap  with  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  leathar  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  Scuff- resistant  leather  toe  cap 

•  Special  reinforcad  steel  shanh 
under  arch 

•  Deep  deated  VIBRAM<»  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand- 
stained  brown  cowhide  iMith  black 
toe  cap 

Siies  6  thru  14;  widths  B,  0,  E,  EE 


^79.50  per  pair  plus 
$3.00  shipping. 
Satistaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  INC. 

Dept.  C50.  P.O.  Box  468       Brockton,  Mass.  02403 

.  pairs  of  FRYE  Bike  Boots 
 Color  


Please  send , 
Size  


Width. 


I  enclose  $. 


.  □  Check     □  Money  Order 


1 


[  Or,  charge  my   □  BankAnnericard  □  Master  Charge 


  I 
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I 

J 


IBank  No. 
(M/C) 
I  Name  


Exp. 
Date 


I    I     I    I  I 


I 


Address  

City,  State,  Zip . 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


ENJOY  A ^ 

REWARDING 

CAREER  right  out  of 
school.  Find  out  how  you  can 
qualify  for  an  aviation  career  with 
great  opportunities,  eicitement  and  the 
respect  of  your  community. 

•  Famous  since  the  early  days  of 
aviation,  Spartan  continues  to  enjoy  a  world- 
wide reputation.  And  no  wonder!  Our  facilities 
include  three  campuses  covering  28  acres,  a 
quarter-million  square  feet  of  shop,  hangar, 
classroom  and  administrative  space  .  .  .  plus,  a 
skilled  faculty,  dozens  of  aircraft  and  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  equipment,  training  aids,  jet 
and  piston  engines  and  facilities.  //  you  are 
interested  in  Aviation . . .  you'll  be  interested 
K^^H     in  Spartan! 


AVIATION 

AIRCRAFT  ElECTXONICS  ^^^^H 

"    91%  PLACEMENT!         ^SP  \ 
ASK  US!  We'll  send  you  all  the  Facts  on  18  JjlV 
Aviation  Courses:  Costs,  Fjnancln£,  Curriculum,      gl8>  JL' 
Gl  Benefits,  Faculty,  Facilities,  etc./l<  i7<'>/ir<'(/  M|^B|^B,  j 
Member,  National  Association  of  Tradv   H^^BbBbl  1 
and  Technical  Schools  6iob  INSTRUMENT  REPAIR 


AIRCRAH  OR  HELICOPTER  PHOT 


SPARTAN  School  of  Aeronautics  Dept  EBOtg, 
International  Airport,  8820  East  Pine  Street 
P.O.  Box  51133,  Tulsa,  OI<lahoma  74151 
Pleas*  rush  me  FREE  and  Complete  Information 


Name. 


-Age. 


J  Address. 
I  City  


Phone 


_State. 


-Zip- 


I     IncluUe  information  on:  □  Gl  Benefits  □  Student  Loan 

^  Lictiutd  by  Ih*  Oitlahoma  Board  oi  Private  Sehoob. 


di.se  discounts,  free  classified  ads  nation- 
wide, and  a  money  back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction. 

Persons  interested  in  joining  may  send 
$6.50  to: 

J.  Griner.  Director 
Yamaha  650  Society 
Box  1 

Princeville,  111.  61559 

ALL-THUMBS  TOOL  KIT 

The  items  in  your  All-Thumbs  Tool  Kit 
have  been  mis-named  and/or  mis-used. 

13  to  15mm  Socket:  Really  a  14mm  self- 
ratcheting  socket.  Must  be  used  with  an  18- 
in.  breaker  bar,  with  3-ft.  pipe  extension. 

Prybar:  Why  would  anyone  ruin  a  per- 
fectly good  cold  chisel  with  anti-sparking 
head? 

Persuader:  A  combination  tool.  Thumb 
nail  darkener  with  stuck-jazzer  puller  at- 
tachment. 

Wrench;  A  de-knurling  tool.  Will  also 
remove  unsightly  chrome-plating  from 
various  shaft  diameters. 

Unknown  Tool:  This  tool  is  unknown 
because  it  is  rarely  seen  after  use.  It  is  of 
the  throw-away  type.  When  inverted  it  is 
used  to  weigh  anvils.  The  following  for- 
mula is  necessary  for  conversion:  Anvil 
weight  (A)  equals  Plunger  deflection  (Pd) 
plus  Dial  case  deflection  (Dcd)  times  Ac- 
celeration of  gravity  (32  fpsps).  (A)  is 
usually  equal  to  one. 

As  a  former  motorcycle  mechanic  and 
now  a  member  of  the  backyard  bunch,  I 
must  request  a  retraction  of  your  incorrect 
nomenclature. 

David  C.  Woodruff" 
Decatur.  Ind. 
HARLEY  HIGHLIGHTS 

I  read  with  interest  the  Harley  High- 
lights by  Henry  Maney  III  and  as  much  as 
I  realize  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  do 
justice  to  the  Harley-Davidson  name  in 
eight  pages,  he  has  committed  some  grave 
errors.  The  picture  on  page  52  is  of  a  45  in. 
oppo.sed  Twin-shaft  drive  that  was  chris- 
tened the  XA  not  a  WD  which  was  a 
common  V-Tw  in  45. 

A  loose-knit  group  of  collectors/enthu- 
siasts have  an  organization  for  the  restora- 
tion and  preservation  of  the  XA. 
Information  on  the  group  (about  a  dozen 
in  the  U.S.  and  one  in  Canada)  can  be  had 
by  writing  me  at  the  address  below. 

Hat's  off"  to  CYCLE  WORLD  for  the 
recognition  given  to  the  great  Harley- 
Davidson  history  and  to  Henry  Manney 
for  an  otherwise  fine  article. 

Craig  Thompson 
1409  W.  2nd  St. 
Rock  Spring.s,  Wyo.  82901 
YAMAHA  XS500 

I  have  been  a  motorcycle  enthusiast  for 
several  years  and  was  saddened  to  learn  in 
your  December  1978  i.ssue  that  the  Ya- 
maha XS500  will  be  discontinued.  > 


quality  motorcycle  products 


STOP  by  your  nearest  dealer  anc 
our  complete  line  of  accessories, 
sprockets  to  footpegs.  LOOK  and  ex; 
them  closely.  For  years  we  at  CI 
INDUSTRIES  have  maintained  a 
standard  of  quality  in  all  we  manufa 
Each  product  is  tested  under  rigid 
ifications,  assuring  it's  the  best  avai 
Now  we  skin  package  them  showir 
actly  what  you're  getting,  and  n- 
clearly  for  easy  identification.  So 
time  you're  buying  motorcycle  acces 
—  seek  out  our  new  bright  blue  and 
CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  packages. 
LOOK  and  BUY  the  BEST! 

Our  new  '77  catalog  with  specs'  and 
on  our  sprockets  and  many  other  pre 
is  now  available  for  $1.  Send  foi 
copy  today! 

«CIRCLE 

INDUSTRII 


17901  ARENTH  AVE./DEPT.  CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  CA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 


Cnr 


Rain  or 

Shine... 

"We  hit  it  all  in  our  border  to 

f^g\^g4£\^  prove  the  reliability  and  performance 

vvll  Uvl  IvIUI      potential  of  the  new  Ignitor  solid  state 
i;nition  system,  a  father  and  son  took  off  on  a  pair  of  matched 
•(XK)cc  touring  bikes.  One  was  stock  and  the  other  was  equipped 
rith  the  Ignitor.  The  Tour  Test  covered  3500  miles  from 
ilexico  to  Canada  and  back. 

The  results  were  that  the  Ignitor  equipped  machine 
urned  in  10%  better  gas  mileage  (44  MPG  vs.  48  MPG), 
i  arted  up  faster  and  had  an  edge  in  acceleration. 
'  The  Ignitor  fires  at  Zero  RPM  for  faster  cold  weather 
5;arts.  The  hall  cell  magnetic  firing  system  is 
maffected  by  dirt,  moisture  or  heat. 

If  you  can  change  a  set  of  points,  you  can 
Jistall  an  Ignitor.  Everything  fits  inside  the 
iHse,  no  black  boxes  or  external  components 
md  there  are  only  two  wires  to  hook  up. 

For  more  information,  send  for  the  free 
i-ochuie.  Per-Lux,  Inc./ 1242  East  Gdna 
ilace,  Covina,  CA  91724  (213)  331-4801 


rhe  Ignitor  is  performance  proven  witfi  over  10  MILLION  TROUBLE-FREE  MILES  in  Commercial  Fleets,  Industrial  and  Marine  installations. 

■.     ■  •  Copyrighted  material 


MECHANIC 
TRAINING 

APPROVED  FOR  VETERANS 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  INSTITUTE 
AMERICAN  MARINE  INSTITUTE 

p.  O.  Box  9128  Doytona  BMch,  Florida  32020 

1-800-874-0645  Z 

Fla.  Res.  Call  Collect  l'W4-2554»5 


SEND  ME  INFORMATION  ABOUT: 
Motorcycle  Mechanics  Course 
. Outboord  Mechanics  Course 
□  Stern  Drive  Mechanics  Course 


Nome  . 
Street 
City  _ 
State  - 


Age 


Zip- 


Phone  (. 


Vet. 


GENUINE 

BMW  PARTS 

2Q%0FF§e:leTust 

Price  List  upon  request. 
Parts  shipped  anywhere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328  Champlain  SL,  N.W. 
Washington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


HOWMUC 
AND  GO  ^ 
GETS  ^ 
YOU  VP?X 

The  lour-«trok« 
(peclallaUat  .^1^ 

powRou. 

think  you  jUmj 
should  have  no^  ^^^^J  jt 
leu  than  "^^WMim 
you  want.  wiJ*M 


We  encourage 
Canadian  direct  sales 


GET  UP 


Send  for  our 
new  Periomi- 
^ance  Fact  Book 
and  Catalogue. 
A  t3  postpaid, 
k   „  Discover 
"^l^the  e»act 
com- 
ponents 
for  highest  per- 
formance of 
your  engine. 


POWHOLL 
PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS.  INC. 
Shevlln  Park  Road  • 
^   P  O.  Box  1206  CW2 
W    Bend.  Oregon  97701 
503/382-6395 


Ht  tMlA  •  YAMAHA  •  KAWASAKI  •  s<  l/l  IKI 

OWROLL. 


This  summer  \  toured  9000  miles  cross- 
country on  my  XS500E.  and  after  65  mph 
ail  day  with  only  minimal  maintenance, 
the  bike  ran  perfectly  the  entire  trip.  How 
much  more  reliable  can  you  get?  It's  faster 
than  anything  from  Detroit,  very  well- 
designed  and  detailed,  and  handles  su- 
perbly. 

In  your  December  1977  review  of  the 
XS500E.  you  called  it  "The  Best  Half-litre 
Twin  Going."  How  could  such  a  bike  be 
discontinued? 

Peter  H.  Weiss 
New  York.  N.Y. 

OIL  COOLER  TEST 

The  oil  cooler  article  (December  1978) 
was  quite  interesting  and  informative. 
This,  together  with  your  recent  tire  article, 
is  representative  of  the  reasons  I  find  your 
magazine  worthwhile. 

The  article's  best  service  to  the  normal 
road  rider  or  touring  biker  is  in  showing 
that  his  bike  probably  doesn't  need  one 
and  why.  Although  it  wasn't  mentioned.  I 
wonder  if.  w  ith  all  that  plumbing,  there  is  a 
greater  likelihood  of  'blowing'  an  engine 
through  some  oil-line  rupture  or  connector 
leak  developing  than  from  the  heat  the 
modification  seeks  to  reduce.  Seems  to  me 
like  moving  one's  veins  and  arteries  to  the 
outside  of  the  body. 

Heat  dissipation  is  one  of  the  uppermost 
considerations  in  the  machine's  engineer- 
ing; priority  has  been  given  to  the  problem 
with  the  good  motorcycle.  Not  many  bad 
ones  stay  in  the  marketplace. 

It  could  be  added  that,  upon  check  ng.  if 
the  oil  temperature  seems  high  for  a  given 
model,  checks  of  high-speed  timing,  fuel- 
mixture,  tire-air.  wheel-bearings,  brake- 
drag  and  (don't  laugh)  engine  dirt  are  in 
order  before  adding  a  cooler. 

The  40W  and  50W  oils  mentioned  do 
not  e.xist  in  SAE  viscosity  designations. 
The  'W  suffix  indicates  a  cold  temperature 
(w  inter)  pour  point  or  flow  ability.  Because 
the  use  of  heavv  oils  in  winter  was  not 
contemplated  in  SAE  specifications,  num- 
bers 30  and  above  are  not  so  rated.  Thus,  in 
multi-grade  oils  the  W  appears  with  the 
lower  number,  such  as  IOW-40  or  20W-50. 
or  in  single  grades  as  20W-20.  Years  ago 
SAE  10  or  20  weight  oils  without  winter 
pour  qualities  were  marketed  but  are  un- 
common today. 

Tony  Murphy 
Chesaning.  Mich. 

Good  points,  every  one. 

The  risk  of  leaking  pipes  is  there,  no 
question.  Any  time  you  have  an  e.xternal 
filling  you  risk  a  loose  holt,  e.xhausted 
washer,  etc.  That's  mostly  why  modern  en- 
gines have  their  oil  lines  routed  internally. 

On  the  other  hand,  thanks  to  aircraft  and 
racing  engineering,  modern  oil  lines  and 
fittings  are  nearly  mishap  proof.  One  of  our 
guys  ran  an  oil  cooler for  si.x  years  and  never 


All  AMERKAN  DREAM  CONTE! 
OFFKIAL  RULES 

1 .  To  enter,  deposit  an  official  entry  form  at  y 
participating  Harley- Davidson  Motor  Co.,  In 
dealership.  On  each  entry  form  clearly  hand 
print  your  name,  address,  and  your  compute 
retail  value  of  the  combined  cost  of  the  Cust 
ized  1979  Harley-Davidson  lOOOcc  Sportste 
and  the  1979  Chevrolet  Corvette.  Retail  valu 
to  include  the  cost  of  all  material,  custom  pa 
ing  and  freight  to  Harley-Davidson  Motor  C 
Inc.,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  See  accompany 
listing  of  equipment  and  accessories.  Additic 
entry  forms,  are  available  at  your  participat 
dealership.  If  you  are  unable  toobtain  additic 
entry  forms  you  may  dearly  hand  print  you: 
name  and  address  and  the  computed  retail  Vc 
on  a  3  X  5  plain  piece  of  paper.  j 

2.  Entries  limited  to  five  per  person.  All  ent 
must  be  deposited  at  participating  dealershi 
on  or  before  March  15, 1979. 

3.  The  winner  will  qualify  on  the  basis  of 
completing  steps  1  and  2  above.  Judging  wil 
conducted  on  the  basis  of  whose  entry  most 
correctly  computes  the  retail  value  of  the  pr 
structure  as  covered  in  rule  #1.  In  case  of  du 
cate  entries  a  random  drawing  will  be  conduc 
All  decisions  of  the  judges  will  be  final. 

4.  The  winner  must  have  a  current  drivers 
license  validated  for  motorcycle  operation.  I 
under  the  age  of  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age.i 
winner  must  have  consent  of  parent  or  guard 
Grand  prize  will  be  a  Special  Customized  1£ 
Harley-Davidson  Sportster  motorcycle  and ; 
1979  Chevrolet  Corvette.  No  substitute  priz. 
will  be  awarded.  No  cash  alternatives. 

5.  Contest  open  to  all  residents  of  the  U.S.  e 
cept  for  employees  and  their  immediate  fami 
of  AMF,  Incorporated,  Harley-Davidson  Mo 
Co.,  Inc.  and  its  dealerships,  agents,  subsidi- 
aries, advertising  agencies,  and  Young  Ame 
Corporation. 

6.  All  entries  submitted  become  the  exclusij 
property  of  Hariey-Davidson  Motor  Co.,  Inc' 
and  none  will  be  returned.  All  contest  entrai 
grant  all  rights  of  reproduction  of  their  entril 
in  any  form.  (Ibntest  valid  except  where  pre 
hibited  or  restricted  by  law.  The  winner  mu 
pay  license,  title  and  registration  fees  as  diet; 
by  state  and  local  regulations  and  all  applia 
taxes.  The  winner  will  be  notified  by  mail  o 
or  before  May  15, 1979.  No  correspondence 
will  be  entered  into. 

ALL  AMERKAN  DREAM  CONTE^ 

Rease  Print: 


NAME. 


ADDRESS- 


CITY. 


STATE. 


JIP  CODE. 


Enter  the  computed  combined 
retail  value  for  the  set  here 

(Enter  one  figure  only) 

Entries  must  be  deposited  at  a  partidpatir 
Harley-Davidson  dealership  on  or  before 
L  March  15, 1979;  


There  has  never  been,  and  probably  never  will  be, 
Eanother  matched  set  like  this  1979  Harley-Davidson* 
»«:LH-1000  Sportster^  and  1979  Corvette  in  Candi 
IRoot  Beer  over  Black  Pearl.  Custom  designed  by  none 
cother  than  Willie  G.  Davidson  and  painted  by  Butch 
3Brinza,  nationally  acclaimed  custom  painter  of  exotic 
xars  and  motorcycles.  And  what  a  job  Butch  did: 
First,  after  careful  block-sanding,  he  applied  ten  coats 
oof  primer  followed  by  the  base  coat  of  Black  Pearl. 
X)ver  this,  Butch  layed  coat  after  coat  of  Candi 
IRoot  Beer.  Next  came  the  Harley- Davidson  C~J 
>flogos  on  both  car  and  bike.  To  protect  the         /  7 
nmasterpiece  paint  job  six  coats  of  clear  lacquer  [^-^ 
Twere  applied  for  a  "foot-deep"  finish.  And  last,  but 
mot  least,  dark  red  accent  pinstriping  was  flawlessly 
Bapplied  by  hand. 

If  you  can  guess  the  retail  value  of  this  matched 
set . . .  it's  yours.  At  this  point,  so  as  to  get  a  head 
start  on  your  buddies,  you'd  probably  rather  have  a 
pquick  run  down  of  all  the  additional  equipment  on 
seach . . .  Here  goes: 

Sportster:  Sissy  bar  wnth  back  rest  pad,  chrome 
i¥ootpeg  end  caps,  right  hand  rearview  mirror,  air 
xleaner  grille,  chrome  oil  cooler,  oil  cooler  cover,  Eagle 


A/T  raised  white  letter  tires,  oil  filter  kit,  hi-way 
pegs,  chrome  timer  cover,  gold  finished  "1000"  and 
"Sportster"  medallions,  chrome  passenger  peg  end 
caps,  custom  paint  and  striping. 

Corvette:  Electric  rear  window  defogger,  air 
conditioning,  sport  mirrors  (left  hand  remote  &  right 
hand  manual),  automatic  speed  control,  tilt  telescopic 
steering  wheel,  AM/FM  stereo  CB  radio  and  power 
antenna,  dual  rear  speakers,  power  windows  and  door 
locks,  convenience  group,  American  Racing  15  x  8 
"Vector"  Custom  Wheels,  GR60-15  Daytona  XS  radial 
tires,  custom  paint  and  striping. 

That  should  give  you  enough  to  start  punching 
something  in  the  old  calculator.  When  you  think  you've 
got  it,  just  fill  out  the  coupon  below  and  drop  it  off 
at  your  participating  Harley- Davidson  dealer.  If  in  your 
haste  and  excitement  you  lose  the  coupon  you  can 
still  pick  one  up  at  participating  Harley  dealers. 
Nothing  much  else  to  say  except  ■■■■■■■H 
Good  Luck!  ^^H^^^^^l 


Harley-Davidson 

UNTIL  YOU'VE  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
YOU  HAVEN'T  BEEN  ON  A  MOTORCYCLE. 


Gopyrit: 


et  this 
beautiful  cap 
free  with  the 
urchase  of  any 
rthur  Fulmer 
uggage  rack.* 


.TTYCYCe 
hi 


much  as  a  damp  place  on  ihe  fillings, 
ihermostal  or  cooler.  Given  qiialily 
and  careful  installation,  an  oil  cooler 
'  he  irouhle  free. 


ITAFF  PRICES 

were  glad  Belslafl'  was  included  in 
Id  Weather  Gear  article  (December 
but  we'd  appreciate  a  correction  of 
ice. 

tart"  is  our  main  selling  line  of  riding 
md  it  is  really  great  clothing.  Our 
cost  is  more  than  the  list  price  you 
Jaturallv  this  makes  us  look  like  real 
artists  to  our  many  customers  who 
our  normally  tine  magazine, 
n  though  the  price  is  outrageous  and 
lilitv  is  less  than  dependable,  we  still 
ot  been  able  to  find  any  substitute. 
Bill  Brokaw  ' 
Motor  City  Yamaha.  Inc. 
Colorado  Springs.  Colo. 
stand  corrected.  Retail  list  price  of  the 
,S'A<.<VJ>  and  of  the  pants.  $61.65. 

IRANCE 

hopping  around  for  a  new  motorcy- 
is  summer  and  talking  with  various 
ships.  I  have  found  that  consumer 
id  has  leveled  off.  Sales  forecasts  for 
bikes,  in  particular,  have  found  to  be 
slimaled.  With  the  cost  of  gasoline 
ely  cheap  b\  world  standards,  the 
or  the  small  commuter  bike  has  not 
me.  but  of  course  it  sotin  w  ill.  How  - 
f  motorcycles  are  to  become  a  viable 
i  of  transportation  a  .solution  to  the 
nee  dilemma  must  be  found.  After 
g  a  BMW  RIOOS.  I  shopped  around 
surance.  Believe  it  t)r  not.  I  received 

of  $1,700  per  year  (I'm  22  and 
)  from  a  particular  insurance  com- 

$6(K)  per  year  was  the  least  expen- 

ieems  to  me  that  companies  like 
a  with  their  financial  resources  and 
Ming  prowess  ("You  meet  the  nicest 
e  on  a  Honda")  could  come  up  with 
;urance  offer  for  their  customers  at  a 
lable  rate.  It's  clear  that  conventional 
insurance  companies  are  not  inter- 
in  writing  motorcycle  insurance  as 
iced  by  their  complete  ignorance  of 
cycles  in  general.  Particularly  upset- 
their  failure  to  differentiate  between 
( lOOOcc  is  lOOOcc  regardless  if  it  is  a 
"mance  bike  Honda  CBX,  or  a  subtle 
')  and  obvious  rider  objectives.  Mo- 
le manufacturers,  with  their  exper- 
id  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  field, 
J  pursue  this  path  to  allow  for  addi- 
.sales  grow  th. 

you'd  gue.ss.  I'm  uninsured. 

Blair  J.  Berkley 
Columbus.  Ohio 


If  you're  into  fitness, 
Bullworkef puts 
^  it  all  together 

in  only 
Sminutes 
a  day: 


LEGS 


See  your  strength 

GROWING 

day  by  day  on  Ihe 
built-in 

POWERMETER 

•o     as     ''o  \mM 

^  mo     ae  mo 

"Looking  for  a  fitness  program  that's  fast, 
easy  and  gets  results  right  away?,"  asks 
fitness  expert.  Bob  Breton.  "Bullworker 
puts  it  all  together.  In  just  5  minutes  a 
day  you  can  give  your  body  a  complete 
fitness  workout:  shoulders,  back,  arms, 
chest,  abdomen  and  legs. 

It's  fast:  each  exercise  takes  only  7  sec- 
onds, once  a  day. 

It's  easy:  any  man  between  15  and  65  in 
good  general  health  c^n  run  through  the 
whole  program  without  getting  tired. 

You  can  see  your  progress  right  from  the 
very  first  day  on  the  built-in  Powermeter 
gauge.  After  two  to  three  weeks  of  train- 
ing, most  men  can  expect  to  measure  an 
extra  inch  or  two  of  muscles  on  their 
shoulders,  chest  and  biceps— and  an  inch 
or  two  less  flab  around  the  middle. 

And  that's  just  the  start:  there  are  spe- 
cialized exercises  for  building-up  or  trim- 
ming down  any  part  of  your  body  you 
want  to.  What's  more,  since  Bullworker 
training  is  progressive,  you  perform  bet- 
ter each  time.  Yet  the  training  always 
seems  easy  since  with  every  workout 
your  strength  increases  by  about  1%  — 
that's  an  increase  of  up  to  50%  in  the 
first  three  months. 

"I  earn  my  living  by  keeping  executives 
in  top  shape,"  says  Bob.  "My  customers 
want  results  and  they  want  them  fast.  I 
recommend  Bullworker  for  one  reason 
only:  because  it's  the  most  advanced  fit- 
ness trainer  on  the  market  and  you  better 
believe  it." 

To  receive  complete  details  about  Bull- 
worker  Fitness  training,  mail  coupon  for 
FREE  BOOKLET  today.  No  obligation,  no 
salesman  will  visit. 

<   BULLWORKER  SERVICE,  201  Lincoln  Blvd. 
P.O.  Box  X,  Middlesex,  N.J.  08846 
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 1 


FREE  BOOKLET 


I 


24  pages  of 
action  photos 
in  full  color 
stiow  you  how 
to  build  a 
powerful  body 
in  just  five 
minutes  a  day 


BULLWORKER  SERVICE,  Dept.  BW3513 
201  Lincoln  Blvd.,  P.O.  Box  X,  Middlesex,  N.J.  08846 

Please  send  me  my  FREE  full  color  brochure 
about  BULLWORKER  without  obligation.  No 
salesman  will  visit. 


Name- 


please  print 


-Age- 


Street. 


-Apt.  No. 


City. 


State- 


-Zip- 


Canada  Home  delivery  duly  paid  Ash  lor  FREE  booklet 


THE  ORIGINAL  GREAT  CYCLE  JACKETS 
STILL  OUTRIDE  THEM  ALL. 

Schott  has  been  making  leather  cycle  jackets  since  1913.  They're  classics.  Comfortable. 
Practical.  And  great-looking.  That's  why  they  are  still  cycle  favorites.  You'll  get  years  and 
years  of  use  from  them.  On  the  road.  And  off.  Available  at  better  stores  everywhere. 

Genuine  Steerhide  Racer. 

Rayon  twill  body  and  sleeve  lining  with 
an  extra  zip -out  pile  liner,  slash  pockets. 
i!ippered  sleeve  bottom,  panel  front, 
adjustable  side  buckle  straps.  In  Brown. 
Black  and  Luggage 

Helmet 

Genuine  Cowhide  Leather 
with  Goat  Grain.  In  Brown 
and  Saddle 


Deluxe  Genuine  Natural  Leather 
A-2  Flight  Jacket  Attractive  wool  plaid  zip  out 
liner,  rayon  twill  body  &  sleeve  lininq.  snap  on  Dynel" 
collar,  over  self  collar,  biswing  back,  two  way  flap  patch 

\ pockets,  snapped  down  epaulets,  1(X)%  nylon  knit 
bottoms  and  cuffs,  jacket  can  be  worn  four  ways. 

VDeerskin.  Black,  Mocha,  Maple,  and  Brown. 


Deluxe  Genuine 
Steerhide 
Motorcycle  Jacket. 

Quilted  nylon  and  sleeve 
lining,  snaps  under  collar 
for  optional  fur  collar,  full 
leather  facings,  three  piped 
zipper  pockets  and  change 
pockets  with  flap  Heavy  front 
zipper,  zippered  sleeve  hot  toms. 
epaulets,  large  buckle  on  belt. 
Brown.  Black  and  Luggage. 


The  finest  in  men  s  outerwear  since  1913 


10  West  33rd  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001 
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reader  wrote  in  recently,  asking  if  we 
i  had  heard  that  the  amount  of  lead  in 
iline  was  going  to  be  reduced  by 
:ral  regulation  and  wondering  what 
lid  happen  to  the  European  bikes 
jh  require  premium  gas.  Without  get- 

into  the  technical  details  (which  are 
:red  in  Service)  there  are  a  number  of 
ortanl  points  for  motorcyclists, 
egulations  adopted  by  the  EPA  will 
ICC  the  amount  of  lead  in  gasoline  to 
irams  per  gal.  in  1980  and  to  0.4  grams 
gal.  by  1982.  California  has  its  own 

ictions  of  0.5  grams  this  year  and  0.4 
ns  next  year.  That's  about  half  the 
lunt  of  lead  in  leaded  gasoline  now. 
that's  not  the  whole  story. 
PA  regulations  don't  limit  every  gallon 
as  to  the  same  level.  The  limit  applies 
idividual  refineries,  not  individual  gal- 

of  gas.  That  means  that  if  a  refinery 
Juccd  i  million  gallons  of  gasoline  in  a 

it  could  put  up  to  400  kilograms  of 

in  the  gasoline.  But  if  half  the  gas 
luced  had  no  lead,  the  other  half  could 


IT'S  A  GAS 

contain  up  to  0.8  grams  per  gal.,  enough 
for  premium  gas.  Don't  quit  reading,  the 
story's  not  finished. 

A  spokesman  for  Mobil  Oil  Corp..  when 
asked  if  leaded  premium  gasoline  will 
remain  available,  said  "I  can't  predict  the 
future,  but  it  appears  there  will  be  a  supply 
of  leaded  gasoline  available."  But  leaded 
gasoline  isn't  necessarily  high  octane  gas- 
oline. 

Most  gas  stations  have  three  tanks  and 
sell  three  types  of  gasoline:  unleaded,  reg- 
ular and  premium.  Some  stations  only 
have  two  tanks  and  sell  unleaded  and 
either  regular  or  premium.  In  some  parts 
of  the  country,  particularly  in  rural  areas, 
there  is  already  a  shortage  of  high  octane 
gas  because  service  stations  only  have  a 
demand  for  unleaded  and  regular.  The 
problem  will  likely  get  worse. 

Detroit  hasn't  made  cars  which  require 
premium  gas  for  the  past  eight  years  and 
it's  been  nearly  as  long  since  even  im- 
ported cars  required  high  octane  fuel. 
Even  most  motorcycles  (meaning  those 


from  the  Japanese  manufacturers)  nowa- 
days are  happy  to  sip  unleaded  or  regular 
gas.  The  number  of  vehicles  on  American 
highways  which  require  premium  gas  is 
very  small.  And  the  vehicles  which  use 
premium  gas  don't  use  very  much  of  it.  ie. 
motorcycles. 

For  gas  stations  and  oil  companies,  it's  a 
matter  of  demand.  When  the  demand  for 
premium  is  too  small,  it  won't  be  pro- 
duced. What  poses  the  biggest  threat  to  the 
supply  of  premium  gasoline  is  the  demand 
for  diesel  cars. 

General  Motors  now  expects  that  one- 
fifth  of  its  automobiles  will  run  on  diesel 
fuel  within  three  years.  Other  auto  manu- 
facturers are  coming  up  with  their  own 
diesel  engines.  Because  cars,  even  diesel 
cars,  use  more  fuel  than  motorcycles,  there 
will  be  more  demand  for  diesel  fuel  than 
for  premium  as  more  diesel  cars  fill  the 
roads.  And  that  will  push  high  octane  fuel 
from  even  more  stations. 

It  isn't  the  EPA  which  will  eliminate 
high  octane  gas,  it's  the  will  of  the  peoplo 


ation  by  Doug  Roy 
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GREEN  AND  MEAN 


Two  Kawasaki  dirt  bikes  not  shown  at 
the  1979  Kawasaki  press  introduction 
reported  on  in  the  December  CYCLE 
WORLD  have  since  appeared.  Both  the 
KDX  400  competition  enduro  bike  and  the 
KLX  four-stroke  playbike  are  scheduled 
to  arrive  at  dealers  early  this  summer. 

Serious  is  the  word  for  both  bikes.  The 
KDX  is  equipped  for  real  ISDT-style  en- 
duros  with  quick-detach  wheels,  powerful 
35-watt  headlight,  extra-soft  seat,  3.3  gal. 
gas  tank  and  wide  plastic  fenders.  The 
engine  is  a  392cc  two-stroke  Single  with 
Boyesen  reed  valve  and  Kawasaki's  elec- 


trofusion  cylinder.  Power  is  listed  at  38.5 
bhp  at  6250  rpm,  2  bhp  less  than  Ka- 
wasaki's 250cc  motocrosser.  A  brief  ride  at 
the  introduction  showed  the  KDX  has 
plenty  of  low  end  grunt  and  above  average 
flywheel  effect.  Dry  weight  is  a  claimed 
240  lb.  Wheelbase  is  listed  at  57  in.,  ground 
clearance  is  1 1.7  in.  and  seat  height  is  a  tall 
37.7  in.,  due  more  to  the  soft  padding  than 
long  wheel  travel.  Suspension  had  not 
been  finalized  at  the  Sears  Point  showing 
but  the  front  forks  on  the  first  model  had 
38mm  tubes.  And  the  400  will  be  made 
at  the  Kawasaki  factory  in  Lincoln, 


Nebraska. 

The  KLX  is  a  different  sort  of  se 
dirt  bike,  perhaps  a  serious  play 
would  be  the  best  description.  Pi 
»comes  from  the  same  246cc  sohc  S 
used  in  the  KL250on-ofrroad  bike.  H 
power  is  listed  as  21  bhp  at  8000 
Unlike  the  KL,  the  KLX  uses  the 
basic  frame  and  suspension  as  the  K; 
motocrosser.  with  box-shaped  alumi 
swing  arm,  long-travel  forks  and  all  ( 
chassis  piirts  from  the  KX.  Kawi 
claims  the  KLX  weighs  231  lb.  dry. 


KAWASAKI  1300  DETAILS 


I  esides  the  impressive  size  of  the  new 
^Kawasaki  ZI300.  the  technical  details 
revealed  since  the  earlier  press  introduc- 
tion are  just  as  exciting.  To  keep  the  engine 
as  narrow  as  possible  the  engine  is  un- 
usually undersquare  with  a  62mm  bore 
and  71mm  stroke.  Liquid  cooling  has  kept 
the  clearance  between  the  six  cylinders 
down.  A  jackshaft  driven  from  the  plain- 
bearing  crankshaft  by  a  32mm  Hy-Vo 
chain  transfers  power  to  the  clutch  via  a 
40mm  Hy-Vo  and  drives  the  dual  overhead 
cams  with  a  lOmm  Hy-Vo.  By  driving  the 


cams  from  the  jackshaft.  rather  than  di- 
rectly from  the  crankshaft,  engine  width  is 
reduced. 

An  auxiliary  shaft  operates  the  water 
pump  and  ignition.  Unlike  the  Honda  Six, 
the  1 300  alternator  is  mounted  on  the  right 
side  of  the  crankshaft,  not  on  a  jackshaft. 

To  control  emissions,  fresh  air  is  sucked 
into  the  exhaust  ports,  through  small  reed 
valves,  and  continues  combustion  outside 
the  combustion  chambers  and  allows  use 
of  richer  mixtures  than  are  common  with 
other  large-bore  1979  motorcycles.  Car- 


buretion  is  handled  by  three  dual- 
Mikunis. 

The  end  result  is  120  bhp  develops 
8000  rpm  and  a  near  linear  torque  ci 
Weight  with  a  half-tank  of  gas  is  69 
Compression  ratio  is  9.9  to  1  and  Kaw£ 
engineers  recommend  premium 
which  is  a  turnaround  for  Kawasaki  s 
bikes.  The  bike  will  run  on  any  gaso 
however.  Kawasaki  claims  a  quarter- 
time  of  11.7  sec.  or  ^bout  one-tenth 
second  quicker  than  is  claimed  for  the 
KZIOOO  Mk.  IL 
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Vetter  Touring  — 

When  you're  serious 
about  having  fun. 

At  Vetter,  we've  spent  the  past  ten  years  making 
motorcycling  more  functional,  and  more  fun.  Couple 
Vetter  components  to  any  of  today's  leading  motor- 
cycles, and  you've  got  yourself  the  ultimate. 

Starting  with  our  famous  Windjammer"  fairing  and 
ending  with  our  unique  Tail  Trunk,  we've  perfected  a 
whole  set  of  touring  components  exclusively  for  the 
serious  rider.  And  everything  is  available  color-matched 
to  your  motorcycle  —  right  down  to  the  striping. 

You'll  find  each  Vetter  component  to  be  beautifully 
designed,  and  carefully  constructed,  at  affordable 
prices.  That's  our  trademark. 

Visit  your  local  dealer  today,  or  send  $1  for  our  new 
20-page  color  catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93401 


First  to  do  it  right 


DERBFS  COMING 


It  will  be  several  months  before  Derbi 
motorcycles  (as  distinguished  from  the 
mopeds)  are  seen  in  America.  Derbi,  a 
Spanish  company,  is  now  clearing  a  200cc 
two-stroke  street  bike  with  the  EPA  and  is 
planning  on  importing  limited  numbers  of 
50cc  and  I25cc  road  racers  and  a  I25cc 
motocross  bike. 

The  Derbi  2002  is  an  unusual  bike,  a 
small  displacement  street  bike.  Derbi 


claims  27  bhp  and  100  mph  from  the  200cc 
Twin.  Features  include  electric  starting, 
triple  disc  brakes  and  a  six-speed  transmis- 
sion. 

Cobby  is  the  word  for  the  I25cc  moto- 
crosser  shown  at  a  press  introduction.  The 
swing  arm  was  welded  up  from  small 
diameter  tube  and  had  two  shock  mounts. 
Many  pieces  of  tubing  were  hand-formed 
into  the  pipe.  Motoplat  ignition.  Petty 


grips,  CZ-bend  handlebars  and  a 
carb  complete  the  package.  Accordii 
the  Derbi  Motor  Corporation  (2301 
calde  Dr.,  Suite  A,  Laguna  Hills,  ( 
92653),  the  2(X)-lb.  motocrosser  puts  o 
bhp  which  sounds  maybe  a  little 
fetched. 

No  specifications  were  given  for 
liquid-cooled  single  cylinder  two-st 
road  racers. 
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Dtnputepizei)  Motopoyde  Testing 


On-Board  Computer  Revolutionizes 
:LE  WORLD'S  Testing  Program 

iotorcycle  testing,  with  one  push  of 
a  button,  changed  dramatically.  A 
single  computer  replaced  staging 
.  timing  lights,  dynomometers.  stop- 
les.  tape  measures,  brake  markers 
Tiost  importantly,  human  prejudice, 
lunted  aboard  a  red  Yamaha  XS750 
al.  the  computer  began  counting 
cdths  of  seconds  the  instant  the  Ya- 
moved  from  the  starting  line  at  the 
trip.  Fifty-nine  hundredths  of  a  sec- 
ater  and  7  ft.  from  the  start  the 
ha  had  accelerated  to  10  mph  and 
imputer  relayed  the  message  to  the 
inic  printing  calculater  on  the  mo- 
:le.  Similar  notes  were  sent  to  the  . 
ator  after  the  750  hit  20.  30.  40.  50. 
).  80.  90  and  100  mph.  At  100.  300. 

00.  1320  and  1400  ft.  distances  from  .      .  . 

irt  other  signals  were  recorded, 
en  the  bike  had  traveled  a  quarter 
ind  began  slowing  down  the  calcula- 
still  printing  out  the  speed,  dis- 
and  rate  of  acceleration  which  had 
recorded  1.82  sec.  after  the  start.  A 
linute  later  the  printout  was  com- 
The  Yamaha  had  taken  13.93  sec.  to 
the  quarter  mile  with  a  speed  of 
mph  at  the  end.  when  the  bike  was 
.celcrating  at  a  rate  of  2.28  mph  per 
•n  16.5  in.  of  tape  a  complete  record 
e  motorcycle's  performance  was 
d.  That  was  the  first  test  of  the  new 
LE  WORLD  computerized  test 
ment. 
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Paul  Lamar,  designer  of  the  computer  gear,  braces  the  third  wheel  mount  with  bungee  cords. 


Inside  the  13  by  13  by  2.5  in.  box 
strapped  to  the  bike  was  the  latest  version 
of  a  microproces.sor  designed  by  Paul 
Lamar  of  Lamar  Instruments.  The  micro- 
processor, as  it  sat  on  the  bike,  could 
measure  speed,  time,  distance,  accelera- 
tion and  do  it  in  combinations  such  as 
measuring  quarter  mile  acceleration  or 
stopping  distance  from  a  given  speed. 

Why  use  a  computer?  It  provides  more 
information  and  more  accurate  informa- 
tion. Until  now  there  have  been  no  accu- 


Before  Executive  Editor  begins  an  accel- 
eration run  the  computer  is  reset. 


rate  acceleration  curves,  only  approxima- 
tions based  on  quarter  mile  times  and 
speeds.  With  the  on-board  computer  we 
now  have  accurate,  repeatable  figures 
showing  how  long  it  takes  a  motorcycle  to 
accelerate  to  any  speed  or  from  one  speed 
to  another.  The  dragstrip  was  good  enough 
to  show,  for  instance,  that  a  Suzuki  GS750 
is  faster  and  more  powerful  than  the  Ya- 
maha 750.  However  until  the  new  test 
equipment  arrived,  we  didn't  know  that 
the  Yamaha  750  accelerates  faster  to  30 
mph  or  60  mph.  Now  we  know  that  it  takes 
a  Yamaha  750  2.45  sec.  to  accelerate  from 
40  mph  to  60  mph.  That's  just  the  begin- 
ning. 

Touring  riders  want  to  know  how  motor- 
cycles will  pull  in  high  gear.  Until  now  the 
only  answer  was  to  take  comparable  mo- 
torcycles out  on  the  highway  and  make 
high  gear  roU-ons.  The  results  couldn't  be 
quantified  and  the  testing  required  at  least 
two  bikes  and  much  time.  Now  CYCLE 
WORLD  can  find  out  the  rate  of  accelera- 
tion for  any  motorcycle  at  any  speed  with 
the  push  of  a  button.  The  results  will  be 
repeatable.  understandable  and  compara- 
ble. 

Any  motorcycle  can  be  tested  with  the 
new  equipment.  No  longer  are  motorcy- 
cles bound  to  a  quarter  mile  for  testing.  An 
on-board  computer  can  test  motocross 
bikes,  enduro  bikes  or  even  operate 
timing  lights  on  a  track  and  compute  re- 


sults from  the  times.  The  only  limit  tc 
uses  is  our  imagination. 

Lamar  is  working  on  new  programs  n 
The  next  advance  will  be  a  progran 
measure  rolling  resistance.  That  may 
the  most  important  information.  Gi 
resistance,  mass  and  acceleration,  the  c( 
puter  can  calculate  horsepower.  Not 
gine  power  or  a  theoretical  power  c 
claimed  power  but  the  actual  power 
rear  tire  sends  to  the  track.  And  the  po 
can  be  measured  at  any  engine  speed. 

Rolling  resistance  is  useful  for  oi 
purposes.  We  will  be  able  to  measure 
changes  in  rolling  resistance  with  diff'e 
fairings,  windshields  or  other  accesso 
added  to  a  motorcycle. 

Another  accessory  being  adapted  to 
test  gear  is  a  fuel  flow  meter.  Our  pre: 
fuel  mileage  test  consists  of  a  100  mile  I 
combining  city  and  freeway  travel.  So 
times  traffic  changes  and  the  results  cha 
accordingly.  With  a  fuel  flow  meter  we 
determine  the  actual  mileage  at  any  ( 
stant  speed  or  any  constant  rate  of  acce 
ation  or  any  other  use.  The  fuel  flow  m 
can  also  be  used  to  evaluate  accesso 
and  measure  efficiency  of  engine  modif 
tions. 

Further  down  the  road  are  tests 
suspension  compliance  and  heat  sen 
which  Lamar  is  developing  now.  The 
suits  will  measure  real  world  performs 
and  will  be  especially  valuable  in  com 
ing  acces-sories. 

The  Equipment 

A  third  wheel.  60  in.  around,  moun 
the  rear  of  a  test  bike  with  a  flex 
coupling.  It  weighs  only  8  lb.  Around 
rim  of  the  wheel  are  250  alternating  w 
and  black  spots  which  optically  trigger 
computer.  The  spots  break  each  foot  t 
eled  into  100  segments.  A  wire  conn 
the  trailing  wheel  to  the  computer  wl 
incorporates  an  MOS  Technology  N 
6502  microprocessor  array  that  prov 
data  and  program  storage.  Fastened  on 
of  the  computer  is  the  calculator,  w 
allows  the  computer  to  print  out  the  in 
mation  stored  inside.  A  liquid  crystal 
play  mounted  to  the  handlebars  disp 
time,  distance,  speed  and  acceleration 
as  the  motorcycle  is  accelerating  or  s 
ping.  The  entire  package  weighs  15  poi 
and  draws  less  than  2  amps  off  the  mc 
cycle  battery  or  an  auxiliary  battery  j 
on  motorcycles  not  equipped  with  a 
tery. 

Once  the  equipment  has  been  strap 
to  a  test  bike,  there's  no  need  for  any  o 
test  equipment.  A  rider  runs  up  to 
starting  grid  at  Orange  County  Inte 
tional  Raceway,  punches  a  Start  butto 
the  computer,  snaps  his  faceshield.  pi 
in  gear  and  he's  ready.  Staging  lij 
timing  lights  and  the  rest  of  the  drag 
paraphernalia  aren't  needed. 


38/CYCLE  WORLD 


hen  the  rider  is  ready  he  revs  the 
ic  and  feeds  oul  the  clutch  as  fast  as 
an  without  bogging  the  engine  or 
ling  the  rear  tire.  Three  upshifts  later, 
lost  bikes,  and  the  liquid  crystal  dis- 
flashes  1320  ft.  as  the  bike  passes  the 
.■r  light  at  the  end  of  the  quarter  mile. 
;he  rider  doesn't  slow  down:  he  shifts 
high  and  continues  until  the  lefthand 
c  on  the  LCD  shows  20  sec.  Then  he 
s  down  and  returns  to  the  start, 
iring  one  acceleration  run  the  Lamar 
■)uter  collects  65.000  individual  units 
formation.  The  actual  program,  deter- 
ng  what  the  computer  does  with  the 
■matit>n.  is  stored  on  tape  cassettes 
h  are  transmitted  to  the  computer 
a  cassette  tape  recorder.  A  base  16 
decimal  language  is  used  to  program 
omputer  using  the  keyboard  built  into 
omputer. 

lause  the  computer  reads  time  and 
1  almost  instantaneously,  the  times 
pceds  recorded  by  the  computer  are 
\acily  the  same  as  those  recorded  by 
Mitional  timing  lights  at  a  dragstrip. 
1  a  bike  stages  at  a  dragstrip.  it  can 
shallow  or  deep  and  can  end  up  with 
ETs  by  correct  staging.  Thus,  the 
lers  from  the  timing  lights  don't  indi- 
hc  actual  performance  of  the  motor- 
.  Because  the  Lamar  instrument 
s  counting  th'^  instant  the  motorcycle 
s.  the  numbers  are  more  accurate, 
ih  slightly  higher.  Similarly,  the  drag- 
timing  lights  measure  speed  over  a 


132  ft.  distance  and  the  trap  speed  is 
actually  an  average  speed  the  motorcycle 
was  traveling  through  that  distance.  The 
computer  simply  records  the  actual  speed 
the  motorcycle  was  traveling  at  the  1320th 
foot  from  start. 

By  eliminating  the  advantages  of  stag- 
ing at  a  dragstrip.  the  results  are  more 
equitable  for  different  motorcycles.  Rider 
skill  has  become  less  important  and  the 
figures  better  indicate  motorcycle  perfor- 
mance rather  than  rider  performance. 
When  the  system  is  fully  developed,  it  will 
deliver  far  more  objective  evaluation  of 
not  just  motorcycles  but  accessories. 

Our  objective  in  acquiring  the  computer 
lest  gear  was  to  provide  more  information 
and  better  information  for  the  most 
important  part  of  the  magazine. 

The  Tests 

Not  only  are  acceleration  figures  provid- 
ed by  the  computer,  but  speedometer  error 
and  braking  figures  are  shown.  The  com- 
puter cuts  time  needed  for  these  tests. 
Previously  brake  tests  required  mounting  a 
solenoid-operated  device  which  blasted  a 
chalk  mark  on  the  pavement  when  the 
brakes  were  applied.  The  rider  would  stop 
in  the  shortest  distance  possible  and  a 
second  person  measured  the  distance  from 
the  chalk  mark  to  the  stopped  motorcycle, 
reloaded  the  marker  and  the  procedure 
began  again.  With  the  computer,  a  micro- 
•switch  fastened  to  the  brake  pedal  triggers 
the  computer  to  begin  counting  distance. 


The  rider  simply  stops  as  fast  as  he  can  and 
the  computer  prints  out  the  stopping  dis- 
tance. 

Speedometer  error  figures  are  just  as 
ea.sy.  The  liquid  crystal  display  indicates 
actual  speed  which  can  be  compared  to 
indicated  speed.  One  run  provides  all  the 
information  necessary. 

The  Data  Panel 

Because  new  information  is  available, 
the  CYCLE  WORLD  data  panel  which 
accompanies  each  test  is  being  revised. 
First  the  new  data  panel  will  only  be  used  > 


Microprocessor  can  mount  either  on  the  gas 
tank  or  saddle  of  street  bikes  and  will  be 
carried  in  a  special  vest  for  dirt  bike  tests. 
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for  street  bikes.  Later,  a  new  data  panel  for 
dirt  bikes  will  be  included. 

Gone  is  the  column  of  suspension  infor- 
mation. When  motorcycle  suspensions 
were,  in  general,  less  effective,  the  suspen- 
sion dynos  provided  good  information 
about  the  shortcomings.  That  was  four 
years  ago.  Today  all  motorcycle  suspen- 
sions are  more  sophisticated.  The  best 
forks  have  valving  which  isn't  tested  on  the 
fork  dyno.  Forks  with  air  caps  which  allow 
a  rider  to  determine  the  effective  spring 
rate  and  shocks  with  adjustable  damping 
both  allow  more  flexibility  than  the  dyno 
charts  show.  Suspension  dynos  served  a 
purpose.  They  taught  CYCLE  WORLD 
editors  and  readers  to  separate  shock 
damping  from  spring  rate  and  to  under- 
stand which  characteristics  could  be  ex- 
pected from  which  specifications. 

Replacing  the  suspension  dynos  will  be 
other  information.  Wheel  travel,  front  and 
rear,  will  be  listed.  Tire  brands  will  be 
included  with  tire  size.  Differences  be- 
tween tires  were  explained  in  the  two  CY- 
CLE WORLD  tire  tests  (Aug.  1978  and 
Jan..  1979)  and  differences  in  performance 
can  be  partially  explained  by  tire  brands. 

Gross  vehicle  weight  rating  and  load 
capacity  are  included.  The  GVWR  figure 
comes  from  the  factory.  In  many  cases  the 
GVWR  will  indicate  the  maximum  load 
carrying  capability  of  the  tires  and  can  be 
changed  by  tire  changes.  Load  capacity  is  a 
calculated  figure,  the  test  weight  of  the 
motorcycle  with  a  half  tank  of  fuel  sub- 
tracted from  the  GVWR.  In  some  in- 
stances adding  the  maximum  allowable 
load  to  a  motorcycle  will  overload  parts  of 
the  bike,  such  as  putting  the  full  load  over 
or  behind  the  rear  tire  and  not  utilizing  the 
load  capacity  of  the  front  tire.  The  final 
addition  to  specifications  is  headlight  type 
and  wattage.  A  growing  number  of  motor- 
cycles are  being  equipped  with  bright 
quartz-halogen  lamps.  The  brighter  lights 
are  advisable  for  people  who  do  much 
night  riding. 

Acceleration  figures  will  be  changed  the 
most.  Zero  to  30.  40.  50.  60.  70.  80.  90  and 
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Printout  shows,  in  order:  time,  speed,  accel- 
eration and  distance.  Each  entry  is  sepa- 
rated by  one  line  and  is  marked  with  three 
asterisks. 

100  mph  times  will  be  included.  Because 
the  maximum  speeds  in  gears,  previously 
included  in  the  acceleration  chart,  are  cal- 
culated, not  actual  numbers,  those  figures 
will  be  listed  separately  and  not  included 
on  the  chart. 

Biggest  change  on  the  data  panel  will  be 
the  acceleration  curve.  But  it  won't  look 
particularly  unusual.  In  the  past  the  graph 
ran  to  60  seconds  and  included  speeds  to 
120  mph.  Because  motorcycles  have  be- 
come more  powerful  and  faster,  some 
graphs  have  been  revised  to  150  mph.  In 
future  street  tests  the  graphs  will  be  all  the 
same,  each  one  reading  to  20  sec.  because 
the  computer  printout  gives  information 
up  to  the  20  sec.  point.  Speeds  will  be 
shown  to  150  mph  on  all  graphs  so  that  the 
curves  will  be  comparable.  By  stretching 
the  time  increments,  differences  in  curves 
will  be  more  clearly  apparent.  And  the 
differences  will  be  real  with  ever\  point 


from  the  printout  being  used  to  plo 
graph. 

As  for  the  rest  of  the  specifications  c 
the  figures  are  a  mixture  of  factory  ii 
mation  and  our  own  measurem( 
Wheel  travel,  brake  size,  wheelbase. 
rake  angle,  trail,  handlebar  width, 
height  and  width,  footpeg  height,  grc 
clearance,  test  weight  and  weight  bia 
measured.  Some  of  the  figures  are  su 
to  interpretation.  Wheelbase  can  ch 
with  chain  adjustment  and  load.  The  1 
are  measured  unloaded  and  with 
chains  adjusted  as  delivered,  that  is. 
little  chain  stretch.  Obviously,  wi 
loaded  motorcycle  such  specificatior 
seat  height,  footpeg  height  and  gn 
clearance  will  change.  And  on  mos 
street  bikes  produced  today,  there's  co; 
erable  variation  in  some  measurem 
For  instance,  saddle  height  can  var 
several  inches.  For  the  data  panel  it's  i 
sured  at  the  center  of  where  a  rider  « 
normally  sit.  Width  is  measured  at 
same  location.  Peg  height  is  measun 
the  center  of  the  pegs,  a  compromisi 
tween  measuring  clearance  to  the 
and  distance  from  the  seat  to  the  top 

One  of  the  more  surprising  (to  us) 
coveries  made  with  the  new  equip: 
was  our  own  mental  limits.  We  have 
testing  with  stopwatch  and  tape  mca 
at  the  dragstrip.  for  too  long.  We  thii 
we've  learned  to  think  until  now.  .i 
suddenly  remember  that  we  can  time 
a  rolling  start.  We  can  measure  top 
acceleration  or  the  time  it  takes  to  p 
50-mph  truck,  or  ...  we  expect  i 
coming  up  with  new  and  better  lest 
some  time  in  the  near  future. 

Yesterday  motorcycle  tests  were  se; 
the-pants  opinions  about  motorc\ 
supported  with  basic  facts  and  fiy 
Today  a  computer  makes  motorcycle 
ing  more  impartial  and  honest  by  co 
ing  quantified  information.  Tomorr 
computer  will  be  necessary  to  gather  i 
mation  that  we  don't  know  exists  toe 


Liquid  crystal  display  shows  four  figures;  time  in  seconds,  rate  of  acceleration  in  miles  per 
second,  speed  in  mph  and  distance  in  feet.  The  12.5  shown  was  time,  3.0-  showed  a  slow  rate 
of  deceleration,  zero  mph  and  228  ft.  from  start. 


On-board  computer  test  package  consi 
third  wheel,  microprocessor,  elect 
printing  calculator  and  liquid  crystal  di 
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Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


•I  Su/.uki  inlrodiiccd 
its  first  RM  rm)ti>cross- 
ers  in  1975.  Most  racers 
considered  them  good 
machines  and  the  RMs 
effectively  slopped  the 
Suzuki  dirt  bike  jokes 
as  they  cleaned  house 
across  the  country.  The 
new  bikes  naturally 
hud  their  share  of  problems  but  the  factory 
quickly  backed  the  originals  with  the  RM-A. 
It  looked  the  same  but  had  many  detail 
improvements,  such  as  a  stronger  .swing  arm 
and  larger  airbox  access.  In  rapid  succession 
came  the  B.  the  C  and  the  C2.  as  Suzuki 


introduced  improvements  without  waiting 
for  each  year's  annual  model  change. 

This  policy  paid  off.  for  a  time,  as  the 
revisions  of  the  same  model  kept  the  RMs 
in  contention.  But  while  Suzuki  was  mak- 
ing lots  of  little  steps.  Yamaha  was  at  least 
keeping  pace  and  then  Honda  took  the 
lead  with  the  CR250R;  an  RC  replica  with 
nearly  12  in.  of  wheel  travel.  Clearly  the 
RMs  needed  more  than  an  update. 

Here  one  is,  the  RM400N.  As  the  name 
implies  it's  Suzuki's  open  cla.ss  model  and 
it's  a  good  one.  Almost  eveiy  part  of  the 
1979  RM  has  been  improved,  to  the  extent 
that  trying  to  find  a  part  from  last  year's 
RM400  will  prove  diflicult.  (We  found  the 


throttle,  the  hand  levers  and  the  rear  hrl 
What  the  name  doesn't  say  is  thao. 
RM400  isn't  a  400.  It's  a  4 1 7.' achieve.; 
keeping  last  year's  80mm  bore  and  incn: 
ing  the  stroke  to  83mm.  from  80. 

The  open  cla.ss  RM  started  life  as  a  i 
It  had  a  77  x  80mm  bore/stroke  configg 
tion  that  paralleled  the  trend  tow 
smaller  and  lighter  open  class  engij 
Most  people  couldn't  use  the  powen 
400cc  and  over  engines  produced  bee;-, 
tire  and  suspension  development  bin; 
kept  pace.  Weight,  or  rather  the  lack  o 
was  the  main  reason.  A  360  or  3  f 
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9M/  Frame,  New 
9w  Motor,  New,  New,  Ne 


lerplant  could  use  a  smaller  lower  end 
save  a  few  precious  pounds.  But  those 
lller  engines  produced  a  narrower 
lerband  and  many  felt  they  were  actu- 
fharder  lo  ride  because  of  it. 
nr  1978  Suzuki  bored  the  370  cylinder 
I  to  make  a  400.  This  change  gave  a 
ire  80  X  80mm  bore/stroke  relation- 
considered  ideal  by  many.  It  pro- 
ad  a  broader  power  curve  and  was  easy 
Ue.  Because  the  370's  bottom  end  was 
lined  with  plenty  of  beef,  it  stayed 
;  anged  on  the  new  400.  It  worked  well 
fhas  given  way  to  the  79  long  stroke 
iin. 

long  stroke  engines  are  famous  for  their 


tractability.  Maico  has  used  them  success- 
fully for  years. 'This  desirable  trait  is  now  a 
part  of  the  open  class  Suzuki  motor.  The 
stroke  is  now  3mm  greater  than  the  bore. 
Power  is  stronger,  but  the  best  result  from  it 
is  a  minimum  of  wheel  spin. 

The  added  stroke  has  made  for  a  taller 
barrel.  The  non-radially  finned  cylinder 
head  is  unchanged  except  for  an  angled 
spark  plug  needed  to  clear  the  new  pipe. 

Most  of  the  engine's  lower  end  is  new. 
with  smaller  cases  and  the  countershaft 
sprocket  moved  closer  to  the  swing  arm. 

Really  close,  almost  as  close  as  the  new 
Maico.  the  RM400"s  sprocket  is  so  lightly 
packed  that  there's  room  for  only  one  more> 


tooth.  Well,  maybe  two.  No  flaw  here, 
though,  because  not  many  riders  will  be 
brave  enough  to  gear  this  one  for  more  top 
end. 

The  larger  engine  is  a  softer  engine. 
There  has  been  no  attempt  to  squeeze 
maximum  power  out  of  it.  Instead,  the  417 
is  tuned  to  have  all  the  power  the  tire  can 
transmit  at  nearly  all  racing  speeds,  with  a 
flat  torque  curve  across  the  band.  The  carb 
is  a  36mm  Mikuni.  same  as  on  last  year's 
smaller  400.  Induction  is  a  combination  of 
case  reed  and  piston  port  used  successfully 
by  Suzuki  previously.  By  starting  fuel  flow- 
ing into  the  crankca.se  before  the  piston 
has  opened  the  regular  port  and  then 
shutting  the  door  before  the  mix  can  es- 
cape, the  case  reed  widens  the  useful 
powerband. 

Part  of  the  new  engine  is  a  giant  clutch 
that  refused  to  chatter  or  slip  under  hours 
of  racing,  but  could  still  be  worked  by  two 
fingers.  The  engineers  took  advantage  of 
the  new  ca.ses  to  move  the  clutch  control 
arm  from  the  cover  to  the  far  side  of  the 
center  case.  The  old  system  had  the  link- 
age on  the  cover,  which  flexed  under  load. 
The  clutches  then  dragged  and/or  the  bike 


crept  forward  on  the  starting  line.  RM 
racers  quickly  learned  not  to  snick  the 
thing  into  gear  until  just  before  the  gate 
dropped.  The  new  cases  locate  the  arm  and 
its  working  parts  opposite  the  clutch,  in  the 
center  case,  with  a  pushrod  between  arm 
and  clutch.  Flex  is  gone  and  the  clutch 
completely  disengages  when  the  clutch 
lever  is  pulled. 

The  shift  and  brake  levers  have  been 
trouble  spots  on  past  RMs,  as  both  tended 
to  work  loose  and  fall  ofl"if  not  checked  for 
tightness  often.  Now  an  aluminum  forging 
is  used  for  the  shift  lever.  It  is  well  designed 
and  doesn't  loosen.  The  pedal  end  doesn't 
have  a  rubber  cover:  formed  ridges  are 
used  instead  and  do  an  excellent  job.  The 
kickstart  lever  has  had  its  attachment  re- 
designed. Rather  than  use  a  pinch  system 
like  before,  the  lever  completely  encircles 
the  start  shaft  and  is  held  in  place  by  a  bolt 
that  .screws  into  the  start  shaft's  center. 
This  should  eliminate  loose  and  lost  kick 
levers.  Too  bad  they  didn't  copy  Yamaha's 
non-slip  pedal.  The  RM  uses  a  smooth, 
slippery  device  guaranteed  to  get  you  the 
first  time  you  try  to  start  it  with  wet  or 
muddy  boots.  Forget  about  starting  it  in 


your  garage  unless  you  have  boots  oc 
will  surely  put  a  hole  in  the  calf  of  youn 
A  fine  powerplant  like  this  deser\es  a  ii 
slip  kickstart  pedal. 

A  new  frame  holds  the  potent  4 1 
engine.  It  looksjust  like  the  frames  DeO; 
ter  and  Wolsink  have  been  using  fon 
last  couple  of  years.  The  large  steea 
head,  single  backbone  and  downtube  '. 
much  the  same  as  last  year.  The  rest  olc 
frame  tubing  is  new.  Two  small  lubes  . 
from  the  downtube  and  cradle  the  eng 
Two  large  tubes  run  from  the  end  ofl< 
backbone  tube,  (about  the  seat/tank  j'[ 
tion)  bow  out  and  continue  do\^  n  to  ■ 
into  the  engine  cradle  tubes.  A  serie 
small,  straight  tubes  are  welded  togeth  r 
form  upper  mounts  for  the  shocks,  ahr 
the  seat  rails  into  the  heavier  tubes  be  j 
the  motor.  The  whole  thing  is  fabrio 
from  chrome-moly  tubing,  heavily 
seted,  and  painted  black. 

RM  footpegs  have  always  atfordel 
good  grip,  but  due  to  their  construe: 
.soon  started  to  droop.  They  \^ere  I 
from  many  thin  pieces  of  metal  andb 
pivot  pin  would  elongate  the  hole  thro- 
the  peg  and  let  it  sag.  Suzuki  factory  H 
have  been  using  a  cast  iron  peg  witll 
excellent  fine-tooth  top  and  a  broad  b 
ing  surface  for  the  pivot.  These  same 
are  employed  on  the  1979  RM  400N.  IT 
construction  and  grip  are  superior  too 
old  design.  In  addition,  they  have ; 
strongest  return  springs  we  have  ever  a 
Forget  about  mud  sticking  them  in  thr 
position;  it  won't  happen.  There';' 
worry  about  feet  being  knocked  offf 
pegs  in  deep  mud  ruts  either.  It's  l"! 
from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  the  peg. . 
left  peg  is  attached  to  a  short  frame 
that  runs  between  the  center  downr 
and  the  engine  cradle.  The  right  pe< 
mounted  to  a  heavy  steel  plate  that  bole 
the  same  tube  on  the  right  side. 

There's  a  reason  for  the  dilTereno 
mounting  styles.  The  countershaft  spn' 
et  is  on  the  left  which  puts  more  loan 
the  left  side  of  the  frame.  So  a  tube  is 
to  strengthen  the  left  side.  The  right  l 
doesn't  have  as  much  loading,  so  du 
plate  can  be  used  to  beef  up  that  side  at 
allows  room  for  an  all-new  rear  bi 
pedal  to  run  behind  the  frame  tiu 
where  it  can't  catch  on  the  rider  s  bo»( 
be  damaged  in  a  fall.  It  has  excea 
leverage  and  uses  a  rod  to  operate  the  s 
rear  brake  that  came  on  the  first  RMs.? 
don't  judge  from  past  experience;  the 
and  new  lever  ratio  provide  a  strong,  . 
gressive  and  controllable  brake.  Part  olc 
excellence  is  the  direct  result  of  the; 
full-floating  brake  backing  plate 
pivots  on  needle  bearings.  The  static: 
runs  parallel  to  the  swing  arm  and  i:t 
same  length. 

The  RMC-2  had  a  truly  ugly  alumii 
swing  arm.  It  was  made  from  several  1 
minum  die  stamped  parts  and  weldet; 
gether.  For  '79  the  RM  has  the  n 
beautiful  extruded  aluminum  arm  nrr 
By  using  an  extrusion,  welds  have 

Photos  by  Al  Paul  and  Ron  G> 


-  hub  is  the  same  but  a  new  brake  pedal  and  rod  linkage  provides  strong  stopping 
esr.  Full-floating  backing  plate  pivots  on  needle  bearings.  Beautiful  aluminum 
gg  arm  is  strong  and  pleasant  to  look  at. 


\  legal  side  plates  and  new  rear  fender  give  a  modern  look 

T 


Works  Style  plastic  tank  holds  2  2  gal. 
Bars  are  rear-set  and  rubber  mounted 


All  new  frame  has  28.5  steering  head  angle.  Small  rotor  CDI  furnishes  spark.  Countershaft 
sprocket  is  close  to  swing  arm  pivot. 


kept  to  a  minimum  and  strcni:lh  lo  a 
maximum.  Its  lop  gusset  is  actually  part  ol" 
the  extrusion,  trimmed  lo  the  desired 
shape.  Its  bottom  appears  Hat  but  aeluallv 
has  extended,  extruded  sides.  On  the  chain 
side,  an  extra  piece  of  aluminum  has  been 
welded  on  to  prevent  chain  damajje.  A 
giant  square  tube  ties  the  sides  together 
ju.st  in  front  of  the  tire  and  a  smaller  lube 
houses  the  pivot  bolt  farther  forward. 
Thick  plates  are  used  at  the  rear  for  axle 
placement.  Workmanship  and  weldinj;  are 
first  class. 

Gas-charged,  remote  reservoir.  KYB 
shocks  are  mid-mounted  on  the  swing  arm 
and  fully  cantilevered.  They  look  ditlerent 
than  last  year's,  and  are.  The  dual  springs 
ha\e  been  dropped  in  favor  of  a  single 
progressisc  spring.  Preload  is  accom- 
plished bv  moving  a  snap  ring  to  one  of 
three  grooves  on  the  shock  hod\.  Damping 


can  be  adjusted  by  removing  the  spring 
and  turning  the  shaft.  OnK  two  choices  are 
prov  ided  but  one  ol' them  should  suit  most 
anv  rider.  Moving  the  shiicks  I'arthcr  for- 
ward has  moved  the  infamous  Su/uki 
bulge  (caused  bv  the  upper  shock  mounts) 
farther  forward.  It  is  noticed  immcdiatcK 
w  hen  standing  on  the  pegs.  A  bow  -legged 
stance  is  retjuired  lo  clear  it.  but  docsn"! 
bother  the  operator  as  much  as  lirst  im- 
pressions indicate. 

The  front  forks  are  completely  new  for 
"79.  Stanchion  tube  size  has  been  increased 
to  38mm.  They  are  leading  axle  units  that 
utilize  air/oil  hvdraulic  internals.  Travel  is 
11.8  in. 

A  large  full-width  front  hub  has  re- 
placed last  year's  smaller  conical  unit.  This 
larger  front  brake  has  been  used  on  factory 
MXers  for  several  years  and  is  welcome  on 
the  bin  400.  The  enuine  on  last  vear's  bike 


Chrome-moly  bars  are  low  but  fit  the  bike  perfectly. 


A  first  class  chain  tensioner  and  guide  are 
furnished.  Combined  with  the  rear  set  coun- 
tershaft sprocket,  thrown  chains  should  be  a 
thing  of  the  past. 


easily  exceeded  its  brakes.  This  large  II 
combined  with  the  redesigned  n 
prov  ide  excellent  brakes. 

l-\er\  year  the  steering  rake  gels  ste»; 
on  motocross  bikes.  This  is  partly  duu 
the  increased  suspension  travel  raising 


bike,  makinji  lurnim:  more  diHit 


angle 


ult. 
tho 


KYB  remote  reservoir  shocks  are  superb. 
Brake  pedal  linkage  runs  inside  frame  to 
prevent  damage. 


vear's  RM  had  30"  of  rake 
has  28.5°. 

Triple  clamps  are  cast  aluminum 
the  top  clamp  carries  backmouni.  rubr 
insulated  handlebar  pedestals.  .\  llal  bir 
low  rise  handlebar  is  used,  it  looks  too<. 
but  feels  perfect  when  riding,  forcings 
rider  to  lean  forward,  a  position  that  wo 
when  riding  the  400  hard. 

The  RM  is  a  tall  machine.  Imagine  ■ 
in.  of  ground  clearance,  peg  height  oc 
in.,  and  a  seat  height  of  37.5  in.  Sev 
stalf  members  had  trouble  louchingi 
ground.  Once  under  way  everything  is;; 
until  it  becomes  necessary  to  dab  or  y. 
then  the  short  person  w  ill  have  a  probe 
Our  measurements  are  taken  unladen  r 
change  quite  a  bit  when  a  rider  get* 
Like  most  ultra-long  travel  bikes,  the  KH 
soft  suspension  lets  the  bike  sink  a  co( 
of  inches  when  a  rider  climbs  on. 

Hand  levers  and  throttle  are  just  1 
they've  been  since  1975.  The  levers  an 
doglegged.  but  are  decent  anvway. 
throttle  is  another  matter,  its  action  is  , 
but  the  (^$  =  (u*  thing  just  isn't  I 
enough  for  a  large  hand.  Only  three  fim 
w  ill  lit  if  your  hand  is  big.  frying  to  itvi 
aflermarket  grips  is  also  a  hassle:  irv  in 
shrink  them  to  tit  the  throttle  cam 
frustrating.  If  Suzuki  would  add  an  inoi 
the  grips.  the\  would  be  tine. 

The  RM's  stvling  has  also  been  i 
dated  for  1979.  h  has  a  Star  Wars  look  > 
takes  a  while  lo  gel  used  to.  Some  oHi 
staff  didn't  like  the  looks  of  it.  others  r;i 
about  how  neat  it  was. 

Fenders,  tank,  front 
MM  legal  side  plates 
tough.  Ilexible  plastic 
wide,  long  and  elfective.  The  rear  is  i 
wide  and  deep.  The  factory  replica 
holds  2.2  gal.  and  lets  the  rider  slide  u  i 
it  easilv  to  load  the  front  vv  heel  in  slippi 
tight  corners.  Its  tiller  hole  size  isn  r 
large  as  a  PE's.  but  is  large  enough  lu 
the  fuel  level  while  tilling.  A  blue  stripq 
the  tank  and  side  number  plates  ao, 
ti>uch  of  color.  These  decals  are  good  U 
ones  but  still  will  be  rubbed  oil  bv 
knees  if  contact  paper  isn't  kept  over  ill. 

Even  the  seat  is  new.  It's  the  same  til 
ness  but  the  shape  has  changed  lo  a  U 
mer  style.  RM400  is  boldly  printei*, 
yellow  on  the  sides  of  the  seat  coven 
adds  to  the  modern  image. 

The  big  RM  uses  aluminum  wheel 
made  bv  Tagasago.  I  he  front  ha; 
changed,  but  the  back  one  is  new.  II 
w  ide  2.5  in.  model  w  ith  deep  center,  nn 
like  the  rims  used  on  Husqvariias. 
deep  center  makes  tire  changing  nn 
easier  and  the  extra  width  puts  nn're  tiii 
the  ground. 

Starting  the  big  RM  can  be  diflicu' 


number  plate  : 
are  made  fror; 
fhe  front  on 
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K)Ots  are  wcl.  The  slippery  lever  is  a 
ce.  The  kick  lever  is  well  designed 
pi  for  its  slippery  end.  A  choke  lever 
(inallv  been  pui  back  on  ihc  Mikuni 
(j)uretor  and  makes  it  easy  to  use.  Three 
)ur  kicks  will  bring  the  400  to  life  when 
.  two  or  three  when  warm.  Clutch  pull 
:lil  and  the  transmission  drops  into  low 
itiout  a  noise. 

I'nder  way.  the  suspension  that  felt  al- 
J;t  too  soft  when  stopped  is  almost  per- 
ctinipliance  over  small  objects  is  right 
i;md  it  takes  ditches  and  gullies  without 
oming.  Sky  jumps  can  be  taken  as  fast 
r  ic  rider  desires.  Landings  are  .soft  and 


controlled.  The  excellent  .suspension  ab- 
sorbs even  the  biggest  impacts  without 
complaint  or  adverse  reaction. 

The  shocks  are  fantastic,  as  good  as 
anything  made.  The  38mni  forks  have 
equally  superb  action  and  don't  leak  oil. 
bind  or  fle.x. 

Shifting  is  positive  and  precise  but  siiflT 
until  several  miles  are  traveled.  The  alumi- 
num lever  was  raised  one  notch,  but  the 
shaft  has  a  course  spline  and  the  lever  was 
then  too  high.  By  carefully  bending  it  in  a 
vise,  it  could  be  positioned  between  the 
splined  positions.  This  position  gave  a  little 
better  leverage  and  made  shifting  easier 


The  417  doesn't  feel  anything  like  last 
year's  400.  Vibration  is  slight,  not  severe 
Power  has  increased  dramatically  and  most 
of  it  is  useable,  thanks  to  the  U)ng  stroke 
design.  Wheelies  at  any  speed,  in  any  gear 
areea.sy.  It  takes  a  couple  of  riding  hours  to 
feel  completely  at  ease  on  the  machine.  Its 
high  footpeg  placement  and  high  forward 
.seating  position  require  a  short  adjustment 
time.  This  rider  placement  makes  body 
position  on  the  bike  important.  Too  far 
forward  in  a  corner  w  ill  let  the  rear  of  the 
bike  slide  too  much,  too  far  back  and  the 
front  wheel  will  lift  and  skate,  in  between 
will  put  the  bike  and  rider  through  the 


SUZUKI  ni^MOON 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $1899 

Suspension, 

front  telescopic  forit 

Suspension,  rear     swing  arm 

Front  wheel  travel   11.2  in. 

Rear  wheel  travel  1 1 .8  in. 

Stanchion  tube 

diameter  38mm 

Tire,  front  3.00-21 

Tire,  rear  5.00-18 

Engine  two-stroke  Single 

Bore  X  stroke  80  x  83mm 
Piston  displacement  417cc 

Compression  ratio  na 

Claimed  power  na 

Claimed  torque  na 

Carburetion  36mm  Mikuni 

Ignition  GDI 

Lubrication  system  premix 

Oil  capacity  2.0  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  2,2  gal. 

Recommended  fuel  premium 

Starting 

system  non-primary  kick 
Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

POWER  TRANSMISSION 

Clutch  multi-disc  wet 

Primary  drive  straight-cut  gear 


Final  drive 
Gear  Ratios, 

5th  

4th  


#520  chain 
overall:1 

 7.97 

 9.17 


3rd  11.58 

2nd   14.90 

1st  18.99 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase  57.5  in. 

Seat  height   37.5  in. 

Seat  width   6.5  in. 

Handlebar  width  34.0  in. 

Footpeg  height  17.0  in. 

Ground  clearance  13.5  in. 


Fork  rake  angle  28.5  c 
Trail 

Test  weight 

(w/half-tank  fuel)  236 
Weight  bias, 

front/rear,  percent  46.6/E 


corner  extremely  quickly.  It  doesn't  matter 
where  the  bike  is  placed  in  a  corner:  the 
low  inside  line  or  high  in  the  berm.  it  goes 
where  it's  pointed  and  holds  the  intended 
line.  The  steep  rake  makes  it  a  jet  when 
squaring  tight  corners  but  causes  a  little 
wobbling  at  high  speed  in  sand.  A  novice 
may  find  the  RM4(X)  hard  to  control.  It  is 
an  all-out  serious  motocross  racer,  and  as 
such  demands  a  rider  capable  of  control- 
ing  its  quickness  through  corners  and  sen- 
sitivity to  rider  position. 

Gearing  is  perfect:  second  or  third  gear 
can  be  used  for  motocross  starts,  fifth  will 
go  faster  than  most  tracks  have  room  for. 


Primary  starting  is  still  absent  so  a  stall 
means  searching  for  neutral  before  restart- 
ing. 

It's  refreshing  to  ride  an  open  class 
Suzuki  that  has  good  brakes.  Good  proba- 
bly isn't  a  strong  enough  word:  impeccable 
describes  them  better.  They  arc  strong, 
controllable,  progressive  and  don't  chatter. 

Flex  isn't  part  of  the  RM400  package.  It 
is  rock  solid.  Nothing  twists,  bends  or 
moves  around  that  shouldn't.  The  beauti- 
ful aluminum  swing  arm.  large  forks,  gas 
reservoir  shocks,  and  chrome-moly  frame 
are  top  quality  parts. 

The  RM  sounds  noisy  up  close  but  the 


sound  doesn't  carry  far.  Normal  i\vo-si 
engine  clatter  and  a  single  wall  pipe 
noise  when  close.  The  silencer  is  1. 
and  elfective 

Many  people  thought  last  year's  RN 
was  a  better  playbike  than  racer.  Acti 
it  was  fairly  good  at  both.  The 
RM400N  definitely  isn't  a  playbike 
anyone  but  an  expert.  It  is  an  all  out  r.i 
machine,  capable  of  competing  with 
lory  works  bikes  and  is  very  close  u 
bikes  Roger  D  makes  his  living  on.  It  c 
do  the  same  for  a  hot.  unattached, 
pro. 


Mag  cover  has  a  recess  so  the  shift  can  be  tucked  in.  Cast  footpegs  are  excellent.  Kickstand  is 
a  beefy  unit  that  can  be  removed  by  pulling  two  bolts.  Engine  size  has  been  increased  to 
417CC  by  adding  3mm  to  the  stroke. 


A  big  front  brake  helps  stop  the  new 
Thirty-eight  mm  stanchion  tube,  leading 
forks  provide  11.2  in.  of  smooth  travel. 
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IF  YOU'RE 

PROSPECTING 
FOR  GOLD... 


HERE'S  ALL  THE  EQl 


Just  wheel  it  out  of  the 
showroom,  fill  the  tank,  and  go. 
Anywhere. 

Yamaha's  IT  Enduros  don't 
need  expensive  modifications. 
Because  at  Yamaha  the  modifi- 
cations are  made  at  our  factoi-y 
every  year,  by  the  best  engineers 
in  the  world. 

And  our  bikes  have  not  only 
won  every  known  variety  of  local 
competition,  they  also  picked  up 
58  Gold  Medals  in  International 


Trials  events  last  year  alone. 
So  what's  new  this  year? 

MORE  POWER.  LESS  WEIGHT. 

Sometimes  the  difference 
between  winning  and  finishing 
is  a  couple  of  horsepower 

We've  improved  the  power 
of  all  our  Enduros.  In  fact,  the 
IT250  and  IT400  have  com- 
pletely new  engines.  Gutsier, 
lighter,  and  more  compact  — 
with  smoother  shifting  trans- 
missions to  get  more  of  that 


power  to  the  ground. 

And  with  the  help  oft 
new  chrome-moly  fi^ames 
250  and  400  also  check ; 
few  pounds  less  than  lasc 

FASTER,  SLOW. 

Since  Enduro  riders  go  e 
as  often  as  they  go  fast, 
we  made  the  steering 
a  little  quicker  for 
the  slow  going.  L 


More  power.  Better  torque. 


Improved  longer -travel  Mom- 
shock  rear  suspension.  Our 
exclusive  nitrogen/oil  Mono- 
shock  can  be  adjusted  to  20 
dampening  settings  with  just 
a  screwdriver  Spring  preload, 
spring  rate,  and  nitrogen 
pressure  are  variable,  too. 


A  real  tool  kit.  Right  w. 
you  can  get  at  it. 


New  pivot  arm  eliminates 


MENT  YOUU  NEED. 


iist  or  slow,  our  improved 
( )sh()ck  has  more  travel  to 
\  the  rear  wheel  where  it 
tigs.  And  it's  still  the  only 
im  that  completely  elimi- 
0  rear  wheel  wobble,  while 
^  adjustable  for  anything 
tthe  Aiizona  desert  to  a 
)Czech()sl()vakian  swamp. 


STATE  OF  THE  ART.  APART. 

When  you're  five  minutes  ahead 
of  schedule,  the  last  thing  you 
want  to  do  is  sj^end  six  minutes 
fixing  a  flat.  So  our  Enduro 
bikes  come  apart  fast. 

With  the  quick-release  rear 
wheel,  you  can  fix  a  flat  and  be 
on  your  way  in  as  little  as  90 
seconds. 

Even  the  air  filter  can  be 
replaced  with  one  hand. 
 ^   Our  Enduros  come  in 


three  convenient  sizes— the 
IT175,  the  IT250,  and  the  IT400. 
They  all  have  our  new  limited 
waiTanty.  And  they  all  have  what 
it  takes  to  win  gold  medals  right 
out  of  the  showroom.  Except  an 
outrageous  i^rice. 

Which  makes  buying  a 
Yamaha  one  of  the  few  ways 
around  to  pick  up  some  gold, 
without  first  owTiing  the  mine. 

YAMAHA 

When  yon  kuoic  hoic  they're  built 


New  head  angle  for  quicker 
.steering. 


New  lighter  chrome-moly 
frame  on  the  IT250  and 
'  IT400. 


IT250  and  IT400  have  new 
transmissions  with  easier 
shifting  and  better  ratios. 


Mudproof  footpegs,  aluminum 
engine  guard. 


Hinged  levers  that  fold 


As  the  poliliciaiis  scrcu  up  our  li\cs 
more  and  more  and  every  aspect  of 
i  our  existence  comes  to  be  regu- 
lated by  the  NO  NO  Brigade,  we  Ameri- 
cans seem  to  be  acquiring  an  appetite  for 
nostalgia.  Of  course  it  is  easy  to  forget  that 
Plymouths  were  S700  out  the  door  in  olden 
days  because  nobody  was  making  much 
money.  At  any  rate,  constant  readers  may 
remember  that  the  1977  Laguna  Seca  bike 
races  featured  a  "demonstration"  by  older 
racing  machinery  starling  at.  say.  umm 
1965  back  and  there  are  u  itnesses  who  said 
that  the  spectacle  of  a  gaggle  of  Manx 
Nortons  getting  ofl"  the  line  made  the  750 
Yammies  look  pretty  po".  At  any  rate  they 
weren't  invited  back  and  even  a  deter- 
mined effort  by  Mr.  Editor  Girdler  for  "78 
fell  through.  Representations,  however, 
were  made  to  David  Love  Esc|  who  runs, 
along  with  Len  .Auerbach.  the  Classic 
Sports  Racing  Group  (104  Hill  Road. 
Berkeley.  Calif  94708)  which  provides  not 
only  a  fair  number  of  runners  for  the 
yearly  historic  car  races  at  Laguna  Seca 
(see  R  &  T)  but  al.so  a  calendar  of  about 
eight  races  a  year  on  their  ow  n.  David  has  a 
couple  of  nice  bikes  of  his  own.  a  Manx- 
man plus  a  Velo  Thruxton.  and  took  little 
urging  to  add  in  a  motorcycle  feature  for 
his  Oct.  15th  do  at  Sears  Point.  We  didn't 
know  about  it  as  quickly  as  we  might  have 
so  Cycle  News,  that  engaging  fish  wrapper. 


was  relied  upon  for  the  Walter  Winchell 
bit. 

The  whole  meeting  of  course  was  a  very 
low-key  affair  with  isolated  groups  strag- 
gling through  the  gate  in  the  greyish  early 
morning.  Love  himself  fussing  with  the 
starter  solenoid  on  his  Ferrari  before  giv- 
ing his  Driver's  Meeting  speech,  and  the 
paddock  dotted  with  Forties  and  Fifties 
gems  being  fiddled  with  by  their  owners. 
Paul  Adams  appeared  proudly  with  the  ex- 
Seitferl  Model  16  H  Norton,  all  shipshape 
and  bearing  its  skinny  Brown  and  Barlow 
carb  while  I  think  he  also  had  an  ex-Manx 


GP  second  place  bike  350  Norton.  OC; 
delights  to  be  seen  were  Chas  Taylor's 
International  Norton  (he  has  a  Vinn 
shop  in  Tomales).  Joe  Hodges  had  anor 
w  hile  Will  White  headed  a  series  of  n 
bling  Vincents  (one  of  them  awash 
oil)  as  he  is  Pres  of  the  local  HRD  cll; 
think.  Also  on  view  were  a  somev; 
modernised  Norton  Twin.  Frank  Conr 
350  Excelsior  Manxman.  Willis"  ally  O 
Star.  McCoy's  "49  AJS  thumper,  a  '57  A 
ditto  and  of  course  a  horde  of  IW 
Nortons.  Curiosities  were  a  '48  BSA  "A 
Clipper"  of  600  cc.  actually  designee 
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Photos  by  Henry  N.  Mani 

^^^^  i'y,  tl.UllU 


vood  Vintage  Racing  Means  Never 
Heeding  To  Ask  Who  Won 


r;  sidehacks.  Quinn's  250  Duck.  VVi)rni- 
•  HD/Aermacchi  Gold  Wing  Sprint, 
ia  heavily  modified  250  BMW  Single 
|-h  was  said  to  have  a  lot  bigger  than 
rpot  on  it.  not  to  mention  Earles  forks, 
n  the  day  went  on.  practicing  com- 
xed  and  it  was  nice  to  see  most  of  the 
n  circulate,  albeit  rather  gently:  a  vin- 

tlavour  being  lent  b\  some  period 
ding-bowl  crash-hats  etc.  When  actual 
ing  commenced,  new  talent  joined  in 

as  a  very  clean  and  vvell-preser\ed 
liico  Metralla  and  a  BMW  500  Twin 
I'.li  verv  nearly  brousiht  its  rider  i>tT 


when  he  ran  out  of  tread  and  onto  ihc 
sidewalk  The  Duck,  the  Aermacchi  and 
the  "250"  Bcemer  (R  27?)  turned  out  to  be 
the  quickest,  strangely  enough,  although  I 
was  told  that  these  bikes  do  "proper" 
racing  in  club  events  now.  On  such  a  twisty 
course  the  Manxmen,  some  of  whom  had 
trouble  keeping  on  the  mega,  or  the  HRDs 
which  had  all  been  ridden  to  the  meeting 
just  weren't  in  it.  No  Triumphs  would  you 
believe  it?  There  was  also  a  Vintage  prom- 
enade vyhich  was  enlivened  by  Mr.  Adams 
in  period  leathers  on  the  I6H  (which  kept 
sttipping  from  grundge  in  the  tank,  unfor- 


J 


lunatcK).  a  well  preserved  old  Harlev. 
what  looked  like  a  WD  flathead  BSA  rid- 
den with  verve,  and  the  inevitable  Barn- 
yard special  in  the  shape  of  a  grottv 
Excelsior  I  think,  just  a  bath  awav  from 
being  covered  with  chicken  feathers,  doing 
its  spil-bang-and  cloud  of  smoke  act.  Lots 
of  enthusiasm  but  no  preparation.  Also  in 
the  paddock,  among  .several  other  museum 
specimens,  was  Bob  Godard's  1920  Cleve- 
land resplendent  in  blue  and  yellow,  mak- 
ing the  most  peculiar  noises  I  ever  heard  a 
motorcycle  make. 

It  was  a  very  nice  day  as  there  was  no 
(lap  and  not  too  much  scrutineering  (judg- 
ing by  the  amount  of  oil  dropped,  flat  tires, 
dangling  wires,  etc.)  and  working  within 
the  limits  of  the  accompanying  car  races 
there  was  pretty  much  riding  with  its  ac- 
companying sights,  sounds,  and  scents  of 
Castrol  R.  Most  of  all  there  was  plenty  of 
time  and  a  fussless  atmosphere  in  which  to 
eat  lunch,  marvel  at  each  other's  bikes, 
make  trades,  or  just  sort  out  the  minor 
bothers  that  come  up  when  a  replacement 
Zappo  plug  hasn't  been  made  for  fifty 
years.  There  were  always  plenty  of  pushers, 
plenty  of  help,  plenty  of  happy  conversa- 
tion; isn't  that  what  motorcycling  used  to 
be?  High  time  that  you  got  something 
going  in  your  part  of  the  country:  Write 
Mr.  Editor  Girdler  che/  us. 
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The  Magnificent  Six 


The  Honda  CBX.  It  has  been 
called  awesome,  yet  gentle. 
Massive,  yet  nimble.  Unique, 
while  practical. 

To  be  sure,  it  is  all  of  these. 
And  more.  Much  more.  It 
offers  the  experienced  enthu- 
siast a  new  level  of  riding 
pleasure. 

There  is  nothing  quite  like  it 
in  the  world.  Its  design  and 
purpose  far  surpass  the  needs 
of  riders  who  speak  only  in 
the  simple  terms  of  time/ 
distance  accomplishments. 

The  CBX  is  for  the  rider 
whose  abilities  are  proven.  For 
the  expert,  one  whose  motor- 
cycling experiences  are  varied, 
and  who  wants  to  treat 
himself  to  the  sophisticated 
technology  and  engineering 
only  the  Honda  CBX  provides. 
For  the  practiced  rider,  one 
who  recognizes  the  value  of 
a  responsive  machine,  defen- 
sive riding  and  proper  safety 
equipment. 


The  Honda  CBX  is  charisma 
It  rises  above  the  whirring 
crankshaft  and  efficient  valve 
train  to  communicate  with  its 
rider.  The  velvet-smooth  six- 
cylinder  engine  responds  at 
the  merest  hint  of  throttle. 
And  the  sport  suspension 
lets  him  know  about  the 
road  surfaces  he's  covering 

Only  the  CBX  rider  can 
appreciate  its  magic.  Its  subtle 
traffic  manners.  The  pure 
unfettered  style.  The 
beauty  and  harmony  of 
the  individual  parts  that 
make  it  the  complete  motor- 
cycle it  is.  Only  the  rider 
who  has  experienced  one  can 
understand  the  true  purpose 
of  the  Honda  CBX— to 
provide  special  satisfaction  to 
a  select  few.  You  can  find  that 
satisfaction  at  your  Honda 
dealer,  where  the  Magnificent 
Six  is  now  on  display. 


Dual-bulb 
Full  rear  fi 
taillight  lei 
reflector. 


Six-into-two  exhaust 
system  with  upswept 
mufflers. 


Low-maintenance,  fully 
transistorized  Pointless 
Inductive  ignition  for  hot 
sparks  throughout  the 
rpm  range. 


Ignition  and  alternai 
located  behind  the 
crankshaft  to  help 
optimize  mass  centr. 
tion,  reduce  engine 
width  and  deliver 
astonishing  cornerin 
clearance.  They're  di 
by  a  specially  desigr 
silent  chain. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  e 

Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept.  CW29X.  Be 


Jet-aircraft-style  instru- 
mentation features  easy- 
to-read  design  with 
white-tipped  orange 
needles,  glare-resistant 
glass  and  a  full  comple- 
ment of  warning  lights. 


3-gallon  fuel  tank. 


,  Approved  quartz- 
halogen  headlight. 


Six  28  mm  constant- 
velocity  carburetors. 
Accelerator  pump 
improves  throttle 
response. 

All-steel  diamond- 
configuration  frame 
utilizes  the  engine  to 
enhance  rigidity. 

Oil  cooler  is  standard 
and  fed  continuously  by 
the  CBX's  dual-function 
oil  pump. 

Big-capacity  350-watt 
alternator. 


igh-rewing,  big-bore, 
ort-stroke,  1047  cc, 
DHC,  six-cylinder 
!sign  based  on  the 
gendary  World 
lampionship  Honda 
rand  Prix  race  bikes. 
?livers  smooth,  potent 
■rformance. 


'Four-valve-per-cylinder 
design  (24  valves  total) 
for  higher  rpm,  more 
horsepower 

All-aluminum  Honda 
ComStar^"  wheels  with 
tubeless  tires  specially 
designed  for  the  CBX. 

Dual  front  and  single ' 
rear  disc  brakes. 


ide  safely.  For  free  brochure,  write  American 

10247.  See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer.  (5)  1979  AHM. 
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HONDA  CBGSO 

Honda  Leaves  the  Gadgets  Out  and  Designs  a  Simple  Four  For  Real  People 


■  New  motorcycles 
have  been  getting  big- 
ger and  faster  and 
more  complicated 
and  more  expensive. 
They  create  excite- 
ment, glamor  and  piz- 
zaz  and  there  seem  to 
be  many  buyers  who 
figure  that  the  daz- 


zling technology  and  incredible  power  are 
worth  the  price  paid  in  initial  cost  and  in 
maintenance.  For  those  whose  tastes  run  to 
the  basic,  there  are  Singles  and  Twins;  less 
money,  less  hassle  .  .  .  and  more  vibration 
for  relatively  modest  performance. 

And  then,  in  the  middle,  there  are  bike 
enthusiasts  who'd  like  some  of  both,  per- 
haps a  sporting  middleweight  with  smooth 
four-cylinder  engine,  the  sort  of  engine  a 
dedicated  owner  could  care  for  himself. 
The  price  should  be  reasonable  and  none 
of  this  business  about  buying  the  special 
tools  and  the  complete  set  of  shims  and 
having  to  remove  the  exhaust  system  to  fix 
a  flat  tire. 

Enter  Honda's  CB650. 
A  rea.sonable  price  of  course  depends  on 
who  defines  the  definition  and  at  first 
glance  the  estimated  suggested  retail  of 
$2500  for  the  CB650  is  on  the  high  side. 
But  with  the  twin  economic  horrors  of 
inflation  and  fluctuating  exchange  rates 
eating  dollars  as  they  sit  in  your  pocket,  the 
price  of  virtually  all  Japanese  motorcycles 
will  rise  or  has  risen  this  model  year 
Taking  a  look  at  the  price  tags  on  the 
competition  puts  the  CB650  Four's  cost 
into  the  proper  perspective.  Yamaha's 
Twins  cost  less  or  about  the  same  as  the 
Honda,  depending  upon  model:  the 
XS650F  (standard)  is  $2198:  the  XS6502F 
is  $2298:  the  XS650SF  (special)  is  $2499. 
The  Kawasaki  Fours  cost  the  same  or 
more:  the  KZ650B3  (standard)  is  $2499: 
the  KZ650C3  (custom)  is  $2629;  the 
KZ650D2  SR  is  $2749. 

Reasonable  initial  cost  was  one  of  the 
two  main  marketing  targets  for  the  CB650. 
The  other  was  that  the  machine  be  inex- 
pensive to  own  and  maintain.  Honda  had 
the  CB550  Four,  but  with  the  introduction 
of  the  V-Twin  CX500,  didn't  want  to  stay 
at  that  displacement.  Honda  needed  a  bike 
to  compete  with  Kawasaki's  successful 
KZ650.  Building  a  scaled-down  version  of 
the  dohc,  16-valve  CB750  was  considered, 
but  that  would  have  resulted  in  a  more 
complex  engine,  more  weight  and  higher 
initial  purchase  and  maintenance  expense. 
So  the  company  decided  to  base  the  new 
bike  on  the  CB550,  and  use  the  same 
machinery  and  tooling.  Since  the  cost  of 
new  tooling  wouldn't  have  to  be  amortized 
and  included  in  the  650's  cost,  Honda 
could  keep  the  price  down. 
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That  doesn't  mean  that  the  627cc. 
sohc,  two-valves-per-cylinder  Four  is  a 
punched-out  550.  The  new  engine  has  a 
bore  and  stroke  of  59.8  x  55.8mm:  the 
CB550,  58.5  x  50.6mm.  In  fact,  the  650 
shares  only  seven  interchangeable  parts 
with  the  old  550.  The  CB650  has  a  new 
cylinder  head,  camshaft,  cylinders,  valves, 
pistons,  cases. crankshaft,  transmission, 
clutch,  frame,  wheels,  styling-almost  ev- 
erything. It's  a  new  motorcycle. 

Honda  engineers  put  a  lot  of  develop- 
ment time  into  the  CB650  cylinder  head 
and  piston  shape.  The  objective  was  to  get 
as  much  power  as  possible  out  of  the  two- 
valve  combustion  chambers,  and.  accord- 
ing to  Honda's  claimed  60  crankshaft 
horsepower,  the  goal  was  met.  That  power 
output  approaches  100  horsepower  per 
liter,  a  power  level  difficult  to  achieve  with 
a  two-valve  head  in  street  tune. 

A  9.5mm-wide  Hy-Vo  chain  drives  the 
single  camshaft  oflT  the  center  of  the  crank- 
shaft. The  31.5mm  intake  and  26mm  ex- 
haust valves  (compared  to  27.5mm  intake 
and  23mm  exhaust  on  the  550)  are  opened 
by  rocker  arms  adjusted  conventionally. 
The  camshaft  runs  directly  in  the  alumi- 
num cylinder  head;  no  bearing  inserts  are 
used,  but  experience  has  shown  that  none 
are  needed.  Dipper  wells  underneath  the 
camshaft  hold  pools  of  oil  beneath  each 
cam  lobe.  Because  the  lobes  run  through 
the  oil  every  revolution,  the  cam  is  lubri- 
cated immediately  upon  engine  start  up. 
and  there  is  no  momentary  wait  for  oil 
pressure  to  build  up  before  the  cam  is 
oiled. 

As  per  usual  Honda  practice,  the  crank- 
shaft rides  on  plain  bearings,  as  do  the 
rods.  The  rod  bearings  are  Kelmet.  a  mate- 
rial specified  for  applications  where  100 
bhp  per  liter  is  approached  or  exceeded. 

Power  flow  is  similar  to  that  of  the  550:  a 
43mm  Hy-Vo  chain  runs  from  the  crank- 
shaft to  the  primary  shaft,  which  in  turn 
drives  the  clutch  via  straight-cut  gears. 
Common  practice  is  to  drive  the  clutch 
with  spur-cut  gears  to  hold  down  mechan- 
ical noise,  but  Honda  engineers  have 
found  that  an  engine  the  size  of  the  650  is 
quiet  enough  internally  to  make  use  of 
spur  gears  unnecessary.  Straight  cut  gears 
lose  less  power  to  friction. 

Power  is  transmitted  through  the  clutch 
to  the  transmission  mainshaft.  through  the 
transmission  to  the  countershaft,  and  from 
countershaft  to  rear  wheel  with  a  conven- 
tional (not  O-ring  sealed)  endless  530 
roller  chain. 

Both  mainshaft  and  countershaft  ride 
on  double-row  ball  bearings  on  their  thrust 
sides.  The  Hy-Vo  primary  chain  is  con- 
stantly oiled  by  a  spray  fitting  tapped  into 
the  main  oil  gallery;  a  stream  of  oil  is 
directed  onto  the  inside  run  of  the  chain 


just  before  it  reaches  the  primary  sh 
Primary  chain  tension  is  maintained  b 
spring-loaded  shoe. 

The  seven-plate  wet  clutch  has  two  in 
vative  features.  First,  the  outer  frict 
plate  is  shouldered  to  prevent  lateral  mc 
ment.  serving,  in  essence,  as  a  fixed  pi 
with  the  other  clutch  pieces  bear 
against  it.  and  helping  to  ensure  immt 
ate  clutch  release.  Second,  two  cone 
spring  steel  expander  rings  fit  between 
friction  plates  and  the  back  of  the  clu 
basket  to  serve  as  dampers  and  smoott 
clutch  engagement. 

A  new  shift  drum  inertia  stop  preve 
overshifts.  A  small  tang  buries  itself  i 
the  shift  drum  with  each  shift,  indexing 
drum  and  making  it  impossible  to  n 
shifts  by  shifting  past  the  desired  gear. ' 
result  is  that  no  matter  how  quick  and  h 
the  650  is  shifted,  the  rider  gets  the  geai 
wanted,  not  a  false  neutral  between  ge 

To  handle  the  extra  heat  produced 
more  displacement  inside  what  is  basic; 
the  exterior  of  a  CB550  engine.  Hoi 
engineers  increased  the  oil  capacity  of 
wet  sump  and  the  oil  filter  housing, 
sump  pan  is  deeply  finned  inside  and 
to  conduct  heat  from  the  oil  to  the 
stream.  The  enlarged  filter  housing  : 
accepts  the  familiar  pleated  paper  Hoi 
oil  filter,  with  a  spacer  positioning  the  fi 
properly.  A  huge  37mm  trochoid  pu 
circulates  the  lubricant,  and  a  baffle  p 
inside  the  sump  prevents  oil  cavitat 
around  the  pump  pickup  during  hard 
celeration.  Total  oil  capacity  is  increa 
0.4  qt.  compared  to  the  CB5'50.  3.8  qt. 
the  650  versus  3.4  for  the  550. 

Electrical  power  is  provided  by  a  2 
watt  alternator  (versus  130-watt  on 
CB550)  located  on  the  left  side  of 
crankshaft.  Honda  spokesmen  say  the 


To  fully  appreciate  the  weight-saving  inge- 
nuity Honda's  engineers  have  shown,  con- 
sider that  a  standard  Yamaha  XS650E 
Twin  weighs  4  lb.  more  than  the  CB650. 
478  lb.  When  the  CB650.  which  has  a  fat 
rear  tire  and  ComStar  wheels,  is  com- 
pared to  a  similarly-equipped  Kawasaki 
KZ650SR.  the  weight  gap  widens  and  the 
performance  comparison  reverses— the 
KZ650SR  has  cast  wheels,  a  fat  rear  tire 
and  a  half-tank  weight  of  501  lb.  Tested  in 
August.  1978.  the  KZ650SR  turned  the 
quarter  mile  in  13.40  seconds  at  96.87 
mph.  Other  factors  which  may  have  influ- 
enced the  comparison  of  times  are  stan- 
dard equipment  tires  (as  noted  earlier)  and 
the  fact  that  the  1977  KZ650  didn't  have  to 
meet  as  stringent  noise  or  emissions  con- 
trol laws  as  did  the  1979  CB650. 

Where  the  CB650  shines  in  a  compari- 
-son  is  in  top  speed,  reaching  1 10  mph  as 
clocked  by  our  calibrated  radar  gun  after  a 
half-mile  run.  In  comparison,  the 
KZ650SR  went  105  mph  (at  the  time  the 
standard  KZ650  was  tested,  the  half-mile 
top-speed  run  wasn't  used  during  testing, 
so  no  comparison  is  possible.) 

Few  people  buy  motorcycles  for  drag- 
strip  use.  however.  Happily,  the  Honda 
CB650  makes  a  great  street  bike.  The  en- 
gine makes  its  best  power  after  a  notice- 
able kick  at  7000  rpm  and  screams  to  the 
9500  rpm  redline.  But  there  is  adequate 
power  below  4000  rpm  and  good  power 
from  4000  to  7000.  The  engine  feels  per- 
fectly comfortable  when  shifted  at  4000 
rpm  in  city  traffic,  and  leaves  lights 
smoothly  and  reasonably  quickly  at  2000 
rpm  and  above.  But  while  the  Honda  runs 
contentedly  below  5000  rpm.  it  doesn't 
have  the  kind  of  punch  and  acceleration 
the  KZ650  does  at  those  engine  speeds. 
Probably  because  the  Honda  has  26mm 
carburetors  and  the  Kawasaki  has  24mm 
carbs.  the  KZ650  seems  to  get  serious 
about  accelerating  at  a  lower  rpm.  and  has 
more  apparent  torque  than  the  CB650 
below  5000  rpm. 

On  the  highway,  about  5000  rpm  in  fifth 
equals  an  indicated  65  mph.  At  that  speed 
the  engine  sends  a  slight  vibration  buzz 
through  the  bars  and  seat  and  blurs  the 
mirrors.  The  mirrors,  like  the  ones  found 
on  the  new  CB750K.  are  unusual,  the 
stems  are  hollow  and  the  heads  precisely 
weighted  to  alter  their  resonant  frequency. 
In  theory,  the  mirrors  don't  vibrate  at  the 
same  resonant  frequency  as  the  han- 
dlebars, and  so  stay  clear  in  a  speed  range 
of  50  to  75  mph.  The  only  time  that  theory 
didn't  work  on  our  CB650  was  at  5000 
rpm.  an  indicated  65  mph— which  happens 
to  be  our  favorite  cruising  speed. 

The  transmission  is  nearly  perfect.  It's 
silent,  slick  and  shifts  smoothly,  with 
throws  that  aren't  too  long  and  aren't  too 
short. 

Suspension  compliance,  as  usual  with 
new-model  Hondas,  is  excellent,  soaking 
up  large  and  small  surface  irregularities  as 
well  as  the  suspension  units  on  any  motor- 
cycle now  available.  With  the  rear  shocks 
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Aluminum  ComStar  wheels  have  reversed, 
high-lighted  spokes. 


set  on  the  lowest  preload,  however,  a  140- 
Ib.  staffer  riding  solo  could  bottom  the 
shocks  at  the  slightest  road  dip.  even  at 
moderate  speeds.  Setting  the  preload  at 
the  middle  setting  worked  well  around 
town,  with  the  stiffest  setting  used  for 
faster  riding. 

We  don't  particularly  care  for  stepped 
seats,  but  that's  what  people  are  buying, 
and  that's  what  the  CB650  has.  It  is  better 
than  most.  The  possible  seating  positions 
are  more  limited  than  on  the  older  type  of 
single-level  seat,  but  at  least  the  Honda's 
passenger  grab  strap  is  located  up  on  the 
passenger's  section  of  the  seat,  so  the  rider 
doesn't  have  to  sit  on  it  when  traveling 
solo.  Seating  comfort  is  often  affected  by  a 
rider's  size  and  physical  configuration,  as 
well  as  what's  in  his  hip  pockets.  In  our  use. 


Keihin  26mm  slide-throttle  carbs  work  w 
Float  bowl  can  be  drained  by  loosen 
screw;  gas  runs  out  through  drain  hose. 


the  seat  became  noticeable  after  100  ni 
in  the  saddle,  but  it  took  three  times  i 
before  we  were  uncomfortable.  It  dope 
upon  the  person. 

On  the  open  road,  the  CB650  can  ir 
about  155  miles  at  an  indicated  65  m[ 
with  bursts  to  higher  speeds-before 
manding  reserve,  yielding  42.0  mpg. 
our  usual  mileage  test  loop,  a  mix  of  si 
and  highway  riding,  the  CB650  delivi 
48.5  mpg  at  mostly  legal  speeds. 

Like  the  550  before  iL  and  in  spite  ot 
oversize  rear  wheel  and  tire,  the  (  B6: 
at  home  on  twisty  roads.  It  wants  to  t 
so  the  rider  doesn't  have  to  wrestle 
machine  down  into  a  curve  and  then  p 
back  up  after  the  apex.  Steering  is  nei 
and  precise.  Cornering  clearance  is  got 
continued  on  page 
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Careful  cylinder  head  and  piston  design  bumped  up  CB650  power  without  requiring 
valves  per  cylinder  Output  approaches  100  bhp  per  liter  level. 


A  spring-loaded  tang  buries  itself  into  the  shift  drum  with  each  shift,  preventing  oversh 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

price  $2499 

ine  sohc  Four 

3  X  stroke    59.8  x  55.8mm 

on  displacement  627cc 

ipression  ratio  9:1 

buretion    (4)  26mm  Keihin 

iltration  paper  element 

tion  pointless  inductive 
med 

jwer   60  bhp  @  9000  rpm 

med  torque  na 

rication  system  wet  sump 
capacity  7.6  pt. 

I  capacity  4.8  gal. 

ommended 

lel   any  gasoline 

1er  electric 

rnator  12v260w 

dlight  65/50W  tungsten 

tch  multi-disc  wet 

nary  drive  Hy-Vo  chain 

\\  drive  #  530  chain 

ir  ratios,  overall:  1 

:h  6.04 

:h  7.34 

■d  9.12 

Id   11.78 

it  17.10 

.pension 

ont  telescopic  fork 

avel   5.6  in. 

pension 

!ar   swing  arm 

avel   3.0  in. 

ont    3.50H-19  Dunlop  F11 

jar    .4.50H-17  Dunlop  K87 

ke,  front  1 1  in.  disc 

ke,  rear  7  in.  drum 

3l  brake  swept 

rea  120.2  sq.  in. 

ke  loading  (160-lb. 

der)  5.3  Ib./sq.in. 

eelbase  57  in. 

k  rake  angle  27.5° 

il  4.1  in. 

idlebar  width  30  in. 

It  height  32  in. 

It  width  10.5  In. 

itpeg  height  12.5  in. 

lund  clearance  6.5  in. 

t  weight 

(v/half-tank  fuel)  474  lb. 
ight  bias,  front/rear, 

ercent  46.6/53.4 

iss  vehicle  weight 

Jting  835  lb. 

id  capacity   361  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  4685  rpm 

Power/weight  ratio  (160-lb. 

rider)  10.6  lb. /bhp 

Fuel  consumption  ...  48.5  mpg 
Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated     28  mph 

60  mph  indicated  .  57  mph 
Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   34  ft. 

from  60  mph   140  ft. 

Standing  start  '/4-mile  13.29 
sec.  @  98.36  mph 
Speed  after  '/>  mile  .  110  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st  43.0  mph 

2nd  62.4  mph 

3rd  80.6  mph 

4th  100.1  mph 

5th  121.7  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30   2.24  sec. 

0-40   3.25  sec. 

0-50   4.30  sec. 

0-60   5.72  sec. 

0-70   7.20  sec. 

0-80   8.73  sec. 

0-90   11. 12  sec. 

0-100   14.05  sec. 
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Announcing  The  New 
Light-Heavyweight  Champ. 

The  1979  Honda  CB650. 


Middleweight  moves  and 
Heavyweight  punch.  And  a 
price  that  won't  knock  you 
out.  Honda's  new  CB650 
gives  you 
more 


for  less —  except  at  weigh-in  time, 
when  less  is  what  you  want. 

At  437  pounds  dry,  the  Honda 
CB650  is  sinewy  and  lean,  more 
than  25  pounds  lighter  than  its 
four-cylinder  competition.  Low 
weight  pays  off  in  manageability — 
and  it  pays  off  again  when  the 
stoplights  turn  green.  There's  a 
smooth  new  627  cc  OHC  four- 
cylinder  engine  tucked  away  inside 
the  double-cradle  frame,  with  a 
decade  of  Honda  superbike  know- 
how  behind  the  design.  It  gives  the 
CB650  a  power-to-weight  ratio 
that  makes  this  bike  eagerly  respon- 
sive, with  the  cat-quickness  that 
marks  a  true  champion. 

The  CB650  is  no  lightweight 
when  it  comes  to  good  looks. 
Check  the  highlighted  black 


aluminum-alloy  ComStar'^** 
wheels,  contoured  saddle  and 
large,  stylish  rectangular  turn 
signals.  In  its  rich  colors  and  gold 
striping,  the  CB650  is  a  class  act 
for  class  riders —  riders  who  can 
appreciate  superbike  perform- 
ance in  a  mid-size  package, 
without  breaking  the  rules 
of  the  road. 

So  ride  smart,  watch  out 
for  the  other  guy  and  go  see  the 
new  light-heavyweight  champ. 
In  performance,  styling  and  price, 
it's  gonna  KO  the  competition. 
It's  at  your  Honda  dealer  now. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  For  free  brochure,  write  American 
Honda  Motor  Co .  Inc..  Dept  CW29CB,  Box  50. 
Gardena.  California  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages  for 
nearest  Honda  dealer.  ©  1979  American  Honda 
Motor  Co..  Inc. 

COIMC  STRONC! 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


Only 
Pmgtars 


^^ReaTs  got  dynamite  taste! 
Strong...more  like  ahigh  tar. 
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The  strong  tasting  low  tar. 


1978  R.  J.  Reynolds  Tobocco  Coo 


Behiml  Every 
Winning  Racer i.,^ 

Would  Bob  Hannah  Dominate  Motocross  As  He  Does 
Were  Keith  McCarty  Not  His  Mechanic? 

by  Joe  Scaizo 


girl  in  a  bathing  suit,  driving  a  Cad- 
iliac  pulling  a  ski  boat,  passed  the 
white  and  yellow  Dodge  trans- 
J  t  with  "Yamaha  Motocross  Team" 
mted  on  its  sides.  "I'd  much  rather  be 
mg  wherever  she's  going,"  said  Keith 
XTarty.  the  driver  of  the  transport,  "than 
ere  we're  going." 

I'robably  the  boat  was  going  to  Pyramid 
)ie,  just  oH  of  Interstate  5.  Our  desiina- 
,i,  across  4(X)  odd  miles  of  the  most 
jolate  landscape  in  California,  was 
irs  Point,  a  motocross  facility  that,  de- 
ae  its  nearness  to  San  Francisco  and  the 
;  area,  is  notorious  for  being  among  the 
liiest.  dustiest  tracks  on  the  professional 

.T. 

^yelled  something  in  reply,  which  Keith 
Ildn't  hear  above  the  roaring  reverbera- 
1  of  the  transport's  blown-out  muffler 
!  the  wind  rushing  through  the  cab. 
jiety  four  thousand  miles  was  the  figure 
llhe  odometer,  but  it  was  deceptive.  The 
nmeter  had  been  around  twice  already. 
;  transport  even  had  a  rebuilt  engine. 


The  original  had  burned  54  quarts  of  oil. 
plus  enough  STP  to  fill  Pyramid  Lake, 
returning  to  California  from  a  March  race 
at  Atlanta.  Georgia.  Now.  as  we  slowly 
went  up  a  grade,  the  rebuilt  engine's  water 
temperature  gauge  pegged  itself  at  240° 
and  went  no  higher.  Soothing  words  from 
McCarty.  the  25-year  old  mechanic,  confi- 
dant, and  loyal  advisor  to  one  Bob  Hannah 
(Who  The  Hell  Is  Bob  Hannah?,  demands 
a  sign  mounted  inside  the  back  door  of  the 
transport),  brought  it  no  lower. 

I  surveyed  the  cab's  windy  and  debris- 
filled  interior.  Five  Bob  Hannah  photo 
stickers  on  the  passenger  side  door  had 
been  there  a  long  time,  judging  from  the 
amount  of  fade  in  Hannah's  blond  hair. 
Another  sticker  was  from  Bill  Hannah 
Ford  of  Shreveport.  Louisiana,  an  estab- 
lishment that,  despite  Hannah's  father 
being  from  the  south,  and  having  a  dozen 
or  so  brothers,  has  no  blood  connection. 
The  stickers,  at  least,  were  pasted  down. 
Getting  bullied  by  the  wind  were  a  Fuzz- 
buster  II.  a  Goodyear  cap.  a  roll  of  paper 


towels,  three  empty  credential  holders,  a 
half-empty  bottle  of  sunian  Union,  a  full 
container  of  Tylenol  tablet.s.  an  empty 
iced-tea  jug.  two  jackets,  various  shirts, 
underwear,  pillows,  an  American  Motor- 
cvclist  Association  {.A MA)  rules  book, 
mi.scellaneous  papers  w  ith  typing  on  them, 
a  travel  itinerary  from  Yamaha  Motor  Cor- 
poration of  the  motels  McCarty  was 
booked  into  (a  blast  of  hot.  drv.  Tejon 
Summit  air  soon  sent  it  spinning  out  the 
window),  and  a  cardboard  box  atop  Keith's 
unmade  bunk  bed.  inside  which  were 
tapes  of  The  Beatles.  Rod  Stewart.  The 
Average  White  Band,  Slevic  Wonder,  and 
truck  driver  jokes.  When  he  played  the  one 
about  the  shoe  salesman  who  liked  ice 
cream.  Keith  was  reminded  of.  and  quickly 
mentioned,  the  best  roadside  ice  cream 
stops  in  a  dozen  states.  This  was  followed 
by  a  thoughtful  appraisal  of  where  to  stop 
for  iced  tea  when  cro.ssing  Missi.ssippi.  w  ho 
makes  the  best  hamburgers  in  Ohio,  the 
tastiest  tacos  in  California— anyone  writing 
a  gourmet's  guide  to  junk  food  em-> 


oos  by  Ron  Hussey 
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poriums,  it  became  obvious,  would  do  well 
lo  consult  this  man. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  rear  of  the  van.  where 
everything  was  so  fastidiously  clean  that 
you  could  have,  without  hesitation,  eaten 
off  the  green  carpeted  floor,  a  yellow  and 
black  Yamaha  250  motocross  racer.  No.  2. 
and  1500  pounds  of  tackle  including  spare 
wheels,  tires,  engines  and  tools  were 
stowed  away  in  textbook  order.  The  stark 
contrast  between  his  spotless  working  and 
disheveled  living  quarters  might  be  comic, 
except  that  it  is  compelling  evidence  that 
Keith  McCarty  has  his  priorities  in  order. 
When  Yamaha  got  him  his  new  transport 
in  a  couple  of  weeks,  he  said,  he  would  try 
and  find  time  to  be  a  better  housekeeper. 

What  time?  It  was  June,  but  he  had  been 
on  the  road  since  January  and  would  con- 
tinue to  be  until  November.  Traveling,  not 
racing,  must  take  up  80  percent  of  a  racing 
mechanic's  life.  The  big  indoor  motocross 
meets  in  Washington,  Georgia.  Florida. 
Texas,  Michigan.  Pennsylvania  and  Loui- 
siana had  come  and  gone  so  fast  it  was 
hard  remembering  them  anymore,  and  the 
outdoor  250cc  races,  the  second  of  three 
AMA  series  (the  third  is  the  Trans-AMA.) 
that  Yamaha  pays  Keith  for,  already  were 
at  hand.  On  the  day  I  was  sitting  next  to 
him  in  the  cab.  Keith  McCarty  had.  1 
calculated  roughly,  been  to  13  national 
races,  in  half  a  dozen  states,  in  six  months. 
However  many  times  (Keith  himself 
doesn't  know)  he  has  driven  back  and 
forth  across  the  continent  to  one  race  or 
another,  during  1974,  '75.  '76.  '77,  and  now 
'78,  has  worn  out  a  score  of  van  transports, 
but  so  far  not  Keith.  And,  of  course,  w  hen 
he  arrives  at  a  race  is  when  his  serious  work 
begins. 

Inside  the  steel  and  glass  cab  it  was 
baking,  and  the  temperature,  as  we  crossed 
the  almost  windless  San  Joaquin  Valley 
had  climbed  to  above  100.  But  even  though 
perspiration  was  dripping  from  both  ends 
of  McCarty's  obligatory  moustache 
(everyone  in  the  sport,  including  Hannah, 
seems  to  have  one),  Keith  resolutely  kept 
the  air  conditioning  button  on  OH".  Iron 
ically,  the  air  conditioning  was  one  of  the 
few  acces.sories  on  the  worn-out  transport 
that  still  worked.  The  reason  it  worked  was 


because  it  never,  ever,  got  used.  Keith 
similarly  leaves  the  air  conditioning  off  in 
motel  rooms,  garages,  and  anywhere  else 
he  finds  himself  indoors  while  on  the  road. 
Despite  serious  health  problems  when  he 
was  younger,  he  has  the  constitution  of  an 
athlete.  He'd  better.  Being  the  mechanic, 
not  to  mention  the  clo.se  personal  friend,  of 
the  physically  hyperactive  Hannah,  whose 
off'-track  moments  are  spent  water  skiing, 
surfing,  hunting,  skect  shooting,  swim- 
ming, running  and  generally  burning  up 
enormous  amounts  of  energy,  requires 
stamina.  However,  the  idea  of  staying  in 
good  physical  condition  by  foregoing  air 


conditioning  and  adapting  to  every  nt  i 
temperature,  climate  and  altitude  he  e  ; 
counters  is  not.  Keith  admit.s.  an  origin  r 
one:  the  smarter  mechanics  were  doing  « 
long  before  he  got  into  motocross.  TIT 
riders  always  did  it.  I 
And  although  ihe  riders,  properly,  stjjt 
get  the  majority  of  the  glory  and  acclaiii 
more  and  more  in  motocross  the  realizH 
lion  seems  to  be  taking  hold  that  a  mr 
chanic  can  make  or  break  a  rider.  Woui 
Bob  Hannah  dominate  motocross  as  I 
does  were  Keith  not  his  mechanic?  Is  til 
rea.son  Tony  DiStefano  doesn't  domina; 
as  he  used  to  because  Keith  is  no  longer  H 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON  HAS  NEVER  FORGOTTEN 

THE  BASIC  REIATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  MAN  AND  MOTORCT 

For  over  75  years  we  have  created  products  for 
individuals,  not  masses . . .  daring  to  make  motorcycle 
that  are  not  all  things  to  all  people. 

Electra  Glide.'  Sportster."  Low  Rider.  Super  (}lid 
The  XLS.  Each  a  specific,  no  compromise  bike,  with 
a  specific,  no  compromise  purpose— touring,  sport,  a 

We  .-.uppurl  thf  Mcrtoi cycle  Safely  I-i.uih1:Mi.iii  iind  llie  A.M  .A.  iilid  believe  iii  safely  fil>I  ,\K\/. 
with  linhls  and  helniel.  Specific.ninns  subject  to  change  without  notice. 
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hanic?  No  one  can  say,  and  Keith 
iclf  certainly  won't.  All  that  is  clear  is 
any  mechanic,  unless  he  works  with 
)utstanding  rider,  one  who  wins  fre- 
itly.  is  guaranteed  a  career  of  relative 
lymity.  Had  it  not  been  for  DiStefano 
Hannah,  nobody  might  have  heard  of 
h  McCarty.  Yet  Keith's  story,  in  its  way. 
ist  as  interesting  and  unlikely  as 
nah's  own. 

3rn  without  the  sense  of  hearing  in  his 
ear.  and  with  no  neck  muscles  on  his 
jide,  and  without  the  ability  to  breath 
ugh  his  left  nostril  (he  still  has  an 
)mpanying  high  nasal  intonation). 


Keith,  raised  in  Southern  California,  also 
had  a  congenitally  weak  heart  that  later 
limited  his  physical  education  classes  in 
high  school.  He  went  through  six  opera- 
tions before  he  was  10.  including  open 
heart  surgery  at  seven.  Without  overstating 
the  obvious,  he  overcame  much  to  get 
where  he  is  today. 

He  never  went  to  school  to  become  a 
racing  mechanic;  no  such  school  exists. 
"No."  Keith  says,  "I  was  lucky."  By  lucky, 
he  means  that  when  he  still  was  relatively 
young  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  discover 
an  occupation  which  rewarded  his  me- 
chanical aptitude  (more  about  this  in  a 
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moment)  while  also  satisfying  his  appetite 
for  competition.  Although  he  doesn't  have, 
and  apparently  never  had.  a  desire  to  race 
motorcycles  himself.  Keith  McCarty  seems 
to  be  a  lompeiitor.  He  hates  to  lose  at 
anything.  He  is  further  lucky,  he  feels,  to 
be  working  for  a  company.  Yamaha,  which 
also  hates  to  lose  (winning  every  1978 
motocross  championship,  a  first),  and 
which  reportedly  pays  its  racing  mechanics 
as  much  or  more,  and  gives  them  greater 
security,  than  most  teams. 

The  way  Keith  got  into  motocross  was 
circuitous.  His  physical  inability  to  go  out 
for  sports  in  high  school  led  him  to  semes- 
ter after  semester  of  machine  shop  courses. 
Whether  he  had  an  intuitive  feel  for  them,  ' 
or  developed  one.  he  excelled  m  such 
cla.sses.  In  his  senior  year  came  a  mechan- 
ical award,  and  an  accompanying  job  offer 
from  the  Ford  Motor  Company,  w  hich  he 
never  followed  through  on.  Had  he  done 
.so.  motocross  might  never  have  heard  of: 
him.  Instead,  when  he  got  out  of  school,; 
Keith  worked  for  a  brief  time  in  an  engine' 
rebuilding  plant  and.  for  an  even  briefer 
period  for  the  short-lived  motorcycle  divi-; 
sion  of  one  of  the  most  flamboyant  and 
obnoxious  of  Southern  California  auto- 
mobile dealerships.  He  owned  and  rode 
motorc'ycles  (he  and  a  brother  actually 
constructed  a  Harley  chopper,  a  particu- 
larly garish  one.  for  exhibit  at  custom 
shows)  and  then,  though  a  friend,  heard 
about  a  mechanic's  opening  on  Suzuki's 
motocross  team. 

Turned  down  for  that  position,  he  in- 
stead was  offered  a  job  in  Suzuki's  service 
and  parts  section  at  the  main  headquarters 
in  Santa  Fe  Springs,  near  Los  Angeles.  A 
year  and  a  half  later,  in  1974.  the  racing  job 
came  open  again  and  .McCarty  worked,  in 
turn,  with  Mike  Runyard,  Billy  Grossi  and, 
ultimately  and  most  successfully,  Di- 
Stefano. who  won  two  seasonal  250  titles. 
In  those  hectic  days  McCarty  rarely 
noticed  the  slim,  quiet,  teenager  who  hung 
around  Suzuki  and  occasionally  raced  in 
the  125  class.  Later  Bob  Hannah  told  Keith 
that  he  always  wanted  to  talk  to  him.  but 
McCarty  seemed  too  busy. 

In  1977.  when  McCarty  left  Suzuki  to  go 
to  Yamaha,  and  Hannah's  old  mechanic 


i\.  or  custom.  They  stand  distinct  from  each  other  and 
)ld  contrast  to  the  assembly  hne  l(X)k  that  inspired 
erm  "Universal  Japanese  Motorcycle'.' 
If  you've  never  been  on  a  Harley-Davidson,  you  owe 
youi'self  to  find  out,  maybe  for  the  first  time  in  your 
how  it  feels  to  make  no  compromises. 

L  YOim  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEY-DAVIDSON,  j^^^H 
HAVEN7BEEN0NAM0T0RCYCLL  I^^^B 

Harley-Oavidson 

ep  insurance  ci>sls  dnwn:  lock  yimi  hike.  Kollnw  owners  manual  for  maintenance. 
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Bill  Buchka.  who  helped  Hannah  win  the 
I25cc  nalional  title  as  a  rookie,  left  Ya- 
maha and  joined  Honda  in  Europe,  Mc- 
Carty  and  Hannah  became  a  team.  Now. 
one  year  and  one  Supercro.ss  .serie.s  cham- 
pion.ship  later  (Hannah,  in  a  matter  of 
weeks,  would  add  another  Supercross  title, 
and  also  the  1978  250  championship),  they 
remained  a  team.  In  fact  the  passenger  seal 
in  the  overheated  cab  absorbing  my  per- 
spiration as  Keith  and  I  proceeded  to  Sears 
Point,  normally  would  have  been  occupied 
by  Hannah.  This  weekend  he  was  coming 
by  air. 

"When  I'm  driving  and  Bob  sits  there 
talking."  McC'arty  said,  "sometimes  he'll 
randomly  say  something  about  the  way  the 
bike  felt  that  day  that  will  really  ring  a  bell 
with  me.  It  gives  an  insight  into  the  sort  of 
power  curve,  gearing,  and  so  forth,  that 
can  help  him.  Bob  s  good  that  way.  And  he 
thinks  and  talks  an  awful  lot  after  a  race." 

The  other  part  of  the  story  is  that  by 
traveling  on  the  road  with  McCarly,  in- 
stead of  first  cla.ss  in  a  plane,  expenses  paid 
by  Yamaha.  Hannah  purpo.sely  shares  w  ith 
his  mechanic  some  of  the  hardship,  tedium 
and  boredom  that  is  so  much  a  part  of  the 
racing.  It  is  a  thoughtful  gesture,  but  he  has 
other  wa}s  of  rewarding  Keith.  The  expen- 
sive watch  Keith  wears  was  a  gift  Hannah 
brought  him  following  one  of  his  trips  to 
Japan  for  Yamaha.  Correspondingly,  the 
pair  of  matched  rings,  made  from  five 
dollar  gold  pieces,  that  both  rider  and 
mechanic  wear,  were  gifts  from  McCarty's 
mother,  celebrating  the  1977  Supercross 
title.  Astonishingly,  in  two  seasons  to- 
gether McCarty  and  Hannah  have  yet  to 
experience  a  really  serious  quarrel,  and 
two  seasons  happens  to  be  a  lifetime  in 
something  as  eruptive  as  professional  mo- 
tocross.  Pictures  on  the  wall  of  McCarty's 
garage  in  Southern  California  show  him 
smiling  with  DiStefano,  still  a  close  friend, 
but  once  a  far  closer  one.  Their  highly- 
successful  rider-mechanic  relationship, 
which  brought  in  those  back-to-back  250 
titles,  broke  up,  essentially,  over  what 
started  as  a  minor  disagreement  about  the 
type  of  front  fender  DiStefano  wanted. 

"A  rider  can  become  a  different  person 
when  he  starts  winning,  compared  to  get- 
ting seconds,  third,  and  fourths. "  McCarty 
says.  "But  when  Bob  and  I  got  together  in 
1977.  he'd  already  won  his  first  national 
title,  and  I  was  coming  from  Tony,  so 
between  us  we  were  accustomed  to  win- 
ning. That  helped. 

"What  also  helps."  he  went  on.  "is  that 
even  though  we're  friends.  Bob  and  I  are 
professionals.  He  knows  I  wouldn't  work 
as  hard  as  I  do  if  he  didn't  work  as  hard, 
and  put  the  effort  into  riding,  that  he  does. 
We  both  respect  each  other,  which  is  the 
important  thing  more  important  even 
than  money.  Yamaha  pays  me  a  straight 
salary,  and  Bob  gets  a  salary  and  also  keeps 
all  the  prize  money.  I  wouldn't  want  it  any 
other  way.  because  he  earns  it.  If  he  was 
paying  me  a  percentage  of  his  winnings, 
and  he  didn't  win.  it  would  be  too  easv  for 


me  to  blame  him  and  gripe  'Look  at  that. 
Bob  just  cost  me  SI 50.'  I'd  rather  that 
when  he  rewards  me.  it  comes  from  Bob's 
heart." 

McC  arty.  who  has  an  Irish-English  fa- 
ther, and  an  Armenian  mother  (he  is  a 
distant  nephew  of  the  racing  entrepreneur 
J.C.  Agajanian),  and  Hannah,  who  appar- 
ently is  of  Scotch.  Irish,  and  f  rench-Cana- 
dian  stock  are  (McCarty  is  speaking) 
"Pretty  emotional  people,  really.  People 
who  don't  know  Bob  think  he  has  an  easier 
time  show  ing  his  negative  feelings  than  he 
does  his  positive  ones,  but  he's  really  a 
warm  person  who  cares  a  lot  about  and 
does  things  for  his  family  and  friends.  Me. 
I  have  an  easier  time  showing  my  positive 
feelings  than  I  do  my  negative  ones.  I  feel 
lucky  to  be  doing  what  I  am.  So  many 
people,  as  they  get  older,  can't  be  perfec- 
tionists anymore.  They  have  to  settle  for 
second-best.  Bob  and  I  are  both  young 
enough,  and  I  think  dedicated  enough, 
where  we  haven't  gotten  to  that  point.  I 
don't  think  either  of  us  ever  will,  if  we  can 
help  it." 

"Of  course,"  he  said,  "it's  easy  for  me 
not  to  be  moody  now.  Bob's  leading  the 
point  standings.  Everything's  going  so  well 
for  us.  Maybe  I  wouldn't  be  smiling  if 
things  weren't  going  the  way  they  are." 

Perhaps  not.  Keith  is  quite  intense  about 
his  motocross.  about  winning,  and  is  en- 
cyclopedic about  everything  from  the  tex- 
ture of  sand  found  on  the  race  tracks  of 
Florida  (finely  textured,  it  insidiously 
works  its  way  inside  chain  links),  to  the 
coarser  dirt  found  elsewhere,  and  what 
horrors  it  dishes  out  to  tires  and  engines, 
about  .sand  vs.  dirt  tracks  generally,  about 
engine-building  and  theory,  and  about 
suspensions,  wheels,  spokes,  tires,  spring 
rates  and  countless  other  things,  including 
who  truly  goes  fast  and  who  does  not. 
Plainly,  it  would  distress  Keith  to  have 
Hannah  run  in  the  back  instead  of  the 
front.  He  might  well  lose  his  even-tem- 
pered manner  that  is  as  rare  in  a  mechanic 
as  it  is  in  anyone  else  who  has  anything  to 
do  with  racing. 

But  a  slogan  he  intends  putting  on  the 
dashboard  t)f  his  new  transport  says  some- 
thing about  Keith  McCarty.  too. 

"The  vibes  you  send  out  (it  reads)  return 
home  in  due  time." 

If  you  cannot  get  to  know  something 
about  a  person  after  spending  10  hours 
with  them  inside  a  heart-strickened  trans- 
port truck,  you  never  will.  I  think  Keith 
really  believes,  and  does  his  best  to  ob- 
.serve.  the  law  of  karma.  Additionally,  he 
has  an  interest  in.  and  a  comprehensive 
knowledge  of.  a  great  number  of  subjects 
besides  motocross  and  junk  food.  Without 
working  hard  at  it.  he's  an  accomplished 
raconteur.  And  an  often  surprisingly  funny 
person. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  light  punching 
bag  mounted  inside  the  back  door  of  the 
transport  is  for  the  u.se  of  Yamaha's  star 
mechanic  rather  than  its  star  rider, 
Hannah.  To  release  his  pent-up  disap- 


pointment and  frustration  when  things  . 
badly,  as  they  sometimes  do.  McCau 
reluctantly  admits  he  needs  something  j 
bash.  At  Mt.  Morri.s.  Pennsylvania,  a  ye 
ago.  things  got  about  as  bad  as  they  cj 
get.  An  apparent  double  victory  fl 
Hannah  turned  instead,  thanks  to  a  pain 
thrown  chains,  into  a  double  Did  IV 
Finish.  McCarty's  afternoon  was  mau 
abominable  in  triplicate  because  of  a  ruj 
in  with  a  surly  AMA  official.  After  u 
races,  motorists  on  the  main  highway  o 
of  Mt.  Morris  couldn't  help  noticing  tJ 
transport  parked  off  to  the  side,  back  do 
flung  open,  and  some  madman  in  the  roc 
mindle.ssly  abusing  a  punching  ban.  It  \w 
Keith. 

"1  only  got  about  halfway  back  to  a 
motel,"  he  said,  apologetically,  "when 
the  disappointment  and  stuff  hii  me 
hard  that  I  just  had  to  stop  and  punn 
something."  He  said,  "It  made  me  ft 
better." 

At  Sears  Point  Keith  didn't  have  to  .so 
the  bag  again,  but  in  a  crowded  mcQ 
room  at  the  Holiday  Inn,  he  .somehr 
managed  to  get  into  a  good-humored. t 
strength-sapping,  no-holds-barred  wn 
tling  match  with  one  of  his  best  raci; 
friends,  a  big-bellied  mechanic  namn 
Bevo  Forti.  A  jovial,  thick-necked  Pennss 
vanian  with  a  smile  that  lights  up  II 
Christmas  at  the  sight  of  food,  big  Bea 
when  he  isn't  doing  a  laudable  job  i 
tuning  the  machines  of  independent  rioi 
John  Savitski.  is  renowned  for  his  appet  J 
and  the  money  his  prowess  as  a  spectacuu 
eater  has  won  him.  "Alligator  Jaws."' 
McCarty  named  him.  once  won  a  bet  J 
taking  two  full-sized  slices  of  pizza,  foldil 
them  double,  and  swallowing  them.  A  co; 
test  between  himself,  McCariy.  Hanrn 
and  Savit.ski  about  which  of  the  quani 
could  eat  a  doughnut  the  fastest  was 
by  Bevo  despite  the  allegation  that 
cheated  by.  again,  not  chewing.  McCaii 
Hannah.  Savitski  and  Bevo  .seem  to  hit 
fun  with  their  bets.  Another  time  Bevo  II 
face,  plus  $125  of  his  and  McCartJ 
money,  to  Hannah  and  Savitski  for  i 
quite  being  able  to  put  away  an  enn 
eight-inch  peach  pie  in  six  minutes.  I 
alibi  was  that  he'd  just  consumed  thr 
hamburgers  and  de.ssert. 

In  any  case,  at  Sears  Point.  McCaK 
caught  the  other  mechanic  in  the  actl 
going  through  the  chest  of  food  McCaii 
had  purcha.sed  for  Hannah  and  himselll 
eat  during  the  morrow's  race  (Hawaii 
punch,  orange  juice,  peanut  butter,  roj 
beef.  Roman  Meal  bread,  etc.).  A  wrestll 
match  broke  out.  It  raged  back  and  foa 
over  the  floor  and  acro.ss  the  tops  of  b"C 
for  a  good  five  minutes  before  Bevo  fina. 
got  Keith,  still  fighting  and  thrashii 
spread-eagled.  Then  he  slowl\  beg 
strangling  him  with  his  stomach  un 
Keith  had  to  wave  quit. 

Nothing  so  dramatic  happened  at 
motocro.ss  (wrestling  bouts  between  Ke. 
and  Bevo  happen  frequently,  apparen 
coniinued  on  page 
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Kawasaki  will  move  you, 
hauntyoUythrillyou, 
taunt  you,  and  make  you 
want  to  ride. 


What  made  IVBke  Miller 
leave  his  livif  e  and  warm  bed 
at  Sam? 


C; 


TheNewKZlSOO. 


He  had  no  regrets.  He  did  not  look  back.  When 
(lis  Kawasaki  KZ1300  called  to  him  that  morn- 
ing, Mike  was  ready  and  willing. 

How  could  anyone  say  no  to  a  bike  like  this? 
This  six- cylinder  DOHC  4-stroke  engine 
has  the  power  to  go  anywhere  at  all , 
the  farther  the  better  It's  liquid  cooled. 
Hot  weather  or  stop-and-go 
city  riding  won't  ruffle  it.  And 
when  you  ask  for  some  action , 
three  two-barrel  Mikuni  carbs 
'  '     carry  your  message  through. 

The  KZ1300  is  what 
you  always  dreamed  a 


touring  bike  could  be.  ( YouH  spend  less  time 
fussing  and  more  time  riding.)  With  shaft- 
drive,  there's  no  chain  to  adjust  Power  gets  to 
the  rear  wheel  nice,  smooth,  and  clean. 
Breakerless  transistorized  ignition  puts  an  end 
to  points.  You  get  a  steady,  reliable  spark. 

Whatever  you  leave  behind,  you're  going 
to  be  right  at  home  on  the  road.  Touring  is  a 
guaranteed  good  time  with  features  like  a 
quartz  halogen  headlight,  dual  horns  and  full 
instrumentation. 

The  all  new  Kawasaki  KZ1300.  It  can  take 
a  man  beyond  his  wildest  dreams.  And  take 
him  back  again,  in  style. 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  Mike  Miller 
leav^  (cont.) 

We  have  to  admit  nothing  looks  prettier  on  the  atures.  It's  thermostatically  controlled.  So  warm- 
outside  than  those  six  cylinders.  But  you  should  ups  are  amazingly  quick  and  quiet, 
know  something  about  their  inner  beauty.  Triple  2-barrel  carburetors  keep  the  engine 

Double  overhead  cams  run  the  valve  train.  fed.  And  a  transistor  controlled  breakerless 

That's  simple  and  more  efficient  The  engine  ignition  is  just  more  reliable.  Maintenance  is 

is  liquid  cooled  for  consistent  running  temper-  low.  And  there  are  no  mechanical  gremlins  at 


ny  engine  speed.  Sparking  is  just  this  side  of 
lightning  bolt. 

A  word  about  pistons.  9.9:1  should  suffice, 
"hat's  a  high  compression  ratio  that  runs  on 
egulargas. 

The  KZ1300  has  a  quartz-halogen  rectan- 
gular headlamp  that  cuts  through  darkness  like 
.  flamethrower  It's  always  ahead  of  you. 

Every  now  and  then  you  need  to  be  heard 
is  well  as  seen.  Dual  horns  come  as  standard 
:quipment  to  clear  the  air  Like  a  Peterbilt. 


And  full  instrumentation  tells  you  exactly 
what's  going  on  all  the  time.  The  speedometer 
includes  a  combined  KPH  and  MPH  indicator 
And,  get  this,  a  fuel  gauge. 

A  big  tourer  would  only  be  half  dressed 
without  a  shaft  drive.  The  KZ1300  is  shaft  driv- 
en. It's  quiet  and  trouble  free.  No  more  chain 
oil.  Just  check  the  oil  level  once  in  a  while.  The 
bottom  line  is  a  truly  comfortable  seat 

Your  local  Kawasaki  dealer  can  tell  you 
more.  What  you  tell  your  wife  is  your  business. 


Cu, 


What  made  Don\^yne 
abandon  his  Trans-Am? 

The  KZIOOO ITD. 


Don,  himself,  couldn't  explain  it.  It  sneaked 
up  on  him.  An  irresistible  urge,  as  though 
the  LTD  had  plucked  him  from  his  car 

There  was  something  about  the  custom 
styling  and  special  graphics  that  straight- 
ened your  back  and  let  you  walk  real  easy. 
It  was  one  of  a  kind.  Lowdown,  mean,  and 
eye-grabbing... a  strictly  limited  edition. 

And  to  that  you  had  to  add  the  power 
After  all,  when  you  got  down  in  that  body- 
contoured  custom  stepped  seat,  you  were 
sitting  over  a  lOlScc,  4-stroke,  4-cylinder, 
double  overhead  cams,  KZ  engine. 

A  machine  to  move  you  and  thrill  you 


with  all  the  muscle  you  could  ever  need. 

Could  it  be  the  all  new  features  of  the 
LTD?  The  vacuum-controlled  accelerator 
pump  carburetor  that  gives  you  quicker 
acceleration.  Or  the  automatic  cam  chain 
tensioner?  The  newly  designed  cast  alloy 
wheels  with  a  16"rear  tire?  Was  it  the  dual 
front  and  single  rear  drilled  disc  brakes, 
or  that  extra  low  center  of  gravity  that  kept 
you  smiling  through  the  comers? 

Nobody  was  really  sure . .  .but  without 
the  LTD  they  knew  they  were  missing 
something.  Something  they  could  only  get 
ftx)m  a  Kawasaki. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


i 


What  made  Dean  Pasch, 
ptimtman  for  Captain 

Astroblitz,  fall  fourteen  stories 

before  his  cue? 


The  KZIOOO  Shaft. 


&)mingsoon. 


Dean  could  feel  the  urge  coming  as  he 
perched  high  above  the  cameras.  Far  below 
him  his  KZIOOO  Shaft  seemed  to  beckon. 

Ever  since  he  bought  the  KZIOOO  Shaft, 
touring  fever  had  got  him.  The  marriage  of  a 
shaft  drive  to  the  legendary  KZ  had  given 
birth  to  a  whole  new  machine  dedicated  to 
smoothness  and  performance.  There  were 
enough  bumpy  rides  in  a  stuntman's  life 
without  his  bike  dishing  out  more. 

Then  there  was  performance.  Of  the  kind 
you  can  only  get  from  the  lOlScc,  4-stroke,  4- 
cylinder,  DOHC  KZ  engine.  A  new  transistor 
controlled  breakerless  ignition  (no  points) 


starts  the  fires  this  year.  The  new  automatic 
cam  chain  tensioner  is  one  less  thing  for  you  to 
do.  The  new  accelerator  pump  carburetor  takes 
the  hitch  out  of  your  giddyup.  There  are  drilled 
disc  brakes.  A  combination  steering  and  ignition 
lock,  and  complete  instrumentation.  Even  a 
fuel  gauge. 

Dean's  mind  just  wasn't  on  his  work  that  day. 
And  as  he  leaned  a  little  further  over  the  ledge 
to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  KZIOOO  Shaft,  its  cast 
alloy  wheels  and  classic  black  engine  and  the 
unique  graphics,  an  urge  to  ride  seemed  to  come 
from  the  motorcycle  itself. 

That's  Kawasaki.  Ready  when  you  are,  CB. 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  #3421796 
go  0-55  in  4.9  seconds? 

TheKZlOOO. 


Time  was  of  the  essence.  Especi- 
ally with  the  warden's  bloodhounds 
in  hot  pursuit.  But  when  #3421796 
was  called  by  some  unknown 
power  to  ride  that  day,  he  knew  he 
had  nothing  to  fear 

MeralUheKZlOOOisa 
street  legend.  And  the  story  keeps 
getting  better  This  year,  it's  big- 
ger cait)s  (28mm  Mikunis)  and  a 
vacuum-operated  accelerator 
pump  that  feeds  all  four  of  them 
at  once. That  means  more  horse- 
power, smoother  and  faster  when 
you  turn  it  on. 

The  KZ  is  big  and  easy.  Easy 
for  two  people  to  ride  across  the 


country  in  comfort.  Easy  to 
maneuver  through  city  traffic. 
And  it  keeps  the  good  times 
rolling  nice  and  easy,  with  a  long 
list  of  performance  features. 
Breakerless  transistorized  igni- 
tion. (No  points.)  A  self-adjusting  ; 
automatic  cam  chain  tensioner 
An  exclusive  air  injection  system  j 
for  better  emission  control  with- 
out loss  of  power  Drilled  disc 
brakes.  And  cast  alloy  wheels. 

Next  time  you  get  the  uncon- 
trollable urge  to  ride,  escape  to 
the  real  worid  of  the  KZIOOO.  It'll  J 
take  you  as  fast  and  as  far  as  you 
want  to  go,  easy. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  Jerry  Borton 
stop  pickin'  last  night  at  the 
Lone  Star  Cafe? 

The 650SR. 


The  broken  G-string  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it  And  Will  Johnson's  wife  was  innocent,  too. 
(Maybe.)  The  sheriff  knew 

It's  just  that  a  guitar  man  is  a  ramblin'  man. 

And  <^he  Kawasaki  650SR  is  a  ramblin' 
man's  motorcycle. 

If  you've  got  eyes  in  your  head,  you  can 
see  what  we  mean.  It's  a  little  dirty.  Kind  of 
low  down.  Sheep's  eye,  as  they  say. 

Custom  mag  wheels  get  you  started  from 
the  bottom  up.  There's  a  little  more  rake  on  the 
front  end.  Sort  of  like  a  respectable  chopper 
The  rear  wheel  is  fat  and  sassy.  Gets  the  power 
down  on  the  pavement  Hard. 


Then  there's  the  engine.  Four  cylinders  in 
a  DOHC  configuration.  They  say  it  with  a  smile 
at  the  Rock  Store.  And  they  mean  it 

This  year  we've  stepped  things  up  with 
an  automatic  cam  chain  tensioner.  So  you  don't 
have  to  turn  a  wrench.  The  new  accelerator 
pump  dumps  any  hesitation  when  you  wick 
on  the  throttle.  And  there  are  a  few  more  hidden 
persuaders  to  keep  Kawasaki  and  you  out  front 
of  the  juke  box  crowd. 

We  aren't  going  to  talk  anymore  about  the 
looks.  That's  for  you.  Like  Willie  Joe  says,  if  j 
you  talk  about  it,  it  ain't. 

Just  keep  pickin'  and  grinnin! 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  y*  >n 


What  made  the  law  firm 
of  Dicker  and  Dicker 
bail  out  on  the  accused? 

The  KZ650S. 


When  court  resumed  for  the  afternoon  session, 
the  defense  attorneys  were  missing.  Witnesses 
reportedly  saw  two  men  flee  the  grounds,  one  on 
a  Kawasaki  KZ650,  the  other  on  a  650  Custom. 

Undoubtedly,  they  took  to  the  backroads. 
Real  highway  riding,  with  all  its  twists  and  turns, 
switchbacks  and  straights,  is  how  to  find  out 
about  the  KZ650s.  When  a  bike  thrives  on  that, 
you  know  the  city  streets  will  be  an  easy  exercise. 

What  makes  the  KZ650s  so  handy?  Careful 
design.  The  KZ650  engine  is  built  to  deliver  the 
performance  of  a  750,  in  a  bike  with  the  size 
and  handling  of  a  550.  It's  a  652cc  4-stroke  with 


double  overhead  cams  and  a  new  self-adjusting 
cam  chain  tensioner  Accelerator-pump  carbu- 
retion  gives  you  smooth  throttle  response  for 
quick  bursts  of  speed. 

Dicker,  Senior,  rode  the  KZ650,with  its 
clean  styling  and  goodtime  price.  Dicker,  Junior, 
wanted  looks  and  action.  His  650  Custom  had 
cast  and  machined  alloy  wheels,  three  hydraulic 
disc  brakes,  custom  paint  and  pinstriping. 

The  Kawasaki  650s.  No  matter  which  one 
you  ride,  you're  getting  big  bike  power  and 
good-handling  in  a  mid-sized  motorcycle.  And 
that's  a  case  you  really  can't  argue  with. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  the  men  of 

Phi  KappaTheta  run  out  on  the 

social  event  of  the  season? 


The  K2400S. 


Some  say  it  was  the  devil's  work. 

Others  say  it  was  a  sorority  pay-off. 

All  anybody  knew  for  sure  was  that  when 
John  Barkworth  and  George  "The  Gorge" 
Pinard  skipped  on  the  annual  toga  party,  they 
took  over  half  the  buffet  and  certain  valuable 
manuscripts  with  them.  And  they  left  on  the 
KZ400  and  KZ400  LTD. 

They're  two  bikes  out  for  a  good  time, 
whether  it's  highway  riding  or  campus  crusin! 
You  can  bet  your  toga  on  that  The  six-speed 
gearbox  gets  you  a  lot  of  go  from  a  strong 
398cc  4-stroke  double  overhead  cam  engine. 


Stop  at  a  light  and  the  automatic  neutral- 
fmder  finds  neutral  on  the  first  try.  And  the 
steering  lock  is  built  right  into  the  ignition 
switch.  So  wise  guys  on  Greek  Row  don't  ride 
off  on  your  good  time  motorcycle. 

The  Gorge  liked  to  get  down  to  basics. 
Food  and  your  basic  KZ400.  Barkworth  was 
more  the  BMOC  type  (Big  Man  On  Campus). 
So  the  KZ400  LTD  was  more  his  type. 

The  KZ400  LTD.  Billy  goat  bars  (almost), 
fat  rear  tire,  aluminum  alloy  wheels  with  a  disc 
up  front.  Big  step  seat  and  a  sinister  black  paint 
job  with  pinstriping.  Oh,et  tu.  Brute? 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  g(X)d  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  BoV^Dghtwad' 
Cobum  open  his  purse 
struigs  and  split  f or^^gas? 

The  KZ750. 


Wanda  thought  nothing  could  separate  Tight- 
wad' from  his  money,  until  the  day  he  saw  the 
KZ750.  The  effect  was  amazing.  Turning  on 
his  heel  Jie  headed  for  home,  ripped  his  money 
from  his  mattress,  and  went  straight  back  to 
the  Kawasaki  dealer 

It  could  have  been  the  magic  of  that  4-stroke 
air  cooled,  high  torque  vertical  twin,  or  that 

/Tightwad' recognized  theKZ750 
not  only  as  dependable  and 
rugged  but  also,  economical. 
Maybe  it  was  the  full 


instrumentation,  or  the  front  and  rear  disc 
brakes.Who  could  tell?  Tightwad'  seemed 
pleased  that  Kawasaki  had  increased  the 
number  of  keys  to  prevent  rip-offs.  But 
whatever  it  was,  that  bike  had  an  incredible 
effect  on  him.  This  became  obvious  the 
moment  he  discovered  that  the  KZ750 
was  less  expensive  than  he  thoughLGood 
value  for  money  blew  his  mind  open.  ^ 

"Honeyr  he  yelled  at  the  befuddled 
Wanda,  "we're  going  to  Vegas.  Tightwad's' 
gonna  get  loose!" 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


LAS  VEGAS 


J* 


What  changed  Mrs.  Jan  Howe, 
PTA  President,  into  Mrs.  Jan 
Howe,Motocross  Mamma? 

rhe  KX80. 


rhere  was  something  about  that  little  Kawasaki 
hat  wori^ed  on  moms,  too.  All  it  took  was  one 
rip  to  the  track,  and  Mrs.  Howe  was  as  unex- 
)lainably  hooked  on  Mikey's  KX80  as  he  was. 
t  just  looked  kind  of  little  and  helpless,  like  it 
leeded  mothering. 

So  much  for  appearances.  It  was  still  a  lime 
[reen  meanie.  Every  inch  as  mean  as  the  big 
rarks  bikes,  the  KX250  and  KX125.Areal,  low- 
lown,  dirty  racing  machine,  mini  size. 


The  KX80  keeps  the  rest  of  the  field  run- 
ning hard.  Its  82cc  2-stroke  reed- valve  engine 
has  electrofusion  cylinder  design  for  quick 
cooling.  CDI  ignition  gives  a  high  voltage  spark 
to  start  it  up  revving  every  time. 

It  handles  like  a  champ.  Leading  axle  front 
forks  allow  for  longer  travel.  A  17"front  wheel 
skims  over  the  rough  stuff.  And  a  special  seating 
position  puts  the  rider's  weight  in  the  right 
places.  (Fewer  wheelies  off  the  line  for  Mikey.) 

What  it  all  boils  down  to  is  one  mean,  little 
motocrossen  Ask  the  Howes.  With  a  KX80 
in  the  family,  there's  not  much  of  anything  goin' 
to  pass  you  by. 


Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  Brad  Lackey  ^ve 
the  Reds  the  blues? 

The  Kawasaki  Greens. 


Heh.  Brad  Lackey,  Mister  MX.  Mister  Bite- 
Your-Head-Off-At-The-Ankles.  And  now  he's 
riding  for  Kawasaki.  How  can  that  be? 

He  ain't  dumb.  Last  year,  the  magazines  said 
all  the  KX125  needed  was  suspension.  Well, 
Happy  New  Year!  And  happy  new  suspension. 
You  got  it. 

We've  also  improved  the  124cc  Boyesen 
reed-valve  engine  and  refined  the  6-speed 
transmission.  The  fuel  tank  is  bigger  for  longer 
length  European  motos,  too. 

And  the  bike's  more  comfortable  so  you  can 
ride  longer  without  tiring. 

If  s  super  light  and  super  fast.  If  s  a  works 
replica  with  the  works.  The  KX250  will  blow 
the  doors  off  everybody.  Period. 


We've  reworked  this  works  replica  with  a 
better  ignition,  closer-ratio  gearbox  and  an 
improved  tire  for  holeshot  blast  aways. 

Ditto  on  the  comfort  story  with  a  new  seat, 
handlebar  and  footpeg  positions. 

The  shocking  news  up  fix)nt  is  longer  wheel 
travel  with  new  air-spring  forks.  And  gas-oil 
shocks  with  remote  reservoirs,  and  an  increase 
in  rear  wheel  travel  to  11." 

Backing  up  everything  is  a  powerful,  light- 
weight 249cc  engine  inducted  by  a  6-petal 
Boyesen  reed-valve.  An  electroftision  cylinder 
dissipates  heat  faster  And  the  radial-fin  head 
keeps  things  cooler  under  the  collar 

Brad  knows.  This  year  if  you  haven't  got  the 
Greens,  you're  gonna  get  the  blues. 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


i  i 


KX 125  and  KX250  are  closed-cnurse  competition  modds  uoljc  Subjetl  t<  >  limited  availability. 


Kawasaki  believes  in  riding  safely.  Check  local  laws  before  you  ride.  Member  of  AMA ,  MIC  and  MSF.  Specifications  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Some  models  availability  may  be  limited. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 

C!  iterial 


ginc  cases,  new  cylinder.  ^ 
new  pipe  and'.sileiicer.  dogleg  hand  levers 
and  longer  travel  suspension. 

Best  of  all.  you  will  notice  the  diflerence. 
The  first  corner  will  instill  conlidence. 
the  first  vvhcelie  will  tell  you  the  bike's 
balance  has  improved  dramaticallv  and 
the  first  really  rough  section  will  tell  you 
the  suspension  has  been  improved. 

The  smaller  engine  cases  and  new  cylin- 
der shape  appeared  last  year  on  the  VZs. 
The  countershaft  sprocket  is  placed  about 
one  inch  closer  to  the  sw  ing  arm  pivot  and 
the  side  covers  are  more  form  fitting.  Ya- 
maha's 250cc  engine  In  IT  and  YZ  varia- 
tions is  basicallv  the  same.  i.e.  bore  and 
stroke,  compression  ratio,  clutch  size  and 
general  design,  but  each  is  equipped  for  its 
own  job  assignment.  The  YZ  has  a  38mm 
carb.  the  IT  has  a  .^6.  f  he  IT  exhaust  pipe 
is  tuned  for  mid-range  push  rather  than 
lop-end  power,  and  the  Mitsubishi  tly- 
wheel/CDI  magneto  is  large  enough  to 
keep  the  IT250  from  bogging,  and  to  slow 
acceleration. 

This  detuning  hasn't  hurt  the  IT's  spirit, 
just  refined  it.  The  IT  will  out-drag  many 
250cc  motocrossers  and  more  than  a  few 
open  class  bikes.  You  can  peg  the  80-mph> 
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speedo  in  6lh.  The  250  never  loads  up.  or 
fouls  its  plug.  If  the  engine  does  get  stalled, 
pull  the  two-finger  clutch  lever  and  prod 
the  slip-proof  start  lever  and  away  you  go 
again.  Bump  a  .stump  with  the  gear  lever 
and  don't  worry;  the  end  is  spring  loaded. 
The  brake  pedal  aLso  has  a  spring-loaded 
folding  tip.  but  the  lever  is  made  from  flat 
stock  and  it  sometimes  bends  before  the 
end  tucks  in. 

The  frame  looks  unchanged,  but  it  isn't, 
rhe  general  design,  i.e,  double  front  down- 
tubes,  giant  backbone  housing  the  mono- 
shock  spring  and  damper,  are  as  they  were. 
For  added  stiffness,  the  steering  head  is 


wrapped  and  gusseted.  which  makes  that 
section  look  sort  of  bu.sy.  The  new  engine 
cases  required  new  mounts,  a  single 
welded  steel  one  at  the  front,  large  alumi- 
num plates  on  each  side  at  the  rear. 

The  major  change,  in  specification  and 
handling,  comes  from  the  steering  head 
angle.  It's  two  degrees  steeper  than  was  the 
1978  model.  29.5°  compared  with  31. 5^ 
and  trail  is  reduced  to  4.8  in.  from  5.6.  The 
wheelbase  and  .swing  arm  portion  of  the 
wheelbase.  .so  to  speak,  has  not  changed, 
and  the  pulled-back  forks  account  for  the 
minor  shortening  of  the  total  wheelbase. 
from  56.4  in.  to  56.0. 


Swing  arm  is  steel,  unchanged  from  II 
year.  It  works  well  enough  under  mr 
conditions,  although  (in  common  with  i 
'78  IT250.  w  hich  we  had  on  test  for  the  ft 
year)  when  the  bike  is  ridden  hard  intoi 
corner  and  the  tire's  excellent  traction  gi  i 
a  high  side  loading,  the  .swing  arm  feels? 
if  it's  flexing,  which  tran.slates  into  nui 
rear-wheel  steering.  Presumably  cost  co- 
sidcrations  kept  the  IT  from  sharing  i 
YZ's  aluminum  arm.  Too  bad.  althour 
we  may  have  a  cure  in  the  works. 

The  chain  guard  is  aluminum  and  doo 
good  job  of  shielding  the  chain  from  mn 
thrown  by  the  rear  tire. 


)  idol  bag  is  solidlv  inounicd  behind  the 
;  and  carries  the  normal  siippiv  of  poi 
ul  tools.  They  will  sullice  in  an  emer- 
ny.  The  bag  is  consirueled  from  vinyl 
looks  flimsy  but  actually  holds  up 
.  The  bag  has  a  plastic  plate  in  its 
aim  and  a  strap  to  keep  tools  and  spare 
»  from  pounding  a  hole  through  the 
i°rial. 

ne  speedometer  face  is  new.  Its  numer- 
jow  slop  at  80.  allow  ing  larger,  easier  to 
numerals.  In  addition,  the  indicator 
llle  is  a  day-glow  orange  color.  The 
mieter  is  unchanged,  it  may  be  reset  to 
I  b\  lurninu  ilic  reset  knob  backward  or 


enduro  mileage  may  be  corrected  forward 
or  back  in  tenths  b\  pulling  the  knob  out 
and  turning. 

Aluminum  is  still  used  for  the  case 
hugging  skid  plate.  Riding  in  rocky  areas 
can  be  costly  if  a  decent  skid  plate  isn't 
used,  but  they  usually  till  themselves  to  the 
top  with  mud  when  used  in  wet  areas.  ri> 
help  alleviate  this  problem,  a  rectangular 
ht>le  has  been  left  in  the  bottom  of  the  new 
IT  plate.  It  won't  completely  eliminate  the 
problem,  but  thev  arc  trying. 

Enduro  lighting  remains  unchanged:  a 
25  watt  headlight  and  5  watt  taillight. 
Surprisinglv.  the  6-volt.  no-battery  system 


prov  ides  a  decent  light.  t  cria^K 
blown  racing  item,  but  vou  wot^v 
worr\  about  being  caught  b\  the  da" 
if  that  40  mile  loop  turns  into  70  miles.  < 
the  rider  feels  brave  and  wants  lo  quicken 
the  pace,  a  high  beam  is  als<i  furnished. 

All  of  the  I  "s  contri>l  cables  are  large 
bodied,  nylon  lined,  and  carefully  routed. 

Hand  levers  are  dogleg  shaped.  st>me- 
what  bendablc.  and  they  are  eas\  to  reach. 

Wet  weather  riders  w  ill  really  appreciate 
the  saw-tooth  topped  pegs,  brake  lc\crand 
raised  ridges  cast  on  the  kick  start  lever  to 
prevent  slippage. 

A  rather  hard  seat  foam  is  standard  and> 


considerable  break-in  before  the 
sit-on-top-of-it  feeling  leaves.  Once  bro- 
ken in.  it  should  afford  comfort  for  the  life 
of  the  machine. 

After  the  seat  breaks  in.  everything  feels 
properly  placed  and  shaped.  Bars  are  just 
the  right  width,  brake  and  shift  lever  the 
right  length,  cleated  pegs  the  right  height 
and  placement. 

Riding  the  IT  is  a  whole  new  experience. 
Pulling  the  front  forks  back  has  completely 
changed  the  ITs  handling.  It  willingly, 
goes  where  the  rider  points  it.  seldom  tries 
to  push  the  front  wheel  and  has  a  more 
agile,  precise  feel.  We  did  find  one  odd 
trait  in  the  handling,  though.  The  first  time 
out  several  riders  noticed  a  strange  search- 
ing by  the  front  wheel.  It  didn't  affect 
control,  but  was  annoying.  It  didn't  feel 
like  a  geometry  problem,  more  like  an 
overly  soft  tire.  We  played  with  tire  pres- 
sures but  that  didn't  cure  the  problem.  We 
replaced  the  tire  with  a  new  style  3.00-21 
Goodyear  Eagle  and  the  problem  was 
gone.  The  stock  rim  saver  front  tire  has  a 
very  flimsy  sidewall  and  the  searching  we 
felt  had  been  tire  flex.  It  may  work  fine  in 
certain  areas,  but  gave  a  spooky  feedback 


at  our  test  sites.  After  the  tire  change,  the 
bike  could  be  ridden  at  frightening  speeds 
down  twisty  trails,  with  precision  on  rocky 
paths,  and  generally  with  a  high  degree  of 
rider  control  and  confidence.  Like  always. 
Yamaha's  superb  brakes  do  their  part  and 
aren't  bothered  much  by  water.  They  will 
haul  the  IT  to  a  controlled  stop,  with  a 
minimum  amount  of  eflTort.  an  important 
plus  when  riding  extended  distances. 

Suspension  travel  on  the  F  measures  9 
in.  front  and  8  in.  rear,  about  right  for  most 
endum  use.  The  forks  are  smooth  and 
don't  jar  the  operator.  The  rear  wheel 
travel  is  controlled  by  yet  another  new- 
design  monoshock.  It  has  a  large  finned 
body  and  a  single  large  spring.  Damping  is 
adjustable  by  inserting  a  flat  blade  screw- 
driver through  a  hole  in  the  backbone  and 
levering  in  a  few  clicks.  Spring  preload 
may  also  be  adjusted  but  requires  shock 
removal. 

The  added  wheel  travel  is  welcomed 
when  deep  gullies  and  such  are  charged 
into  and  the  seat  height  hasn't  been  raised 
enough  to  cause  added  problems  for 
shorter  people. 

I  he  vcar's  changes  add  up  lo  careful 


and  correct  interpretation  of  the  di 
rider's  needs.  The  latest  IT250  is  a  fine  bi: 
for  a  fast  or  serious  rider.  The  maj' 
change,  quickening  the  steering,  will  I 
the  fast  folks  jam  their  way  through  tl 
turns,  while  the  steering  hasn  t  bee 
speeded  to  the  point  of  dancing  bars  at  ft 
pace. 

The  novice  and  beginner  also  bene 
from  the  rake  change.  The  front  wheel  i 
longer  skates  on  off  camber  turns  ar 
dodging  through  the  woods  requires  le 
effort.  The  IT  feels  much  lighter  than, 
actually  is.  another  bonus  from  the  quid 
ened  steering.  Although  quicker,  it  s  not 
quick  that  the  novice  rider  can't  adjust  a^ 
start  to  enjoy  after  a  couple  of  hours  ridii 
time.  I 

Good  at  hills,  too.  as  traction  is  fine  at 
the  engine  can  be  dialed  carefully  on 
that  elusive  point  between  bogging  tl 
engine  and  standing  the  rig  on  its  re 
wheel. 

All  this  .sounds  like  an  impressi\e  pac 
age.  and  impressive  is  the  word  that  bt 
describes  the  1 1  2501 . 


Rear  brake  linkage  is  a  quick  detach  type  for     Tlie  sprocket/ swing  arm  relation  has  been  improved.  New  pipe  has  larger  center  secti 


quicker  tire  changing. 


Shift  lever  has  folding  end. 


Leading  axle  front  forks  are  plush. 
96/CYCLE  WORLD 


Rear  wheel  has  snail  adjuster,  and  a  handle  on  axle.  Excellent  chain  tensioner  is  long  last 

Detail  Photos  by  Ron  G 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

5t  price   $1698 

ispension, 

front  telescopic  fork 

spension, 

rear  monoshock 
)nt  wheel  travel, 

claimed  9.1  In. 

lar  wheel  travel, 

claimed  8.1  in. 

■e,  front  3.00-21 

e,  rear   4.50-18 

gine         two-stroke  Single 

»re  X  stroke  70  x  64mm 

5ton  displacement  246cc 

)mpression  ratio  7.9:1 

aimed  power  na 

aimed  torque  na 

irburetion        36mm  Mikuni 

lition  GDI 

brication  system  premix 

I  capacity 

[transmission)   1.5  pt. 

el  capacity  3.2  gal. 

icommended  fuel  premium 
arting  system  primary  kick 
'  filtration  oiled  foam 

>WER  TRANSMISSION 

jtch  multi-disc,  wet 

imary  drive   helical  gear 

lal  drive   #520  chain 


Gear  ratios,  overalhl 
6th  


5th. 

4th. 

3rd.. 

2nd 

1st 


.8.03 
...9.20 
.11.05 
.14.03 
.18.11 
.23.78 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase  56.0  in. 

Seat  height   34.5  in. 

Seat  width  6.5  in. 

Handlebar  width   33.5  in. 

Footpeg  height   12.7  in. 

Ground  clearance       10.2  in. 


Front  fork  rake 

angle  29.5  deg. 

Trail   4.8  in. 

Test  weight 

(w/half-tank  fuel)  258  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent  44/56 


60" 


ncer  is  solidly  mounted  but  emits  a  tinny  sound.  Large  fender 
OS  mud  off  the  rider  Tool  bag  looks  flimsy  but  holds  up  well. 


Speedo  is  easier  to  read  and  control  cables  are  large  and 
well  routed. 
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Red  Hot  From  Start  To  FinisI 


ire-breathing  new  Honda  CRI25R 
Dre^"  is  here!  It's  more  than  a 
s  bike  replica.  The  24  horsepower' 
)eed  CR125R  is  the  closest  Honda 
to  a  production  works  bike.  Be- 
?  like  the  RC125  factory  machines, 
ot  one-of-a-kind  engineering 
res  you  won't  find  on  any  other 
box-stock  125  motocrosser 
23-Inch  Front  Wheel:  Just 
one  of  Honda's  exclusive  engi- 
neering advantages.  The  total-con- 
cept CRI25R  has  been  specially  de- 
signed around  the  23-inch  front 
wheel.  This  new  wheel  tracks 
like  nothing  you've  ever 


experienced.  And  its  large  diameter 
really  helps  it  float  over  rough  terrain. 
Claw-Action  Tires:  A  totally  new 
Honda  design  in  motocross  tires.  These 
sticky  tires  really  track  on  the  hard 
stuff,  yet  flex  inward  at  the  tread  center 
to  claw  and  grip  soft  dirt  for  increased 
traction.  And  only  Honda  has  them. 
GP  Reed^^Valve:  The  specially  de- 
signed, lightweight  grid-pattern  reed 
petals  respond  more  quickly  to  help 
deliver  a  broad  powerband.  Another 
Honda-only  feature. 

Of  course,  there's  a  lot  more  to  the 
new  CR125R.  In  the  engine  you'll  find  a 
durable,  hard-chromed  bore.  And  CD 
ignition.  The  frame,  swingarm  and 
handlebars  are  chrome-moly 


steel.  Leading-axle  front  forks  and  lay- 
down,  inverted,  gas  shocks  in  the  rear 
both  deliver  1 1  inches  of  suspension 
travel.  Both  brake  backing  plates  are 
magnesium  and  the  rear  brake  is  full- 
floating.  The  lightweight  kickstarter, 
and  forged  triple  clamps  are  all 
aluminum.  And  the  countershaft  is 
located  only  64  mm  from  the  swingarm 
pivot  to  eliminate  the  need  for 
a  chain  tensioner 

Go  see  your  Honda  dealer  today, 
and  check  out  all  the  red-hot  details 
on  the  sizzling  new  1979  Honda 
CR125R.Then  start  cookin.' 

*  SAE  net  tal<en  at  the  crankshaft. 


Wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection 

when  riding,  operator  use  only  CRs  are 
designed  for  motocross  use  only  and  are  sold 
"as  is"  without  warranty  Model  availability  may  be 
limited.  For  tree  brochure,  write:  American  Honda 
Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept.  CW29R,  Box  50,  Gardena, 
CA  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages  for  Honda  dealer 
©  1979  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc. 

HONDA. 

CaMCSmONG! 


A  BiKEI^  GUIDE  To  BAJA 

Three  Different  Ways  to  Get  Into,  and  Out  of,  the  Off-Road 
Motorcycling  Paradise  of  Baja  California 


s  story  is  a  condensation  of  a  forthcom- 
book.  The  Biker's  Guide  To  Baja.  to  he 
lislicii  later  this  year  by  Parkhurst  Puk- 
ing Co.  CYCLE  WORLD  readers  will 
Iw  first  to  know  of  it. 

^  aja  is  the  playground  of  a  few  brave 
K  and  adventurous  riders.  It  is  proba- 
W  biy  the  least  understood  yet  most 
ligned  territory  south  of  the  U.S. 
dcr.  It  ranks  as  one  of  the  least  civilized 
I  populated  areas  in  the  world  and 
lainly  includes  some  of  the  emptiest 
nirv  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere.  Old 
c  Baja  freaks  who  knew  the  "old"  days 
noan  the  single  thread  of  highway  that 
V  wanders  from  the  ugly  border  town  of 
jana  to  the  tip  at  Cabo  San  Lucas.  The 
sidcnt  of  Mexico  at  the  time  ordered 
road  paved  to  improve  economic  con- 
ons  of  the  land.  It  has  certainly  helped 
that.  It  connected  a  lot  of  previously 
lost  unreachable  towns,  ranches  and 
ages,  allowing  thousands  of  American 
rists  access  to  some  of  the  most  un- 
ilcd  land  anywhere.  Most  Americans 
to  Baja  in  campers  and  motorhomes. 
er  really  realizing  that  just  over  that 
go  of  mountains  on  their  horizon  lies 
inirv  that  is  today  exactly  as  it  has  been 
centuries. 

ipanish  conquistadors,  then  priests  and 
isionaries  in  the  15th  century,  were  the 
I  to  explore  this  wild  land  and  attempt 
make  Christians  of  the  Indians  w  hose 
cendants  still  occupy  Baja.  Their  origi- 


nal trails  are  difficult  to  find  but  several  of 
Baja's  most  beautiful  towns,  like  Loreto. 
San  Ignacio.  Muleje  and  La  Paz  were 
founded  by  them.  Mexico  I  links  them  by 
pavement  now.  but  only  a  short  time  ago  it 
was  an  enormous  challenge  to  reach  these 
oases.  In  approximately  10  short  years  the 
challenge  has  been  reduced  to  a  far  easier 
adventure,  but  one  that  still  requires 
stamina  and  care. 

Unlike  most  trail  riding  country,  Baja 
has  something  for  almost  everyone.  Pine 
forests  and  lakes  in  the  north,  arid  and 
parched  desert  in  the  low  country  on  the 
Gulf  side,  high  mountains  that  are  snow- 
covered  in  winter,  rocky  mountains  rising 
out  of  sparsely  vegetated  plains,  spectacu- 
lar coasts  on  both  sides  that  differ  dramat- 
ically from  each  other,  long  sandy  beaches 
with  sand  dunes  sometimes  hundreds  of 
feet  high,  all  help  make  up  the  character  of 
this  fabulous  peninsula. 

1  have  selected  three  separate  areas 
easily  reached  by  car  or  truck  as  jumping- 
ofT  spots  for  loops  that  return  to  where  a 
vehicle  can  be  left  in  reasonable  safety.  All 
are  in  Baja  California  Norte,  or  North. 
With  thought  and  planning  each  could  be 
a  two-  or  three-day  to  one-week  ride  with 
camping,  ranches  or  hotels  available.  1 
have  never  been  averse  to  giving  advice,  so 
some  words  on  the  kind  of  bike  to  take 
seem  in  order. 

Motocross  two-strokes  are  probably  the 
worst  kind  of  machines  to  take  to  Baja. 
Their  chassis  geometry  is  unsuited  for  long 


rides.  Their  engines  are  too  highly  tuned  to 
survive  long  sustained  throttle  openings  . 
and  they  are  usually  too  radical  to  run  on 
the  rather  poor  grade  of  gasoline  available. 
Two-strokes  won't  idle.  Now  that  may 
sound  like  a  stupid  requirement,  but  when 
fences  cross  roads  as  they  do  often  in  Baja, 
they  have  gates.  Gates  must  be  opened  and 
if  you  don't  decide  from  the  beginning  to 
close  them  behind  you,  please  don't  go.  A 
luxury  you  will  soon  grow  to  appreciate  is 
to  be  able  to  leave  your  bike  idling  away 
while  gates  are  opened  and  closed. 

Motocrossers  are  also  probably  the 
loudest  bikes  in  the  world.  The  noise  fa- 
tigue from  listening  to  a  motocrosser  all 
day  for  several  days  is  exhausting.  If  you  do 
take  a  racer,  put  a  muffler  on  it.  Show  a 
little  respect  and  remember  the  beautiful 
silence  you  are  shattering. 

Enduro-type  bikes  are  by  far  the  best  for 
any  kind  of  trailing,  and  are  the  best  for 
Baja.  Softly  sprung,  long  wheelbase  ma- 
chines are  comfortable  and  can  handle  the 
roughest  going.  They  may  not  steer  as  well 
as  a  motocrosser  or  trials  bike,  but  most 
roads  contain  a  lot  of  straights  and  if  you 
aren't  racing  you  don't  have  to  worry  about 
making  berm  shots  on  every  corner. 

Though  lights  are  not  mandatory,  I 
strongly  endorse  their  use.  Riding  at  night 
without  lights  is  bad,  but  you  won't  really 
appreciate  how  bad  until  you  are  miles 
from  any  lights  on  a  strange  and  often 
dangerous  trail. 

Fit  the  largest  capacity  gasoline  tank> 
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you  can  get.  The  ability  to  go  from  85  to 
100  miles  or  more  on  one  tank  of  gas  is  a 
necessity  in  most  of  Baja.  To  be  able  to  go 
more  than  100  miles  on  a  tank  is  manda- 
tory in  some  areas.  Don  Vesco,  Malcolm 
Smith  and  Pacifico  are  only  three  of  many 
makers  of  tanks  that  will  hold  from  3.2  to 
4.5  gal.,  depending  on  the  bike. 

A  word  on  two-stroke  vs.  four-stroke  is 
also  in  order.  I  am  an  unabashed  four- 
stroke  nut,  let's  get  that  out  of  the  way  right 
from  the  start.  Four-strokes  are  generally 
more  dependable,  will  run  on  poor  gas- 
oline (if  they  haven't  been  radically  modi- 
fied), are  quieter,  will  idle  and  generally 
deliver  better  mileage.  1  know,  they  are 
heavier  than  most  two-strokes,  but  remem- 
ber, you're  not  racing  and  will  be  spending 
a  lot  of  time  on  roads  and  trails  where 
you'll  never  be  aware  of  the  weight  of  a 
bike. 

Four-stroke  bikes  suitable  for  use  in  the 
Baja  outback  are  offered  by  each  of  the 
major  Japanese  manufacturers. 

Knobby  tires  are  best,  but  the  trials  type 
tire  will  do  fine  in  most  cases.  Baja  riding 
today  requires  some  pavement  pounding 
and  the  trials  tire  is  certainly  safer.  Large 
section  tires  are  best,  at  least  a  3.50-21  on 
the  front  and  a  4.00  or  larger  on  the  rear.  I 
prefer  the  rim  saver  rear  tires  like  the 
Barum  ISDT  because  they  resist  rock 
damage.  The  more  plys  the  better.  I  use 
six-ply  sidewall  tires  such  as  Barum  and 
Metzeler,  as  they  stand  up  better  and  will 
generally  allow  you  to  ride  on  them  even 
when  flat.  Both  my  Baja  bikes,  a  400cc 
PowroU  350XL  Honda  in  a  C&J  frame  and 
my  Yamaha  TT500  with  White  Brothers 
exhaust  and  swing  arm  have  350  Cheng 
Shins  in  front  and  4.60  Barums  on  the  rear. 


1  suggest  the  use  of  a  fuel  filter,  prefera- 
bly of  the  paper  element  type.  Baja  silt 
puts  dust  into  the  air  so  thick  you  can  write 
your  name  in  it.  If  you  don't  want  to  have 
to  rebuild  your  engine  every  time  you  go 
down,  use  a  good  air  filter  and  seal  it  well. 

My  motto  regarding  tools  is:  If  you  think 
you  might  need  it,  take  it.  One  truth  shines 
through  when  going  to  Baja.  If  you  break 
something  and  it  can't  be  repaired,  you  are 
simply  out  of  luck.  Don't  take  a  bike  you 
have  doubts  about.  Fit  a  new  chain,  tubes, 
tires,  air  cleaner,  etc.,  if  you  are  even  the 
least  bit  concerned  about  their  condition. 
Check  all  the  nuts  and  bolts  and  spokes 
like  you  were  going  racing,  use  lots  of 
LocTiteor  something  similar.  Carry  a 
w  hole  set  of  extra  cables.  Lash  them  along- 
-side  the  operating  ones  if  you  don't  want  to 
carry  a  back  pack  or  some  other  type  of 
bag  on  the  bike. 

A  word  about  cameras.  Baja  is  loaded 
with  magnificent  scenery  and  if  you  want 
to  capture  it  on  film  you  have  a  problem. 
Large  cameras  are  heavy,  bulky  and  frag- 
ile. Yet  if  you  want  good  pictures  and  can 
use  a  camera,  what  do  you  do?  It  is  easy  to 
carry  a  small,  light,  inexpensive  Kodak  or 
similar  camera.  In  the  long  run  they  are 
probably  the  best  for  the  job  but  offer  only 
fair  to  poor  picture  results.  I  carry  a  minia- 
ture Rollie  35,  and  used  it  to  shoot  most  of 
the  photography  illustrating  this  article. 
I've  dropped  it,  fallen  on  it  and  generally 
abused  it  but  it  keeps  right  on  working. 

Enough  details.  Let's  go  riding. 

Ride  One  begins  and  ends  near  Tecate,  a 
small  town  where  the  beer  of  the  same 
name  comes  from.  East  of  San  Diego, 
California,  take  8/94,  follow  94  to  the 
border  turnoff  which  is  well  marked. 


Trucks  can  be  left  for  a  few  days  with  so 
of  the  filling  stations  and  garages  in  lo 
for  a  nominal  charge  per  day. 

Two  ways  south  are  available;  bi 
finish  in  nearly  the  same  place  west  of  O 
Negros.  Go  east  on  Mexico  2,  look 
signs  pointing  to  a  right-hand  turn  soul! 
Rancho  Neji.  You'll  be  on  a  high  spe 
smooth  dirt  road  referred  to  as  the  Buff 
Ranch  road,  that  continues  south  ihroi 
some  beautiful  ranchos.  It's  an  easy  r 
through  lovely  country. 

Or.  stay  on  Mexico  2.  going  east  tow 
Mexicali  to  the  village  of  El  Condor,  a  1 
miles  west  of  La  Rumirosa.  This  is 
starting  and  finishing  point  for  the  cia: 
Tecate  500  enduro,  run  by  the  Los  y 
cianos  club  of  San  Diego.  The  trail  sout 
easy  to  follow  through  some  of  the  prett 
Baja  country,  passing  through  Consti 
cion  National  Park  and  by  Lagi 
Hansen.  Going  through  miles  of  pine  I 
ests  on  well  graded  sandy  roads  you  re. 
the  sawmill  at  Aserradero;  gas  is  availa 
here.  The  road  then  turns  in  a  more 
erly  direction  and  heads  for  Ojos  Neg 
just  off  the  pavement  on  Baja  Californi; 
which  is  headed  toward  Valle  De  Trinic 
from  Ensenada,  then  on  to  its  ultim 
destination  at  a  junction  with  Mexici 
connecting  San  Felipe  with  Mexicali 
mile  or  so  past  the  sawmill  a  side  roai 
the  left  takes  you  onto  a  less  well  m, 
tained  but  equally  easy  dirt  road  head 
south.  You  are  now  on  the  Baja  500  , 
1000  course  and  will  see  their  marl 
every  few  miles.  The  trail  begins  to 
altitude  and  leaves  the  trees  entering 
high  desert  country.  Care  must  be  c 
cised  here  in  order  to  find  the  trail  i 
continues  in  a  southerly  direction  \\ 


102/CYCLE  WORLD 


500  course  turns  east  over  the  rocky 
untains  to  the  vast  desert  on  the  east- 

side  of  the  Sierra  De  Juarez.  Not  long 
I  several  experienced  Baja  riders  almost 
d  in  this  desert  when  they  missed  this 
n.  Several  motorcycle  riders  have  gotten 

in  this  area  and  died  from  exposure, 
["he  road  continues  south,  heading  to- 
•d  the  little  farming  town  of  Valle  De 
nidad.  The  critical  junction  is  called 
uvo  and  is  not  marked.  Go  straight,  or 
n  right.  Both  roads  lead  to  the  pavement 
th  of  Trinidad  to  El  Rodeo.  After  pass- 
through  Trinidad  on  the  pavement  you 
I  come  to  a  sign  indicating  a  right  turn 
Mike's  Sky  Rancho.  Gasoline  is  avail- 
c  at  Trinidad  and  at  a  small  village 
led  Independencia,  a  few  miles  north. 
£  road  to  Mike's  is  well  marked  and  a 

to  ride. 

vlike  Leon  owns  Mike's  Sky  Rancho.  He 
es  a  Baja  Bug  in  the  SCORE  Baja  races. 
t:  ranch  is  located  in  the  Sierra  San 
Iro  Martir  at  about  4000  ft.,  so  it's  cool 
the  time.  Rates  compare  with  a  good 
icl  in  the  States,  so  take  a  little  cash. 
.)ll;ir.s  are  OK  here,  but  for  the  rest  of 
a  1  prefer  to  buy  pesos  before  I  go.) 
he  ranch  has  nice  rooms  with  heat, 
id  beds  and  showers.  There  is  gas  and 
arc  welder— even  a  swimming  pool, 
leated!  Food  is  served  in  the  ranch-style 
ing  room  and  you  can  forget  all  your 
es  and  pains  at  the  well  stocked  Ameri- 
-style  bar.  Ramon,  the  manager,  can 
ke  any  drink  you  can  think  of.  but  if  you 
like  most  dirt  riders,  beer  will  wash 

more  dust  than  anything  else  will, 
t's  a  great,  homey  place  to  go  and.  as  far 
'm  concerned,  the  capital  of  Baja.  Tell 
I  I  sent  you.  Don't  be  surprised  at  the 


copies  of  C  YCLE  WORLD  all  over  the 
place.  They  know  the  best  magazine  when 
they  see  it. 

The  map  takes  you  out  of  Mike's  on  a 
different  road  than  the  one  you  came  in  on. 
It  also  follows  the  SCORE  race  course  and 
returns  to  Valle  De  Trinidad  through  the 
Simpson  Ranch.  There  is  yet  another  way 
back  into  Trinidad,  and  it's  more  fun.  Just 
follow  the  map  and  you  will  see  the  route 
re-traces  the  way  you  came  in  but  go 
straight  ahead  when  you  come  to  the  sign 
that  points  you  to  San  Felipe,  a  right  turn. 

From  Trinidad  back  to  your  truck  at  El 
Condor  or  Tecate,  can  mean  using  your 
original  route,  or  a  slight  variation:  Stay  on 
the  pavement  out  of  Trinidad  until  reach- 
ing Independencia.  Follow  the  dirt  road 
out  paralleling  the  pavement  north  until  it 
crosses  a  wide,  well  graded  dirt  road  head- 
ing almost  due  west.  This  will  take  you  to 
El  Alamo,  a  gold  mine  village  that  has 
been  there  since  the  turn  of  the  century 
when  gold  was  first  discovered  in  Baja. 
Continue  to  bear  north  and  west  to 
Rancho  Tres  Hermanos.  It  isn't  marked  so 
if  the  map  doesn't  make  it  for  you.  ask. 

I  haven't  said  much  about  language  in 
Baja.  They  speak  Spanish,  obviously.  If 
you  don't,  try  English,  again  obviously,  but 
don't  count  on  much  of  an  intelligent 
conversation.  Remember,  you  are  the  for- 
eigner, not  them.  With  very  few  exceptions 
I  have  yet  to  meet  a  rancher  who  wasn't  as 
kind  and  helpful  as  he  could  be.  We  are 
strangers,  at  best,  in  Baja.  The  Mexicans 
are  a  dignified  and  civilized  group  of  peo- 
ple, especially  in  the  back  country.  Show 
human  consideration  and  we  will  all  be 
riding  in  Baja  long  after  we're  all  too  old  to 
be  able  to  enjoy  it. 


From  Tres  Hermanos  the  trail  is  a  little 
hard  to  find  but  it  leads  to  Rancho  Escon- 
dido  and  on  to  Ojos  Negros.  From  there 
take  the  super  wide,  well  graded  road 
going  back  up  into  the  mountains  and 
back  to  the  saw  mill.  Now  you  know  where 
you  are. 

Ride  Two  begins  farther  south  in  Baja 
but  is  one  that  is  easy  to  reach.  Starting  in 
the  port  town  of  Ensenada  is  the  easiest 
way  to  enjoy  several  different  loops  out 
into  the  back  country.  Ensenada  is  also  the 
most  pleasant  area  of  the  civilized  part  of 
Baja.  Several  excellent  hotels  are  available. 
I  prefer  the  La  Pinta.  It  is  part  of  the 
government-owned  El  Presidente  chain  of 
hotels  situated  on  Mexico  1  running  the 
full  length  of  the  peninsula.  They  have  a 
good  dining  room  and  are  located  at  the 
south  end  of  town  where  it  is  easy  to  pick 
up  the  roads  leading  out.  They  will  give  a 
10-percent  discount  to  anyone  with  an 
American  Motorcyclist  Association  mem- 
bership card.  The  staff  is  one  of  the  nicest 
and  most  eflicient  I  have  ever  met.  They 
have  radio  contact  with  the  other  hotels 
and  Mike's  Sky  Rancho.  Telephones  are 
still  something  for  Baja's  future,  only  the 
border  towns  and  Ensenada  have  them. 

A  few  miles  south  of  Ensenada  the 
pavement  goes  through  Maneadero  where 
there  is  a  government  tourist  checkpoint. 
Everyone  must  have  a  visitors  permit  to  go 
any  farther  south.  They  are  issued  to 
Americans  just  across  the  border  in  Ti- 
juana. You  need  only  show  proof  of  U.S. 
citizenship.  I  have  found  it  much  easier  to 
obtain  a  permit  from  the  Mexican  consul- 
ates in  San  Diego  or  Los  Angeles.  AAA 
offices  in  California  issue  them  to  mem- 
bers through  the  Southern  California  Au-> 
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tomobile  Club.  On  the  east  coast  of  Baja 
you  can  travel  clear  to  San  Felipe  without 
one  but  they  are  needed  to  go  below. 

Two  paved  roads  lead  out  of  Ensenada. 
One  is  Baja  California  16  which  I  men- 
tioned in  the  first  ride.  Mexico  1  leads 
soMtb  -out  of  town,  through  Maneadero 
and  our  ride  turns  into  the  mountains  at 
the  town  of  Santo  Thomas.  Gasoline  is 
available  here  and  there  is  a  Baja  institu- 
tion called  El  Mirador.  Souvenirs,  a  motel. 


good  food  and  gas  are  its  wares.  You  can 
leave  a  truck  behind  the  store/motel  for  a 
dollar  or  two  a  day.  A  trailer  park  is  located 
across  the  street.  The  trail  is  an  easy  dirt 
road  traversing  a  perfect,  unspoiled  coast. 
There  are  many  ranchos  and  a  few  fences. 
Gasoline  can  be  had  at  Ejido  Erendira,  a 
rather  nondescript  farming  village  right  on 
the  coast. 

Don't  miss  the  several  spectacular  blow 
holes  located  right  on  the  road  south  of 


Erendira  before  the  road  turns  up  into 
mesas  that  run  down  into  San  Antonia  n 
Mar.  Sand  riders  will  have  a  ball  here; 
sand  is  wide,  hard  and  dry,  backed 
windswept  dunes.  It  is  easy  to  take 
main  road  out  of  San  Antonia  Del  Man 
to  the  pavement  at  Colonel  where  gas  x 
food  are  plentiful.  It  is  more  fun  to  stiy\ 
the  trail  on  the  beach  and  follow  the  ro- 
out  on  to  Cabo  Colonet.  Don't  miss 
trail  over  to  the  pavement  and  the  turn-i 


1  Mike's,  which  is  marked  as  Obser- 
i<rio  road.  Its  main  destination  is  the 
lervatory  on  top  of  10,126-ft.  Picacho 
I  Diablo,  a  joint  America/Mexican  in- 
uation.  It  is  rated  as  one  of  the  best  in 
^Western  Hemisphere  because  of  the 
T  air  and  lack  of  city  lights  on  the 
szon.  Several  years  ago  the  town  of  San 
ape  wanted  to  install  mercury  vapor 


street  lights  but  the  government  wouldn't 
allow  it  because  it  would  hamper  the  ob- 
servatory's work. 

A  few  miles  down  this  road  you  will 
come  to  the  quaint  village  of  San  Telmo. 
Gas  is  available,  as  is  cold  beer  and  canned 
food.  From  here  it  is  a  fast  and  easy  graded 
road  up  a  well  farmed  valley  and  past 


handsome  ranch  houses.  The  road  splits  at 
ajunction  marked  for  Mike's  or  the  Meling 
Ranch.  The  trail  to  Mike's  is  harder  but  a 
lot  more  fun.  The  trails  come  together 
again  not  far  from  Meling's.  Meling's  is  an 
old  ranch  that  caters  to  tourists  and  the 
people  there  don't  like  motorcycles.  The 
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THE  ONDT 

MINI  lAOTOCROSSERTO' 
SURVIVE  A  HURRICANE. 


ioince  this  year's  YZ80  is  eveiy 
r»it  the  champi(^nship  moto- 
iTosser  our  bigger  YZ's  are,  we 
>Iecided  to  let  a  champion  go 
f»ut  and  131'ove  it. 

Team  Yamaha's  own  Bob 
ilumcane '  Hannah. 

Tlie  test  took  i^lace  on  a 
Tiot(ocross  practice  course  near 
i^ake  W]iitney,Tex^is.  And,  true 
fonn,  Hiinnah  did  more  than 
List  take  the  80  out  for  a  spin. 
He  roosted  it. 

He  stuffed  it  through 
urns,  and  exploded  through 
>«emis.  spraying  diit  eight  feet 
m  the  air 

After  an  hour  of  such 
:Drture  testing,  the  champ  was 
)bwnnght  impressed.  And  he 
J  aid  so. 

«THE  THING'S  A 
ROCKET!" 

This  year,  the  YZ80  engine 
)Xenerates  lO'V,  more  power  for 
nore  holeshots  and  pack- 
ioassing  prowess.  And  since  it's 
flistributed  across  a  broader 
;oand,  there's  more  ready  power 
available  no  matter  how  fast 
[or  slow  you're  going  when  you 
rrack  the  throttle. 

That,  coupled  with  our  new 
6-speed  racing  transmission, 
sts  you  concentrate  on  riding 
Tistead  of  when  to  shift  next. 

"AMAZING  CONTROL. 
NO  SURPRISES." 

The  handling,  according  to  the 


Naturally  The  rear  suspension 
is  no  less  than  our  exclusive 
Monoshock,  specially  modified 
this  year  to  increase  travel  by 
35mm.  Front  fork  travel  went 
up  too,  25mm  worth. 

<*THE  FRAME  DIDNT 
GIVE  AN  inch:' 

The  durable  double-loop  frame 
is  a  new  design  with  the  same 
precise  geometry  and  low 
center  of  gravity  of  our  full-size 
motocrossers. 

Aiid  that's  not  the  only 
mini  feature  we  boirowed  from 
our  maxibikes.There's  Reed 
Valve  T()rque  Induction,  inner- 
rotor  CDl  ignition,  molded 
engine  side  covers  and 
leading-axle  front  forks. 


The '79  YZ80  obviously  is 
more  than  an  update  of  last 
year's  model.  In  many  ways,  it's 
a  completely  new  motorcycle, 
designed  to  respond  even  to 
the  radical  racing  style  of  the 
winningest  motocrosser  in 
AMA  histoiy 

Or,  as  Bob  put  it: 

"I  wish  I'd  had  something 
like  this  when  1  was  a  kid.  I 
could  have  been  champion  two 
years  sooner." 

YAMAHA 

When  you  bmv  how  they  're  biiilt.  I 


won't  let  you  ride  them  into  the  ranch,  but 
you  can  walk.  Why  bother,  though,  when 
Mike's  is  just  a  few  fun  miles  away  and  you 
are  welcome.  This  section  of  the  ride  is 
neat  because  of  the  spectacular  views  of 
the  coast  and  mountains.  Most  of  the  little 
rain  that  falls  in  Baja  falls  here  so  plan  on 
spring  or  summer  for  your  attempt.  The 
roads  can  get  pretty  gruesome. 

The  last  mile  or  so  into  Mike's  is  down  a 
spectacular  grade  with  a  breathtaking 
dropoff.  Treat  it  carefully  and  always  be 
aware  of  the  possibility  of  meeting  another 
vehicle  coming  the  other  way.  This  bit  of 
advice  applies  to  riding  anywhere  in  Baja. 
Slide  only  in  corners  that  you  can  see 
around  and  stick  to  the  right  of  the  road 
when  you  can't  see  ahead.  Baja  roads 
follow  the  contours  of  the  land  and 
abound  with  blind  crests.  They  are  great 
for  high  speed  wheelies  but  check  them 
out  before  you  go  sailing  of!"  the  top  of  a 
blind  crest.  (Getting  hurt  can  be  a  genuine 
problem  as  the  hospitals  in  Ensenada. 
Tijuana  and  Mexicali  are  a  long  way  off. 
Incidentally,  they  are  excellent  hospitals 
and  if  they  can't  take  proper  care  of  you 
they  will  have  you  whisked  off  to  the 
States.)  We  covered  the  routes  out  of 
Mike's  in  Ride  One.  When  you  reach  Ojos 
Negros  or  the  junction  near  the  sawmill  it 
is  simple  to  either  jump  on  the  pavement 
or  take  the  tough  road  out  of  Ojos  Negros 
down  the  long  canyon  into  the  back  yards 
of  Ensenada.  This  is  the  route  the  SCORE 
races  take  so  it  is  fairly  easy  to  find. 

Ride  Three  is  to  and  around  the  Gulf 
town  of  San  Felipe.  The  paved  Mexico  5 
leads  south  out  of  the  border  town  of 
Mexicali.  just  across  the  border  from  Cal- 
exico,  California.  The  road  was  built  by  the 


U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  during 
WWII.  The  road  has  been  just  barely 
maintained  since.  San  Felipe  exists  as  a 
fishing  town.  Most  of  the  Gulf  shrimp 
comes  from  here.  This  coast  of  Baja  is 
worlds  apart  in  character  from  the  west 
coast.  In  the  summer  it  is  as  hot  as  the 
hinges  of  hell.  The  beaches  are  a  blast  to 
ride,  thanks  to  the  extremely  high  tide 
which  bares  miles  of  hard-packed  rideable 
sand.  Several  camps  are  here.  I  prefer 
Reubens.  The  hotels  are  not  worth  men- 
tioning. Reubens  serves  great  food  and  is 
run  by  nice  people.  Gas  is  available,  of 
course,  as  is  most  everything  else  you  will 
need.  Many  Americans  maintain  trailers 
or  houses  in  the  camps  along  the  beach 
north  of  town  and  a  few  to  the  south  on  the 
road  to  Puerlecitos.  The  country  is  a  desert 
with  miles  of  sand  and  cactus.  It  hardly 
ever  rains  so  it  is  dry.  dry.  dry.  During  the 
popular  holidays  the  town  is  jammed  with 
tourists,  motorhomes.  campers,  bikes,  etc.. 
and  the  locals  are  used  to  us. 

The  road  into  the  mountains  goes  west 
just  outside  of  the  north  end  of  town.  It 
cro.s.ses  Laguna  Diablo  and  has  been  used 
in  the  past  for  SCORE  and  NORRA  races. 
It  is  spectacularly  beautiful  country  and 
easy  riding.  The  trail  joins  the  main  paved 
road  running  from  Valle  De  Trinidad 
down  to  the  junction  with  Mexico  5  at  a 
place  called  Crucero  De  Trinidad  on  the 
map.  but  known  as  The  Poles  to  all  Baja 
riders.  It  is  an  easy  ride  to  Mike's  from  a 
village  called  San  Matias  and  is  well 
marked.  North  of  where  the  road  from  San 
Felipe  to  Trinidad  crosses,  is  wild  and  open 
country.  This  is  where  motorcyclists  have 
gotten  into  deep  trouble.  SCORE'S  two 
races  use  this  territory,  as  has  the  Tecate 


500  enduro.  It  is  not  easily  navigated  an 
do  not  recommend  it  to  anyone  other  th 
experienced  desert  riders. 

South  out  of  San  Felipe  the  coast 
dotted  with  beautiful  camps  like  Bal 
Santa  Maria.  The  riding  is  easy  all  the  w 
to  the  fishing  village  of  Puertecitos.  G 
good  food,  water,  etc..  are  available. 

From  Puertecitos  you  jump  off  into  wl 
must  be  regarded  as  the  "real"  Baja.  T 
road  crosses  one  of  the  rockiest  mountai 
anywhere,  creating  one  of  the  tough 
rides.  The  old  Baja  500  went  over  these  t 
few  vehicles  do  nowadays.  The  Cuestas  i 
famous  in  Baja  lore  and  were  a  probU 
even  for  the  noted  Baja  explorer/auth 
Earl  Stanley  Gardner.  The  trail  goes 
Bahia  San  Luis  Ganzaga  and  offers  ridi 
at  its  best.  Ganzaga  has  two  camps,  go 
food.  gas.  etc..  and  is  well  worth  the  effi 
to  reach.  The  way  back  is  either  over  t 
same  road,  or  south/west  to  Laguna  Chi 
ala  and  the  pavement  of  Mexico  1. 
mentioned,  this  road  leads  north  back 
Ensenada.  Some  might  like  to  have  a  tru 
meet  them  there  since  a  good  dirt  b 
usually  is  awful  on  pavement.  The  coun 
south  is  virtually  endless  but  requires  tii 
to  see.  Ruins  of  one  of  the  old  missions  1 
far  off  the  beaten  path  at  Calamajue  anc 
worth  seeing.  This  is  wild  country  with  f 
ranches  and  little  water  or  gas.  so 
prepared  if  you  feel  adventurous. 

San  Felipe  offers  a  wide  variety  of  ridi 
possibilities.  It  is  also  a  pleasant  place 
camp  and  fish.  Seafood  is  abundant  a 
superb.  The  loop  up  to  Mike's  and  bad 
fun  and  easy.  It  gives  you  a  good  taste 
Baja  and  a  number  of  advantages  m 
Baja  riding  trips  lack. 
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WIN! 


AGHmMPWKUP! 


ES! 


WIN  1  of  1,068  PBIZESi^K  .. 


WIN  1  OF  12 

SUZUKI  DS  185  MOTORCYCLES! 

Features  rugged  2-stroke  motor,  knobble 
tires,  plastic  gas  tank  &  fenders. 


WIN  1  OF  25  SELECTIONS  OF 

COLEMAN  CAMPING  GEAR 

Each  selection  includes  compact 
classic  tent,  2  burner  stove.  2-mantle 
lantern.  B-qt.  cooler,  sleeping  bag 
&  1-gai.  jug. 


WIN  1  OF  10 
ARCTIC  CAT  LYNX  2000 
SNOWMOBILES! 

Just  ttie  tiling  for  winter  lun!  Features 
single  cylinder  Spirit  engine, 
heavy-duty  drive  train, 
futuristic  styling. 


WIN  1  OF  20 

MOTOROLA  CB  RADIOS! 

Features  full  40  channels,  power  mic, 
L.E.D.  channel  readout.  PA  switch. 


WIN  1  OF  1000 

REVELL  KIT 
ASSORTMENTS! 

400  6-packs  &  600  3  packs 
of  Revell  models. 


OFFICIAL  RULES  No  purchase  necessary  All  entries  become  the  property  ol  Revell.  Inc  None  can  be  teluined  or  acknowledged  Winners  will  be  determined  In 
a  random  drawing  Irom  all  entries  received  by  Revell.  whose  decision  will  be  linat  The  odds  at  winning  will  be  determined  b|r  the  number  ol  entries  received 
Sweepstakes  subject  to  local,  slate  and  federal  laws  and  is  void  where  prohibited  Tax  liability  is  the  responsibility  ol  winners  In  accepting  Chevy  Ice  Patrol 
Off -Road  Pickup,  Suiuki  OS  185  or  Arctic  Cat  snowmobile,  winners  agree  to  assume  responsibility  for  city  and  stale  licensing  and  registration  requirements  No 
substitute  priies  will  be  given  nor  will  cash  equivalent  s  be  paid  except  in  the  case  of  the  snowmobile  where  lack  of  service  orgamzations  in  area  ol  delivery 
make  it  impossible  to  prepare  the  equipment  properly  lor  use  by  the  winner  In  accepting  awards,  winners  grant  Revell  the  ngtit  to  publicise  and  promote  their 
winning  of  awards  Revell  employees,  employees  of  Revell  distributors,  dealers,  advertising  agencies  or  their  immediate  families  are  ineligible  If  an  unlicensed 
or  \icensed  driver  under  the  age  of  18  wins  the  national  grand  prize  (the  Chevy  "Ice  Patrol  pickup  and  ArcticCat  El  Tigre  snowmobile),  it  will  be  awarded  to  a 
parent,  legal  guardian  or  other  licensed  driver  designated  by  the  wmner  at  Revell  s  option  Contest  open  lo  residents  of  U  S  A  and  Canada  only 

.  1978  by  Revell.  Inc 

ENTER  NOW!  ENTER  OFTEN! 
EACH  TIME  YOUR  CHANCES  OF  WINNING  GET  BETTER! 


GRAND  PRIZE: 

CHEVY  4-WHEEL  DRIVE 
PICKUP  Plus 

ARCTICCAT  EL  TIGRE 
SNOWMOBILE! 

Get  ready  for  year-round  fun  with  this  off- 
road  duo!  "ICE  PATROL"  Chevy  Pickup 
features:  B-spoke  wheels,  roll  bar. 
grille/brush  guard  &  rear  bumper  from 
Jackman:.Rough  Country  suspension: 
Clbie  off-road  lights:  Kustom-Fit  interior, 
digital  alarm  clock  &  thermometer  by 
Digitar:  Hooker  roof  console:  Motorola  40 
channel  CB-AM-FIVI  Cassette  radio: 
Goodyear  Wrangler  tires:  Grant  steering 
wheel:  custom  installations  by  RVI:  and 
custom  paint  job  by  Jeff  Scozzaro.  Plus 
Arctic  Cat  El  Tigre  Series  6000  Snow- 
mobile high-performance  trail  machine. 

HOW  TO  enter: 

Send  an  end  panel  from  any  Revell  kit  (or 
reasonable  facsimile  —  3"  x  5"  piece  of 
paper  with  the  word  "ReveH"'  printed  in 
block  letters)  along  with  your  name  and 
address.  ONLY  ONE  ENTRY  PER 
ENVELOPE  will  be  accepted.  Off-Road 
Sweepstakes  closes  May  31, 1979.  No 
entries  wiii  be  accepted  after  that  date. 
Winners  will  be  announced  after  August  1. 
1979.  Send  your  entry  to: 

REVELL.  INC. 

OFF-ROAD  SWEEPSTAKES 
P.O.  BOX  66396 
LOS  ANGELES,  CA.  90066 


1?evell 


Ci 
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THENEWGE" 


Lool{}or  your  lixal  BMW  dealer  \n  the  Yellow  Pages,  or  u  I'lli.'  for  our  aiiii/ilclc  brochure  /\si{  us  about  our  European  delivery  jiUni. 

U.S.  Importer:  Butler  &  Smith,  Inc.,  Dept.Wl,  Horwcxid.  7^  67648/Coynpton,  CA  90224.  Canada:  BMV^'  Motorcycle  Distributors,  ditancc 
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always  with  the  same  result),  but  it  was 
instructive  watching  how  someone  like 
Keith  works. 

Hannah,  whose  plane  from  Los  Angeles 
arrived  late,  immediately  came  down  with 
hay  fever,  a  malady  he  suffers  from  worse 
than  most  people.  He  still  had  the  strength 
of  will  to  repel  a  hard  charge  from  Jim  Ellis 
and  win  the  first  of  two  45-minute  motos. 
During  the  intermission,  under  the  shade 
of  an  awning  Keith  had  put  up  next  to  the 
transport  van,  and  wiping  down  his  face 
with  a  towel  he  had  brought  with  him  from 
the  motel,  Hannah  sat  in  a  camp  chair, 
fogging  the  dusty  air  with  raking  sneezes. 
Keith  worked.  He  had  something  like  half 
an  hour  to  rebuild  a  motorcycle  that 
Hannah  had  had  to  overwork  to  hold  off 
Ellis.  No.  2  seemed,  to  me.  to  be  thor- 
oughly trashed.  Keith  was  too  busy  to  talk 
although  Hannah,  between  sneezes,  tried 
to. 

Hannah:  "Keith,  I  had  a  hole  shot  at  the 
start,  but  I  blew  the  first  turn.  Didn't  know 
how  to  handle  it.  1  should  have  practiced 
more." 

Keith:  "Saw  that." 

Hannah:  "I'm  not  riding  right." 

Keith:  "Everyone  else  must  be  riding 
worse." 

Hannah:  "I  was  riding  hardest  the  last 
four  laps  because  Ellis  was  catching  me. 
You  should  have  heard  him.  He  was  yelling 
at  me  while  we  were  racing.  I  heard  him 
yelling  'Hey,  Bob!' " 

Keith:  "What?" 

Hannah:  "I  hope  Ellis  isn't  going  to 
want  to  race  as  hard  this  next  moto  as  he 


did  the  last  one." 
Keith:  "Oh." 

So  much  for  dramatic  conversation  and 
shrewd  tactics  between  rider  and  me- 
chanic. It  would  be  superfluous,  anyway 
because  Hannah  isn't  the  kind  of  competi- 
tor who  requires  a  pep  talk,  and  Keith 
knew  exactly  what  he  had  to  do  to  No.  2.  In 
the  limited  amount  of  time  he  had  he 
attacked  the  tires,  frame,  footpegs  and 
chain  (careful  not  to  hit  the  master  link) 
with  a  wire  brush  until  an  almost  6-inch 
mound  of  dirt  and  mud  from  the  track 
appeared  under  No.  2;  checked  the  frame, 
wheels,  and  spokes  for  fractures;  changed 
the  air  filter;  tightened  the  spokes,  han- 
dlebars, and  everything  else;  debated 
changing  to  fresh  tires  and  decided  not  to; 
topped  off  the  fuel  and  oil;  and  did  other 
maintenance  that  I  can't  remember. 

Sears  Point  was  hot,  dry  and  dusty,  and 
Keith  must  have  been  parched,  but  not 
until  he  was  through  did  I  see  him  take  his 
first  drink  of  anything.  He  never  got  to  sit 
down,  not  once,  and  he  had  already  been 
on  his  feet  signaling  Hannah  throughout 
the  first  moto. 

Hannah,  helmet  in  place,  rode  off  to  the 
starting  line  and  Keith  followed  carrying  a 
signaling  blackboard  and  tools.  Hannah's 
sneezing  worsened  on  the  starting  line  and 
Keith  had  to  run  all  the  way  back  to  the 
pits  again  for  Kleenex.  Holding  a  stop 
watch  in  front  of  Hannah  with  his  right 
hand,  massaging  Hannah's  back  with  his 
left,  Keith  stepped  back  just  as  the  starting 
gate  dropped  and  dirt  clods  and  engine 
exhaust  exploded  backwards  through  the 
air. 


Sprinting  with  the  blackboard  and  too 
to  the  signaling  area,  Keith  spent  the  fi 
lowing  45  minutes  signaling  and  w orryi  i 
signaling  and  worrying.  He  saw  almn 
nothing  of  the  race.  Located  in  one  of 
lowest  points  of  the  track,  Sears  Poini 
signaling  area  is  no  place  for  spectatii 
What  must  it  be  like  to  have  your  machr 
and  rider  hurtling  around  and  around  I 
never  be  able  to  see  them?  Keith  mis:< 
the  pass  that  Marty  Tripes  put  on  Hann 
that  won  Tripes  the  moto  and  dropp' 
Hannah  to  .second;  and  though  afierwau 
he  looked  at  it  with  curiosity,  he  nea 
knew  where  all  the  green  paint  came  fm 
on  No.  2's  front  forks.  Hannah  told  mr 
was  off  of  Jim  Weinert's  Kawasaki:  t) 
after  Weinert  had  rammed  him, 
Hannah,  gave  it  back  to  him,  fractun 
two  spokes  off  his  own  front  wheel,  but  8 
couldn't  stop  Weinert  from  beating  H 
out  of  second  place. 

Nevertheless,  even  with  a  display  \ 
riding  that  everyone  seemed  to  agree  w 
for  him,  substandard,  Hannah,  with  o 
victory  and  one  third  place,  was  oves 
winner  of  the  meet. 

"Even  on  a  bad  day,"  Keith  exulnl 
driving  the  transport  out  of  the  race  trai' 
starting  to  unwind,  to  talk  again  and  safi 
another  victory,  "Bob  wins." 

Hannah,  still  sneezing,  was  seated  I 
the  passenger  side. 

"How  can  Marty  Tripes  go  that  fast  o 
250?"  I  asked.  Tripes,  a  massive  200C 
rider,  once  had  a  reputation  for  eaO: 
second  only  to  Bevo  Forti's. 

"His  weight  helps  him."  said  Hannn 
"It's  where  he  gets  traction" 

"But  the  Honda  team  won't  let  him  i 
on  race  day,  I  don't  think,"  said  Ke3 
"They  worry  that  he'll  get  as  heavy  as 
used  to  be.  He  couldn't  do  anything  tho 
(A  week  later,  at  St.  Peters,  Missoc 
Keith  and  Bevo  slipped  past  the  watcH 
Honda  mechanics  and  fed  and  stuffes 
hungry  Marty  Tripes  full  of  the  bigg; 
hero  sandwich  Bevo  had  been  ables 
make.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a  prank.  Pm 
or  not,  Hannah  subsequently  won  bd 
motos,  clinched  the  250  season  champii< 
ship,  and  Tripes,  his  vanquisher  at  Se. 
Point,  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.) 

Suddenly  Hannah  looked  up  and  n 
ized  what  was  happening.  Keith  was  inn 
middle  of  a  drag  race  to  the  narrow  Si 
Point  exit  with  the  transports  of  two  oc 
Yamaha  mechanics.  Jim  West  and  bu:i 
haired  Dave  Osterman,  who  Hanr 
called  "Brillo." 

"No,  Keith,  no!"  Hannah  imploc 
"No!  Watch  it!  Slow  down!  Brillo  doe 
see  you!  He's  not  looking!" 

Discovering  that  Bob  Hannah,  oft' 
people,  was  an  inveterate  backseat  dn 
was  startling.  But  mechanics  must 
their  races,  too. 

"We  beat  them  on  the  track,"  said  K«i 
moving  ahead  of  Brillo. 
"Now  we  beat  them  off  the  track." 
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THER65. 


Balanced  Performance^ 
part  four. 

BMWproves  that  bigger 
isn*t  always  better. 


For  some  years  now,  as  mo' 
torcycles  have  grown  larger  and 
larger;  there's  been  a  pressing  need  for 
a  high'quality  motorcycle  in  the 
mid'size  market. 

With  the  new  R65,  BMW 
fills  that  need.  Because  it  offers  riders 
the  traditional  BMW  strengths -our 
unique  "balanced  performance,"  our 
well'known  quality  construction  —  all 
in  a  high'performance,  downsized 
package. 

The  R65  not  only  looks  like  a 
mover,  it  goes  like  one,  too.  Cycl^ 
World  covered  the  V4  mile  in  14.31  at 
92.49  mph. 

It  s  a  fine  sports  motorcycle, 
with  the  low  end  torque  our  engi' 

neers  deem 
so  essential 


2  to  true 
aj^^H^^^H|^Bftl^  over-the' 

^^^^H^^^^  formance. 

It  s  a  fine 

touring  machine,  with  its  long'travel 
suspension  and  superior  ergonomics. 
And  it  s  an  excellent  way  for  a  rider 
to  move  up  to  a  BMW  without 
having  to  reach  so  far  down  into  his 
wallet. 

Because  the  R65  is  smaller 
than  our  other  motorcycles,  it  is  also 
more  compact,  lighter,  and  feels  even 
more  nimble  —  making  it  ideal  for  both 
men  and  women.  And  yet,  because  it 
is  lighter,  we  have  been  able  to  create 
a  suspension  system  with  all  the  long' 
travel  and  bump'swallowing  charac 
teristics  our  larger  machines  are  so 
famous  for 

A  special  instrument  nacelle 
keeps  the  view  up  the  road  unclut' 
tered,  so  the  rider  can  focus,  without 
distraction,  on  the  task  and  pleasures 
of  riding.  Lighting  is  superb,  with  a 
powerful  quartZ'halogen  headlight, 
and  a  big,  two'bulb  taillight-  so  you 
can  always  see  and  be  seen. 

The  R65  features  cast  alloy 
wheels  which  offer  not  only  superior 
strength  and  low  unsprung  weight, 
but  also  have  a  special  rim  design  that 
provides  stability  and  control  in  the 


event  of  a  sudden  flat  tire. 

Naturally,  the  R65  has  shaft 
drive,  and  this  year,  there's  a  new  tor' 
sion  damper  in  the  drivetrain  between 
the  gearbox  and  rear  drive  —  to  smooth 
out  the  extremes  of  braking  and  accel' 
erating  forces.  (We  pioneered  the  shaft 
drive  concept.  And  created  the  first 
motorcycle  with  telescopic  suspen' 
sion.)  Shaft  drive  is  quite  unique  in  the 
R65  s  class.  And  a  pleasure  to  own. 
No  grease,  no  adjustments,  less  noise. 

There's  more  to  the  BMW 


"balanced  perfor' 
mance"  concept  than  shaft 
and  suspension.  The  R65  is  con' 
structed  with  many  cast  alloy  parts 
for  lighter  weight,  and  the 
horizontallyopposed  twin  keeps  en' 
gine  weight  low.  The  result  is  super 
performance,  handling  and  maneuver' 
ability  for  a  motorcycle  of  650cc. 

Of  course,  the  R65  has  also  in' 
herited  the  engineering  simplicity  of  its 
big  brothers.  Which  means  it  is  easy  to 
maintain,  no  matter  where  your  travels 
take  you.  And  they  can  take  you  as  far 
as  you  want  to  go,  since  the  R65  is  dc 
signed  to  carry  BMW's  fuU'Size  touring 
saddle  bags. 

The  R65  comes  with  more 
than  just  our  praiseful  words,  too.  It 
comes  with  a  12'month,  unlimited 
mileage  warranty.  When  BMW  makes 
a  motorcycle,  it  makes  a  commitment 
to  your  riding  pleasure. 

Go  to  your  nearest  BMW 
dealer  and  ask  to  see  the  new  R65.  Its 
available  in  Bronco  Metallic,  Silver' 
Beige  Metallic,  Light  Red  Metallic. 

And  if  there's  a  crowd  around 
it,  don't  be  surprised.  Because  this  new 
generation  BMW  is  bound  to  generate 
a  good  deal  of  enthusiasm  among  riders 
who  know  a  good  thing. 

The  BMW  R65 .  It  joins  the 
R8O/7,  RlOOT,  RlOOS,  RlOORT,  and 
RlOORS  as  one  of  the  truly  outstand' 
ing  motorcycles  being  offered  today. 
Don't  miss  it. 

JBavarian  Motor  \(brks 
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Photos  by  John  r 


ith  Flash  or  Without,  the  Eleven 
Still  Big,  Strong  and  Stable. 


J  and  signal  lights,  ccnlrifugal  and 
lum  advance  for  ihc  ignition,  a  fuel 
le  and  a  switch  that  turned  olV  the 
:ion  if  the  bike  tipped  beyond  any 
ibie  riding  posture,  like  60"  from  verti- 
The  [-.leven  wa.s  last  and  quick-  held 
test  record  in  both  categories  for  a  lew 
<s  early  in  the  model  year.  It  was  also 
fortable  and  stronger  than  bunkhouse 
:e  and  Yamaha  sold  all  they  could 
g  in. 

be  F.leven  has  turned  in  a  strong  ser- 
rect)rd.  that  is.  they  don't  break  often. 
1979  the  factory  made  few  mechanical 
iges.  the  only  one  of  record  being  a 

.system  for  engaging  lop  gear  in  a 
e  positive  fashion.  There  are  also  man- 
d  changes,  as  the  federal  government 
emissions  levels  permitted  i>n  street 
orcycles.  F.ach  manufacturer  is  free  to 
t  these  rules  in  whatever  manner 
<s.  In  Yamaha's  case,  the  changes  have 
1  to  the  fuel  mixtures  and  the  ignition 
ng  and  advance  curve, 
ext.  the  Special  designation.  Back 
n  vour  father  was  a  bov  the  more 
ivative  Harley-Davidson  owner  litted 
mount  with  high  and  narrow  han- 
ars.  a  small  teardrop  fuel  tank  and 

extended  the  front  fi>rksand  bought  a 
with  a  step  for  him  and  a  step  for  her. 
look  wa.s  absorbed  by  the  factory  and 
ime  in  many  minds  the  look  of  a  real 
orcycle. 

ouple  years  ago  Norfon  had  a  high- 
style  Commando.  It  did  not  appeal  to 
Norton  enthusiast  and  in  truth  it  had 
aspect  of  something  the  sales  depart- 
t  had  compelled  the  design  studio  to 
Kawasaki  then  did  the  LTD.  a  more 
irated  version  for  the  KZIOOO  and  that 
'well. 

imaha  hasn't  climbed  onto  Honda's 
ler  rung  by  not  working  hard.  As  long 
as  1971  the  American  branch  began 
rviews  and  styling  studies  and  such 
decided  that  yes.  significant  numbers 
motorcycle  owners  (and  potential 
ers)  liked  the  semi-custom,  nearly- 
■»ped  stance  of  the.  gotta  say  it.  Harley. 
laha  then  introduced  the  styled  look 
he  mid-range  bikes,  the  400s.  (■>50s  and 
;.  The  Yamaha  term  lor  these  models, 
.h  are  basically  the  same  as  the  stan- 
Is.  is  Special. 

he  Specials  were  a  dream,  uh.  hope, 
e  true.  The  full  line  was  introduced  in 
{  and  compared  with  1977.  750  sales 
:  up  75  percent.  650  sales  were  up  50  to 
lercent  and  Yamaha  had  improved  its 
e  of  market  dramatically.  (That  means 
"ve  nearly  caught  Honda.) 
o  surprise  therefore  that  the  pride  of 
laha's  1979  street  lineup  is  the 
l(X)SK  an  F.leven  Special.  The  plain 


XSI 100  is  ottered  as  well  and  the  two  bikes 
are  nearly  identical  in  all  technical  fittings; 
same  engine,  internal  gearing,  frame,  etc. 

1  he  SF  ct)mes  with  leading-axle  forks, 
round  lights,  a  smaller  teardrop  fuel  tank, 
pull-back  handlebars,  shorter  mufflers, 
more  stepped  seat  and  a  16-in.  rear  w  heel 
with  correspondingly  fatter  tire.  Perhaps 
because  the  SF'  is  the  newest  model,  it's 
also  supplied  with  a  tunable  suspension; 
air  caps  on  the  forks  and  rear  shi>cks  with 
four  settings  for  damping,  in  compression 
and  rebound. 

Now.  All  the  above  has  been  detailed  at 
such  length  because  we  are  of  several 
minds  about  this.  We  wish  to  carefully 
distinguish  between  those  findings  and 
opinions  that  apply  to  both  the  Eleven  and 
the  Eleven  Special,  and  those  findings  and 
opinions  which  concern  the  Special,  as 
tested  by  riders  who  either  do  or  don't  like 
the  SF's  individual  features.  (About  which 
a  lot.  later.) 

I  he  test  figures  show  more  difference 
between  the  1978  and  1979  models  than 
between  the  F  and  SF  versions. 

lb  start,  the  emissions  modifications 
have  leaned  the  mi.xture  considerably.  This 
shows  up  most  stri>ngly  on  cold  starts.  On 
any  morning  with  a  chill  in  the  air.  say  55" 
or  below,  and  even  during  the  day  if  the 
bike  sits  for  an  hour  or  two.  full  choke  is 
needed.  Even  after  the  engine  fires,  w  hich 
it  does  after  one  or  two  spins,  the  choke 
and  all  the  choke  will  keep  it  running.  One 
minute  of  warming  up  and  we  still  needed 
full  choke  to  get  out  of  the  driveway  and 
dow  n  the  road  for  a  mile  or  so.  at  w  hich 
point  the  lever  can  be  pushed  halfwav  in. 
Onlv  after  two  or  three  miles  will  the 
engine  pull  on  all  four  without  the  choke. 

When  completely  warm,  the  Eleven  isn't 


happv  below  3000  rpm.  There's  surge  and 
hesitation,  not  a  clean  miss,  more  like  all 
the  cylinders  not  quite  getting  enough  fuel. 
Yamaha's  tech  men  said  it's  something  that 
comes  with  the  lean  mixture  and  retarded 
spark,  rather  than  from  the  test  bike. 

No  big  thing.  We  have  on  hand  at  this 
writing  four  1979  multis:  two  Yamahas.  a 
Honda  and  a  Su/uki.  They  all  display  this 
cold  nature  to  some  degree.  The  editor's 
optimism  (see  pg.  6)  notwithstanding,  it 
will  take  a  model  year  or  two  for  the 
engineers  to  adapt  to  the  new  rules,  just  as 
happened  with  the  cars  of  ten  years  ago. 

It's  also  true  that  the  other  brands,  using 
other  mods  to  reach  the  same  goals,  are  not 
having  this  glitch  to  the  degree  displayed 
by  the  Eleven. 

l  he  '79  engine  has  also  lost  some  power. 
7  his  the  Eleven  can  alVord  to  do.  as  accel- 
eration is  not  one  of  the  machine's  short- 
comings. The  SF  weighed  17  lb.  less  than 
did  the  '78  Eleven,  due  to  the  smaller  fuel 
tank  and  the  shorter  mufflers.  The  change 
should  improve  quarter  mile  times,  but  the 
SF'.  at  12.02  sec.  is  oH'from  the  1 1.78  E.T. 
of  last  year's  test  bike,  frap  speed  is  down 
one  mph.  w  hich  for  a  lighter  bike  is  u  sure 
sign  of  reduced  power. 

We  can  live  with  it.  Drag  times,  unless 
you're  a  drag  racer,  are  a  numbers  game. 
I  or  riding  on  the  road,  the  Eleven's  mas- 
sive surge  above  3(XX).  great  silent  leaps 
through  space  with  just  a  hint  of  exhaust 
nt)i.se.  is  fine  for  any  conceivable  condi- 
tion. The  Eleven  is  .so  strong  and  smooth 
that  even  when  there's  no  need,  one  tends 
to  roll  on  the  power  because  it's  there. 

The  previouslv  mentioned  engagement 
for  lop  gear  would  have  gone  unnoticed. 
The  Eleven  likes  a  firm  foot,  positive  and 
deliberate.  Each  change  up  then  works> 


Nicely  styled  pinion  housing  is  cast  alloy.  Rear  wheel  is  16  in.,  for  added  load  capacity  and 
custom  look. 
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both  sides  and  both  stands  will  ground  on 
the  left.  The  Eleven  is  no  RD400.  which  is 
why  Yamaha  ofTcrs  lots  of  dififerent  mod- 
els. Further,  the  SF  didn't  strike  sparks 
until  we  began  experimenting,  going  as 
fast  as  the  bike  would  go.  The  Eleven  has 
plenty  of  ground  clearance  and  grip  for 
riding  as  the  bike  is  supposed  to  be  ridden. 

Braking  performance  is  down  this  year, 
a  phrase  used  here  because  the  SF  has  the 
same  brakes— two  front  discs,  one  rear 
disc— as  the  plain  Eleven  had  last  year.  The 
test  bike  wore  Uridgestone  Magnum 
Mopus  tires,  which  did  well  in  general  in 
the  front  lire  tests  conduction  in  the  Janu- 
ary issue,  but  which  didn't  stop  as  short  as 
some  other  tires  in  the  group.  Our  records 
from  1978  don't  show  what  tires  the  pre- 
vious XSllOO  had.  .sorry,  but  it  wasn't 
these  because  they  weren't  on  the  market 
then. 

The  test  riders  also  wonder  if  the 
pullback  bars  had  an  influence.  The  front 
brake  lever  isn't  in  the  usual  place  and  it 
could  be  this  hampered  the  riders  in  get- 
ting maximum  braking  and  control. 

So  much  for  facts  and  figures.  Now  for 
the  Special  section. 

As  detailed,  the  SF  comes  with  smaller 
tank,  stepped  seat,  higher  and  narrower 
bars  and  a  few  other  things.  The  above 
items  are  the  major  dilVerences  and  the 
ones  with  emotional  appeal,  pro  and  con. 

As  art,  the  SF  is  an  unquestioned  suc- 
cess. Custom  styling  on  little  bikes  looks 
foolish.  On  big  bikes,  not  so,  logical  con- 
sidering where  the  look  came  from. 

Our  test  bike  came  in  Black  Gold,  the 
other  choice  for  this  model  being  red.  The 
paint  is  black  with  gold  flecks  and  all 
hands  agreed  that  the  paint,  the  lack  of 
stripes  and  decals  and  other  disguises  of 
the  stylist's  trade,  work.  Black,  chrome  and 
aluminum.  Enough  to  make  any  motorcy- 
cle enthusiast  stop  and  admire. 

What  this  treatment  also  does  is  alter  the 
Eleven's  ergonomics,  the  relationships  of 
controls,  the  posture  the  rider  can  or  must 
assume. 

The  bars  and  seat  prop  the  rider  up.  The 


Leading  axle  forks,  dual  disc  brakes  and 
cast  wheels  are  part  of  the  XS11  package. 


laid-back  stance  isn't  wrong.  There  is  a 
feeling  of  command,  even,  the  attitude  of 
the  man  at  the  helm,  in  control.  The  seat 
shape  works  if  that's  where  you  want  to  sit. 

Both  are  not  far  from  standard  touring 
and  our  resident  tourist  likes  the  SF  a  lot. 
Behind  a  windshield,  he  says,  the  upright 
rider  is  comfortable.  If  we'd  try  it  with  a 
fairing,  we'd  like  it.  And  .several  of  the  stafl' 
would  rather  have  their  feet  forward  and 
butts  planted  squarely  in  the  saddle. 

The  guys  who  ride  for  several  hours  at  a 
time,  on  bare  bikes  rather  than  behind 
fairings,  like  the  bars  least.  Even  those  who 
appreciate  the  style  of  the  SF  object  to 
styling  for  its  own  sake.  Handlebars  and 
other  controls  are  supposed  to  improve 
control  and  comfort,  they  say.  Motorcycles 
are  supposed  to  fit  people,  not  bend  the 
rider  into  a  shape  dictated  by  the  whim  of 
fashion.  The  sit-up-and-beg  posture  keeps 
you  hanging  on  against  the  wind  and  it's 
tiring. 

Finally,  there  are  those  who  plain  object 
to  anything  except  a  Harley  looking  like  a 
Harley;  like  Harleys  or  hate  'em,  it's  possi- 
ble to  admire  their  distinction  and  com- 
plain when  other  brands  infringe  on  the 
Harley  image. 

Serious  stuff.  The  emotional  content 
we'd  best  leave  alone.  Emotion  is  stronger 
than  rea.son  because  you  can't  argue  with 
it. 

Hence  the  double-entries  and  the  multi- 
ple division. 

Technically,  the  Yamaha  XSl  100  in  any 
form  is  a  fine  machine.  Beefy,  powerful, 
smooth  and  well  put  together.  In  F  or  SF 
versions,  the  Eleven  delivers  what  it  prom- 
ises. In  the  case  of  the  SF.  how  the  buyer 
feels  about  the  controls  and  positions  will 
depend  on  the  individual  and  can  be  de- 
cided by  riding  both  and  deciding  from 
there.  All  we  can  report  about  comfort  is. 
some  of  us  were  and  some  of  us  weren't. 
Whether  you'd  rather  have  the  bigger  tank 
or  the  teardrop  tank  depends  on  usage, 
another  personal  equation. 

For  the  rest,  if  you  like  Yamahas  to  look 
like  the  SF,  you'll  like  the  SF.  S 


Big  Four  is  as  large  as  it  looks.  Double 
backbone  frame  is  amply  braced.  Note 
curved  gusset  just  aft  of  the  steering  head. 


Air  caps  for  forks  are  beneath  th& 
mounts.  Instruments  include  a  fuel  wait 
light  and  are  round  for  the  Special,  whiK\ 
standared  XSn  has  square  faces  ae 
more  detailed  panel. 


Access  to  electrics  is  easy,  to  rear  ti 
cylinder  (below  electrics  and  behind 
frame  tubes)  not  so  easy.  Swing  arm  i 
ings  must  be  the  world's  largest.  ^ 


Damping  adjustment  is  at  top  of  shock  A 
Short  mufflers  make  it  easier  to  removes 
wheel. 
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YAMAHA  XSnOO  SPEGtAL 


SPECIFICATIONS 

price  $3699 

line   dohc  Four 

e  X  stroke  71.5  x  68.6mm 
:on  displacement  .  1 1 01  cc 
npression  ratio  9.2:1 

buretion  (4)  34mm 

Mikuni  CV 

filtration  dry  foam 

ition  battery  TCI, 

vacuum  advance 

imed  power  95  bhp 

@  8000  rpm 

imed  torque   66.5  ft. 

lb.  @  6500  rpm 
irication  system   wet  sump 

capacity  8.6  pt. 

I  capacity  4.0  gal. 

lommended  fuel  regular 

rter  electric 

srnator  12v325w 

idlight   55/60w  halogen 

tch  multi-disc  wet 

nary  drive   Hy-Vo  chain, 

gear 

i\  drive  drive  shaft, 

t>evel  gear 

ir  ratios,  overall:1 

5th  4.76 

4th  5.57 

3rd  6.94 

2nd   8.78 

1st  12.08 

ipension 

front  air  boost  forks 

travel   6.5  in. 

ipension 

rear  adjustable 
damping  swing  arm 

travel   3.25  in. 

i,  front   3.50H-19 

Bridgestone  Mag  Mopus 

i,  rear  130/90-16 

Bridgestone  Mag  Mopus 

ke,  front    dual  12  in.  discs 

ke,  rear  12  in.  disc 

al  brake  swept 
area  297  sq.  in. 

ke  loading  (160-lb. 
rider)  2.5  Ib./sq.in. 

eelbase  61  in. 

k  rake  angle  29.5° 

il  5.1  in. 

idlebar  width  29  in. 

it  height  32  in. 

it  width   11  In. 

tpeg  height  12  in. 

und  clearance  5.75  in. 

t  weight  (w/half- 

tank  fuel)  584  lb. 

ght  bias,  front/rear, 

percent  46.4/53.6 

ss  vehicle  weight 

rating  1090  lb. 

d  capacity   506  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph        3765  rpm 

Power/ weight  ratio  (160- 
lb.  rider)  7.83  Ib./bhp 

Fuel  consumption       40  mpg 

Speedometer  error: 
30  mph 

indicated         27  mph 
60  mph 
indicated         57  mph 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   43  tt. 

from  60  mph  146  ft. 

Standing  jtart  y4-mile  12.02 
sec.  @  113.63  mph 

Speed  after  Vi  mile    129  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   53  mph 

2nd  73  mph 

3rd  93  mph 

4th  116  mph 

5th  135  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30   1.59  sec. 

0-40   2.21  sec. 

0-50   2.94  sec. 

0-60   4. 10  sec. 

0-70   5.17  sec. 

0-80   6.25  sec. 

0-90   7.55  sec. 

0-100   9.16  sec. 
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Fresh  out  of  Europe's 
toughest  finishing  schools. 

The  1979  Honda  CB750F. 


e  looking  at  the  sleekly 
:ical  application  of  a  hard-won 
ation:  the  all-new  1979  Honda 
SOF. 

r  three  grueling  years  Honda's 
race  bikes  sped  through  road 
g's  most  demanding  school — 
iuropean  endurance  racing 
it.  Just  finishing  a  test  like  the 


renowned  24-hour  Bol  D'Or  race 
is  a  noteworthy  achievement.  But 
as  students  of  recent  European 
history  know  the  all-conquering 
RGBs  did  more  than  merely  finish. 
They  finished  at  the  head  of  the 
class — European  champions  in 
1976/77  and '78. 

RCB  Technology  For  The  Street. 

The  new  750F  wraps  the 
excitement  and  endurance  racing 
know-how  of  those  Bol  D'Or 
Hondas  in  snazzy  new  street 
clothes.  Taut.  Precise.  Totally  civi- 
lized—  but  far  from  docile.  A  heady 
new  experience  in  750  cc  sports 
motorcycling. 

The  new  F  engine  design  is  lifted 
almost  directly  from  the  RCB 
drawing  boards.  It's  got  the  same 
free-breathing  DOHC  four-valves- 
per-cylinder  layout  that  helped  the 
six-cylinder  Honda  CBX  win  its 


New  aircraft-Inspired  Instrumentation 
Includes  push-button  reset  trlpmeter 


awesome  reputation.  Four  30  mm 
CV  carbs  with  an  accelerator  pump 
give  you  eager  response  when  you 
crack  the  throttle,  and  the  new 
Pointless  Inductive  ignition  cuts 
maintenance  —  without  cutting 
zap  quotient. 
The  highly  efficient  four-into- 
two  exhaust  tucks  inside  the 
frame  rails,  to  maximize 


New  16-valve  cylinder  head  design 
refined  on  European  road-racing  circuits. 

cornering  clearance.  And  the 
lower  connecting  rod  bearings  are 
the  same  tough  racing  type  used 
in  the  RGBs. 

Feels  As  Good  As  It  Looks. 

The  '79  GB750F  story  doesn't 
end  with  its  dynamite  new  power- 
plant.  There's  a  new  double-cradle 
frame  that  puts  the  comfortably 
padded  saddle  closer  to  the  pave- 
ment. And  supple,  low-stiction 
front  forks  help  make  the  ride  as 
smooth  as  the  classy  new  styling. 

All-new  applies  to  the  details, 
too.  New  rectangular  turn  signals. 
New  anti-vibration  mirrors.  Aircraft- 
style  instrumentation.  And  a  big, 
bright  new  taillight. 

The  750F's  lights  come  on 
automatically,  to  help  make  you 
more  visible  to  surrounding  traffic. 
But  for  safe  riding,  it's  best  to  think 
of  yourself  as  invisible,  obey  all 
traffic  laws,  and  watch  out  for  the 
other  guy. 

The  all-new  GB750F  Not  many 
bikes  have  this  kind  of  education. 
RGB-GBX  sizzle.  Sophisticated  style. 
Bol  D'Or  spirit  for  the  discerning 
sports  rider 

And  you  don't  have  to  go  to 
Europe  to  get  it.  It's  as  close  as 
your  Honda  dealer  See  him  today. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection. 

For  free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
Dept.  CW29f;  Box  50,  Gardena,  CA  90247.  See  Yellow 
Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer  (c)  1979  AHM. 

coiNC  strong! 


Husqvarna  For  1979 

New  Frames,  Longer  Forks  and  Real  Airboxes 


Husqvarnas  have  always  been 
signed  for  the  purist;  the  guy  \ 
Jikes  to  buy  a  race  ready  or  end 
ready  or  play  ready  bike.  Every  year  Hi 
varna  tailors  or  refines  models  to  fulfill 
demands  of  the  motocrosser.  enduro  ri' 
and  desert  rider.  Many  experienced  f 
riders  also  find  a  Husky  fills  their  ne 
perfectly.  In  fact  Hu.sqvarna  is  a  maste 
giving  one  basic  motorcycle  several 
ferent  personalities.  They  build  man\ 
their  components  in  their  Swedish  fact 
but  they  aren't  too  proud  to  use  the  w( 
as  a  supermarket.  Their  Motoplat  igniti 
come  from  Spain.  Mikuni  carburet 
from  Japan,  pistons  from  Germany,  t 
from  Czechoslovakia  and  Sweden,  she 
from  England.  America  and  Sweden,  j 
wheel  rims  from  Norway. 

Husqvarna's  receptiveness  to  ri| 
wishes  and  the  company's  policyj 
quickly  employing  the  latest  compon* 
has  kept  sales  high  while  many  other  i.l 
pean  companies  wondered  what  liappe 
to  their  buyers.  Their  desire  to  offer  b 
that  require  little  or  no  modilicatioi 
further  emphasized  by  their  ofl'crings 
1979. 


CR250/390 

A  new.  heavily  triangulated  frame  U 
the  parade  for '79.  Made  from  hcat-tre 
chrome-moly  tubing,  it  sports  two  I 
backbone  tubes  and  makes  room  for  a 
airbox.  a  first  for  Husky.  The  supe 
designed  plastic  airbox  contains  a  f 
filter  with  55')e  more  filter  area  and  alio 
filter  change  in  less  than  10  sec. 
frame's  head  angle  has  been  steept 
again  and  now  measures  30.5^'  fhe 
diameter  chrome-moly  swing  arm 
the  same  but  has  been  widened  ' :  in 
front.  Suspension  travel  has  taken  a 
jump  and  measures  1 1 .8  in.  at  both  wh 
Forks  are  35mm  diameter.  Husqv 
made  leading-axle  units  with  springs 
air  caps  to  allow  adjustability.  Rcr 
reservoir  Ohlin  shocks  are  furnished 
have  new  softer  damping  and  spring  r 
The  motors  are  mostly  the  same  cxcep 
new  pipes  that  give  wider  powerbands 
new  transmi.ssion  ratios  for  the  390. 
wider  powerband  has  allowed  the  u; 
the  same  transmission  ratios  as  those 
on  the  OR  models.  The  CR250  keep 
same  ratios  as  last  year. 
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125CR 

le  125  Husky  engine  boasts  a  new 
der  for  1979.  and  the  little  6-speed  h 
ted  last  year's  250  frame  and  17 
ivheel.  Suspension  travel  measures 
;  both  wheels  and  the  wheel  base  has 
stretched  to  57.4  in.  A  new  pipe 
element  the  new  porting,  and  a  blue 
ank  lets  you  know  it's  different. 


OR250/390 

e  new  ORs  also  receive  the  latest 
e  and  I  I.S  in.  travel  forks.  Gas 
aed  Curnult  Shocks  arc  used  and 
de  1 1.0  in.  of  rear  wheel  travel.  A  3- 
;as  tank,  folding  shift  lever  and  Gun- 
jasser  throttle  mean  \ou  have  little  to 

A  new  double  walled  86db(A)  pipe 
>  the  ORs  olV-road  legal.  Like  all 
;ys.  a  good  side  stand  's  furnished,  a 
1  appreciated  item  when  it's  necessary 
)cn  a  gate  or  gel  otV  the  machine  for 

reason.  The  new  geometry  has 
rhed  the  wheelbase  to  58.5  in.  and  the 
height  to  38  in. 

:  were  highly  impressed  bv  our  1979 
:est  bike,  (see  Jan.  1979)  A  lour  bus 
In't  be  smoother  acro.ss  rough  terrain 
liorsepower  is  fantastic. 


WR250/390 

Rs  have  also  received  the  new  frame/ 
s.  arm  package  but  their  wheelbase  is 
er  (57.3  in.)  and  wheel  travel  is  9.5  in. 
th  ends.  The  shorter  travel  (compared 
e  CRs/ORs)  allows  quicker  turning 
le  woods  rider.  Shorter  forks  mean  the 
height  is  also  lower,  and  the  machine 
sier  to  wrestle  around  in  slower  sec- 
.  Husqvarna  built  forks  and  Ohiin 
ks  with  enduro  damping  give  a  plush, 
se  feel.  A  heavy  flywheel  and  wide 

transmission  let  it  act  like  a  tractor 
1  needed.  Standard  items  like  a  VDO 
Jometer.  side  stand,  enduro  lighting, 
aver  tires  and  spark  arrester  make  the 

almost  perfect.  Q 
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ntroducing  the 
Mew  &  Future  Classic. 

979  CB750K 

Limited  Edition. 

The  Superbike  Revolution. 
Honda  ignited  it  a  decade  ago 
with  the  introduction  of  the 
mighty  CB750K  — the  first 
of  the  modern  four-cylinder 
production  superbikes.  Now 
Honda  proudly  commemorates 
that  event  in  a  way  only  Honda 
can,  with  a  machine  of  classic 


beauty  and  futuristic  tech- 
nology—  the  Tenth  Anniver- 
sary CB750K  Limited  Edition. 

Honda  went  all  out  on  de- 
sign and  it  shows.  Sculpted 
tank  and  side  panel. 
Meticulously  executed  paint 
and  pinstriping.  Black  high- 
lighted ComStar™  wheels. 
Distinctive  and  comfortable 
stepped  seat.  Bright  chromed 
engine  parts.  On  looks  alone 
theCB750K  Limited  Edition 
has  reserved  a  place  in  the 
Motorcycle  Metropolitan 
Museum. 

But  bikes  don't  run  on  look 
and  even  though  it's  already  i 
classic  the  CB750K  Limited's 
museum  days  are  well  down 
the  road.  Because  on  the  roac 


?re  it  really  shines, 
masterpiece  Inside 
its  of  Honda's  newest 
Df-the-art  technology 
ly  of  Europe.  A  DOHC, 
:  16-valve  Four,  inspired 
>nda's  RCB  World 
pionship  endurance 
acers,  powers  the 
Y         While  a 
four  30 
carburetors 


with  an  accelerator 
pump  for  quick 
throttle  response 
feeds  the  fuel.  For 
firing,  Honda's  new 
Pointless  Inductive 
ignition  provides  the 
consistent  hot  sparks 
to  help  deliver  the 
Limited 's  stand-out 
performance. 

Now  step  back.  Picture 
yourself  on  the  Honda  Limited. 
Besides  it  looking  good -it  makes 
you  look  good.  Low  seat 
height.  Handlebars  positioned 
just  right.  Class, 

no  doubt  about  it.  But 
even  though 
you  look 
good,  make 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  For  free  brochure,  write  American 
Honda  Motor  Co ,  Inc..  Dept  CW29LTD.  Box  50. 
Gardena.  CA  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages  for 
nearest  Honda  dealer.  ©  1979  AHM 

HONDA. 

comrcsiKOMc/ 


sure  you  ride  safely — 
to  many  drivers  you're  still 
invisible. 

The  Tenth  Anniversary 
CB750K  Limited  Edition.  For  the 
true  superbike  enthusiast  it's  a 
once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity 
But  don't  miss  it.  See  your 
Honda  dealer  soon,  for  he's 
limited  to  just  a  few  Limiteds. 


1^ 


The 

be  surprised.  This  new  Toyota  truck  has  an  all-new  interior  that's  so  connfortable 
you'll  swear  you're  in  a  car  New  softer-riding  torsion  bar  front  suspension 
too.  The  new  Toyota  SR-5.  It's  the  truck  that  doesn't  ride  like  a  truck. 

Car  comfort.  More  connfort,  thanks  to  an  inte- 
rior that's  more  padded  and  upholstered  than 
before.  More  sound-deadening  insulation  too. 
SR-5  Sport  Trucks  also  include  wall-to-wall 
carpeting,  bucket  seats,  even  an  AM/FM 
radio  as  standard  equipment. 

Car  fun.  This  new  Toyota  truck  may  be  the  most  fun  car  you've  ever  owned 
by  a  gutsy  2.2  liter  overhead  cam  engine.  Shifted  by  a  sporty  5-speed  overdrive 
transmission.  Rides  on  steel  belted  radial  tires.  And  has  great  new  styling. 

Truck  tough.  One  thing  that  hasn't  changed  is  the  toughness.  This  new  Toyota 
truck— one  of  six— is  as  reliable  as  ever  With  fully  transistorized  ignition 
for  surer  starting.  Power  assisted  front  disc  brakes  for  surer  stopping. 
Extensive  anti-corrosion  protection.  And  a  cargo  bed  seven  feet  long. 
The  new  Toyota  SR-5  Long  Bed.  It's  more  than  your  next  truck 


EW  SR-5  LONG  BEdTO 


■  ©1978  Toyota  Motor  Sales.  U  S  A  rific" 


oporri/  louring  Sampifcr  ror.the 
iferm  Suzuki  GS550 


9^ 


i  hortiv  after  the  initial  report  on  our 
kCW'longterm  Suzuki  GS550.  a 
"  GS550  owner  called  to  swap  im- 
ions  and  tuning  tips.  Some  of  his 
iencc  paralleled  ours  (front  forks  are 
i>ft  for  spirited  riding)  and  some 
I  (he'd  removed  the  airbox  top:  on 
it  made  the  mixture  too  lean  at  full 
r)  and  we  enjoyed  the  conversation, 
iccially  a  suggestion.  Why  not.  he 
1.  do  a  series  of  tests,  complementary 
ations  of  add-on  parts  that  would 
together?  In.  say,  the  cafe  line? 
>()d  idea.  Cafe  equipment  is  based  on 
Jcrived  from  road  racing  equipment. 
;  of  the  items  offered  in  the  past  have 
too  extreme  for  the  highway,  as  in 
)ns.  and  some  have  been  more  for 
than  function,  witness  bikini  fairings 
only  for  keeping  bugs  off  your  belt 
c.  Even  so.  road  racers  know  how  to 
comfort  and  control  into  long  hours 
)rting  riding.  It  follows  that  a  sports/ 
ng  middleweight  like  the  GS550 

1  benefit  from  some  cafe-based 
ies. 

rs  did. 

JSTALL  SEMI-SPORTS 

:ING 

nslall  equipment  needs  little  intro- 
)n.  It's  an  English  firm,  famous  for 

2  wins  and  modifications  now  doing 


business  in  the  U.S.  as  an  add-on  sporting 
goods  store  with  exhaust  systems,  engine 
parts,  rearsets  and  a  complete  line  of  fair- 
ings. 

The  fairings  have  been  of  considerable 
interest.  We've  been  fitting  every  likely 
example  we  can  find,  working  toward  a 
sports  fairing  that  offers  good  looks,  light 
weight  and  some  wind  and  weather  protec- 
tion. The  handlebar  Laminar  Sport  fairing 
shown  in  the  September  i.ssue  was  a  good 
example:  close,  but  not  yet  perfect. 

Dunstall's  Semi-Sports  is  a  frame 
mount,  with  a  race  style  front,  headlight 
and  two  permanent  lower  panels  that 
shield  the  upper  legs  without  quite  being 
lowers  in  the  touring  sense.  The  wind- 
screen is  tightly  curved  and  notched,  just 
like  GP  bikes  have. 

Installation  went  smoothly.  The  head- 
light and  shell  come  off.  along  with  the 
shell  mounting  pieces  and  the  front  turn 
signals.  An  upper  bracket  clamps  to  the 
front  of  the  steering  head.  A  lower  bracket, 
with  sub-bracket  for  the  signal  stalks,  goes 
on  the  front  downlubes.  Not  only  were  all 
the  pieces  in  the  sack,  they  all  fitted  the 
first  time.  And  by  luck  the  lower  hardware 
didn't  interfere  with  the  Lockhart  oil 
cooler  installed  on  the  550. 

The  fairing  itself  bolts  to  a  T-shaped  bar 
atop  the  top  bracket,  just  in  front  of  the 
bars.  The  side  panels  bolt  to  the  lower 


brackets,  all  three  mounts  being  cushioned 
with  rubber  biscuits.  A  new  shell  goes 
inside  the  fairing,  the  stock  headlight  bulb 
fastens  to  the  shell,  you  plug  the  w  ires  back 
in  and  it's  done. 

In  this  case,  not  quite.  The  Dunstali 
fairing  is  designed  to  lit  a  variety  of  bikes, 
with  hardware  for  each  model.  The  design 
calls  for  retention  of  the  stock  bars.  Cur- 
rent Suzukis,  though,  use  high  bars  and 
because  we  never  have  liked  the  stock  bars 
much  and  wanted  to  experiment  there,  we 
swapped  the  GS  bars  for  bars  off  a  Ka- 
wasaki KZ750.  They  have  less  bend  and 
are  an  inch  lower.  Didn't  quite  work.  The 
bars  shown  are  still  a  bit  high  and  the 
righthand  mirror  bumps  the  screen  before 
full  lock.  On  the  left,  a  lock  restrictor  was 
supplied  with  the  Dunstali  kit.  The  mirror 
doesn't  hit.  We  have  lost  some  steering 
lock  on  both  sides,  and  that  gave  us  a 
couple  dodgy  moments  in  the  parking  lot 
until  the  GS  riders  got  used  to  the  change. 
You  can  still  get  in  and  out  of  the  garage.  It 
just  takes  planning. 

The  finish  on  the  plastic  sections  and  the 
hardware  was  excellent,  although  the  black 
paint  goes  a  bit  grey  when  polished.  The 
black  doesn't  match  the  dark  maroon  of 
tank  and  bodywork  but  the  colors  are  close 
enough  to  allow  the  fairing  to  look  like 
part  of  the  machine,  rather  than  something 
bolted  on  later.  > 
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Polished  Chrome 
{Shocks  &  SpHiigs 


Trickit® 
•  Shocks  &  Springs 
m,'      '69.95  pair 


REMARKABLE  VALVE 

Now  you  can  buy  TRICKIT*  Suspension 
Systems  proven  GP  street  performance  shock 
absorbers  and  springs  for  just  $69.95  a  pair  in 
beautiful  polished  chrome  or  $59.95  a  pair  In 
lusterous  black  finish.  There  are  no  finer  shocks 
available  at  any  price.  Buy  direct  and  save.  Call 
toll  free,  give  our  order  desk  year,  make  and 
model  of  your  motorcycle  and  specify  credit 
card  —  Visa,  Mastercharge,  American  Express 
...  or  COO.  Price  Includes  the  shipping  charges 
to  your  door.  Guaranteed  to  satisfy! 

PERFORMANCE 

The  TRICKIT*  GP  shock  absorber  system  pro- 
vides . . .  SAFETY:  helps  keep  tires  on  the  pave- 
ment for  bettertractlon,  more  responsive  braking 
and  better  overall  control.  ECONOMY:  lower 
maintenance  on  suspension  parts,  reduces 
uneven  tire  wear,  maximizes  tire  life  and  helps 
maintain  wheel  balance.  COMFORT:  delivers 
smooth  ride,  reducing  bounce  and  vibration. 
Rider  and  passenger  ride  in  comfort. 

QUAUrr  ENGINEfKED 

TRICKIT*  GP  shock  absorbers  are  engineered 
to  F>erfection  and  have  a  host  of  outstanding 
design  features.  Here's  why  TRICKIT*  shocks 
ride  smoother,  last  longer: 

#1  Full  Piston  OI«plac«tn«nt  .  .  .  this  unique 
design  allows  more  efficient  use  of  the  working 
area  of  the  piston.  Greater  loads  can  be  handled 
with  much  lower  internal  pressure  and  lower 
operating  temperatures  for  greater  durability 
and  less  chance  of  oil  leakage,  foaming  and 
shock  fade. 

#2  O-RIng  Platen  8«al  ...  the  0-rlng  feature 
reduces  metal  to  metal  friction  and  provides  a 
positive  seal  between  the  piston  and  cylinder 
bore,  preventing  leakage  past  the  piston  and 
forcing  fluid  through  the  valving.  This  minimizes 
the  effects  of  temperature  and  cylinder  toler- 
ance variations  and  helps  deliver  maximum 
shock  damping  action  under  the  toughest 
riding  conditions. 

#3  100^  Coll-sprIng  Valving  ...  all  worxing 
valves  within  the  shock  are  coil-spring  con- 
trolled. Coil  springs  defy  metal  fatigue  and 
retain  their  strength  throughout  the  life  of  the 
shock  absorber. 

#4  Spring-load«d,  Multl-llp  Shaft  S«al  ...  an 

important  feature  that  adds  directly  to  the  long 
life  of  the  shock  absort)er.  The  multi-lip  seal 
keeps  oil  In  and  dirt  out  of  the  shock  cylinder. 
The  coil  spring  forces  the  seal  up  tight  against 
the  shaft  and  compensates  for  wear  while  giving 
the  tightest  possible  seal  against  fluid  leakage. 
#5  Hydraulic  Rebound  Slop  .  .  .  oil-flow  cutoff 
prevents  shock  absorbers  from  "topping  out" 
on  extension  stroke.  Eliminates  metal  to  metal 
contact  and  prevents  shock  damage.  Provides 
smooth,  quiet  absorption  of  sudden  rebound 
impact. 


#6  All-weather  Fluid  . . .  the  product  of  exhaus- 
tive research,  it  retains  its  efficiency  at  all 
extremes  of  temperature.  Resists  thickening  in 
extreme  cold  and  thinning  out  under  intense 
heat. 

#7  Chrome-plated,  Induction-hardened  Shaft . . . 

protects  the  shaft  from  road  debris  and  reduces 
pitting  and  corrosion  damage.  Extends  the  life 
of  the  shock  absorber. 

#8  Independent  Replenishing  Valve  .  .  .  instant 
response  to  rebound  for  better  control  and 
greater  comfort.  Reduces  damaging  heat  build- 
up for  longer  shock  life. 
#9  Springs  .  .  .  the  shock  absorber  springs  are 
coiled  from  high  tensile  strength  chrome  silicon 
wire  for  the  lowest  possible  stress  levels  during 
use.  This  superior  quality  wire  assures  you  of 
extremely  long  spring  life  and  virtually  elimi- 
nates the  problem  of  spring  sacking. 

MAGAZUVES  ACiREE 

Many  leading  motorcycle  magazines  have  test- 
ed and  reviewed  the  TRICKIT*  GP  shock 
absorbers  and  springs  and  have  awarded  high 
marks  .  .  .  magazines  such  as  RIDER,  CYCLE 
GUIDE,  MOTORCYCLIST,  ROAD  RIDER.  The 
consensus  from  the  magazine  test  riders  was 
the  same  in  every  case  —  a  top  quality,  long- 
lasting,  performance  shock  and  spring  for  a 
very  reasonable  price.  Here  are  a  couple  of 
examples  of  what  they  had  to  say: 
CYCLE  GUIDE,  MAY,  1978  —  "GP  shocks  and 
springs  provided  can't  bust  'em  performance  for 
the  last  10,500  miles."  The  test  was  a  long  term 
15,000  mile  evaluation  of  the  GS750  Suzuki. 
ROAD  RIDER,  APRIL,  1978  —  "The  Number  1 
(TRICKIT*  GP)  shocks  lived  up  to  their  name 
in  an  impressive  manner.  They  are  definitely 
worthy  of  consideration  when  it  comes  time 
for  a  change."  This  test  was  a  6,000  mile  hard 
riding  tour  test  on  a  Honda  CB750K.  The  shocks 
were  compared  to  new  factory  units  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  6,000  miles  on  a  shock  test  dyna- 
mometer. Again  from  ROAD  RIDER: "...  both 
shocks  were  well  within  Gabriel's  manufac- 
turing tolerances  and  —  in  terms  of  allowable 
specifications  —  could  have  been  sold  as 
new  units." 

There's  more  but  why  not  call  and  order  a  pair 
for  your  motorcycle  today.  See  for  yourself  the 
quality  and  performance  available  at  this  infla- 
tion fighting  price. 

TEN  DAT  TRIAL 

What  is  even  more  impressive,  buying  by  mail, 
you  can  prove  what  we  say  is  true  to  your  own 
satisfaction  without  risking  one  cent.  You  have 
ten  days  to  put  the  TRICKIT*  GP  shocks  and 
springs  to  the  test  —  to  confirm  they  perform 
and  they  are  sharp  in  appearance.  Satisfy  your- 
self. Compare  with  any  shock  and  spring  of  this 
type  at  any  price.  If  the  value  is  not  as  great  as 
we  say,  if  they  do  not  win  your  pleasure  and 


satisfaction,  send  them  back  for  a  complet 
refund. 

OIVE  TEAR  ICARRANTr 

Your  TRICKIT*  GP  shocks  and  springs  com 
with  a  one  year  limited  warranty  to  the  origins 
purchaser.  Remember,  though,  the  qualit 
engineered  TRICKIT*  GP  shocks  and  spring 
assure  you  of  thousands  of  miles  of  trouble 
free  performance. 

POLISHED  CHROME  OR  BLACK 

So  order  your  TRICKIT*  GP  shocks  and  spring 
today.  The  price,  including  all  shipping  an 
handling  charges  and  insurance,  is  just  $69.9 
a  pair  for  polished  chrome  or  $59.95  a  pair  i 
lusterous  black  finish.  There's  a  pair  waitin 
for  your  BMW,  Honda,  Kawasaki,  Moto  Guzz 
Norton,  Triumph,  Suzuki,  Yamaha,  etc  ,  read 
to  make  it  handle  superbly  and  look  grea 
Order  now! 

CALL  TOLL  FREE 

800-423-4822 

(In  California,  Hawaii  &  Alaska  213-287-9738 

GIVE  THE  ORDER  DESK  YEAR,  MAKE  I 
MODEL  OF  YOUR  MOTORCYCLE.  SPECIF' 
CREDIT  CARD  —  VISA,  MASTERCHARGE 
AMERICAN  EXPRESS. 


Give  the  card  number,  expiration  date  and  yoi 
name  and  shipping  address.  Within  24  houi 
your  shocks  will  be  on  the  way.  Remember  th 
price  includes  all  shipping  and  handlin 
charges.  You  may  also  call  toll  free  800-423-482 
to  order  COD  —  or  send  check  or  money  ord< 
by  mail.  Be  sure  to  specify  year,  make  an 
model.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  ta: 


TRICKIT  SUSPENSION  SYSTEMS 
DEPT. 

4931  N.  ENCINITA  AVENUE 
TEMPLE  CITY,  CA  91780 

Number  1  Products  Inc. 
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ig  mounts  to  th)is  bracket,  which  clamps 
the  steering  head. 

appearance,  the  Dunstall  gets  10  out 
).  Super  Fast  when  sitting  still  and  all 

sort  of  thing,  just  the  look  a  sports 
:r  should  have. 

function.  7  out  of  10.  The  competition 
screen  is  a  fevs  inches  too  low  to 
ect  the  rider's  face.  Headwinds  are  less 
er.  but  they  can  be  felt.  Ditto  bugs  and 


Dunstall  fairing  is  sleek  and  racey,  and  maybe  just  a  bit  lower  than  would  be  best  for  touring. 


gravel  from  dump  trucks.  Dunstall  offers  a 
taller  screen  but  it's  nearly  straight  up  and 
down  and  looks,  we  think,  dull.  Out- 
moded. A  screen  with  a  general  curve  like 
the  one  shown,  but  higher  and  with  per- 
haps a  reverse  lip  at  the  top.  would  be 
better.  Or  we  may  install  a  spacer  for  the 
top  bracket  and  raise  the  entire  fairing. 


Meanwhile,  the  Dunstall's  looks  and 
function  are  good  enough  that  this  unit 
will  stay  in  place  until  the  full  test  is 
completed. 

Retail  price  is  $167.50.  Write  to  Dun- 
stall. 27402  Camino  Capistrano.  Ste.  206. 
Laguna  Niguel.  Calif  92677.  for  a  dealer 
near  you. 


peg  includes  new  shift  linkage  and  Helm  joints.  Peg  and  lever 
bolt  to  stock  mounts  without  changes. 


Right  peg  has  new  brake  lever,  so  leverage  isn't  changed. 
Ontario  pegs  fold  and  are  positioned  above  and  behind  the 
stock  ones. 


TARIO  MOTO  TECH  CORP. 
VRSETS 

^e  are  a  straight  racing  item,  from  a 
pany  founded  by  Kazuo  Yoshima. 
Jer  of  incredibly-quick  500cc  CB400F 
da.";  and  other  road  racers. 
o\ing  the  pegs  back  is  a  standard 
ig  modification.  Most  pegs  are  posi- 
ted so  the  rider  feels  comfortable  sitting 
;hc  way  one  does  on  a  ride  around  the 
k.  or  behind  high  bars.  At  speed, 
igh.  or  with  lower  bars  the  rider 
ches  forward  and  the  stock  pegs  cramp 
egs.  whether  on  the  track  or  an  all-day 


These  rearsets  are  a  complete  package: 
machined  aluminum  brackets,  folding 
pegs  with  rubber  boots,  a  new  and  shorter 
brake  lever  and  a  shorter  shift  lever  with 
Heim  joints  and  adjustable  linkage. 

All  the  pieces  are  nicely  made.  Perhaps 
because  the  set  shown  was  a  prototype, 
loaned  by  Yoshima  because  we  asked  for 
them,  the  inner  portions  of  the  legs  needed 
to  be  trimmed  and  the  stock  bolts  replaced 
with  shorter  ones  before  the  brackets  were 
snug  on  their  mounting  points. 

And  because  these  were  intended  for 
racing,  that  is.  to  improve  ground  clearance 
as  well  as  posture,  they  are  one  inch  rear- 
ward of  slock  and  one  inch  higher. 


Since  the  installation,  the  GS550  has  been 
on  several  two-day  trips.  1000  miles  or 
more  each  time.  The  rearsets  are  a  benefit. 
They  do  allow  straighter  legs  and  better 
balance.  When  this  bike  was  ridden  on  the 
racetrack  for  the  oil  cooler  project  (see  our 
December  issue  for  details),  we  couldn't 
ground  the  pegs.  They  work  on  the  track 
without  flaw.  For  the  road,  if  they  were  ours 
we'd  redrill  the  brackets  and  see  if  the  pegs 
could  be  another  inch  lower.  Either  way. 
we  like  the  rearsets  better  than  the  stock 
pegs. 

The  retail  price  is  $75.  from  Ontario 
Moto  Tech.  Corp..  6850  Vineland  Ave.. 
Unit  16.  North  Hollywood.  CA  91605.  > 
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Kirker  pipe  improves  performance  and  allows  use  of  both  stands  and  the  oil  filter  The  pipe  will  drag  on  hard  turns  and  we  didn 't  much  //^« 
the  hanging  strap  from  the  shock  mount. 


KERKER  EXHAUST 

Progress  rears  its  head  in  odd  places.  In 
the  previous  chapter  the  GS550  had  been 
fitted  with  an  RC  collector  system.  Bolted 
right  on,  didn't  need  rejetting.  improved 
the  useful  power  and  was  a  bit  louder  than 
some  of  the  sialT  cared  for.  Further,  there 
are  some  states  which  prohibit  exhaust 
notes  louder  than  stock,  not  to  mention  the 
social  issue. 

Kerker.  which  has  earned  a  good  reputa- 
tion in  racing,  has  come  up  with  an  answer 
in  the  form  of  exhaust  systems  that  meet 
legal  restrictions  and.  they  claimed,  im- 
prove performance  without  requiring  carb 
changes,  a  vital  point  now  that  motorcycles 
must  be  certified  for  emissions  and  carbs 
are  not  supposed  to  be  fiddled  with.  (Al- 
though in  some  stales  the  owner  is  allowed 
to  make  his  own  adjustments.) 

Worth  trying.  The  Kerker  system  is  basi- 
cally like  most  such  equipment  on  the 
market,  with  four  primary  pipes  of  a 
length  (26  in.  in  this  case)  matched  to  the 
engine's  power  peak,  a  collector  and  a 
single  muffler.  On  the  Kerker,  pipes  and 
collector  are  welded  together.  The  muffler 
slips  onto  the  exit  pipe  and  is  clamped,  and 


the  muffler  contains  a  replaceable  core. 

That's  the  prime  scllinu  point.  The  Ker- 
ker .system  comes  with  a  choice  of  three 
cores.  There's  the  Standard,  which  at  this 
writing  is  sold  for  competition  u.se  only: 
the  DBA.  legal  for  road  use  through  1980. 
and  the  DBA-E.  the  E  standing  for  emis- 
sions and  signifying  that  the  system  can 
legally  be  used  under  the  proposed  emis- 
sions standards  for  1982.  The  last  two  cores 
are  built  w  ith  packing  that's  certified  not  to 
deteriorate,  which  a  muffler  cannot  do  if 
it's  to  meet  the  new  rules. 

It  was  a  convincing  test. The  Kerker  bolt- 
ed to  the  GS  in  half  an  hour.  No  problems 
with  stands  or  oil  filter  or  the  oil  cooler  or 
the  fairing.  The  mulfler-to-collector  clamp 
looks  a  bit  bulky,  we  don't  much  like  the 
rear  mounting  strap  hanging  down  from 
the  upper  right  shock  mount,  and  the 
muffler  drags  enough  to  threaten  lifting 
the  rear  wheel  off  the  ground— with  dis- 
turbing slides  the  result— when  the  bike  is 
thrown  into  hard  righthanders  at  speed. 

Main  thing  is.  the  Kerker  works.  With 
9.000  miles  on  the  GS550.  dragstrip  time 
with  the  Kerker  was  13.40  .sec.  at  96.98 
mph.  an  improvement  of  half  a  second 
over  stock.  (We  can't  compare  the  stock 


.sy.stem  w  iih  9.000  miles  to  the  R(  beca 
the  pieces  disappeared  into  the  jimgle 
call  our  shop.) 

Curiously,  the  quietest  Kerker.  the  Dl 
E  model,  produced  the  best  quarter  n 
times  and  the  highest  top  speed.  Kei| 
representatives  explained  that  differ 
carb  jetting  would  improve  times  w  ith 
less  restrictive  cores  but  that  would 
tampering  as  defined  by  The  Govt.  For 
record,  the  standard  Kerker  was  nearl; 
quick  with  13.43  sec.  at  96.98  mph. 
EPA  Kerker  time  was  13.44  sec.  at  9' 
mph  and  the  racing  baffle  yielded  a  tim 
13.57  sec.  at  95.84  mph.  the  result 
incorrect  jetting  with  the  low-restric 
core. 

Our  version  of  the  standard  noise 
showed  sound  level  readings  of  S4  dE 
w  ith  the  certified  core,  or  as  close  to  si 
as  our  test  can  come.  No  rejetting 
needed. 

Best  of  all.  the  Kerker  sounds  gi 
Quiet  in  traffic,  sporting  when  desi 
Sort  of  like  fighting  City  Hall,  and  \ 
ning.  w  hile  City  Halls  root  for  you. 

From  Kerker  dealers.  $173.45. 
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e  send  me  the  following 

lems: 

(ify  PE175_  or  250  ) 

!!ISSIS 

;iyaba  forks  ®  $399.00 
-  fork  caps  0  $16.00 
uminum  swing  arm 
3$159.50 

;o20  Chain/sprocket 
I  (175  only)  $65.50 
""  DID  rinn  @  $42.00 

DID  rim  @  $42.00 
'I"  DID  rim  (not 
Down)  @  $47.00 
f  t(s)  8-gauge 
>okes  'a  $23.CX) 
""  Dunlop  K190  tire 
60x18  $41.00 
50x18  6-ply  :(t,  $46.50 

Dunlop  300x21 
390  tire  @  $32.50 
'i"  Yokahama  tire 
(bt  shown)  @  $32.00 


ENGINE 

9_19  fin  head 

(175  only)  @  $64.50 

10  DG  cylinder  porting 
@  $95.00 

(call  or  write  for  details) 

1 1  _  36mm  Mikuni  carburetor 

(175  only)  @  $61.50 
_38mm  Mikuni  carburetor 
(250  only)  @  $63.50 

12  _  6-petal  reed  ®  §59.50 

13  _  Expansion  chamber 

(175  only)  @  $85.00 
_  (250  only)  mi  $89.00 

ACCESSORIES 

14  _  Dehandler  lever 

set  @  $9.00 

1 5  _  Tank  decal  set  <w  $6.00 
_  FIM  side  panels 

(not  shown)  @  $19.50 
_  Works  Suzuki  bend 
Chromaloy  bars 
(not  shown)  @  $24.50 


APPAREL 

16  _  Bectro  Pro  Series 
Helmet  @  $79.50 
(specify  size  ) 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21  _ 


22 


JT  Team  peaks®  $4.00 

(specify  yell  /white  , 

blue/white  or 

red/white  L) 

JT  gloves  ®  $25.00 


(specify  sizes . 


-) 


DG  unvented  jersey 

@  $20.50  (specify size  ) 

JT  Enduro  jacket  @  $95.00 

(specify  blue/yell  ,  or 

red/yelL )  (specify  size  ) 

JT  Unleathers  @  $95.00 
(specify  blue/yell  red/ 

yell  ,  or  Team  Suzuki__) 

(specify  sizes  ) 

-  JT  boots  @  $94.50 

(specify  size  ) 

and  color:  blue/ yell  , 

red/yell  ,  or  black/yell  


V/SA 


DG  Performance 
Specialties,  Inc. 
1170  Van  Home, 
Anaheim,  CA  92806 
714-630-5471 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  $  

(California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax) 

Charge  my  □  Mastercharge  □  Visa 


Card  #- 


-Exp.  Date- 


Name- 


Address- 


City- 


.StateL 


Zipu 


Signature- 


Offer  valid  for  continental  USA  only.  Freight  includedb 
Sorry,  no  COD. 

PERFORMANCE  SPECIALTIES woi 

Copyiightod  ir  atonal 


liJ7S  Hxms-AMA  Series 


Bob  Hannah  Wins  It  For  America 


In  one  sense.  1978  ended  the  Trans- 
AMA  Series,  a  confrontation  which  be- 
gan back  in  1970.  when  motocross  was 
still  at  its  infancy.  That  was  before  anyone 
even  dreamed  of  putting  motocross  into 
stadiums,  away  from  the  original  natural- 
terrain  courses  of  Europe.  The  Trans- 
AMA  Series  was  conceived  as  a  series  of 
match  races  held  acro.ss  the  United  States, 
between  the  European  masters  who  domi- 
nated the  sport  and  the  young  Americans 
who  could  only  hope  to  someday  match 
the  ability  of  the  Continental  stars  on  an 
exotic  motocross  machine. 

Bob  Hannah  used  his  425cc  Yamaha 
OW-39B  works  racer  to  become  the  first 
American  ever  to  win  the  Trans-AMA 
Series.  Americans  had  fought  nine  years 
for  the  title;  something  Hannah  himself 
had  sought  for  some  three  years. 

But  in  winning  the  Trans-AMA  Series. 
Hannah  also  heralded  the  series'  death  as  a 
confrontation  between  the  best  Europeans 
and  Americans.  Over  the  years  the  Ameri- 
cans have  steadily  increased  in  skill,  and 
with  the  States  becoming  the  home  of 
major  factory  teams,  it  wasn't  long  before 
the  majority  of  American  riders  were 
faster  than  the  majority  of  Europeans.  By 
1974  the  better  foreign  riders  found  it  was 
almost  impossible— due  to  larger  fields  of 
better  Americans— to  earn  money  to  make 
a  trip  Stateside  worthwhile. 

Only  three  foreign  riders  entered  the 
1978  Series,  not  because  they  wanted  to. 
but  because  they  were  forced  to  by  factory 

132/CYCLE  WORLD 


by  Jim  Gianatsis 

contracts.  The  fact  that  it  took  an  Ameri- 
can like  Bob  Hannah  .so  long  to  finally  beat 
the  Europeans  for  the  Trans-AMA  title 
had  something  to  do  with  the  fact  that  one 
of  the  lingering  old  world  masters  was 
Roger  DeCoster. 

Five-time  500cc  World  Champion  and 
winner  of  the  Trans-AMA  Series  for  the 
previous  four  years.  DeCoster  did  not  want 
to  return  to  America  to  race  in  1978.  It  had 
been  a  ditticult  year  for  him.  A  practice 
accident  at  the  first  part  of  the  season 
ruptured  DeCoster's  spleen  and  nearly 
cost  him  his  life.  His  return  to  racing  was 
made  possible  by  hard  work  and  training. 
The  time  needed  for  recovery  would  nor- 
mally have  been  spent  developing  the 
coming  sea.son's  machine.  As  a  result.  De- 
Coster went  into  the  World  Champion- 
ships with  a  bike  that  he  felt  wasn't  as  good 
as  his  competition's.  Troubles  plagued  De- 
Coster all  year  and  he  finished  a  distant 
third  overall  in  the  500cc  standings  behind 
Heikki  Mikkola  and  America's  Brad 
Lackey. 

DeCoster  planned  to  u.se  the  fall  of  1978 
to  test  new  bike  designs  and  prepare  him- 
self for  1979.  Suzuki  though,  wanted 
Roger  to  return  to  defend  his  title  in  the 
Trans-AMA  Series  and  left  him  without  a 
choice  in  the  matter 

It  wasn't  a  surprise  when  the  seven-race 
Trans-AMA  Series  kicked  off  and  DeCos- 
ter—racing  against  his  will— wasn't  leading 
the  pack  to  the  checkered  flag  every  moto. 
Instead,  the  leader  was  Bob  Hannah, 


America's  fastest  resident  motocro 
winner  of  everything  from  Natii 
Championships  to  Supercross  Serie* 

1977  Hannah  had  actually  posted  r 
moto  wins  than  DeCoster.  but  two  br 
downs  along  the  way  for  Hannah  allc 
DeCoster  to  accumulate  more  total  pi 
and  retain  his  title. 

The  only  time  Hannah  was  beat^ 

1978  was  when  he  did  .something  wi 
The  first  time  that  happened  was  at 
adilla.  DeCoster's  favorite  course  in  A 
ica  becau.se  of  its  tough  natural  lerrair 
steep  hills.  Hannah  beat  DeCoster  ii 
first  moto  and  attempted  to  pass  him  s 
in  the  second  moto  for  the  overall 
going  in  wide  and  squaring  off  the  tii 
front  of  DeCoster.  The  two  collided 
went  down,  but  while  Hannah  wa 
with  a  damaged  bike.  DeCoster  was  a 
remount  quickly  enough  to  save  his  o' 
win.  Unadilla  seemed  to  be  DeCo 
only  good  ride  in  the  Series  and  after\ 
he  settled  down  to  testing  prototype  e^ 
ment  on  his  Suzuki  RN420  works  bi 

Hannah's  only  other  real  defeat 
Series  came  at  Cycle  World  in  Mi> 
where  he  found  himself  engaged 
opening  moto  battle  with  Honda's  ^ 
Tripes.  Throughout  the  year  Tripes 
proven  himself  to  be  as  quick  as  Hanr 
times,  but  usually  lacked  the  incent 
show  his  potential.  After  trading  the 
with  Tripes  a  number  of  times  the 
finally  ended  in  the  closing  laps 
Hannah's  front  brake  cable  adjuster 

Photos  by  Jim  Gi 


Cr 


taten  won  overall  in  Texas.  His  Trans-AMA  performances 
d  him  a  ride  with  Team  Yamaha  for  1979 


Besides  DeCoster.  Marty  Tripes  (27)  proved  to  be  the  only  other 
rider  capable  of  beating  Hannah  on  a  good  day  Those  days  were 
few  and  far  between 


Chuck  Sun  s  Husqvarna 's  throttle  stuck  open  in  Texas,  he  sailed  out  of  control  and  hit  a  massive  oak  tree.  Leg  injuries  suffered  in  the 
put  Sun  out  of  action  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 


.  Hannah  tired  of  trying  to  keep  up 
Tripes  without  a  working  front  brake, 
ame  back  in  the  second  moto  to  win 

and  claim  another  overall  victory  as 
s  coasted  around  back  in  the  pack. 
>ing  into  the  sixth  race  of  the  Series  at 

Whitney.  Texas.  Hannah  had  the 
s  nearly  in  the  bag  with  a  huge  points 
over  DeCoster.  who  held  down  a 
It  second  place.  When  Roger  injured 


his  leg  in  a  first  moto  crash  and  retired 
from  the  race,  any  theoretical  chance  of 
catching  Hannah  was  gone.  The  kid  had 
clinched  the  championship. 

Ironically.  Hannah  also  suffered  a  first 
moto  crash  in  Texas  that  left  him  finishing 
in  seventh  place.  He  came  back  to  win  the 
second  moto  of  the  day.  but  the  overall  w  in 
went  to  his  new  teammate.  "Rocket"  Rex 
Staten.  Then  in  the  final  race  of  the  Series 


at  Sears  Point.  California,  Hannah  was 
injured  when  his  bike  fell  on  him  while 
negotiating  a  tricky  off-camber  turn  just 
after  the  start  of  the  opening  moto.  He 
retired  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  the 
Tran.s-AMA  Championship  already  sewn 
up. 

The  Sears  Point  overall  winner  was 
Maico  rider  Darrell  Shultz  from  nearby 
l  oniinued  on  pa^e  150 


i  on  sheer  numbers  at  entries,  Team  Honda  should  have  swept  the  series.  But  in  spite  of  entering  six  factory  riders.  Honda 
to  score  a  single  Open  class  overall  win. 


FEBRUARY  1979/133 


Seeking  Pawemeiwt  Thrills 
On  a  Budget 

Box  Stock  Rood  Racing  Delivers  High  Thrills  Per  Dollar       by  John  Ulrich 


W1  e  meet  them  every  time  we  set 
up  a  photo  shoot  on  a  winding 
road.  They  see  the  camera,  the 
photographer,  the  bike,  the  rider.  They're 
street  racers,  canyon  flyers,  kids  and  not- 
so-kids  with  street  bikes  set  up  as  ersatz 
road  racers,  with  rearsets  and  clubman 
bars  and  half  fairings  and  everything  in 
between.  Some  imitate  form,  but  forget 
function,  like  the  teenager  with  tucked-in- 
for-ground-clearance  pipes  on  his  RD4(X), 
the  stock  footpeg  mounts  looping  out  any- 
way. 

The  conversations  run  the  same  every 
time,  They  tell  us  about  the  time  they  and 
so-and-so  really  had  a  great  race  down  the 
canyon.  We  tell  them  it  doesn't  mean  a 
thing,  that  street  racing  is  99  percent  mad- 
ness and  1  pea-ent  skill  and  machinery, 
that  the  place  to  really  find  out  how  good 
you  are  is  the  racetrack. 

There  are  problems.  New  leather  racing 
suits  cost  a  lot  of  money.  Not  everybody 
has  the  cash  for  extensive  performance 
modifications  and  racing  tires.  The  bike  a 
person  owns  may  not  be  the  motorcycle 
dominating  the  applicable  class. 

But  there  are  solutions  as  well.  ABC 
Leathers  (9802  S.  Atlantic  Ave..  Southgate. 
Calif.  90280)  sells  a  basic  custom-fitted 
AMA-approved  Dupont  Cordura  nylon 
road  racing  suit  for  $150  (compared  to 
$215  for  an  unlined  ABC  leather  suit). 
Luja  Enterprises  (850  E.  San  Carlos  Ave.. 
San  Carlos.  Calif.  94070)  retails  Cordura 
suits  complete  with  padding  and  colored 
strips  for  about  $150.  Many  leather  repair 
shops,  such  as  Rister  Leather  Works  (134 
Second  St..  Upland.  Calif.  91786)  typically 
sell  used  leather  road  racing  suits  for  $35  to 
S90. 


Ttie  view  from  the  saddle  Clubman  bars  are 
carefully  positioned  to  allow  thumb  clear- 
ance between  bar  and  tank  at  full  lock. 

And  there  are  classes  for  riders  who 
either  don't  want  to  spend  or  don't  have— 
the  money  for  hopping  up  their  street  bike 
and  fitting  wider  rims  and  slicks  and  dou- 
ble discs  and  on  and  on.  In  California,  they 
call  it  Box  Stock,  although  the  class  is 
actually  clo.ser  to  what  organizations  in 
other  states  call  Production.  According  to 
the  rules  used  by  both  the  American 
Federation  of  Motorcyclists  (AKM)  and 
the  American  Road  Racing  Association 
(ARRA).  Box  Stock  racebikes  can  be  fitted 
with  accessory  shocks,  different  han- 
dlebars (as  long  as  they  use  the  stock 
mounts)  and  any  DOT-approved  street 
tires.  Gearing  changes  are  allowed.  Mir- 
rors, stands  and  turn  signals  must  be  re- 
moved and  oil  drain  plugs  must  be  safety- 
wired.  No  engine  modifications  arc  al- 
lowed. The  stock  airbox.  air  filter  and 
exhaust  system  must  be  used.  Footpegs 
may  be  modified  to  fold,  but  must  use 
stock  mounts. 

To  see  how  a  low-budget  racing  efl'ort 
would  fare,  we  picked  the  smallest  Box 
Stock  class  (410cc)  and  entered  an  ofT- 
hrand  molorcvcle  (relative  to  the  machines 


The  number  plates  and  baby  bottle  catch-tank  give  away  the  Suzuki's  intentions— racetrack 
bound! 


being  raced).  Yamahas  used  to  own  A 
Box  Stock  racing.  Now.  Honda  Hawk; 
gaining  popularity  and  one  Hawk  in 
ticular  wins.  We  rode  a  Suzuki  GS40( 

To  prepare  the  bike,  we  did  the  reqi 
things:  drilled  and  .safety-wired  the  s 
drain  bolt;  removed  the  mirrors,  st. 
and  turn  signals;  and  routed  the  en 
breather  hose  into  a  baby  bottle  i. 
tank.  We  took  oft"  the  stock  3.00-18 
3.50-18  Bridgestone  tires  and  moul 
and  balanced  4.10-18  Dunlop  K-8ls  i 
and  rear.  Experience  has  shown  that  K 
are  among  the  best  street  tires  a\ailabl 
racing  use.  especially  in  the  case  of  lit 
bikes.  The  oversize  tire  wouldn  l  cica 
front  fender,  which  has  a  built-in 
brace  made  of  stamped  sheet  m 
Pounding  on  the  L-shaped  edges  o 
brace  just  put  dings  in  the  fender  sui 
For  a  moment,  it  looked  like  the  on!) 
out  was  to  go  back  to  a  smaller  front 
Then  one  stafl'  member  had  a  bri 
idea  cannibalize  the  GS750  outri 
bike  used  in  our  tire  tests.  The  750 
fender,  although  large  enough  to  i 
clear  the  4.10  K-81.  bolted  right  ont< 
GS400.  (A  slightly  dinged  replace 
fender  for  the  750  cost  us  $35  at  a 
dealership).  It  looked  stock  and  no 
protested. 

Next,  the  stock  handlebars  wer 
moved  and  a  set  of  Graham  Sheet  N 
clubman  bars  were  bolted  on.  Will 
new  bars  carefully  positioned  to  maki. 
the  rider's  thumbs  couldn't  be  sm. 
between  bar  and  tank  at  full  lock  (in 
of  crash  or  violent  tank-slapper). 
holes  were  drilled  in  the  bottom  of 
bar  to  accept  the  stock  Suzuki  ci 
module  index  pins. 

The  bike  was  given  a  complete  tui 
with  an  oil  change  and  new  oil  filic 
used  Am.sOil  lOw-40  .synthetic  enuii 
because  experience  with  a  12.000 
500cc  Honda  CB400F  racing  cngim 
shown  that  Am.sOil  holds  viscosity 
thus  helps  maintain  oil  pressure)  i 
severe  use  better  than  even  castor  he. 
Since  the  stock-engined  Suzuki  redlii 
9000  rpm  and  doesn't  have  the  kii 
cooling  problems  present  in  the  ca 
overbored  CB4()0F  Hondas,  use  o 
synthetic  oil  may  have  been  overkill 

Jetting  and  gearing  were  left  sloe 
though  NGK  B9ES  spark  plugs  rep 
the  stock  B8ES  plugs.  Number 
brackets  were  bent  out  of  pieces  of  5 
I  in.  by  '/b  in.  strap  steel.  We  were  wi 
about  the  GS400's  rigid  footpegs  dr;i 
in  tight  corners,  .so  we  removed  the  1 1 
covers  and  sawed  I'A  in.  ofl"  steel  pc: 
coated  the  remaining  peg  rod  with  mI 
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er  adhesive,  hammered  the  footpeg 
er  on  as  far  as  possible  and  secured  it 
safety  wire  running  to  the  frame  rail 
ach  side. 

le  Suzuki's  first  race  was  at  Riverside 
way.  a  track  the  rider  had  raced  on 
re.  but  one  of  which  he  wasn't  very 
-Armco  barriers  and  other  hard 
L'ts  surround  several  turns  and  rai.se  the 
:  of  making  a  mistake.  During  prac- 

it  became  obvious  that  the  Suzuki 
at  least  two  advantages  over  its  com- 
ion:  I)  Its  front  end  was  rigid,  while 
k  forks  flex  enough  through  fast  esses 
luse  oversize  front  tires  to  rub  on  the 
er  bracket  and  deposit  rubber  on  the 
[  fork  tubes:  2)  It  had  more  ground 
ance  than  Yamaha  RD400s.  which 
r  from  lean-angie-inhibiting  under- 

footpeg  mounts.  With  the  Dunlop 
».  tire  traction  wasn't  a  problem.  Nei- 
was  braking-lhe  disc-braked  Suzuki 
!d  stop  as  hard  as  anything  in  its  class. 
It  the  bike  also  had  one  .serious  disad- 
age:  It  didn't  accelerate  as  hard  as.  nor 
as  much  top  speed  as.  the  Hawks  and 
00s.  Part  of  the  problem  was  that  the 
had  oniv  500  miles  on  the  odometer, 
the  engine  wasn't  completely  broken 

t  the  start,  one  RD400  immediately 
:)ed  into  the  lead  and  disappeared, 
ng  the  Suzuki  turned  into  a  case  of 
and  repass.  Hondas  flew  past  olT  the 
ing  grid  and  were  stuffed  at  the  few 
rside  turns  requiring  use  of  the  brakes 
I  400.  Then  they'd  pa.ss  the  Suzuki 
n  on  the  nearest  straightaway.  Two  laps 
1  the  end  it  looked  like  the  Suzuki  had 
rtain  second  place  finish.  Then  Hawk 
Pat  Eagan.  who  had  started  15  seconds 
nd  the  pack  for  fun,  blitzed  past  (at 
;ntrance  to  the  back  straightaway)  on 
vay  to  victory,  relegating  the  Suzuki  to 
I.  Another  Hawk  rider  (who  appar- 
/  learned  something  when  Eagan  went 
.sailed  into  third  place  on  the  front 
ght.  holding  that  position  all  the  way 
I  the  seventh  turn  of  the  last  lap,  where 
'ent  in  too  deep  under  pressure  and  ran 
he  track.  That  restored  the  GS400  to 
1  place,  behind  one  Hawk  and  one  RD, 
ahead  of  two  Hawks,  three  RD400s 
one  CB400F. 

esides  a  chain  lube  and  a  fresh  set  of 
;s,  the  Suzuki  received  no  attention 
ire  the  next  race,  held  at  Ontario  Motor 
idway  on  the  same  course  used  when 
ario  last  hosted  an  AM  A  national.  This 
:  the  AFM  had  declared  the  Box  Stock 
i  a  money  race-each  division  (410, 
Open)  would  pay  $100  divided  be- 
n  the  top  three  finishers,  $50,  $35,  $15. 
lie  Suzuki  seemed  to  be  running 
r-it  probably  had  started  to  break 
ind  the  rider  was  definitely  more  com- 
ible  on  the  super-safe  OMS  course, 
h  features  lots  of  runoff  room  and  no 
i-entry  turns.  Ontario  has  enough  in- 
curves to  make  it  possible  to  compen- 
for  small  diflferences  in  horsepower 
top  end  through  vigorous  riding;  a 


The  Suzuki  earned  three  trophies  in  three  tries.  Actual  top  speed  was  1 08  mph  with  an  Ontario 
tailwind,  105  mph  at  its  second  Riverside  event. 


better  rider  with  less  power  can  beat  a  rider 
with  more  power.  The  Suzuki  handled 
perfectly,  dragging  only  the  side  stand 
frame  mount  on  a  constant-radius  180- 
degree  left-hand  turn.  The  bike  indicated 
1 10  mph  on  the  speedometer,  taching  9500 
rpm  in  sixth  gear  with  a  slight  tailwind.  for 
an  actual  108  mph. 

On  the  course  u.sed,  the  starting  grid  of 
about  40  machines  had  to  funnel  into  a 
narrow,  second-gear  left  hander  after  run- 
ning halfway  down  the  straight.  Several 
riders  crashed  in  the  first  turn:  Eagan. 
(who  had  started  with  the  pack),  and  our 
rider  made  it  through  the  inside  of  the 
mess.  The  RD  rider  who  had  beaten  the 
Suzuki  at  Riverside  ran  off  the  track  on  the 
outside,  and  it  .seemed  the  GS400  was  safe 
in  second.  But  then  two  other  RD400s  in 
close  formation  buzzed  past  on  the  back 
straight,  pulled  away  and  entered  a  90- 
mph  sweeping  right-hander  with  the  GS 
close  behind.  The  RD  rider  who  had  run 
off  in  turn  one  came  past  the  Suzuki  on  a 
tight  inside  line,  which  probably  would 
have  led  off  the  track  if  nothing  got  in  the 
way.  Unfortunately,  that  line  and  speed 
put  the  RD  rider  on  an  intersecting  path 
with  the  two  RD400  pilots  already  on  the 
proper  line,  and  the  resulting  crash  sent 
bikes  and  bodies  cartwheeling  in  a  cloud  of 
dust.  One  rider  was  hospitalized  with 
minor  injuries:  one  survived  unhurt  but 
didn't  make  the  restart  of  the  red-flagged 
race:  and  the  man  who  caused  it  all  made 
the  restart  but  soon  retired  with  problems 
related  to  machine  crash  damage. 

As  expected,  Eagan  won  the  restart  by 
almost  a  minute.  The  Suzuki  finished  an 
easy  second  ahead  of  two  Hawks,  a  Ka- 
wasaki Triple  and  four  RD400s.  As  in  all 
racing,  you  can't  finish  well  if  you  don't 
finish.  Not  crashing  counts  for  a  lot. 

The  last  AFM  race  of  the  1978  season 
was  held  at  Riverside  Raceway.  Because 
part  of  the  usual  motorcycle  course  was 
under  water  and  mud  from  recent  torren- 
tial rain.s,  the  NASCAR  course  was  used.  It 
includes  a  very  long  straightaway  and  by- 
pa.sses  two  of  the  best  turns  on  the  track. 
Since  our  usual  staff-member  rider  was 
busy  with  another  Box  Stock  ride  (the 
Honda  CB650),  we  loaned  the  GS400  to 


AFM  racer  Dain  Gingerelli,  who  has  won 
(with  different  partners)  the  4IOcc  class  at 
the  last  two  annual  AFM  six-hour  en- 
durance races,  the  most  popular  en- 
durance event  in  America  (as  evidenced  by 
101  teams  entered  in  1978).  Gingerelli  got 
along  well  with  both  the  Riverside  course 
and  the  Suzuki-which  again  had  received 
no  attention  between  races  except  for  fresh 
plugs  and  chain  lube. 

The  Suzuki  pulled  about  9250  rpm  in 
sixth  gear,  still  lacked  both  acceleration 
and  top  end  compared  to  the  Hawks  and 
RD400s  entered,  but  ran  better  than  it  had 
in  its  first  outing  at  Riverside.  The  odome- 
ter recorded  about  630  miles  before  prac- 
tice, approximately  130  of  which  were  put 
on  during  practice  sessions  and  races  at  the 
two  previous  events.  The  weather  at  River- 
side was  cold  and  we  ran  NGK  B8ES  spark 
plugs. 

The  track  was  puddled  with  water  and 
soiled  by  mud  and  dirt.  Riverside  is  nor- 
mally mostly  straightaway  and  the  NAS- 
CAR course  features  only  two  turns  where 
the  brakes  must  be  applied  hard  on  smaller 
bikes.  But  it's  also  a  deceptive  track  in 
places,  and  there  is  time  to  be  made  up  if 
the  rider  knows  the  course. 

Eagan  led  off  the  start  and  never  looked 
back.  Gingerelli  and  the  Suzuki  caught 
and  diced  for  second  place  with  two  Yama- 
ha.s,  one  ridden  by  the  man  who  had 
caused  the  pile-up  at  Ontario,  the  other 
ridden  by  an  innocent  victim  of  that  crash. 
Gingerelli  kept  the  faster  two-strokes 
within  range  by  out-riding  the  competition 
at  two  places;  holding  the  throttle  wide- 
open  into  tricky  turn  two  (a  righthand 
section  of  the  Riverside  esses  which  can  be 
taken,  according  to  Steve  McLaughlin,  at 
top  speed  on  a  superbike,  but  which  freaks 
out  most  club  racers):  and  going  into  and 
around  turn  nine,  (a  banked  righthand 
sweeper  bordered  by  a  steel  boilerplate 
wall  backed  by  an  earth  embankment),  far 
harder.  It  paid  ofT.  The  Suzuki  was  still 
ihird-behind  the  same  two  riders  as  in  its 
first  Riverside  race-but  this  time  by  about 
Nix  inches,  instead  of  the  length  of  the 
straightaway.  Ahead  were  the  Hawk  and 
one  RD400:  behind,  three  Yamahas  and 
two  Hondas. 


by  Henry  Manney  III 
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The  budget  race  ettbri  wasn't  cheap. 
There  was  no  crash  damage  [o  repair,  nn 
broken  or  worn-out  parts  to  replace,  yet  the 
bill  lor  three  races  not  counting  racing 
licenses,  protective  riding  gear,  initial  mo- 
torcvcle  purchase  price  and  the  expenses  of 
transportation  to  the  track  came  to 
$230.49.  Deducting  winnings  of  .S35.  the 
net  cost  of  three  races  and  more  than  190 
racetrack  miles  came  to  S  195.49.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  tires  weren't  worn  out.  and 
probablv  would  have  lasted  aniither  six  or 
seven  races  (the  bike  could  have  been  raced 
on  the  stock  tires,  with  restraint),  fhe  cost 
included  15  gallons  of  gas  ev  en  though  the 
bike  didn'l  use  that  much  racing  we 
bought  a  fresh  live-gallon  can  of  gas  each 
race  day.  and  poured  the  left-over  into  the 
van  used  to  carrv  the  bike  to  the  track. 

Box  Stock  racing,  although  less  expen- 
sive than  competing  in  many  other  classes, 
is  not  inexpensive.  But  nothing  on  the 
street  matches  the  rush  of  heading  into  the 
first  turn  with  30  or  40  other  guys.  Mea- 
sured in  thrill  per  dollars.  Box  Stock  racing 
is  hard  to  beat.  ra 


Our  Box  Stock  Suzuki  GS400  (30)  exits  a  Riverside  curve  after  passing  two  Hawks  at  ttie 
entrance  Straightways  proved  to  be  a  problem. 


GS400C  Box  Stock  Racer  Expenses 

Lntrv.  three  events   $60.00 

K-81  tire.s.  two  84.74 

Number  plates,  three  .  3.00 

Plate  bracket  material   3.00 

Nuts  and  bi>lts  for  plates  2.50 

Numbers,  six  2.30 

Spark  plugs,  six  6.00 


Oil.  one  gal  20. 

Oil  hiter  and  o-ring     I 

Fender.  CiS750   31. 

Ciasoline.  15  gal   10 

'Taxes   1- 

Total.  three  races  %24Z[ 

Winnings  3:' 

Net  expenses   S20'( 


Flying  a  Fast  Hawk  to  Glory 


B! 


efore  Pat  Eagan  and  his  Honda 
Hawk  Type  I  arrived  on  the  scene, 
the  American  Federation  of  Motor- 
cyclists (AFM)  410cc  Box  Stock  class  was 
dominated  by  Yamaha  RD400s.  Two  other 
riders  had  entered  Hawks  in  the  class,  with 
one  rider  managing  a  best  finish  of  fourth 
place. 

Eagan  didn't  finish  his  first  race.  He  had 
jetted  up  the  carbs  in  the  mistaken  belief 
that  the  stock  carburetion  was  loo  lean  on 
the  main  jet.  and  the  bike  wouldn't  pull. 
But  once  the  jetting  was  restored  to  stock 
specifications.  Eagan  set  ofl' on  a  12-race 
win  streak  that  left  the  closest  RD400s  far 
behind  and  which  changed  the  character 
of  the  class.  At  first.  Eagan  and  the  two 
other  Hawk  riders  made  a  total  of  three 
Honda  Twins  entered.  Now.  a  typical 
410cc  Box  Stock  race  is  half  Hawks,  with 
the  Hondas  tending  to  finish  at  the  high 
end  of  the  results  list. 

As  per  .AFM  rules.  Eagan's  Hawk  has 
the  turn  signals  and  stands  removed,  and 
low  clubman  handlebars  fitted.  Tires  are 
4.10-19  and  4.10-18  Dunlop  K-8Is  front 
and  rear.  Eagan  runs  Castrol  R  (bean  oil) 
and  changes  it  every  two  races.  The  bike 
was  protested  and  torn  down  after  its  third 
race,  and  found  to  be  bone  stock.  It  hadn't 
been  blueprinted,  either.  The  teardown 
was  the  first  time  the  head  had  been  re- 
moved. 

Executive  Editor  John  Ulrich  had  seen 
Eagan  start  Box  Stock  races  10-15  seconds 
behind  the  field  at  three  different  Califor- 
nia racetracks  (Ontario.  Riverside  and 
Sears  Point)  and  come  from  behind  to  win 
the  class-and  at  times  finish  as  high  as 
third  overall  in  the  combined  410-675- 
Open  events.  He  wondered  if  the  victories 


were  due  to  Eagan's  skill  alone,  especially 
since  F.agan  out-braked  disc-equipped  Ya- 
mahas  with  his  drum-braked  Hawk.  So 
Ulrich  borrowed  Eagan's  Hawk  for  an 
American  Road  Racing  Association 
(ARRA.  formerly  Manning  Racing)  event 
at  Ontario,  look  the  lead  on  the  straight- 
away and  won  going  away. 

Eagan's  Hawk  has  .sewn  up  the  1978 
AFM  4l0cc  Box  Stock  Championship. 
The  odometer  now  shows  4000  miles.  500 
of  those  miles  traveled  on  the  racetrack.  It 
doesn't  burn  oil.  It  doesn't  smoke.  It  is 
fitted  with  Boge-MulhoUand  shocks-the 
originals  were  fine  but  wore  out  after  seven 
races-and  is  on  the  .second  set  of  tires. 
Except  for  gaskets  replaced  when  the  en- 


gine was  protested  and  torn  dowm 
footpegs  replaced  because  the  first  set; 
ground  awav  to  the  mounts,  every/ 
else  is  original. 

At  the  end  of  the  season.  Eag.in  pi;;! 
set  up  the  Hawk  for410cc  ProductioK 
most  competitive  class  in  AIM  tw 
There's  a  good  chance  he'll  do  well.  F1 
RD400s  with  racing  tires  and  exto 
engine  mods.  Eagan  and  his  Box  Sti 
have  finished  as  high  as  sixth  and  n 
high  as  second  (before  crashing  at 
Point)  in  4IOee  Production  fields  of  35 
40  bikes. 

You  might  say  that  Pat  Eagan  fliui 
Hawk. 
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Suzuki 

unchains  a 
beautiful 
beast... 


When  it  comes  to  all-around 
perlormance,  nobody  out- 
performs Suzuki. 

Case  in  point:  The  new  GS-850 
Shaft. 

Smooth  Shaft.  One  ot  the  best 
things  about  the  innovative  Suzuki 
Shaft  is  something  it  doesn't  have. 
Namely,  the  slack  and  rough 
torque  reaction  often  found  on 
other  shaft  drives.  The  Suzuki  Shaft 
is  extraordinarily  smooth  and 
responsive. 


Unbeatable  Suspension. 

Except  for  Suzuki's  GS-1000.  there 
isn't  a  bike  made  that  can  match 
the  suspension  system.  Front  air 
forks  are  infinitely  adjustable.  And 


rear  shocks  come  with  4-way 
ustable  rebound  clampers  and 
ad  settings.  Beautifully  bal- 
:ed  design  and  light  but  rigid 
tssis  further  contribute  to  its 
)oth  ride  and  nimble  handling 
4-Stioke  Masterpiece.  All  the 
)whow  gained  from  building 
uki's  famed  4-stroke  engines 
gone  into  this  mighty  4-cylinder 
HC  mill.  Which  means  it 
such  refinements  as  a  roUer 


bearing  crankshaft  for  high-RPM 
performance.  Helical  cut  gears  to 
keep  things  quiet.  And  a  cam 
chain  tensioner  that  works 
automatically. 

Triple  Discs.  There's  plenty  of 
stop-power  to  go  along  with  its  go- 
power  Double  disc  brakes  are 
standard  up  front  along  with  a  big 
disc  in  back. 

Fully  Diessed.  As  you  might 
expect  from  a  bike  this  well-built, 
it's  also  well-equipped.  Here  are 
just  a  few  of  its  many  fancy  fea- 
tures: Sporty  mag-type  wheels. 


high-performance  tires,  custom 
dual  saddle,  electric  terminal  for 
accessories,  digital  gear  indicator, 
electric  fuel  gauge,  touring-size 
5.8  gallon  tank  and  self-cancelling 
turn  signals. 

When,  you  add  it  aU  up,  we 
think  you'll  own  this  beautiful 
machine  the  same  way  we  built  it 
With  pride. 


Specs: 


Smooth  Suzuki  Shaft.  ^ 

Because  of  a  unique  space-saving  'shaft  within  'm^ 
a  shaft'  design,  no  chains  or  additional  gears  / 

are  needed.  Thus,  drive  Une  slack  is  minimized.  / 

Drive  shaft  universal  is  pre-lubed  and  sealed  at  / 

the  factory  so  it's  maintenance  free.  / 


i  mm 


Engine  Type 

Four-stroke.  DOHC.  tour  cylirur 
Displacement 
843cc(51.4  cuin) 
Caibuietor 
Four,  Milcuni  VM26SS 
Compression  Ratio 
8.8:1 

Bore  and  Stroke 

69.0inni  X  56.4inni 
Starter  System 
Electric  &  kick 
Transmission 
5-speed,  constant  mesh  t 
Suspension: 
Front  Fork 
Air,  oil-damped 
Rear  Swing  Aim 
Oil-damped,  5  load  setting. 
4  damping  adjustmentsa 
Ground  Clearance 
160mm  (6.3  in) 
Brakes:  Front 
Hydraulic  caliper  doutole  d  t 
Rear 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 
Tires:  Front 
3.50  H19-4PR 

4.50  H17-4PR 
Lubrication  System 

Wet  sump 
Fuel  Tank  Capadty 

22  lit  (5  8  gal) 
Engine  Oil  Capacity 
2.8  lit  (2.9  qt) 
Length 
2,230mm  (878  in) 

Width 
865mm  (34.1  in) 

Height 
1,190mm  (46.9  in) 

Wheelbase 
1.500mm  (59.1  in) 

Dry  Weight 
253  kg  (558  lbs) 
Colors 
Black,  Maroon,  Blue 


Suzuki.  The  performer. 


SUZUKI 


Ride  salely;  wear  a  helmet,  eye  protection  and  appropriate  riding  apparel.  Member  Motorcycle  Salety  Foundation. 


nAOE  WJKTOH 

Kawasaki  returns  to  U.S.  Road  Racing  with  Mike 
Baldwin;  Rocket  Rex  Staten  Takes  Off;  Mosier  Hauls 
Mud  at  Anaheim  Stadium;  Wheelie  King  Dazzles  Stars. 


KK,  K  ON  THE  MOVF 

'awasaki  is  on  the  move  in  the  Ameri- 
^can  racing  scene.  First  the  CJreen 
mics  stole  Brad  Lackey  away  from 
ida.  Now  they've  signed  up  privateer 
e  Baldwin,  u  ho  emerged  as  one  ol  the 
"s  top  road  racers  v\hiie  campaigning 
elfowned.  self-tuned  TZ75().  Baldwin, 
irdine  to  earlv  reports,  will  ride  a 
750.  a\R25U  and  a  KZ  lOOO  .Superhike 
le  U.S..  as  well  as  contesting  the  750cc 
V  World  Cup  Series  at  Daytona.  Paul 
ird  and  Imola.  Just  to  make  sure 
"re  well  represented.  Kawasaki  reached 
)-sponsorship  agreement  with  Vetter 
ings  lo  back  three-time  Superhike 
luclion  Champion  (once  on  a  BMW. 
e  on  a  Kawasaki)  Reg  Pridmore. 


Mike  Baldwin  rode  hard  in  1978.  ended  up  with  a  Kawasaki  road  racing  contract  for  1979. 


THINGS  TAKE  OFF  FOR  ROCKET  REX 


l#hat  a  difference  a  few  months  can 
Wmake!  The  U.S.  500cc  GP  in  mid- 
Si  didn't  go  well  for  Rocket  Rex  Staten, 
1-year  racing  veteran  at  age  23.  Riding  a 
vy,  near-stock  Bassett  Racing  Yamaha 
WO.  Staten  led  the  world's  best  during 
first  moto  until  his  bike's  engine  .seized, 
motorcycle  loaded  up  on  the  second- 
o  start,  leaving  Staten  far  behind  the 
k.  Frustrated  after  the  race,  Staten 
ed  his  pit  and  yelled  "Damn!  No 
ley  again!"  The  privateer's  life  is  not 

ut  when  up-and-coming  Yamaha  star 
le  Bell  injured  his  knee  at  a  500cc 
ional  in  Michigan.  Staten  was  offered 
's  bike  and  mechanic.  Dave  Osterman, 
ack  up  Yamaha's  Rick  Burgett.  Staten 
J  the  works  equipment  and  support  to 
one  National,  take  two  seconds  and 
e  thirds,  move  up  from  fourth  to  see- 
in  points,  and  finish  the  series  second 
Burgett. 

'hile  Bell  recovered  from  surgery.  Ya- 
la  officials  extended  the  offer  of  bike 
mechanic  to  include  the  Trans-AMA 
s.  Staten  finished  the  series  second  to 
laha  Teammate  Bob  Hannah,  racking 
first,  a  .second,  two  fourths,  an  eighth, 
nth  and  a  15th  overall  in  the  seven 
Its.  That  earned  Staten  a  full-time 


Team  Yamaha  ride  for  1979.  Now  hard- 
riding  Rocket  Rex  won't  have  to  worry 
about  nionev. 


MOSFER  TAKES  MUDDY 

ANAHEIM  STADIUM 
ob  Hannah  had  already  sewn  up  the 
'Supercross  title,  but  the  Supercross 
season  hadn't  ended.  The  finale  came  at 
rain-soaked  Anaheim  Stadium,  home  of 
the  Angels.  Kawasaki's  Gaylon  Mosier 
won  the  (inal  event,  but  Hannah,  who  had 
tangled  v\  ith  Jim  Pomeroy  and  crashed  in 
the  main  event,  came  back  to  win  a  special 
showdown  match  race  between  the  win- 
ners of  1978  Supercross  races.  Hannah  led 
all  six  laps  of  the  winner-take-ail,  S3000- 
purse  match  race,  beating  Jimmy  Ellis, 
Marty  Tripes  and  Mosier 

t  cllllllliccl  nil  I'tli^C  144 


Rocket  Rex  Staten  finished  second  in  the 
500cc  Nationals  and  second  again  in  the  f 
Trans-AMA  Series,  earning  a  Works  Yamaha 
ride  for  1979. 


Kawasaki's  Gaylon  Mosier  won  the  final  Su- 
percross at  Anaheim  Stadium. 
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Honda  only  makes  one  version  of  the  CB650.  To  compete  with  Yamaha  Specials  and  Ka  wasaki 
Customs  and  SRs,  the  standard  CB650  comes  with  aluminum  ComStar  wheels,  step  seat,  1 7- 
in.  rear  tire. 


Forks  are  compliant  and  plush,  yet  handling 
is  stable  and  secure  on  the  twisting  roads. 
Turn  signal  bodies  are  plastic. 


CB650  frame  is  based  on  CB550  frame,  but 
with  some  geometry  changes.  Removing 
just  six  bolts  allows  access  to  valve  tappets. 


CDHlinueJ  from  pa/^c  M) 

metal  lips  on  the  footpegs  touch  down  and 
sound  a  warning  first,  followed  by  the 
stands  on  the  left  side.  We  didn't  get 
anything  to  grind  except  the  footpeg  on  the 
right  side  in  spite  of  spirited  street  riding 
on  twisty  roads. 

Because  there  was  a  road  race  handy,  the 
650  was  entered  in  the  Box  Stock  class, 
where  it  did  well  (winning  its  class)  and 
revealed  an  interesting  (if  terrifying)  han- 
dling characteristic. 

On  the  warm  up  lap  before  the  Box  Stock 
race,  the  CB650  went  into  a  terrible  wob- 
ble on  the  long  straightaway  at  about  90 
mph.  tankslapping— the  bars  moving  back 
and  forth  almost  to  the  limits  of  available 
steering  lock-so  badly  that  the  expert 
rider  had  no  control  of  the  machine  mo- 
mentarily and  at  one  point  thought  he  was 
going  to  crash.  The,  bike  had  exhibited  less 
serious  wobbles  during  practice,  but  not  all 
the  time  and  not  always  at  the  same  points 
on  the  racetrack.  During  the  race  itself  the 


bike  was  generally  stable  on  the  straight- 
away. 

The  answer  to  the  riddle  came  in  two 
simple,  yet  easy  to  overlook,  parts.  Our 
rider  normally  sits  upright  during  the  first 
practice  session  and  on  pre-race  warm-up 
laps  while  he  checks  out  the  track  and  bike, 
but  tucks  in  during  races.  The  wobble 
occurred  only  with  the  rider  sitting  up. 

Yet  with  the  rider  sitting  up  at  similar 
speeds  on  the  street,  the  bike  hadn't  wob- 
bled. The  key  lies  with  the  mirrors.  The 
CB650  was  designed  and  tested  by  Honda 
with  two  mirrors— one  on  each  side— in 
place.  Mirrors  are  removed  for  racing,  and 
unlikely  as  this  sounds,  the  bike  wobbled  at 
speed  with  the  rider  sitting  up  and  the 
mirrors  off;  didn't  wobble  with  the  rider 
tucked  in  and  the  mirrors  off;  and  didn't 
wobble  with  the  rider  sitting  up  and  the 
mirrors  on. 

Odd.  Something  about  w  ind  pressure,  or 
the  damping  effect,  or  a  change  in  ride 
height  fore  and  aft  because  of  rider  profile 


or  the  drag  coefficient  of  the  mirrors  h, 
marked  effect  on  stability. 

We  have  read  about  this  in  the  lechn 
literature,  and  we've  experienced  it  \ 
other  bikes,  although  we  didn't  know  t 
what  it  was  and  we  don't  know  yet  why  i 
We  will  experiment  further. 

The  stock  650  shocks,  though,  did  di; 
point.  For  high  performance  use.  the 
thing  a  rider  should  replace  is  the 
shocks,  which  heat  up  quickly  and  f 
during  hot  laps,  especially  on  a  bui 
track.  More  pre-load  on  the  front  fo 
which  is  perfect  for  a  nice,  compli 
cushy  street  ride— would  also  impi 
high-speed  handling.  As  is,  the  bike  sh 
its  head  in  fast,  sweeping  turns,  especi 
after  hitting  a  bump,  even  with  the  r 
tucked  in.  Suspension  must  take  som 
the  blame  for  that  behavior,  while  the 
inch  Dunlop  rear  tire's  huge,  flexible  s 
wall  must  take  its  share  as  well.  For  cor 
ing.  we  believe  that  the  Bridgestone  F 
Mopus  tires  would  work  better  than 
Dunlop  Fl  1  and  K87  tires.  There  ma; 
additional  choices  soon,  as  several 
manufacturers  are  building  high-per 
mance  tires  in  the  4.50-17  in.  si/e.  At  I 
one  of  those  manufacturers— Melzel 
says  that  its  development  of  an  all-new 
in.  rear  tire  was  done  on  the  racetrack  ' 
road  racers  doing  the  testing.  None  of 
new  aftermarket  17-inchers  were  avail, 
for  use  on  the  650.  so  we'll  just  have  to 
and  see. 

For  .street  use.  the  C  B650  handles  we 
it  comes  out  of  the  box.  If  we  hadn't  t£ 
the  bike  to  the  racetrack,  we  never  w( 
have  discovered  its  flaws— it's  that  goo< 
the  road.  Perhaps  more  impress 
though,  are  specific  features  dcsignet 
make  the  CB650  easier  lo  maintain  foi 
average  ow  ncr.  Removing  six  bolts  rele 
three  covers  and  provides  access  to 
valve  tappets.  Those  three  covers 
sealed  with  T-shaped  neoprene  gas 
that  should  barring  pinching  during 
stallation-last  forever.  So  much  for  \ 
ing  a  new  cam  cover  gasket  every  o 
adjustment.  i 

Of  course,  the  inductive,  electronic  j 
tion  has  no  points  and  requires  no  maj 
nance.  In  the  case  of  the  dohc  CB71 
removing  the  spark  plugs  is  just  a 
impossible  without  removing  the  gas  t 
But  accessibility  to  the  CB650"s  pluj 
excellent.  i 

Those  are  small  things,  perhaps.  Bu 
refreshing  to  note  that  a  motorc\cle  mj 
facturer  has  kept  in  mind  such  thinj 
initial  purchase  price,  weight  and  the 
ity  to  be  serviced  by  the  owner.  Hor 
engineers  could  have  made  the  650  i 
ci>mplicated  and  faster  and  heavier 
more  expensive.  Instead,  they  built  a 
torcycle  which  works  overall  as  well  i 
better  than  its  competitors,  costs  les 
the  features  delivered,  and  is  easie 
maintain. 

The  CB650  is  a  good  motorcycle, 
anybody  in  that  size  market  shi>uld  c 
it  out. 


142/CYCLE  WORLD 


SEE  YOUR  MUSCLES 
GROW  DAY  BY  DAY! 


R  CHOICE! 
CanDoThis... 

JILD  POWERFUL 
USCLES....FASTI 

)SE  FAT! 

\IN  MUSCULAR 
EIGHT! 

3UBLE  OR  TRIPLE 
3UR  STRENGTH! 

)IM  YOUR  WAIST! 

EEL  BETTER 


YOU'LL  PUT  ON  INCHES  OF 
POWERFUL  MUSCLES 
ON  YOUR  BODY! 


)iape-Up,  Get 
hat  waistline 
lown  and 
nuscularize  it! 


MOST  MEN  NEVER  REALIZE  THEIR  FABULOUS  POTENTIAL 
OR  MUSCULARITY.   Why?   Probably  because  they've  never  come 
across  or  taken  advantage  of  a  training  program  quite  like  the  one  we 
offer  her^  at  UNIVERSAL  BODYBUILDING.   Our  program  has  the 
'Ultimate    masterplan  for  total  body  development  and  strength!! 

How  would  you  like  to  get  into  shape?  Really  into  shape.  Better 
than  you  have  ever  been.  Enough  to  make  the  girls  notice  you  with 
admiration  and  enough  to  make  the  guys  turn  their  heads  in  envy.  No 
kidding!  I  don't  care  how  much  you  are  out  of  shape,  regardless  how 
much  you  have  let  yourself  go,  I  can  change  your  body  100%,  all  for 
the  better!  Face  it,  unless  you  do  something  about  it,  your  body  gets 
worse;  day  by  day  it  gets  uglier!  Your  body  and  your  health  are  your 
most  important  possessions  and  they  deserve  your  attention.  With 
progressive  body  building  you  get  better  day  bv  day,  with  results  you 
can  see  and  feel!! 

SKINNY? 

MUSCLES  WIU 
APPEAR  .  .  . 
ALMOST  UKE 
MAGIC  I 


BE  GREAT- BE  SOMEBODY  SPECIAL! 


ove  your  health,  self-confidence  and  your  outlook  on  life  as 
become  more  muscular.  Regardless  of  your  age,  height  or 
nt  build,  we'll  help  you  build  a  fabulous  body,  Iriousands  of 
le  have  taken  this  course  with  fantastic  results  —  why  not  you? 
tever  you  look  like  today,  we  can  improve  on  it  We  guaran- 


FAT? 

FAT  WILL 
DISAPPEAR  - 
-REPLACED  BY 
MUSCLES! 


YOUR  NEW 
MUSCLES  WIU 
FEEL  LIKE 

DYNaMItE!! 


ARMS  —  Develop  big,  powerful 
arms  — the  kind  girls  love  to  be 
leld  in!  Command  respect  from 
;veryone  you  meet! 

CHEST  —  Is  your  chest  sunken 
ind  unimpressive?  No  more! 
It's  easy  to  build  a  massive 
'hesL  You  can  measure  45,  47, 
)r  even  50  inches! 

JACK  —  Develop  your  upper 
>ack.  and  get  that  outstanding 
V-Shape!"  Often  within  one 
reek  you'll  be  able  to  see  that 
^edge  formation  begin  to  take 
hape  —  it's  a  real  attention- 
letter! 


□ 
□ 


□ 


SHOULDERS—  Get  rid  of  those 

puny  shoulders!  Instead,  fill 
your  shirts  with  bulging  muscles! 

LEGS  —  Put  some  muscle  on 
those  spindly  legs!  Muscular 
legs  will  give  you  extra  power 
like  you've  never  dreamed  pos- 
sible! 

ABDOMEN  —  Trim  and  hard  — 
that's  the  way  your  abs  should 
look.  Get  rid  of  your  pot-l>elly, 
improve  your  digestion,  and  get 
that  washboard  waist— all  when 
you  develop  those  abdominal 
muscles! 


Universal,  Dept.-  CY 
Box  6694 

Detroit,  Mich.  48240 

You  bet  I  want  MUSCLES  -  rush  me  your  FREE 
Booklet  and  all  your  Colorful  Brochures!!  !  am 
sending  you  25c  to  help  cover  postage  and  hand- 
li.-ig  costs,    (please  PRINT  clearly) 


Name. 


Age. 


Address 


City. 


.State. 


ZiD. 


MAIL  THIS  COUPON  TODAY 


aerial 


OLORFUL 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Sav*  mon«yt  Top  quality 
motor  cycio  and  high  apaad 
clothing  wHh  carriage  paid 
dollar  prIcM  cloarly 
mailtad. 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports. 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 


I  To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  (Dept.  CW),  120/122  Great 
Portland  Street.  London,  W1A2DL,  England. 
Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 .00. 
Name   

I  Address  


A  CAREER  mmUT  COUiGl?  YES! 


BE  A  PROFESSIONAL  IN  THE  CYCLE  AND  MARINE  INDUSTRY!  jgff  T 


Phon«:  (  )- 


Whenyoti 
ride  down  the  trail, 
dcnft  fmm  down 


the  trees. 


Every  motorcycle's 
exhaust  emits  red- 
hot  carbon 


Safe  exhaust 


Red-hot  carbon  particles 
are  trapped 


Turbine  spins 
heavier  carbon 
particles  to  outside 


Exhaust  gases  pass 
thru  here 


If  you  have  an  approved  spark  arrester  on  your 
bike,  leave  it  on.  If  you  don't  have  one,  please  put  one  on. 
Smokey  thanks  you. 


WHEELIE  KING  WOWS  RACE 


Doug  "Wheelie  King"  Domokos  impre 
even  the  fastest  motocrossers.  His  sen; 
balance  on  a  stock  KX250  is  incredible 

Look  at  the  Wheelie  King!  He  does 
I  would  never  even  think  about 
alone  /;r."  said  one  amazed  spectatt 
another  as  they  watched  Doug  "Wh 
King"  Domokos,  22.  ride  a  KX250  aa 
a  parking  lot  with  the  tip  of  the  rear  fe 
dragging-lhat"s  right,  dragging  ihe  \ 
ment.  Add  in  the  fact  that  the  tv\o  "spi 
tors"  were  Jimmy  Weinert  and 
Lackey  and  you've  got  an  idea  of 
impre.s.sive  Wheelie  King  reall\  is.  V 
Jammin"  Jimmy  and  Bad  Brad 
amazed,  it's  amazing.  Domokos. 
Niles.  Michigan,  makes  his  livingpu 
on  shows  at  various  motocross  ii 
around  the  country.  His  act  consis 
riding  the  entire  track  on  the  rear  w 
without  dabbing. 


MIXED  BAG  FOR  DAYTON/ 

Superbike  Production  road  racer 
McLaughlin  first  came  up  wii 
idea  of  mi.xing  I025cc  four-sirokc 
stricted  GP  750s.  and  unrestricted  Gl 
for  AMA  road  racing.  Now  the  idea 
to  be  gaining  respectability  and  a 
following.  A  meeting  of  the  AM  \ 
racing  committee  ended  with  almost 
imous  agreement  that  the  1979  Da 
200  should  follow  those  guidelines, 
left  the  final  decision  in  the  hands  c 
AMA  Racing  Czar  Mike  Diprete. 
delayed  making  a  verdict  until  cons 
with  lire  manufacturers.  The  qucsii 
can  the  production-based  four-sirol 
an  entire  200  miles  without  the  danj 
tire  wear  that  led  to  F750  restrictions 
first  place? 


Photo  by  Charles  Morey/Cyc 
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CALL  SPECIAL. 


Remember  the  feeling  you  had 
the  first  time  you  rode  a  motor- 
cycle? 

Well,  get  ready  to  feel  it 
again. 


And  what's  even  nicer,  you 
look  as  good  as  you  feel. 


Because  there's  a  new  gen- 
eration of  motorcycles  at  your 
Yamaha  dealer  right  now.  An 
exciting  and  unique  line  of  street 
bikes  designed  around  a  more 
natural,  relaxed  style  of  riding. 

We  call  them  the  Yamaha 
Specials.  And  all  you  have  to  do 
is  sit  on  one  to  understand  why 

You  sit  back.llie  low,  stepped 
seat  cradles 
you. The 
handlebars 
reach  for  you, 
instead  of  the 
other  way  around. 
Very  nice. 


We  styled  the  teardrop  tank 
to  blend  smoothly  into  the  seat, 
giving  the  bike  a  lean,  low  profile 

We  added  special  paint, 
cast  alloy  wheels,  chopi^ed 
megaj^hone  pipes,  and  clm)me 
in  all  the  right  places. 

Yet  a  Yamaha  Sj^ecial  is 
more  than  a  styling  job 
It  s  an  engineering  job. 

We  designed  the 
steering  geometry  to 
make  the  bike  steady  on 
the  highway  easy  riding 
around  town. 


Our  low  stepped  seat  gir 
you  a  low  center  of  gra\  ity; 
And  a  way  to  get  both  feet  o 
the  ground  at  a  stoplight. 

And  each  bike  boasts  an 
engine  that's  the  naiTowest : 
its  class. 


It  all  adds  up  to  what 
Motorcyclist  magazine  calle 
"an  almost  ])eifect  balance  o 
image  and  peifoiTnancel' 

And  the  hottest  selling  1 
of  street  bikes  in  America. 


\ 


XS750  Special 


XS650  Specia 


Starting  with  the  unique 
0  Special. 

Its  747cc  DOHC  triple  is 
quick  and  powerful  as  its 
ir  cylinder  competitors,  yet 
mer,  nan'ower,  simpler. 

It's  also  the  only  bike  in  its 
ss  with  smooth,  silent,  viitii- 
V  maintenance -free  shaft 
^e.  And  adjustable,  leading- 
3e  front  forks. 

Our  XS650  Special  is  an- 
)ier  one  of  a  kind-Tlie  653cc 
[erhead  cam  vertical  twin  has 
the  strength  and  simplicit>^ 
Its  British  ancestors,  plus 
e  thing  no  British  bike  ever 
H— nine  years  of  Yamaha 
Sneering. 


And  look  at  the  size  of  that 
rear  tire.  Any  questions  about 
how  it  holds  the  road? 


Then  there's  the  XS400. 
With  its  reliable  391cc  over- 
head cam  twin  and  six-speed 
transmission,  it  has  anit'izing 
punch,  e\'en  in  top  gear  Plus 
the  kind  of  handling  that  lets 
you  almost  think  it  around 
comers. 

For  the  economy  minded 
among  you,  we  also  offer  lower 
priced  versions  of  our  XS650 
Special  and  XS400.They're 


called  the  XS650  Special  II 
and  XS400  2F 

What's  the  difference? 

Both  machines  have  wire 
wheels  instead  of  cast  alloy,  a 
little  less  chrome,  and  they 
come  in  one  color  instead  of  two. 

The  650  Special  II  has  a 
front  disc  and  a  rear  drum 
brake.The  XS400  2F  has  two 
drum  brakes  and  a  kick  starter 

In  all  other  respects— 
handling,  jDerfomiance,  styling, 
even  instrumentation— they 
are  identical  to  the  machines 
you  see  here. 

But  that's  not  the  end  of 
the  line. 

Because  there's  one  more 
Yamaha  Special.  And  it's  on 
the  next  page. 


EXTRA  SPECIAL. 


The  things  that  make  all  of 
these  machines  so  special  make 
this  one  extra  special 
The  low  seat  and 
pullback  handlebars 
make  the  XS  Eleven 
Special  one  big  bike 
that's  easy  to  balance 
and  steer.  It  actually 
feels  like  a  smaller  bike 

Until  you  get  on  the  throttle. 

Its  llOlcc  DOHC  four  is  the 


biggest  production  engine  we've 
ever  built.The  power  is  awe- 
some. And  effortless. 
Because  Yamaha's  un- 
matched four-stroke 
technology  includes, 
among  other  things, 
the  world's  only 


electronic  ignition  system  w 
a  vacuum  advance. 

There  are  other  advance 
too.  Like  shaft  drive.  It's  the ; 
smoothest,  quietest,  most  re 
able  way  there  is  to  hamessc 
a  big  horsepower  engine. 
And  ours  is  not  only 
virtually  free  of 
maintenance,  it's  also 
free  of  the  torque  reaction 
found  in  other  shaft  drives. 


® 


when  you  aack  the  throttle,  disc  brakes,  a  special  16-inch 

;  go  forward  and  nowhere  rear  wheel,  tubeless  tires,  rear 

Fast.  suspension  with  a  new  finger- 

^Tlie  XS  Eleven  Special  is  tij)  dami3ening  adjustment,  and, 

)  only  ( )ur  biggest,  it  s  also  our  of  course,  our  patented  self- 

rmost  complete.  It  has  triple  cancelling  turn  signals. 


It  also  has  a  few  surprises. 
Things  you  won't  find  on  any 
other  street  bike.  Like  air  adjust- 
able leading-cLxle  fiimt  forks, 
a  quartz  halogen  headlight  with 
a  built-in  backup  system,  and 
instrumentation  that  even 
includes  an  electn)nic  tach  and 
low  fuel  indicator 

To  top  it  all  off,  the  new 
XS  Eleven  Special  comes 
elegantly  dressed  in  either 
Camiine  Red  or  Black  Gold. 

So  it's  more  than  state  of 
the  ait. 

It's  a  work  of  art. 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  J^ww  they  're  built 


European  Team  Honda  stars  Brad  Lackey  (711)  and  Graham 
Noyce  couldn't  beat  Hannah.  Lackey  only  raced  the  first  two 
events,  then  dropped  out  of  the  series.  Lackey  joined  Team 
Kawasaki  for  1979. 


Darrell  Shultz.  20  years  old.  developed  into  American  ryiotocro' 
hottest  new  prospect.  He  won  overall  at  Sears  Point. 


DeCoster  (104)  and  Hannah  share  a  few  humorous  words  on  the 
starting  line  at  the  first  race  of  the  series.  f^id-Ohio.  Yamaha 
Racing  Manager  Ken  Clark  (center)  referees. 


Hurricane  on  the  line,  waiting.  Hannah  is  serious  about  winnirv 


conlinued  from  /nii^c  133 
Sacramento.  California.  1978  was  Shuitz's 
first  year  on  the  National  circuit  he 
turned  in  sensational  perlorniances 
throughout  the  Trans-AMA  Series  and 
earlier,  during  the  500cc  Nationals.  His 
win  of  the  final  Trans-AMA  race  of  the 
Series  marked  his  emergence  as  one  of  the 
top  riders  of  American  motocross  and  put 
him  at  the  top  of  the  "want  list"  for  several 
major  .lapanesc  teams  for  1979.  .lust  two 
years  earlier,  a  voung  Bob  Hannah  won  the 
iinal  race  of  the  Irans-AMA  Series  in  his 
lirst  \ear  on  the  circuit,  an  omen  of  what 
was  to  come. 

What  of  the  future? 

Bob  Hannah  is  certainly  fast  enough  to 
go  to  r.urope  in  1979  and  be  a  top  con- 
tender in  the  5()0cc  World  C  hampionship. 
But  Yamaha  has  no  reason  to  send  Hannah 
to  F.urope  uhen  their  other  star.  Heikki 
Mikkola.  is  already  reigning  C  hampion, 
instead.  Hannah  plans  to  wait  another 
vear.  until  1980.  w  hen  Mikkola  is  expected 
to  retire.  For  the  time  being  there's  a  lot 
more  money  for  Hannah  to  earn  right  here 
in  America. 


As  for  the  Trans-AMA  Series,  it  is  now 
dead  as  the  classic  "F.uropean  versus 
American""  confrontation.  Only  three 
riders  came  over  in  1978  and  none  are 
likely  to  return  next  year,  now  that  there  is 
an  American  champion  backed  up  by  an 
armada  of  quick  young  stars  like  him.  But 
despite  the  lack  of  European  entries  the 
1978  Trans-.'\MA  Series  drew  huge  crowds 
of  spectati>rs.  more  than  at  any  other  out- 
door Series,  including  the  AMA  Na- 
tionals. 

The  Trans-AMA  Series,  with  its  tradi- 
tional t)uidoor  setting,  remains  popular 
among  the  true  motocro.ss  enthusiasts.  It  is 
now  the  onl\  outdoor  Series  where  all  the 
top  American  riders  can  compete  together 
on  the  same  tracks  at  the  same  time,  riding 
monster  500cc  class  bikes,  the  fastest  the 
sport  has  to  ofi'er.  Only  on  i>utdoor  tracks 
can  a  rider  show  his  real  skill  at  manhan- 
dling such  a  beast  of  a  machine  wiiiie 
racing  39  of  the  best  riders  in  the  country. 
The  Trans-AMA  Series  is  not  dead.  The 
names  may  have  changed,  but  the  racing 
remains  the  same. 


FINAL  RESULTS 
1978  TRANS-AMA  MOTOCR-; 
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'elcome  your  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think  are  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  volume 
lit  received,  we  cannot  return  any  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service  "  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  keep  them  as 
as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "Service,"  CYCLE  WORLD.  J  499  Monrovia  Ave.,  Newport  Beach,  Calif.  92663. 


JGGISH  GS550 

own  a  1977  Suzuki  GS550.  which 
IS  to  run  fine,  but  lacks  the  top  end  I 
k  it  should  have.  In  sixth  gear  it  won't 
past  8000  rpm.  nowhere  close  to  the 
)  rpm  red  line. 

^^e  reduced  the  airbox  restriction  by 
.wing  the  airbox  cover,  and  enrichened 
mixture  by  going  three  sizes  larger  on 
main  jet.  Neither  seemed  to  help, 
o  you  have  any  idea  what  the  problem 
d  be? 

Andrew  Gerlach,  Jr. 

Mt.  Holly.  N.J. 
'5  doubtful  that  a  serious  problem  ex- 
J  originally,  and  the  modifications 
ve  made  probably  didn  7  help  at  all.  For 
er\.  return  to  stock  main  jets,  or  at  most 
els  one  size  over  stock.  Three  sizes  up  is 
big  a  jump  for  a  stock  engine,  and  will 
illow  clean  carburetion  on  the  big  end. 
CM.  give  the  carbs  and  ignition  a  thor- 
'  going-over  Set  the  float  levels,  make 
all  jet  needles  are  in  the  stock  position. 


and  synchronize  the  carbs.  Clean  and  adjust 
the  points,  set  the  timing,  check  the  centrifu- 
gal advance,  and  replace  the  plugs,  if  neces- 
sary. 

At  this  point  you  should  have  a  clean 
running  stocker.  We  don't  advocate  lop- 
speed  testing  on  the  street,  hut  from  our 
dragstrip  tests,  your  GS  should  do  much 
better  than  8000  rpm  in  top  gear  Shift 
technique,  and  not  a  lack  of  power,  is  a 
potential  limiting  factor  At  8000  rpm  in  6th 
gear,  the  GS  is  running  at  93  mph.  If  you 
had  been  shifting  at  the  9500  rpm  redline, 
which  would  be  appropriate  for  ma.ximum 
safe  (for  the  engine)  performance,  you 
would  barely  have  gotten  into  5th,  as  redline 
in  4th  is  91  mph.  By  shifting  early-it's 
called  short-shij'ting—the  advantage  of  the 
6-speed,  close  ratio  gearbox  is  negated,  and 
the  relatively  .small  550  engine  just  doesn  V 
have  the  power  to  overcome  the  drag. 

Try  .shifting  al  redline  in  the  upper  gears: 
3-4. shift  at  77 mph,  4-5  shift  at  91  mph,  5-6 
.shift  at  102  mph.  By  shifting  at  these  speeds, 
our  test  GS550  was  able  to  attain  104  mph 


with  a  '/2-mile  run— yours  should  perform 
comparably. 

If  the  performance  is  still  way  off,  you 
should  have  the  engine  checked,  starling 
with  compression  readings.  Most  likely, 
however,  that  shouldn  V  be  necessary. 

SMOKING  SUZUKI 

1  have  a  1976  Suzuki  GT550  and  it's  of 
concern  to  me  to  find  out  why,  after  70 
mph  and  up  cruising,  there  is  always  a  little 
smoke  coming  from  my  exhaust  system. 
It's  not  a  terrible  lot  of  smoke  but  enough 
to  worr\'  me.  1  had  a  '73  GT550  and  do  not 
remember  that  one  doing  this.  Other^^'ise 
the  bike  runs  fine  and  is  thoroughly  satisfy- 
ing. Maybe  a  change  of  brands  of  oil 
would  cure  this? 

Paul  Phenix 
Fall  River,  Mass. 

Some  smoke  will  be  emitted  from  your 
two-stroke  Suzuki  any  time  the  engine  is 
running.  The  amount  of  smoke  usually  /  v> 


ASS  PACK  MUFFLERS 
>  onto  tlock  hMdars  with   1  '. 

$2*  v.iu..  Only  $14.95! 


SUPEH  AIM  HORNS 

Protect  yourself  fro-.i  cef«le«t  motoristfl 
These  sir  horr^s  arm  about  the  loudest 
available  for  any  motorcycle.  Contains 
two  chrome  trumpets,  eompraesor,  relay, 
tubing  and  hardware.  May  require  cus 
torn  Installation.  12  volt  only.  $35  value 

Otily  $19.95!  (jf? 


RLE  WARMER 
D  over  face  and  neck  protection.  Wati 
lellent.  nylon  and  polyester  consiru 
n.  Fastens  onto  eny  foil-face  helmi 
K  helmet  with  feca  shield.  $11,951 


OUTRIDER  CYCLE  COVERS 
Protect  your  bike  against  the  elements: 
sun,  snow,  rain,  dirt,  etc.  Waterproof  and 
iteat  retietant.  These  covers  are  dengneti 

to  do  the  job.  Vinyl  coated  .viih  cloTh 
backing.  Standard  model  (up  to  lOOOccI 
(irregular  colors!  $24.  value  $16.95! 
Over-windshield.  Fairing  &  Siiay  Bdr, 

S36  00  value  Only  $21.95! 


NEW  PRESTOLITE 
ELECTRONIC  IGNITION 
Seves:  FUEL- your  bike  is  always  tuned. 
MAINTENANCE  -composed  of  mainten 
ence-free  components.  MONEY-you'll 
never  need  an  ignition  tune-up  again. 
You  can  Install  it  yourself  —  it's  easyl 
For  Honde:  Ca350,  360T 
2^0  7^0  Fours.  GL1000. 

$70  00  value.  Only  $69  95! 


SPECIAL! 


■f-p  CYCLE  CRUISE  CONTROL 
as  all  dual  cabia  throttlM.  $10  vai 
Now  Only  $8.00! 


JIM  HUTCHINSON  STABILIZERS 
Special  ftala  on  shocks  for  all  Vainahai, 
Suzukis.  Kawasakit,  Triumph  and  oihsr  . 
•ve-to-«v«  models.  ComM  compt«t«,  in-  ■ 
eluding  springs.  Full  v^ar  warranty.  Stat*, 
make,  model  &  year.  Made  by  the  same 
peo[)lr  wi  o  make  r.at)fiel,  $80  value. 

Only  S49.95! 


CHROME  GAUGE  COVERS 
Add  to  the  looks  of  any  machine.  Each 
set  contains  two  covers,  one  for  Speedo/ 
one   for    Tach.   with   securing   ring  and 
hardware.  Installs  in  minutes  without  re- 
moving instruments  from  machine. 
Fits  Hondas   CB350F,  CB360,  400F, 
CB500,  550F,  BOOT,  7S0K.  F  ft  A,  and 
GL1000.  $14.95  value.     Only  $9  951 


ENGINE  TO  TIRE  PUMP 
Uses  engine  compression  to  Inflate  (irnt. 
Simply  replace  sparkplug  with  one  end 
of  hose  and  hook  other  end  to  your  tire. 
Kick  action  or  electric  starter  will  do  the 
rest.  Full  3'/i-ft.  hosa,  kit  includes  10. 
12,  14  mm  plug  adaptors.  $7.95 


MARCHAL  QUARTZ 
IODINE  HEADLAMP 
r  itt  any  motorcycle 
7"  headlamp,  bulb 
■  ri'  luded.  $28  value. 

$19.95 


610  W.  57th  St.. 
New  York,  N.Y. 


TM£  OUTtUDEK 

FOUR  CONVENIENT  LOCATIONS -COAST  TO  COAST 

570  S.  Broad  Ave 
Ridgefield.  N.J. 


10545  W.  Pico  Blvd. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


85  N.E.  167th  St.. 
N.  Miami  Beach,  Fla. 


MAIL  ORDER 

DIRECT 
AND  SAVE! 

TBte  oUTIUDEi^ 

FOR  MAN  AND  HIS  MACHINE 

Mail  Coupon  or 
Call  (201)  945-5533 
Telephone 
Credit  Cerd  Orders 
Processed  Immediately 

r — THE  OUTRIDEK  

MAIL  ORDER  DIVISION 

570  South  Broad  Avenue 
Ridgefield   NJ    076S7  1201)  94S-SS33 


SPACE-AGE  WINDSHIELD 
Solid  plexigleM,  ell-new  design.  18"  wide. 
Eeiv  tnltelletion  with  universal  mounting 
breckets.  $27  velue.  Only  SI  9.95! 


Name  . 


Address 

City,  State,  Zip. 


Mal(e,  model,  yr. 


Ou«n 

OeSCrtphon 

Color 

PnC« 

POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING 

urn 

Send  $2.00  for  new.  100- 

page  OUTRIDER  catalogue. 
MasterCharge  or 
VISA  Card  No.   


Exp.  Date 


SEND  CHECK  OR  ItlONEr  OMOER 
FOR  FULL  AKIOUNT  PLUS 
SALES  TAX  FOR  N  J  RESIDENTS 


FEBRUARY  1979/151 
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AT  LAST!  A  COMPLETE 
TIRE  GUIDE  &  CATALOG 


0.8.  CYCLE  TIBE 

GUIDE  a  MTUOO 

  .iw»   


WITH  FACTS  ON 

•  MOUNTING    •  BALANCING 

•  RATINGS       •  TIRE  CARE 

•  DESIGNS  CONSTRUCTION 

•  ACTUAL  MEASURED  SIZES 

THE  MOST  COMPLETE  SELECTION 
OF  MOTORCYCLE  TIRES  IN  U.S. 

CALL  OR  SEND  FOR  FREE 
TIRE  GUIDES  CATALOG 

CALL  TOLL-FREE 

800-521-4350 

IN  MICH.  CALL  313-334-2070 

US.  CYCLE  TIRE 


DEPTW29   BOX  659  'PONTIAC,  MM8056 


NAME  

ADDRESS. 

CITY  

STATE  


_ZIP_ 


GENUINE  HONDA  PARTS 
24  HOUR  MAIL  UPS  SERVICE 
OUR  50th  ANNIVERSARY 
I    State  Year,  Model,  Engine  &  Frame  Numbers. 
Our  new  parts  &  accessories  Catalog  is  available. 

Send  $1  lor  postage  and  tiandling,  S1.S0  for  air. 
'  N.V.SUte  call:  212/257-0230 

•920  FarmgutRd.,  Brooklyn  NY  11236 
Division  of  Carl's  Motorcyela  Salas,  Inc. 


SImichrome 
^  polish 


0mm 


Avoilable  ot  youf  (avonte  cvcie 
shop  n  not.  ordet  direct  — 
$2  05  per  tube,  3  for  $6  00 


America's  No  1  soiling 
^    cycle  polish  im- 
portsd  (rom  Germany, 
bcallent  lor  alumi- 
rSum.  maanesium, 
-  chrome  -  all  melolt. 


OEALEK:  Write  (or 
FREE  sample 


COMPETITION  CHEMICALS  •  Dept.  302 
P.O.  Box  141  •  Iowa  Foils,  lowo  50126 


small  enough  not  to  be  noticeable  when 
cruising,  though.  Oil  flow  on  the  GTS 50  is 
controlled  by  a  plunger-type  oil  pump.  Both 
engine  speed  and  plunger  travel  vary  the 
amount  of  oil  supplied  to  the  engine.  To 
adjust  the  oil  pump,  first  adjust  the  throttle 
cable.  Then  remove  the  seiscrew  from  the 
alignment  hole  of  the  righthand  carburetor, 
open  the  throttle  until  the  alignment  mark 
on  the  carb  slide  is  at  the  top  of  the  align- 
ment hole  and,  while  holding  the  throttle  in 
the  same  position,  check  that  the  alignment 
mark  on  the  oil  pump  adjusting  arm  meets 
with  the  mark  on  the  oil  pump  housing.  The 
oil  pump  is  located  at  the  rear  of  the  engine, 
on  top  of  the  transmission  case  and  is 
accessible  after  removing  a  chrome  plate. 

An  oil  injection  recycling  system  fitted  la 
all  Suzuki  Triples  beginning  in  1974  is 
another  reason  why  your  1976  GT550  will 
smoke  more  at  highway  speeds  than  the 
earlier  Suzuki  did.  The  earlier  bike  would 
load  up  with  excess  oil  in  the  crankcase 
during  low  speed  running  and  product  ex- 
cessive amounts  of  smoke  whenever  large 
throttle  openings  were  used.  The  recycling 
system  allows  the  cylinders  to  suck  excess 
oil  out  of  the  crankcase  at  normal  highway 
speeds  which  reduces  full  throttle  smoking. 
A  check  valve  at  the  bottom  of  each  cylinder 
can  also  contribute  to  excessive  smoking  if 
the  valve  is  stuck.  A  syringe  can  be  used  to 
check  the  check  valve.  If  the  syringe  can 
suck  in  air  but  can't  push  it  into  the  cylin- 
ders, the  check  valve  is  working. 

LEGAL  ENDURO 

For  about  a  year  now,  I  have  been 
competing  in  enduros  in  the  East  Coast 
Enduro  Association.  However,  most  en- 
duros require  the  bikes  to  be  street  legal. 
This  means  that  Japanese  enduro  bikes 
like  the  IT  and  PE  and  soon-to-be  XR 
models  cannot  technically  be  used  for 
what  they  are  intended.  So  rather  than 
continue  to  fasten  my  street  bike  license 
plate  to  my  IT175E,  1  am  trying  to  get  it 
legal  for  the  state  of  Maryland.  I  have 
bought  a  street  legal  taillight  to  replace  the 
stock  running  light.  My  problem  is  finding 
or  making  a  hot  wire  to  run  the  brakelight 
and  horn.  And  will  this  draw  on  the  mag- 
neto's output  too  much? 

Bruce  Goad 

Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

A  brake  light  and  horn  shouldn  V  overtax 
the  electrical  system  on  the  IT.  While  just 
about  any  hot  lead  from  the  magneto  will 
power  a  light  and  horn,  the  easiest  lead  is 
probably  the  hot  lead  to  the  light  switch.  In 
most  jurisdictions  a  squeeze-bulb  horn  will 
qualify  and  eliminate  having  to  wire  a  horn 
and  switch  onto  the  bike.  Check  with  a  local 
motor  vehicle  department  office  to  make 
sure  the  bulb  horn  will  qualify,  however 
Although  you  don't  say.  we  assume  your 


COMPLETE  $219.95 


>  Mounting  Bracket 

>  All  Fiberglass 

•  Windshield 

>  Running  Lights 

>  Turn  Signals 

•  Pocket  Covers 
wfPouch 


•  Pocket  Liner 

•  Lighter 

•  Black,  White,  Silver 

•  Polyurethane  Paint 

•  Decals 

•  9-pin  Wiring 
Hamess 


Optional.  Sanie  windshields  as  below  tor  Lee': 
Starr,  same  price 


REPLACEMENT  WINDSHIELDS 
FOR  WINDJAMMER  FAIRINGS' 

Standard  Size  24.9 

Standard  Size  w/Snap  Vents  29.9 

Extra  Tall  Size  2"  27.9 

Extra  Tall  Size  w/Snap  Vents  34.S 

Hand  Savers  29. £ 

Lower  Wind  &  Rain  Guards  13.S 


TEE'S. 


BankAmi 

P.O.  BOX  5882,  TUCSON,  ARIZONA  85 
WRITE  OR  CALL  (602)  294-5875 


LEAHN  it  AU.  . . .  THI  MOnHMNAL  «MVI 


PROl 


l.t'eirn  it  all  —  the  Professional  w 
with  NTl  Industry  Training  Syste 
NTI  is  a  professional  vocational 
stitution  dedicated  to  building  su 
talent  in  motorcycle  mechanics 
and  related  fields. 


Approvad  for  Vaiarans 

Call:  (301)  277-2286 
An  Accredited  Institution 


NimilMLTECMICALIIIiSTmiTE 

4810  Calvert  Road.  College  Park.  Maryland 

NAME   

AOORCSS  

STATE  ZIP  

AGE  PHOKI  

O  MARRIED   aSINClE   □  I  At!  A  VETtRAN 
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On: 


egal  taillight  includes  provisions  for  a 
lament  taillight -stoplight  bulb.  If  it 
,  trv  to  find  one. 

ides  the  lighting  equipment,  many 
equire  that  motorcycle  lights  operate 
ndenlly  of  the  engine  and  that  re- 
a  battery.  Signal  lights  often  are 
'd  by  states  as  well, 
toughest  problem  you  face,  if  the  IT 
78  or  '79  model,  is  meeting  emission 
rds.  Federal  regulations  establish 
rds  for  any  street  legal  motorcycle 
after  January  I,  1978.  Most  pure 
bikes  such  as  the  IT.  PE  or  soon-to- 
ll ondas  will  have  engines  not  cer- 
)  meet  federal  regulations.  The  cost  of 
ng  an  engine  is  clearly  beyond  the 
es  of  any  individual, 
nically.  it  is  probably  impossible  (o 
register  a  1978  or  later  IT  for  the 
It's  not  easy  to  register  an  earlier 
in  many  states.  But  it  can  be  done, 
first  place  to  start  is  at  your  local 
vehicle  registration  office.  Not  all 
vill  enforce  federal  law  in  the  same 
'•  and  not  all  motor  vehicle  offices 
'  state  registration  laws  in  the  .^ame 


CHANGES 

■ently  purchased  a  set  of  K  and  N 
tor  my  1978  550K  Honda.  Since  I 
;d  them,  the  bike  has  been  running 
at  high  rpm.  I  imagine  the  problem 
nuch  air.  not  enough  gas.  I  find  that 
isible  my  main  jets  are  unremovable 
tting  is  a  problem.  Could  you  give 
)re  details?  Is  it  possible  to  tune 
I  the  problem? 

Keith  Mathison 
Grand  Forks,  N.D. 

7  Jets  on  the  550  can  be  changed  and 

0  a  larger,  richer  Jet  may  help  allevi- 
ir  problem  hut  isn't  neces.varily  the 
lution.  For  one,  the  jetting  on  the 
5  part  of  the  emissions  control  pack- 

1  can  V  legally  be  changed  by  a  dealer 
hanic  without  violating  federal  law. 
ly  be  able  to  change  the  jets,  going  to 
Kt  larger  size,  without  violating  the 
mpering  law.  The  problem,  however, 
?  involved.  Honda  spent  hundreds  of 
esting  airbo.x  shapes  until  the  airbox 
1  the  550  was  devised.  The  shape  of 
box  forms  velocity  stacks  for  each 
id  is  designed  to  help  the  carbs  work. 
4t  the  velocity  stacks,  the  jetting  isn  V 


SMOKer 


Repeat 
after  me, 
Only  you..*! 


I|  A  Public  Service  of  This  Magazine 
I  &.  The  AdverrisinR  Council 


STAY  WARM 

with  the  unique 

APPLE 
WARMER 

•  keeps  rider's 
Adams'  apple  warm 

•  stops  eyes  from 
tearing 

•  prevents  hair  from 
tangling 

•  filters  out  dust  during  off-road  rides 

•  ideal  for  snow  mobiling 

•  no  drilling,  or  other  helmet 
modifications  necessary 

List  price  $12.95  OUR  PRICE  $9.95 

plus  S1  05  postage  &  handling 

Conn  residents  add  69C  Conn  Sales  Tax 

Plus  Special  Bonus! 

Our  giant  304-page  catalog  of  tools, 
accessories  and  clothing,  regularly 
$4.95,  free  with  every  Apple  Warmer! 

Cycle  &  Van  Accessories,  Unltd. 

One  of  America's  most  complete  Accessory 
Shops  for  trie  vanner.  or  rider  of  mopeds.  or 
Honda,  Suzuki,  Yamatia.  or  Kawasaki  bikes. 

483  W.  Main  St.,  Stamford,  Ct.  06902 

(US  Rt  1  at  West  Ave  .  1  block  Norlti  ol  1-95.  exit  6) 
(203)  325-2938 

VISA.  Master  Charge  or  Checks  welcomed 


Are  You  Il0¥ing«««? 

Please  let  us  know  at  least  8  weeks  before  changing  your 
address. 


Name  

New  Address 
City  


State- 


Zip- 


Please  affix  an  old  mailing  label  and  mail  coupon  to: 


If  you  have  any  questions  about 
your  subscription  attach 

LABEL 


To  subscribe,  check  one:   □  $9.98  for  1  year      □  $i  6.00  for  2  years 

□  $20.00  for  3  years  (add  $2.50  in  Canada 
and  $5.00  elsewhere  outside  U.S.) 

Send  to: 
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1     CYCLES  &  CARS 

■  Parts  &  Accessories 

1  DISTRIBUTOR 

■  Largest  Parts  and  Accessories 

■  Warehouse  in  the  Midwest 

■  Send  $1 .50  for  Parts  &  Accessory  Catalog 

1                 Refund  with  purchase  over  $10 

1  CARR'S  HONDA 

■  6800  N.  Clark 

■  Chicago,  IL  60626  312-274-7777 
1        State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 

■  juriTOt,  1 

SIDECAR 

KISTOKATONSINC 
314/241-9314 

luropaan  ^ 
■  Accaiioriai] 

SvrfSi  oaio  J 

a  ^ 

Oailtr  In^uirtM  ■ 
Invittd!  jrM 

THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  CLOTHING 
IN  THE  WORLD    Tfie  fmest  custom 

made  leathiers  for  ttie 
pleasure  or  sport  rider. 
Factory  direct  only. 
Catalog  available. 
Sand  *1.00  for  NEW  CATALOG 
(Refund  on  fim  ordsr) 

2443  S.E.  Dl  VISION. PORTIAND.  ORE  97202 


UNUSUAL  GOLD  JfWf  I RY  CaWog  35< 

Mcraerotte.  16Acodemy.  Bdlport.  NY  11713 


National^ 
Safety  m 
Councfl^ 


If  you  don't  like 
thinking  about  safety, 
think  where  you'd  be 
without  it. 


TAKE  OUR  PROVEN. 
40  LESSON  HOME 
STUDY  COURSE. 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 
(8001874-0645. 
IN  FLORIDA  CALL 
(904)  256  0295. 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  INSTITUTE 

1445  SKYTROOPER  ROAD  -  DAYTONA  BEACH.  FL.  32014 
I  —  —  SENOMOREINFORMtTIONTO  — —  —  —  — 


NAME  

ADDRESS- 


.  AGE. 


CITY  

STATE. 


.ZIP. 


I  PHONE  (. 


.VET. 


Advanced  Cycle  Products  16 

Allyn's  Honda/ Kawasaki   154 

American  Honda  5,  11-14,  54-55, 

62-63,  98-99  120-121,  124-125 

American  M/C  Inst   143,  154 

American  M/C  &  Marine  Inst  28 

American  M/C  School  24 

Bates  Leathers  20 

Blue  Diamond  16 

BMW  Motorcycles   110-111,113 

Bullworker  31 

Capital  Cycle  28 

Carl's  Honda  152 

Carr's  Honda   152 

Chevrolet  Truck   Cover  3 

Circle  Industries  26 

Competition  Chemicals   152 

Continental  Motosport  154 

Continental  Tires   18-19 

Crawford  House   26 

Cycle  City  154 

DG  Performance  130 

Ford  Truck  6 

Frank  154 

Arthur  Fulmer  30 

Harley-Davidson  22-23,  28-29,  66-67 

Honda  of  Mineola   17,  154 

Hooker  Headers  10 

Kawasaki  69-92 

Langlitz  Leathers  154 

Lee's  Rider  &  Cycle  Accessories  .152 

D.  Lewis  Ltd  143 

Maico  M/Cs   25 

Marlboro  41 

Monseratte  Co  154 

National  Hydron   24 

National  Technical  Inst  152 

Norfolk  M/Cs   154 

North  American  School  15 

Number  One  Products  128 

Outrider  151 

Parkhurst  Publishing   24 

Paser  Inst/Carbstix   16 

Per-Lux   27 

Powroll  Performance   28 

Revell  109 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Camel    Cover  4 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Real  64 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Winston  100 

Road  Rider  Magazine  154 

Ross-Seeley  Racing  154 

Schott  32 

Side  Car  Restorations   154 

Spartan  School  26 

Stamford  Kawasaki  153 

Toyota   126 

Triangle  Supply  154 

Universal  Bodybuilding   143 

U.  S.  Cycle  Tire  152 

U.  S.  Suzuki    21,  137-140 

Vetter  Fairings  35 

Yamaha  Cover  2,  49-51,  106-107, 

145-149 
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FORKING  BT  FRANK 

Fin*  fork  tubas,  apringt,  cablat, 
bracas.  hosat,  kickatandt.  Any 
langtfi,  including  stock  and  under. 
Precision  machined  from  ultra- 
sonically  tested  steel.  Easy  to 
install,  complete  kits. 
312-869-6792. 
FRANK  B47Pllner, 

Evanston,  IL  60202 


& 


Parts.  Mall  Order  Sendee  Worldwidi 

1010  Sunrise  Highway 

Amilyville,  NY  11701  PVPI  P  PITV 
Call  516  842  5771       U  I  ULC  Ul  I  I 


ROSSSEELEY  RAONG  CG 

Road  racing  and  cafe  racing  equipment  for 
discerning  rider  desiring  tfie  best  available  F 
sets,  clip  ons.  fairings,  Seeley  frame  kits 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  calaloc 
Norton         Ducati         Seeley  Co 
Read-Titan       John  Tickle  Triump 
Mont  Vernon  St..  Milford.  N.  H.  030 
1-603-673-6334 


Road  Rider  magazi 

for  file  foupinq  motorcijcllst 

$15  for  12  issues,  or  $1.50 
for  sample  copy  to:  RR, 
P.O.  Box  678,  Dept.  W, 
South  Laguiia,  CA  92677 


HONDA  PARTS 


state  Model  No  ,  year,  frame  &  engine  nos 
NEW  80pg  CATALOG      ^  ^ 

(tl  50  by  Air  Mail  anywhere  in  tne  world. < 


ONE  DAY  MAIL  WORLD 


HONDA  of  MINEOLA 

336  fericho  Tpke..  Mineola.  N.Y.  tl! 


BSA  Parts 

Kawasaki  Parti 

SHIPPED  SAME  DAY 
NORFOLK  Box  81.  Rte  lA 

MOTORCYCLES    Norfolk.  MA  020 
Call  (617)  384  : 


OOttOOOfWCHfiKHOtOOOOOOCKHHM 

390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5 
•  ACCESSORIES  • 
•  PARTS  •  MANUALS  • 

7   MOTORCYCLE  SUPP< 
LE  6016  W.  Oivsrsey  Aw< 
Chicago,  III.  60630 
CALL  (312)  237-1 


V 

9  24  Hr.  Tel.  Ser. 

H0HeHa«H0H0HeH»O«OCHMHCKH0H0H»O«a«i 


V^J  ACCESSORIES  SSffV 

kHO  CAUTOU.«H  '^'^^i 

^  800-423-5662 


f  Altyr 


HONDA  t  KAWASMI  PARTS  •  VISA  •  MASHR 
CHARGE  ACCEPTED  •  ORDERS  FILLED  IN  24  HRS. 

Allyn-.  Hond./K.w.t.kl  'SJ  y,,;;,'^;^; 


900  S.S.—  500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINKNTAL  MOTOSPORT 

893  King  St.  W  (CW2  — Sherbrooke,  C 

Caniada^19-5fc2^0233^^at^ 


O  IMIKUM  KIT 


:d  of  trying  to  tune  that  slobbering 
:arb  that  Maicos  come  with?  Krause 
g  can  eliminate  the  problem  for 
V  That's  what  it  costs  for  a  prc-jelled 
Mikuni  carburetor,  manifold,  and 
Mikuni  jets.  They  have  kits  to  fit 
I  all  250.  400.  and  450cc  Maicos. 
cl:  Krause  Racing.  Dept.  CW-2.  305 
rlh  Ave..  Northlake.  III.  60164.  (312) 
233 


STACK  CONVERSION  FOR 
R TS  I  ERS  &  SUPERGITDES 


all  1977-78  Hurley  Sportsters  and 
glides  with  factory  equipped  2-into- 
aust  systems.  This  kit  allows  you  to 
I  Drag  Specialties'  custom  firestacks 
ur  bike  without  replacing  the  stock 
r  pipes.  Includes  all  necessary  hard- 
lor  mounting.  Super  sound  and  per- 
nce  is  claimed.  The  22-in.  model 
1  or  29-in.  model  is  available.  Prices 
It  $49.95.  For  more  information  con- 
irag  Specialties  Inc.  CW-12.  P.O.  Box 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  55440  Tele- 
(612)  935-1000. 


CBX  BK;  BORE  KIT 


People  who  must  have  more  power  from 
their  Honda  CBX  Six  can  now  buv  an 
Il30cc  big  bore  kit  from  Ontario  Moto 
Tech  Corp..  formerly  Yoshima  Racing  Ser- 
vice. In  conjunction  with  an  Ontario  Moto 
Tech  6-into-2-into- 1  exhaust  system,  the 
big-bore  kit  shown  will  produce  145  tracta- 
ble horsepower  across  a  wide  powerband 
in  street  trim.  The  kit  includes  67mm 
10.5: 1  pistons,  wrist  pins,  wrist  pin  clips, 
rings,  head  gasket,  camshafts  and  Ontario 
super  strength  hardened  and  shot-peened 
chrome-moly  connecting  rods.  The  On- 
tario exhaust  system  for  the  CBX  (not 
shown)  is  available  with  street  (allowing 
use  of  centerstand)  and  racing  (for  un- 
limited ground  clearance)  tail  sections. 
Optional  racing  parts  available  from  On- 
tario include  a  ported  and  polished  cylin- 
der head  with  1mm  oversize  valves.  Full 
race  versions  of  the  Ontario  CBX  engine 
produce  more  than  160  horsepower.  Infor- 
mation is  available  from  Ontario  Moto 
Tech  Corp..  CW-2.  6850  Vineland  Ave.. 
Unit  18.  N.  Hollywood.  Calif.  91605  (213) 
766-7101. 


ATP  TURBO  EXHAUST 


American  Turbo-Pak  has  introduced 
this  new  exhaust  system  for  turbocharged 
motorcycles.  According  to  the  company, 
the  new  Spyder  exhaust  system  is  good  for 
two-tenths  of  a  second  in  the  quarter  mile 
and  better  low  end  and  mid-range  torque 
when  compared  to  other  turbocharged 
motorcycle  exhaust  systems.  The  new  sys- 
tem is  compatible  with  all  older  ATP  kits 
and  has  leak-proof  flange  mounts.  For 
more  information,  write  or  call  American 
Turbo-Pak.  CW-2.  251  E.  Stevens.  Santa 
Ana.  Calif.  92707.  (714)  557-7000. 


I  WO-I  ONE  SEATS 


Mr.  Scats.  Inc.  builds  two-tone  seat 
covers  for  motorcycles.  The  idea  is  that  you 
buy  the  seat  cover  and  install  it  over  the 
stock  seat  padding,  using  the  stock  cover 
fasteners  and  hooks.  For  example,  the  Mr. 
Seats  cover  for  the  Honda  CBX  is  silver 
and  black,  producing  a  stunning  efl"ect. 
According  to  the  company,  the  Stocker  GT 
seat  kit  comes  with  seat  cover,  adhesive 
and  instruction  for  assembly.  More  infor- 
mation is  available  from  local  dealers  and 
Mr.  Seats  Inc..  CW-2.  7312  Laurel  Canyon 
Blvd..  N.  Hollywood.  Calif.  91606,  (213) 
982-2340. 


WISCO  ROUGHRIDER 
BA1TERIES 


ESB  Wisco.  Inc..  a  division  of  ESB  Ray- 
O-Vac.  produces  American-made  motor- 
cycle batteries  said  to  withstand  vibration 
far  better  than  leading  competitive  bat- 
teries. According  to  the  company,  the  new 
Wisco  Roughrider  battery  out-tested  other 
top  batteries  in  a  U.S.  Ordnance  Vibration 
Test  (whatever  that  is)  by  a  two-to-one 
margin.  The  Wisco  Roughrider  has  a 
unique  internal  construction  with  shock- 
resistant  ABS  plastic  cover  and  flex-re- 
sistant container.  Ribbed  separators 
provide  better  internal  acid  circulation  and 
super-fine  active  plate  material  aides 
powerful  starts.  Wisco  Roughrider  bat- 
teries are  available  at  local  Wisco  dealers. 
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Kfferent  brutes  for  different  routes. 


'^herever  you  go— whatever  direction  your  kind 
fun  takes  you,  the  Brute  Force  will  get  you 
lere.  In  style. 

Maybe  it'll  be  one  of  the  exciting  and  popular 
hevy  Stepside  Sport  or  Fleetside 
ckups.  Maybe  it'll  be  the  brilliant- 
colored  Chevy  Van  Sport  or  the 
igged  Blazer  with  available  4WD. 
Whatever,  whichever,  the  Brute 


Force  is  some  bad  bunch.  Big  and  tough  and 
mean.  With  such  features  as  Massive  Girder 
Beam  suspension  (2WD  models),  computer- 
matched  brakes,  and  4-wheel  drive  (available  on 
Pickups,  Blazer,  and  Suburban).  The 
Brute  Force  is  right  there  when  the 
going  gets  tough. 

Chevy  Brute  Force.  Tough  on  or 
off  the  road. 


JSO^vyvLULicrLa.- 


BUIIT  TO  SIAY  TOUGH. 


t  1978  R  J  REYNOLDS  TOBACCO  C 


Try  the  solution. 
Ccimel  Liahts. 


Camel  Lights.  Finally,  a  cigarette  that  solves  the 
low  tar/low  taste  problem.  Because  only  Camel 
Lights  has  a  richer-tasting  Camel  blend 
formulated  for  low  tar  smoking. 
At  9  mg  tar,  it  delivers  all  the  satisfaction 
that's  been  missing  from  ordinary  low  tars. 

Satisfaction.  Only  9  mg  tar. 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


9  mg. "tar",  0.8  mg.  nicotii 
av.  per  cigarette  by  FTC  meih( 


iyeFullTests:Honda  X^SOOr 
ki  GS850,Yamaha  XSfiSO, 
aYZ250,iWlaico  iso^^ 

^^^^  ^^HF 

^^^^^m        ^^^S       ^i^^  UK60p 

^^V'^Kh^^^^  America's 
-^^^^^^^■^^^^  Leading 
I^P^^         ^H^^  Motorcycle 

vH^H^^  Publication 
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Inverted  Back 


Follow  instnjctlons  on  the  other  side 


a. 
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Inverted  Foldout  slip-sheet 


1.  Open  the  foldout  page 

2.  Insert  this  sheet  with 

1.  Front  side  touching  the  free  page 

2.  Arrow  pointing  to  the  fold 

3.  Slice  the  folded  edge 

4.  Close  the  page  and  slip-sheet 


Free  end 


— ~7Slip-sheet 


WHAT  HAPPENS 
¥rHEN  THE  HOTTEST 

SUPERNKES 
TO  HIT  THE  STREET  \ 

HITTHEROAD?«  I 


Dm  a  touring  point  of  view,  the 
S  Eleven  and  XS750  are  two 
"the  most  exceptional,  exciting, 
downright  exhilarat- 
ing motorcycles 
ever  to  travel  up  a 
two-lane. 


Last  year,  they  were  univer- 
illy  lauded  by  the  motorcycle 
•ess  for  their  ability  to  nego- 
ite  wide,  sweeping  turns,  climb 
lecipitous  mountain  highways 
id  eat  up  long  distances  swiftly 
id  surely 

This  year,  the  Eleven  and 
)0  are  getting  just  as  many 
Ive  reviews.  Because  all  the 
^tures  that  made  them  such 
iagnificent  tourers  are  back 
\mn.  And  then  some. 


Other  tour-appropriate 
amenities  include  five-speed, 
constant-mesh  transmissions, 
critically  tuned  for  peak  power 

Stnmg,  nmumxjue  fairing  features  a  large, 
sealed-beam  headlight,  running  lights, 
built-in  turn  signals,  even  a  cigarette  lighter 


{TiyCESAWlCATIOiL 

le  output  of  the  XS  Eleven 
d  XS750  is  tremendous,  to  be 
ke. 

But  not  only  are  their 
gines  incredibly  powerful, 
s/re  also  surprisingly  narrow. 

Which  makes  the  bikes 
narkable  handlers.  In  the 
ffest  winds,  on  the  steepest 
ades,  over  the  most  twisting, 
iring  backwoods  roads. 


Fully-locking  fiberglass 
saddlebags  are  ru^ed 
and  nxmy. 


You  can  take 
it  with  you, 
thanks  to  these 
two  large 
storage 
compartments 
with  locking 
doors. 


Cushy 

two-passenger 
seat  has  extra 
padding  for 
extra  camfirrt. 


transfer  Three-way  adjustable 
front  forks  and  five-way  adjust- 
able rear  shocks.  Big,  generously 
padded,  two-tiered  seats.  And 
our  superbly  efficient  shaft  drive, 
a  feature  that  provides  a  smooth- 
ness of  ride  uncharacteristic  of 
other  bikes  in  their  classes. 

RACKAGETOUR. 

Of  course,  if  you  prefer  to  dress 
for  the  outdoors,  Yamaha  has  a 
touring  package  that  should  suit 
your  style  fine. 

It  consists  of  genuine 
Yamaha  accessories,  so  the  colors 
coordinate  and  the  fittings  fit. 

You  get  (in  addition  to  the 
bike):  -  - 

A  sleek,  ft^ame-mounted 
fairing  with  headlight,  cigarette 
lighter,  two  large  storage  areas 
with  locking  doors,  built-in  turn 
signals  and  running  lights. 

A  thickly  padded,  deeply- 
contoured,  two-passenger  seat, 
an  indulgence  you'll  appreciate 
over  the  long  haul. 

Wide,  weather-resistant 
fiberglass  saddlebags  with 
plenty  of  storage  area. 

A  chrome  luggage 
carrier  for  an  extra 
suitcase  with  a  padded 
backi'est  for  an  extra 


passenger 

Try  on  the  Yamaha 
touring  package  at  your 
Yamaha  dealer  soon. 
It's  a  perfect  way  to  leave  home 
without  leaving  the  comforts 
of  home. 


Sturdy  dual  nickel  chivnie 
luggage  carrier  attaches  to 
cither  a  aishioned  backrest  or 
chrome  sissy  bar,  your  choice. 


Cl 


aerial 


performance  point  of 

le  XS  Eleven  and  XS750 
)  of  the  most  exceptional, 
g,  downright  exhilarating 
ycles  ever  to  breeze  up 
;vard. 


th  of  their  engines,  like 
four-stroke  configuraticms, 
led  on  one  fundamental 


On  the  contrary,  both  bikes 
have  enough  ready,  practical 
power  to  pull  out  and  pass 
traffic  in  any  situation.  Even 
when  traffic's  a  big  eighteen 
wheeler  spoiling  your  view  on 
the  freeway. 

The  Eleven's  UCBccDpHC 
four-cylinder  is  a  masterpiece, 
chock  full  of  Yamaha's  advanced 
technological  gems. 

Our  progressive  Vacuum 
Advance  System  calculates  and 
unfailingly  calls  up  a  strong 
thritie  response. 
Transistor  Controlled 
Ignition  electronically 
monitors  spark,  without  the 
use  of  mechanical  breaker 
points. 

Constant-velocity  Mikuni 
carburetors  guarantee  the  best 
air-fuel  mixture  under  all  oper- 
ating conditions. 

Still,  even  with  all  this,  the 


RUN  SUan^RUN  DEB>t 

In  place  of  conventional  chains, 
both  the  Eleven  and  750  sport 
Yamaha's  smooth,  quiet  shaft 
drive. 

This  dean,  fully-endosed 
drive  train  hooks  up  with  five- 
speed,  oonstant-mesh  transmis- 
sions to  provide  a  responsive, 
reliable  power  transfer  With 
practically  no  drive  train  noise 
to  interrupt  the  rapport  between 
you  and  the  road. 

What  sound  you  do  hear  is 
deep  and  commanding,  courtesy 
of  the  Eleven  and  750's  double- 
walled,  special  chrcxne  i^ted 
exhaust  systems. 

As  for  other  distinctions,  the 
Eleven  and  750  have  quite  a  few: 
Lightweight  cast  alloy  wheels. 
Front  and  rear  disc  brakes.  Self- 
cancelling  turn  signals.  FUll 
instrumentaticHi.  Quartz-halpgen 
headli^ts.  Automatic  petcock 


©  ©  ©  © 


en  overlooked  rule:  dorft 
)re  cylinders  than  you 

a  result,  the  Eleven  and 
e  the  narrowest,  nimblest 
n  their  dasses,  able  to 
long,  winding  roads  or 
ty  traffic  with  equal 
J.  A  fact  which  in  no  way 
pers  their  extraordinary 

lUt. 


engine  measures  a  mere  22/4 
inches  in  width. 

The  750's  powerplant  is  an 
original— the  only  triple  among 
75()cc  high-performance  motor- 
cycles. And  those  three  cylinders 
dde  out  as  mudi  raw  power  as 
any  four-cylinder  750  around. 

Naturally  the  750's  engine 
has  nearly  all  the  features  of  the 
Eleven's  vaunted  mill.  And  it 
also  boasts  liknaha's  new  elastic 
engine  mounts.  So  engine  vibra- 
tion to  the  fiame  is  s^nificant^ 
reduced 


valves.  And  more. 

The  1979  XS  Eleven  and 
XS750.  If  you  can't  decide 
whether  you  want  a  motorcycle 
to  cruise  on  or  tour  on,  it's 
perfectly  all  right 

Because  with  these  bikes, 
you  dorft  have  to  decide. 

YAMAHA 

Whmyou  know  how  they're  built 
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by  Allan 

THE  PURSUIT  OF  QUALITY 

s  is  well  known  by  anybody  who  ever 
^%  wrote  a  letter  to  this  magazine.  1  am 
terribly  slow,  always  behind  in  my  corre- 
spondence, a  character  flaw  mentioned 
here  because  I  am  thinking  about  some- 
thing inspired  by  letters  inspired  by  mate- 
rial that  appeared  in  this  magazine  so  long 
ago  that  the  reader  may  have  forgotten. 

The  subject,  though,  is  always  new  to  all 
of  us:  how  many  ways  can  we  measure 
quality,  and  do  we  have  to  do  it?  And  if  so. 
why? 

Back  to  the  letters.  One  came  from  a 
man  who  was  puzzled  by  our  delight  in  the 

I*' 

But.  There  is  no  way  to  put  an  obj 
value  on  what  amounts  to  the  pert 
quality  of  a  motorcycle.  If  you  want 
and  low  maintenance,  the  GS550  is  i 
CX500.  though,  has  water  coolinj 
shaft  drive  and  sits  like  your  favorite 
and  bristles  with  engineering. 

The  Laverda  looks  nice.  The  engin 
delight  to  the  eye.  To  sit  in  the  saddU 
picture  Imola.  Laguna  Seca.  Lot 
Crouching  over  the  bars  is  enough  t< 
10  percent  to  your  confidence  in  your 
Is  there  value  in  having  the  fastest?  Si 
it  fun  to  talk  about  all  the  modern  to 
vour  bike  has?  Sure.  Is  there  a  rew£ 
having  a  machine  nobody  else  ha; 
which  all  the  other  riders  want  to  Ic 
and  talk  about?  Darn  right. 

Even  in  the  office,  we  don  t  hav 
same  values.  Steve  and  John  lik 
powerful  motorcycles.  So  John 
GS 1000  Suzuki  and  Steve  has  an  850 
Guzzi.  which  are  about  as  diflerent 
big  powerful  bikes  can  be.  1  have  a  2 
brain  and  ride  ofl'-road  with  the  pr 
intent  of  Not  Falling  Down.  Ron  fig 
500cc  dirt  bike  is  fine  until  som 
comes  out  with  a  stroker  kit  and  wh 
do  off-road  is  open  the  throttle  unl 
flash  past  the  checkered  flag.  Never 
that  I  still  fall  down  and  he  still  c 
finish  races.  When  we  say  the  te; 
collective  opinion  that  means  wt 
shouting  matches  and  pare  dowr 
other's  superlatives  until  we  have  th( 
point  of  a  bike  nut  survey. 

This  collecting  thing  is  another 
For  some  reason  money  is  impor 
don't  know  any  human  activity  yo 
defend  on  the  grounds  you  get  paic 
And  try  to  explain  that  you  do  anyth 
fun. 

In  consequence  we  have  begun  t 
excuses,  i.e.,  1  am  gonna  keep  th 
because  some  day  it  will  be  worth 

Counter-productive.  I  think.  If  y< 
continued  on 

Laverda  500.  He  wondered  at  our  ap- 
proval, seeing  as  how  the  Laverda  is  classi- 
fied with  the  Honda  CX500  and  the  Suzuki 
GS550.  both  of  which  have  more  power 
and  more  speed  and  sell  for  a  lot  less. 

He  picked  two  fine  examples.  As  will 
appear  later  in  this  month's  parade,  we've 
just  completed  the  longterm  test  of  the 
GS550  and  the  only  comfort  to  be  taken  in 
its  return  is  that  we  have  on  order  a  CX500. 
Good  machines,  both  of  them. 

Even  so  .  .  . 

The  second  letter  looks  at  the  same 
thing  from  a  different  place.  Man  has  an 
old.  uh.  make  that  older.  Honda,  a  CB200 
and  he's  wondering.  Should  he  buy  a  new 
bike,  should  he  keep  the  present  one  and 
will  the  CB200  ever  become  a  collector's 
item.  i.e..  will  it  be  worth  money  some  day? 

Speaking  as  a  man  who  sold  for  $50  the 
exact  model  Harley  later  to  be  known  as 
the  finest  Harley  of  all.  a  certified  treasure 
now  darn  near  worth  its  weight  in  gold.  1 
am  the  last  man  on  earth  to  guess  about 
that.  I  don't  even  care.  I  have  lost  money  by 
selling  too  soon  and  made  money  by  not 
selling,  except  that  1  made  the  money  on 
paper  because  I  haven't  sold  at  all.  I'd 
rather  have  the  machine  than  the  money 
and  it's  my  hope  to  persuade  would-be 
investors  not  to  do  it. 

Meanwhile,  back  to  the  sporting  mid- 
dleweights. 

Baseline  here  is  that  motorcycles  are 
dift'erent.  Not  just  from  cars  and  trucks  and 
boats  and  bicycles  and  airplanes,  but  from 
each  other.  Due  to  my  good  fortune  in 
working  here  1  get  to  ride  all  manner  of 
motorcycles  and  1  never  fail  to  be  im- 
pressed anew  with  how  diff"erent  they  are. 
The  750  group  test  last  year  (which  didn't 
come  ofi" quite  the  way  I'd  hoped  but  never 
mind  that)  was  a  case  in  point.  Just  be- 
cause it's  a  750  doesn't  mean  it's  like  all  the 
other  750s.  Each  model  has  its  own  charac- 
ter and  feel. 

What  we  do  in  the  lest  procedures  and 
with  our  wonderful  new  on-board  com- 
puter is  collect  facts.  We  can  determine 
how  fast  each  one  is  to  60  and  for  the 
quarter  mile  and  so  forth.  We  can  do  a 
reasonably  accurate  job  of  reporting  how 
many  miles  per  gallon,  what  the  bike 
weighs,  etc..  and  we  list  all  the  specs  and 
how  much. 

That's  only  part  of  it.  We  intend  with  the 
words  in  each  test  to  talk  about  the  rest  of 
if.  what  the  bike  is  supposed  to  do.  how  the 
various  engineers  tackled  the  problems 
and  what  those  problems  were.  Well  and 
good. 
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rhe  1979 

londa  CB750F. 

been  tough  for  you  out 
here  in  the  750  cc  market- 
ilace.  The  Honda  CB750S 
re  the  most  popular  super- 
ikes  in  history.  But  their 
ecent  competition  has  also 
een  well  received.  Even  the 
ench  racers  cant  agree, 
/hat  are  you  going  to  do? 

/ell  for  starters,  you're 
oing  to  sit  back  and  relax 
ecause  the  battle  is  over, 
he  all-new  1979  Honda 
B750F  offers  to  the  750  en- 
husiast  what  the  Incred- 
}le  CBX  does  to  its  rider 


Ch«ck  our  sycs  against  thalrs. 

CB750F  Competition 

Four-cylinder  DOHC 

engine        

Four  valves  per  cylinder       

Centralized  spari<  plugs       

Inverted-tooth  silent- 
type  cam  chains        

Pointless  Inductive 

ignition         

European  styling        

Four  30  mm  CV 
carburetors  with 

accelerator  pump        

Two-stage  damping 

shocks        

All-aluminum 

Comstar  ■  wheels  

Tubeless  tires  

Exhaust  header  pipes 
tuck  in  under  frame 
tubes  for  great 
cornering  clearance  .... 

Over  1750  dealers 
across  America   


Advanced  technology 
based  on  the  world  Cham- 
pionship Honda  RGB  endur- 
ance racers.  Meticulous 
engineering.  Subtle  atten- 
tion to  detail.  And  perform- 
ance that's  destined  to 
become  the  standard  for  its 
class.  Check  out  its  impres- 
sive list  of  features.  And 
check  out  the  competition, 
too.  The  answer  will  be 
clear  The  new  1979  Honda 
CB750F  has  Just  reopened 
the  gap. 


co/HC  strong! 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 
protection.  Availability  may  be  limited. 
For  free  brochure,  write:  American 
Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept  CW39CB, 
Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247.  See 
Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer. 
01979  AHM. 


FOR  PAVEMENT  AND  DIRT 


niQRtcK 

440 

The  Martek  440  is  a  compact,  reliable, 
high  performance  solid  state  electronic 
ignition  which  operates  with  a  unique  opti- 
cal trigger  Designed  especially  for  the 
Honda  350,  400,  500,  550  &  750  fours, 
and  Kawasaki  KZ  650  (440),  Kawasaki 
900  A  1OO0  fours  (440K)  and  the  Suzuki 
750  8,  1000  fours  (4405),  the  Martek  440 
delivers  totally  accurate  firing  power 
through  an  unequalled  mfrared  light  emit- 
ting diode  system  — the  most  modern  sys- 
tem on  the  market  today!  Timing  problems 
and  points  are  completely  eliminated:  m 
fact,  the  440  fits  entirely  behind  the  points 
cover  Install  it  on  your  new  bike  or  on  your 
present  machine.  Your  motorcycle  means 
a  lot  to  you;  now  gel  the  full  power,  quick 
starts  and  high  performance  you've  always 
wanted  Three  year  factory  guarantee. 
($98.95) 


You've,  put  $  tot  of  money  irtto  your  bike, 
now  get  the  best  out  of  if  with  a  computer- 
l^ed  high  performance  electronic  ignition. 
The  Martek  1000  solid  state  electronic 
ignitions  for  the  Honda  Gold  Wing  (1000) 
1970  A  up,  Harley-Da  vidsons  (1000H-D), 
BMW's  (1000BMW)  and  the  Yamaha  650 
twin  (1000YT),  RD350  &  R0400  (1000Y) 
will  give  your  road  bike  that  high  perform- 
ance you've  wanted  for  so  long.  You  will 
get  more  spark  energy  for  quicker  starts, 
longer  plug  life,  reduced  maintenance 
costs,  fewer  tune-up  hassles  and  in- 
creased dependability!  Using  the  perform- 
ance-proven "Hall  Effect"  magnetic  sensor 
for  firing,  the  f^artek  1000  completely 
eliminates  points  and  timing  is  extraordi- 
narily precise  — delivering  lull  punch  from 
every  fuel  charge.  Go  lor  it!  'Three  year 
factory  guarantee.  (1000H  D.  1000  BMW. 
1000Y,  1000YT  — $109.95: 1000  — $98.95). 


G0-3SO  ia-soo 


Designed  to  meet  the  unique  ignition 
needs  of  today  s  large  displacement 
four-stroke  singles,  the  Mototek 
CD-350  or  CD-500  will  deliver  the  posi- 
tive power  your  thumper  reguires.  High 
energy  Mototeks  deliver  fast  starts,  cou- 
pled with  better  operating  performance  — 
and  points  are  completely  eliminated ' 
Mototeks  are  unaffected  by  engine  heat, 
dirt  or  moisture,  so  you  can  keep  your 
mind  on  your  riding  and  not  on  your  igni- 
tion system.  This  reliability  is  provided  by 
the  proven  "Hall  Effect"  sensor  Precision 
timing  gives  full  ignition  power  over  the 
entire  timing  range.  Both  units  operate 
Independent  of  the  battery.  Get  total  per- 
formance and  maximum  reliability  from 
your  motorcycle  — get  a  Mototek  CDI. 
One  year  factory  guarantee.  ($89  95) 


molottR 
G0-Ci»-3I 

These  are  two  top  performers  for  2-  and 
4-stroke  singles  with  flywheel/magneto 
ignitions.  (Choice  depends  on  coil  sys- 
tem.) Both  operate  completely  indepen- 
dent of  the  battery  and  give  strong, 
maximum  response  on  every  ride.  Each 
completely  eliminates  points  so  tune-ups 
will  be  fewer  and  cheaper  tor  you  You  get 
higher  performance  in  quicker  starts  and 
more  consistent  power  through  accurate 
firing  control.  A  high  energy  MOTOTEK 
CDI  ensures  that  you  will  get  maximum 
power  and  maximum  voltage  at  the  proper 
instant  — and  the  full  fuel  charge  is  used 
every  time.  Also  available:  CDI  REPLACE- 
MENT RACING  IGNITIONS.  These  Moto 
tek  GDIs  replace  the  stock  coil  and  "black 
box"  to  give  more  spark  advance  and 
higher  RPM  power  than  factory  GDIs.  One 
year  factory  guarantee. 
(CD-15  $59.95;  CD-31  $69.95). 


*  Other  models  available.  Send  50c  lor  our  1979  catalog  and  decal. 
_       .      ^       .         3609  W.MacArthur  Blvd..  Santa  Ana,  CA  92704 

Products,  Inc.  714/7517901 


coniinued  from  page  S 
a  machine  because  it's  going  to  make 
rich,  and  it  doesn't,  you've  lost  both  m- 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  bike.  Fun 
when  somebody  buys  a  motoaycle  a 
investment,  he  drives  up  the  prices  fo< 
rest  of  us.  However,  if  you  keep  the 
becau.se  you  like  it.  and  then  it  becc 
valuable,  you  can  justify  having  the  U 
and  when  it  gets  crowded  out.  vou've; 
your  fun  and  been  paid  for  it.  too. 

Or  you  can  just  enjoy.  When  we 
planning  our  B-to-V  ride,  also  deep: 
this  month's  forest.  I  was  talking  wj 
lady  whose  immediate  family  incl; 
nine  dirt  bikes  for  four  people.  She', 
preparing  her  10-year-old  Kawasaki 
this  for  a  140-mile  ride  through  sand|| 
snow.  Why?  Because  she's  had  the  i 
for  nine  years  and  it's  always  slartell 
one  kick  and  never  stopped  of  its 
accord  und  she  likes  it. 

Alternatively,  you  can  find  the  old  I 
good  home.  When  my  16-year-old  w 
we  bought  him  an  Indian  50.  Good  b 
ner  bike.  He  rode  it  for  a  year  wi 
laying  a  wrench  on  it.  No  compressic 
we  blew  $12  on  a  new  piston  with  ring 
it  went  another  year.  When  the  kidl 
grew  it.  it  was  parked  in  a  corner  a 
barn.  Joe  and  I  got  it  out  every  so  ofte' 
fired  it  up.  Didn't  ride  it.  but  couldn't' 
to  throw  it  out.  Finally  a  friend  v. 
young  daughter  paid  us  $50.  the  bikfj 
ing  been  left  in  the  barn  for  too  long  t 
at  first  kick.  His  daughter  loves  it  a 
some  day  the  Indian  Museum  offers 
sands  of  dollars  for  an  original  Junic 
54.  the  money  1  don't  get  will  be  coui^ 
by  the  knowledge  that  the  Indian  spl 
useful  life  doing  what  it  was  suppo! 
do:  help  kids  enjoy  motorcycling. 

Henry  has  gone  me  one  better  c 
He  has  room  for  only  six  bikes 
garage.  When  he  gets  another,  as  \ 
did.  a  KSS  Velocette  in  a  basket.  I 
nates  a  previous  machine  to  the 
school  district.  Honest.  There's  ever 
write-off.  1  believe.  The  high  school  i 
cycle  shop  class  rebuilds  the  do 
equipment  and-l  know  this  for  a 
Henry  goes  to  the  shop  and  visi 
former  wheels. 

What's  the  point  of  all  this'?  OlM 
being  a  slippery  way  to  apologize  foi 
behind  in  my  letters.  1  mean? 

This.  Every  motorcycle  is  difi 
Every  rider  is  different.  If  we  wererl 
all  be  out  there  in  cars.  We  each 
right  to  march  to  our  own  drumbe? 
choice  between  E.T.  and  shaft 
ground  clearance  and  load  capacitj 
legality  and  wheel  travel,  is  a  chc 
each  get  to  make  for  ourselves  ai 
hear  it  for  the  free  enterprise  systf 
no  trade  barriers. 

When  you  pick  out  your  bike. 

Get  what  vou  like. 


Oc\,,  J   .  i.dteija! 


The  new  Bell  Moto  III. 
I  and  back.  Tested  and  developed  by  champions  like  Bob 
innah,  Roger  DeCoster.  Larry  Roeseler  and  other  super  stars. 

The  new  Moto  III  sets  new  helmet  standards  with  its 
iibination  of  safety  and  comfort  features:  smaller. 
Iter  fibergkiss  shell  for  better  balance.  Contoured  to  pro- 
t  nose,  mouth  and  chin  (eliminates  need  for  face  masks), 
tied  air  vents  for  increased  air  supply.  The  first  integral 


dust  filter.  New  fade-resistant  finish,  in  red.  yellow  or  white. 
Five-snap  Halman-typc  visor.  Distinctive  Bell  graphics. 
Snell  75  and  DOT  approved. 

Bell's  new  Moto  III  is  the  first  in  a  new  helmet  genera- 
tion. Made  to  protect  all  riders  who  like  to  win  or  play 
hard,  come  hell  or  high  water.  ^<^^ss>^ 

Bell  Helmets,  inc..  15301  Shoemaker 
Ave.,  Norwalk,  CA  90650.  ^mmm^ 


What  made  Dean  Pasch, 
stimtman  for  Captain 

Astroblitz,  fall  fourteen  stories 

before  his  cue? 

The  KZIOOO  Shaft. 


'ean  could  feel  the  urge  coming  as  he 
erched  high  above  the  cameras.  Far  below 
im  his  KZIOOO  Shaft  seemed  to  beckon. 

Ever  since  he  bought  the  KZIOOO  Shaft, 
)uring  fever  had  got  him.  The  marriage  of  a 
laft  drive  to  the  legendary  KZ  had  given 
irth  to  a  whole  new  machine  dedicated  to 
noothness  and  performance.  There  were 
lough  bumpy  rides  in  a  stuntman's  life 
ithout  his  bike  dishing  out  more. 

Then  there  was  performance.  Of  the  kind 
3U  can  only  get  from  the  lOlScc,  4-stroke,  4- 
y^linder,  DOHC  KZ  engine.  A  new  transistor 
3ntrolled  breakerless  ignition  (no  points) 


starts  the  fires  this  year  The  new  automatic 
cam  chain  tensioner  is  one  less  thing  for  you  to 
do.  The  new  accelerator  pump  carburetor  takes 
the  hitch  out  of  your  giddyup.  There  are  drilled 
disc  brakes.  A  combination  steering  and  ignition 
lock,  and  complete  instrumentation.  Even  a 
fuel  gauge. 

Dean's  mind  just  wasn't  on  his  work  that  day. 
And  as  he  leaned  a  little  further  over  the  ledge 
to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  KZIOOO  Shaft,  its  cast 
alloy  wheels  and  classic  black  engine  and  the 
unique  graphics,  an  urge  to  ride  seemed  to  come 
from  the  motorcycle  itself. 

That's  Kawasaki.  Ready  when  you  are,C.B. 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  Don  Wayne 
abandon  his  Trans-Am? 

The  KZIOOO  LTD. 


Kawasaki  believes  in  riding  safely.  Check  local  laws  before  you  ride.  Member  of  AM  A,  MIC  and  MSF. 


Don,  himself,  couldn't  explain  it.  It  sneaked 
up  on  him.  An  irresistible  urge,  as  though 
the  LTD  had  plucked  him  from  his  can 

There  was  something  about  the  custom 
styling  and  special  graphics  that  straight- 
ened your  back  and  let  you  walk  real  easy. 
It  was  one  of  a  kind.  Lowdown,  mean,  and 
eye-grabbing... a  strictly  limited  edition. 

And  to  that  you  had  to  add  the  power 
After  all,  when  you  got  down  in  that  body- 
contoured  custom  stepped  seat,  you  were 
sitting  over  a  lOlScc,  4-stroke,  4-cylinder, 
double  overhead  cams,  KZ  engine. 

A  machine  to  move  you  and  thrill  you 


with  all  the  muscle  you  could  ever  need. 

Could  it  be  the  all  new  features  of  the 
LTD?  The  vacuum-controlled  accelerator 
pump  carburetor  that  gives  you  quicker 
acceleration.  Or  the  automatic  cam  chain 
tensioner?  The  newly  designed  cast  alloy 
wheels  with  a  16"rear  tire?  Was  it  the  dual 
front  and  single  rear  drilled  disc  brakes, 
or  that  extra  low  center  of  gravity  that  kept 
you  smiling  through  the  comers? 

Nobody  was  really  sure. .  .but  without 
the  LTD  they  knew  they  were  missing 
something.  Something  they  could  only  get 
from  a  Kawasaki. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


It^  orange.  Ana  if  s  ripe 


o  ut  on  the  dirt  of 
America,  there  are  far 
fewer  oranges  than  reds 
and  yellows.  No  matter  We  grow 
our  Can-Am  motocrossers  to 
outperform  the  opposition,  not  out- 
number them. 

Since  it  first  started  life  with 
impressively  powerful,  bulletproof 
engines  developed  by  our  own 
Rotax  division,  the  MX  line  has  been 
ripening  steadily  It  has  shed  weight, 
sprouted  38  x  270  mm  magnesium 
air  forks,  a  fully  floating  rear  brake. 


a  low  center-of-gravity 
chromoly  frame.  And  a 
reputation  for  handling 
performance  to  match  its 
powerplant  performance. 
This  is  the  picking  season.  We've 
made  dozens  of  improvements  in 
our  oranges  to  suspension,  steer- 
ing, engine,  clutch,  gearbox.  And 
the  only  part  of  them  you  could 
mistake  for  red  or  yellow  is  the 
price. 

MX-5  is  ready 
And  the  time  for 
you  to  switch  to 
Can-Am  is  ripe. 


BOMBARDIER 


can-am 

motorcycles 


®*Trademarks  of  Bombardier  Limited 
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V  .  .  .  A  GOOD  BUY 

March  of  this  year  I  again  began 
ng  over  the  market  offerings.  After 
dering  several  different  bikes  in  vari- 
ize.  price  and  color  categories  I  chose 
8  Yamaha  SR500E.  Light,  agile  and 
f  torque  made  it  very  enjoyable, 
th  the  north  winds  that  are  so  prev- 
here  in  northern  Texas  the  coming  of 
lused  me  to  look  for  a  more  powerful 
It  for  my  winter  riding.  The  SR500 
vouldn't  cut  it  if  mounted  with  a 
lebar  fairing.  So,  the  next  course  of 
1  was  to  seek  a  trade-in  for  the  one 
r.  A  few  dealers  weren't  even  inter- 
in  looking  at  my  bike  considering  the 
•in  I  was  offered.  I  stopped  into  the 
BMW  dealer,  just  for  the  heck  of  it, 
isked  the  price  of  the  1978  BMW 
7  and  felt  as  if  I  were  out  of  place.  I 
juldn't  leave.  The  price  was  high,  but 
lat  quality.  It  had  to  be  the  "Kill  for" 
e.  I  had  always  admired  the  horizon- 
opposed  Twin  but  never  thought  I 

afford  it.  I  confronted  the  owner  of 
ealership  as  to  trade-in  value  on  the 
nd  to  my  surprise  he  offered  me  more 
I  paid  for  the  Yamaha.  I  just  had  to 

it!  I  went  home,  refinanced  the 


Oldsmobile  and  traded  myself  into  a  new 
Beemer.  Now  get  this.  I  stopped  in  to  pick 
up  my  tags  for  the  bike  from  the  dealer  and 
he  advises  me  that  BMW  just  started  a 
'bonus'  program  on  R80/7  and  I  am  en- 
titled to  a  Luftmeister  Fairing  and  BMW 
Motobags.  Just  pay  the  freight  and  they're 
yours.  Dynomite! 

Bob  Maloney 
Amarillo,  Tex. 


SUZUKI  TS125 

I'm  dropping  this  line  to  compliment 
you  on  a  fine  publication  and  one  to  which 
I'll  resubscribe. 

In  New  York,  I  just  got  finished  stowing 
away  my  old  reliable  steed  for  another 
winter.  The  bike,  my  first  and  only,  is  a 
1975  Suzuki  TS125.  She's  absolutely  bul- 
let-proof and  proved  able  to  take  the  igno- 
rant mistakes  dished  out  by  a  beginner. 

Now,  the  bike  is  far  too  small  but  I'll 
license  it  until  I  get  up  the  funds  to  buy  a 
super-Suzuki.  However,  a  corner  in  my 
garage  will  always  be  reserved  for  the  TS. 

John  A.  Balli 
Kinderhook,  N.Y. 


WARNING  FROM  NORWAY 

I'd  like  to  inform  riders  and  motorcycle 
enthusiasts  all  over  the  world  what's  going 
on  in  my  own  country,  and  what  might 
happen  to  you  too  one  day  if  you  do  not 
keep  your  eyes  open. 

As  a  shock  for  all  two  wheelers,  the 
Norwegian  government  is  considering  to 
carry  out  the  strictest  motorcycle  legisla- 
tion in  the  world,  from  January  I,  1979. 

The  former  rules  about  wearing  a 
helmet,  and  using  lights  day  and  night 
have  met  positive  reactions,  but  now  our 
bureaucracy  will  forbid  bikes  with  more 
than  400cc  and  you  have  to  be  20  years  old 
to  ride  any  bike  between  100  and  400cc. 
This  is  looked  upon  as  a  threat  against  the 
motorcycle  as  a  conveyor  and  a  hobby  by 
our  different  motorcycle  associations. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  we  are  living  in  a 
well  developed  dehiocracy.  The  govern- 
ment intends  to  reduce  the  number  of 
accidents,  but  it  is  not  proven  that  the 
superbikes  have  the  most  accidents.  Re- 
search by  the  motorcycle  associations 
shows  that  the  cars  are  guilty  in  75  percent 
of  the  cases  where  there  is  a  collision 
between  a  car  and  a  motorcycle.  This  is 
itinored  h\  our  bureaucrats  and  the  motoi> 


MAKE  MONEY  FIXING  JUST  ONE  MOTORCYCLE* 


No  Previous  Experience  Neeiled 


If  you  like  to  ride  a  cycle 
for  fun  . .  .  learn  how  to  fix 

it  for  profit!  Can  you  imagine 
a  better  way  to  earn  your 
living  whether  you  choose  to 
work  in  a  cycle  shop  for  someone 
else  or  decide  to  start  your  own  i 
cycle  repair  business? 

Now,  thanks  to  North  American 
there's  a  fast,  easy  way  to  get  train- 
ing at  home  in  your  spare  time. 
No  need  to  quit  school  or  your  job. 
Experts  show  you  step-by-step 
everything  from  minor  tune-ups 
to  major  overhauls. 

CYCLES  ARE  BIG  BUSINESS 

...AND  SO  IS  FIXING  THEM! 

More  than  5  million  cycles  are  registered  In  the  U.S. 
iday.  Plus  an  estimated  million  more  dirt  bikes.  And 
ey  all  need  maintenance.  Opportunities  vary  In  different 
eas.  and  we  cannot  promise  you  a  job,  but  we  will  be 
ad  to  send  you  survey  results  showing  the  employment 
iccess  of  our  graduates. 


TRAIN  AT  HOME  IN 
:         .SPARE  TIME 


Be  a 


iti 


1 


Special  Cycle  Tools  and  Test  Instru- 
ments included  to  start  you  fast! 

Professional  tools  plus  your  North 
American  "know-how"  help  you  become 
a  skilled  mechanic.  We  include 
wrenches,  sockets,  gauges,  test  instru- 
ments and  more  to  get  you  started  fast! 
Yours  to  use  during  training .  .  .  yours 
to  keep  In  your  action-packed  career  as 
a  motorcycle  mechanic. 


Motorcycle 
Mechanic. 

EXPERTS  SHOW  YOU  WHAT  TO  00.  HOW  TO  00  IT 


According  to  a  survey  made  by  a  leading  publication,  motor- 
ycle  mechanics  average  over  $800.00  a  month.  And  if  you  work 
for  yourself  and  charge  typical  prices,  you  might  make  even  more. 
How  much  you  can  charge  for  any  job 
will  depend  upon  the  competition  in 
your  area  and  the  quality  of  your  work. 
And,  of  course,  how  quickly  you  do  the 
job  also  determines  how  much  money 
you  will  make.  But  it's  not  the  money 
alone  —  just  think  of  the  satisfaction  in 
knowing  you've  got  the  best 
performing  bike  in  town. 

SEND  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 

Get  all  the  facts  now  .  .  .  without 
obligation.  Be  atnong  the  first  in  your 
neighborhood  to  cash  in  on  profits  in 
motorcycle  repair  ^ ^^^^^ 


Accredited 
Member, 
National  Home 
Study  Council 


■  Coreerj  by  Home  Study 

I  NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR 

I  4500  Campus  Dr.,  Dept  EB029  .  Newport  Beach.  CA  92663 

I  Rush  free  color  brochure  and  full  Information  on  how  I  can 
I  learn  motorcycle  repair  for  only  a  few  dollars  a  month. 

I  NAME  AGE  


I  ADDRESS. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR  I 

4500  Campus  Dr.,  Dept.  EB029  Newport  Beach  CA  92663 1 
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RIDERS-A  BIKE  WORTH  OWNING 
IS  A  RIKE  WORTH  PROTECTING! 

0n^Bguni75 

SECURITY  CABLE 

LOCKS  offer  the 
protection  you  must 
have  . . .  and  are  long 
enough  to  allow 
securement  of  several 
motorcycles  together  or 
to  an  immovable  object. 

Maxim  75-1  (Big  Bikes) 

•  ^/a"  Tempered  Cable 

•  %"  Black  Vinyl  Coating 

•  7  feet  long-7y2  lbs. 
$39.95 

Maxim  75-n 

(Small  Bikes  and  Mopeds) 

•  V2"  Tempered  Cable 

•  5/8 "  Black  Vinyl  Coating 

•  6  feet  long— 33/4  lbs. 
$32.95 

Order  Now!  Tomorrow  May  Be  Too  Late! 
.      ,       1    *%  4314  N.  Western  Avenue 

Maxim  Lock  Company  Chicago,  unnoiseoeis 


Phone:  312/539-0626 


nO>N 


Oimi 


9000 


Tested  in  Endurance  Competitions 
and  until  now  available  only  for 
racing  motorcycles.  Blue  Diamond 
is  now  available  for  the  rider  who 
wants  the  best  for  his  motorcycle. 


Lasts  2.000  miles 
Clings  at  any  speed 
Keeps  chain  cool 
Will  not  wash  out 
Does  not  attract  grit  &  dirt 
Eliminates  friction 
Not  harmful  to  "0"  rings 
Grease  base  (not  oil) 


Send  check  or  money  order 
for  $9.90  to  Blue  Diamond  Products  1 
P.O.  Box  35,  Port  Jefferson,  N.Y.  11776 
for  TWO  13  oz.  cans  and  FREE  bumper 
stickers.  Money  Back  Guarantee. 
iLUE  DIAMOND  PAYS  POSTAGE 


T 

PROUD 
LINE 


Custom  Touring  Jackets, 
Pants  and  Accessories 

PRESTIGE  LEATHERS  for  the  Seriot 
Touring  Rider 

•  Classic  Police  or  HD  styling 

•  Snap-on  fur  collar 

•  Choice  ot  16  selected  colors 

•  Custom  tailoring  for  that  perfect '  fit 

Send  50C  (or  catalog 


Lancer  Leathers 

10233  N.  19th  Avenue, 
DepI  CWM 

Phoenix.  Arizona  85021 
(602)  944-1783 


cycle  organizations  are  kept  outsid( 
discussion.  We  only  hope  that  we 
manage  to  convince  them  before  it' 
late.  We  two-whpelers  are  all  united  ii 
fight,  and  I  appeal  to  all  motorcycle  ei 
siasts  to  stand  united  against  any  t 
before  it  is  too  late  in  your  own  cour 
Knut  B.  Klai 
Kirkenes,  Nc 

HELP,  SOMEBODY 

I  recently  acquired  a  1931  JAP  S 
about  500cc.  Besides  just  being  ol 
quite  an  unusual  machine,  with  twi 
haust  and  exposed  valve  gear  with  g 
fittings  on  the  rocker  arms.  I  haven 
ured  out  the  lubrication  system  y 
looks  like  dry  sump  with  gravity  fC' 
must  have  been  a  street  bike  due 
heavy  cylinder  finning  and  the  Lucas 
dyno  ignition-electrical  system.  W 
don't  understand  is  the  letters  HRD  c 
mag  drive  chain  case.  The  engine  nu 
is  KOR/T  585464.  If  anyone  knows 
thing  about  this  bike  I  would  like  to 
from  them. 

Tony  Weeks 
RO.  Box  93 
Sheridan,  Ore.  * 

HIGH  BEAM  FLASHER  BUTl 

There's  a  lot  of  mythology  surrour 
motorcycle  riding  safety,  and  I'm  a 
you  have  created  a  new  one  by  pri 
Bob  Denby's  letter  in  your  Decemb 
sue. 

Advising  riders  to  "swerve  or  zi 
when  approaching  a  car  turning  lef 
vites  disaster.  At  such  times  you 
preparedness  for  any  action,  and  this 
fostered  by  forcing  your  motorcycle  : 
series  of  unstable  swerves.  You  want 
stable  and  ready  to  take  evasive  i 
when  approaching  any  intersection  c 
left-turning  car. 

A  much  better  technique  that  d 
jeopardize  your  safety  is  to  use  your| 
light  as  a  warning  flasher.  My  BMW 
spring- loaded,  high-beam  flasher  \ 
that  I  use  more  than  any  other  swii 
my  bike,  ignition  switch  included 
time  I  approach  an  intersection  will 
in  it,  I  flash  my  headlight's  high 
irregularly  to  catch  the  driver's  att< 
After  14  accident-free  years  drivin 
urban  area,  I  can  assure  you  it 
Steady  headlights  on  has  little  eff"ec 
warning  lights  at  barricades  and  n 
crossings,  the  flashing  light  works 
find  it  is  safest  to  drive  with  my  he 
olT  in  a  city,  for  then  the  high 
flashing  on  and  off  rivets  drivers'  at 
on  my  bike.  The  contrast  is  less  if  yo 
with  your  low  beam  on,  but  it  is  sti 
effective.  (This  contradicts  some 
headlights-on  laws,  and  I  do.  in  fa 
them  counterproductive.)> 
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Hi— IJ  We  Guarantee 


/X  TEAM  PANTS 
>avy  14-oz.  Denim 
lam  Colors  $18.99 

cle  name  in  bold  black 
lets  down  boih  sides  ol 
!se  top  quality  denims 
ipmg  in  team  colors  We 
ike  these  stylish,  highly 
ilective  pants  with 
novable  hip  and  knee  pads 
Be  pockets  will  accomodate 
)s   (No  75  pants  have  no 
le  name  ) 

Silts.  ChHd  24-26 

"3*4  mill      11  I'"'      ^"  «  Hodak, 

34-JS-3I-40       86  Husqyarna  87  Bultaco  88  Can  Am 

lo.  75  Red,  White  &  Blue.  No  Team  Name  $17.99 

PERSONALIZED  M-o2.  DENIM 
M/X  PANTS  $24.99 

Our  lop  quality  M  o;  blue  denims 
described  above  Pf  RSONALIZEO  f  OR  YOU 
with  your  name  or  olher  message   Up  to  10 
letters  each  side  3  colorful  trim  styles  Use 
special  lines  in  coupon   Ho  COOs 
No  56P  Gold  and  Black  Trim 
No  5  7P  fled  and  White  Trim 
No  b8P  Green  and  White  Trim 
St»s:  ChiW  24-26 

Adult  28-30-32-34-36-31-40 


Order  Toll  Free 
1-800-633-7564 

In  Alabama,  Alaska  and  Hawaii 
Phone  205-585-3588 


RACING  GOGGLES  $6.99 

2  pair  »1 2.99  Unbreakable,  .en- 
tilated.  adjustable 
3  interchangeable 
lenses  clear, 
amber  and  green 
Fit  over  glasses 
No.  59 


Spring  Is  On  The  Way 
GET  READY  TO  RIDE 


THROAT 
COAT 
$10.99 

Perlecl  lor  cold 
weather  riding 
Fastens  quickly 
to  any  helmet 
Black  No  8 


CHEST  PROTECTOR  $9.99 

In  bright  team  colors  One  si/e  Ills  all 
51  lam  52  Hon  53  Su/  54  Kaw 
61  Hod    62  Husq    63  Bui    64  Can  Am 


Lis| 
'V' 

FACE  GUARD  $5.99 


Racing  BlUf  with  Red  trim  or  GOlO 
with  Black  trim    SPECIFY  COIOR 

No   100  P  (No  COOsI 


ION  M/X  PANTS 
rsonalized  or  with 
am  Name,  or  Plain 
iw  as  $29.99 

ry  nylon  pants  lully  padded, 
team  name  or  your  name  or 
r  lettering  m  bold  letters 
ss  back    We  make  them  ol 
ty  nylon  to  resist  tears 
s.  abrasion,  weather  and 

Scolchgard  tinish  repels 
r  and  slams  Machine 
lable    Talon  heavy  duty 
Its    Snap  rear  pockel  Two 
>n(  color  combinations 

"^'Sji^-MM  NolOOPIam 

34-M.3i-4j         «9.99pr.  ^PE"S0NALI2f0 

"  _  '       Give  lettering  S3a  qq 

on  M/X  Team  Pants  -  $31.99    m  coupon      •■»■»  " 

Yamaha  103  Suiuki  105  Hodaka  IQ7  Bultaco 
Honda  104  Kawasaki      106Husqvarna     108  Can  Am 

Guaranteed  Unbreakable 
LEVER  ASSEMBLY  $7.99 

Brake  and  clutch  levers  mount  to  any 
handlebars  without  removing  grips  No.  35 

AM  SOCKS  $2.99  pr. 
pr.  $5.49    4  pr.  $9.99 

ivy  protective  cotton  socks  Cycle  name  and 
I  bands  in  vivid  team  colors  One  sue  fits  all 
Yam  32  Hon  33  Su;  34  Kaw 

Vented 
ICKBILL 
49  each} 

ill  helmets 
•8  Black 
9  Yellow 

0  White   

EX  GRIPS  $2.49  pr. 

ylish.  com- 
rtable  Fit 
bikes 

)  38  Clear 

1  39  Yellow 
I  40  Black 


No  25 


Protects  lace  in  all  off -road 
ndmg    Fits  to  any  helmet  in 
seconds    White    No.  119 

HEAVY  DENIM  M/X  JACKET  low  as  $18.99 

Order  yours  plain  or  with  your  ream  name 
Tough  long  wearing  blue  14  o;  denim  lacket 
stitched  in  red  Snap  closing  liont  and  cuHs 
We  make  this  jacket  to  look  and  wear  greati 
Offered  3  ways  Cycle  emblem  front  pocket 
only,  J 1 9  99,  Emblem  front  pocket  plus  giam 
11"  emblem  on  back,  $21  99  Plain  (no 
emblemi  SI8  99 

Emblem  Front  Only  $19.99 

01  Yam    02  Hon    03  Su/    04  Kaw 

Emblems  Front  &  Back  $21.99 

018  Yam    028  Hon    038  Su/    04B  Kaw 

Plain  (No  Team  Emblem)  $18.99 

No  05  Plain  Jacket 

Adult  S  M  l  XL  Child  6  8  10  12  14  16 

TEAM  TOOL  BAG  $4.99 

Tough  simulated  leather   Team  design 

' — 5-.7V,"  crossbarTad 

In  Team  Colors 

SPECIFY  SIZE 

8  "  -  $2.49 
12"  -  $2.99 

41  Yam    42  Hon   43  Su/ 
44  Kaw   45  Plain  Black 

28"  M/X 
SOCKS 
$4.99  pr. 

2  pr./l9.49 

Heavy  socks, 
fine  quality 
Made  lo  fold 
over  boot  lops 
Chemically 

SUPPORT  BELT  """'J' 
$9.99  each        foot  odor 

strong  black  elastic  (,„, 
Si/es  S-M  I  XI  No  6       („s  ,|| 

RUGGED  VINYL  M/X  GLOVES 


TEAM  JERSEY  -  LONG  SLEEVES  $8.99 
100%  Ventilated  Nylon  in  Brilliant  Team  Colors 

Top  quality  ventilated  100%  nylon  Jersey  made  by  our  own  craftsmen 
Cycle  name  on  chest  and  sleeves  Practical  and  stylish  lersey 
Si/es  Adult  S  M  L  XL    Child  6  8,  10  12  14  16 
No  II  Yamaha  No  12  Honda  No  1 3  Su/uki  No  14  Kawasaki 

PERSONALIZED  TEAM  JERSEY 
Ventilated  100S  Nylon 
Long  or  Short  Sleeves 

Your  name  ot  other  message  across  the  back 
of  colorful  nylon  learn  letsey  One  or  2  lints 
of  lettering,  up  to  10  letters  each  Ime  Giant 
numeral  (your  choice)  0  to  99  We  manufac- 
ture these  popular  lerseys  out  of  Iht  trnest 
materials  for  long  wear,  comfort,  and  super 
styling  further  description  above  and 
below   Use  special  lines  m  coupon  Long  Slteve  $12.99 

Si/es  Adult  S-M-l  XL  NQ  i  ip  13P  Su/ 

Child  6  8.  10  12.  14  16  cOOs  'JF"  Hon     I4P  Kaw 

O Short  Sleeve  $9.99 
76P  Yam     78P  Su/ 
7  7PHon      ;9P  Kaw 

UZUKI  Team  Jersey  $5.99 
•s  Bright  Team  Colors, 
"    Short  Sleeves  -  our  own 

great  ventilated  nylon  short 
sleeve  team  lersey  with  cycle 
action  design  on  chest   Buy  for 
gifts  —  ot  for  yourself 
No  76  Yam     No  78  Su2 
No  77  Hon      No  79  Kaw 
Si/es  Adult  S  M  L  XL    Child  6-8.  10  12.  14  16 

PUIN  NYLON  M/X  JERSEY  -  No  Team  Name 

With  or  Without  Your 
Custom  Lettering 

SHORT  SLEEVE 
$4.9S  each    $8.99  each 


Quick  Release 
THROTTLE  SET  $4.99 

Super-last 
action  Extra- 
large  nylon  head 
Dummy  grip  in- 
cluded Fits  all 


KIDNEY 


flip  quality  H,  Q  iiidiJe  .eiiiilaled 
nylon  lersey  Choice  ol  5  colors, 
long  or  short  sleeves  No  team 
markings  Choose  plain  |no  letler 
ingi  or  PERSONALIZEO  with  1  or 
2  lines,  up  to  10  letters  each  line 
1  or  2  giant  numerals  Use 
special  lines  m  coupon 
NO  COOs  on  PERSONALIZED  JERSEYS 
Adult  S  M  L  XL  Child  6  8  1012,  14  16 


No  lineiing 

Persoivahitd 

No  90 

White 

No  90P 

No  91 

Black 

No  9IP 

No  92 

Red 

No  92P 

No  93 

Green 

No  93P 

No  94 

Gold 

No  94P 

LONG  SLEEVE 
$7.99  each    $11.99  each 

No  Lcnering  Pcrsoaalt/ad 

No  15  White  No  I5P 
No  16  Black  No  I6P 
No  17  Red  No  I7P 
No  18  Green  No  I8P 
No  19       Gold     No  ISP 


TIEOOWNS  $9.99 

Set  ol  2  No-  47 

Hi-Q  M/X  BOOTS  $59.99  pr. 

Black  lop-grain  cowhide  boots  with  vivkT ^ed 
and  blue  stripes  up  back.  Smooth  vibram 
M/X  sole.  Double-thick  toes.  Heavily 
padded  ankles   Height  16",  Sues  7-7'A-8- 
8'/!-9-9'6-10  tO'A-11  tl'ii-12 
No.  S  Hi-Q  M/X  Scots 

Free  Catalog 

with  your  order 


TEAM  CAP  $4.49 

Heavy  twill,  bnlhani 
colors   One  si/e  fits  all 

21  Yam    23  Suz 

22  Hon    24  Kaw 


No  36  $7.99 

Adjustable  Tough 
black  vinyl,  heavily 
padded  S-M-L  XL 


y  Lettering 
I  Here  tor 

IDENIIVI 
or  NYION 
I  PANTS 

I 


No  132  $6.99 

Extruded  rubber 
knuckle  and  thumb 
protection  S-M-l. XI 


Hi-Q 


Unbreakable  DOGLEG 
LEVER  ASSEMBLY  $9.99  pr. 

High  impact  yellow  plastic  Self 
lubricating   Fits  all  handlebars   No  46 

M/X  RACING  TANK  COVER  $8.99 
Team  Design  or  Plain 

Snug  filling  snap  on  cover  of 
heavy  duty  simulated  leather 
prevents  scratches,  scrapes  and 
nicks  In  bright  team  colois.  team 
design  lettering    Fits  all  tanks 
No  26  Yam    No  28  Su/ 
No  27  Hon     No  29  Kaw 
No  30  Solid  Black.  No  Name 


ei979  HI-Q  Proil.cl,.  Inc.  .  206-5«5-35i« 
Bil  455.  AUtnlle.  Alabama  36310 


UN  BRACELET  $2.99 

Heavy  chrome  finish 
^WWW'  No  80  Adult 

*l  IMPACT  DRIVER  $9.99 

With  4  bits  Heavy 
metal  case.  Rugged 
precision  tool   No.  60 


fi|,'T»iL*l^" 


MOUTH  GUARD 

$3.49  •  fits  quickly 
to  any  helmet  Excellent 
protection   No.  115 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 


0.  Box  4S5  -W3 

 — .  Abbeville.  Alabama  36310 

PRODUCTS. INC  Toll-Free  1-800-633-7564 

*  FREE  GIFTSi  Free  99c  BUNGIE  TIE  DOWN  CORD  WITH 
$10  ORDER   Free  SI  99  4  WAY  BUNGIE  with  S20  ORDER 

*  5-OAY  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED  ot  your  money  back  if  you 
pay  by  Cash.  M  D  or  Credit  Card  Checks  take  2  weeks  to 
clear  our  bank   Allow  extra  week  for  personali/ed  items 

*  Order  !20  or  more  and  WE  SHIP  FREE! 


QUAN 

NO 

DESCRIPTION 

i\h 

PRICE 

10  letters 
niaxintum 
eacfi  line 

Numeral 

1 



Name  

Address   

City 


Stale 


Orders  iindei  S20  add  SI  shippinn 
COD  Orders  add  13  shipping 

Tom 

FREE  GIFTS! 

D  Cash  Enclosed 

n  Ship  COO  I  enclose  S3  deposit 

□  M  D       U  MasterCharge 

□  Check     n  VISA  IBankAmericardI 
Card 

No   


Exp  Dale 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

J 


jyrightcd  tr 


High-density, 
shock-absorbent 
padding  helps 
protect  back  of 
hand,  fingers. 


Double  stitched  extra  layer 
of  leather  in  palm  helps  absorb 
wear,  prevent  blisters.  Contoured 
shape  won  t  bunch  up. 


No  inside  seams 
to  cause  blisters. 


When  the  going 
gets  rough. 


The  tougher  the  riding,  the  more  you  need 
Bates  rugged  MX  gloves  to  take  the  abuse  of 
motocross.  enduro,  off-road  riding  and  dirt 
track  racing.  Padded  to  help  protect  hands 
and  fingers  from  flying  rocks  and  dirt,  yet  so 
supple  they're  practically  broken  in.  $21.95 
plus  $2  shipping.  Specify  size  (XS,  S,  M,  L, 
XL)  and  No.  4950. 

Send  $2  for  Bates  54-page  full-color  catalog. 
All  gloves  available  in  XS,  S,  M,  L  and  XL  sizes. 


BATES) 


the  "quality  people" 
Accessory  House,  Inc. 

P  O-  Box  1770-WH 

Long  Beach,  California  90801 


WINTER 
GLOVES 

Made  for  warmth  yet 
firm  feel  on  controls 
Curved,  lengthened 
fingers  for  easier 
gripping.  $25.95  plus 
$2  for  shipping 
Specify  No  4970.  size 
and  Black  or  Brown, 


SUMMER 

TOURING  GLOVES 

Stretch  fit  for  sensitive 
touch  on  controls. 
Easy-on,  easy-off 
elastic  wrist  closure 
Weigh  less  than  1  oz. 
$21  95  plus  $2  for 
shipping  Specify  No. 
4920  and  size 


STREET  AND 
TOURING  GLOVES 

Comfort  that  must  be 
experienced  to  be 
believed.  Choice  of: 
Unlined.  No  4910. 
314  95;  or  Lined,  No. 
4915.  $17  95  Send 
number,  size,  add  $2 
for  shipping 


ROAD  RACING 
GLOVES 

The  ultimate — weigh 
less  than  1  oz.  Stretch 
fit  for  sensitive  touch 
on  controls  Extra 
leather  on  heel  of 
hand-  $24.95  plus  $2 
shipping.  Specify  No, 
4960  and  size 


I  urge  you  to  caution  your  readers  nol 
start  swerving  and  zig-zagging  around 
tersections  and  left-turning  cars- for  th 
own  safety. 

Jeff  Dean 
Madison,  Wi 

UP  FRONT 

Just  read  your  November  "Up  Fro 
and  as  a  native  of  one  of  the  origi 
helmet  repeal  laws  state  of  the  far  Wes 
concur  with  your  views  completely. 

In  the  twelve  years  and  some  three  h 
dred  thousand  miles  that  I  and  severa 
the  two  wheel  beasties  have  travelled 
always  had  the  restricted  vision 
muffled  hearing  and  not  a  single  scratcl 
any  one  of  the  best  of  the  line  helme 
owned. 

As  for  fear,  never;  four  seconds  of  s 
terror  followed  by  several  hours  of  blis 
freedom  more  aptly  describes  myself 
Continue  to  preach  helmets  and  I  s 
continue  to  read  your  lines. 

Dan  Ramsey 
Jacksonville, 

Thank  you  for  your  November  editi 
"The  Fear  Perception  Factor."  I've  al' 
known  the  risk  was  there.  I've  seen 
many  apathetic  car  drivers  to  think  oi 
wise. 

Last  June  a  station  wagon  decid< 
liked  my  lane  better  and  therefore 
ceeded  to  park  upon  my  body  at 
speed.  My  left  leg  got  messed  up.  I  ; 
the  whole  summer  in  a  hospital  al 
while  making  plans  to  rebuild  my  "w 
buffalo"  and  deciding  where  to  go  \ 
my  finances  and  body  recovered. 

The  doctors  say  it'll  be  a  year  bef 
walk  again,  but  I  don't  care.  Your 
zine  and  my  love  for  motorcycles  has 
will  fill  the  void  of  time. 

Steven  B. 
Montague, 

BMW  R65 

Your  BMW  R65  test  (December 
was  superior.  One  possible  error,  thJ 
On  page  34  you  state  the  R80/7  weigr 
lb.,  the  R65,  455  lb.;  then  you  state, | 
R65  is  smaller  than  the  R80/7.  and 
35  lb.  less." 

As  an  R80/7er.  I  have  some  comr 
The  most  important  improvement 
appear  to  be  the  suspension  packd 
stock  cast  wheels,  shortened  wheJ 
and  front  forks  and  better  clearance 
bility  in  hard  cornering  should  be 
enhanced,  as  should  overall  handliil 
plications.  Continentals  are  super! 
Metzelers  in  my  experience. 

The  new  ignition  will  be  more  ac 
and  easier  to  tune.  High  energy  CDII 
have  been  state-of-the-art.  The  fron( 
continued  on  , 
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Dehandler  levers 


Cable  saver 


I 


;end  me  the  following 

s: 

CR125R  or  250  ) 

SSIS 

ork  caps  «  $16.00 
3maloy  bars  «  $24.50 
andler  levers 

or  bk  )  a  $9.00  pr. 
ley  II  grips  (red  bk 
Dr  blue  )  <i  $4.50 
:rossbar  pad  (red-- 
)r  blue   )  II  $3.00 
skins  (1979  only)  red 
),00 

linum  swing  arm 
jdes  bushings) 
59.50 

g  arm  bushings 
00 

c18"  Dunlop  K190 
5.00 

<18"  K190  $41.00 
<21"  K190  '/  $32.50 
;ngine  sprocket 

ify  11  to  13  teeth  ) 

50 

ear  sprocket  (specify 

56  teeth  ) 
[7.50 

chain  (125  only) 
tl.OO 


Also  available  for  125  only 
(not  shown) 
_  18"  gold  rim  «  $42.00 
_  21"  gold  rim  „  $42.00 
_  18"  8-gauge  gold  spokes 

@  $23.00 
_  21"  8-gauge  gold  spokes 
$23.00 

ENGINE 

14   19-fin  head  (125  only) 
(fi)  $64.50 

Radial  head  (250  only) 
»  $84.50 
15_  Expansion  chamber  (125) 
@  $85.00 
_  Expansion  chamber  (250) 
ioj  $89.00 
16  34mm  Mikuni  carb 
(125  only)  „  $59.50 
17_  Mototek  ignition 
(125  only)  a  $69.50 
JT  filter  „  $9.00 
DG  cylinder  porting 
@  $95.00 

(call  or  write  for  details) 
Sleeve  kit  (125  only) 

a  $130.00 


18 
19 


20 


ACCESSORIES 

21^  Cable  saver  number  plate 
(red—  or  w   )  „  $5.50 


22_  FIM  side  panels 

(red—  or  w— )  i®  $19.50 

23^  Tank  decal  set  blue/white 
,w  $6.00 

ENGINE  KITS 

All  kits  include  a  DG  T-shirt, 

jersey,  hat,  and  Castrol  R. 

 125  Pro  Racing  Kit 

@  $384.50- 19-f/n  head, 
expansion  chamber. 
34mm  Mikuni  carb,  DG 
cylinder  porting.  JT  filter, 
Mototek  ignition 

 125  Intermediate  Kit 

@  $218.00  -  79-f;n  head, 
expansion  chamber, 
34mm  Mikuni  carb,  JT  filter 

.  100  Pro  Racing  Kit 

a  $480.00 -Sleeved-down 
100  cylinder  (from  125). 
19-fin  head,  expansion 
chamber  32mm  Mikuni 
carb,  DG  cylinder  porting. 
JT  filter,  Mototek  ignition. 

lOOcc  items  sold  individually: 

 lOOcc  19-fin  head  a  $64.50 

 lOOcc  Expansion  Chamber 

@  $85.00 

 32mm  Mikuni  carb/;  $57.00 

 lOOcc  Sleeve  Kit 

@  $195.00 


DG  Performance 
Specialties  Inc. 
1170  Van  Home, 
Anaheim,  CA  92806, 
(714)  630-5471 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  $  

(Calitornia  residents  add  6  u  sales  lax) 

Charge  my  □  Master  Charge  r  VISA 


VIS/ 

Card  #^ 
NameL_ 


-Exp.  Date 


Address^. 


City- 


-Stata. 


.Zip- 


Signature. 


O'fer  valid  for  continental  USA  only  Freight  included. 

Sorry,  no  COD. 


PERFORMANCE  SPECIALTIES  inc 


For  more  information  about  DG  acces- 
sories, equipment,  and  apparel,  send 
$3.00  for  the  1979  DG  Catalog  and  Book 
of  Tricks. 

Copyrighted  material 


When  it  comes  to 
all-aiound  performance, 
nobody  out-perforais  Suzuki. 

Case  in  point: 
The  GS-425  and  425E. 

Smart  Machines.  If 
youi  idea  ol  a  smart  bike  is 
one  that's  well-built,  well-  i 
equipped  and  well-priced, 
then  you've  come  to  the 
right  ad.  Because  the 
GS-425  Twins  are  the  road 
scholars  ol  the  400cc  class. 

Bigger  4-Stroke  Twin. 
There's  more  torque  and 
power  on  tap  with  this 
year's  larger  2-cylinder 
DOHC  mill.  Smooth  and 
quiet,  too.  Thanks  to  a 
unique  gear  driven  engine 
balancer.  Constant  velocity 
caibs  provide  sharp, 
non-bogging  acceleration. 

Comer  Huggers.  It  s  tun 
to  flic  these  bikes  around 
the  bend  because  they're 
so  light  and  nimble.  Yet, 
because  of  the  bigger  en- 
gine, they  cruise  down  the 
interstates  like  a  big  bike. 

Loaded  Or  Extra 
Loaded.  Both  models  are 
appointed  with  such  neat 
stuff  as  electric  starting, 
front  disc  brake,  digital 
gear  indicator,  automatic 
cam  chain  tensioner  and 
5-way  adjustable  rear 
shocks.  In  addition,  the  E 


ki  , 


version  sports  mag-type 
wheels,  custom  dual  sad- 
dle and  a  special  black 
paint  job. 

In  short,  these  meticu- 
lously built  machines  are 
loaded.  Except  on  the 
price  tag. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-425  Twins  are  among  the 
world's  great  performers. 


DONT  PUSH  rr 
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The  Lockhart  Cooler  System 
is  our  dip-brazed  radiator 
coupled  with  the  optional 
BP-180  thermostat  for  cold  oil 
flow  control. 

Available  in  black  epoxy  or 
polished  chrome.  Thermostat 
available  separately  or  in  black 
System  Kit. 


Get  a  Lockhart  cooler  system. 

Your  bike's  oil  can  break  down  when 
you  need  it  most.  Accessories,  passengers, 
hard  riding  and  motor  modifications  can 
build  up  heat  enough  to  cook  your  oil. 
After  the  additives  have  evaporated, 
sludge  settles  into  the  valve  guides,  piston 
rings,  and  bearings. 

Varnish  can  accumulate  in  the  motor, 
increasing  friction  and  cutting  power.  Hot 
oil  can  produce  balky  shifts  and  grabby 
clutch  operation. 

There  is  a  solution:  The  Lockhart  Oil 
Cooler.  The  lightest,  most  efficient  cooler 
made.  It  drops  oil  temp  down  to  safe 
levels,  protects  against  catastrophic 
breakdown.  Smooth  clutch  and  transmis- 
sion operation  is  restored. 

Our  exclusive  Dip-Brazed  Construction 
assures  corrosion  and  vibration  resistance 
for  long  life.  We  stand  behind  our  coolers 
with  a  Lifetime  Guarantee. 

We're  not  saying  everybody  needs  a 
cooler.  But  if  you  load  up  your  bike  with 
accessories,  ride  long  distances,  or  like  to 
really  crank  it  on  once  in  a  while,  don't 
push  your  luck.  Protect  yourself  with  a 
Lockhart  Oil  Cooler. 


OIL  COOLER  SYSTEMS 


( (inlimu'tJ Jroiii  pa^e  2(1 

master  cylinder  looked  better  undol 
ga.s  tank.  Styling  of  the  new  tank  is  be 
ful.  BMW  will  resolve  the  "reserve"  ' 
lem  once  they  know  of  it. 

BMW  continues  to  ignore  its  i 
Anyone  buying  Beemers  would  be  w 
to  pay  a  few  bucks  for  the  best  posi 
protection  they  can  get.  For  bungeo 
passenger  grab  rail  should  have  rem:i 

BMW  must  be  credited  for  the 
switches  and  key  layout.  These  were  n 
changes  for  the  staid  and  austere  Ge 
technicians  and  go  well  w  ith  the  new* 

When  developed,  the  R65  may  pn 
be  the  best,  most  practical  ofl'cringg 
the  old  German  factory.  It's  alreao 
best  looking. 

Alex  Duckworth! 
Los  Angeles.  Cm 

TIRE  TEST  FEEDBACK 

We  would  like  to.  belatedly,  compic 
you  on  the  tire  test  in  your  Augusa 
issue. 

At  the  same  time,  we  feel  thai  we  s 
reply  to  two  letters  in  your  Dec^; 
issue  one  from  David  Waddcll  an 
other  from  Michael  Davis.  Both  Mm 
dell  and  Mr.  Davis  question  the  abso 
the  Dunlop  K81  in  the  tire  test. 

As  you  point  out  in  your  reply  ; 
Davis,  each  tire  manufacturer  hadt 
realistically  restricted  to  one  tire.  Wc^ 
the  Dunlop  K9I  Mark  1 1  because yaj 
parameters  indicated  a  combinatil 
performance  and  touring,  it  is  our  or 
that  the  K8I  is  an  ideal  high-perforn 
cornering  tire  while  the  K9I  Ma 
ct)mbines  some  of  these  perforn 
characteristics  with  characteristii 
touring  such  as  long  wear  and  wet  gn 
hope  that  you  will  conduct  further  0 
compare  lire  wear  which  would  seerm 
consistent  with  the  touring  aspect  oj 
original  request  when  the  tires  wen 
plied. 

We  would  also  like  to  assure  Mr..i 
dell  that  the  K8I  is  not  "obsolete."  ^ 
selling  more  KKI's  than  ever  and  I  • 
believe  that  is  a  criterion  of  obsolesK 

R.  J.  C.  Mitchell 

Manager.  Motorcycle  Tir4- 

Dunlop  ' 

Burtalo.  N.Y. 


TRIUMPH  FOR  ME 

Triumphs  .  .  .  reliable?  Dcpen 
Oil  Leakers?  Touring  machines? 


I  purchased  my  1974  Triumph  65 
neville  in  February  1978  with  450(! 
on  the  speedo,  and  have  taken  two 
cant  trips  since  then  with  little  or  n 
ble. 

A  preliminary  test  trip  from  Flo 
Penns\lvania  \ia  the  Blue  RiJge  P 
and  returnins:  aloim  the  N.iichci 


TWO 
WHEEL 


ACCESSORIETfor  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  and  others 


C-SUPER  Smnn-2\"  long. 


B-STUFFER  BAQ  -  10"  diameter. 
17"  long.  Holds  two  helmets 
and  clothing  Travels  securely. 
Three-snap  flap.  Heavy  dutv 


piggy  bach"  pouch 
Red,  Blue,  Black  $15.49 


INSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800-645-6066 

except  N.Y.,  Hawaii  &  AiasKa  or  Call  516-248-5775 


FROM  Ul 
STATES 


RAIN-PROOF 
CYCLE  LUGGAGE 


BAR  CARRT  AIL  LUCGAGC  Fits  all  btrs. 
rn  a  Hf'y  Oouble  lined,  heavy  duly 
full  zipper  enclosure.  Waterproof-  2- 
carry-handle,  use  as  band  luggage. 
'«•'■  Standard  -  Black  only  $19.95 
e  hea»y  duty  -  Black  or  Brown' $29. 95 


NEW  CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  GAUGE 

HCNOA  CBX.  GLIOOO. 
Extra  heavy  duty  internal  springs   CB750K  F  (79). 
2"  diameter,  lull  270  sweep  CB550K/F 

CB400F  350F  $16  SO 
CB750K  F  llhiu  '78;, 
$15.9  J 


C8750A 
TAMAHA 

500-750 
XSll 

KAWASAKI 

KZ750,KZ650. 
K7400 
900  1000 
SUIUKI 

GSIOOO  750  550 
400  $15.95 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON 
74FX  $1650 
74,  Sportster  $15.95 


$16.50 
$15.95 


$16  50 
$1!  95 


MOTOCROSS  GLOVES  Simulated  leather 
m  black.  4  sizes  S,M,L,XL. 
Pr  $4.95    2  pr  $8  49 


D-TANK  BAG  Straps 
gas  lank;  12"xl0"i8".  • 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  poKh. 
Heavy-duty  simg  for  take- 
along  convenience. 
Red,  Blue.  Black  $IS.49 


COMPinC  Sn  am  three  b  <i  in 
matching  colors.  Red.  Blue,  Black  $40.00 

CYCLE  COVERS  Form  fitted, 
protects  against  alt  weather. 
Heavy  gauge,  cloth 
balked.  Resists  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
With  tie  straps. 


KRYPTONITE 

CYCLE  LOCK 


FUEl  GAU6E  Fits  all  Honda  thp 
cap  models,  all  years  Mounts 
•  I .  if  with  Honda  recall  lochs. 
Y.5m.iii.i  '75"s  (road)  and 


Kawasaki 
tnstaMed 


Easily 


COOL  WEATHER  UUNTLETS 

Soft  cowhide  gloves,  foam 
linrng  for  warmth  &  comfort 
Insulated  vmyl  gauntlets, 
adjustable  wnst  strap.  Black 
w  maroon  &  white  stnoe  Si«s 
XS.  S.  M,  L.  XL        $13.49  pr. 


I  Btke  shown  includes 
sissy  bar  ft  pad, 
\  windshield  &  'airing. 
I  iLJKK'ge  r^cli  and 
/  saddle  bags. 


"No.  1  PATCH" 

For  SUZUKI,  HONDA, 
YAMAHA.  KAWASAKI. 
HARLEY. 

Brilliant  Red,  White 
&  Blue  embroidered. 
4"  high.  Iron  on 
or  sew-on.  Specify 
name  No.  86 

$1.50 


Moped  Cover 
'SSI  Forteocc  t  smaller 
•961  For  750cc  4  smaller 
'962  w  Sissy  Bar 
'964  w  Wndshid 
•966  Sissy  Bar  i  Wndshid 
#970  For  lOOOcc 
'972  w  Sissy  Bar 
•974  w  Wndshid 
•976  Sissy  Bar  4  Wndshid 


IIBJS 

UI.IB 
US.BS 
|M.(S 
|30.BS 

iU.M 
tl2.BS 
{33.(5 
U3.BS 
$37.99 


CRUISE  HELPER  Effortless 
throttle  control.  Eliminates  fatigue,  wrist 

fains.  Quick,  easy  on-off  installation, 
its  all  cycles.  $2.49 


SILVER  WING  PATCH 

For  YAMAHA,  HONDA,  SUIUKI, 
KAWASAKI,  HARLEY. 

11"  wide  embroidered  patch  Stiver  wings, 
black  and  gold  insignia.  Iron-on  or  sew-on. 
Specify  name.  No.  30  50 


iO"  SADDLE  BAGS  For  on  or  off  bike.  Double  dutyi 
it  under  seat,  over  seat,  over  shoulder.  Heavy 
laugahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
einforced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit. 
lag  12"  wide,  U"  high,  AVa"  deep.  Great 
ition  for  free  &  easy  travel,  ^et  or  two 
lard  -  Black  only  919.99 
y  duty  IReinlorced).-  Black  or  Brown  -924.99 


EAGLE  PATCH  tor 
HONDA.  TAMAHA.  HARLEY 
KAWASAKI.  SU2UKI 
Finely  detailed  7-color 
embroidered  patch 
Bronze  wings,  brown 
body,  silver  head  &  legs, 
yellow  talons  &  beak. 
Iron-on  or  sew-on. 
4  sizes  Spocily  name 
Monster  10" »  UVz" 
No  103  $13,95 
Giant  8"  I  10" 
No.  77  $8.95 
Regular  JI2"  x  5" 
No.  81  $3.49 
Mini  2' 2"  I  3U" 
No.  90  $1.99 


CUSTOM  CHROME 
GAUGE  COVERS 

Sturdy  gleaming  chrome 
rims  dress  up,  protect 
your  gauges.  Fit  all 
Hcndds  Kawasaki  900 ' 
1000,  Hdriey  Sportster 
Specify  ninlei 
Set  of  two  $14.99 


REFLECYA-FRAME 

Adds  over  7"  of  reflective  safety 
to  rear  Chrome-trimmed  durable 
red  lexan  With  sturdy  aluminum 
backplate  and  all  hardware  For 
all  bikes  Specify  State  ICal ,  HY, 
etc  I  of  license  plate  $4,95 


Quick  release  that 
works  like  a  miniature 
seal  belt 

Replaces  "D"  rings. 
$2,98 


Visit  our  only  retail  location 


NEW  CYCLE  SPAT 

protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting  One  srze 
fits  all  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps  Extra  strap 
included  Black  or 
Brown  $3,98 

HEIMEY  SPEAKERS   Weatherproof  remote 
speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Fits 
We  ship  Worldwide  earphone  jack  of  transistor  radio  2H"xlVb'' 

  Includes  cable  connectors  $12.91 

Optional  2  helmet  attachment  $4.99 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do  it-Yourselfer" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adjustments, 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 


HI  PERFORMANCE  TUNE  UP  KITS 


ti  Champion  Spark  Plugs 

u  s  made  points  &  condensers 
i-'i  gauges  &  point  lubricant 

led  tuning  specs.  Also  available 

i€si^tc'  plugs  (add  $2). 


HONDA 

GUOOO 

CB750  550  500  fours 
CB  CL450-500  twins 
CB  CL350-360  Iwms 
KAWASAKI 
900  1000 
KZ400  twins  (74.00) 
KZ650 

SU7UKI  GSIOOO.  GSSSO.  GS7S0  850 
Specify  Denso  or  Kokusan  points  $17, 2D 
GS400  $14.45 
TAMAHA 
XS650C76onl 
TX650  Xsl  8,XS2C69-74) 
R0400  twins 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON 
FL.FLH,FX(70-77),  FXE. 
low  Rider  ('75-77)^  FLX  (70-74)  $6,98 


MWASAKI 

21/1000 
Yriples 
Singles 
KZ650 


73-78  $7.99 
'69-75  $9.99 


•69-75 
77.78 


$9.99 
$7.99 


$15.20 
$14.45 
$12.45 
$12.49 

$17.20 

i  9.35 

$17.20 


$14  49 
$16.80 
$14.49 


t  WAT  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 

normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals  All  plastic, 
non-electric,  no  maintenance.  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect 
Works  hands-free.  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  oniv  2  oz 

$0.99  Mt  3  or  more  $7.60  set.  ..      ....      .  „ 

AM  FM  portable  radio  attachment  $3.98 


HONOA 

GLIOOO* 

750 

350-550  Fours 
450  SOOT 
350  360T 
XL  Series 
Elsinore  Series 
125  200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


TAMAHA 

Street  2-strokes  '67-75  $9.99 

Enduros  '68-'74  $9.99 

4  strokes  '70-74  $9.99 
SUZUKI 

Triples  72-74  $8.99 

Singles*  Twin  '70-'74  $9.99 

GS750  '77-'78  $7.99 
HARLET  DAVIDSON 

All  V  twins  75-77  $9.19 

*Olhsr  njme  brand  manujlt  will  be  supplltd. 
We  reierwe  the  right  to  ship  equivalent  manuals 
when  availability  or  stock  prevents  immediate  shipment. 


■75-'77 
■69-78 
■71-'78 
■66-'76 
'6876 
•72-'75 
•73-'75 
•69-'76 
•68-75 


$7.99 
$7.99 
$8,99 
$6.99 
$795 
$6,99 
$9,99 
$9,99 
$9,99 


;    EAGLE  PIN 


Finely  detailed,  English  made 
1 1's   high  Gold  only  For 
Honda,  Yamaha,  Suzuki. 
Kawasaki,  Hartey  Davidson 
Specify.  J2.98 


UBLE  SADDLE 
CEMENT  SEAT 

cept  in  custom  seats  Use  your  original  seat  base.  Install  pre-formed  foam 
r  yourself.  Fits  like  stock  Half-hour  installation  complete  with  diredipns, 
ig,  no  cutting,  no  special  tools  needed.  Black  only.  For  Honda  GLIOOO 
F  A.  CB650.  CB550K  F,  400  Hawk,  CX500,  CBX  Kawasaki  KZ900  1000 
amaha  XSllDO,  750-20  E  SE,  6S0  •76  t  later;  Sutuki  GSIOOO,  GS750  550 
50. 


TWO  WHEEL 
ACCESSORIES® 

NAME  

ADDRESS  


AT 


HONDA  of 
MINEOLA 


336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE 
MINEOLA.  N  Y,  11501  * 
(518)248  5775 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


Model  ■ 


Serial 


QUAN, 

ITEM 

SIZE 

PRICE 

Nv  sijlr  residents  alU sales  t<i            Add  6%  Shipping 

(Mitilmiim  $1) 

SpKial  Handlw>q  &  Orvy  S1.5O  additional  loptionail  TOTAL 

Su 


Copyrighted  material 


TWO  FOR  THE  ROAD 

Afjri./H\DRON  SHIELDS  &  GLOVES. 


MXL'  Scratch-Resistant  and 
HYDRON-  Fog  Eater-  Anti-Fog 
Shields.  Two  special  coatings 
bonded  to  GE  LEXAN"  for  the 
best  in  optical  clarity  and  im- 
pact resistance.  Available  in 
Snap-On's,  Flips  and  Bubbles,  to 
fit  nearly  all  popular  helmets.  Your 
choice  of  clear,  yellow  or  smoke. 
Priced  to  fit  every  budget.  We 
keep  you  seeing  clearer,  longer. 


And,  three  great  new  street/tour- 
ing  gloves.  The  super-styled  Model 
1111  (above).  Black  or  Tan  with 
knit  insert.  The  Model  1112  Short 
Gauntlet  (left  insert).  Maybe  the 
ultimate  cycling  glove.  And  the 
famous  MXL  Gauntlet  (Model 
1005,  right  insert),  newly  rede- 
signed with  chamois  shield  wipes. 
MXL/ HYDRON  Shields  and  Gloves. 
See,  and  feel,  the  difference. 


Trail  encompassing  over  5000  miles 
encountering  absolutely  no  problems 
Blue  Ridge  Parkway  ranks  near  the  ti 
my  list  of  best  riding  roads  in  the  coi 
and  the  superb  handling  of  the  Trii 
paralleled  the  beauty  and  demands  o 
mountain  road. 

Soloing  this  time,  my  Triumph  ca 
me  diagonally  across  the  U.S.  from 
ida  to  Montana,  then  crossing  into 
ada.  Then  I  decided  to  ride  to  Alask 
the  Alaskan  Marine  Highway  from  P 
Rupert,  B.C.  This  route  still  left  350 
of  gravel  Alcan  highway,  but  the  Trit 
did  not  complain  at  all.  Shipping  the 
from  Anchorage  to  Seattle  was  the 
alternative,  due  to  heavy  snows  ir 
Yukon. 

Travelling  south  from  Seattle  alon 
coast.  I  found  the  best  roads  I  have 
seen. 

Returning  through  Arizona,  New 
ico,  etc.  over  14,000  miles  had  been  . 
mulated.  The  only  mechanical  proh 
were  a  cracked  header  pipe,  broken  m 
link,  and  broken  kickstarter  return  sp 
All  easily  remedied. 

Triumphs  are  certainly  not  the  f; 

bikes  made  but  after  all  going  ar 

corners  is  what  motorcycles  are  suppo. 

be  all  about  and  this  the  Triumph 

excellently. 

^  The  'Bear' 

Sanibel  Island 

P.S.  It  does  not  drip  a  drop. 

SUZUKI  GS550  CAST  WHEEl 

Thank  you  for  your  reply  to  my! 
regarding  cast  wheels  for  the  S 
GS550.  Since  writing  to  you,  1  ha 
ceived  some  information  which  may 
interest  to  you  and  readers  searchi 
cast  wheels  where  no  rear  disc  brak 
version  is  necessary. 

Dixie  International,  Inc.,  1721 
land  Ave.,  Columbus,  Ohio  43219  m 
Seven  Star  cast  alloy  wheel  for  the  ( 
which  needs  no  disc  brake  convefsi 
the  rear  wheel. 

Pamela  Kor 
Wilmingtor 

POTPOURRI 

The  November  1978  issue  promp 
a-dozen  comments;  any  or  all  of 
you  are  free  to  use: 

1)  Reader  Quincy  Howe's  recollec 
his  Indian  has  grown  dim  in  24  yt 
1938  the  displacements  in  terms  o 
centimeters  were:  Chief  and  Fou 
and  1265  respectively  .  .  .  Junior,  5 
Sport  Scout,  750.  Which  one  was  bo 
to  1200? 

2)  Reader  Larry  Quirk  is  abs 
correct  about  the  added  danger  c 
enders  through  daytime  use  of  a  a 
He  should  add  a  separate  stoplight 

continued  on 
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43,000mi. 
1132CC 


As  potent  as  the  903cc  Z-1  is,  it  isn't 
enough  for  some  people.  4  years  and  43,000 
miles  ago  one  of  our  customers  turned  his 
brand  new  Z-1  into  an  1132cc  adrenaline 
rush. 

He  installed  an  R.C.  1132cc  Big  Bore 
Kit,  R.C.  cams  and  partial  valve  train, 
clutch,  magneto  ignition,  pipe  and 
swingarm.  We  did  a  little  porting  work  and 
welded  the  crankshaft. 

After  almost  daily  use  in  L.  A. ,  a  trip  up 
through  Canada  and  a  trip  to  Oregon,  it  still 
turns  a  10.97/123  quarter. 

We  recently  pulled  the  head  off  for  a 
check.  Everything  looked  fine.  Wear  was 
negligible.  So  we  put  it  back  together  for 
several  thousand  more  miles. 

In  all  43,000  miles  he's  never  had  a 
problem.  Not  one!  Cosmetically  it's  a  rat 
bike.  It  gets  washed  when  it  rains.  But, 


lubrication  and  adjustment  guidelines  are 
followed  closely. 

43,000  miles!  The  point?  R.C.  Big  Bore 
Kits  live. 

We'd  like  to  help  you  put  together  a 
performance  package  that's  right  for  you. 
We  make  high  performance  and  racing 
engine  components  and  exhaust  systems 
for  the  big  fours.  We  also  offer  precision 
high  performance  machining  and  engine 
building. 

Give  us  a  call  or  send  $2.00  for  our 
catalog. Better  yet,  do  both. 


R.C.  ENGINEERING 

16216  South  Main  Street,  Dept.  12 
Gardena,  California  90248  /  213-327-6858 


Our  skill  is 

a  matter  of  record. 


O 

i 
3 


iPMAlB 

mm 


Velocette  Vagaries 


til  yun  of  Velocette  Viper  Venoni  Thruxton  ]50  i  500 cc  Singles 


BKUaiUmSmMLm.nBai20,lMHKr*ud.Sarr^. 


Feeding  the  appetite  for  nostalgia 
comes  a  renewed  interest  in  pre-war  or 
immediately  postwar  bikes  whose  parent 
companies  went  t*ts-up  as  times  inevitably 
changed.  This  trend  is  grist  for  Bruce 
Main-Smith's  mill  and  he  has  produced 
yet  another  useful  handbook  pour  les  am- 
ateurs de  pur-sang,  to  wit  one  of  his  Ser- 
vice Series  for  all  years  of  Velocette  Viper/ 
Venom/Thruxton  350  and  500cc  Singles.  I 
suspect  that  owners  of  those  models,  even 
though  Velocette  finally  went  into  liquida- 
tion as  late  as  1971  after  a  fatal  fling  with 
scooters,  either  know  all  there  is  to  know 
about  Velocettes  or  else  have  clapped-out 
old  bangers  bought  for  a  few  quid  as 


strictly  transportation  machines.  However 
anyone  interested  in  the  devious  workings 
of  pushrod  Velos  (there  is  another  book  on 
camshaft  models)  or  for  that  matter  inter- 
ested in  keeping  any  old  British  Single 
fettled,  will  find  this  tome  worth  taking 
home. 

The  book  is  written  with,  it  seems  to  me 
(1  don't  know  as  much  as  they  do  anyway), 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject  and 
incorporates  not  only  the  sort  of  handy 
hints  you  would  get  at  one  of  those  big 
one-make  rallies  but  many  clear  photos  on 
just  where  the  gears  go,  for  example,  and 
what  to  do  if  they  suddenly  all  work  in 
reverse.  The  British  are  not  without  a 
certain  pawky  humour,  even  though  the 
author  himself  (of  Portsmouth,  Va.)  was 
American,  observing  that  if  such  and  such 
a  nut  isn't  done  up  properly  the  brake 
drum  will  rotate,  causing  the  speedometer 
cable  to  pull  the  handlebars  onto  full  lock 
with  predictable  results.  Possible  trouble 


spots  are  mentioned  ("this  banjo  i 
leaker"),  there  is  a  dissertation  on  get-y« 
home  practices  with  the  Miller  electr 
remarks  are  made  about  what  valve  stee 
best  to  use,  lefthand  thread  nuts  are  idei 
fied,  and  the  writers  are  even  genen 
about  where  to  send  the  bottom  end  to 
it  rebuilt  should  it  come  adrift.  Some 
vice  is  also  ofl"ered  about  how  to  make 
engine  oil-tight,  admitting  that  the  | 
mary  chain  case  is  practically  inipossil 
but  then  they  resignedly  explain  that  "p 
manently  oil  tight  joints  have  never  bee 
matter  of  much  concern  to  the  Bri 
factories.  .  .  ." 

A  real  gold  mine,  this  book  64  p 
approx  and  $10,  is  available  from  Mo 
sport,  6115  Gravois  Ave,  St  Louis, 
63 1 16  or  you  can  call  (3 14)  48 1-7983. 
for  their  list  of  other  books  as  well, 
you  won't  have  to  write  us. 

—Henry  N.  Mannev 
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SPRING 

BUYERS 

SPECIAL 


Rl«t«r  Prot*ctiv«  Pads  -  The  t>esi 

quahty  on  the  marKel  All  plastic  pro- 
tection—except  shoulder  caps— are 
ot  new  flexible  type  that  mold  to  di 
your  body  Bicep  straps  are  fully  ad- 
justable witu  Velcro  laslener  The 
only  pad  wilh  rib  protection.  Fully 
washable  34.95  Mt 


Hydron  No.  BIO  Ttw—  Fing*r 

Mlttani  -  Quality  suede  leather 
gloves  with  lull  waterproot  nylon  cult 
Same  quality  and  features  as  style 
No  820  listed  above  bui  m  a  three 
finger  mitten 
Order  color  Black  -  size  Small.  Me- 
dium. Large.  X  Large         17.95  pr. 


Professional  MXL  Glovas  •  Sort 

call  skin  gloves  with  pleated  knuckle 
backing,  reinforced  thumbs  and  palm, 
nylon  venlilalecl  gussets  Red  or  Yel- 
low with  Black  padding  Size  Small, 
Medium.  Large  &  X  Large  19.95  pr. 


MXL  Snappur  Qoggle   The  on 

/      goggles  actually  designed  by  and  '( 
■        motorcyclists    Cloth   covered  'oar 
cushion  and  super  wide  adiuslabi 
Strap 

color  White  frame     9.95  pr. 
Scratch  Resistant  Lens 
-Fog  Free  Lens 


MXL  Kidn«y  Belts  -  Top  quamy 
cowhide  construction  Flexible  sup- 
port struts  prevent  roiidown  Sturdy 
elaslic-nylon  wrap  arounrls  Large 
area  Velcro  fasteners  One  size  fits 
all  Maximum  comfort  and  durability 

*  17.95  ea. 

Including  carrying  bag 


Kids  MX  Gloves  -  Call  skm  gloves  w. 
silicone  linger  and  knuckle  backing, 
nylon/colton  stitching  at  all  stress 
points  Red  or  Yellow  with  Black  pad- 
ding   Size  Small.  Medium.  Large 

7.95  pr. 


Hydron  No.  820  Five  Finger 

Gloves  ■  Quality  suede  leather 
gloves  with  full  cuff 
Full  comfort  features 

•  Double  msulaiion  — sub  zero  Incol 
loam  inner  liner  — brushed  nylon 
prie  outer  liner 

•  Reinforced  stitching 

•  Adiustabie  straps 

>  Self  contained  pouch  in  cufi  holds 
waterproof  nylon  cover  lor  gloves. 
Velcro  closure 
Order  color   Black  -  Size  Small,  Me- 
dium Large,  X  Large  17.95  pf. 


Helmets  •  Top  quality  hand  laminated 
fiberglass  Meets  all  necessary  street 
approvals  Normally  sell  lor  twice  the 
price  All  fully  lined  and  beaulifully 
finished 


Solid  Color 

101  -  Red 

102  -  Blue 

103  -  Yellow 
105  -  Black 
107  -  Orange 
1 10  -  White 

$24.95 


Metal  Flake 

201  -  Red 

202  -  Blue 
204  -  Gold 
206  ■  Green 
208  -  Bronze 

$27.95 


MXL  Unl-Racer  -  The  full  lace 

>^    gla  designed  to  protect  your 
from  rocks  and  dirl  Ram  air  vet 
tion  keeps  you  cool   The  only 
guard  goggle  available  with  sc 
resistant  or  fog  tree  lenses 
Color  White.  Black,  Bed. 

Irame  12.5( 
X  700-Scratch  Resistanl  Lens 
H  700-Foo  Free  Lens 


T.  ENTERPRISES 
Box  67 
Belvidere,  N.J.  07823 


Candy  Apple 

(Deluxe  velour  inlerlor- 
Rolled  rtr ^piece-ruDDet 
beading) 

301  -  Red 

302  .  Blue 
309  -  Silver 

$37.95 


ZIP 


□  Bank  Americard/Vlsa  D  Master  Charge  □  Money 
□  Personal  Check    'Allow  2  weeks  to  cleai 


ACCT.  NUMBER. 


EXP.  DATE. 


BANK  NUMBER. 


(MASTER  CHARGE  ONLY) 


PART  NO. 

DESCRIPTION 

OUAN. 

PRICE 

TO 

Tie  Downs  -  Ancra' 

duty  -  V  nylon  mesh 
Order  color  Red  or  Blue      8.95  pr. 


CARD  HOLDER  SIGNATURE 


® 


Shipping  Chg.  $2.50_ 
Total  Cost_ 
N.J.  Res.  Add  5%_^ 
Total  Ami.  Enclosed _ 


PROS  USE  THEIR  HEAD 
BY  PROTECTING  IT. 


Professionals  know  the  value  of 
Dtective  equipment  and  the  safety  it 
Dvides.  So  do  serious 
ortsmen.  Those  who 
e  their  heads,  and 
Dtect  them,  are  in 
3re  week  in  and  week 
t,  enjoying  what  they 
'  to  the  fullest.  And 
ing  it  safely 

No  one  can  argue 


the  fact  that  safety  makes  sense.  And  for  the 
motorcycle  rider,  safety  for  your  head  comes 

in  only  one  form.  A  helmet. 
A  tough,  well-built,  comfort- 
able one.  One  designed  to 
make  your  riding  just  that 
much  more  enjoyable. 
Because  when  you're  secure 
about  what  you're  doing,  you 
have  more  fun.  Professionals 
know  it.  And  so  should  you. 


SO  SHOULD  YOU. 


jtsrial 


WHAT  DO  YOU 
AND  REG  PRIDMORE 
HAVE  IN  COMMON? 

□  You  were  the  AM  A 
Superbike  champion 
three  years  In  a  row. 

□  Pierre  desRoches  built 
and  tunes  your 
motorcycle. 

□  You  use  Golden  Spectre  4  Synthetic 
Blend  20W/50  motor  oil  right  off  the 
shelf. 


We  hope  you  checked  all  three  boxes,  especially  the  last  one. 
You  obviously  know  a  good  oil  when  it  comes  along.  There  are 
several  advantages  to  using  Golden  Spectro  4.  If  you  race  and 
are  Into  your  motor  all  the  time  you'll  see  one  right  away.  Vir- 
turally  no  wear.  Parts  last  much  longer.  If  you're  a  street  guy  you 
may  notice  you  don't  use  oil  between  changes  or  that  your 
bike  runs  cooler.  One  reason  for  all  this  is  that  Golden  Spectro  4 
employs  a  friction  modifier  which  dramatically  reduces  fluid 
drag.  Some  other  reasons  are  these: 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  contains  o  special  methacrylote  polymer 
which  won't  shear.  It  stays  in  grade  as  long  as  it  stays  in  your 
bike. 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  utilizes  diester  synthetic  which  greatly  ex- 
tends the  lubricating  value  of  the  already  high  quality 
petroleum  oils  we  use. 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  offers  true  race  track  protection  levels  as 
well  as  long  mileage  cleanliness. 


Intercontlnertto!  Lubricants  Corp. 
Box  208.  Brookfelld,  Conn.  06804 


A  CAREER  WITHOUT  COLLEGE?  YES! 


coniintieJ from  pa^e  26 

internal  reflector  or.  better  yet,  a  Cy 

light. 

3)  It  is  my  hope  that  reader  Gary  Stc 
has  read  Aihin  Girdier's  editorial  in 
issue.  A  bit  of  wisdom. 

4)  I  stand  corrected  on  my  iongstan. 
use  of  the  term  'sidchack'. 

5)  The  valve  duration  times  for  the 
GSiOOOEC  modification  are  incorrec 
the  cam  timing  given.  The  intake  woul 
259°:  the  exhaust  257". 

6)  I  have  never  spent  over  49c  forth« 
cleaning  and  pressing  of  my  BMW  ; 
towel.  It  always  is  returned  in  a  nice  pi 
bag.  too. 

Ride  on  and  write  on,  right  on. 

Tom  Murphy 
Chesaning.  \ 

LAVERDA  lOOOCC  V-6 

In  your  March  1978  issue  of  C 
World  you  had  an  article  about  a  difTj 
kind  of  Six.  the  Laverda  lOOOcc  V-6.  ! 
in  love  with  the  engine  at  first  sight.  C 
you  put  me  in  touch  with  someon 
Laverda  or  give  me  the  mailing  addre 
would  love  to  ow  n  the  bike  or  engine 

Sidney  Jo 
Inkster,  V 

li'rile  to  Yankee  Accessory  Corp., 
Box  36,  J 925  Curry  Rd,  Schenectaciy, 
12301. 

They  tell  us  several  hundred  people . 
asked  the  same  question.  They  don  V  Aj 
but  the  English  papers  say  the  V-6, 120^ 
4501b.,  will  be  produced  in  1980.  U.S.j 
a  guess.  57,500. 


NIAGARA  BMW  RALLY 

There  are  many  people  that  we  d 
reach  through  our  normal  channc 
communication  so  we  hope  that  you 
be  able  to  give  us  a  plug  in  one  of 
columns.  It  certainly  would  be  ap 
ated.  David  Farion 

1 15  E.  Maplemere  I 
Williamsville,  N.Y. 

Niagara  BMW  Rally  will  be  held 
29,  30  and  July  1st  at  the  Bluemoi 
Area,  Rts.  39  &  16  just  follow  the 
Pre-registration:  SIO  adults,  S5  ch 
Gate:  SI2  adults,  $6  children.  To 
Niagara  Falls  and  several  guided  an 
guided  tours.  Camping,  door  f 
awards,  rally  patch,  and  our  famous 
day  evening  meal,  complete  with  i 
and  a  campfire  afterwards.  Restaurs 
cilities  on  site,  motels  nearby,  clea 
rooms  with  new  shower  facilities.  S 
Friday  evening  chicken  or  fish  buf 
you  can  eat  only  S3.95.  Contact: 

The  above  address 
or 

Herschel  Reingok 
1030  Liberty  Banl 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  142( 
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Polished  Chrome 
Shocks  &  Springs 


Trickit® 
Shocks  &  Springs 
^69.95  pajr 


£91ARKABLE  VALVE 

ow  you  can  buy  TRICKIT*  Suspension 
^sterns  proven  GP  street  performance  shock 
>sorbers  and  springs  for  just  $69.95  a  pair  in 
»autiful  polished  chronne  or  $59.95  a  pair  in 
sterous  black  finish.  There  are  no  finer  shocks 
'ailable  at  any  price.  Buy  direct  and  save.  Call 
II  free,  give  our  order  desk  year,  make  and 
odel  of  your  motorcycle  and  specify  credit 
ird  —  Visa,  Mastercharge,  American  Express 
.  or  COD.  Price  includes  the  shipping  charges 
your  door.  Guaranteed  to  satisfyl 

eiiroR9iA.\'c:E 

ie  TRICKIT®  GP  shock  absorber  system  pro- 
des  . . .  SAFETY:  helps  keep  tires  on  the  pave- 
ent  for  bettertraction,  more  responsivebraking 
Id  better  overall  control.  ECONOMY;  lower 
aintenance  on  suspension  parts,  reduces 
ieven  tire  wear,  maximizes  tire  life  and  helps 
aintain  wheel  balance.  COMFORT:  delivers 
nooth  ride,  reducing  bounce  and  vibration, 
der  and  passenger  ride  in  comfort. 

lUAurrr  engineered 

RICKIT*  GP  shock  absorbers  are  engineered 
perfection  and  have  a  host  of  outstanding 
isign  features.  Here's  why  TRICKIT*  shocks 
je  smoother,  last  longer: 

I  Full  Piston  Displacement  .  .  .  this  unique 
»sign  allows  more  efficient  use  of  the  working 
ea  of  the  piston.  Greater  loads  can  be  handled 
Ith  much  lower  internal  pressure  and  lower 
>erating  temperatures  for  greater  durability 
id  less  chance  of  oil  leakage,  foaming  and 
lock  fade. 

!  O-RIng  Piston  Seal  .  .  .  the  O-ring  feature 
duces  metal  to  metal  friction  and  provides  a 
}sitive  seal  between  the  piston  and  cylinder 
)re,  preventing  leakage  past  the  piston  and 
rcing  fluid  through  the  valving.  This  minimizes 
e  effects  of  temperature  and  cylinder  toler- 
ce  variations  and  helps  deliver  maximum 
ock  damping  action  under  the  toughest 
ling  conditions. 

100%  Coll-spring  Valving  ...  all  worKing 
Ives  within  the  shock  are  coil-spring  con- 
illed.  Coil  springs  defy  metal  fatigue  and 
ain  their  strength  throughout  the  life  of  the 
ock  absorber. 

Spring-loaded,  Multi-Hp  Shaft  Seal  ...  an 

portent  feature  that  adds  directly  to  the  long 
I  of  the  shock  absortier.  The  multi-lip  seal 
»ps  oil  in  and  dirt  out  of  the  shock  cylinder, 
e  coil  spring  forces  the  seal  up  tight  against 
!  shaft  and  compensates  for  wear  while  giving 
i  tightest  possible  seal  against  fluid  leakage. 
Hydraulic  Rebound  Stop  .  .  .  oil-flow  cutoff 
ivents  shock  absorbers  from  "topping  out" 
extension  stroke.  Eliminates  metal  to  metal 
itact  and  prevents  shock  damage.  Provides 
ooth,  quiet  absorption  of  sudden  rebound 
lact. 


#6  All-weather  Fluid  ...  the  product  of  exhaus- 
tive research,  it  retains  its  efficiency  at  all 
extremes  of  temperature.  Resists  thickening  in 
extreme  cold  and  thinning  out  under  intense 
heat. 

#7  Chrome-plated,  Induction-hardened  Shaft . . . 

protects  the  shaft  from  road  debris  and  reduces 
pitting  and  corrosion  damage.  Extends  the  life 
of  the  shock  absorber. 

#8  Independent  Replenishing  Valve  . .  .  instant 
response  to  rebound  for  better  control  and 
greater  comfort.  Reduces  damaging  heat  build- 
up for  longer  shock  life. 

#9  Springs  .  .  .  the  shock  absorber  springs  are 
coiled  from  high  tensile  strength  chrome  silicon 
wire  for  the  lowest  possible  stress  levels  during 
use.  This  superior  quality  wire  assures  you  of 
extremely  long  spring  life  and  virtually  elimi- 
nates the  problem  of  spring  sacking. 

MAGAZUVES  AGREE 

Many  leading  motorcycle  magazines  have  test- 
ed and  reviewed  the  TRICKIT®  GP  shock 
absorbers  and  springs  and  have  awarded  high 
marks  .  .  .  magazines  such  as  RIDER,  CYCLE 
GUIDE,  MOTORCYCLIST,  ROAD  RIDER.  The 
consensus  from  the  magazine  test  riders  was 
the  same  in  every  case  —  a  top  quality,  long- 
lasting,  performance  shock  and  spring  for  a 
very  reasonable  price.  Here  are  a  couple  of 
examples  of  what  they  had  to  say: 
CYCLE  GUIDE,  MAY,  1978  —  "GP  shocks  and 
springs  provided  can't  bust  'em  performance  for 
the  last  10,500  miles."  The  test  was  a  long  term 
15,000  mile  evaluation  of  the  GS750  Suzuki. 
ROAD  RIDER,  APRIL,  1978  —  "The  Number  1 
(TRICKIT®  GP)  shocks  lived  up  to  their  name 
in  an  impressive  manner.  They  are  definitely 
worthy  of  consideration  when  it  comes  time 
for  a  change."  This  test  was  a  6,000  mile  hard 
riding  tour  test  on  a  Honda  CB750K.  The  shocks 
were  compared  to  new  factory  units  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  6.000  miles  on  a  shock  test  dyna- 
mometer. Again  from  ROAD  RIDER:  "...  both 
shocks  were  well  within  Gabriel's  manufac- 
turing tolerances  and  —  in  terms  of  allowable 
specifications  —  could  have  been  sold  as 
new  units." 

There's  more  but  why  not  call  and  order  a  pair 
for  your  motorcycle  today.  See  for  yourself  the 
quality  and  performance  available  at  this  infla- 
tion fighting  price. 

TEN  DAT  nUAJL 

What  is  even  more  impressive,  buying  by  mail, 
you  can  prove  what  we  say  is  true  to  your  own 
satisfaction  without  risking  one  cent.  You  have 
ten  days  to  put  the  TRICKIT®  GP  shocks  and 
springs  to  the  test  —  to  confirm  they  perform 
and  they  are  sharp  in  appearance.  Satisfy  your- 
self. Compare  with  any  shock  and  spring  of  this 
type  at  any  price.  If  the  value  is  not  as  great  as 
we  say,  if  they  do  not  win  your  pleasure  and 


satisfaction,  send  them  back  for  a  complete 
refund. 

ONE  TEAR  KARRANTT 

Your  TRICKIT*  GP  shocks  and  springs  come 
with  a  one  year  limited  warranty  to  the  original 
purchaser.  Remember,  though,  the  quality 
engineered  TRICKIT®  GP  shocks  and  springs 
assure  you  of  thousands  of  miles  of  trouble- 
free  performance. 

POLISHED  CHROME  OR  BLACK 

So  order  your  TRICKIT*  GP  shocks  and  springs 
today.  The  price,  including  all  shipping  and 
handling  charges  and  insurance,  is  just  $69.95 
a  pair  for  polished  chrome  or  $59.95  a  pair  In 
lusterous  black  finish.  There's  a  pair  waiting 
for  your  BMW,  Honda,  Kawasaki,  Moto  Guzzi, 
Norton,  Triumph,  Suzuki,  Yamaha,  etc.,  ready 
to  make  it  handle  superbly  and  look  greati 
Order  now! 

CALL  TOLL  FREE 

800-423-4822 

(In  California,  Hawaii  &  Alaska  213-287-9738) 

GIVE  THE  ORDER  DESK  YEAR,  MAKE  & 
MODEL  OF  YOUR  MOTORCYCLE.  SPECIFY 
CREDIT  CARD  —  VISA,  MASTERCHARGE, 
AMERICAN  EXPRESS. 


Give  the  card  number,  expiration  date  and  your 
name  and  shipping  address.  Within  24  hours 
your  shocks  will  be  on  the  way.  Remember  the 
price  includes  all  shipping  and  handling 
charges.  You  may  also  call  toll  free  800-423-4822 
to  order  COD  —  or  send  check  or  money  order 
by  mail.  Be  sure  to  specify  year,  make  and 
model.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 

Dealer  Inquiries  Invited 


TRICKIT  SUSPENSION  SYSTEMS 
DEPT. 

4931  N.  ENCINITA  AVENUE 
TEMPLE  CITY,  CA  91780 

Number  1  Products  Inc. 


IT  DOESNT  HAVE  TO  BE  A 
FORD  TO  GET  THE  MOST  OUT  OH 
AUTOUTE  SMRK  PIUGS. 


You  probably  know  that  Autolite  makes  the  plugs 
that  come  in  Ford  cars. 

But  if  you're  into  things  that  move  on  two 
wheels,  you  may  not  know  that  Autolite  makes 
the  same  high  efficiency  plugs  for  just  about 
every  bike  ever  made,  American  or 
imported. 

So  if  you're  into  something  as  hairy 
as  a  Suzuki  RM  400  or  as  undemanding 
as  an  Indian  Mini  Mini,  you  won't  have 
far  to  ride  to  find  good  plugs. 


/lutolite 


Fram  and  Aulolile  are  Bendix  Companies 
Fram  Corporation.  Providence.  Rhode  Island  02916 
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irstow  to  Vegas."  said  one  of  the  guys 
iding  with  us  and  not  w  ith  the  Phan- 
Duck.  "Gosh.  I've  wanted  to  do  this 
iince  I  saw  'On  Any  Sunday."  " 
isn't  alone.  Whai  Marlon  Brando  did 
e  image  of  motorcycles  in  the  mind  of 
eneral  public.  Bruce  Brown  did  for 
rcycles  in  the  minds  of  enthusiasts, 
iterally  millions  of  people  who  didn't 
they  were  enthusiasts. 
"II  never  know  which  caused  what. 

is  true  that  uncounted  numbers  of 
e  saw  Malcolm  Smith's  grin,  and  the 
tive  way  Malcolm  whooshed  past  his 

and  giggled  when  Sieve  McQueen 
1  his  face,  and  appreciated  how  the 
IS  of  Filsinore.  Calif,  didn't  mind  all 
ces  racing  through  town.  And  it's  true 
lanv  hundreds  of  thousands  of  peo- 

nt  out  and  bt)ught  motorcycles  dur- 
e  time  OAS  was  being  shown.  Did 


;  BMW  R65  test  in  the  December 
.  we  exceeded  our  poetic  license, 
ig  the  test,  we  said  Beemers  "cost,  in 
:ases.  twice  as  much  as  Japanese 
les  of  comparable  size." 


ON  ANY  SUNDAY,  AGAIN 


they  like  bikes  because  of  the  movie?  Did 
they  like  the  movie  because  of  bikes? 

Does  it  matter?  Thing  here  is.  OAS  was 
the  best  motorcycle  movie  ever  made.  If 
put  onto  film  all  the  excitement  and  fun  of 
riding  bikes  and  a  good  portion  of  a  gener- 
ation likes  bikes  as  (we  suspect)  a  result. 

It  may  happen  again.  Brown  has  sold 
rights  to  the  name  to  a  producer,  who  in 
turn  has  hired  the  cameraman  who  did 
most  of  the  original  movie. 

Thev  will  make  a  sequel.  "On  Any  Sun- 
day II  " 

What  it  will  be  like,  we  don"t  know.  But 
because  our  own  Joe  Parkhurst  is  invt)lved 
in  the  project,  and  the  narrator  will  be 
Larry  HulVman.  the  most  energetic  race 
announcer  ever,  and  because  the  men 
doing  the  actual  work  are  the  same  guvs, 
we  expect  it  v\  ill  be  a  good  movie. 

One  part  we"vc  heard  about  is  road 


THOSE  BMW  PRICES 

BMW  has  called  us  on  that,  and  cor- 
rectly. Although  that  may  have  been  true 
awhile  back.  BMW  has  worked  hard  at 
holding  the  price  line  and  the  yen-dollar 
exchange  rates  have  forced  the  Japanese  to 


racing  coverage.  Nice  deal  here.  The  movie 
company  is  sponsoring  an  American 
Federation  of  Motorcyclist  six-hour  race 
at  Ontario  Motor  Speedway  on  April  2^. 
Because  the  company  is  backing  the  race, 
the  purse  has  been  increased,  and  because 
the  purse  is  larger  unc/  the  teams  will  have 
their  chance  to  break  into  the  movies, 
already  there  are  more  entries  than  there"ll 
be  room  for. 

How  will  they  film  it?  They"ve  built  a 
racing  movie  bike,  with  a  huge  fairing 
housing  four  cameras,  pointed  in  all  direc- 
tions, to  be  ridden  by  the  legendary  Dick 
"Bugsv""  Mann. 

The  movie  will  be  filmed  during  1979 
and  is  expected  to  appear  in  theaters  or 
w  hatever  in  1980.  We"re  looking  forward  to 
it. 


increase  their  prices.  As  a  result,  although 
the  R65  does  cost  more  than  other  650s. 
the  difl'ercntial  is  not  times  two.  Our  mis- 
take,  and  our  apologies. 


n  by  Doug  Roy 
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ON  DEAF  EARS 


A year  ago,  give  or  take,  the  gummint 
incarnated  as  the  EPA  proposed  mo- 
torcycle noise  regulations  which  have  since 
been  reported  on  at  length.  Now  the  EPA 
has  published  a  summary  of  comments 
about  the  proposal  and  the  most  obvious 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  summary 
is  that  most  of  the  people  who  felt  strongly 
enough  about  the  matter  to  write  don't  like 
the  proposal. 

More  than  2000  people  commented 
about  the  regulations.  That  boils  down  to 
1855  private  citizens,  25  self-appointed 
public  interest  groups,  49  motorcycle  inter- 
est groups,  69  motorc-ycle  distributors  or 
dealers,  HI  state  and  local  governments 
and  10  who  could  not  be  categorized. 

Of  course  the  EPA  couldn't  actually 
read  2000  letters  and  make  sense  out  of 
them,  so  a  separate  firm.  Science  Applica- 
tions Inc.  of  McLean.  Virginia  was  hired  to 
categorize  the  comments. 

Of  the  private  citizens,  1 124  opposed  the 
proposal,  689  supported  it  and  42  made 
comments  neither  supporting  or  opposing 
it.  Self-appointed  public  interest  groups, 
on  the  other  hand,  favor  regulation  21  to  3. 
Obviously  the  motorcycle  interest  groups 
and  dealers/distributors  opposed  the  plan 
but  state  and  local  governments  supported 
it  42  to  7.  The  miscellaneous  responses 
were  split  two  for,  two  against  and  six 
neither  for  nor  against. 

The  summary  also  breaks  down  each 
comment  by  category,  indicating  what  spe- 
cific points  were  made.  As  an  example,  39 
percent  of  those  favoring  the  proposal 
supported  the  regulation  in  general.  How- 
ever, only  1  percent  of  those  in  favor  of  the 
proposal  actually  said  new  motorcycles 
need  to  be  quieted  further.  Most  of  the 
supporting  comments  "expressed  concern 
over  nrotorcycle  operator  behavior"  or 
"concern  over  enforcement." 

Two  different  comments  were  made 
most  often  by  those  opposed  to  the  pro- 
posal. A  full  6 1  percent,  or  764  people,  felt 
the  proposal  increased  costs  too  much,  was 
cost  ineffective  or  would  have  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  balance  of  trade  and  inflation. 
A  smaller  group,  606  people,  or  49  percent, 
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said  new  motorcycles  are  quiet  enough 
already.  Other  important  points  raised  by 
large  numbers  of  people  opposed  to  the 
regulations  are  that  the  regulations  would 
require  a  major  sacrifice  in  performance 
and  limit  design  freedom,  that  Harley- 
Davidson  and  the  smaller  European  mo- 
torcycle manufacturers  might  not  be  able 
to  meet  the  standards,  that  the  only  noise 
problem  is  because  of  inoperable  mufflers 
and  that  the  government  regulates  too 
much. 

All  the  comments  were  broken  down 
further  into  categories  for  private  citizens, 
public  interest  groups,  motorcycle  interest 
groups,  motorcycle  dealers/distributors 
and  state  and  local  governments. 

Of  particular  interest  are  the  comments 
of  state  and  local  governments.  There  were 
responses  from  1 1 1  governmental  agencies 
and  only  49  indicated  support  or  opposi- 
tion. Most,  62  responses  and  56  percent, 
gave  no  indication. 

According  to  the  summary,  71  percent 
"support  regulation  in  general."  Fifty-six 
agencies  returned  the  EPA  questionnaire 
but  many  of  the  questions  weren't  an- 
swered. Of  those  returned,  61  percent  felt 
motorcycle  noise  was  a  problem  in  their 
area,  32  perc-ent  felt  most  of  the  noise 
problem  was  caused  by  modified  vehicles, 
33  percent  felt  the  EPA  should  require  the 
manufacture  of  quieter  motorcycles,  and 
14  percent  anticipate  increased  motorcycle 
noise  enforcement. 

Besides  the  summary,  four  categories  of 
respondents  were  identified  but  not  cate- 
gorized. Comments  from  the  aftermarket 
manufacturers,  motorcycle  and  moped 
manufacturers,  motorcycle  trade  associa- 
tions and  the  "biomedical  community" 
will  be  analyzed  separately  for  the  final 
tabulation. 

What  all  the  numbers  actually  mean  is 
less  apparent.  Obviously  many  people  told 
the  EPA  that  the  proposed  motorcycle 
noise  regulations  were  excessive.  Whether 
the  EPA  chooses  to  listen  to  the  people  or 
not  is  the  big  question.  And  with  the  EPA 
as  judge,  jury  and  prosecuting  attorney,  the 
room  for  error  is  large. 


Wet  weather  motorcyclists  leart 
cope  with  many  discomforts 
inconveniences,  not  the  least  of  whic 
the  decrease  of  braking  ability  on  moto 
cles  equipped  with  disc  brakes. 

Many  solutions  to  the  problem  h 
been  proposed  and  adopted  by  the  woi 
motorcycle  manufacturers  but  the  k 
motorcycles,  for  the  most  part,  still 
some  of  their  braking  ability  when 
brakes  are  wet.  Suggested  solutions  1 
been  cast  iron  discs,  drilled  discs,  slo 
pucks  and  different  puck  material. 

The  latest  assault  on  the  problem 
come  from  England.  Dunlop  (the  tire  j 
pie)  engineers  tested  all  available  moto 
cle  disc  brake  systems  and  concluded 
most  of  the  supposed  solutions  wei 
effective.  Finally  Dunlop  developed  a 
tered  metallic  pad,  similar  to  the  pads  i 
on  aircraft  brakes,  for  test  motoivvcles 
now  has  plans  to  market  the  new  pad 
According  to  Dunlop  figures,  the 
pads  can  reduce  stopping  distances  ii 
wet  to  one  sixth  the  distance  of  con 
tional  brakes,  all  with  the  same  lever  | 
sure.  The  new  pads  can  be  used  with 
stainless  and  cast  iron  rotors  and  sh 
become  available  later  this  year. 

Dunlop,  however,  isn't  the  first  or 
company  to  develop  brake  pads  u 
work  in  wet  weather.  Harley-Da\  idsot 
had  a  similar  disc  brake  pad  availabl 
production  bikes  for  the  last  year  now. 
of  the  CYCLE  WORLD  editors  has  u 
Harley  with  the, metallic  pads  and  re 
excellent  results  in  wet  weather  but  al 
annoying  squeak  produced  when 
brakes  aren't  being  applied. 

Sintered  pads  are  made  by  comb 
various  metallic  dust  particles  and  ht 
the  elements  enough  for  them  to 
together  but  not  enough  for  the  panic 
actually  melt.  Different  pad  charac 
tics,  such  as  the  resistance  to  sque; 
wet  weather  stopping  power,  can  b 
signed  into  the  pads  by  changing  th( 
ments. 

The  Dunlop  pads,  to  be  produced 
wide  range  of  bikes,  will  likelv  be 
duced  in  England  first  and  later  exp 
to  other  countries. 


The 

Windjammer® 

Year  after  year.  Windjammer  Is 
recognized  as  the  final  word  in 
fairings. 

And  for  good  reason.  Its  judge 
has  been  time,  distance  and 
thousands  of  serious  riders  —  like 
yourself. 

This  year,  more  than  ever. 
Windjammer  is  simply  the  best  fair- 
ing you  can  buy. 

For  starters,  only  Windjammer 
offers  a  list  of  standard  features 
that  the  other  fairings  call  options. 
Like  leading-edge  running  lights, 
locking  storage  compartment, 
cigarette  lighter  and  adjustable  air 
vents,  to  name  a  few. 

Windjammer  is  also  the  most 
aerodynamical  ly  advanced  touring 
fairing  available  —  a  direct  result  of 
the  Vcttcr  commitment  to  con« 
stant,  subtle  design  refinement. 

And  now  Windjammer  is  avail- 
able color-matched  to  today's  lead- 
ing motorcycles  —  right  down  to 
the  striping. 

If  you're  serious  about  having 
fun,  get  behind  a  Windjammer. 
Anything  else  is  just  second  best. 

Visit  your  local  dealer  today,  or 
send  $1  for  our  new  20-page,  full- 
color  catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane, 
San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93401. 


First  to  do  it  right 


OUR  STAND  ON  HELMETS 


WHERE  ARE  THE  HODAKAS 


Anew  reader  wondered  at  our  remarks 
on  helmets,  particularly  when  we're 
commenting  on  Joan  Claybrook,  the  De- 
partment of  Transportation  and  various 
safety  studies  and  claims. 

Surprising,  we  thought,  as  throughout 
this  magazine's  life  we  have  always  taken 
the  same  stand.  But  in  case  we  haven't 
been  clear  before,  we'll  repeat: 

1)  We  oppose  mandatory  helmet  laws. 
We  consider  them  to  be  demeaning;  when 
you  make  decisions  for  somebody,  that 
implies  they  aren't  smart  enough  to  make 
their  own  decisions.  We  also  think  helmet 
laws  are  discriminatory  and  unconstitu- 
tional; other  road  users  aren't  required  to 


use  comparable  safety  equipment. 

2)  We  strongly  endorse  helmet  use. 
Helmets  work.  There  are  no  documented 
cases  of  helmets  doing  damage.  The  cases 
in  which  they  have  reduced  injuries  or 
prevented  injury  are  countless.  Everybody 
on  the  staff  wears  a  helmet  on  every  ride. 
Brands  are  a  matter  of  personal, choice  but 
air  the  helmets  on  staff  are  Snell  Founda- 
tion approved,  meaning  they've  passed  the 
world's  toughest  test. 

We  respect  individual  rights  and  per- 
sonal or  religious  principles.  At  the  same 
time,  any  motorcycle  rider,  who  doesn't 
wear  a  helmet  is,  we  believe,  taking  an 
unnecessary  risk. 


There  are  still  some  Hodakas  availa 
to  the  public,  but  don't  count  on  fi 
ing  one  at  your  local  dealer.  Pabatco  ( 
cific  Basin  Trading  Company) 
imported  Hodakas  to  this  country  si 
the  mid  sixties  but  now  is  out  of 
Hodaka  business. 

Hodaka  Industrial  Co.  in  Japan  i 
separate  manufacturer  which  prodiii 
the  motorcycles  until  recent  economic  c 
ditions  forced  them  to  stop  producti 
When  that  happened,  Pabatco  still  I 
several  thousand  Hodakas  in  transit.  N 
Pabatco  has  sold  all  parts  and  accesso 
for  Hodakas  to  Wheels  of  Time.  Inc.  (I 
Box  7-A,  Island  Route,  Lock  Haven, 
17745).  Whether  Wheels  of  Time  will 
able  to  resume  import  of  Hodakas  is  as 
undecided.  Ed  Martin  of  Wheels  of  T 
has  said  there  is  a  desire  to  resume  proc 
lion  but  a  final  decision  would  have  to ' 
until  the  yen-dollar  valuation  has 
bilized.  He  said  a  number  of  new  desi 
including  four-stroke  engines,  have 
considered  for  new  Hodaka  molorcyc 
Until  the  .status  of  Hodaka  finall 
determined,  Hodaka  owners  should  sti 
able  to  find  parts  through  Bill's  Hoc 
Sales,  Highway'22  West,  Mexico, 
65265  or  through  Wheels  of  Time, 
there  still  are  a  couple  of  Hodakas,  m< 
250s,  unsold,  Martin  said. 


TALKING  ABOUT  SAFETY 


A little  more  than  a  year  from  now.  May 
18-23,  1980,  experts  in  motorcycle 
safety  will  gather  at  the  Hyatt  Regency 
Hotel  in  Washington,  D.C.  for  what  will  be 
the  largest  international  motorcycle  safety 
conference  yet  conducted. 

The  conference  was  first  proposed  by  the 
Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation  nearly  a 
year  ago.  Last  summer  a  steering  commit- 


tee met  at  MSF  oflices  in  Maryland  to  plan 
the  conference.  Members  of  the  steering 
committee  are  Ed  Youngblood  of  the 
AMA,  Ken  Ito  of  Yamaha  Motor  Corp., 
Mel  Stahl  of  the  MIC,  Stu  Munro  of 
Transport  Camada,  Dr.  James  McKnight 
of  the  National  Public  Services  Research 
Institute,  Lew  Buchanan  and  Herbert  Mil- 
ler of  N  HTS A  and  Bob  Carpenter  of  Road 


Rider  Magazine. 

Conference  participants  will  pre 
technical  and  research  papers  in 
areas:  psychology  of  driving,  novice 
education,  advanced  rider  education 
torcycle  licensing,  vehicle  dynamics 
safety  systems,  public  education  and  i 
mation,  problem  identification  and  a 
sis,  and  mopeds. 


HONDA  XRSOO 

At  Last  A  Big  Bore  Four-Stroke  Dirt  Bike 
That  Lives  Up  To  Its  Promise 


■  ("lcvcrnc>>s  lends  to 
tangle.  M>  lo  dcscrihc 
Honda's  XR500  as  a 
(ircal  Bia;  [)irt  Bike  is 
Ui  pla\  \sith  UDfds 
and  risk  some  confu- 
sion. Big  is  no  proh- 
lem.  as  any  otV-road 
machine  with  4S)8cc. 
36  bhp  and  a  read\- 
to-ridc  weight  of  2 s's  lb.  is.  well.  hiu. 

Cireat.'  fhat's  gonna  take  some  explam- 
ing. 

It  may  also  require  some  detiniiion.  ^ou 
can  buy  36  bhp  within  a  smaller  cvimder. 
in  a  bike  that's  much  lighter  and  u  hich  has 
more  suspension  travel  For  the  past  >e\- 
erai  years  the  dirt  world  has  been  moNim: 
in  the  small  and  light  direction.  So  here's 
t  h  i s  1  a  rge  a  n d  h  ea\  y  m  ac h  i  n e  a  n  d  w  h  \  i  sn  ■  t 
Great  Big  a  contradiction  in  terms'  > 


Because  ihe  XR500  is  great  at^^ing 
precisely  what  some  of  us  want  a  dirt  bike 
to  do. 

How  Honda  has  afit>i"ip''shed  this  be- 
gins with  the  original  XL250.  which  re- 
tamed  the  four-stroke  Single  to  the  dirt. 
*-^he  first  real  progress  came  with  the 
XL250S.  which  actually  works  well  in  the 
dirt. 

The  XR500— also  supplied  in  dual-pur- 
pose XL  form,— may  Seem  to  be  an  en- 
larged 250S.  Itlsn't.  The  inore  one  looks  at 
the  specifications  of  Ijotn,  the  more  it 
appears  that  the  250  was  practice,  that  all 
the  engineering  first  seen  on  the  smaller 
bike  was  actually  intended  for  the  500. 

The  XR500  and  250  are  masterpieces  of 
integrated  engineering,  with  every  compo- 
nent and  design  based  on  another  part  of 
the  bike.  Engine  height  dictated  frame 
design,  the  front  wheel  created  the  exhaust 
pipes,  and  so  forth. 

,^th  the  XR500  we  can  begin  with  the 
engine,  on  grounds  that  it's  the  most  ob- 
vious difference  between  the  two  model 
lines. 

In  general,  the  500  Single  is  the  250 
Single  scaled  up.  Both  use  double  balan- 
cers.rotalirig_jn  opposition  to  the  crank- 
-4 putting  the  engine  as  close  to 
Is  a  Single  can  get.  We're  told  the 
riTt^  smoothness  was  needed  by  the 
stressed-engine  frame.  Surely  if  that  ap- 
plied to  the  250  it  must  be  even  moreso 
wi*  (tie  500. 

The  500  Single  comes  in  three,  well,  two 
and  a  haM  vgfsions.  The  street-legal 


XL500  is  the.<«)ildest,^ecause  il  meets 

federal  emissions  and  noise  levels.  The  XR 
has  a  largefccarb.jetted  for  optimum  per- 
formance, and  a  lighter  (and  bv  a  few 
decibels)  louder  exhaust.  There  wHl  also 
be  an  cnduro  kit.  with  higher  compression 
ratio^  a  still-larger  curb,  a  Keihin  with  even 
a  box  of  jets  and  a  tuning  manual,  a 
camshaft  with  more  duration  and  still  an- 
other exhaust.  Honda  really  does  hope 
owners  get  involved  with  enduros  and 
such.  The  kit  increases  rated  power  to  40.8. 
Enough,  we  are  told,  for  anybody.  They 
originally  designed  a  full-race  kit  with  45 
bhp.  but  not  even  their  team  pros  could 
keep  the  beast  on  the  trail  while  using  full 
power. 

One  technut  note:  The  500  is  part  of  the 
new  Honda  family,  as  in  four-valve  head 
and  pentroof  combustion  chamber,  like 
thfi  250vSmgle.  500  Twin.  750  Four  and 
I04T  Sixr  But.  The  other  engines  use  a 
penthouse  (what  else  would  you  call  it?) 
piston  crown,  like  a  long  igloo  with  a  flat 
roof.  The  •500  has_^\flat  crown.  When 
compression  is  increased,  as  with  the  kit. 
the  piston  crown  is  raised  one  mm,  but 
still  is  flat. 

Working  on  the  same  puzzle,  the  CBX 
Six  has  a  spark  advance  curve  like  a  .set  of 
stairs,  and  an  elaborate  electronic  control 
to  ensure  the  sparks  arejj^)^^ust  right. 

While  most  engines  need  added  ad- 
vance all  the  way  to  at  least  3(X)0  rpm,  the 
5(X)'s  advance  curve  is  all  done  at  1800 
rpm.  The  5(X)'s  advance  control  is  mechan- 
^cal,  good  ol'  bob  weights  and  springs. 


This  is  not  to  sav  ij^ 
5UU  is  wrong.  InstcaT'the 
5(X)'s  comhustion  chai»bi*is 
differeni.  The  only  clue  as  to 
why  is  that  because  Honda 
naturally  wanted  the  5(X)  to 
be  no  taller  than  it  had  lo  jie 
and  the  enginteJs^idn't  figure 
the  thumper  needed  a  long  stroke, 
the  ^bO's  bore  is  a  whopping  T^Pkniti 
compared  wHh.  62mm  for  the  750  i 
to  78mm  for  the  CX500.  Valve  in^  " 
angles  are  pretty  near  the  same 
engines,  by  the  way.  while  valvi 
increase  in  proportion  to  the  bore. 

PerhapS-and  if  Honda  R&D  war 
^j^Anqpt.  we'd  like  to  hear  fTo|ktti 
!^wlfflne  bore  and  thus  the 
reaches  a  certain  size,  ||^^wirlii^| 
flow  or  flame  propagatio^9llk(i£0^ 
thing  changes  and  thus  the  largish 
needs  a  different  piston  crown. 

But  that's  blueprint  racing.  Ncy^ 
the  en§iigS{^  wonder  at  our  choi^ 
words  on  occasio»r"  1 

Most  useful  bit  on  the  500  is  the 
pression  release,  or  perhaps  4t-shoii| 
called  a  compression  limiter.  As  wil 
250  and  the  185  Singles,  the  500 
linkage  attache?  to  the  kick  stai 
opens  the  exhaust  valves  just  th( 
amount  at  the  right  time,  so  a  1 
person  can  kick  the  engine  through 
more  important,  not  worry  that  the  g 
gonna  kick  back. 

The  5(X)  also  has  the  two-pipe  ex 
When  commenting  on  that  feature  < 


DOS  by  Paul  Zeek 
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Shocks  mount  directly  atop  the  rear  axle, 
which  puts  less  twist  and  bend  into  the  swing 
arm. 


250  engine,  we  made  a  comment  that  only 
poor  Rudge  had  done  this  previously.  And 
we  got  angry  letters  from  Rudge  owners. 

So.  The  reason  for  the  comment  was 
simply  that  umpty-twelve  engine  builders 
have  used  four-valve  heads  for  years.  With 
few  exceptions,  all  these  builders  have 
found  one  exhaust  port  to  work  just  fine 
with  two  exhaust  valves.  Ergo.  Honda  does 
not  have  the  dual  exhaust  for  power.  There 
may  be  a  gain  in  longevity,  as  there's  a 
passage  for  cool  air  to  flow  between  the 
pipes  and  to  the  exhaust  ports,  but  the  real 
benefit  is  that  the  two  small  pipes  can 
make  a  tighter  curve  and  clear  the  semi- 
downtube.  which  is  tucked  close  to  the 
engine  so  there's  room  for  the  front  wheel. 

Clever  thinking  for  the  driveline  and 
gearbox.  As  with  the  250,  the  500  reduces 
stress  fed  to  the  transmission  by  not  multi- 
plying as  much  torque  as  is  usual.  There 
are  some  selected  additions  of  material,  as 
in  the  primary  drive  gear  widened  from  12 
to  15  mm,  and  the  front  balancer  going 
from  19  to  31  mm  wide,  and  the  500  gears 
are  given  more  extensive  heat  treatment 
and  are  thus  stronger  for  their  size. 

The  major  change  is  due  to  stress  being 
caused  by  impulse  rather  than  pure  power. 
A  500  Four  has  lighter  gears  than  a  500 
Single,  for  instance,  because  four  cylinders 
deliver  a  series  of  taps  while  one  big 
cylinder  gives  big  thumps. 

Along  with  larger  crank  bearings  and 
treated  gears,  the  500  gets  primary  drive 
with  coil  spring  dampers,  rather  than  rub- 
ber cushions,  and  a  coil-sprung  hub  for  the 
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Odometer  has  nice  big  knob  but  lacks  in- 
stant re-set. 


clutch.  The  larger  thumps  are  cushioned 
while  this  solution  allows  the  500's  case  to 
be  no  wider  than  the  250's  case.  Remark- 
able. 

Here's  some  of  that  Great  vs.  Big.  At  85 
lb  minus  carb,  the  500  is  awfully  heavy  for 
a  dirt  bike  engine.  At  the  same  time  it's  10 
lb  lighter  than  the  Yamaha  500  and  is 
smaller,  even  with  the  counter-balancers. 
And  the  Honda  500  is  only  10  lb  heavier 
than  the  Honda  250  four-stroke.  The  500 
engine  is  big.  But  it  isn't  fat. 

Frame  design  is  like  the  250.  with 
stressed  engine  serving  as  its  own  cradle. 
The  frame  has  a  short  over-and-under 
backbone,  with  head  steady  at  the  junction 
of  backbone  and  duplex  Y  cage  for  the 
seat,  upper  shock  mounts  and  swing  arm 
pivot.  The  latter  attaches  quite  close  to  the 
rear  engine  mounts.  The  two  pairs  of 
mounts  share  a  lug.  which  should  feed 
swing  arm  loads  into  the  engine,  where 
they  are  damped  out. 

Some  of  the  limits  to  the  four-stroke 
Smgle  turn  here  into  mutual  benefits.  The 
500  engine  is  by  its  own  nature  tall,  having 
the  monkey-motion  stuff"  atop  the  barrel. 
With  no  engine  cradle,  the  engine  sump 
can  be  the  lowest  part.  And  because  the  23- 
in.  front  wheel  and  8.8  in.  front  wheel 
travel  dictate  a  high  steering  head,  the 
backbone  can  be  relatively  straight,  which 
makes  it  strong,  while  slanting  down  to  the 
rear  section  of  the  frame  and  providing  a 
relatively  low  seat.  (We  all  liked  the  tank 
shape,  by  the  way,  which  may  mean  we're 
getting  used  to  the  Honda  Hump  that 


Levers  and  pegs  extend  beyond  skidf 
but  are  foldable  and  spring  loaded. 


Square  headlight  rides  in  number  platt 


looked  so  odd  when  it  appeared  o 
Hawk  400s.) 

Frame  tube  diameter  is  the  same  f 
XR  and  XL  500s  and  250s,  while  thi 
thickness  is  increased  for  the  500  n: 
and  wheelbase  is  lengthened  by  0.4 
the  backbone  for  the  XL  models,  th 
ter  to  provide  stability  with  equal  st< 
head  rake.  Bare  frame  weights  range 
20  lb.  on  the  XR250  to  23  -I-  for  the  X 

XR500  suspension  has  some  ur 
thinking  in  some  diff"erent  direction; 

The  forks  have  only  springs  and  o 
air  pressure  supplement.  There  are 
triple  clamps,  with  double  pinch  bo 
and  bottom.  The  leading  axle  is 
fixed  within  the  lower  sliders.  Thi 
wedges  directly  in  the  casting  of  the  I 
and  is  held  by  a  four-bolt  cap,  ju 
Honda's  motocrossers.  in  the  right  1 
search  shows  that  a  rigid  axle  is  vi 
good  handling.  Honda's  research  ha 
vinced  their  engineers  that  an  imm 
axle  is  more  useful  than  beefy  stai 
tubes,  as  well  as  lighter.  The  .XR's 
are  tapered;  widest  at  the  top.  to 
room  for  generous  bushings  and  rt 
stiction.  then  thinner,  for  lightnes 
forks  use  conventional  damping  roc 
package  lacks  novelty.  compare( 
what  the  motocrossers  have  been 
recently,  but  getting  out  of  context 
was  no  sign  of  front-end  flex.  F 
application  Honda  has  chosen  wel 

The  swing  arm.  again  compare 
motocross  and  enduro  models  fron 
makes,  looks  too  small.  Flimsy,  eve 


Dual  exhaust  pipes  wrap  around  downtube  and  give  clearance  for  23-in.  front  wheel. 


rlhiKks  are  mounted  directh  aiop  ih 


while  everybody  else,  along  with 
da  on  their  racing  two-strokes,  puts  the 
:xs  forward  on  the  arm.  so  as  to  get 
wheel  travel  from  equal  shock  travel, 
(le  gas/oil  shocks  are  exceptionally 
:  a  full  16.75  in.  They  tilt  forward.  This 
!0s  the  leverage  changes  and  the  effec- 
«sprine  rate  decreases  with  travel, 
m  the  other  factories  do  this,  they 
j|de  progressive-rate  springs  or  two  or 
springs  of  increasing  rate,  because 
usly  you  need  a  soft  spring  for  little 
>  and  a  stiff  spring  for  big  jumps, 
nda  designers  had  their  reasons.  A 
ird-mount  shock  needs  a  massive 
arm.  because  vvhen  >ou  have  rear 
being  fed  into  the  pivot  from  18 
away,  and  resisted  by  the  shocks 
12  inches  from  the  pivot,  you  got 
ge  that  only  a  braced  and  beefed  arm 
sist.  When  banging  and  twisting  go 
ly  to  the  shocks,  you  don't  have  lever- 
id  the  arm  can  be  lighter 


ull  circle  engineering.  Chances 
ar»  the  engineers  began  with  the  unavoid- 
able engine  height  and  the  seat  height  they 
knew  iTiost  playriders  would  accept. 
Ground  clearance  must  be  greater  than 
wheel  travel  or  you  do  a  classic  belly- 
whoomper  on  the'farside  of  a  jump.  With 
those  limits  set.  wheel  travel  came  natu- 
rall).  With^limited  wheel  travel,  the  XR 
could  afford  the  light  sw  ing  arm  and  back- 
mount  shcKks.  By  making  shock /wheel 
travel  ratios  as  close  as  practical  the  en- 
gineers also  gave  the  shocks  more  time  and 
travel  to  do  their  damping  magic,  which 
the\  do  quite  well  "  * 

Brakes  are  housed  in  conical  hubs.  The 
spokes  are  tapered.  larger  at  the  hub  end. 
then  thinner  This  may  be  more  weight 
reduction,  and  it's  also  true  that  in  some 
applications  a  tapered  spoke  (or  anv  tube) 
is  stronger  than  a  thick  one  Because  we 
have  only  ridden  the  XR500  for  a  few 
weeks  and  several  hundred  miles  at  this 
writing,  we  can  say  the  spokes  are  all  intact 


and  have  not  loosened  more  ibatv  is  nor- 
mal for  a  new  rim.  We  can't  say  how  they'll 
hold  up  in  the  long  run.    ■*  - 

Tires  are  Honda's  own  Claw  -Action  pat- 
tern, in  this  case  the  6-ply  enduro  style 
with  an  gitra  row  of  lugs  on  the  sidewall.  vs 
the  motocross  pattern  with  smoother 
shoulders.  The  front  is  a  900  x  23.  Honda  "* 
believes  in  this  size,  saying  that  the  longer 
fwtprint  gives  more  grip  and  the  larger 
diameter  has  a  better  angle  of  attack,  that 
is.  it  makes  each  hole  or  rut  a  bit  less  deep 
than  it  would  be  for  a  21 -in.  wheel. 

The  XR500  has  a  scries  of  pleasant 
touches.  The  fuel  cap  is  large  and  can  be 
gripped  with  gloved  hands.  The  tool  bag. 
furnished  standard,  has  a  plastic  tray  bot- 
tom that  conforms  to  the  fender  and  then 
is  covered  with  some  sort  of  vinyl  top 
closed  by  zipper  a/i</ snaps.  The  tool  kit  is 
held  in  place  with  one  of  those  nylon  strap 
and  O-ring  things.  The  strap  cannot  be 
Nvorked  by  gloved  hands.  Or  b%  chilled  bare 
hngers.  Perhaps  it  will  stretch  with  use. 
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The  fenders  are  generous  and  have  molded 
stiffness  as  well  as  a  relief  for  the  hands  at 
the  back,  for  when  you  must  haul  the  bike 
out  of  whatever  you  rode  into.  The  push- 
pull  throttle  has  the  cables  routed  from  the 
top  of  the  housing,  where  they  are  less 
likely  to  be  fouled  or  ripped  by  whatever 
the  rider  falls  into.  There  are  covers  for  the 
lever  swivels  and  the  stanchion  tubes.  The 
levers  aren't  dog-legged  but  they  are  long 
enough  for  good  leverage.  The  mandatory 
(if  you're  offering  an  enduro  bike,  that  is) 
headlight  has  a  square  lens  and  rides  in- 
side a  number  plate.  There's  also  a  tiny 
taillight. 

The  XR  has  a  full-length  skidplate 
nicely  snugged  against  the  front  of  the 
case.  Both  shift  and  brake  levers  are  spring- 
loaded,  which  is  good  because  both  extend 
beyond  the  skidplate. 

The  lone  instrument  is  the  odo-speed- 
ometer.  The  former  has  a  big  re-set  knob, 
again  suitable  for  gloved  hands.  What  it 
doesn't  have  is  an  instant  re-set.  You  must 
wind  the  dial  back  to  zero,  an  act  that  takes 
forever  or  seems  to  if  you're  right  on  the 
minute  and  due  back  on  the  trail.  Strange 
feature  not  to  include. 

The  dual  exhaust  pipes  curve  back  into 
an  over-under  arrangement  behind  a  heat 
shield,  then  join  and  run  in  a  pipe  that 
looks  like  a  flattened  tomato  juice  can. 
What  it  actually  does  is  let  the  exhaust 
system  tuck  inside  the  frame  and  right- 
hand  shock  without  blocking  the  exhaust 
gas  flow.  The  mufller  proper  also  clears  the 
rider  easily.  There  are  no  passenger  pegs 
and  the  warning  decal  clearly  states  opera- 
tor only.  No  big  thing,  as  the  XL  series 
comes  with  passenger  pegs  and  grab  straps 
so  an  occasional  hanger-on  can  be  accom- 
modated. 

So  much  for  the  design  and  specifica- 
tions. What  they  add  up  to  first,  is  a  lot  of 
weight.  With  half  a  tank,  our  normal  stan- 
dard, the  XR500  tipped  the  scales  at  288 
lb.  That's  a  helluva  big  dirt  bike.  The  open 
class  motocrossers  and  enduro  mounts  are 
mostly  30  to  50  pounds  lighter.  The  old  XL 
Hondas  weighed  that  much  and  allowing 
for  model  changes  since  its  introduction, 
the  Yamaha  TT500,  natural  rival  to  the 
XR500.  weighed  282  lb.  last  time  we  had 
one  in  the  shop. 

Disappointing.  We  weighed  the  XR 
after  researching  all  the  features  and  mar- 
velling at  all  the  effort  made  to  reduce 
weight,  and  we  were  surprised.  Let  down, 
even. 

But  not  for  long.  What  all  the  full  circle 
engineering  did  was  pack  more  motorcycle 
into  this  large  package.  Every  pound  is 
there  for  a  reason  and  every  pound  has 
been  put  in  the  right  place. 

The  500  engine  is  just  about  impossible 
to  criticize.  The  choke  knob  is  on  the  bars. 
You  needn't  fiddle  with  getting  the  piston 
in  the  right  place  because  the  compression 
limiter  is  part  of  the  starting  system.  Choke 
and  no  throttle  when  cold,  no  choke  and  a 
crack  of  throttle  when  hot.  Leap  on  the 
lever  and  the  engine  is  running.  Unless  you 
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XR500  piston,  left,  has  flat  crown,  while 
smaller  XR250  piston  (and  most  of  the  other 
four-valve  Hondas)  has  dome  extending  into 
chamber 


Fitting  all  the  parts  inside  the  case  took 
careful  planning.  Note  how  close  machined 
flywheel  circles  come  to  teeth  on  mainshaft. 


know,  you'd  never  guess  it's  a  500.  Nor  do 
you  need  to  worry.  If  it  doesn't  light  early 
on,  keep  pushing  and  it  will.  There's  no 
chance  the  lever  will  bite  back,  unlike 
some  other  four-strokes  and  more  than  a 
few  two-strokes  we  could  name. 

Uh.  wait.  There  is  one  way  you  can  tell 
it's  a  500,  and  that's  if  you're  trained  in  the 
old  school  and  ease  the  engine  over  onto 
full  compression.  That  gives  a  running 
start  on  the  valve-lifter,  so  to  speak,  and 
the  engine  pushes  down  mighty  hard.  Best 
way  is  not  to  prepare.  Leave  the  piston 
where  it  stopped— which  won't  be  on  com- 
pression—and kick  down. 

The  500's  good  breathing  means  the 
power  is  there  without  the  rest  of  the 
engine  breathing  hard.  The  compression 
ratio  is  relatively  low,  the  cam  timing  is 
mild  and  the  result  is  a  soft  motor.  Plenty 
of  torque  and  the  XR500  gets  away  with  a 
5-lb.  flywheel,  just  like  the  one  on  the  250 
engine.  (The  XL5(K)  has  taller  gearing  and 
a  6-lb.  flywheel.) 

If  anybody  wants  to  build  a  500  trials 
engine,  here  one  is.  Right  ofl"  idle,  the  500 
can't  be  stopped.  You  can  ride  in  tight 


Camshaft  runs  on  head  surface,  w 
valves  through  rocker  arms. 


Engine  serves  as  its  own  cradle.  Ste 
head  to  swing  arm  pivot  is  nearly  a  sti 
line,  the  better  to  resist  flex. 


circles  at  idle,  sitting  down,  lunk, 
tunk. 

There  is  no  power  band,  partiall 
cause  the  torque  curve  is  so  flat  and 
tially  because  the  power  peak  is  low. 
rpm.  Huh.  Maybe  this  is  why  the 
piston  crown  and  the  limited  sparl 
vance.  They  don't  want  you  to  win 
engine  tighter  than  it  needs  to  go.  I  h 
signs  off  relatively  early. 

Because  we  were  also  testing  the  f 
250  at  the  time,  we  ran  them  togeth 
drag  races.  The  Honda  won. 

But  it  took  practice.  First,  the  I 
rider  couldn't  hear  his  engine,  not  n 
the  Maico.  He  was  revving  too  high  a 
lost. 

The  winning  secret  was  to  pop  the 
clutch  and  jump  into  the  lead.  Soon 
ffont  wheel  came  down,  shift  again  a 
first  to  the  flag,  no  matter  whether  th 
lb.  man  or  the  185-lb.  man  was  on 
bike. 

Useful  power.  Throttle  response 
mediate.  And  the  response  is  contro 
The  fast  guys  can  get  the  front  wh 
whenever  they  wish.  The  slow  guys  c 
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"runt  when  they  must.  Nice  distinction 
.  Because  we  like  to  pretend  we  are  all 

we  sometimes  forget  to  say  that  for 
L'  of  us.  to  lift  the  front  wheel  is  to  risk  a 
.  Too  much  power  too  quickly  and 

she  comes. 

'ith  the  XR500.  though,  even  the  cow- 
ers could  use  the  power.  What  this  is,  is 
t  we  call  an  "Oh,  S***!",  when  you 

the  hill  and  tind  a  rut  or  round  the 
and  confront  a  log  and  it's  too  late  to 

Even  the  pokers  could  get  the  XR's 
;1  into  the  air  and  save  the  day. 
ic  bike's  limits  are  set  by  the  gearing. 
XR500  is  designed  to  work  within  a 
d  range.  0  to  75  mph.  The  XR  has 
.'  power  than  the  Yamaha  500  but  the 
aha  has  at  least  10  mph  top  end  un  the 
da.  At  an  indicated  75.  the  XR500  is 
id  to  the  max. 

lid  of  a  surprise.  Gearbox  ratios  are 
lal.  within  fractions  of  the  TT500  and 
lusqvarna  OR390.  Doesn't  feel  like  it, 
ih.  because  the  XR  is  so  tractable  at 
pccds  and  has  such  a  low  top  speed 
while  on  the  way  from  one  to  the 
.  you're  always  shifting  up. 


What  it  is.  though,  is  that  the  balancers 
and  the  beautiful  throttle  control  of  the 
500  let  the  engine  work  well  at  lowest 
po.ssible  revs.  When  the  Yamaha  leaps 
forward  three  feet  with  each  great  Whump 
of  its  piston,  the  Honda  just  growls  along. 
And  when  the  Yamaha  winds  'way  past  its 
peak,  the  Honda  signs  oft". 

This  may  be  on  purpose,  the  top  speed 
being  not  especially  tops.  The  XR  felt  fine 
at  75.  on  rough  or  smooth.  Obviously  we 
don't  know  how  it  handles  faster  than  it 
will  go.  but  by  the  geometry  notebtnik.  we 
wouldn't  expect  a  problem. 

Thing  we'd  try  would  be  a  simple  gear- 
ing swap.  Go  up  one  tooth  on  the  coun- 
tershaft sprocket.  The  engine,  smooth  as  a 
500  Twin,  should  still  pull  well.  The  inter- 
nal ratios  would  be  widened,  in  efi'ect,  so 
you  could  stay  longer  in  each  gear,  and 
there'd  be  more  top  end.  or  less  engine 
speed  at  whatever  cruising  speed  the  trail 
allows.  Open  class  motocrossers  usually 
work  better  with  this  change  and  we  see  no 
reason  why  it  shouldn't  be  as  eflective 
here. 

With  the  engine  kit.  i.e.  racing,  taller 


gears  would  be  even  better. 

Honda's  wizards  also  appear  to  have 
built  something  of  a  speed  control  into  the 
handling.  First,  the  XR500  tracks  so  well 
the  racers  here  say  it  may  track  too  well. 
The  23-in.  tire  grips  all  the  time  and  at 
speed  it  can  be  difticult  to  wrench  the  bars 
oft"  the  straight.  Then,  because  the  front 
wheel  is  grooved  to  the  surface,  the  XR 
doesn't  like  to  slide.  This  is  accentuated  by 
the  soft  suspension  and  grippy  rear  tire. 
I  he  lire  will  bite  and  load  the  suspension 
and  when  it's  loaded,  the  rear  will  drift  out 
and  the  suspension  unloads  and  the  tire 
biles  again,  all  in  a  cycle  quicker  than  it 
can  be  described.  On  a  fire  break  or 
powerline  road  the  only  workable  tech- 
nique is  to  pitch  the  bike  in.  pivot  on  the 
front  wheel,  throw  the  back  out  with  full 
power  and  correct  as  the  lire  bites.  Our 
racers  say  they  don't  really  like  being  told 
what  to  do  by  the  bike. 

For  the  rest  of  us,  the  slowpokes,  this 
sounds  elitist.  The  XR  goes  where  pointed. 
You  needn't  be  out  of  control  to  be  in 
control,  and  for  those  of  us  who  rely  on  the 
machine  to  save  our  silly  necks  a  dozen 
limes  a  day.  this  stability  is  a  virtue  beyond 
price. 

The  suspension  is  astonishingly  good. 
The  figures,  that  is,  8.8  in.  travel  in  front, 
7.8  in.  in  the  back,  sound  average  for  a 
playbike.  They  aren't,  because  of  the 
weight.  Landing  a  450-lb.  package  from  a 
two-foot  jump  naturally  uses  up  more 
travel  than  will  a  375-lb.  package,  so  8.8 
and  7.8  inches  on  a  288-lb.  bike  isn't  like 
the  same  wheel  travel  on  a  210-lb.  bike. 
Especially  when  the  books  say  the  heavy 
bike's  springs  are  getting  softer  as  they  get 
closer  to  their  stops. 

Doesn't  work  out  that  way.  Okay,  you 
can  bottom  the  XR500.  You  can  bang  both 
ends  into  their  stops  oft"  jumps  or  over 
severe  cross  grain,  and  you  can  bottom  the 
rear  shocks  on  whoops  or  when  you  charge 
full  boogie  into  a  bermed  corner. 

But  it  doesn't  happen  often.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  day.  the  heaviest  rider  was 
talking  new  springs  and  both  he  and  the 
lightweight  were  thinking  air  caps. 

The  XR500  suspension  works.  Only  real 
flaw  is  that  on  a  rocky  uphill  the  soft  front 
sometimes  w  ill  bounce  out  of  the  line.  The 
rest  of  the  time,  once  we'd  figured  out  that 
just  as  a  heavy  bike  lands  hard,  so  is  it  less 
likely  to  jump  as  high,  the  supple  ride 
came  into  its  own. 

The  back  wheel  doesn't  chatter,  even 
without  a  full  floating  brake.  The  XR  will 
run  across  deep  whoops  at  rapid  speeds 
with  no  sign  of  the  back  kicking  sideways. 
The  .soft  springs  soak  up  the  bad  parts  and 
the  damping  is  just  right,  lets  the  easy  ride 
keep  the  back  wheel  on  the  ground.  There 
is  a  provision  for  pre-load,  with  a  ring  you 
can  set  in  one  of  three  grooves  in  the  shock 
body.  By  the  end  of  the  second  day,  the 
light  man  figured  he'd  leave  both  ends 
alone  and  the  heavy  one  thought  full  pre- 
load would  take  care  of  him. 

The  XR's  rear  shocks  are  the  best  we've  > 
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HONDA  XR500 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $0000 

Fork  travel  8.8  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter   35mm 

Rear  wheel 

.   travel   7.8  in. 

Tire,  front  3.00-23  6  ply 

Tire,  rear  4.60-18  6  ply 

Engine  sohc  Single 

Bore  X  stroke  89  x  80mm 

Piston  displacement  498cc 

Compression  ratio  8.6:1 

Claimed 

power  35.9@  6500  rpm 

Claimed  torque  na 

Carburetion   35mm  Keihin 

Ignition   GDI 

Lubrication  system  wet  sump 
Primary 

drive  Straight-cut  gear 

Gear  Ratios,  overall:  1 

5th  7.22 

4th  8.16 

3rd  10.20 

2nd   13.44 

1st  20.10 

Oil  capacity  ,....2.1  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  2.6  gal. 

Fuel  tank  material  steel 

Swing  arm  material  steel 

Starter  primary  kick 

Air  filtration   oiled  foam 

Frame  material  steel 

DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase   56.5  in. 

Seat  height  34.6  in. 

Seat  width  7.5  in. 

Seat  length  23.5  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center  16.0  in. 

Handlebar  width  33.0  in. 

Footpeg  height  13.7  In. 


Footpeg  to  seat  top  .21.0  in. 
Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  6.0  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center   5.2  in. 

Swing  arm  length  18.0  in. 

Swing  arm  pivot 

to  drive  sprocket 

center  3.5  in. 

Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size   2.3  in. 

Ground  clearance  11.2  In. 

Fork  rake  angle  28.5° 


Trail   5.4  in. 

Test  weight  (w/half 

tank  fuel)  288  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear,  percent   44/56 

Seat  thickness 

(outside)  6.0  in. 

FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable 

with  air  no 

Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable  no 


•Rear  shocks 

rebuildable  

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level   \ 

Does  owner  manual 

show  how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine  

Does  pipe  burn 

rider  

Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable  \ 


ever  tried  on  a  stock  four-stroke  endure 
bike.  Further,  we  couldn't  think  of  any 
aftermarket  shocks  we'd  tried,  and  during 
tests  in  1977  we  tried  every  one  we  could 
find,  that  worked  any  better  than  these. 
Remarkable.  How  far  we've  come  since 
when  you  automatically  threw  the  factory 
stuff  away. 

The  Claw  Action  tires  deserve  some 
separate  mention,  but  they  won't  get  it 
here.  The  XR  worked  beautifully  in  sand, 
mud,  rocks,  snow  and  even  glare  ice.  Some 
\  of  this  must  be  due  to  tire.  We  considered 
trading  tires,  just  to  see  which  was  doing 
what.  On  second  thought,  no.  The  XR500 
comes  with  the  Claw  tires,  so  it  wouldn't  be 
fair  to  try  one  without  the  other. 

The  actual  tread  design,  we'll  test 
against  other  tires  in  a  knobby  group  com- 
parison now  in  the  works. 

The  23-in.  wheel?  We're  of  two  minds 
about  that.  Honda  obviously  believes  in 
the  theory,  and  one  doesn't  like  to  bet 
against  Honda.  They've  got  the  big  wheels 
on  the  CR125  this  year  and  their  thinkers 
have  obviously  calculated  that  the  23  is 
better.  Hard  to  argue  against  the  longer 
footprint,  the  increased  stability  and  the 


reduced  angle  of  attack. 

Against  that,  the  23  is  harder  to  steer  at 
speed.  And  the  user  is  limited  in  his  choice 
of  sizes  and  treads;  you  can  get  two  brands, 
in  two  models,  and  that's  that.  No  more 
swapping  Melzelers  on  adobe  for  Dunlops 
in  the  mud  or  Goodyears  in  the  rocks. 

The  23-in.  tire  may  be  another  fad.  And 
it  may  do  to  the  21-in.  wheel  what  that 
wheel  did  to  the  19.  that  is.  make  it  ob- 
solete. We'll  have  to  see. 

All  controls  and  fittings  and  such 
worked  just  fine  on  the  XR,  except  for  the 
seat.  Padding  good,  comfort  good,  but 
when  you  slide  forward  on  the  seat,  the 
better  to  keep  the  front  wheel  working  on 
the  turns,  the  flat  end  of  the  tank  and  the 
flat  end  of  the  seat  let  the  seat  collapse  and 
you  get  your  legs  caught  in  the  crevass. 
Also  anything  else  that's  uh.  in  the  way. 
Ouch.  Perhaps  firmer  padding? 

Well.  What  we  have  here  is  a  Great  Big 
Dirt  Bike.  What  it  docs  is  go  quickly,  in 
control,  with  ease.  Got  to  be  the  best 
playbike  for  the  relaxed  rider  we've  ever 
ridden. 

As  a  contrast,  and  not  a  comparison, 
consider  the  XRSOO  and  the  Maico  250. 


They  are  not  being  compared  here, 
are  not  the  same  type  motorcycle. 

They  are  a  contrast:  tuned  250  and 
500.  The  Maico  is  purebred  and 
strung.  It's  a  racer;  demanding,  qu 
peaky,  with  great  speed  for  the  man  \\ 
willing  to  make  the  effort. 

A  fast  rider  will  go  faster  on  the  M 
It's  just  as  quick,  just  as  fast,  lijihlcr 
with  more  wheel  travel  and  more  pr 
steering.  You  can  make  it  do  anvthint 
want. 

But  you  gotta  work  at  it.  For  the 
who  rides  for  fun,  rather  than  speed 
Maico  is  too  much  of  a  good  thing. 

Our  slow  guys  went  faster  on  the 
The  Honda  is  amiable.  There's  pow 
the  time  and  no  excess  power  any 
Accept  the  XR  as  not  a  motocrosser 
will  never  bite  you,  not  in  100  years. 

Our  man  who  lives  in  the  past  tht 
he'd  gone  to  heaven. 

The  XR500  "is  just  like  my  XI 
gloated,  "except  of  course  that  it 
twice  the  power  and  twice  the  suspens 

And  that's  what  we'd  call  a  Gre;i 
Dirt  Bike. 


44/ CYCLE  WORLD 


SUZUKI  GSSSO 


■  Having  learned 
with  the  two-strokes 
and  rotary  that  people 
will  only  beat  a  path 
to  the  dealers'  door  if 
the  belter  mousetrap 
is  what  people  want, 
Suzuki  has  developed 
the  successful  GS 
street  bikes.  First 
there  was  the  powerful  GS750  dohc  Four, 
followed  by  the  GS550  Four.  GS400  Twin 
and  then  the  lithe  GSIOOO  Superbike. 

Now  there's  the  GS850. 

It  doesn't  have  the  power  of  the  1000.  It 
doesn't  have  the  handling  of  the  750.  It  has 
shaft  drive. 

Except  for  the  shaft,  the  850  is  built  from 
GS750  and  1000  parts,  some  modified 
where  needed.  And  there  are  numerous 
refinements  in  the  design  befitting  a  tour- 
ing bike.  Things  such  as  the  5.8  gal.  gas 
tank,  dual  horns,  extra  wide  seat  and 
higher  rate  rear  springs. 

Front  forks  are  identical  to  those  on  the 
GSIOOO,  including  the  air  adjustments, 
spring  rate  and  damping.  The  cast  alloy 
front  wheel  comes  from  the  GSIOOOE. 
while  the  17-in.  rear  wheel  is  a  new  design 
to  match  the  shaft  drive.  Rear  suspension 
is  basically  the  same  as  the  thousand,  with 
four-way  adjustable  rebound  damping, 
plus  the  spring  rate  is  5  lb. /in.  higher  for 
the  850  which  weighs  51  lb.  more  than  the 
base  GSIOOO. 

Frame  dimensions  are  a  mixture  of  750 
and  1000,  the  front  coming  from  the  750 
and  the  rear  section  coming  from  the  1000. 
That  means  fairings  which  will  mount  to 
the  750  will  mount  to  the  850,  while  any 
saddlebags  or  racks  for  the  1000  will  work 
with  the  850. 

There  are  slight  frame  differences.  With 
28°  rake,  the  front  end  is  1°  steeper  than 
the  750  but  the  same  as  the  1000.  Because 
of  the  new  swing  arm  needed  to  house  the 
driveshaft.  the  wheelbase  is  59.75  in.  or  an 
inch  longer  than  that  of  the  750  and  1000. 
Of  course  the  swing  arm  pivot  is  different, 
modified  to  accept  the  driveshaft  and 
swinging  on  a  pair  of  tapered  rollers. 

The  engine,  for  the  most  part,  is  based 
on  the  GS750,  not  the  GSIOOO.  When 
Suzuki  officials  explain  that  750cc  bikes 
are  more  popular  than  1000s.  there  is  no 
direct  competition  for  an  850  as  opposed 
to  a  1000  and  that  insurance  rates  for 
lOOOcc  bikes  are  exorbitant,  the  engine  size 
begins  to  make  sense.  The  same  roller 
bearing  crank  used  in  the  750  is  used  in  the 
GS850,  providing  the  56.4mm  stroke.  At 
69mm  bore  is  4mm  larger  than  the  750 
which  yields  an  843cc  displacement.  Some 
engine  parts  have  been  changed. 

Because  the  850  was  to  be  a  touring  bike, 
not  a  high  performance  machine,  the  en- 
gine was  slightly  detuned,  as  compared  to 
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the  750.  Cams  are  from  the  1000  which 
have  less  duration  than  the  750  cams  and 
provide  more  mid-range  power  with  less 
peak  horsepower.  The  difference  is  4°  less 
duration  on  intake  and  8°  less  on  exhaust. 
Intake  lift  is  0.06mm  more  than  the  750 
cam  while  exhaust  lift  is  0.04mm  more,  all 
in  the  interests  of  mid-range  power.  Al- 
though the  EPA  may  squawk,  cams  are 
interchangeable  between  the  750,  850  and 
1000.  so  more  peak  power  can  be  made 
available  from  the  850.  though  hardly 
needed. 

Carburetion  is  the  26mm  Mikunis  also 
used  on  the  750  and  1000.  When  the 
thousand  was  introduced,  Suzuki  en- 
gineers said  constant  vacuum  carbs  would 
be  a  better  choice  for  use  on  a  touring  bike 
but  the  conventional  Mikunis  were  used 
on  the  1000  for  quick  throttle  response. 
Now  comes  the  850,  still  with  conventional 
Mikunis.  The  only  shortcomings  are  some- 
what stiff  return  springs  which  make  for 
tiring  touring  without  a  Twist-Assist  or 
similar  device,  and  abominable  cold  run- 
ning performance. 

Even  in  the  moderate  coastal  California 
climate  the  Suzuki  required  full  choke  for 
starts  and  wouldn't  run  without  choke 
until  the  engine  had  run  10  minutes.  Gel- 
ting  the  engine  to  continue  running  10 
minutes  is  something  of  a  chore  and  de- 
mands careful  attention.  Suzuki  engineers 
tell  us  the  carburetors  have  been  carefully 
set  to  meet  emission  standards.  So  have  the 
carburetors  on  other  motorcycles  which 
run  better  cold. 

Two  other  engine  details  are  worth  not- 
ing. The  ignition  on  the  850  is  the  same 
battery  and  points  system  used  on  the  750 
and  1000.  It  may  not  sound  as  impressive 
as  any  of  the  modern  varieties  of  electronic 
ignition  but  the  system  works,  is  easy  to 
repair  if  something  goes  wrong  and  it's 
inexpensive.  There  are  also  aftermarket 


electronic  ignition  systems  available 
those  who  want  them.  Next  is  the  200 
alternator  v  hich  is  marginal  for  heavy 
Many  of  th^  Japanese  touring  bikes  I 
300  watt  alternators.  Adding  a  few  opti 
particularly  high  wattage  electric  ri« 
suits  to  the  850  could  overtax  the  sysi 
At  least  Suzuki  has  retained  a  kickstc 
on  the  850  as  well  as  using  a  permai 
magnet  alternator  which  can  start  a 
even  with  a  dead  battery. 

Once  power  has  been  generated  ar 
transferred  to  the  clutch,  the  changes 
gin.  Behind  the  innermost  plate  in 
clutch  is  a  wave  washer  and  circlip, 
signed  for  smoother  clutch  engagerr 
Clutch  size  and  design,  otherwise,  is 
the  750  with  the  same  coil  spring  si 
absorbers  to  help  damp  shock  loads. 

A  second  damper  on  the  left  end  oi 
transmission  input  shaft  is  more  unu; 
There's  actually  a  shaft  within  a  shaft 
center  shaft  splined  to  a  three-proi 
outer  piece  which  is  spring  loaded  ag; 
a  cam-like  receptacle.  The  entire  unit 
damper,  absorbing  shock  loads  by  ha 
the  male  prongs  ride  up  the  cam-shi 
ridges  of  the  receiving  unit  while  both 
pushed  together  with  the  coil  spring, 
concept  is  the  same  as  for  the  shock 
sorbers  used  on  Velocette  primary  di 
however  the  design  is  different.  A  ru 
cush  drive  between  the  final  drive  unii 
the  rear  wheel  completes  the  dam 
arrangement  in  the  drivetrain.  With 
dampers,  drivetrain  slack  is  minim 
Suzuki  claims. 

From  the  transmission  input 
damper  the  power  runs  through  the 
to  the  mainshaft  and  through  bevel 
on  the  left  end  of  the  mainshaft  t( 
driveshaft.  Each  set  of  bevel  gears  is 
in  place  with  a  pair  of  tapered  roller 
ings  for  a  total  of  six  tapered  rollers  i 
system  which  helps  account  for  part  c 
weight  difference  between  the  lOOC 
850. 

Other  features  add  more  weight,  li 
ments  are  a  mixture  of  GSIOOO 
smaller  GS  models  including  th< 
gauge  of  the  thousand  and  the  centei 
light  pod  of  the  smaller  Suzukis, 
have  been  refinements.  The  gas  j 
sender  has  been  reshaped  to  provide 
accurate  information.  Used  to  b 
Suzuki  gas  gauge  would  read  empty 
the  tank  was  half  full.  The  new  sysl 
better,  but  not  perfect.  Now  the 
reads  empty  when  the  tank  is  empty 
reads  %  f^ull  when  the  tank  is  half  fi 

Previous  Suzukis  used  light  emitti 
odes  to  show  which  gear  the  bike  m 
But  the  LED  display  was  so  dim  the 
bers  weren't  readable  in  daylight 
looking  at  all  the  LED  units  ava 
Suzuki  decided  to  use  individual  tu 
lights  to  display  the  gear  number 
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If  there's  one  thing  we've  learned 
in  building  high-performance 
streetbikes,  it's  never  to  forget 
where  they  do  their  high  per- 
forming. 

Because  on  the  street,  how 
well  a  motorcycle  performs  is 
often  a  function  of  much  more 
than  a  quick  quarter  mile. 

It  translates  into  such  mat- 
ters as  sailing  into  a  stiff  head- 
wind. And  packing  enough 
mid-range  wallop  to  pass  a 
diesel  double-tanker  on  the 
downside  of  a  mountain. 

With  this  in  mind,  we 
designed  the  new  XS  Eleven 
and  XS750  to  go  beyond 


True,  the  output  of  their 
respective  engines  is  awesome. 
The  Eleven's  llOlcc,  DOHC, 
four-cylinder  with  TCI  and 
vacuum  advance  is  a  techno- 
logical marvel.  And  the  750's 
potent  triple  is  more  than  a 
match  for  any  four-cylinder 
750  anywhere. 

Yet  even  with  all  that  power, 
they're  still  the  leanest,  lithest 
designs  in  their  classes.  And 
their  remarkably  light,  narrow 
frames  make  these  already 
agile  handlers  even  niore  so. 


YAMAHA,  UNCHAINE 

On  top  of  all  that,  when  our 
engineers  conceived  the  Eli 
and  750,  they  incorporated 
unique  advance  in  chain  tec 
nology 

They  threw  them  away. 

And  in  their  place,  affix 
Yamaha's  sophisticated,  su- 
perbly efficient  shaft  drive. 

Quiet,  clean,  and  virtual 
maintenance-ft'ee,  this  fully 
enclosed  drive  train  hitches 
with  constant-mesh,  five-sp 
transmissions  to  provide  ar 
incredibly  smooth,  steady  p< 
transfer.  Mile  after  mile. 

After  mile. 


fRROOOM  WITH  A  Vim 


The  Eleven  and  750  are 
only  fine  streetbikes.  For 
ing,  they're  proof  positive 
getting  there  can  be  a  lot 
e  than  half  the  fun. 
They  both  deliver  enough 
ly  power  to  transport  you, 
hort  and  a  full  load  of  gear 
•  any  route  you  care  to  travel 
Forks  and  shocks  are  com- 
ely adjustable.  The  big, 
tiered  seats  are  generously 
ded.  And  our  smooth,  silent 


shaft  drive  is  particularly  suited 
for  the  long  haul. 

Other  roadworthy  features: 
Cast  alloy  wheels.  Self-cancel- 
ling turn  signals.  Full  instru- 
mentation. Quartz -halogen 
headlights. 

RACKAGE  TOUR. 

If  we've  managed  to  sell  you  on 
touring  on  an  Eleven  or  750, 
here's  another  idea: 


The  Yamaha  Touring 
Package,  consisting  of  a  sleek,  ' 
color-coordinated,  genuine  , 
Yamaha  fairing.  A  thickly 
padded,  deeply-contoured  two- 
passenger  seat.  Rugged,  extra- 
wide  saddlebags.  And  a  chrome 
luggage  carrier  with  padded 
backrest. 

Take  a  good,  hard  look  at 
the  new  XS  Eleven  and  XS750. 

They're  two  streetbikes 
that  really  are  designed  for  the 
street.  Any  street. 

From  on-ramp  to  fast  lane. 

From  Oregon  to  Maine. 

YAMAHA 


Dua\  10.5  in.  discs  in  front  and  single  disc  in  back  offer  excellent  control  and  stopping  ability. 
Suspension  units  from  ttie  GS1000,  air  forks  and  adjustable  damping  rear  stiocks,  are  used  on 
Suzuki's  GS850. 


Final  drive  unit  on  ttie  GS850  is  made  from 
aluminum  and  fiighly  polistied.  Special  tools 
allow  the  rear  tire  to  be  removed  with  minor 
wrenching. 


Small  caps  conceal  air  valves  on  the  front 
forks.  Normal  setting  is  1 1  psi.  which  works 
well  for  normal  riding. 


Mildly  stepped  seat  is  made  with  two  densities  of  foam.  Behind  the  seat  is  a  small  storage 
compartment  in  the  tailpiece. 


850.  Here,  the  air  boost  is  needed.  With  a 
base  pressure  of  1 1  psi.  the  air  forks  absorb 
the  tiniest  freeway  ripple.  The  standard 
pressure  is  3  psi  higher  than  the  l(KX)'s 
standard  pressure,  due  to  the  greater 
weight.  During  the  test  we  added  a  light- 
weight fairing.  With  the  fork  pressure 
raised  2  psi  the  effect  was  negligible.  If  a 
large  frame  mount  fairing  and  huge  tank- 
bag  were  installed,  more  air  pre.ssure  can 
be  added.  Perfect. 

In  back  the  adjustable  damping  shocks 
are.  again,  more  valuable  on  the  touring 
bike  than  they  are  on  the  sports  bike.  With 
a  solo  rider  and  no  load  the  shocks  work 
fine  with  the  lightest  damping  and  pre- 
load. Compression  damping  is  so  light  as 
to  not  interfere  with  the  absorption  of  tiny 

52/CYCLE  WORLD 


bumps,  however  rebound  damping  is 
strong  enough  to  control  the  weight.  Even 
with  the  stock  settings  a  passenger  added 
doesn't  interfere  with  suspension  control 
excessively.  When  saddlebags,  lop  box. 
passenger  and  load  are  added,  the  shocks 
come  into  their  own.  Put  the  damping  at 
the  highest  of  four  positions  and  the 
springs  at  the  highest  of  five  pre-loads  and 
the  comfort  and  control  are  still  there. 

Besides  the  able  suspension,  load  carry- 
ing capacity  is  assisted  by  the  17-in.  rear 
tire  and  strong  frame.  Compared  to  other 
large  displacement  motorcycles,  the  frame 
on  the  GS  extends  further  past  the  top 
shock  mounts,  providing  a  better  mount- 
ing system  for  accessories.  Gross  vehicle 
weight  rating  on  the  850  is  1003  lb.;  that 


breaks  down  to  375  lb.  maximum  fo 
front  and  628  for  the  rear.  ApparentI 
rear  tire  is  the  limiting  factor  on  the 
wheel  GVWR  as  the  maximum  loai 
pacily  of  the  Dunlop  4.50-17  Gold 
also  is  675  lb.  A  stronger  K9I  Du 
would  give  the  bike  all  the  load  cap 
needed  for  a  long-distance  touring  m> 

Because  the  GS850  has  the  frame 
suspension  components  of  the  GSIO< 
should  be  a  good  handling  moiorcyc 
is.  But  the  850  is  no  match  for  eith« 
larger  or  smaller  mate  in  terms  of  ulti 
cornering  power.  The  5 1  lb.  weight  pe 
is  too  much  of  a  burden  to  allow  the  8 
corner  with  the  1000.  The  850  is  s 
stable  and  secure  feeling  bike  but  it 
be  flicked  from  side  to  side  in  the  : 
manner  as  the  lighter  bikes  can.  It 
more  eflort  to  steer  the  850  than  it  doe 
other  GS  Suzukis.  Still,  there  are  no  j 
lems  in  the  850's  handling.  It  goes  m 
it's  pointed.  There  is  no  wobble  or  nc 
able  flaw;  just  the  need  for  more  t 
than  is  required  on  the  750  or  1000. 
nering  clearance  also  is  more  limited 
it  is  on  the  other  GS  models,  with 
sidestand  scraping  during  spi 
lefthanders,  particularly  when  the  sus 
sion  is  worked  by  bumps. 

For  touring  use  or  even  sports  tot 
cornering  ability  is  adequate.  Comf 
to  any  of  the  other  Japanese  large 
placement  touring  shaft  drives,  the  G 
is  a  superior  handling  motorcycl 
doesn't  have  the  cumbersome  feelii 
the  heavier  Yamaha  Eleven  or  the  gr 
clearance  problems  of  the  low  Gold  \ 
Its  suspension  alone  outclasses  any  c 
other  big  Japanese  bikes. 

Certainly  it  doesn't  lack  braking  a 
what  with  its  triple  discs.  While  the 
appear  to  be  the  same  as  those  oi 
GSIOOOE,  the  outside  diameter  is  an 
less  than  that  of  the  disc  on  the 
GSIOOO.  Pad  material,  however,  i 
same  on  the  850  as  on  the  other  Suz 

Unlike  the  manufacturers  who 
been  changing  puck  compounds  t< 
prove  wet  weather  braking  ability.  S 
tells  us  the  pad  material  hasn't 
changed  on  the  new  models.  1  he  re; 
excellent  braking  power,  fine  contro 
short  stopping  distances.  Not  havin 
rain  during  the  test,  we  can't  report  c 
weather  braking  ability  of  the  GS85 

One  characteristic  which  helps  it 
Suzuki  outcorner  any  of  the  oth€ 
Japanese  shaft  drives  is  the  absence  c 
end  deflection  during  acceleration  or 
ing.  On  every  other  shaft  drive  bike 
so  far.  the  rear  end  has  lifted  noti< 
during  acceleration  and  dropped  <i 
deceleration.  While  the  lifting  is  meij 
oddity,  the  drop  can  reduce  ride  heigj 
cornering  clearance  when  power 
duced  during  cornering.  Suzuki  enj 
.said  the  850  was  designed  to  elimini 
problem  but  couldn't  say  how  it  wa^ 
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.  Suzuki  testers  said  the  engineers 

jn't  able  to  explain  to  them  what  was 
dged.  They  only  knew  there  was  a 
;rence. 

dding  the  transmission  shock  absorber 
le  drivetrain  has  cut  the  driveline  slack 
ceably.  The  difference  between  the 
uki  and  other  Japanese  shaft  drives  is 
icularly  noticeable  in  lower  gears. 
Whether  caused  by  reduced  drivetrain 
k  or  clutch  misadjustment,  the  test 
uki  didn't  shift  easily,  particularly 
n  cold.  Starting  out  in  the  morning  the 
orcycle  could  be  shifted  into  first  with 
ud  clunk  but  couldn't  be  shifted  out  of 
gear  using  normal  techniques, 
efore  the  850  could  be  shifted  out  of 
■  the  choke  had  to  be  pushed  in  enough 
low  the  engine.  Because  of  the  poor 

running  characteristics  of  the  engine, 
isn't  easy  to  slow  down  the  cold  engine 
keep  the  engine  running, 
ven  warm,  the  transmission  wasn't  as 

shifting  as  any  of  the  other  bikes  in 
CYCLE  WORLD  garage.  It  always 
onded  better  to  clutchless  shifting  or 
iai  clutchless  techniques  such  as  pre- 
ing  the  shift  lever  and  just  touching 
clutch  to  complete  the  shift.  U.S. 
jki  testers  felt  the  problem  was  caused 
Tiproper  clutch  adjustment  and  wasn't 
cal. 

nee  warmed  up  the  Suzuki  was  subject 
ight  clutch  slippage  under  full  throttle 
leration.  even  when  the  clutch  was 
isled  for  adequate  play.  During  the  day 
le  dragstrip  the  clutch  began  slipping 
ng  the  top  speed  run.  after  a  half 
en  quarter-mile  acceleration  runs, 
le  such  use  isn't  normal  fare  for  tour- 
bikes,  many  touring  riders  carry  huge 
Is  on  their  bikes  and  a  growing  number 
pulling  trailers  which  can  be  enor- 
isly  demanding  on  clutches.  Racing 
;rs  have  discovered  that  the  Suzuki  750 
;h.  which  the  850  is  based  on,  is  weak 
racing  use.  The  lOOO's  clutch  is  far 
er.  In  the  850  the  clutch  should  be 
^uate  for  normal  use. 
ertainly  the  engine  lends  itself  to  gen- 
lutch  use.  By  using  the  1000  cams  and 
:rally  mild  tuning  there's  enough  low 
lower  that  the  850  can  be  started  from 
with  the  engine  at  idle.  It's  possible  to 
the  850  into  fifth  gear  at  10  mph  and 
lerate  steadily,  without  problem,  to 
nal  speeds.  Such  use  isn't  recom- 
ded,  but  it  demonstrates  the  mild  state 
ne  of  the  GS850  motor, 
spite  the  gentle  tuning  the  850  has  a 
g  motor.  Turning  12.70  sec.  in  the 
ter  mile  is  respectable  for  any  touring 
The  time,  compared  to  the  12.78  sec. 
e  GS750  indicates  that  the  850  has 
power  than  the  lighter  750.  Consider- 
more. 

th  the  broad  powerband  of  the  850. 
ike  could  have  used  wider  gear  spac- 
The  ratios  are  virtually  identical  to 


Fuses  are  clearly  labeled.  An  extra  fused  circuit  for  accesories  is  housed  in  the  translucent 
plastic  box  above  and  to  the  right  of  the  standard  fuse  box. 


GS850  clutch  is  the  same  size  8-plate  multi-  Spring  loaded  damper  on  the  end  of  the 
disc  unit  used  on  the  GS750  but  has  a  wave     transmission  input  shaft  cuts  driveline 


washer  added  to  cushion  engagement. 


snatch. 


GS850's  drive  shaft  runs  inside  the  left  side 
of  the  swing  arm. 


Entire  engine /transmission  unit  is  compact, 
making  use  of  all  available  space. 


those  in  the  GS750.  which  has  a  much 
cammier  engine.  Certainly  the  close  ratio 
gearbox  helps  acceleration  figures  but  it 
also  means  a  busier  engine  at  highway 
cruising  speeds.  At  60  mph  the  engine  is 
turning  an  indicated  4500  rpm.  The  only 
other  850cc  motorcycle  made,  the  Moto 
Guzzi.  runs  1000  rpm  lower  at  the  same 
road  speed. 

Although  the  smooth  Suzuki  motor  isn't 
uncomfortable  turning  high  rpm  on  the 
highway,  it  isn't  as  relaxed  or  as  econom- 
ical as  it  could  be.  Turning  in  41.9  mpg  in 
the  CYCLE  WORLD  mileage  loop  is  a 
good  average  figure,  but  nothing  special. 
The  figure  is  almost  identical  to  that  of  the 
GS 1 000  and  it's  comparable  to  the  mileage 
from  the  Gold  Wing  and  Yamaha's  Eleven. 


Add  to  that  the  5.8  gal.  gas  tank  and  the 
850  has  a  respectable  touring  range  of  well 
over  200  miles. 

Suzuki's  first  shaft  drive  moioaycle  is  an 
attractive  package.  It  excels  in  rider  and 
passenger  comfort,  a  quality  important  to 
the  true  touring  rider. 

Despite  having  a  displacement  disad- 
vantage in  comparison  to  the  largest  tour- 
ing bikes,  the  850  has  performance  on  a 
par  with  the  thousands  while  offering  su- 
perior handling.  When  it  comes  to  special 
features,  the  850  offers  many  conve- 
niences, the  most  important  of  which  is  the 
adjustable  suspension.  Add  to  that  the 
instant  availability  of  touring  accessories 
to  fit  the  GS  and  the  850  looks  like  a  near- 
perfect  touring  bike.  B 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $2999 

Engine  dohc  Four 

Bore  X  stroke   69  x  56.4mm 

Displacement  843cc 

Compression  ratio  8.8:1 

Carburetion  (4)  26mm  Miltuni 
Air  tiltration  foam 
Ignition  battery,  points 

Claimed  power  na 

Claimed  torque  na 

Lubrication  system  ..wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  5.9  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  4.8  gal. 

Recommended  fuel  regular 

Starter  electric,  kick 

Alternator   12v200w 

Headlight  50/40w 

Clutch  multi-disc,  wet 

Primary  drive   helical  gear 

Final  drive    shaft,  bevel  gears 

Gear  Ratios,  overall:1 

5th  5.61 

4th  6.56 

3rd  8.05 

2nd   10.37 

1st  14.58 

Suspension  front  air 

adjustable  telescopic  fork 
travel  6.6  in. 

Suspension  rear  adjustable 
damping  swing  arm 
travel  3.9  in. 

Tire,  front  3.50  H-19 

Dunlop  F8 
Tire,  rear   4.50  H-17 

Dunlop  K227 

Brake,  front  dual  10.5  in.  disc 

Brake,  rear  10.5  in.  disc 

Total  brake  swept 

area  320  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 

rider)  2.33  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase  59.75  in. 

Fork  rake  angle   28° 

Trail   4.4  in. 

Handlebar  width  31  in. 

Seat  height  32  in. 

Seat  width  12  in. 

Fbotpeg  height  12  in. 

Ground  clearance   6  in. 

Test  weight 

(w/ half-tank  fuel)  587  lb. 
Weight  bias,  front /rear, 

percent  45.9/54.1 
Gross  vehicle  weight 

rating  1003  lb. 

Load  capacity  416  lb. 
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ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 


Engine  speed 
@  60  mph   4< 

Power/weight  ratio 
(1 60-lb.  rider)  


500 


10 


15 


20 


Fuel  consumption  .  41.9n 

Speedometer  error: 
30  mph  indicated  28.6  n 
60  mph  indicated  56.2  n 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   3' 

from  60  mph   125 

Standing  start  '/4-mile  12 

sec.  @  106.38  mph 

Speed  after  Vi  mile     122  r 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st  

2nd  

3rd   

4th   

5th   

ACCELERATION 

0-30  2.05  I 

0-40  2.94 

0-50  3.88  i 

0-60  4.57 

0-70  5.61 

0-80  7.02 

0-90  8.31 

0-100  10.90 


You  know  the  sort  of  people  who  hong  around  bike  shops. 
And  you  know  what  circus  folks  are  like. 
What  if  they  got  together?   by  Jim  Wills 


One  summer  day  I  had  an  early  Sixties 
Norton  engine  apart  all  over  my  work 
bench,  glistening  with  the  dull,  sand-cast 
sheen  of  its  pre-unit.  pre-Neanderthal  gen- 
ius. I  began  to  assemble  it  quickly  and 
easily,  knowing  from  long  practice  that 
those  early  motors  responded  best  to  force. 
Next  to  me.  John.  "The  Vultch."  worked 
on  a  Harley.  using  large  tools,  singing  his 
only  song;  "Battery  acid  and  a  rat-tail  file, 
do  dah.  do  dah  .  .  ."  He  was  wonderful: 
drove  a  knucklehead.  really  wore  one  of 
those  winged  wheel  hats  and  the  ancient 
motorcycle  jacket  with  all  the  useless  zip- 
pers. On  the  back  was  painted  a  lurid 
vulture,  cracked  and  faded  by  sun  and 
time,  but  apparently  crushing  a  Triumph 
in  its  powerful  talons.  In  many  ways  John 
was  a  genuine  throw-back  to  the  1950s, 
and  I  sometimes  had  the  uneasy  feeling 
that  he  had  memorized  the  dialogue  of 
"The  Wild  One." 

Despite  all  these  things,  or  maybe  be- 
cause of  them,  John  was  a  brilliant  me- 
chanic. He  worked  at  the  shop  only  part 
time.  Most  of  his  energies  were  spent  ma- 
chining tiny  parts  out  of  exotic  metals  for 
N.A.S.A.  I  had  known  him  a  good  many 
years  and  he  had  taught  me  much.  It  was 
John  who  kept  my  beleagured  Honda 
CR77  competitive  with  the  Yamahas  of  the 
day.  John  was  a  man  of  contradictions, 
and.  if  anything  at  all.  he  could  be  relied 
upon  never  to  be  serious  about  anything. 
Still,  sometimes  I  wondered. 

Today  was  particularly  exciting  for  me, 
because  at  last  it  seemed  that  Rickman  was 
not  really  out  of  business,  my  deposit  had 
not  been  stolen,  and  finally  I  could  drop 
the  Bonneville  motor  I  had  so  carefully 
worked  and  whose  insides  were  at  least 
partially  due  to  John's  genius  on  the  mill- 
ing machine  into  a  bright  nickel-plated 
frame.  From  there  it  was  an  easy  step  to 
become  a  rich  and  famous  road  racer, 
scourge  of  the  KRs.  Not  only  that,  but  I 
might  be  able  to  pay  the  rent  and  next 
year's  tuition.  (It  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
motorcycle  mechanics  work  for  parts  only; 
money  never  changes  hands.) 

My  fantasies  were  abruptly  ended  by  the 
ringing  of  the  shop  phone.  It  was  an  in- 
credible thing;  greasy,  paint  spattered,  and 
wrapped  with  once  white  adhesive  tape 
from  the  first  aid  kit.  Once  more  I  had  to 
peer  at  it  awhile  to  find  out  which  was  the 
mouthpiece.  Pete,  the  parts  man,  was  on 
the  other  end  of  the  line  saying  with  a 
nervous  snicker  that  he  had  a  hot  one  for 
me  holding  on  an  outside  line.  I  wasn't 
surprised  that  a  new  customer  would  ask 
for  me  by  name,  because  I  had  a  reputa- 
tion in  the  city  for  fixing  out-of-production 
and  odd-ball  problems,  like,  for  instance, 
making  magnetos  work  or  Ducati  lights 
stay  on.  When  the  connection  was  made. 


 I 

my  initial  reaction  to  the  new  voice  was 
typical  of  any  enlightened  easterner,  and  1 
thought,  well,  a  foreigner,  for  his  English 
had  the  thick  vowels  of  some  Slavic  lan- 
guage. "Hullo,  I  been  told  you  fixes  old 
motorcycles,  right?"  "Yeah,  right,  whatcha 
got,"  I  replied.  As  best  he  could,  he  de- 
scribed the  old  I50cc  Honda,  the  one  that 
years  before  came  with  a  tiny  plastic  w  ind- 
screen bolted  just  above  the  square  head- 
light. Even  when  it  was  in  production  it 
was  what's  called  in  the  trade  a  rat,  but  as  a 
flat-rate  mechanic  I  needed  all  the  work  I 
could  get  to  barter  for  Rickman  frames 

John  was  a  man  of  contradic- 
tions; he  often  told  me  that  the 
Japanese  motorcycle  was  the 
Anti-Christ. 

and  roller  cams.  Anyway,  I  agreed  to  make 
it  run  for  him,  but  his  promise  to  be  right 
over  with  the  thing  was  tempered  with  a  bit 
of  hope  that  maybe  he  would  forget  or  lose 
his  way. 

At  any  rate,  I  forgot  about  it,  since  it  was 
lunch  time,  and  after  locking  up  every- 
thing I  owned  in  my  impregnable  Snap- 
On  tool  chest,  this  to  prevent  the  lighter 
than  air  problem  that  tools  have  when 
you're  not  looking  at  them.  I  turned  round 
to  start  out  of  the  garage.  "The  Vultch" 
gimped  over,  he  had  one  stiff  leg  from  an 
old  hill-climb  spill,  put  his  arm  around  my 
shoulders  and  began  to  tell  me  once  more 


about  how  he  had  seen  the  light  one 
speeding  along  an  Allegheny  Moun 
road.  Now  he  had  religion,  so  he  said, 
gave  out  those  little  pamphlets  that  I 
like  they're  printed  on  brown  paper  t 
with  bold  type  saying  REPENT.  John 
a  man  of  contradictions:  he  often  told 
that  the  Japanese  motorcycle  was  the  A 
Christ.  In  fact,  he  was  fond  of  shoo 
used  spark  plugs,  sharp  end  first,  £ 
poster  of  a  305  Honda  Hawk  that  hunj 
the  wall.  I  was  never  sure  John  was  serii 
this  was  certainly  inconsistent  with  his  i 
of  my  CR77. 

We  started  out  of  the  garage;  it 
ancient,  long,  and  narrow  (the  cen 
floor  a  mosaic  of  Oil  Dry  that  had  h 
there  since  1952).  These  were  the  c 
before  specialization,  and  the  shop 
lined  on  each  side  with  files  of  bi 
everything  from  50cc  Benellis  to  I0( 
strokers.  Looking  out  the  door,  we  h£ 
view  of  the  vacant  lot  that  was  our  prac 
dirt  track.  Unfortunately,  it  was  also  i 
by  the  shop  manager.  Julius,  to  do  a  b 
Castrol  can  plinking  with  his  .22.  You 
to  be  pretty  sure  that  he  wasn't  aro 
when  you  started  practicing,  but  if 
weren't,  it  was  a  fine  way  of  develoj 
quick  reflexes. 

Before  going  to  lunch,  John  and  I  ha 
collect  our  fellow  workers,  because  it 
traditional  that  we  all  ate  together.  CI 
the  BMW  man,  came  originally  f 
Hamburg.  Six-six  in  his  socks,  he  bega 
a  bulldozer  mechanic  and  was  famou: 
sledge-hammer  remedies  on  bent  i 
cranks.  He  was  a  man  of  great  finesse 
accomplished  sidehack  racer.  He  wo 
in  another  section  of  the  shop  with 
passenger,  the  slight,  dark  Georg.  An  / 
from  Jerusalem,  Georg  was  happiest 
meticulous,  endless,  and  finally  succe 
fiddling  with  the  most  complex  probi 
He  reminded  me  of  a  watchmaker,  an 
fact,  could  even  make  Velocettes  stai 
the  first  kick. 

The  last  member  of  our  lunch  time  < 
Pete,  was  to  be  found  as  always  in  the 
room  counting  washers.  The  parts  i 
was  a  separate  building,  an  old  house, 
fenders  and  gas  tanks  in  the  bathr 
engine  cases  in  the  bedroom,  electri 
the  parlor.  Pete  knew  exactly  how  ma 
everything  he  had.  He  loved  those 
like  a  mathematician  loves  a  sharp  p( 
and  he  was  a  bit  annoyed  when  the 
chanics  used  any  and  made  him  aitt 
tally  sheets.  Washers  were  his  fav( 
"See  that  box,  man?  No,  not  that  om 
other."  I  had  been  looking  5  degrees  t 
left.  "It  has  453  lOmm  washers  in  it."  I 
emaciated  body  was  hidden  as  usual  s 
where  within  a  T-shirt  and  jeans 
would  have  strangled  a  human.  Extre 
nervous  and  easily  exasperated.  Peti 
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tcellent  if  jumpy  parts  man.  Amazing- 
lough.  at  the  track  he  was  dead  ealm. 
)erate.  and  extremely  fast:  a  dillicult 
)nent  in  a  ct>rner.  He  was  our  pipeline 
:cret  factory  information:  he  always 
led.  somehow,  to  know  of  new  models, 
innovations  before  anyone  else, 
ith  our  retinue  complete,  we  gimped 
strutted,  jumped  and  pounded  up  the 
t  towards  McDougalfs  Bar&  Grill.  In 
big  cities  in  the  east,  the  Bar&  Grill  is 
lub  of  neighborhood  life.  McDoug- 
was  no  exception,  serving  fine  deli- 
;sen  food  found  nowhere  else  and  the 
t  beer  in  the  world.  Our  group  should 
been  unusual  there,  but  McDougalTs 
a  motorcycle  bar.  Anytime,  day  or 
t.  long  rows  of  bikes  stood  outside,  and 
alk.  sometimes  heated,  ran  on  about 
relative  merits  of  Harleys  and  Tri- 
hs  or  the  growing  Yellow  Peril.  Nev- 
iless,  McDougall's  was  a  peaceful 
;.  Under  the  blue  glare  of  the  26 
nel  television,  everyone  seemed  to  fit: 
lutlaws.  the  olT-duty  motorcycle  cops, 
little  old  ladies  with  shoppi  eags, 
even  the  bewildered  local  non-bikers, 
•ougall's  did  a  good  business  with  its 
)rcycle  trade  and  the  attraction  of  a 
linent  baseball  scoreboard  given  out 
me  brewery  w  hich  was  always  covered 
long  rows  of  numbers,  none  of  which 
iinything  to  do  with  baseball, 
lis  day  Pete,  in  a  tone  of  high  conspir- 
:alled  us  all  into  a  dark  corner  booth 
fc'eal  the  coming  of  the  mighty  Honda 
.  Claus  wondered  how  low  the  motor 
1  be  dropped:  Georg  wantefl  to  know 
the  carburetors  worked:  I  thought  of 
low  possibly  slow  Triumph,  and  John 
d  his  eyes  to  the  ceiling.  It  was.  he  said, 
beginning  of  the  end.  proceeding  to 
iss  the  possibilities  of  fuel  injection, 
im  nostalgic  about  McDougall's.  It 
there  I  first  heard  of  multi-cylinder 
ageddon:  it  was  there  that  I  first 
jht  of  the  analogy  between  motorcy- 
and  the  circus.  Up  to  this  time, 
^h.  it  was  only  a  partially  formed 
)gy.  An  event  of  the  first  magnitude 
ecessary  to  crystalize  it  into  a  Theory. 

e  blue  Ford  panel  truck  I  saw  parked 
)nt  of  the  garage  when  we  returned 
lunch  had  nothing  at  all  extraordi- 
about  it,  but  how  was  I  to  know  what 
tained?  By  my  bench.  I  met  the  man 
the  telephone  voice,  yet  his  looks 
quite  match  his  accent.  He  had  a 
nearly  patrician  face  only  slightly 
d  by  a  very  recent  black  eye.  His 
thin,  black  Italian  shoes  matched 
tterof  his  frayed  sharkskin  pants  and 
ntinental  green  of  his  knit  shirt.  He 
siding  one  of  the  Vultch's  pamphlets 
n's  length.  Despite  his  looks,  he 


turned  out  to  be  Hungarian,  and  he  ex- 
plained that  his  bike  had  a  funny  habit  of 
losing  power  at  odd  moments  and  that  this 
could  be  extremely  dangerous.  I  nodded, 
but  didn't  quite  see  why  he  was  all  that 
worried  about  it. 

"O.K.."  I  said,  "let's  have  a  look."  Imag- 
ine what  I  thought,  then,  surrounded  by 
hundreds  of  normal,  or  at  least  near  nor- 
mal, bikes  when  the  Hungarian  Count 
wheeled  this  thing  in.  The  little  Honda  was 
brush  painted  a  vivid  metallic  green  and 
its  tires  had  been  replaced  by  wooden 
circles  bolted  to  the  rims.  Rolling  across 
the  cement  and  Oil  Dry  it  reminded  me  of 
the  sound  track  from  "Ben  Hur".  Honda 
50s  with  ape  hangers  began  to  seem  like 
the  most  usual  thing  in  the  world.  "Wow,"  I 
thought,  "this  nut  drives  a  bike  with 
wooden  wheels."  Only  when  1  noticed  that 
each  wheel  had  a  three  inch  groove  lined 
with  rubber  did  I  begin  to  understand  w  hy 
he  was  so  concerned  about  losing  power. 
"Ah.  look,  ah  .  .      "Lintof."  he  said. 

Pete,  in  a  tone  of  high  conspir- 
acy, called  us  all  into  a  dark 
corner  booth  to  reveal  the  com- 
ing of  the  mighty  Honda  Four. 

"Good.  ah.  well.  look  here  Lintof.  if  you 
don't  mind  my  asking  a  personal  question, 
just  what  exactly  do  you  use  this  thing  for 
anyway."  I  had  learned  to  be  circumspect 
when  handling  customer  relations.  "Sim- 
ple." he  said.  "Simple."  I  thought,  "Holy 
Cow."  "Simple.  I  ride  it  on  the  highwire  in 
the  circus.  I  am  the  Great  Lintof,  who  rides 
the  highwire  unafraid,  without  nets,  sev- 
enty-five feet  above  the  floor  of  the  Big 
Top."  I  was  agog.  The  whole  speech  was 
given  in  a  booming  voice  and  said  quite 
flaw  lessly  as  if  memorized  from  a  billboard 
or  one  of  those  circus  posters  slapped  on 
fences  with  huge  brushes.  Claus  had  fol- 


lowed the  bike  in  from  the  street  and  stood 
towering  over  me  and  Lintof.  slowly  rub- 
bing his  chin.  Georg  swung  himself 
around  a  corner,  so  that  his  head  was 
perpendicular  to  the  door  post,  his  look 
saying  "Huh?"  John  was  circling  the  circus 
bike  humming  a  low  "do  dah,  do  dah." 
Luci  had  escaped. 

"Look  Mr.  Mechanic"  (in  his  continen- 
tal formality  he  actually  called  me  Mr, 
Mechanic),  "I  can't  do  my  act,  because  this 
thing  won't  run.  I  must  do  my  act.  fix  it." 
His  last  sentence  was  thickly  laced  with 
dire  warnings  of  what  would  happen  to  me 
if  the  bike  didn't  run  and  soon,  but  confi- 
dent of  my  ability,  I  had  little  fear.  Well, 
relatively  little,  anyway,  since  Lintof  pared 
his  nails  with  a  long,  and  from  its  looks, 
quite  sharp  stiletto.  I  admired  the  man.  not 
just  his  bravery,  but  also  his  showmanship, 
and,  certainly,  his  incredibly  advanced 
insanity.  A  Theory  was  born,  the  Lintof 
Theory:  motorcycling  was  not  only  like  the 
circus,  it  was  the  circus.  Road  racing  was 
nothing  compared  to  this.  The  details  re- 
mained to  be  worked  out:  which  came  first, 
the  circus  or  the  bike?  > 
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Predictably,  the  thing  simply  would  not 
fix.  Years  of  unorthodox  solutions  to  com- 
mon problems  in  the  remotest  corners  of 
the  world  had  left  their  unmistakable 
mark.  The  wiring  harness,  wrapped  in 
band-aids,  sprouted  illegal  wires  trailing 
off  into  the  remotest  parts  of  the  pressed 
steel  frame.  1  don't  think  it  had  a  coil.  The 
pistons  rattled  in  the  bore  like  marbles  in  a 
coffee  can.  Pete  told  me  there  were  only 
three  fourth-over  rings  for  this  model  in 
the  entire  world.  It  had  mysterious  ticks 
and  rattles,  the  swing  arm  was  held  on  by 
stove  bolts.  Test  riding  was  out  of  the 
question.  The  miracle  was  that  it  ran  at  all. 
but  make  it  run  right  1  could  not.  After 
days  of  threatening  Lintof  phone  calls.  I 
hadn't  noticed  before  how  much  he 
sounded  like  Basil  Rathbone.  I  was  pre- 
pared to  roll  it  into  the  street  and  leave  it 
for  the  termites.  The  final  phone  call  went 
something  like  this:  "Listen,  son-of-a- 
bitch  Mr  Mechanic,  fix  it  by  2  p.m.  or  1 
come  with  my  friends  to  fix  you."  Seeing 
images  of  Paul  Newman  in  the  alley  with 
his  hustler's  fingers  broken.  I  made  invol- 
untary helpless  noises. 

After  another  lunch,  this  one  with  the 
Vultch  holding  forth  on  the  moral  evils  of 
the  overhead  camshaft,  it  had  something 
to  do  with  the  presumption  of  order  com- 
ing from  above  rather  than  below.  2  p.m. 
finally  came  and  right  on  time  the  blue  van 
arrived  at  the  garage  door.  The  whole 
circus  piled  out:  it  was  too  much  to  think 
about  really.  The  Strong  Man  with  shaved 
head,  red  and  white  striped  T-shirt  that 
probably  would  have  fit  Pete;  the  ridge  of 
muscle  between  his  eyes  told  me  he  was 
not  a  nice  person.  Next  came  the  midget, 
looking  mean,  carrying  a  kid's  size  base- 
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ball  bat.  wearing  a  Tyrolean  hat,  and 
smoking  a  cigar  tiearly  his  equal  in  size. 
The  Carney  barker  with  no  teeth,  the  lion 
tamer  with  plastic  sideburns,  the  Giant 
looking  ponderous,  they  were  all  there, 
Lintof  in  the  lead. 

I  was  convinced  then  that  the  circus 
came  first.  Motorcyling  was  spawned  by  a 
carnival  act.  I  couldn't  take  my  eyes  off 
them,  what  a  show,  how  could  anything 
top  this.  Suddenly,  though,  the  scene  be- 
gan to  shift.  It  started  with  the  Vultch. 
quoting  Revelations,  picking  up  the  air 
hose  w  ith  one  hand  and  expertly  loading  a 
spark  plug  from  his  ammo  box  with  the 
other,  then  came  Claus  with  his  sledge, 
and  even  the  silent  Georg  looking  offen- 
sive, .saying  nothing.  Julius  arrived  with  his 
Castrol  gun:  Luci  eyed  Lintof s  shoes  like  a 
bandito  from  the  "Treasure  of  Sierra 
Madre."  Pete  bounded  around  the  corner 
yelling.  "Wait.  wait,  not  yet.  wait  till  I  see." 

Pete's  were  the  first  words  spoken,  and 
everyone  seemed  to  freeze,  not  knowing 

I  admired  the  man,  not  just  his 
bravery,  but  also  his  showman- 
ship, and,  certainly,  his  incredi- 
bly advanced  insanity. 

what  to  do.  Once  more  the  scene  changed 
beginning  w  ith  the  Vultch.  He  dropped  the 
air  hose,  grinning  and  humming,  and 
started  gimping  around  distributing  pam- 
phlets. Salvation,  said  he,  had  to  do  with 
multi-speed  transmi.ssions  and  the  tubular 
frame.  Claus  went  off  in  a  corner  with  the 
Strong  Man  and  the  Giant.  Georg  finally 
spoke  to  the  lion  tamer.  Luci  discussed  hats 
with  the  midget,  and  Pete  interrupted 
Claus  to  talk  T-shirts  with  the  Strong  Man. 
Julius  and  the  carney  barker  exchanged 
lines.  Lintof  and  I  were  left  mute  in  the 
center  of  this  reconciliation.  Finally, 
John's  message  came  through,  and  we 


began  to  explore  the  merits  of  the 
Honda. 

By  this  time,  a  crowd  had  assem 
outside  the  shop,  expecting  the  worst, 
eventually  seeing  the  greatest  show 
earth.  It  began  with  Claus  taking 
midget,  standing  on  the  seat  of  a  BMW 
a  ride  around  the  block.  Then  Georg 
stunts  on  the  practice  track.  Julius 
played  his  marksmanship,  I  did  whe 
on  a  441  Victor.  The  circus  people 
awed,  they  appreciated,  clapped, 
cheered.  They  knew  class  w  hen  they  st 

The  crowd:  outlaws,  locals,  ofl-duty 
torcycle  cops,  and  shopping  bag  la 
from  McDougall's  were  amazed,  but 
weren't  prepared  to  see  the  linale. 
pertly,  the  Vultch  drove  a  Hog  over  bo 
placed  on  the  Strong  Man's  chest.  Su 
combined  feat  couldn't  be  topped,  S( 
all  adjourned  to  McDougall's  for  an  a 
show  beer.  Lintof  was  stunned,  yet  e 
tually  he  began  to  babble  about  a  m( 
cycle  act  in  his  circus.  I  couldn't  set 
point,  because  by  now  I  knew  that  the 
came  first  and  always. 

That  afternoon  Lintof  bought  a 
Honda  in  candy  apple  green.  We  i 
megaphones  for  a  more  impressive  si 
and  adapted  the  wooden  circled  rims, 
tof  was  in  time  for  the  8  p.m.  show,  we 
all  there  as  guests,  and  before  going  u 
wire  he  made  a  speech  under  the  Bij 
praising  us  and  our  shop  for  all  wc 
shown  and  done  for  him.  Clearly 
motorcycling,  and  technology  hac 
umphed.  It  was  an  emotional  momen 
the  revised  Lintof  Theory  prevailed, 
turned  down  an  offer  to  become  Li 
protege.  Lintof  went  on  to  become 
more  famous  than  he  already  was.  I  g 
Rickman  frame,  still  thinking  o 
Honda  Four,  and  eventually  headed 
for  Mosport  Park  secure  in  the  know 
that  motorcycling  was  the  greatest  shi 
earth.  Those  were  the  days. 


The  man.  The  cigarette.  They  speak 
themselves. 

Ordinary  cigarettes  just  don't  have  wh 
Camel  Riters  has. 
ill^  Its  blend  of  Turkish  and  Domestic  tob^c 
gives  him  what  he  smokes  for.  ' 

Reasure.  Satisfaction. 

A  Camel  Riters  Man  understands  why  th 
best  times  are  often  the  slmpiests„^ 

Do  you?  , 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health 


"The  biggest  diffeienc 

and  a  stock  Rl 


The  lenders?  Yep,  it  seems 
The  Man  likes  his  lenders  better 
than  the  stock  kind. 

Other  than  that,  Roger  says 
the  out-of-the-crate  RM  is  as 
good  as  his  works  machine.  In 
fact,  he  claims, ". .  .the  new  stock 
aluminum  swing  arm  is  better 
than  miner 

So  how  come  his  bike  costs 
so  much  more?  According  to 


Roger,  it's  the  expensive  light- 
weight metals  used  in  his  G.P. 
bike.  (Despite  the  exotic  metals, 
Roger's  bike  only  weighs  about 
10  pounds  less  than  a  stock 
RM-400. )  "But  the  main  stutl, 
power  and  suspension,  are 
basically  the  same!' 


etween  my  works  bike 
;  the  fenders" 


He's  right. 

His  bike  uses  a  Power  Reed^" 
.  So  do  the  stock  RMs. 

His  bike  has  about  12  inches 
■ovel  tront  and  rear  The  stock 
■125, 260  and  400  aU  boast 
r  1 1  inches  front  and  rear. 

His  bike  has  front  air  forks 
t  are  infinitely  adjustable.  So 


do  the  above  mentioned  RMs. 

His  bike  has  a  G.R  tank 
which  allows  the  rider  to  shift  his 
weight  farther  forward  for  better 
control.  So  do  the  stock  RMs. 

His  bike  is  equipped  with  a 
full  floating  rear  brake,  heavy 
duty  chain  tensioner  and  a 
G.P  Number  Plate  with  a  non- 
snagging  coble  guide.  So  are 
most  of  the  stock  RMs. 


Hmmmm.  We  agree  with 
Roger  There's  hardly  any 
difference  at  all 

But  we  do  disagree  with 
The  Man  about  one  thing. 

We  think  the  stock  fenders 
are  kind  of  nifty 


tective  appKirel  and  help  piotsct  the  enviiomnent.  Memfiei 


SUZUKI 


Last  of  the  Classic  Flatheadsi 


Old  racing  bikes  tend  to  stir  different 
emotions  in  the  eyes  or  minds  of 
the  beholder,  even  if  he  may  never 
have  seen  that  particular  machine  in  ac- 
tion. Modern  man,  used  to  die-cast  alumi- 
num multi-cylinders,  probably  will  react 
with  indifference  to  a  brakeless  Cyclone 
board-tracker,  remark  Cor  look  at  all  those 
external  pipes  to  the  storied  120  deg.  Twin 
Moto-Guzzi.  turn  his  nose  up  at  a  classic 
camshaft  Velocette  as  old-fashioned  and 
simply  not  appreciate  the  difference  be- 
tween a  GP  Triumph  and  a  newer  Bon- 
neville, not  that  there  really  is  much 
externally. 

A  Harley  KR,  however,  will  always  draw 
a  crowd  of  silent  onlookers  in  spite  of  being 
not  all  that  special  designwise.  about  as 
graceful  as  a  safe  and  every  inch  a  dino- 
saur. Why?  The  KR  is  very  much  a  proper 
racing  machine  and  demands  respect,  even 
as  the  sullen  silver  Auto-Union  V-12  set 
men  to  musing  what  sort  of  person  could 
manage  to  drive  this  device  to  its  utmost? 

Constant  readers  of  Cycle  World  (advt) 
may  remember  our  October  issue  in  which 
we  skipped  fleetingly  over  Harley  history 
and  noted,  in  passing,  that  the  flathead  45 
cu.in.V-Twin  WL  made  its  appearance 
right  after  the  Kaiser  War  and  lasted,  with 
the  same  bore  and  stroke  (2.75  x  3.81  in.) 
up  into  the  middle  Fifties.  That  is  to  say 
the  WL  production  flathead,  which  earned 
a  swing  arm  chassis  (and  became  the  K 
series)  in  1952,  went  on  to  an  enlargement 
to  55  cu.  in.  three  years  later  and  in  turn 
was  given  ohv  (see  XL)  in  1957.  For  rea- 
sons known  only  to  God,  Harley  and  the 
AMA,  in  that  order,  the  flathead  formula 
was  retained  for  racing  and  the  flathead 
WR,  a  logical  name,  became  the  flathead 
racing  KR,  with  rear  suspension  and  in 
that  form  ran  anyway  through  1969  at 
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least.  Needless  to  say  there  was  a  certain 
amount  of  development,  mostly  empirical, 
over  the  30-plus  years  to  transform  a  mun- 
dane sidevalver  into  the  King  of  the  Dirt 
Tracks.  An  information  handbook-cum- 
shop  manual  that  Harley  doled  out  to 
purchasers  of  its  racing  bikes  is  full  of 
information  garnered  over  40  years  of  cut 
and  try  and  is  the  stuff  of  which  racing  is 
made.  The  same  empirical  approach  was 
rather  less  successful  when  a  road-racing 
team  was  fielded  as  Harley  seemed  to 
forget  the  fastball  that  got  it  to  the  World 
Series  and  threw  up  a  lot  of  cute  junk.  The 
party  wasn't  actually  over,  at  least  on  dirt, 
but  the  flathead  design  had  just  about 
come  to  the  end  of  the  line. 

The  subject  of  our  Salon  is  an  ex-works 
bike  that  was  ridden  in  1969  (and  possibly 
earlier)  by  Haaby  and  Reiman,  the  latter 
doing  the  honors  at  the  rain-delayed  1969 
Daytona.  Departing  from  tradition  with 
the  lowboy  springer  frame  designed  by  St. 
Louis  Harley  dealer  Earl  Widman  and 
sporting  an  Airhart  spot  brake  on  the  rear, 
the  KR  RR  along  with  others  on  the  team 
(barring  one  WR)  had  had  the  benefit  of 
head  rework  plus  domed  pistons  via  a 
single-cylinder  mockup  in  Harley 's  racing 
shop  during  the  winter.  Unfortunately  the 
mods  didn't  turn  out  too  well,  carburetion 
being  all  over  the  lot.  and  Reiman  was 
crafty  enough  to  whip  the  cylinders,  heads 
and  probably  pistons  off  his  dirt-tracker 
and  fit  them  at  the  last  minute.  Unfortu- 
nately for  him  the  clutch  went  away  (at 
least  that's  his  story)  and  the  KR  retired. 
Due  to  our  lack  of  back  issues,  1  can't 
follow  up  how  the  bike  did  the  rest  of  the 
year  but  in  time  it  was  sold  to  Buddy 
Stubbs  in  Texas  (winner  Novice  1966)  who 
planned  to  go  racing  again  and  didn't, 
eventually  selling  it  to  celebrated  restorer 


Steve  Wright  whose  arm  we  twisted  for  i 
Salon.  It  says  a  lot  for  Mr.  Wright  that 
only  did  he  consent  to  trust  his  preci«i 
vehicle  to  the  hands  of  our  tester  1 
Eagan  at  Riverside  Raceway  but  also  fl 
nished  all  sorts  of  useful  background  I 
formation. 

Taken  at  face  value,  the  AMA  formr 
of  that  time  (which  meant  500cc  ohw 
750cc  sidevalve)  had  worked  out  to  < 
reasonably  equitable.  The  English  co 
petition  was  getting  a  bit  long  in  the  tooi 
while  the  Japanese  menace  was  still  c; 
ing  shadows  before  itself  in  the  fornn 
5()0cc  Kaws  or  Suzukis  plus  a  mixed  loc 
250  and  350cc  Yamahas.  There  wasn'O' 
that  much  reason,  therefore,  for  Harle;;; 
go  to  pieces  (the  fastest,  Rayborn's,  ws^ 
mph  down  on  1968"s  Daytona  time  ann 
mph  down  on  DuHamel's  best  350 
maha  mark  for  this  1969  practice)  exo. 
for  those  streaks  of  racing  luck  that  affl 
even  the  greatest  from  time  to  time.  /V> 
turned  out,  the  monsoon  came,  wasW 
out  the  event  for  a  week  and  possi« 
giving  Milwaukee  a  chance  to  get  its « 
together  as  the  classic  Rayborn  won 
slightly  over  100  mph.  followed  by  Gii 
(Suz).  Dufl'(Yam),  Lawwill  (HD),  Go 
(Yam)  and  Markel  (HD).  Haaby  finisz 
his  KR  10th,  Reiman  dnf  as  related  ean 
and  I  suppose  only  the  HD  factory  knr 
which  one  of  those  two  bikes  is  our  Ssi 
subject.  I  think  Steve  was  told  that  es 
only  of  these  road  racers  were  made 
like  most  factory  "  specials"  is  a  bit  difi 
ent  from  the  norm,  nothing  unusual  w/ 
apparently  none  of  the  Harley  runnen; 
Daytona  '69  were  absolutely  identii 
Judging  by  previous  models,  the  most  I 
vious  differences  were  the  spot  rear  bn 
a  separate  Tillotson  diaphragm  carbc 
each  cylinder  and  on  some  of  the  Harl© 
megaphone  exhaust  system  which,  inr 
case  of  ours,  has  been  reconstructed  byy 
Wright  as  the  original  had  gone  miss; 
Not  showing  is  all  the  careful  polisl^ 
work  inside  to  make  sure  that  all  thoi 
speedily  gets  back  to  the  lowest  po« 
more  detailing  to  make  sure  that  saio 
doesn't  puddle  there,  endless  houm 
fudging  about  with  roller  bearmgs 
shafts  fitting  therein,  days  of  lapping  in 
gears  with  a  light  abrasive  f^olloweo 
total  disas.sembly  and  cleaning  out.  M 
hours  delicately  .setting  the  oil  pump  c 
breather  to  operate  just  so,  another  da 
two  cutting  the  cam  off  its  stub  s  i 
setting  the  liming  exactly  then  weldi  li 
on  another  shaft,  doing  it  again  after  || 
ing  the  wrong  cam,  grinding  away  a  i 
roller  tappets  reducing  friction,  chan 
ing  the  pistons,  reinforcing  the  intake  r  i 
ifold.  seating  the  valves  just  so. 
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KR750,  and  Why  You  Shouldn't  Change  It  When  It  Works 


making  sure  that  the  head  shape,  with  its 
funny  steps  and  shelves,  matches  the  latest 
factory  manual.  These  factory  documents 
are  full  of  useful  (i.e.  empirical)  informa- 
tion such  as  leaving  x  thou  above  the  intake 
valve  but  y  thou  above  the  exhaust  (the 
valves  are  anything  but  tulip,  having  al- 
most a  right  angle  between  stem  and  head) 
but  as  Mr.  Editor  Girdler  observed,  tuners 
w  ho  really  know  their  job  don't  need  the 
factory  bulletin.  It  breathes,  however,  a 
word  from  the  past  when  it  says  Upon  No 
Account  remove  the  film  of  carbon  from 
the  piston  crown  or  a  loss  of  power  will 
result.  Flatheads  are  funny. 

Assorted  useful  bits  of  information  in- 
clude a  wheelbase  of  54  in.,  355  lb.  dry 
weight  approx.,  18  in.  wheels  (3.(X)  front. 
3.50  back  although  3.50  f  3.25  b  slicks  are 
on  it  now),  compression  ratio  probably 
around  6.5:1  with  domed  pistons  fitted, 
four  speeds  (choice  of  4  sets  of  gb  ratios), 
horizontal  magneto,  head  gasket  via  alu- 
minum paint,  clearance  piston-cylinder 
head  0.035-0.040  in.,  ignition  timing  with 
Fairbanks-Morse  magneto  38  deg.  BTC  on 
the  front  cylinder,  oil  pump  turns  'A  engine 
speed,  etc.  Plugs  I  think  were  Champion 
N54R  and  there  is  a  book  on  adjusting 
those  Tillotsons.  There  were  two  camshaft 
sets  listed  for  the  KR  and  the  KR-TT; 
tappets  clearances  for  both  are  a  lot  less 
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than  those  used  for  the  XLR.  which  may 
explain  why  the  ohv  sounds  like  that. 
Don't  say  you  never  learned  anything  tech- 
nical! The  handbook  is  also  a  mine  of 
information  about  how  to  set  up  end  play 
in  the  transmission,  rebuild  the  bottom 
end.  shim  the  valves  so  they  don't  hit,  and 
make  you  properly  respectful  of  Dick 
O'Brien  and  his  merry  men  not  to  mention 
all  the  privateers  who  rebuilt  it  in  a  dirt 
infield  between  races.  And  that's  only  the 
beginning,  as  the  trick  lads  start  with  all 
the  above  and  probably  have  a  different 
arrangement  for  every  race.  Since  1920  you 
learn  something. 

So  what's  it  like?  Starting  the  KR  is 
rather  a  dodgy  proposition  as  the  massive 
Tillotsons.  bearing  a  reputation  for  being 
diabolical  anyway,  don't  seem  to  have 
proper  float  bowls  let  alone  a  choke  and 
thus  require  liberal  applications  of  Easy 
Start  plus  a  lot  of  pushing.  Then  it  is  dot 
carry  dot  dot  carry  dot  carry  erk  which 
usually  means  a  change  of  plugs  although 
using  the  warmer  N60R  might  obviate 
some  of  that.  Anyway  after  a  few  tries  in 
that  vein,  the  venerable  flathead  decides  to 
keep  going  (possibly  the  fuel  lines  looping 
down  under  the  carbs  have  something  to 
do  with  this)  and  with  Steve  up  disap- 
peared around  the  corner  still  going  d.c. 
the  other  cylinder  joining  in  at  intervals. 


Eventually  they  came  back  in  full  song,  t 
staggered  Harley  beat  bringing  the  nn 
chanics  of  a  nearby  Can-Am  car  over  ■ 
the  run.  and  then  I  got  to  sit  on  it  and  I 
Woomph  woomph  while  Steve  bled  the  ; 
pump.  Apparently  Harley  recommem 
that  the  oil  be  changed  every  time  the  be 
is  run  (!)  which  means  cleaning  out  thir 
qt.  oil  tank  below  the  seat,  draining  the  ; 
cooler  under  the  tailfeathers.  blowing  o 
the  lines  and  then  bleeding  the  bleedit 
pump  to  get  rid  of  any  airlocks  hidil 
inside.  Anyway  it  was  rather  like  sittings 
a  water  heater,  all  fat  and  warm,  goc 
woomph  up  to  three  thou  and  actualll 
would  have  taken  a  tour  around  (on  a 
plugs)  if  anyone  had  asked  as  the  CC 
quite  low  and  the  whole  business  fe' 
anything  but  flimsy.  Of  course  the  bd 
.seem  only  an  inch  across,  the  grips  ares 
big  that  the  ends  of  your  fingers  scaro 
touch  and  (although  the  tank  and  seat  ; 
adju-stable  fore  and  aft)  the  riding  positJ 
jockey-style  with  knees  up  would  be  a  lii 
difficult,  not  to  mention  the  R.H.  sl< 
being  upside  down  and  backwards.  H 
haps  it  is  just  as  well. 

Considering  the  usual  behavior  of  i 
ing  machinery,  the  KR  really  doesn't  mn 
much  mechanical  noise  .  .  .  perhaps  at 
San  Jose  it  would  sound  diff"erent .  .  . ; 
it  reminded  me  of  those  competition  1 
rari  V 1 2  coupes  that  go  diggadiggadiggj 
a  fiendish  fashion  but  every  digga  is  um 
control,  readily  identifiable  and  doo 
something  useful.  Under  way  with  Ourji 
aboard  it  seemed  to  be  turning  e£i 
enough,  giving  out  its  characteristic 
exhaust  note  and  sounding  way  overge;; 
although  in  fact  it  had  pretty  short  ra  i 
topping  out  before  the  end  of  the  1 
straight.  Mr.  Eagan  also  reported  that 
bike  was  very  steady  and  solid,  barring 
occasions  when  he  grounded  the  bot 
trumpet,  yet  was  quite  responsive  to  ii 
from  the  handlebars.  As  one  would  exj 
the  engine  was  a  bit  of  a  shaker  but 
particularly  cammy,  even  there  was 
response  below  4  thou  racing  wise, 
pecially  after  backing  off  for  a  co 
Cough  cough  hack  hack  and  then  "j 
power"  would  come  in  approximate 
4800,  he  would  shift  at  6  plus  or  m 
then  carry  on  to  68  or  thereabouts  at  w 
point  it  is  producing  near  its  55  bhp 
new  parts,  the  fast  boys  probabls  turn 
over  7  which  is  pretty  remarkable  in  l 
of  side  valves  and  the  elevated  p 
speed  of  4500  ft./min.  Clutch  wo 
easily  with  light  pressure,  gearbox  sh 
nicely,  rear  brake  retardation  wasn' 
ticeable.  front  brake  tended  to  tighte 
on  its  own  as  it  got  the  linings  hot. 
engine  smoked  a  bit  (figures  of  I  gal.  o 
100  miles  are  casually  tossed  about 
conversely  was  well-mannered  and 
enough  so  that  Eagan  didn't  even  nec 
earplugs.  Isn't  that  nice?  A  Gentler 
Racer.  Style  in  every  line.  They  don't 
them  like  that  no  more. 


Cop, 


10  Winners.  Here's  your  chance  to  win  1  of  10 
very  special  GS-1000  streetbikes. 

These  unique  bikes  are 
sf)ecially  styled  after  the  record- 
setting  Pro  Stock  GS-1000  which 
drag  racing  star  Terry  Vance  rides. 

Each  has  been  detailed  and 
painted  to  match  Terry's  bike.  And  on  the  tank  there's 
a  special  "Limited  Edition"  medallion  with  Terry's 
signature. 

(You  can  bet  these  racy-looking  bikes  will  be 
sure-fire  collector's  items.) 

>^nners  Get  Helmets, Too.  In  addition  to  a  free 


GS-1000,  all  ten  winners  will  receive  a  free  helmet. 
Painted  like  Terry's  racing  helmet. 

Entry  Forms  At 
Participating  Suzuki 
Dealers.  To  enter  the 
free  drawing,  just  drop 
by  your  participating 
Suzuki  Dealer  for  an 
entry  form  and  full 
details. 

That's  it.  Nothing  to 
buy.  Of  course,  you  must 
have  a  valid  driver's 


Copyrigh!e;  niaten:, 


os-iooo 


license  to  enter.  Sweepstakes  ends  April  30, 1979. 
So  visit  your  Suzuki  Dealer  right  away.  Good  luck! 


Free  Teny  Vance 
T-Shirt  For  Eveiybody 
■Ti  \.  Who  Enters.  See 

^fSt^  your  Suzuki  Dealer 

for  details. 


Sweepstakes  void  in  Utah  and  the 
Maryland  county  of  Howard 
and  where  prohibited  by  \dw. 


m 


Recently,  Terry  and  his  Pro  Stock 
GS-lOdO  blistered  the  quarter  In 
9-sec.  flat  and  reached  a  top  speed 
of  147.05  MPH!  Both  figures  are 
Pro  Stock  world  recoids. 


GS-1000,THE  ALL-AROUND  PERFORMER. 

No  bike  in  its  class  out-performs  the  quick  anc 
nimble  GS-1000.  Features  include  front  air  forks, 
multi-adjustable  rear  shocks  and  mighty  4-stroke 
DOHC  powerplant. 

See  one  at  your  Suzuki  Dealer  now. 


Suzuki. 
The  peif ormer. 


Ibde  scdelT:  weai  a  helmet,  eye  piotectton  and  oppiopilate  riding  appcoel.  Member  Motoicrcle  Scdety  Foundation. 
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Fines 


When  it  comes  to  all-around 
performance,  nobody  out- 
performs Suzuki. 

Case  in  point:  The  new  GS-850 
Shaft. 

Crafted  Shaft.  Suzuki's  preci- 
sion-engineered shaft  is  a  techno- 
logical masterpiece.  Exceptionally 
smooth  and  responsive,  it  elimi- 
nates the  slack  and  rough  torque 


reaction  associated  with  other 
shaft  drives. 

Super  Suspension.  Suzuki's 
exclusive  suspension  utilizes  infini- 
tely adjustable  air  forks  up  front. 


manship. 


And  in  back,  the  rear  shocks  come 
with  4-way  adjustable  rebound 
dampers  and  5  load  settings.  Bal- 
anced design  and  rigid  chassis 
further  contribute  to  its  superb  ride 
and  nimble  handling. 

Go  Power  and  Stop  Power.  All 
the  know-how  gained  from  build- 
ing Suzuki's  proven  GS  4-stroke 


DOHC  engines  has  gone  into  this 
powerplant.  So  you  know  the  new 
GS-850  will  get  up  and  go.  It'll  get 
down  and  stop,  too.  Thanks  to  dou- 
ble disc  brakes  up  front  and  a 
hefty  disc  in  back. 

Well  Dressed.  Mag-type 
wheels,  high-performance  tires, 
ciistom  dual  saddle,  electric  termi- 
nal for  accessories,  self-cancelling 
turn  signals,  electric  fuel  gauge 
and  extra-large  5.8-gallon  fuel 


tank  are  just  some  of  the  neat  fea- 
tures. Best  of  all,  we  built  it  the 
same  way  you'll  own  it  with  pride. 

Now  you  know  why  the  GS-850 
is  one  of  the  world's  great 
performers. 


r 


NO  BAnERYTAKES 

IHE  SHAKES  BEHER 1HAN 


WISCO'S  ROUGHRIDER 

Nobody  knows  better  than  you  the 
kind  of  beating  a  bike  takes.  Road 
shock  and  engine  vibration  can  really 
brutalize  parts,  especially  the  battery. 
That's  why  Wisco  built  the  Roughrider. 

A  U.S.  Ordinance  test  of  four 
top  batteries  shows  the  Roughrider 
outperformed  the  best  of  the  rest 
almost  two  to  one. 

The  triangular  grid 
design,  the  specially  treated 
plates,  and  the  rugged  cases 
mean  this  battery  can  take  a 
beating  and  still  keep  cranking 
out  the  power.  Start  after  start. 
We've  also  increased  storage 
life  407o  by  incorporating  our 
premium  grid  alloy. 

We  make  the  Roughrider 
right  here  in  the  States.  For  U.S. 
bikes,  for  Japanese  bikes,  for  your 
bike,  without  adaptation.  And  it's 
priced  competitively,  too. 

The  Roughrider.  We  put  a 
lot  in  so  you  get  a  lot  out. 
Ride  with  the  best. 

ESB  Wisco  Incorporated 

Be  a  Roughrider.  Write  us  today  for  your  free  Roughrider  sticker. 
Marketing  Dept..  ESB  Wi.sco  Incorporated.  1222  18th  St.  Racine.  Wisconsin  5.M()3 


Now  that  the  memory  of 
Santa  Claus  and  the  mono- 
grammed  handkerchief  he 
gave  you  for  Christmas  is 
fading,  it's  time  to  prepare 
for  the  road/traii/track.  The 
people  who  produce  those 
enticing  trinkets  sold  at  your 
friendly  neighborhood  bike 
shop  have  been  busy  the 


past  winter  coming  up  with 
new  products  to  make  your 
riding  more  enjoyable/thrill- 
ing/fun. To  give  you  an  idea 
of  what's  available,  the 
following  six  pages  contain 
examples  of  some  of  the 
newest,  fastest  and  most 
useful  items  for  the 
enthusiast. 


DUNLOP  K190  TIRES 


DEHANDLERS  LEVERS  BY 
SUNLINE 


Bell's  newest  offering  Is  designed  to  elimi- 
nate most  of  the  complaints  voiced  about  the 
regular  Moto  Star.  It  is  lighter,  built  closer  to 
the  head  to  stop  the  rocking  effect,  has  more 
room  for  large  noses,  taller  nose  piece  to 
deflect  rocks,  and  has  foam  filtered  vents  to 
keep  the  wearer  cool.  Priced  at  $104.95 


Two  finger  clutcn  and  three  finger  front  b 
levers  that  are  made  from  a  filled  plastioi 
the  latest  motocross  craze.  They  are  i 
and  endorsed  by  Roger  Decoster  and  t 
Hannah.  Available  in  yellow  or  black  foe 
maha,  Suzuki  and  Kawasaki,  red  or  blaca 
Hondas.  $9  a  pair. 


MAGNUM  FOLDING  SHIFT 
LEVERS  BY  INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOR  SPORTS 


JT  HAND  HANDLER 


Dunlop's  new  K1 90  tires  offer  good  traction, 
strong  sidewalls  and  reasonable  price.  The 
rear  ones  are  easily  recognized  as  they  have 
a  square  dimple  in  the  middle  of  each  knob. 
3.00-21  $29.05  4.50-18  $41.56 
3.25-21  $32.07       5.10-17  $41.00 


These  folding  end  shift  levers  are  fabricated 
from  chrome-moly  steel  and  employ  a  strong 
return  spring.  Available  for  Maico,  Husq- 
varna,  Yamaha,  Suzuki,  Kawasaki,  Honda, 
KTM,  and  most  other  makes.  $21.95 


Hand  Handler  is  a  product  designed  to  e 
nate  sore  and  blistered  hands.  The  psi 
contains  enough  material  for  five  diff»t 
outings.  Pre-cut  pieces  are  glued  to  the  t 
of  each  hand  and  two  square  pads  an 
custom  fitting  on  trouble  spots  like  thui 
and  fingers.  $3.95 


CASTRE  CROSS  COUNTRY  GLOVES 


SCOTT  BOOTS 


Castre  gloves  are  pre-curved  to  eliminate  blisters  caused  by  bunching.  They  are  curved  the 
length  of  the  hand  as  well  as  across  the  knuckles.  Palms  are  foam  padded  and  extra  leather 
reinforcing  is  used  along  the  index  finger/thumb  seam  to  protect  against  torn  seams.  Foam 
padding  also  is  used  to  protect  the  back  of  the  wearer's  hand.  Leather  is  cowhide  and 
blended-thread,  double-stitched  seams  are  used  throughout.  $21.95 


The  long  awaited  Scott  Boots  are  f 
available.  They  are  constructed  fron+i 
percent  man-made  materials  that  arf 
affected  by  water  and  mud.  A  unique 
pivot  completely  duplicates  a  human's 
movements— even  the  side  ones.  All 
are  replaceable  individually  so  complejle 
placement  should  never  be  nece^p 
Around  $180.00 
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S&W  MINI  AIR  PUMP 


mam 

1 

MALCOLM  SMITH  BACK  PACK 


i 


DG's  tank  decals  do  more  than  beautify  the 
.  .old  scoot.  They  are  made  from  thick,  long 

I  into  a  tool  bag  or  enduro  jacket  with      lasting  plastic  that  protects  the  tank  from 
Can  completely  inflate  a  3.00-21  front ,  t  scratches,  abrasions  and  rubbed  off  paint 
nn  less  than  2  minutes.  $6.95  |  |  $6  a  pair 


Malcolm's  back  pack  boasts  dual  compart- 
ments, heavy  duty  zippers,  nylon  and  leather 
construction,  a  belly  strap,  and  nicely  pad- 
ded shoulder  straps.  $26  50 


HIGH  PERFORMANCE  17-INCH 
TIRE 


Metzeler  says  24-hour  endurance  road 
races  have  proven  the  nev*^  Trophy  Speed 
4.50-1 7  V-rated  tire  to  be  the  most  stable  1 7- 
incher  at  high  speeds.  Features  include  mini- 
mal sidewall  flex  to  avoid  handling  problems; 
fast  tire  warm-up  to  increase  mileage;  large 
side  grooves  to  avoid  aquaplaning  on  wet 
pavement.  From  Moto  Race,  under  $60  for 
4.50-17;  matching  3.50-19  under  $50. 


CBX  QUARTER  FAIRING 


PRO  STOCK  CHAMPIONSHIP 

In  the  four  years  since  1974,  tuner  Byron 
Mines  and  rider  Terry  Vance  have  won  the 
Pro  Stock  Championship  four  times— three 
times  with  Kawasaki,  once  with  Suzuki.  You 
can  buy  the  record  for  a  mere  $250,000.  That 
money  purchases  the  undivided  racing  at- 
tention of  Vance  and  Mines  during  the  nine- 
month  drag-racing  season;  all  R&D  work  on 
the  machine  of  your  choice;  parts  and  main- 
tenance; transportation  and  support;  and 
everything  else  needed  to  take  the  title,  plus 
your  name  or  slogan  on  Vance's  leathers. 
There  are  a  few  catches.  No  applications  will 
be  accepted  prior  to  1980,  since  Suzuki 
bought  the  whole  outfit  for  1979;  the  "ma- 
chine of  your  choice"  must  be  one  Vance 
and  Mines  deem  potentially  competitive;  and 
all  glory  must  be  shared  with  R.C.  Engineer- 
ing, employer  of  Vance  and  Mines.  Vance 
piloted  the  Suzuki  GS1 000  shown  here  to  the 
1978  IDBA  Pro  Stock  Championship  and 
established  a  new  record  of  9.00  sec.  @ 
147.05  mph.  The  engine  displaces  1176cc 
with  76mm  bore  and  a  stock  stroke  of 
64.Bmm.  Four  34mm  Amal  carburetors  and 
extensive  head  work  help  the  bike  reach  a 
sustained  power  output  of  165  horsepower 
on  the  R.C.  dyno.  With  Vance  aboard,  the 
bike  weighs  587  lbs. 


The  racetrack-tested  Apollo  5  quarter-fair- 
ing for  the  CBX  is  made  of  hand-laminated 
fiberglass  with  a  smooth  gel  coat.  As  shown 
with  custom  paint  and  clear  shield,  $160. 
Standard  black  or  white  with  clear  shield, 
$99.  Smoke  shields  $6  extra.  From  Camber 
Fairings. 


Per-Lux  electronic  ignition  uses  Mall  cell 
triggers,  is  accurate  within  Vt  degree,  will  fire 
from  zero  to  30,000  rpm,  and  improves  gas 
mileage  and  performance  when  compared 
to  stock  points.  About  $100,  available  for 
most  popular  models. 


XS1 1  AND  XS750  POWER 


Specialists  II  manufactures  parts  for  XS1 1  and  XS750  Yamatias  in  various  stages  of  tune. 
The  kit  shown  for  the  XS11  features  34mm  Mikuni  carburetors;  11:1  compression  ratio  big- 
bore  pistons  for  1216cc  displacement;  stage  two  camshaft  with  racing  valve  springs,  titanium 
retainers  and  adjusting  shims  located  underneath  racing  valve  buckets;  heavy-duty  clutch 
with  one  extra  friction  plate  and  stronger  springs;  and  a  Specialists  II  exhaust  system  which 
allows  use  of  the  centerstand,  provides  excellent  ground  clearance  and  is  quiet  and  tuneable. 
The  XS11  kit  makes  150  hp,  the  similar  XS750  912cc  kit  120  hp.  See  what  big  motors  can  do? 
From  Specialist  11.  I 


SUPERBIKE  PRODUCTION 
ENGINE 


BULLETPROOF  CLUTCH  KIT 


Yoshimura  R&D's  Suzuki  GS1000  won 
1978  Superbike  Production  races  at  Dayto- 
na,  Pocono  and  Laguna  Seca.  You  can  buy  a 
race-ready,  dyno-tested  engine  complete 
with  close-ratio  transmission,  heavy-duty 
clutch,  oil-cooler  fittings,  racing  cam  chain 
with  tensioner  system,  997cc  piston  kit,  cyl- 
inder head  modifications,  stage  II  cam,  over- 
size valves,  special  tappet  cups,  valve 
springs,  complete  GDI,  carburetors,  hand- 
bent  exhaust  pipe.  Kal-Gard  gun  coating  and 
a  maintenance  manual.  $5000. 

T 


Action  Four's  clutch  kit  features  inorganic  ; 
friction  material  of  graphite-impregnated  as- 
bestos  bonded  to  steel  plates  and  is  imper- 
-vious  to  heat.  The  plates  don't  swell,  so  the 
clutch  won't  fade,  can't  drag,  and  always, 
disengages.  Makes  it  easy  to  find  neutral  at  a 
stop.  Kit  includes  one  more  friction  plate  ; 
than  stock  for  more  engagement  area,  an  I 
extra  metal  plate  to  match,  and  a  set  of  j 
heavy-duty  springs.  For  most  Honda  and  ! 
Kawasaki  Fours,  $59.95-$65.95.  ' 


HIGH-HORSEPOWER  STREET  CBX 


Kazuo  Yoshima's  145-horsepower  CBX  gets  its  power  from  an  1130cc  67mm-piston  kit. 
chrome-moly  connecting  rods,  cylinder  head  porting  and  polishing,  valves  lightened  and 
reshaped  for  flow,  and  a  6-into-2-into-1  exhaust  system  with  street-legal  tail  section 
Acceleration  is,  shall  we  say,  hrisk.  From  Ontario  Moto  Tech  Corp.,  Inc.  $1650  for  parts  and 
cylinder  head  modifications;  $2000  including  assembly. 


I 


Not  exactly  a  handlebar-mount  fairing,  the 
clear  plexiglass  Silhouette  attaches  quickly 
to'  the  handlebars  and  forks  of  nearly  any 
motorcycle  and  provides  excellent  protec- 
tion. Price  is  $84.95  for  the  clear  model  and 
$89.95  for  the  tinted. 
76/CYCLE  WORLD 


Newest  additions  to  the  line  of  Craven  tour- 
ing equipment  are  the  Classic  saddlebags. 
Craven  bags  are  made  of  fiberglass,  proba- 
bly the  thickest  and  strongest  fiberglass 
used  on  any  saddlebags.  Quickly  detachable 
from  outside  the  bags,  the  Classics  cost 
$325  including  the  heavy  duty  carrier 


Honda's  latest  touring  gloves  offer  so 
thing  more— built  in  waterproof  covers 
den  behind  a  Velcro-closing  pocket  on 
back  of  the  fleece-lined  gloves  is  a  n 
protective  cover  which  turns  the  gloves 
rain  gloves.  $22  at  Honda  dealers. 


Photo  by  Dave  C 


HELLA  H4  HALOGEN 
HEADLIGHT 


S&W  AIR  SHOCKS 


Ilia's  halogen  light  puts  out  twice  the  light 
)  ordinary  motorcycle  headlights  and  is 
tillable  to  replace  both  7  in.  and  5%  in 
ladlights.  Replacement  is  easy  and  the 

I:f  is  $25  14 


RACK  FACTORY  REMOVABLE 
RACK 


Heavy  touring  loads  are  no  problem  for  the 
latest  air  shocks  from  S&W,  the  Mark  Ills. 
Just  add  air  pressure  to  adjust  spring  rate  for 
heavier  loads.  The  new  shocks  are  slimmer 
to  fit  better  around  chain  guards. 


ALLYN  AIR  SEAT 


NATIONAL  HYDRON 
VARISHIELD 


\:k  bun  buster  a  problem?  Allyn  Air  Re- 
Dch  offers  this  inflatable  seat  cushion  in 
Jdard  or  heavy  duty  models.  Cost  is 
995  for  the  standard  18-gauge  vinyl  and 
B95  for  the  30-gauge  vinyl  model. 


I  A  new  idea  in  face  shields,  the  Hydron  II 
coated  flip-up  face  shield  from  National  Hy- 
dron is  coated  to  prevent  fogging.  Other 
models  have  coatings  which  resist 
scratches.  Cost  is  $1 1 .95  for  either  model  in 
clear,  smoke  or  yellow. 


DRAG  SPECIALTIES'  LEATHER  SEAT 


The  perfect  compromise  between  heavy  | 
over-boots  and  plastic  bags,  Vetfer  Totes  are 
available  in  a  variety  of  sizes,  pack  into  a 
small  bag  and  are  totally  waterproof.  For  only 
$9.60,  a  motorcyclist's  boots  can  stay  dry  on 
the  wettest  days. 


// 
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TWIST-ASSIST 


Ion  an  ordinary  custom  seat  but  a  genuine  leather  seat  offered  by  Drag  Specialties  A 
V  of  styles  are  available  for  most  motorcycles,  each  one  fitting  with  the  stock  moSna 
cfale  m  black  or  brown,  this  double  bucket  Honda  Gold  Wing  mode I  cosls  Sigo  ^' 


It's  either  a  way  to  overcome  excessive  throt- 
i  tie  return  spring  tension  or  it's  a  cruise 

control.  Twist-Assist  fits  inside  the  handlebar 
[  and  clamps  onto  the  right  handgrip.  A  coil 

spring  can  be  preloaded  for  the  amount  of 

assist  the  rider  wants.  Costs  $9.95, 
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THEXIS.  THE  ONLY  THING  — 
r  DO  IS  MAKE  YOU  ANONYMOUSf . 


HARLEY-MVIDSOiniAS  NEVER  FORGOnEN 
THE  BASK  REUTIONSHIP 
BETWEEN  MAN  AND  MOTORCVCIL 

A  great  deal  of  that  relationship  has  to  do  with  what 
the  motorcycle  does  for  the  man.  This  is  not  a  bike  for 
those  witii  a  fondness  for  the  assembly  line  look  that 
inspired  the  term,  "Universal  Japanese  Motorcycle!' 
We  don't  want  you  to  blend  in.  We  want  you  to  standput. 

If  you  can  keep  your  eyes  off  the  cycle  and 
on  the  copy  for  a  few  minutes,  we'll  point  out  a 
few  Willie  G.  Davidson  highlights: 

Extended  front  forks  up  front.  Sissy  bar  with 

Based  on  R.  L.  Polk  new  motorcycle  registration  800  cc  ♦ . 
We  support  the  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation  and  the  A.M.A.  and  believe  in  safety  first.  Always  ride  with  lights  and  helmet.  Specifications  subject  tochange  witho 


leather  stash  pouch  attached  out  back.  Drag-style 
handlebars  on  3'/2"  risers  up  on  top.  Twin  chromei 
exhaust  pipes  down  below.  Up,  down,  front,  back  \ 
any  way  you  look  at  it,  this  is  a  show  for  the  street 
That  statement  is  equally  correct  whether  th^ 
XLS  is  cruising  or  standing  still.  i 
For  besides  what  you  see  here,  what  you'll  exi 
ence  in  person  is  the  best  handling,  best  performiit 
lOOOcc  motorcycle  Harley-Davidson  has  ever  bull 
We  call  your  attention  to  the  Siamese  exhausc 
optimizes  horsepower  and  actually  increases  torqi 
Point  out  the  practicality  of  the  high-flow  air  clear 


I 


Hows  more  air  to  reach  the  carburetor.  The 
™  ignition  system  that's  virtually  maintenance- 
3r  quick,  sure,  starts. 

md,  Willie  G.,  besides  mastering  the  fundamen- 
Iso  has  a  keen  eye  for  detail.  So  you'll  have  cast 
ce  wheels,  personally  designed  by  Willie.  A  fat, 
ag  style  rear  tire.  A  chrome  plated  rear  wheel 
cet.  Raised  white  letters  on  your  Goodyear  A/T's, 
disc  brakes— two  in  front,  one  in  the  rear.  You'll 
3tice  the  inclusion  of  highway  pegs ...  so  you 
etch  out  in  your  customized  double  bucket  pillion 
id  admire  the  admirers. 


The  whole  package  comes  wrapped  in  a  two-tone, 
deep  charcoal  metallic  and  black  paint  job  that  can  best 
be  described  as  part  beauty,  part  beast.  Selected 
engine  parts  wear  a  special  silver  metallic  and  black 
wrinkle  finish. 

For  those  who  are  geared  to  buying  impersonal, 
uninvolved,  tum-em-out  motor- 
cycles, this  kind  of  involvement 

must  a)me  as  a  real  shock.  ...    ^  _ 

Harley-Davidson 

UimLYOirVE  BEEN  ON  A  HjUUiY-MVIDSON, 
YOU  HAVEN7  BEEN  ON  A  MOTORCVCLL 


)  insurance  costs  down:  lock  your  bike.  Follow  owners  manual  for  maintenance. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


Goldie 


THE  OEVaOPMENT  HISTORY 
OfTHj  GOtD  STAR  ^ 


This  nice  paperback  of  75  pp  approx 
has  a  subhead  stating  that  it  is  the 
development  history  of  the  Gold  Star 
BSA.  The  author,  who  travels  under  the 
pseudonym  of  "A.  Golland"  apparently 
was  privy  to  a  good  deal  of  this  early 
research  and  while  not  really  disclosing 
anvthino  shalterinalv  new.  delves  into 


some  minutae  that  otherwise  might  have 
been  overlooked  such  as  the  material  used 
in  valves,  for  instance.  We  consulted  our 
local  expert  Brian  Slark.  who  knows  a 
thing  or  two  about  BSAs.  and  his  com- 
ments were  roughly  that  the  book  looks  as 
if  it  were  culled  from  a  collection  of  service 
bulletins  (of  course  not  everyone  is  privy  to 
them)  and  that  most  of  the  development 
references  were  connected  to  the  350  while 
over  here,  at  least,  more  emphasis  was  put 
on  the  500.  However,  there  is  a  lot  of 
similarity  in  the  two  engines,  needless  to 
say.  Brian,  who  does  restorations,  also 
complained  about  the  photographs  being 


split  in  half  occasionally  although  ii 
difficult  to  see  how  that  could  have  bd 
avoided  in  the  format  used. 

Highly  technical,  the  Goldie  boolJ< 
chiefly  meant  for  Goldie  freaks  and  evo 
most  of  the  information  involved  is  av/ 
able  in  "The  Gold  Star  Book"  (Bn 
Main-Smith,  from  Autobooks  in  Burbc 
or  Motorsport  in  St  Louis)  the  dedics 
researcher  will  have  to  have  this  one  ■ 
...  as  there  are  useful  illustrations,  phoi 
and  charts.  Available  from  Havnes  PR 
lishing  Co..  861  Lawrence  Dr..  Newboc 
Park.  Calif  91320  and  priced  at  S5.95  'r 
Henry  \.  Mcinncr  II 


SCOTT  USA 

P.O.  Box  1418. 

Sun  Valley,  Idaho  83353 

(208)  726-4548 

BELL  HELMETS  INC. 

15301  Shoemaker  Ave. 
Norwalk,  Calif.  90650 
(213)  921-9451 

CASTRE  INC. 
429  Trena  Ave. 
Lancaster.  Pa.  1 7601 
(71 7)  569-4546 

MALCOLM  SMITH  RACING 
888  Marlborough 
Riverside,  Calif.  92507 
(714)  687-1300 

DG  PERFORMANCE 

1 1 70  Van  Home 
Anaheim,  Calif.  92806 
(714)  630-5471 

JT  RACING: 
303  W.  35th  St.,  Ste.  D 
National  City,  Calif.  92050 
(714)  427-0971 

DUNLOP  TIRE 
&  RUBBER  CORP. 

P.O.  Box  1109 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14240 
(716)  879-8200 


SUN  LINE,  INC. 

8572  Melrose  Ave. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90069 

(213)  659-1495 

INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOR  SPORTS 
12860  Ross  St. 
Sunnymead,  Calif.  92388 
(714)  653-4461 

NATIONAL  HYDRON  INC. 
1764  Rohrerstown  Rd. 
Lancaster,  Pa.  17601 
(717)  569-8711 

CMB  TWIST-ASSIST 

P.O.  Box  57 
Tempe,  Ariz.  85281 
(602)  268-9595 

VETTER  CORP. 

1 150  Laurel  Lane 

San  Luis  Obispo.  Calif.  94301 

(805)541-2900 

ALLYN  AIR  RESEARCH 

P.O.  Box  576 
Lenox,  Mass.  01240 
(413)  637-1729 

RACK  FACTORY 

729  W.  Anaheim  St. 
Long  Beach,  Calif.  90813 
(213)  435-3429 


AMERICAN  HONDA 

ICQ  W.  Alondra  Blvd. 
Gardena.  Calif.  90247 
(213)  321-8680 

SILHOUETTE  FAIRING 

P.O.  Box  1672 
Martinsville,  Ind.  46151 
(317)  342-2300 

DRAG  SPECIALTIES 

PO.  Box  9336 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55440 
(612)  935-1000 

CRAVEN  EQUIPMENT 

Tom  Anderson 
P.O.  Box  472 
Freeport,  III.  61032 
(815)  235-2747 

R.  C.  ENGINEERING 
16216  S.  Main  St. 
Gardena,  Calif.  90248 
(213)  327-6858 
YOSHIMURA  R&D 
OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

551 7  Cleon  Ave. 

N.  Hollywood,  Calif.  91601 

(213)  985-2331 

ONTARIO  MOTO 
TECH  CORP. 
6850  Vineland  Ave.,  Unit  18 
N.  Hollywood,  Calif.  91605 
(213)  766-7101 


SPECIALISTS  II 
102  E,  Prospect  Ave. 
Burbank,  Calif.  91502 
(213)  841-2708 

CAMBER  FAIRINGS 

1 640  Pomona  Ave. 
Costa  Mesa,  Calif  9262S 
(714)  646-4852 

RACEMARK 

PO.  Box  82-C 

Burnt  Hills,  N.Y.  12027 

(518)  399-9106 

PER-LUX,  INC. 
804  E.  Edna  PI. 
Covina,  Calif.  91723 
(213)  331-4801 

ACTION  FOURS, 
1517  E.  McFadden  Ave 
Santa  Ana,  Calif.  9270: 
(714)  541-5341 

MOTO  RACE 

Box  861 

Wilbraham,  Mass.  01  Oi 
(413)  733-6211 
(800)  628-4040 

S&W  ENGINEERI 

2617  W.  Woodland  Dr 
Anaheim,  Calif.  92801 
(714)  527-1641 
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When  you  Ye  ready  for  a  new 
motorcycle,  your  comparisons  should 
begin,  and  end,  right  here. 


Honda  for  1979. 


CBX. 

A  staggering, 
unorthodox 
achievement 
that  will 
change  the  way 
you  thinic. 


For  1979  Honda  has  carried  technological 
excellence  beyond  mere  speed  and  power.  The 
new  CBX  is  a  six-cylinder,  six-carburetor,  24-valve, 
DOHC  1047  cc  powerhouse  with  Pointless 
Inductive  ignition  that  makes  its  own  rules  and 
defies  comparison  with  its  lesser  brethren. 
As  a  motorcycle  that  will  search  out  and 

qualify  its  rider,  the 
CBX  is  a  challenge 
which  must  be 
answered.  It's  a 


I'or  I 


Dike  for  experienced  riders  who  know  per- 
"ection  when  they  see  it... and  can  afford  it. 

The  CBX  invites  its  rider,  moves  and 
'eacts  with  him.  For  example,  cornering 
ilearance  is  not  impaired  by  the  alternator 
and  ignition  components.  Rather,  Honda 
las  put  them  on  a  primary  shaft  behind 
the  crankshaft.  In  addition,  the  outside 
flywheels  on  either  side  of  the  engine  have 
been  trimmed  to  allow  beveling  of  the 
ower  crankcase  to  further  aid  cornering 


clearance.  So,  while  the  CBX  gives  the  illu- 
sion of  great  mass,  its  overall  width  is 
nearly  the  same  as  that  of  the  750  Four! 

The  CBX  is  a  fine-tuned,  harmonious 
motorcycle . . .  from  rider  posture  to  instru- 
mentation, suspension,  banking  and  braking, 
as  well  as  obvious  power  and  acceleration. 
An  unexpected  joy  to  maneuver  in  tight 
city  traffic,  and  nothing  less  than  a 
phenomenon  out  on  the  open  road. 
The  Honda  CBX  is  here ...  to  stay. 


An  engineering  and  styling  revolution  is 
about  to  take  place  in  750  cc  Superbikes.  Intro- 
ducing three  all-new  Honda  750s.  The  1979 
CB750K  and  CB750K  Limited  Edition.  And  the 
fabulous  new  CB750F 

Their  engines  are  749  cc, 
DOHC,  I6-valve  Fours  inspired 
by  the  famed  Honda  RCB  World 
Championship  endurance 
road-racing  machines. 

And  it  shows. 

All  three  750s  are  fed  by  a 
bank  of  four  30  mm  CV  carbu- 
retors equipped  with  an  accel- 
erator pump  for  snappier  throttle 
response.  And  a  transistorized 


Pointless  Inductive  ignition  provides  the  hot 
sparks  that  help  these  new  machines  deliver 
their  impressive  performance. 

The  totally  new  CB750K  is  available  in  thr 
strikingly  rich,  deep  colors — Candy  Burgund 
Candy  Brown  and  Black. 
Each  set  off  with 
distinctive  accent 
stripes.  The  highly 
chromed  wheels 
sport  a  hydraulic 
front  disc 
brake 

CV  carburetors. 
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Inverted  Back 


Follow  instructions  on  the  other  side 
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Inverted  Foldout  slip-sheet 


1.  Open  the  foldout  page 

2.  Insert  this  sheet  with 

1.  Front  side  touching  the  free  page 

2.  Arrow  pointing  to  the  fold 

3.  Slice  the  folded  edge 

4.  Close  the  page  and  slip-sheet 


Free  end 


Slip-sheet 


CB750K,  CB750K  Limited  Edition 
and  CB750F.  Honda  turns 
Superbiice  evoiution 
into  revoiution. 


I 


749  cc  DOHC 
four-cylinder 
transverse  in-line 
four-stroke 
with  16  valves. 


CB750F  instrumentation. 


learance  you've  only  dreamed  about 
ntil  now.  All  this  and  Honda's  famed 
?putation  for  reliability 

The  new  1979  Honda  CB750s.  Highly 
ophisticated.  Strikingly  styled.  Incredible  to  ride. 
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1.  Open  the  foldout  page 
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Back 

Follow  instructions  on  the  other  side 


ind  a  wide  rear  drum  brake, 
ropping  off  this  eye-catching 
)ackage  is  the  CB750K's  classic 
our-into-four  exhaust. 

The  1979  CB750K  Limited 
Edition  model  has  an  image 
md  style  all  its  own.  The  new 
:B750K  Limited  Edition  stands 
IS  a  proud  salute  to  the  great 
Jecade  since  Honda  introduced 
he  superbike  era  with  the  origi- 
lal  750  Four. 

^nd  now  for  the  coup  de 
jrace.  The  dazzling,  perform- 
mce  oriented  1979  Honda 
:B750F — the  direct  descend- 


Double  overhead  cams  are 
driven  by  silent  chains. 


|«  •     .  — •«•  •  • 

16-valve  Pentroor" cylinder  head. 


ant  of  the  RCB.  This  is  a  machine 
for  the  discriminating  expert. 
And  its  styling  places  it  years 
ahead  of  anything  you  might 
have  seen. 

The  new  CB750F  comes 
equipped  with  all-aluminum 
Honda  ComStar^"  wheels. 
There's  a  pair  of  powerful  hy- 
draulic front  disc  brakes  and  a 
single  rear  disc  as  well.  And 
a  special  four-into-two  exhaust 
system,  so  meticulously  designed 
that  all  four  header  pipes  tuck 
inside  the  new  frame's  rails  to 
deliver  the  kind  of  cornering 


CB650. 

Boulevard  beauty. 
Back-road  bandit. 


The  great  new  Honda  CB650. 
Designed  to  be  the  buy  of  the  year. 
In  the  performance-per-dollar 
category,  this  one's  going  to  be 
tough  to  beat.  On  the  spec  chart 
and  on  the  road. 

The  CB650  is  a  new  entry  in  the 
Honda  line.  The  big-bore,  short- 
stroke,  OHC  four-cylinder  engine 
whips  out  plenty  of  power  Yet 
sophisticated  Honda  engineering 
helps  it  deliver  surprisingly  good  gas 


mileage.  What  a  combination! 

To  tackle  everything  from  Saturday  Night  on 
the  boulevard  to  weekends  on  the  Interstate, 
the  CB650  comes  with  a  smooth-shifting  five- 
speed  transmission.  And  for  those  afternoon 
darts  through  the  canyon,  there's  a  hydraulic 
disc  brake  up  front  and  a  large  diameter  drum 
brake  in  back. 

The  new  CB650  offers  visual  excitement  to 
match  its  engineering  excellence.  The  paint 
scheme  is  striking,  yet  subtle  in  its  statement. 
New  highlighted  Honda  ComStar^"  wheels  are 


found  fore  and  aft.  And  the  chromed  four-int 
two  exhaust  applies  the  final  glistening  toucf 
to  this  new  attention  getter 

The  all-new  1979  Honda  CB650.  Potently 
engineered.  Meticulously  styled.  Built  low  anc 
lean.  Its  seat  height  is  just  31.5  inches  and  it 
weighs  only  437  lbs.  dry!  Check  that  and  all  i 
other  features  against  its  nearest  four-stroke 
competitor  and  you'll  smile  all  the  way  back  1 
your  Honda  dealer. 


Gold  Wing. 

If  the  place  you 
most  want  to  be 
Is  a  thousand 
miles  away. 


Or  two  thousand.  Maybe  1 0,000.  The  superla- 
tive Honda  GLl  000  Gold  Wing^"  is  designed 
and  built  for  such  heroic  distances.  It's  a  touring 
machine  absolutely  without  equal.  Just  about  its 
only  limits  involve  you, the  rider... how  much 
time  have  you  got  on  your  hands? 

This  shaft-drive,  liquid-cooled  masterpiece 
is  powered  by  a  999  cc  OHC  opposed-four- 
cylinder  engine  that  has  set  new  standards  for 
smoothness  and  long-distance  dependability 


The  GLl 000  Powertrain  Concept: 

Great  motorcycles  don't  evolve.  They 
begin  with  a  fresh  sheet  of  paper  and 
a  total  concept.  For  Honda's  Gold 
Wing,^**  the  concept  was  a  World-Class 
touring  machine.  And  the  objectives 
were  unparalleled  smoothness  and 
glot)e-circling  reliability  It  meant 
developing  a  new  engine — a  liquid- 
cooled  OHC  four — with  opposed 
cylinders  for  near-perfect  primary 
balance.  It's  one  of  the  quietest  and 
smoothest  motorcycle  engines  in  the 
world.  And  it's  an  ideal  layout  for  use 
with  shaft  drive:  Power  doesn't  have 
to  make  a  right-angle  turn  between 
crankshaft  and  drive  shaft. 

The  test  of  any  great  concept  is  its  suc- 
cessful execution.  And  that's  where  the 
Gold  Wing  more  than  succeeds  —  it 
exceeds.  Ask  the  man  who  owns  one. 


All  major 
electrical 
connections 
are  housed  In 
the  center 
pod  module. 


)ng  the  fraternity  of  dedicated  touring  riders, 
omfort  and  convenience  in  the  grand  manner 
evident  throughout  the  machine.  Contoured 
diebars  afford  a  comfortable  riding  posture 
le-profile  tires  are  fitted  to  stylish  all-alumi- 
1  ComStar^*^  wheels.  An  approved  quartz- 
Dgen  headlight  gives  outstanding  illumination 
he  incomparable  Honda  Gold  Wing.  If  there's 
and  tour  going  on  in  your  head,  there's 
Dly  no  better  way  to  make  it  a  reality. 


hted  tnalBrigt, 


CX500. 

Such  a  resounding 
success  we're  introducing 
it  again. 
And  again. 
And  again. 


That's  right.  Honda's  revolutionary  liquid- 
cooled  V-twin  now  comes  in  three  very  distir 
models. 

The  CX500  Custom.  Our  radically  styled 
variation  on  the  phenomenal  CX  theme. 
Stepped,  comfortably  padded  seat.  Pull-back 
handlebars.  New  highlighted  ComStar™ 
wheels.  A  rich,  mellow  sound  that  defies 
description. 

CX500  Deluxe.  Definitely  for  the  sports- 
oriented  touring  rider.  Low,  softly  padded  sea 


)r  superb  long-distance  comfort.  130/90S16 
?ar  tire.  Distinct  colors  and  trim,  plus  new 
ighlighted  ComStars,  really  set  this  bike  apart. 

The  CX500.  Complete  with  everything  that 
lade  it  a  virtual  sellout  during  its  first  model 
ear. 

The  heart  of  each  CX500  is  a  liquid-cooled  80° 
96  cc  four-stroke  V-twin.  It's  a  big-bore  Honda 
esign  that  delivers  plenty  of  usable  power 
)r  both  sport  and  open  road.  Performance  is 
nhanced  by  the  low-maintenance  shaft  drive 


and  positive-shifting  five-speed  transmission. 
A  special  damper  plate  broadens  clutch  engage 
ment  for  very  smooth  starts. 

Adding  to  its  distinctive  flair,  each  CX500 
comes  equipped  with  Honda  ComStar  wheels 
and  tubeless  tires.  There's  a  powerful  hydraulic 
disc  brake  up  front.  Heavily  chromed  double- 
reverse-flow  mufflers  further  identify  the  package 

The  Honda  CXSOOs.  Freedom  of  choice  was 
never  more  exciting! 


The  Honda  Hawks. 
Mid-sized  motorcycles 
witii  Superl>iice  spirit. 


The  1979  Honda  Hawk  I  and  Hawk  Hare 
the  bikes  for  the  rider  who  wants  high 
performance  in  a  mid-size  machine. 

There's  nothing  like  the  Honda  HawksT" 
Their  unique  big-bore,  short-stroke,  three- 
valve,  OHC,  PentrooP"  head  engines  deliver 
maximum  horsepower  @  9500  rpm.  That's 
the  kind  of  technology  that  has  made  these 
machines  the  recognized  four-stroke  perform- 
ance leaders  in  their  class. 

The  Hawk  I  is  designed  for  the  budget- 
minded  rider  who  wants  a  technically  sophis- 
ticated machine.  Yet  the  high-spirited  Hawk  I 
doesn't  skimp  on  important  features.  Like 
Capacitor  Discharge  Tri-Pulser^"  ignition.  Dual 
counterbalancers.  New-generation  suspension 


And  Honda's  exclusive  Power  Chamber™ 

For  the  sport-minded  rider  who  wants  extra 
style  along  with  his  performance,  there's  the 
Hawk  H.  It's  got  all  of  the  Hawk  I's  techno- 
logical features,  plus  a  few  tricks  of  its  own. 
Honda  ComStar^**  wheels.  Electric  starting. 
Tachometer  Front  disc  brake.  And  more.  The 
Hawk  n  is  for  weekdays  to  work  and  weekends 
to  wherever 

With  their  smooth,  high-performance  engines 
and  impressive  list  of  standard  features,  mid-size 
four-stroke  performance  riders  need  look  no 
further  than  the  new  1979  Honda  Hawks. 
They  deliver  big. 


■h!cd  material 


CM400Tand  CM400iA  Hondamatic. 
Honda's  innovative  street  biices 
in  Saturday  Night  Ciothes. 


Blend  revolutionary  Hawk^"  technology  with 
uptown  style  and  what  do  you  get?  Just  the 
slickest  new  mid-range  street  cruisers  you're 
likely  to  see  all  year — the  Honda  CM400A 
Hondamatic™  and  CM400T. 

Check  the  teardrop  tank,  low  stepped  seat, 
pull-back  handlebars,  shortie  mufflers  and 
black  ComStar™  wheels.  All  of  a  sudden  a  lot 
of  other  motorcycles  begin  to  look  very  plain. 

Since  motorcycling  is  a  sensory  experience, 
you  not  only  want  your  bike  to  work  right, 
but  look  right,  too.  And  you  want  to  look 
right  when  you're  riding  it,  whether  it's  for 


commuting,  cruising  or  a  night  at  the  disco. 

Either  CM400  will  dress  up  your  riding 
style,  but  they  also  offer  two  distinctive  ways 
to  roll.  The  400A  offers  Honda's  ingenious 
Hondamatic  two-speed  semi-automatic 
transmission.  Hondamatic  means  no  clutch 
lever  And  no  clutch  lever  means  easier  riding. 
The  400T  has  a  crisp-shifting  constant-mesh 
five-speed  gearbox.  And  both  machines  have 
suspension  elements  that  help  the  ride  match 
the  good  looks. 

The  new  Honda  CM400s.  Total  concept 
engineering  doesn't  stop  at  the  nuts  and  bolts. 
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TwinStar  and  CB125S. 

Proving  that  small  doesn't  have  to  mean  boring. 


Where  does  it  say  your  first  bike  has  to  be 
devoid  of  style  and  spirit?  Not  at  Honda.  And 
this  pair  of  nifty  streeters  proves  it. 

Looking  for  style?  The  TwinStar's^"  got  it, 
with  sleek  teardrop  tank,  pull-back  handlebars 
and  comfortable  low  stepped  seat.  There's  also 
the  convenience  of  electric  starting.  And  a 
willing  twin-cylinder  OHC  engine  that 
can  handle  everything  from  cross-campus 
hops  to  freeway 
commuting. 


Sport  riding?  The  CB125S  can  stretch  a 
gallon  of  gas,  but  it'll  never  make  you  yawn. 
Whether  you're  sorting  out  city  traffic  or 
exploring  a  winding  stretch  of  back  road,  you'll 
know  you're  on  a  real  motorcycle.  And  the 
responsive  single-cylinder  OHC  engine  has  an 
impressive  reliability  record. 

TwinStar  and  CB125S.  Two  distinctive  ways  to 
go  for  your  first  bike.  Either  way,  no  one 
will  guess  it's  your  first 
— unless  you  tell  them. 


The  Honda  Express  and  PASO  Moped. 
Now,  for  a  little  light  entertainment. 


Thinking  small?  Honda  has  three  neat 
variations  on  this  low-hassle, 
high-mileage,  good-time  transportation 
theme. 

For  example,  there's  the  popular 
Honda  Express7"  It's  stingy  with  your 
gas  money — up  to  100  miles  per 
gallon — and  generous  with  riding  fun. 
No  pedals.  No  clutch.  And  starting  is  as 
easy  as  winding 
a  clock. 

And  now 


Express^"  H,  a  second-generation  Express 
with  luxury  features.  The  deeply  padded 
seat  invites  sitting  in,  rather  than  on,  and 
the  styling  is  unique.  Add  the  optional 
baskets,  and  either  Express  becomes  an 
excellent  errand  runner 

The  PASO  Moped  has  a  full  range  of 
quality  features,  including  enclosed 
driveline,  full  suspension  and  V-Matic^" 
drive.  And  it's  got  something  no 
other  moped  can  offer — the 
Honda  nameplate.  And  that 


shocks.  There's  a  sharp-steering  23-inch  wheel 
up  front  and  specially-designed  claw-action 
enduro  tires.  All  together  the  new  XR500 
weighs  just  271  lbs.  dry! 

Honda's  powerful  new  XR500  is  king  of  the 
off-road  four-strokes.  It's  ready  to  help  you 
thump  the  competition. 

XR250.  The  exciting  252.5-lb.  (dry  weight) 
Honda  XR250  is  ready  to 
take  on  the  competi- 
tion. Like  the  XR500, 


par  fender-mounted 
ol  bag  (XRSOO,  250, 185). 


its  big-bore,  short-stroke  four-valve  engine 
really  puts  the  power  to  the  ground.  And  it's 
got  the  same  full  enduro  equipment.  Fold- 
ing shifter  and  brake  pedal.  Accurate, 
easy-to-read  big  digit  speedometer 
with  large  tripmeter  reset 
knob.  Enduro  lighting. 
Smooth  alloy  skid 
plate.  A  fender- 
mounted  tool  bag.  And  spe- 
cially-designed claw-action 
enduro  tires  for  extra  traction. 
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Slip-sheet 


Honda  XR  series. 
Hot,  new  enduro-ready 
four-strokes  with 
dirt  on  their  minds. 


Here  are  three  all-new  off-road  enduro  sin- 
gles from  Honda.  Responsive,  tractable  and  sure 
footed.  With  plenty  of  trick  features  designed 
to  make  your  wins  come  that  much  easier 

XR500.  This  is  the  Big  One.  497  cc's  worth 
of  big-bore,  short-stroke,  four-valve  engine.  CD 
ignition.  Automatic  decompression  starting 
system.  And  more. 

The  new  long-travel  XR500  gives  you 
8.8 -inch  travel,  leading-axle  forks  and  7.8  inches 
in  back  from  its  gas-pressurized  lay-down 


Enduro  speedometer  with  easy- 
to-read  tripmeter 
(XRSOO,  250, 185). 


Headlight/number  plate 
comblrurtton  (XRSOO,  250.  185). 


If  you're  out  to  challen^       '  \l'     '  I 

the  elements...sand,  miiid,  wate^  ' 
dust...break  out  on  a  HCMida.  .  . 
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HIGH 

PERFORMANCE 

OPTIONS 


Honda  High  Performance 
Options  are  available  on  the 
XR500,XR250  and  XR185. 


XR80.  The  smallest  XR  in  Honda's  1979  line-up 
is  the  XR80.  It's  a  super  little  fun  bike  for  the 
family  and  a  great  machine  for  learning 
motorcycling  fundamentals.  Its  8.8  horsepower* 
79  cc  five-speed  engine  and  off-road 
suspension  deliver  plenty  of  enjoyment. 


*SAE  net  taken  at  the  crankshaft. 


ba-deslgned  claw-  Folding  shift  lever  and  brake 

n  tires  (XR500,  250, 185).     pedal  (XR500,  250. 185). 
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XR185.  Here's  a  CD-fired,  six-speed, 
)ng-travel,  enduro-ready  small-bore  for  the 
der  who  likes  his  hot  competition  in  the 
under-200  cc  class.  It's  loaded 
with  enduro  extras  like  fold- 
ing shifter  and  brake  pedal, 
2 1 -inch  front  wheel,  claw- 
action  tires  and  more!  And  it 
weighs  only  216  lbs.  dry! 

The  Honda  XR500, 
XR250  and  XR185. 


Enduro-ready  Honda  four-strokes  with 
many  extras  as  standard  equipment.  Get  a 
grip  on  one  of  these  new  Hondas.  Then  get 
a  grip  on  yourself. 


rei. 
stroi 
three 
missior. 
matic  cIl 
easier  to  !• 
And  it's  p^ 
in  bright  Te 
Honda  red. 


CR125Rand 
CR250R  Elsinores. 
A  pair  of  red-hot 
motocrossers. 

This  year,  there  are  two  works  replica 
Honda  rockets  for  those  afflicted  with 
motocross  fever.  The  1979  CR250R  and  all 
new  CRI25R  Elsinores™ 

The  race-ready  CR125R  embodies  the 
same  sophisticated  technology  and  engi- 


neering that  has  made  its  larger  brother  the 
motocross  hit  of  the  year.  A  short-stroke,  24 
horsepower,  GP  Reed^"  Honda-designed  reed 
valve,  CD-ignited,  six-speed  engine.  Chrome- 
moly  frame.  Long-travel  suspension  with  1 1 
inches  of  travel  front  and  rear.  A  sharp-steerin 
23-inch  front  wheel.  And  exclusive  Honda-de 
signed  claw-action  tires  for  increased  traction. 

The  incredible  new  Honda  CR125R  Elsinore 
is  on  its  way.  And  the  hot  125  class  is  going  tc 


'z\e  like  never  before. 

With  the  incredible  Honda  CR250R  claiming 
itories  from  Maine  to  California,  250-class 
Dtocross  has  been  a  different  ball  game.  And 
e  new  1979  CR250R  may  change  the  rules 
r  good. 

Numerous  changes  help  make  the  long- 
3vel  (11.8-in.  front,  11.0-in.  rear)  CR250R  faster 
id  stronger  Totally  new  porting  and  a  grid- 
itterned  GP  Reed"""  Honda 
isigned  reed  valve  for 


broader  power  and  more  top-end  stream 
(37  hp)  than  ever  A  new,  longer  chain  guide 
with  machined  aluminum  rollers.  A  reinforced 
airbox  that's  easier  to  service.  And  the 
unique  claw-action  MX  tires  will  help  you  get 
around  the  track  like  never  before. 

The  dynamic  duo.  Honda's  CR250R  and 
CRI25R  Elsinores.  Do  you  really  think  you  can 

win  without  one? 


CR's  are  designed  for  motocross  use  only  and  are 
sold  "as  is"  without  warranty. 
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Honda- 
designed 
XL  tire  tread 
pattern  (except  XL75  and  XLIOOS  |. 


OHC  four-valve 
dual  exhaust 

port  head  on  XL500S  and  XL250S. 


The  Honda  XL  series.  Road  bikes  ti 
mind  playing  dirty. 


Six  models  deep,  the  Honda  XL  line 
embodies  the  most  sophisticated  four- 
stroke  on/off-road  technology  in  the 
industry,  a  fact  you'll  appreciate  on  the 
street  and  in  the  rough. 

XL500S.  The  Honda  XL  you've  been 
waiting  for  has  arrived... and  it's  about 
to  take  your  world  by  storm.  The  new 
XL500S  is  lighter,  has  more  suspension 
travel,  more  torque  and  more  horsepower 
than  any  other  500  cc  four-stroke  dual- 
purpose  machine.  Its  incredible  497  cc, 
four-valve  OHC  engine  really  pumps  out 
the  power  It's  the  only  machine  in  the 


class  with  leading-axle  forks.  And  the  froi 
suspension  delivers  8  inches  of  travel. 
Honda-designed  tread  pattern  tires 
provide  improved  traction,  both  on-  and 
off-road.  All  this  and  more  in  a  state-of- 
the-art  bike  that  weighs  just  287  lbs.  dr^ 
See  it  to  believe  it! 

XL250S.  Without  question,  this  is  one 
of  the  most  exciting  and  advanced  dual- 
purpose  bikes  available  today  A  strong 
249  cc  OHC  four-stroke  engine  fed  by  i 
28  mm  carburetor  provides  plenty  of 
usable  power  Honda-designed  tires 
provide  plenty  of  traction.  There's  a 


tes  include  deep  comfortable  seat,  plus 
trumentat/on  Including  resettable 
^er.  At  just  260  lbs.  dry,  this  bike's  a  total 
more  ways  than  one. 


>S  is  currently  scheduled  for  release  in  March  1979. 
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Some  more  dirty  players.  The  XL  series  continuei 


XL185S.  This  is  the  mid-range  Honda  XL 
that's  totally  new  for  '79.  Here's  an  excellent 
beginner's  machine  that  delivers  more  front 
and  rear  suspension  travel  than  any  other 
bike  in  its  class. 

It's  equipped  with  leading-axle  forks. There's 
an  impressive  10.4  inches  of  ground  clearance 
and  Honda-designed  tread  pattern  tires  similar 
to  those  found  on  the  larger  XLs.  Weight 
comes  in  at  just  233  lbs.  dry  Full  instrumenta- 
tion and  lighting  for  the  road, of  course. 


Rubber-mounted  rear 
turn  signals  (except  XL100S 
and  XL75|. 


XL125S.  Once  again,  when  it  comes  to 
suspension  travel  the  Honda  XLI25S 
outdoes  them  all . . .  nearly  8  inches  up  front 
and  6.5  inches  in  the  rear  A  strong  124  cc 
engine  coupled  to  a  six-speed  constant- 
mesh  transmission  gives  this  machine  wide 
versatility  wherever  you  ride.  A  Capacitor 
Discharge  ignition,  Honda-designed  tires 
and  gas  shocks  further  help  bring  this  bike 
to  the  head  of  its  class. 

XL100S.  A  superb  beginner's  XL  based 


)on  the  XL125S  frame  size,  this  machine  combines  light 
eight  (209  lbs.  dry),  low  seat  height  (31  inches)  and  small 
heels  (19-inch  front,  17-inch  rear)  to  help  give  the  younger 
Jer  more  confidence.  Leading-axle  forks  and  lay-down  shocks 
Id  to  the  machine's  big-bike  performance.  Any  way  you  look 
it,  the  XLIOOS  is  a  lot  of  bike  for  your  money. 

XL75.  It's  a  real  big-bike  look-alike,  from  slick  instrumenta- 
)n  to  full  road  lighting.  Power  is  supplied  by  a  peppy  75  cc 
HC  four-stroke  single.  Positive-shifting  four-speed  transmis- 
3n  and  rear  shocks  with  five-way  adjustment  round  out  this 
Dnda's  credentials. 


CT70/90,ATC70/1ia 
Odyssey.  Welcome 

to  Honda's  all-terrain 

supermarket. 


No  matter  how  you  like  your  off-road  fun,  there' 
a  Honda  in  this  collection  that'll  get  the  job  done- 
and  then  some. 

CT70/90.  Ever  wonder  what's  at  the  end  of  the 
trail?  Honda's  CT70  and  CT90  are  two  great  ways 
to  get  you  there — and  back  again.  Durable 
single-cylinder  OHC  four-stroke  power.  Automatic 
clutches.  Whether  it's  dirt  roads,  cow  trails  or  just 
fun  around  the  campground,  Honda's  trail  bikes 
really  come  into  their  own  when  the  pavement 
ends.  And  both  bikes  are  street  legal. 

The  three-speed  CT70  Mini  Trail'' 
lets  young  riders  in  early  on 
the  wholesome  fun  of  off- 
road  motorcycling.  And 


'ith  its  dual-range  four-speed  transmission,  the 
?rsatiie  CT90  does  so  many  things  so  well.  Just 
'hat  you'd  expect  of  the  world's  No.  I  trail  bike. 

ATC70/110.  Three  fat  low-pressure  tires  and 
rong  four-stroke  OHC  single-cylinder  engines 
?lp  Honda's  unique  All  Terrain  Cycles  live  up  to 
leir  names  in  everything  from  good  old  dirt  to 
lallow  mud  to  sand  and  even  hard-packed  snow. 

For  small  and  inexperienced  riders,  the  ATC®70 
just  right:  three  speeds,  automatic  clutch  and 
Jjustable  throttle  stop  to  limit  speed  to  rider 
Dility. 

For  1979,  the  ATC®nO  has  a  105  cc  engine  with 
lenty  of  power  to  go 
^ith  its  dual-range  four 


speeds.  It's  designed  for  fun,  but  the  ATCl  10 
also  has  a  practical  side  that's  helped  make  it  a 
big  favorite  with  farmers  and  ranchers. 

Odyssey.  Hooked  on  dune  buggies?  Try  this 
Honda  four-wheeler  on  for  size.  The  steel  rollbar 
unbolts  quickly  and  the  Odyssey^"  is  sized  to 
make  it  easy  to  transport  to  where  the  fun  is. 
That's  the  beauty  of  the  Odyssey.  A  potent  248 
cc  two-stroke  engine  and  low-pressure  tires 
help  deliver  dune-buggy  fun... through  sand, 
shallow  mud,  even  hard-packed  snow. 

It's  not  afraid  to  work,  either  Bolt  on  the 
optional  tote  rack  and  the  Odyssey  becomes  a 
utility  runabout  that  can  help  make 
ranch  and  farm  errands  a  game. 


Now  that  you've  chosen  the  best  bike, 
here's  the  best  gear  to  go  with  it. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection  when  riding.  Keep  nguts  on  and  check  locai  laws  for  licensing 

and  age  requirements.  'All  horsepower  ratings  throughout  this  advertisement  are  SAE  net  taken  at  the  crankshaft.  Availability  may  be 
limited  on  some  models.  Check  with  your  local  Honda  dealer  for  release  dates.  Release  dates  shown  in  this  advertisement  are  tentative 
and  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Specifications  on  all  models  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Some  bikes  designed  for  off-road 
and/or  operator  use  only  Express'"  not  available  in  Washington.  See  the  Yellow  Pages  for  your  nearest  Honda  dealer 

CYCLE  WORLD. 


Complete  Hondallne"  bolt-on  accessory  line. 


Front  and  rear  baskets, 
Honda  Express'"  and 
Moped. 


Hondallne  Britestripe" 
helmets.  Snell  '75  and 
D.O.T.-approved. 


HONDA. 

COtMCSTROMC! 


iast  year  Maico 
Toduced  a  com- 
itely  new  Magnum 
Jtocrosser  while  the 
Huro  line  remained 
<!Mly  the  same  with 

style  engine  cases 
U  frame.  For  1979 

that's  changed. 
2  E  mode!  has  a 
s  Magnum  frame  and  small  engine 
aes.  Actually,  the  new  E  is  a  Magnum 
Jtocrosser  with  a  wide  ratio  transmis- 
n.  enduro  lighting,  spcedo.  large  rear 
uder  and  a  spark  arrester/silencer. 


Using  an  MX  model  as  a  base  for  an 
enduro  machine  is  common  practice  for 
European  tirms.  unlike  the  Japanese  firms 
which  start  from  scratch  and  design  com- 
pletely diflerent  bikes  as  enduro  models. 
Both  approaches  have  proven  successful, 
but  utilizing  an  already  proven  motocross 
chassis  is  a  sure  way  to  produce  a  w  inner  in 
the  least  amount  of  time. 

A  winner  is  what  the  '79  250  Magnum  E 

is. 

The  small-case  Magnum  MX  engine 
w  ith  rear-set  countershaft  sprt)cket  is  used, 
but  has  been  properly  tuned  for  enduro 
use.  Transmission  ratios,  primary  drive. 


and  ignition  were  changed.  The  small  rotor 
MoioPlat  on  the  MX  was  replaced  with  a  2 
lb.  outside  flywheel  Bo.sch  C  Dl  with  high- 
output  lighting  coils.  This  change  also 
slows  rev  speed,  making  the  engine  more 
tractable  when  negotiating  muddy  creek 
banks.  Gear  ratios  were  changed  internally 
M  better  match  enduro  use:  the  tirst  four 
gears  v\ere  given  lower  (higher  numer- 
ically) ratios,  fifth  remained  the  same. 
After  much  experimenting.  .Maico  found 
the  power  needed  for  enduro  use  could  be 
further  enhanced  by  using  the  primary 
drive  ratios  from  the  400/450.  This  change 
raised  the  primary  drive  ratio  and  changed> 


Frame  is  heavily  triangulated  below  the  seat  Shocks  are  gas-charged  Bilsteins  and  work 
flawlessly.  Chrome-moly  swing  arm  is  curved. 


sprocket  changes  are  quick:  a  snap  ring  is 
all  that  holds  it  on. 

The  wind-around,  up-and-over  die 
formed  snake  pipe  is  mounted  to  the  frame 
in  two  places.  Rubber  blocks  insulate 
vibration  and  the  pipe  mounts  are  strongly 
built.  A  restrictive  Skyway  spark  arrester/ 
silencer  keeps  the  exhaust  noise  down  but 
kills  some  horsepower. 

The  beautiful  chrome-moly  frame  used 
for  the  motocrossers  is  also  employed  on 


the  '79  E.  It  has  two  large  tubes  forming  a 
triangle  under  the  lank  with  a  gusset  be- 
tween them,  double  downlubes  in  front 
that  wrap  around  the  30°  steering  stem, 
heavy  triangulation  under  the  seat/tank 
junction,  rear  frame  loop,  and  a  curved 
swing  arm  that  pivots  in  needle  bearings. 

Maico's  awful  cast  footpegs  have  finally 
been  replaced  with  pegs  made  from 
chrome-moly  steel.  They  have  a  good  saw- 
tooth top  and  fold  at  a  45°  angle.  The 


perch  for  them  has  been  moved  slightly 
the  rear  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  frame.  T 
metal  used  for  the  perch  and  peg  is  ve 
thin  and  gives  a  fragile  appearance.  \ 
gave  them  some  good  torture  testing,  b 
couldn't  damage  them.  No  doubt  someo 
will  be  able  to  destroy  them,  but  they  a 
stronger  than  they  appear. 

Air/oil  Maico-built  forks  with  10  in. 
travel  grace  the  front  of  the  machine.  Th 
have  38mm  stanchion  tubes,  leading  a; 
lower  castings,  and  internally  have  a  br; 
stanchion  bearing,  double  oil  seals,  a 
nylon  tipped  damper  rods.  Their  lower  1 
castings  incorporate  a  screw-on  bottc 
cap  that  makes  servicing  easier.  To  dr£ 
the  oil  or  disassemble  for  seal  replaceme 
simply  remove  the  large  screw  cap;  t 
#@c*  Allen  screw  need  not  be  bother< 
Built  as  they  are.  they  should  last  fore> 
and  be  ultra  smooth,  only  the  double 
seals  cause  so  much  friction  a  long  bre£ 
in  is  required  before  they  comply  well 
small  irregularities.  There's  a  simple 
though;  drive  the  scraper  seal  caps  off  a 
remove  the  lower  part  of  the  built-in  si 
with  an  X-acto  knife,  leaving  the  t 
scraper  and  the  separate  lower  seal  inta 
Add  a  ring  of  oiled  foam  to  the  cavity 
catch  dust  that  gets  past  the  scraper,  a 
seal  friction  is  cut  in  half,  allowing  mo' 
ment  on  the  smallest  of  irregularities  a 
fork  action  that  is  unsurpassed.  Wh 
you're  working  on  the  forks,  replace  t 
fork  oil  with  370cc  of  5w  fork  oil. 

Rear  wheel  travel  al.so  is  10  in.  Nc 
reservoir,  gas-charged,  Bilstein  shocks  wi 
dual  rate  springs  are  used.  Shocks  mou 
mid  swing  arm  and  are  fully  cantilevers 
Damping  and  spring  rate  are  perfect. 


Aluminum  triple  clamps,  38mm  stanchion  tubes,  10  in.  travel  forks 
are  furnished.  Wheels  are  gold  colored,  hubs  are  cast  from 
magnesium  and  the  two  are  laced  together  with  large  spokes. 
Speedo  cable  points  forward  and  then  curves  back  and  up  but 
didn 't  get  caught  on  anything. 


Falk  rear  fender  is  big  and  ugly  but  does  an  excellent  job  of 
keeping  mud  off  the  rider  Rear  hub  is  magnesium. 
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Goodyear  introduces 
the  Eagle  HST/'The  finest  street  tir 
Fveever 
ridden^ 


Kenny  Roberts 


Eagle  HST  —  the  result  of 
innovation  by  Goodyear  and 
evaluation  by  Kenny  Roberts. 
Together  we've  created  a  new- 
generation  high-performance 
Eagle  that's  the  most  innovative 
performance  tire  on  the  market 
today.  It  has  the  most  aggressive 
tread  a  street  Eagle  has  ever 
carried  —  computer-designed 
for  an  extra  margin  of  traction 
on  wet  pavement.  Its  tread 
contour  lays  down  a  large 
footprint  for  stability  and 
handling  in  the  curves. 
And  although  it  can  be 
used  with  a  tube,  the 
HST  was  designed  to  be 
^  used  tubeless,  for  easier 
maintenance.  Tread 
pattern,  tread  contour, 
and  tubeless  con- 
struction —  each  is 
designed  to  help  the 
touring  rider  seek  out 
the  maximum  per- 
formance his  bike  can 
deliver. 

The  HST  Rear 
comes  in  five  sizes  — 
MT90-16,  MT90-17, 
MS85-18,  MP90-18, 
and  ML90-18.  The  HST 
Front  comes  in  three  rib 
sizes  plus  an  MM90-19 
with  a  tread  pattern  and 
styling  similar  to  the  rear 
tire.  Each  can  be  used  on 
mag  or  spoke  wheels.  Kenny 
Roberts  agrees  that,  front  and 
rear,  Eagles  are  built  for  the  way 
you  ride. 


Bosch  electronic  ignition  furnishes  spark. 


Beautiful  3  gal.  fuel  tank  is  aluminum  and 
built  so  most  of  its  gas  is  carried  below  the 
frame  backbone. 


The  E  has  the  new  small-case  MX  engine 
with  a  close  countershaft/ swing  arm  pivot 
relationship.  High  pipe  doesn 't  burn  the  rider 
and  produces  good  power  in  the  mid-range 
and  on  top  end. 


Steering  head  is  strongly  built.  Handlebars 
are  rubber  mounted  in  aluminum  triple 
clamp. 


Cleated  foot  pegs  fold  at  a  45°  angle  and  they  have  been  moved  rearward.  Centerstand  makes 
it  easy  to  change  tires. 


All  of  the  plastic  parts  on  the  E  arc  built 
in  Germany  by  Falk:  the  large  rear  fender, 
front  fender,  side  plates,  and  headlight/ 
number  plate  combination.  They  are  prop- 
erly shaped,  light  weight  and  tough. 

A  beautiful  3  gal.  aluminum  tank  is 
standard  and  mounts  low  on  the  frame. 
Very  little  gas  is  carried  above  the  top 
frame  lube.  This  puts  the  weight  of  the  gas 
lower  on  the  bike  and  makes  sliding  for- 
ward on  the  machine  easy.  A  chrome  gas 
cap  with  an  overflow  tube  eliminates  gas 
leaking  on  the  rider  and  a  new  positive- 
click  fuel  petcock  is  employed.  It  has  an 
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on.  off  and  reserve  position.  Its  long  lever 
makes  selection  easy  and  a  click  signals 
proper  positioning  at  each  location.  Unlike 
most  large  gas  tank.s,  the  Maico  tank  looks 
small  as  its  width  blends  nicely  into  the 
seat  and  side  plates. 

The  seat  is  another  fine  part  of  the  E. 
Foam  density,  thickness,  and  shape  are 
perfect  and  a  good  quality  cover  is  securely 
attached  to  the  aluminum  seat  base. 

Moderate  rise  chrome-moly  bars  have 
Magura  dogleg  levers  and  plastic  quick- 
turn  throttle. 

Wheels  are  straight  off  the  MXer;  gold 


anodized  aluminum  rims,  thick  spokt 
and  conical  hubs  cast  from  magnesiut 
The  rear  doesn't  have  a  full-floating  brak 
but  controllable,  chatter-free  stops  are  nc 
mal  anyway. 

The  first  ride  on  a  Magnum  will  ov« 
w  helm  the  rider  with  confidence.  It  does: 
matter  how  fast  corners  are  taken,  it  ne\ 
feels  as  though  speed  is  up  to  the  m 
chine's  ability.  Riding  style  and  body  po 
tion  on  the  bike  won't  matter  much  eith 
just  sit  wherever  you're  comfortable  ai 
enjoy.  Gymnastics  aren't  required.  Slid< 
smooth  fire  road  or  bounce  off  a  berm.  t 
Magnum  is  a  neutral  extension  of  t 
rider's  desires.  Berserking  smooth  corns 
with  both  wheels  in  a  controlled  slide  i; 
blast,  as  falling  down  never  enters  t 
operator's  mind.  Changing  lines  part  w 
through  a  corner  won't  pose  a  probk 
either,  just  steer  where  you  want  to  go.  It 
corner  it  will  easily  turn  under  any  prodi 
tion  motorcycle  made. 

Big  jumps.  endle.s.>  whoops  or  miles 
cros.s-grain  are  taken  in  stride  with  the 
once  the  suspension  is  broken  in.  Spe 
through  this  type  ground  is  limited  by  ric 
desire,  not  the  motorcycle.  It  will  crc 
gnarly  terrain  faster  than  most  riders  wa 
to.  Suspension  compliance  is  excellent 
all  speeds:  yet  .seldom  bottoms  and  ne> 
kicks.  Perfect.  The  front  wheel  may 
lifted  at  will  by  turning  the  throttle.  Othi 
wise  it  stays  on  the  ground.  When  the  frc 
wheel  is  in  the  air  the  bike  doesn't  try 
fall  over  or  loop,  allow  ing  long,  fully  cc 
trolled  wheelies. 

Engine  power  is  gi^eat  in  the  mid-rar 
and  on  top  end.  but  low  end  is  almost  n( 
existent.  It  will  idle  along  at  a  walking  pi 
without  loading  up  or  complaining.  1 
throttle  response  from  low  revs  is  sluggi 
Once  mid-range  is  reached,  hold  on.  M 
range  and  top-end  power  are  equal  to  i 
250cc  motocrosser  made.  Mid-rangi 
wide,  comes  in  fairly  low  in  the  pov 
band,  and  the  rider  soon  learns  how 
keep  the  revs  above  the  flat  spot  right  at 
bottom.  Lowering  the  front  sprocket  siz 
an  1 1  or  12  tooth  size  will  help  keep 
engine  in  the  usable  power  range  and  ci 
the  ratio  jump  between  gears,  so  { 
selection  is  less  critical.  Part  of  the  prob 
at  low  rpm  is  caused  by  the  restric 
Skyway  silencer/spark  arrester.  Low 
was  improved  some  by  removing  the  | 
ber  flapper  at  its  end  which  won't  let  m 
exhaust  out  and  ruins  low-end  powe 
will  be  slightly  louder  with  the  fla| 
removed  but  the  power  increase  is  won 
This  doesn't  hurt  the  spark  arrester,  W| 
stays  forest  legal.  | 

We  conducted  some  impromptu  I 
racing  (after  the  silencer  mod)  against 
Yamaha  YZ250F.  Surprisingly,  the  M 
constantly  beat  the  YZ.  Many  rider  sj 
were  made  without  any  change  ii^ 
results.  i 

Maico  brakes  require  more  muscle 


MA/aO  MAGNUM  2SOE 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $2164 

Fork  travel  10.0  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter  38mm 

Rear  wheel  travel   10.0  in. 

Tire,  front   3.00-21 

Tire,  rear  4.50-18 
Engine  two-stroke  Single 
Bore  X  stroke  67  x  70mm 
Piston  displacement  247cc 

Compression  ratio  12:1 

Claimed  power   na 

Claimed  torque  na 

Carburetion  38mm  Bing 

Ignition  Bosch  GDI 

Lubrication  system  premix 
Primary  drive  duplex  chain 
Gear  Ratios,  overall:1 

5th  7.45 

4th  9.30 

3rd   12.30 

2nd  16.20 

1st  22.20 

Oil  capacity  1.1  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  3.0  gal. 

Fuel  Tank  material  aluminum 
Swing  arm 

material   chrome-moly  steel 

Starter  primary-kick 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

Frame  material  chrome- 
moly  steel 

DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase   58.0  in. 

Seat  height  35.6  in. 

Seat  width  6.5  in. 

Seat  length  23.5  in. 

Seat  thickness  (outside)  5.5  in. 
Seat  front  to 

steering  stem  center  14,5  in. 


Handlebar  width  32.5  in. 
Footpeg  height  15.0  in. 

Foofpeg  to  seat  top  21.0  in. 
Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  6.2  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.5  in. 

Swing  arm  length  20.5  in. 
Swing  arm  pivot  to 

drive  sprocket  center  2.3  in. 
Gas  tank  filler  hole  size  1.6  in. 
Ground  clearance       10.8  in. 


Fork  rake  angle  30.0° 

Trail  na 

Test  weight  (w/half 

tank  fuel)  247  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  46.5/53.5 


FEATURES 

Fork  adjustable  with  air?  yes 
Rear  shock 
damping  adjustable?  no 


Rear  shocks  rebuildable?  nc 
Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil  level?  yes 
Does  owner's  manual 

show  how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?  nc 

Does  pipe  burn  rider?  nc 

Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable?  yej 


60" 


some  but  this  is  intentional.  They 
almost  lock-up  proof.  Braking  is  progi 
sive  and  chatter  free.  Should  a  clur 
rider  somehow  manage  to  stall  the  mo 
restarting  won't  require  searching  for  n 
tral  as  primary-kick  is  used. 

Riding  position  on  the  Maico  set 
right  for  almost  everyone.  Seat  height 
moderate  35.6  in.,  not  bad  for  10  in 
travel  at  both  ends.  The  Magura  levers 
throttle  are  quality  parts  that  do  their  j 
smoothly.  The  shift  lever  is  made  f 
aluminum  and  uses  a  rubber  cover  oi 
end.  It  becomes  slippery  when  wcl,  as  c 
the  steel  brake  pedal.  The  brake  pedal 
a  large  pad  for  the  boot  sole  to  push  b 
has  a  smooth  top  that  becomes  slip 
when  wet. 

The  Magnum  E  costs  a  lot  but 
reward  its  owner  by  correcting  many  o 
riding  errors  (not  amplifying  them).  It 
let  a  novice  corner  like  a  sea.soned  vete 
an  expert  like  a  bullet,  and  still  be  st 
down  a  deep  sand  wash.  Because  mo! 
the  Maico  parts  are  first  class,  access( 
won't  be  needed.  The  price  of  the 
ready  to  compete  thus  comes  into  a  i 
accurate  perspective. 
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Keep  it  going  strong  with  the  Hot  "U". 


If  you're  a  Honda  rider,  do  yourself  and  your  bike 
a  favor: 

Go  to  your  local  dealer  or  accessory  shop  and 
ask  for  a  set  of  ND  Hot  "U"  plugs. 

Notice  the  U-shaped  groove  in  the  ground 
electrode.  Quite  simply,  that  allows  a  larger  and 
hotter  flash  front.  So  the  plug  fires  better 

With  the  Hot  "U,"  your  bike  won't  load  up  when 
you  lug  the  engine  or  lag  when  you  crack  on  the 


power.  You  con  expect  faster  starting,  better 
acceleration,  a  smoother  ride,  less  fouling,  more 
miles  per  gallon  and  longer  plug  life. 

The  Hot  "U"  is  available  for  97%  of  the  bikes  on 
(and  off)  the  road  today.  Including  nearly  all  Honda 
models.  In  fact,  it's  usea  as  original  equipment  by 
Hondo,  Kawasaki  and  Suzuki. 

If  your  dealer  doesn't  have  it,  tell  him  he  should. 

You'll  be  doing  him  o  favor,  too. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it.  Then  we  patented  it. 
(Patent  No.  3,970,885.) 


HOT  "Uf" 

Nippondenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  230lti  Street 
Carson  California  90745 


i^^^ Riding  the  Honda 
CB900FZ 


By  John  Nutting 


CB900FZ  handling  is  better  than  that  of  the  CBX,  but  the  suspension  still  needs  work  for  fast  riding. 


There's  a  fascinating  revolution  going 
on  in  European  motorcycling  right 
now.  We're  not  sure  when  it  started 
and  we're  equally  unsure  of  its  outcome. 
But  the  Japanese  manufacturers  like 
Honda  and  Yamaha  are  serving  up  bikes 
which  they  say  are  designed  with  Conti- 
nental tastes  in  mind. 

Whether  the  motorcycles  that  they  are 
offering  us  are  in  fact  better  than  or  basi- 
cally any  different  from  the  bikes  going  to 
other  markets  is  a  moot  point;  after  all,  a 
good  bike  is  a  good  bike  in  any  language 
and  no  amount  of  cosmetic  jiggery-pokery 
is  going  to  make  any  difference.  Fact  is 
though  that  for  a  long  time  European 
motorcyclists  have  fostered  the  idea  that 
they  are  harder  riding,  faster  cornering  and 
generally  more  demanding  than  the  rest  of 
the  world,  which  means  America.  This  is  a 
moot  point  too,  but  it  can  be  said  that  there 
are  probably  more  committed  road  riding 
enthusiasts  on  the  Continent;  by  the  same 
token  America  has  more  off-road  riders. 

Certainly  we  don't  have  to  endure  a  55 
mph  speed  limit  and  that  free  rein  means 
that,  officially  at  least,  we  can  push  our 
bikes  that  bit  harder.  For  that  reason  we 
have  often  criticized  riding  positions  that 
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have  been  better  suited  to  showroom 
dreaming  and  boulevard  pottering.  Ya- 
maha was  the  first  to  appreciate  this  a 
couple  of  years  ago.  They  fitted  their  bikes 
like  theXS750  Three  with  lower  handlebars 
and  rear  set  footrests,  a  move  that  was 
copied  by  Suzuki.  Styling  too  takes  a  more 
spartan  look.  Honda  has  now  gone  the 


whole  way  by  offering  a  machine  tha 
built  for  Europe  only  and,  they  say,  , 
never  be  sold  in  the  States.  | 
In  introducing  the  CB900FZ  in  su( 
manner  I  suspect  there  is  more  than  ji 
little  professional  flattery  for  the  i 
vidual  importers  going  on,  for  as  a  sf 
ing  machine  the  CB900FZ  would  sa 


i 

1 


The  CB900  shares  styling  with  the  CBX  and  the  CB750F.  Mirrors  have  hollow  stems  ai 
weighted  to  resist  vibration  blurring.  Oil  cooler  is  standard. 

Photos  by  John 


Cl 


Southern  Californian  corner  carver  as 
ch  as  his  Alpine  pass-riding  counter- 
t.  It  would  seem  too  that  in  the 
900FZ  Honda  has  a  ready-made  win- 
for  the  superbike  production  road  rac- 
class,  particularly  as  there's  a  lOOOcc 
in  the  way  from  Honda  RSC,  the 
pie  that  build  the  all-conquering  en- 
ance  racers,  from  which  the  CB900FZ 
developed.  The  argument  against  sell- 
the  CB900FZ  in  America  is  that  the 
K  Six  is  the  lOOOcc  big  gun  for  Honda 
a  similar  bike  would  fuzz  its  market- 
But  I  would  think  the  same  goes  for 
ope  too. 

Whatever  the  merits  of  its  introduction 
'ever,  the  CB900FZ  is  probably  as  good 
nything  in  the  lOOOcc  class.  It  lacks  the 
histication  of  Suzuki's  suspension  but 
ces  up  for  that  with  a  super  tough,  and 
emely  quiet-running  engine  that  has 
rmous  potential  for  producing  more 
'er. 

he  bike  is  basically  the  same  package 
3und  in  the  new  748  cc  Honda  Four;  an 
ine  transverse  Four  with  double  over- 
d  camshafts,  four  valves  per  cylinder, 
n  bearing  crankshaft  and  a  five-speed 
rbox.  It  is  mounted  in  a  massively 
ng  duplex  frame  made  of  large  diame- 
30mm  tubing  that  is  both  slim  and 
t.  A  neat  move  is  a  removable  right 
d  bottom  frame  rail  to  allow  an  easy 
ine  pull-out. 

•ifferences  between  the  750  and  900 
:ern  the  bore  and  stroke,  valve  sizes, 
ipression  and  top  gear  ratio.  Capacity 
[)2cc  from  using  64.5mm  pistons  (the 
e  as  those  used  in  the  CBX)  and  a  long 
im  stroke.  The  idea  of  the  long  stroke  is 
eep  engine  width  down.  This  is  21.5  in. 
iss  the  end  covers,  1.6  in.  less  than  the 
<.  Valve  sizes  are  28mm  inlet,  22.5mm 
lust,  3mm  and  .5mm  up  on  the  750 
ectively.  Compression  ratio  however,  is 
itly  down  at  8.8:1. 

"he  Morse-type  chain  primary  drive 

0  differs,  being  1:1  instead  of  1.16:1 

1  top  gear  is  slightly  closer  to  fourth 
n  on  the  750. 

bwer  is  a  claimed  95  bhp  at  9000  rpm, 
ich  on  the  top  gear  ratio  of  5.28: 1  gives 
I  mph. 

/ith  a  claimed  dry  weight  of  520  lb.  (40 
less  than  the  CBX  Six),  the  perfor- 
ice  should  be  about  the  same  over  the 
ding  quarter  mile.  Honda  claims  1 1.7 
nds  and  I  wouldn't  dispute  it. 
hose  familiar  with  the  CBX  will  find 
:h  common  with  the  CB900FZ.  The 
■umentation  is  the  same;  the  front  fork 
milar  and  even  the  styling  is  roughly 
same.  But  there  the  differences  start. 
■»e  900  has  Honda's  new  "Euro-styl- 
which  means  a  pseudo-monocoque 
for  the  tank  and  seat  which  is  almost 
aling.  It  is  very  slim  at  the  seat  nose 
the  bike  has  none  of  the  CBX's  daunt- 
ize  when  you  are  astride  it. 
y  first  flirting  encounter  with  the 
X)FZ  was  in  Germany,  near  Frank- 

continued  on  page  166 


When  you  tune  it  yourself 
make  sure  you  do  it  right. 
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With  an  ND  Tune  Up  Kit  for  ND  now  makes  kits  for  183 

Honda.  Honda  models.  If  your  dealer 

Along  with  points  and  conden-  doesn't  have  them,  tell  him  he 

sers,  it  includes  the  great  Hot  "U"  should, 

plug.  Which  practically  Because  anything  worth 

guarantees  super  performance.  doing  is  worth  doing  right. 


Mippoiiiliinso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  2301  h  Street 
Carson.  California  9Q745 


Because  anything  worth 
doing  is  worth  doing  right. 


^inFffswimiLtmwis 

FOR  HONDA  AND  KAWASAKI  4's 
STREET— DRAGS— TOURING 


HONDA  CB500/550/650/750 


KAWASAKI  KZ650 


SUZUKI  GS750/850/1000 


KAWASAKI  KZ900/1000 


NEW  BILLETS  COMPUTER  DESIGNED 
SPRING  AND  CUP  KITS  AVAILABLE 

SEND  $1.00  FOR  CATALOG 
All  Products  Warranteed  Against  Detects  in  Material  Or  Workmanship. 


ANDREWS    PRODUCTS,  INC 

5212  N.  SHAPLAND  •  ROSEMONT,  IL  60018 

312/992-4014  §/m 
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EVALUATIONS 


MAGURA  THROTTLE 

Did  you  ever  think  about  the  many 
possible  cures  for  any  given  prob- 
lem? Take  the  loop  the  throttle  ca- 
ble makes  as  it  leaves  the  standard  twist 
throttle.  All  bike  riders  are  aware  of  the 
potential  hazards  if  the  cable  snags  a  tree 
limb,  another  rider's  bars,  or  one  of  a 
million  other  things.  Besides  being  dan- 
gerous, a  long  cable  is  required  to  make  a 
large  radius  bend  to  avoid  kinks.  Nothing 
new.  just  a  problem  that  most  everyone  has 
accepted. 

About  the  only  throttle  thai  didn't  have 
a  large  cable  loop  was  the  stock  BMW  unit, 
made  by  Magura. 

Gunner  Lin.strom  got  thinking  about 
the  problem  and  designed  a  throttle  that 
eliminated  the  loop  by  routing  the  cable 
parallel  to  the  bars  like  the  BMW.  Gunner 
took  a  conventional  throttle  and  added  a 
pulley  on  the  top  to  change  the  angle  the 
cable  entered.  The  "Gasser"  was  an  instant 
success  and  other  people  began  to  design 
difl'erent  ways  to  do  the  same  thing. 

MTD  is  marketing  an  ail  plasiic  throttle 
that  boasts  a  straight-line  cable  pull  and  a 
totally  different  cable-to-throttle  connec- 
tion. It  also  eliminates  cable  loop  and 
works  well. 

Now  Magura.  known  for  their  superb 
dogleg  clutch  and  brake  control  levers  and 
conventional  throttles,  has  introduced 
their  version  of  the  straight-pull  throttle. 
Mechanically  it  is  completely  different 
from  the  Gas.ser  and  MTD.  Its  housing  is 
cast  from  magnesium,  the  cable  adjuster  is 
made  from  aluminimi.  the  actual  working 
parts  are  nylon.  The  unit  is  more  compact 
than  its  predecessors  and  the  cable  runs 
closer  to  the  bars'  center  line.  A  magne- 
sium inspection  cover  can  be  lifted  by 
removing  one  screw.  Once  inside  one  fmds 
a  round  nylon  plate  with  provisions  for  a 
normal  barrel  end  cable  hookup.  Well, 
normal  for  a  Magura  throttle.  Magura 
.shapes  the  attaching  hole  .so  the  cable  may 
be  changed  by  unhooking  the  carburetor 
end,  then  un.screwing  the  adjuster  on  the 
throttle  housing.  The  nylon  plate  turns  via 
bevel  gears,  a  smooth  positive  .system.  Two 
model  are  offered;  ISDT  and  Motocross. 
The  MX  (model  « 32- 158)  has  a  quick  68" 
action  when  used  with  a  36mm  carburetor. 
The  ISDT  (model  ?t32-159)  is  a  little 
slower,  85^'  with  the  same  size  carb.  Price 
for  either  model  is  $25.95  and  the  cable 
goes  for  S6.95. 

To  order  contact: 

Malcolm  Smith 
888  Marlborough,  Dept.  CW 
Riverside.  Calif.  92507 

(714)  687-1300  BS 


Magura 's  straight-pull  throttle  is  made  from  magnesium  and  nylon. 


Magura  throttle  is  gear  driven  and  allows  cable  replacement  from  the  outside. 
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K AW  AS A 


Don't  let  the  good  plug  pass  you  by. 


Yes,  we're  biased.  But  we  think  the  Hot  "U"  is  the 
most  significant  advance  in  spark  plugs  since  spark 
plugs. 

And  if  you  really  enjoy  nnotorcycles,  you  shouldn't 
pass  up  a  chance  to  try  it. The  Hot  "U"  is  available 
for  all  Kawasaki  models.  In  fact,  Kawasaki  uses  the 
Hot  "U"  as  original  equipment.  So  does  Hondo.  So 
does  Suzuki. 

Over  half  a  million  riders  of  all  makes  of  motor- 


cycles now  use  it,  too.  Because  they've  discovered 
that  the  Hot  "U"'s  tiny,  but  amazing,  U-shaped  groove 
in  the  ground  electrode  delivers  everything  you've 
always  wanted  from  a  plug:  Faster  starting,  better 
acceleration,  better  mileage  and  longer  plug  life. 

So  if  you're  a  Kawasaki  rider,  and  your  bike 
doesn't  have  the  Hot  "U,"  get  going  to  your  dealer 
and  put  them  in. 

The  good  times  will  only  get  better. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it. Then  we  patented  it. 
(Patent  No.  3,970,885.) 


HOT  "M" 

Mippandenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  230th  Street 
Carson  California  90745 


Kawasaki's  Smaller  Z  for  Europe 

With  Roots  In  The  KZ650,  The  Z500  Is  All  New,  Smaller  And  Lighter 


Kawasaki's  new  Z500  comes  with  dohc  engine,  three  disc  brakes  and  gas  tank  styling  similar 
to  the  existing  KZ650SR. 


Kawasaki  introduced  a  new  497cc 
Four  at  a  press  showing  in  Malta. 
The  new  Z500  engine  is  similar  in 
layout  to  the  existing  KZ650  powerplant. 
but  is  scaled  down.  Very  few  parts  are 
interchangeable.  Bore  and  stroke  is  55  x 
52.4nnm.  Double  overhead  camshafts  are 
used  with  two  valves  per  cylinder.  Valve 
lash  is  controlled  by  replaceable  shims 
located  underneath  the  cam-follower/ 
valve-buckets.  The  bike  has  a  plain-bear- 
ing crankshaft,  Hy-Vo  primary  chain  and 
six-speed  gearbox,  four  22mm  Tekei  slide- 
throttle  carburetors  and  the  usual  4-into-2 


exhaust  system.  Claimed  horsepower  is  52 
at  9(XX)  rpm. 

The  engine  is  very  compact,  measuring 
just  20  in.  at  the  widest  point  of  the  cases. 
For  comparison,  the  KZ650  is  21  in.  wide; 
the  GS550  Suzuki,  21  in.;  the  Honda 
CB650  20'/4  in.  The  cylinder  head  is  also 
unusually  compact,  measuring  15  in. 
That's  just  %-in.  wider  than  the  no-longer- 
produced  Honda  CB4(X)  Four  and  Vs-in. 
narrower  than  the  Honda  CB550  Four 
(which  was  replaced  by  the  CB650  this 
year). 

Like  other  1979  model  Kawasakis,  the 


new  500  has  an  air-injection  system  1 
emissions  control.  Air  is  routed  from 
airbox  through  a  system  of  hoses,  valvi 
and  small  reed  valves  and  channelled  ir 
the  exhaust  ports,  where  it  ignites  w 
unburned  exhaust  gases  leaving  the  cyl 
der. 

The  bike  has  leading-axle  front  fo 
with  26mm  diameter  tubes.  Claimed  ( 
weight  is  432  lb. 

The  Z500  will  be  sold  in  Europe  fi 
with  a  possible  U.S.  introduction  late 
1979.  A  400cc  version  of  the  machine  \ 
be  produced  for  the  Japanese  market. 


Double-overhead-camshaft  Four  has  two  valves  per  cylinder  Valve 
clearance  is  adjusted  by  replacing  shims  underneath  the  valve 
buckets. 


Z500  will  probably  be  known  as  the  KZ500  in  America.  Ignition  ii 
mounted  on  the  right  side  of  the  crankshaft. 


132/CYCLE  WORLD 


Photos  by  John  N 

Ci  I'eri; 


KAWASAKI 


When  you  tune  it  yourself 
make  sure  you  do  it  right. 

With  an  ND  Tune  Up  Kit  for  ND  now  nrokes  kits  for  90 

Kawasaki.  Kawasaki  models.  If  your 

Along  with  points  and  conden-  dealer  doesn't  have  tnem,tell 

sers,  it  includes  the  great  Hot  "U"  him  he  should, 
plug.  Which  practically  Because  anything  worth 

guarantees  super  performance.  doing  is  worth  doing  right. 


Nippondenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

8b7East  230th  Street 
Carson.  Cahlornia  90745 
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RROCHUBE 


FEATURES 
p\STONS 

FOR 

STREET, 
AND  DIRT 


Get  your  brochiure— loaded  with)  in- 
formation on  Wiseco  2-stroke  and 
4-stroke  pistons,  engine  -  related 
tools,  and  clottiing.  PLUS  you  get  a 
jacket  patch  and  decal  set. 


new  model's  engine  is  very  compact, 
( is  narrower  at  the  cases  than  the  GS550, 
350  and  08650. 


Z500   has   Kawasaki's   new  as- 
letrically-drilled  all-weather  discs  and 
Is  with  calipers  mounted  behind  leading- 
forks.  Fork  tubes  are  26mm. 


uments  are  easy  to  read.  Z500  redlines 
00  rpm.  Note  new  Kawasaki  rectangular 
ter  cylinder  A  sight  glass  on  the  front  of 
eservoir  allows  checking  the  fluid  level. 


Nobody  Beats  Our  Prices  and  Selection 
On  Street  Bike  &  Motor  Cross  Tires 

MICHELIN,  CONTI, 
DUNLOP,  YOKAHAMA, 
PERILLI,  NANKANG, 
IRC  AND  OTHERS. 


SPECIAL 

KNOBBY  TIRES* 

REG.  $24.95    OUR  PRICE  $12.95 

•Size  350x18 

STREET  TIRES* 

REG.  $36.95    OUR  PRICE  $22.95 

•Size  400x18  (Copy  K-81) 
Special  Bonus  —  FREE  TUBES  if  tires 
ordered  in  pairs. 

CALL  COLLECT  FOR  A  LOW  PRICE 
QUOTE  ON  TIRES  FOR  YOUR  BIKE! 

203-325-2938 
Orders  shipped  the  same  day.  Add 
$3.75  per  tire  postage  and  handling. 

Free  304-page  catalog  included  with 
each  order  —  reg.  $4.95. 

Cycle  &  Van  Accessories,  Ltd. 

One  of  America's  most  complete  accessory 
shops  lor  the  vanner.  or  rider  ot  mopeds.  or 
Honda,  Suzuki,  Yamaha  or  Kawasaki  bikes. 
483  WmI  Main  Street,  Slamlord,  CI.  06902 
(US  Rt.  1  at  West  Ave.,  1  block  nortti  of  1-95, 
Exit  6)  203-325-2938 

Visa.  Master  Charge  or  Checks  Welcomed. 


I  enclose  $1  tor  my  1979  Wiseco  Hi-Per(orm- 
ance  Piston  brochure,  jacket  patcti  and  decals 
(Postage  is  prepaid  ) 

PRINT  NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


My  Primary  Interest  Is: 

□  Dirt  □  Street  □  Strip 

WIteco  Piston,  Inc. 
7237  Industrial  Park  Boulevard 
Mentor.  OH  44060 
Phone  (216)  951-6600 
Call  Toll-Free  (800)  321-1364  (Except  Ohio) 
In  Ohio  Call  (800)  362-1368 
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■  A  lot  has  been  said 
about  tradition,  about 
how  the  Yamaha 
XS650  sounds  and 
feels  like  the  British 
vertical  Twins  that 
dominated  motorcy- 
cling in  the  195Us  and 
1960s.  Present-day 
cynics  weaned  on 
multi-cylinder  bikes  say  that  the  Yamaha 
vibrates  and  runs  rough.  Compared  to  a 
Four  or  Six.  that's  right.  But  within  the 
context  of  being  a  vertical  Twin  without 
dynamic  balancers  to  offset  the  natural 
vibration  of  two  large  pistons  pumping  up 
and  down,  the  Yamaha  is  remarkably 
smooth.  Not  only  is  the  Yamaha  far 
smoother  than  the  old  British  Twins,  but  it 
is  in  every  way  a  modern  motorcycle. 

So  while  it  can  be  argued  that  much  of 
the  Yamaha's  appeal  lies  in  the  traditions 
of  its  powerplant.  it  is  also  true  that  the 
XS650  is  a  big  seller  for  reasons  unrelated 
to  fond  memories  of  the  past.  Reasons  like 
low  initial  price,  easy  maintenance,  han- 
dling, styling. 


And  more  esoteric  reasons. 

It's  the  .sound,  as  much  as  anything.  Hit 
the  starter  button  and  the  engine  growls  to 
life  with  a  subdued  roar,  then  settles  into 
the  loping  gait  of  a  large  vertical  Twin,  the 
sound  of  an  even  series  of  cylinder  explo- 
sions separated  by  flashes  of  silence. 

It  doesn't  purr  or  whine  or  mumble.  It 
idles,  the  handlebars  and  front  end  moving 
with  the  engine  puKsations.  trembling  in 
anticipation  of  the  ride  to  come.  It  sounds 
like  a  motorcycle,  not  a  two-wheeled 
Pi>rsche;  and  feels  like  a  motorcycle,  not  an 
electric  golf  cart.  You  can  hear  and  feel  the 
source  of  power,  gasoline  explosions  en- 
cased in  iron  and  aluminum  and  steel.  The 
rider,  like  it  or  not.  is  involved  in  the  reality 
of  the  machinery. 

That  reality  starts  with  the  653cc  sohc 
engine,  which  is  slightiv  oversquare  with 
bore  and  stroke  of  75  x  74mm.  The 
360°crankshaft  uses  three  roller  bearings 
and  a  ball  bearing,  and  drives  the  clutch 
via  spur-cut  gear.  Rod  big  ends  have  nee- 
dle roller  bearings,  while  bushings  are 
used  in  the  small  ends.  The  camshaft  rides 
on  two  pairs  of  single-row  ball  bearings. > 
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and  is  driven  at  half  crankshaft  speed  via  a 
roller  cam  chain.  C  ombination  cam  fol- 
lower/rocker arms  open  the  valves;  valve 
lash  is  maintained  by  conventional  adjust- 
able tappets,  ijinilion  points  are  driven  oti" 
one  side  of  the  camshaft.  Transmission  is 
five  speed.  Two  38mm  Mikuni  constant 
vacuum  carburetors  feed  the  beast.  The 
rider  has  his  choice  of  starting  methods, 
kick  or  electric.  Weight  with  a  half-tank  of 
fuel  is  481  lb. 

Becau.se  the  Yamaha  650  is  a  traditional 
.sort  of  engine,  there  has  long  been  talk  of 


The  engine  does  have  a  heritage,  but  it's 
not  the  one  most  often  mentioned,  the 
Triumph  650  Twin.  That  engine  was  ex- 
tremely undersquare  (71  x  82  mm)  and 
had  two  camshafts  operating  pushrods  and 
rocker  arms  plus  many  more  detail  and 
conceptual  diflerences.  The  only  real  con- 
nection is  that  both  were  vertical  650 
Twins. 

The  Yamaha's  line  of  descent  actually 


reaches  back  to  1955  and  the  Hosk  s< 
500  Twin,  which  in  its  day  was  the  o 
Japanese  motorcycle  capable  of  runn 
with  the  fast  British  machines  of  the 
riod.  Along  its  path  into  the  motorcv 
business,  Yamaha  acquired  Hosk.  so  th 
where  they  got  the  basics  for  the  XSf 
introduced  in  1970. 

The  days  when  Twins  were  the  fasi 
motorcycles  are  long  past,  hut  the  XS( 


IHREE  GOOD  REASONS 
TO  BUYA'79  YZ. 


Are  Yamaha  motocross 
machines  really  as  competitive 
as  we  say  they  are?  Just  ask  the 
man  who  rides  one. 

Broc  Glover,  Bob  Hannah 
and  Rick  Burgett  rode  theirs 
this  year  to  the  fii'st  grand  slam 
in  motocross  history  Number 
One  plates  in  AMA 125, 250, 
I  Open  Class  and  Supercross. 
I       And  they  did  it  on  works 
'  bikes  that  are  closer  than  ever  to 
the  YZ125, 250  and  400  waiting 


for  you  at  your  Yamaha  dealer 

We've  made  some  signif- 
icant improvements  in  all  three 
models  this  year 

For  one  thing,  power  is  up. 
And  we  mean  up.  As  much  as 
20%  in  mid-range.  With  the 
torque  you  need  to  take  the  hole- 
shot  and  never  look  back. 

Handling  is  even  more 
responsive.  Because  we've 
increased  the  suspension  travel, 
front  and  rear. 


The  new  full-floating  re 
brake  allows  the  shoe  to  ro1l( 
with  the  frame  rather  than  j 
swing  arm  for  smoother,  m»i 
positive  braking  under  all  t  J 
conditions.  And  the  swing  8 
pivot  point  is  now  closer  to  ( 
countershaft,  eliminating  tH 
need  for  a  chain  tensionen 

OurYZ125willbe  a  big? 
threat  than  ever  in  1979,  wi:i 
its  newly-designed  Monoshi 
The  oil  and  gas  capacity  is « 


A  rigid  triangulated  swing- 
arm  means  truer  rear  wheel 
tracking.  And  the  box-section 
aluminum  design  reduces 
unsprung  weight  on  our 
larger  YZ's. 


Our  exclusive  nitrogen/oil 
Monoshock  has  exceptionally 
long  travel  for  consistent 
traction  and  control.  It's  fully 
adjustable  for  dampening, 
spring  preload  and  nitrogen 
pressure.  Extensive  finning 
dissipates  heat. 


400 


)'er,  as  is  the  cooling-fin  area, 
3elp  prevent  fading. 
Even  our  YZ80,  the  mightiest 
ii  of  them  all,  now  has  more 
•sepower,  a  redesigned  frame, 
)ier  suspension  travel  and  a 
^six-speed  transmission. 
So,  if  you're  in  motocross  to 
)  (and  who  isn't?)  we  suggest 
)check  out  the  Yamaha  YZ's. 
IThey  come  highly  recom- 
).ded  by  Bob,  Broc  and  Rick, 
^or  any  Tom,  Dick  or  Harry 


IThe  ultimate  in  two-stroke 
engine  technobgy  Reed  Valve 
Ubrqiie  Induction  insures 
<bowerand  torque— and  plenty 
both— across  an  extremely 
mde  powerband. 


YZ125W  YZlOO 

The  intermediate-size  YZlOO 
helps  smaller  kids  make  the 
transition  from  mini  to  full- 
size. 


Strong,  lightweight  chrome- 
moly  steel  in  our  full-size 
machines  makes  the  most  of 
the  YZ's  precision-engineered 
frame  geometry 


Extra-long-travel,  leading 
axle  front  forh  are  adjustable 
'  for  air  pressure,  (M  might 


Ml 


KYB  shocks  from  Kayaba  work  reasonably 
well  under  most  conditions. 


Fork  compliance  is  good,  front  brake  strong. 
Tires  limit  braking  performance  and  corner- 
ing ability. 


turns  in  a  respectable  performance  in 
class,  with  a  standing-start  quarter-mile  of 
13.86  sec.  at  96.05  mph.  That  elapsed  time 
is  the  same  as  the  best  recorded  by  the  1978 
Triumph  Bonneville  750.  which  turned 
13.86  sec:  and  better  than  the  14.14  sec. 
turned  by  the  Kawasaki  dohc  KZ750Twin. 
The  XS650  is  al.so  quicker  than  the  Harlev- 
Davidson  lOOOcc  V-Twin  Sportster  (14.22 
sec.)  and  the  1979  BMW  R65  650  flat-Twin 
(14.31  sec). 

Taken  within  the  context  of  a  motorcycle 
marketplace  dominated  by  multi-cylinder 
motorcycles,  the  XS650's  performance 
doesn't  fare  as  well.  But  even  though  it  isn't 
quicker  than  the  Fours  in  the  same  size 
categorv,  the  XS650  Twin  does  hold  a  few 
aces.  The  Yamaha  weighs  more  than  the 
GS550.  481  lb.  versus  466  lb.,  but  is  far 
narrower  in  engine  case  width.  15  in.  for 


the  Yamaha  compared  to  21  in.  for  the 
Suzuki.  In  the  case  of  the  Kawasaki 
KZ650.  the  Yamaha  is  both  lighter  and 
narrower  than  the  Kawasaki's  493  lb.  and 
21  in.  of  case  w  idth.  The  Yamaha  actually 
weighs  7  lb.  more  than  the  Honda  CB650's 
474  lb.  with  half  a  tank  of  gas.  but  is 
narrower  than  the  Honda,  which  measures 
20'/4  in.  at  the  cases. 

Besides  being  narrower  than  competing 
multis.  the  Yamaha  also  carries  its  engine 
weight  lower.  That  lower  center  of  gravity 
means  that  the  XS650  can  be  (licked  from 
side  to  side  and  can  change  direction  more 
easily  and  quickly  than  the  hours,  it  means 
that  the  Yamaha  feels  lighter  in  traffic  and 
at  speed,  and  steers  faster.  The  ditference  a 
lower  center  of  gravity  makes  shows  up 
dramatically  when  the  rider  is  cutting 
through  traffic,  a  time  when  the  ability  to 


make  quick  lane  changes  is  desirable. ' 
narrowness  of  the  engine  also  makes  rio 
between  lanes  of  a  traffic  jam  (in  stl 
where  that's  legal)  less  nerve-w  rackiii 
the  Yamaha  can  fit  through  a  tighter  sq 
w  ith  more  clearance. 

More  than  drag  strip  times  and  numr 
cal  comparisons  of  engine  width  and  ; 
torcycle  weight,  it  is  such  actual  rio 
experiences  that  reveal  the  most  aboK 
motorcycle's  character 

The  XS650  has  a  broad  powerband 
runs  easily  at  low  rpm.  Starting  at  251 
rpm  and  shifting  up  at  4000  rpm  H 
natural  and  is  enough  to  run  away  fft 
traffic.  Below  4000  rpm.  the  engine  is; 
markably  smooth  for  a  vertical  Twin.i 
though  some  low-level  vibration  cam 
felt  through  the  handlebars  and  footpq 
Even  so.  the  mirror  image  is  rca.son^i 
clear.  The  bike  makes  its  best  power  aH 
5000  rpm.  but  low-frequency  vibration 
creases  dramatically  above  that  eng 
speed  and  can  be  felt  through  the  sea; 
well  as  through  the  rubber-mounted  I 
and  pegs.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  ; 
KZ750  Twin  has  dynamic  balancern 
theoretically  reduce  engine  vibration., 
XS650  actually  vibrates  less  at  higher  i 
than  the  Kawa.saki.  The  Yamaha  is 
smoother  than  Triumphs  we've  riddem 

An  indicated  65  mph  requires  ab. 
4200  rpm,  and  at  that  engine  speed  t 
machine  is  smooth  enough  that  our  rii 
could  stand  a  long  day  in  the  saddle  w 
out  discomfort. 

A  long  day  wouldn't  make  the  ridj 
arm  or  wrist  sore  from  holding  the  t  ) 
grip  open,  because  the  Yamaha  doe> 
have  excessively  strong  carburetor  rel; 
springs.  Besides  making  life  a  little  eau 
for  the  rider's  throttle  arm,  the  buttei; 
throttle,  vacuum-piston  Mikunis  also  H 
a  lot  to  do  with  the  Yamaha's  excellentJ 
mileage.  The  bike  averaged  51.4  mpg 
the  Cycle  World  test  loop,  a  mixture  oH 
and  highwav  riding,  and  did  margirm 
better  (51.6  mpg)  in  constant-speed  hr 
way  riding.  That  means  an  XS650  ridt 
at  an  indicated  65  or  70  mph  on 
highway  can  travel  about  200  miles  bes 
the  fuel  lank  runs  dry.  Even  during  j 
hardest  highway  running,  the  Yamahat 
livered  46.8  mpg.  a  figure  some  mil 
couldn't  reach  at  a  constant  40  mph.  j 

But  back  in  town,  the  carburetors 
tribute  to  an  annoving  amount  of  dii: 
line  snatch,  especially  when  tTeeij 
along  in  first  or  second  gear  with  tramp 
is  impossible  to  accurately  control  en  / 
speed  at  ver\  low  rpm  in  the  lower  ^  k 
and  the  bike  won't  stay  at  a  steady  sp  ■ 
Instead,  the  machine  wants  to  const; 
accelerate  or  decelerate-a  constant 
isn't  attainable. 

Accumulated  transmission  gear  enj 
ment  dog  tolerances  combine  with  the 
speed  carburetion  inaccuracies  to  t 
the  Yamaha  to  jerk  back  and  fort 
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^eart  and  soul  of  the  XS650  is  this  653cc.  sohc  Twin. 


Access  to  tappet  covers  is  excellent  once  gas  tank  is  removed. 


ottle  is  applied  or  released.  The  trait  can 
x'ompensated  for  by  careful  use  of  the 
ottle  and  clutch,  but  idling  smoothly 
mg— in  gear  and  with  the  clutch  out- 
1 1  possible. 

rhe  transmission,  which  has  proven  it- 
"during  the  XS650*s  lifetime,  requires  a 
n  foot  on  the  shift  lever.  It  doesn't  clunk. 

is  a  bit  hesitant  to  slide  from  gear  to 
ir.  The  transmission  works,  but  won't 
m  praise  for  effortless  or  slick  shifting. 
The  only  time  the  clutch  demands 
liice  is  immediately  after  a  cold  start. 

clutch  squeals  and  squalls  at  the  en- 
i;ement  point,  grabbing  and  making 
ooth  starts  difficult  or  impossible.  The 
<!se  is  caused  by  inadequate  initial  lubri- 
)ion  of  the  clutch  basket  bushing,  which 
lanly  stressed  when  the  clutch  is  disen- 
3;ed.  After  a  few  minutes  of  running,  oil 
xhes  the  bushing  and  the  squall  di.sap- 
nrs.  A  Yamaha  spokesman  said  that 
*»50s  have  always  had  that  peculiarity. 

that  it  isn't  harmful, 
rhe  bike  starts  easily  even  on  cold  morn- 
s  if  the  correct  procedure  is  followed, 
s  "choke"  lever  actually  activates  en- 
p^ening  circuits  in  the  carburetors.  With 

"choke"  on  and  the  throttle  left  closed. 

XS650  starts  quickly.  But  the  motorcy- 

won't  start  if  the  throttle  is  opened  at 


y  removing  the  passenger  grab  strap 
substituting  a  grab  rail  behind  the 
.  Yamaha  engineers  improved  the 
50's  seat  a  great  deal.  Seat  grab  straps 
r  a  nasty  habit  of  being  positioned  just 
re  the  solo  rider  wants  to  sit.  making 
ieat  less  comfortable  at  best  and  often 
bing  the  rider's  butt  during  long  rides. 
1979  version  of  the  650.  thanks  to  that 
)le  change  and  also  the  suspension,  is 
Host  comfortable  XS650  so  far.  Fork 
pliance  is  good.  With  a  140-lb.  rider 
no  baggage,  the  rear  shocks  are  too 
but  that's  a  matter  of  personal  prefer- 
.  Suspension  action  on  both  large  and 


small  bumps  is  above  average.  The  only 
chassis  flaw  encountered  during  highway 
testing  was  a  tendency  for  the  Bridgestone 
Super  Speed  tires  to  follow  freeway  rain 
grooves  and  produce  a  slight  front  end 
oscillation  noticeable  through  the  han- 
dlebars. 

In  sporting  use  the  XS650  acquitted 
itself  well,  largely  because  of  its  low  center 
of  gravity  and  ability  to  turn  quickly  with- 
out requiring  a  lot  of  rider  force.  Instead  of 
having  to  lift  the  bike  up-as  is  the  case 
with  many  street  bikes— from  one  side  and 
throw  it  down  on  the  other  side  to  make 
fast  left-right  transitions  (as  in  ess  curves) 
the  rider  can  accomplish  the  same  thing 
with  far  less  efl^ort.  Simply  put.  the  Ya- 
maha Twin  responds  to  rider  input  quickly 
and  easily.  Only  the  fastest,  quickest-entry 
turns  produced  the  barest  hint  of  a  wallow 
with  the  shocks  at  the  lowest  preload  set- 
ting. At  the  highest  speeds  it  is  capable  of 
attaining,  the  XS650  handles  almost  per- 
fectly. Ground  clearance  is  excellent,  and 
only  the  hardest  riding  is  likely  to  drag 
parts.  On  the  left  side,  the  sidestand 
scrapes.  On  the  right  side  the  footpeg  and 
muffler  bracket  mount  bolt  will  scrape,  but 
only  at  the  point  at  which  the  tires  slide 
and  lose  traction.  When  the  bracket  bolt 
touches  down,  the  rider  better  be  ready  to 
try  a  tiat-track-style  slide  or  else  abandon 
ship.  It  takes  an  extreme  lean  angle  to  get 
into  that  kind  of  trouble. 

The  single  front  disc  feels  strong  and  is 
controllable,  but  we  had  problems  keeping 
the  rear  drum  from  locking  during  panic 
stops  (for  braking  distance  tests).  Rear 
brake  control  under  normal  conditions 
wasn't  a  problem.  Front  brake  efl'ectiveness 
is  limited  by  tire  adhesion— the  brake  can 
deliver  more  stopping  power  than  avail- 
able tire  traction  can  handle.  Finding  the 
point  of  maximum  deceleration  while 
avoiding  lock-up  is  not  difficult. 

Instruments,  lights,  controls  and  elec- 
trics are  all  what  we've  come  to  expect 


from  Yamaha.  They  work,  and  work  well. 
Turn  signals  are  self-cancelling.  Instru- 
ment illumination  at  night  is  especially 
good.  The  numbers  on  the  speedometer 
and  tachometer  appear  white  during 
daylight  hours,  but  glow  a  subtle  orange  at 
night.  Readability  is  excellent  and  so  is 
speedometer  accuracy:  indicated  60  mph 
is  actually  59.36  mph. 

The  fact  that  motorcyclists  today  are  not 
surprised  w  hen  a  bike  has  reliable  electrics 
and  readable  instruments  and  easy-to-use 
controls  shows  just  how  far  motorcycling 
has  come  since  the  days  of  British  domi- 
nance. Old-time  Triumph  owners  never 
bought  one  replacement  part— they  bought 
two. 

The  XS650  really  isn't  very  much  like 
the  Triumphs  and  BSAs  of  old.  It's  a 
modern  motorcycle,  refined  and  honed 
and  civilized,  and  it  does  what  it  does  very 
well.  B 


XS650  battery  and  electrics  are  shock 
mounted  between  the  frame  rails  on  round 
rubber  bushings. 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  4075  t\ 

Fuel  consumption  .51.4  m 

Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  Indicated  .  30. 
mph 

60  mph  indicated  .59. 
mph 

Braiding  distance 

from  30  mph  38 

from  60  mph  145 

Standing  start '/4-mile  .13 
sec.  @  96.05  mph 

Speed  after  Vi  mile    105  rr 

Maximum  speed  In  gears 

1st  42.89  rr 

2nd  66.47  rr 

3rd   81.20  rr 

4th   96.40  n- 

5th   110.42  rr 

ACCELERATION 

0-30  1.91  s 

0-40   2.95  s 

0-50   4.16  s 

0-60   5.42  s 

0-70   6.50  s 

0-80   8.18  £ 

0-90   11.13  J 

0-100   15.02  ! 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $2198 

Engine  sohc  Twin 

Bore  X  stroke  75  x  74mm 

Displacement   653cc 

Compression  ratio  8.5:1 

Carburetion  .  (2)  38mmMikuni 

Air  filtration   washable 

foam  element 

Ignition  battery  and  coil, 

breaker  points 

Claimed  power   n.a. 

Claimed  torque  n.a. 

Lubrication  system    wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  2.6  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  4.0  gal. 

Recommended  fuel  regular 

Starter  electric  &  kick 

Alternator  14V11A 

Headlight   50W/40W 

Clutch  multi-plate  wet 

Primary  drive  spur-cut  gear 

Final  drive   %  x  %  in. 

roller  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th  5.10 

4th  5.84 

3rd   6.93 

2nd  8.47 

1st  13.12 

Suspension, 

front  telescopic  fork 

travel   5.9  in. 

Suspension, 

rear  swing  arm 

travel  3.5  in. 

Tire,  front  3.50H-19 

Tire,  rear  4.00H-18 

Brake,  front  11.7  in.  disc 

Brake,  rear   7.1  x  1.2  in.  drum 

Total  brake  swept 

area  77.42  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 

rider)  2.07  Ib./sq.  In. 

Wheelbase   56.5  In. 

Fork  rake  angle  27° 

Trail  4.5  in. 

Handlebar  width  31  in. 

Seat  height  32  in. 

Seat  width   10  in. 

Fbotpeg  height  12  in. 

Ground  clearance  6.5  in. 

Test  weight 
(w/half-tank  fuel)  481  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 
percent   45/55 

Gross  vehicle  weight 

rating   900  lb. 

Load  capacity   419  1b. 
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Copvriahted  materia 


Smooth  Operator. 

When  it  comes  to  Sure  Stops.  Worry  about 


all-around  performance, 
nobody  out-performs  Suzuki. 
Case  in  point:  The  GS-IOOO. 

Sweet  Handler.  Its  super 
suspension  system  eats  up 
twisty  turns  and  humpy  high- 
ways. Front  crir  forks  are  fully 
adjustable.  Five  load  settings 
plus  4-way  damping  adjust- 
ments do  the  job  in  back. 

4-StrolEe  Power.  Potent 
DOHC  4-cyllnder  engine  is 
very  quick  and  quiet.  RoOer 
bearing  crankshaft  provides 
high-RPM  performance. 


stopping?  Stop  worrying. 
Beefy  disc  brakes  are  stan- 
dard front  and  rear 

Easy  Lile.  To  make  your 
riding  life  easier  this  beautiful 
machine  is  built  to  operate 
beautifully.  Starting  is  electric. 
Cam  chain  tensioner  is  auto- 
matic. Swing  arm  pivots  on 
long-lasting  needle  bearings. 
Halogen  light  provides  better 
visibility.  And  so  it  goes. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-1000  is  one  of  the  world's 
grecA  performers.       _  ^ 


Ties  That  Don^t  Biwtd, 
Bags  Tt^^Don*t  Bounce 


m 


uring  the  planning  stages  of  my 
first  long-haul  ride  after  a  15-year 
lay-off  I  figured  that  there  must  be 
a  better  way  of  tying  my  dunnage  on  the 
machine  than  the  leather  thongs  I'd  been 
using  over  a  decade  previous,  so  I  hied 
myself  down  to  that  fountainhead  of  infor- 
mation, my  Friendly  Local  Dealer. 

The  affable  young  salesman  who'd  sold 
me  the  BMW  was  more  than  happy  to  see 
my  whiskery  face  again  and  promptly  led 
me  to  a  beautifully-designed  display  of 
trunks  big  enough  for  theatrical  use  and 
saddlebags  that  I'd  have  been  afraid  to 
hang  on  a  dollar-footed  mule  for  fear  of 
being  busted  for  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Animals. 

"Here  we  have  the  very  latest  in  color- 
coordinated  accessories  for  the  touring 
rider,"  he  smiled,  dry-washing  his  hands 
the  while  in  joyful  anticipation  of  a  whop- 
per of  a  sale. 

"Hey  there,  wait  just  a  minute  now." 
says  I  before  things  had  a  chance  to  get  out 
of  hand.  "I'm  only  gonna  take  a  lousy  little 
SOOO  km  jaunt  that  will  require  a  mere 
three  weeks  or  so.  I  definitely  am  not  going 
to  make  a  tour  of  the  Khyber  Pass  by  way 
of  Hammerfest!  Plus  none  of  that  stuff 
looks  durable  enough  to  take  past  the  city 
limits  and  it  is  my  stated  intention  to  ride 
down  the  coast— more  or  less— to  La  Paz, 
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Story  and  Photos 
by  Doug  Richmond 

Baja  California,  Mexico.  And  I  don't  want 
the  backtrail  to  look  like  the  aftermath  of  a 
Corvette  race!" 

His  smile  collapsed  as  if  he'd  just  re- 
ceived a  notice  of  increased  alimony  pay- 


ments  to  his  next-to-last  wife.  "Well 
exactly  how  much  stuff  do  you  inten< 
take  along  on  this  projected  tour  of  you 

"Let's  put  it  this  way.  IF  I  wind  up  > 
as  much  as  15  kilos  total  baggage,  then 
making  some  mistakes  somewhere  anc 
refigure  the  whole  outfit." 

"Okay,  then,"  sez  he.  "I've  got  just 
very  thing  for  you."  And  he  leads  the 
to  another  cleverly-designed  point-of- 
display,  albeit  considerably  less  bulky 
opulent  than  the  one  with  the  stea 
trunks.  "These  dandy  little  elastic 
are  used  by  most  of  the  lightweight  tou 
fraternity  these  days.  As  you  can  see, 
have  handy  hooks  on  each  end,  ma 
packing  and  unloading  very  fast  and 
pie.  In  fact,  I've  been  assured  by  my 
tomers  who  go  in  for  lightweight  toi 
that  they  can  load  their  bikes  in  abou 
minutes,  and  off-load  in  about  half 
time.  And  best  of  all,  they  are  very 
pensive." 

So  the  upshot  of  it  was  that  I  alh 
myself  to  be  touted  into  buying  four 
gee  cords,  the  first  I'd  ever  seen  off  a 
machine,  and  worse  yet,  I  used  them  o 
upcoming  Baja  trip.  Remember,  this 
way  back  in  the  good  old  days  I 
either  pavement  or  the  manicuring 
icans  gave  the  dirt  road  so  that  a  pres 
tial  candidate  could  get  his  wagon  tn 
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ss  to  the  handful  of  potential  voters  in 
area. 

ictually,  in  the  light  of  current  knowl- 
e,  things  went  swimmingly  at  first,  all 
igs  considered.  In  fact  1  made  it  all  the 
to  Rancho  Laguna  Chapala,  about 
:e  days  south  of  Tijuana,  without  mis- 

/hereupon.  things  really  came  unstuck, 
lewhere  in  the  maze  of  ruts  that  passed 
a  road  just  north  of  Punta  Prieta  my 
utiful  made-in-Scotland  down-filled 
ping  bag  and  Ensolite  pad  worked 
ir  way  out  from  under  the  elastic  and 
e  lost  to  me  forever.  And  at  the  same 
e  two  of  the  bungee  cords  parted  com- 
y  with  the  bike.  All  1  had  left  was  the 
vas  roll  that  contained  my  extra  shirts, 
rts  and  socks,  plus  a  tarp. 
his  was  back  in  the  days  when  there 
e  no  hotels,  motels  or  gas  stations  for 
ost  1000  kilometers.  I  was  lucky  to  log 
kilometers  a  day  and  lots  of  days  I 
n't  make  a  hundred.  Translated,  I 
vashed  it"  under  the  tarp  with  a  cow- 
1  fire  for  heat  for  about  10  days,  and  if 
think  Baja  California  is  nice  and  warm 
^pril  you  probably  believe  in  gnomes. 
:s  and  little  men,  loo! 
haven't  trusted  a  soul  under  the  age  of 
iince. 

'ears  before  I'd  had  fair-to-middling 
ilts  in  New  Mexico  and  Chihuahua 
1  leather  thongs  for  tie-downs,  so  I 
red  that  all  1  had  to  do  was  turn  back 
clock,  overlooking  the  obvious:  Rain  is 
remely  rare  in  Nuevo  Mex  but  not 
:re  I  was  currently  riding.  And  when  I 
k  off  from  London- England,  not  Ken- 
cy— in  a  driving  rain  on  my  way  to 
/er  I  spent  more  time  relashing  my  stuff 
1  I  did  riding.  Wet  leather  stretches. 
i  stretches.  And  stretches  some  more, 
he  next  step  was  nylon  rope  about 
Ti  in  diameter  (hemp  was  out  of  the 
stion  because  of  its  unfortunate  ten- 
cy  to  tighten  and  jam  its  knots  when 
).  I  discovered  the  hard  way  that  nylon 
not  take  kindly  to  knots  or  splices  and 
1  extremely  susceptible  to  chafing, 
ctually  I  used  the  nylon  rope  with  a  bit 
uccess  until  I  went  back  to  Baja  with  a 
I  bike  and  the  intention  of  making  an 
emely  fast  run  to  La  Paz.  On  this  trip 
nylon  chafed  through  just  north  of  San 
icio  and  tangled  itself  in  the  spokes  of 
rear  wheel  which  put  me  on  my  gourd 
kily!)  in  a  sandy  wash, 
ght  then  and  there  I  resolved  that  as 
as  I  got  back  to  the  U  S  of  A  I  would 
a  thorough  investigation  of  tech- 
es  for  tying  things  to  things, 
id  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  encoun- 
a  young  entrepreneur  yclept  Bob 
ison  who  was  a  partner  in  a  then- 
jling  manufacturing  company  in 
mond,  California  called  Sierra  De- 

)b  was  not  only  a  climber,  back- 
er, white-water  runner  and  general- 
outdoorsman,  but  he  was  also  a  cycle 


rider.  When  I  put  my  problem  before  him 
he  simply  grinned  and  went  back  into  his 
workshop  and  brought  out  about  6  meters 
of  what  looked  to  be  a  flat-braided  tape 
but  which,  on  close  examination,  turned 
out  to  be  a  braided  tube.  In  the  flat  config- 
uration it  was  about  14mm  wide  and 
turned  out  to  be  stronger  than  a  garlic- 
eater's  breath.  I've  yet  to  find  anything 
more  resistant  to  chafing  and  fraying. 

This  last  should  read  ".  .  .  fraying  if 
properly  treated."  If  you  simply  cut  the 
tubing  with  a  knife  or  shears  it  will  surely 
unravel,  especially  if  the  end  is  allowed  to 
flap  about  in  the  wind  created  by  a  fast- 
travelling  motorcycle.  The  people  who  sell 
it  customarily  use  a  "hot-wire  cutter." 
something  the  ordinary  sickle  rider  doesn't 
usually  have  in  his  tool  chest.  I've  found 
that  a  soldering  gun  will  do  the  job  equally 
well.  Lacking  this  elementary  mechanic's 
tool.  I've  simply  cut  the  tubing  with  my 
Swiss  Army  Knife  and  then  heated  the  raw 
end  with  a  lighter  until  the  nylon  melted.  It 
can  even  catch  fire.  If  it  does,  simply  blow 
out  the  flame.  But  be  careful.  When 
melted,  nylon  will  drip  like  molasses  and  if 
a  drop  lands  on  bare  skin  it  will  raise  a 
blister  like  you  wouldn't  believe! 

But  I  was  still  faced  with  the  problem  of 
actually  tying  the  stuff  on  the  bike.  First  I 
tried  the  reef  knot  in  several  configura- 
tions, including  the  single  bow  and  the 
double  bow.  but  that  was  always  less  than 
satisfied  because  it  proved  very  difficult  to 
draw  the  lashings  tight  enough  to  hold  the 
load  in  place  on  tough  terrain.  And  with 
the  straight  reef  knot  if  1  did  get  everything 
snug  enough  to  do  the  job,  then  getting  the 
knot  loose  was  strictly  a  jackknife  opera- 
tion. 

After  studying  the  Ashley  Book  of 
Knots  from  cover  to  cover  (620  pages),  and 
searching  the  University  of  California 
(Berkeley)  without  avail,  1  was  about  on 
the  point  of  giving  up  on  the  project,  but 
about  this  time  the  cooking  half  of  my  life 


partnership  sent  me  down  to  the  butcher 
shop  to  fetch  a  rolled  roast. 

I've  always  been  fascinated  by  a  person 
doing  his  (or  her)  job  well,  and  this  Ger- 
man butcher  was  a  whiz  at  his;  he  triced 
that  hunk  of  beef  so  fast  it  seemed  like  a 
magician's  trick,  although  the  actual  knots 
he  used  were  unsuited  for  my  particular 
purpose. 

Things  were  a  mite  slow  around  his 
shop,  so  I  explained  that  I  was  searching 
for  a  knot  that  could  be  used  to  tighten  a 
lashing  to  any  practical  degree,  yet  would 
be  reasonably  easy  to  untie.  Because  Ger- 
man is  definitely  not  one  of  my  long  suits, 
and  also  because  his  English  was  pretty 
well  concentrated  in  the  steaks  and  chops 
end  of  the  language,  it  took  a  bit  of  time  to 
get  the  idea  across.  But  I  knew  I'd  hit  pay- 
dirt  when  he  began  to  grin  and  nod  his 
head. 

"Ja,  vat  you  vant  is  vat  ve  call  a  'corned, 
beef  knot.'  Ven  you  tie  up  a  brisket  you 
gotta  have  a  knot  is  adjustable  because 
meat  shrinks  in  der  brine.  Come  back  of 
the  counter  und  I  vill  show  you  how  ve 
learn  in  Old  Country." 

What  he  demonstrated  was  basically  a 
simple  slip  knot  based  on  the  figure-eight 
rather  than  the  usual  overhand-based  knot 
familiar  to  everyone  who  was  ever  exposed 
to  the  scouting  movement.  The  slip  knot  is 
tied  around  the  bight  rather  than  being 
used  as  a  conventional  slip  knot  and  the 
knot  is  untied  by  pulling  the  loop  of  the 
slip  knot  through  the  figure-eight.  In  ap- 
plying, the  knot  is  tied  and  the  end  of  the 
lashing  pulled  down  until  it  is  of  a  suffi- 
cient tightness,  whereupon  the  loose  end  is 
given  a  single  half-hitch  around  the  loop  of 
the  slip  knot.  Unless  this  last  refinement  is 
added  the  knot  will  gradually  work  itself 
loose.  Finish  by  tucking  the  ends  under  the 
lashing  to  keep  the  nylon  from  whipping 
about  in  the  breeze  and  eventually  fraying 
and  unravelling. 

Thanks  to  my  German  friend.  I  thought> 


The  lack  of  a  luggage  rack  is  no  particular  disadvantage  when  using  the  nylon-tube  lashing 
system.  Note  that  the  lashings  are  passed  through  the  carrying  handle  of  the  duffle  bag  to 
prevent  side-to-side  shifting. 
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my  troubles  were  pretty  well  over  but  I 
found  that  for  really  rough  country  the 
luggage  strapped  firmly  to  the  cycle  took  a 
terrific  beating,  even  with  the  vast  im- 
provement in  suspension  technology  in 
recent  years.  Although  I  stopped  losing 
stuff  wholesale  along  the  trail.  1  began  to 
be  plagued  with  small  hard  objects,  such  as 
spark  plugs  and  tools,  working  their  way 
through  the  sturdy  canvas  bags  1  use  for 
cargo  containers. 

So  I  hied  myself  back  to  Brother  Swan- 
son,  and  it  turned  out  he  had  faced  the 
same  problem. 

"Any  experienced  rider,"  he  said,  "natu- 
rally gets  up  on  the  pegs  when  confronted 
with  an  especially  rough  stretch.  This  takes 
a  lot  of  the  effort  off  the  suspension  and 
transfers  it  to  his  legs,  but  it  also  makes  his 
body's  ride  a  lot  smoother.  Therefore,  if 
you  carry  some  or  all  of  your  outfit  on  your 
shoulders  and  back,  it  follows  that  your 
belongings  will  not  be  beat  about  nearly  as 
much.  Mountaineers  use  a  bag  called  a 
"Day-tripper"  for  short  jaunts.  This  is 
nothing  like  the  cheapies  peddled  to  bicy- 
cle riders,  casual  walkers-about-town  and 
students.  The  climber's  Day-tripper  has  to 
be  tougher  than  a  shoat's  nose  because 
nobody  is  harder  on  equipment  than  a 
climber.  This  Day-tripper  has  the  bottom 
covered  with  oil-tanned  leather  and  also 
has  all  sorts  of  leather  tabs  for  tying  things 
on  with  the  same  tubing  you  use.  Although 
ours  and  our  competitors'  Day-trippers  are 
intended  specifically  for  climbers.  I've 
found  that  they  can't  be  beaten  for  motor- 
cyclists who  habitually  ride  the  rough 
country.  Of  course,  the  problem  of  things 
working  through  the  bottom  is  completely 
eliminated.  And  almost  all  Day-trippers 
are  made  with  two  compartments,  one 
above  the  other,  which  saves  the  trouble  of 
rooting  through  the  whole  bag  to  locate  a 
spark  plug  or  wrench  that  always  works  its 
way  to  the  bottom." 

So  I  promptly  conned  Bob  out  of  a  Day- 
tripper  and  used  it  on  a  number  of  subse- 
quent trips  and  found  it  lived  up  to  his 
comments  in  every  respect,  plus  another  he 
didn't  think  of  Or  take  into  consideration. 

One  of  the  constant  problems  with  long- 
distance riding  is  that  with  the  dunnage 
lashed  to  the  bike  one  can't  simply  leave 
the  loaded  scooter  unattended  while 
parked  on  the  street.  To  do  so  is  to  invite 
the  attention  of  the  first  layabout  who 
comes  along  with  a  sharp  knife.  With  the 
Day-tripper  or  a  tote  bag,  one  simply 
unties  it  and  takes  it  along  while  strolling 
about  the  town,  wining,  dining  or  what- 
ever. 

But  in  many  places,  especially  Mexico 
and  Latin  America  anyone,  no  matter  how 
respectable  otherwise,  is  automatically 
suspected  of  all  kinds  of  nefarious  ac- 
tivities when  he  carries  a  backpack. 

A  couple  years  or  so  ago  a  wayfarer- 
with-a-packsack  was  turned  down  for  a 
room  at  the  Hotel  Sei^oral  in  Oaxaca  solely 
because  of  the  pack,  whereas  I,  standing 
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Lacking  a  hot-wire  cutter  lil<e  the  ver\dors 
use,  a  soldering  gun  makes  an  excellent 
substitute.  If  you  don't  have  a  soldering  gun, 
heat  a  spike  over  the  fire.  Or  cut  the  tubing 
with  an  edge  tool  and  char  the  end. 


The  lashing  knot  is  based  on  the  figure-8, 
simplicity  personified. 


The  second  step  in  tying  the  lashing  knot. 


And  this  is  the  knot  completed  including  the 
locking  half-hitch.  The  easiest  way  to  master 
this  knot  is  to  tie  it  around  a  roll  of  toilet 
paper  or  paper  towelling.  To  untie,  simply 
pull  the  short  end  and  the  loop  will  pull 
through  both  the  figure-eight  and  the  half 
hitch,  dismantling  the  knot  instantly. 

next  in  line  with  my  possessions  in  a  tote 
bag  with  its  single  strap  over  one  shoulder, 
seemed  to  be  as  welcome  as  the  flowers  in 
May. 

The  Day-tripper  is  still  my  standard  for 
really  rough  country,  but  otherwise  1  carry 
my  stuff  in  a  round  canvas  duffle  bag.  or  a 
"tote  bag"  made  by  any  one  of  a  number 
of  companies.  I  used  a  fine  tote  bag  by 
Norm  Thompson  until  it  wore  out  and 
then  replaced  it  with  one  from  Land's  End. 
Both  the  duffle  bags  and  the  tote  bags  have 
zippers. 

With  both  the  tote  bags  and  the  round 
duffle  rolls,  I  remove  the  carrying  strap  and 
zip  it  inside  before  I  lash  them  to  the  bike. 
The  straps  are  equipped  with  harness 
snaps  that  connect  to  "D"  rings  on  either 


end  of  the  bags.  This  obviates  anv  opp. 
tunity  for  the  carrying  strap  to  obey  M 
phy's  Laws  and  tangle  in  the  back  whe 

Both  tote  bags  and  duffle  rolls  come 
every  imaginable  size,  from  little  bi 
jobbies  that  would  be  hard-pressed  to  ( 
close  a  spare  shirt  and  shorts  up  to  ht 
outfits  like  those  issued  by  the  arm 
forces  that  would  outfit  a  reasonably  fo 
sighted  person  for  at  least  a  year,  but  1 
pretty  well  standardized  on  fairly  sm 
bags  that  hold  about  0.8  cubic  feet  both 
the  roll  form  and  the  more  conventioi 
tote  configuration. 

It  is  vital  that  the  bag  be  filled  to  cap; 
ity.  If  the  bag  is  too  big  for  its  contents 
will  be  limp  and  no  amount  of  lashing  v 
prevent  it  from  flopping  around  and  be 
ing  itself  to  pieces. 

On  a  recent  cycle  trip  to  Costa  Ric, 
wore  a  bag  out  in  riding  over  some  of  i 
worst  roads  in  Central  America,  so  I  spt 
half  a  day  in  San  Jose  looking  for 
suitable  replacement.  The  best  I  cov 
come  up  with  was  a  monster  duffle  b 
that  held  a  bit  over  1.4  cubic  feet  an< 
didn't  have  enough  in  the  way  of  persoi 
possessions  to  come  anywhere  near  fiUi 
it.  So  I  went  down  to  a  yard-goods  sti 
and  bought  about  10  meters  of  he£ 
cotton  cloth  with  a  lipico  pattern  tha 
used  to  fill  up  the  waste  space.  I  though 
would  please  my  womenfolk,  too,  whe 
got  back  to  the  States. 

It  did. 

Note  that  I  lash  my  gear  to  the  back 
the  seal.  This  is  a  habit  I  fell  into  becai 
so  few  of  the  motorcycles  I've  used  boas' 
a  luggage  rack  worthy  of  the  name.  A 
when  they  were  equipped  with  a  carrie 
was  so  far  aft  that  it  upset  the  balance  e 
handling  of  the  bike.  Therefore,  I  use 
rear  suspension  mounts  and  the  fra 
extension,  or  the  suspension  mounts  i 
the  turn  indicators  as  tie  points.  | 


Following  are  five  suppliers  I  have  d( 
with  over  the  years  and  have  found  to 
reliable  purveyors  of  quality  merchand 
All  issue  catalogs. 

(I  have  no  financial  interest  in  an} 
them) 

L.  L.  Bean  Incorporated 
Freeport,  ME  04033 

Land's  End 
2317  N.  Elston  Ave. 
Chicago,  I L  60614 

R.E.I. • 
P.O.  Box  24827 
Seattle,  WA  98124 

Sierra  Designs 
247  Fourth  St. 
Oakland,  CA  94607 

Norm  Thompson 
P.O.  Box  3999 
Portland,  OR  97208 

*Catalogs  %"  and  V*"  webbing,  both 
able  for  luggage  lashing. 


Get  this  beautiful  cap] 
free  with  the  purchas 
of  any  Arthur  Fulmer 
helmet.* 


When  it  comes  to 
oll-oioxind  pezlonncaice, 
nobody  out-peilonns 
Suzuki. 

Case  in  point:  The  GS-750E. 

Clean  Sweeps.  Itll 
sweep  low  into  a  comer 
and  come  out  smooth 
and  clean.  Seasons 
are  Ught  weight, 
balanced  design 
and  a  superb  suspension. 

4-Stroke  Mill.  Powerful 
DOHC  4-cyllnder  engln^j^ 
both  rapid  andn||iribl^i^ 
Four  Uik}^ilMtt26  carbs 
Qf<«^fant  acceleration. 
Roller  bearing  cranlcshaft 
provides  dependable 
high-RPM  perlonncmce. 

€tulck  Stops.  Good 
brakes  are  g  tftxi^n  007^^ 
bike.  Gr«df brakes-ore  • 
sta];^dard  ob  this  one;  lyin  : 
discs  up  front  odd  abig"disc- 
inback. 

lA^I^ssed.This  \  : 
beauty  boasts  siicih  plush .  ^ 
plumage  asctcu^^'  - 
dual-passenger'sft^; 
push-button  stortl&g^ '  » 

digital  gear  ij^diciMQr> 
stylish 
and 

'^es-YoUGoit 
'^foxtinkna 
sfOSon  _^ 


■a.  •  ■>-r. 


IMMAHAYZSSOF 


■  l.asi  June  (  1^>7K) 
uc  compared  fimr 
25(kx  iiu)(ocrosscrs 
aiul  al'lcr  three  cla\s»>t 
s\\  itchiiiii  machines, 
came  lo  ihe  conelii- 
sion  the  \/  Yamaha 
was  tlie  least  liked. 
ol'  llie  testers  voiced 
the  same  CDmplainls: 
slow  steerniii.  shurt  on  power.  pipe\.  and 
lop  heaw. 

V\e"re  happ\  to  report  all  of  these  Haw  s 
have  heen  corrected  on  the  l')?^)  >  /.25()l  . 

I  Acepi  I'or  the  new  rear-set  side  numher 
plates,  and  reshaped  fuel  tank,  the  \/.\ 
appearance  hasn't  chani:ed  much.  Hut 
don"l  let  that  put  \ou  oil'.  Most  of  the  \/\ 
pieces  have  been  reilesii:ne(.l  i>r  replaced 
with  a  better  desisjii. 

Ihe  chaiiiies  start  with  the  swinii  arm. 
It's  been  lenjilhened.  Irom  I.S..^  to  2(t  in., 
which  iransl'crs  weiiihl  forward  and  helps 
keep  the  front  end  down  (assuminti  that's 
what  the  rider  wants)  uiuler  power.  It's 
aluminum,  like  last  vear.  but  the  various 


lubes  aiul  braces  have  been  moved  aboul 
and  reshaped  for  ailde^l  stiffness,  I  he 
welds  are  attractive  and  the  arm  pivots  on 
needle  beariniis. 

>et  another  new  monoshock  desiim  is 
used  on  the  1  series  > /s.  Ii  is  shorter, 
smaller  111  dKimeler.  built  from  aluminum, 
and  sports  full  leniilh  coolin!:  (ins  on  its 
main  bodv.  Dampini!  mav  be  adjusted  lo 
oneof  2(lseltini;s  bv  simplv  inserlinii  a  Hal 
blade  screwdriver  into  a  Imie  llirouiih  the 
backbone  frame  lube  and  lurniiiii  the  star 
wheel  a  few  clicks.  Shock  sprint;  preload  is 
also  adjustable,  but  shock  removal  is  re- 
el u  i  reil 

A  full-Hoatiiiii  tear  in.ike  backint;  plate 
IS  once  aiiain  furnished,  ^amaha  was  one 
of  the  first  major  m.inufaclurers  to  utilize 
lliis  feature,  lit  was  standan.!  on  the  l'>6X 
1)1  I)  but  ihrouah  the  vears  it  uot  elimi- 
nated, Anvwa\.  it  is  welcomed  back.  Ihe 
backmi:  |ilale  pivots  on  a  bushin;:.  the  long 
torque  arm  runs  parallel  li>  ihe  swing  arm 
and  anchors  to  the  frame  al  its  fnmt. 

I  he  hr.ike  pedal  is  another  new  item.  It 
IS  made  from  an  aluminum  forgini!  but  has 


a  steel  claw  riveted  on  the  front  lo  ensu. 
good  grip  on  boot  soles.  A  nice  heijji 
adjuster  is  furnished  and  a  threaded  sti 
rod  with  wing  nut  alK)Ws  i.|uick  ailjuj 
ment.  I  he  new  pedal  has  a  return  spri~ 
connected  lo  the  back  side  and  ihe  br;r 
rod  IS  piotecteil  from  boot  ilamage  bvf 
vv  ire  guard  wekled  to  the  rear  frame  dov»/ 
lube." 

I  he  (.louble  ilownlube.  chrome-nio 
steel  frame  looks  unchangeil.  but  is 
new.  Steering  head  angle  has  been  pulll 
back  and  now  measures  2'-). 5°.  The  swi 
arm  pivot  points  are  farther  forward  ai; 
help  close  the  distance  between  the  dri 
sprocket  and  swing  arm  shaft  cenlers  to  . 
in.  1  he  engine  also  sils  1.5  in.  lower  on  i 
'791  .  Otherwise  it  looks  much  the  s.mio 
last  vear's:  .A  large  backbone  tube  w/ 
lightening  holes,  (the  shock  lives  in 
tiouble  front  ilownlubes.  no  rear  fenoi 
loop,  lasers  of  gusseting  .iiound  the  ste-j 
ing  head,  poor  iriangulalion  under 
seat/tank  junctii>n  area,  nice  welded  loo. 
to  hold  contn)l  cables  in  place,  and  a  th  r 
black  paint  job. 


Almost  All  the  Major  Parts 
1  are  Deceivingly  New 


irlal 
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Pipe  has  a  fatter  mid-section  for  increased 
torque  in  the  middle  of  the  power  band. 


Spring-loaded  chain  tensioner  has  been  eliminated.  Thick  plastic  blocks  keep  the  c 
pointed  toward  the  rear  sprocket  and  protect  the  swing  arm  from  damage.  A  plastic  r 
below  the  swing  arm  pivot  applies  chain  tension  as  the  arm  moves  and  the  roller  above 
pivot  protects  the  air  box. 


Although  the  reshaped  plastic  fuel  tank 
looks  smaller,  capacity  remains  the  same; 
2.2  gal.  It  has  a  reasonably  sized  filler  hole 
and  a  good  plastic  cap.  The  right  side 
petcock's  design  makes  it  impossible  to 
turn  off  with  the  rider's  knee,  a  small  but 
important  feature. 

The  YZF  has  leading-axle  air/oil  forks 
with  38mm  stanchion  tubes.  Travel  has 
increased  0.5  in.  to  10.6  in.  Accordion  type 
fork  boots  (yellow,  natch)  protect  the  oil 
seals  from  mud  and  dust  and  add  color  to 
the  package.  Strong,  double  bolt  triple 
clamps  hold  the  fork  legs  steady  and  the 
top  one  carries  cast-in  rear-set  mounts  for 
the  handlebars.  The  fork  legs  extend 
through  the  top  clamp  by  2  in.,  making 
maintenance  easier  and  allowing  height 
adjustment. 

Most  newer  machines  have  a  front  num- 
ber plate  with  straps  to  keep  the  front 
brake  cable  from  hooking  the  fork  tube  on 
compression.  The  YZ  uses  a  different  but 
equally  effective  approach;  an  old  style 
oval  plate  is  employed,  and  a  separate 
plastic  guard  keeps  the  cable  out  of  trou- 


ble. As  always,  superb  cable  routing  is 
practiced.  The  front  brake  cable  glides 
through  the  some  of  the  best  guides  avail- 
able, the  clutch  cable  is  routed  behind  the 
number  plate,  next  to  the  right  downtube 
where  a  wire  loop  holds  a  plastic  tie  at  the 
right  location.  It  then  curves  around  the 
cylinder  to  the  engine  lever  To  guard 
against  melting,  its  lower  part  has  a  spring 
over  the  outermost  housing.  All  the  electri- 
cal wiring  shows  this  same  care  and  excel- 
lent rubber  plugs-ins  are  used. 

Yamaha  dirt  bikes  have  some  of  the  best 
seats  around.  They  are  sometimes  a  little 
stiff  until  broken  in,  but  they're  always 
thick  and  just  the  right  width  to  provide 
comfort  without  interfering  with  the 
rider's  legs.  The  F  seat  has  been  thinned 
slightly  and  reshaped,  but  still  affords 
plenty  of  comfort. 

The  F's  engine  has  also  undergone  sub- 
tle changes.  The  radial  head,  small  case 
powerplant  was  used  in  last  year's  E 
model,  but  the  power  it  produced  was 
disappointing.  Low  end  power  didn't  exist 
and  constant  rowing  of  the  shift  lever  was 


necessary  to  keep  the  engine  on  the  p 
The  F's  engine  mods  start  at  the  pipe; 
much  fatter  through  its  mid-section.  In 
nally,  compression  ratio  has  been  ra 
from  7.3:1  to  7.9:1.  A  two-ring  pisto 
standard  and  it  has  its  lower  half  knu 
to  retain  oil  and  reduce  skirt  wear, 
intake  skirt  is  arched  so  the  six-petal  i 
valve  can  start  dumping  fuel  into  the  Ic 
end  as  soon  as  the  crankcasc  pres; 
signals  the  need.  Basic  porting  layout  is 
same  except  the  exhaust  and  transfer  p 
have  been  lowered  slightly  for  incret 
torque.  Port  finish  is  much  smoother 
year  and  a  38mm  Mikuni  carburetor  k< 
them  fed. 

The  increased  torque  and  horsepc 
have  made  the  YZ  competitive  in 
engine  department.  By  starting  in  sec 
gear,  we  got  quite  a  few  hole  shots  at 
track.  Gear  selection  isn't  nearlv  as  cri 
and  a  fan  at  the  clutch  lever  will  put  it  I 
in  the  powerband  if  the  rider  misjudj 
downshift.  It  is  super  responsive  and  i 
fussy. 

Gear  ratios  on  the  slick  shifting. 


Cylinder  porting  has  been  changed  to  give  more  torque.  A  steel 
sleeve  is  used  so  it  can  be  rebored  when  necessary. 


Full-floating  rear  brake  allows  chatter  free  stops.  Aluminum  s\ 
arm  is  1.5  in.  longer  i 
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Detail  photos  by  Ron 

Cli  iierial 


Npeed  transmission  have  been  .  agled 
around;  tin>t.  second,  rit'th.  and  -  ■  :"h  are 
>lighil>  higher,  taking  advantage  f  the 
broader  powerband  and  making  ir  se- 
lection less  critical. 

The  F  has  one  of  the  best  kick  stJIters 
made;  it  tblds  completeh  out  of  the 'way 
and  has  an  evcelleni  ribbed  non-slip  boot 
>url'ace.  Prirnar*  kick  starting  is  tumi-hed 
and  eiimmateN  searching  tor  neutr.:  to 
restart  a  stalled  engme. 

A  large,  multi-plate,  wet  clutch  alloviM 
2nd  gear  start>  vMthout  compiamt.  It  ha^M 
smooth,  progressive  engagement  ant^ 
proved  trouble  free  throughout  our  long 
te-t,  i 

Pointle^-  CD!  ignition  alTords  a  high 
voltage.  nv'n-t'u>s_v.  maintenance  free  spark 
that  extends  spark  plug  life  almost  indeti- 
nitelv. 

The  large,  side-mounted  airbox  contains 
a  single  toam  air  cleaner  \».uh  rine  inner 
and  coarse  outer  lasers.  The  reasoning 
here  is  Mmple;  the  coarse  foam  trap>  the 
larger  panicles,  the  line  iaver  gets  the 
minute  ones  But  the  biggest  benefit  is 
increased  iongevitv  js  it  doesn't  ck''!i  as 
quicklv  as  a  Mngie  densitv  toam. 

Moving  the  swing  arm  pivot ».loser  to  the 
ci-iuntershatt  sprocket  has  reduk.ed  the  dis- 
tan..e  between  shaft  centers  to  4.0  in  The  > 


9 
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SUZUKI 


haiger. 


0? 


i 


Suzuki.  The  performer. 


ely:  wear  a  helmet,  eye  protection  and  appropriate  riding  apparel  Member  Motorcycle  Salety  Foundation) 


Forged  aluminum  brake  pedal  has  a  steel  claw  riveted  to  the  front  to  provide  a  slip-proof 
surface  for  smooth  sole  MX  boots.  A  return  spring  eliminates  sticking. 


New  monoshock  has  a  highly  finned  and  lighter  aluminum  body. 


Leaiding-axle  air/ oil  forks  give  10.6  in.  of  Tank  is  reshaped  but  still  holds  2.2  gal.  of 
travel.  premix.  Cable  routing  is  excellent.  Dogleg 

hand  levers  are  first  class. 


Seat  is  thinner  but  still  comfortable.  FIM  side  number  plates  are  nicely  shaped. 


spring  loaded  chain  tensioner  on  the  E 
model  has  been  replaced  by  a  constant 
roller  type.  A  plastic  roller  below  and 
slightly  behind  the  swing  arm  bolt  pro- 
vides tension  throughout  the  rear  wheel's 
travel.  A  similar  roller  is  positioned  above 
the  pivot  bolt  to  protect  the  air  intake  hose. 
A  beautiful  swing  arm-mounted  chain 
guide  is  furnished.  It  has  a  heavy  duty 


nylon  chain  block  and  an  aluminum  tube 
curves  down  to  protect  it  from  side  blows. 
An  equally  thick  nylon  piece  wraps  the 
front  part  of  the  arm  and  a  circular  one 
further  isolates  the  aluminum  from 
damage. 

We  were  surprised  when  we  started  mea- 
suring the  F.  Seat  height  is  1.4  in.  lower 
than  the  E's,  footpeg  height  is  14.6  in. 


(almost  an  inch  lower  than  before),  grc 
clearance  is  down  0.9  in.  at  1 1 .3  in.,  anc 
swing  arm  is  1.5  in.  longer,  but  the  w\ 
base  hasn't  changed.  With  a  longer  s\ 
arm  the  wheelbase  should  have  grc 
But.  the  swing  arm  pivot  on  the  frame 
moved  forward  to  improve  the  relation 
between  the  countershaft  and  swing 
pivot.  So.  the  longer  arm  had  to  be  use 
maintain  the  same  wheelbase  as  the 
model.  With  0.5  in.  more  travel  at  I 
wheels,  a  reduction  in  seat  height 
ground  clearance  wasn't  expected, 
lower  seat  height,  smaller  rear  fender, 
reshaped  tank  give  the  F  a  smaller 
also. 

We  tightened  all  the  spokes  before 
first  outing  but  still  had  them  come  I 
three  times  before  they  finally  bedded, 
last  few  dirt  bikes  have  had  the  s 
problem.  Spokes  and  wheels  that  ■ 
strong  enough  with  eight  or  nine  inch< 
travel  aren't  beefy  enough  when  use« 
10.5  in.-plus  suspended  racers.  The  « 
travel  means  the  rider  can  go  fa 
through  the  rough  areas,  and  higher 
the  jumps,  putting  tremendous  load: 
the  wheels,  spokes  and  rims,  without 
izing  it.  All  the  new  ultra-long  travel  m 
crossers  are  experiencing  wheel  prob! 
when  an  agressive  rider  pushes  them 
rough,  multi-jump,  stadium-type  m 
cross  course.  Big  jumps  especially,  are 
on  wheels.  The  impact  isn't  noticed  n 
by  the  rider,  as  the  long  travel  soaks  i 
but  the  rims  respond  by  turning 
shaped.  Virtually  all  of  the  new  bree 
motocrossers  (regardless  of  brand)  ret 
faithful  wheel  maintenance. 

IRC  tires  are  furnished  on  the  YZ. ' 
are  a  good  all  around  tire,  and  we  lef 
rear  one  on  until  it  was  worn  out. 
front,  although  usable,  was  replaced 
an  experimental  3.00-21  Goodyear  I 
II.  It  gave  superior  front  end  contrt 
Corona's  granite  soil,  and  several 
riders  preferred  it  to  a  Metzeler.  Afte 
rear  tire  wore  out  we  also  replaced  it 
an  Eagle  II  which  gave  excellent  pt 
mance. 

The  first  corner  will  surprise  ar 
who  has  ridden  earlier  monoshocks 
new  F  corners  almost  as  well  as  th 
machines  from  Germany.  The  top-h 
sluggish  feel  is  gone  and  a  precise,  ne 
go-where-pointed  feel  has  taken 
mand.  The  tucked-in  fork  rake,  li 
shock  body,  longer  swing  arm  and 
engine  placement  are  responsible  for 
of  the.se  superb  handling  traits. 

Although  10.5  in.  of  wheel  tra' 
present  at  both  wheels,  the  suspe 
can't  be  considered  plush.  It  works! 
but  is  stiff  compared  to  a  Honda  C| 
Suzuki  N.  Both  the  Honda  and  S 
have  substantially  more  wheel  trave 
can  be  set  up  softer.  On  a  rough  cou| 
toward  the  end  of  the  last  moto 
smooth  course,  the  YZ  will  have  tr 
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>ECIFICATIONS 

St  price  $1829 

irk  travel  10.6  in. 

irk  stanchion 

tube  diameter  38mm 

sal  wheel  travel  10.4  in. 

re,  front   3.00-21 

re,  rear  5.00-18 

igine  two-stroke  Single 

5re  X  stroke  70.0  x  64.0mm 
ston  displacement  246cc 
jmpression  ratio  7.9:1 

aimed  power   na 

aimed  torque  na 

jrburetion  38mm  Mikuni 
nition  GDI 
ibrication  system  premix 
imary  drive  helical  gear 
3ar  ratios,  overall:1 

6th  8.67 

5th  9.91 

4th  11.89 

3rd   14.31 

2nd  17.95 

1st  21.22 

I  capcity  1.7  pt. 

lel  capacity  2.0  gal. 

lel  tank  material  plastic 

ving  arm  material  aluminum 
arter  primary-kick 

r  filtration   oiled  foam 

ame  material  chrome- 
moly  steel 

IMENSIONS 

heelbase   57.5  in. 

sat  height  36.0  in. 

iat  width  6.0  in. 

iat  length  20.5  in. 

iat  thickness  (outside)  6.5  in. 
iat  front  to 

steering  stem  center  15.0  in. 


Handlebar  width  33.5  in. 

Fbotpeg  height  14.6  in. 

Footpeg  to  seat  top  21.5  in. 
Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  6.5  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.1  in. 

Swing  arm  length  20.0  in. 
Swing  arm  pivot  to  drive 

sprocket  center  4.0  in. 
Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size   1.7  in. 


Ground  clearance  11.3  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  29.5° 

Trail  5.0  in. 

Test  weight  (w/half 

tank  fuel)   226  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  46/54 

FEATURES 

Fork  adjustable  with  air?  yes 
Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable?  yes 


Rear  shock  rebuildable?  no 
Privision  to  check 

transmission  oil  level?  .  yes 
Does  owners  manual 

show  how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?  no 

Does  pipe  burn  rider?  yes 
Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable?  yes 


intaining  the  pace  set  by  the  longer 
pended  CR  and  N  (with  equal  riders), 
"he  F  is  very  narrow  in  the  section 
ow  the  seat,  and  makes  moving  around 
the  bike  easy.  This  narrowness  is  made 
sible  by  the  monoshock  frame,  because 
shock  is  under  the  tank,  not  bohed  on 
h  side  adding  width, 
"he  YZ  is  a  fun  bike  to  ride  and  a 
ipetitive  motocross  racer.  We  ran  it  four 
erent  nights  at  Corona  Raceway.  We 
a  first  and  a  second  overall  in  the 
rmediate  class  and  our  high  school 
r  easily  took  two  first  overalls  in  the 
ior  class. 

an  the  YZ  give  away  1.5  in.  of  travel 
be  truly  competitive?  In  the  novice 
intermediate  classes,  on  smoother 
•ses,  yes.  In  fact,  this  rider  level  may 
sfit  more  from  the  reduced  seat  height 
excellent  cornering,  than  from  max- 
m  travel  and  the  problems  it  creates.  A 
will  have  to  add  travel  or  he  won't 
d  a  chance. 

ke  all  "79s  the  YZF  is  going  to  cost 
tantially  more  money,  but  the  buyer  in 
case  is  going  to  receive  substantially 
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What  made  Jerry  Borton 
stop  pickin'  last  night  at  the 
Lone  Star  Cafe? 

The 650SR. 


le  broken  G-string  had  nothing  to  do  with 
And  Will  Johnson's  wife  was  innocent,  too. 
[aybe.)  The  sheriff  knew. 

It's  just  that  a  guitar  man  is  a  ramblin'  man. 

And  the  Kawasaki  650SR  is  a  ramblin' 
rn's  motorcycle. 

If  you've  got  eyes  in  your  head,  you  can 
i  what  we  mean.  It's  a  littie  dirty.  Kind  of 
7  down.  Sheep's  eye,  as  they  say. 

Custom  mag  wheels  get  you  started  from 
I  bottom  up.  There's  a  little  more  rake  on  the 
nt  end.  Sort  of  like  a  respectable  chopper, 
le  rear  wheel  is  fat  and  sassy.  Gets  the  power 
wn  on  the  pavement.  Hard. 


Then  there's  the  engine.  Four  cylinders  in 
a  DOHC  configuration.  They  say  it  with  a  smile 
at  the  Rock  Store.  And  they  mean  it 

This  year  we've  stepped  things  up  with 
an  automatic  cam  chain  tensioner.  So  you  don't 
have  to  turn  a  wrench.  The  new  accelerator 
pump  dumps  any  hesitation  when  you  wick 
on  the  throttle.  And  there  are  a  few  more  hidden 
persuaders  to  keep  Kawasaki  and  you  out  front 
of  the  juke  box  crowd. 

We  aren't  going  to  talk  anymore  about  the 
looks.  That's  for  you.  Like  Willie  Joe  says,  if 
you  talk  about  it,  it  ain't. 

Just  keep  pickin'  and  grinnin! 


What  made  Brad  Lackey  ^ve 
the  Reds  the  blues? 

The  Kawasaki  Greens. 


ieh.  Brad  Lackey,  Mister  MX.  Mister  Bite- 
ifour-Head-Off-At-The-Ankles.  And  now  he's 
iding  for  Kawasaki.  How  can  that  be? 

He  ain't  dumb.  Last  year,  the  magazines  said 
ill  the  KX125  needed  was  suspension.  Well, 
iappy  New  Year!  And  happy  new  suspension, 
fou  got  it. 

We've  also  improved  the  124cc  Boyesen 
eed-valve  engine  and  refined  the  6-speed 
ransmission.  The  fuel  tank  is  bigger  for  longer 
ength  European  motos,too. 

And  the  bike's  more  comfortable  so  you  can 
ide  longer  without  tiring. 

It's  super  light  and  super  fast.  It's  a  works 
eplica  with  the  works..  The  KX250  will  blow 
he  doors  off  everybody.  Period. 


We've  reworked  this  works  replica  with  a 
better  ignition,  closer-ratio  gearbox  and  an 
improved  tire  for  holeshot  blast  aways. 

Ditto  on  the  comfort  story  with  a  new  seat, 
handlebar  and  footpeg  positions. 

The  shocking  news  up  front  is  longer  wheel 
travel  with  new  air-spring  forks.  And  gas-oil 
shocks  with  remote  reservoirs,  and  an  increase 
in  rear  wheel  travel  to  11." 

Backing  up  everything  is  a  powerful,  light- 
weight 249cc  engine  inducted  by  a  6-petal 
Boyesen  reed-valve.  An  electroftision  cylinder 
dissipates  heat  faster  And  the  radial-fm  head 
keeps  things  cooler  under  the  collar. 

Brad  knows.  This  year  if  you  haven't  got  the 
Greens,  you're  gonna  get  the  blues. 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


Jieves  in  riding  safely.  Check  local  laws  before  you  ride.  Member  of  AMA»  MlCand  MSF.  KX 125  and  KX250  are  closed-course  competition  modelsgnly.  Subject  to  limited  availability. 


The  Phantom  Duck  and  His 
Fair  weather  Friends 

In  Which  the  Fourth  Annual  Barstow-To- Vegas 
Unorganized  Trail  Ride  Does  Not  Take  Place 
by  Allan  Girdler 

P 


Federal  agents  are  usually  efficient  so 
it  didn't  take  long  for  investigators 
working  for  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  to  trace  the  Phantom  Duck 
of  the  Desert.  When  the  agents  arrived  to 
serve  their  papers,  though,  the  Duck 
wasn't  home. 

He  was  in  municipal  court. 
Serving  on  a  jury. 

He  is,  as  the  judge  later  remarked,  a 
good  citizen. 

Perhaps  this  is  why  there  is  a  Phantom 
Duck  of  the  Desert  and  why  he  has  so 
many  friends  one  day  and  so  few  the  next. 

But  that  comes  later.  In  the  beginning 
there  was  the  Barstow-to- Vegas  race,  until 
in  1975  the  sponsoring  club  couldn't  get  a 
permit  from  the  BLM.  On  the  traditional 
date  of  the  B-to-V  race,  the  Duck  and  a 
few  other  dirt  guys  rode  from  the  old 
starting  area  to  the  old  finishing  area.  On 
designated  roads  and  trails,  that  part  of  the 
Mojave  Desert  being  open  to  such  use. 
The  next  year  the  Duck  issued  a  public 
invitation  and  gave  medals  to  the  handful 
of  riders  who  showed  up.  In  1977  there 
were  posters.  Somebody  offered  T-shirts 
and  finishing  pins  and  many  of  the  riders, 
75  or  so,  donated  a  few  dollars  to  the  cause. 
The  idea  was  to  demonstrate  that  off"-road 
motorcyclists  are  part  of  the  public  and  are 
therefore  entitled  to  a  share  and  a  say  in 
the  use  of  public  lands,  just  like  it  says  in 
the  law  books  and  regulations. 

Early  in  1978  there  were  more  posters 
and  more  invitations.  The  idea  of  a  myste- 
rious man  calling  himself  the  Phantom 
Duck  of  the  Desert  has  its  own  romantic 
appeal.  On  the  practical  side  the  American 
Motorcyclist  Association's  efforts  at  coop- 
eration hadn't  shown  the  hoped-for  re- 
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suits,  that  is.  the  BLM  was  refusing 
applications  for  competition  events  and 
the  AMA  legal  defense  fund  wasn't  going 
for  court  suits  that  could  improve  this. 

Came  then  the  federal  investigators  and 
a  meeting  between  the  Duck  and  BLM 
oflicials.  He  didn't  have  a  lawyer  and  the 
meeting  was  private.  The  press,  meaning 
this  magazine,  was  forbidden  to  attend  by 
the  BLM. 

The  BLM  didn't  get  satisfaction,  appar- 
ently, and  their  lawyers  filed  for  an  injunc- 
tion ordering  the  Duck  not  to  organize  an 
event,  on  grounds  (among  others)  that 
large  trail  rides  require  permits  and  further 
that  a  large  ride  would  damage  public 
lands  under  the  BLM's  care. 

The  Duck  is  not  a  wealthy  man.  He  had 
no  attorney.  Rick  Sieman,  editor  of  Dirt 
Bike,  heard  about  the  injunction  and 
signed  on  his  own  lawyer,  while  taking 
responsibility  for  paying  the  bill.  The  at- 
torney sat  up  most  of  that  Sunday  night 
preparing  a  legal  answer  for  the  court 
hearing  on  the  Tuesday  before  the  Satur- 
day of  the  ride. 

Meanwhile,  out  in  public,  great  clamor. 
The  AMA  officially  disapproved  of  the 
trail  ride.  AMA  member  clubs,  or  some 
members  therein,  took  issue  with  the 
AMA.  Area  clubs  decided  to  ride  as  a 
gesture,  with  jerseys.  The  Dirt  Diggers 
made  the  ride  a  double-point  event.  There 
was  talk  of  mass  arrests,  with  scores  of 
rangers  rounding  up  a  handful  of  riders 
and  clapping  all  participants  in  the  slam- 
mer. There  was  talk  of  mass  defiance,  of 
thousands  of  bikes  overwhelming  the 
BLM  and  its  handful  of  field  personnel. 
There  was  talk  of  thousands  of  road  riders, 
touring  from  Barstow  to  Vegas  as  a  gesture 


of  solidarity. 

None  of  the  above  took  place. 

Instead,  both  parties  had  their  da 
court  and  both  parties  got  a  deci 
worthy  of  Solomon. 

United  States  District  Court  Judge  ^ 
ren  J.  Ferguson  was  raised  in  the  desert 
appreciates  the  desert  and  shares  with 
BLM  awi/ off-road  riders  a  concern  fo: 
desert's  wellbeing. 

Testimony  quickly  showed  that  the 
posed  route  of  the  ride,  via  aband 
highways,  old  mining  roads,  dry  1 
sandwashes  and  powerline  roads, 
legal.  Further,  that  if  the  riders  staye 
the  trails,  they  would  do  no  harm. 

The  Phantom  Duck  of  the  Des 
Fourth  Annual  Barstow  to  Vegas  Ui 
cial  Trail  Ride,  though,  despite  beinj 
sented  as  a  form  of  political  protest 
free  expression,  was  not  according  I 
rules.  Judge  Ferguson  said  the  Duck 
right  to  dissent.  Our  government  si 
encourage  dissent,  he  added,  but  also 
limit  the  form  of  dissent. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  j 
ruled,  he  was  granting  the  BLM's  re 
for  an  injunction.  The  Duck  was  pr 
ited  from  organizing  a  trail  ride  with 
permit. 

The  BLM  side  of  the  courtroom  I( 
happy,  the  Duck's  side  looked  grim. 

But  when  the  wording  of  the  court 
was  being  discussed,  the  judge  saiC 
because  the  land  was  open  for  publi 
and  because  the  rules  say  an  event  | 
have  more  than  50  people  before  a  n 
is  required,  the  Duck  and  no  more  tn 
of  his  friends  could  legally  ride  wheil 
wished,  even  if  they  wished  to  rid« 
Bartow  to  Vegas. 

Photos  by  Henry  N.  Manney  III  and  Sta 


^le  expressions  on  both  sides  of  the 
troom  instantly  reversed. 

BLM  spokesman  protested  that  the 
r  was  unenforceable.  Judge  Ferguson 

he  was  appealing  to  the  Duck's  sense 
itizenship  and  reasonableness.  He 
Id  do  the  same  for  the  BLM;  that  is,  if 
I  parties  used  common  sense,  there 
I  be  no  confrontations,  no  mass  arrests 
outing  of  the  law. 

nd  so  it  proved  to  be.  As  great  minds 
c  alike,  during  the  weeks  preceding  the 
event  there  were  letters  and  calls  fly- 
back and  forth.  One  group  of  500 
"s  would  be  against  the  rules.  Ten 
ps  of  50  would  not.  One  man  wrote  to 
f  News  inviting  48  men  and  boys  to 
with  him  and  his  son,  while  48  women 
girls  would  be  welcome  to  ride  with  his 
and  daughter. 

onths  before  all  this  took  place  this 
azine  had  mentioned  the  ride  and,  in 
:t,  invited  riders.  Seemed  to  us  that  if 
vorst  happened  and  all  bikers  present 

carted  off  to  Durance  Vile,  we  ought 
;  among  the  incarcerated, 
om  here  on,  therefore,  the  account 

personal.  Cvcle  World  was  there  to 
rt  and  to  take  part.  We  had  our  own 
p.  Tribal  Elders,  Brian  and  Henry: 
sort  Troops,  Denise  and  Kale:  Riders 
e,  Scott,  Mike.  John  and  Joe;  Mother 
,  Yr.  Nervous  Ed. 

ur  equipment  was  the  usual  mixed 
that  is.  when  you  check  the  contents 
truck  going  to  or  from  the  wilderness, 
)m  are  all  bikes  the  same  type  and 
lition.  We  ride  for  fun,  with  friends 
what  we  ride  is  less  important.  So  we 
one  sparkling  new  Honda  XR 185,  two 
IT  Yamahas,  the  Honda  XR75  seen  on 
:  pages  in  the  December  issue,  the 
d's  most  cherished  Honda  XL250, 
00  trouble-free  miles  strong,  and 
;'s  1970  Montesa  125.  bored  to  175 
decorated  with  flames  painted  on  the 

le  BLM's  official  count,  as  reported  in 
Jaily  press,  was  580  riders.  We  don't 
V  if  that's  accurate  or  not.  We  were  told 
BLM  guys  were  taking  license  num- 
and  discouraging  riders  who  were  at 
itart  the  day  before  the  rides,  but  we 
't  see  that,  either.  The  first  groups 
led  east  down  the  abandoned  highway 
30  a.m.  When  we  arrived  at  8,  groups 
still  leaving,  and  when  we  left  at  8:30 
:  were  riders  still  unloading,  all  of 
h  indicates  there  was  no  mass  ride, 
ad,  as  requested  by  the  judge  and  as 
by  the  rules,  there  was  a  series  of 
ps.  all  going  the  same  way. 
jiere  was  also  ribbon  marking  the 
from  B  to  V.  We  didn't  do  it,  we  know 
)uck  didn't,  and  we  don't  know  who 
If  the  ribbon  kept  riders  back  from 
ig  lost,  well,  good  on  the  guilty  par- 
three  (or  more?  We  weren't  counting 
.  They  were  counting  us)  spots  along 
rail,  there  were  official  trucks  with 
taking  notes.  And  a  small  airplane 


flew  back  and  forth.  We  waved. 

It  was  a  lovely  day  for  a  ride,  clear  sky 
and  bright  sun,  clear  and  nippy  air.  The 
fast  guys  in  our  group  went  on  and  the  rest 
puttered  down  the  trail.  Rain  the  previous 
week  had  dampened  the  dust  and  wetted 
the  sandwashes.  We  survived  the  Dreaded 
Downhill  and  skirted  the  sand  uphill,  to 
climb  a  ledge  and  come  bursting  from 
beneath  the  Interstate  in  clouds  of  flying 
sand.  As  always,  I  wondered  if  the  poor 
wretches  in  their  little  boxes  had  any  idea 
of  the  fun  they  were  missing. 

At  the  first  fuel  stop  we  were  joined  by  a 
man  on  an  IT.  He'd  never  ridden  in  the  dirt 
before  but  figured  this  was  a  day  to  take  a 
stand.  Whoosh,  he  said,  we've  only  gone  28 
miles?  Undeterred,  he  topped  ofl"and  rode 
away,  not  to  be  seen  until  the  finish. 

Down  a  powerline  road  and  under  the 
Interstate  again,  after  a  rock  pile  and  a  tiny 
tunnel.  Joe  was  behind  me.  acting  like  a 
kid  with  a  new  toy,  in  this  case  a  Bassani 


pipe  I  bought  him  for  his  birthday.  Made 
my  ears  ring  but  heck,  anybody  who 
doesn't  like  to  hear  the  exhaust  when  going 
through  a  tunnel  has  grown  old  before 
their  time. 

Across  Soda  Dry  Lake,  which  wasn't, 
and  we  met  a  surprise  party. 

Parked  where  the  trail  crosses  the  pave- 
ment were  members  of  the  California  OfT- 
Road  Vehicle  Association.  Jeepers  and 
truckers,  they'd  heard  about  the  case  of 
Phantom  Duck  vs  BLM.  Rather  than  ride, 
they  catered  the  event,  with  piles  of  beer 
and  sandwiches. 

Most  welcome.  Another  side  note:  We 
are  always  being  told  that  bikes  aren't  liked 
by  other  wilderness  users.  And  yet,  when 
we  meet  truckers,  jeepers,  fishers,  the 
horsey  crowd,  hikers,  rockhounds  et  al. 
seldom  is  there  a  discouraging  word.  We 
are  all  enjoying  the  same  thing  in  our  own 
way. 

Then,  trouble.  Mike's  Montesa  seized  a> 
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mile  or  so  from  the  picnic.  He  and  Joe 
headed  back  to  the  trucks.  Mike  pushing 
and  Joe  riding  donuts  around  him.  Proving 
once  again  the  benefits  of  dual-purpose 
motorcycles,  I  scooted  onto  the  Interstate 
and  to  the  next  scheduled  stop,  secure  in 
the  protection  afforded  by  my  license  plate 
and  lights  if  feeling  foolish  about  appear- 
ing on  pavement  in  enduro  jacket  and 
motocross  boots. 

I  was  passed  by  a  lady  in  a  Buick  fes- 
tooned with  shoe  polish  slogans;  Support 
the  Duck,  Stop  the  BLM.  Easily  identify- 
ing each  other  as  kindred  spirits,  we  waved 
to  each  other  and  then  to  a  DT  Yamaha, 
flapping  and  humming  in  the  other  direc- 
tion. 

Closest  we  came  to  a  confrontation  was 
at  the  second  stop.  We  were  talking  with 
Mrs.  Duck  when  a  sherifTs  car  rolled  past. 
"Oh,"  she  said  "They're  after  him." 

Can't  blame  the  lady.  They  had  certainly 
been  after  him  lately.  Turned  out  this 
deputy  was  an  Us.  He  stopped  in  to  tell  the 
Duck  that  a  rider  had  broken  a  leg  and 
been  rescued.  He  knew  the  area  and  of- 
fered to  sweep  the  next  section,  which  offer 
was  gratefully  accepted.  If  a  rider  did  that, 
he  would  have  proved  organization,  see. 
while  a  deputy  sheriff  has  a  duty  to  make 
sure  everybody  is  okay. 

One  of  our  trucks  went  to  rescue  the 
Montesa  and  our  bikes  tackled  the  moun- 
tain. Snow  down  to  4500  feet  and  it  was  all 
there,  towering  white  across  the  valley. 
Impressive  and  not  as  tough  as  it  looked. 
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Snow  and  dirt  giv6  good  traction. 

The  sun  was  sinking  toward  the  horizon 
and  our  group,  slowest  of  the  day.  headed 
off  across  a  damp  lake  and  into  the  moun- 
tains, which  we  crossed  in  a  series  of 
winding  sandwashes.  Terrific  stuff.  We  lost 
the  ribbon,  for  the  third  year  in  a  row  and 
were  wandering  down  the  road  when  we 
were  buzzed  by  the  Prospectors  MC.  They 
knew  the  route  and  we  tucked  in  long 
enough  to  find  the  trail  and  ride  through  a 
collection  of  rock  basketballs.  Then  the 
poweriines  again,  more  sand  and  just 
about  the  time  the  beam  from  my  head- 


light began  to  show  on  the  trail,  there 
the  finish  and  the  trucks  and  Denise 
coffee  ready.  The  odo  read  147  miles, 
clock  said  eight  hours. 

Now,  about  the  Duck  and  friends, 
reader  may  have  noticed  that  the 
name  of  the  Phantom  Duck  does  noi 
pear  here. 

This  is  intentional.  The  Duck  vs  E 
has  been  going  on  for  years.  This  was 
third  B-to-V  ride  and  until  this  year  1 1 
taken  great  care  noi  to  know  who  the  IJ 
really  is.  I  reckoned  if  I  was  ever  offic 
asked.  I  didn't  want  to  have  to  lie.. 


1 


,  for  his  part,  has  operated  under  an 
led  name  in  part  because  he  truly  has 
erest  in  seeing  his  name  in  print.  And 
»  so  many  friends  that  when  the  legal 
s  began  his  wife  had  to  call  in  a 
I  to  answer  the  'phone  when  she 
d  to  step  into  the  other  room.  The 
has  spent  countless  dollars  and  time 
se  he  believes  in  the  cause.  He  has 
to  remain  a  nom  du  gare  and  I'm 
I  do  it. 

rsons  moved  by  this  commercial  mes- 
an  respond  with  a  check  made  out  to 
ame.  Sanger.  Grayson  and  Ginsberg 
:  Trust  Fund,  c/o  Rick  Sieman.  17619 
ilamos  Street.  Granada  Hills.  Calif 
.  The  Duck  isn't  out  of  his  legal  blind 

ording  to  the  Los  Angeles  Times  the 
guys  hiding  in  the  bushes  didn't  sec 
lantom  Duck. 

the  wise  men  tell  us.  we  see  what  we 
or  Because  he  was  on  jury  duty  and 
vorked  double  shifts  to  make  up  for 
lost,  the  Duck  didn't  have  a  bike  to 
\\.  the  last  minute  he  dragged  out  his 
15  four-stroke. 

ause  there  was  fear  the  Duck  would 
Id  accountable  for  all  riders  present, 
igh  he  was  entitled  to  49  friends,  all 
arious  groups  rode  ofl"  at  a  pace 
d  that  of  a  125.  The  Duck's  only 
j|  companion  was  Dale  Brown  of 
News. 

Bureaucrats  work  for  and  with  pol- 


iticians. They  know  what  leaders  look  like. 
Leaders  are  men  who  travel  in  comfort, 
surrounded  by  aides  and  assistants  and 
flunkies  and  like  that. 

All  the  middle-aged  man  on  the  bat- 
tered little  bike  was  worth,  to  them,  was 
another  mark  on  the  scorecard. 

Runner-up  for  hero  of  the  day,  by  the 
CW  team's  account,  was  a  man  whose 
name  we  didn't  get.  He  too  heard  about 
the  political  protest  and  figured  he  should 
be  there.  He  doesn't  have  a  dirt  bike. 

So  he  hauled  his  Yamaha  SR500  to  the 
starting  area,  removed  the  turn  signals  and 
rode,  on  street  tires,  with  low  pipe,  across 
the  rocks  and  through  the  sand  and  mud 
and  snow,  all  the  way.  Then  he  bolted  the 
signals  back  on  and  rode  ofl"  into  the  night, 
down  the  Interstate  to  Barstow. 

During  the  ride,  while  not  deciding 
which  rock  to  ride  into.  I  was  thinking 
about  Shakespeare.  Seemed  to  me  the 
Bard  had  some  good  stufl' about  those  who 
take  part  and  those  who  don't. 

I  had  to  sneak  into  the  bookstore  to  find 
the  quotes,  but  I  found  them. 

Comes  from  Henry  V.  Act  IV.  Scene  III. 
Henry  is  about  to  take  on  the  French  and 
he  gives  the  troops  a  pep  talk. 

"He  that  out-lives  this  day  and  comes 
safe  home 

"Will  stand  a-tip-toe  when  this  day  is 
named." 

We  who  were  there  will  be  a-tip-toe  for 
some  time  to  come.  83 
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FOR  ADDED 

PERFORMANCE 
SAFETY 

&  TIRE  LIFE 

BALANCE  PLUS  is  a  chemically 
weighted  formula  that  works  by  centrif- 
ugal force  inside  your  motorcycle  tires, 
balancing  the  entire  wheel  and  tire  unit 
as  you  ride.  It  compensates  for  road, 
rider  and  tire  wear  conditions  to  give 
you  continuous  balance  that  can  elim- 
inate wheel  hop  and  tire-originated 
vibration.  You  get  added  high  speed 
stability  for  the  life  of  your  tires. 

The  special  BALANCE  PLUS  compound 
actually  dissipates  heat  so  your  tires 
run  cooler  and  last  longer. 

With  BALANCE  PLUS  you  get  the  big 
PLUS  ...  a  puncture  sealer  that  gives 
you  protection  against  small  leaks  caused 
from  nails  and  other  road  hazards. 
BALANCE  PLUS  eliminates  up  to  90%  of 
normal  air  loss  and  seals  most  punctures 
as  you  ride. 

BALANCE  PLUS  is  recommended  for 
all  motorcycle  tires.  Available  in  8  oz., 
1 2  oz.  and  1 6  oz.  bottles. 

Send  50<t  for  technical  product 
information  and  decal. 

ADVAnCED 
aClC  PRODUCTS 


J633  W  MarArthur  Blvd. 
Suite  410  Oept  B31 
Santa  Ana  CA  92704 
(714)  549  8707 
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Hmtda  CB900 

fun.  where  Hohda  had  marked  a  road 
route  around  the  hills  and  along  an  auto- 
bahn. It  was  very  clever;  the  mountain 
roads  were  pool  table  smooth  but  twisty 
enough  to  enjoy,  the  sort  of  roads  that 
show  up  engine  performance  but  never  tax 
the  suspension. 

So  it  was  on  the  autobahn  that  the  limits 
of  the  bike  appeared.  In  the  mountains,  the 
steering  felt  light  and  allowed  the  bike  to 
be  flicked  around  much  more  easily  than 
the  CBX.  The  riding  position  is  more  of  a 
stretch  than  the  750  because  the  seat  is  two 
inches  farther  back  and  this  along  with  the 
generous  ground  clearance  makes  the  bike 
very  easy  to  ride  through  the  curves.  Sus- 
pension is  slightly  better  than  on  the  CBX, 
and  lacks  the  Six's  harshness,  but  with  few 
rough  .surfaces  to  ride  on  apart  from  the 
occasional  cobbles  it  was  difficult  to  judge. 

The  rear  units  are  the  same  adjustable 
dainping  units  found  on  the  CBX  and 
suflTer  from  the  same  faults.  Likewise  with 
the  front  fork. 

It  was  possible  to  provoke  a  weave  at 
speed  that  would  probably  be  worse  for  a 
lighter  rider  than  me  at  170  lb.,  and  the 
rear  dampers,  which  to  be  fair  were  .set  at 
the  lightest  position,  soon  warmed  up  and 
allowed  a  small  degree  of  head  shaking  at 
speed. 

The  engine  performance  is  really  good. 
There  is  good,  though  not  awesome, 
torque  from  2000  rpm  and  there  is  a 
marked  pick  up  in  power  at  7000  rpm  with 
no  let  off  until  the  red  line  at  just  over 
10.000  rpm. 

On  the  autobahn  I  clocked  205  kph  with 
a  slight  crouch  so  that  top  speed  of  over 
130  mph  must  be  real. 

Brakes  are  the  same  as  the  CBX:  twin 
10.6-in.  discs  at  the  front  and  a  larger  1 1.6- 
in.  disc  at  the  rear.  The  front  units  are 
powerful  and  progressive  but  the  rear  one 
still  suffers  from  being  too  sensitive. 

Overall  the  CB900FZ  is  a  good  eff"ort 
that  despite  its  conventionality  is  going  to 
be  more  than  a  match  for  the  Suzuki 
GSIOOO  and  Kawasaki  ZIOOO.  Once  Hon- 
da starts  looking  at  suspension  more  criti- 
cally then  there'll  be  no  stopping  them.ffl 


CB900FZ  engine  looks  much  like  the  CB750 
powerplant,  with  alternator  located  on  the 
right  side  of  the  crankshaft.  With  almost 
identical  externals  as  750  yet  much  more 
power,  it's  no  wonder  an  oil  cooler  is  used. 


ALL  AMERICAN  DREAM  CONTE 
OFFICIAL  RULES 

1 .  To  enter,  deposit  an  official  entry  form  at  j 
participating  Harley-Davidson  Motor  Co.,  It 
dealership.  ()n  each  entry  form  clearly  hanc 
print  your  name,  address,  and  your  computi 
retail  value  of  the  combined  cost  of  the  CusI 
ized  1979  Harley-Davidson  lOOOoc  Sp()rtste 
and  the  1979  Chevrolet  Corvette.  Retail  vali 
to  include  the  a)st  of  all  material,  aistom  pi 
ing  and  freight  to  Harley-Davidson  Motor  C 
Inc.,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  See  aaompanj 
listing  of  equipment  and  accessories.  Additi 
entry  forms,  are  available  at  your  participat 
dealership.  If  you  are  unable  to  obtain  additi 
entry  forms  you  may  clearly  hand  print  yot 
name  and  address  and  the  computed  retail  v 
on  a  3  X  5  plain  piece  of  paper. 

2.  Entries  limited  to  five  per  person.  All  ent 
must  be  deposited  at  participating  dealersh 
on  or  before  March  15, 1979. 

3.  The  winner  will  qualify  on  the  basis  of 
aimpleting  steps  1  and  2  above.  Judging  wi 
ronducted  on  the  basis  of  whose  entry  mosi 
correctly  computes  the  retail  value  of  the  pi 
structure  as  covered  in  rule  #1.  In  case  of  d 
cate  entries  a  random  drawing  will  be  conduc 
All  decisions  of  the  judges  will  be  final. 

4.  The  winner  must  have  a  current  drivers 
license  validated  for  motorcycle  operation. ' 
under  the  age  of  eighteen  ( 18)  years  of  age 
winner  must  have  consent  of  parent  or  guarc 
Grand  prize  will  be  a  Special  Customized  1 
Harley-Davidson  Sportster  motorc>'cle  and 
1979  Chevrolet  Corvette.  No  substitute  pri; 
will  be  awarded.  No  cash  alternatives. 

5.  Contest  open  to  all  residents  of  the  U.S. 
cept  for  employees  and  their  immediate  fan- 
of  AMF,  Incorporated,  Harley-Davidson  Mi 
Co.,  Inc.  and  its  dealerships,  agents,  subsid: 
aries,  advertising  agencies,  and  Young  Ami 
Corporation.  | 

6.  All  entries  submitted  become  the  exclus 
property  of  Harley-Davidson  Motor  Co.,  Im 
and  none  will  be  returned.  All  contest  entr; 
grant  all  rights  of  reproduction  of  their  enb 
in  any  form.  Contest  valid  except  where  pr 
hibited  or  restricted  by  law.  The  winner  m 
pay  license,  title  and  registration  fees  as  die 
by  state  and  local  regulations  and  all  applii 
taxes.  The  winner  will  be  notified  by  mail 
or  before  May  15, 1979.  No  correspondenc 
will  be  entered  into. 

ALL  AMERICAN  DREAM  CONTI 

Please  Print: 


NAME. 


ADDRESS- 


CITY_ 


STATE. 


.ZIP  CODE. 


Enter  the  computed  combined 
retail  value  for  the  set  here 


(Enter  one  figure  only) 

Entries  must  be  deposited  at  a  partidpa 
Harley-Davidson  dealership  on  or  befor 
|_  March  15. 1979;  
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There  has  never  been,  and  probably  never  m\\  be, 
mother  matched  set  like  this  1979  Harley-Davidson  ^ 
ILH-1000  Sportster''  and  1979  Corvette  in  Candi 
)oot  Beer  over  Black  Pearl.  Custom  designed  by  none 
[;her  than  Willie  G.  Davidson  and  painted  by  Butch 
irinza,  nationally  acclaimed  custom  painter  of  exotic 
jirs  and  motorcycles.  And  what  a  job  Butch  did: 
i  irst,  after  careful  block-sanding,  he  applied  ten  coats 
' '  primer  followed  by  the  base  coat  of  Black  Pearl. 
'  ver  this,  Butch  layed  coat  after  coat  of  Candi 
(K)t  Beer.  Next  came  the  Harley-Davidson 
gos  on  both  car  and  bike.  To  protect  the 
asterpiece  paint  job  six  coats  of  clear  lacquer 
ere  applied  for  a  "foot-deep"  finish.  And  last,  but 
)t  least,  dark  red  accent  pinstriping  was  flawlessly 
>plied  by  hand. 

If  you  can  guess  the  retail  value  of  this  matched 
t . . .  it's  yours.  At  this  point,  so  as  to  get  a  head 
irt  on  your  buddies,  you'd  probably  rather  have  a 
ick  run  down  of  all  the  additional  equipment  on 
ch . . .  Here  goes: 

Sportster:  Sissy  bar  with  back  rest  pad,  chiome 
)tpeg  end  caps,  right  hand  rearview  mirror,  air 
aner  grille,  chrome  oil  cooler,  oil  C(X)ler  cover.  Eagle 


A/T  raised  white  letter  tires,  oil  filter  kit,  hi-way 
pegs,  chrome  timer  cover,  gold  finished  "1000"  and 
"Sportster"  medallions,  chrome  passenger  peg  end 
caps,  custom  paint  and  striping. 

Corvette:  Electric  rear  window  defogger,  air 
conditioning,  sport  mirrors  (left  hand  remote  &  right 
hand  manual),  automatic  speed  control,  tilt  telescopic 
steering  wheel,  AM/FM  stereo  CB  radio  and  power 
antenna,  dual  rear  speakers,  power  windows  and  door 
locks,  convenience  group,  American  Racing  15  x  8 
"Vector"  Custom  Wheels,  GR60-15  Daytona  XS  radial 
tires,  custom  paint  and  striping. 

That  should  give  you  enough  to  start  punching 
something  in  the  old  calculator.  When  you  think  you've 
got  it,  just  fill  out  the  coupon  below  and  drop  it  off 
at  your  participating  Harley-Davidson  dealer.  If  in  your 
haste  and  excitement  you  lose  the  coupon  you  can 
still  pick  one  up  at  participating  Harley  dealers. 
Nothing  much  else  to  say  except 
Good  Luck! 


Harley-Davidson 

UNTIL  YOU'VE  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
YOU  HAVEN'T  BEEN  ON  A  MOTORCYCLE. 


Copyrighted  material 


Sport 


Ten  Thousam 
Trouble-Free  Mile 
With  The  Suzuki  GS55< 


One  drawback  to  working  with  the 
Enghsh  language  is  its  method  of 
origin:  because  English  began  as  a 
flock  of  tough  cookies  shouting  back  and 
forth  while  stealing  each  other's  women 
and  cattle,  praise  comes  harder  than 
blame. 

The  longterm  Suzuki  GS550  has  done 
10.000  miles  in  less  than  one  year.  The  bike 
ran  three  or  four  times  at  the  dragstrip  and 
once,  for  the  oil  cooler  test,  on  the  road 
race  track.  It's  been  flogged  back  and  forth 
every  day,  gone  on  trips  of  1000  miles  per 
weekend.  It's  crossed  the  desert  when  the 
heat  put  ripples  in  the  asphalt,  and  it's  had 
frost  on  the  bars. 

And  all  we  can  say  is  ...  we  don't  even 
know  if  the  kick  starter  works,  because  it's 
never  failed  to  start,  and  we  can't  critique 
the  tool  kit  because  we've  never  had  to 
open  it  up.  The  550  just  runs  and  runs,  so 
this  will  be  a  short  report.  There's  not 
much  in  the  logbook. 

The  GS550  was  introduced  in  1977,  as 
sort  of  a  little  brother  to  the  GS750.  with  a 
twin  cam  Four  across  the  frame,  chain 
drive,  etc.,  but  with  six-speed  transmission, 
the  better  to  deliver  its  middleweight 
power  when  you  want  it.  The  first  year's 
production  sold  out,  proving  the  public 
likes  the  machine,  so  we  ordered  and  got 
an  early  "78. 

Soon  as  the  bike  had  600  miles  on  it,  we 
delivered  it  to  RC  Engineering  for  a  4- 
into-1  exhaust,  which  proved  to  be  effec- 
tive in  improving  acceleration  and  a  bit 
loud.  The  only  complaints  in  the  book 
show  that  the  shift  linkage  was  a  bit  notchy, 
the  chain  needed  to  be  tightened  after  its 
breakin,  and  one  of  the  chaps  didn't  like 
the  handlebars.  Initial  miles-per-gallon  re- 
cording was  41,  a  bit  less  than  the  42.6 
shown  on  the  official  test  loop.  At  1420 
miles  the  RC  pipe  was  treated  to  a  quieter 
core,  which  pleased  us  and  the  law  and 
didn't  hurt  performance  at  all.  Then  came 
the  Laminar  Sports  fairing,  a  handlebar 
unit  and  a  good  one,  evaluated  in  the  Sept. 
'78  issue. 

When  the  first  service  was  due,  the  bike 
didn't  get  it.  We  didn't  have  a  working 
relationship  with  a  convenient  Suzuki 
dealership.  Longterm  rules  prohibit  the 
factory  from  having  anything  to  do  with 
the  project,  as  we  consider  the  bike  to  be 
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ours  and  treat  it  as  an  owner  would.  In  this 
case,  we  resolved  to  service  the  thing  our- 
selves, with  an  oil  change. 

At  2000  miles  the  chain  was  tightened 
again.  MPG  had  improved  to  49,  by  ran- 
dom check.  The  figure  was  to  wander 
between  42  and  52  for  the  rest  of  the  test 
period.  The  engine  apparently  hits  its 
stride  at  2000  miles  and  hasn't  gone  down- 
hill yet,  the  variation  being  due  to  type  of 
riding,  that  is.  city  street,  long  trips  on  the 
Interstate,  zooming  around  in  the  moun- 
tains, etc. 

Another  oil  change  at  3183  miles,  and 
new  plugs  at  3986.  We'd  been  using  leaded 
gas  and  that  fouled  the  plugs,  as  will 
happen  with  an  engine  that  doesn't  need 
leaded  fuel. 


Slight  drama  at  4008.  A  small  nail  j 
tured  the  rear  tire.  The  rider  pulled  o| 
highway  and  rode  on  the  shoulder  to^ 
station.  The  tire  didn't  come  off  the 
the  tube  wasn't  shredded.  All  lonj 
bikes  have  tubes  filled  with  ACP  tire  s, 
with  which  we've  had  good  experi 
Our  man  didn't  want  to  fiddle  will 
thing  there,  so  he  pulled  out  thel 
inflated  the  tire  to  40  psi  and  rode  j 
next  gas  station.  More  air,  anothei 
miles  and  he  got  home  in  time  for  d 
one  station  at  a  time.  We  don't  kr 
credit  goes  to  the  Suzuki  wheel,  th< 
tire  or  the  ACP,  but  it  surely  beats  wi 
home  or  having  the  cycle  fall  down. 

The  engine  began  to  run  rough  ( 
top  end  at  4600.  Turned  out  to  be  t 
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.  which  was  dirty.  While  cleaning  the 
,  we  experimented  with  removing  the 
)x  top.  No  good.  Lets  in  too  much  air. 
e  heard  from  a  reader  who  says  you 
jscfuUs  drill  large  holes  in  the  top.  and 
jet  to  suit  and  get  more  performance 
inpg  with  no  trouble,  but  we  never  got 
nd  to  testing  for  ourselves. 
-)()ut  this  time  the  handlebars  were 
ipcd  for  a  set  off  a  Kawasaki  KZ750. 
e  width,  less  height  and  less  pullback. 
vere  looking  for  something  between 
weep  of  the  stock  GS550  bars  and  the 
me  of  clubman  bars,  which  we  tried— 
laid  for,  alas— before  discovering  they 

too  low  and  too  far  forward. 

7560  miles  the  IRC  tire,  which  was 
ininj;  to  go  smooth  in  the  middle,  was 
cod  with  a  Nankang  4.25  x  85H18.  a 
vor  of  our  rear  tire  test  and  thus  worn 
on  the  edges.  The  oil  was  changed  at 

and  again  at  7908.  in  preparation  for 
il  cooler  test. 


The  550's  only  malfunction  arrived  at 
8524.  The  camshaft  cover  gasket  began  to 
leak,  evidently  because  one  portion  had 
been  pinched  a  bit  during  initial  assembly. 
Two  of  the  guys  replaced  the  gasket  in  less 
than  an  hour,  at  a  cost  of  S5.15. 

The  Dunstall  fairing,  reported  on  last 
month,  was  installed  at  8707  and  is  still  in 
place  and  still  looking  good  at  this  writing. 
10.200  miles  approx.  The  Kerker  exhaust 
put  on  at  the  same  time  has  some  grundge 
where  the  leaking  oil  baked  onto  the 
chrome:  hardly  the  fault  of  the  pipe.  The 
Ontario  rearsets  have  improved  riding  pos- 
ture and  had  a  side  benefit  in  that  the  stock 
shift  linkage  was  looser  than  we'd  like  and 
the  Ontario  linkage,  supplied  with  the 
pegs,  is  more  precise.  The  shifter  itself  still 
is  notchy,  though,  and  sometimes  finding 
neutral  while  at  a  stop  can  be  a  bother. 
Hm.  That's  nearly  the  only  design  flaw 
we've  found  in  the  550. 

Along  about  9983.  we  began  to  feel 


guilty.  Also  the  cam  chain  was  sounding 
off  at  idle.  Suzuki  has  been  prospering 
during  the  past  few  years,  what  with  their 
super  line  of  road  and  dirt  bikes,  and  they 
are  adding  dealers.  One  franchise  went  to 
the  guy  who  ran  our  favorite  local  inde- 
pendent repair  shop.  The  GS  was  taken  to 
his  new  store.  Saddleback  Suzuki,  Laguna 
Hills,  Calif,  and  if  that  sounds  like  a  com- 
mercial, okay,  Greg  and  Dallas  and  Terry 
have  earned  one. 

The  timing  chain  had  us  bluffed.  Suzuki 
makes  quite  a  point  of  their  tensioner 
being  self-adjusting.  Says  in  the  owner's 
manual  "CAUTION:  Never  try  to  turn  the 
tensioner  wheel  in  either  direction.  Turn- 
ing the  wheel  could  stress  the  tensioner 
mechanism  unduly  to  spoil  its  perfor- 
mance." 

Terry,  the  chief  wrench,  gave  the  GS  a 
complete  tune-up,  with  points,  plugs,  con- 
densers, oil  filter,  etc.  He  set  the  valve 
clearances  and  took  up  the  slack  in  the 
timing  chain  and  gave  two  important  bits 
of  advice: 

1)  The  automatic  feature  of  the  timing 
chain  can  only  do  so  much.  When  the 
adjuster  has  taken  up  a  set  amount  of 
slack,  it  can  be  re-set.  Do  not  touch  the  nut 
on  the  right  side  of  the  tensioner  housing, 
right  being  the  rider's  right  as  he  sits  on  the 
machine.  Instead,  treat  the  system  like  a 
conventional  cam  chain.  Loosen  the  lock 
nut  on  the  left  side,  back  off  the  screw  and 
let  the  spring  take  up  the  slack.  Turn  the 
screw  back  in  until  it  touches,  and  tighten 
the  lock  nut. 

2)  Don't  save  money  on  valve  shims. 
Some  shops  keep  shims  from  previous 
jobs.  They  mike  them  and  sort  them  and 
have  them  on  hand,  in  case  the  next  owner 
wants  to  install  used  shims  of  the  correct 
size. 

Don't.  Each  cam  lobe  and  each  shim 
develops  its  own  wear  pattern.  You  can't 
see  the  wear,  but  it's  there.  You'll  save  the 
price  of  shims  and  you'd  eventually  be  out 
the  price  of  a  camshaft. 

The  advice  was  free.  The  service  wasn't. 
The  GS  received  oil  filter,  oil.  a  new  cam 
cover  gasket,  points,  plugs,  condensers  and 
eight  shims  (at  $2.83  each,  which  is  why 
owners  may  be  tempted  to  use  old  ones), 
for  a  parts  bill  of  $55.54.  Labor;  the  valve 
setting,  carb  balancing  and  fitting  all  the 
above,  came  to  $46,  for  a  total  bill,  with 
state  sales  tax,  of  $104.87.  That's  a  lot  for 
one  service,  but  because  it  came  only  once 
during  the  year,  we  figured  it  was  worth  it. 

And  here  we  are.  The  rear  tire  shows  no 
wear,  the  front  likewise.  The  brakes  have 
life  left  in  them,  the  engine  runs  strong  as 
ever.  The  battery  is  healthy,  the  suspension 
tired  but  not  to  the  point  of  replacement. 
Paint  and  chrome  are  fine,  despite  the  salt 
air  and  our  leaving  the  bike  parked  outside 
most  nights.  (Our  principal  rider  already 
has  two  bikes  and  two  cars  in  his  two-car 
garage.) 

We  liked  the  GS550  when  new  and  we 
like  it  even  more  with  10,0(X)  troublefree 
miles  on  the  odo.  Q 
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Mfe  made  the  front  tire  for  the  rea 
and  the  rear  tire  for  the  front. 
That's  the  Twin  concept. 


If  we  built  a  front  tire  for  the  way  a 
front  wheel  drives,  and  a  rear  tire  for 
the  way  a  rear  wheel  drives,  you'd  get 
two  great  tires. 

Unfortunately,  they  wouldn't  be 
[doing  one  great  job.  So  we  developed 
the  rear  and  front  tires  together, 
as  one  system. 

That's  the  ContiTwin  concept. 


Step  by  step  our  German  engineers 
matched  carcass  structures,  rubber 
compounds  and  tread  design  to  create 
a  motorcycle  tire  system  for  a  lot  more 
mileage  on  the  road  and  for  a  lot  more 
performance  in  your  hands. 

So  if  you  want  to  have 
something  more  exciting, 
have  Twins. 


@iilinental®^ 

Our  Twins  aren't  born,  they're  made.  In  Germany.  . 


The  Stop-Gap  Cure  for  Whiskered  Plugs 


by  Doug  Richmond 


Sooner  or  later  it  happens  to  just 
about  all  of  us,  usually  w  hen  we're 
'way  the  hellan'  gone  out  in  the 
back  of  now  here. 

The  bike  has  been  running  along  beau- 
tifully, God's  in  his  heaven,  all's  right  with 
the  world  and  then  all  of  a  sudden  the 
engine  begins  cutting  out  like  mad,  es- 
pecially under  WFO  conditions. 

The  obvious  drill,  of  course,  because  it's 
easy  to  do,  is  to  stop  and  take  a  quick  look 
at  the  sparking  plug.  Nothing  there;  the 
plug  is  the  correct  rich  brown,  but  in- 
asmuch as  it's  out  and  on  the  ground  the 
logical  thing  to  do  is  to  screw  the  spare  into 
the  empty  hole. 

Whereupon  the  bike  starts  at  the  first 
prod  and  then  proceeds  to  pull  like  a 
Caterpillar  tractor,  run  like  a  watch  and 
generally  live  up  to  the  promises  of  the 
advertisement  that  touted  us  onto  the  ma- 
chine in  the  first  place. 

But  a  short  time  later  it  repeats  the 
performance,  and  as  a  fresh  spark  plug 
cured  the  problem  the  first  time  we  figure  it 
just  has  to  be  ignition  troubles  again.  As 
we've  used  up  the  only  fresh  plug,  out 
comes  the  trusty  Swiss  Army  Knife  and  we 
poke  and  probe  down  among  the  elec- 
trodes in  an  aimless  manner.  Half-heart- 
edly the  'cleaned'  plug  is  replaced,  and  the 
cycle  takes  oflT  like  a  Concorde  leaving 
Heathrow.  And  the  whole  performance 
takes  place  again.  And  again.  And  again. 

Which  leaves  most  riders  scratching 
their  heads. 

It's  happened  to  me  many  a  time.  If  you 
stick  with  motorcycles  long  enough,  es- 
pecially two-strokes,  it  will  happen  to  you 
too. 

The  mysterious  and  annoying  miss  is 
caused  by  the  infamous  whisker,  an  almost 
microscopic  growth  that  bridges  the  gap 
between  the  center  and  side  electrodes  of 
the  spark  plug.  Occasionally  it  is  large 
enough  to  stand  out  like  a  pregnant  prom 
queen,  but  lots  of  times  it's  so  small  it 
almost  takes  strong  light  and  a  5X  magni- 
fying glass  to  make  it  out. 

Electrically,  the  whisker  forms  a  high- 
resistance  connection  across  the  secondary 
of  the  ignition  coil.  That  bleeds  off  just 
enough  of  the  high  voltage  so  that  not 
enough  remains  to  create  the  spark  neces- 
sary for  ignition,  exactly  the  same  as  a 
blackened,  oil-fouled  plug.  Missing  often 
occurs  only  under  open-throttle  conditions 
because  the  higher  the  pressure  in  the 
combustion  chamber,  the  more  voltage  it 
takes  to  make  the  spark  jump  the  gap 
between  the  spark  plug  electrodes.  > 
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The  whisker  across  the  plug  was  almost  too  small  to  be  seen  but  it  was  enough  to  st 
motorcycle  dead  in  its  tracks.  The  fragile  whisker  can  easily  be  removed  with  a  credit  ca 
the  point  of  a  knife,  but  odds  are  it  will  reform  again.  Soon.  I 


An  auxiliary  gap  installed  in  a  spark  plug  lead.  The  'splints '  are  part  of  a  Bic  pen  and  art 
to  control  the  gap  spacing.  The  job  will  be  finished  off  by  wrapping  with  more  electrical  t 
keep  moisture  out. 

Photos,  by  Doug  Rl( 


The  Hot  "U"  mokes  the  performer 

perform  better. 


You  bet  it  does. 

Put  o  set  of  Hot  "U"  plugs  into  your  Suzuki  and 
get  ready  for  faster  starting,  better  acceleration,  a 
ismoother  ride,  less  fouling,  more  miles  per  gallon 
and  longer  plug  life.  As  we've  told  you,  we  can 
nardly  believe  it. 

The  Hot  "U"'s  secret,  of  course,  is  the  U-shaped 


groove  in  the  ground  electrode.  It  makes  for  a  larger 
and  hotter  flash  front.  So,  the  plug  fires  better.  It  per- 
forms so  well,  in  fact,  that  the  Hot  "U"  is  used  as  orig- 
inal equipment  by  Suzuki,  Honda  and  Kawasaki. 
And  it's  now  available  for  all  Suzuki  models. 

So  go  see  your  dealer.  Ask  for  a  set  of  Hot  "U"  plugs. 

And  get  ready  for  a  great  performance. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it. Then  we  patented  if. 
(Patent  No.  3,970,885.) 


HOT  "O" 

Nippondenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  2301  ti  Street 
Carson.  California  90745 
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A  home-made  'magneto  tester'  is  much  handier  to  use  than  cutting  and  taping  the  lead.  Any  plug  will  do,  but  it  must  be  new  and  clean.  ] 

one  is  over  20  years  old  and  still  going  strong. 

rience  with  wiiiskered  plugs— som 
which  was  exhausting— I've  come  to 
conclusion  that  although  any  and  all 
above  may  be  the  proximate  cause 
kering,  the  underlying  problem 
tially  a  weak  spark.  Not  the  kind  that  v 
ignite  the  mixture,  but  the  insidious 
that  causes  hard  starting  now  and 
and  maybe  a  bump  start  occasiot 
when  all  else  fails.  It  also  causes  freq 
plug  changing,  as  the  owner  learns  to 
the  problem  the  parts-counter  way. 

My  theory  goes  like  this:  A  cycle  w 
really  hot  spark  can  fire  the  mixture  e\ 
a  bit  of  whiskering  is  present.  The 
bination  of  ignited  fuel  plus  fat.  hot  s 
will  burn  off  a  thin  whisker  before  it 
chance  to  grow  to  power-sapping  mat 
But  a  weak  spark  fritters  itself  awj 
leaking  through  the  whisker  and  in  th 
is  unable  to  create  the  self-cleaning  ; 
tion  described  above. 

Under  some  circumstances,  the  ci 
obviously  to  track  down  the  reason  fc 
weak  spark  and  fix  it.  That's  fine 
you're  at  home  on  Saturday  with  the  \ 
day  free  and  the  neighborhood  sho| 
its  fancy  diagnostic  equipment  just 
the  street.  Or  when  you've  manag 
straggle  home  in  10-mile  hops  and  j 
ready  not  to  have  the  problem  again 
When  life  arranges  itself  this  t 


The  'magneto  tester'  in  use.  Bump  starting  will  often  be  required,  but  once  started,  badly 
fouled  or  whiskered  plugs  will  usually  function  long  enough  to  get  a  rider  out  of  the  boonies. 


Whiskering  can  strike  one  out  of  two 
identical  models  of  motorcycles  and  not 
the  other,  even  though  they  are  using  the 
same  gas,  oil,  and  spark  plug.  There  are 
many  theories  about  the  cause.  I've  heard 
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it  blamed  on  improper  oil,  bum  gasoline, 
wrong  temperature  range  plug,  worn  rings, 
engine  run  too  hot  and  engine  operated 
too  cold  .  .  .  you  name  it. 

But  after  an  exhaustive  amount  of  expe- 


SUZUKI 

1511 


When  you  tune  ityoupelf 
make  sure  you  do  it  right. 

With  an  ND  Tune  Up  Kit  for  ND  now  nnakes  kits  for  91 

Suzuki.  Suzuki  models.  If  your  dealer 

Along  with  points  and  conden-  doesn't  have  them,  tell  him  he 

sers,  it  includes  the  great  Hot  "U"  should, 
plug.  Which  practically  Because  anything  worth 

guarantees  super  performance.  doing  is  worth  doing  right. 

Nippoiidiinso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  230th  Street 
Carson.  Calilorma  90745 


be  able  to  fix  bikes  that  way.  Mean- 
e,  we  need  a  way  to  make  this  weak 
k  and  semi-fouled  or  bridged  plug 
:  at  least  well  enough  to  sputter  back 
vilization. 

y  cure  began  when  I  remembered  that 
3ld-time  mechanics,  back  in  the  days 
immy  oil  and  before  spark  plug  man- 
turing  had  become  a  science,  used  to 
he  high-tension  lead  in  two  and  tape  it 
;  together  with  a  slight  gap,  say  1/16 
r  so.  This  way  the  spark  would  have  a 
ice  to  build  up  to  the  point  where  it 
Id  suddenly  leap  the  extra  gap.  and 
use  of  the  instantaneous  high  voltage, 
fire  across  the  spark  plug  points, 
le  first  time  I  put  the  trick  to  the  test 
on  a  Matador  between  Villa  (now 
lad)  Constution  and  La  Paz,  where 

the  jack  rabbits  have  to  carry  rations, 
jeen  fouling  plugs  about  every  8-10 
s,  and  it  soon  became  obvious  that  at 
current  rate  I  wasn't  going  to  make 
I  for  about  10  hours.  And  it  was  getting 
g  toward  dusk  already. 
)  as  a  last  resort  I  cut  a  Bic  pen  in  half, 
the  spark  plug  lead  ditto,  and  used  the 
:s  of  pen  as  a  sort  of  splint  to  hold  the 
spacing.  After  tightly  wrapping  the 
le  schmeer  with  black  electrical  tape  I 
he  lead  back  on  the  plug.  Because  this 
ador  was  extremely  weak  in  the  igni- 

department  under  ideal  circum- 
ces  I  didn't  even  try  to  kickstart. 
:ad  I  turned  it  around  and  ran  it  as  far 
could  up  a  little  hill,  then  turned  it 
nd  and  bumped  it  hard  as  I  could.  The 

fired  immediately  and  didn't  make 
her  bobble  until  we  pulled  up  in  front 
e  Hotel  Praco.  In  fact,  the  gapped  and 
d  spark  plug  lead  was  working  so  well 
1  it  another  1 1  miles  without  a  plug 
ige,  with  every  start  a  bump  start,  of 
se. 

nee  that  day  in  Baja  many  years  ago 
had  occasion  to  use  the  gapped-lead 
several  times,  always  as  a  last-ditch 
:dy,  and  it  has  yet  to  let  me  down, 
lere's  also  a  pre-trip  solution;  if  you 
k  you  might  get  whiskered  some  time 
don't  yet  have  a  weak  spark  to  fix, 
e's  a  gadget  you  can  make  and  stow 
/  for  the  future. 

his  trick  began  as  something  else. 
;n  I  wanted  a  handy  means  of  limiting 
age  on  snap-action  magnetos,  I  sol- 
d  a  battery  clip  onto  one  of  the  flats  of 
Id  plug  lying  around  the  place.  (We  all 
ly  have  at  least  one  of  those.)  Later  it 
:k  me  that  this  modified  plug  could 
ime  a  built-in  gap  in  the  high-tension 
just  like  the  gap  you  get  when  you  cut 
line  and  splice  the  two  ends  slightly 
t. 

mple.  Pop  the  spark  plug  lead  onto  the 
iary  plug,  then  snap  the  soldered  clip 

the  plug  in  the  engine.  You  have  in 
t  two  plugs  wired  in  series,  and  you've 
the  extra  gap  needed  to  build  the 
ge  to  work  despite  the  whisker.  Looks 
y  but  it's  a  helluva  lot  more  conve- 

than  the  tape-and-splice  technique.B 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U  S.A_ 


mOTORCYClC 


jiK4  IiTiTM 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 
Ch.c*go  C«mp«»  3M0  North  Hsliled  Stre*i  Chic»go  lllinot*  6065/  ]l2-9?9  07ri 
Florida  Cwnpu*  13700  N  W  1 9th  Ave   B«y  14  Utsmi  Florida  330S4  30&  68S  646« 


Name 


Age 


For  Information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

□  I  am  a  veteran. 
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Lackey  joins  Kawasaki;  1979  MX  Teams; 
New  Kawasaki  750  Four  for  Daytona? 


Brad  Lackey  in  action  in  Sweden.  He  and 
Mikkola  dominated  1978. 


LACKEY  DOES  IT 
ad  Brad  Lackey  has  signed  a  two-year 
contract  with  Kawasaki  to  compete  in 
the  500cc  World  Championship  Motocross 
Grands  Prix.  Lackey.  26.  finished  the  1978 
season  second  in  World  Championship 
standings,  behind  only  defending  cham- 
pion Heikki  Mikkola.  Lackey's  season 
finish  was  the  best  ever  recorded  by  an 
American.  More  impressive  is  the  fact  that 
during  the  races  Lackey  was  the  only  man 
consistently  capable  of  running  with  Mik- 
kola. the  pair  usually  running  away  and 
leaving  the  pack  far  behind  while  they 
engaged  in  wheel-to-wheel  combat.  Lack- 
ey, who  checked  out  a  prototype  open-class 
Kawasaki  before  signing,  is  confident  that 
he  can  win  the  World  Championship  for 
the  Big  K. 


Unhappy  over  a  lack  of  PR  support,  La< 
left  Honda  for  Kawasaki. 


Team  Kawasaki:  Mickey  Boone  earns  a  full 
factory  ride  with  the  Green  Meanies. 


The  AMA  has  discarded  homologation 
and  claiming  rules  for  750.  250  Expert 
and  250  Novice  road  racing  classes  effec- 
tive for  the  1979  season.  1978  rules  re- 
quired that  manufacturers  offer  25  ma- 
chines for  sale  before  a  particular  model 
could  be  raced  in  AMA  events,  and  al- 
lowed competitors  to  buy.  or  "claim."  an- 
other rider's  machine  in  an  event  for  a  set 
price.  Because  of  the  rule  changes,  one-off 


NEW  FACES  DRESSED  IN 
GREEN 

Meanwhile,  on  the  domestic  motocross 
scene.  Tommy  Croft  (ex  of  Team 
Honda)  has  joined  Gaylon  Mosier  in  Team 
Kawasaki's  500cc  motocross  effort.  Jam- 
min'  Jimmy  Welnert  will  be  backed  up  by 
Mickey  Boone^a  Kawasaki  support  rider 
for  most  of  1978— in  the  250cc  class:  and 
Jeff  Ward,  17.  (formerly  of  Team  Yamaha) 
and  newcomer  Chappy  Blose  will  compete 
with  125s.  Blose.  17.  of  Phoenix.  Arizona, 
was  1978  AMA  125cc  Amateur  Champion. 
His  new  ride  with  Kawasaki  will  mark  his 
first  professional  season. 


HOMOLOGATION  AND 
CLAIMING  RULES  DISCARDED 

prototypes  and  exotic  racebikes  will  be 
eligible  to  race  in  the  named  classes. 
Changes  to  the  restrictor  rule  will  allow 
unrestricted  500cc  two-stroke.s— like  Suzu- 
ki's square  Four— to  run  against  restricted 
501-750cc  two-strokes  and  unrestricted 
750cc  four-strokes.  The  AMA  rejected  a 
proposal  that  would  have  allowed  unre- 
stricted 1025cc  four-strokes  to  compete  in 
the  750  class,  due  to  uncertainty  that  tires 


Team  Kawasaki:  The  Jammer,  Jimmy 
nert,  a  seasoned  vet  with  a  quick  tor 
and  a  truckload  of  racetrack  savv^ 
covered  from  1977  injuries. 


j 

mounted  on  the  heavier  four-sti 
would  last  the  full  200  miles  at  Day 
However,  the  Superbike  Production 
Daytona  this  year  will  be  a  full  100  i| 
or  twice  as  long  as  previous  Supe 
races,  and  tire-wear  information  w| 
evaluated  for  use  in  further  discussic 
the  I025cc  four-stroke  proposals. 
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STRICTED  JUNIOR  DIRT 
TRACKERS 

V  AMA  rules  will  restrict  carburetor 
ze  on  all  Junior-class  dirt  track  ma- 
.  Measured  at  the  smallest  point  in 
nturi,  carburetors  on  all  50l-750cc 
nes  cannot  be  larger  than  28mmi, 
less  of  carburetor  brand  or  nominal 
rhe  rule  will  be  enforced  at  tech 
tion  before  races.  There  will  be  no 
[ion  on  carburetor  size  for  335-500cc 
nes. 


lEHEAD  EARNS  A  HARLEY- 
DAVIDSON 

ve  Morehead.  who  won  one  national 
id  finished  seventh  in  1978  Camel 
jries  points,  has  earned  himself  a 
/  Harlev-David.son  ride.  Morehead 
fay  Springsteen  on  the  works  team. 
Keener  will  be  backed  by  Harley- 
ion.  but  won't  have  a  team  mechanic 
'9.  Ted  Boody  will  be  provided  with 
tnd  parts,  but  won't  be  an  official 
er  of  the  team. 


Team  Suzuki:  Danny  LaPorte  a  two-year 
Team  Suzuki  racer  with  a  style  that  reminds 
observers  of  Roger  DeCoster  Without  num- 
berplates,  telling  the  two  apart  is  difficult. 


TEAM  SUZUKI  REORGANIZED 

Suzuki's  racing  team  for  U.S.  moto- 
cross  events  has  added  two  talented 
former  privateers  to  its  roster.  Scott  Gill- 
man,  who  amazed  the  masses  by  leading 
Yamaha's  Bob  Hannah  during  much  of  the 
motocross  portion  of  the  Motorcycle 
Olympiad,  joins  Suzuki  veteran  Danny 
LaPbrte  in  the  SOOcc  class.  Darrell  Shultz 
made  a  name  for  himself  as  a  privateer  in 
the  1978  Nationals  and  earned  a  Maico 
ride  for  the  Trans-AMA  series.  Shultz  won 
the  final  Trans-AMA  event-at  Sears 
Point— and  found  himself  being  courted  by 
both  Kawasaki  and  Suzuki.  He  signed  with 
Suzuki  and  will  ride  a  250  along  with 
former  SOOcc  National  Champion  Kent 
Howerton.  Brian  Myerscough  and  Mark 
Bamett  will  ride  125s.  Long-time  Team 
Suzuki  member  and  three-time  AMA 
250cc  National  Champion  Tony  DiStefano 
is  no  longer  part  of  the  Suzuki  racing 
effort. 


HONDA  KNOWS  WHO,  BUT  NOT  WHICH 


Tripes  (27)  was  the  only  Team  Honda  member  who  could  lead  Hannah  (1)  In  1978. 
hopes  Tripes  will  do  more  of  the  same— and  win,  too— in  1979. 


im  Honda's  motocross  team  for  1979 
ill  consist  of  Steve  Wise,  Warren 
Jimmy  Ellis,  Marty  Tripes,  Marty 
and  i.iiry  Semics  (formerly  of  Can- 
Hut  while  they  know  who  they've  got. 


Honda  representatives  couldn't  tell  us 
\\  hich  classes  the  respective  team  members 
would  ride,  and  said  that  they  would  have 
a  belter  idea  in  about  a  month.  Long  gone 
from  the  red  machines  are  Brad  Lackey, 


Team  Honda:  Marty  Tripes  back  for  more. 

who  signed  with  Kawasaki,  and  Jim 
Pomeroy,  who  at  this  writing  hasn't  signed 
with  anyone  or  anything. 


ionda:  Jimmy  "Captain  Cobalt"  Ellis, 
cticut  Yankee  gone  Japanese. 


Team  Honda:  Marty  Smith,  reputed  to  be  the 
highest-paid  American  motocrosser 


Team  Honda:  Warren  "Reed  Valve"  Reid, 
related  to  Yamaha  s  Mike  Bell,  hungry  for  a 
championship. 
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SAME  FACES,  NEW  YEAR 


Since  I'eam  Yamaha  cleaned  house  in 
1978  motocross.  it  should  come  as  no 
surprise  that  the  1979  version  of  the  team 
will  include  several  familiar  faces.  250cc 
National.  Supercross  and  Trans-AMA 
Champion  Bob  Hannah:  125cc  National 


Champion  Broc  Glover;  500cc  National 
Champion  Rick  Burgett;  Superbowl  of 
Motocross  winner  Mike  Bell;  and  50()cc 
National  and  Trans-AMA  Series  runner- 
up  Rex  Staten  w  ill  all  ride  Yamahas  again 
in  1979.  Former  500cc  National  Champion 


Pierre  Karsmarkers  won  t  be  a  races 
member,  but  may  have  a  researcH: 
development  contract  with  >amalTl 
1979.  Jeff  Ward,  w  ho  enjoyed  Imiitea; 
port  from  Yamaha  in  1978,  defected 
full  works  ride  with  Kawasaki. 


Bob  Hannah.  Yamaha  's  neutron  bomb,  devastated  the  competition  while  leaving  racetracks  and  stadiums  standing.  He  is  the  target  \ 
passing  him  is  the  goal  for  everybody  else. 


Team  Yamaha:  1 7-year-old  Broc  Glover  won  his  second  125cc  title  and  attracted 
young  girls. 


Team  Yamaha:  Rick  Burgett.  newly  serious,  newly-crowned  SOOcc  Champion. 


ciinliinii  J  oil  j; 
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Make  t  Model 


bsiM 


OFF-ROAD 

Suspension  Curb  Weight  Weight  bias,  Transmissioo, 

Claimed             Travel  (w/hati-tank  Front/Rear,  number  of 

Horsepoawr      Front/Rear,  in.       fuel),  lb.  percent  speeds 


itaco  Alpinu  330 

R  7ft 

O-  /o 

0  1  A 
Z 1 .0 

A  7  /A  A 
0.  / /O.O 

7'?0 

-> 

Itaco  Pursang  370 

ft  77 

I.J  r 

11') 

c 

J 

n-Am  Qualilier  175 

7  7ft 

na 

ft  7  /A  ft 
o.  1  /O.O 

z**  / 

Al  ^ / ^A  ^ 

0 

n  Am  l^Ci  MV  A 

1  7R 

J-  to 

J 1  .J 

0  ft  /O  ft 

7.0/7.0 

n  1 
Z  J  1 

A^  /^^ 

c 

nua  ^  i\Z3ui\ 

A  7ft 
0-  to 

na 

1  I.J/  1  1 

77/1 

Af>.  <  /  ^1  ^ 
**O.J/  J  J.3 

c 

>> 

sqvama  250CR 

2-77 

na 

9.3/9.8 

233 

45.5/54.5 

6 

sqvama  390CR 

3-77 

est.  41 

9.5/10.0 

233 

46.9/53.1 

6 

sqvama  OR390 

1-79 

na 

11.8/11.1 

245 

44/56 

6 

wasaki  KXI25 

7-78 

26.9 

9.0/8.5 

191 

44/56 

6 

wasaki  KX250-A4 

6-78 

40 

9.0/9.3 

220 

44/56 

5 

M  250  MC-5 

11-78 

34 

10.5/9.0 

237 

46.5/53.3 

6 

ico  400WR 

11-77 

43 

9.0/9.0 

256 

47/53 

5 

ico  Magnum  450 

4-78 

48 

10.0/10.0 

238 

47/53 

5 

)ntesa  Cappra  360 

11-78 

na 

10.0/10.7 

243 

46.5/53.3 

4 

>a  SP250 

8-77 

na 

6.9/5.0 

230 

45/55 

5 

•hs  Hercules  GS250 

1-78 

32 

8.5/5.1 

266 

44/56 

7 

?uki  PE175 

9-78 

na 

8.9/9.0 

228 

46.5/53.5 

6 

?uki  DR370 

8-78 

na 

7.3/5.8 

270 

42.5/57.5 

5 

'Mk\  RM250-C2 

6-78 

na 

9.8/10 

234 

45.5/54.5 

5 

'Mki  RM400N 

2-79 

na 

11.2/11.8 

236 

46.6/53.4 

5 

Tiaha  ITI75D 

7-77 

na 

7.7/7.3 

236 

46/54 

6 

Tiaha  IT250F 

2-79 

na 

9.1/8.1 

258 

44/56 

6 

Tiaha  YZ250E 

6-78 

na 

9.9/9.6 

228 

46.5/53.5 

6 

Tiaha  YZ400D 

3-77 

41.3 

8.25/8.5 

237 

43.5/56.5  est. 

5 

STREET 


Make  t  Model 


IW  R65 
IW  R80/7 
IW  RIOOS 
cati  500 

cati  Darmah  900 
rley-Davidson  Sportster 
nda  CB650 
nda  CB750K 
nda  CBX 
nda  CX500 
nda  GLIOOO 
nda  XL250S 
wasaki  KL250 
wa.saki  KZ400 
wasaki  KZ650SR 
wasaki  KZ750 
wasaki  KZIOOO 
/erda  Zeta  500 
/erda  Jota  1200 
^uki  GS550C 
tuki  GS750 

uki  GSIOOO 

uki  SP370 

jmph  Bonneville  750 
naha  RD400E 
naha  SR500 
naha  XS750E 
naha  XSllOOSF 
naha  XT500 


Top 

Brakini 

Quarter- 

Speed 

Distance 

Curb  Weight 

Fuel 

after 

from 

(w/halftank 

Consumption 

Issue 

sec 

Vimi. 

Mmph,  ft. 

fuel),  lb. 

mpg 

12-78 

14.31 

104 

123 

455 

45.6 

1-78 

13.72 

107 

125 

486 

41.6 

6-78 

13.03 

112 

126 

487 

39.3 

11-77 

14.92 

95 

132 

433 

44.0 

5-78 

12.98 

111 

134 

500 

41.7 

1-77 

14.22 

113 

156 

508 

50.0 

2-79 

13.29 

1 10 

140 

474 

48.5 

1-79 

12.69 

122 

145 

546 

42.5 

1-79 

11.36 

132 

120 

580 

39.2 

5-78 

13.96 

104 

138 

467 

52.7 

10-78 

13.52 

111 

136 

641 

42.0 

8-78 

16.56 

80 

149 

278 

60.0 

1-78 

17.46 

77 

146 

293 

70.0 

1-79 

15.60 

91 

139 

386 

62.5 

8-78 

13.40 

105 

136 

501 

45.9 

9-78 

14.12 

104 

132 

506 

52.5 

5-78 

12.10 

123 

135 

554 

42.7 

7-78 

14.05 

97 

123 

397 

38.9 

9-78 

12.14 

124 

132 

527 

37.4 

4-78 

13.86 

104 

119 

466 

42.6 

1-77 

12.83 

112 

141 

511 

40.0 

3-78 

11.83 

123 

136 

536 

41.7 

9-78 

15.59 

84 

137 

287 

52.1 

4-78 

13.86 

103 

126 

425 

42.0 

3-78 

14.12 

99 

122 

375 

44.0 

1-78 

15.22 

90 

131 

383 

53.5 

7-78 

12.93 

114 

129 

549 

49.5 

2-79 

12.02 

129 

146 

584 

40.0 

9-78 

15.19 

89 

137 

319 

51.0 

e  test  you're  interested  in  missing  from  your  library?  Back  issues  are  avallatiie  from  Cycle  World  Reader  Service 
1  Fawcett  Place,  Greenwich,  CT.  06830.  Back  issues  are  $1 .50  each,  plus  SO*  per  order  for  postage  and 
fling. 


^  quafty  motorcycle  pitxJucts 


STOP  by  your  nearest  dealer  and  see 
our  complete  line  of  accessories,  from 
sprockets  to  footpegs.  LOOK  and  examine 
them  closely.  For  years  we  at  CIRCLE 
INDUSTRIES  have  maintained  a  high 
standard  of  quality  in  all  we  manufacture. 
Each  product  is  tested  under  rigid  spec- 
ifications, assuring  it's  the  best  available. 
Now  we  skin  package  them  showing  ex- 
actly what  you're  getting,  and  marked 
clearly  for  easy  identification.  So  next 
time  you're  buying  motorcycle  accessories 
—  seek  out  our  new  bright  blue  and  black 
CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  packages.  STOP, 
LOOK  and  BUY  the  BEST! 

Our  new  '77  catalog  with  specs'  and  prices 
on  our  sprockets  and  many  other  products 
is  now  available  for  $1.  Send  for  your 
copy  today! 

r^.CIRCLE 

W  INDUSTRIES 


17901  ARENTH  AVE./DEPT.  CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  OA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 
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S  &  S  Headers' 
New  4  into  1  for  the 
Kawasaki  KZ-650 

Power.  Mileage.  Beauty  for  the  beast.  Now  S&S  makes  it  for 
the  exciting  Kawasaki  KZ-650.  S&S  also  designed  and  manu- 
factured the  special  factory  exhaust  systems  that  set  nine  new  ' 
world  records  for  the  750cc  class  in  the  AMA-FIM  24-hour  endur- 
ance at  Daytona.  In  fact,  all  the  bikes  used  to  break  the  existing 
750cc  records  were  KZ-650s,  equipped  with  the  S&S  ex- 
haust  systems.  ^    ,.  f  >.  -  ..  ^ 

S&S  has  the  ultimate  in  performance  and  style  for  the  most  pop- 
ular Honda,  Kawasaki,  Yamaha,  Suzuki,  BMW,  Norton  and  Harley 
bikes,  usually  in  your  choice  of  turn-out  or  flare  muffler  styles.  Sec 
them  at  your  dealer  today,  or  send  $2.00  for  our  catalog. 


3565  Cadillac  Ave  •  Costa  Mesa.  CA  92626  •  Dept  CW379 

(714)  546-8635 


AMI  TRAINS  OUTBOARD  &  STERN  DRIVE  MECHANICS 


If 


you  are  willing  to  work  hard  for  |  iimie_ 
ten  weeks,  AMI  can  tum  |$mci. 
you  into  a  Certified 


Marine  Mechanic. 


Professional  *■ 
marine  industry 
people  know  we 
turn  out  the  besti 


-  -SEIIOMMCMraMIIOaTO  ^ 

 «t — ^1 

 vl 

 £1 

  I 

fHOUC  I  I  V(T___J 

144S$KYTI00PERII0*D  •  DAYTONA  BEACM.FL.  320M 
tPPIOVED  .  CALL  TOLL  FREE  |a00|874-0MS 
m  VETS     .  m  FLORIDA  CALL  |904|25S  029S 


I  CIIT_ 
I  SHTE. 


Send  in  this  coupon  today  I 
Be  a  Certified  Marine 
Mechank:. 


AMERICAN 

MARINE 

INSTITUTE 
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TEAM  DC  1979 


Cycle  World  test  consultant  Steve  B 
joins  Team  DG  for  1979. 

Bob  Hannah  and  Broc  Glover  t 

started  out  with  DG,  progressing  to  7 
Yamaha  and  national  titles.  That  sp 
well  of  DG,  one  of  the  most  succe 
non-factory  racing  eflforts  and  the  si 
most  successful  source  of  serious  ra 
accessories.  For  1979  Team  DG's  lit 
includes  John  Savitski  and  CY« 
WORLD  test  consultant  Steve  Baue 
250  Yamahas;  Gary  Dircks,  Paul  Mu 
and  Chris  Heisser  on  Suzuki  RMI 
Willie  Simons  and  Greg  Toyama  on  Y^ 
Yamahas;  and  Ted  Brady  on  a  Su 
RM80.  One  wonders  how  many  A 
champions  are  included  in  the  list. 


CECOTTO  WINS  AT  SUGG 
ROBERTS  RUNS  OUT  OF  Til 

Formula  750  World  Cham 


ew 


■  ^Johnny  Cecotto  won  an  internal 
invitational  road  racer  at  Sugo.  a  Ya? 
recreational  facility  and  racetrack i 
Sendai.  Japan.  Kenny  Roberts  was  se 
to  I.  Takai  in  the  first  leg  of  the  d 
ahead  of  Cecotto.  Christian  Sarro, 
Ueno,  R.  Mohri,  Australian  Warren ' 
ing  and  American  David  Emde.  Ro| 
supply  of  Goodyear  tires  had  been  he 
in  Japanese  Customs  and  didn't  maki 
the  track.  Kenny  used  up  his  one  nej 
during  the  first  leg,  so  started  the  s« 
segment  on  u.sed  tires  rather  thar 
another  and  pitted  after  several  sli] 
laps.  Cecotto  won  the  second  leg,  ah( 
Sadeo  Asami,  Sarron,  Ueno.  Mohri, 
ing.  and  M.  Mizutani  with  Emde 
Cecotto  won  overall,  followed  by  S 
Ueno.  Mohri.  Takai.  Asami.  Wi 
Roberts.  Mizutani  and  Emde.  Skif 
land  traveled  to  Japan  for  the  rac 
went  home  when  he  found  that  th 
provided  by  Arai  Helmets  for  his  u; 
"no  good."  w  ith  no  hope  of  making  i 
before  the  race. 
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Photo  by  Rof 


when  you  know  how  they're  built 
you  know  whkh  plug  to  buy. 


Yamaha  is  proud  of  their  engineering.  If  you  own  a 
Yamaha,  maybe  that's  why  you  bought  it. 

That's  certainly  why  you'd  appreciate  the  Hot  "U." 

ND  spent  three  years  developing  this  remarkable 
plug.  (The  patented  groove  in  the  ground  electrode 
was  l-shaped  and  pie-shaped  before  it  was 
U-shaped.)  We  were  looking  for  a  plug  that  fires 
better,  as  a  way  of  controlling  emissions.  When  we 
found  it,  we  also  found  a  plug  that  delivers  incredi- 


ble performance:  Faster  starting,  better  mileage,  better 
acceleration,  less  fouling,  longer  plug  life.  And  more. 

The  Hot  "U"  performs  so  well,  in  fact,  that  it's  now 
used  as  original  equipment  by  Honda,  Kawasaki 
and  Suzuki,  as  well  as  being  available  for  almost  all 
Yamaha  models. 

So  if  you  have  a  Yamaha,  go  see  your  dealer  and 
get  a  set  of  Hot  "U"  plugs  for  your  bike. 

It's  a  sure  sign  you  know  how  things  ore  built. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it. Then  we  patented  it. 
(Patent  No.  3,970,885.) 


HOT  "M" 

Nippondenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  230th  Street 
Carson,  California  90745 


iial 


We  welcome  your  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think  are  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  volunu 
of  mail  received,  we  cannot  return  any  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  keep  them  a. 
brief  as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "Service,"  C\ CLE  WORLD.  1499  Monrovia  Ave.,  Newport  Beach,  Calif  92663. 


HIDDEN  SHIFT 

About  the  October,  1978  CYCLE 
WORLD  article  by  Dain  Gingerelli,  "Shift 
Detent,"  I  have  the  problem.  Now  give  me 
the  answer.  How  do  I  find  it  on  a  1976 
Honda  CB550F? 

John  Kealoha 
Lahaina,  Hawaii 

It's  behind  the  clutch.  You'll  have  to 
remove  the  clutch  cover  and  clutch  to  get  to 
it. 

GETTING  THE  LEAD  OUT 

Recently  I  have  been  hearing  that  by 
Oct.  1,  1979  the  amount  of  lead  allowable 
in  gas  will  be  drastically  reduced.  The  net 
effect  of  this  will  be  that  there  will  no 
longer  be  any  premium  gas.  excluding 
Amoco  unleaded  premium  which  some 
bikes  will  not  tolerate.  I  am.  for  better  or 
worse,  a  Ducati  enthusiast  and  as  you  are 
no  doubt  aware,  Ducatis  as  well  as  most 
other  Euix>pean  bikes  still  require  leaded 
premium  gas.  Are  these  manufacturers 


making  plans  to  convert  their  bikes  over  to 
low  or  unleaded  gas  in  the  near  future? 

I  realize  that  modifications  can  be  made 
to  permit  the  use  of  low  or  unleaded  gas 
but  this  is  usually  at  the  expense  of  perfor- 
mance and  a  certain  outlay  in  cash. 

Ken  Richter 
Topeka.  Kansas 
You're  right  about  the  amount  of  lead 
decreasing  in  premium  gasoline.  However,  a 
number  of  oil  companies  have  plans  to 
introduce  unleaded  premium  gas,  similar  to 
Amoco  premium.  It's  still  possible  to  pro- 
duce a  low-lead  premium  with  other  addi- 
tives to  increase  the  octane  rating.  At  this 
time  it  isn't  known  whether  any  oil  com- 
panies will  introduce  a  low-lead  premium. 
Whether  a  Ducati  or  other  high  compres- 
sion motorcycle  can  operate  satisfactorily 
on  a  low-lead  or  no-lead  premium  is,  at  this 
time,  an  unanswerable  question.  Even  if  the 
octane  rating  of  an  unleaded  gas  is  high 
enough  to  avoid  preignition,  the  lack  of  lead 
in  gasoline  could  contribute  to  shorter  valve 
life. 


In  general,  it  is  possible  to  increase 
thickness  of  the  cylinder  base  gasket 
motorcycle  enough  to  lower  compressio 
that  low  octane  gasoline  can  be  u.^ed.  Bi 
offers  low  compression  models  in  Eurof 
markets  which  use  the  thicker  gaskets, 
performance  does  suffer  The  same  mo 
cations  can  be  made  to  motorcycles  o 
than  BMWs. 

According  to  Seth  Dorfler  at  Ben 
Motor  Corp.,  the  Ducati  factory  is  awai 
the  impending  changes  in  gasoline  an 
working  on  changes.  Dorfler  said  there  i. 
date  set  for  a  changeover,  however 

Although  the  usual  route  to  making  a 
octane  engine  is  to  lower  compress, 
there's  more  to  it  than  that.  Witness 
Honda  CX500  which  has  a  10  to  I  comp 
sion  ratio  and  runs  fine  on  unleaded 
Cam  timing,  combustion  chamber  sh 
and  ignition  timing  all  play  a  part  in 
design. 

For  those  who  demand  the  power  of a  / 
compression  engine,  there  are  alternati 
continued  on  page 
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I  AT  LAST!  A  COMPLETE 
I    TIRE  GUIDE  &  CATALOG 

I 


0.8.  CYCLE  TIBE 

GDIDE  a  CATALOO 

1978 


WITH  FACTS  ON 
MOUNTING    •  BALANCING 
RATINGS       •  TIRE  CARE 
DESIGN  &  CONSTRUCTION 
ACTUAL  MEASURED  SIZES 

THE  MOST  COMPLETE  SELECTION 
OF  MOTORCYCLE  TIRES  IN  U.S. 
CALL  OR  SEND  FOR  FREE 
TIRE  GUIDE  a  CATALOG 

CALL  TOLL-FREE 

800-521-4350 

IN  MICH.  CALL  313-334-2070 

US.  CYCLE  TIRE 


OEPTW39  BOX  659  'PONTIAC,  Ml  48056 


NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

STATE  ZIP_ 


.J 


YOSHIMURA 
TEAM  JACKET 


JACKET  39.95 

Small  &  Large 

T-SHIRT  6.00 

S,  M,  L  &  XL 

Calif,  residents  add  6%  tax 


RESEARCH  aOeVELOPMENT  Of  AMERICA  tNC 


CARBSm 

MERCURY  CARB  SYNCHR0NI2 


The  most  accurate  and  convenient  tc 
carb-synchronizer  available. 


1995 

ipaiemed)  of 


with 
adap 

supplied 
CARB  ST  IX 
be  used  or 
of  the  follow 


•  Kawasaki— all  four  strokes 

•  Honda— all  fours  and  360, 200  twins 

•  BMW— all  /6's,  /7's  and  S  Models 

•  Yamaha— XS750, 650, 500,  360 

•  Suzuki-GT-750, 550,  380 

•  MotoGuzzI— Laverda— Benelli 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  ba 
SEND  CASH.  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER 

PASER  INSTRUMENTATION,  INC 
4913  W.  Avalon  Dr.,  Phoenix,  Arizona  85C 
or  call  602-272-5444 
Dealer  inquiries  Invited 
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When  you  tune  it  yourself 
make  sure  you  do  it  right. 

With  an  ND  Tune  Up  Kit  for  ND  now  mokes  kits  for  90 

Yamaha.  Yamaha  models.  If  your  dealer 

Along  with  points  and  conden-  doesn't  have  them,  tell  him  he 

sers,  it  includes  the  great  Hot  "U"  should, 
plug.  Which  practically  Because  anything  worth 

guarantees  super  performance.  doing  is  worth  doing  right. 


Nippoiiilenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  230th  Street 
Carson.  Cahlornia  90745  i 


MX  FOX  GOES  FOR  IT 

olocross  Fox.  historicaliy  a  spring- 
board for  factoPN  rides,  w  ill  sponsion 
racers  during  1*^79.  Donnie  Can- 
pi.  17.  of  Stockton.  Calilbrnia  will 
aign  a  Yamaha  co-sponsored  by  MX 
ind  Yamaha  Motors  Corp..  U.S.  in 
,  I25cc  Nationals.  Larry  Wosick,  16. 
n  Jose  will  ride  a  CR25()R  in  AMA 

Nationals  and  the  Florida  Winter 
V  Wosick  earned  the  CMC  2^  I  plate 
Jorthern  California  in  1978.  Randy 
hbaum,  18.  ol' Kansas  w  ill  ride  a  \  o\ 
<\  in  5UUcc  Nationals.  M.X  Fox  will 
sponsor  a  CR250R  Honda  for  Jim 
er,  the  1978  Canadian  Motorcycle 

(CM A)  250  National  Champion,  in 
979  250CC  World  Championship  Se- 
.\hich  is  held  mostiv  in  Fiirope. 


•YLE  DOUBTS  NEW  GREEN 
MEANIES 


Baldwin  hoped  for  a  new  750  Four 
saki  for  Daytona. 

}\i\\c  Doyle,  the  Kawasaki  Australia 
iiaslermind  and  tuner  hehinti  World 
npionship  contender  Gregg  Hans- 
doubts  that  Kawasaki  w  ill  have  a  new 
cvlinder  reads  for  Davtona.  Accord- 
o  Do\ic.  all  work  on  the  new  twti- 
;  750  halted  in  October.  1978.  and 
ably  won't  be  resumed.  Kawasaki 
irs  Corp..  ihc  U.S.  distributor,  has 
hat  Mike  Baldwin  might  have  one  of 
ew  bikes  at  Daytona.  1979.  But  w  hile 
E  doesn't  think  that  a  new  Four  w  ill  be 
.  he  believes  that  he  can  make  a  three- 
der  KR75()  competiti\e  now  that  I  or- 
750  and  AMA  750  homologation 
have  been  dropped.  With  the  new 
rules  allowing  one-oIVs  without  re- 
ig  that  25  copies  be  made  available  to 
racers.  Kawasaki  can  cast  up  a  few 
more  efficient  cylinders  for  the 
>().  Look  for  Hansford  and  Doyle  to 
ismess  at  750cc  races  this  vear  ^ 


BOOTS 


Spt'cidily  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider, 
crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  for  Crawford  House 
NOT  SOLD  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  heiDht:  roomy  tquire  toe 

•  Harness  strap  with  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  leather  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  ScuH  resrstant  leather  toe  cap 

•  Special  reinforced  steel  shank 
under  arch 

•  Deep  cleated  VIBRAM=^  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand 
stained  brown  cowhide  with  black 
toe  cap 

•  Sizes  6  thru  14;  widths  B,  0,  E.  EE 


$79.50  per  pair  plus 
S3. 00  sliipping. 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  INC. 

Dept.  C61    P.O.  Bo«  468  Brockton.  IVIass.  02403^ 


f Please  send 
Sl^e  
le 
Or 


.  pairs  of  FRYE  Bike  Boots 
 Color  


I  enclose  S. 


,  □  Check     □  Money  Order 


1 


Or,cfiargemv   [']  BankAmencard  []  Master  Charge 


Bank  No 
IM/C) 

Nanne  

Address  _ 


E  xp. 
Date 


City,  State.  Zip  . 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


LEANN  IT  ALL  . 


TURN 
PRO!« 


l.carn  it  all  —  the  Professional  way. 
with  NTI  Industry  Training  Systems. 
NT!  is  a  professional  vocational  in 
stitiition  dedicated  to  biiildiny  super 
talent  in  motorcycle  mechanics 
and  related  fields. 


Approvtd  fof  Valvrant 

Call:  (301)  277-2286 
An  Accredited  Institution 


NATIOIML  TECHNICAL  INSTITUn 

4810  Calvert  Road  College  Park  f^^aryland 
NAME   


ADDRESS  

STATE  

ACC    PHONE  . 


□  MAMIEO    aSINClt  □lAMAVFTEKAN 


Dy  John  Ulrich 


MARCH  1979/183 
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*  THEVIimiES 
OF  BEING  SINGLE 


If  you're  of  the  purist 
belief  that  the  sim- 
pler a  bike  is,  the 
better  it  is— or,  if 
you're  just  plain 
tired  of  some  of  the 
hulking,  hopped- 
up  overachievers 
that  populate  the  streets  today— 
the  SR500  should  come  as  a 
welcomed  breath  of  fresh  air 

It  doesn't  have  six 
cylinders.  It  doesn't  even 
have  two. 

Like  the  timeless  big 
bore  classics  that  ruled  the 
streets  in  the  '50s,  the  SR500 
has  one  single  cylinder.  And 
one  lone,  long-stroking  piston 
to  hammer  out  plenty  of  power, 
plus  enough  low-end  torque  to 
make  shifting  optional  at  certain 
speeds. 

Because  of  its  engine  con- 
figuration, the  SR500  is  also 


Them  Us 

slimmer  than  any  other  full-sized 
motorcycle,  measuring  less  than 
10  inches  side  to  side. 

Thcit,  coupled  with  incredibly 
light  weight,  makes  the  SR500 


a  dream  to  handle.  And  its  over- 
all simplicity  makes  it  a  cinch  to 
maintain. 

Beyond  which,  Yamaha's 
innovative  engineering  has  made 
the  SR500  as  timely  as  it  is 
timeless. 

We  perfected  a  compression 
release  lever  and  piston  position 
indicator  that  make  kick  starting 
our  machine  quick  and  easy. 
Something  that  couldn't  be 
said  for  its 
illustrious 
ancestors. 
The  fuel  tank 
has  a  vacuum- 
operated  petcock 
that  lets  fuel  flow  only 
when  there's  negative 
engine  pressure.  So  you  never 
have  to  touch  a  fuel  fitting. 

We  also  gave  the  SR500 
maintenance  and  adjust- 
ment-free Capacitor  Dis- 
charge Ignition.  Oil-in-the- frame, 
dry  sump  lubrication.  Front 
and  rear  disc  brakes.  Seven- 
spoke  cast  alloy  wheels  with  flat 
black  trim.  Full  instrumentation 
including  self-cancelling  turn 
signals.  And  a  large,  seven-inch 
sealed-beam  headlight. 

The  SR500  single.  Of  all  the 
500cc  motorcycles  on  the  street 
today,  no  other  has  engineering 
so  beautifully  simple. 

Or  performance  so  simply 
beautiful. 


Pull  hi  the  compression  la 
turn  the  engine  over  untih' 
you  can  see  the  silver  mah 
in  the  piston  indicator  wt\ 
then  kick  ivith  confidence)^ 

Easily  adjustable  5-position 
rearsh(x:ks. 


Front  and  recK. 
cast  alloy  whe^ 
and  disc  brakt"^ 


When  yon  know  how  they're  built 


CompldcinstnoncHtatim 
includes  central  ignition 
switch/ M  lock. 


Large  sealed-beam 
headlight  is  seven 
inches  in  diameter. 


Telescopic  front 
forks  are  acutely 
responsive. 


all-hall-and-roUcr-bcanng 
r,  single-cylinder  engine 
■s  out  tremendous  amounts  of 
ue.  CDl  ignition  makes  it 
to  maintain. 


BLACK  MAX.  MERCURY'S 
MIGHTIEST  MACHINES. 


Black  Max.'  The  maximum 
Mercury"  outboards. 

Thunderous  V-6  power, 
engineered  for  offshore  fishing 
craft,  cruisers  and  high- 
performance  ski  and  bass  rigs. 

Nearly  10  years  in  develop- 
ment, Black  Max  represents 
the  highest  state  of  outboard 
design  technology. 

BlackMax  is  mean  and  lean. 
The  compact  60"^  V-6  design 
delivers  big  speed  and  power 


without  unnecessary  bulk  and 
weight.  And  high-efficiency  loop- 
charged  fuel  induction  produces 
greater  fuel  economy  than  other 
engines  in  this  horsepower  range 

Black  Max  starts  fast  with 
40,000  volt,  solid  state  Thunder- 
bolt' CD  sealed  ignition 

Mercury  has  engineered  the 
Black  Max  to  be  the  most  i 
efficient,  trouble-free  JOUpp 
and  maintenance-free  IS^SIm 
outboards  ever  built.      a  c!nurj:,v, 


A  BI-IUNSWICK  Ct>MPAr 


The  need  for  tune-ups  has  been 
virtually  eliminated 

And  for  many  years  of  engin' 
life,  every  Black  Max  is  engi- 
neered for  saltwater  service,  fror 
powerhead  to  prop.  The  drive- 
train  is  all  stainless  steel. 
And  special  corrosion-resistant 
alloys  and  coatings  are  used 
^  IQV  I  throughout. 
cytVjU       BlackMax.  In  ever 
Uiiafifl  way,  they're  Mercury'^ 
K  ct>MPANY  mightiest  machines. 


Mi.-tcuty  Marine,  Fond 


WisconsKV,  Canada.  Australia.  Belgium 


V 


apoupy 


lied  from  page  182 

'on  fuel  can  be  purchased  from  many 
airports  and  may  work  better  for  some 
es.  There  also  are  octane  boosters 

can  he  added  to  gasoline  to  raise  the 
ive  octane  rating.  A  nd  there 's  alcohol. 

is  a  fine  fuel.  For  information  about 
ng  alcohol  in  a  bike,  read  "Burn 
'  In  Your  Bike"  in  the  August,  1978 
LE  WORLD. 

KING  BACK 

wn  a  1978  Kawasaki  KZIOOOZIR- 
'reviously  I  had  a  1976  Kawasaki  900 
and  both  bikes  had  the  same  enigma, 
■tain  engine  speeds  the  mirrors  would 
;e.  This  happened  mostly  above  5000 
and  would  render  them  not  only 
IS.  but  the  sound  was  rather  annoy- 

cure  this  problem  I  removed  the 
r  heads  from  their  stalks  and  then 
'ed  the  mirrors  from  the  plastic  caps. 
;  the  caps  are  molded  bosses  which 
irrors  snap  into.  After  cleaning  both 
ips  and  the  mirrors  with  denatured 
1  filled  the  bosses  with  a  3/16  in. 
af  RTV  (silicone  sealer)  and  let  it  set 
-  half  an  hour.  I  replaced  the  mirrors 
caps.  When  remounting  the  mirrors 
he  stalks.  I  placed  a  3/8  in.  rubber  O- 
ver  the  thread  between  the  tightening 
nd  mirror  head.  After  adjusting  the 
rs  and  letting  the  silicone  sealer  cure 
few  hours,  it  was  ready  to  go.  It  has 
d  very  well. 

Douglas  Sebefle 
Bayshore.  N.Y. 

!:d  Tires 

ecently  purchased  a  used  Honda 
OF  equipped  with  the  stock  Bridge- 
tires  that  show  very  little  wear  (fine 
grooves  still  visible).  The  problem 
with  the  loss  of  traction  when  cor- 
g.  This  slipping  occurs  well  in  ad- 
;  of  peg  scraping,  which  seems 
aturc.  In  addition,  your  August  tire 
sue  rates  the  Bridgestone  as  a  "gpod" 
ring  tire.  I've  checked  and  varied  the 
ire  pressures  within  the  limits  Honda 
des  with  worsening  effects.  What 
be  causing  my  premature  tire  slip- 
James  Chin. 
Champaign.  111. 

bit  of  information  you  didn  V  include 
he  year  model  of  vour  motorcycle.  If 
'■es.  as  indicated,  are  original  ec/uip- 
they  could  be  several  years  old.  Even 
ar-oUl  tires  will  have  hardened  some, 
traction.  The  rubber  in  tires  is  af- 
by  age  and  by  chemicals  in  the  air 
can  harden  the  rubber. 
I V  expect  original  equipment  motor- 
ires  to  work  as  well  cornering  as  the 
esied  in  the  CYCLE  WORLD  tiro 


Hella  >  > 


H4  Halogen 
headlamp, . . 
100%  more 
light 


The  first  H4  Halogen 
lamp  designed  specifi- 
cally for  motorcycles. 
Double  the  light  output  of 
conventional  headlamps. 
Replaces  7"  and  5%"  sealed- 
beam  units.  Conversion  takes 
only  a  few  minutes.  $25.14  ea. 

Hella  Dual-Trumpet 
Air  Horn 

Harmoniously  blended  twin- 
tone  horn  kit  for  12V  system. 
$30.00  pr. 

Hella  Halogen 
Driving  Lamps 

Model  155 

Ultra-thin  reflector  case. 
Heavy  gauge,  chrome-plated 
steel  complete  with  cover. 
Ideal  for  motorcycles. 
$36.00  ea. 


Hella  Sports  Mirror 

Streamlined  styling.  Unbreakable,  completely  rustproof  material. 
In  Rally  Black,  Brilliant  Chrome,  Stratochrome.  $21.75  ea. 

Send  $1.00  today  for  color  '78-'79  Hella  Catalogue, 
and  the  name  of  your  nearest  Racemark  dealer. 

Exclusive  U.S.  Importer:  Racemark  International 


P.O.  Box  82-C 
Burnt  Hills,  N  Y.  12027 
Phone  518/399-9106 
Telex:  145-382 


Quality  that  Performs 


HOWMVC 
AND  GO  ^ 
GETS 
YOU  VP?X 

Th»  (our-(tTokr 

*p«claU(Ual  ^^M— 

POWROLL  'JHV 

think  you  jUm j 

le..lh.n  V^y/l 
you  wanl        JU  wLflm 


Wt  rncouragr 
Canadian  dlrprt  aalea 


GET  UP 


^  S«nd  for  our 

/y  new  Peiform- 
/  itnct  Fad  Book 
*r  ''and  Catalogue. 
fc'^jS  «3  poatpald. 

Dlacovet 
•j'^^'^ti  the  exact 
CO"" 

r-        -  ^ponenU 
(or  higheat  per- 
i  formance  ol 

'  your  engine. 


POWHOIX 
'  PEKFOKMANCE 


Inio  nn  votj 


'  PIIODUCT8, 


J.  Oregon  97701 
503/382-639S 


(K>N(>A  •  YAMAHA  •  KAWASAKI  •  SttZlKl 

OWROLL. 


Send  us  this  coupon, 

we'll  send  you 
free  information  on 
your  last  tune-up* 


□  I  want  to  know  more  about  my 
Last  TUnc-Up.  Send  it. 

□  I  already  know  ftie  tacts.  Enclosed 
is  $98  50  •  3  50  Stiipping  ea. 
Calif.  Res.  Odd  6%  Sales  Tax. 

My  bike  Is  n 


i  Address.. 
I    City,  State. 


,  morcti 
cycle 
•  worid 


.Zip. 


ElfCTRONIC  IONS 

K.V.  Products, 
1062  E.  Cypress  St.  Covinq,  Calif.  917241 
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"When  riding  off-road,  I  make  sure 
my  motorcycle  is  equipped  witli  a 
muffler  and  spark  arrester" 


RIDE 
AWARE 


MOTOWCVCUS  INDUBTRV  COUNCII-.IMC. 


188/CYCLE  WORLD 


KAWASAKI . . .  AND  NOW  SUZUKI! 

High  Quality  Accessories 
to  Improve  Your  Motorcycle! 


:ks. 


-«S3  Si) 


5  ^ 


I?  lighter 

'  voii  do  a 

power  of  the 
^X^uki  370  or  Yamaha  500.  If 
speed,  you  'II  simply  need  a  larger 
?,  and  if  you  want  motocross  handling, 
have  to  buy  a  motocross  bike, 
at  the  KL250  will  do  is  provide  fun  off 
ind  reliable  transportation. 


[AHA  XT500  CARBURETORS 

m  considering  a  carb  swap  on  my 

0  Yamaha  but  can't  decide  which 

1  to  use.  Everyone  gives  me  a  different 
:r  about  which  is  best.  I  lean  toward 
I  kit  from  Al  Baker  R«&D  but  my 
r  says  Lectrons  and  Els  are  hard  to 
at  this  altitude.  Also,  would  a  CDI 
5n  be  beneficial? 

Steve  Morgan 
Larkspur,  Colo. 

•  Yamaha  500  4 -stroke  engine  will 
ce  more  horsepower  with  almost  any 

after  market  carburetor  We  have 
36/38mm  Mikunis,  36mm  Lectron, 

EI,  and  a  36mm  Dell'Orto.  All  give 
power  when  properly  tuned.  All  are 
ble  with  the  jetting  close  when  bolted 
ock  engine.  If  other  engine  mods  like 
etc.  have  been  installed,  carburetor 

•  can  be' a  hassle.  The  Lectron  and  EI 
•arhs  are  different  to  tune,  and  may 
e  more  fiddling  before  they  are  spot- 
ning for  your  altitude  shouldn 't  pose  a 
m  with  any  of  them.  A  CDI  ignition 
'iminate  point  maintenance  and  fur- 
hotter  spark. 


•  Luggage  Racks 

•  Back  Rests 

•  Dyne  Guards 

•  Exhaust  Systems 

(4  into  1  and  4  into  2  with 
All-New  Megaphone-Type  Styling 
for  Maximum  Performance 
with  Minimum  Noise). 


All  Items  Available  Now  tor  . 
KZ400-650-750-900-1000 
GS400-550-750-850-1000 


Box  408  Rural  Route  #2  •  Princeton,  Illinois  61356 


GENUINE 

BMW  PARTS 

901^  nCC  CURRENT 

70  DEALER  LIST 

Price  List  upon  request. 
Parts  siiipped  anywiiere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328  Champlaln  Si,  N.W. 
Washington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


TAKE  OUR  PROVEN, 
40  LESSON  HOME 
STUDY  COURSE. 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 

1800)874-0645. 
IN  FLORIDA  CALL 
(904)  255-0295. 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  INSTITUTE 

1445  SKYTROOPER  ROAD-  DAYTONA  BEACH,  FL.  320M 

r—  —  SEND  MORE  INFORMATION  TO  —  —  _  ^ 

!  NAME  AGE. 

j  ADDRESS  

!  CITY  


■5' 


STATE. 


_ZIP. 


■  PHONE  I. 


.VET. 


JOIN  THE  LEADERS  IN  COLORFUL 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Save  money!  Top  quality 
motor  cycle  and  high  speed 
clothing  with  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  clearly 
marked. 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  sp>ecialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stocl<  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jacl<ets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 


To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  (Dept.  CW).  120/122  Great 
Portland  Street,  London,  W1A2DL,  England. 
Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1.00. 

Nanne   

Address  


)n  by  Anne  Peyton 
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COMPLETE  $219.95 


>  Mounting  Bracket 
'  All  Fiberglass 

'  Windshield 

>  Running  Lights 

>  Turn  Signals 

'  Pocket  Covers 
w/Pouch 


•  Pocket  Liner 

•  Lighter 

•  Black.  White.  Silver 

•  Polyurethane  Paint 

•  Decals 

•  9-pin  Wiring 
Harness 


Optional.  3an<e  windshields  as  below  lor  Lee's 
Starr,  same  price 


REPLACEMENT  WINDSHIELDS 
FOR  WINDJAMMER  FAIRINGS' 

Standard  Size  24.95 

Standard  Size  w/Snap  Vents  29.95 

Extra  Tall  Size  2"  27.95 

Extra  Tali  Size  w/Snap  Vents  34.95 

Hand  Savers  29.95 

LowerWindA  Rain  Guards  13.95 

Tee'S 

P.O.  BOX  5882,  TUCSON,  ARIZONA  85703 
WRITE  OR  CALL  (602)  294-5875 


maslei  charge 


CYCLES  &  CARS 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Largest  Parts  and  Accessories 
Warehouse  in  the  Midwest 
Send  $1.50  for  Parts  &  Accessory  Catalog 

Refund  with  purchase  over  $10 

CARR'S  HONDA 

6800  N.Clark 
Chicago,  I L  60626  312-274-7777 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  CLOTHING 

IN  THE  WORLD    The  finest  custom 

made  leathers  for  the 
pleasure  or  sport  rider. 
Factory  direct  only. 
Catalog  available. 

S«id«1.00f«  NEW  CATALOG 
(Refund  on  tint  ordarl 

2443  S.E.  01  VIS  ION,  PORTLAND.  ORE  97202 


TRIUMPH)  & 


Parts.  Mail  Order  Service  Worldwide 

1010  Sunrise  Highway 

Amilyville,  NY  11701  PVPI  CPITVl«-. 
Call  516  842  5771        U  T  ULt  UN  Y  1110. 


SIDECAR 

314/241-9314 


Miner  Cliirgr 
,  OMiti  Inquirin 
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Accessory  House  20 

Advanced  Cycle  Products  166 

Allyn's  Honda /Kawasaki   190 

American  Honda   9,  29,  81-116 

American  M/C  Inst  30,189 

American  Marine  Inst  180 

American  M/C  Mech.  School   175 

Andrews  Products   129 

Bell  Helmets  11 

Blue  Diamond  18 

BMW  Motorcycles  Cover  3 

Bombardier/CanAm  16 

Capital  Cycle  189 

Carr's  Honda   190 

Circle  Industries  179 

Continental  Motospoil  190 

ContinentalTires   170-171 

Crawford  House   183 

Cycle  City  190 

DG  Performance  147 

Fram  Corp  32 

Frank  190 

Arthur  Fulmer  21 

Goodyear   122-123 

Harley-Davidson   78-79,  166-167 

Hl-Q  Products  19 

Honda  of  Mineola   25,  190 

H.T.  Enterprises   28 

Intercontinental  Lubricants  30 

Kawasaki   12-15,158-161 

KV  Products   187 

Lancer  Leathers  18 

Langlitz  Leathers   190 

Lee's  Rider  &  Cycle  Access  190 

D.  Lewis  Ltd  189 

Lockhart  24 

Marlboro  45 

Martek  Products  10 

Maxim  Lock  Co  18 

Mercury  Marine  186 

National  Hydron   26 

National  Tech.  Inst  183 

Newport  Cigarettes  Cover  4 

Nippondenso    127.  129.  131 ,  133 

173.  175.  181,  183 

North  American  School  17 

Norfolk  M/Cs   190 

Number  One  Products  31 

Outrider  175 

Paser  Inst./Carbstix  182 

Powroll  Performance   187 

Racemark  187 

R.  C.  Engineering  27 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Camel   59 

R.  J.  Reynolds/ Real  6 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Winston  125 

Road  Rider  Magazine  190 

Ross-Seeley  Racing  190 

S  &  S  Headers   180 

Side  Car  Restorations   190 

Sport  Spot  190 

Stamford  Kawasaki  133 

Triangle  Supply  190 

U.  S.  Cycle  Tire  182 

U.  S.  Suzuki   22-23,  60-61,  66-69, 

143,  148-149,  154-155 

Vetter  Fairings  35 

Bill  Wirges  Inc  189 

Wiseco  Piston  133 

Wisco  Batteries  70 

Yamaha  Cover  2-5,  50-51,  137-139 

184-185 

Yoshimura  182 


NORF 

MOTORC'f7*^"'JV' 


HONDA  P 


State  Model  No.,  year,  fram 
NEW  80ps  CATALOG 

iSl  50  hv  Air  Mai.  anywhere  in  tne  * 


HONDA  of  Mil 

336  Jericho  Tpke  .  Mill 


Road  Rider  mai 

fop  the  tourinq  mofopcijclisi 

$15  for  12  issues,  or  $l.bO 
for  sample  copy  to:  RR, 
P.O.  Box  678,  Dept.  W, 

South  Laquna,  CA  02677 


ROS&SEELEY  RAaNG  CO 

Road  racing  and  cafe  racing  equipnrtent  for 
discerning  rider  desiring  the  best  available  R 
sets,  clip  ons.  fairings.  Seeley  frame  kits 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  catalog 
Norton         Ducati         Seeley  Cot 
Read-Titan       John  Tickle  Triump! 
Mont  Vernon  St..  Milford,  N.  H.  030! 
1-603-673-6334 


PARTTS 


Very  large  sto 
of  recent  &  c 

B.S.A.  •  NORTON  •  DUCATI  •  GU2 

Entice  distributors  stock  GINA  175 
AlsoBMW-ZUNDAPP-DKW-SACHS-HUSKY-TRI-Pg 
RICKMAN-MOTO  MORINI-PENTON,  etc. 
II  It's  Europeon,  try  us  Fast  service  c  o  d. 

THE  SPORT  SPOT 
168  Hamburg  Turnpike.  Wayne,  NJ  07470 
(201)525-4540 


390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5J 
•ACCESSORIES* 
•  PARTS*  MANUALS^ 

T  T   MOTORCYCLE  8UPW 

TRIANGLE  6OI6  w.  Diversey  Av« 
\y  Chicago.  III.  60639, 

O  24  Hr.  Tel.  Ser.  CALL  (312)  237-1 
<H»a<H>a<HCH><HCH>H»0<HMH»O0HW» 


-mm 

900  S.S.—  500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINENTAL  MOTOSPORT  I 

893  King  St  W  ( cw3  — Sherbrooke,  O' 

^anad^1^fc^23^^Catalo^lJ 


FORKING  BT  FRANK 

FIna  torli  tubes,  springs,  cables, 
braces,  hoses,  kickstands.  Any 
length,  including  stock  and  under. 
Precision  machined  from  ultra- 
sonically  tested  steel.  Easy  to 
install,  complale  kits. 
312  869-6792. 

FRANK  ^^Pi'n*'. 

Evanslon,  IL  60202 


CoDvriohted"*naterial 


I\G  CHAIN  LUBE 


4' '  J*' 

^•wt  carin  jtt"*^ 
.  .  .  ■  Jk.  «Itli7|in(0B*! 


rmal  chain  lubes  can  damage  the 
:r  O-rings  used  in  O-ring  chain,  so 
as  developed  a  chain  lube  that  is  safe 
ose  chains.  The  same  ingredient  that 
;d  in  their  fork  oil  to  keep  seals 
le,  has  been  added  to  their  regular 
lube,  and  does  the  same  for  the  O- 
in  chain.  A  4.5-oz.  can  is  SI. 59.  The 
17-oz.  can  goes  for  $3.25.  See  your 
r  or  contact:  PJl  Lubricants.  5955 
to  Ave..  Dept.  CW-2.  Woodland 
Calif.  91367  (213)  887-6704 

-STALL  DART  FAIRING 


like  the  other  Dunstall  fairings,  the 
tall  Dart  has  an  angular  shape  devel- 
after  extensive  wind  tunnel  testing, 
ned  more  for  touring  than  sport,  the 
completely  protects  a  rider's  hands, 
nan-style  handlebars  are  included 
the  fairing,  to  provide  full  steering 
The  Dart  is  available  in  white  or 
to  fit  Suzuki.  Yamaha  and  Honda 
the  Yamaha  1100  and  Kawasaki 
Price  is  $265.  Further  information 
le  obtained  from  Paul  Dunstall  Orga- 
on.  CW-3.  27402  Camino  Cap- 
).  Ste.  206.  Laguna  Niguel,  Calif. 
(714)  831-0351. 


C&J  FRAMES  FOR  HONDA  XRs 


C&J  Precision  Products  already  has  a 
frame  available  for  the  Honda  XRs.  It  is 
eleven  pounds  lighter  than  the  stocker  and 
can  be  constructed  with  customer  prefer- 
ence to  seat  height,  fork  rake,  ground 
clearance,  and  rear  wheel  travel  ranging 
from  8.5  to  1 1.5  inches.  They  will  make  it 
so  all  the  stock  components  or  CR  compo- 
nents (tank,  seat,  fenders  etc.)  bolt  right 
on.  Price  is  $595.00  from  C&J  Precision 
Products,  Inc.,  CW-3,  1151  Mission  Rd.. 
Fallbrook.  Calif.  92028  (714)  728-1707. 

ALUMINUM  DEHANDLERS 


Sun  Line.  Inc.  has  introduced  aluminum 
levers  in  the  two  finger  clutch,  three  finger 
brake  design,  to  complement  the  polycar- 
bonate ones  they  brought  out  a  few  months 
back.  They  are  available  for  all  Japanese 
bikes  and  Magura  assemblies.  They  cost 
S  16.00  a  pair.  Check  your  dealer  or  contact 
Sun  Line.  Inc.,  CW-3,  8572  Melrose  Ave.. 
Los  Angeles.  Calif.  90069  (213)  659-1495. 


HONDA  HAWK  HEADERS 


S&S  Headers  has  a  new  megaphone 
exhaust  system  for  Honda  Hawks.  They 
are  chrome  plated  and  give  a  custom  look 
to  the  Hawk.  S&S  claims  improved 
mileage  and  greater  engine  efficiency.  For 
additional  information  on  S&S  exhaust 
systems  and  mufllers  contact:  S&S  Head- 
ers. CW-3.  3430  W.  Carriage  Dr..  Santa 
Ana.  Calif.  92704  (714)  546-8635. 

EK  CHAIN 


Daido  Corporation  has  introduced  two 
new  types  of  self-lubricating  chain  under 
their  EK  brand  name.  Both  have  heavy 
duty  side  plates  to  retain  tensile  strength. 
The  types  are  called  Special  Heavy  Self 
Lube'(SHSL)  and  Special  Heavy  Self 
Lube  "O"  Rings  (SHSL-O).  Available 
sizes  are:  428.  520.  530.  and  630.  For  more 
information  contact  your  dealer  or  Daido 
Corporation.  CW-3.  885  Centennial  Ave. 
Piscataway.  N.J.  08854  (201)  885-1800. 

CBX  SIX-INTO-ONE  EXHAUST 


DG  Performance  has  introduced  a  true 
6-into- 1  pipe  for  Honda's  Six.  The  chrome 
headpipes  wind  around  in  front  of  the 
cylinders  and  terminate  into  a  collector 
and  upswept  single  muffler.  Both  the  side 
and  centerstands  are  retained  and  corner- 
ing clearance  has  been  increa.sed.  Normal 
maintenance  isn't  affected  and  weight  is 
substantially  reduced.  Along  with  looking 
racy,  mid  and  top-end  power  is  increased. 
$275.00  from  DG  Performance.  CW-3, 
1170  Van  Home  Rd..  Anaheim,  Calif. 
92806  (714)  630-5471. 
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HE  NEWGENERAnON  BMW 


[HER65. 

roof  that  bigger 
m't  always  better. 


For  some  years  now,  as  mc 
torcycles  have  grown  larger,  there's 
been  a  pressing  need  for  a  high-quality 
cycle  in  the  mid-size  market. 

With  the  new  R65,  BMW 
fills  that  need.  Because  it  offers  riders 
the  traditional  BMW  strengths  -  our 
unique  "balanced  performance,"  our 
well-known  quality  construction  —  in  a 
high-performance,  downsized  package. 
It's  an  excellent  way  for  a  rider  to  move 
up  to  a  BMW  without  having  to  reach 
so  far  down  into  his  wallet. 

The  R65  is  a  mover.  Cycle 
Wjrld  did  the  V*  mile  in  14.31  at  92.49 
mph.  It's  a  fine  sports  machine,  with 
the  low-end  torque  so  essential  to  true 
over-the-road  performance.  And  it's  a 
fine  touring  cycle,  with  its  long- travel 
suspension  and  superior  rider  comfort. 

Because  the  R65  is  smaller 
than  our  other  motorcycles,  it  is  also 
more  compact,  lighter,  and  feels  even 
more  nimble  —  making  it  ideal  for  both 
men  and  women.  And  because  it  is 
lighter,  we  have  been  able  to  create  a 
suspension  system  with  all  the  bump- 
swallowing  characteristics  our  larger 
machines  are  so  famous  for. 

The  R65  features  cast  alloy 
wheels  which  offer  superior  strength 
and  low  unsprung  weight.  They  also 


have  a  special  rim  design  that  provides 
extra  stability  and  control  in  the  event 
of  a  sudden  flat  tire. 

Naturally,  the  R65  has  shaft 
drive,  quite  unique  in  its  class.  (We 
pioneered  the  shaft-drive  concept.)  No 
grease,  no  adjustments,  no  noise.  And 
a  pleasure  to  own. 

The  R65  is  constructed  with 
many  cast  alloy  parts  for  lighter 
weight,  and  the  horizontally-opposed 
twin  keeps  engine  weight  low.  The  re- 
sult is  super  performance,  handling  and 
maneuverability  for  a  motorcycle  of 
650cc. 

Of  course,  the  R65  has  also 
inherited  the  engineering  simplicity  of 
its  big  brothers.  Which  means  it  is  easy 
to  maintain,  no  matter  where  youf^ 
travels  take  you. 

Last  but  not  least,  the  R65 
comes  with  a  12-month  unlimited  mile- 
age limited  warranty.  When  BMW 
makes  a  motorcycle,  it  makes  a  commit- 
ment to  your  riding  pleasure. 

Go  to  your  nearest 
BMW  dealer  and  ask  to  see 
the  new  generation  BMW. 
The  R65. 


-Bavarian  Motor  Works 


i(  fi  -  vcur  ifii  .il  /iMU'  Jt\iIiT  i»l  thf  IllU'iL  Pil^u-S.  iir  u  rirt-  fiir  our  f  in<-  hrtH  huTC  AsJ^  us  uhou:  our  Eur(^f^ean  tlt-Illvry  plan 
Import,  '  BulU-r&  Smith.  Inc..  IX  fit  W  M,  Hi'ru  'nni.  MJ  07648/Cuml^tun.  CA  W224  Giiiutla  BMW  Mntnrcycie  D\stTihulors.  Onturu 
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JkfieraU^  if  smo^fitg  isn* 
a  pleasure,  luhy  hothe 


O 
-I 

9 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Deiermined 
Thai  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


KingS:  18  mg.  "tar",  1.3  mg.  nicotine;  100's:  19  mg. " 
1.4  mg.  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette.  FTC  Report  May  1978. 


reat  Getaways:  27-Pase  Iburing  Section 
rve  Full  Tests:  Suzuki  GS  750,  SWIM  250GS, 
awasaki  KZ1300,  Honda  XR185  and  XL185 
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$^00  UK60p 

America's 
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Enttiusiasts' 
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tawaiiakl's  1300  li|x 

n^ei*]fleaii.«i  Better 
iM*Tmiriii;S  Riders 


The  state  of  the 
art  in  performance 
tires. 


Eagle  HST  —  a  remarkable 
new  tire  developed  by 
Goodyear  and  tested  by  Kenny 
Roberts. 

Raised  white  lettering  is  the 
only  area  in  which  this  Eagle 
relies  more  on  image  than 
performance.  Its  tread  is 


the  most  aggressive  a  street 
Eagle  has  ever  carried.  Tests 
show  the  HST  still  lays  down 
almost  75  percent  of  its 
footprint  in  one-sixteenth  inch 
of  water.  And  under  that 
aggressive  tread,  four  plies  of 
rugged  Triple-Tempered  nylon 


create  the  optimal  balance  of 
touring  toughness  and  riding 
comfort. 


Although  it  can  be  used  witH 
a  tube,  the  HST  was  designed  f 
to  be  used  tubeless,  to  satisfy 
the  rider's  demand  for  strong 
performance  and  simple 
maintenance.  Its  tread  contouii 
actually 
lays  downr 
a  large 
footprint  ii 
the  curve:? 
Tread  pat- 
tern, tread 
contour,  and  tubeless 
construction  —  each  is 
designed  to  help  the 
touring  rider  seek  out  th© 
maximum  performances 
his  bike 
can  de- 
liver. 
The 
HST 
rear 
comes 
in  five 

sizes  — MT90-16, 
MT90-17,  MS85-18, 
MP90-18,  and  ML90-]t 
The  HST  front  comes  iii 
three  rib  sizes,  plus  an 
MM90-19  with  a  tread 
pattern  and  styling  simil,! 
to  the  rear  tire.  All  sizes  q: 
be  used  on  mag  or  spoke 
wheels. 

Insist  on  the  new  Eagl 
HST.  Front  and  rec 
Eagles  are  built  for 
way  you  ride. 
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UR  FRONT 


by  Allan  GirdI 


ONE  VOTE  FOR  PROGRESS 

Early  on  a  frosty  morning  I  walked  out 
of  the  house,  all  wrapped  up  for  a 
brisk  ride  to  work  on  one  of  the  newest  and 
most  advanced  motorcycles  on  the  market. 
(Not  named  here  because  this  could  have 
happened  with  most  new  bikes  of  the  type 
described.) 

I  turned  the  key  and  the  lights  on  the 
instrument  panel  flashed  on.  then  went 
dead.  Dead  as  Jacob  Marley.  1  made  all  the 
usual  early-morning  checks,  that  is,  1  had 
turned  the  key  on.  the  kill  switch  was  on 
Run,  the  problem  wasn't  with  a  clutch 
lever-starter  button  interlock.  Then  I 
checked  the  main  fuse,  one  of  those  fancy 
numbers  held  in  place  by  two  phillips 
screws.  Burned  out. 

I  recalled  that  the  other  chaps  had  been 
doing  some  fiddling  with  the  wires  inside 
the  headlight  shell  so  I  removed  the  bulb 
and  there  was  one  wire  that  could  have 
brushed  against  the  metal  shell.  1  carefully 
moved  it  aside,  put  the  spare  fuse  into 
place,  and  turned  the  key.  The  lights  went 
flash  and  out. 

There  I  was.  Being  a  modern  motorcy- 
cle, it  had  no  kick  start.  Worse,  with  elec- 
tronic ignition  and  an  alternator  you  get  a 
system  that  has  to  have  sparks  going  in  or 
there  won't  be  any  sparks  coming  out. 
Even  if  I'd  wanted  to  push  the  bike  down 
the  street  and  around  the  corner  so  I  could 
coast  down  the  hill,  it  wouldn't  have  done 
me  any  good. 
Rage. 

Frustration. 

But  not  helpless  rage  and  frustration.  1 
had  an  ace  up  my  sleeve,  or  rather,  in  the 
garage.  Two  days  before  this  my  '72  Single 
carried  me  across  the  desert.  It's  hopelessly 
outdated.  Its  electrical  system  is  to  a  1979 
model  what  a  crystal  radio  set  is  to  Space 
Control  Houston.  I  rode  it  for  two  years 
with  a  dead  battery.  Total  electrical 
gadgets  are  three  lights  and  a  coil. 
^^^^rolle^^mj^nh^aragejuMh^ 


switch  on  Run,  gave  it  full  choke  and  two 
kicks  and  away  I  went. 

Spage  age  electronics?  Phooey. 

Rows  of  cylinders?  Who  needs  'em? 

Black  boxes  and  micro-circuits?  Tell  it  to 
NASA. 

That  evening  I  took  the  company  truck 
home  and  hauled  the  dead  bike  to  its 
distributorship,  a  quick  check  having  de- 
termined that  the  trouble  was  indeed  in  the 
mysterious  black  box,  with  which  no  mor- 
tal man  better  tamper. 

Then  I  sulked  for  one  full  day,  except  for 
when  I  was  being  pleased  with  myself 
because  my  old  nail  had  proven  more 
reliable  than  this  newfangled  contraption. 

What  1  was  suff"ering  from  was  an  Attack 
of  Progress. 

There's  a  lot  of  that  going  around.  1 
think  it  begins  with  the  nature  of  the 
average  bike  nut,  that  is,  you  and  me.  We 
are  mechanically  inclined.  We  like  ma- 
chines, and  there  are  few  objects  more 
mechanical  than  a  motorcycle. 

We  have  emotional  relationships  with 
our  machines.  I  talk  to  my  bike,  I  rely  on  it, 
1  take  care  of  it  and  I  expect  it  to  take  care 
of  me. 

This  has  been  going  on  for  years.  Bikes 
are  the  most  mechanical  form  of  motor- 


ized transport,  and  the  simplest,  and 
only  form  that's  more  sport  than  iransp 
We  are  used  to  understanding  our  i 
chines,  and  taking  care  of  them. 

And  we're  used  to  coping  with  then 

What  we're  not  used  to  is  not  being  £ 
to  cope.  When  that  fancy  new  bike  tur 
into  a  500-lb.  lump  of  iron,  it  really  be 
ered  me.  When  1  won  the  game  by  us 
my  old  bike,  I  felt  in  some  obscure  way ; 
1  had  beaten  the  system. 

Even  if  1  never  use  the  kick  startei 
comforts  me  to  know  it's  there,  and  1  t 
some  pride  in  being  able  to  work  it  ri| 

Progress  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  threat, 
motorcycles  become  more  complex,  v 
more  cylinders  and  miles  of  wiring  and 
injection  and  recirculation,  as  they  1 
their  kick  levers  and  adjustable  carb 
tings,  many  of  us  have  the  feeling  \ 
we're  losing  as  much  as  we're  getting. 

Upon  reflection.  1  wonder  if  I'm  giv 
us  the  credit  we  deserve. 

First,  we  each  have  a  difl'erent  definil 
of  when  a  motorcycle  becomes  too  c( 
plex  or  too  easy. 

But  while  we  all  would  reject  a  f 
enclosed  motorcycle  with  automatic  in 
mission,  roll-up  windows.  powcr-assi« 
brakes  and  air  conditioning,  so  would 
not  buy  a  600-lb.  bike  with  sidevalve 
gine.  15  bhp  and  a  rigid  rear  end.  Ma 
all  change  isn't  progress,  but  some  cha 
is  welcomed  by  all. 

Next,  working  within  the  mid 
ground,  there  is  no  coercion  here.  If  we 
safely  define  the  purist  bike  as  a  SingI 
Twin  with  kick  starter  permanently 
tached.  then  we  have  a  fairly  good  chc 
Three  or  four  factories  will  be  happy  tc 
you  just  such  a  bike.  There  are  a  coi 
models  for  which  there  is  no  choice; 
kick  start  or  nothing.  So  none  of  us| 
classic  simplicity  against  our  will.  | 

Then  I  began  thinking  clbout  the 
plications  of  my  ability  to  cope.  I  ha 
long  list  of  times  when  1  did  cope.  >^ 
jlh^oinl^osnhei^a£^oi^xa^^ 
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How  to  save 


on  motorcycle 


At  Honda  one  of  our  major 
concerns  is  your  enjoyment 
of  motorcycling.  To  that  end. 
there's  a  new  program  in 
effect  that  could  make  It 
easier  and  cheaper  to  obtain 
insurance  covering  physical 
damage  (collision,  theft  and 
comprehensive)  to  your 
motorcycle.  And  that  Is  good 
news  for  any  rider  who's 
spent  a  morning  or  two  on 
the  phone  comparing  rates 
and  coverage. 

Participating  Honda  motor- 
cycle dealers  across  the  coun- 
try can  now  help  you  arrange 
this  Insurance  through  the 
dealership.  The  plan  Is  appli- 


cable to  both  new  and  used 
Honda  bikes. 

And  the  best  news  of  all  Is 
the  savings.  You  may  be  able 
to  save  as  much  as  25%*  on 
your  annual  premium  by 
going  through  your  Honda 
dealer! 


pur  purpose  Is  to  make  It  Just 
that  much  easier  for  you  to 
get  insurance,  so  we  want 
you  to  understand  the  exact 
nature  of  the  plan. 

American  Honda  and  associ- 
ated Honda  companies  are  not 
Insurers  and  are  not  parties 
to  insurance  policies  obtained 
through  the  program  and,  as 


?."£tljJ?^^®  "0  responsibility  nor 
liability  under  the  program. 

Further,  this  announcement 
Is  not  an  offer  to  sell  insurance 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to' 
buy  insurance.  And.  of  course 
the  program  is  available  only' 
where  allowed  by  law. 

Participating  dealers  who 
are  licensed  insurance  agents 
in  your  state  can  fill  you  in  on 
all  the  details,  when  you're 
considering  a  new  or  used 
bike,  it  s  just  one  more  reason 
to  see  your  Honda  dealer  first 


COINC  STRONCi 


TWO  FOR  THE  ROAD 

iMAX/HYDRON  SHIELDS  &  GLOVES. 


MXL'  Scratch-Resistant  and 
HYDRON-  Fog  Eater-  Anti-Fog 
Shields.  Two  special  coatings 
bonded  to  GE  LEXAN  -  for  the 
best  in  optical  clarity  and  im- 
pact resistance.  Available  in 
Snap-On's,  Flips  and  Bubbles,  to 
fit  nearly  all  popular  helmets.  Your 
choice  of  clear,  yellow  or  smoke. 
Priced  to  fit  every  budget.  We 
keep  you  seeing  clearer,  longer 


And,  three  great  new  street/tour- 
ing gloves.  The  super-st/led  Model 
1111  (above).  Block  or  Ton  with 
knit  insert.  The  Model  1112  Short 
Gauntlet  (left  insert).  Maybe  the 
ultimate  cycling  glove.  And  the 
famous  MXL  Gauntlet  (Model 
1005,  right  insert),  newly  rede- 
signed with  chamois  shield  wipes. 
MXL/ HYDRON  Shields  and  Gloves. 
See,  and  feel,  the  difference. 


them  by  eye  and  got  home.  When  the  fl 
needle  lost  its  seal.  I  rode  1  think  25  m 
on  the  petcock;  run  with  the  petcc 
closed  until  the  engine  begins  to  sput 
open  it  for  the  count  of  10,  close  unti 
sputters,  and  so  forth.  When  the  CB. 
blew  three  fuses  in  three  miles  I  stop| 
and  traced  the  circuits  until  I  found 
problem,  a  wire  rubbed  raw  by  motion 
the  tank.  Then  I  pirated  a  strip  of  t; 
from  some  lesser  section  of  the  wiring  i 
went  on  my  way.  I've  gone  through  tra 
with  the  clutch  cable  broken,  I've  mad 
through  the  woods  tugging  on  the  bare  t 
of  the  throttle  cable,  when  the  light  swi 
went  out  (Right.  Lucas.)  I  rode  the  br 
for  a  laillight  and  tailgated  my  buddy  < 
could  see  with  his  headlight.  On  that  p 
ticular  machine  I  even  carried  a  rea 
made  re-route,  a  short  piece  of  wire 
two  alligator  clips,  so  I  could  wire  aroi 
the  switch  when  it  collapsed  inside, 
knew  it  would. 

Ah,  memories.  Great  stuff  to  recall 
What  was  it  like  then?  Did  I  enjoy  trou 
shooting  that  360  in  the  middle  of 
industrial  park  while  dinner  was  on 
table  at  home?  No.  Was  I  scared  ri< 
down  the  Interstate  with  the  engine  s 
ping  at  unpredictable  intervals,  dasl 
through  the  dark  on  a  strange  road  two 
behind  my  pal?  Yes.  I  was  scared. 

Consider  the  electric  starter.  One 
big  Single  got  temperamental  and 
after  time  I  pushed  it  up  the  hill,  rc 
down,  popped  the  clutch  and  had  to 
it  up  again.  I  would  have  paid  doubl 
money  for  that  little  black  button.  \\ 
the  jack-wired  650  got  fussy  and  th 
was  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  kicking 
kicking  and  kicking  while  the  scores  of 
behind  me  hooted  and  cursed.  I  w 
have  traded  the  entire  bike  for  a  butt 

And  when  I  had  persuaded  Cycle 
while  still  a  struggling  contributor,  t 
was  just  the  man  to  do  a  Vincent  pi 
and  talked  the  owner  into  letting  m 
the  fabled  Black  Shadow,  and  tl 
couldn't  make  it  run.  I  would  have 
ferred  to  quietly  die.  or  at  least  sink 
sight. 

Okay,  motorcycling  isn't  supposed 
easy.  Equally  there's  no  reason  to  m 
more  difficult  than  it  is. 

All  this  complication  is  a  trade.  W 
breaks,  you're  helpless.  Thing  is.  we' 
done  one  full  year  on  four  modern 
Suzuki  GS550.  Kawasaki  KZlOOl 
maha  IT250  and  Yamaha  IT400. 
didn't  break  down.  Not  once. 

If  progress  means  complicatio 
complication  means  I  can't  fix  it.  bu 
won't  have  to  fix  it .  .  .  If  instead  of 
ing  by  the  side  of  the  road,  at  night, 
rain.  I  can  maintain  it  when  I  want  t( 
I  vote  for  progress. 

(Of  course  I  can  afford  to  tal 
chance.  I  still  have  my  old  bike 
garage.) 


H 


6/CYCLE  WORLD 


This  Exhaust 
System  Is 
Different 


Than  The  Rest 


R4CER1 


Perhaps  at  first  glance  all  motorcycle  exhaust  systems  look  similar.  But  when  you  really  look 
close,  the  Racer  1  by  Dick's  Cycle  West  will  stand  head  and  shoulders  above  the  competition.  Take 
styling. ..where  Racer  1's  headpipes  gracefully  flow  into  a  custom  designed  collector  and  rakish  Power  Cone.  Put  a 
con  your  bike  and  see  how  every  bend  means  business  and  looks  like  the  factory  "should  have"  done  it  that  way!  You  should  also 
/•w  that  Racer  1  exhaust  systems  will  provide  you  with  the  kind  of  performance  you'd  expect  from  a  carefully  engineered  and 
med"  system.  And  the  distinctive  tone  produced  by  Racer  1  exhaust  systems  conveys  a  message  of  performance  -  without  soun- 
g;  offensive.  Racer  1  exhausts  are  built  to  last. ..an  important  fact  to  consider  in  this  day  and  age  when  second-rate  welding  and 
coming,  muffler  packing  blow-outs  and  leaky  connections  are  commonplace.  Dollar-for-dollar  you  won't  find  an  all-around 
»ler  motorcycle  exhaust  system  than  Racer  1.  Compare.. .and  you'll  be  convinced.  Available  for  all  popular  1969-79  4-stroke  mo- 
(:ycles. 


ERE'S  WHY  R4CER 1  MAKES  IT  BETTER: 


special  Alumina-Cilica  ceramic  packing  with  interwoven  fibre  structure  for  opti- 
mum longevity  Rated  to  1600  degrees!  Hand  wrapped  and  fastened  to  muffler 
core 

Distinctive  RACER  1  Power  Cone  constructed  of  18-gauge  cold  roll  steel  witfi  uni- 
que rear  angle  cut 

Each  system  is  individually  fixture-welded  to  install  custom  mounting  brackets  for 
Bach  model,  allowing  use  of  stock  factory  attachment  point  No  flimsy  "universal" 
trap  required 

Exhaust  cores  designed  to  compliment  various  makes  and  models  to  control  sound 
waves  and  provide  absorbtion  with  minimal  restriction  to  exhaust  velocity 
-leadpipes  all  provided  with  inner-sleeve  heal  dispersers 

1ACER  1  utilizes  Argon  M  I  G  welding  at  each  required  weld  point  in  a  controlled 

;nvironment  to  provide  a  more  penetrating  weld  for  greater  strength 

\U  factory  features  maintained  on  all  RACER  1  systems  (I  E  oil  filter,  drain  plug 

iccess  and  side/center  stand  retention) 

ligh  lustre  18-gauge  seamless  tubing,  pre-polished  from  mill 

accepted  as  replacement  for  stock  exhaust  system  on  any  motorcycle  made  to 

atei 

ach  exhaust  system  custom  designed  lor  easy  installation 

ubing  precision  mandrel-bent  on  computer-controlled  bender  to  provide  com- 

lete  accuracy  and  ensure  a  perfect  fit 

apered  collector  receivers  lor  vacuum  fit  with  header  pipes  provide  secure  seal- 
ig.  thus  eliminating  blow-by  and  resulting  loss  of  power 


Cycle  World  Test 
Shows  R4CER 1  To 
Deliver  .6-seconcl, 
7mph  Improvement! 


The  editors  of  Cycle  World  magazine  look  an  off-the-shelf 
'  RACER  1  exhaust  system  and  installed  it  on  a  Kawasaki  KZ1000 

with  just  over  4,000  miles  on  the  odometer.  At  nearly  13.000  miles 
the  bike  was  tested,  and  as  stated  in  the  januai^  1979  issue,  "the  Racer 
1  exhauil  cul  >/x-fen(hs  oH  Hock  quarter  mile  times  and  increased  top 
speed  in  the  quarter  by  a  comistenl  7  mph.  Our  time  with  the  Racer  7  was  72.03. 
111  24  mph.  With  the  stock  pipes  the  Kawasaki  turned  72  63  ser.  at  104  16  mph. 
The  improvement  was  made  without  different  jetting  or  any  other  change  "  Ob- 
viously, Racer  1  delivers  performance!  Cycle  World  has  other  good  things  to  say 
about  the  design,  sound  and  fit  of  the  Racer  1  exhaust,  too.  Why  not  find  out  for 
yourself? 


MIC 


jMCBtl  TRADEMARK  FOR  PRODUCTS  MANUFACTURED  BY 

dick's  cycle  west,  inc. 

401  Agostino  Road,  San  Gabriel,  California  92776 

213-287-9656 

Don't  forget  about  the  incredibly  effective  Racer  1 
sport  touring  fairing  that's  stronger  and  lighter  than 
any  comparable  item.  Good  looking,  too.  Cetextrj 
comfort  and  stability  with  a  Racer  1  S-3  Sport  Tour- 
ing Fairing. 


VROOM 

I  read  your  article  in  the  January  issue 
suggesting  some  form  of  vintage  machine 
road  racing  in  conjunction  with  other  race 
meets  and  I  think  it  is  a  great  idea.  I  have 
20  or  so  bikes  in  my  collection,  including 
Guzzi  Falcones,  Goldies,  Velos,  Ducatis 
and  a  '7R'  on  its  way  up  from  South  Africa. 

I  missed  out  on  Laguna  Seca  year  before 
last  and  have  been  hoping  something  simi- 
lar would  come  up  again. 

I  sure  hope  someone  gets  something 
going  because  I  feel  the  same  as  you 
mentioned  in  your  article,  the  fans  and 
owners/riders  are  missing  a  real  piece  of 
history  by  not  seeing  the  veteran  machines 
on  the  track  again. 

Randy  Say 

Huntington  Beach,  Calif 

I  sure  hope  this  letter  joins  an  enthusias- 
tic pile  of  support  for  VROOM,  or  what- 
ever. It's  the  right  time  for  that  idea. 

Vintage  sports  car  racing  is  certainly 
growing  in  popularity,  witness  the  last  four 
years  at  Laguna  Seca  and  this  month's  Car 
&  Driver.  Even  the  "bog-people"  quit 
burning  cars  to  take  notice  of  the  vintage 


races  at  Watkins  Glen  this  year. 

Since  wheels  have  been  turning,  people 
have  been  marking  time  in  model  years 
and  such.  Bikes  are  simpler,  easier  to  re- 
store (usually),  and  make  for  better  stories. 
If  people  had  access  to  only  one  vintage 
bike  event  a  year  it  would  make  the  dif- 
ference between  restoring  old  bikes  or  not. 

It  would  also  make  the  difference  be- 
tween running  my  500  Single  Matchless  in 
scrambles  for  attention,  then  followed  by 
two  years  of  repairs. 

Why  not  a  12  year  or  older  stock  produc- 
tion class? 

And  a  swap  meet  .  .  .  "if  only  I 
had  " 

Of  course  it  will  work.  Now  that  you've 
got  my  hopes  up  don't  stop. 

John  Burke 

Carmel  Valley.  Calif. 

Encouraging  words  are  coming  in.  As  this 
is  writ  ten,  I've  had  something  like  a  dozen 
replies,  representing  at  least  50  vintage 
bikes  of  all  kinds,  in  most  sections  of  the 
country.  The  supply  and  the  enthusiasm  are 
certainly  there. 

Still  not  much  of  a  demand,  though. 
Applications  for  president  of  the  club  are 


lacking,  not  many  makes  clubs  have 
sponded,  and  one  vintage  owner  tells  mt 
suggested  that  the  American  Federatioi 
Motorcyclists,  the  road-racing  club  in  wl 
our  staff  club  racers  compete,  have  a  vim 
class. 

The  other  members  liked  the  idea 
track  rental  is  expensive  and  the  rat 
programs  now  run  dawn  to  dusk.  They  t 
not  have  time  for  us. 

Even  so,  when  the  next  issue  comes 
I'll  figure  we  have  a  list  of founding  m 
bers,  so  to  speak,  and  J  'II  do  up  a  mailing 
and  see  where  we  are  and  begin  working 
the  various  promoters.  The  racing  pu 
will  love  us.  Just  you  wail.  — 

FUTURE  GROUPS 

I  enjoyed  your  article  "Four  Star  Sh 
down"  in  your  June  1978  issue,  and 
since  I  have  been  waiting  on  a  sirr 
article  on  Mini  Motocrossers.  1  curre 
race  a  '77  RM80  at  the  local  track, 
although  it  has  been  modified,  it  is  bee 
ing  non-competitive  and  I  am  in  the  r 
ket  for  a  new  one. 

James  A.  Maz; 
Leisure  City,  F 

continued  on  pag 
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The  Ultimate  In  Transmission  an3  Shal 


"The  Gear  Saver",  by  Bel-Ray  is  the  number 
one  selGng  Gear  Oil  in  the  motorcycle  industry. 

At  Bel-Ray,  we're  not  satisiied  with  just  being 
the  number  one  seller.  To  insure  the  ultimate  in 
quality,  we  go  beyond  laboratory  testing  to  the 
proving  grounds  ol  racing. 

Bel-Ray  Gear  Oil  will  reduce  friction  and  wear 
and  lower  temperatures  even  under  the  toughest 
racing  and  touring  conditions. 


"The  Gear  Saver"  is  formulated  with  the 
highest  available  film  strength  to  eliminate  metal  to 
metal  contact  while  it  absorbs  the  heavy  shock 
loads  ol  shifting  gears.  Bel-Ray  Gear  Oil  is  ideal  for 
wet  clutch  application  and  will  not  loam  or  break 
down  at  high  RPM  conditions. 

Bel-liay  Gear  Oil  is  available  in  four  viscosities 
to  meet  the  wide  variety  of  specific  engine 
requirements. 


LIGHT 
VISCOSITY 

RepldLBb  SAE  10,  SAfc  20  SAt  30  SAE 
tOW40  motor  oil   For  use  in  wet  clutch 
transmissiofis- 

SAE 

75/80 

Replaces  SAE  40  and  SAE  20W50  motor  oil. 
For  use  in  wet  clutch  transmissions 

SAE  90 
HYPOID 

Replaces  SAE  50  motor  oil  and  SAE  90  gt  ar  o»l 
Meets  API  GL-4,  5,  6  For  Shalt  drive  molotcycles 

SAE 

90/140 
HYPOID 

Use  where  SAE  90  and  SAE  90/140  is  spi'Cilied 
For  higher  running  temperatures.  Exceeds  API 
GL-4.  5,  6  For  Shalt  drrve  motorcycles 

BEL-RAY  COMPANY.  INC..  INTERNATIONAL  CORP.  HDQTRS. 

PO,  Box  526.  Dept  BR-14.  Farmmgdale.  NJ  07727,  (201)  938-2421,  Telex  132476 


The  World's  Fastest  Motorcycle  Lubricants" 


NATIONAL  SALES  OFFICE 

561  S  Slate  College  Blvd  ,  Dept  BR-14,  Fullerlon.  OA  92631,  (714|  738-8474 
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INNOUNCING 

IWHEELDRIVE  CHEVY  LUV. 

TDUGH  HALF-TOWNER  WITH  A  BETTER  MILEAGE  RATING  THAN  MANY  CARS. 

he  Series  9  Chevy  LUV  model  with  4- wheel  drive  is  brand-new  and  a  winner! 
btor  Trend  magazine  presented  this  tough  import  with  its  "Truck  of  the  Year" 
ward.  It  features  impressive  fuel  economy,  solid  engineering,  traction,  drivability, 
id  plain  ol'  fun.  A  2-si)eed  transfer  case,  free-wheeling  front  hubs,  styled  spoke 
heels  and  all-terrain  tires  are  standard.  Now  at  your  Chevy  dealer. 


BUIIT  TO  STAY  TOUGH 
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What  made  Brad  Lackey 
fhe  Reds  the  blues? 

The  Kawasaki  Greens. 


leh.  Brad  Lackey,  Mister  MX.  Mister  Bite- 
fbur-Head-Off-At-The-Ankles.  And  now  he's 
iding  for  Kawasaki.  How  can  that  be? 

He  ain't  dumb.  Last  year,  the  magazines  said 
11  the  KX125  needed  was  suspension.  Well, 
lappy  New  Year!  And  happy  new  suspension, 
fougotit 

We've  also  improved  the  124cc  Boyesen 
eed-valve  engine  and  refined  the  6-speed 
ransmission.  The  fuel  tank  is  bigger  for  longer 
sngth  European  motos,too. 

And  the  bike's  more  comfortable  so  you  can 
ide  longer  without  tiring. 

If  s  super  light  and  super  fast  If  s  a  works 
eplica  with  the  works.  TTie  KX250  will  blow 
he  doors  off  everybody.  Period. 


We?ve  reworked  this  works  replica  with  a 
better  ignition,  closer-ratio  gearbox  and  an 
improved  tire  for  holeshot  blast  aways. 

Ditto  on  the  comfort  story  with  a  new  seat, 
handlebar  and  footpeg  positions. 

The  shocking  news  up  front  is  longer  wheel 
travel  with  new  air-spring  forks.  And  gas-oil 
shocks  with  remote  reservoirs,  and  an  increase 
in  rear  wheel  travel  to  11." 

Backing  up  everything  is  a  powerful,  light- 
weight 249cc  engine  inducted  by  a  6-petal 
Boyesen  reed-valve.  An  electroftision  cylinder 
dissipates  heat  faster.  And  the  radial-fin  head 
keeps  things  cooler  under  the  collar. 

Brad  knows.  This  year  if  you  haven't  got  the 
Greens,  you're  gonna  get  the  blues. 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


|ieves  m  ri<lingsafeiy.Che(^  local  laws  before  you  ride.  Mewbertrf  AMAvMlC  and  MSF  KX125  and  KX2!tO  are  dosed  <ourse  competition  modelsoniy.  Subject  to  limttpd  availability. 


What  made  Mike  Miller 
leave  his  livif  e  and  warm  bed 
at  Sam? 

TheNewKZlSOO. 


lome  folks  might  say  he  wanted  an  early  start. 
Jut  they  would  be  wrong.  The  truth  is  Mike 
leard  the  Kawasaki  calling  him  that  morning. 

"Mikel'  said  the  KZ1300,  "let's  hit  it!'  How 
ould  anybody  say  no  to  a  bike  like  this? 

Six  cylinders  of  liquid-cooled  power  beg- 
:ing  to  get  somewhere  fast.  The  farther  the 
€tten  Hot  weather  and  stop-and-go  city  riding 
5  no  sweat,  either.  Engine  temperature  is 
tiermostatically  controlled. 

The  KZ1300  is  what  you  always  dreamed 
touring  bike  could  be.  With  shaft  drive,  there's 
10  chain  to  adjust  and  oil.  Power  comes  on 


smooth  and  clean,  with  no  loss  due  to  emission 
controls.  Our  engineers  have  seen  to  that. 

Breakerless  transistorized  ignition  puts  an 
end  to  points.  You  get  a  steady,  reliable  spark. 
And  the  KZ1300  runs  on  regular  gas.  A  bles- 
sing at  today's  gas  prices. 

Whatever  you  leave  behind,  you're  going 
to  be  right  at  home  on  the  road.  With  good  time 
features  like  a  quartz  halogen  headlight,  dual 
horns  and  full  instrumentation.  And  a  built-in 
anti-theft  device  to  foil  the  aeeps. 

Whatever  you  tell  your  wife  is  between  the 
two  of  you. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


^      Introducing  the  Vetter  Cycle-Cover.  Be  it  rain  or 
dust,  freezing  cold  or  blistering  sunlight,  Cycle- 
^^^^^^g  1^    Cover  offers  the  protection  your  motorcycle  finish 

It  is  made  of  durable,  aluminized,  rip-stop  nylon 
The  All-Weather   with  a  combination  elastic  band  &  quick-draw  nylon 
Protector  drawstring. 

Cycle-Cover  is  lightweight,  comes  complete  with 
storage  bag  and  easily  fits  inside  the  fairing  com- 
partment. 

See  your  local  dealer,  or  send  $1  for  our  new 
catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA 
93401.  I 


CYCLE 


RIDERS-A  BIKE  WORTH  OWNING 
IS  A  BIKE  WORTH  PROTECTING! 

inil^uuni75 

SECURITY  CABLE 
LOCKS  offer  the 
protection  you  must 
have . . .  and  are  long 
enough  to  allow 
securement  of  several 
motorcycles  together  or 
to  an  Immovable  object. 

Maxim  75-1  (Big  Bikes) 

•  Vb"  Tempered  Cable 

•  3/4"  Black  Vinyl  Coating 

•  7  feet  long— 7V2  lbs. 
$39.95 

Maxim  75-11 

(Small  Bikes  and  Mopeds) 

•  Vi"  Tempered  Cable 

•  Vb"  Black  Vinyl  Coating 

•  6  feet  long— 3%  lbs. 
$32.95 

Order  Now!  Tomorrow  May  Be  Too  Late! 
__      ,      -       I  4314  N.  Western  Avenue 

Maxim  Lock  Company  S!:'^^3°oJi,'r.?lfn^.°l^^ 

^       '    Phone:  312/539-0626 
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S&S  4  into  1 
/^and  the  XS  ElevenX 
Made  for  each  other.  > 

Yamaha's  XS  Eleven  is  generally  accepted  as  the  world's  fastest 
mass  production  motorcycle.  Twist  the  throttle  hard  enough  and  you 
can  twist  your  helmet  right  into  the  small  of  your  back. 

Now  S&S  helps  you  make  a  great  bike  even  better.  The  answer  is 
our  latest  no-nonsense  exhaust  system,  a  4  into  1  that  includes  our 
new  2V2-10-4"  megaphone  muffler. 

For  engine  efficiency,  this  is  the  one.  And  for  styling  and  deep 
chrome  plating,  nothing  beats  S&S.  Add  our  easy  installation  and  a 
rugged  design  that  takes  everything  the  street  can  dish  out  and  you'll 
know  why  S&S  and  your  bike  were  made  for  each  other. 

See  our  complete  line  for  all  popular  bikes  at  your  S&S  dealer 
today,  or  send  $2.00  for  our  latest  catalog. 


Mfc 


3565  Cadillac  Ave  •  Dept.  CW479 
Costa  Mesa,  CA  92626  •  (714)  546-8635 


A  CARUR  mmUT  COILIGE?  YESl 


Moral:  Take  good  care  of  your  racer,  a 
it'll  take  care  of  you. 

Jame-s  W.  Redman. 
Salem.  S.C. 

TALK  OF  THE  TOWN 

I've  been  receiving  your  magazine 
over  a  year  now  and  enjoy  it  verv  muc\ 
really  enjoy  "Up  Front"  by  Allan  Gird 
and  "Letters." 

I  started  in  1977  with  a  Puch  mopec 
wanted  a  motorcycle  but  didn't  think 
be  able  to  shift  as  I  can  only  drive  au 
matic  cars.  But  1  was  determined  to  rid 
bike.  My  husband  bought  me  a  1966  ' 
maha  60cc  but  since  then  I've  talked  h 
into  buying  a  1978  Honda  Twin  Star  18; 
which  I  really  love. 

I'm  the  only  woman  cyclist  around  h 
and  proud  to  say  the  talk  of  the  town  i 
surrounding  area.  Are  there  any  ot 
women  bikers  out  there? 

Helen  Whalen 
Mahanoy  City. 

Yes,  there  are  thousands  of  enthusic 
women  bikers  around.  In  case  you're  in 
ested  here  are  a  few  verv  active  clubs  jus 
women:  Motor  Maids.  556  M .  4th 
Chillicothe,  Ohio  45601.  The  Wl 
(  Womens  International  Motorcycle  Ass 
360  E.  Main  St..  Waterloo.  N.  Y.  13165 
the  Alliance  of  Women  Bikers.  P.O. 
484.  Eau  Claire,  Wise.  54701. 

TRULY  A  SUPERBIKE 

After  spending  the  past  six  months 
ing  my  XSI 100  I  must  commend  yo 
the  accuracy  of  your  February  test  o 
Eleven.  It  is  as  powerful,  smooth  ar 
quiet  as  you  described.  The  loudest  i 
on  the  bike  is  the  "clank"  when  shi 
gears  (as  you  described).  My  bike 
oped  two  problems  during  the  pa.^ 
months.  At  600  miles  one  of  the  coilsf 
bad  and  at  2500  miles  a  front  fork 
leaked  oil  very  badly.  Although  ill 
took  a  week  to  get  a  coil  flown  in.  iti 
over  a  month  to  get  a  fork  seal  delivel 
my  dealer.  The  poor  parts  supply  was! 
than  made  up  for  by  the  outstandinj 
vice  provided  by  my  Yamaha  deaiei 
tion  Sport  Cycles  in  N.J.  has  outstaj 
service.  Yamaha  should  be  proud  of 
product  and  even  prouder  of  the  d| 
th<it  back  them  up. 

Terrance 
Spoiswooc 


FOR  COLD  RIDERS 

1  enjoyed  reading  your  report  "Thd 
Rider's  Almanac"  (December  197t 
here  in  Buffalo  that  is  a  subject  that': 
to  my  heart. 


Cc(., 


Dunlop  K81  MKII 

Delivers  i  tnggu  lootprint,  improving  the 
alreidy  famous  adhesion  ot  Dunlop  Tires 
Raised  white  letters 

5.10  xH  16  $45.53 
5.10  xH  IB  S46.5« 
4  10xH19  146.22 


Dunlop  K81  (niOO) 

Trigonic.  (for  strength)  Low  profile  Spe- 
cial microslots  give  grip  and  stability 
while  upright  or  cornering 

3  60  X  H  18  S34.4S 

4  10  «  HIS  (40.23 
4.25  X  HIS  $43. 3B 
3.60  X  H  19  $36.60 
4  10xH19  $40.88 


Dunlop  K  91  MK  II 

Exceptional  construction  and  stability 
takes  the  load  and  speed  of  today's  Super 
Bike  Extra  traction  avokls  trouble  spots 
S10xH17  $61.33 
4.25  xH  18  $53.73 
5  10  X  HIS  $57.78 
4.10  xV  19  (Rib)  $45.55 


Michelin  M  45 

Sustains  high  torque  acceleration  and 
braking,  while  providing  excellent  grip  on 
wet  and  dry  road 

4.00  xH  IB  $44.22 
4  25  X  VIS  $50.63 
3  50xH19  $42.29 


Continental  K  112 

Transmits  the  brute  power  of  today's 
Super  Bikes  to  the  road  RB  2  front  tires 
sustain  Mnn  ilisc  braking  forces 


5.10  X  H  16K  112 
4  50x  H  17  K  112 
3.50  X  H  18  K  112 
4.00  X  H  18  K  112 
4  25  X  H  18K  112 
5.10  X  H  18  K  112 

4  2SxH18K112 
Tubeless 

5  10  X  H  IS 
Tubeless 

3  25  XH18R62 

Front 
3  25  X  H  19  RB  2 

Front 
3  50  X  H  19  RB  2 

Front 
3  50x  H  19  RB  2 

Front  Tubeless 


$56.07 
$55.08 
$44.90 
$51.22 
$52.32 
$53.17 

$60.60 

$60.65 

$38.18 

$39.57 

$42.12 

$49.72 


Goodyear  Eagle  G/T II 

A  new  bead-relentk)n  tire  designed  for 
high  speed  road  use 

5  10x17  $48.42 

4  00  X  IS  $42.48 

4  50  x  16  $45.20 

Complele  line  of  Cheng  Shin  and 
Goodyear  tires  also  available 
Ml  tire  prices  include  Federal  Excise  Tax 


FlatFighter  Tubes 

When  a  lire  blows,  it  s  usually  without  warning 
endangering  your  safety  and  causing 
plenty  ot  hassle  Flatfighter  lubes  give 
maximum  protection  against  flats  lor  both 
street  and  dirt  bike  riders  The  Flatfighter  is 
designed  to  be  the  thickest  tube  in  the  indus- 
try U  s  three  limes  thicker  than  the  normal 
tube  and  it  s  made  of  lop  quality,  specially 
formulated,  butyl  rubber  Run  Flatfighter  lubes 
in  your  tires  Spend  your  time  riding  not 
fixing  flats  Complete  sue  selection  Only  9.9S 
each 


Impac  Levers 


When  you  crash  and  don't  break  a  lever  it's 
oursi  Constructed  of  material  that  s  highly  im- 
pact resistant  and  will  not  permanently  deform 
due  to  a  crash  Fits  all  motorcycles  with  'k  inch 
handlebars  Both  S10C  and  S105  levers  are 
unconditionally  guaranteed 
8100  Regular  lever  $3.95  eadi 

S105  Dog-leg  lever  $4.75  eich 


Bell  Helmets 

RT     sizes  6H  to  7V4  While,  black,  blue  or 

red  46.95 

Magnum  II       sizes  6Vi  to  TVi  Silver  or 

white  67.96 

Star  II  (full  face) .    sizes  6%  to  T/t  White  or 

black  84.96 

Moto  Star  (Designed  for  motorcross  and  olf- 
the  road  use).  .  sizes  6%  to  TVt  White  or 
yellow  74.95 

Moto-X  Jerseys 

Vented  nylon  construction  assures  comfort 
and  durability  Available  in  long  sleeves  with 
elbow  pads  in  your  favorite  manufacturer's 
and  team  cokjrs  Hodaka,  Yamaha.  Kawasaki. 
Suzuki,  Honda.  Husqvarna.  Maico.  Bultaco. 
Can-Am.  Ossa.  Plain  (no-name)  Sizes  XS 
(Childs).  S.      L.  XL  $9.95  each 

NGK  Spark  Plugs 

V-Series  (racing/competition): 

Sold  in  boxes  of  4  $1.75  eiek 

Standard  NGK  Plugs: 

Sok)  in  boxes  of  10   79  tKli 

SIZES  TO  FIT  ALL  BIKES 


Gaspring  Shock 
Absorber 

One  of  the  best-kxiking  accessories  for  street 
bikes  today  The  Gaspring  ST  160  Air  Adjusta- 
ble Shock  Absortwr  System.  compMe  with  air 
line  kit.  air  vah«.  gauge  unit  and  all  necessary 
hardware  $89.95 


BOOSER 

Hooker  Headers 

Finest  available,  high  performance  exhaust 
systems  for  h»o  and  lour  cyde  models  C3l\ 
Big  4  for  application  and  our  unbelievably  tow 
prices 


Dry  Rider  Clothing 

Manufactured  from  heavy-duty,  100%  water- 
proof and  wind  resistant  material  Comfortable 
nt  with  lots  of  great  teatures  Available  in  blue 
and  yellow  as  a  one  piece  coverall  or  twc  piece 
suit  klen  S.  M.  Land  XL  Womens  S,  M,  L 

One  piece  nylon  $45.57  each 

Two  piece  P  V  C  $21.90  each 

Two  piece  nylon  $44.46  each 

Mittens,  booties  and  hood  available  Can  lor 
prices 


Tebo  MX  Boots 

The  newest  innovation  in  motorcycle  boots  A 
hard  100%  waterproof  polyurethane  shell  and 
a  soft  quilled  inner  liner  guarantees  total  sup- 
port, safety  and  durability  Available  in  hall 
sizes  from  7  to  1 1  Smooth  sole  only  $$9.95 
pair. 


Ampro  Motocross  Boots 

Rugged  all  leather  uppers  wrth  padded  front 
Steel  loe  plate  Triple  stitched  backs.  DouMo 
stitched  tteel  cuts  for  extra  flex  and  comfort 
Sewn  in  loam  tongue  and  anUe  padding 

Size  2-5  $49.95 

Size  6-12  $64.95 

Call  and  ask  for  a 
FREE  catalog  today! 


Call  toll  free.  Orders  normally  shipped 
within  24  hours.  All  orders  shipped 

U.P.S.,  C.O.D. 
W.  300  Second  Ave.,  Spokane,  WA 
12004  Aurora  Ave.  N.,  Seattle,  WA 
To  order  —  call  toll  free 


|llu<taiiiiu«iil 


1-800-541-2677 

Washington  State  Residents  call 

1-800-572-5690 


master  iftaige 

L  ^  J 
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flicciinnics 

AMEBICAN  MOIOHCVCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  A 

Ch<c«go  CMiiput  2M0  Norirt  hauimI  Slr««l  Chicago  lltinwi  6M57  ]12-9».07T1 

FlolMa  Ca«^  11700  N.W.  lOlh  An.  *t,  M  MIM.  Honda  UOM  MS^MU^H 


MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A. 


Name 


Age 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

□  I  am  a  veteran 
Telephone 


■  Address 

^City 

State 

Zip 

Hella 

H4  Halogen 
headlamp. . . 
100%  more 
light 

The  first  H4  Halogen 
lamp  designed  specifi- 
cally for  motorcycles. 
Double  the  light  output  of 
conventional  headlamps. 
Replaces  7"  and  5%"  sealed- 
beam  units.  Conversion  takes 
only  a  few  minutes.  $32.00  ea. 

HeUa  Dual-Trumpet 
Air  Horn 

Harmoniously  blended  twin- 
tone  horn  kit  for  12V  system. 
$34.00  pr. 

Hella  Halogen 
Driving  Lamps 

Model  155 

Ultra-thin  reflector  case. 
Heavy  gauge,  chrome-plated 
steel  complete  with  cover. 
Ideal  for  motorcycles. 
$40.00  ea. 

Hella  Sports  Mirror 

Streamlined  styling.  Unbreakable,  completely  rustproof  material. 
In  Rally  Black,  Brilliant  Chrome,  Stratochrome.  $26.00  ea. 

Send  $1.00  today  for  color  '78-'79  Hella  Catalogue, 
and  the  name  of  your  nearest  Racemark  dealer. 

Exclusive  U.S.  Importer:  Racemark  International 


P.O.  Box  82-C 
Burnt  Hills,  N  Y.  12027 
Phone  518/399-9106 
Telex:  145-382 


^cemark 

Quality  that  Performs 


I  thought  I  might  comment  on  the  ric 
gear  I  use  in  cold  weather.  My  perse 
choice  for  cold  weather,  5  to  10  degree 
a  combination  wool  sweater  with  a  dc 
vest  on  top  followed  by  a  shell  coat.  I  u: 
60/40  coat  available  at  most  alpine  shoj 
have  treated  the  coat  with  Belstaff  V 
Heat  the  coat  to  about  175  degrees  in 
oven  then  smear  the  wax  into  the  oi 
cotton  shell,  let  dry,  then  toss  into  a  clot 
dryer  to  set  it.  This  process  impregnates 
shell  and  makes  it  reasonably  waterpi 
and  completely  windproof. 

For  my  legs  I  start  with  a  pair  of  tl 
mals,  Damarts',  followed  by  a  pait 
slacks  then  topped  with  a  pair  of 
warmup  pants.  The  nylon  ones  with 
zipper  up  the  sides  make  getting  in  and 
of  them  pretty  easy.  And  if  it  gets  too  w, 
you  can  control  the  flow  of  air  by  un 
ping  them. 

The  secret  to  warmth  is  the  use  of 
layering  technique,  trap  the  air  betw 
the  layers  of  clothes.  Don't  overloc 
good  pair  of  mittens,  with  long  gaui 
tops  and  a  pair  of  boot  liners.  Your  1 
army  surplus  store  should  have  ther 
stock,  they  were  originally  designed  foi 
by  our  boys  stationed  in  the  mDuntaii 
the  Korean  campaign. 

One  last  comment,  use  Scotchguard 
similar  protective  sealant  on  pants 
mittens,  it  really  makes  cleaning  up  n 
easier,  particularly  for  those  who 
messy,  noisy  chains  to  contend  with.  ( 
was  a  dig  in  case  you  didn't  catch  it 
David  Farion 
Williamsville, 

COMING  UP 

August  24,  25  and  26,  1979  INTEP 
TIONAL  BMWRAUy,  KOA  at  Cc 
gold,  California,  40  miles  NE  of  Fresi 
California  Hwy.  41.  Gateway  to  Yos 
National  Park,  the  Sierra  Nevada,  an 
gold-rush  "Mother  Lode"  country, 
than  a  day's  ride  from  San  Fran 
Carmel,  Big  Sur,  Death  Valley,  Lake 
and  many  more.  Information  and 
registration:  BMWRA,  P.O.  Box 
Asheville,  NC  28804. 
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IFWITRE 

PROSPECTING 
FOR  GOLD... 


HERFS  ALL  THE  EQI 


Just  wheel  it  out  of  the 
showroom,  fill  the  tank,  and  go. 
Anywhere. 

Yamaha's  IT  Enduros  don't 
need  expensive  modifications. 
Because  at  Yamaha  the  modifi- 
cations are  made  at  our  factory 
every  year,  by  the  best  engineers 
in  the  world. 

And  our  bikes  have  not  only 
won  every  known  variety  of  local 
competition,  they  also  picked  up 
58  Gold  Medals  in  International 


Trials  events  last  year  alone. 
So  what's  new  this  year? 

MORE  POWER.  LESS  WEIGHT. 

Sometimes  the  difference 
between  winning  and  finishing 
is  a  couple  of  horsepower 

We've  improved  the  power 
of  all  our  Enduros.  In  fact,  the 
IT250  and  IT400  have  com- 
pletely new  engines.  Gutsier, 
lighter,  and  more  compact— 
with  smoother  shifting  trans- 
missions to  get  more  of  that 


power  to  the  ground. 

And  with  the  help  oft 
new  chrome-moly  frame 
250  and  400  also  check : 
few  pounds  less  than  las 

FASTER,  SLOW. 

Since  Enduro  riders  go : 
as  often  as  they  go  fast, 
we  made  the  steering 
a  little  quicker  for 
the  slow  going.  1 


More  power.  Better  torque. 


A  real  tool  kit.  Right  u\ 
'  you  can  get  at  it. 


Improved  longer- travel  Mono- 
shock  rear  suspension.  Our 
exclusive  nitrogen/oil  Mono- 
shock  can  be  adjusted  to  20 
dampening  settings  with  just 
a  screwdriver  Spring  preload, 
spring  rate,  and  nitrogen 
pressure  are  variable,  too. 


Ma 


New  pivot  arm  eliminates 


WNT  WUU.  NEED. 


i.st  or  slow,  our  improved 
shock  has  more  travel  to 
[;he  rear  wheel  where  it 
gs.  And  it's  still  the  only 
m  that  completely  elimi- 
irear  wheel  wobble,  while 
;  adjustable  for  anything 
I  he  Arizona  desert  to  a 
3zechoslovakian  swamp. 


STATE  OF  THE  ART.  APART. 

When  you're  five  minutes  ahead 
of  schedule,  the  last  thing  you 
want  to  do  is  spend  six  minutes 
fixing  a  flat.  So  our  Enduro 
bikes  come  apart  fast. 

With  the  quick-release  rear 
wheel, you  can  fix  a  flat  and  be 
on  your  way  in  as  little  as  90 
seconds. 

Even  the  air  filter  can  be 
replaced  with  one  hand. 
Our  Enduros  come  in 


New  head  angle  for  quicker 
steering. 


three  convenient  sizes— the 
IT175,  the  IT250,  and  the  IT400. 
They  all  have  our  new  limited 
warranty.  And  they  all  have  what 
it  takes  to  win  gold  medals  right 
out  of  the  showroom.  Except  an 
outrageous  price. 

Which  makes  buying  a 
Yamaha  one  of  the  few  ways 
around  to  pick  up  some  gold, 
without  first  owning  the  mine. 

YAMAHA 

Whenyoii  know  how  they're  built 


New  lighter  chrome-moly 
frame  on  the  IT250  and 

moo. 


IT250  and  IT400  have  new 
transmissions  with  easier 
shifting  and  better  ratios. 


Mudproof  footpegs,  aluminum 
ermine  guard. 


Hinged  levers  thatfdd 


BLACK  MAX.  MERCURY'S 
MIGHTIEST  MACHINES. 


Black  Max;  The  maximunn 
Mercury  outboards. 

Thunderous  V-6  power, 
engineered  for  offshore  fishing 
craft,  cruisers  and  high- 
performance  ski  and  bass  rigs. 

Nearly  10  years  in  develop- 
ment. Black  Max  represents 
the  highest  state  of  outboard 
design  technology. 

Black  Max  is  mean  and  lean. 
The  compact  60"  V-6  design 
delivers  big  speed  and  power 


without  unnecessary  bulk  and 
weight.  And  high-efficiency  loop- 
charged  fuel  induction  produces 
greater  fuel  economy  than  other 
engines  in  this  horsepower  range. 

Black  Max  starts  fast  with 
40,000  volt,  solid  state  Thunder- 
bolt' CD  sealed  ignition. 

Mercury  has  engineered  the 
Black  Max  to  be  the  most  i  luicp 
efficient,  trouble-free  JbUCJt 
and  maintenance-free  |2^mi^ 
outboards  ever  built.      a  umirjsw 


The  need  for  tune-ups  has  been 
virtually  eliminated. 

And  for  many  years  of  engine 
life,  every  Black  Max  is  engi- 
neered for  saltwater  service, frorr 
powerhead  to  prop  The  drive- 
train  is  all  stainless  steel. 
And  special  corrosion-resistant 
alloys  and  coatings  are  used 

^1 IDV  I  throughout. 
ClltylU       Black  Max.  In  ever 
UmmSB  way.  they're  Mercury's 
K  coMiwiY  mightiest  machines. 


A  Lif<UNSWICK  (XjMI'ANY 


c,  WisconsKiV  Canada  Australia  Belgium 


,v  . 

-i.  . 


Francis  Beart— A  Single  Purpose 


ny  book  by  Geoff  Clew  is  likely  to 
come  into  the  category  of  what  the 
IS  call  "a  jolly  good  read"  and  this  one 
■^rancis  Beart,  the  celebrated  tuner,  is 
xception.  Of  202  pp  and  mighty  small 
t  (several  illies)  the  book  is  the  kind 
one  curls  up  in  front  of  the  fire  with 
|n  wife  ahd  kiddies  are  all  off  to  the 
s. 

Id  Francis,  by  all  accounts,  is  a  prickly 
of  chap  and  Mr.  Clew  threads  his  way 
!'ully  through  the  immediately  post 
jl  days  when  Beart  became  interested 
otorcycles,  destroying  as  he  goes  the 
I  that  great  tuners  spring  fully  gifted 
Athena's  brow!  Francis'  first  experi- 
iwith  the  Mysterious  Growing  Piston, 
'.  fixes  at  Brooklands  and  his  early 
g  career  are  well  documented  and 
de  a  lot  of  laughs  for  those  not  only 
ssted  in  that  period  but  who  have 
lly  looked  into  the  inside  of  a  motor- 
.  Gradually  the  truth  emerges  that 
:  was  a  thinking  man,  searching  for 
to  make  his  motorcycles  faster,  more 
)le  and  of  course  lighter  ("made  a 
ne  out  of  'oles")  as  he  specialized  in 
ly  Norton  Singles.  As  a  private  en- 
in  competition  with  the  "works" 
Beart  could  not  usually  compete 
the  factory  in  sheer  speed  (or  in 
)  but  managed  to  hold  his  own  just 
me  even  on  the  Isle  of  Man. 
r  years  are  reviewed  with  his  work  in 
Irt  and  after  that  was  over,  details  of 
iree  successful  Daytona  visits  are 
:d  out.  Showing  how  times  have 
ed.  he  demanded  and  got  20  quid  a 
plus  35  quid  expenses  for  the  first 
na  trip,  a  fee  thought  to  be  out- 
js  by  the  factory!  Later  he  got  into 
ila  3  cars,  providing  engines  forprac-> 


HOW  COULD  ANYONE  POSSIBLY 
WANT  MORE  HORSEPOWER? 

The  new  super  bikes  produce  more  horsepower  than  most 
riders  will  ever  be  able  to  use.  But  for  those  who  are  ready  for 
the  challenge.  Hooker  has  sophisticated  exhaust  systems 
that  deliver  even  more  usable  horsepower. 

Look  at  the  facts.  A  Hooker  exhaust  system  can  make  your 
super  bike  quicker,  faster,  and  lighter. 

And  Hooker  has  an  exhaust 
system  specifically 
designed  for  your  bike. 

Send  us  $1.25  and  well 
send  you  a  bunch  of  infor-  ; 
mation  including  our  all  new  I 
16-page    motorcycle  I 
catalog.  Or  just  ask  your 
dealer  for  Hooker  exhaust 
systems.  It's  the  one  sure 
way  to  get  the  best. 

Stuska  Dyno  ResulU  -  July  10,  1978  Hooker's 
Califomla  Facility  •  Engineer,  Rom  Thompson 

•/<  MUe  ResulU  -  August  27,  1978  Rider,  Dave 
Spangler,  205  pounds.  President  Hooker  Industries 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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HOOKER  HAT  &  MUGI  NOW.  ORDER  DIRECTI 

You  rc  right-  I've  looked  everywhere  and  couldn't  find  the  Ofiglnal  Hooker  Hat  or  Mug. 
(Both  are  competition  yellow  with  the  world 
fanr>ous  "I  Love  My  Hooker  Headers "  red  logo.) 

So.  quick,  please  send  me:   Hooker  Hat  (AdjustaMe  Size)  at  each 

 Hooker  Mug  (16  OJ.)  at  S3  95  each  TOTAL*  

Name   

Address   

City  


State 


Master  Charge  Card  *_ 
Expire  Date  


BankAmericard  Card  * 


.  Signature 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to  Hooker,  P.O.  Box  4090,  1032  W  Brooks  St..  Ontario,  Calif  91761.  Sorry,  no  CO  D 
Freight  included.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax.  Offer  valid  for  continental  USA  only.  Void  where  prohibited 
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AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS,  INC. 


GO  WITH  THE  WINNERS! 

If  you're  serious  about  becoming  a  top-notch 
motorcycle  mechanic  you'll  want  the  best  possible 
training  available.  You  can't  afford  second  best 
and  neither  can  we.  If  you  think  you  have  what  it 
takes  to  become  a  fnto^t4U»mat . . . 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-423-4678 

Calif.  Residents  Call  Collect  (213)  944-0123 


OR   MA  I  U   COU  PON  • 


n  RESIDENCE  SCHOOL    n  HOME  STUDY 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS 
10025  Shoemaker  Ave.  •  Santa  Fe  Spgs,  Ca  90670 


NAME. 


.AGE. 


ADDRESS . 


Street 


City  State 


k^PHONE 


Zip 

cw. 


SAVE  YOUR  DOLLARS  AT 

SPINETTI^S 

JACKSON,  CALIF. 
1979  MODELS 


HONDA. 

CBX  $3348<"> 
G/WING  $3108<><> 
CB750F  $2386o<> 
CB750K  $222800 
CB650  $210800 


SUZUKI 
GS1000EN 
GS1000N 
GS850GN 
GS750EN 
GS750N 


S2949.00 
S2720.00 
$2580.00 
S2369.00 
S2228.00 


$316600 
$299700 
$197900 

$236200 
$219700 


KZ1000EI 
KZ1000A3 
KZ750B4 
KZ650C3 
KZ650B3 

WE  ALSO  HAVE  A  LIMITED 
SUPPLY  OF  1978  MODELS 
AT  SUPER  LOW  PRICES! 
PRICES  ARE  SUBJECT  TO 
CHANGE  WITHOUT 
NOTICE  AND  DO  NOT 
INCLUDE  TAX  OR  LICENSE. 
THIS  IS  JUST  A  SAMPLE 
OF  OUR  LOW  PRICES. 
CALL  FOR  DETAILS  AND 
TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS 
AREA  209-233-1674. 
CLOSED  MONDAY 
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ticaily  all  the  hot  dogs  including  Stirling 
Moss,  but  returned  to  bikes  when  the  F3 
fad  faded  and  with  it  the  money.  Generally 
speaking,  this  book  offers  a  fascinating 
look  into  the  wings  of  racing  that  even  old 
race  reporters  find  absorbing,  sighing  at 
the  same  time  for  bygone  days  when  you 
could  run  a  Manx  Norton  with  mega- 
phone down  the  road  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  and  only  receive  a  mild  wigging  from 
the  local  cop!  A  book  to  keep  locked  up  or 
your  friends  will  pinch  it. 

Haynes  Publishing  Co..  861  Lawrence 
Dr..  Newberry  Park.  Calif.  91320  and 
probably  available  at  Autobooks.  2900 
Magnolia.  Burbank.  Calif.  91505  and 
Motorsport.  6115  Gravois.  St  Louis.  Mo. 
63116. 

The  cost  is  $12.95.-/ye«rv  N.  Mannev  III 


A  HURRICANE 
NAMED  VETTER 


A  Hurricane  named  Vfetter 


■IV  stfifY  Of      last  8SA  '^enoic^he 
Vf-  Joe  Pwttfiuftt 


by  Joe  ParkhursI 
Vetter  Design  Works 
San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif. 
S3    76  pp. 

When  they  made  the  tee-shirt  that 
proclaims  "damn.  I'm  Good."  they 
used  Craig  Vetter  for  the  mold. 

The  redeeming  factor  is  that  Damn. 
Craig  is  good.  He's  best  known  now  as  the 
man  behind  all  those  touring  fairings,  but 
his  company  actually  came  to  be  because 
Craig  was  a  bike  nut  and  a  trained  designer 
who  could  see  the  need  for  a  top-quality 
attractive  fairing,  and  had  the  creative 
talent  to  design  one,  the  mechanical  ability 
to  build  the  fairing  and  the  hardware,  and 
the  drive  and  ambition  to  shoe-string  his 
ideas  into  what's  now  one  of  the  largest 
and  best-known  firms  in  the  motorcycle 
field. 

Men  like  this  tend  to  have  egos  to  match 
their  empires,  and  Vetter  does.  Early  in  his 
career  as  a  designer,  he  drew  up  some  ideas 
for  a  motorcycle  styled  in  the  American 
way.  He  took  the  ideas  to  the  American 
branch  of  BSA  and  they  commissioned  a 
complete  design,  based  on  the  BSA  Triple, 
that  make's  high-performance  model  and 
one  that  wasn't  selUng  as  expected. 

This  book  is  a  history  of  that  project, 
along  with  some  thoughts  about  BSA,  the 
English,  and  about  motorcycle  styling  and 
design.  As  such,  it's  a  good  close  look  at> 
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INTIRNAL^ 
PUNCTURI  S«*^ 
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FOR  ADDEI 
PERFORMANi 
SAFETY 
&TIRELIFI 

BAL«iNCE  PLUS  Is  a  chem 
weighted  formula  that  works  byce 
ugal  force  inside  your  motorcycle 
balancing  the  entire  wheel  and  tir 
as  you  ride.  It  compensates  for 
rider  and  tire  wear  conditions  tc 
you  continuous  balance  that  can 
inate  wheel  hop  and  tire-origii 
vibration.  You  get  added  high  « 
stability  for  the  life  of  your  tires. 

The  special  BAL^NCE  PLUS  com| 
actually  dissipates  heat  so  youi 
run  cooler  and  last  longer. 

With  BALANCE  PLUS  you  gett 
PLUS  ...  a  puncture  sealer  that 
you  protection  against  small  leaks  ( 
from  nails  and  other  road  he 
BALANCE  PLUS  eliminates  up  to « 
normal  air  loss  and  seals  most  pun 
as  you  ride.  j 

BALANCE  PLUS  is  recommenc 
all  motorcycle  tires.  Available  in 
1 2  oz.  and  1 6  oz.  bottles. 

Send  50C  for  technical  prod 
information  and  decal. 

M>VIMK) 
OCUPROII 


7  years  ago  this  is  the  way 
we  produced  our  first  motorcycle  manual 


We  still  haven't  found  a  better  way 


7  years  ago  we  began  with  an  idea  that  motorcycle 
lanuals  should  be  easy  enough  for  everyone  to  follow. 

So  we  took  a  BSA  Pre-unit  twin  and  we  stripped  it  down 
)  the  last  nut  and  bolt.  Then  our  own  hand-picked  team 
f  mechanics,  writers  and  photographers 
ut  it  together  again.  Writing, 
rawing,  photographing,  making 
/ery  step  of  the  way  easier. 

The  result  was  the 
rst  Haynes  Owners'  ' 
Workshop  Manual, 
eople  told  us  it  was  the 
implest,  clearest,  easiest 
)  follow  motorcycle 
anual  ever. 

After  7  years,  the 
hole  world  over,  we 
ill  far  more  motorcycle 
anuals  than  anybody, 
rid  we're  still  the  only 
'cle  manual  publisher 
ho  can  claim  that  for 
ery  manual,  we've 
tmpletely  stripped 
id  rebuilt  the  cycle. 


Which  is  the  simple  reason  why,  whether  you're  changing 
your  oil  or  changing  your  engine  —  you  can't  go  wrong 
when  you  do  it  by  The  Book. 


IHaynes  is  The  Book 


Price  only  $7.50 


Available  in  book  stores,  motorcycle  dealers  and  wherever  do-it-yourself 
motorcycle  parts  and  accessories  are  sold. 


Haynes  Publications,  Inc.  •861  Lawrence  Drive,  Newbury  Park,  CA  91320  •  Tel  (213)  889-5400 


FOR  PAVEMENT  AND  DIRT 


The  Mart«k  440  is  a  compact,  rfeliable, 
high  performance  solid  state  electronic 
ignition  which  operates  with  a  unique  opti- 
cal trigger.  Designed  especially  for  the 
Honda  350,  400,  SOO,  550  &  750  four*, 
and  Kawasaki  KZ  650  (440),  Kawasaki 
900  a  1000  fours  (440K)  and  the  Suzuki 
750  A  1000  fours  (440S),  the  MarteK  440 
delivers  totally  accurate  firing  power 
through  an  unequalled  infrared  light  emit- 
ting diode  system  — the  most  modern  sys- 
tem on  the  market  today!  Timing  problems 
and  points  are  completely  eliminated;  In 
fact,  the  440  fits  entirely  behind  the  points 
cover.  Install  it  on  your  new  bike  or  on  your 
present  machine.  Your  motorcycle  means 
a  lot  to  you;  now  get  the  full  power,  quick 
starts  and  high  performance  you've  always 
wanted.  Three  year  factory  guarantee. 
($98.95) 


You've,  put  $L  lot  of  money  into  your  bike, 
now  get  the  best  out  of  if  with  a  computer- 
ized high  performance  electronic  ignition. 
The  Martek  1OO0  solid  state  electronic 
ignitions  for  the  Honda  Gold  Wing  (1000) 
1970  &  up,  Harley-Davidsons  (1000H-0), 
BMW's  (1000BMW)  and  the  Yamalia  650 
twin  (10O0YT),  RD350  &  RD400  (1000Y) 
will  give  your  road  bike  that  high  perform- 
ance you've  wanted  for  so  long.  You  will 
get  more  spark  energy  for  quicker  starts, 
longer  plug  life,  reduced  maintenance 
costs,  fewer  tune-up  hassles  and  in- 
creased dependability!  Using  the  perform- 
ance-proven "Hall  Effect"  magnetic  sensor 
for  firing,  the  Martek  1000  completely 
eliminates  points  and  timing  is  extraordi- 
narily precise  — delivering  full  punch  from 
every  fuel  charge.  Go  for  it!  Three  year 
factory  guarantee.  (1000H-D,  1000  BMW, 
1000Y,  1000YT  —  $109.95;  1000  -  $98.95). 


mocoCiK 
GO-ssnia-sao 

Designed  to  meet  the  unique  ignition 
needs  of  today's  large  displacement 
four-stroke  singles,  the  Mototek 
CD-350  or  CO-500  will  deliver  the  posi- 
tive power  your  thumper  requires.  High 
energy  Mototeks  deliver  fast  starts,  cou- 
pled with  better  operating  performance  — 
and  points  are  completely  eliminated ! 
Mototeks  are  unaffected  by  engine  heat, 
dirt  or  moisture,  so  you  can  keep  your 
mind  on  your  riding  and  not  on  your  igni- 
tion system.  This  reliability  is  provided  by 
the  proven  "Hall  Effect"  sensor.  Precision 
timing  gives  full  ignition  power  over  the 
entire  timing  range.  Both  units  operate 
independent  of  the  battery.  Get  total  per- 
formance and  maximum  reliability  from 
your  motorcycle  — get  aMototek  CDI. 
One  year  factory  guarantee.  ($89.95). 


Products,  Inc. 


These  are  two  top  performers  for  2-  and 
4-stroke  singles  with  flywheel/magneto 
ignitions.  (Choice  depends  on  coil  sys- 
tem.) Both  operate  completely  indepen- 
dent of  the  battery  and  give  strong, 
maximum  response  on  every  ride.  Each 
completely  eliminates  points  so  tune-ups 
will  be  fewer  and  cheaper  for  you.  You  get 
higher  performance  in  quicker  starts  and 
more  consistent  power  through  accurate 
firing  control.  A  high  energy  MOTOTEK 
CDI  ensures  that  you  will  get  maximum 
power  and  maximum  voltage  at  the  proper 
instant — and  the  full  fuel  charge  is  used 
every  time.  Also  available:  CDI  REPLACE- 
MENT RACING  IGNITIONS.  These  Moto 
tek  GDIs  replace  the  stock  coil  and  "black 
box"  to  give  more  spark  advance  and 
higher  RPM  power  than  factory  GDIs.  One 
year  factory  guarantee. 
(CD-15  $59.95;  CD-31  $69.95). 


*  Other  models  available.  Send  50c  for  our  1979  catalog  and  decal. 
3609  ,W.  MacArthur  Blvd.,  Santa  Ana.  GA  92704 

714/751-7901 


the  topics  mentioned,  and  for  those  of 
interested  in  the  subjects,  it's  as  clos. 
look  inside  such  work  as  we're  likely  to  | 

It's  also  a  personal  look.  The  authoi 
record  is  Joe  Parkhurst,  well  known 
readers  of  this  magazine.  Joe  is  also  a  h 
nut.  and  a  designer  (he  got  into  publish 
as  a  designer,  in  fact)  and  he  and  I 
magazine  were  involved  in  the  Hurric, 
project.  He  and  Vetter  are  friends  of  1( 
standing  and  like  any  eye-witness  acco 
from  witnesses  who  were  part  of  the  acti 
this  book  may  contain  unconscious  bia 
favor  of  those  who're  telling  the  tale. 

The  publication  of  the  book  has  b 
backed  by  Vetter's  company,  and  no  exi 
money  was  spent.  It's  a  slick,  soft  cover 
the  economy-grade  paper  doesn't  do 
tice  to  some  of  the  photography  and 
typeface  is,  to  this  reader,  difficult  to  n 

Even  with  all  this,  the  book  is  an  acci 
of  a  project  that's  become  a  collect 
item,  and  an  account  you  won't  get 
where  else.  Vetter  dealers  will  have  co 
on  stock,  or  in  the  catalog,  $3  each. 

—Allan  Gil 

A  BROTHERHOOD 
OF  OUTLAWS 


BY  ROBERT  UPKIN 


by  Robert  Lipkin 
Just  Bitchin '  Enterprises 
Hermosa  Beach,  Calif.  $9.95 
234  pp. 

Literary  criticism  has  hazards  and 
tations  all  its  own.  The  author 
book  squeezed  his  way  through  the 
door,  sat  down  in  two  of  the  visitor 
and  said  he'd  brought  us  a  copy 
novel,  which  he  hoped  we'd  review. 

So  we  will.  As  the  title  implies,  tl 
novel  about  motorcycle  outlaws 
novel,  it's  a  paperback,  dime-novel 
western  sort  of  book.  The  plot  is  th 
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Qiiick-Change  Artist 

When  it  comes  to  all-around 


performance,  nobody  out-performs  Suzuki 

Case  in  point; 
The  TS  Dual-Purpose  Bikes. 

Power  For  Cruising  or  Bruising. 

All  four  TS  models  (100,125,185,250)  get  their 
fire-power  from  Suzuki's  lamed  Power 
Reed™  This  gutsy  mill  has  proven  its  tough- 
ness on  motocross  tracks  around  the  world. 
Yet,  it's  smooth  and  quiet  for  cruising 
the  streets. 

"CCI"  Lubrication.  All  lour  bikes  hove 
Suzuki's  innovative  "CCI"  oil  injection  system. 
It  assures  perfect  lubrication  automatically 
So  there's  no  mix,  no  muss. 

Double-Duty  Features.  Each  TS  is 
eqpiipped  to  handle  road  or  range  with 
ease.  Examples:  Laid-down  rear  shocks 
hove  5  load  settings  so  they  can  be 
adjusted  for  pavement  or  paths.  MX-styled 
seat  is  trim  and  comfortable.  Exhaust  pipe 
is  safely  tucked  in.  Street-legal  lights  and 
instrumentation  come  in  handy  on  road  or 
off.  Primary  kick  starting  lets  you  start  in  any 
gear  And  new  leading  axle  forks  on  TS-185 
and  250  contribute  to  better  control  and 
handling  on  any  terrain. 

Oh  yes,  there's  one  other  nice  little 
thing.  All  of  these  bikes  come  with  nice  little 
Suzuki  prices. 

Now  you  know  why  TS  Dual-Purpose 
Bikes  are  among  the  world's  great  performers 


!*AVEME 

ENDS 


Suzuki.  Tile  performer. 


Ride  with  care;  wear  protective  appxirel  and  help  protect  the  environment.  Member  Motorcycle  Salety  Foundation.\¥/ 


DON^  PUSH  rr 
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The  Lockhart  Cooler  System 
is  our  dip-brazed  radiator 
coupled  with  the  optional 
BP-180  thermostat  for  cold  oil 
flow  control. 

Available  in  black  epoxy  or 
polished  chrome.  Thermostat 
available  separately  or  in  black 
System  Kit. 


Get  a  Lockhart  cooler  system. 

Your  bike's  oil  can  break  down  when 
you  need  it  most.  Accessories,  passengers, 
hard  riding  and  motor  modifications  can 
build  up  heat  enough  to  cook  your  oil. 
After  the  additives  have  evaporated, 
sludge  settles  into  the  valve  guides,  piston 
rings,  and  bearings. 

Varnish  can  accumulate  in  the  motor, 
increasing  friction  and  cutting  power.  Hot 
oil  can  produce  balky  shifts  and  grabby 
clutch  operation. 

There  is  a  solution:  The  Lockhart  Oil 
Cooler.  The  lightest,  most  efficient  cooler 
made.  It  drops  oil  temp  down  to  safe 
levels,  protects  against  catastrophic 
breakdown.  Smooth  clutch  and  transmis- 
sion operation  is  restored. 

Our  exclusive  Dip-Brazed  Construction 
assures  corrosion  and  vibration  resistance 
for  long  life.  We  stand  behind  our  coolers 
with  a  Lifetime  Guarantee. 

We're  not  saying  everybody  needs  a 
cooler.  But  if  you  load  up  your  bike  with 
accessories,  ride  long  distances,  or  like  to 
really  crank  it  on  once  in  a  while,  don't 
push  your  luck.  Protect  yourself  with  a 
Lockhart  Oil  Cooler. 


ir 


OIL  COOLER  SYSTEMS 


predictable.  All  the  girls  are  pretty  anr 
the  men  are  brave  and  loyal.  There": 
guesswork  involved,  that  is.  will  the  ; 
biker  plot  be  exposed  in  time?  Willi 
honest  newsman  be  able  to  broadcas  c 
truth?  Will  the  hero  recover  from  his  cn: 

Does  Kenny  Roberts  know  hou  to  x'n 
motorcycle? 

This  is  an  adventure  story.  Lipkinn 
taken  a  strong  and  emotional  stand  I 
worked  his  plot  around  it.  Woven  into: 
plot  are  the  sort  of  adventures  most  11 
haul  riders  kinda  wish  they'd  have,  at; 
with  some  of  the  adventures  Lipkinn 
had. 

As  part  of  that,  every  unprintable  » 
in  our  language  is  printed  here.  Thoi 
scenes  are  as  graphic  as  they  ares 
believeable. 

What  we  have  here  is  not  a  novel.  ; 
movie-to-be.  the  perfect  basis  for  a  dt 
in  biker  flick;  chase  scenes,  gunfiji 
fistfights,  lovely  ladies  without  mucH 
heroes  and  villains  you  can  identify  ev/ 
you  were  in  the  snack  bar  during  thes 
reel. 

Lipkin  knows  this.  He  used  to  worki 
stuntman  and  he  knows  movie  pe^; 
who've  already  been  sent  copies  olc 
book.  He  expects  it  will  become  a  "B£ 
worse)  movie  and  he'll  make  eno. 
money  to  quit  writing  trashy  books.- 

Meanwhile,  he  was  paid  for  this  wm 
copies.  No  money  changed  hands.  . 
printer  instead  shipped  Lipkin  a  houii 
of  books,  and  he's  selling  them  hinn 
$9.95  to  Just  Bilchin'  Enterprises.  350  C 
mosa  Ave.  Ste.  7.  Hermosa  Beach.  0 
90254. 

A  man  of  faith.  And  a  friend,  whiii 
why  this  review.  If  we  publish  an  hoi 
review,  we  offered,  can  we  all  have  pa  i 
vour  movie?  Ain't  none  of  us  here 
ride  better  than  Steve  what's-his-nanr 

Here's  the  honest  review.  Watch  fori 
a  drive-in  near  you.    —Allan  Cirdler-y 


1..-  ' 


Illustration  t>y  C 


From  the  country  of :   Ferrari,  Fiat,  Maserati, 
Lamborghini,  Alfa  Romeo,  Lancia,  JHV,lWorini, 
]Horbidelli,Laverda,...  CiacomoAgostini,Walter 
VillaAirginio  Ferrari,  ^tlvolari,Varzi,  Farina, 
and—Andretti  (do  you  need  more?) 

From  the  country  of  speed, 
the  latest  in  safety:  the  Integral IMava  2. 


IntegralNava  2 
Made  in  Italy  from  the  same  company  that  brought  you 
the  world  famous''Granturismo''grips. 


•oro 
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DISTRIBUTORS  CONTACT: 

Performance  Sales  Associates,  Inc. 

14336  SHERMAN  WAY,  VAN  NUYS,  CALIF.  91405 

NAVA/USA  2975  Wilshire  Boulevard.,  Suite  633,  Los  Angeles,  California  90010 
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GOOD  NEWS 

FOR  BIKERS. 

Introducing  the  Sears  DieHard®  And  long  storage  life. 

Motorcycle  battery.  The  motorcycle  DieHard  can  deliver 

The  name  tells  you  what  to  expect,  on  all  of  them. 

Cold  cranking  power.  Otherwise  it  wouldn't  be  a  DieHard.      .  ^ 

Reserve  capacity.  At  Sears  Tire  and  Auto  Centers.^  ^r$^ 

Vibration  resistance.  Or  through  the  Catalog.  SeaTS 


Tire  and  Auto  Centers 
and  Catalog. 


I 
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ROUNDUP 

Iotorcycle  insurance  has  become  more 
like  the  weather  than  even  the 
ther.  Everybody  talks  about  it,  nobody 
done  anything  about  it.  and  when  it's 
,  we  bikers  get  soaked, 
merican  Honda  Motor  Co.  has  plans 
hange  that.  The  problem  has  been 
ling  for  a  long  time.  As  prices  in- 
ie,  so  do  the  costs  of  fixing  damaged 
5  and  replacing  stolen  bikes.  Almost  by 
lition,  motorcycle  riders  and  owners 
vithin  a  higher  risk  group,  in  terms  of 
ind  sex.  As  court  costs  and  jury  awards 
p,  so  does  the  cost  of  defending  your- 
or  even  of  collecting  what's  due  you, 
urt. 

)body  is  better  at  working  with  figures 
insurance  companies.  They  know  a 
curve  when  they  see  one.  Adding  to 
we  motorcyclists  are  not  universally 
lar  and  it's  frequently  hard  to  get 
ance  for  your  road  bike.  If  you  al- 
'  insure  a  house  and  car,  you  have 
ige.  If  you're  a  younger  man.  with  no 
busine.ss  to  offer,  you  can  have  trou- 
>r  pay  too  much.  And  if  the  bike's 
bought  on  time,  the  dealer  must 
ct  himself  by  insisting  on  insurance 
'e've  all  learned  this  the  hard  way. 
has  Honda.  They're  in  the  business  of 


HONDA  BETS  ON  US 

selling  motorcycles.  When  things  get  to  the 
point  that  sales  of  motorcycles  suffer  be- 
cause the  cost  of  insurance  takes  an  ever- 
increasing  share  of  the  monthly  payment, 
putting  a  new  bike  out  of  the  reach  of  a 
man  who  wants  one,  Honda  gets  con- 
cerned. 

In  this  case  Honda  officials  got  con- 
cerned enough  to  call  a  series  of 
conferences  and  meetings,  among  com- 
pany people,  dealers,  and  insurance  com- 
panies. 

Instead  of  passing  the  buck,  each  party 
began  working  on  things  they  could  do  to 
hold  down  costs.  If.  say.  new  Hondas  were 
built  with  theft  alarms,  or  more  convenient 
locks,  bikes  would  be  harder  to  steal  and 
they'd  get  stolen  less.  If  dealers  sold  repair 
parts  to  insurance  companies  at  a  discount, 
the  way  most  car  agencies  do  for  crashed 
cars,  the  price  for  insured  repairs  would  go 
down.  If  dealers  sold  frames  only  when  the 
buyer  had  a  bashed  frame  to  trade  in. 
stolen  bikes  would  be  harder  to  register 
and  thus  less  worth  stealing.  If  insurance 
agents  could  charge  less  commission, 
they'd  get  more  business.  If  an  insurance 
company  could  coordinate  this  campaign, 
the  myriad  requirements  of  the  regulatory 
bodies  in  the  50  ever-so-sovereign  states 


could  be  better  understood. 

This  gets  terribly  complicated.  Prelimi- 
nary work  started  several  years  ago  and  at 
this  writing,  the  complete  plan  isn't  ready 
yet. 

We  have  been  told  the  general  outline. 
American  Honda  and  the  First  American 
Insurance  Co.  are  working  out  a  way  for 
Honda  dealers  to  be  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness. Buyers  of  new  bikes,  and  owners  of 
old  bikes,  can  buy  coverage  from  the  deal- 
ers. In  states  where  everybody  except  in- 
surance agents  are  prohibited  from  selling 
insurance,  the  dealers  and  local  agents  will 
be  helped  in  working  out  some  system  by 
which  the  Honda  program  will  be  useful  to 
both  as  well  as  legal. 

Sorry,  no  rosy  forecasts.  The  men  work- 
ing out  the  details  can't  promise  40  percent 
savings  for  everybody.  They  expect  most 
riders  in  most  places  will  be  able  to  save 
some,  but  they  don't  know  how  much  and 
there  may  be  cases  in  which  the  Honda 
program  can't  offer  anything  not  already 
available. 

For  now,  it's  good  to  know  that  some- 
body, especially  a  somebody  of  the  si/e 
and  influence  of  American  Honda,  is 
doing  more  than  pass  the  blame.  > 


on  by  Doug  Roy 
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MOTORCYCLE  SANTA 


The  image  of  motorcyclists,  particularly 
those  of  the  chopper  persuasion,  has 
been  well  defined  by  countless  movies,  all 
of  which  have  depicted  motorcyclists  as 
hulking  mouth  breathers  with  a  bent  to- 
ward raping  and  pillage. 

Last  December  a  group  (not  a  mob)  of 
motorcyclists,  mostly  those  of  the  chopper 
persuasion,  gathered  in  Pasadena,  Califor- 
nia to  donate  thousands  of  toys  to  the 
Salvation  Army  to  be  used  as  Christmas 
gifts  for  underprivileged  children. 

The  image  and  the  action  don't  fit  to- 
gether. 

Estimates  of  the  number  of  motorcy- 
clists involved  ranged  from  10,000  to 
20,000.  Parked  end  to  end,  the  line  of 
motorcycles  would  be  15  to  30  miles  long. 
Parading  from  Griffith  Park  to  Pasadena 
City  Hall,  17  miles  away,  the  first  motorcy- 


clists arrived  at  Pasadena  before  the  riders 
in  the  middle  of  the  parade  started  their 
engines. 

Groups  of  10,000  to  20,000  people  aren't 
uncommon,  there  are  frequently  groups  of 
spectators  that  size  for  sporting  events  or 
entertainment.  But  these  weren't  specta- 
tors, they  were  participants.  What  other 
event  in  this  country  has  ever  attracted 
20,000  participants  and  didn't  offer  any 
tangible  rewards?  The  Revolutionary  War, 
perhaps? 

The  Toy  Run,  sponsored  by  the  Modi- 
fied Motorcycle  Association  has  been 
going  on  for  several  years  now,  getting 
bigger  each  year.  Because  last  year's  event 
had  grown  to  nearly  10,000  participants, 
the  organizers  staged  a  similar  event  the 
previous  weekend  300  miles  north  of  the 
Pasadena  Toy  Run,  the  idea  being  to  break" 


the  event  down  to  several  regional  n 
The  northern  Toy  Run  was  a  great  rou 
success,  but  it  didn't  slow  down  riders  fi 
all  over  California  converging  on  Pasad 
on  a  bright,  clear  Sunday  morning. 

As  usual,  stuffed  animals  were  the  n 
popular  toys  donated  by  the  moiorcyc 
some  particularly  large  animals  being  5 
on  a  few  choppers.  Piled  up  in  fron 
Pasadena  City  Hall,  the  toys  forme 
small  mountain. 

Of  course  the  image  of  motorcyclists 
being  changed  by  the  television  and  n 
paper  coverage  generated  by  the  even 

After  the  run,  in  a  downtown  restau 
an  elderly  Pasadena  woman  asked  a  ^ 
ress,  "Is  there  a  motorcycle  rally  g 
on?" 

"No,"  the  waitress  replied,  "It's  a  S 
tion  Army  toys-for-tots  event." 


Aennacchi  Reborn 


lealizing  at  long  last  that  their  Italian 
I  factory  was  leading  to  more  and  more 
lost  money,  AMF-Harley-Davidson  de- 


cided last  summer  to  close  the  factory. 
Cagiva.  a  hardware  factory  from  nearby 
Varese  already  involved  in  GP  racing. 


bought  the  factory  and  is  beginning] 
duction.  Named  after  the  founder, 
tiglioni  Giovanni  Varese,  Cagiva  nt 
run  by  Claudio  and  Giovanni  Varescl 
have  plans  to  save  the  legendary  GP  rl 
MVs  from  ruin. 

Several  models  are  planned  by  the  I 
New  light  and  medium  weight  street! 
strokes,  125  and  250cc  motocross  mtf 
and  a  revised  300cc  four-stroke  S| 
based  on  the  old  Aermacchi  250c| 
planned.  GP  racing  will  be  resumed  I 
the  250cc  rotary  valve  Twin  (54| 
claimed  at  10,800  rpm)  and  a  50()cc| 
are  produced.  Two  models  of  the  i 
stroke  Single  have  been  planned,  a  s| 
bier  and  an  electric  start  roadster.  Bol 
a  294cc  version  of  the  Single  withi 
72mm  bore  and  stroke,  the  si/e  usee, 
best  success  by  the  racing  Aermaccl 

—Carlo 
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The  Vindicator 

If  the  fairing  below  strongly  resembles  our 
famous  Windjammer,  it's  no  coincidence.  In 
fact,  we're  proud  to  say  that  our  Vindicator  is 
every  bit  as  good  in  both  quality  and  design  as 
our  highly  acclaimed  Windjanuner.  It  offers  to- 
day's best  aerodynamics,  along  with  functional 
storage  and  excellent  styling  at  a  truly  reason- 
able price. 

Perhaps  the  Vindicator  is  best  described  as  a 
no-frills  Windjammer  at  a  no-frills  price.  It 
comes  with  the  exclusive  Vetter  hardware 
mounting  system  and  is  available  to  fit  a  wide 
selection  of  today's  leading  motorcycles  —  how 
about  yours? 

Check  out  the  Vindicator  and  all  the  Vetter 
motorcycle  compxynents  at  your  local  dealer,  or 
send  $1  for  our  new  20-page  catalog:  1150 
Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  94301. 


First  to  do  it  right 


THE  DUCK  STRIKES  BACK 


VETTER  CORP.  SOLD 


Shortly  after  the  Phantom  Duck  of  The 
Desert  was  enjoined  from  organizing 
his  annual  Barstow-To- Vegas  trail  ride  and 
the  ride  took  place  in  groups  small  enough 
to  fit  the  rules,  on  roads  and  trails  open  to 
public  use.  as  noted  last  month.  New  West, 
a  monthly  magazine  published  in  Califor- 
nia, had  an  article  about  off-road  vehicles. 

They  are,  you  knew  without  being  told, 
against  them.  Not  just  motorcycles  but 
jeeps  and  trucks  and  buggies  as  well. 

The  article  was  written  by  a  man  who 
has  also  been  paid  to  write  a  book  in  the 
same  vein,  the  funds  coming  from  a 
federally-financed  group.Our  tax  dollars  at 
work,  against  us,  as  we  also  could  have 
guessed. 

The  article  was  predictable,  in  that  it 
depicted  off-roaders  as  mindless  vandals, 
burning  trees,  aimlessly  shooting  rifles 


hither  and  yon.  never  happy  unless  riding 
or  driving  across  virgin  terrain,  flowered  if 
possible.  You  can  guess  the  contents,  as 
we've  all  seen  this  type  of  article  already. 

We  naturally  wrote  a  letter  to  the  editor, 
unpublished  as  yet  and  we're  not  gonna 
hold  our  breath. 

We  hope  for  something  better.  The  arti- 
cle named  the  Phantom  Duck  of  the  Des- 
ert. He  has  a  legal  defense  fund,  and  we're 
told  that  his  lawyers  believe  he  has  cause 
for  damages.  He  was  the  only  actual  indi- 
vidual named,  they  say.  and  that  makes 
him  a  victim  of  a  unfair  attack.  In  what 
way?  We  can't  say  as  the  lawyers  will  tell  us 
only  that  it  will  all  come  out  in  court.  The 
petition  seeks  $1  million  in  damages, 
which  should  get  New  West's  attention. 
We'll  be  watching  this  one. 


Craig  Vetter.  who  began  producing  n 
torcycle  fairings  and  founded  Vet 
Corp.  in  1967.  has  sold  his  company.  R 
Binet,  a  banker  and  financier  from  R: 
toul,  Illinois,  where  Vetter  Corp.  beg; 
bought-the  company  in  late  1978. 

The  company  headquarters  was  mo\ 
from  Rantoul  to  San  Luis  Obispo.  Calif 
nia  two  years  ago,  Craig  has  built  a  desi 
studio  on  a  hill  behind  the  new  plant  a 
will  continue  to  design  new  products  a 
work  with  the  Vetter  Corp.  Both  the  n 
plant  and  the  existing  Rantoul  facility  v 
continue  production  of  motorcycle  i 
cessories.  with  fairings  being  built  at  R^ 
toul  and  new  products  assembled  at  ' 
Luis  Obispo. 


RED  ROOSTER  n 


This  engaging  device  is  Red  Rooster  II. 
Mr.  Editor  Giidler's  Honda  CB/ 
RC350/400/450/750/ 163,  a  humble  road- 
ster rigged  out  as  a  GP  bike  years  ago.  lost 
and  found  by  the  ed.  and  mentioned  in  his 
column.  The  picture  appears  here  because 
he  tells  us,  the  staff,  that  vast  numbers  of 
readers  (three,  by  our  count)  have  asked  to 
see  what  the  bike  looks  like.  Of  more 
interest  is  the  news  as  we  go  to  press  that 
there  may  be  a  vintage  class  or  parade  at 
the  AFM  Six-Hour,  April  29  at  Ontario 
Motor  Speedway.  If  all  goes  well  RRII  and 
some  genuine  vintage  road  racers  will  ap- 
pear. Confirmation  and  details  next 
month.  B 
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There  are  comparisons  to  be  made,  but 
not  with  the  CBX.  Instead,  the  1300  could 
be  compared  to  the  Honda  Gold  Wing  or 
Yamaha's  XS  Eleven,  both  big.  refined, 
heavy  touring  bikes  made  for  long  dis- 
tances on  open  roads  with  big  loads. 

The  Kawasaki  is  that  kind  of  bike.  Only 
better. 

Beginning  in  June.  1973.  Kawasaki  en- 
gineers began  work  on  Model  203.  which 
was  to  become  a  luxury  high  performance 
motorcycle.  Various  engine  configurations 
were  initially  considered  but  the  motorcy- 
cle was  to  have  1200cc  and  a  shaft  drive. 
The  original  900cc  Zl  had  been  intro- 
duced the  year  before  and  the  sport  market 
was  considered  well  covered. 

Six  cylinders  was  considered  the  max- 
imum number  for  the  engine  size  and  had 
an  undeniable  market  appeal.  At  that 
time,  the  Benelli  Sei  hadn't  been  intro- 
duced and  the  only  Honda  with  six  cylin- 
ders had  been  a  GP  racer  made  in  a 
previous  decade.  While  a  V-Six,  like  the 
Laverda  endurance  racer,  could  be  more 
compact.  Kawasaki  had  more  experience 
with  inline  engines  and  could  design  an 
inline  Six  sufficiently  compact  to  fit  a 
motorcycle. 

That's  where  the  liquid  cooling  comes 
in.  Although  an  inline  Six,  with  cylinders 
lined  up  across  the  frame,  could  be  air 
cooled  adequately,  liquid  cooling  could 
make  the  engine  more  compact  because 
less  room  is  needed  between  cylinders. 
Liquid  cooling,  of  course,  also  has  merit 
for  touring  bike  use:  it  insulates  against 
mechanical  noise,  making  the  bike  qui- 
eter; it  increases  longevity  through  precise 
control  of  operating  temperature;  and  it 
allows  more  efficient  running  by  holding 
temperatures  constant  and  higher  under 
normal  operation  than  is  possible  with  an 
air  cooled  engine. 

Because  the  Six  was  to  be  a  touring  bike 
instead  of  an  all-out  sport  bike,  the  design 
is  compromised  more  toward  touring  than 
sport  in  a  number  of  ways.  Because  ulti- 
mate power  potential  wasn't  needed,  the 
engine  is  decidedly  undersquare  with  a 
62mm  bore  and  71mm  stroke.  An  over- 
square  engine  has  more  piston  area,  more 
room  for  valves  and  lower  piston  speeds, 
all  of  which  contribute  to  higher  horse- 
power, but  the  undersquare  engine  is  nar- 
rower and,  all  other  things  being  equal, 
produces  more  low-end  and  mid-range 
power.  Just  the  ticket  for  a  touring  bike. 

Most  of  the  design  innovations  narrow 
the  engine  across  the  cylinders  and  head, 
rather  than  at  the  crankshaft.  While 
Honda  moved  the  alternator  and  ignition 
behind  the  crankshaft  to  keep  the  bottom 
of  the  CBX  Six  narrow  for  improved  cor- 
nering clearance,  Kawasaki  left  the  alter- 
nator on  the  right  end  of  the  crankshaft 
and  mounted  a  torsion  damper/flywheel 
on  the  left  end  of  the  1300's  crankshaft. 
The  weights  help  balance  the  Sixes'  cycli- 
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cal  vibrations  but  don't  help  cornering 
clearance. 

To  keep  the  crankshaft  short,  there's 
only  one  drive  chain,  a  32mm  Hy-Vo, 
which  drives  a  jackshaft  directly  behind 
the  crankshaft.  There  is  no  cam  chain  from 
the  crankshaft.  Instead,  a  lOmm  Hy-Vo 
chain  runs  from  the  jackshaft  to  drive  both 
cams. 

The  incredible  sophistication  of  the 
1300  is  apparent  in  the  drive  system.  Once 
power  is  transmitted  to  the  jackshaft.  it 
goes  in  two  directions.  To  the  right  side,  the 
power  flows  through  a  spring-loaded  cam- 
type  damper  to  the  40mm  Hy-Vo  chain 
which  drives  the  mammoth  clutch. 

To  keep  the  jackshaft  narrow,  the 
damper  drives  an  inner  shaft  which  is 
splined  to  the  outer  shaft  which  drives  the 
clutch  drive  chain.  On  the  left  side  of  the 
primary  drive  chain  is,  first,  the  cam  chain, 
then  a  bearing,  then  a  roller  chain  which 
drives  an  auxiliary  shaft,  and  finally  a 
nylon  spur  gear  which  drives  the  oil  pump. 
The  roller  chain  is  the  only  one  of  that  type 
in  the  engine. 

The  auxiliary  shaft,  which  runs  directly 
above  the  jackshaft  behind  the  cylinders,  is 
just  as  busy.  It  is  driven  at  its  left  end  and 
drives  the  pulse  generator  of  the  transistor- 
controlled  breakerless  ignition  through  a 
nylon  spur  gear  on  its  right  end.  In  the 
middle  of  the  auxiliary  shaft  is  a  bevel  gear 
which  drives  a  tiny  shaft  running  forward 
between  the  center  pair  of  cylinders  and 
which  has  the  waterpump  mounted  on  its 
forward  end. 

To  keep  the  auxiliary  shaft  drive  chain 
and  the  cam  chains  taut,  there  are  spring 
loaded,  ramp-type  automatic  cam  chain 
tensioners  on  both  chains.  There  is  also  a 
cover  plate  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the 
auxiliary  shaft  housing  which  can  be.  re- 
moved, allowing  the  drive  chain  to  be 
disconnected  so  that  the  cylinders  can  be 
removed. 


Rectangular  halogen  headlight  is  as  bright 
as  any  headlight  available  on  a  motorcycle 
today.  Dual  horns  are  as  loud  as  automotive 
horns. 


The  same  kind  of  sophistication  c 
tinues  throughout  the  driveline.  A  rub 
block-cushioned  clutch  drives  the  tr£ 
mission  mainshaft.  On  the  left  end  of 
transmission  output  shaft  is  another  cj 
type  damper,  this  one  tensioned  with  f 
large  spring  washers  instead  of  the 
spring  used  on  the  jackshaft's  damper 

Unlike  the  first  damper,  power  fli 
from  the  outer  drive  shaft,  through 
damper,  to  a  splined  inner  drivesh 
which  runs  through  the  entire  output  si 
and  drives  the  spiral  bevel  pinion  on 
righthand  end.  The  front  pinion  gears 
held  in  tapered  roller  bearings,  as  are 
driveshaft  gears.  The  final  drive  gears 
part  of  the  transmission  and  lubric£ 
with  transmission-engine  oil  insteac 
being  housed  in  a  separate  case  and  lu 
cated  with  a  heavier  oil. 

Novelty  doesn't  end  with  the  po 
train.  Behind  the  cylinder  head,  where 
separate  carburetors  would  interfere  wi 
rider's  knees,  there  are  three  two-ba 
carbs.  Three  carbs  are  narrower  than 
even  though  there  are  the  same  six  ban 
Venturi  size  is  32mm  on  the  Mikuni 
carbs,  noticeably  larger  than  the  ven 
size  on  That  Other  Six.  Because  the  tl 
carbs  are  mounted  so  closely  together, 
intake  ports  in  the  head  for  the  out; 
cylinders  are  noticeably  longer  than 
ports  for  the  center  cylinders.  Carb 
tings,  however,  are  the  same,  and  Kawa; 
says  the  diflference  in  port  length  doe 
cause  any  problem. 

The  cylinder  head  is  mostly  con> 
tional  Kawasaki  with  two  valves  per  cy 
der  (34.5mm  intake  and  29.5mm  exha 
operated  by  twin  cams  through  bui 
followers  with  shim  adjusters.  Valve  H 
8mm  on  intake  and  7.5mm  on  exhi 
What's  unusual  about  all  this  is  the  9 
compression  ratio.  Kawasaki  ushere< 
low  compression  motorcycles  with  th< 
in  1972.  the  first  high  performance  mc 
cycle  designed  to  run  on  regular  gas. 
Z 1  also  had  a  crankcase  breather  to  rei 
emissions,  a  system  later  adopted  b' 
motorcycle  manufacturers. 

All  of  the  modern  Japanese  street  I 
have  been  designed  to  run  on  low  lead 
even  Honda's  CX500  which  has  a 
compression  ratio.  Kawasaki  has  even 
ommended  use  of  no-lead  fuel  in  mo 
its  motorcycles.  Now  Kawasaki  introd 
a  motorcycle  with  high  compression 
which  is  designed  to  run  on  premium 
but  which  the  engineers  tell  us  will  ru 
low  lead  gas  if  needed.  With  the  incrcf 
difficulty  of  finding  high  octane  fue 
important  that  a  touring  bike  be  ab 
run  on  regular  grade  gas.  ' 

Already  mentioned  was  the  cran! 
breather  Kawasaki  introduced  seven  ^ 
ago.  On  the  1300.  there  is  an  emis 
package  designed  to  meet  emission 
ulations  without  sacrificing  perforn 
or  ease  of  use.  Besides  the  breathe 

Cli  .iteric 


i.iL'li\c  ignilioii  arc  curbs  designed  lor 
yc  accuralc  mixing  but  not  lean  run- 
,g.  as  st)me  niniorcycle  curbs  are.  In- 
jd.  there's  an  air  suction  system  which 
rns  hydrocarbons  and  carbon  monoxide 
ne  exhaust  system  after  the  gasses  have 
)  tlie  cmnbustion  chamber. 
.  fresh  air  line  runs  from  the  airbox. 
nugh  a  vacuum  operated  shut-off 
jch.  lo  the  housing  on  top  of  the  ex- 
ifsl  cam.  Once  in  the  exhaust  cum  ctwer. 
liiiir  spreads  out  to  six  small  ports  in  the 
1x1.  via  six  reed-type  one-vsuy  valves. 

ports  lead  to  the  exhaust  ports  in  the 
Ui.  just  behind  the  valve  seats,  where  the 
rlh  uir  allows  the  hot  exhaust  ga.ses  to 
iiinue  burning,  cleuning  up  the  exhuust. 
i  he  fresh  air  is  sucked  into  the  exhaust 
:  :s  by  the  flow  of  moving  exhaust  gases. 
;  er  than  being  pushed  into  the  exhuust 
•  s  by  a  pump,  like  the  systems  used  on 
(  miobiles.  so  there  is  no  power  loss  i'or 
:  system.  Because  the  exhaust  leaving 
1  .-ombustion  chambers  can  be  "dirtier" 
it  could  be  to  meet  emissions  law  s,  the 
;  s  can  be  set  for  more  power.  The 
um-i>perated  shut-ofl"  valve  prohibits 
fresh  uir  from  entering  the  exhuust 
s  during  decelerution.  eliminuling 
firing.  It's  an  excellent  emissions  sys- 
and  one  which  will  be  used  on  all  the 
Kawusaki  street  bikes.  650  to  1300. 
check  emissions  from  each  cvlinder 
lach  moiorcvcle.  there  are  small  holes 
Ich  of  the  six  exhaust  pipes,  each  one 
gcd  w  ith  a  small  bolt.  By  checking  the 
sions  from  each  cylinder,  rather  thun 


{\om  the  exhaust  of  all  the  cvlinders.  the 
motorcycle  can  be  tuned  more  precisely. 

Completing  the  engine  puckuge  on  the 
1300  is  the  cooling  system.  Much  like  an 
automotive  svstem.  the  uluminum  radiator 
mounts  in  front  of  the  downtubes  and  has 
an  electricully-operuted  fan  mounted  be- 
hind the  radiator.  Made  with  printed  cir- 
cuits, the  fun  motor  is  flut  like  a  pancake.  A 
thermostat  controls  engine  temperature  up 


Asymmetrically  drilled  brake  discs  are  used 
to  cut  brake  squeal,  improve  wet  weather 
braking  efficiency.  Fvrks  use  air  caps  for 
additional  boost,  are  painted  black,  as  are 
many  ottier  parts  of  the  motorcycle. 


to  207  when  the  fun  is  triggered  bv  a 
thermostatic  control.  A  reserve  tank  holds 
overflow  and  is  easilv  accessible  on  the  left 
side  of  the  1300.  behind  the  transmission. 

Unlike  the  fans  on  other  liquid  ci>oled 
motorcvcles.  the  l30(Vs  fun  will  turn  on 
after  the  engine  has  been  shut  oil".  When 
the  waterpump  quits  circulating  coolant, 
the  thermosvphon  effect  still  circulates 
coolant  and  the  internal  components  will 
continue  to  be  cooled.  That's  why  the 
coolant  will  heat  up  when  a  liquid  cooled 
engine  is  niirmally  shut  ofl".  To  hold  down 
engine  heat  and  minimize  carb  percolutii>n 
the  1300's  fun  will  come  on  when  the 
coolant  reaches  207"^,  even  though  the 
engine  is  olF.  Yes.  the  1300  rider  will  be 
told  bv  other  people  that  he  left  the  engine 
running  when  the  fan  kicks  in. 

No  less  impressive  than  the  engine  is  the 
frame.  It's  a  cradle-type,  double  downtube 
of  cxtraordinarv  strength.  I'rom  the  steer- 
ing head,  there  are  double  thickness  dow  n- 
tube.s,  37mm  steel  tube  over  34mm  steel 
tube.  Halfwav  down  the  front  of  the  frame 
the  outer  tube  ends  and  the  34mm  lubes 
wrap  under  the  engine  and  back  to  a  cast 
iron  junction  behind  the  transmission. 
Looking  like  a  frame  member  from  a 
Caterpillar  tractor,  the  cast  iron  junction 
wraps  half  way  around  the  lower  Irame 
tubes,  top  tubes  and  lower  back  tubes  of 
the  frame,  as  well  as  holding  the  swing  arm 
pivot  in  tapered  roller  bearings. 

The  swing  urm  has  square  steel  sections, 
welded  together  with  cust  axle  mounts  and 
gusseting  in  front  extending  to  within  a 
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half-inch  of  the  rear  tire.  I  i  s  the  beeticsi 
swing  arm  in  motorcycling,  and  not  by  a 
little  bit. 

In  front  are  41mm  fork  tubes  held  8.25 
in.  apart.  Here  we  have  another  difference 
in  engineering  opinion  between  Honda 
and  Kawasaki.  Honda  engineers  tell  us 
fork  tube  diameter  is  natespeeiaHy  impor- 
tant in  getting  a  rigid  front  end.  but  posi- 
tive axle  location  is.  so  That  Other  Six  gets 
35mm  fork  tubes  and  four-bolt  axle 
clamps  .  .  .  and  wobbles.  Kawasaki  uses 
the  largest  stanchion  tubes  available,  and 
leading  axle  forks  which  hold  the  axle 
firmly  ...  no  wobble.  The  forks  have  both 
coil  springs  and  air  boost,  normally  using 
8.8  psi.  Travel  is  a  long  7.9  in. 

Rear  suspension  comes  from  conven- 
tional coil  springs,  constant  rate,  with  five 
preload  settings.  There  is  no  adjustable 
damping,  as  on  the  latest  Suzukis  and 
Yamahas. 

The  brakes  are  consistent  with  the  rest  of 
the  motorcycle:  they're  huge.  Twin  front 
discs  are  11.9  in.  in  diameter  with  an 
effective  diameter.  Kawasaki  says,  of  10.2 
in.  The  single  rear  disc  is  10.8  in.  across, 
with  an  effective  diameter  of  9.8  in.  All 
three  discs  are  drilled  in  an  irregular  pat- 
tern which  Kawasaki  says  reduces  brake 
squeal.  Disc  pads  are  made  of  a  sintered 
material  for  better  wet  weather  braking 
performance. 

Special  features  abound  on  the  big  Thir- 
teen. The  headlight  is  a  55/60  watt  rec- 
tangular halogen  lamp  with  a  bright. 


coiurolled  beam  and  lots  of  light.  The  tail  / 
brake  light  uses  two  bulbs.  Dual  hor 
-high  and  a  low  note,  are  probably  the 
loudest  motorcycle  horns  over  made:«iid 
ought  to  be  available  on  eveiy  street  mo- 
torcycle. 

There's  no  vacuum  operated  fuel  pet- 
cock.  Instead  an  electrically-operated  fuel 
switch  mounted  on  the  engine  shuts  off 
with  the  ignition.  Kawasaki  says  the  elec- 
tric switch  gives  more  positive  fuel  shutoff 
than  a  vacuum  petcock.  A  couple  of  the 
Italian  manufacturers  (Molo  Gu.zzi  and 
.Laverda)  have  been  using  electric  peicocks 
for  several  years  with  generally  good  re- 
sults, but  it's  difficult  to  argue  the  merit  of 
something  which  does  in  a  complicated 
way  what  a  simple  device  also  does. 

Brake  master  cylinders,  front  and  rear, 
are  solid  aluminum  pieces  with  small, 
round  sight  gauges  for  fluid  level.  Hand 


controls  are  new  on  the  130u.  I 
control  unit  has  a  collar  adja 
grip  which  rotates  around  the  ban^ 
switch  beams.  There  isno.swiich''1n'f 
the  lights.  The  closest  rocker  sv 
left  control  turns  on  the  four-wa\  ilashi 
The  next  closest,  a  tiny  red  rocker  swii 
shuts  off  the  turn  signal  cancellers.  FurB- 
away  is  the  signal  light  switch  and  at  ■ 
bottom  of  the  large  pod  is  the  horn  swi  i 
On  the  right  control  is  a  kill  swiich  ann 
starter  rocker  switch  which  was  Jefeca 
on  ihc  tc.sl  bike  and  would  only  \\  rk  u 
pushed  half-way  in. 
Clamping  the  handlebars  ta'thc  ii  i 
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clamp  is  a  rectangular  cap.  It  is  attractive 
and  does  the  job  of  holding  the  bars. 
Above  the  cap  are  the  instruments,  set  into, 
and  in  front  of.  a  fashionable  rectangular 
pod.  Below  the  instruments  are  the  igni- 
tion switch  which  incorporates  the  steering 
lock,  neutral,  high  beam,  oil  pressure  and 
headlight  failure  warning  lights.  Between 
the  160  niph  speedometer  on  the  left  and 
the  1 1.000  rpm  tachometer  on  the  right  are 
a  gas  gauge  and  temperature  gauge. 

Under  the  seat  is  one  of  the  larger  tool 
kits  ever  seen  on  a  motorcycle.  The 
wrenches  are  polished.  There  dre  Allen 
wrenches  and  an  offset  box-end  wrench 
which  will,  when  combined  with  the  spark 
plug  wrench,  remove  even  the  center  two 
plugs  without  having  to  remove  the  gas 
tank,  although  it's  not  an  easy  task.  There 
are  no  tire  tools,  but  there  is  additional 
storage  room  behind  the  seat  in  the  tail- 
piece. 

Behind  a  pivoting  corner  of  the  lefthand 
side  panel  is  a  lock,  operated  by  the  igni- 
tion key.  which  opens  the  seat  latch  but 
also  can  shut  off  the  power.  That  makes 
two  ignition  switches.  It's  convenient  to 
use.  does  add  some  theft  prevention  and 
doesn't  get  in  the  way  when  not  in  use. 
Admittedly,  a  professional  thief  isn't  going 
to  be  prevented  from  stealing  the  1300 
because  of  a  second  ignition  switch  hidden 
behind  a  side  cover,  but  if  the  second 
switch  doubles  the  amount  of  time  it  takes 
to  steal  the  bike,  it's  worthwhile. 

Something  not  found  under  the  seat, 
and  which  has  become  as  common  as  the 
stepped  .seat,  is  a  helmet  lock.  It's  the  first 
big  Japanese  bike  we've  seen  in  recent 
vears  without  one.  The  person  who  regu- 
lar!}  Liscs  a  liclmct  lock  will  I'ccl  shorl- 
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changed  but  there  is  a  reason  for  its 
absence.  The  1300  is  intended  as  a  touring 
bike  and  as  such  will  be  carrying  sad- 
dlebags for  many  owners.  The  saddlebags 
usually  interfere  with  helmet  locks,  .so  the 
1300  doesn't  have  a  helmet  lock.  Consider- 
ing how  simple  it  would  be  to  add  a  hook- 
tvpe  helmet  lock  under  the  hinged  seat,  it 
would  be  preferable  if  Kawasaki  installed 
one. 

If  the  technical  details  of  the  1300  seem 
like  overkill,  a  ride  on  the  beast  is  under- 
whelming, not  because  the  bike  doesn't 
work  well,  but  because  it  doesn't  work  as 
poorly  as  a  7(X)  lb.  motorcycle  should  work 
under  conditions  not  made  for  700  lb. 
motorcycles. 

Physically,  the  1300  is  imposing.  While 
Honda  has  chosen  to  emphasize  all  six 
cylinders  of  the  CBX  with  the  open  frame 
and  six  shining  exhaust  pipes.  Kawasaki 
impresses  people  with  its  size.  The  KZ 1300 
is  not  even  perceived  as  a  Six.  but  as  a  1 300. 
that  is.  as  The  Biggest.  Several  limes  dur- 
ing the  lest,  motorcyclists  would  approach 
the  test  rider  and  ask  about  the  1300. 
usually  asking  how  many  cylinders  it  had. 
Because  the  flat  black  radiator  hides  the 
exhaust  pipe-cylinder  head  area,  the  six 
cylinders  aren't  immediately  apparent. 

Turn  on  the  ignition,  lift  up  the  choke 
lever  on  the  side  of  the  left  carb.  hold  in  the 
clutch  lever,  touch  the  starter  button,  and 
the  hushed  whir  of  six  pistons  pumping 
out  the  smoothest  power  in  motorcycling 
burbles  out  of  the  6-into-2  exhaust  system. 
The  1300  can  be  instantly  shifted  into  gear 
and  ridden  off.  with  choke  or  without,  it's 
that  mild  mannered. 

Clutch  pull  is  moderately  light,  the  shift 
lever  moves  down  one  notch  so  easily  it's 
hardly  felt  and  without  a  clunk,  and  the 
Thirteen  glides  elegantly  away,  regardless 
of  throttle  opening.  The  bike  can  be  shifted 
at  2000  rpm  or  6000  rpm.  it  makes  no 
diflference  to  the  transmission,  and  shifts 
are  smooth,  silent  and  never  mis.sed. 

Never  has  any  motorcycle,  particularly 
such  a  big  motorcycle,  shifted  so 
effortlessly.  The  last  time  a  bike  shifted 
nearly  this  easily  it  was  the  prototype  CB.X 
and  the  production  models  are  nowhere 
near  as  impressive.  The  test  Zee,  being  a 
production  prototype,  also  may  be  better 
than  future  production  models,  but  that's 
speculation. 

Shifting  is  not  one  of  those  things  which 
need  be  done  often  on  the  Kawasaki. 
There  is  no  torque  curve  to  speak  of.  It's  a 
straight  line.  Kawasaki  says  the  1300  puts 
out  85  ft. lb.  of  torque  at  6500  rpm.  Only 
the  Harlev-Davidson  80  approaches  that 
figure.  What  Kawasaki  doesn't  say  is  the 
amount  of  torque  produced  at  2000  rpm 
which,  no  doubt,  is  nearly  as  impressive  a 
figure.  Multiply  all  that  torque  times  lots 
of  revs  (8000  rpm  redline)  and  the  result  is 
horsepower.  Lots  of  it.  A  claimed  120  bhp 
at  8000  rpm.  Enough  power  to  dissolve  a 
rear  tire  in  a  couple  of  thousand  miles  of 
spirited  riding  or  a  short  day  at  the  drag 
strip. 


While  it's  true  that  the  fastest  Suzuki. 
Honda,  and  Yamaha  can  accelerate 
through  the  standing  start  quarter  mile 
quicker  than  the  Kawasaki,  the  Thirteen 
carries  considerably  more  weight  than  any 
of  the  other  megalocycles.  It  weighed  in  at 
709  lb.  with  a  full  tank  of  gas.  or  692  lb. 
with  a  half  tank  of  gas.  That  weight  hurts 
most  off  the  line  where  the  1300  is  slower 
than  the  other  fast  ones.  Even  during 
impromptu  roll-ons  at  the  1300  press  pre- 
vieyv  the  1300  lost  to  the  new  KZ  1000  up  to 
90  mph  where  the  enormous  power  over- 
came the  weight  disadvantage  and  yvind 
resistance  became  more  important  than 
mass. 

Gearing  doesn't  help  the  big  Kawasaki 
w  in  races.  It's  geared  high  so  the  motor  will 
be  turning  over  siowK  while  the  bike 
cruises  down  the  interstates.  At  an  indi- 
cated 70  mph  the  engine  is  running  at  4000 
rpm.  The  gearing  is  substantially  higher 
than  that  of  even  the  other  big  Japanese 
torquer.  the  Yamaha  XS  Eleven.  That 
hurts  the  1300  when  it  comes  to  accelera- 
tion or  even  hill  climbing  or  highway  pass- 


Firm  seat  on  the  KZ1300  is  average  height 
for  a  big  Japanese  motorcycle,  is  moder- 
ately comfortable  for  a  rider  but  forces  a 
passenger  to  slide  down  on  the  rider. 


ing.  when  compared  to  the  Eleven  butJ 
is  superior  to  just  about  any  other  ■ 
wheeled  vehicle. 

What  enables  the  KZ  to  overcomes 
very  tall  gearing  is  that  beefy  clutch,  n 
ing  16  runs  at  the  drag  strip,  enough 
destroy  the  last  half  of  a  rear  tire,  the  cl  I 
didn't  even  need  to  be  adjusted.  1  heres 
no  slip,  no  problem,  just  engagcmenir 
rectly  proportional  to  the  position  ofl 
clutch  lever. 

Weight  is  the  single  penalty  for  the  pr 
luxury  and  anvil-like  strength  of  the  1 1 
But  because  the  weight  is  in  the  n 
places,  in  the  frame  and  suspension,  ill 
small  problem  once  out  of  the  parking 
Moving  the  Kawasaki  around  at 
speeds  or  pushing  it  around  in  a  garaji 
enough  to  ci>nvince  people  of  the  neeo' 
power  steering  on  motorcycles. 

Above,  say.  10  mph  the  clumsine: 
gone,  replaced  by  confidence.  It's  nr 
ci>ntidence  of  precise  steering,  because; 
giant  1300  has  a  slight  hunt  at  the  baj 
low  speed.s.  perhaps  caused  by  the  sir 
offset  of  the  two  wheels.  Ratiier.  iii 


Ignition  on  the  KZ1300  comes  fron,  n 
transitor-controlled  breakerless  systei  \ 
ductive  pickup  is  mounted  on  an  au. 
shaft  behind  cylinders. 


40 /CYCLE  WORLD 


Detail  photos  by  Steve 


ifidcncc  of  a  stable  motorcycle,  utterly 
i.ictabic  ami  without  the  dread  wobble 
l?h  plagues  some  other  fast  molorcy- 
1  his  di)esn"t.  however,  make  the  Thir- 
a  pleasant  motorcycle  for  around- 

0  riding. 

nn  the  interstate  the  Kawasaki  just 
as  along,  not  bothered  by  sidewinds  or 
or  vibration  or  noise.  But  take  the 
•  into  the  hills,  where  big  touring  bikes 
i«upposed  to  slow  down,  and  the  sur- 
!?s  begin.  It's  easy  to  build  up  the 
rlim  going  through  alternate  left  and 
llhanders.  until  the  tab  on  the  left-hand 
M)f  the  centerstand  begins  scraping  and 
Ihind  end  of  the  right-hand  muffler 
Ihes.  The  Kawasaki  isn't  scraping  be- 
j.e  it  is  hurting  for  ground  clearance:  it's 

1  It's  .scraping  because  the  motorcycle  is 
rving  through  the  bends  .swiftly  and 
irelv.  allowing  the  rider  to  lean  it  over 
lias  far  as  it  will  go  on  each  corner, 
rhe  1300  is  not  a  road  racer.  The  gn)und 
;Tance  isn't  ihm  g(H)d  and  it's  too  heavy, 
ijust  a  supremely  stable  high  speed  road 
..  The  onlv  wa\  we  uot  a  u  imile  out  of  it 


was  to  ride  through  fast  (80  90  mph) 
bumpy  sweepers  and  then  the  eHect  was 
liny  and  quickly  damped. 

Cornering  precision  isn't  free,  however. 
It  requires  stiff  rear  springs  and  shocks 
which  give  a  firmer  ride  than  many  touring 
riders  are  accustomed  to.  Kawasaki  offi- 
cials say  the  final  KZ 1300  may  get  slightly 
softer  rear  springs  to  improve  comfort,  but 
that  may  hinder  the  handling.  T  he  front 
forks  are  fine  the  way  they  are.  Used  with 
the  recommended  8.8  psi.  thev  were  mildly 
soft  but  controlled.  .\  higher  pressure 
vMHild  improve  cornering  clearance. 

Overall  comfort  offered  by  the  1300  is 
good,  but  not  outstanding.  The  seal  is  w  ide 
and  relatively  long  but  it's  firm  and  tiring 
afler  a  half  day  in  the  saddle.  Coupled 
with  the  stiff  rear  springs,  more  harshness 
came  through  than  should.  The  passenger 
portion  of  the  seat  slopes  down  toward  the 
rider,  making  a  passenger  uncomfortable 
on  long  rides.  Foolpegs  for  the  rider  are 
about  two  inches  farther  forward  than  is 
normal  practice  making  for  a  more 
Harlev-like  seating  position.  The  han- 


box-shaped  brake  master  cylinders  have  round  sight  glasses  to  check  fluid  level. 


mall,  black  device  behind  the  cylinders 
electrically-operated  fuel  shutoff.  used 
3d  of  vacuum  operated  petcocks. 


Driveshaft  for  the  KZ1300  runs  through  the 
massive  welded-up  swing  arm.  Mufflers 
mount  low  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  sad- 
dlebag mounting,  and  very  quiet. 


diebars  are  wide  and  bend  back  moder- 
ately, making  a  fine  seating  position 
behind  a  fairing  or  windshield  but  a  tiring 
position  without  any  other  protection. 

Controls  on  the  KZ  are  a  mixture  of 
good  and  bad.  The  brake  lever  lakes  less 
pre.ssure  to  stop  the  behemoth  than  seems 
normal  but  control  remains  good.  Switches 
are  the  big  problem  with  the  signal  light 
and  horn  switches  just  too  hard  to  reach 
because  of  the  overgrown  left  control  pod. 

There  is  no  vibration  or  noise  to  annoy  a 
rider  or  passenger.  Even  with  a  fairing, 
which  bounces  gear  noise  of  some  bikes 
back  onto  the  rider,  the  1300  was  silent  and 
smooth.  The  most  uncomfortable  part  of 
the  motorcycle,  however,  was  the  gas  lank. 
Kawasaki  did  shape  the  lank  to  be  nar- 
rower at  the  rear  section  between  the 
rider's  knees,  but  the  tank  is  still  loo  wide 
at  the  rear  which  cuts  into  the  rider's  thighs 
loo  much.  Culling  the  lank  down  smaller 
would  reduce  the  5.6  gal.  fuel  capacity  loo 
much.  Riding  on  the  open  road  relumed 
44-45mpg.  a  reasonable  figure.  With  the 
5.6  gal.  gas  tank  cruising  range  is  over  200 
mi.  under  normal  use. which  is  adequate. 

The  lank  and  overall  style  of  the  Ka- 
wasaki drew  quite  a  bit  of  comment,  not 
only  from  staff  members  but  others  who 
saw  the  bike.  While  the  bike  looks  belter 
than  early  pictures,  it  is  not  especially 
graceful.  The  extremely  wide  lank  and 
radiator  cover  up  the  engine  so  much  as  to 
hide  the  six  cylinders.  The  color,  a  deep 
bluish  green  doesn't  add  any  excitement, 
either. 

Another  problem  is  caused  by  the  wide 
tank.  Most  fairings  currently  in  production 
aren't  wide  enough  to  fit  around  the  lank 
and  it  will  take  the  aftermarkel  several 
months  to  redesign  fairings  to  fil  around 
the  lank.  Otherwise,  accessory  mounting  is 
straightforward,  the  rear  end  being  partic- 
ularly suited  to  carrying  heavy  loads. 

Kawasaki  knows  the  1300  will  appeal  to 
touring  riders,  people  who  carry  lots  of 
weight  and  lots  of  accessories.  As  .soon  as 
the  bike  is  released  for  sale.  Kawasaki 
expects  to  offer  Kawasaki-made  fairings 
and  saddlebags  for  the  bike. 

Load  carrying  capacity  of  the  bike 
should  be  excellent  with  the  new-style 
Dunlop  Gold  Seal  MT90-17  rear  lire  and 
MN90-I8  front  lire.  Load  capacity  of  the 
tires  is  810  lb.  for  the  rear  and  640  lb.  for 
the  front.  Kawasaki  says  the  rear  tire 
should  last  6000  miles  under  normal  use, 
which  is  not  especially  good,  but  hard  use 
can  shorten  that  figure  considerably. 

What  Kawasaki  has  produced  is  a  new 
kind  of  motorcycle,  not  quite  like  anything 
else  made.  Twenly-five  years  ago  there  was 
the  Ariel  Square  Four  which  was  a  similar 
kind  of  motorcycle  but  nowhere  near  as 
good.  Today  there  are  motorcycles  with 
more  speed,  but  not  with  the  same  com- 
bination of  power,  strength,  comfort  and 
handling. 

The  sophistication  is  incredible,  the  size 
is  enormous.  What  we  have  here  is  an 
incredible  hulk.  B 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  na 

Engine  dohc  Six 

Bore  X  stroke  ...  62  x  71mm 

Displacement  1286cc 

Compression  ratio  9.9:1 

Carburetion  (3)  Mikuni 

two  venturi  32mm 

Air  filtration   dry  paper 

Ignition  transistorized, 

breakerless  electronic 
Claimed  power  120  bhp 

@  8000  rpm 
Claimed  torque  .  ..85  ft.  lb. 

@  6000  rpm 

Lubrication 

system   wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  9.7  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  5.6  gal. 

Recommended 

fuel  premium 

Starter  electric 

Alternator  12v 

Headlight. ..55/60whalogen 

Clutch  multi-disc  wet 

Primary  drive  Hy-Vo 

chain,  jackshaft 

Final  drive   bevel  gears, 

shaft 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th  4.54 

4th  5.24 

3rd  6.25 

2nd   8.14 

1st  11.20 

Suspension, 

front   air  forks 

travel  7.9  in. 

Suspension, 

rear   swing  arm 

travel  na 

Tire,  front   Dunlop  Gold 

Seal  MN90-18  tubeless 

Tire,  rear  Dunlop  Gold 

Seal  MT90-1 7  tubeless 

Brake,  front   dual 

11.9  in.  discs 

Brake,  rear  10.8  in.  disc 

Total  brake  swept 
area  280  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 
rider)  3.05  Ib./sq.in. 

Wheelbase  62.5  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  28.5° 

Trail   4.0  in. 

Handlebar  width  32  in. 

Seat  height  32  in. 

Seat  width  12  in. 

Footpeg  height   12.2  in. 

Ground  clearance  ...  5.5  in. 

Test  weight 
(w/half-tank  fuel)  692  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 
percent  47/53 

Gross  vehicle  weight 
rating  1176  lb. 

Load  capacity  484  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  3551  rpr 

Pow«r /weight  ratio  (160-lt 

rider)   7.125  Ib./bh 

Fuel 

consumption. ...42. 3  mp 
Speedometer  error: 
30  mph  indicated . .  29  mp 
60  mph  indicated  .  57  mp 
Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   34  1 

from  60  mph   146  1 

Standing  start 

'/4-mile  11.93  set 

@  114.79  mp 

Speed 
after  V2  mile  138  mp 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   55  mp 

2nd  75  mp 

3rd   98  mp 

4th   117  mp 

5th   135  mp 

Acceleration 

0-30  1.75  se 

0-40  2.54  se 

0-50  3.12se 

0-60  4.01  se 

0-70  4.98  se 

0-80  6.22  se 

0-90  7.56  se 

0-100  9.02  se 
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Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


Kings,  17  mg.  "tar",  1 .4  mg.  nicotine;  Longs,  18  mg.  "tar",  * 
1 .3  mq.  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette,  FTC  Report  May  78. 


It's  easy  to  enter. 


The  hard  part  is  deciding 
which  vehicle  you  want. 


1ST  PRIZE-Choice  of  a  1979  Monroe  Turbo 

Mustang,  Monroe  "Magnum  Courier,"  or  Ford 

Mustang  Indy  500  Pace  Car. 

2ND  PRIZE-1979  F-150  Ford  Pickup. 

3RD  PRIZE-1979  Ford  Fairmont  Futura. 

4TH  PRIZE-1979  Pinto  Cruising  Wagon. 

5TH  PRIZE— Ten  desirable  group  packages.  Ten 

sets  of  four  Firestone  SS  radial  tires.  Ten  sets  of  four 

Monroe*  Radial-Matic*  or  Monro-Magnum*  60 

stiocks.  Ten  complete  assortments  of  Valvoline 

automotive  products  including  a  case  of  All-Climate 

motor  oil. 

6TH  PRIZE-50  Motorola  40  channel  CB  radios. 
7TH  PRIZE- 1,000  Baja  Courier  and  Monroe  Turbo 
Mustang  hobby  kits. 

Over  1,000  prizes.  And  all  you  have  to  do  to  get  a 
shot  at  it  is  to  go  down  to  your  nearest  participating 
Monroe,  Ford,  Valvoline  or  Firestone  store— dealer 
and  fill  out  an  entry  blank.  Or  handprint  the  words 
"Monroe,  Ford,  Firestone  and  Valvoline,"  plus  your 
name,  address  and  zip  code  on  a  3"  x  5"  card  and 
send  to:  "Winner's  Choice  Sweepstakes!'  P.O.  Box 
1016,  Birmingham,  Michigan  48012.  Winners  will 
be  determined  in  a  random  drawing  May  31, 1979 
from  all  entries  received  no  later  than  midnight. 
May  30, 1979.  Enter  as  many  times  as  you'd  like. 
No  purchase  necessary. 

So  come  on  in.  Enter  the  "Winner's  Choice 
Sweepstakes!'  With  prizes  like  these,  it's  more  than 
just  another  contest. 


¥MONROE¥ 


Ti  t*c  $  to  n  e  Bll  Ivumk 


Valvoline 


OFFICIAL  RULES: 

1.  Sweepstakes  open  to  all  residents  of  the  U.S.A.  2.  No  purchase 
necessary  to  enter  3.  To  enter,  stop  by  any  participating  Firestone 
store.  Ford  dealer,  Monroe  dealer  or  Valvoline  dealer  and  com- 
plete the  entry  form;  or  handprint  the  words  "Ford,  Firestone, 
Monroe,  Valvoline,"  plus  your  name,  address  and  zip  code  on  a 
3"  X  5"  card  and  send  to:  "WINNER  S  CHOICE  SWEEPSTAKES," 
RO  Box  1016,  Birmingham,  Michigan  48012.  4.  No  substitution 
of  prizes  is  permitted.  If  winner  does  not  meet  licensing  require- 
ments of  the  prize,  then  prize  will  be  transferred  to  a  member  of 
the  immediate  family  5.  One  prize  per  family.  6.  Employees, 
dealers,  and  their  families  of  Firestone  Tire  Company.  Monroe 
Auto  Equipment  Company.  Valvoline  Oil  Company.  Ford  Motor 
Company,  and  their  advertising  and  judging  agencies  are  ineligible. 
7.  A  random  drawing  will  determine  winners  8.AII  entries  become 
the  property  of  Marketing  Corporation  of  America.  9.  Odds  on 
winning  depend  on  number  of  correct  entries  received 
10.  Winners  will  be  determined  by  an  independent  Judging  organ- 
ization. The  decisions  of  the  judges  are  final.  11 .  List  of  winners 
or  complete  description  of  prize  vehicles  may  be  obtained  by 
sending  a  separate  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  to; 
WINNERS.  P.O  Box  225,  Birmingham,  Michigan  48012. 
12.  Entries  must  be  received  by  midnight.  May  30,  1979,  to  be 
eligible  for  "WINNER  S  CHOICE  SWEEPSTAKES"  Winners  will 
be  notified  by  mail.  13.  Taxes,  if  any.  are  the  sole  responsibility  of 
the  winner  14.  Void  in  Missouri,  Wisconsin  and  wherever  pro- 
hibited and  restricted  by  law. 


A  Serious  ISDT  Bike  From  Itaiy 

cylinder  and  tons  of  iiorsepower.  bI 
measures  74.4mm,  stroke  is  57.5mm  fcj 
total  of  247cc.  A  32mm  Bing  center  flj 
carburetor  sits  behind  the  cylinder  a 
feeds  fuel  through  a  long  intake  tube  t 
left  side  rotary  valve  that  opens  a  port  ii 
the  engine's  lower  end.  An  electro 
Bosch  ignition  furnishes  spark  for  the  a 
and  juice  for  the  lights  and  feeble  he 
The  transmission  has  six  widely  spa 
speeds  and  a  gear  is  available  for  aln 
any  situation.  The  counter-shafi  spro( 
is  placed  to  the  rear  and  the  frami 
constructed  so  the  swing  arm  pivot  rest 
close  to  the  sprocket  as  possible.  A  g 
case  guard  surrounds  the  front  of 
sprocket  and  prevents  damage  to  the  n 
nesium  castings  if  the  chain  does  hap 
to  derail  at  the  rear.  The  shift  lever  h 
spring  loaded  end  to  prevent  inte 
transmission  damage  if  the  rider  jan 
into  a  rock  or  tree  root  and  primary  s 
ing  is  used,  an  appreciated  extra  v, 
stalled  on  a  muddy  hill  or  creek  bot 
Restarting  is  as  simple  as  pulling  the  cl 
and  stabbing  the  left  side  kick  start  lev 


B  It's  really  nice  to 
discover  a  new  brand 
of  dirt  bike.  Competi- 
tion in  the  field  has 
been  extremely  fierce 
the  last  couple  of 
years,  and  some 
makes  have  all  but 
disappeared.  Only  the 
factories  that  st^y 
right  on  top  of  the  market  demand  have 
survived.  Importation  of  new  (to  us) 
brands  has  also  suffered  as  a  result  of 
previously  popular  makes  losing  their  foot- 
ing in  the  American  market.  So  it's  wel- 
come when  we  have  an  opportunity  to  test 
something  new  to  this  country,  especially 
so  when  it  proves  competitive. 

Enter  the  SWM  brand.  John  Taylor 
from  Yankee  has  been  importing  the  Ital- 
ian SWM  for  about  a  year  but  we  couldn't 
seem  to  find  time  for  a  test  when  one  was 
available.  Finally  we  made  the  connection. 

The  SWM  250  GS  is  a  strikingly  beauti- 
ful red,  white  and  black  machine  that 
attracts  lookers  to  the  point  of  being  a 


nuisance.  There  is  more  to  the  SWM  than 
good  looks.  Its  main  purpose  is  to  win 
ISDT  type  events.  A  good  ISDT  machine 
needs  a  strong  flex-free  frame,  powerful 
engine  with  a  transmission  that  furnishes 
one  mph  in  low  and  80  mph  in  sixth,  quiet 
exhaust,  strong  and  waterproof  brakes,  en- 
duro  lighting,  large  unbreakable  fenders, 
centerstand,  good  suspension,  nimble  han- 
dling and  a  heart  made  from  Kryptonite  to 
endure  the  torture  of  six-day  competition. 
Not  many  bikes  can  claim  all  these  fea- 
tures in  stock  form.  The  SWM  250  GS  can. 
Completely  stock  it  will  out  perform  the 
abilities  of  all  but  a  handful  of  professional 
riders. 

SWM  makes  its  own  frame,  pipe,  seat 
and  tank.  Other  parts  are  supplied  from 
Bing.  Marzocchi  and  Bosch.  The  engine 
comes  from  Rotax,  an  engine  builder  in 
Austria  that  makes  motors  for  Can-Am 
(Rotax  is  owned  by  Bombardier,  parent 
company  of  Can-Am).  Except  for  side 
covers  that  say  SWM,  the  engine  is  the 
same  as  the  one  used  in  the  Can-Am  250 
Qualifier.  It  has  generous  finning  on  the 
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Action  photos  by  Ron  t 


I 


stamped  snake  pipe,  made  by  SWM,  is 
I  on  the  GS.  It  manages  to  pull  even 
e  horsepower  from  the  strong  Rotax 
ne  than  Can-Am  gets,  but  at  a  loss  of 
■end  power.  The  large  silencer  effec- 
ly  silences  the  two-stroke  crackle  but 
;  forest  legal  as  it  doesn't  contain  a 
rk  arrester.  Pipe  and  silencer  are  se- 
lly  mounted  and  vibration  is  isolated 
jubber  blocks. 

he  frame  on  the  GS  looks  as  if  it  was 

Sin  a  custom  frame  shop.  The  steering 
is  set  at  29°  and  rotates  in  tapered 
\r  bearings.  A  large  single  front  down- 
I  leaves  the  steering  head  then  splits 
two  smaller  ones  just  above  the  ex- 
t  port.  The  smaller  tubes  curl  under 
engine  cases  and  terminate  at  the 
g  arm  pivot.  Cross  bracing  is  em- 
id  in  several  places  below  the  exhaust 
adding  strength  and  furnishing  pro- 
)n  for  the  engine  cases.  A  big  back- 
tube  is  used  but  ends  at  the  tank's 
where  two  small  diameter  pipes  weld 
after  starting  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
ing  head,  heading  rearward  to  the 


backbone's  end  then  curving  down,  ending 
at  the  swing  arm  pivot. 

Seat  rails  and  sub  frame  tubes  are 
equally  sized  and  three  triangles  are 
formed  from  straight  pipes  in  the  area 
under  the  seat.  Frame  flex?  No  way,  not 
with  a  frame  like  this.  A  straight  tube  swing 
arm  pivots  in  tapered  roller  bearings  and 
uses  double  cross  tube  bracing  at  its  front. 
An  excellent  center  stand  is  furnished.  It  is 
made  from  small  tubing  and  folds  to  a 
position  that  acts  like  an  extension  of  the 
frame's  lower  part,  a  position  that  lets  the 
machine  slide  over  fallen  trees  without 
hanging  up.  The  frame,  swing  arm  and 
center  stand  are  made  from  chrome-moly 
tubing,  nicely  welded  and  expertly  painted 
red. 

Marzocchi  leading-axle  forks  are  used. 
They  are  the  10  in.  travel  models  with 
35mm  stanchion  tubes.  Action  and  control 
from  them  is  good  until  a  square  hole  or 
sharp  ledge  is  hit,  then  they  jar  the  rider. 
Enlarging  the  compression  damping  hole 
slightly  makes  them  almost  perfect 
though.  Wonder  when  the  Marzocchi  fac- 


tory is  going  to  start  doing  this  for  us? 
Laydown  number  4  Marzocchi  reservoir 
shocks  are  stock  on  the  rear  of  the  GS. 
They  offer  an  air  valve  for  controlling 
internal  pressure  and  can  be  adjusted  in- 
ternally by  changing  the  valving.  Once 
broken  in.  they  smooth  out  bumps  and 
holes  without  kicking  the  back  of  the  bike 
or  jarring  the  rider.  High  speed  users  will 
have  to  fool  with  different  damping  valves 
and  pressures. 

Sachs  conical  hubs  are  employed  front 
and  rear,  laced  to  Akront  aluminum  rims. 
Spokes  aren't  exceptionally  large  but  only 
loosened  once  during  several  all-day  out- 
ings and  none  of  them  broke.  Tires  are 
Italian-made  Pirellis  and  don't  match  the 
high  standards  of  the  rest  of  the  machine. 
They  skate  in  corners  and  offer  poor  trac- 
tion when  braking  or  starting.  After  our 
first  day  of  riding,  the  SWM  rep  replaced 
them  with  Metzelers  and  the  front  wheel 
skate  and  traction  problems  vanished. 
Tires  that  are  less  than  first  rate  shouldn't 
be  standard  on  a  $2100-plus  motorcycle. 

Nice  nylon  fenders  are  used  on  the  GS.  > 
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Beautiful  chrome-moly  frame  has  extra  tubing  to  protect  tfie  magnesium  engine  cases. 
Center  stand  acts  like  an  extension  of  the  frame,  making  it  easier  to  slide  over  logs  and  rocks 
without  hanging  up. 


Rotax  engine  furnishes  lots  of  horsepower  Frame  is  heavily  triangulated  under  seat.  Kick  and 
shift  lever  may  be  removed  with  a  5mm  Allen  wrench. 


They  are  wide,  long,  and  do  the  job  they 
are  supposed  to  do-keep  mud  and  water 
ofTthe  operator.  The  rear  has  a  straight,  flat 
section  between  the  seat  and  rear  frame 
loop.  This  and  two  frame  tabs  either  side 
of  it  provide  a  place  for  carrying  an  inner 
tube  or  spare  parts,  a  necessity  in  six-day 
competition.  Slightly  rear-set  side  number 
plates  are  al.so  made  from  tough  nylon. 
Vent  slots  are  punched  into  the  front  of 
each  and  allow  cool  air  passage  for  the 
shocks.  The  choke  lever  on  the  rear-set 
Bing  carburetor  is  reached  through  the 
lowest  one  on  the  left  side.  A  combination 
number  plate,  headlight  housing  and 
speedometer  guard  is  held  to  the  forks  by 
stout  rubber  straps.  A  very  good  nylon 
airbox  is  used  on  the  SWM.  It  has  a 
removable  top  that  keeps  water  out  but  lets 


the  owner  in  for  maintenance.  The  car- 
buretor and  engine  vent  hoses  are  also 
routed  into  this  box  so  fording  deep  creeks 
won't  pose  a  problem. 

The  SWM  has  a  rather  short,  rounded 
seat.  Its  shortness  is  intentional;  more 
room  is  provided  for  carrying  parts  on  the 
rear  fender.  Foam  firmness,  width  and 
thickness  are  perfect.  The  tank  is  a  shape 
that  seems  strange  to  us  but  blends  nicely 
into  the  seat  and  is  mounted  low  on  the 
frame.  Made  from  steel,  the  tank  only 
holds  2  gal.  of  premix  but  later  models  will 
be  equipped  with  3  gal.  plastic  tanks. 

Serious  European  enduro  riders  have 
furnished  much  input  on  the  SWM.  Best 
of  all.  the  factory  has  listened.  Both  brake 
arms  have  return  springs  so  even  the  mud- 
diest conditions  won't  cause  them  to  stick. 


Forks  are  made  by  Marzocchi  and  h 
35mm  stanchion  tubes.  Brake  arm  has 
turn  spring  to  eliminate  sticking  w, 
packed  with  mud.  Speedo  cable  has 
extra-flexible  housing. 


Marzocchi  reservoir  shocks  are  adjust 
by  changing  air  pressure,  spring  pre 
and  internal  valving.  Nylon  airbox  hi 
removable  lid  for  servicing. 


The  speedo  cable  has  the  most  fle; 
housing  we  have  seen.  It  bends  as  easi 
a  screen  door  return  spring.  Probabb 
most  overlooked  feature  on  an  en 
machine,  and  one  of  the  most  importa 
the  .serious  enthusiast,  is  utilizing  as 
bolt  head  sizes  as  possible,  thus  redi 
the  amount  of  heavy  tools  he  or  the 
will  have  to  carry.  The  GS  has  had  sp 
attention  directed  toward  combining 
head  sizes.  Bolts  that  screw  into  a  ta 
hole  use  13mm  heads;  if  a  loose  nut  is 
the  nut  is  self-locking  with  a  13mm 
and  the  bolt  has  a  6mm  Allen  head 
machine  can   be   almost  compl 
stripped  with  the  following  tools: 
Allen  wrench,  6mm  Allen,  13mm 
wrench,  lOmm  end  wrench.  Hat  I 
screwdriver,  and  a  straight  bar  to  tui 
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Detail  Photos  by  Jottj 


■  axle  nuts.  Removal  of  engine  side 
jrs,  shift  lever  and  kick  starter  require 
y  one  small  tool  a  5mm  Allen  wrench, 
tarting  the  SWM  is  almost  always  a  one 
c  procedure,  hot  or  cold.  The  kick  lever 
eft-side  mounted  but  doesn't  seem 
Ti.sy.  It  is  easily  reached  without  stretch- 
,  completely  clears  the  footpeg  and 
IS  the  engine  with  minimum  effort, 
irst  time  SWM  riders  should  be  cau- 
led  about  the  high  bhp  engine  and  light 
It  end  characteristics.  Rapid  accelera- 
1  in  a  sil-up  position  will  result  in 
ant  wheelies  through  fourth  gear  and 


the  machine  is  very  easy  to  loop  if  the  rider 
doesn't  lean  over  the  handlebars.  Clutch 
pull  is  heavy,  but  the  clutch  completely 
disengages  once  in.  Shifting  is  stiff  and 
requires  the  use  of  the  hard  pulling  clutch 
when  shifted  fast,  otherwise  it  will  balk 
and  refuse  to  move.  Handling  is  quick  and 
positive,  almost  too  quick  for  all  but  expert 
level  riders.  Bars  are  overly  wide  and  con- 
tribute to  the  machine's  sensitivity  to  rider 
input.  We  trimmed  about  an  inch  from 
each  end.  Both  brakes  are  excellent  and 
they  stop  the  bike  in  a  controlled  and 
progressive  manner  without  being  overly 


sensitive.  The  powerful  engine  lets  the 
SWM  conquer  hills  without  breathing 
hard,  yet  is  perfectly  happy  at  a  turtle's 
pace. 

The  SWM  250  GS  is  aimed  at  the 
serious  enduro  rider  and  beginner/novice 
riders  will  find  the  bike  too  much  of  a  good 
thing.  Its  ultra  quick  handling,  explosive 
power  and  light  front  end  could  spell  dan- 
ger for  a  rider  who  hasn't  yet  developed 
the  quickness  and  skill  the  SWM  de- 
mands. But  an  'A'  or  'B'  rated  guy  on  the 
GS  could  very  well  fill  his  trophy  shelf  with 
first  place  gold.  g 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $2130 

Fork  travel  10.0  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter  35mm 

Rear  wheel 

travel   10.0  in. 

Tire,  front   3.00-21 

Tire,  rear  4.50-18 

Engine  two-stroke  Single 

Bore  X  stroke  .  74.4  x  57.5mm 

Piston  displacement  247cc 

Compression  ratio  14:1 

Claimed 

power   35.6  @  7250  rpm 

Claimed  torque  na 

Carburetion  ....32mm  Dell'Orto 

Ignition  Bosch  CDI 

Lubrication  system   premix 

Primary 

drive  straight-cut  gear 
Gear  ratios,  overalhl 

6th  9.87 

5th  11.84 

4th  14.17 

3rd   18.17 

2nd  24.88 

1st  36.81 

Oil  capacity  2.5  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  2.0  gal. 

Fuel  tank 

material  steel 

Swing  arm 

material    chrome-moly  steel 

Starter  primary  kick 

Air  filtration   oiled  foam 

Frame 

material    chrome-moly  steel 

DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase   57.5  in. 

Seat  height  36.7  in. 

Seat  width  6.0  in. 


Seat  length  21.3  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center  13.0  in. 

Handlebar  width  34.0  in. 

Footpeg  height  14.8  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top  21.5  in. 

Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  5.2  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.2  in. 

Swing  arm  length  19.2  in. 

Swing  arm  pivot 

to  drive  sprocket 

center   3.2  in. 


Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size   1.5  in. 

Ground  clearance  10.8  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  29° 

Trail   4.72  in. 

Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel  239  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear,  percent  45.7/54.3 

FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable 
with  air?  no 


Rear  shock  damping 

adjustable?  yes-interna 
Rear  shocks 

rebuildable?  yi 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?   yi 

Does  owners  manual 

show  how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?  r 

Does  pipe  burn 

rider?  i 

Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable?  y 


Engine  has  massive  cylinder  and  hea 
ning.  Bosch  CDI  provides  spark.  Case  j 
wraps  around  front  of  countershaft  sf 
et.  Gas  line  is  held  away  from  pipe  by  n 
through  a  welded  on  frame  guide. 
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Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


Box:  17  mg.  "tar",  1.2  mg.  nicotine;  Kings:  18  mg.  "tar".  1.3  mg.  nicotine; 
lOO's:  19  mg.  "tar",  1.4  mg.  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette,  FTC  Report  May  1978. 


mi 


ft 


A  CUSTOM 
THAT'S  MORE  THAN  JUST  SPB 


THE  1979  HONDA  CM400T 


The  new  Honda  CM400s  are 
street  cruisers  that  raise  custom- 
bike  building  to  a  flne  art. 

The  proof  is  In  the  riding. 
Ybu're  ioolcing  good,  and 
you're  also  totally  in  touch. 
The  stepped,  comfortably 
padded  seat  is  placed  low  for 
maximum  comfort.  Fullback 
handlebars  feel  Just  right. 
A  sleek  teardrop  fuel  tank  with 
special  pinstripe  artwork  com- 
pletes the  moving  picture. 


Ute've  got  style  down  to  a 
sdjeiKe.  Slick,  shorty  mufflers 
and  new  black  ComStar'" 
wheels  complete  the 
unmistakable  profile.  There  s 
an  abundance  of  brilliant 
chrome .  But  not  tgd  much 
In  other  words,  a  road 
show  that  stops  Just  short  of 
extravagance. 

Performance  to  match  looks 
comes  from  the  reliable  395  cc 
OHC  twin  Honda  engine.  Ybur 
CM400  is  available  In  two 
superior  packages:  the  CM400T 
with  five-speed  gearbox  and  the 
CM400A  Hondamatic^"  with  our 
two-speed  semi-automatic 
transmission  for  easier  no-clutch 
riding. 

But  either  way,  please  ride 
safely.  Watch  your  speed,  watch 
out  for  the  other  guy  and  obey 
all  the  rules  of  the  road. 

The  '79  Honda  CM400s. 
Looking  good  Just  took  a  turn 
for  the  better.  Now  at  your 
Honda  dealers. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  Keep  lights  on.  Model  avail- 
ability may  be  limited.  For  free  brochure,  write: 
American  Honda  IVIotor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept. 
CW49CM,  Box  50,  Gardena,  CA  90247.  See 
Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer 
©  1979  AHM. 
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SUZUKI  GST  SO  EN 

The  Competition  Has  Had  Ttiree  Years  to  Catcti  Up, 
But  the  GS  Is  Still  the  Best  750 


•  Suzuki  put  the  mo- 
torcycle world  on  its 
ear  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  GS750 
three  years  ago.  After 
years  of  trying  to  sell 
the  American  public 
on  two-strokes  and  in- 
novative engineering, 
Suzuki  went  back  to 
basics  and  built  what  people  were  buying— 
750  Fours.  The  difference  was  that 
Suzuki's  first  large  four-stroke  was  faster 
and  quicker  than  anything  available  in  its 
class,  and  went  into  the  books  as  the  first 
big  Japanese  multi  that  handled  well. 

On  the  surface,  the  GS750  wasn't  so 
different.  Four  cylinders.  Double  overhead 
camshafts.  Roller  chain  cam  drive. 
Straight-cut  gear  primary  drive.  Breaker 
points  ignition.  Five-speed  transmi.ssion. 
Four  slide-throttle  carburetors.  Double 
downtube  frame.  Disc  brakes  front  and 
rear.  Aside  from  an  automatic  cam  chain 
tensioner,  the  Suzuki  possessed  nothing 
some  other  bike  already  on  the  market 
didn't  have. 

The  difference  was  in  function.  The 
Suzuki  wasn't  radically  new  and  different. 
It  just  worked  better  than  anything  else 
available,  delivering  more  power,  more 
speed,  a  lower  ET  at  the  drag  strip,  and  the 
best  suspension/frame/handling  package 
ever  to  come  out  of  Japan. 

Function  is  the  key  to  the  GS750.  Know- 
ing that,  it  is  easy  to  understand  why 
Suzuki's  version  of  a  deluxe  750,  the 
GS750EN,  looks  conservative  compared 
to  the  semi-chopperized  customs  and  spe- 
cials sold  in  shipload  lots  by  the  other  three 
major  Japanese  firms.  The  EN  is  simply 
the  best  750  Suzuki  engineers  know  how  to 
build,  with  cast  alloy  wheels,  dual  front 
disc  brakes,  a  modestly-stepped  seat  and 
different  paint  setting  it  apart  from  the 
GS750N. 

Aside  from  the  details  setting  off  the 
GS750E,  there  have  also  been  changes  in 
the  basic  GS750  since  its  introduction. 
Perhaps  the  most  significant  alterations 
were  made  in  carburetion  to  comply  with 
emissions  control  regulations.  Suzuki  went 
to  close-tolerance  26mm  Mikuni  slide 
throttle  carburetors  beginning  with  the 
GS750C  (1978)  model.  The  new  carbs, 
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while  identical  in  nominal  size  to  the 
26mm  Mikunis  formerly  used,  were  built 
with  closer  tolerances  in  jets  and  circuits. 
That's  because  altering  jetting  is  now  pro- 
hibited by  law.  and  motorcycles  must  come 
with  preset  carburetion.  Because  no  ad- 
justments for  normal  production-line  dif- 
ferences are  allowed,  tolerances  must  be 
closer  to  begin  with. 

At  the  same  time,  jetting  changes  were 
made  as  well,  changes  again  motivated  by 
emissions  standards. 

The  GS750B  came  with  a  4t  100  main 
jet. 0-6  needle.  5F2l-3jet  needle,  and  #  15 
pilot  jet.  The  GS750C  ( 1978)  and  GS750N 
(1979)  carburetors  were  changed  to  a 
#  102.5  main  jet.  0-4  needle.  5DL36-2  jet 
needle  and  #  15  pilot  jet. 

What  that  all  means  is  that  the  GS750N 
is  leaner  at  the  small  throttle  openings 
usually  encountered  in  EPA  emissions  test 
modes.  The  dual-taper  5DL36-2  jet  needle 
is  initially  leaner,  secondarily  richer  to 
smooth  the  transition  from  idle  to  off  idle, 
(or  from  small,  steady-state  carb  openings 
at  low  speeds  to  gentle  acceleration,  as 
encountered  in  traffic).  The  float  level  was 
also  lowered  between  the  GS750B  and 
GS750N,  from  26mm  to  24mm. 

Other  changes  span  a  wide  range  of 
components.  One-piece  front  brake  discs 
replaced  two-piece  riveted  discs  (one-piece 
discs  look  cleaner  and  also  dissipate  heat 


GS750's  two-valves-per-cylinder,  dohc  over- 
square  engir)e  makes  excellent  power  with- 
out overbearing  complexity. 


better):  rear  disc  size  was  reduced  frc 
11.6  in.  to  10.8  in.  for  better  rear  wh« 
control  under  braking:  a  remote- re.serv< 
rear  master  cylinder  replaced  the  integr, 
reservoir  master  cylinder:  the  fork  lo 
was  combined  with  the  ignition  lock:  st 
material  and  shape  was  changed:  and  t 
deluxe  E  version  was  introduced,  all  for  I 

1978  model  year. 

For  1979.  the  GS750's  throttle  grip  w 
lengthened  to  accommodate  lock-i 
accessory  cruise  controls:  foldinii.  sprir 
loaded  footpegs  replaced  the  previous 
used  rigid  pegs:  larger,  square  cross-s< 
tion  passenger  pegs  replaced  the  earl 
round  cross-section  pegs:  new  scat  co\ 
material  with  a  softer  feel  became  sta 
dard:  a  choke  knob  located  on  the  insti 
ment  panel  replaced  the  lever  forme 
fitted  to  the  left  carburetor  body  (whi 
sometimes  fouled  boots  and  riding  suit 
a  fused  accessory  terminal  was  added  i 
derneath  one  side  cover:  the  tool  kit  v 
improved  with  larger  forged  pliersi 
longer  14- 17mm  open-end  wrench  an< 
shock  preload  adjustment  tool  built  ii 
the  end  of  the  spark  plug  wrench  hand 
frame  downtube  gusseting  was  extendec 
the  engine  mounts,  and  a  new  gear  indi 
tor  with  individual  bulbs  for  every  g 
replaced  the  traditional  Suzuki  LED  d 
tal  gear  indicator. 

Mid-way  through  1978.  the  head  gas 
design  and  O-ring  material  were  b| 
changed.  Early  GS750s  seeped  oil  ft 
the  head  gasket  even  when  the  cyliii 
head  was  correctly  torqued.  so  Su^ 
switched  from  silicon-base  rubber  to  fli; 
ine-base  rubber  in  the  O-rings  which  | 
cylinder  oil  passageways  at  the  head  i 
ket.  The  new  material  better  resists  | 
and  oil.  j 

None  of  the  changes  have  altered 
basic  character  of  the  GS750  nor  h 
pered  its  competitiveness  in  the  r 
ketplace.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  75( 
has  dual  front  discs  and  cast  alloy  wh 
it  weighs  547  lb.  with  half  a  tank  of 
oline.  or  just  one  pound  more  than 

1979  Honda  CB750K,  which  has  s 
wheels  and  a  single  front  disc.  For  < 
parison,  the  Yamaha  XS750SF  Sp( 
weighs  546  lb.  with  half  a  tank:  the 
maha  XS750F,  549  lb.  The  basic  Si 
GS750N  weighs  511  lb.  with  fuel. 

(~   Photos  by  John 


offer  both  compliance  for  rider  comfort 
and  high-speed  control  and  handling  for 
rider  thrills.  Even  today,  the  Suzuki  has  the 
best  suspension  available  on  a  750. 

The  front  forks,  for  example,  respond 
well  to  small,  repetitive  bumps— such  as 
concrete  road  expansion  joints— isolating 
the  rider  from  the  series  of  small  jolts.  Yet 
it  deals  with  large  bumps  equally  as  well. 
The  shocks,  while  not  as  compliant  as  the 
forks,  also  respond  well  to  a  full  range  of 
road  irregularities.  How  good  the  shock 
compliance  seemed  depended  upon  the 
road  and  load.  One  140-lb.  tester  thought 
the  ride  over  one  section  of  concrete  free- 
way choppier  than  he  would  have  liked, 
even  at  the  lowest  preload  setting.  But 
heavier  staffers  had  no  quarrel  with  the 
ride,  and  it  did  take  a  particularly  foul 
section  of  expansion  joints  to  cause  the 
140-lb.  tester  to  complain.  Anyone  who 
ever  rode  the  seemingly-locked  shocks  of  a 
Suzuki  Triple  of  any  size  will  immediately 
notice  the  improvement  in  the  GS  shocks— 
the  difference  is  like  night  and  day.  or 
maybe  like  going  from  a  rigid  rear  end  to 
swing  arm  suspension. 

The  price  one  pays  for  compliance  is 
instantaneous  fork  dive  under  braking, 
due  to  little  compression  damping.  But  it  is 
a  small  price  to  pay  indeed,  for  in  spite  of 
the  compliant  forks  and  shocks  the  Suzuki 
handles  the  rigors  of  the  racetrack  better 
than  its  competition.  Where  the  CB750K 
wallows  in  transitions  from  braking  to  ac- 
celerating while  still  leaned  over,  the 
GS750  doesn't;  where  the  CB750K  shakes 
its  head  down  the  straightaway,  the  Suzuki 
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runs  true.  The  GS750  can  be  improved 
upon  for  the  racetrack  through  the  addi- 
tion of  accessory  shocks,  since  the  stockers 
will  heat  up  and  fade  and  allow  some  rear- 
end  pogo  under  heavy  loading  after  several 
hot  laps.  But  taken  within  the  context  of 
standard  equipment,  the  Suzuki  still 
comes  out  best  in  the  750  class,  with  fewer 
and  less  severe  defects  in  handling  under 
pressure  than  any  of  its  competitors. 
What's  more,  it  takes  longer  in  terms  of 
laps  or  time  spent  chasing  down  a  curvy 
stretch  of  pavement  before  the  slight  de- 
fects surface. 

When  pressed,  the  GS750  drags  the 
center  and  side  stands  on  the  left  side  and 
the  centerstand  on  the  right,  followed  by 
the  footpegs  and  exhaust  pipes  if  the  rider 
is  really  pushing  it.  It's  possible  to  ride  very 
hard  on  the  stock  tires.  The  OEM  IRC 
Grand  High  Speed  GSll-AW  front  and 
rear  tires  were  rated  Very  Good  in  CYCLE 
WORLD'S  tire  tests  (August  1978,  January 
1979)  for  good  reason.  For  most  sporting 
use  the  GS750EN  has  good  cornering 
clearance,  and  it  will  take  a  hot  shoe  rider 
with  the  gas  on  to  find  the  limits  of  that 
clearance. 

For  more  sedate  use.  as  on  the  highway, 
the  GS750"s  seat  matches  its  suspension 
and  is  a  vast  improvement  over  early 
model  seats.  It's  wide  enough  with  a  good 
balance  between  soft  and  firm  to  keep  the 
rider  comfortable  on  long  hauls.  Seating 
position  is  a  matter  of  personal  prefer- 
ences, and  the  GS  wheelbarrow  han- 
dlebars have  earned  paragraph  upon 
paragraph  of  scorn  from  road  testers  since 


the  bike's  introduction.  But  while  go-fa 
ers  may  prefer  lower  and  farther-forwj 
bars,  people  interested  in  riding  behin« 
fairing  or  windshield  will  find  the  sto 
bars  to  be  just  right.  Most,  however.  \i 
agree  that  the  footpegs  are  a  bit  high  a 
forward.  It's  something  you  can  get  uj 
to. 

Where  there's  go.  there  must  be  stop  i 
again  the  Suzuki  shines.  The  latest  Hon 
are  equipped  with  new  pad  materials 
improve  wet-weather  braking,  but  the  p 
squeal  and  discolor  the  discs,  and  f 
back  a  pulsation  through  the  brake  le 
At  slower  speeds,  recent  Honda  brakes 
as  if  they're  being  applied  and  relea 
even  though  the  rider  is  maintain 
steady  pressure.  Meanwhile,  Kawasal 
drilling  asymetrical  patterns  in  1979  m< 
discs  and  also  changing  pad  material 
wet-weather  stopping.  But  Suzuki,  ins 
of  factory  claims  that  pad  material  ha 
been  changed  since  the  GS750's  intro< 
tion,  has  the  most  responsive,  controll; 
and  powerful  disc  brakes  in  the  busir 
both  wet  and  dry.  The  pads  don't  sq 
and  squall,  the  discs  don't  discolor  e> 
sively,  the  rider  doesn't  have  to  put  up 
annoying  pulsating  or  grabbiness. 
want  to  stop?  Apply  the  brakes,  and  y 
stop.  The  Suzuki  GS750EN  stops  froi 
actual  60  mph  in  141  feet.  What 
apparent  from  looking  at  the  stop 
distance  is  the  fact  that  the  Suzuki  will 
at  that  distance  time  after  time  withou 
rider  fearing  for  his  life.  That  isn't  a  h 
it-out-on-the-edge-of-disaster  stop 
rather  a  perfectly  controllable,  repea 


).  no  mean  engineering  feat.  In  a  pour- 
rain  foray,  we  found  no  problems  in 
iging  the  GS750  to  a  safe,  predictable 
)  in  spite  of  water  running  off  the  discs 

calipers  the  whole  time, 
lut  while  the  Suzuki  holds  clear  advan- 
:s  in  the  areas  of  handling  and  brak- 
— especially  braking  control-it  falls 
rt  of  the  class  standard  in  transmission 
ting.  The  Suzuki's  transmission  doesn't 
ip  out  of  gear,  lodge  itself  into  false 
trals  or  bypass  the  desired  gear  and 
n  into  one  higher  or  lower  than 
nded.  It's  just  that  it  takes  more  pres- 
;  to  move  the  shift  lever  than  some 
fers  liked.  The  tester  who  owned  a 
W  five  years  ago  couldn't  understand 
It  the  fuss  was  about— compared  to 
ly  Sachs  gearboxes,  everything  else 
'ts  great.  But  riders  with  more  sensitive 
ting  toes  declared  the  750  a  slightly 
:hy  shifter.  Another  thought  that  the 
3lem  might  lie  in  the  clutch,  which 
m't  fully  engage  until  the  very  end  of 
r  release,  but  doesn't  completely  disen- 
;  until  the  lever  is  almost  to  the  grip, 
s  the  clutch  could  be  slightly  loading 
transmission  and  making  it  harder  to 

if  the  rider  isn't  careful  with  the  clutch 

r. 

len.  too.  there  are  problems  with  the 
-emissions  carburetor  alterations. 
°e  is  a  slight  throttle  hesitation  coming 
mall  throttle  openings.  Say  you're  rid- 
lowly  in  a  ma.ss  of  backed-up  traffic  at 
-3500  rpm  in  first  gear,  and  want  to 
J  up  a  bit.  Rolling  on  the  throttle 
s  a  momentary  glitch  of  uneven  re- 


sponse. Even  the  smoothest  throttle  ap- 
plication doesn't  avoid  it.  and  if  you  pay 
attention,  the  problem  is  still  noticeable  at 
about  3500  in  fifth  gear  on  the  expressway. 
Perhaps  many  people  won't  notice  the 
momentary  lean  condition  described 
above,  (a  condition  which  Honda  avoids 
through  the  use  of  accelerator  pumps  on  its 
1979  carburetors).  But  every  rider  will 
notice  the  Suzuki's  obstinate  behavior 
when  cold. 

Various  motorcycles  have  been  referred 
to  in  the  past  as  being  cold  blooded,  but 
the  GS750sets  new  standards  for  refusal  to 
run  right  until  the  engine  is  warm.  Getting 
the  bike  to  fire  in  the  morning  takes  zero 
throttle  and  full  choke,  with  at  least  two 
minutes  of  warm-up  time  before  the  bike 
will  accept  enough  throttle  to  rev  past  3000 
rpm.  More  than  '/s  throttle  sends  the  bike 
into  staggers  and  fits  for  even  longer,  and 
throttle  response  doesn't  exist  until  after 
several  miles  of  riding.  There  is  a  way 
around  the  problem— almost-if  the  rider 
doesn't  mind  living  with  the  acceleration 
of  a  fully-loaded  cement  truck  for  several 
minutes.  The  stopgap  answer  is  to  leave 
the  choke  full  on  and  barely,  ever-so- 
slightly  crack  the  throttle,  let  the  clutch  out 
at  3000  rpm  and  ride  off.  shifting  at  about 
3500  rpm  and  keeping  more-or-less  steady 
throttle.  It  won't  thrill  the  pilot,  but  even 
moving  slowly  may  be  better  than  not 
moving  at  all  while  waiting  for  the  engine 
to  warm  up.  The  colder  the  morning,  the 
greater  the  problem,  and  the  longer  it  takes 
to  achieve  normal  throttle  response. 

Another  annoyance  comes  in  the  form 


of  the  carburetor  return  spring,  which  is 
stiff  to  the  point  of  causing  agony  on  long 
rides.  No  wonder  Suzuki  incorporated 
provisions  for  the  addition  of  a  cruise 
control  on  1979  models. 

Red  instrument  lighting  debuted  with 
the  original  GS750  and  is  still  used.  One 
staffer  objected  to  the  lighting,  saying  that 
he  found  the  traditional  green  instrument 
lighting  more  readable.  Others  liked  the 
red  lighting  just  fine.  The  speedometer, 
tachometer,  odometer  and  resettable  trip- 
meter  are  all  easy  to  read  in  the  daytime 
and  well-lit  at  night.  The  speedometer,  as 
expected,  is  optimistic,  reading  30  mph  at 
an  actual  26  mph  and  indicating  60  mph  at 
an  actual  55  mph. 

The  change  from  the  familiar  LED  digi- 
tal gear  indicator  to  five  individual  bulbs 
lighting  five  separate  gear  numbers  (ar- 
ranged in  an  arc  on  the  instrument  panel) 
came  after  every  other  alternative  was 
tried  to  make  the  LED  display  readable  in 
bright  sunlight.  Before  finally  abandoning 
it  this  year,  Suzuki  tried  at  least  four 
changes  in  the  LED  system,  including 
going  to  brighter  LEDs,  altering  the  dis- 
play angle,  and  experimenting  with  differ- 
ent display  cover  glass  shades  and 
densities.  Still,  bright-sunlight  readability 
just  wasn't  there,  so  the  new  system  was 
developed.  It  can  be  read  during  the 
daytime. 

Lighting  front  and  rear  and  controls  are 
all  good,  although  the  taillight  bulb  fila- 
ment burned  out  on  our  test  bike,  very  rare 
for  Japanese  motorcycles.  As  is  normal 
these  days,  the  headlight  and  taillight  > 
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GS  forks  are  compliant,  yet  offer  good  control.  One-piece  discs  stop 
wet  or  dry.  Cast  wheel  is  made  by  Suzuki. 


GS750  carbs  are  jetted  for  emissions,  contribute  to  extreme 
cold-bloodedness.  Return  springs  are  agonizingly  strong 
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Instruments  are  easy  to  read  and  glow  red  at  night. 


Styling  has  always  been  a  GS750  strong  point.  The  tail  section! 
reflects  the  Suzuki's  mix  of  swoopiness  and  function. 


come  on  with  the  engine  and  stay  lit 
constantly,  in  theory  increasing  machine 
conspicuity,  and  hence,  rider  safety. 

As  good  as  the  lights  and  controls  are, 
the  handlebar  grips  are  horrendous.  These 
rubber  disasters  are  hard,  with  ridges  and 
bumps  seemingly  designed  to  eat  through 
riding  gloves  and  irritate  and  blister  flesh. 
They've  been  found  on  Suzukis  for  years, 
and  are  the  first  thing  a  rider  should  junk. 
In  grips,  Hondas  have  street  Suzukis  beat 
in  every  way.  The  best  use  for  any  and  all 
such  Suzuki  grips  would  be  as  shredded 
filler  material  in  asphalt  highways,  or  per- 
haps—in recycled  form— as  boat  hull  fend- 
ers. 

New  this  year  is  an  accessory  terminal 
under  a  side  cover,  complete  with  lO-amp 
fuse.  In  theory  that  makes  it  easy  for  a 
GS750  owner  to  hook  up  a  CB,  stereo  tape 
player,  AM/FM  radio,  radar  detector  or 
whatever  with  the  fuse  for  protection  in 
case  of  short  circuit  or  overload.  But  the 
terminal  (which  is  actually  a  simple  screw) 
would  have  been  better  located  in  the 
headlight  shell,  since  most  electrical  ac- 
cessories are  installed  in  frame-mount  fair- 
ings by  touring  riders. 
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While  styling  is  a  matter  of  personal 
taste,  we've  always  liked  the  looks  of  the 
GS750  and  find  the  GS750EN  even  more 
visually  appealing.  The  only  distasteful 
things  on  the  bike  are  the  tacky-looking 
joints  between  the  sections  of  the  decal 
"pinstriping"  on  the  gas  tank.  The  colors 
and  shape  of  the  stripes  are  fine,  but  the 
location  of  the  joints  and  the  amount  of 
overlap  call  close-range  attention  to  the 
fact  that  they  are  indeed  decals  applied 
over  the  color  paint  coats  and  underneath 
the  final  clear  coats. 

In  certain  maintenance  aspects,  the 
GS750  has  stayed  where  it  was  three  years 
ago  while  the  competition  has  moved  for- 
ward. The  GS  still  has  breaker  point  igni- 
tion, while  the  latest  Hondas  and  Yamahas 
come  with  maintenance-free  pointless 
electronic  ignition  systems.  Compared  to 
the  four-valves-per-cylinder  Honda 
CB750K.  however,  the  two-valves-per-cyl- 
inder  GS750  has  an  advantage  when  it 
comes  time  to  adjust  the  valves— fewer 
valves  means  less  work.  The  Suzuki  also 
has  an  automatic  cam  chain  tensioner.  The 
GS750  is  very  straightforward  to  maintain, 
and  the  official  GS750  shop  manual  is  very 


good,  better  in  fact  than  the  non-fac| 
manuals  on  the  market.  Owners  who  > 
to  adjust  their  bike's  valves  can  bi 
Suzuki  shim  kit  and  special  tool  to  d( 

When  it  comes  to  the  really  big  thi 
the  essence  of  a  motorcycle— performa 
handling,  suspension,  braking,  rider  < 
fort— the  GS750  works.  It  carries  the  i 
appeal  of  a  750  compared  to  a  1000— 
as  a  smaller  purchase  price,  lower  ii] 
ance  premium  and  a  smaller  parts  bi| 
tires  and  chains— yet  delivers  more  pi 
than  a  650  or  550  or  500. 

It  is  versatile.  One  staffer  has  road 
seven  diff'erent  GS750s  in  various  con 
rations  and  displacements,  and  rode 
from  Daytona  to  Los  Angeles  in  1978 
bike  is  at  home  in  urban  traffic,  on 
highways  and  on  the  banking  of  a 
bowl. 

At  its  introduction  three  years  a 
long  time  in  the  accelerating  technolc 
our  time— the  GS750  was  revolution 
functional  pioneer.  The  others  hav< 
those  three  years  to  catch  up,  ye 
Suzuki  GS750— especially  the  GS75i 
still  stands  as  the  best  all  around  75 
can  buy. 
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PECIFICATIONS 

ist  price  $2729 

ngine  dohc  Four 

ore  X  stroke  . .65  X  56.4mm 

isplacement  748cc 

ompression  ratio  8.7:1 

arburetion   (4)  26mm 

Mil(uni 

Air  filter  oiled  foam 
inition        battery  points 

laimed  power   na 

laimed  torque  na 

ubrication 

system  wet  sump 

11  capacity  3.6  qt. 

jel  capacity  4.8  gal. 

ecommended 

fuel   unleaded 

tarter  electric,  kick 

Iternator   12v200w 

eadlight  50/40w 

lutch  multi-disc  wet 

rimary  drive  straight-cut 
gear 

nal  drive  #  630  chain 
ear  ratios,  overallrl 

5th  5.65 

4th  6.62 

3rd  8.12 

2nd   10.33 

1st  15.12 

uspension 

front  telescopic  fork 

travel  6.3  in. 

uspension 

rear   swing  arm 

travel  3.9  in. 

re.  front      3.25H-19  IRC 
Grand  High  Speed 
GS11-AW 
re,  rear     4.00H-18  IRC 
Grand  High  Speed 
GS11-AW 
rake,  front     dual  10.8  in. 

discs 

rake,  rear  10.8  in.  disc 

ital  brake  swept 

area  265  sq.  in. 

'ake  loading  (160-lb. 

rider)   2.66  Ib./sq.  in. 

heelbase  58.7  in. 

»rk  rake  angle  27° 

ail   4.21  in. 

mdlebar  width       30  in. 

>at  height   32.7  In. 

sat  width  11  in. 

otpeg  height  ...12.75  in. 

ound  clearance   6  in. 

St  weight 

w/half-tank  fuel)  5471b. 
jight  bias,  front /rear, 
Dercent  47.5/52.5 
OSS  vehicle  weight 

ating  891  lb. 

ad  capacity        344  lb. 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  4387  rpm 
Power/weight  ratio 

(160-lb.  rider)  na 

Fuel 

consumption  45.2  mpg 
Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated  26  mph 

60  mph  indicated  55  mph 
Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  33  ft. 

from  60  mph   141  ft. 

Standing  start 

%-mile  12.72  sec. 

@  103.80  mph 

Speed  after 

Vi  mile   119  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   46  mph 

2nd  66  mph 

3rd   86  mph 

4th   105  mph 

5th   123  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30  1.97  sec. 

0-40  2.72  sec. 

0-50  3.81  sec. 

0-60  4.78  sec. 

0-70  5.97  sec. 

0-80  7.26  sec. 

0-90  8.65  sec. 

0-100  11.51  sec. 
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/  finer  accessories  for 
'  IVIan  &  l\4acitine  from 
tlie  ysforld's  no.^  supplier 


■  Don*t-We-All- 

Wish  Dept.:  You  are 
head  of  research  and 
development  for  a 
large  molorcycle  man- 
ufacturer. You  and 
your  team  have  just 
finished  a  major  proj- 
ect, a  range  of  dual- 
purpose  bikes  into 
which  you  put  every  new  idea  in  the  house. 

Now  management  has  another  assign- 
ment. Do  another  set  of  dual-purpose 
bikes.  This  time  they  must  be  smaller  and 
because  the  marketplace  is  fiercely  com- 
petitive and  price  conscious,  this  project 
has  a  limit.  You  must  review  ail  the  break- 
throughs from  the  earlier  job  and  then 
decide  which  ones  should  be  on  the  little 
uns  and  which  ones  aren't  needed. 
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If  you  did  the  job  right,  you'd  come  up 
with  Honda's  XRI85  and  XI  IS5. 

Ihc  185s  arc  excellent  work.  They're 
al.so  a  pair  of  bikes  with  the  .same  general 
outline  and  yet  with  marked  dilferences. 
Siblings,  so  to  speak,  but  not  twins. 

The  shared  parts  begin  with  the  185 
engine,  offered  in  XR  and  XL  form.  They 
are  basically  the  same  engine,  descended 
from  the  XL  125. 

Right,  the  125.  The  XL  175  had  the 
correct  displacement  but  it  was  in  effect  a 
.scaled-down  250:  too  tall  and  too  heavy. 
Honda  R&D  worked  out  how  to  pack 
I85cc  worth  of  gears  and  primary  drive 
and  crankshaft,  etc..  into  the  125  cases  and 
topped  that  with  a  new  barrel.  There's  one 
camshaft,  on  the  head,  and  two  valves.  The 
irimmed-back  package  was  predicated  on 
low  weight,  so  the  engines  didn't  need 


complicated  ways  to  get  pouer. 

Ihe  XI.  engine  has  a  normal  comp 
sion  ratio.  9.2: 1.  a  24mm  carb  and  a 
muffler.  That  and  the  carb  jets  are  sel 
road-slandard  emissions. 

The  XR  engine  has  a  26mm  car 
lighter  muffler  limited  to  public  land 
forest  service  standards;  less  restriction 
a  few  more  decibels.  The  XRI85  ha 
incredible  c.r.  of  10: 1 .  Honda's  (  XSOO 
has  a  10:1  c.r..  but  in  that  application 
water  cooling  protects  the  engine. 
XRI85  is  air-cooled,  and  the  factory 
ommends  low-lead  gas.  And  it  works 

Because  of  the  variation  in  c.r. 
breathing,  the  XR  is  rated  at  18  M 
9000  rpm.  and  the  XL  at  15.3  bhp  at  I 

What's  new  about  the  shared  er 
parts  is  the  compression  limiter.  first 
on  the  250  and  then  justified  on  the 

Photos  by  Henry  N.  Manney  III  and  Steve  t 


/'verdone.  one  might  think,  as  although 
jiere  are  many  of  us  who've  been  bitten  by 
i  big  four-stroke  Single  the  smaller  Hon- 
:ns  have  not  had  this  habit. 
'  What  the  185  doesn't  have  is  counter- 
Ifllancers.  dual  or  single  or  anything.  Just 
3e  normal  weighted  crankshaft  and  the 
iternator/fly wheel.  R&D  decided  or 
■joved  through  experiments  that  whatever 
jgree  of  .smoothness  is  required  for  the 
3-e.ssed-member  frame  can  be  achieved 
Jth  the  smaller  engines  without  going  to 
-  balancers. 

^rice  note  here.  The  rule  until  now  has 
3en  that  when  you  offer  dirt  and  dual- 
irpose  versions  of  the  same  basic  model, 
u  make  the  dirt  job  by  taking  things  off 
:  streeter.  which  also  means  the  play  bike 
ils  for  less. 

tNot  with  the  XR  and  XL.  Honda  has 
•xked  another  gear  into  the  XR,  for  six 
lial.  while  the  XL  still  has  five.  As  you'd 
xss.  the  internal  and  sprocket  ratios  are 
i'gled  to  match  intended  use.  A  nice  bit 
(juggling  it  is.  The  two  engines  u.se  the 
nnc  primary  drive  ratio,  but  the  enduro- 
med  XR  has  a  lower,  that  is.  higher 
imerically,  first  gear,  the  better  to  chug 
a>ugh  mud  or  sand.  The  lighter-duty  XL 
iesn't  need  the  grunt  on  pavement  or 
U.S.  Respective  top  gears.  5th  for  the  XL 
B  6ih  for  the  XR.  are  nearly  the  same. 
;  the  sprocket  ratios  aren't.  The  XR  is 
ning  faster  at  equal  road  speeds  .so  it  has 
lire  pulling  power,  more  acceleration, 
e  six-speed  box  is  in  a  way  a  wide  ratio 
3 em.  The  XL  has  more  top  speed,  lower 
;  per  mile  and  goes  more  miles  per 
3on.  To  each  what  it's  supposed  to  do. 


And  a  useful  feature  for  the  extra  money. 

Honda  surely  does  like  the  stressed- 
member  frame,  with  the  engine  .serving  as 
ils  own  cradle.  We  were  told  with  the  250 
and  500  that  the  counter-balancers  were 
there  to  keep  vibration  not  from  the  rider, 
but  from  the  frame,  which  would  other- 
wise have  had  to  be  heavier. 

The  185s  don't  have  this  much  vibration, 
evidently.  The  stressed-member  frame  in 
this  application  means  no  tubes  under  the 
sump.  That's  an  extra  inch  or  so  of  ground 
clearance,  or  a  lower  engine  that  also  gives 
a  lower  seat  height,  center  of  gravity,  etc. 
Or  you  can  give  added  wheel  travel  be- 
cause you've  got  more  room  with  the  en- 
gine at  normal  height. 

Which  one  comes  first  matters  little 
here.  Instead,  the  result  is  a  competitive 
combination  of  seat  height,  ground  clear- 
ance and  wheel  travel  when  compared  to 
the  XR/XL's  natural  rivals,  the  IT/DT 
Yamahas  and  PE/TS  Suzukis,  each  of 
which  has  either  less  clearance  or  less 
travel  or  a  higher  seat.  Not  bad,  consider- 
ing the  traditionally  high  four-stroke  in  the 
Honda  models. 

The  frame  is  also  different  in  execution. 
The  junction  of  steering  head,  downtube 
and  backbone-a  narrow  over-and-under 
triangle-is  formed  from  a  combination  of 
tubing  and  stamped  steel  sections.  Good 


way  to  spread  load  and  reduce  stress,  al- 
though because  the  stamped  steel  frame 
was  phased  out  of  most  applications  years 
ago.  it  gave  us  a  turn  to  see  it  here.  Another 
stamping  joins  the  downtube  and  the  en- 
gine. The  engine  mounts  and  swing  arm 
pivot  share  a  lug  and  there's  a  head  stay 
from  the  rear  of  the  head  to  the  backbone- 
rear  frame  tubes  junction.  The  aft  section 
of  the  frame  is  a  duplex  Y.  with  the  short 
tail  of  the  Y  extending  down  to  become  a 
mounting  place  for  the  rubber-cushioned 
footpegs.  The  springiness  of  these  pegs, 
which  fold  and  are  properly  toothed,  by 
the  way.  can  be  surprising  to  watch  when 
the  starter  lever  bumps  the  right  one  or 
either  one  flexes  under  foot.  Held  up. 
though. 

Both  models  have  a  carefully  formed 
skid  plate  running  the  full  length  of  the 
engine  and  even  curled  up  behind  the 
cross-tube  back  of  the  engine.  The  plate  is 
narrow,  (hough.  The  XR  has  folding  shift 
and  brake  pegs,  the  XL  doesn't.  Both  sets 
extend  beyond  the  plate. 


(Getting  out  of  sequence,  we  managed 
to  bend  the  shift  levers  on  both  bikes, 
spring-loaded  or  not.  This  happened  dur- 
ing a  "Betcha"  section  of  our  test  riding: 
"Betcha  I  can  ride  up  that  narrow 
creek." 

"Hail  you  kin." 
"Just  watch." 

Both  bikes  made  it.  And  both  levers 
proved  malleable  enough  to  be  straight- 
ened on  the  trail.) 

The  1 85s"  suspension  is  similar  to  the 
250s  and  500s.  with  no-air  forks,  leading 
axles,  and  long  gas-charged  shocks  with 
the  lower  shock  mounts  atop  the  rear  axle. 
Rear  springs  are  straight-wound  for  the 
XL.  and  just  slightlv  progressive  for  the 
.XR. 

The  spring  and  damping  rates  are  differ- 
ent for  the  two  models.  Honda  tech  people 
said  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  XR  selling 
for  more  than  the  XL  was  that  the  XR 
comes  w  ith  better  suspension.  There  is  no 
sign,  fixim  the  specifications  or  from-  rid- 
ing, as  to  where  and  how  this  cost-cutting 
was  done. 

The  185s  are  less  developed  than  the 
250s  and  500s.  in  that  the  bigger  bikes 
share  with  the  motocrossers  the  four-bolt 
fixing  caps  for  the  front  axles,  and  the 
double-bolt  clinchers  on  both  triple 
clamps.  The  185  axles  use  tapered  holes  in 
the  slider  castings,  and  only  one  bolt  for 
the  upper  triple  clamp. 

Suspension  measurements  are  different, 
too.  Due  to  its  intended  use.  the  XR  has 
0.6-in.  more  front  wheel  travel  and  one  full 
inch  more  rear  wheel  travel.  This  naturally 
brings  more  ground  clearance  and  a  higher 
.seat  and  because  the  front  wheel  is  farther 
Imm  the  steering  head,  the  XR  has  a 
longer  wheelbase. 

Not  as  much  longer  as  you'd  expect. 


though.  The  frames  differ  at  the  steering 
head.  The  XR  is  steeper.  27.2°  vs  28.5. 
Trail  is  the  same  for  both,  because  the 
XR's  taller  tire  tread  lifts  the  axle  and  thus 
extends  the  distance  between  the  wheel 
contact  point  and  the  line  from  steering 
head  to  ground.  We'd  guess  the  steeper 
rake  is  to  equal  out  the  longer  wheelbase. 
Both  models  are  stable  at  top  speed,  and 
both  feel  alike  on  the  straight. 

Missing  from  the  185s  is  the  23-in.  wheel 
and  tire  Honda  now  uses  on  the  larger 
four-Strokes,  and  the  CRI25.  Why?  They 
didn't  say.  Most  likely  it's  because  the 
taller  front  wheel  requires  a  higher  .steering 
head  and  more  clearance  for  the  downtube 
and  between  the  top  of  the  tire  and  the 
fender.  To  do  this  on  the  185s  would  have 
meant  changing  the  rest  of  the  bike  and 
presumably  Honda  didn't  reckon  the  ben- 
efit to  equal  the  bother 

The  185s  do  get  the  Honda-developed 
tire  treads,  the  semi-knobby  (trials  univer- 
sal? Will  they  be  legal  in  trials  competi- 
tion?) for  the  XL.  the  claw-pattern  with 
enduro  side  knobs  for  the  XR.  The  2.75 
cross-section  is  surely  right  for  the  light 
XL  185.  although  it  means  we  owners  of 
older  enduro  bikes  can't  get  the  tires  in  a 
3.00x21. 

Brakes  on  both  are  smallish  drum.  The 
250's  protected  positioning  of  the  front 
lever  and  cable  are  mi-ssing  here,  although 
we  had  no  trouble  with  the  leading-link,  as 
it  were. 

XR  and  XL  differences  within  the  185 
line  are  almost  all  street  vs  dirt,  that  is.  the 
XL  has  full  road  equipment,  with  a  battery 
living  in  a  house  with  picture  window  and 
with  turn  signals  on  flexible  mountings,  a 
lightweight  taillight  and  a  tool  box  bolted 
to  the  rear  of  the  frame  just  below  the 
fender  The  instrument  p^el  '  \  leU 


thantheoneontheXL250and  500and  I 
choke  knob  is  next  to  the  speedo.  ratJ 
closer  than  the  gloved  hand  will  find  ca 
venient.  The  XR's  trail  headlight  lives; 
the  square  number  plate  and  the  D 
taillight  is  rubber-mounted  on  the  n 
fender  The  tool  box  is  a  molded  plat 
tray  with  a  vinyl  cover  closed  by  ziptj 
and  snaps.  The  tool  kit  is  held  in  the  ' 
with  a  damnable  rubber  strap.  O 
quickly  learns  first,  that  one  cannot  repr 
the  tools  as  closely  as  they  were  packeo; 
the  first  place,  and  second,  that  the 
panded  tool  roll  makes  the  rubber  strain 
two-hand  pull.  Don't  the  R&D  guys  o 
wear  gloves  when  they're  testing  pq 
lotypes? 

The  dirt  equivalent  to  self-cancelll 
turn  signals  has  got  to  be  the  chain  tense 
guide  on  the  chain  guard  of  the  XR  185.. 
a  diagram,  with  pictures  showing  when  r 
chain  is  too  loose  and  has  been  pulledL 
to  here  by  the  tensioner  and  showing  H 
low  the  chain  should  be  when  prop»c 
adjusted.  As  with  cancellation  by  co; 
puter  first  you  laugh  that  the  fact) 
thinks  you  need  help,  ha  ha.  And  then  ; 
learn  how  easy  it  is  to  look  at  the  pid: 
ever)  few  rides  and  adjust  until  the  cW 
and  picture  line  up.  It's  hard  to  stay  ma.i 
somebody  who's  got  your  number. 

Okay.  Honda's  budget-based  dual  ; 
dirt  185  get  the  new  tires,  the  suspens. 
and  stressed  member  frame.  They  have; 
lever-linked  compression  limiter  T" 
don't  have  four-valve  heads,  or  dual  I 
haust  pipes,  or  counter-balancers. 

They  also  don't  have  weight.  In  the 
and  500,  the  extra  poundage  is  justifl 
With  the  185s.  it  simply  isn't  there.  " 
bigger  Hondas  weigh  more  than  the  co: 
petitive  two-strokes. 

Test  weight  of  the  XR  185  is  234  lb.  0 
test  weights  for  the  PE175  Suzuki  ; 
IT175  Yamaha  were  228  and  236  lb., 
spectively.  We're  a  bit  out  of  touch  with  r 
dual-purpose  Yamaha  and  Suzuki 
we'd  bet  the  XL's  249  lb.  is  right  cIosm 
the  others.  Better  than  ballpark,  in  ot( 
words  and  although  the  XL  185  won't  o 
drag  the  late-lamented  Can-Am  TNT  I 
the  class  champ,  it's  safe  to  say  that  , 
Honda  185  in  either  trim  is  equal  to  < 
Suzuki  or  Yamaha  175  two-strokes  in  sii; 
lar  trim.  i.e..  dirt  or  emissions-controlll 

Now  that's  something  new.  Those  oc 
who've  been  waiting  for  the  two-stroke ; 
to  blow  over  can  honestly  say  that  we  hi 
with  the  Honda  185s  two  lightweight  bii 
No  need  to  mention  reliability,  miles-  ■ 
gallon,  different  engine  characterisi 
The  185s  need  no  handicap.  The  bi) ; 
four-strokes  offer  something  different. 
185s  offer  parity. 
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There's  K91  iv\ark  II, 
the  big  footprint,  big  muscle, 
big  mileage  tire  that  keeps  on 
cmising  under  heavy  loads. 


Dunlop  develofjed  the  K91  Mark 
11  high  performance  touring  tire 
for  any  type  of  road  and  any  type 
of  weather 

The  K91  Mark  II  that  powers  your 
bike  is  the  first  and  only  touring 
tire  with  belted  construction.  Two 
Kevlar'"  belts  that  are  pound-for- 
pound  five  times  stronger  than 
steel,  help  keep  the  tread 
stable  when  you're  flat  out  on  a 
freeway.  Flexible  nylon  body 
plies  under  the  belts  help 
absorb  the  shock  of  ever- 
changing  open  road  conditions. 

Performance  -  a  part  of  the 
design.  Thanks  to  its  belted 
construction  and  high  air  volume, 
the  K91  Mark  ll's  load-carrying 
capacity  is  second  to  none.  Take 
the  MT90-17  rear,  for  example.  At 
40/psi,  it's  rated  at  810  lbs.,  140 
lbs.  more  than  the  stock  450-17. 


When  cruising 
along  sloppy  high- 
ways, three  exclusive 
design  features  -  aqua 
jets,  grip  cells  and  center 
groove  -  attack  the  wet 
surface,  discharging  water  as  " 
you  lay  down  tread.  In  a  recent 
independent  test  among  competi- 
tive tire  brands,  this  same  unique 
tread  design  and  high  traction 
compound  helped  the  K91  Mark 
11  panic  stop  in  the  shortest 
distance  and  with  excellent 
braking  control.* 

And  the  payoff  is  in  mileage.  The 

belted  K91  Mark  11  consistently 
delivers  longer  mileage  than  bias 
ply  tires.  In  fact,  up  to  three  times 
longer  than  some  stock  tires. 

•Write  for  details. 


An  ideal 
partner.  The 
K91  Mark  II 
ribbed  front  tire. 

You'll  get  the  maximum  benefit 
out  of  the  K91  Mark  11  rear  tire 
when  your  bike  is  fitted  vAth  a  K91 
AAark  11  ribbed  front  tire.  The 
semi-ribbed  design  and  non- 
interrupted  center  groove 
combine  to  give  overall  straight- 
ahead  steering,  stopping  and 


Nore  circles  ride  on  Dunlop  ths 


Teria 


K91  MARK  II 
REAR  TIRE. 

The  K91  Mark  II  rear 
tire  is  the  only  belted 
touring  tire.  This  pa 
off  in  mileage,  load 
carrying  capacity 
traction  and  braking. 
Belts  and  wide  footprint 
design  mean  long 
mileage,  reduced  tread 
squirm  and  a  more 
stable  contact  patch 

area.  Aqua  jets,  

buffered  center  groove 
and  grip  cells 


cornering  in  wet  or  dry 
conditions.  And  both  front  and 
-ear  K91  Mark  II's  fit  tubeless  or 
ube-type  wheels. 

So,  for  the  ride  of  your  life,  look 
or  the  red  arrows  of  the  Dunlop 
^91  Mark  II  front  and  rear  tire 
jackage.  With  more  features  as 


an  integral  part  of  the  design, 
they're  made  for  each  other . . . 
and  for  the  high-performance 
super-bikes  of  today 


P.O.  Box  1109 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14240 
716-879-8200 


disperse  \^Qter  for  wet  grip. 

K91  MARK  II 
FRONT  TIRE 

The  K91  Mark  II  ribbed 
front  tire  is  the  ideal 
mnning  mate  for  the 
K9I  Marian  rear  tire. 
With  a  complementary 
tread  design  for  steering 
stopping  and  cornering. 

Semi-Ribbed 
design 

Buffered  

center  groove 

Aquajets 


qr  Other  tire  in  the  worML 


We  are  speaking  of  two  models  here. 
Because  they  are  different,  we  should  men- 
tion what  one  will  do  and  the  other  is 
forbidden  to  do,  that  is,  play  in  the  traffic. 

We  were  initially  surprised  by  the 
XL  1 85.  We  knew  about  big  four-strokes 
and  were  happy  to  report  that  the  Honda 
500  is  no  more  difficult  to  start  than,  say,  a 
185. 

Flop  that.  Turns  out  the  185  is  no  easier 
to  start  from  cold  than  a  500.  It  isn't  the 
effort,  as  in  how  hard  it  is  to  kick  down. 
The  compression  limiter  takes  care  of  that. 
Instead,  the  185  is  touchy  in  regard  to  how 
much  choke  is  needed.  Most  cool  morn- 
ings it  took  a  few  minutes  of  jumping  on 
the  lever  and  fiddling  the  knob  before  the 
185  would  keep  running.  Doesn't  leap  out 
of  bed  with  a  smile,  in  short.  Yeah,  it  may 
be  the  feds  and  their  rules,  but  other 
Singles  meeting  the  same  rules  aren't  this 
picky. 

Also  on  the  debit  side  of  the  ledger,  the 
shifters  on  both  XL  and  XR  were  trouble- 
some. They'd  balk  in  neutral,  and  next 
thing  you  know  a  brush  of  the  toe  would 
flip  the  gearbox  from  1st  or  2nd  into 
neutral.  Just  what  you  need  on  a  tricky 


rock  section.  The  test  bikes  were  earlv 
production  models,  so  early  that  the  fac- 
tory kept  calling  with  changes  in  specifica- 
tions w  hile  this  was  beini:  w  rilten.  and  one 


Stressed-engine  frame  and  shaped  skid 
plate  give  good  ground  clearance  and  low 
tank/seat  height,  despite  valve  gear. 


hopes  the  problem  will  be  fi.xed  .ASAP. 

The  odometers  don't  have  instant 
wind.  The  XL's  turn  signals  are  tucked  < 
of  harm's  way  and  out  of  sight,  w  hile  | 
warning  light  isn't  bright  in  the  daytimej 
our  less  organized  riders  found  they  | 
the  lights  on  more  than  usual.  | 

End  of  debit  side  of  ledger. 

Our  mileage  loop  tends  to  favor  In 
engines,  as  the  rules  call  for  maintain 
posted  speeds  or  keeping  up  w  ith  tra, 
whichever  seems  safer.  For  the  CBX 
KZI300,  such  speeds  are  the  eqiiivaler 
silting  up  in  bed.  For  the  XL.  with  a, 
speed  of  65  or  so.  it's  flat  out  all  the  y 
wound  to  the  max  in  all  gears  .  .  .  U 
result  of  75  mpg.  Wow.  i 

The  XL's  brakes  lack  the  sheer  pow^ 
dual  front  discs,  no  big  deal  as  the  brj 
equal  the  performance.  Prudence,  as  \ 
any  small  bike,  is  all  it  takes.  Once 
Honda's  tires  work  well  on  pavement,  j 
as  much  grip  as  needed.  Vibration  is  I 
noticed  through  the  pegs,  the  seat  is  i 
for  at  least  an  hour  at  a  time.  1 

The  seat-bars-pegs  relationship  is  I 
One  size  fits  all.  as  they  say.  Kids  on 
rode  the  XL  ofl-road  and  had  no  troi 
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and  XL  have  long  gas-charged  shocks 
id  severely  forward.  Look  closely  be- 
en swing  arm  and  chain  and  you'll  see 
diagram  for  chain  adjustment. 


wentional  21-in  front  wheel  gives  better 
irance  and  equal  travel  for  the  same 
sring  head  height.  Honda's  trials  and 
bby  tire  tread  designs  are  fitted  to  the 
ropriate  185.  Both  work  well. 


ding  axle  forks  use  tapered  shoulder  on 
1  sides.  Brake  lever  looks  exposed,  but 
't  suffer  damage  during  test.  Sturdy  re- 
spring  protects  against  mud  clogging 

works. 


Our  tallest  man,  6-ft.  plus,  reported  a 
complete  lack  of  cramping. 

The  XL  is  practical  transportation,  in 
sum. 

There's  value  beyond  that.  Sometimes 
we  get  specialized  and  although  the  useful- 
ness comes  through,  we  forget  that  a  small 
bike  has  virtues  all  its  own.  If  the  CBX  is 
rewarding  because  of  all  that  performance, 
never  mind  if  you  can  use  it.  the  XL  is 
rewarding  because  you  can  use  it  all.  never 
mind  how  much  there  is.  How  often  do 
most  of  us  get  to  run  a  motorcycle  fiat  out. 
all  the  time,  right  to  the  stops?  How  many 
times  do  we  u-se  the  performance  we've 
paid  so  dearly  for?  You'll  use  it  all  w  ith  the 
XL.  .so  if  an  occasional  Corvette  dusts  you 
at  a  light,  the  next  500  he  meets  w  ill  even 
the  score.  Or  he'll  get  nailed  by  a  cop  w  ho 
won't  even  glance  up  as  you  rocket  past, 
flat  on  the  tank. 

f  or  the  XR.  we  get  dirty.  Comparing 
note  for  note,  the  XR  is  better  tuned  than 
the  XL.  After  a  week  or  so  of  learning  just 
how  much  of  what  to  use  when,  starts 
became  tirst  kick,  hot  or  cold.  The  XR's 
transmission  had  the  same  problems, 
though. 

The  uncharacteristic  characteristic  for 
the  XR  was  that  for  a  four-stroke,  it  was 
mighty  like  a  two-stroke.  The  high  com- 
pression comes  through  not  with  ping,  but 
with  tins  that  ring,  the  full-power  noise  you 
al.so  hear  from  the  high  c.r.  enduro  bikes 
from  Europe.  Didn't  seem  to  do  any  harm, 
though. 

The  exhaust  noise  isn't  low.  It's.  well,  de- 
toned.  There  is  no  bark  or  sharp  edge  to 
the  sound,  so  that  while  there  isn't  much 
back -pressure  and  thus  the  engine  is  work- 
ing efficiently,  there  isn't  enough  noise  to 
bother  people. 

The  flywheel  and  the  four-stroke's  natu- 
ral willingness  to  keep  turning  over  under 
load  blend  for  a  tine  hillclimber.  Just  run 
right  up  any  slope  within  reason.  You  can 
back  off  for  a  rock  or  ledge  and  get  back  on 
the  power  without  having  fallen  off  the 
cam  or  pipe. 

The  intermediate  gears  seem  well  cho- 
sen. Hard  to  tell  about  that  low  1st.  which 
comes  into  play  mostly  in  tight,  as  in  trials, 
sections. 

The  XR  is  a  disappointing  trial  s  bike. 
Right,  it  isn't  supposed  to  be  one.  But  the 
four-stroke  does  have  that  strong  low  end 
with  traction-aiding  kick  every  two  turns, 
and  the  XR  is  short  and  steep,  for  quick 
steering. 

The  XR  also  has  too  much  throttle 
response.  Right,  too  much.  Instantly  you 
open  the  throttle  it  leaps  forward.  Instantly 
you  close  the  throttle,  it  stops.  The  XR  w  ill 
coast  through  tight  stufTwith  precision.  It 
will  climb  twisty  bits  under  power  with 
precision.  In  between,  uh-uh.  No  way  you 
can  control  the  throttle  closely  enough,  so 
all  we  could  tell  about  the  lower  gears  was 
that  with  the  revs  up,  the  XR  will  pull  in 
either  of  the  lower  three. 

What  the  XR  does  best  is  cover  trails 
fast.  The  quick  throttle  works  against  it  in 


Tool  bag  strap  for  tool  roll  is  rubber  and 
nearly  impossible  to  fasten. 


slow  going  and  with  18  bhp  you're  not 
gonna  make  time  on  graded  roads  anyway, 
except  of  course  in  class  with  the  175s. 

As  a  mini-compari.son,  the  XR  has  u 
shorter  wheelbase  than  the  IT  or  PE.  and 
the  XR  also  has  the  steepest  steering  rake 
and  carries  a  smaller  percentage  of  its 
weight  on  the  front  wheel. 

In  consequence,  the  XR  steers  the 
quickest,  with  the  IT  slowest  and  the  PE  in 
the  middle. 

Whether  quickest  is  best  depends  on 
riding  style,  as  those  of  us  who  prefer  a 
stable  bike  found  the  XR  a  touch  nervous. 
Those  who  complained  about  the  IT's  slow 
steering  found  the  XR  much  better.  The 
XR  works  best  when  ridden  with  body 
English:  up  on  the  tank  for  the  turns,  back 
on  the  fender  in  sand,  lightning  correction 
with  the  bars  on  switchbacks  and  the  XR 
keeps  pace  svith  anything  you'll  meet. 

Wheel  travel  falls  within  class  expecta- 
tions, although  because  the  XR  has  more 
travel  in  front  than  in  back  and  more 
weight  in  back,  compared  with  the  IT  and 
PE  again,  when  jumps  and  such  are  over- 
done, the  XR  tends  to  bottom  the  rear 
wheel  more  often  than  the  front.  Fine.  It's 
the  front  wheel  landings  that  hurt. 

Spring  rates  worked  out  about  right  for 
the  XR's  speed.  The  fastest  man.  also  the 
heaviest  at  185  lb.,  could  have  used  more 
stiffness  but  found  no  bad  manners  when 
he  didn't  have  it.  The  lightest.  140  lb., 
managed  to  hit  the  stops  only  once,  at  the 
end  of  a  series  of  40-ft.  w  hoops.  For  racing, 
stiHer  springs  will  be  handy.  For  riding,  no 
need. 

Damping  is  a  shade  light  at  both  ends  on 
rebound.  The  forks  reveal  this  by  topping 
out  on  hills,  and  the  rear  wheel  sometimes 
returns  to  full  extension  quick  enough  to 
kick  the  back  into  the  air.  usually  going  up 
a  square  step  or  across  a  narrow  gulley. 

Good  part  here  is  that  this  light  damp- 
ing keeps  the  wheels  on  the  ground.  The 
XR's  rear  brake  is  as  good  as  a  full-floater, 
especially  on  downhills.  (The  four-stroke's 
engine  braking  adds  to  this,  of  course.) 

Excellent,  in  sum.  As  proof  of  that. 
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Team  Honda's  Jay  Tullius  is  winning  tiie 
200A  class  with  an  XR185  that's  stock 
except  for  suspension. 

As  o(V-road  companions  tiie  XR  and  XL 
are.  well.  ci>mpanionable.  The  XR  has  less 
weight,  knobhier  tires,  more  wheel  travel 
and  more  power.  It  will  (you  guessed?)  run 
otVand  hide  from  the  XL.  That's  the  price 
\ou  pav  for  the  license  plate,  after  all. 

And  the  XL's  softer  engine  tune  and 
power  that  can  be  dialed  in  rev  by  rev 
makes  the  .XL  more  fun  for  play  trialing. 

in  between  the  two.  the  ,\R  and  XL  are 
alike.  The  staff  guys  who  spent  most  of 
their  time  on  the  pair  are  both  cow  trailers 
and  they  rode  for  several  da\  s  trading  back 
and  forth,  with  no  complaints  about  who 
had  the  best  one  now  and  I  get  it  next. 

Honda's  tires,  once  again,  are  remark- 
able. Man\  of  the  test  sessions  were  spent 
in  mud.  iioth  treads  will  pack  with  wet 
clay,  the  trials  style  lirst,  and  both  will 
clean  out  quickly  on  hard  ground,  in  sand 


the  knobby  style  has  the  edge.  On  clean 
rock,  we'd  pick  the  trials.  Most  important, 
the  only  drop  suffered  by  the  XL  came 
w  hen  the  rider  looped  it  coming  up  a  mud 
bank.  Yes.  Too  much  traction. 

Amazing  how  different  the  185s  are 
from  the  XL25()  and  XR5U0  tested  to  date. 
■A  good  big  four-stroke  is  different  from  a 
good  small  four-stroke.  A  test  ride  should 
be  enough  for  any  rider  to  tell  w  hich  one 
he  prefers. 

Or  we  can  look  at  Honda's  selection  of 
features  in  a  racing  context. 

What  usuall\  happens  in  racing  is  that 
the  genius  designer  spends  all  year  equip- 
ping the  new  machine  w  iih  e\er>'  improve- 
ment he  can  dream  up. 

Then  early  in  the  season  the  diagnosti- 
cian rider  tells  the  designer  w  hich  30  per- 
cent improvement  isn't  needed.  W  hen  he's 
right,  the  team  wins. 

Honda  has  two  w  inners  here. 


Nice  big  numbers,  nice  big  rewind  knob,  bi 
no  instant  re-set. 


Frame  junction  at  steering  head  is  made  of  stamped  steel  on  botti  Airbox  on  the  Honda  XL  1 85  is  adequately  sealed,  takes  in  air  from  \ 
the  Honda  XL  and  XR185.  under  the  seat,  and  is  easy  to  clean. 


HONDA  XRWS 


PECIFICATIONS 

St  price   $1248 

)rk  travel   7.9  in. 

)rk  stanchion 

tube  diameter  31mm 
Bar  wheel  travel  6.5  in. 

re,  front  2.75  x  21, 

Bridgestone-Honda  knobby 
re,  rear  4  10  x  18, 

Bridgestone-Honda  knobby 
igine  sohc  Single 

are  x  stroke  63  x  57.8mm 
ston  displacement  180cc 
ompression  ratio  10:1 
laimed  povkfer  18bhp 
@  9000  rpm 
laimed  torque  na 
arburetion  26mm  Keihin 
inition  GDI 
jbricatlon  system  wet  sump 
rimary  drive        =425  chain 

ear  ratios,  overall:  1 
6th  10.12 

5th   11.90 

4th   14.57 

3rd   18.69 

2nd   25.02 

1st   39.74 

il  capacity  4.8  pt. 

jel  capacity  1.8  gal. 

jel  tank  material  steel 
/ving  arm  material  steel 
:arter  primary  kick 

r  filtration  oiled  foam 

ame  material  steel 


IMENSIONS 

heelbase  

iaX  height 
;at  width 


51.9  in. 
33.5  in. 
8.5  in. 


Seat  length  21.5  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center   13.5  in. 

Handlebar  width  33  in. 

Footpeg  height  13  in. 

Footpeg  to  seat  top  21.3  in. 

Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center   5.5  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.2  in. 

Swing  arm  length  19  in. 

Swing  arm  pivot 

to  drive  sprocket 

center  3.2  in. 


Gas  tank  tiller 

hole  size  2.3  in. 

Ground  clearance  11.3  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  28.5° 

Trail  4.8  in. 
Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel  234  lb. 
Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  44/56 

FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable 

with  air?    no 

Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable?  no 


Rear  shocks 

rebuildable?  no 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?  yes 
Does  owners  manual 

show  how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?  na 
Does  pipe  burn 

rider?   no 

Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable?  yes 
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HONDA  XLWS 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $1065 

Engine   sohc  Single 

Bore  X  stroke. ..  .63  x  57.8mm 

Displacement  1 80cc 

Compression  ratio  9.2:1 

Carburetion  24mm 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

Ignition  GDI 

Claimed  power  ..  .15.3  bhp 
@  8000  rpm 

Lubrication 
system   wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  2.4  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  1.8  gal. 

Recommended 
fuel  low-lead 

Starter  primary  kick 

Alternator   6v/108w 

Headlight  36/35w 

Clutch  multi-disc  wet 

Primary  drive   chain 

Final  drive  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th  9.25 

4th  11.90 

3rd  15.14 

2nd   20.49 

1st  32.95 

Suspension 

front  telescopic  fork 

travel  7.9  in. 

Suspension 

rear   swing  arm 

travel  6.5  in. 

Tire,  front  2.75  x  21  in. 

Trail  Wing  Bridgestone 

Tire,  rear  4.10  x  18  in. 

Trail  Wing  Bridgestone 

Brake,  front  drum 

Brake,  rear  drum 

Total  brake  swept 
area   26.8  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 
rider)  15.8  Ib./sq.in. 

Wheelbase  51.6  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  27.8° 

Trail   4.8  in. 

Handlebar  width  32  in. 

Seat  height   32.5  in. 

Seat  width  7  in. 

Footpeg  height  12.5  in. 

Ground  clearance  ...11  in. 

Test  weight  (w/ half- 
tank  fuel)  249.5  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 
percent  43.6/56.4 

Gross  vehicle  weight 
rating  470  lb. 

Load  capacity  220.5  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  7611  rpn 

Power/weight  ratio  (160-lt 

rider)   26.76  lb./bh| 

Fuel 

consumption  75  mpj 

Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated  .27. 

60  mph  indicated  ...56.i 
Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   38  f1 

from  60  mph   165  fi 

Standing  start 

%-mile  17.81  sec 

@  64.00  mpl 

Speed 
after  Vi  mile  69  mpl 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   20  mpl 

2nd  32  mp 

3rd  43  mp 

4th   55  mp 

5th   71  mpl 

Acceleration 

0-30  3.21  sei 

0-40  5.32  set 

0-50  8.40  se 

0-60  14.89  se 
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36' 


24' 


12" 
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BEYOND  TELEDRAULICS 


When  (and  If)  Telescopic  Forks  Reach  the  End  of  Their,  er,  Travel,  What 
Comes  Next?  The  Solutions  May  Be  Waiting  For  the  Problem. 


■1  hese  days,  a  difTerent  front  end  can 
I  be  defined  as  anylhing  thai  departs 
substantially  from  the  tried-and- 
telescopic  fork  formula.  Ultra-long 
el  numbers  still  raise  eyebrows,  but  the 
cess  of  producing  ever-longer  telescop- 
units  has  reached  a  point  of  tarnished 
ness.  if  not  diminishing  returns, 
lore  and  more  we're  seeing  alternative 
lues  explored  in  both  on-road  and  oH- 
J  applications,  such  as  renewed  interest 
nk-type  forks.  Iloating  front  brakes, 
ig  arms  w  ith  center-hub  steering,  even 
:ms  of  parallel  links  reminiscent  of  the 
\  Lotus  formula  cars.  I  hc  experimcnl- 
ire  seeking  better  ways  lo  perform  the 
basic  functions  of  a  motorcycle  front 
location/pointing  and  suspension/ 
pliance.  Better  generallv  translates 
precise  control  combined  with  sta- 


ture by  Leo  Bestgen  Photo  by  Brian  Blades 


by  Lane  Campbell 


OK.  let's  define  those  complex-joined 
terms.  Location/pointing  is  the  steering 
function.  It  involves  pointing  the  front 
w  heel  in  the  desired  direction  and  keeping 
it  precisely  oriented,  lest  the  tire  contact 
patch  begin  to  wander  at  odd  angles  to  the 
line  of  travel.  (See  earlier  articles  in  CW 
for  additional  treatment.)  Suspension/ 
compliance  is  a  catch-all  for  springing, 
damping,  and  travel  -all  of  w  hich  are 
intended  to  allow  the  front  w  heel  t<i  follow 
the  ground  contour  v\hile  waiting  for  the 
rest  of  the  motorcycle  to  catch  up. 

The  two  concepts  are  inter-related  in  a 
rather  negative  fashion.  Ultralong  travel 
tends  to  defeat  pointing  precision,  not  to 
mention  what  it  can  do  to  steering  geome- 


try. It's  no  secret  why.  Long  skinny  struc- 
tures are  more  flexible  than  short  squatty 
ones  and  a  fully-extended  LT  front  end  is 
pretty  long  and  skinny.  Also.  long-tra\el 
tubes  tend  to  exaggerate  the  slop  accumu- 
lated due  to  slidinc-(il  tolerances.  (This 
too.  was  detailed  in  an  earlier  report.)  At 
the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  absolute 
precision  demands  ab.solute  rigidity— i.e.. 
zero  travel.  Therefore,  any  front  suspen- 
sion/steering unit,  be  it  short-travel  or 
long,  on-road  or  off.  involves  an  engineer- 
ing trade-off. 

Before  embarking  on  the  exotica,  let's 
hear  it  for  of  tried-and-true.  Telescopic 
forks  combine  the  locating  and  suspension 
functions  in  one  relatively  simple  tube- 
and-slider  mechanism.  In  practice,  this  has 
turned  out  to  be  both  cost-efVecti\e  and 
weight-efficient,  it's  not  the  ultimate,  but  it 
works.  > 
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When  it  comes  to  all- 
around  perioimance, 
nobody  out-perionns  Suzuki 

Case  in  point:  The  GS-550 
and  550E. 

Powerful  Middleweights. 
Both  models  are  powered  by 
Suzuki's  proven  4-stroke 
DOHC  engine.  Roller  bearing 
crankshaft  provides  high- 
RPM  pertormonce  through 
all  six  gears. 

Ground  GUders.  Sharp 
comers  and  ragged  roads 
are  easy  challenges  for  these 
mid-rangers.  Thanks  to  a  p>er- 
fect  blend  of  such  things  as 
balanced  design,  light  but 
rigid  chassis,  and  excep- 
tional action  from  front  forks 
and  rear  shocks. 

High  Standards.  Among 
other  things,  the  GS-550 
comes  with  such  nifty  items 
as  electric  starting,  digital 
gear  indicator  and  a  new 
electrical  outlet  for  accesso- 
ries. While  the  GS-550E  is 
outfitted  with  such  fancy  stuff 
as  sporty  mag-type  wheels, 
custom  dual  saddle  and  racy 
black  paint  job.  Either  way, 
you  get  a  lot  of  bike  for  sur- 
prisingly little  money. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-550  and  550E  are  among 
the  world's  great  performers. 


SUZUKI 

The  drawbacks  are  all  too  easy  to  cata- 
log. First,  the  tubes  themselves  are  flexible. 
Second,  they  have  an  unavoidable  amount 
of  slop  built  in  to  provide  sliding  clear- 
ance: wear  gradually  exaggerates  this. 
Third,  they  tend  to  bind  under  heavy  brak- 
ing loads.  Fourth,  they  possess  significant 
unsprung  weight:  the  sliders,  plus  most  of 
the  fork  fluid,  plus  a  percentage  of  the 
spring  weight,  plus  the  damping  rods. 
Fifth,  the  sliders  have  a  slight  tendency  to 
work  independently  of  each  other,  i.e..  one 
will  rise  or  fall  slightly  more  than  the  other, 
thus  cocking  the  wheel  from  side  to  side. 
(Fig.  I). 


This  last  problem  is  more  critical  than 
one  might  guess.  It's  called  lateral  stifl"ness 
(or  lack  thereof).  A  group  of  British  re- 
searchers. Messrs.  Roe,  Pickering  and 
Zinober.  did  an  SAE  paper  on  the  subject 
(No.  780307)  after  their  studies  showed 
lateral  stiff'ness  to  be  more  crucial  to  steer- 
ing stability  than  are  wheel  loading,  steer- 
ing system  inertia,  steering  geometry 
(normal  variation  of  rake  and  trail)  or  even 
traction  (wet  or  dry).  Table  I  shows  their 
findings,  in  terms  of  wobble. 

They  tested  their  theories  on  the  com- 
puter and  in  real  life.  They  found  that  any 
motorcycle  front  end  will  wobble  a  bit 
when  perturbed  slightly.  Nudge  the  steer- 
ing from  straight  up.  let  it  go.  and  the  bike 
will  begin  to  weave,  seeking  a  new  steady- 
state  path.  Most  front  ends  damp  out  this 
wobble  sooner  or  later.  This  is  true  so  long 
as  the  lateral  stiff'ness  is  high.  Even  a  bike 
with  zero  rake  and  a  heavily-loaded  front 
wheel  will  "damp  out"  eventually,  al- 
though it  may  seem  like  the  granddaddy  of 
all  tank-slappers  at  first. 

However,  what  if  you  let  lateral  stiffness 
go  to  pot  to  the  extent  that  the  contact 
patch  can  wander  from  side  to  side  with 
respect  to  the  steering  axis?  Then  the  os- 
cillations magnify,  sometimes  within  only 
three  or  four  cycles. 

Roe.  et  al.  went  further  in  testing  their 
ideas.  They  designed  and  built  a  special 
leading-link  road  fork.  The  thing  used  very 
large  diameter  downtubes.  chosen  for  high 
stiffness-to-weight  performance.  Standard 


shock-spring  units  nestled  inside  the  tubes, 
operating  on  hefty  I-beam  section  leading 
links.  The  links  pivoted  on  pre-loaded 
zero-slop  bearings  and  were  tied  together 
by  a  large-diameter  hollow  axle. 

They  tested  the  unit  on  heavily-laden 
touring  bikes  and  found  it  to  virtually 
eliminate  the  dreaded  top-hamper  wob- 
bles. They  fitted  it  to  a  race  bike,  and  here 
the  report  retreats  into  a  well-proven  Brit- 
ishism: "The  machine  was  lapping  quicker 
than  machines  of  much  higher  horse- 
power." Translation:  They  didn't  go  fast 
enough  to  win.  but  thev  sure  had  fun 
baiting  the  lOOOcc  Flexy  Flyers  in  mid- 
pack. 

OK.  by  a  roundabout  route,  we've  come 
to  consider  link-type  front  ends.  So  far. 
we've  established  that  a  link-type  front  end 
can  be  designed  and  built  with  extreme 
rigidity.  Further,  if  the  pivot  is  mounted  in 
rolling-element  bearings,  the  thing  should 
never  bind  up  under  braking  loads. 

Think  about  this  a  minute.  We  said  a 
teledraulic  fork  was  neat  because  it  com- 
bines springing  and  pointing  functions  in 
one  mechanism.  True.  However,  this  one 
mechanism  also  has  to  bear  suspension 
and  braking  loads  from  all  points  of  the 
compass.  This  is  not  so  neat.  The  "bear- 
ings" in  a  tele-fork  are  essentially  a  pair  of 
sliding  bushings  and  are  not  designed  to 
efficiently  cope  with  omni-directional 
loading.  You  gave  away  something  (bear- 
ing efficiency)  to  get  something  vou 
wanted  (weight,  simplicity,  cost  advan- 
tages). 

So.  a  link-type  fork  uses  separate  mech- 
anisms for  pointing  and  springing. 
Braking  loads  and  horizontal  road /shock 
loads  get  reacted  by  the  link  into  the  pivot. 
This  leaves  the  spring/damper  unit  free  of 
side  loads  that  could  cause  it  to  bind. 
(Assuming  that  the  spring/damper  is 
mounted  in  an  interference-free  manner, 
of  course.) 

Leading-link  forks  have  an  additional 
property,  in  that  they  can  be  set  up  to 
counteract  braking  no.sedive.  Note  1  said 


"can  be"  set  up.  Anti-dive  doesn't  cor 
automatically.  The  link  pivot  position  h 
to  be  deliberately  chosen.  There's  actua 
an  "envelope"  of  workable  geometrii 
because  the  ideal  geometry  varies  wi 
front/rear  braking  differential. 

A  .second  factor  is  how  braking  torque 
handled.  Does  it  react  into  the  leading  lii 
itself  from  a  rigidly-mounted  (non-floi 
ing)  brake  anchor?  Or  will  it  react  direci 
into  the  frame  via  a  full-floating  brake  ai 
a  torque  rod?  It  makes  a  difference. 

When  a  single  pivot  point  is  chosen,  it 
"neutral"  (neither  diving  nor  lifting)  und 
a  special  set  of  circumstances.  Case 
point:  Fig.  2.  This  free-body  diagram  ol 
motorcycle  shows  e.g.,  front-rear  conti 
patches,  and  a  few  key  dimensions  (whei 
base  and  e.g.  location).  Suppose  the  bra 
is  non-floating,  and  the  front  wheel  dc 
l(X)  percent  of  the  braking.  This  I  ront  e: 
will  be  neutral  in  braking  if  the  link  pi\ 
lies  on  line  "I",  but  will  dip  if  the  re 
brake  is  applied. 

Suppose  the  brake  is  full-floating,  ai 
the  torque  rod  is  parallel  to  the  fork  lir 
Then  the  "ideal"  link  will  be  parallel 
line  "1".  (Line  "f).  Suppose  front/re 
braking  is  split  50/50.  Then  the  "idei 
line-of-aclion  will  be  line  "2".  Increasi 
the  proportion  of  front  brake  will  actua 
cause  this  front  end  to  lift.  If  the  braki 
balance  is  exactly  proportional  to  fror 
rear  weight  distribution  (static),  the  critic 
line-of-action  will  go  right  through  the  c 

Enough,  already.  The  upshot  of  all  il 
is  that  there's  a  range  of  possibilities  I 
leading-link  geometry.  Within  this  ranj 
the  designer  makes  his  trade-offs  and  tat 
his  choice.  It's  just  as  well  that  there'; 
range  of  workable  link  locations,  for  th< 
whole  plot  is  constantly  changing.  T 
entire  frame  settles  on  its  springs  unt 
heavy  cornering  loads,  carrying  the  li 
pivot  with  it.  And  the  humps  and  bumps 
everyday  life  will  gyrate  it  all  over  the  m. 
In  other  words,  there  had  hener  be  a  rar 
of  usable  geometries! 

This  brings  us  to  a  related  point:  w 
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ipcns  to  steering  geometry  as  we  hump 
I  bump  along  over  rough  ground.  More 
the  point,  what  happens  in  the  long- 
tl  case?  In  Figs.  3.  a  and  b.  I've  chosen 
llustratc  by  holding  the  frame  fixed  and 
ing  the  ground  gyrate.  All  depends  on 
!r  point  of  reference.  Besides,  doesn't  It 
rn  seem  that  way  from  the  rider's  view- 
nt  (ground/sky/ground  .  .  .)? 
Chassis  "A"  is  a  typical  conventional 


design  with  lO-in.  fork  travel  and  8-in. 
effective  rear  axle  travel.  Static  rake  is  29° 
and  static  trail  is  5.5-in.  If  the  chassis  is 
rocked  to  its  limits  fore  and  aft.  rake  varies 
from  a  lou  of  23"  (forks  full\  cx)mpresscd. 
rearshock.s  fully  extended)  to  a  high  of  35° 
(everything  vice  versa).  Trail  varies  be- 
tween 3  in.  and  6.5  in.  These  days,  such 
changes  are  considered  garden  variety  rad- 
ical. Riders  allow  for  them,  even  use  some 


of  them  to  advantage,  compressing  the  fo- 
rks to  turn  quicker  on  a  bcrni.  for  example. 

Now  consider  a  leading-link  fork  with 
the  same  static  parameters.  Fully  ex- 
tended, it  drops  the  front  wheel  so  far  back 
frt)m  the  steering  axis  that  trail  becomes  a 
whopping  13  in.!  Luckily,  the  front  wheel 
is  lightly  loaded  at  such  times,  as  excessive 
trail  can  do  some  strange  things  to  corner- 
ing behavior. 
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So— if  super-long  travel  is  the  object,  it 
appears  that  Round  One  goes  to  oP  Tried 
'n'  True.  The  ieading-Hnk  fork  seems  more 
appropriate  to  uses  that  demand  high  lat- 
eral rigidity.  This  suggests  touring,  road 
racing,  and  of  course,  any  kind  of  sidehack 
outfit.  In  fact,  it  is  in  the  latter  use  that 
leading-links  have  staged  their  strongest 
comeback  on-road  and  off-road.  Hacks  are 
a  trip  all  to  themselves.  We'll  acknowledge 
that  they  place  tremendous  sideloads  on 
their  front  suspension  and  leave  it  at  that. 

Back  in  the  solo  world,  the  need  for 
ultra-long  travel  tends  to  defeat  the  lead- 
ing-link fork,  as  we've  described  it  so  far. 
To  gain  the  necessary  travel,  the  link  would 
have  to  be  quite  long,  so  as  to  minimize  the 
geometry  changes  shown  earlier.  That 
would  put  the  pivot  right  back  against  the 
frame  on  long,  bent  fork  tubes.  Hardly  the 
most  rigid  or  efficient  structure.  If  only  you 
didn't  have  to  sieer  with  it.  the  bloody  link 
could  actually  be  mounted  to  the  frame 
itself.  Hmmm  .  .  . 

Enter  the  center-hub  steering  mecha- 
nism. This  is  an  almost  diabolical  little 
gadget  that  places  the  steering  pivot  inside 
the  front  hub.  which,  on  the  surface,  makes 
a  lot  more  sense  than  hanging  it  on  a 
framework  high  over  the  front  wheel.  The 
trick,  of  course,  is  getting  it  in  there.  The 
space  is,  necessarily,  limited.  (See  Fig.  4). 


FIG.  4 

First  you  have  a  rigid  axle,  connected 
somehow  to  the  frame  and  suspension.  In 
the  center  of  that  axle  is  an  inclined  king- 
pin, upon  which  the  hub  pivots  to  steer. 
The  hub  itself  carries  the  spinning  front 
wheel  on  bearings  that  are  an  "outer  cir- 
cle" to  the  rigid  axle.  Their  ID  must  be  big 
enough  so  as  not  to  foul  the  rigid  axle  as 
the  unit  is  steered,  lock-to-lock.  Their  OD 
must  not  be  so  large  that  linear  speed  of 
the  outer  race  becomes  prohibitively  high. 
The  whole  arrangement  is  a  classic  ship- 
in-the-bottle  puzzle.  A  definite  squeeze. 

So  what's  it  good  for?  First,  it  eliminates 
all  that  framework  normally  required  to 
rigidly  support  a  high-.set  steering  head. 
Early  on.  this  advantage  was  seized  by 
builders  of  Bonneville  'liners  as  a  means  of 
reducing  frontal  area. 


Eliminate  the  steering  head  and  you  no 
longer  need  a  whole  lot  of  frame  above  or 
ahead  of  the  engine  other  than  as  a  place 
to  hang  the  handlebars.  (See  Fig.  5).  The 
conventional  steering  head,  way  up  there 
high  and  in  front,  has  always  been  a  source 
of  problems  to  the  designer  It  all  goes 
back  to  frame  rigidity,  in  terms  of  locating 
the  front  and  rear  wheels  in  .some  sort  of 
predictable  relationship. 


What  we're  aiming  at  in  this  case  is  to 
prevent  the  wheels  from  being  twisted  "out 
of  plane"  with  each  other,  as  was  explained 
in  an  earlier  CW  article  on  frames.  In 
conventional  frames,  this  means  creating  a 
rigid  connection  between  swing  arm  pivot 
and  steering  head,  as  these  are  the  critical 
"wheel  locators"  for  the  chassis  as  a  whole. 

With  center-hub  steering,  there's  a  dif- 
ferent system  of  wheel  location.  The  hub 
pivots  in  one  plane  only,  located  by  the 
kingpin  and  controlled  by  a  drag  link  that's 
rather  car-like  in  form  and  function.  The 
kingpin  is  positively  located  by  the  rigid 
axle,  which  is  in  turn  rigidly  clamped  to— 
-say-a  swing  arm.  Now,  instead  of  a  .swing 
arm  pivot  and  a  steering  head  separated  by 
over  30  in.,  you've  got  a  pair  of  sw  ing  arm 
pivots  separated  by  around  18  in.  What 


we've  gained  is  a  simpler,  shorter,  mo 
direct  load  path  connecting  front  and  re; 
wheels. 

The  conventional  frame  somehow  ma 
aged  to  bend  the  load  paths  around  ar 
over  the  engine.  With  center-hub  steerin 
the  engine  itself  can  become  part  of 
single,  short  stubby,  and  very  rigid  torqi 
box.  As  stubby  spring-shock  units  evolve 
fit  this  new  configuration,  soon  the  on 
frame  structure  above  the  crankshaft  ce 
terline  would  be  that  required  to  suppc 
the  rider.  You  get  ultra-high  rigidity  at 
ultra-low  e.g.  in  one  bargain  package- 
road  racer's  dream. 

Again,  the  trick  stuff  comes  with  a  pric 
in  terms  of  design  trade-offs.  First,  steerii 
lock  is  necessarily  limited.  Center-h| 
steering  is  decidedly  not  the  hot  set-up  f 
trials. 

Second,  the  complex  hub  mechanism 
of  necessity,  heavier  than  a  simple  conve 
tional  hub.  And  it's  all  unsprung  weig 
This  limits  its  off-road  potential.  So.  aga 
we're  looking  at  applications  in  which  t 
object  is  high  rigidity  and  ultra-precisi< 
coupled  with  reduced  frontal  area  a 
lowered  e.g. 

Another  quirk  to  center-hub  could  b 
blessing  or  a  curse,  depending  on  the  si 
of  the  designer  and/or  the  adaptability 
the  rider.  Recall  that  whenever  a  conv 
tional  chassis  is  "sacked  down"  in  frc 
this  rotates  the  steering  head  downwe 
simultaneously  decreasing  rake  and  tr 
But  look  what  happens  to  center-hub 
ometry  in  the  same  situation.  The  steer 
pivot  is  now  swing  arm  mounted,  rat 
than  frame  mounted:  so  as  the  front  ; 
pension  is  compressed,  the  rake  and  I 
will  increase,  instead  of  decrease!  (Figs 
&  6b). 

Now  this  could  lend  some  strange  ti 
sienl  responses  to  a  chassis,  unless  desij 
and  rider  are  both  aware  of  the  effect.  II 
front  end  sacks  down  under  braking, 
vehicle  will  become  slower-steering  wl 
a  conventional  chassis  would  tend  to 
quicker.  What  if  the  front  swing  arm 
such  radical  anti-dive  that  the  front 
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FIG.  6- 


s?  Now  you  have  the  steering  becoming 
icker.  more  tw  itchy.  at  the  same  time  the 
ole  front  end  is  rising  higher  off  the 
und.  Could  get  nasty,  couldn't  it? 
-or  every  problem,  there's  a  solution,  of 
ts.  Suppose,  instead  of  a  swing  arm.  we 
•  a  pair  of  parallel  links  to  carry  the 
iter-hub  mechanism.  Now  the  geometry 
uch  that  the  steering  axis  is  once  more 
1  to  the  frame.  When  the  frame  pitches 
An.  so  will  the  kingpin  pitch  in  the  same 
ection.  (Fig.  6c).  With  this  set-up.  we're 
least  back  to  normal,  in  terms  of  tran- 
nt  response  due  to  steering  geometry. 
4ow  would  you  like  a  kingpin  whose 
active  rake  remained  constant?  Center- 
b  can  be  made  to  deliver  that.  too. 
tead  of  parallel  links,  let's  try  a  care- 
ly-chosen  set  of  non-parallel,  unequal- 
gth  links  to  tie  the  hub  to  the  frame, 
oose  the  right  link  geometry  and  the 
gpin  will  hold  a  constant  effective  rake/ 


trail  as  the  frame  gyrates  within  the  normal 
limits  of  suspension  travel.  (Fig.  6d). 

To  those  of  you  who  used  to  hang 
around  cars,  the  whole  lashup  should  be- 
gin to  sound  like  one  corner  of  an  early- 
Sixties  Formula  car.  Don't  be  surprised: 
the  technology  was  bound  to  be  extended 
to  motorcycles  sooner  or  later.  Nor  is  it  a 
new.  untried  idea.  A  California  moto-mag. 
as  early  as  1970.  brainstormed  a  center- 
hub  design  that  linked  up  to  a  bathtub- 
style  monocoque  frame  reminiscent  of 
contemporary  race-cars.  Last  season,  the 
Italians  raced  a  center-hub  that  used  non- 
parallel  link  front  suspension. 

Someday,  someone  is  bound  to  build  a 
chassis  that  combines  a  stressed  engine 
monocoque  stub-frame,  a  double-link 
(foo-bar)  rear  suspension  with  anti-squat, 
a  double-link  front  suspension  with  anti- 
dive,  center-hub  steering,  air-hydraulic 
suspension,  and  fully-floating  brakes.  I'm 


not  predicting  the  thing  will  work.  I'm  just 
reaffirming  human  nature.  Someone  will 
do  it.  just  to  see  if  it  can  be  done. 

The  payoff  lies  in  whatever  portion  of 
this  exotic  technology  we  eventually  see  as 
purchasable  "fallout"  on  production  ma- 
chinery. The  contemporary  revival  of  in- 
terest in  large  touring  packages  may 
ultimately  force  a  re-examination  of  stan- 
dard fork  designs  for  large  road  bikes.  The 
combination  of  large  displacement,  boun- 
tiful horsepower,  heavy  high-set  payloads 
and  fiexy  forks  is  a  problem  demanding  of 
a  solution. 

Strangely  enough,  from  across  the 
world,  among  the  exotica  bred  for  the 
European  race  circuits,  there  may  be  a  set 
of  .solutions  already  stalking  the  fringes  of 
practicality,  searching  for  a  problem. 
Maybe  by  and  by  they'll  get  together. 


Table  I 

Graphs  show  steering  oscillation  (wobble)  after  an  initial  nudge. 

Case  (a)  Case  (b)  Case  (c) 
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[The  bike  on  the  right  is  a  Yamaha 
Toad  racer.  The  one  and  only  five 
lime  Daytona  Winner — and 
probably  the  most  successful 
motorcycle  in  the  history  of  road 
Tracing. 

But  there's  one  thing  about 
fthis  bike  that's  even  more  unique 
Jthan  its  success. 

It's  for  sale. 

In  fact,  over  7,000  Yamaha 
I  road  racing  machines  have  been 
>  sold  to  the  public 

And  while  we  may  not  make 
;  any  money  selling  racing 
[  machinery,  we  think  it's  the 
i  best  decision  we  ever  made. 

Because  instead  of  a  few 
test  riders  on  a  track  out  be- 
hind the  factory,  we  have 
thousands  on  tracks  all  over 
the  world. 

Out  of  their  experience 
have  come  improvements  that 
have  changed  every  bike  we 
make.  And  made  some  of  them 
legends. 

A  good  case  in  point  is  the 
machine  on  the  left.  Our  one 


and  only  two-stroke  street  bike — 
the  Daytona  Special.  If  it  looks  a 
little  like  the  TZ  on  the  right, 
there's  a  reason. 

You  see,  Yamaha's  new 
.RD400F  Daytona  Special  is  a 
direct  development  of  our  famous 
road  racers.  And  not  surprisingly 
one  of  the  most  inaedible  motor- 
cycles in  the  world. 

First  of  all  it  is  quick.  In  fact, 
it  is  the  worid's  fastest  acceler- 
ating 400cc  street  machine. 
Period. 


The  power  comes  from 
engine  that  could  almost  be 


The  Daytona  Spe 


Tibed  as 
ItheTZ, 


a  TZ  for  the  street, 
our  Daytona  Special 


uses  the  seven  port  inlet  system 
we  developed  in  European  Grand 
Prix  racing.  But  the  Daytona 
Special  also  has  Reed  Valve 
Torque  Induction  for  bottom  end 
power — so  much  bottom  end 
power  that  it  will  actually  out- 
accelerate  the  TZ  up  to  any  legal 
road  speed. 

The  frame — a  double  loop 
cradle  -  is  basically  the  TZ250/ 
350  Mark  I,  with  slight 
modifications  for 
the  street,  and  for 
our  new  double 
cafe  seat. 


vV- 


The  Daytona  Champ 


By  now,  you've  probably 
guessed  what  the  handling  is 
like.  You're  right  Racer-quick 
and  precise,  you  can  adjust  it  for 
any  rider,  any  condition. 

Like  the  TZ  racers,  our 
Daytona  Special  also  has  a  6- 
speed  close  ratio  transmission, 
cast  aluminum  wheels,  and  big 
fat  disc  brakes  front  and  rear 

The  new  4.3  gallon  tank  is 
even  a  modified  racer  design. 

And  like  the  TZ,  the  Daytona 
Special  sports  Yamaha's  inter- 
national team  colors. 

When  you  ride  it,  we  think 
you'll  agree  that  this  choice  of 
colors  was  appropriate. 

Because  this  is  a  motorcycle 
that  demands  to  be  ridden.  And 
ridden  well. 

In  fact,  for  a  serious  rider, 
we  know  of  only  one  other 
machine  that  will  give  you  the 
rewards  this  bike  can. 
It's  on  the  right 

YAMAHA 

Whenyou  know  how  they're  built 


Kings:  1 7mg"tar: '1.0  mg  nicotine 
1 0O's:  1 8  mg'  'tar'.'l  .1  mg  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette,  RC  Report  May'TB 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health 
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;oy  Barry  Colem 


^  ecoming  the  world  ch;inipK)n  was 

K  an  episode  in  the  lile  of  Kenny 
^  Robcrls.  h  was  no  ambition  ol'his  to 
Jl  with  the  Europeans,  to  gird  himself 
ut  and  vanquish  their  champion  on 
-  turf.  He  isn't  a  romantic  man.  He 
1  because  Harieys  bite  better  on  dirt 
.  the  best-prepared  Yamahas  and  he 
'/wastinu  his  time  chasing  round  behind 
n.  But  notice  the  hidden  assumption.  It 
m't  Roberts  who  couldn't  beat  the 
lericans:  it  was  Yamaha  who  couldn't 
the  Harieys.  No  one  questioned  it. 
'jerls  felt  the  same  way  about  the  Huro- 
;ns.  There  wasn't  one  of  them  he  hadn't 
3|en.  He  felt,  as  a  fundamental  of  policy  , 
lihe  would  beat  them  again,  t  he  vari- 
would  be  provided  by  Europe  itself 
'lYamaha's  ability  to  build  a  500cc  road 

reed  as  ii  was.  there  was  nothing  hasty 
t  Rt)beris's  departure  for  Europe,  but 
I]  j  bear  all  the  marks  ol  a  bad  decision, 
for  Robert.s.  becau.sc  he  had  nothing 
se  in  Europe  and  nothing  to  win  in 
rica.  bul  for  Yamaha.  Japanese  mo- 
de manufacturers  tend  to  have  a 
ling,  blinding  faith  in  the  machinery 
build  to  win  world  championships, 
iha  probablv  thought  it  was  okay  to 
Roberts  to  Europe  because  they  be- 
1  in  their  new  YZR,  and  thought  that 


he  uould  be  able  lo  ride  it:  and  if  not.  (here 
was  always  Johnny  Cecotto.  It  was  a  bad 
decision,  and  how  bad  was  underlined  by 
the  fact  that  the  factory  made  only  one 
YZR  available  to  Roberts  through  Yamaha 
International.  Two  is  the  sensible  mini- 
mum, even  for  an  outfit  as  lean  as  that  of 
Roberts  and  Carruthers. 

Yamaha  has  been  racing  long  enough  to 
know  the  basics.  A  world  championship 
contender  needs  two  bikes  for  two  equally 
good  reasons.  First,  because  damage  in- 
flicted at  a  critical  moment  during  practice 
may  mean  sitting  out  a  race  and  throwing 
awav  a  championship;  second,  because 
invaluable  practice  sessions  are  frittered 
away  while  the  rider  waits  for  wheel 
changes,  suspension  settings,  carburetion 
adjustments,  and  all  the  other  exertions  of 
fine.s.se  that  gel  a  bike  acro.ss  the  line  first. 
But  Roberts  only  had  one  bike.  Perhaps 
the  factory  didn't  expect  it  lo  matter,  since 
they  .saw.  with  their  customary  mathemati- 
cal clarity,  what  the  odds  were.  At  any  rate, 
their  attitude  seemed  lo  suggest  that  they 
had  given  very  little  thought  lo  the  ques- 
tion of  what  ihey  were  asking  of  Kenny 
Roberts,  whether  it  was  reasonable,  or 
even  decent. 

.At  the  beginning  of  1978.  a  lot  of  people 
should  have  considered  Kenny  Roberts  a 
lol  more  carefully  than  apparently  they 


did.  No  one  seriously  doubted  his  abihty. 
though  many  did  doubt  its  u.sefulness  in 
Europe,  lirsi  time  out.  .And  it  is  undoubt- 
edly true  that  Roberts's  ability  alone 
would  not  have  won  him  the  world  cham- 
pionship. What  did  win  it  for  him  was 
character.  His.  that  of  his  opponents,  and 
that  of  European  road  racing. 

Ir  many  ways.  Kenny  Roberts  makes  a 
vcrv  poi>r  hero.  His  ability  is  close  to 
miraculous,  and  his  achievement  in  win- 
ning the  world  championship  made  him 
not  only  the  most  accomplished  motorcy- 
clist ever,  but  one  of  the  world's  truly 
outstanding  sportsmen.  But  people  have 
ridden  slower,  achieved  less,  and  seemed 
more  marvelous.  .Some  great  performers 
make  poor  heroes  because  they  have  minor 
personalities,  because  they  are  at  a  loss  to 
explain  themselves.  Kenny  Roberts,  on  the 
other  hand  has  a  big  league  personality 
and  he  never  ceases  to  describe  and  ex- 
plain, and  he  does  it  with  a  .sea.soned  Hair 
for  the  nicely-timed,  nicely-turned  ex- 
pression. Some  performers  are  poor  heroes 
because  they  are  cool,  obsessed,  aloof. 
That's  not  Roberts.  He's  warm,  easy,  com- 
municative. 

Roberts  is  a  poor  hero  because  heroism 
is  no  part  of  his  business.  He  de-mystifies 
riding  a  motorcycle  fast  in  order  to  ride  it 
faster.  He  avoids  festooning  himself  wiih> 


Kenny  Roberts  Is  Cool,  Analytical,  Confident,  Friendly, 
and  a  Mean  Bastard  ...  A  Reol  World  Chanr^pion 
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myth  and  sporting  fancy  because,  in  every 
sense,  he  needs  to  see  where  he's  going.  His 
business  is  very  concrete.  He  needs  to 
know  all  he  can  about  his  surroundings 
and  how  they  relate  to  him.  Whether,  for 
example,  he  is  faster,  his  bike  is  faster,  or 
his  tires  grip  better;  or  which  combination 
of  all  three.  His  business  is  very  concrete 
indeed.  Not  only  does  he  stand  to  it>.se  if 
his  judgment  starts  to  mist  up;  he  stands  to 
get  hurt.  For  all  these  reasons.  Kenny 
Roberts's  view  of  himself  is  sharp,  simple, 
clear.  The  realities  of  American  racing, 
gooii  advice,  timely  experience  and  his 
own  common  sense  made  him  that  way.  In 
Europe,  meanwhile,  things  had  taken  a 
different  turn. 

In  Europe,  when  Roberts  arrived,  per- 
sonality, rather  than  character,  and  rather 
even  than  ability,  dominated  road  racing. 
There  was  a  seedy  corruption,  a  kind  of 
overblown  pomposity  about  it  that  pro- 
duced both  illusions  and  fatal  weaknesses. 
Roberts  didn't  directly  concern  himself 
with  that.  He  just  rode  his  motorcycle.  He 
rode  it  faster,  rode  it  better,  and  knew  what 
he  was  doing.  Only  Pat  Hennen  was  able  to 
match  the  clarity  of  his  approach  and 
between  them  they  dominated  the  early 
part  of  the  season.  Ability  apart.  Roberts 
won  in  Europe  for  two  reasons.  First  be- 
cause his  character  was  far  belter  adapted 
to  his  work  than  that  of  his  opponents; 
second,  because  Europe  attemped  to  see 
him  in  its  own  terms,  fed  him  through  its 
personality  process  and  came  up  not 
merely  with  a  blank,  but  w  ith  a  distortion. 
Life  was  in  fact  easier  for  Roberts  because 
he  was  so  thoroughly  misunderstood. 

Europe  is  a  wonderful  place  for  making 
up  stories;  there's  a  rich  tradition.  I"or 
example,  a  few  years  ago.  a  British  journal- 
ist with  a  sense  of  humor  penned  a  good- 
natured  satire  and  illustrated  it  with  droll 
cartoons.  One  da\.  the  story  ran.  an  Aus- 
tralian sheep  farmer  was  out  in  the  bush 
when,  sitting  in  the  middle  of  nowhere,  he 
came  upon  a  small,  sandy-haired  child. 
Upon  inquiry,  it  turned  out  that  the  child 
had  come  from  space.  Furthermore,  he 
possessed  the  traditional  powers:  he  could 
do  anything.  This,  of  course,  gave  the 
farmer  much  food  for  thought.  What 
could  he  best  do  with  the  cosmic  prodigy? 
He  took  him  home  and  began  to  think  it 
over.  Finally,  after  deep  pondering,  he 
decided.  The  farmer  had  always  had  a 
feeling  that  motorcycle  racing  would  be  a 
lot  of  fun,  so  why  not  set  the  kid  at  that? 
Australia,  however,  was  hardly  the  place 
for  it.  So  oft"  they  went  to  where  the  action 
was:  to  California.  As  the  kid  grew,  he 
became  really,  really  good,  as  you'd  expect. 
He  won  a  lot  of  races.  And  he  had  a  nice 
name.  What  the  farmer  called  him  was 
Lenny  Robot. 

Last  year,  in  Amsterdam,  a  small,  blond- 
haired  boy  rode  a  bicycle  round  the  corner 
of  a  building,  and  standing  on  his  pedals  as 
he  straightened  up.  accelerated  down  a 
brief  concrete  strip.  He  went  for  a  left 
between  two  motorhomes,  missed  the  turn. 


cro.ssed  up  the  bicycle,  and  slammed  side- 
ways into  the  rear  of  the  second  vehicle. 
The  bicycle  fell  on  top  of  him.  Briefly,  he 
considered  his  position;  he  picked  up  the 
bicycle  and  rode  it  away. 

Kenny  Roberts  explains  himself  in  terms 
of  his  small,  tough  son.  "I  was  like  that."  he 
says.  "Just  like  that.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
was  a  mean  bastard.  Really  mean.  That's 
all  there  is  to  it." 

Europe  was  expecting  soinething  of  the 
.sort,  Britain  in  particular.  When  Kenny 
Roberts  first  appeared  there,  with  the 
Transatlantic  Trophy  match  race  team  in 
1974.  he  won  three  races,  came  second  in 
the  other  three,  and  set  new  lap  records  on 
all  three  circuits.  To  do  that,  you  have  to  be 
.some  kind  of  bastard.  At  the  time.  Roberts 
was  the  AMA  Number  One.  a  dirt  track 
racer.  It  became  known  that  he  had  ridden 
in  fewer  than  30  road  races,  and  that  made 
it  serious.  What  it  meant  was  that  certainly 
reputations,  and  probably  institutions, 
could  be  kicked  into  the  guardrail  by  .some 
little  sod  who  wasn't  even  a  proper  road 
racer.  The  British  were  impressed  by 
Kenny  Roberts  but  they  didn't  take  kindly 
to  what  he  implied.  And  right  away,  they 
began  to  make  up  stories. 

America  prepared  Roberts  for  Europe, 
just  as  it  prepared  him  for  two  AMA  titles, 
but  not,  as  the  Europeans  were  to  believe, 
because  in  some  peculiar  .American  way  it 
had  made  him  mean.  .All  sorts  of  people 
are  mean.  Asked.  Roberts  describes  him- 
self as  "normal."  and  he  says  he  always  has 
been. 


Life  was  in  fact  easier  for  Rob- 
erts because  he  was  so  thorough- 
ly misunderstood. 


As  a  kid  he  was  a  normal  cowboy,  he 
wore  a  cowboy  hat  and  sometimes  rode  his 
horse  to  school  though  mainly  he  rode  a 
normal  bicycle  like  everyone  else.  He  was 
small  though,  and  because  he  was  a  cow- 
boy, it  seemed  that  he  would  become  a 
jockey.  Evenings  and  weekends  he  helped 
a  farmer  train  Tennessee  walking  horses, 
schooldays  he  fought,  didn't  learn  much, 
slid  rulers  up  the  girls'  butts  and  did  all  the 
normal  kind  of  stufi".  He  says  he  was  a 
ruftian.  When  he  got  involved  with  motor- 
cycles, of  which  he  was  initially  afraid,  he 
used  them  to  conduct  water  skiing  sessions 
by  towing  the  victims  along  the  canal;  and 
then  he  began  racing  them,  two  years 
before  leaving  the  school  he  was  supposed 
to  have  been  going  to.  Just  the  normal 
stuff". 

Kenny  Roberts  had  a  hard  upbringing. 
Of  course  he  describes  it  as  normal,  and  so 
it  was  in  the  sense  that  he  understood  it 
perfectly  and  it  did  nothing  but  make  him 
tough  and  straightforward.  There  were 
.some  plain  ethics  and  plain  remedies  in 
the  Roberts  household.  Kenny,  for  exam- 
ple, fought  with  his  older  brother  and  his 
mother  grew  tired  of  it.  "She  would  send  us 


out  in  the  yard  with  straps  and  mabf 
fight,"  he  recalled,  as  well  he  might.  "" 
then,  when  we  had  finished,  she  wv 
strap  both  of  us."  You  don't  do  v 
Kenny  Roberts  does  without  basing  s<: 
forceful  influences  behind  you.  Whe: 
gets  out  on  the  track  with  a  view  to  rii 
faster  than  anyone  else  and  the  pace  ge, 
the  point  where  he  starts  to  slide  his  i 
through  the  fast  bends  and  begins  to  c 
on  what  he  calls  the  "aggressive"  line,  , 
every  inch  a  mean  bastard.  And  back  i :i 
motorhome.  he  is.  as  he  says,  ordini 
Sort  of. 

When  Kenny  appeared  in  1974, 
European  press  gave  very  little  tiioug!j 
the  critical  question  of  what  kind  of  ' 
he  was.  But,  in  Britain  in  particular.  . 
quickly  formed  an  impression  that  hd 
lot  to  do  with  convenient  American 
eotypes  and  nothing  to  do  with  the; 
American  traditions  of  w  hich  Roberts; 
a  part.  To  his  ultimate  advantage,  ho 
entirely  misunderstood.  The  questioo 
character  not  only  decided  the  500cc  \w 
championship  that  Kenny  Roberts  wo- 
1978;  to  some  extent  it  decided  it  in 
vance.  What  Roberts  had  been  in  1974^ 
what  he  had  become  in  1978  were  : 
velously  unrelated  to  what  most  B 
peans,  from  press  to  public  to  le:ii; 
competitors,  had  constructed  during  tJ 
long  winter  evenings.  Lenny  Robot  waK 
least  of  their  misapprehensions, 
could  probably  have  dealt  much  bd 
with  a  robot  than  with  what  actu 
turned  up  with  Farmer  Carruthers  ae 
start  of  the  season. 

The  impact  of  Roberts  on  Europe.; 
of  Europe  on  Roberts,  can  only  be  t 
against  the  background  of  what  was 
when  he  arrived.  It  wasn't  just  a  que^ 
of  the  quality  of  the  racing.  For  y 
mythology  of  all  kinds,  a  lot  of  unn 
thinking,  and  a  lot  of  unstraight  tat 
had  confu.sed  not  only  the  issues  biu 
participants.  An  uncritical  pre.ss  had  n 
it  worse.  There  was,  to  take  what  tuj 
out  to  be  a  supremely  relevant  e.xan 
the  question  of  Barry  Sheene  s  staii 
Sheene.  in  winning  two  consecutive  w 
championships,  had  consistently  assg 
that  his  factory  machines  were  little  » 
diff'erent  from  those  of  the  privateern 
had  made  a  lot  of  mediocre  starts  ove 
last  couple  of  years,  and  in  coming  stea 
through  the  field  in  race  after  race^ 
somehow  impressed  upon  Europe  ihri 
periority  of  his  skills  and  the  ordinan 
of  his  bikes  as  being  part  and  parcel  o 
same  thing. 

Roberts,  from  another  theater  of  rai 
was  not  like  the  Europeans.  But  wml 
him  apart  was  not  his  accent;  it  was  siiii 
and  decisively,  that  he  saw  them  ii 
more  clearly  than  they  saw  him  He  II 
for  example,  that  factories  do  not 
senior  riders  after  world  championshi  i 
ordinary  bikes;  and  he  knew  that 
going  for  world  championships  on 
nary  bikes,  should  they  start  badly.  i  r 
they  try  most  earnestly  to  avoid.  d{  (I 
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balanced  Performance7 
mrt  three. 

BMWredefines 
:he  touring  motorcycle. 


The  search  has  always  been  for 
the  "ultimate"  trip  and  the  "ultimate" 
machine  to  take  you  there. 

And  from  the  first,  discerning 
riders  have  bought  the  BMW  and  then 
added  a  variety  of  touring  accessories. 
All  in  quest  of  this  "ultimate." 

But  when  it  came  down  to 
creating  the  "ultinute"  long'distance 
runner,  our  engineers  have  always 
known  they  could  do  our  riders  one 
better.  Because  they  could  design 
every  facet  of  their  fectoryconceived 
tourer  to  complement  our  balanced 
performance  concept.  And  so  give  the 
touring  rider  our  finest  touring  quali' 
ties  -  comfort,  reliability,  simplicity, 

capacity— 
without  any 
sacrifice  in 
handling, 
power,  or 
styling. 

The  result  is  here  now.  The  BMW 
RlOORT.  The  most  exciting  touring 
machine  we  have  ever  offered,  and  the 
natural  extension  of  our  fine  line  of 
touring  machines.  A  motorcycle  that 
embodies  our  well'respected  balanced 
performance:  "a  unique  combination  of 
lightness,  low  weight  concentration, 
long'travel  susf)ension,  engineered  sim- 
plicity,  and  lowend  torque."  A  mO' 
torcycle  that  really  cuts  out  new  terri' 
tory  in  terms  of  how  civilized  a  touring 
machine  can  be. 

The  RlOORT  fairing  is  a  new 
frame'mounted  design  that  features  all 
the  aerodynamic  "slipperiness"  of  our 
RS  Integral  Cockpit  Fairing,  but  with 
much  greater  coverage  to  protect 
hands,  face,  and  body.  We've  even 
created  a  variable'position  windscreen, 
so  you  can  "tune"  the  fairing  to  pro' 
vide  optimum  comfort  and  efficiency 
relative  to  your  riding  position  and 
road  speeds. 

Of  course,  a  fiall  fairing  makes 
riding  more  comfortable  in  all  seasons. 


To  ensure  your  comfort  in  warm 
weather,  however;  the  RlOORT  has 
movable  air  vents  that  are  also  aimable. 
You  can  direct  the  cool  air  where  you 
want  it.  Add  to  that  new  long' 
distance  handlebars,  a  super'comfort' 
able  seat,  a  heel'toe  shiftei;  and  you're 
on  your  way. 

What  you  take  with  you  on  a 
tour  is  just  as  important  as  the  great 
tourer  that  takes  you  there.  So  the  RT 
has  two  lockable,  spacious  compart' 
ments  in  the  fairing.  And  comes 
equipped  standard  with  our  finest 
quick 'release  touring  luggage. 

Naturally,  we  develop  our  fiiU 
line  of  motorcycles  even  as  we  evolve  a 
new  model.  For  example,  all  1979 
BMWs  have  a  new  drive  shaft  torsion 
damper  for  smoother  power  transfer. 
An  automotive' type  distributor  pro' 
vides  ever' reliable  ignition.  New 
switches  give  the  latest  in  fingertip 
control. 

Of  course,  the  entire  line  of 
BMW  motorcycles  comes  with  our  in' 
comparable  long'travel  suspension, 
brilliant  quartZ'halogen  headlight,  12 

month  unlim' 
ited  mile^e 
warranty:  in 
short,  all  the 
features  that 
make  BMW 
the  most  respected  name  in  the  business. 

Visit  your  BMW  dealer  Take  a 
look  at  the  kind  of  touring  machine 
only  a  group  of  dedicated  factory  engi' 
neers  could  develop,  the  RlOORT.  In 
red  smoke  metallic.  See  the  sports 
RIOORS,  the  cafe  racer  RlOOS,  the 
exciting  full  line,  all  the  great  new  colors. 

And  remember;  everything 
that  makes  our  "balanced  performance" 
so  great  comes  on  every  machine  we 
sell.  So  no  matter  which  BMW  you 
buy,  you're  getting  everything  that 
has  made  the  name  famous. 
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catch  up.  He  also  knew  who  could,  and 
w  ho  cc-uld  not.  start  a  motorcycle.  In  short, 
he  knew,  (hough  he  said  nothing,  that 
Europe  was  suffering  from  bullshit.  When 
Sheene  had  to  race  against  Roberts,  he 
started  like  lightning. 

The  second  coming  of  Roberts  was 
worse,  from  the  public  relations  point  of 
view,  than  the  first.  The  European  press 
had  decided  in  the  first  place  what  kind  of 
man  he  vsas  and  the  flying  drubbings  he 
dished  out  annually  had  done  nothing  to 
change  their  mind:  he  was  a  cool,  secretive 
man  who  messed  things  up  for  deserving 
Europeans.  It  went  back  to  his  first  ap- 
pearance, when  Roberts  had  said  modest 
and  rea.sonable  things  about  his  riding  to 
which  the  murderous  efficiency  of  his  per- 
formances had  apparently  given  the  lie. 
Roberts  seemed  to  be  hiding  something,  if 
it  was  only  a  still  greater  excess  of  natural 
ability.  He  was  too  brash,  loo  confident, 
arrogant  maybe,  yes,  arrogant,  and  proba- 
bly (all  being  well)  he  was  a  flash  in  the 
pan.  In  1978.  it  was  much  the  same,  not 
only  because  of  what  they  saw  as  his 
personality  but  because  Europe  believes  a 
lot  of  sanctimonious  things  about  what 
you  have  to  do.  be.  and  say.  to  count 
yourself  among  the  greats  of  road  racing, 
and  Roberts  was  a  dirt  tracker. 

There  was  barely  suppressed  panic 
among  those  who  had  most  to  lose,  most 
clearly  expressed  by  Barry  Sheene. 
Sheene's  column  in  Motor  Cycle  .Vt'wj  was 
his  platform  and  he  began  to  explain 
Roberts  to  Europe  in  familiar  terms.  Well, 
said  Sheene.  Kenny  is  really  quite  a  good 
rider,  but  he  isn't  a  threat.  You  see,  Kenny's 
problem  is  that  he  doesn't  know  the  cir- 
cuits, he  doesn't  know  the  ropes  (the  holy 
mysteries)  of  the  grands  prix.  he  won't  like 
the  travel,  the  changes  of  food,  the  changes 
of  currency,  the  changes  of  language,  and 
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he  will  find  the  competition  much  hotter 
than  he  did  when  he  popped  over  for  the 
occasional  750  race.  Maybe  in  a  couple  of 
years,  when  he  has  served  his  apprentice- 
ship, he  will  be  more  of  a  problem.  But 
right  now,  the  pressure  is  all  on  him.  After 
all.  look  what  happened  to  Steve  Baker. 

More  generally,  there  was  a  mild  social 
apprehension  about  how  Roberts  would  fit 
into  the  cosmopolitan  but  relatively  cozy 
grand  prix  paddock  community,  Steve 
Baker  had  certainly  assimilated  nicely, 
pleasant  and  unobtrusive,  but  Roberts,  it 
had  occurred  to  some  people,  was  not  the 
same  .sort  of  man  as  Baker.  Broadly  speak- 
ing. Roberts  was  expected  to  be  aloof, 
isolated,  insanely  dedicated  and  as  hostile 
after  hours  as  he  would  no  doubt  be  on  the 
track. 

There  were  all  sorts  of  other  questions. 
Would  the  new  works  Yamahas  be  faster 
than  the  1977  models  that  had  sunk  Baker 
and  would  they  be  as  fast  as  the  new  Suzu- 
kis'? If  they  were,  would  Roberts  be  able  to 
ride  them  hard  enough?  Would  Cecotto 
ride  faster?  Would  Pat  Hennen  give 
Roberts  more  trouble  than  Sheene?  Was 
Roberts  crazy  to  ride  in  three  clas,ses?  Thev 
were  the  kind  of  questions  to  which  road 
racing  gives  short  and  simple  answers.  The 
season  began. 

The  first  few  races  were  relatively  reas- 
suring. Roberts  won  at  Daytona.  which 
was  all  right  because  Daytona  was  in 
America,  w  asn't  even  part  of  the  world  750 
series  and  he  was  supposed  to  have  won  it 
years  ago.  Even  Venezuela  wasn't  too  bad. 
It  was  a  grand  prix.  but  it  wasn't  in  Europe 
and  it  was  a  strange,  indeed  a  stupid  place 
to  hold  such  a  race.  True,  Roberts  won  the 
250  race  and  held  world  championship 
points  and  true  his  500  fried  after  a  couple 
of  laps  but  Sheene  won  the  big  race  and 
everything  was  in  order.  The  match  races 


came  and  went,  and  Imola.  and  H 
Ricard.  and  they  too  were  fairly  comft 
ing.  Pal  Hennen  and  Johnny  Cecotto  I 
Roberts  in  line.  See?  You  can't  just  co: 
over  to  Europe  and  start  throwing  y 
weight  about.  Maybe  it  wouldn't  be  so  i 
after  all. 

The  fatal  misapprehension  of  Kea 
Roberts  was  fully  blown  at  the  match  r;«; 
Pat  Hennen  scored  more  points  and  tHi 
was  considerable  excitement  over  Robof 
evident  vulnerability.  The  strain,  ii  seenn 
as  predicted  by  Sheene.  was  telling.  Inte 
in  what  Roberts  had  to  say  wa^  chae 
teristically  minimal.  He  would,  no  doc 
have  been  misunderstood  in  any  case., 
what  he  .said  pointed  all  too  clearly  to  w 
he  was  about  to  do.  "Could  \ou  H 
beaten  Pat?"  he  was  asked  after  the  seca 
race  at  Mallory.  "No."  he  replied. 

"Why  not?"' 

"Because  he  was  going  too  fast." 

Kenny  Roberts  walks  across  the  p 
dock  with  his  arms  hitched  up  a  little  aii 
armpits  and  swinging  mildly  in  time  to 
walk  as  if  his  leathers  were  a  touch  f 
tight.  He's  always  walked  like  that, 
since  he  was  a  cowboy.  It's  true,  it  looc 
little  like  a  gunfighter's  walk,  but  fat 
more  cheerful.  People  have  various  wavi 
approaching  their  motorcycles.  Somn 
the  Italians  slope  moodily  over;  Sheenoi 
an  intense,  slightly  hurried  affair.  Robe 
like  Agostini  (though  much  les.s  bes^ 
fully),  lends  to  his  arrival  a  sense  of  oo 
sion:  he  li>oks  as  if  he's  going  to  win.., 
the  spectator,  it's  good  value.  If.  onr 
other  hand,  vou  have  something  RoH 
wants,  like  the  world  championshiji 
can't  be  very  reassuring  to  walk  beh 
him  as  he  makes  his  way  to  the  grid.  Wo'' 
maybe,  becau.se  he  smiles  amiably  alii 
way  to  his  bike. 

When  Kenny  arrives  for  one  of'l 
social  functions  spawned  by  racingi 
usually  wears  the  uniform  provided  b;^t 
sponsor.  His  hair  is  tidy,  he  looks  neat..: 
he  stands  politely  about  waiting  lo  fall  I 
conversation  with  someone.  He  hasi 
amused,  slightly  unreliable  look  in  his  ; 
eyes  (as  if  only  he  is  aware  thai  the  n 
speaker's  suspenders  are  sawn  H 
through  but  everyone  will  know  it  whei; 
pants  fall  down)  until  he  begins  to  i 
about  racing.  Kenny  Roberts  can  get  p  c 
loud.  His  voice,  in  any  case,  like  his2 
pearance.  has  a  firm,  if  not  sharp  edge„: 
when  the  time  comes  to  raise  it,  he  raisg 
But  when  he  begins  to  talk  aboull 
racing,  his  work,  his  voice  softens,  anm 
eyes  harden,  just  a  shade.  He  will  conn 
trate.  and  talk,  for  hours,  and  what  hei 
is  often  very  vivid,  and  very  complex  ; 

When  he  rides  his  motorcycle,  whes 
does  his  work,  it  seems  that  the  prir 
intensifies.  Photographs  show  hiseyesj  I 
rowed,  expressing  nothing.  Eyes  an  » 
seeing,  and  used  to  the  limits  of .  . 
purpose,  carry  no  messages.  And  thei  | 
presumably  no  voices  inside  the  Rq  I 
helmet;  just  fast  and  silent  cakulatic;  [ 
continued  on  pa. 
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Fresh  out  of  Europe's 
toughest  finishing  schools. 


The  1979  Honda  CB750F. 


e  looking  at  the  sleekly  practi- 
pplication  of  a  hard-won  educa- 
the  new  1979  Honda  CB750F 
r  three  grueling  years  Honda's 
race  bikes  sped  through  road 
g's  most  demanding  school — 
European  endurance  racing 
it.  And  Honda  finished  at  the 
I  of  the  class —  European 


endurance  racing  champions  in 
1976,  '77  and  '78. 

The  new  CB750F  wraps  the 
excitement  and  endurance  racing 
know-how  of  Honda's  Bol  D'Or 
champions  in  snazzy  new  street 
clothes.  Taut.  Precise.  Totally  civ- 
ilized— but  far  from  docile.  A 
fresh,  new  experience  in  750  cc 
sports  motorcycling. 

RCB  Heritage  For  The  Street. 

The  new  F  engine  design  is  a 
product  of  the  same  engineering 
expertise  which  created  the  RCB. 
It's  got  the  same  freer- breathing 
DOHC  four- valves- per-cylinder 
layout.  Four  30  mm  CV  carbs  with 
an  accelerator  pump  give  you  eager 
response  when  you  crack  the 
throttle,  and  the  new  Pointless 
Induaive  ignition  cuts  maintenance. 

The  highly  efficient  four-into-two 


New  aircraft-Inspired  Instrumentation 
Includes  push-button  reset  tripmeter 

exhaust  tucks  under  the  frame  rails 
to  maximize  cornering  clearance. 
And  inside  the  cases  the  connect- 
ing rods  spin  on  tough  racing  bear- 
ings, the  same  type  used  in  RGBs. 

Feels  As  Good  As  It  Looks. 

The  1979  CB750F  story 
doesn't  stop  with  its 
dynamite  new  power- 
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New  16-valve  cylinder  head  design 
refined  on  European  road-racing  circuits. 

plant.  The  beautifully  organized 
machinery  is  surrounded  by  a  com- 
pletely redesigned  double-cradle 
frame  that  puts  the  comfortably 
padded  saddle  closer  to  the  pave- 
ment. Supple,  low-stiction  front 
forks  and  dual-damping-rate  FVQ 
rear  shocks  help  make  the  ride  as 
smooth  as  the  classy  new  styling. 

New  applies  to  the  detail 
touches,  too.  New  rectangular  turn 
signals.  New  vibration-resistant  mir- 
rors. Jet-aircraft-style  instrumenta- 
tion that  includes  a  push-button 
reset  tripmeter  And  a  big,  bright 
new  taillight  that  resides  beneath 
the  seat's  aerodynamically- inspired 
tail  section/spoiler 

The  CB750F's  taillight,  headlight 
and  running  lights  come  on  auto- 
matically, to  help  make  you  more 
visible  to  surrounding  traffic.  But 
for  safe  riding,  it's  best  to  think  of 
yourself  as  invisible,  obey  traffic  laws 
and  watch  out  for  the  other  guy 

The  new  CB750F  Not  many 
bikes  have  this  kind  of  education 
behind  them.  Engineering  excel- 
lence. Sophisticated  style.  Bol  D'Or 
spirit  for  the  discerning  sports  rider. 

And  you  don't  have  to  go  to 
Europe  to  get  it.  It's  as  close  as 
your  Honda  dealer.  See  him  today. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection. 

For  free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
Dept.  CW49F  Box  50,  Gardena,  CA  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages 
for  nearest  Honda  dealer  ©  1979  AHM. 

HONDA 

GOING  strong! 


Yamaha  IT250/400 
Long  Range  Test 


Although  we  pride  ourselves  on  doing 
L  thorough,  honest  and  informative 
tests,  nothing  short  of  living  with 
nachine  for  several  months  can  reflect 
ngs  like  operating  costs,  maintenance, 
i  most  of  all,  reliability.  Every  year  we 
;p  some  test  machines  for  extended,  or 
ig-range  testing.  Some  of  these  bikes 
:ome  almost  personal  machines,  and 
ir  care  and  feeding,  so  to  speak,  is 
igned  to  one  person.  Some  go  into  our 
j1.  They  get  used  by  staff  members,  ad 
:s  people,  and  photographers.  The  pool 
es  usually  have  the  roughest  life.  Since  a 
"sonal  interest  is  absent,  maintenance 
lally  amounts  to  a  hurried  few  minutes 
or  to  use.  Most  street  bikes  survive  this 
d  of  treatment  without  complaint;  few 
t  bikes  will  survive  on  an  occasional  ten 
lute  maintenance  period.  Our  IT250 
J  IT400  long-range  test  machines 
ved  an  exception. 

rhe  1978  IT250  was  tested  in  the  April, 
'8  issue  of  Cycle  World.  We  were  im- 

ssed  with  many  of  its  features  and  it 
:ame  a  long-range  test  bike.  Our  As.soci- 
Publisher  expressed  a  desire  for  an 
100,  so  it  also  was  added  to  the  extended 
I  pool. 

rhe  250  proved  the  most  popular,  log- 
g  almost  four  times  the  mileage  in 
ighly  the  same  time  period.  All  of  the 


users  but  one  preferred  the  250.  Several 
reasons  were  given:  invariably,  the  first  was 
the  weight  difference.  The  250  does  have  a 
much  lighter,  agile  feeling,  but  actually  is 
only  about  10  lb.  lighter  than  the  400.  The 
person  who  preferred  the  400  has  a  stocky 
build  and  thought  the  extra  weight  a  rea- 
sonable trade  for  the  beautiful  low-end 
pulling  power.  Low-end  pulling  is  about 
the  only  thing  the  400  did  better  than  the 
250  though.  The  250  was  fastest  in  a 
straight  line  drag  race,  had  the  highest  top 
speed  (it  humbled  many  MX  test  bikes 
throughout  the  year,  some  of  them  open- 
class  bikes),  and  was  the  easiest  to  ride  in 
the  woods. 

Both  were  incredibly  reliable  and  nei- 
ther bike  failed  to  finish  a  ride.  During  the 
568  mi.  put  on  the  1T400,  the  only  parts 
replaced  were  clutch  and  brake  levers 
damaged  in  a  crash  and  one  footpeg  bolt 
which  fell  out.  Thread  sealant  applied  to 
the  replacement  kept  the  bolt  from  falling 
out  a  second  time. 

With  2236  mi.  on  the  1T250.  the  report  is 
more  revealing.  Clutch  and  brake  levers 
were  replaced  with  Ml  D  Power  Levers 
shortly  after  the  clutch  lever  was  broken  in 
our  shop  when  the  bike  fell  over.  The  seat 
was  ripped  during  the  same  fall  and  Ya- 
maha supplied  a  new  seat  when  we  asked 
for  a  nev\  scat  cover 


At  400  mi.  a  Uni  filter  replaced  the  stock 
air  cleaner. 

At  1500  mi.  both  tires  were  replaced. 

At  2200  mi.  the  chain  and  both  sprockets 
were  replaced. 

Two  spark  plugs  went  in  during  the  test, 
not  because  of  fouling  but  as  preventative 
maintenance. 

Three  sets  of  American  Pro  grips  were 
used  during  the  test. 

That's  it.  The  head  never  came  off,  nor 
did  the  side  case  on  either  bike.  Fork  seals 
and  fork  oil  was  never  changed,  no  spokes 
or  cables  were  replaced  and  even  the  throt- 
tle cable  went  the  entire  distance.  Sure  isn't 
much  for  the  hard  use  the  bikes  received. 

We  used  Bel-Ray  MC-1  mixed  60:1  in 
both  machines  and  never  fouled  a  spark 
plug  or  had  any  engine  gumming.  Chain 
lubes  were  mostly  Bel-Ray  and  PJ-1. 

The  250  pre-ran  one  Baja  500,  one  Mex- 
ican 1000  and  survived  three  other  trail 
rides  into  Baja.  It  also  participated  in 
numerous  trail  and  photo  rides  into  the 
Sun  Bernardino  Mountains  and  Mojave 
Desert.  The  I  Ts  were  reliable,  dependable 
and  trustworthy.  They  never  failed  lo  finish 
an  outing,  and  we  began  to  trust  them  to 
lake  us  anywhere,  at  anytime,  with  little  or 
no  preparation. 

Complaints?  Only  one.  Lack  of  steering 
precision.  We  tried  bolt-on  cures  and> 


One  Year  With  Two  Unbreakable  ITs 


I 


fooled  around  with  stanchion  tube  height 
hut  nothing  could  compeiiNate  Cor  a  steer- 
ing head  angle  set  for  straight  line  stability, 
instead  of  turning. 

Art  Director  Paul  Zcek  probabK  ex- 
plained the  1 1  "s  steering  best;  ■There  is 
only  one  way  to  miss  a  rock  while  at  speed 
on  an  I  I    aim  for  it." 


The  lack  of  steering  precision  was 
noticed  more  by  motocrossers  and  experi- 
enced off-roaders  than  first  timers  and 
nov  ices.  This  complaint  ha.s  been  cured  on 
the  "79  ITs  bv  pulling  the  rake  angle  back 
2°.  A  good  shop  could  modify  the  '77  and 
■78s  by  cutting  the  backbone  and  pulling 
the  rake  angle  back  the  same  amount. 


Anyone  who  likes  to  ride  dirt  bikes  H 
hales  to  work  on  them  should  take  a  goc 
hard  look  at  Yamaha's  l  is.  Thev  are  faj' 
tough,  ready-to-ride  bikes  that  will  give  ; 
ow  ner  thousands  of  carefree  miles  on  ti 
trail  and  be  ready  to  go  anv  place,  am  tinri 
without  days  of  preparation  and  prevcn  r 
tive  maintenance. 
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Inverted  Foldout  slip-sheet 


1.  Open  the  foldout  page 

2.  Insert  this  sheet  with 

1.  Front  side  touching  the  free  page 

2.  Arrow  pointing  to  the  fold 

3.  Slice  the  folded  edge 

4.  Close  the  page  and  slip-sheet 


Free  end 


 7Sllp-sheet 


You've  seen  the  so-called  "Specials" 
bom  the  other  gruys. 

Now  feast  your  eyes  on  something  really 
special.  Namely,  the  new  Low  Slingeis. 

What  makes  em  so  special? 

It's  more  than  the  lean,  low  look. 

Even  more  than  neat  things  like  extended 
forks,  pull-back  handlebars,  tear-drop  tank, 
plush  step  saddle  and  chopped  ^ 
megaphone  pipes. 

It  s  much  deeper  than  that.  ^ 

You  see,  underneath  it  all,  the  Low 
Slingers  are  GS  streetbikes. 

And  that,  friends,  is  very  special. 


...GS 
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The  Slinger  Sting. 


Muscular  4-stroke 
DOHC  4-CYlinder 
engine  powers  the 
GS-550L,  750L  and 
lOOOL.  This  mighty 
mill  uses  a  roller 
-     bearing  crank- 
'    shaft  for  high-RPM 
performance. 


other  Stingei 


Mag-Type  Wheels 

Extended  Forks 

PuU-Back 
Handlebars 

Sleek  Tear-Drop 
Tank 

Plush  Step  Saddle 

Chopped  Mega- 
phone Pipes 


SPECmCATIONS 
Displacement 
Starter  System 
Tiansmission 
Suspension:  Front  Fork 
Suspension:  Rear  Swing  Aim 

Brakes:  Front 

Brakes:  Rear 

Tiies:  Front 

Tires:  Rear 

Fuel  Tank  Capacity 

Seat  Height 

Dry  Weight 

Color 


GS-550L 

549CC 

Electric  &  kick 

6  speed,  constant  mesh 

Oil  damped 

Oil  damped,  5  load  settings 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

3  25-H19 

3,76H18 

13  lit  (34  gal) 

797mm  (31  4  in) 

208  kg  (460  lbs) 

Black.  Maroon 


GS-750L 

748cc 

Electric  &  kick 

5  speed,  constant  mesh 

Oil  damped 

Oil  damped,  5  load  settings 

Hydraulic  caliper  double 
discs 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

3.25-H19 

4,50-H17 

13  lit  (3  4  gal) 

793mm  (31  2  in) 

233  kg  (514  lbs) 

Blue,  Maroon 


GS-IOOOL 

997cc 
Electric 

5  speed,  constant  mesh 

Air,  oil  damped 

Oil  damped.  5  load  settings, 

4  damping  adjustments 

Hydraulic  caliper  double 

discs 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

3.50-V19 

4  50-V19 

15  lit  (4  0  gal) 

825mm  (32.5  in) 

240  kg  (529  lbs) 

Blue.  Maroon 


All  specilications  in  this  brochure  are  based  on  the  latest  produci  information  available  at  the  time  of  publication  The  right  is  reserved  to 
moke  changes  at  any  time  without  notice  In  specifications  prices  colors,  materials  and  equipment,  and  to  discontinue  models.  U  S  Suzuki 
Motor  Corp  ,  Santa  Fe  Springs  CA  90670  Printed  in  U  S  A  Part  No  99922-79337 


Suzuki.  The  performer. 


At  Michelin 
we  put  you 

first  with  tires 
that  last. 


\AII  across  America  people  are 
Ddiscovering  that  motorcycle  tires 
3are  just  one  more  way  we  put 

tthem first.  ^^M^iil'l'V^    ^/ ' 

You  see,  we've  earned  ^^fln     lim  ff'fy^ 

30ur  proud  reputation  the  hard  ^Utmt^JMiU  lliJ]^ 

/way.  By  refusing  to  compromise;  ^^^Hof^^V '  llfn 

J  by  making  only  the  best  tires  we  ^IHrtIIK^^  vl^7^^ 

Like  our  M-45  tire  for  JKIi^l'Ji\i^tfM¥^ 
1H  &Vseries,  highly  acknowledged  '''^-'llwiBg^ 
tthrough  independent  testing,with  a  wJiMl^^ 
3  special  tread  design  for  sure  road-grip  ^^sIBb*  ''^a 

>  and  traction  in  all  angles.  That  makes  ^ln# 
i  it  a  super  tire  for  those  new  super  bikes.  ^^^^  ifl 

k  And  the  sculptured  rib  tread  in  our  L-27  ^B^i^H 
i  is  ideal  for  front  end  stability.  Available  ^^^^^ 
ilnH-series.  ^. 

And  our  M-38  line.  With  a  specially 
Ddesigned,  heavy-siped  tread  surface  that 
ssheds  water  fast  for  quick  stops  and  starts 
iin  wet  weather;  and  with  a  center  groove 
ftread  for  responsive  directional  stability  and 
jeasy  handling. 

And  like  Michelin's  new  M-48,  the  performance  rated 
t  tire  designed  to  answer  the  needs  of  the  "big-bike"  rider. 

Ask  your  dealer  about  top  quality  Michelin  AIRSTOP 
t  tubes  too.  You  can  count  on  each  Michelin  tire  or  tube  you  buy 
f  to  be  the  best  we  know  how  to  make.  Because  at  Michelin,  the 
)only  thing  more  important  than  our  tires  are  the  people  who 
I  ride  on  them. 


We  put  you  first. 


Wniftilyou  get  it 
CMit  in  the  Open. 


I 


f  you're  in  search  of 
some  serious  weaponry  step  this  way 

Behold  the  Qualifier  370  from 
Can-Am,  a  brand  new,  and  very  threat- 
ening piece  of  machinery  to  attack  the 
Open  Class  with. 

Consider  the  defensive  array. 
Forward,  38  mm  leading  axle  magne- 
sium Marzocchis.  Aft,  a  stronger,  lighter 
swingarm.  Both  ends  deliver  almost 
10  inches  of  wheel  travel  to  fight  off  what- 
ever they  throw  at  you.  Between  them, 
our  tough,  lightweight  chromoly  MX 
frame  with  its  low  c  of  g  design  for  excel- 
lent handling  stability. 


  And  all  manner  of  other 

'MWMMM*  exquisite  dirt  ordnance. 

Now  here's  where  you  get  to  be  the 
aggressor  At  the  heart  of  our  new 
Open  Class  weapon  is  a  370  cccase  reed 
Rotax  powerplant.  It  pumps  out  torque 
like  a  35-mule  team  to  trample  impossible 
terrain.  And  fields  a  full  38-horse  cavalry 
troop  at  the  rear  wheel  to  charge 
through  open 
sections. 

Qualifier  370. 
See  your  Can-Am 
dealer  and  arm 
yourself. 

It's  Open  Season. 


BOMBARDIER 


can-am 

motorcycles 


®*Tradeniarks  of  Bombardier  Limited 


We  will  winyou 


THE  GREAT  OETAWAT 

Touring  means  something  different  to  everyone  who  does  it.  In  this  27-page  special 
Touring  section  Peter  Egan  describes  what  touring  is  to  him;  we  have  evaluations  of 
touring  equipment  from  Vetter,  Craven  and  Silhouette;  some  of  our  favorite  chemicals,  for 
all  kinds  of  riding,  are  revealed;  solutions  to  the  hard  seat  problem  are  presented;  and 
there's  a  how-to  guide  to  motorcycle  camping.  All  great  ways  to  get  away. 


mg."tar",0.8  mg.  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette  by  FTC  method. 


C  1978  RJ  REYNOLDS  lOBACCOCO  C 


utio 

Camel  Lights 


Camel  Lights  solves  the 
ow  tar/low  taste  problem. 
A  richer-tasting  Camel  blend 
)loes  it.  Delivers  satisfaction 
n  only  9  mg  tar.  For  taste 
nat's  been  missing  in  low 
ars.  try  Camel  Lights. 

Satisfaction. 
Dnly  9  mg  tan 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


Hie  French  Quarter 
connection 


Sense  of  Adventure,  a  Honda  400  and  a 
arch  for  Cheap  Chicory  Coffee 

Peter  Egan 


ired  al  the  top  of  the  coffee  can  in 
sbelieC.  "Five  sixty-nine  for  a  pound 
Louisiana  French  Roast  Coffee? 
s  ridiculous!"  I  exclaimed  to  my  wife, 
igreed.  "Three  months  ago  it  was  two 
y-five."  I  couldn't  believe  it.  My  fa- 
;  blend  of  chicory  coffee-which 
one  tells  me  tastes  like  kerosene-had 
coniinucil  on  paf^e  112 


1  by  Lou  Bruno 
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Get  this  beautiful  cap 
free  with  the  purchas 
of  any  Arthur  Fulmer- 
helmet* 


1 1 

When  it  comes  to 
all-around  peilonnance, 
nobody  out-peilonns 
Suzuki. 

Case  in  point:  The  GS-750E 

Clean  Sweeps.  It'll 
sweep  low  into  a  comer 
and  come  out  smooth 
and  clean.  Reasons 
are  light  weight, 
balanced  design 
and  a  superb  suspension. 

4-Stroke  Mill.  Powerful 
DOHC  4-cylinder  engine  is 
both  rapid  and  reliaUeT  * 
Four  Mikuni  VM26  carbs 
ofler  Instant  acceleration. 
Roller  bearing  craiikshalt 
provides  dependable 
high-RFM  perlormonce. 

eiuick  Stops.  Good 
brakes  are  a  rnust  on  any 
bike.  Great  brakes  are 
standard  OB  this  one  :  Twin 
discs  up  front  and  a  big  disc 
in  back. 

WeU  Dressed.  This 
beauty  boasts  such  plush 
plumage  as  a  custofia 
dual-passenger  seat, 
push-button  starting, 
digital  gear  indicator, 
stylish  mag-type  wheels 
and  high-perlormance 
tires.  You  can  also-take'com-' 
fort  in  knowing-it^imilt  to 
stay  on  the  road  and  o^t  of 
repair  shops.  /'  .^v.  . : 

Now  you  lEnoW.wby^e  ' 
GS-750E  is  one  of  the.Vpiia's' 
gr^ot  p^&ffpzmers.       -  ' 


izuKLThe  performe: 

wear  a  helmet,  eye  protection  and  appioprtcite  rtcUncr  appmeUMemb 


coniinued from  page  107 
nearly  doubled  in  price.  1  put  the  can  back 
on  the  shelf.  "I  won't  pay  it!"  I  said,  loudly 
enough  to  be  overheard  by  the  assistant 
manager  of  the  supermarket,  who  was 
hovering  nearby  with  a  clipboard  and  a 
matching  shirt  and  tie.  "In  fact."  1  added. 
"1  think  I'll  run  down  to  New  Orleans  to 
buy  my  coffee." 

It  was  a  pretty  flimsy  excuse  for  a  3000 
mile  motorcycle  odyssey  that  would  take 
me  the  full  length  of  the  Mississippi,  all  the 
way  to  the  Gulf  and  back  to  Wisconsin,  but 
it  was  just  what  1  was  looking  for. 

Ever  since  I  was  a  kid  I'd  wanted  to  take 
a  raft  trip  down  the  Mississippi;  maybe 
start  in  Minnesota  near  the  headwaters 
and  drift  down  to  New  Orleans,  watching 
the  famous  old  river  towns  and  the  green 
shoreline  slip  past  while  I  sat  back  on  a  pile 
of  provisions  and  smoked  a  pipe. 

Then  one  summer  1  worked  on  a  Bur- 
lington Railroad  section  crew  along  the 
Mississippi  and  I  saw  the  river  in  action. 
Whole  oak  trees  floated  by.  only  to  disap- 
pear in  sudden,  mysterious  undercurrents; 
hydroelectric  towers  and  dams  swallowed 
millions  of  gallons  of  water  from  greenish 
whirlpools  of  their  own  making;  and  tugs 
pushed  half  a  mile  of  unwieldy  barges 
around  blind  river  bends.  It  was  all  a  far 
cry  from  Huck  Finn's  sleepy  river,  and  no 
place  for  a  novice-especially  a  novice  with 
an  unnatural  fear  of  Indifferent  Nature,  as 
manifested  in  the  force  of  fast-moving 
water. 

It  suddenly  dawned  on  me  that  a  motor- 
cycle trip  down  the  Great  River  Road 
might  be  a  pleasant,  relatively  non-lethal, 
alternative  to  rafting.  I  could  still  visit 
those  famous  cities  and  towns  and  keep  an 
eye  on  the  river  itself.  "And."  I  asked 
myself,  "what  Twentieth  Century  vehicle 
lives  more  in  the  spirit  of  Huck  Finn's  raft 
than  a  motorcycle?" 

"Why.  none,"  I  answered. 

The  prospect  of  a  river  trip,  together 
with  a  chance  to  score  a  can  of  cheap 
French  Roast  coffee  was  too  much.  I 
opened  the  attic  closet  and  got  out  My 
Things. 

My  Things,  it  turned  out,  were  all  wrong 
for  the  trip.  I  realized  that  nearly  all  of  my 
cycle  gear  is  intended  for  cold  or  cool 
weather  riding,  which  is  the  rule  rather 
than  the  exception  in  Wisconsin.  Since  I 
was  heading  south  in  the  middle  of  Au- 
gust. I  would  have  to  leave  it  all  behind; 
my  leather  jacket,  my  Belstaff  suit,  gaunt- 
let-style gloves,  down  bag.  and  riding 
boots.  It  was  strictly  tennis  shoe  and  T- 
shirt  weather.  I  took  a  denim  jacket  for 
early  morning  and  late  evening  riding,  an 
old  Army  blanket  to  sleep  on  rather  than 
in.  half  a  gallon  of  Cutter's  mosquito  re- 
pellent, and  Big  Pink-a  faded  red  pup  tent 
from  childhood,  so  shopworn  that  I  can 
gaze  at  stars  through  the  fabric  at  night. 

The  motorcycle  would  be  my  latest 
pride  and  joy,  a  1975  fire-engine  red 
Honda  400F  Super  Sport.  There  are  those 
who  would  (and  several  who  did)  point  out 


that  the  400F  is  a  rather  precise  instrument 
to  use  in  the  bludgeoning  of  3000  miles  of 
open  highway;  a  waste,  in  effect,  of  a 
machine  whose  forte  is  410  Production 
racing  or  the  Sunday  morning  ride  on 
twisty  blacktop.  They  are  right,  of  course. 
It  was  for  that  kind  of  sport  that  I  bought 
the  bike.  Even  as  it  sat  in  my  garage,  the 
400  was  on  the  brink  of  being  converted 
into  a  410  Production  racer.  All  of  the 
racing  parts  were  laid  out  in  neat  array  on 
my  workbench.  I  had  a  set  of  Konis,  some 
flashy  orange  S&W  70-1 10  progressive 
springs,  two  new  K-81s,  three  plastic  num- 
ber panels,  a  set  of  Racer- 1  clubman  bars, 
four  quarts  of  Castrol  G.P.  50-weight,  and 
a  roll  of  safety  wire.  But  my  first  race  was 
five  weeks  away,  and  I  was  up  for  a  good 
road  trip. 

And,  purist  considerations  aside,  the  400 
does  make  a  fine  road  bike.  It  is  utterly 
reliable,  handles  legal  and  extra-legal 
highway  speeds  easily,  is  not  awkward  to 
maneuver  in  tight  places  (no  embarrassing 
assumption  of  the  beached  whale  position 
while  a  whole  campground  looks  on),  and 
it  looks  and  sounds  good.  Also,  I  prefer  the 
short,  straight  bars  so  1  can  lean  into  the 
wind  while  I  ride,  as  opposed  to  the  more 
popular  dumping-a-wheelbarrow-fuU-of- 
concrete  riding  style.  With  a  light  luggage 
load-I  took  only  an  Eclipse  tank  bag  and 
a  duffel  bag  on  the  rear  seat-the  bike 
handles  almost  as  well  as  the  unladen  item, 
and  makes  riding  on  curving  roads  a  gen- 
uine pleasure.  Nothing  is  more  annoying 
than  to  be  stuck  with  half  a  ton  of  mechan- 
ical corpulence  when  the  riding  gets  fun. 

At  seven  o'clock  on  a  Friday  morning  1 
kissed  my  wife  good-bye,  patted  our  three 
cats  on  the  head,  and  rode  off  into  a  hot 
and  gloriously  sunny  morning.  Just  out- 
side of  town  I  stopped  to  install  some  ear 
plugs  I'd  bought  to  ward  off  total  deafness 
on  the  long  trip.  After  five  minutes.  I  had 
to  stop  and  take  them  out.  They  worked 
too  well;  I  couldn't  hear  a  thing.  They 
made  riding  surreal,  and  eerily  quiet.  For 
all  1  knew,  my  exhaust  header  had  fallen 
off  and  a  broken  rod  was  hammering  my 
block  to  pieces.  I  began  to  fantasize  engine 
and  chassis  noises,  much  the  way  someone 
wearing  stereo  headphones  constantly 
imagines  that  the  phone  and  doorbell  are 
ringing.  Like  those  early  airline  pilots  who 
objected  to  enclosed  cockpits,  I  preferred 
to  hear  the  wind  in  the  wires  and  ignore  the 
instruments. 

The  first  leg  of  my  trip  did  not  take  me 
south  toward  New  Orleans,  but  500  mi. 
north  to  the  Minnesota  resort  town  of 
Brainerd.  I  wanted  to  make  a  proper  river 
trip  out  of  it,  and  start  near  the  headwaters 
of  the  Mississippi.  The  true  source  of  the 
river  is  Lake  Itasca,  northwest  of  Brainerd, 
from  which  the  river  flows  in  none-too- 
impressive  volume  through  Bemidji  and 
southward  through  many  small  lakes, 
gathering  strength.  I  went  to  Brainerd  be- 
cause I  have  good  friends.  Tom  and  Lynn 
Dettman,  who  have  a  farm  and  cabin  near 
the  town.  I  also  wanted  to  scout  around 


Brainerd  International  Raceway  for  an  up  c 
coming  road  race— and  another  chance  to: 
unleash  Lola  the  Vicious  Underdog.  mvi 
battlescarred  and  outdated  Formula  Foro- 
racing  car.  (Lively,  these  little  towns  in  lh«£ 
North  Woods.) 

1  rode  into  Brainerd  after  10  hours  oc 
the  bike  and  after  dark,  equipped  with 
copy  of  a  copy  of  a  hand-drawn  mau 
purporting  to  show  the  way  to  Dettmanr 
cabin,  some  20  mi.  from  town.  Three  houii 
later,  on  a  mosquito-clouded  back  road  ii 
the  dark  forest,  1  gave  up  searching  fo' 
the  imaginary  landmarks  on  my  map 
switched  my  tank  to  reserve,  and  praye> 
I'd  make  it  back  to  town.  I  rolled  into  a  gi> 
station  and  cafe  in  Brainerd  at  one  in  tH 
morning,  my  engine  sputtering. 

"Is  there  anyplace  around  here  1  can  II 
down  and  sleep?"  I  asked  the  waitress  ov  / 
a  cup  of  coffee  in  the  restaurant.  "I  mar 
have  sleep.  I've  been  on  my  motorcycle  H 
thirteen  hours." 

"There's  some  old  railroad  cars  down  I 
the  river.  You  could  sleep  in  those,"  sl« 
offered. 

"Perfect,"  I  said.  As  I  left  the  cafe,  t  l 
cook  at  the  grill  shouted,  "You  bed  dow. 
in  one  of  them  railroad  cars  and  you  ju 
might  wake  up  in  North  Dakota!"  Si 
cackled  and  flipped  a  hamburger.  1  didif 
care.  I  had  to  lie  down. 

In  the  morning  I  awoke  on  a  bench  in 
vandalized  caboose  car  and  found  mysa 
lying  in  a  bed  of  cigarette  butts,  crushrl 
Dixie  Cups,  and  spent  lime  vodka  bottl  l 
all  features  I'd  overlooked  while  stumbliil 
in  from  the  night  fog.  I  brushed  myself  ' 
and  looked  out  the  train  w  indow.  1  was  sz 
in  Minnesota-or  what  the  mosquitos  H 
left  of  me  was  still  in  Minnesota.  TP 
mosquitos  in  that  state  are  so  large  til 
they  lack  the  usual  high-pitched  whii 
and  drum  their  wings  at  a  much  lov. 
frequency,  like  quail  taking  off  fronr 
thicket. 

With  the  aid  of  sunlight  and  frienr 
natives  I  managed  to  find  Dcttman's  plaj 
a  remote  cabin  on  a  beautiful  little  \x 
which  they  share  only  with  a  Bible  can 
Tom  showed  me  around  the  town  and 
race  track.  We  spent  the  evening  visitil 
and  my  second  night  on  the  road,  sleepq 
in  their  cabin  on  the  lake,  was  considerau 
more  pleasant  than  the  first-though  IT 
persisted  in  addressing  me  as  'Boxx 
Egan".  They  fixed  me  a  good  breakfast) 
a  sendoff  down  the  river. 

South  of  Brainerd  the  Mississippi  des 
ops  into  a  solid,  respectable  little  river  t 
winds  easily  through  flat  Minnesota  fa"! 
land,  widening  here  and  there  to  waters 
marshlands  of  wild  rice  and  cattails, 
passes  through  Little  Falls,  where  Chae 
Lindbergh  lived  before  he  had  the  gs 
sense  to  move  to  Madison,  Wisconsz 
where  he  attended  the  University  be; 
he  had  the  good  sense  to  quit  school 
take  up  flying.  South  of  St.  Cloud,  the  n 
gets  lost  in  the  fast-growing  suburbs 
the  downtown(s)  of  the  Twin  Cities. 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  once  a  landmark  ; 
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Trier  to  upper  river  navigation,  are  now 
Light  between  two  dams  and  circum- 
nted  by  a  lock  system.  Modern  cities 
we  a  way  of  overwhelming  the  physical 
litures  that  once  determined  their  loca- 
nns.  until  those  features  are  lost  and 
liimportant.  1  spent  part  of  my  youth  in 
Paul  and  never  heard  anyone  mention 

•  Falls,  nor  did  I  ever  see  them. 

At  Prescotl.  Wisconsin,  the  St.  Croix 
»ver  joins  its  crystal  clear  waters  to  the 
'xady  Muddy,  if  not  very  Big.  Mis- 
iippi.  I  decided  to  follow  Highway  61 
An  the  Minnesota  side,  having  seen  too 
■jch  of  the  Wisconsin  side  when  I  worked 
J  the  railroad  and  literally  shoveled  my 
V  from  Pre.scott  to  Bluff  Siding. 
Highway  61.  from  Hastings  to  LaCrosse. 
?.sconsin.  is  one  of  the  nicest  cycle  rides 
J  the  Mississippi:  four  lanes,  smooth  and 
I'-Towded.  undulate  along  the  river  bank 
ib  enough  to  afford  a  constant  pan- 
ima  of  the  river  and  its  islands.  I  dis- 
aered  at  this  stage  of  the  ride  that  every 
station,  no  matter  where  you  go.  em- 
yys  one  high  .school  student  who  either 
ns  or  is  about  to  own  a  motorcycle,  and 
discuss  motorcycles  with  incredible 
aertise.  usually  quoting  cycle  magazines 
dbalim.  A  station  attendant  in  Red  Wing 
U  me  that  my  400F  had  "an  engine  that 
zs  just  to  bury  the  tach  needle."  I  nod- 
I  my  agreement,  suppressing  a  shiver  of 
m  vu  and  wondering  where  I'd  read 
se  words. 

lAt  LaCrosse  I  shifted  to  the  more  scenic 
jjconsin  river  bank  and  cruised  through 
mzen  small  river  towns  until  I  reached 
talusing  State  Park.  The  park  sits  high 
ihe  bluffs  at  the  junction  of  the  Wiscon- 
uand  Mississippi,  and  offers  a  splendid 
w  of  both  rivers.  I  erected  Big  Pink  near 
jcampsite  of  a  young  couple  who  had  a 
jer  and  two  curious  children.  The  fa- 

•  seemed  determined  that  the  kids  stay 
iir  of  me  and  my  motorcycle  and 
uted  at  them  roughly  whenever  they 
nured  loo  close.  Feeling  rather  un- 
Ichable  (perhaps  it  was  the  dead  insects 
sed  to  my  chin).  I  .sat  alone  on  the 
"Hs.  watching  a  huge  red  sun  .set  over 
a  and  sipping  a  little  Cabin  Still  from  a 
wn  paper  bag  I'd  brought  along. 


The  day  was  already  calm  and  breath- 
lessly hot  at  seven  in  the  morning  when  I 
broke  camp  and  rode  down  to  Galena, 
Illinois  for  breakfast.  Galena  was  a  pros- 
perous old  river  town  that  fell  upon  hard 
times  and  was  nearly  abandoned,  until  a 
later  generation  recognized  the  value  and 
charm  of  the  beautiful  old  homes  and 
shops  in  the  city.  Galena  is  now  a  tourist 
attraction,  with  hundreds  of  nicely  restored 
buildings  and  a  remarkable  collection  of 
brick  storefronts  along  its  main  street.  It  is 
a  town  that  must  have  the  highest  ratio  of 
antique  shops  to  population  in  the  entire 
country.  On  the  edge  of  town  I  visited  the 
home  of  U.S.  Grant,  which  is  tilled  with 
photographs  of  the  General  and  his  family. 
Grant  always  looking  a  bit  rough-hewn 
and  out-of-place  amid  the  lavish  parlor 
trappings  of  that  era.  In  my  own  heat- 
distorted  mind  I  began  to  pity  the  people 
in  the  photographs  for  their  lack  of  shorts 
and  sandals,  because  it  was  about  100°  in 
Grant's  house.  It  was  good  to  get  back  on 
the  Honda. 

In  Fulton,  Illinois,  farther  down  the 
river.  I  sat  at  a  lunch  counter  with  two 
young  men  who  told  me  that  St.  Louis  was 
a  tough  tow  n,  and  I  should  steer  around  it. 
"You  go  through  St.  Louis  on  that  shiny 
red  motorcycle  and,  sure  as  hell,  some- 
one'll  drag  you  right  off  that  bike  and  take 
all  your  stuff  away.  I  heard  about  it."  His 
friend  concurred  grimly,  then  ordered  a 
turkey  .sandwich  with  gravy.  As  he  ale  the 
sandwich,  he  leaned  over  to  his  buddy  and 
said.  "Bird  Dog  can  eat  six  of  these." 

"Hail." 

"I  seen  'im." 

I  walked  out  into  the  street,  keeping  a 
sharp  eye  out  for  the  legendary  Bird  Dog 
and  wondering  if  I  dared  go  through  St. 
Louis  on  my  shiny  red  bike.  I  tossed  cau- 
tion to  the  wind  and  headed  south. 

I  followed  the  Great  River  Road  (always 
marked  with  a  green  sign  thai  bears  a  giant 
steamboat  wheel)  and  cruised  through  the 
Moline  and  Rock  Island  half  of  the  Quad 
Cities-factory  towns  that  are  incredibly 
clean  and  modern  looking  for  a  traditional 


industrial  area.  The  John  Deere  plant  is  so 
gleaming  and  up-to-date  it  looks  almost 
Japanese. 

Just  north  of  Nauvoo.  Illinois,  I  ran 
across  another  touring  motorcvclist.  At  a 
four-way  stop  in  the  middle  of  now  here  we 
got  off  our  bikes  to  have  a  cigarette  and 
talk.  He  was  Roy  Perkins,  from  Roanoke, 
Virginia,  and  he  was  touring  on  a  Ka- 
wasaki 400  triple.  "I  wouldn't  ride  any- 
thing but  a  Kawasaki  two-stroke,"  he  told 
me.  "I've  never  had  a  lick  of  trouble  with 
'em.  And  I  wouldn't  ride  anything  bigger 
than  a  400-you  don't  need  any  more  than 
that."  Roy  was  traveling  even  lighter  than  I 
was;  he  had  nothing  but  a  backrest  with  a 
pack  strapped  to  it  and  a  tent  roll  across  his 
rear  seat.  "I'm  going  to  Seattle,  down  to 
Mexico,  then  back  home  around  the  Gulf 
coast  and  Florida,"  he  said.  "The  main 
thing  I  like  to  see  is  Indian  mounds.  I've 
seen  every  Indian  mound  between  here 
and  Virginia,  and  I  plan  to  .see  them  all 
along  my  trip."  I  thought  of  Kawasaki's 
"We  know  why  you  ride"  advertising  slo- 
gan, and  I  wondered  if  they  knew  about 
Roy  Perkins  and  his  Indian  mounds.  Be- 
fore we  parted,  he  warned  me  to  stay  out  of 
Mississippi.  I  asked  why.  He  kick-started 
his  bike  and  lifted  his  face  shield  for  a 
moment.  "Trouble,"  he  .said.  He  Hipped 
his  shield  down  and  rode  away,  waving. 

Before  sundown  I  was  in  Nauvoo  State 
park,  staking  down  my  tent.  As  soon  as  my 
cycle  stopped  moving.  I  realized  that  the 
only  factor  preventing  me  from  melting 
into  a  smouldering  shapeless  lump  of 
steaming  flesh  was  the  air  that  moved  past 
me  and  the  Honda  all  day.  By  the  time  my 
tent  was  in  place  I  was  a  sweaty  wreck,  .so  I 
rode  into  town  and  had  five  beers  for 
dinner  at  an  air-conditioned  bar.  where  I 
watched  an  entire  Pirates  vs.  Reds  baseball 
game  on  TV.  even  though  I  hate  baseball. 
When  the  bar  closed.  I  was  forced  back  to 
my  tent  for  a  long  night  of  involuntary 
weight  loss. 

In  the  morning  I  toured  Historic  Nau- 
voo. the  last  home  of  the  Mormons  before 
they  were  forced  by  persecution  to  move 
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rhen  you  think 
fthe  off-road 
rrSOO,  the 
rst  thing 
5at  should 
i«me  to  mind 
)one  monolithic,  long-stroking 
ston  pounding  out  colossal 
mounts  of  steady,  useable 
irque,  right? 
Wrong. 

At  least,  not  anymore. 

It's  not  that  the  TT's  499cc, 
ur-stroke,  single-cylinder 
^ine  no  longer  performs 
flgnificently.  It  does.  From 
e  bottom  of  the  powerband 
;;ar  to  the  top.  And  the  wide- 
t:io,  five-speed  transmission 
als  out  the  power  with  smooth, 
[orkmanlike  efficiency. 

This  year,  however,  we've 
aded  some  improvements 
at  will  make  the  TT  as  prized 
■  its  handling  as  it  is  for  its 
Tformance. 


New  leading-axle  front 
forks,  for  instance,  increase 
front  suspension  travel  gener- 
ously, to  a  comfortable  7.68 
inches.  Rear  suspension  travel 
is  ample,  too:  a  full  6.25  inches, 
courtesy  of  the  TT's  laid-down, 
adjustable  nitrogen/oil  shocks 

Of  course,  responsive 
handling  is  more 
than  just  a  matter 
of  inches.  Since 
weight  has  a 

direct  effect  on  a  bike'sagility, 
we  trimmed  a  fair  amount  of  it 
off  the  TT500.  A  slender  new 
motocross-type  fi-ame,  im- 
proved overall  weight  distribu- 
tion and  a  new  lightweight 
aluminum  swingarm  give  the 
TT  a  much  lighter,  leaner 
look  and  feel  « 

The  new 
steering  head 
angle  is  another 


refinement.  It  provides  better 
maneuverability  and  control 
over  even  the  most  arduous 
terrain. 

Add  to  that  features  like 
oil-in-the-frame,  dry 
sump  lubrication  for 
increased  ground  clear- 
ance, a  compression  indicator 
for  easy  kick  starting 
A  and  a  wide  alumi- 


B  num  bashplate  for 


Radically 
upswept 
exhaust. 


Ccnnpression  indicator  lets  you 
kick  start  with  confidence. 


engine  protection  and  you've 
got  an  off-road  playbike 
second  to  none. 

Yet,  even  with  all  the  other 
things  it  has  going  for  it,  we 
realize  there  are  those  diehard 
off-road  afficionados  who  will 
still  buy  the  TT500  for  one  and 
only  one  reason. 

Which  is  perfectly  all 
right  with  us. 

„  YAMAHA 

When  you  know  how  they're  built 


New  lighter 
motocross-type  frame. 


Neu' long-travel, 
leading-axle  fiwit  forks. 


west  to  Utah,  led  by  Brighum  Young.  A 
Mormon  restoration  corporation  is  buying 
up  and  rebuilding  the  old  brick  settlement, 
and  the  restoration  they  have  already  done 
is  first  class.  Four  acres  surround  each 
home  and  shop  in  an  idyllic  setting  whose 
beauty  imparls  some  of  the  sorrow  those 
settlers  must  have  felt  in  leaving  what 
they'd  built.  Before  I  left  town.  I  bought  a 
bottle  of  Old  Nauvoo  Brand  Burgundy 
Wine,  a  modern  legacy  of  the  French 
Icarians  who  moved  in  to  plant  vineyards 
when  the  Mormons  left.  (The  wine  was 
excellent  when  1  got  home,  even  after  five 
days  in  my  tank  bag;  truly  a  Burgundy  that 
travels  well.) 

At  Keokuk,  I  paid  30  cents  to  cross  the 
Mississippi  on  a  steel-mesh  bridge-the 
kind  of  surface  that  sends  motorcycle  tires 
into  a  frenzy  of  squirming  indecision-and 
was  greeted  by  a  sign  that  said  "Welcome 
to  Keokuk.  Iowa.  Sailors  have  more  fun!" 
(Okay,  sure.  But  in  Keokuk.  Iowa?)  I 
turned  south  on  61  toward  Hannibal,  Mis- 
souri, home  of  Mark  Twain. 

In  Tom  Sawver.  Twain  described  his 
home  town  as  a  "poor  little  shabby  vil- 
lage." It's  not  so  little  any  more,  but  the 
river  town  that  surrounds  the  block  of  old 
houses  claiming  to  be  Tom  Sawyer's  neigh- 
borhood has  taken  on  a  modern  shabbi- 
ness  to  disillusion  romantics  and  young 
readers.  A  giant  rotating  fried  chicken 
barrel  looms  just  beyond  Tom's  house,  and 
trucks  rumble  across  the  busy  highway 
bridge  behind  it.  A  few  blocks  away,  a 
scrap  metal  yard  lines  the  river  bank. 
There  are  many  small  towns,  up  and  down 
the  river,  much  closer  in  spirit  and  form  to 
the  village  Twain  immortalized  than 
Hannibal  is  today. 

I  had  lunch  at  Huck  Finn's  Hideaway, 
seated  beneath  woodcarvings  of  the  Big 
Three  (Elvis,  Jesus,  and  John  Kennedy), 
bought  a  copy  of  Tom  Sawyer  at  Becky 
Thatcher's  Book  Store,  and  rode  on  toward 
St.  Louis. 

Highway  79  from  Hannibal  to  St.  Louis 
is  another  one  of  those  roads  where  it's 
good  to  have  a  4(X)F,  setbacks,  six  speeds,  a 
pair  of  K-8l's.  and  an  engine  that  lives  to 
bury  the  tach.  It  is  50  miles  of  road  that 
goes  up  and  downhill  through  the  trees, 
winding  up  valleys  and  bursting  into  hill- 
top clearings  w  ith  observation  vistas  on  the 
river  below.  Euphoric  and  glassy-eyed 
fmm  the  ride,  I  came  snarling  and  down- 
shifting into  Wentzville,  like  Hailwood 
pulling  into  the  pits  at  Douglas,  on  the  Isle 
of  Man.  Wentzville.  Missouri,  just  west  of 
St.  Louis,  is  the  home  of  Chuck  Berry:  a 
living  legend  of  Rock  'n  Roll. 

A  group  of  giggling  13-year-old  girls  on 
Main  Street  told  me  where  Berry  lived. 
"Just  follow  that  road  out  of  town.  It's 
called  Berry  Park.  You'll  .see  it.  He  should 
be  home.  He  was  in  town  with  his  Cadillac 
this  morning,  and  I  saw  him  shopping." 
More  giggling.  "He's  not  too  popular 
around  here  any  more." 

"No?  Why  is  that?" 

"Well,  you  know  .  .  .  he's  kind  of  old 


and  everything.  He's  just  not .  .  .too  cool." 

They  all  blushed  and  giggled,  and  I 
thanked  them  for  the  directions.  Not  too 
cool?  Granted.  I  thought,  he's  not  Shaun 
Cassidy,  but  still  .  .  . 

Berry's  house  was  right  where  they  said 
it  would  be.  about  five  miles  out  of  town:  a 
fenced-in  country  estate  with  a  duck  pond 
and  some  houses  and  buildings  hidden 
back  in  the  willows.  The  gate  was  open,  so 
I  walked  up  the  driveway  and  talked  to  a 
young  woman  who  told  me  that  Chuck  was 
playing  in  St.  Louis  that  night,  at  the 
Rainbow  Bar.  As  I  walked  back  down  the 
drive,  a  bronze  Cadillac  rolled  in  with 
none  other  than  the  Brown-Eyed  Hand- 
.some  Man  himself  at  the  wheel.  He  smiled 
and  waved,  if  a  little  thinly,  doubtless 
underawed  at  the  novelty  of  another  cam- 
era-carrying stranger  stalking  his  grounds. 

I  found  the  Rainbow  Bar  and  checked 
into  a  nearby  motel.  Berry  was  a  knockout 
that  night,  playing  to  a  cheering  crowd  of 
about  300  who'd  jammed  into  the  little 
roadside  club.  He  led  ofl"  with  "Roll  Over 
Beethoven,"  (tell  Cha-kosky  da  news!) 
"Johnny  B.  Goode"  and  "Sweet  Little 
Sixteen",  cranking  out  guitar  rifts  that  are 
copied  by  every  rock  musician  in  the 
world,  doing  his  famous  duckwalk  and 
leering  happily  at  the  crowd  over  his  earth- 
iest lyrics. 

Unfortunately.  Berry  is  not  too  cool,  so 
at  two  in  the  morning,  after  three  frenzied 
encores,  and  despite  the  objections  of  the 
wildly  applauding  crowd,  he  quit  playing 
and  everyone  went  home. 

In  the  bleary  morning  light  I  rode  past 
the  awesome  St.  Louis  Arch  and  somehow 
managed  to  sneak  out  of  the  city  w  ithout 
being  dragged  oflTniy  bike  by  local  tDUghs. 
I  turned  south  on  Highway  3.  through  the 
lower  tip  of  Illinois.  (Illinois  is.  subjec- 
tively, the  longest  state  in  the  Union.)  I 
crossed  the  river  at  Cairo,  where  the  Ohio 
joins  the  Mississippi,  and  it  is  here  that  the 
river  begins  to  Mean  Business.  The  Ohio 
actually  dumps  in  twice  as  much  water  as 
the  Mississippi,  much  to  the  embarrass- 
ment of  Mississippi  fans. 

I  pushed  south  toward  Memphis,  where 
the  police  were  on  strike,  the  National 
Guard  was  in  control,  and  8  p.m.  curfew 
was  being  enforced,  and  thousands  of  peo- 
ple were  flocking  into  town  for  the  First 
Anniversary  of  Elvis'  Death:  a  truly  irre- 
sistible combination.  I  camped  outside  the 
city,  part  of  an  army  preparing  for  a  daw  n 
invasion. 

I  sot  into  town  early  and  searched  out 
Beale  Street  in  downtown  Memphis.  Once 
the  lively  bar  and  night-club  Mecca  of 
Mississippi  Delta  musicians  heading 
north,  the  famous  Beale  Street  is  now  a 
victim  of  urban  renewal.  Only  two  blocks 
of  the  old  street  remain,  and  they  are  run- 
down, vacant,  and  boarded  up.  the  rest  is 
parking  lots.  After  a  moment  of  silence  for 
the  vanished  street,  I  rode  out  to  Grace- 
land,  home  and  final  resting  place  of  Elvis. 

One  year  and  one  day  after  his  death,  a 
large  but  respectful  crowd  rummaged 


through  the  shopping  center  of  Elvis  me  * 
orabilia  and  then  crossed  Elvis  Prese 
Boulevard  to  file  up  the  law  n  of  the  Grati 
land  Mansion  to  see  his  grave.  Elvisa 
buried  next  to  his  mother  in  a  Utile  aico; 
near  the  swimming  pool.  The  grounds  ae 
grave  were  decorated  with  hundreds  i 
fioral  tributes,  variously  shaped  like  goj 
records,  hearts,  hound  dog.s,  and  led> 
bears.  At  the  gate,  a  man  was  trying  to  s 
a  Harley  XLCH  which  he  claimed  waso 
of  Elvis"  stable.  I  shuffled  past  the  bron< 
tombstone,  follow  ing  a  family  ol"  lour  w/, 
had  driven  2200  miles  straight  throu 
from  Nova  Scotia,  just  to  be  there  on 
anniversary  of  his  death.  They  were  a  o 
late.  "It's  still  worth  every  mile  of 
drive,"  the  man  told  me.  "Being  here: 
something  we'll  never  forget  as  long  asa 
live." 

Dizzy  and  dehydrated  from  standing; 
line  for  two  hours,  I  was  glad  to  get  buM 
the  400F  and  enjoy  the  luxury  ol"  mow 
air.  I  crossed  into  the  flat,  hot  cotton  coc 
try  that  is  Mississippi's  Yazoo  Delta.  : 
is-to  a  Blues  fan  and  record  collecto] 
Holy  Ground. 

For  reasons  that  are  unclear  (sometH 
in  the  water,  perhaps),  this  northweso; 
corner  of  Mississippi  produced  ne8 
every  great  American  bluesman  in 
Twentieth  Century.  Son  House.  RoI< 
Johnson.  Howling  Wolf.  Mudd\  WaO: 
John  Lee  Hooker.  Charlie  Patton.  to  na; 
just  a  few.  all  came  from  a  small  s 
around  Clarksdale.  Mississippi.  And,  z 
that  were  not  enough.  William  Faulkm 
home  at  Oxford-the  center  of  his  mytW 
Yoknapataw  pha  County-lies  just  to  c 
east.  Never  was  such  a  small  area  oH 
earth  graced  w  iih  so  much  gcniuN. 

I  stopped  at  a  music  store  in  Clarks«« 
and  bought  a  couple  of  magic  Fen' 
guitar  picks,  one  for  me  and  one  fon 
friend  David  Rhodes,  who  already  prj 
guitar  quite  well  and  doesn't  need  a  mr 
pick  as  badly  as  I  do.  The  people  aU 
music  store  .said  that  not  much  is  left  oic 
old  music,  since  all  the  bluesmen  v 
north  in  the  forties.  Clarksdale  was  noc 
somnolent  little  cotton  town  I'd  cxpeo; 
It  is  a  bustling  go-into-town-and-s? 
farm  community,  indistinguishable  fro- 
thriving  county  seat  in  Wisconsin.  It  H 
McDonald's  and  a  small,  but  signifioi 
suburbia. 

I  threw  the  guitar  picks  in  my  tank  ; 
dow  ned  three  glasses  of  iced  tea  at  a 
air-conditioned  restaurant,  and  rodeoc 
Clarksdale.  Highway  61  is  not  exa. 
Racer  Road  as  it  runs  through  the  DC 
The  pavement  is  straight  and  flat,  , 
towns  appear  on  the  highway  as  islan»i 
buildings  and  trees  in  the  sprawling  co 
fields.  The  most  visible  sign  of  life  betv, 
tow  ns  is  the  large  number  of  colorful  I 
dusters  that  sweep  back  and  forth  ovea 
road.  The  landscape  everywhere  is  dol 
w  ith  rusted  tin  roofs  of  old  sharecropc 
houses,  many  of  which  are  abando 
relics  now  on  the  big  corporate  plal 
tions.  As  you  ride,  the  air  has  a  distinn 
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oil  smell  left  by  the  crop  dusters. 
'}y  evening  I  found  myself  in  Arkansas 
ua  river-made  peninsula  that  is  Chicot 
)le  Park.  I  was  rather  a  me.ss.  having 
lUen  late  in  the  day  through  a  plague  of 
ir-winged.  dragonfly-looking  insects 
•jcd  snake  doctors  by  the  local  people. 
2-se  things  burst  on  your  knuckles  and 
n  like  small  pigeons'  eggs.  Mirac- 
usly.  the  park  had  hot  showers  and  a 
ndromai.  I  showered,  left  my  clothes  to 

the  competence  of  the  washing  ma- 
de, and  examined  my  faithful  Honda. 
3er  than  lubing  the  chain  and  checking 
aengine  oil.  I  hadn't  touched  the  bike, 
i  oil  level  was  unchanged  since  I'd  left 
me.  but  the  chain  was  sagging  a  bit.  so  I 
ilened  it.  The  rear  K-81.  never  intended 

touring  tire,  had  vaporized  about  40 
sent  of  its  tread  somewhere  on  the 
ut  River  Road,  which  left  me  60  per- 
I  to  make  it  to  New  Orleans  and  home- 
dbout  the  right  amount. 
t;fore  leaving  home  I'd  installed  plugs 
1  ranges  colder  than  stock,  thinking  of 

fast  rides  in  the  hot  sun.  This  was  a 
Jiike.  since  on  a  trip  of  this  kind  I  did 
rlh  more  duffing  and  bogging  around 
iis  and  parks  than  I  would  do  on  mv 
3e  turf  But  the  plugs  looked  okay,  and 
« still  worked.  I  adjusted  my  valves  and 
J  chain  and  revved  the  engine;  the  400 
jded  like  the  same  competent,  enraged 

.sewing  machine  with  whom  I'd  left 
ae. 

liith  clean  clothes  and  an  adjusted  bike, 
iiised  down  Highway  61  into  Rolling 

.  Mississippi,  the  birthplace  of  Muddv 
i-rs.  "Yes,  yes."  said  one  of  the  old  men 
me  park  bench  in  the  town  square.  "I 

■  McKinley  Morganticld  (a.k.a.  Mud- 
Waters).  He  was  here  in  a  big  black 
llllac  six  years  ago  when  his  mother 
His  brother  Robert  and  his  sister-in- 
rrankie  live  in  that  \ellow  house  down 
ilreet." 

J. topped  a  I  the  house  and  talked  to 
xie  Morganticld.  I  said  that  Muddy 
fl  lot  of  fans  up  in  Wisconsin  and  she 
'  "Yes.  he  told  me  a  lot  of  you  white 
I  like  that  music  up  there."  i  laughed. 

we  sure  do."  She  thanked  me  for 
iiing  and  said  she'd  give  my  best  to 
U\.  I  rode  away  confident  that  I'd 

my  share  of  tiresome  meddling  for 
Bay. 

I  the  hilltop  city  of  Vicksburg  I  (inallv 
jigh  enough  above  the  levees  to  see  the 
liigain.  I  rode  out  to  the  militarv  park 
semetery,  and  loured  the  16  miles  of 
llhat  wind  through  the  battleground. 

I  Grant  took  Vicksburg.  the  Mis- 
qpi  was  opened  to  the  Union  and  the 
was  over  for  the  South,  though  the 
lederacy  struggled  on  for  another  two 
The  graves  at  Vicksburg  go  on  and 
far  as  you  can  see:  antique  artillery 

;  are  poised  at  each  ridge  and  hilltop 
e  bron/e  plaques  of  explanation.  The 
ground  is  one  of  those  places  where 
i^storian  could  spend  a  year,  and  the 
}ig  tourist  ju.st  long  enough  to  realize 


how  little  he  understands  from  what  he 
sees. 

The  same  is  true  of  Natchez,  an  old,  old 
city  w  ith  a  colorful  and  varied  history,  and 
a  collection  of  beautiful  antebellum 
homes.  It  is  the  terminus  of  the  Natchez 
Irace.  the  canyon-like  ancient  trail,  now 
pa\ed.  that  cuts  cross-country  nearly  to 
Nashville.  I  wandered  around  Natchez  in 
the  evening  looking  for  a  motel  room,  and 
found  that  everything  was  filled  because 
the  Corps  of  Engineers  was  in  town  (the 
Corps  has  built  most  of  the  levees  that  keep 
lower  Missi.ssippi  towns  from  floating  into 
the  Gulf  each  spring.)  I  rode  south  to 
Woodville  where.  I  was  told.  I  could  find  a 
motel. 

The  road  to  Woodville  ran  through  dark 
and  hilly  pine  tree  country,  with  lots  of 
trafJic  coming  the  other  way.  I  began  to 
as.semble  reasons  for  why  I  hate  riding  at 
night.  I  decided  that  they  included:  (1) 
drunks.  (2)  deer,  (3)  bright'  headlights  that 
force  you  to  ride  blind  down  a  lane  that 
may  be  littered  with  hay  bales,  dead  'po.s- 
sums.  or  kegs  of  nails  fallen  from  trucks, 
and  (4)  in.sects.  By  the  time  I  got  to  Wood- 
ville. half  of  the  flying  in.sects  in  Mis- 
sissippi had  made  a  graveyard  of  ni)  shirt 
and  face-shield.  I  found  a  road-side  motel 
w  ith  vacancy  and  cleaned  up  for  my  earlv 
morning  sweep  into  New  Orleans.  .Mv 
room  was  hot.  so  I  cranked  the  air-condi- 
tioner up  to  full  and  went  to  bed. 

In  the  morning  I  woke  up  dreaming  I'd 
died  and  gone  to  Alaska.  The  room  was 
freezing.  Feeling  very  refreshed.  I  stepped 
out  into  the  steamy-hot  morning  at  about 
six  o'clock  and  rode  oH'into  the  mist  and 
dawn  light  into  West  Feliciana  Parish. 
Louisiana.  This  stretch  of  Highwav  61 
pa.s.ses  more  Southern  mansions  than  I 
thought  existed  in  all  the  South.  With  huge 
oaks  hung  with  Spanish  moss  shading 
their  pillared  facades,  like  something  out 
of  Goiw  With  lire  H  ind,  they  pa.ss  by  with 
names  like  The  Catalpas,  The  Oaks,  or 
The  Cottage  (yes,  some  cottage,  you  are 
supposed  to  think).  The  homes  along  the 
road  became  newer  and  less  grand  as  I 
entered  Baton  Rouge,  city  of  smoking  oil 
refineries  and  Huey  Long's  tower  building. 
I  .stayed  on  61  and  rode  along  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Pontchartrain  to  New  Or- 
leans. 

I  took  the  Vieux  Carre  exit,  down  Or- 
leans .Avenue  and  Toulou.sc  Street  into  the 
heart  of  the  French  Quarter.  Anxious  to 
get  off  my  bike  and  look  around.  I  found  a 
room  at  the  Cornstalk  Hotel  on  Royal 
Street,  changed  my  shirt,  and  walked  out 
on  the  town.  The  French  Quarter,  which 
surrounds  St.  Louis  Cathedral  and  Jackson 
Square,  is  old.  beautiful,  and  much  larger 
in  area  than  I  expected.  The  Quarter  is  a 
labyrinth  of  narrow  streets,  old  hotels,  fine 
restaurants,  topless/bottomless  joints, 
night  dub.s.  cool  dark  bars,  .souvenir  shops, 
oyster  bars,  book  stores,  coffee  houses,  and 
expensive  antique  shops,  all  thrown  to- 
gether in  wonderful  unzoned  anarchy. 
Music  is  everyw  here:  the  great  jazz  clubs 


are  open  to  the  street.  You  can  stand  in  the 
.street,  listening  and  watching,  or  sit  down 
with  a  SI. 50  beer  and  relax  at  the  bar  or  a 
table.  The  music  is  good:  not  some  con- 
trived Dixieland  Muzak  for  tourists,  but 
genuinely  well-played  jazz. 

I  sal  in  Maison  Bourbon,  listening  to  the 
Robert  Jefferson  Jazz  Band  for  a  while, 
lunched  nearby  on  oysters  and  gumbo, 
and  then  wandered  down  to  the  river, 
where  I  stumbled  upon  the  French  Market 
and  its  open-air  stalls  of  fruits  and  vegeta- 
bles. At  the  edge  of  the  marketplace  was  a 
sight  for  sore  and  weary  eyes-the  French 
Market  Cafe.  I  had  cafe  au  lait.  chicory- 
style.  ofcour.se.  and  an  order  of  beignets- 
a  sort  of  square  donut,  all  brought  by 
waiters  in  ties  and  black  coats.  Reminded 
of  my  original  goal.  I  looked  through  the 
nearby  shops  for  some  French  roast 
chicorv  coffee,  and  immediately  found  a  I 
lb.  can  for  S2.85.  Suddenh  the  whole  trip 
was  worth  it.  I  took  the  can  back  to  the 
hotel,  locked  my  door,  and  carefully 
packed  the  coHee  away  in  my  tank  bag.  All 
that  remained  was  to  get  it  home. 

I  counted  my  money,  found  that  I  had 
S32  left,  and  suddenly  realized  that  my  trip 
home  was  going  to  be.  of  necessity,  a 
straight  shot  of  dreaded  Interstate,  with 
few  food  and  rest  stops.  I  had  just  enough 
money  for  gas  and  a  couple  of  Big  Macs. 

On  an  early  Sunday  New  Orleans  morn- 
ing, w  iih  the  streets  nearly  vacant.  1  rolled 
out  of  the  Vieux  Carre,  turned  North  onto 
1-55.  snicked  the  400  into  sixth  gear,  and 
opened  all  four  throttles.  I  was  all  buzzed 
up  and  ready  to  ride,  speeding  on  four 
cups  of  black  coffee.  I  rode  and  filled  my 
tank,  rode  and  filled  my  tank,  stopped  for 
a  Big  Mac.  and  rode  and  filled  mv  tank 
until  it  was  too  dark  and  cold  to  ride.  Just 
-south  of  St.  Louis,  after  14  hours  on  the 
bike.  I  pulled  off  the  l-road.  rolled  up  in 
my  tent  behind  an  abandoned  gas  station, 
and  slept.  I  got  back  on  the  bike  at  5:30 
a.m..  filled  my  tank,  drank  more  coffee, 
rode  my  bike,  ate  a  Big  Mac,  and  rode  like 
an  express  train. 

Thirty-four  hours  after  leaving  New  Or- 
leans. I  entered  Wisconsin  with  $5  in  my 
pocket  and  the  400  still  running  like  a 
champ.  I  patted  the  side  of  the  tank  with 
my  sunburned  hand  and  .said.  "This  is  a 
very,  very  good  motoaycle."  The  odome- 
ter showed  just  over  1 1.000  mi.,  or  3,000 
more  than  I'd  left  with.  I  was  burncd-out. 
punch-drunk,  and  traveling  in  a  sen.seless 
state  of  tunnel-vision  from  the  long  ride, 
but  as  I  crossed  the  border  I  still  managed 
to  grin.  My  bike  was  running  perfectly,  I 
hadn't  been  issued  a  single  traffic  ticket, 
my  bald  rear  tire  was  still  holding  air.  I'd 
not  met  even  one  unpleasant  person  on  the 
entire  trip,  despite  vague  and  shadowy 
warnings  to  the  contrary,  and  there  had 
been,  incredibly,  no  rain  in  seven  days  on 
the  road.  But.  best  of  all.  I  knew'  that 
buried  deep  in  my  tank  bag  was  a  S2.85 
pound  of  Louisiana  French  roast  chicory 
coffee,  with  a  Wisconsin  street  value  of 
nearly  $6.  Q 
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)torcycle  Camping  Techniques  for  Touring  Riders 


by  Steve  Kimball 


H  otorcycles  and  camping  have 
fl  enough  in  common,  i.e..  low  cost. 
"  to  make  the  combination  just 
t  unbeatable.  If  a  motorcyclist  could 
iside  a  dollar  a  day.  he  could  save  up 
gh  money  in  a  year  to  pay  for  a  three 
:.  7000  mi.  trip  across  country  and 

Dvided,  of  course,  he  camped  along 
vay. 

lere's  more  to  motorcycle  camping 
low  cost.  A  motorcycle  can  take  you 
:s  a  car  or  truck  can't  go.  off  road  or 
I  trails.  A  motorcycle  will  get  you 
r  to  what  you  want  to  see  in  a  busy  city 
jolve  parking  and  traffic  problems.  A 
ircycle  will  allow  you  to  smell  sage 
1  in  Arizona,  corn  fields  in  Iowa,  and 


bluegrass  in  Kentucky.  At  the  same  time, 
you  can  go  farther,  faster  and  with  more 
fun  than  you  could  with  any  other  means 
of  travel. 

Everyone  involved  in  motorcycle  camp- 
ing has  his  own  idea  of  the  correct  way  to 
camp.  As  in  any  other  motorcycling  ac- 
tivity, those  who  participate  in  one  way 
sometimes  find  it  difficult  to  understand 
that  people  participating  in  other  ways  are 
enjoying  themselves  just  as  much.  Having 
tried  all  types  of  motorcycle  camping, 
from  the  most  primitive  to  the  most  lavish. 
I  can  say  that  all  can  be  enjoyable. 

Take  the  Bohemian  style,  for  instance. 
Bohemians  can  be  identified  by  the  com- 
plete and  total  lack  of  any  camping  equip- 
ment on  their  motorcycles.  At  night  they 


camp  in  all-night  theaters  and  under  park 
benches.  Camp  cooking  consists  of  Vienna 
sausages  and  fig  newtons. 

Not  to  be  confused  with  the  Bohemian 
is  the  Spartan,  who.  as  the  title  implies, 
keeps  things  to  a  minimum.  He  can  be 
distinguished  from  the  Bohemian  by  the 
addition  of  at  least  an  army  surplus  sleep- 
ing bag  and  sometimes  a  tiny  pup  tent,  but 
nothing  else.  Eschewing  conventional 
campgrounds.  Spartans  prefer  to  set  up 
camp  behind  truck  stops  and  in  roadside 
rests. 

Although  the  Sports  Touring  motorcycle 
camper  looks  much  the  same  as  the  Spar- 
tan, there  are  important  differences.  The 
Sports  Tourer  must  have  a  tank  bag 
mounted  on  his  RD400  or  CB400F.  In  the 
continued  on  page  122 
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liquid  car  wax 


Starts  SwUlSi  Stays 
man  ttie  leJaing  prem 


Come  ram  or  come  sbme. 
It  starts  brighter,  stays  brighter 
than  the  leading  premium  wax. 


New  Simoniz'  Shines  Like  The  Sun 
premium  car  wax  gives  your  car 
a  shine  that  starts  brighter, 
stays  brighter  than  the  leading 


premium  wax.  And  we  guarantee 
you'll  like  It.  Or  your  money 
back.  From  Simoniz.  come  rain 
or  come  shine. 


Simoniz   is  a  registered  trade  mark  of  Union  Carbide  Corporation,  270  Park  Avenue.  New  York.  N  Y  10017 


Escape  First  Class. 

The  1979  Honda  CX500  Deluxe. 


If  weekends  bring  out  the  gypsy  in 
your  soul,  here's  the  machine  that'll  set 
you  free — in  style:  the  new  1979  Honda 
CX500  Deluxe. 

It's  got  everything  that  made  the 
original  CX500  the  toast  of  the  middle- 
weight sports-touring  scene  last  year — 
low-maintenance  shaft  drive,  trick  V-twin 
engine,  tubeless  tires — and  more.  More 
comfort,  with  a  cushy,  stepped  saddle.  A 
stylish  16-inch  rear  wheel.  And  more  to 
please  the  eye  of  the  beholder. 

The  CX500  Deluxe  has  what  it  takes 
to  go  all  the  way,  whether  you're  going 
for  the  weekend  or  for  weeks  at  a  time. 
The  high-rewing  496  cc  liquid-cooled 


eight-valve  80°  V-twin  engine  is  the 
slickest  setup  to  hit  the  middleweight 
class  in  a  long  time.  Smooth  enough  for 
horizon-chasing.  Spirited  enough  for 
sports  riding. 

When  the  weekend  is  over,  the 
CX500  Deluxe  keeps  on  going.  It's  the 
perfect  size  for  all-around  urban  riding. 
And  when  it  comes  to  good  looks,  it's  in  a 
class  by  itself — First  Class.  Special  Deluxe 
trim  touches  include  highlighted  black 
ComStar"^"  wheels,  polished  aluminum 
radiator  cowling,  chromed  front  fender, 
classy  new  tank  striping  and  polished 
engine  parts.  It's  a  look  that'll  turn 
heads  wherever  you  go. 

Looking  good  on  two  wheels  also 
means  looking  out  for  the  other  guy, 
watching  your  speed  and  riding  by 
the  rules. 

So  ride  by  your  Honda  dealer  and 
see  the  new  CX500  Deluxe.  It'll  give  your 
escapes  a  lot  of  style. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 
protection.  Model  availability  may  be  limited. 
For  free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda 
Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept.  CW49CXD,  Box  50, 
Gardena,  California  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages 
for  nearest  Honda  dealer,  (c  1979  AHM. 

HONDA.. 
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Spacious  four-man  tent  has  room  for  two  campers  and  all  camping  gear  and  can  make  camping  pleasant,  rattier  ttian  bearable. 


conlinued  from  /hii;i'  1 1 .v 

pulls  into  the  Shady  Rest  Trailer  Park 
Campground,  sets  up  the  six-sleeper 
trailer,  connects  the  electric  air  compre 
for  the  air  mattresses  to  the  cigar  lighu 
the  fairing  and  turns  on  the  Scenic  So 
stereo  radio/eight-track  tape  deck  on 
bike.  Within  an  hour  he  has  set  up 
folding  table,  lawn  chairs,  four-bui 
Coleman  stove,  awning,  and  double  n 
tie  gas  lantern.  Then  he  sits  back 
watches  his  neighbor  in  Space  29  pari 
Winnebago,  thinking  how  he  will  ani 
the  obligatory  "Say  there,  you've  got  al 
comforts  of  home." 

Any  style  of  motorcycle  camper,  i 
Bohemian  to  Kitchen  Sinker,  could  ta{ 
thiiee  week.  7000  mi.  tour  of  the  coi 
for  the  same  cost,  once  equipment  is 
chased.  What's  more,  any  style  of  mot< 
cle  camper  could  enjoy  himself  on  the 
However  a  motorcyclist  chooses  t 
camping,  there  are  easy  ways  and 
ways  to  do  the  same  thing,  expensive 
inexpensive  ways. 

For  the  most  primitive  motorc 
campers,  there  isn't  much  technique, 
flophouse  being  about  as  bad  as  anc 
Once  past  that  stage,  the  most  bas 
camping  gear  is  a  sleeping  bag.  and 
then  an  army  surplus  wool  blanket  o 
will  suffice  for  most  parts  of  the  v 
during  reasonable  weather.  Consid 


tank  bag  is  a  folding  stove  no  bigger  than  a 
pack  of  cigarettes,  an  8-oz.  can  of  Right 
Guard,  20-in-l  knife,  first  aid  kit,  two 
changes  of  underwear,  an  extra  shirt, 
3Smm  camera,  pocket-size  nylon  rainsuit, 
and  a  notebook  with  the  words,  "great 
American  novel"  scrawled  on  the  cover. 
His  tent  is  the  latest  3-lb.  quonset-style 
mountain  tent  from  Stephenson  Warmlite 
and  his  sleeping  bag  has  8  in.  loft  from  the 
6  lb.  of  prime  northern  Swedish  goose 
down.  He  camps  in  state  parks  and  na- 
tional forest  campgrounds. 

The  Well  Equipped  Camper  is  easy  to 
recognize.  On  the  front  of  his  BMW  R80  is 
a  Windjammer  fairing  and  on  the  back 
there  are  Krauser  saddlebags.  There  is  no 
top  box  on  the  rack  which,  instead,  holds  a 
Eureka  Timberline  four-man  tent  and  a 
Dacron  Il-filled  sleeping  bag.  Inside  the 
saddlebags  are  two  complete  changes  of 
clothes,  two-burner  propane-powered 
stove,  cooking  kit,  wash  basin,  soap,  clean- 
up kit.  sweater,  air  mattress,  food  for  the 
next  two  meals,  a  collapsible  water  carrier, 
lighter,  collapsible  saw.  and  enough  room 
to  carry  a  six-pack  of  Billy  Beer  back  to  his 
brother  in  Wisconsin.  In  the  fairing  are  the 
first  aid  kit.  rain  suit,  ground  cloth,  camera 
and  film.  The  Well  Equipped  Camper  can 
be  found  in  any  kind  of  campground, 
primitive  or  developed. 


Finally,  there's  the  Kitchen  Sink 
Camper  who  carries  everything  but.  in.  on. 
or  behind  his  Gold  Wing  equipped  with 
custom-painted  fairing,  California  Fats 
saddlebags.  Scoot  Boot,  Mallots  light-bar, 
and  pulling  a  400-lb.  camping  trailer.  The 
floor  boards  are  almost  scraping  when  he 


Small  single-burner  propane  stove  can  fit  in 
a  iacl<et  pocket  when  folded  but  is  less  stable 
and  more  difficult  to  use  than  larger  model. 


Ci 


\>urner  propane  stove  can  heat  water  quickly,  but  is  controllable,  folds  into  a  compact  box. 


a  usable  sleeping  bag  can  be  pur- 
:d  at  a  discount  store  for  $20  or  less, 
lardly  worth  considering  the  wool 
cet  alternative. 

rists  and  mountain  climbers  will  ar- 
he  various  merits  of  different  sleeping 
but  their  reference  points  are  differ- 
han  those  of  motorcyclists.  Unless  a 
Tcycle  camper  will  be  using  a  sleeping 
for  other  uses,  in  which  he  needs 
;ction  down  to  —40°,  it  doesn't  make 
;  to  spend  the  extra  money  on  a  top 
1  bag.  There  are  reasons  for  buying  a 
1  filled  sleeping  bag,  which  is  more 
nsive. 

)wn  filled  sleeping  bags  provide  more 
nth  (actually  insulation)  than  any 
•  kind  of  bag  and  the  best  grades  of 
;  down  do  a  better  job  than  duck 
I.  They  do  this  by  yielding  the  greatest 
or  in  other  words,  they  expand  when 
leeping  bag  is  unstuffed  more  than  a 
A'ith  less  loft.  That  means  a  sleeping 
vith  about  2  lb.  of  down  filling  can  be 
d  into  a  much  smaller  package  than  a 
Dacron  bag  which  would  offer  about 
ime  warmth.  Two  points  against  the 
bag  are  the  price,  about  $100  for  a 
one  and  two-three  times  that  for  a 
one,  and  its  lack  of  insulation  when 
For  $20-$30  you  can  get  a  3  lb. 
)n  Il-fiUed  bag  which  will  be  bulky 


but,  if  it  gets  wet.  still  offer  protection. 

Whatever  kind  of  sleeping  bag  you  have, 
just  make  sure  it  is  carried  in  a  waterproof 
wrapper  of  some  kind.  It's  possible  to  wrap 
a  sleeping  bag  in  the  tent  groundcloth.  but 
that  means  it  has  to  be  unwrapped  before 
the  tent  can  be  set  up.  If  your  sleeping  bag 


Despite  bulky  appearance  of  ttie  load,  total 
weight  of  the  loaded  motorcycle  with  two 
riders  is  within  GVWR  limits.  Everything 
needed  for  extended  travel  is  included. 


didn't  come  with  a  waterproof  stuff  sack, 
you  can  buy  one.  And  don't  keep  a  sleep- 
ing bag  tightly  packed  when  not  in  use. 
That  can  decrea.se  the  loft,  particularly 
with  natural  fibers. 

That  stuff  sack  can  be  particularly  valu- 
able for  the  campers  who  learned  in  the 
Boy  Scouts  that  all  one's  worldly  goods  can 
be  carried  in  a  rolled  up  sleeping  bag.  All 
tho.se  things,  particularly  clothing,  carries 
better  inside  a  stuff  sack. 

Once  equipped  with  a  sleeping  bag.  the 
next  order  of  business  is  a  tent.  Any  tent 
from  a  $20  two-man  A-frame  tent  to  expe- 
dition-quality mountain  tents  costing  sev- 
eral hundred  dollars,  can  suffice. 

The  kind  of  tent  for  you  depends  on 
what  you'll  be  using  it  for.  For  occasional 
use  on  motorcycle  trips  for  one  person,  a 
small,  light  two-man  tent  works  fine.  Most 
roll  into  an  easily  carried  log  shape  and 
weigh  about  5  lb.  I've  carried  such  a  tent 
for  six  years  and  used  it  camping  in  a 
dozen  states  and  provinces,  from  Mexico 
to  Alaska,  and  been  quite  satisfied. 

There  are  reasons  for  other  tents,  how- 
ever. If  more  than  one  person  will  be 
sleeping  in  the  tent,  the  basic  two-man  tent 
just  isn't  big  enough  for  convenience.  If 
the  tent  will  also  be  used  for  mountaineer- 
ing, a  sturdier  design  makes  sense.  Even  if 
a  solo  motorcyclist  will  be  spending  more  > 
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than  just  nights  in  the  tent,  a  larger  tent  is 
worthwhile. 

Consider,  for  instance,  the  differences 
between  a  two-man  and  four-man  A- 
frame  tent  hke  the  Eureka  Timberline.  The 
two-man  has  only  enough  headroom  for 
sitting.  Getting  into  or  out  of  the  two-man 
tent  requires  a  person  to  crawl  in  on  all 
fours,  a  muddy  mess  when  it's  raining. 
Even  changing  clothes  in  a  two-man  tent  is 
a  two-man  job,  but  there's  not  room  for 
two  people.  There's  less  volume  in  the  two- 
man  tent  so  more  moisture  collects  on  the 
walls,  if  the  tent  is  a  waterproof  type. 

The  four-man  tent  has  enough  head- 
room for  a  person  to  stand  slightly 
hunched  over,  but  it's  high  enough  to  make 
entry-exit  and  clothes  changing  a  much 
easier  task.  There  is  room  for  all  extra  gear 
to  be  stored  inside  the  tent.  The  sacrifice 
for  the  difference  is  an  additional  5  lb.  and 
a  slightly  larger  log-shaped  package  to 
carry.  Considering  the  differences,  the 
larger  tent  can  be  one  of  the  most  valuable 
extra  5  lb.  that  can  be  carried. 

Although  books  have  been  written 
about  tents,  there  are  a  couple  of  impor- 
tant points  to  note.  A  tent  can  be  either  a 
mountain  tent  (intended  for  high  winds, 
generally)  or  a  forest  tent  (made  for  less 
rigorous  conditions),  the  forest  tent  being 
adequate  for  most  motorcycle  camping. 
Tents  are  either  waterproof,  which  means 
they  are  not  porous  and  collect  condensa- 
tion on  the  insides.  or  water  repcllant.  in 


which  case  there  will  be  a  tent  fly.  or  outer 
covering,  which  keeps  rain  off  the  actual 
tent  and  allows  perspiration  to  pass 
through  the  tent  walls.  Under  the  widest 
variety  of  conditions,  the  double  wall,  or 
tents  with  flies,  will  provide  more  comfort. 

A  sleeping  bag  and  tent  will  provide 
overnight  protection  for  the  basic  motorcy- 
cle campers,  but  pit  stops  at  roadside  res- 
taurants will  be  required  to  keep  the 
tapeworms  at  bay.  To  be  self-contained 
requires  equipment  for  preparing  food. 

Done  properly,  it's  possible  to  buy 
ready-to-eat  food  that  requires  no  stove  or 
cooking  utensils,  but  that  adds  little  to  the 


enjoyment  of  motorcycle  camping  £ 
hardly  satisfies  the  T-worms. 

No,  it  takes  warm  food  to  make  a  car 
site  a  home.  This  can  be  done  with 
carrying  a  stove,  provided  you  are  can 
to  find  primitive  campsites  with  firew< 
available.  That  requires  staying  away  fr 
the  campsites  listed  in  the  Sunset  or  R; 
McNally  campground  guides  as  the  W 
nebago  crowd  frequents  those. 

It's  much  easier  to  carry  your  own  stc 
and  even  necessary  for  cooking  in  mj 
campsites.  Simplest  and  smallest  stoves 
motorcycle  campers  are  the  single  bun 
gas  operated  models  like  the  Svea  and 


Electric  air  pump  inflates  air  mattresses  in  about  a  minute,  is  smaller  than  a  foot  pump  orf 
pump,  and  has  low  current  draw  from  motorcycle  battery.  Costs  about  $10. 
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)  Taiwanese  copy,  the  Firelight.  For 
ional  use.  the  tiny  one-burners  will 
de  enough  heat  to  warm  a  can  of  stew 
■  in  the  can  or  in  the  flimsy  aluminum 
cooking  set  which  seemed  like  a 
idea  at  the  time. 

tter  yet  is  a  two-burner,  propane- 
ited  stove  and  cast  aluminum  or  stain- 
teel  cooking  utensils.  One  burner  will 
ken  up  with  a  coffee  pot  all  evening 
riorning.  while  the  other  burner  cooks 
leal.  Propane  is  much  easier  to  start 
egulate  than  gas  and  the  cost  is  within 
n.  Better  quality  cooking  equipment 
ist  longer,  heat  food  more  evenly,  not 
nashed  in  the  bottom  of  a  saddlebag 
n  general  provide  more  satisfaction 
le  additional  2  lb.  Again,  sometimes 
orthwhile  to  carry  extra  weight,  par- 
rly  if  you  will  be  spending  much  time 
mp  or  camping  with  several  people, 
ce  the  basics  are  taken  care  of.  it's 
to  begin  thinking  of  the  extra  equip- 
.  the  comforts  of  home, 
few  items  are  especially  important, 
hes  or  a  reliable  lighter  are  needed  to 
:he  fire  or  stove.  Matches  are  best  kept 
vaterproof  plastic  container  Just  be- 

you  never  crash  is  no  reason  to  not 
a  first  aid  kit.  If  you  will  be  camping 
primitive  campsite,  make  sure  you 
something  along  to  carry  in  water, 
psible  containers  are  great  for  this 
ake  up  little  space  and  practically  no 
It.  Most  places  on  our  continent  are 
entcd  by  mosquitos,  gnats,  flies,  etc. 
1  aren't  welcome  and  can  be  kept 

with  the  aid  of  insect  repellant. 
•eping  bag  doesn't  provide  much 


cushion  on  hard  ground.  An  Ensolite  pad, 
half-an-inch  thick  and  48  in.  long,  will  not 
only  soften  most  of  the  little  rocks  but 
insulate  the  sleeping  bag  and  contents 
from  the  cold,  cold  ground  below.  The 
foam  pad  can  wrap  around  the  tent  and  be 
carried  easily,  adding  little  bulk  and  only  a 
few  ounces.  An  air  mattress  which  will  last 
more  than  a  couple  of  times  will  be  heavy 
and  bulky.  Alternatives  are  the  self-inflat- 
ing air  mattress,  bulky  but  light,  and  the 
separate-tube  air  mattress  which  inflates 
easily,  is  compact,  and  has  easy-to-fill  indi- 
vidual vinyl  tubes  housed  in  a  nylon  wrap- 
per. Both  work  very  well. 

Travel  light  fanatics  are  probably 
shaking  in  hoi  or  at  the  thought  of  all  the 
weight  and  buik  mentioned  here,  but  it's 
possible  to  carry  enough  camping  supplies 
for  comfort  and  two  people  on  a  normal 
touring  motorcycle  and  not  exceed  the 
manufacturer's  recommended  gross  vehi- 
cle weight. 

The  sport-tourer  can  carry  it  all  in  a 
pack  on  the  back  seat  of  his  motorcycle, 
but  there  are  other  techniques.  A  tank  bag 
is  the  best  carrying  device  yet  created.  It 
carries  the  weight  up  forward  instead  of 
overloading  the  rear  wheel  of  the  motorcy- 
cle, and  the  tank  bag  can  be  removed  from 
the  motorcycle  easily.  Don't  like  big 
fiberglass  saddlebags?  Relax,  there  are 
small,  easily  removable,  nylon  saddlebags 
which  can  be  thrown  over  the  seat  and 
which  can  carry  more  than  a  large  tank 
bag.  Such  saddlebags  are  available 
through  camping  stores  or  bicycle  shops, 
as  the  throw-over  saddlebags  are  popular 
with  the  10-speed  set. 


If  you're  a  saddlebag-and-fairing  rider, 
the  problems  are  more  easily  solved.  Re- 
member the  description  of  the  Well  Equip- 
pad  motorcycle  camper?  His  fairing 
carried  all  equipment  needed  for  traveling 
and  for  setting  up  the  tent  so  the  sad- 
dlebags needn't  be  opened  to  set  up  camp. 
Once  the  tent  is  set  up  the  saddlebags  can 
be  carried  into  the  tent  and  unpacked. 

Is  it  really  as  cheap  to  travel  by  motorcy- 
cle as  mentioned  at  the  beginning?  Yes, 
figuring  a  motorcycle  will  average  40  mpg 
and  gas  costs  an  average  of  75  cents  per 
gallon,  the  motorcyclist  rides  an  average  of 
400  mi.  per  day  and  spends  $  10  per  day  for 
food  and  an  average  of  $3  per  night  for  a 
campsite,  the  cost  of  the  trip  across  country 
and  back  would  be  $365.  It  works  out  to 
$20  per  day.  20  mi.  per  dollar,  or  5.2  cents 
per  mile. 

Motorcycle  camping  is  certainly  more 
than  just  a  penny-pincher's  life  or  an  aber- 
ration. There's  even  a  club  for  motorcycle 
campers,  the  Brotherhood  of  Motorcycle 
Campers,  founded  half  a  dozen  years  ago 
by  Cliff  Boswell,  a  retired  school  teacher 
and  long-time  motorcyclist.  The  organiza- 
tion was  intended  to  promote  correspon- 
dence among  campers,  keep  a  register  of 
recommended  campsites  and  hold  re- 
gional group  campouts.  Members  volun- 
teer camping  space,  where  possible,  for 
other  members  to  camp  during  trips,  al- 
though this  is  intended  to  be  a  courtesy, 
not  an  excuse  for  freeloading. 

Anyone  interested  in  the  Brotherhood 
can  contact  President  Bill  Poteet,  9049 
Ferndale  Ave.,  Fontana,  Calif.  92335.  B8 


>sible  water  container  folds  into  a  pacl^age  smaller  than  a  pack  Candle  lantern  is  compact,  easily  carried,  and  puts  out  enough  light 
irettes  but  holds  a  gallon  of  water  and  is  easy  to  use.  so  a  camper  can  cook  after  dark. 
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Tien  it  comes  to 
around  perionnance, 
Kxiy  out-pertorms  Suzuki, 
e  in  point:  The  GS-IOOOE. 
fory  Quick.  Mighty 
stroke  DOHC  miU  deliveig 
ooth,  steady  power  ^j^pf^ 
long  trips.  -And  super 
relercrtion  for  passing. 
I  Mikxini  VM26  carbs  keep 
le  beast  fed  properly. 
Roller  bearing  crankshaft 
provides  high-RPM 
perlormance. 

And  Very  Nimble.  No  bike 
in  its  class  can  match  its  easy- 
handling  suspension  system. 
Chalk  that  up  to  air  forks 
up  front.  And  five  load  settings 
plus  4-way  damping  adjust- 
ments in  back.  '  ^ 

Double  Discs.  With  double 
disc  brakes  up  front  and  a  big 
disc  in  back,  there's  only  one 
word  to  describe  its  stopping 
power:  Precise. 

Beauty  and  Brawn.  The  big 
'E'  comes  with  such  fancy  stuff 
as  a  plush  dual-passenger 
saddle.  Halogen  headlight, 
electric  starting,  self- 
cancelling  tum  signals  and 
stylish  mag-type  wheels. 
Beautiful  thing  is,  it's  also  tough 
all  over.  Fender  to  fender,  it's 
put  together  to  stay  exactly 
that  way.  Together. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-IOOOE  is  one  of  the  world's 
great  performers. 


uzuki.The  perfonner. 


'  w 

'oundationNH ... 


ily:  wear  a  helmet,  eye  protection  and  appropriate  riding  apparel.  Member  Motorcycle  Sctfety  F6undation> 


Craven  Classic  Saddlebags 


■f 
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Ken  Craven  is  the  very  model  of  a 
modern  British  entrepreneur: 
witty,  sophisticated,  straightfor- 
ward, and  every  inch  a  gentleman.  Being 
an  inventive  fellow,  he  developed  fiber- 
glass saddlebags,  or  panniers,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago  when  he  wanted  a 
sturdy  means  of  carrying  luggage  on  his 
motorcycles.  A  lot  of  other  touring  motor- 
cyclists around  the  globe  were  interested  in 
the  same  so  Craven  has  sold  thousands  of 
sets  of  panniers  over  the  years. 

As  frequently  happens,  the  man  behind 
the  product  finds  other  things  to  do  and 
other  people  step  in  to  continue  produc- 
tion. While  Ken  Craven  is  no  longer  ac- 
tively involved  in  the  production  of  Craven 
equipment,  the  products  still  reflect  the 
same  kind  of  thinking. 

Many  other  companies  have  since  intro- 
duced saddlebags  but  no  one  has  ever 
offered  the  same  virtues  the  Craven  pan- 


niers offer.  Take  the  Craven  Classic  pan- 
niers, for  instance.  The.se  are  the  latest 
model  offered  by  Craven.  They  are  larger 
than  previous  Craven  bags,  holding  a 
claimed  39  liters  (about  1.35  cu.  ft.)  in  each 
bag.  Weight  is  a  moderate  26.5  lb.,  includ- 
ing carrier.  They  are  side  opening  and 
disconnect  from  the  carrier  so  as  to  be 
useable  as  luggage.  Like  all  Craven  equip- 
ment, they  are  made  of  laminated 
fibergla.ss. 

Used  to  be  that  all  saddlebags  were 
made  of  fiberglass,  but  then  there  was  a 
time  when  all  saddlebags  were  made  of 
leather,  too.  Today  Craven  is  the  only 
company  making  luggage-style  sad- 
dlebags of  fiberglass. 

Fiberglass  is  a  good  material  for  sad- 
dlebags; strong,  versatile,  and  it  adapts 
well  to  small  volume  production.  It's  also 
moderately  expensive,  particularly  when 
compared  to  the  latest  injection  molded 


plastics.  On  the  Classic  pannier 
fiberglass  is  '/s-in.  thick  overall  with 
such  as  the  edge  where  the  top  mate; 
the  body  of  the  bag  made  Vio  in.  thicl 
can  hold  a  special  neoprene  gasket. 

Because  of  the  construction,  the  CI 
are  enormously  strong.  A  150-lb.  ma 
bound  up  and  down  on  a  saddleba 
not  hurt  it.  The  Craven  literature  sa 
bags  will  act  as  rear  crash  bars  on  a  n 
cycle,  because  of  the  strength. 

No  less  sturdy  is  the  steel  carr 
which  the  panniers  mount.  The  d 
supplied  fit  our  long-term  Yamaha  I 
Special.  Main  carrier  tubes  were  V*-it; 
tube  with  Va  by  Va  in.  flat  steel  ext^ 
forward  to  the  passenger  footpegs.  i 

Mounting  the  carrier  to  the 
only  took  about  half  an  hour  but  i| 
another  half  hour  to  relocate  th^ 
signals  to  the  carrier.  The  main 
attaches  to  the  top  shock  mount  ai 
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C      Photo  by  Daw 


of  the  motorcycle  frame,  with  the 
;r  assembly  running  to  the  footpegs. 

top  part  of  the  carrier  forms  a  rack 
ind  the  seat.  On  the  carrier  sent,  the 

can  hinge  back,  after  loosening  two 
2  nuts,  so  the  hinged  .seat  of  the  sian- 
i  Yamaha  XS750  can  still  be  lifted,  a 
i  idea. 

ike  the  rest  of  the  equipment,  the  con- 
ions  between  the  bags  and  the  carrier 
ixceedingly  straightforward.  Too  much 
n  fact.  Rubber  grommets  are  held  by 
laped  strap  steel  on  the  back  of  the 
niers.  The  grommets  attach  onto  L- 
)ed  hooks  on  the  carrier,  when  the  bags 
mounted.  There  are  two  sets  of  grom- 
s  on  the  back  of  the  bags,  one  in  front 
one  in  the  rear,  both  about  a  third  of 
way  from  the  top  of  the  bags.  At  the 
om  of  the  bag.  on  the  back,  is  a  dzus 
:ner  which  is  held  by  a  backing  plate 
he  bags.  It  fastens  to  a  spring-clip  on 
lower  part  of  the  carrier. 

theory,  the  .saddlebags  mount  to  the 
er  by  slipping  the  two  top  grommets 

the  L-shaped  hooks,  then  the  dzus 
ner  twists  to  lock  the  bottom  of  the 

onto  the  carrier.  The  advantages  of 
ystem  are  that  the  bags  can  be  discon- 
;d  from  the  outside  and  the  mounting 
irdy.  The  disadvantages  of  the  system 
[lat  the  grommets  do  not  hook  over  the 
kets  easily,  the  dzus  fasteners  don't 
ys  line  up  just  right  and  two  padlocks 
provided)  are  needed  to  lock  the  dzus 
ners  clo.sed. 

an  owner  chooses  to  add  padlocks, 
won't  use  the  same  keys  as  the  keys 
h  operate  the  latches  on  the  bags, 
ng  our  testing  one  rider  closed  the 
lebags.  twisted  the  latch  closed,  re- 
;d  the  key  and  handed  it  to  another 

who  hopped  on  the  bike,  took  off 
1  the  road  and  had  the  cover  of  one  of 
addlebags  fly  open.  The  fault  wasn't 
the  latch  broke,  but  that  it's  possible  to 

the  bags  without  the  latch  actually 
ing  closed.  Being  more  careful,  we 
d  the  latches  had  to  be  twisted  closed 

we  heard  a  click,  then  the  key  re- 
id.  An  owner  could  get  used  to  the 
m.  but  there's  a  margin  of  error  possi- 
hat  shouldn't  exist, 
/erall  the  shape  and  style  are  pleasing 
igh.  For  relatively  large  bags,  the  Clas- 
ippear  trim,  with  a  molded-in  edge  on 
putside  and  a  wrinkle-finish  band 
nd  the  outside  edge.  They  are  avail- 
in  gloss  white  or  gloss  black  and  even 
one  of  the  tops  fell  open  and  scraped 
tavement  for  half  a  mile,  the  surface 

t  unduly  marred,  testimony  to  the 
y  construction. 

cause  the  bags  are  relatively  rectangu- 
liey  are  ea.sy  to  load,  once  removed 
the  bike.  They  mount  relatively  low 
ar  forward,  the  better  to  not  interfere 
handling,  and  were  32.5  in.  wide 
mounted,  about  average.  Unfortu- 
for  their  size  there  is  an  important 
which  can't  be  carried  in  the  bags:  a 
it.  Without  making  the  bags  mount 


farther  to  the  sides,  the  inside  wall  of  the 
bag  could  be  bulged  out  an  extra  two 
inches  in  the  middle  and  room  made  for  a 
helmet.  We've  become  accustomed  to  stor- 
ing helmets  in  saddlebags  when  out  shop- 
ping or  using  motorcycles  for  transporta- 
tion and  miss  the  convenience  ofl'ered  by 
many  of  the  other  saddlebags  available. 

Water  sealing  of  the  two-edged  gasket 
was  very  good.  After  riding  through  half 
an  hour  of  rain,  we  checked  the  bags  and 
found  them  dry  inside.  But  they're  not 
completely  waterproof  After  finding  the 
bags  to  remain  dry  under  ordinary  condi- 
tions, they  were  soaked  with  a  hose  and 
some  water  entered  the  bags.  Overall,  seal- 
ing is  very  good.  A  couple  of  weeks  later, 
however  we  noticed  the  chromed  brackets 
which  hold  the  rubber  handles  were  rust- 
ing. 


Like  so  many  other  British  products,  the 
Craven  Classic  saddlebags  are  totally 
straightforward  and  sturdy  as  houses.  For 
the  person  who  values  strength  over  ail 
other  qualities.  Craven  bags  are  just  the 
ticket.  When  it  comes  to  convenience, 
however,  a  number  of  more  recent  and 
ingenious  products  outstrip  the  traditional 
Cravens  and  may  be  better  value  for  the 
money. 

Craven  equipment  is  available  to  fit  a 
large  variety  of  old  and  new  motorcycles 
(including  many  vintage  British  bikes)  and 
is  available  in  the  U.S.  from  Tom  Ander- 
son. P.O.  Box  472.  Freeport.  III.  61032. 
Price  of  a  set  of  Classic  saddlebags,  includ- 
ing appropriate  carrier  and  attachments,  is 
S325.  Other,  less  expensive,  saddlebags  are 
also  available  from  Craven. 


by  Steve  Kimball 
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Honda'ii  Hot  XR  Enduros. 

The  Four-Stroke 
Advantage. 


4m 


XR500.XR250.XR185.  Honda's  lean- 
and-mean  XR  family.  Remember  them, 
because  they're  going  to  mal<e  the 
world  of  enduro  competition  look — 
and  sound — a  lot  different:  four- 
stroke  different. 

Each  bike  was  designed  around  a 
total  concept — to  be  the  best  enduro 
machine  in  its  class — and  has  all  the 
trick  items  you'd  expect. 

Check  these  goodies:  Long-travel 
suspension  with  leading-axle  forks 
and  inverted,  lay-down,  gas-charged 
rear  shocks.  Aluminum-alloy  skid 
plates.  Tough  D.I.D.  rims  laced  to 
lightweight  conical  hubs.  Diamond- 
configuration  frames  that  increase 
rigidity  without  increasing  weight. 

The  XR  advantages. 

All  the  XRs  have  the  edge  in  Honda 
four-stroke  engineering.  Low-rpm 
torque  and  high-speed  power  take 


the  rough  stuff  in  stride,  with  the 
added  bonus  of  Honda's  reputation 
for  four-stroke  reliability.  Advanced 
technology  features  like  hot- 
sparking,  maintenance-free  CD 
ignition  systems  help  keep  this  off- 
road  trio  running  at  full  potential, 
and  make  the  most  of  superior  four- 
stroke  fuel  economy. 

Each  of  these  Honda  enduros  has 
primary  kickstarting  with  automatic 
compression  release.  And  there's  a 
set  of  genuine  Honda  High  Per- 
formance Options  available  for 
each  engine. 

Exclusive  traction  tricks. 

When  it's  time  to  translate  power 
into  performance,  the  big  XRs  have 
an  exclusive  advantage:  Claw-action 
enduro  tires.  These  Honda-designed 
ground-grabbers  have  broad  knob 
faces  to  put  more  tire  down 
where  it  counts.  The  tread  cen 
ter  flexes  inward,  allowing  the 
claw-action  knobs  to  pene- 
trate and  grip  the  dirt  for 
better  traction. 
And  only  Honda 
has  them  I 
Honda's  taken 
care  of  detail  items, 
too:  Folding  brake 
and  shift-lever  tips 
help  prevent  bent 
or  broken  levers  and 
shafts.  Tripmeters 
with  big  numbers, 
and  reset  knobs  you 
can  turn  while  wearing 
gloves.  Generous  tool 
kits  in  rear  fender-mounted 
bags.  And  combination 
headlight/number  plates. 

XR500:  New  l<ing  of  the 
off-road. 

With  its  advanced  497  cc 
OHC  four-valve  engine 
and  long-travel 
suspension,  the  XR500 
looks  like  the  open- 
class  bike  to  beat.  It's 
got  more  muscle  than 
any  other  production 


enduro  four-stroke — 33.4*  hp 
6500  rpm — with  less  vibration 
thanks  to  dual  engine  counter- 
balancers.  And  its  23-inch  front 
lays  a  longer  footprint  on  the  c 
to  roll  over  obstacles  more  easi 
help  you  steer,  corner  and  brak 
better. 

There's  a  whopping  8.8  inch 
travel  up  front  and  the  shocks 
7.8  inches  of  rear-wheel  mover 
Ground  clearance  is  1 1  inches, 
dry  weight  is  only  271  pounds 
four-stroke  in  its  class. 


0:  More  of  the  same, 
lighter. 

ew  24.6*  hp  five-speed  Honda 
3  gives  away  nothing  in  tech- 
y  and  features  to  its  bigger 
?r.  And  it's  even  lighter  at  252.5 
is  dry  Like  the  XR500,  the 
)  was  developed  around  a 
h  front  wheel  and  OHC,  four- 
four-stroke  engine. 

S:  A  new  lightweight  tiger. 

ttle  beauty  might  just  teach  a 
lessons  before  the  season's 


over — especially  when  the  course 
demands  agility  The  six-speed  XRI85 
weighs  only  216  pounds  dry — as 
light  as  its  major  two-stroke  compet- 
itors. Add  long-travel  suspension, 
1 1.2  inches  of  ground  clearance,  18* 
hp  and  claw-action  tires  and  you've 
got  a  machine  that'll  maneuver 
through  the  tight  stuff  like  a 
jackrabbit. 

The  new  Honda  XR  enduros. 
They're  really  at  home  in  the  dirt.  But 
right  now,  they're  at  your  Honda 
dealer  See  him  today. 


*SAE  net  taken  at  the  crankshaft. 
Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 
protection  when  riding.  Designed  for 
off-road,  operator  use  only  Check  local  laws. 
Availability  and  specifications  subjea  to  change 
without  notice.  For  free  brochure,  write: 
American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept. 
CW49XR,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247. 
See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer, 
(g)  1979  AHM. 


HONDA.. 

COINC  STRONG  ! 


Cc[  jterial 


EVAWATION 


Silhouette  Fairing 


ost  fairings  available  today  fall 
into  one  of  two  categories:  barn 
doors  or  belly  button  protectors. 
One  rather  intriguing  variation  of  the  basic 
barn  door-style  fairing  is  the  Silhouette. 
It's  intriguing  because  from  some  angles  it 
doesn't  appear  to  be  a  barn  door-type 
fairing  because  it  doesn't  appear.  Made  of 
clear  (or  smoked)  plexiglass,  the  Silhouette 
is  completely  transparent. 

The  Silhouette  also  is  different  from 
most  large  fairings  because  it  mounts  dif- 
ferently. It  looks  like  a  conventional  han- 
dlebar-mount fairing  but  it's  not,  exactly. 
Two  chrome-plated  steel  rods  run  from 


clamps  on  the  handlebars  up  inside  the 
fairing  and  bend  down  again  where  the 
fairing  clamps  to  the  rods.  The  only  other 
connection  between  the  bike  and  the  fair- 
ing is  where  the  lower  extensions  of  the 
fairing  hug  the  fork  tubes. 

Silhouette  calls  the  mounting  a  "chassis 
mount"  system.  According  to  the  makers, 
there  is  supposed  to  be  some  flex  and  the 
plexiglass  is  supposed  to  break  off  the 
mounts  intact  in  the  event  of  a  crash,  not 
damaging  the  rider  or  the  fairing. 

In  use.  the  mounting  system  has  one 
huge  advantage  over  most  large  fairings; 
it's  easy  to  remove.  The  first  time  the 


fairing  is  installed,  it  takes  about  hall 
hour  to  put  on.  Once  done,  the  fai: 
easily  can  be  taken  off  in  a  minute 
installed  in  two  minutes.  So  in  less  t 
than  it  takes  to  put  on  a  rainsuit.  a  fai 
can  be  installed  for  protection  from 
elements.  And  no  longer  is  the  rider  foi 
to  ride  behind  a  big  fairing  all  year  aro 
Just  because  it  usually  takes  half  a  da 
remove  the  fairing. 

What  takes  most  of  the  time  installin 
removing  most  fairings  is  the  electt 
work  of  connecting  the  lighting  to 
fairing.  But  on  the  Silhouette  the  fai: 
wraps  around  and  behind  the  headi 


"-■  ■  '  f  ■. • : ^y/'m!:  ■    -.  ^ - 


ignal  lights  on  the  motorcycle.  Neat, 
'iring  and  no  problems, 
iring  the  evaluation  the  fairing  was 
ited  on  two  motorcycles,  a  Suzuki 
iO  and  a  Yamaha  XS750  Special.  The 
fairing  will  fit  most  motorcycles 
:  and  special  models  are  available  to 
e  Gold  Wing,  Yamaha  XS  Eleven, 
ia  CX5(X),  Moto  Guzzi  and  Harley- 
dsons. 

lat  sells  fairings,  though,  is  not  how 
they  are  to  take  off  but  what  they  do 

they're  on  the  motorcycle.  In  the  case 
:  Silhouette,  it  does  very  nicely,  thank 
At  34  in.,  it's  as  wide  as  a  normal 
ig  and  it  extends  40  in.  from  top  to 
m.  which  is  more  than  enough  in  that 
tion.  And  because  the  fairing  mounts 

close  to  the  rider,  overall,  it  gives 

protection.  What  it  doesn't  do  is 
de  quite  the  same  degree  of  still  air 
he  best  frame  mount  fairings  provide, 
a  passenger  is  going  to  get  a  little 
breeze  than  is  common  with  the  best 
;  biggest.  But  the  amount  of  protec- 
is  greater  than  any  ordinary  han- 
r-mount  fairing  and  very  close  to 
;  as  good  as  the  basic,  big  barn  door, 
e  the  difference  is  noticed  most  is 
id  the  kidneys  and  down  low.  This  is 
:  the  usual  handlebar  mount  units  are 
and  the  big  fairings  work  well.  The 
uette  falls  in  ihe  middle, 
ere  is  no  shortage  of  protection 
id  the  face  and  head.  At  least  not  if 
ilhouette  is  used  as  sent.  On  either  of 
wo  motorcycles  the  Silhouette  was 
Ued  on.  it  extended  nearly  half  a  foot 
;r  than  it  should  have.  The  instruc- 
say  the  fairing  can  be  tilted  back  to 
:ase  overall  height.  Didn't  work. 
;'s  no  way  to  tilt  the  Silhouette  that 
ack.  It's  just  too  tall.  Of  course  the 
on  is  to  saw  off  the  top  of  the  fairing 
a  sabre  saw.  which  is  easy  to  do  and 
5  very  well.  It's  better  to  allow  the 
laser  to  saw  off  excess  material  than 

the  fairing  too  short  for  some,  we 
3se. 

iw  about  distortion  through  the  fair- 
Not  bad.  considering.  In  the  see- 
gh  portion  the  distortion  is  minimal, 
t  the  same  as  a  good  quality  wind- 
i.  But  where  the  fairing  bends  around 
landlebars  there's  noticeable  distor- 
And  it  is  nice  to  be  able  to  see  exactly 
:  the  front  wheel  is  going,  particularly 
:gotiating  dirt  roads  or  in  close  quar- 
The  Silhouette  doesn't  provide  the 

feeling  of  bulk  that  even  most  han- 
r  mount  fairings  do. 
it  of  all  is  the  price:  $84.95  for  the 
and  $89.95  for  the  tinted  model.  So 

the  Silhouette  doesn't  offer  the  best 
ction  or  doesn't  provide  any  storage 
as  do  many  of  the  largest  fairings,  it 

excellent  value  for  the  money  and 
3nvenience  of  not  having  to  have  a 

g- 

lilable  from  Silhouette  Fairings,  P.O. 
672,  Martinsville,  Ind.  46151.  (317) 
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HARLEY-DAVIDSOlflHAS  NEVER  FORGOHEN 
THE  BASK  REIATIONSNIP 

BETWEEN  MIAN  AND  MOIORCYCLL 

You  don't  forget  with  Willie  G.  around.  He 
examines  the  state  of  the  art  with  a  critical  eye 
and  acts  on  inspiration. 

With  the  limited  edition  1979  Electra  Glide 
Classic,  his  touch  comes  to  touring: 

A  two-tone,  tan  and  creme,  paint  job. 
Highlighted  in  hand-painted  brown 
pinstriping. 


HI 

eels  { 


Distinctive,  black,  16-spoke  cast  wheels 
a  special  black  air  cleaner  grill. 

A  1936  "flying  wheel"  decal  on  a  classic 
fat-bob  gas  tank. 

Special  black  wrinkle  finish  on  selected 
engine  parts. 

And  lest  those  lurking  in  the  rear  view  m 
forget  what  they're  following,  twin  antique 
Harley- Davidson  medallions  behind  the 
saddlebags  identify  it  as  the  crown  jewel  of  tl 
Harley  line. 


•Shown  is  the  new,  lower.frame  mounted  seat.  Also  available  is  our  exclusive  spring  and  shock  mounted  Comfort-Flex*  seal. 
We  support  the  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation  and  the  A.M.  A.  and  believe  in  safety  first.  Always  ride  with  lights  and  helmet.  Specifications  subject  to  change  withe 


Luxurious?  Take  a  look  at  the  standard,  king 
tour-pak?  Notice  the  velvet-like  finish  inside, 
the  wall  pockets  that  keep  often  used  items 
y  accessible. 

But  luxury  and  attention  to  detail  should 
s  as  no  surprise.  Beneath  Willie's  strokes  of 
ng  genius,  it's  all  Electra  Glide?  From  essen- 
like the  muscular  80  cu.  in.  V-Twin  and  heavy 
suspension,  to  details  like  the  inclusion  of 
ing  boards  and  extra- wide  touring  whitewalls. 
jring  machine  of  legendary  comfort  and  load 


carrying  capacity. 

The  1979  Electra  Glide  Qassic,  like  all 
Harley- Davidson  heavyweight  motorcycles,  is  a 
hybrid.  A  mixture  of  science  and  art  that  can 
only  come  from  an  uncompromising  philosophy, 
over  75  years  of  touring 
experience,  and  the  unique 
touch  of  Willie  G.  ...   ^  ^ 

Harley-Davidson 

UNTIL  VOirVE  BEEN  ON  A  HAMEV-IMnnDSON, 
YOU  HAVENT  BEEN  ON  A  MOTOROCLL 


;ep  insurance  a)sts  down;  lock  your  bike.  Follow  owners  manual  for  maintenance. 


L979  Fat  Bob  Super  Glide 
Available  now  with  an 
80cu.in.V-TVin. 


NOW  THE  ULTIMATE  STREET  BIKE 
ISAMATHROFCHOICE. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSOITHAS  NEVER  FORGOTTEN 
THE  BASK  RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN  MAN  AND  MOTDRCYCLL 

In  motorcycling,  as  with  everything  else  in  life,  there 
is  an  opportunity  to  climb  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
To  be  number  one.  It's  also  a  fact  of  life,  that  only  a 
relative  few  have  what  it  takes  to  go  to  the  top, 

For  those  who  do,  two  awesome  choices 
wait:  We'll  start  with  the  more  familiar.  The 
1979  Super  Glide* 

It  is  the  essence  of  V-Twin  torque.  1200cc's  of  it. 
A  stock  street  cycle  with  the  ability  to  pull  off  20  to  50 

We  support  the  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation  and  the  A.M.A.  and  believe  in  safety 


m.p.h.  in  5  seconds  flat  without  shifting!  Even  w 
passenger  on  board. 

That's  more  than  an  incredible  show  of  pow( 
That's  the  kind  of  ready-when-you-need-it  benefi 
vital  in  the  real  world  of  Peterbilts,  Greyhounds 
station  wagon  drivers  who  "just  didn't  see  you'.' 

Now,  for  your  second  choice,  a  bike  with  the 
styling  you've  asked  for— the  Super  Glide  "Fat  I 
Its  classic  Fat  Bob  tank  is  split,  with  the  instrum 
pod  mounted  down  the  middle.  It  gives  the  bike  a 
different  look  and  the  rider  a  different  perspecti\ 
the  gauges. 

Introducing  The  80  Cu.  In.  Engine:  Additioi 

first.  Always  ride  with  lights  and  helmet.  Help  keep  insuraiKe  costs  down; 


nsidered  comfortable  by  all  people? 
ittle  story  here.  When  Suzuki  intro- 
I  their  GS750  to  the  motorcycle  press, 
£st  riders  were  flown  to  Montana 
:  they  were  allowed  to  ride  a  coUec- 
)f  new  Suzukis  through  the  moun- 
of  the  Northwest.  Wonderful  time, 
ich  of  the  motorcycles  had  a  different 
and  the  test  riders  were  asked  to 
ite  the  seats,  letting  Suzuki  know 

was  the  most  comfortable  seat.  It 
out  the  seat  the  Cycle  World  rider 

most  comfortable  wasn't  the  seat 
i  by  the  majority.  The  moral  of  the 
s  that  you  should  try  out  any  seat  you 
inking  of  buying,  before  you  buy  it. 
may  be  comfortable  for  us  may  not 
nfortable  for  you. 

/ou're  unhappy  with  your  present 
there  are  four  venues  to  consider, 
you  can  replace  your  seat  with  a 
mt  seat.  There  are  plenty  of  busi- 
offering  replacement  seats.  Two. 
m  add  some  sort  of  cushion  to  your 
It  seat.  There  are  air  cushions,  water 
)ns,  and  sheepskin  covers.  Three,  you 
ive  your  seat  rebuilt  by  a  competent 
sterer  who  can  change  the  shape  and 
;ss  of  your  present  seat.  Four,  you  can 

epiacement  seats  are  available  in 
several  styles,  some  of  them  offering 
i  more  style  than  comfort.  Chopper 
s  have  been  buying  custom  seats 
•  than  touring  riders,  so  there  are  a 
businesses  making  custom  chopper 
While  the  chopper  seats  are  de- 
I  for  style  rather  than  comfort,  there 
efit  in  the  existence  of  chopper  seat 
inies.  It  means  there  are  businesses 
le  of  making  seats,  now  that  there's  a 
ig  market  for  custom  touring  seats, 
out  the  chopper  seat  guys  have  taken 
iking  custom  touring  seats, 
ile  just  about  anything  would  be  an 
vement  over  some  stock  motorcycle 
not  all  custom  seats  will  please  all 
.  There  are  different  shapes  and 
of  custom  seats,  from  the  narrow. 
:rated  chopper  models  to  the  big 
e  bucket  styles.  Touring  riders,  gen- 
are  buying  the  large  bucket-style 
Some  have  two  buckets,  some  just 
I  bucket  in  front  and  a  small  flat  area 
:k  and  offer  little  comfort  for  a  pas- 
r.  Actually,  the  bucket-type  seats  are 
d  like  an  old  tractor  seat,  but  with 

ng- 

;  all  the  buckets  are  shaped  the  same, 
are  wider  than  others,  some  have 
foam  than  others,  some  are  tilted  at 
:nt  angles  than  others. 
?ther  approach  to  custom  seats  is  the 
n  Solo  Saddle.  Instead  of  making  a 
»ed  full-length  seat,  the  Hardin  seat 
ilo  saddle,  much  like  Harley's  tradi- 
solo  saddle.  It's  possible  to  mount 
dIo  saddles  on  a  motorcycle,  one 
d  the  other.  Some  people  have 
ted  the  Hardin  seats  with  springs  or 
l-shocks  from  small  motorcycles,  to 
We  of  the  Harley-feel.  > 


SIMPLE  SIMONIZ: 

Simply  easier, 
simply  brighter  than 
any  leading  liquid 
or  pre-sof  t. 


otmiaifn 


Easier.  Brighter.  Simoniz.  It's  simple:  Simoniz  Pre-Soft  shines  easier  and  brighter 
than  the  leading  pre-soft  wax.  Simoniz  Liquid  shines  easier  and  brighter  than  the 
leading  liquid  wax.  There  are  shines  and  there  are  Simoniz  shines. 

SSS^  Simoniz  is  a  registered  trade  mark  of  Union  Carbide  Corporation,  270  Parl<  Avenue.  New  York.  N  Y  10017. 


Beat  the  cold  once  and  for  all  —  with 
Hippo  Hands  from  Vetter. 

These  fleece-lined  gauntlet  gloves  are 
designed  for  maximum  warmth  during 
cold-weather  riding,  yet  allow  plenty  of 
room  inside  for  operating  controls. 

And  they  easily  attach  to  your  han- 
dlebars in  minutes. 

Hippo  Hands.  Just  one  of  many  Vetter 
accessories  designed  to  make  your  road- 
riding  experience  . . .  even  better. 

See  your  local  dealer,  or  send  $1  for  our 
new  catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93401 


HIPPO 
HANDS 


They  Work  Better 
Than  They  Look 


APRIL  1979/139 
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Fines 

When  it  comes  to  all-around       reaction  associated  with  other 
performance,  nobody  out-  shaft  drives, 

performs  Suzuki  Super  Sxispension.  Suzuki's 

Case  in  point:  The  new  GS-850     exclusive  suspension  utilizes  infini- 
Shoft.  tely  adjustable  air  forks  up  front. 

Cxolted  Shaft.  Suzuki's  preci- 
sion-engineered shaft  is  a  techno- 
logical masterpiece.  Exceptionally 
smooth  and  responsive,  it  elimi- 
nates the  slack  and  rough  torque 


120( weren't  enough,  the  Fat  Bob  is  now 
ablei  our  massive  80  cu.  in.,  1340cc,  V-Twin. 
he  bit  power  plant,  the  lai'gest  dose  of  low-end 
ue  H;- Davidson  has  ever  put  at  your  disposal. 
LikeSuper  Glide,  Fat  Bob  will  also  feature 
ey-Dson's  sure  starting  V-Fire™  ignition 
em  ajll  include  a  high-flow  air  cleaner  that 
vs  mdr  to  reach  the  carburetor.  And  three  big 
braktvo  in  front,  one  in  bark)  provide  the 
!ssjii">)ping  muscle. 

For  J  both  bikes  feature  Buckhom  bars.  Not 
do  ttH)k  better,  you'll  appreciate  a  noticeable 
sase  iing  comfort. 


So  now  you  have  it.  The  ultimate  street  bike,  two 
different  ways.  Reflecting  over  75  years  of  constant 
refinements.  A  well-built,  carefully  crafted  motorcycle 
that  offers  incredible  low-end  torque,  immediate  pcjwer 
at  any  speed,  and  the  knowledge 
that  when  you're  on  it,  there's  noth- 
ing bigger.  This  is  the  last  move  up. 

Harley-Oavidson 

UimL  YOU^  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEV-DAVIDSON, 
YOU  HAVENS  BEEN  ON  A  MOTORCYCLL 


Dur  bikev  owners  manual  for  maintenance.  Specifications  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


Copyrighted  mal^ 


Protecting  Your  Rear 

Assorted  Cushions  to  Keep  Derrieres  From  Facing  the  Harsh  Realils  of 

Travel 


For  those  who  appreciate  opulence,  there's  the  '  inlay' 
seats  cost  $249.95.  Other  upholstery  items  are  optional. 


custom  seat  from  Custom  Dressers.  Custom  colors  and pattern&vailable.i 


W1  hat  makes  a  comfortable  motor- 
cycle seat?  Everyone  has  an  an- 
swer. Either  it  takes  softer  foam  or 
firmer  foam  or  springs  or  air  cushions  or 
water  cushions  or  cloth  covers  or  sheepskin 
covers  or  a  stepped  seat  or  a  backrest  or 
armrests  or  a  narrower  seat  or  a  wider  seat 
or  a  longer  seat  or  a  shorter  seat.  It  may  be 
ail  of  the  above,  some  of  the  above  or  none 
of  the  above,  but  it  is  also  what  we  haven't 
got. 

Most  new  motorcycles  are  equipped 
with  naugahyde-covered  torture  devices 
thought  up  by  pseudo-.sadists,  or  .so  it 
would  seem  after  a  500  mi.  ride.  Engineers 
have  provided  features  we  aren't  even  sure 
we  want,  but  they  haven't  come  up  with  a 
universally  comfortable  motorcycle  seat. 

C\)nsidering  all  the  permutations  possi- 


ble, it's  surprising  that  the  standard  Jap- 
anese or  European  motorcycle  has  always 
come  with  essentially  the  same  kind  of 
seat,  a  foam  lilled.  naugahyde  covered 
block,  sometimes  with  a  mild  rise  at  the 
rear  section  and  made  in  slightly  varying 
lengths  and  widths. 

Harley-Davidson.  of  course,  has  always 
marched  to  a  different  drummer  and  seen 
tit  to  be  more  in\entive  in  seat  design.  It 
may  be  the  only  part  of  the  motorcycle 
with  which  Harley-Davidson  has  been  in- 
venti\e  but  you've  got  to  give  them  some 
credit.  Most  famous  of  the  Harley  seats  has 
been  the  solo  saddle  shaped  the  same  as 
the  standard  John  Deere  tractor  seat,  but 
with  upholstery  and  a  spring  underneath  it 
that  provides  suspension. 

Harley 's  seats  for  two  people  have  been. 


in  the  past.  less  satisfa.  but  the| 
double  seat  from  Harlis  some 
shape  of  the  solo  saddLs  the  benl 
a  sprung  baseplate.  IJi'or  Harlef 

As  motorcycles  havomc  bette| 
to  travel  long  distance  re  peoplt 
used  them  for  tourinJ  more 
have  discovered  the  ll'f  the  stal 
motorcycle  seats.  Tht  some  gii 
that.  As  more  peopler.  more 
are  put  to  work  trying  eni  the  u| 
sally  comfortable  micle  seat, 
efforts  are  welcome. 

Before  getting  into)ossiblc  ci 
of  seats  and  cushiomsider  th| 
mutations  of  the  huiiody.  I 
human  faces  are  e>  alike.  t| 
should  follow  that  m  ahhh 
exactly  the  same.  So'ihould  oii 


And  our  two-  stroke 
single  is  the  sim- 
plest type  of 
engine  in  the 
world.  With  only 
seven  moving 


parts,  there  isn't  a  whole  lot  you 
have  to  worry  about. 


that  are  almost  impossible  to 
break  off,  Autolube  (to  auto- 


To  get  that  power  to  what- 
ever type  of  ground  you're  on, 
there's  a  smooth  and  precise 
5-speed  transmission.  Not  to 
mention  all  sorts  of  little  nice- 
ties like  complete  street-legal 
lighting  and  insti*umentation, 
center-mount  exhaust  system, 
primary  kick  start,  flex- 
ible fenders  and 
turn  signals 


matically  and  economically  mix 
your  gas  and  oil ),  and  a  surpris- 
ingly low  price. 

So  it's  no  wonder  lots  of 
people  who  already  have  one 
motorcycle  in  the  family  have 
decided  that  the  DTIOO  is  a 
perfect  second  bike. 

After  all,  what's  better  than 
a  second  bike  that  can  do  a  few 
things  most  fii*st  bikes  can't? 

YAMAHA 

When  you  krwiv  hoiv  tlteyre  built 


USED  PARTS 

HONDA 
Suzuki  BSA 
Yamaha  Norton 
Kawasaki  Triumph 

CYCLE  SALVAGE  INC. 
172  Frontage  Rd., 
West  Haven,  CT  06516 
CALL  (203)  993-1 609 


FACTORY  DIRECT 

Cycle  Trailers 

freight 


CARRIES  2  Cycles 
Third  Rail  Optional 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  -  800  -  558-0446" 
TIMBERLINE  TRAILERS 

S864  Eastwood  Trail.  West  Bend,  Wl  53095 


BIKE 
BOOTS 


Specially  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider; 
crafled  by  FRYE  exclusively  for  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLD  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  height;  roomy  square  toe 

•  Harness  strap  with  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  leather  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  Scuff  resistant  leather  toe  cap 
■  Special  reinforced  steel  shank 

under  arch 

•  Oeep'Cleated  VIBRAM*'  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand- 
stained  brown  cowhide  with  black 
toe  cap 

•  Sizes  6  thru  14;  widths  B,  0,  E.  EE 


$79.50  pet  pair  plus 
S3.00  postage  and 
handling 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  INC. 

Dept.  C-71,  P.O.  Box  468   Brockton,  Mass.  02403 


.  pairs  of  FRYE  Bike  Boots. 
 Color  . 


I  enclose  $_ 


.  □  Check     □  Money  Order 


Or,  charge  my   □  BankAmericard  D  Master  Charge 

1    I    I    1    I    I    I    I     I    I    I    I    I    I    I    1  I 
Bank  No.  , — , — , — , — .  Exp 
(M/C)       I    I    I    I  I 

Name  

Address  

City.  State.  Zip  


Date 


I    I     I    I  I 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


Wooly  Bully  from  F.I.  Kan  allows  air  circula- 
tion under  a  rider  and  improves  comfort. 
Ttiis  is  tfie  small  model,  a  larger  version 
covers  the  entire  seat. 
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Besides  the  Wooly  Bully,  some  motorcy- 
clists have  made  their  own  sheepskin  cov- 
ers or  had  covers  made  by  upholstery 
shops.  Sheepskin  covers  aren't  a  new  idea, 
they  were  used  before  motorcycles  had 
swing  arms,  but  they  may  be  more  useful 
today. 

Finally,  there's  the  Travel  Ease  Water 
Cushion.  Somewhat  like  the  Air  Seat,  the 
Water  Cushion  is  a  vinyl  bag  which  is  tilled 
with  water  and  strapped  to  a  seat.  It 
doesn't  have  the  same  sculptured  contours 
of  the  Air  Seat,  but  it  works  much  the 
same,  has  the  same  benefits  and  draw- 
backs. 

Option  Three,  the  reconstruction  of 
a  stock  seat  by  an  upholsterer 
working  to  the  owner/rider's  spec- 
ifications is  the  most  personal  of  your 
useful  options.  (We  assume  nobody  wants 
to  suffer,  and  that  if  the  stock  seal  doesn't 
work  for  you.  you'll  want  to  do  something 
about  it.) 

The  sequence  is  fairly  simple.  First,  ride 
with  the  stock  seat  until  you  know  if  you 
like  it.  and  if  you  don't,  what  you  don't  like. 
That  is.  too  low  or  too  high,  shaped  wrong, 
too  firm  or  too  soft,  whatever  the  dif- 
ference between  what  the  factory  thought 
would  work  for  the  average  rider  and  what 
you  figure  will  work  for  your  own  body. 

Next,  find  a  good  shop.  The  perfect 
solution  here  is  to  find  a  worker  who's  an 
excellent  upholsterer  and  a  motorcycle 


Allyn  Air  Seat  cushions  ride  but  interfere 
control  of  a  motorcycle.  It's  an  inexpe 
way  to  soften  the  ride. 


rider  and  already  working  with  motor 
seats.  He'll  know  what  material  will 
up,  and  he'll  understand  what  you're 
ing  about  and  why  you  want  to  chang 
seat,  and  he'll  know  how  to  shape  the 
and  the  cover  and  secure  the  cover  t. 
frame.  It's  not  hard,  that  last,  but  it 
always  like  working  on  easy  chairs,  so 
possible,  you're  better  off  not  getting  i 
with  which  the  upholsterer  has  serve 
motorcycle  apprenticeship. 

Where  and  how  do  you  find  this 
Word  of  mouth,  usually.  Ask  your  fr: 
if  they've  had  seats  redone,  and  how 
liked  the  work,  how  it  held  up.  Ani 
good  bet  is  vour  bike  dealer  or  repair ; 
Most  shops  need  to  have  seats  rebu 
recovered  and  few  of  them  have 
trained  in  the  work.  They've  been  i 
same  market  you've  been  in,  so  (we  \ 
they've  learned  who  does  good  worl 
who  doesn't.  If  these  techniques  fail, 
the  upholstery  shops  in  your  area,  p. 
special  attention  to  the  ones  working  i 
tops,  boat  covers  and  the  like.  They  v 
least  know  about  the  heavy-duty  fi 
and  vinyls  needed  for  bike  .seats,  whi 
man  specializing  in  antique  furniturt 
not. 

How  do  you  tell  what  you  want?  1 
why  you  need  to  have  ridden  the  bike 
while  and  why  it's  good  to  have  a 
familiar  with  bikes.  In  the  case  of  th 
show,  a  raised  number  done  on  a  F 


Typical  of  double-bucket  seats,  this  custom  saddle  from  Drag  Specialties  is  cover 
leather  costs  $190. 
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iterial 


)  pan  and  stock  foam,  the  owner  is  a 
/ith  long  legs  and  arms,  and  a  man 
as  been  caught  unaware  by  sudden 
in  the  trail.  He  rides  long  distances, 
lus  wanted  a  softer  seat  with  more 
ig  for  those  blows  to  the  spine.  His 
egs  (and  the  relatively  short  wheel 
and  low  seat  height  of  the  XL) 
d  a  taller  seat.  The  cover  was  re- 
l,  the  foam  was  sliced  horizontally 
two-inch  layer  of  hard  foam  glued 
;n  the  stock  sections.  The  raised-but- 
^ontoured  padding  was  covered  with 
black  vinyl  and  the  owner  says  it's 
ost  comfortable  bike  seat  he's  ever 
m. 

re  are  options  within  options.  The 
Dadding,  which  isn't  really  rubber  by 
ly,  comes  in  a  wide  choice  of  thick- 
and  density.  A  good  shop  can  shape 
im  the  stuff  into  any  curve  or  thick- 
ou  want.  Given  the  same  problem, 
tepped  stock  seat  with  the  step  in  the 
place,  a  good  shop  can  raise  the 
part  for  a  tall  rider,  or  trim  back  the 
section  for  a  solo  rider  who  likes  the 
ouch,  or  .  .  .  whatever  you  want, 
re's  a  choice  of  covers,  too.  The 
es  have  gone  into  patterns,  with 
d  strips  or  quilting,  and  the  after- 
t  guys  offer  fancier  still,  even  two- 
'  that's  your  preference.  You  can  get 
me  thing  from  the  good  shop;  a 
ate  of  the  stock  cover  but  different, 
trim,  or  perhaps  a  solid  color  con- 
g  your  bike's  paint, 
at'll  it  cost?  Depends  on  several 
The  upholsterer  must  be  paid  for 
e,  so  it  follows  that  a  more  elaborate 
and  cover  will  cost  more  than  the 
project  shown.  And  the  trim  may  be 
live;  the  better  grades  of  material 
r  more  than  the  bargain  stuff.  The 
own  was  reworked  for  $25.  A  more 
;d  padding  change  and  the  full  tuck- 
11  cover  could  go  for  at  least  twice 
'ou  could  pay  more  for  the  rebuild 
5r  an  over-the-counter  replacement 

you'll  get  exactly  what  you  wani.H 


Allyn  Air  Seat 

Box  576 

Lenox,  Mass.  01240 

E  Z  Berg  Custom  Contour 

8909-E  Complex  Dr. 
San  Diego,  Calif  92123 

Corbin-Gentry,  Inc. 

40  Maple  St. 
Somersville,  Conn.  06072 

Custom  Dressers 

6421  Cox  Ave. 

Oklahoma  City.  Okla.  73149 

Cycle  Seats  Dist.  Co. 

733  Salem 

Glendale.  Calif  91203 

Endura  of  California 

300  Cypress  Ave. 
Alhambra.  Calif  91801 

F.I.  Kan  Industries 

P.O.  Box  9134 

Fort  Worth.  Tex.  76107 


Hardin  Solo  Seat 
Hardin  Sales  &  Mfg. 

Rt.  2,  Box  174-A 
Scottsbluff.  Nebr.  69361 

J&J  Cycle  Seats 

P.O.  Box  9 

Smartsville.  Calif  95977 

Land  Tool  Company 

650  E.  Gilbert 
Wichita.  Kan.  67211 

LePera  Ent.  Inc. 

1 1070  Fleetwood  St. 
Sun  Valley.  Calif  91352 

Mr.  Seats,  Inc. 

7312  Laurel  Canyon  Blvd. 
N.  Hollywood.  Calif  91605 

Portco  Corporation 

4200  Columbia  Way 
Vancouver.  Wash.  98661 

Travel  Ease  Water  Cushion 
JML  Products,  Inc. 

PO.  Box  17808 
Milwaukee.  Wise.  53217 


\d  Monarch  seat  from  LePera  Enter- 
als typical  of  the  not-quite-chopper 
t  seats. 


Besides  a  full  range  of  normal  chopper  and  touring  seats,  Corbin-Gentry  makes  this  Mark  4 
model,  shown  with  the  optional  Cycle  Arms,  on  a  seat  for  a  Honda  Gold  Wing. 
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ReaTs  got  dynamite  tastei 
Strong...more  like  ahigh  tai: 


The  strong  tasting  low  tar. 


1978  R.J.  Reynolds  Toboccc 


mmmmmmmmmm 


VALUATIONS 


WINDJAMMER  FAIRING 
VETTER  SADDLEBAGS 


Soon  after  we  were  exposed  to  Ka- 
wasaki's behemoth  KZ1300,  it  be- 
came dear  that  this  megalocycle 
was  no  hot  rod.  It  was  a  luxury  louring 
sportster,  more  a  Ferrari  Daytona  than  a 
Ford  Cobra.  It  had  power  but  it  had  a  lot 
more,  like  smoothness,  easy  shifting,  and. 
we  thought,  good  load  carrying  capacity. 

The  other  big  touring  bikes  sold  in  this 
country,  like  the  Honda  Gold  Wing  and 
the  Yamaha  XSl  100.  are  most  commonly 
seen  adorned  with  fairings  and  sad- 
dlebags. It's  not  that  the  motorcycles  don't 
work  without  the  accessories,  just  that  the 
people  who  buy  large,  powerful,  comfort- 
able motorcycles  like  to  equip  them  for 
touring.  Because  the  owners  use  the  mo- 
torcycles -SO  equipped,  we  wanted  to  use 
the  Kawasaki  with  typical  touring  accesso- 
ries installed  and  see  how  it  worked. 

Kawasaki  will  be  introducing  its  own 
fairings  and  saddlebags  for  the  KZI300. 
but  the  products  weren't  available  when  we 
had  the  bike.  Enter  Craig  Vetter.  Vetter 
Corp.  won't  be  marketing  fairings  and 
saddlebags  for  the  KZI300.  but  did  offer 
to  adapt  existing  accessories  to  fit  the  bike 
so  we  could  both  evaluate  the  accessories 
and  see  how  the  mighty  Kawasaki  worked 
with  touring  accessories  added. 

There  are  a  few  difficulties  in  adapting 
acces.sories  to  the  big  Thirteen.  Most  ob- 
vious is  the  huge  gas  tank  which  is  wider 
than  any  existing  frame-mount  fairings. 
Standard  fairing  mounts  couldn't  clamp 
onto  the  frame  because  the  radiator  was 
mounted  where  the  fairing  mount  usually 
goes. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  new  Vetter  fac- 
tory in  San  Luis  Obispo.  California,  a 
couple  of  hundred  miles  up  the  coast  from 
the  Cycle  World  offices,  the  fairing  sad- 
dlebags had  been  installed.  The  fairing 
had  been  trimmed  back  where  it  fits 
around  the  gas  tank.  New  Series  IV 
mounts,  made  of  flat  steel  and  welded  up 
to  fit  around  the  radiator,  held  the  fairing. 
The  .saddlebags  mounted  easily,  the  half- 
inch  steel  frame  bolting  to  the  end  of  the 
frame  and  the  passenger  footpegs. 

After  gassing  up  the  1300.  the  bike  was 
ridden  to  a  favorite  winding  road  in  Cen- 
tral California  for  pictures.  On  the  way  to 
the  road,  the  rider  was  especially  cautious 
to  look  for  any  flaw  in  the  motorcycle's 
continued  on  pa^e  152 
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10  Winners.  Here's  your  chance  to  win  1  of  10 
very  special  GS-1000  streetbikes. 

These  unique  bikes  are 
specially  styled  after  the  record- 
setting  Pro  Stock  GS-1000  which 
drag  racing  star  Terry  Vance  rides. 

Each  has  been  detailed  and 
painted  to  match  Terry's  bike.  And  on  the  tank  there's 
a  special  "Limited  Edition"  medallion  with  Terry's 
signature. 

(You  can  bet  these  racy-looking  bikes  will  be 
sure-fire  collector's  items.) 

Winners  Get  Helmets,Too.  In  addition  to  a  free 


GS-1000,  all  ten  winners  will  receive  a  free  helmet 
Painted  like  Terry's  racing  helmet. 

Entry  Forms  At 
Participating  Suzuici 
Dealers.  To  enter  the 
free  drawing,  just  drop 
by  your  participating 
Suzuki  Dealer  for  an 
entry  form  and  full 
details. 

That's  it.  Nothing  to 
buy.  Of  course,  you  must 
have  a  valid  driver's 


OS-1000 


license  to  enter.  Sweepstakes  ends  April  30, 1979. 
So  visit  your  Suzuki  Dealer  right  away.  Good  luck! 

^^f^^^mmfms^im^         Free  Teny  Vance 

T-Shirt  For  Everybody 
Who  Enters.  See 

your  Suzuki  Dealer 
for  details. 


Sweepstakes  void  in  Gtah  and  the 
Maryland  county  of  Howard 
and  where  prohibited  by  law. 


Recently,  Terty  and  his  Pro  Stock 
GS-1000  blistered  the  quarter  in 
9-sec.  flat  and  reached  a  top  speed 
of  147.05  MPHI  Both  figures  are 
Pro  Stock  world  records. 


GS-1000,  THE  ALL-AROUND  PERFORMER. 

Mo  bike  in  its  class  out-performs  the  quick  and 
nimble  GS-1000.  Features  include  front  air  forks, 
muiti- adjustable  rear  shocks  and  mighty  4-stroke 
DOHC  powerplant. 

See  one  at  your  Suzuki  Dealer  now. 


Suzuki. 
The  peifonner. 


conlimied  from  page  1 49 

handling  caused  by  the  addition  of  56  lb. 
of  accessories.  He  didn't  notice  any.  Rid- 
ing up  and  down  the  road,  scraping  one 
side  and  then  the  other  while  flinging  760 
lb.  of  machinery  back  and  forth,  it  became 
apparent  that  Kawasaki's  latest  King 
Kongmobile  was  less  affected  by  the  added 
accessories  than  any  other  big  bike  we've 
tested. 

On  any  other  combination  we've  tried, 
there  have  been  noticeable  sacrifices  in 
performance  when  a  fairing  and  sad- 
dlebags were  installed,  but  an  acceptable 
sacrifice  when  considering  the  additional 
comfort  provided.  On  the  Kawasaki  there 
was  no  noticeable  sacrifice.  With  120  bhp, 
the  Kawasaki  rolled  along  like  a  steam 
roller,  with  fairing  or  without  it.  The  air 
forks  sunk  a  little  further  with  the  fairing 
aboard  during  stops  but  another  2  psi  of 
air  brought  the  performance  back  to  nor- 
mal. The  rear  shocks,  which  had  been  too 
stiff  for  comfort  unloaded,  became  more 
compliant  with  the  additional  load. 

If  anything,  the  Kawasaki's  overall  per- 
formance had  improved.  All  the  Thirteen's 
virtues  remained  plus  we  had  the  conve- 
nience of  the  saddlebags  and  the  protec- 
tion of  the  fairing. 

Riding  back  down  the  California  coast, 
staying  mostly  on  two-lane  back  roads,  we 
were  able  to  cruise  the  Kawasaki  at  extra- 
legal speeds  in  complete  security.  At  80 
mph  the  bike  wasn't  breathing  hard  and 
neither  were  we.  Heading  up  a  steep  hill, 
the  kind  that  slows  Volkswagens  down  to 
30  mph  and  forces  750  riders  to  drop  down 
a  gear  or  two,  we  opened  up  the  throttle 
and  watched  the  1300  silently  accelerate 
up  to  100  mph.  Down  the  other  side  the 
road  became  twisty  and  the  powerful 
brakes  and  stable  handling  allowed  us  to 
keep  up  the  fast  pace  without  any  excite- 
ment. 

Three  hundred  miles  later,  with  one  gas 
stop  in  between,  the  fully  adorned  Ka- 
wasaki was  back,  the  rider  relaxed  and 
both  were  ready  for  more. 

Together,  the  Kawasaki  and  Vetter  prod- 
ucts worked  admirably.  It's  not  a  matter  of 
one  being  superior;  neither  have  serious 
flaws.  The  combination  was  completely 
satisfying. 

It's  a  rare  person  who  can  make  form 
follow  function  and  come  up  with  a 
stylish  product.  To  do  so  requires  tre- 
mendous ingenuity  and  an  ability  to  think 
differently.  No  one  in  the  motorcycle  in- 
dustry is  more  creative  in  design  than 
Craig  Vetter.  It  shows  in  his  work. 

A  dozen  years  ago  Vetter  began  selling 
fairings.  His  fairings  were  different  from 
anything  else  on  the  market  at  that  time, 
they  were  full  fairings,  extending  in  one 
piece  from  the  windshield  down  to  a  shield 
around  the  engine.  They  were  sleek  look- 
ing fairings,  compact  and  rakish.  Begin- 
ning with  that  original  fairing,  Vetter 
gradually  modified  it,  expanding  it  in 
width,  making  it  more  upright  but  always 
retaining  a  characteristic  line.  Finally  the 


design  evolved  into  the  Windjammer  fair- 
ing in  1970.  Gone  was  the  lower  half  of  the 
full  fairing  which  wrapped  around  the 
engine.  Instead,  the  Windjammer  ex- 
tended only  as  low  as  the  bottom  of  the  gas 
tank  on  the  motorcycles  it  mounted  on. 
There  also  were  provisions  for  installing 
lowers,  or  extensions  for  more  protection. 

Beginning  with  the  first  Windjammer, 
the  Vetter  fairing  has  been  the  uncontested 
standard  of  the  industry.  After  the  Wind- 
jammer became  a  sales  success,  several 
other  companies  produced  their  own  ver- 
sion, some  of  which  were  exact  duplicates 
of  the  Vetter  shape  though  not  its  equal. 

The  original  Windjammer  was  a  success 
because  it  offered  an  original  style,  excel- 
lent protection  from  the  elements,  special 
conveniences  for  louring  motorcyclists, 
and  unsurpassed  quality.  With  a  package 
like  that,  it  couldn't  go  wrong. 

Three  models  later,  there's  the  Wind- 
jammer IV.  The  shape  is  the  same  soft 
wedge  first  seen  on  the  1967  Vetter  and 
later  recognized  in  the  Windjammer.  Only 
the  details  have  changed.  Now  the  signal 
lights  are  molded  flush  into  the  leading 
edge  of  the  fairing.  Beside  the  signal  lights 
are  housings  for  auxiliary  horns.  The 
headlight  has  been  moved  into  a  separate 
housing  in  front  which  can  be  adjusted  up 
or  down  by  turning  a  knob  on  the 
dashboard.  Over  the  righthand  storage 
area  is  a  new  molded  cover,  closed  with  a 
lock.  Over  the  lefthand  opening  there's  an 
upholstered  cover  with  a  pocket  inside. 
There  are  still  the  two  vents  in  the  wind- 
shield and  chrome  edging  first  offered  on 
the  1973  Windjammer  II.  hut  now  the 
Windjammer  is  made  from  a  molded  plas- 
tic and  finished  with  a  hard,  glossy  surface 
in  front  and  a  wrinkle-finish  on  the  inside. 
A  cigarette  lighter  is  now  standard  equip- 
ment. 

Vetter  fairings  have  always  mounted  to  a 
motorcycle's  frame,  rather  than  onto  the 
forks.  And  most  Vetter  mounts  were  simi- 
lar; steel  rods  clamped  onto  frame  down- 
tubes  curved  up  and  held  flat  steel  arms 


which  carried  the  fairing.  The  moi 
system  was  a  good  one.  easily  adapta 
a  wide  variety  of  motorcycles,  and 
most  other  fairing  manufacturers 
copied  the  Vetter  mounts  or  bought 
mounts.  The  first  deviation  from  thai 
dard  mount  came  out  last  vear 
Honda  introduced  the  CX500  whic 
no  frame  downiubes.  Vetter  went 
collection  of  plates  which  mounted 
frame  under  the  gas  tank. 

Now  on  the  Windjammer  IV  a 
mounting  systems  are  being  revis 
what  Vetter  calls  a  tubular-cro.ssbar  s 
made  of  steel  lube  and  plates.  The 
noticeable  diflerence  with  the  new  n 
is  a  bar  extending  from  the  lo\\ermo' 
to  the  dashboard  of  the  fairing  c 
inside,  adding  reinforcement  lo  the  i 
and  eliminating  some  of  the  motion^ 
fairing  over  rough  roads. 

The  new  mounting  system  didn 
happen.  Vetter  has  designed  a 
shaker  fairing  mount  tester  big  eno 
shake  motorcycles.  Besides  the  si 
tester,  there  is  a  railroad  track  besi 
new  Vetter  facility  in  San  l.uis  C 
California.  Test  riders  run  fu 
equipped  motorcycles  up  and  dov 
tracks,  over  the  ties,  until  somi 
breaks.  It's  all  good  testing  and  it's  ir 
ing  the  product. 

To  evaluate  the  Vetter  products  a 
Kawa.saki  1300  as  a  touring  bike,  t 
were  put  together.  Becau.se  the  Kaw 
foot-and-a-half  wide  gas  tank  is 
than  any  existing  fairings,  mour 
fairing  on  the  bike  required  some 
effort,  in  this  case  trimming  the, 
edges  of  the  fairing  down  cnoug 
would  fit  around  the  Kawasaki. 

When  the  trimming  was  doi] 
mounting  was  simple  enough.  New 
ets  had  to  be  made,  which  may  ' 
before  they  go  into  production,  dep 
on  test  results.  The  combination 
well  enough.  I 

In  standard  form,  the  1300  is  | 
coniiniH'J  on  f 


152/CYCLE  WORLD 


r 


'Trial 


IHREE  GOOD  REASONS 
10BUYA'79YZ. 


Are  Yamaha  motocross 
machines  really  as  competitive 
as  we  say  they  are?  Just  ask  the 
man  who  rides  one. 

Broc  Glover,  Bob  Hannah 
and  Rick  Burgett  rode  theirs 
this  year  to  the  first  grand  slam 
in  motocross  history  Number 
One  plates  in  AMA 125, 250, 
Open  Class  and  Supercross. 

And  they  did  it  on  works 
bikes  that  are  closer  than  ever  to 
the  YZ125, 250  and  400  waiting 


for  you  at  your  Yamaha  dealer 
We've  made  some  signif- 
icant improvements  in  all  three 
models  this  year 

For  one  thing,  power  is  up. 
And  we  mean  up.  As  much  as 
20%  in  mid-range.  With  the 
torque  you  need  to  take  the  hole- 
shot  and  never  look  back. 

Handling  is  even  more 
responsive.  Because  we've 
increased  the  suspension  travel, 
front  and  rear. 


The  new  full-floating ; 
brake  allows  the  shoe  to  n 
with  the  frame  rather  thaE 
swing  arm  for  smoother,  i 
positive  braking  under  all 
conditions.  And  the  swing 
pivot  point  is  now  closer  t 
countershaft,  eliminating^ 
need  for  a  chain  tensiones 

OurYZ125willbeabc 
threat  than  ever  in  1979,  v 
its  newly-designed  Moncw: 
The  oil  and  gas  capacity 


A  rigid  triangulated  swing- 
arm  means  truer  rear  wheel 
tracking.  And  the  box-section 
aluminum  design  reduces 
umprung  weight  on  our 
larger  YZ's. 


Our  exclusive  nitrogen/oil 
Monoshock  has  exceptionally 
long  travel  for  consistent 
traction  and  control.  It's  fully 
adjustable  for  dampening, 
spring  preload  and  nitrogen 
pressure.  Extemive  finning 
dissipates  heat. 


ias  is  the  cooling-fin  area, 
■  prevent  fading, 
sn  our  YZ80,  the  mightiest 
T  them  all,  now  has  more 
)'Ower,  a  redesigned  ficime, 
i suspension  travel  and  a 
x-speed  transmission, 
i  if  you're  in  motocross  to 
nd  who  isn't?)  we  suggest 
sck  out  the  Yamaha  YZ's. 
3ey  come  highly  recom- 
)d  by  Bob,  Broc  and  Rick, 
any  Tom,  Dick  or  Harry 


s  ultimate  in  two-stroke 
line  technology^  Reed  Valve 
^iie  Induction  insures 
mrand  torque— and  plenty 
wth— across  an  extremely 
^e  powerband. 


YZ125 


The  intermediate-size  YZlOO 
helps  smaller  kids  make  the 
transition  from  mini  to  full- 
size. 


Strong,  lightweight  chrome- 
moly  steel  in  our  full-size 
machines  makes  the  most  of 
the  YZ's  precision-engineered 
frame  geometry. 


Extra-long-travel,  leading- 
axle  front  forks  are  adjustable 
for  air  pressure,  oil  weight 
and  oil  level. 


YAMAHA 


continued  from  pa^e  152 
hulk  of  a  molorcycle.  looking  even  bigger 
with  the  squared-off  styling  of  the  head- 
light and  gas  tank.  With  the  Windjammer 
installed  the  effect  changed,  though  the 
bike  still  appeared  massive.  If  anything, 
the  addition  took  an  edge  off  the  harsh 
design  of  the  Kawa.saki. 

Styling  aside,  the  Vetter  fairing  has  re- 
tained nearly  all  its  earlier  virtues.  The 
new  mounting  system  kept  the  fairing  stiff 
and  stable  past  the  ton  until  a  weld  on  the 
prototype  mount  cracked  and  then  there 
was  some  motion  in  the  fairing. 

Of  course  the  main  selling  point  of  all 
the  large  touring  fairings  is  protection  and 
the  Windjammer  offers  as  much  protec- 
tion as  anything  we've  tried.  The  only  real 
wind  on  a  rider  behind  a  Windjammer 
comes  to  the  legs  and  that  can  be  cut  with 
the  installation  of  ihc  lowers.  When  the 
temperature  climbed  up  to  70°.  the  wind- 
shield vents  were  opened  but  they  didn't 
provide  more  than  fresh  air,  certainly  not  a 
breeze.  Windshield  height  was  about  right 
for  a  6-foot-2  rider,  probably  too  tall  for  a 
shorter  rider.  That  was  with  a  standard 
windshield:  other  windshields,  both  lower 
and  higher  are  available. 

Utility  has  been  both  increased  and 
decreased  by  the  changes  in  the  Windjam- 
mer IV.  By  incorporating  the  signal  lights 
into  the  fairing,  rather  than  use  original 
equipment  lights  mounted  on  stalks,  the 
interior  room  in  the  Windjammer  has 
been  markedly  decreased.  The  test  fairing 
didn't  have  the  optional  twin  Fiamm 
horns,  but  had  they  been  installed,  storage 
room  would  have  been  cut  further.  The 
pocket  on  the  left-hand  cover  proved 
handy  for  carrying  small  items  which  tend 
to  get  lost  among  the  other  stuff  inside  a 
fairing  and  the  locking  cover  adds  security 
for  those  who  like  to  keep  a  camera  inside 
the  fairing.  There  is  room  in  the  Vetter  for 
most  compact  35mm  SLRs.  by  the  way.  but 
the  largest  SLR  cameras  wouldn't  fit  under 
the  locking  cover. 

As  far  as  the  effect  on  motorcycle  han- 
dling, it  is  difficult  to  judge  on  the  Ka- 
wasaki. With  a  full  package  of  Vetter 
accessories  on  the  bike,  it  was  routinely 
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ridden  around  corners  of  varying  cambers 
and  surfaces  with  complete  control,  scrap- 
ing the  muffler  on  the  right  side  and  the 
centerstand  on  the  left  side,  with  no  ill 
effect  on  handling.  Installation  of  a  fairing, 
however,  does  change  a  rider's  perception 
of  a  motorcycle's  handling,  particularly 
with  a  large  fairing  such  as  the  Vetter. 

Although  the  addition  of  a  26.5  lb. 
fairing  and  brackets  to  a  700  lb.  motorcycle 
can't  have  too  great  an  effect,  the  dif- 
ference between  riding  with  and  without 
the  fairing  was  noticeable,  more  so  when 
the  fairing  was  removed  than  when  it  was 
added.  Without  the  fairing,  the  Kawasaki 
felt  slightly  more  nimble. 

With  the  number  of  Vetter  lookalikeson 
the  market  today,  the  Windjammer  has 
lost  some  of  its  novelty,  but  none  of  its 
usefulness.  It  still  offers  style,  protection, 
and  convenience,  plus  excellent  quality. 
It's  not  cheap,  but  the  best  never  is. 

Optional  equipment  includes  custom 
painting  to  match  standard  motorcycle 
colors,  matching  tumblers  so  the  locking 
cover  will  open  with  the  same  key  as  the 
saddlebags,  a  Bosch  quartz  halogen  head- 
light. Fiamm  horns.  Cycle-Sound  mount 
for  radio.s.  tape  units  or  CBs.  tank  bags  up 
to  36  liter  capacity  which  mount  to  the 
fairing  mounts,  and  the  Cycle-Cover 
which  protects  the  fairing  and  part  of  a 
motorcycle. 

Price  of  the  black,  white  or  silver-col- 
ored Windjammer  is  $347.  The  brackets 
are  another  $39.95.  Color  matched  Wind- 
jammers sell  for  $412  and  can  be  pur- 
cha.sed  without  the  hardware. 

Heretofore  innovation  in  motorcycle 
saddlebags  consisted  of  detachable 
saddlebags  and  better  latches.  Since 
the  first  fiberglass  saddlebags  (discussed 
elsewhere  in  this  issue),  the  basic  shape 
and  form  of  saddlebags  has  been  constant  : 
a  box.  Craven  made  the  box  detachable 
and  Krauser  made  the  box  attractive  and 
Samsonite  (aka  John  Warren)  made  the 
box  look  like  a  suitcase  and  made  it  go  on 
and  off  easier.  But  it  was  still  a  box. 

The  people  who  make  the  boxes  and  the 
people  who  use  the  boxes  have  generally 
been  pleased  because  the  boxes  do  what 


they  are  intended  to  do.  i.e.  carry  1< 
stuff.  Form  follows  function  and  all  th 
aside,  there  are  those  who  say  moton 
have  style  and  that  boxes  have  no  styl 
to  hang  a  box  on  a  motorcycle  just 
acceptable. 

Enter  Craig  Vetter.  Like  everythin 
Vetter  has  done,  his  saddlebags  are 
nal.  They  don't  look  like  boxes  and 
don't  look  like  what  anybody  else  ha 
done.  It  is  impossible  to  describe 
shape,  as  there  has  never  been  any 
that  shape  before.  When  mounted 
motorcycle,  and  viewed  from  the  side 
are  mostly  rectangular  in  outline, 
behind  they  are  sort  of  triangular,  bu 
about  two  extra  sides  which  should 
them  pentagon-shaped,  but  they'rt 
All  over  the  bags  there  are  indent; 
and  bulges  and  odd  shapes,  most  of' 
don't  seem  to  be  there  for  any  n 
Until  you  look  closely. 

When  Henry  Ford  was  asked  by| 
signer  how  far  the  back  seat  shoil 
behind  the  front  .seat  on  the  Mol 
sedan.  Henry  said  "far  enough  so  a  f 
can  get  a  milk  can  between  them." 
Vetter  saddlebags  were  designed  a 
any  one  item,  it  would  probably' 
motorcycle  helmet.  I 

One  of  the  motorcycle  world's  gi 
conveniences  is  to  be  able  to  store  hi 
in  saddlebags.  First  time  it  was  trici 
the  Vetter  bags,  an  open  face,  larj 
helmet  fit  in  perfectly  and  it  appears 
the  shape  of  the  saddlebag  was  de 
around  the  helmet.  When  we  checke 
at  the  office  we  found  a  standard  si 
coverage  helmet  would  just  lit.  but 
large  size  full  coverage  helmet  woul 
easily  and  had  to  be  forced  into  th 
diebag.  Too  bad  this  wasn't  tried  e£ 
in  the  design,  as  the  changes  woi 
minimal  to  allow  a  full  coverage.  lai 
helmet  into  the  saddlebags.  ' 

The  shape  otherwise  is  well  thoud 
The  inside  edge  of  the  bags,  which  f 
the  carrier,  is  a  rectangular  protrusicj 
an  extra  bulge  at  the  back  end.  past 
a  sprocket  or  drive  shaft  housing  wcj 
Other  indentations  allow  for  upswj 
hausts  and  for  the  signal  lights' 


Chopped  down 


to  size; 


/ 


opped  dovm  to  147  pounds. 
ini-Chopper,  the  OR-50. 
"s  all  tricked-out  with  neat  treats. 
High-riser  handlebars.  Low-rider  saddle.  Custom 
back  rest.  Racer-type  tail  extension.  Low-slung  exhaust, 
d  hot  flame  decals. 
Very  snazzy. 

And  very  spunky.  Thanks  to  a  peppy  49cc  Power  Reed™ 
engine.  Gearbox  is  an  easy-shiftin'  5-speed.  Starts  in  any 
gear,  too.  Because  it  comes  with  primary  kick  starting. 

It  also  sports  such  street  legal  stufl  as  turn  signals, 
headlight  and  instrumentation. 

Add  it  all  up  and  you've  got  a  whopper  of  a  chopper  ^ 

uzuki  Mini-Chopper.^^.  ^ 

Ride  with  care:  wear  protective  apparel  and  help  protect  the  eiivironment.  Member  Motorcycle  Salety  Foundation^ 


relocated  at  the  back  of  the  saddlebags  and 
still  fit  into  the  design. 

One  part  of  the  shape  which  had  us 
confused  at  first  was  a  recess  at  the  top  of 
the  saddlebags  where  the  carrying  strap 
fits.  It  just  didn't  make  any  sense  to  us  to 
have  the  recess  there,  taking  away  room 
from  the  inside.  Nothing  appeared  to  fit 
into  the  recess  and  we  thought  it  was  waste 
space,  until  we  carried  the  bags. 

When  the  saddlebags  are  mounted  on 
the  bike,  there's  a  small  bottom  area,  half  a 
foot  wide,  which  has  feet  molded  into  it. 
But  when  the  bags  are  removed  from  the 
bike,  they  don't  want  to  sit  on  the  feet,  but 
want  to  fall  partially  over  and  rest  on  a 
slanted  lower  side.  Rather  than  being  un- 
balanced, that's  the  natural  repose  of  the 
bags,  and  the  indented  carrying  straps  are 
then  on  a  flat  surface,  inviting  people  to 
carry  them  with  the  opening  side  towards 
them.  The  peculiar  shape  is  there  to  make 
carrying  the  bags  easier. 

The  unusual  shape  makes  evaluating  the 
capacity  difficult.  In  displacement,  it's 
about  1.25  cu.ft.  per  bag.  Useful  room  is 
about  I  cu.ft.  Getting  to  that  room  is  made 
difficult  by  the  opening.  Rather  than  have 
an  entire  side  open,  the  Vetter  bags  have  a 
cover  over  the  outside  surface.  The  cover  is 
finished  differently  than  the  rest  of  the  bag. 
having  a  smooth,  hard,  glossy  finish  that 
can  be  painted  to  match  any  motorcycle. 
Inside  the  cover  there's  an  opening,  nearly 
rectangular  and  measuring  about  9  x  12  in. 
The  largest  diagonal  measurement  is  16  in. 
so  some  items  which  can  be  carried  in  a 
smaller  saddlebag  can't  be  carried  in  the 
Vetter  bags,  such  as  a  bow  saw  one  of  the 
editors  carries  with  him  when  he  goes 
camping.  On  the  other  hand,  the  max- 
imum thickness  of  the  bags  is  12  in., 
certainly  wider  than  any  other  saddlebag 
and  the  extra  thickness  means  some  large 
which  can't  be  carried  in  largersad- 
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diebags  can  be  carried  in  the  Vetter  bags. 

Because  the  opening  door  into  the  sad- 
dlebags covers  a  flat  surface  with  a  raised 
lip  inside,  and  has  a  rubber  gasket  on  the 
edge  of  the  door,  we  expected  superior 
waterproofing.  We  didn't  get  it.  It  turns  out 
the  body  of  the  saddlebags  wasn't  entirely 
flat  and  the  mating  surfaces  didn't  come 
together  well  enough  to  keep  water  out 
during  rainy  day  riding. 

Like  many  modern  saddlebags,  the  Vet- 
ters  are  made  from  a  molded  plastic, 
finished  with  a  wrinkle  surface  which 
looks  good  and  doesn't  show  wear  or  dirt 
as  much  as  a  smooth  surface.  The  material 
is  '/a  in.  thick  for  most  of  the  body.  Becau.se 
of  the  unusual  shape,  there  are  few  large, 
flat  sections.  That  means  the  saddlebags 
are  much  stronger  than  the  usual  box- 
shaped  saddlebags  made  from  the  same 
material,  a  definite  plus.  The  design  takes 
advantage  of  the  material  used  for  con- 
struction and  compensates  for  the  weak- 
nesses of  the  material,  which  is  good 
design. 

Mounts  for  the  saddlebags  appear,  at 
first,  to  be  rather  conventional.  A  prong  on 
the  forward  end  of  the  inner  surface  fits 
into  a  receptacle  on  the  steel  tube  frame. 
Then  an  arrow-shaped  rod  fits  into  a  spring 
clip  on  the  rear  of  the  frame  and  the  bags 
are  locked  onto  the  frame.  Quick  and  easy. 
But  besides  the  front  and  rear  hooks,  there 
are  three  rubber  pads  on  the  frame,  on 
which  the  bags  ride.  The  rubber  pads  form 
a  suspension  between  the  frame  and  the 
.saddlebag.s.  isolating  vibration.  Vetter  calls 
the  mounting  system  a  Floating  Mount. 
Having  not  tried  any  other  saddlebags  on 
the  test  bike,  it's  difficult  to  evaluate  the 
effectiveness  of  the  rubber  bushings,  but 
the  connections  hooked  up  easily  and 
worked  flawlessly. 

One  key  unlocks  the  bags  from  the 
frame  by  spreading  the  spring  clip  on  the 


frame.  It's  the  same  key  which  opei 
side  covers  and  it's  possible  to  get  a  n 
ing  tumbler  on  the  side  cover  on  thi 
ing,  meaning  one  key  for  all  accesso 
good  idea.  We  tried  prying  the  sprin 
apart  with  the  can  opener  on  a  p 
knife  and  took  half  a  minute  to  disco 
a  saddlebag.  Of  course  no  saddlebaj 
motorcycle  is  completely  secure,  bi 
Vetter  is  less  secure  than  average. 

Much  of  the  appeal  of  the  Vette 
diebags  comes  from  their  style.  Sitti 
themselves,  detached  from  a  motor 
the  style  didn't  make  any  sense.  Mo 
on  the  KZI300.  with  a  Windjamme 
ing  on  the  front,  the  saddlebags  loo 
home.  The  unorthodox  shape  def 
fits  with  the  Kawasaki's  angular  s 
gas  tank.  There's  a  matching  Tail 
also  with  sloping  sides,  which  goes 
with  the  saddlebags. 

Compared  to  other  saddlebags,  tl 
ters  appear  wide  and  they  are,  at  3 
across  at  the  widest  part  on  the  Kav 
about  a  half  foot  wider  than  normal 
also  mount  high  and  with  the  slo{ 
lower  edge  don't  interfere  with  cor 
clearance. 

Overall,  we  enjoyed  using  the 
saddlebags.  They  are  convenient  a 
tractive,  didn't  interfere  with  the  m< 
cle  or  the  rider,  and  worked  superb 
day-to-day  basis. 

Price  of  the  Vetter  saddlebags  is  S 
for  black,  white,  or  silver  and  $299  i 
matched  to  standard  motorcycle 
The  mounting  hardware  costs  a: 
$57.35  for  all  motorcycles  exce 
Honda  CX500,  for  which  bracke 
$48. 

Information  on  the  Vetter  access 
available  through  most  motorcycli 
ers.  or  through  Vetter  Corp.,  1150 
Lane,  San  Luis  Obispo.  Calif.  9340 
541-2900. 
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[  1  he  now  Bell  Moio  ill.  A  now  helmet  that's  been  through 
(imcl  baek.  Tested  and  developed  by  ehainpions  like  Hob 
rnah,  Roger  DeCoster,  Larry  Roeselerand  other  super  stars. 
IThe  new  Moto  III  sets  new  helmet  standards  with  its 
oination  of  safety  and  comfort  features:  smaller. 
'iT  fiberglass  shell  for  belter  balance.  Contoured  to  pro- 
nose,  mouth  and  chin  (eliminates  need  for  face  masks). 
Jcd  air  vents  lor  increased  air  supply.  The  first  integral 


dust  hlter.  New  ladc-rcsistant  finish,  in  red.  yellow  or  white, 
l  ive-snap  Halman-type  visor.  Distinctive  Bell  graphics 
Sncll  7.S  and  DOT  approved. 

Bells  new  Moto  III  is  the  first  in  a  new  helmet  genera- 
tion. Made  to  protect  all  riders  who  like  to  win  or  play 
hard,  come  hell  or  high  water.  _ 

Bell  Helmets,  inc.,  1.^301  Shoemaker  f^nt^ 
ve.,  Norwalk,  CA  ^50.  ^^^U^ 
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Better  Riding 
Through  Chemistrji 

A  Collection  of  Chemicals 
Our  Motorcycles  Know  and  Love 


One  unsung  advantage  to  working 
for  a  magazine  like  this  is  that 
because  we  maintain  a  dozen  or  so 
bikes  at  any  one  time,  and  thus  need  office 
(so  to  speak)  supplies,  we  have  charge 
accounts  at  every  motorcycle  store  in  the 
neighborhood. 

On  the  staffs  part,  we  have  the  enlhusi- 
a.sm  and  curiosity  natural  to  any  bike  nut. 
that  is.  we  enjoy  doing  the  chores  and  we're 
always  on  the  scout  for  ways  to  do  them 
better. 

Put  the  two  together  and  you  have,  or 
rather  we  have,  one  of  the  finest  collections 
of  liquids,  pastes,  sprays,  lubricants,  clean- 
ers, coaters.  solvents,  etc.,  this  side  of  Du- 
pont.  Literally  shelves  lined  with  every 
possible  chemical  known  to  the  motorcycle 
world. 

What  we  don't  have  is  the  laboratory 
time  and  equipment  to  perform  what  we'd 
consider  fair  and  valid  and  repeatable 
comparison  tests  of  all  this  stufl".  To  con- 
clusively test,  say.  chain  lube  would  take  a 
row  of  chain-and-sprocket  dynos.  with 
water  and  sand  sprays  and  on  and  on.  For 
an  engine  oil  lest  we'd  need  two  bikes 
chained  together  and  run  under  all  normal 
conditions  for  50.000  miles  or  so.  No  way, 
in  short. 

These  limits  haven't  kept  us  from  form- 
ing our  own  conclusions.  Every  time  you 
wax  a  tank  or  polish  a  fender  you  perform 
an  emperical  test;  maybe  you  don't  know 
it's  the  best  it  can  be,  but  you  do  know 
when  it  looks  good.  And  because  we're 
polishing  and  waxing  and  .sealing  or  some- 
thing every  day.  we've  done  a  lot  of 
research  and  have  some  experienced  opin- 
ions. 

We're  also  tired  of  waiting  until  test 
conditions  can  be  perfect.  Never  happens. 
Instead,  every  member  of  the  staff  sat 


down  and  listed  the  chemicals  he 
use  on  his  test  bikes.  Most  are  prefc 
most  of  us.  Several  are  the  pick  of  on 
and  at  least  one  item  on  the  list  turn 
neat  tip  none  of  the  other  guys  kn 
So.  With  caution   we  are  not  sa\ 
types  and  brands  here  are  the  best 
only  ones  on  the  market.  We're 
about  good  stuff  and  that  doesn 
something  not  mentioned  here  isn't 
here  are  some  chemicals  we've  foun 
for  better  biking. 

CONTACT  CLEANER 
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Available  from  several  mmpar 
have  both  PJI  and  Bel- Ray  ( 
Cleaner  in  the  shop  and  use  bo 
satisfaction.  This  stuff  is  designed 
off  contact  points  or  spark  plugs  bi 
great  cleaning  off  oil  and  grease  fr 
part  of  a  motorcycle.  Even  works  < 
era  gear,  we've  found  out.  It  coa 
16-oz.  aerosol  can  and  costs  about 

Illustration  Cty  1 


Polished  Chrome 
Shoeks  &.  Springs 


Trickit® 

■^y^  «^  Shocks  &  Springs 
'^^5^.  »69.95pair 


MARKABLE  VAUTE 

V  you  can  buy  TRICKIT^  Suspension 
tems  proven  GP  street  performance  shock 
orbers  and  springs  for  just  $69.95  a  pair  in 
utiful  polished  chrome  or  $59.95  a  pair  in 
erous  black  finish.  There  are  no  finer  shocks 
lable  at  any  price.  Buy  direct  and  save.  Call 
free,  give  our  order  desk  year,  make  and 
lei  of  your  motorcycle  and  specify  credit 
1  —  Visa,  Mastercharge,  American  Express 
)r  COD.  Price  includes  the  shipping  charges 
our  door.  Guaranteed  to  satisfy! 

RFORNAIVCE 

TRICKIT*  GP  shock  absorber  system  pro- 
is  .. .  SAFETY:  helps  keep  fires  on  the  pave- 
it  for  bettertraction,  more  responsive  braking 

better  overall  control.  ECONOMY:  lower 
ntenance  on  suspension  parts,  reduces 
ven  tire  wear,  maximizes  tire  life  and  helps 
ntain  wheel  balance.  COMFORT:  delivers 
)0th  ride,  reducing  bounce  and  vibration. 
3r  and  passenger  ride  in  comfort. 

rAUTf  ENGUVEOIED 

CKIT®  GP  shock  absorbers  are  engineered 
)erfection  and  have  a  host  of  outstanding 
ign  features.  Here's  why  TRICKIT*  shocks 
smoother,  last  longer: 

Full  Piston  DisplaMinent  .  .  .  this  unique 
Ign  allows  more  efficient  use  of  the  working 
I  of  the  piston.  Greater  loads  can  be  handled 
I  much  lower  internal  pressure  and  lower 
rating  temperatures  for  greater  durability 
less  chance  of  oil  leakage,  foaming  and 
ck  fade. 

0-Rlng  Piston  Seal  .  .  .  the  O-ring  feature 
jces  metal  to  metal  friction  and  provides  a 
itive  seal  between  the  piston  and  cylinder 
a,  preventing  leakage  past  the  piston  and 
:ing  fluid  through  the  valving.  This  minimizes 
effects  of  temperature  and  cylinder  toler- 
e  variations  and  helps  deliver  maximum 

ck  damping  action  under  the  toughest 
^g  conditions. 

100%  Coll-tpring  Valving  ...  all  worKing 
es  within  the  shock  are  coil-spring  con- 
ed. Coil  springs  defy  metal  fatigue  and 
in  their  strength  throughout  the  life  of  the 
ck  absorber. 

Spring-loaded,  Multl-llp  Shaft  Seal  ...  an 

ortant  feature  that  adds  directly  to  the  long 
of  the  shock  absorber.  The  multi-lip  seal 
bs  oil  in  and  dirt  out  of  the  shock  cylinder, 
coll  spring  forces  the  seal  up  tight  against 
shaft  and  compensates  for  wear  while  giving 
tightest  possible  seal  against  fluid  leakage, 
lydraullc  Rebound  Stop  .  . .  oil-flow  cutoff 
ents  shock  absorbers  from  "topping  out" 
ixtension  stroke.  Eliminates  metal  to  metal 
:act  and  prevents  shock  damage.  Provides 
oth,  quiet  absorption  of  sudden  rebound 
set. 


#6  All-weather  Fluid  . . .  the  product  of  exhaus- 
tive research,  it  retains  its  efficiency  at  all 
extremes  of  temperature.  Resists  thickening  in 
extreme  cold  and  thinning  out  under  intense 
heat. 

#7  Chrome-plated,  Induction-hardened  Shaft . . . 

protects  the  shaft  from  road  debris  and  reduces 
pitting  and  corrosion  damage.  Extends  the  life 
of  the  shock  absorber. 

#8  Independent  Replenishing  Valve  .  .  .  instant 
response  to  rebound  for  better  control  and 
greater  comfort.  Reduces  damaging  heat  build- 
up for  longer  shock  life. 

#9  Springs  .  .  .  the  shock  absorber  springs  are 
coiled  from  high  tensile  strength  chrome  silicon 
wire  for  the  lowest  possible  stress  levels  during 
use.  This  superior  quality  wire  assures  you  of 
extremely  long  spring  life  and  virtually  elimi- 
nates the  problem  of  spring  sacking. 

NAGAZllVES  AGREE 

Many  leading  motorcycle  magazines  have  test- 
ed and  reviewed  the  TRICKIT*  GP  shock 
absorbers  and  springs  and  have  awarded  high 
marks  .  .  .  magazines  such  as  RIDER,  CYCLE 
GUIDE,  MOTORCYCLIST,  ROAD  RIDER.  The 
consensus  from  the  magazine  test  riders  was 
the  same  in  every  case  —  a  top  quality,  long- 
lasting,  performance  shock  and  spring  for  a 
very  reasonable  price.  Here  are  a  couple  of 
examples  of  what  they  had  to  say: 
CYCLE  GUIDE,  MAY.  1978  —  "GP  shocks  and 
springs  provided  can't  bust  'em  performance  for 
the  last  10,500  miles."  The  test  was  a  long  term 
15,000  mile  evaluation  of  the  GS750  Suzuki. 
ROAD  RIDER,  APRIL,  1978  —  "The  Number  1 
(TRICKIT*  GP)  shocks  lived  up  to  their  name 
in  an  impressive  manner.  They  are  definitely 
worthy  of  consideration  when  it  comes  time 
for  a  change."  This  test  was  a  6,000  mile  hard 
riding  tour  test  on  a  Honda  CB750K.  The  shocks 
were  compared  to  new  factory  units  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  6,000  miles  on  a  shock  test  dyna- 
mometer. Again  from  ROAD  RIDER:  "...  both 
shocks  were  well  within  Gabriel's  manufac- 
turing tolerances  and  —  in  terms  of  allowable 
specifications  —  could  have  been  sold  as 
new  units." 

There's  more  but  why  not  call  and  order  a  pair 
for  your  motorcycle  today.  See  for  yourself  the 
quality  and  performance  available  at  this  Infla- 
tion fighting  price. 

TEX  OAX  TRLVL 

What  is  even  more  impressive,  buying  by  mail, 
you  can  prove  what  we  say  is  true  to  your  own 
satisfaction  without  risking  one  cent.  You  have 
ten  days  to  put  the  TRICKIT®  GP  shocks  and 
springs  to  the  test  —  to  confirm  they  perform 
and  they  are  sharp  in  appearance.  Satisfy  your- 
self. Compare  with  any  shock  and  spring  of  this 
type  at  any  price.  If  the  value  is  not  as  great  as 
we  say,  if  they  do  not  win  your  pleasure  and 


satisfaction,  send  them  back  for  a  complete 
refund. 

OIVE  TEAR  VKARRAHTIT 

Your  TRICKIT*  GP  shocks  and  springs  come 
with  a  one  year  limited  warranty  to  the  original 
purchaser.  Remember,  though,  the  quality 
engineered  TRICKIT®  GP  shocks  and  springs 
assure  you  of  thousands  of  miles  of  trouble- 
free  performance. 

POUSHED  CHROME  OR  BLACK 

So  order  your  TRICKIT*  GP  shocks  and  springs 
today.  The  price,  including  all  shipping  and 
handling  charges  and  insurance,  is  just  $69.9S 
a  pair  for  polished  chrome  or  $59.95  a  pair  in 
lusterous  black  finish.  There's  a  pair  waiting 
for  your  BMW,  Honda,  Kawasaki,  Moto  Guzzi, 
Norton,  Triumph,  Suzuki,  Yamaha,  etc.,  ready 
to  make  it  handle  suF>erbly  and  look  greati 
Order  now! 

CALL  TOLL  FREE 

800-423-4822 

(In  California,  Hawaii  &  Alaska  213-287-9738) 

GIVE  THE  ORDER  DESK  YEAR,  MAKE  & 
MODEL  OF  YOUR  MOTORCYCLE.  SPECIFY 
CREDIT  CARD  —  VISA,  MASTERCHARGE, 
AMERICAN  EXPRESS. 


Give  the  card  number,  expiration  date  and  your 
name  and  shipping  address.  Within  24  hours 
your  shocks  will  be  on  the  way.  Rememtier  the 
price  Includes  all  shipping  and  handling 
charges.  You  may  also  call  toll  free  800-423-4822 
to  order  COD  —  or  send  check  or  money  order 
by  mall.  Be  sure  to  specify  year,  make  and 
model.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 

Dealer  Inquiries  Invited 

CALM.  TODAT  - 

TOITUL  BE 

GLAD  TOIJ  DID! 

TRICKIT 

SUSPENSION 
SYSTEMS 


TRICKIT  SUSPENSION  SYSTEMS 
DEPT. 

4931  N.  ENCINITA  AVENUE 
TEMPLE  CITY,  CA  91780 

Number  1  Products  Irtc. 


Sand  Blaster. 


I  SUZUKI 

Rlcie  with  cfi^i©:  wam  ptotecfive  apparel  and  help-pfOtect  the  e.ixvtrorimeirt  MoiJi^r  itotoSf^S^^ 


SIMICHROME 


LOCTITE 


NAVAL  JELLY 


les  in  u  little  tube,  as  a  paste,  and  it 
IS  if  you're  paying  a  lot  for  not  much. 
I.  Dab  some  of  this  onto  a  rag  and 
it  on  chrome  or  polished  metal  of 
id.  It'll  remove  rust  and  tar  and  bugs 
m  and  will  leave  a  coating  to  keep 
id  from  collecting  there  again.  Be- 
you  don't  use  much,  you  don't  end 
h  dried  residue  in  the  corners.  Es- 
y  good  on  polished  aluminum  fuel 
Most  parts  stores.  $1.85  for  1.8  oz. 

CP  TIRE  SEALANT  AND 
BALANCER 


in 


Ti: 

'IS 

.  stuff  took  some  convincing.  There 
leen  sealers  and  balancers  on  the 
I  for  years  and  we  tried  them  and 
like  them.  Gummed  up  the  tubes  or 

;iut. 

men  making  ACP  sealer,  though, 
i  to  replace  any  ruined  tubes,  so  we 
he  sealer.  It  works.  Stays  fluid  so  it 
nto  light  spots  and  balances  the  tires. 
Dws  into  small  holes  and  seals  them, 
ridden  home  after  pulling  out  nails. 

once  replaced  a  worn-out  tire  with 
Is  in  it.  The  tube  had  lost  .so  little 
c  that  we  didn't  know  the  nails  were 
ACP  sealer  in  the  tires  is  the  first 
lone  to  a  longterm  CW  bike,  street 

n   most  dealerships  and  parts 
in  6  and  12-oz.  tubes.  $2.95  and 


'  Steve  Kimball 


How'd  we  get  along  without  this?  We 
didn't.  Loctite  is  a  magic  chemical  that 
stays  liquid  when  exposed  to  air.  Take  away 
the  air  and  it  solidifies.  This  quality  makes 
it  sort  of  a  liquid  lock  washer.  One  drop  on 
the  threads  of  the  bolt  and  the  nut  and 
when  the  nut  is  tightened,  the  Loctite 
holds  it  in  place. 

There  are  two  grades.  The  blue  is  semi- 
permanent. When  you  want  to  remove  the 
nut.  a  wrench  will  do  it.  The  red  is  perma- 
nent, well,  almost,  and  the  red  is  what  you 
use  to  fix  a  loose  bearing  in  a  case  or  on 
any  fastening  job  that  won't  need  to  be 
undone  in  normal  service.  Best  fasteners 
made,  which  is  why  before  we  had  Loctite. 
we  didn't  get  along.  We  stopped  to  tighten 
or  replace  loose  nuts.  About  $2.95.  at  most 
parts  stores. 

MEGUIAR'S  PLEXIGLASS 
POLISH  AND  CLEANER 


A  favorite  of  the  staff  pinch-penny.  The 
average  rider  cleans  face  shields  with  win- 
dow cleaner  or  worse  and  the  average 
shield  stays  clear  for  a  month  or  so. 

Our  man  uses  Meguiar's.  Apply  spar- 
ingly and  rub  it  all  over  and  then  use  a  dry 
rag  to  wipe  it  off.  Amazing.  Gets  rid  of  dirt 
and  the  tiny  scratches  put  on  the  shield 
when  other  cleaners  are  used  to  get  rid  of 
dirt.  It'll  also  keep  fairing  windshields 
clear  for  years,  literally. 

The  bottle  looks  small  but  because  you 
don't  need  more  than  a  few  drops  for  most 
jobs,  the  bottle  goes  a  long  way.  Motorcy- 
cle, car  or  aircraft  (they  first  developed  this 
for  airplanes)  parts  counters,  $2.75. 


AlUMINUM 
JELLY 


Good  cure  for  neglect.  Naval  Jelly 
comes  in  a  jelly  form,  one  type  for  steel  or 
ferrous  metals,  the  other  for  aluminum. 
What  it  does  is  eat  the  corrosion  and  rust 
on  the  surface  of  the  metal.  Brush  it  on. 
leave  it  for  a  few  minutes  and  wash  off  with 
water.  Handy  to  have  if  your  alloy  rims  get 
corroded  or  your  chain  rusts  after  a  muddy 
enduro.  Be  sure  to  wash  it  off  quickly, 
though,  because  if  it  sits  too  long,  it  eats 
the  metal  as  well  as  the  rust.  Parts  and 
hardware  stores,  $  1 .98  for  8  oz..  either  type. 

BLUE  DIAMOND  CHAIN  LUBE 


One  man's  vote.  Every  rider  has  his  own 
ideas  on  how  to  care  for  drive  chains.  One 
of  our  men  likes  to  lube  every  chance  he 
gets.  He  rides  in  the  dirt  and  at  the  end  of 
every  ride  the  chain  is  coated  with  dust. 
Spray  that  and  you  get  a  slurry  that  looks 
too  much  like  valve  grinding  compound 
for  comfort.  And  the  experts  say  washing  a 
chain  merely  flushes  all  the  grit  inside  the 
rollers. 

The  Blue  Diamond  lube  came  in  the 
mail.  Our  man  tried  it  and  was  pleased  to 
see  that  because  this  spray  has  a  grease 
base,  rather  than  oil,  it  dries  into  a  lubri- 
cating coating  that  doesn't  retain  dirt  and 
dust.  The  chain  is  dry  and  slippery  at  the 
end  of  the  day.  The  rest  of  us  use  PJ I  or 
Lubri-Plate  or  Bel-Ray  or  whatever  can 
comes  quickest  to  hand,  or  they  own  shaft 
drive  bikes,  but  because  one  staffer  is  sold 
on  the  Blue  Diamond  (actually  it's  more 
green  than  blue)  lube,  it's  included  here. 
$3.98  for  a  13-oz.  can. 
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GASGACINCH 


LUBRI-TECH  TIRE  LUBE 


ARMOR-ALL 


A  thin  yellow  colored  gasket  glue  that  we 
use  for  holding  gaskets  in  place,  use  by 
itself  for  sealing  the  center  cases  on  Jap- 
anese two-strokes  and  for  gluing  han- 
dlebar grips  on.  $1.98  for  a  4-oz.  can. 

MOLYLUBE  6-IN-l  OIL 


Made  by  Bel- Ray,  it  is  a  non-sticky 
lubricant  that  has  a  thousand  uses;  lube  a 
chain,  free  a  bearing,  lubes  almost  any- 
thing without  attracting  dirt.  We  go 
through  cases  of  this  stuff  during  the  year, 
not  as  a  lubricant  but  as  a  protective  film 
on  dirt  bikes.  After  washing,  spray  a  thin 
layer  of  6-in-l  under  the  fenders,  on  igni- 
tion wires,  wheels  and  hubs,  exhaust  pipe 
and  the  whole  engine.  It  makes  flat  black 
surfaces  look  like  new  again  and  won't 
attract  dirt  if  allowed  to  sit  overnight  be- 
fore use.  Especially  good  if  sprayed  on 
before  using  the  machine  in  mud.  as  it 
keeps  mud  from  sticking  to  engine  parts 
and  under  fenders.  $2.95  for  a  16-oz.  spray 
can. 


Mountinc 
UjbricaNI 


Two  functions  in  one.  This  sprayed  lu- 
bricant is  intended  for  tire  removal  and 
dismounting.  Works  fine.  Better  than 
soapy  water  and  less  mess. 

Slick  when  wet.  the  Lubri-Tech  becomes 
a  tacky  glue  when  it  dries.  For  light  enduro 
use.  it's  as  good  as  sheet  metal  screws  in  the 
tire  bead,  or  as  good  as  rimlocks.  The  tire 
won't  rotate  on  the  rim  even  when  pres- 
sures are  down  to  10  psi.  Just  as  good  at 
persuading  a  handlebar  grip  to  slide  onto 
the  bar.  and  then  to  stay  there.  Motorcycle 
shops  only,  far  as  we've  seen.  $3  for  12  oz. 

SILICONE  SEAL 


^silicone  8iu«  i  seal  s. 

This  is  the  sort  of  mixture  we  imagine 
comes  from  the  space  age.  Silicone  Seal  is 
a  miracle  rubber-like  compound.  It's  a 
paste,  in  a  tube,  and  you  squeeze  some  into 
and  around  all  the  various  cracks  and  holes 
where  water  could  get  into  the  engine.  The 
seal  dries  into  a  flexible  solid  and  keeps  the 
water  out. 

There's  a  different  compound  with  high 
temperature  resistant  ingredients,  sold  as 
gasket  material.  Same  procedure,  in  that 
you  squeeze  a  thin  bead  onto  the  metal 
surfaces  where  a  gasket  would  otherwise 
go.  Then  you  join  the  pieces.  The  silicone 
paste  gets  squashed  down  into  the  micro- 
scopic scratches  and  low  spots,  forming  a 
better-than-gasket  seal.  The  excess  is 
pushed  out.  so  you  can  peel  it  off  the 
outside.  And  when  you  need  to  take  off  the 
side  cases  or  whatever,  the  .sealer  has  dried 
into  gummy  material.  The  parts  come 
apart  without  prying  and  the  gum  peels  off 
the  metal.  No  solvent,  no  hours  of  scraping 
with  an  old  razor  blade.  From  S2.75  up. 
depending  on  size  of  tube,  parts  stores. 


Originally  made  to  seal  tire  sid 
against  cracking.  Armor-All  is  a  m 
that  soaks  into  porous  material,  like  r 
or  vinyl.  Keeps  out  air  and  water  an. 
gives  longer  life  and  a  nice  shine.  ' 
back  color  and  softens  the  material 
not  as  likely  to  crack.  We  use  it  on  tir 
most  often  on  seats.  One  of  the  guys 
two-year-old  cover  on  his  dirt  bike'; 
Armor-Ailed  after  every  ride,  and  it 
like  new.  Do  remember,  though,  th. 
less  vou  spray  it  on.  leave  it  for  a  few 
and  then  buff  with  a  rag.  the  seat  v 
slippery.  | 

BEL-RAY  SHOCK  FLUID 


Right,  shock  fluid,  except  that 
in  the  forks.  It's  the  same  general  coj 
tion  as  fork  fluid  and  even  comes 
cosity  grades.  #5.  #10  and  #20.  ji 
fork  oil.  I 

But  this  is  the  oil  used  for  rem 
shocks.  The  difference  is  first,  it's  tre 
have  much  less  viscosity  variation] 
heat.  Forks  with  Bel-Ray  shock  fluit 
stiff  on  freezing  mornings.  And  thj 
don't  fade  after  a  few  hours  racing 
the  burning  desert.  ] 

Because  it's  treated  to  extra  step! 
lab.  or  has  added  chemicals,  the  sp 
costs  much  more  than  fork  oil,  $1.6J 
8-oz.  bottle.  And  it'll  take  several  j 
pair  of  forks.  Because  shock  reb] 
isn't  something  the  average  guy  ( 
home,  you  may  have  to  scout  the  s 
find  this  oil.  Worth  it,  though. 
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Copvrlqhted  materifi 


J 


Ike  Along 
rcle  Cover 


a  practical  matter,  motorcycle  cov- 
ers have  a  lot.  in  their  favor.  Even 
those  of  us  with  garage  space  for 
I  have  occasional  need  of  protection 
le  weather,  while  on  tour  or  parked 
the  day  in  the  rain,  or  in  climates 
n't  let  you  ride  all  year,  which  forces 
e  into  a  corner  of  the  garage. 
:r  isn't  that  bad  for  the  machine, 
n  be  washed  olT,  but  even  so,  having 
e  covered  when  not  in  use  can  save 
ter  on,  and  having  it  covered  during 
n  will  make  it  easier  to  start  and 
leasant  to  sit  on. 

if  which  has  been  true  since  people 
draping  the  motorcycle  with  a  tarp 
I  cloth  or  whatever  else  was  around, 
e  come  a  long  way.  Shown  here  is 
:e  Along  Cycle  Cover,  a  rather  long 
imbersome  title  for  a  motorcycle 
It.  We  expect  it's  given  the  name 
;  the  TACC  is  portable.  Also  it's 
le,  and  it's  tailored,  although  along 
les  of  ready-to-wear  instead  of 
fit. 

e  are  advantages  because  they  are 
ements.  Most  of  the  covers  we've 
the  past  were  more  like  dust  shields, 
loth  that  wouldn't  withstand  rain  or 
Z)r  they  have  been  plastic;  water- 
ut  difficult  to  pack  into  tight  spaces 
ble  to  damage  from  hot  exhaust 

ley  just  sort  of  draped  over  the  bike, 
p  in  a  wind  and  again,  hauling  one 
vas  pretty  much  like  trying  to  take 
ng  room  curtains  in  for  cleaning. 


The  TACC  has  taken  care  of  most  of  the 
above.  It's  water-resistant,  actually  water- 
proof except  in  certain  ways  and  places  to 
be  explained  in  a  minute.  It's  a  fabric, 
which  lets  it  squash  down  into  a  reasona- 
bly small  package,  and  the  fabric  used 
doesn't  scorch  or  burn,  even  on  a  pipe, 
which  we  proved  for  ourselves  by  trying  to 
burn  it. 

And  it's  the  shape  of  a  motorcycle.  The 
makers  cut  pieces  to  a  pattern  and  joined 
them  together.  The  shape  is  approximate, 
that  is.  there  are  two  models,  one  for  350- 
900cc  road  bikes  with  two  regular  mirrors, 
and  one  for  lOOOcc  and  up  with  full  fairing 
and  saddlebags  and  rack.  Naturally  the 
cover  is  cut  to  fit  all  bikes  in  each  category. 
Your  Z- 1  or  CX500  will  fill  the  cover  more 
snugly  than  your  RD400  or  R65  and  the 
same  goes  for  a  CB750  vs  FLH80  Classic. 

Because  we  have  all  sizes  most  of  the 
time,  we  got  the  large  model,  and  we've 
been  using  it  for  the  past  six  months  on 
whatever  was  in  use.  from  GS550  to  FLH 
80.  A  small  bare  bike  gets  lost,  the  mid- 
dleweights  with  fairings  look  baggy  and 
the  cover  covered  the  Harley,  so  you  do  get 
what  you  expect. 

The  big  model  has  what  you'd  call 
bulges,  for  the  fairing  and  the  bars  in  front 
and  the  rack  and  bags  in  back.  When 
you've  unrolled  the  cover  from  where  it's 
carried,  you  simply  locate  the  front  and  the 
back  and  unfurl  the  cover.  A  bit  of  tugging 
here  and  there  and  the  seams  line  up  and 
you  tie  the  little  straps  behind  the  front 
wheel,  beneath  the  engine  and  in  front  of 
the  rear  wheel.  The  GS550  sat  outside 
during  a  thunderstorm  that  couldn't  have 
been  more  fierce  if  we'd  ordered  it.  The 
wind  didn't  bother  the  cover  a  bit.  Still  in 
place  after  one  full  day,  and  most  of  the 
bike  was  dry. 


Most?  Yes.  Although  the  fabric  is  water- 
proof in  the  usual  sense,  meaning  water  by 
itself  won't  get  through,  places  where  the 
cover  is  drawn  against  a  hard  surface,  in 
our  case  the  top  of  the  fairing  and  the  ends 
of  the  grips,  the  tension  let  water  seep 
through  the  weave.  No  harm  done.  When 
the  large  cover  was  used  on  a  smaller,  bare 
bike,  the  fabric  sagged  onto  the  seat  and 
water  got  through  there.  Not  a  fair  test, 
because  the  cover  was  the  wrong  size,  but  a 
factor  to  consider. 

Stowage  also  has  a  limit.  The  company 
says  the  cover  can  be  stowed  in  the  under- 
seat  compartment  of  most  bikes.  True  in 
some  cases,  but  there  are  bikes  that  don't 
have  underseat  compartments,  and  our 
large  cover  was  a  bit  too  much  for  the 
GS550's  cubbyhole.  Further,  some  of  us 
have  other  things  we'd  rather  carry  there. 

The  best  and  easiest  method  is  with  a 
full  fairing,  where  you  have  a  choice  of 
pockets  and  can  simply  plan  to  pack  the 
cover  in  one  place,  perhaps  next  to  your 
rainsuit  or  heavy  sweater.  And  the  smaller 
cover  naturally  would  be  easier  to  stow  on 
a  smaller  bike. 

In  sum,  it's  a  good  cover.  We  can't 
predict  total  life  but  it  has  held  up  well  for 
months,  it  has  kept  off  most  of  the  rain, 
and  if  you  plan  ahead  you'll  be  able  to 
figure  a  place  to  carry  it. 

There's  also  the  emotional  satisfaction 
of  knowing  your  bike,  the  one  that's  car- 
ried you  all  this  way  and  will  take  you 
home,  isn't  sitting  out  there  in  the  rain. 

From  Good  Products,  4924  Beatty  Dr.. 
Riverside.  Calif.  92504.  $34.95  for  the 
small  size  and  $51.95  for  the  large. 


0 


APRIL  1979/165 


We  tour  a  quarter-mil 
at  a  time* 


And  so  do  you* 


Think  about  it.  Everytime  you  pull  out  to 
pass  a  truck  going  uphill  you've  got  just  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  get  around  him  before  that 
other  truck  coming  down  the  hill  gets  to  you. 

If  you're  carrying  your  normal  load  of  gear 
for  a  week-end  trip,  you've  robbed  your  bike  of 
a  considerable  amount  of  horsepower.  And  that 
makes  passing  scary. 

That's  where  we  can  help.  R.C.  Engineer- 
ing makes  everything  from  4-into-l  exhaust  sys- 
tems to  complete  high  performance  engines. 
We  can  help  you  replace  some  or  all  of  that 
horsepower,  not  to  mention  gas  mileage  and 
engine  longevity,  that  you  lost  through  the  addi- 
tion of  a  fairing,  saddle  bags,  camping  gear  or 
whatever. 

We  recommend  starting  first  with  an 
exhaust  system  and  going  up  from  there.  Our 


people  who  answer  the  phones  are  kno^i 
edgeable  and  friendly,  and  they  can  help  y 
select  the  proper  combination  of  performan 
components  to  suit  your  requirements.  | 
We  have  a  64  page  catalog  full  of  ways! 
make  your  motorcycle  run  better  and  1< 
longer.  Send  us  $2.00  and  we'll  send  you  t 
catalog.  Then  give  us  a  call,  and  let  us  h^ 
you  make  all  your  quarter-miles  safer  a 
more  enjoyable.  | 

R.C.  ENGINEERING 

16216  South  Main  Street,  Dept.  22 
Gardena,  California  90248 
213-327-6858 
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Our  skill  is  a  matter  off  record. 
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\^from  pa^e  US 

? Spanish  Grand  Prix,  at  Jarama. 
If  Madrid,  in  April,  was  ihe  first 
iin  round  and  Roberts  began  at 
bJo  what  he  had  come  to  do.  He  led 
>-c  race  in  Spain  until  his  throttles 
!X)  stick,  and  in  the  end  he  came 
\He  led  (he  250cc  race  until  his  tires 

0  ball  up  and  in  the  end  he  came 
liin  that  too.  The  results  in  Spain 
irtainiy  interesting,  both  because 

1  had  found  that  his  YZR  Yamaha 
HSt  as  the  works  Suzukis  of  Sheene 
rninen  and  because  he  had  found 
rjould  ride  it  fast  very  much  sooner 
I  had  expected  to.  He  already  knew 
iride  the  75()s  and  250s.  The  500s 
tAJiher  matter.  Of  course,  he  could 
,  and  ride  it  fast;  he  knew  that.  Bui 
;nampionships  are  won  in  a  narrow 
oell  beyond  what  we  would  think  of 
Roberts  had  to  find  out,  above  all 
7w  much  throttle  would  produce 
>ch  drift  in  a  variety  of  situations, 
nrama.  with  its  violently  quick  suc- 
;x)f  bends,  give  or  take  a  little,  he 
i  e  was  surprised,  and  encouraged, 
iniphasized  that  technology,  not 
Mas  going  to  be  his  problem.  And 
ir.  the  element  that  decided  the 
zs  going  to  be  a  problem  for  the 


others. 

Something  significant  happened  before 
Kenny  Roberts  took  part  in  his  first  Euro- 
pean grand  prix:  he  was  refused  an  entry. 
There  are  a  number  of  possible  explana- 
tions for  what  at  first  sight  appears  to  be  an 
outburst  of  conventional  and  entirely 
characteristic  stupidity.  It  may  be  (though 
you  will  doubt  it)  that  the  organizers  had 
never  heard  of  Kenny  Roberts.  (They  said 
that  whoever  he  was.  he  had  no  world 
championship  points  from  the  previous 
year  and  wasn't  entitled  to  ride.)  More 
likely  is  that  they  knew  perfectly  well  who 
he  was,  that  they  didn't  like  the  -sound  of 
him.  and  that  they  wanted  to  assert  their 
authority  over  him,  to  put  him  down. 


before  it  was  too  late.  That  is  the  sort  of 
thing  that  happens  to  European  riders  all 
the  time.  It  tends  to  make  ihem.  slightly 
but  markedly,  nervous  and  abject.  In  thai 
frame  of  mind,  two  things  happen  to  them. 
First,  they  don't  ride  as  well  as  they  should. 
Second,  thev  are  the  usually  silent,  mostly 
willing  victims  of  one  of  the  most  appall- 
ing spi)rting  scandals  of  all  lime. 

Kenny  Roberts  hadn't  been  in  Europe 
long  before  he  realized  in  full  what  con- 
fronted grand  prix  riders.  liccause  ihey 
need  points,  ihey  ride  in  the  FIM's  races. 
The  races  attract  anything  up  to  130,000 
spectalt>r.s.  who  will  pay  say  .$12  each.  The 
riders  are  usually  paid  the  FIM  minimum. 
Several  times  last  vear  Kennv  Roberts  rode> 


in  why  he  went  to  Europe  last  year, 
umd  what  it  took  for  him  to  go  this 
/year: 

>Te  was  some  confusion  last  year  on 
las  going  and  who  was  doing  what.  I 
J. I  \car  because  lhc\  said  I  coiikiiri 
nc  .lapaiiesc  at  Yamaha  knew  I  was 
)  though  thev  wouldn't  commit  to  a 
rmj:  program.  They  just  .sort  of  said. 
>u  ride  tor  America  and  we'll  see 
di).'  Obviously  I  had  to  prove  that 
ide  a  road  racer  with  Barry  Sheene 
rest  of  ihose  w  ho  were  di>minating 
lime.  1  had  u>  do  that  to  make  ihe 
loiicN  that  \ou  ha\e  lo  make  when 
Hf* umber  One.  I  couldn't  demand 
h  last  year  because  nobody  knew  I 
ii  lo  be  Number  One.  So  I  had  to 
ihere  and  show  c\ervone  lhat  I 
e  a  road  racer.  Now  1  don'l  ha\e  to 


do  lhat.  I  already  proved  that  I  can  do  it. 
Now  I'm  gonna  gel  paid  whal  Number 
One  should  be  paid.  1  think  lhat  to  go  and 
compete  for  a  world  championship  a  guy 
should  be  able  lo  make  half  a  million 
dollars  w  ithout  a  w  hi>le  lot  of  Iroiihle.  and 
more  if  he  does  good.  It's  worth  lhat  for  the 
risk  and  everything  else. 

"I  don'l  reallv  know  how  much  money  I 
made  last  vear  vel.  About  S4()0.0()()  1  would 
imagine,  somewhere  around  that.  1  figure 
Number  One  should  be  paid  a  lot  higher 
than  evervone  else.  You  always  want  more, 
hut  I'm  sort  of  satisfied  with  ihe  money  I'm 
gelling  (for  1979).  I  wouldn't  be  doing  it  il' 
I  wasn't." 

On  points  of  disagreement  with  Ya- 
maha  besides  mone\    that  had  lo 
he  resohed  before  siiininii  ihe  contraci: 


"Last  vear  we  competed  against  Ya- 
maha. We  were  a  factory  elfort  but  we  were 
competing  against  ihe  .lapanese  factory 
elfort.  We  had  no  team  orders  when  we 
really  needed  them.  I  wanted  lo  make  it 
clear  w  ho  was  the  main  elfort  so  if  we  came 
into  a  spot  like  we  did  last  \ear  I  could  have 
some  help  from  Yamaha  and  not  have  to 
race  against  them." 

On  what  will  be  different  about  1979: 
"We're  gonna  drop  the  Ibrmula 
750.  and  there  won't  be  any  250.  I'll  be  able 
lo  be  a  little  more  relaxed.  I  know  nu>sl  of 
the  circuits  now.  I  know  w  hat  il  lakes  lo  gel 
there.  1  know  w  hat  it  takes  after  I'm  there. 
I'll  have  a  little  more  time.  Last  year  I 
raced  everv  weekend  after  Dayiona  until  a 
month  after  l.aguna  Seca  and  dial's  proba- 
bly more  races  iluiii  I've  e\cr  done  in  .i  > 


John  Ulrich 
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for  $200  and  very  rarely  did  he  ride  in  a 
grand  prix  for  much  more.  "I  hate  this."  he 
said  at  once.  "But  it  isn't  so  bad  for  me, 
because  I'm  being  paid  by  Yamaha.  But 
what  about  the  privateers?  It's  disgusting. 
These  organizers  are  bastards." 

Roberts  hadn't  declared  himself  at  the 
time  of  the  Spanish  rebuff,  but  the  collec- 
tive unconscious  instinct  of  Spain,  of  Eu- 
rope, was  right.  By  the  end  of  the  season  he 
was  talking  lawyers,  and  the  European 
riders  had  begun  to  look  to  him  for  en- 
couragement, if  not  leadership.  He  is  a 
very  straightforward  man.  He  did  not  react 
to  the  refusal  of  his  entry  by  the  Spanish 
organizers  as  a  European  might.  He  went 
out  on  their  track  and  set  a  new  lap  record 
on  it;  four  months  later,  he  had  won  their 
world  championship. 

Spain  saw  Kenny  take  to  the  social  life  of 
the  paddock.  Socially,  there  are  two  kinds 
of  riders,  the  ones  who  live  in  the  paddock 
in  trailers,  and  those  who  live  in  fancy 
hotels  and  commute  to  the  paddock  in 
fancy  cars.  Roberts,  with  his  rather  grand 
motorhome,  which  he  drove  all  over  Eu- 
rope ("It  wasn't  far,"  he  would  say  of  a 
2000  mi.,  six-country  journey)  was  a  pad- 
dock-dweller. One  of  the  lads,  just  the 
normal  stuff.  While  his  team  worked  on  his 
machinery,  Roberts  was  off  to  meet  his 
workmates. 


They  didn't  know  what  to  make  of  it. 
Europe  knew  that  Kenny  Roberts  was  a 
cool,  spikey  operator.  The  little  guy  from 
the  fancy  motorhome,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  an  easy,  friendly  manner  and  a  sur- 

What  set  him  apart  was  not  his 
accent;  it  was  simply,  and  de- 
cisively, that  he  saw  them  much 
more  clearly  than  they  saw  him. 


prisingly  innocent-looking  grin  The 
explanation  was  simple:  he  was  ps; 
people  out,  all  this  calling  across  th 
dock,  asking  people  how  they  \^  ere  d 
didn't  fool  the  old  hands.  They'd  see 
before.  Psyching  tactics.  But  evcryon 
riders:  50  riders;  p.syching  out  the 
paddock?  Wasn't  that  overdoing  il 
for  an  American? 

The  truth  .soon  dawned,  and  the 
for  some,  was  awful.  Kenny  Robei 
just  plain  friendly.  Normal.  What  it 
was  that  Roberts,  far  from  being  per 
by  his  strange  new  environment,  waj 
ease  in  it.  enjoying  it.  Far  from  feeli 
predicted  pressure  of  being  away 
home,  being  in  foreign  countries  w 
their  peculiar  little  differences.  R 
thought  it  was  fun.  By  the  end 
season  he  was  feeling  awkward  abc 
being  able  to  do  the  ordinary  thin 
golf  and  tennis  at  the  ordinary  times 
the  meantime  he  didn't  give  a  damn 
the  food,  and  the  travel  and  the  curr 
and  all  the  stuff  that  was  supposed  t( 
him  down.  He  was,  as  he  said,  on 
Ju.st  an  ordinary  friendly  American 
ordinary  American  tradition.  "The  t 
with  me,"  he  remarked,  on  noticin 
much  time  he  spent  shooting  the  I 
"is  that  I  like  everyone." 

But  that  wasn't  trouble.  Comi 


season.  It  was  a  little  bit  tiring  although 
everywhere  1  went  wa.s  new  and  wasn't  verv 
far  to  drive.  And  I  had  the  wife  and  kids 
there  so  it  wasn't  like  I  was  away  from 
home  for  seven  months.  Bui  this  year  just 
doing  the  500cc  races.  1'!!  be  able  to  have 
five  or  six  weeks  off  during  the  season, 
which  helps  to  mentally  prepare  yourself 
for  the  best  effort  at  each  GP.  Last  year  I'd 
finish  a  500  GP  and  Barry  Shecne  would 
take  ofl'and  not  race  for  two  or  three  weeks 
while  I'd  be  out  running  three  750  races. 

"It  is  really  difticult  to  put  out  100 
percent  each  race  when  you  have  to  run 
three  classes.  1  did  it  because  that's  what 
we  set  out  to  do.  This  year  1  don't  have  to 
do  that." 

On  start  money  for  the  World  Cham- 
pion: 

"They  didn't  offer  any  for  me  last  year, 
maybe  $200  for  a  half-ass  race  in  500  GP 
racing.  This  year  I  have  not  figured  out 
what  I'm  gonna  get  yet.  I'm  not  sure  what 
it  is.  $4500.  five  grand,  something  like  that 
to  start  a  GP.  Or  maybe  more.  I  don't 
know.  I  know  it's  not  a  whole  bunch  of 
money.  1  don't  really  want  to  say  how 
much." 

On  racing  in  America  in  1979: 
"I'd  like  to  do  a  few  more  Ameri- 
can races  than  I  did  last  year.  Hopefully  we 
will  come  to  some  agreements  to  be  able  to 
run  Sears  Point  because  I  have  an  off  date 
on  that  one.  I'd  like  to  ride  a  500  at  Sears 
Point.  That's  what  I'm  planning  to  do  if 
that  comes  about." 


On  the  competition  for  the  World 
Championship: 
"I'm  always  worried  about  getting  beat. 
There're  a  few  people  that  can  go  fast 
given  the  right  stufi".  .At  the  end  of  the  year 
last  year  Wil  Harlog  was  going  good.  A 
consistent  guy  like  Sheene  is  going  to  be 
pretty  hard  to  beat.  If  Virginio  Ferrari  gets 
his  stuff  to  w  here  it  runs  the  whole  race  as 
fast  as  it  ran  at  Niirburgring.  he's  gonna  be 
tough  to  beat.  Sheene  is  the  most  consis- 
tent, and  1  think  he's  gonna  be  the  most 
consistent  again  next  year.  He's  gonna  run 
the  same  everywhere  and  get  thirds,  sec- 
onds, maybe  win  one  or  two  and  get 
fourths  and  fifths.  I'm  gonna  probably  run 
a  little  stronger  at  most  of  the  racetracks 
and  it'll  probably  end  up  being  just  like 
last  year  pretty  close  to  the  same  at  the 
end.  Because  you  get  15  points  for  a  win. 
12  for  .second,  and  10  for  third,  and  there's 
just  not  enough  break  for  a  winner  to  make 
out.  If  the  bike  breaks  down  twice  or  three 
times  like  mine  did  you're  right  back  to 
being  even  with  whoever's  running  fifth 
and  sixth." 

On  being  the  best  in  the  world: 
"It  would  be  very  stupid  for  me  to 
say  that  I'm  the  best  rider  in  the  world  and 
then  someone  comes  out  and  beats  me. 
There  are  a  lot  of  reasons  why  you  don't 
win  sometimes.  If  I  act  like  Barry  Sheene 
and  say  that  Barry  Sheene  is  no  good  and 
that  he  can't  ride,  then  the  first  time  he 
beats  me  I've  got  to  make  an  excuse  be- 
cause a  month  earlier  I  said  that  he  was  no 
threat  at  all.  It  would  be  very  foolish  for  me 


to  sav  it  because  I've  never  met  an 
yet  that  couldn't  be  beat.  I'm  goni 
beat.  It's  just  gonna  take  someone  th; 
together  the  right  program.  But  1 
harder  at  beating  everyone  else  at  thi 
then  they  do  about  beating  me.  Lar 
they  didn't  seem  very  worried  abo 
beating  them  and  all  I  worried  abo 
beating  them.  Thev  may  be  worried 
me  now.  but  I'm  not  gonna  stop  wc 
about  beating  them.  I'm  not  going 
that  I'm  the  best  guy  in  the  world  ar 
have  to  do  is  have  equal  equipment  i 
them.  I've  got  to  have  a  lot  of  things  ■ 
them.  I've  got  to  be  in  shape.  I've  got 
100  percent  to  the  last  lap  and  I  kno 
And  I'm  gonna  get  belter  next  vear. 
I'm  gonna  ha\e  to  wDrk  my  butt  ofl 
the  championship  again  next  year.'^ 

On  shooting  down  a  helium 
Michelin  balloon  with  a  rifle: 
"I  shot  the  Michelin  blimp  dc 
Loudon.  New  Hampshire  after  I  w 
race  in  1977.  It  was  just  a  joke 
deserved  it.  We  won  the  race,  and  th 
a  blimp.  A  little  target  practice, 
shooting  at  a  bird,  and  the  bird 
front  of  the  blimp,  so  something  Y. 
was  .something  you  do  after  you  win 
It  was  the  right  thing  to  do  at  the  i 
"I  almost  ran  over  a  Michelin  mai 
pits  in  Europe.  Almost  run  over  hit 
but  found  out  it  was  a  girl  insi' 
changed  my  mind.  But  they're  tryi 
hard.  They  turned  out  to  be  realb 
good  people." 
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wTel  accessories  for  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  and  others 


INSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800-645-6066  Xs"' 

except  N.Y.,  Hawaii  &  Alaska    Or  Call  516-248-5775 


B-STUFFH  B«C  -  10"  diameter, 

17"  long.  Holds  two  helmets 


C  SUPtll  STUFFtll-  21"  long         ':i<"'''"e,  T'»«ls  securely. 
12"  diameter.  All  (eatures.  plus  l!"''.^^''  *if  "a"""*;,,  „ 
"piggy  back"  pouch.  shngs.  Red.  Blue,  Black    t1i  ,49 


'piggy  back"  pouch 
fled.  Blue,  Black  $)).4j 


RAINPROOF 
CYCLE  LUGGAGE 


NEW  CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  GAUGE 


Eitfa  lieavy  duty  internal  sprmgs 
2"  diameter,  full  270  sweep 


mSG.         Cruise  at  con- 

■oniroi 

without  strain 


)  CAMT-AIL  LUGtACE  Fits  all  bars, 
a  jiffy.  Double  lined,  heavy  duty 
I  zipper  enclosure.  Waterproof.  2- 
ry-handle.  use  as  hand  luggage. 

Stanilard  -  Black  only  $19.95 
rayy  duly  -  Black  or  B'rowr'$29.95 


HOMO*   CBX.  GLIOOO. 
CB750K  f  (79), 
C8550K/F, 

CB400Fy350F  $16.50 
CB750K  F(thru  781, 
CB750A  $15.95 
TAMAHA 

500-750 
XSll 

KAWASAKI 

KZ750.K2650. 
KZ400 
900  1000 
SUZUKI 

GSIOOO  750  550 
m  J15.95 
HADLET  DAVIDSON 
74fX  $16.50 
74,  Sportsler  $15.95 


$1C.50 
$15.99 


$19.90 
$19.99 


MOTOCROSS  CLOVES  Simulated  leather 

in  black  '1  si/cs  S.W.L.XL. 
P'  $4.95    2  pr  $8  49 


D-TANK  BAG  Straps  lo 
gas  lank:  I2"«10"ii6".  » 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  poKh. 
Heavy-duty  sling  for  take, 
along  convenience 
Red.  Blue,  Black.  $16.4) 


COMPLnC  SET  All  three  bags  in 
matching  colors  Red.  Blue.  Black  $40.00 

CYCLE  CDVEKS  Form  lifted, 
protects  against  all  weather. 
Heavy  gau^e,  cloth 
backed.  Resists  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
VHith  tie  straps 


KRYPTONITE 

CYCLE  LOCK 


FUEL  UUGE  Fits  all  Honda  Tip 
cap  models,  all  years  Mounts 
ea^i  y  with  Honda  recall  locks 
Aiso  Yamaha  '75'5  I'oad!  and 

installed  , 


Cannot  t)e 
cut  by 
baltcutters, 
files  or 
hacksaws, 
or  forced 
□pen  With 
lacli. 

The  ultimate 
Cycle  lock. 
Fully  hardened 
armor  steel, 
plastic  covered 
InsTaHs  and 
removes  in 
seconds. 

}39.35 


COOL  WUTNEK  UUNTinS 

Soft  cowhide  gloves,  foam 
lining  lor  warmth  &  comfort. 
Insulated  vmyl  gauntlets, 
adjustable  wnst  strap.  Black 
w,  maroon  &  white  strioe.  Sues 
XS.  S.  M,  L.  XL        $13.41  K 


1  Bike  shown  includes 
sissy  bar  ft  pad, 
Mindshleld  &  lairing, 
luggage  rack  and' 
saddle  bags. 


"No.  1  PATCH" 

For  SUZUKI,  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI, 
HARLEY. 

Brilliant  Red.  White 
&  Blue  embroidered. 
4"  high.  Iron-on 
or  sew-on.  Specify 
name.  No.  86 

$1.50 


'959 
*961 
#962 

•  964 
«9S6 

•  970 
•972 

•  974 
<978 


Moped  Cover 
for  t60cc  &  smaller 
For  750cc  i  smaller 
w  Sissy  Bar 
w  Wndshid 
Sissy  Bar  (,  Wndshid 
For  lOOOcc 
w  Sissy  Bar 
w  Wndshid 
Sissy  Bar  1  Wndshid 


UI.IS 

UI.IS 

UMS 
iiOM 
tMM 
U2.IS 
$32.*! 
$33.8S 
»3.8S 


CRUISE  HELPER  Effortless 
throttle  control.  Eliminates  fatigue,  wrist 
pains.  Quick,  easy  on-off  installation. 
Fits  all  cycles.  $2.49 


SILVER  WING  PATCH 

For  YAMAHA,  HONOA,  SUZUKI, 
KAWASAKI,  HARLEY. 

1 1"  wide  eiT&raiccred  patch  Silver  wings. 
b;ack  and  go!d  msiRnia  Iron-on  or  sew. on 
Specify  name  No.  30 


SADDLE  BAGS  For  on  or  off  bike.  Double  dutyl 
ider  seal,  over  seat,  over  shoulder.  Heavy 
ahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
orced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit. 
12"  wide,  11"  high,  4'/i"deep.  Great  ' 

for  free  &  easy  travel,  set  or  two 

-  Black  only  $19.99 

ty  (Reinforced).-  Black  or  Brown  -$24.99 


EAGLE  PATCH  for 
HONDA.  YAMAHA.  HARIEY 
KAWASAKI  SUZUKI 

Fine',  detailed  7.co'or 
embroidered  patch 
Bronze  wings,  brown 
hody.  silver  head  &  legs. 
•  eliow  talons  &  beak 
ron-on  or  sew-on 
*.  sizes  Specify  name 
Monster  10"  x  13'/j" 
No  t03  $13.95 
Giant  8"  «  ;0" 
No  77  $8.95 
Regular  3- y  i  i" 
No.  81  $3.49 
Mini  2':"  '  3U" 
No.  90  $1.95 


CUSTOM  CHROME 
CAUSE  COVERS 

Sturdy  gleaming  chrome 
rims  dress  up,  protect 
your  gauges  Fit  all 
Hondas.  Kawasaki  900/ 
1000,  Harley  Sportster. 
Specify  model. 
Set  of  two  $14.(9 


REFLECT-A-FRAME 

Adds  over  7"  of  reflective  safety 
to  rear  Chrome-trimmed  durable 
red  leian  With  sturdy  aluminum 
backplate  and  all  hardware.  For 
all  bikes  Specify  Slate  (Cal  .  NY. 
etc  )  of  license  plate  $4.95 


Quick  release  that 
works  like  a  miniature 
seat  belt. 

Replaces  '"0"  rings. 
$3.88 


Visit  aur  only  retail  location. 


NEW  CYCLE  SPAT 
protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting  One  size 
fits  all.  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps  Extra  strap 
included  Black  or 
Brown  $3.98 

HELMET  $PEAIIEIS  Weatherproof  remoti 
speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Fits 
We  ship  Worldwide  earphone  jack  of  transistor  radio.  2H"ilM'' 

  Includes  cable  connectors  $12.IS 

Optional  2-helmet  attachment  $4.99 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do-it-Yourjelfer" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adiustments. 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 


HI  PERFORMANCE  TUNE  UP  KITS 

hamplon  Spark  Plugs  "Pf" 


S  made  points  ft  condensers. 
I'  gauges  &  point  lubricant 
tuning  specs.  Also  available 
star  plugs  (add  $2). 


$15.20 
$14.45 
$12.45 
$12.45 

$17.20 
$  9.35 
$17.20 


GllOOO 

CB750  550  500  fours 
CB  CL^SO  SOO  twins 
CB  CL350-360  twins 
KAWASAKI 

900  1000 
KZ400  twins  (74  on| 
KZ650 

SUZUKI  GSIOOO.  CSS50,  GS750/850 
Specify  Dense  or  Kokusan  points  $17.20 
GS400  $14.45 
YAMAHA 

XS650(76onj  $14.45 
TX650  Xsl  B.XS2('69-'74)  $16.00 
ROdOO  twins  $14.45 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON 

rL.FLH.FX(70-77|.  FXE. 
Low  Rider  r75.'77):  FLX  (•70-741  $6.96 


KAWASAKI 

21/1000 
Triples 
Singles 
K26S0 


73-78  $7.95 

■69-75  $6.99 

■69-75  $6.9$ 

■"•■78  $7.95 


TWO  WAY  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring.  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 
normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals.  All  plastic, 
non-electric,  no  maintenance  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconne'cl 
Works  hands-free.  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  only  2  oi 
$8.99  set  3  or  more  $7.60  sat.  ...  , 

AM  FM  portable  radio  attachment  $3.98 


NONOA 

GLIOOO* 
750 

350-550  Fours 
450'500T 
350  360T 
XL  Series 
Elsinore  Series 
125 '200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


YAMAHA 

Street  2-strokes  '67-75  $8.99 

Endures  '68-'74  $8.85 

4  strokes  70-'74  $8.89 

SUZUKI 

l""',"  .  ,  .  »«•« 

$6  9$  Singles  t  Twin    70-'74  $6.99 

$s:95  GS750  77-78  $7.95 

$8.85    HARLEY  DAVIDSON 

All  V  twins  75-77  14.99 

'Other  name  brand  manuals  will  be  supplied. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  ship  equivalent  manuals 
when  jvallatiility  or  stock  prevents  immediate  sMpmcn' 


75-77 
■69-'78 
71-'78 
•66-'76 
'68-76 
•72-'75 
73-75 
'69-76 
'68-'75 


$7.99 
$7.95 
$6.95 
$6.99 
$7.95 
$6.95 


EAGLE  PIN  I 

Finely  detailed.  English  made.  I 
I  i/i"  high  Gold  only.  For  ■ 


TWO  WHEEL  ACCESSORIES® 
at  Honda  of  Mineola 


only 

Honda,  Yamaha,  Suzuki 
Kawasaki,  Harley  Davidson 
Specify 


336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE 
MINEOLA,  N.Y.1 1501  * 
(516)  2«-5775  " 


$2.98 


3le  saddle 
;ment  seat 

>t  in  custom  seats.  Use  your  original  seat  base  Install  pre  formed  foam 
ourself.  Fits  like  slock.  Hall-hour  installation  complete  with  directions 
no  cutting,  no  special  lools  needed.  Black  only.  For  Honda  GLIOOO 
A.  CB650.  CB550K  F.  400  Hawk.  CX500.  CBX  Kawasaki  KZ900  1000 
laha  XSllOO,  750-2D  E,  SE.  650  '76  t  later;  Su2Uki  GSIOOO,  GS75fl/'550. 


NEW  1979-80  CATALOG  $1.50 

($2  by  Air  Mail  anywhere  in  the  world  ' 


NAME 


ADDRESS - 
CITY 

Year  


STATE 


-ZIP- 


-  Model  •  - 


-Serial  • 


QUAN. 

ITEM 

SIZE 

coi-or'V'kAL"? 

choices) 

PRICE 

N  y  Slate  res.aeru  ado  i'.  ui"  Ui          Ajjij  g%  Shipping 

(MinlRiiin  $1) 

O  Specol  Handing  &  DK^  $ljO  add'Honal  lopwinail  TOTAL 

o  «* 

□□ 


amiable  and  at  home  in  a  multi-lingual, 
multi-cultural,  multi-everything  traveling 
circus,  he  was  twice  as  dangerous  as  the 
Lenny  Robot  Europe  had  been  expecting. 

While  Roberts  was  settling  down,  the 
defending  champion  was  becoming  more 
and  more  disconcerted.  In  terms  of  his 
ability.  Kenny  Roberts  is  not  by  any  means 
ordinary  but  he  should  not  have  won  the 
5(X)cc  world  championship  in  1978:  Barry 
Sheene  should  have  won  it.  Sheene,  how- 
ever, having  mis-read  Roberts  in  the  first 
place,  compounded  his  error.  Had  he  said 
in  his  column  that  he  would  wear  Roberts 
down  because  Goodyear  knew  next-io- 
nothing  about  racing  motorcycles  in  Eu- 
rope and  nothing  at  all  about  what  would 
happen  to  the  best  of  their  tires  when 
Roberts  put  them  on  a  500,  and  had  he 
pointed  out  that,  of  all  the  mind-bog- 
glingly  stupid  things.  Roberts  had  only  one 
YZR500,  he  would  have  been  on  to  .some- 
thing. Something,  furthermore,  with 
which  Roberts  would  have  been  forced  to 
agree.  Then,  for  good  measure,  he  could 
have  added  the  difficulties  of  learning  a 
dozen  new  tracks  in  a  few  laps  of  training 
apiece.  Those  were  Roberts's  real  prob- 
lems, and  they  almost  overcame  him. 

Roberts  didn't  have  to  race  directly 
against  Sheene  until  the  Dutch  TT  in  June. 
Hennen  and  Cecolto  were  consistently 
beating  Sheene,  and  Roberts,  in  winning 
in  Austria.  France  and  Italy,  left  him  a  long 
way  behind.  Sheene  felt  called  upon  to 
explain  himself,  but  he  didn't  favor  the 
terms  used  by  Roberts.  It  was  never  a 
question,  according  to  Sheene.  of  other 
people  going  faster. 

Sheene  said  he  was  ill,  suflering  from 
something  nasty  he  had  collected  in  Vene- 

Roberts,  like  Agostini,  lends  to 
his  arrival  a  sense  of  occasion. 

zuela.  Paddock  skeptics  with  a  medical 
bent  pointed  out  that  two  or  three  hundred 
other  people  had  been  to  Venezuela  and 
come  home  unscathed.  The  virus  may  have 
affected  Sheene's  temper  as  well  as  his 
stamina  (the  virus  allowed  him  to  come 
third,  but  not  to  win)  since  he  began  to  be 
short  with  journalists,  refusing  to  speak  to 
some  and  falling  out  with  others  who 
ventured  opinions  different  from  his  own. 
He  began  a  long  and  obviously  debilitat- 
ing campaign  against  those  elements  of  the 
media  that  refused  to  get  in  line.  His 
problem  lay  largely  with  the  non-specialist 
media.  The  enthusiast  press  continued  to 
repeat  his  point  of  view  without  question 
or  comment.  The  result  was  that  most 
enthusiasts  in  Britain  and  Europe  were 
offered  a  strong  impression  of  Sheene  as  a 
suffering,  if  not  wronged,  hero  while  their 
impression  of  Roberts  as  a  clinical  hatchet- 
man  was  undisturbed.  Meanwhile,  Sheene 
apparently  continued  to  suffer  the  slings 
and  arrows  of  outrageous  fortune,  Roberts 
apart.  The  Yamahas,  he  said,  were  20  mph 
faster  than  his  Suzuki;  his  Michelin  tires 
weren't  as  good  as  Roberts's  magic  Good- 


Yamaha  racing  manager  Ken  Clark  briefs 
Kingkenny  on  strategy. 


years  and  anyway,  he  wasn't  feeling  well. 
The  paddock  wits  did  nothing  to  calm  him 
down.  That's  right,  they  said.  Sheene's  got 
a  virus.  But  it  doesn't  come  from  Venezu- 
ela. It  comes  from  California,  and  it's 
carried  by  Goodyear  tires.  Far  from  home 
as  he  was.  it  wasn't  Kenny  Roberts  who 
was  going  to  pieces. 

Roberts  was  inclined  to  view  all  this  with 
detachment.  He  saw  no  reason  to  com- 
ment on  Sheene's  psychological  readiness, 
but  he  remembered  that  Barry  had  written 
him  off  at  the  beginning  of  the  sea.son. 
"That  was  a  dumb  thing  to  do,"  he  opined. 
"It's  okay  saying  I'm  no  good,  but  if  I'm  no 
good  and  I  beat  him.  what  does  that  make 
him?"  He  saw  it  as  a  matter  of  ill-judged 
tactics,  and  it  had  no  discernible  effect  on 
him.  "In  Camel-Pro,  we  just  don't  have 
that  kind  of  crap.  We  go  out  there  on  our 
motorcycles  and  race  them.  The  winner  is 
the  one  who  comes  in  first  and  that's  that. 
And  we  don't  have  anything  to  say  about 
it.  except  maybe  to  wish  we'd  damn  well 
gone  faster." 

After  the  Dutch  TT  Roberts  led  the  250cc 
class  as  well  as  the  5(X).  and  wasn't  far 
behind  Cecotto  in  the  750  running.  (The 
F750  championship  was  run  at  different 
venues,  at  different  times.)  It  seemed  that 
he  might  win  three  world  championships 
at  one  sitting,  his  first.  After  Holland, 
however,  things  began  to  fly  apart. 

The  250  was  the  first  to  go.  in  Belgium. 
The  start  at  Francorchamps  is  downhill 
into  a  left-and-right  kink  followed  by  a 
sharp  climb.  The  losing  end  of  the  field 
was  halfway  up  the  hill  when  Roberts 
finally  stopped  running  and  started  riding. 
He  looked  a  bit  silly,  and  it's  fair  to  assume 
he  was  angry.  At  the  end  of  the  lap,  he 
pulled  in.  He  handed  his  bike  to  Trevor 
Tilbury,  vaulted  the  pit  wall,  and  strode 
into  the  paddock.  It's  traditional  in  Europe 
to  remonstrate  when  mechanical  failure 
costs  you  a  world  championship,  to  look  at 
the  bike,  to  look  under,  to  slice  the  air  with 
anguished  gestures,  to  be  .seen,  to  be  ag- 
grieved. Roberts  didn't  give  the  bike  a 
second  glance.  Over  a  cup  of  tea,  he 
thought  about  the  500.  Emotionally,  intel- 


lectually, the  racer  Roberts  is  verv- 
verv  efficient  indeed. 

Roberts  didn't  like  most  of  \m. 
encountered  in  European  racing,  au 
so.  Belgium  encapsulated  not  only  » 
didn't  like,  but  how  he  dealt  with  it.) 
Roberts  doesn't  race  a  motorc\cle  11 
racing  is  death-defying:  he  races  B 
he  is  good  at  it.  He  w  ishes  very  muc. 
were  not  inclined  to  hurt,  let  alonea 
Some  Europeans,  .some  British  in  g 
lar,  cherish  brutal,  if  not  sadistic  an 
tions  about  the  nature  of  road  rao 
reasoned  propositions  to  improve 
they  will  eventually  say:  "Next.  y{ 
want  the  circuit  lined  with  foam  n 
They  imply  softness,  cowardice.  . 
Roberts  at  this  point  will  say:  "LI 
don't  want  the  circuit  lined  in  foam  £ 
1  want  the  circuit  lined  in  cotton  wc 
if  1  could  race  on  a  soft  rubber 
instead  of  a  hard  road,  I'd  want  thr 
Though  arguing  is  popular  in  moic 
racing,  no  one  has  yet  called  Rco 
coward. 

Francorchamps  is  a  circuit  madt 
public  roads  and  is  the  fastest  in  thoi 
with  a  lap  record  of  137.15  mph.  . 
didn't  like  it;  not  because  of  the  s^ 
even  because  of  the  houses.  wall:I 
and  telegraph  poles  snuggling  s 
mately  up  to  the  trackside.  He  didim 
because  of  the  surface.  Roberts  rid> 
his  brain  rather  than  his  backside,; 
needs  precise,  reliable  and  predb 
feedback  from  his  tires.  He  likes 
them,  but  he  likes  to  know  how  far  • 
sliding,  and  why.  A  public  road  : 
dosed  as  it  is  with  fuel,  oil,  and  rot 
too  well,  and  too  patchily.  lubm 
Roberts  won't  slide  his  tires  on 

The  truth  soon  dawned,  ai 
truth,  for  some,  was  awfuH 

surface  and  that  puts  him  back  om 
tion  level  with  the  Europeans,  whr 
slide  them  at  all. 

Belgium  had  the  common  backl 
of  the  grands  prix.  The  facilities  wo^ 
the  paddock  dangerously  smaj 
crowded,  the  organizers  were  um 
and  Roberts,  like  everyone  else,  waj 
ripped  off.  But  he  had  to  race  on  thrl 
First,  it  rained  during  practice,  thit 
his  500  and  his  250  seized,  and  he  o 
in  a  couple  of  laps  on  each.  (Ill 
probably  better  than  anything  hes 
season  how  good  he  is  that  he  qf 
fifth-fastest,  using  Cecotto's  spam 
Then,  it  rained  during  the  race. 

Belgium  represented  in  frigll 
measure  everything  that  might  rea;t 
have  stopped  Roberts.  Wil  Hartca 
became  Barry  Sheene's  teammate  a 
Hennen's  crash  at  the  Isle  of  ManX 
Belgium.  Kenny  Roberts  came  s 
ahead  of  Barry  Sheene.  It  was  an  a!i 
ing  performance.  Roberts  wasn't  pq 
to  follow  Hartog  through  puddlesc 
of  that  kind  at  170  mph.  so  he  eajj 
ioniiiiued  oU 
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THE  ORIGINAL  GREAT  CYCLE  JACKETS 
STILL  OUTRIDE  THEM  ALL. 

Schott  has  been  making  leather  cycle  jackets  since  1913.  They're  classics.  Comfortable. 
Practical.  And  great-looking.  That's  why  they  are  still  cycle  favorites.  You'll  get  years  and 
years  of  use  from  them.  On  the  road.  And  off.  Available  at  better  stores  everywhere. 


Genuine  Steerhide  Racer. 

Rayon  twill  body  and  sleeve  lining  with 
an  extra  zip  out  pile  liner,  slash  pockets, 
zippered  sleeve  bottom,  panel  front, 
adjustable  side  buckle  straps  In  Brown, 
Black  and  Luggage 


Helmet 

Genuine  Cowhide  Leather 
with  Goat  Grain,  in  Brown 
and  Saddle. 


Deluxe  Genuine  Natural  Leather 
A-2  Flight  Jacket  Attreictive  wool  plaid  zip  out 
liner,  rayon  twill  body  &  sleeve  lining,  snap  on  Dynel" 
.collar,  over  self  collar,  biswing  back,  two  way  flap  patch 
\ pockets,  snapped  down  epaulets,  100%  nylon  knit 
bottoms  and  cuffs,  jacket  can  be  worn  four  ways. 
VDeerskin,  Black,  Mocha.  Maple,  and  Brown. 


Deluxe  Genuine 
Steerhide 
Motorcycle  Jacket. 

Quilted  nylon  and  sleeve 
lining,  snaps  under  collcir 
for  optional  fur  collar,  full 
leather  facings,  three  piped 
zipper  pockets  and  change 
pockets  with  flap  Heavy  front 
zipper,  zippered  sleeve  bot  toms. 
epaulets,  large  buckle  on  belt 
Brown,  Black  and  Luggage 


The  lines!  in  men  s  outerwear  since  1913 


10  West  33rd  Street,  New  Yot1<,  N.Y  10001 


Lipyiigiited  material 


Get  Serious. 
Move  up  to  the 
Maico  Magnum  II 

Are  you  ready  to  make  the  big  move?  Are  you  past 
the  point  where  you  simply  want  to  find  out  how  good 
you  are?  It's  time  to  start  showing  {people  what  you've 
got  going  for  you.  If  you  think  1979  is  your  year,  the 
250  Maico  Magnum  11  is  ready  for  you  —  beautifully 
refined,  faster  and  more  dependable  than  ever  before. 
Here's  new  porting  that  blasted  Hans  Maisch  to  seven 
hole  shots  in  last  year's  world  championships  and  a 
powerband  so  broad  that  you  better  be  good  to  use  it 
all.  Cycle  editors  call  it  "legendary"  and  "ideal  for 


The  '79  250  Maico  Magnum  I 


American  tracks.  "  There's  no  chain  tensioners  ...  no  c 
chain  problems.  There's  a  reliability  that  only  dirt 
racing  specialists  can  build  into  a  bike.  The  famous 
Maico  handling  is  there  too  along  with  everything  else 
that's  new  for  '79.  And  again  this  year  you'll  see 
more  pro  privateers  and  sportsmen  out  to  eam 
a  reputation  riding  Maico  red  and  gold.  The  more 
serious  you  get  about  the  sport,  the  closer 
you  come  to  Maico.  Isn't  it  time  for  you  to  see 
your  Maico  dealer. 


MAICO;  1256  Progress  Rd..  Suffolk.  VA  23434  -  Rt.  1,  Box  21 1.  Antioch.  IL  60002  -  1 10  E.  Santa  Anita  Ave..  Buibank.  CA  91502  -  Canada  64  Healy  Rd..  Bolton.  Ont. 

Copyrighted  materia. 
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RACE  WATCH 

Honda  Denies  Endurance  PulUout;  RSC  Superbike 
gfine  Banned;  Kawasaki  and  Suzuki  Offer 
Contingency  Programs;  SCORE  Moves 


HONDA  DENIES  ENDURANCE  PULLOUT 


KAWASAKI  SPRINGS  LOOSE 
THE  GREEN 


denied  rumors  that  it  would  leave  endurance  racing  after  ttiree  years  of  dominance, 
durance  Champion  Jean-Claude  Chemarin  (partner  Christian  Leon)  is  shown. 


okesman  for  American  Honda 
lotor  Co.,  Inc.  has  denied  rumors 
:  giant  Japanese  motorcycle  manu- 
r  will  not  compete  in  1979  Coup 
irance  events  in  Europe.  The  Honda 
have  dominated  the  series  of  en- 
e  races  for  three  years.  According  to 
man  Bob  Doombos.  "There  are  no 

lONDA  RSC  SUPERBIKE 
ENGINE  BANNED 

A  officials  decided  that  the  RSC- 
uilt  997cc  Honda  engine  introduced 
ic  1979  models  (see  CW.  January 
vasn't  legal  for  Superbike  Produc- 
:ing.  According  to  the  AMA.  eligi- 
chines  must  be  based  on  complete 
.ycles  commonly  available  and 
g  EPA  emissions  control  regulations 
at  dealerships.  That  means  a  rider 
)uy  a  CB750  and  modify  it  within 
lies.  But  because  the  planned  op- 
RSC  engine  included  completely 
inkcases.  crankshaft,  connecting 
stons.  dry  clutch,  etc..  it  wasn't  a 
d  production  machine  engine  in 
l.A's  view,  but  rather  a  completely 
wcrplanl. 


plans  to  discontinue  Honda's  involvement 
in  endurance  racing."  Doornbos  said  that 
the  company  had  made  recent  efforts  to 
reinforce  the  tie-in  between  racing  victo- 
ries and  street-bike  durability,  and  that 
those  efforts  further  decreased  the  likeli- 
hood of  an  endurance  racing  pullout. 


DEATH  OF  F750 


Last  year  for  F750:  The  TZ750  may  go  the 
way  of  the  dinosaur  in  1980.  Here,  David 
Aldana  (10),  Steve  McLaughlin  (83)  and 
Randy  Mamola  mix  it  up  at  Laguna  Seca, 
1978. 

The  FIM  has  decided  to  phase  out  the 
Formula  750  World  Championship. 
After  1979.  there  will  be  no  F750  class. 
Another  class  to  get  axed  is  350cc.  In  1980. 
the  World  Championship  classes  will  be 
50cc.  I25cc.  250cc  and  500cc. 


If  three-time  AMA  Superbike  Production 
Champion  Reg  Pridmore  makes  it  four-in-a- 
row  in  1979,  he'll  win  $15,000  cash  from 
Kawasaki. 

Kawasaki  Motors  Corp.  has  an- 
nounced a  massive  drag  racing  and 
road  racing  contingency  support  program. 
Kawasaki  will  pay  Kawasaki  riders  $  10.000 
each  for  winning  the  Top  Fuel  and  Pro 
Stock  Championships;  with  $5000  each 
going  to  Champions  in  the  Super  Elimina- 
tor. Pro  Comp.  Modified  Eliminator  and 
Street  Eliminator  classes.  The  payouts  ap- 
ply to  both  the  international  Drag  Bike 
Assn.  (IDBA)  and  the  National  Hot  Rod 
Assn.  (NHRA)  for  a  total  of  $80,000.  The 
company  will  also  pay  Kawasaki  riders 
who  win  AMA  Superbike  Production  races 
in  1979.  as  follows:  $10,000  each  for 
Daytona  and  Laguna  Seca;  $5000  each  for 
the  two  Loudon  events.  Sears  Points  and 
Pocono;  and  $15,000  for  the  overall  Super- 
bike Production  Championship,  for  a  road 
racing  total  of  $55,000. 

SUZUKI  OFFERS  SUPERBIKE 
CONTINGENCY 

Suzuki  pilots  are  eligible  for  $10,000  in 
contingency  money  for  Superbike 
Production  road  races  in  1979.  A  win  at 
Daytona  or  Laguna  Seca  will  earn  an  extra 
$2000  from  U.S.  Suzuki  Motor  Corp., 
while  wins  at  Pocono.  Sears  Point  and  the 
two  Loudons  will  pay  $1500  each. 
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Learn 

Motorcycle  Repair 

★  TRAIN  AT  HOME  TO  BE  A 

Motorcycle 
Mechanic 


If  you  like  to   

ride  a  cycle  for  fun . . .  learn  how  to  fix 

it  for  profit!  imagine  a  better  way  to 

earn  your  living  whether  you  choose  to  work  in 
a  cycle  shop  for  someone  else  or  decide  to  start 
your  own  cycle  repair  business? 

Now,  thanks  to  North  American,  there's  a  fast, 
easy  way  to  get  training  at  home  in  your  spare 
time.  No  need  to  quit  school  or  your  job.  Experts 
show  you  step-by-step  everything  from  minor 
tune-ups  to  major  overhauls. 

CYCLES  ARE  BIG  BUSIHESS 
...AND  SO  IS  FIXING  THEM! 

There  are  more  than  S  million  cycles 
registered  in  the  U.S.  today.  Plus  an 
estimated  million  more  dirt  bikes.  And 
they  all  need  maintenance.  Opportuni- 
ties vary  in  different  areas,  and  we  can- 
not promise  you  a  job,  but  we  will  be  glad 
to  send  you  survey  results  showing  the 
employment  success  of  our  graduates. 


mi 


111         Tools  and  Twt  Instniments  Included  to 

Start  you  fast!  P™'"?'°"'J,''^'\?  r,d  m.chinic.  We  twh 

^Xd.  •  »<  uM  dming  your  trmining 

.  •nd  yours  to  «••&. 'J  '°J  ,|i  .bout  it  now.  S«ni)  »' 
^torcyd.  r'"'::™  _  tJll  infS  mllion.  No  eort  o.  obli- 

;;.?.„"".°:  rSrSUTTRui..  cou^n  .o-«____ 

—  ■        You'll  Be  the  Center  of 
Attraction  In  Your  Circle  of  Friends . 

th*»  pnvv  nf  frii»nr1<:  h  npiffhhr 


nncnon  in  Tour  uircie  oi  rrienos . . . 

Be  the  envy  of  friends  &  neighbors 
as  they  flock  around  to  watch  you 
tear  down  and  tune-up  all  kinds 
of  motorcycles.  And  just  think  of 
the  satisfaction  in  knowing  you've 
got  the  best  performing  bike  in 
town.  Plus,  you  can  make  extra 
dollars  fixing  motorcycles  for 
your  friends  and  neighbors. 

saw  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 

Get  all  the  facts  now  .  .  .  with- 
out obligation.  Be  among  the 
first  in  your  neighborhood  to 
cash  in  on  the  profits  in  motor- 
cycle repair.  No  cost  or 
obligation.  No  salesman 

will  call.  HHail  Coupon  Now.' 

^Car—n  by  Homt-Sludy  T 

!  NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR 
1 4500  Campus  Dr.,  Dept.  EB039  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 
I  Rush  FREE  color  brochure  and  full  Information  on  how  i 
I  can  learn  Motorcycle  Repair  for  only  a  few  dollars  a 
J  month. 


NAME  . 


.AGE. 


ADMESS  . 


CITY  . 


STATE  . 


.ZIP  . 


We  welcome  your  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think , 
interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  volume  of  mail  received,  we  cannot  returi 
personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and 
them  as  brief  as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "service,  "CYCLE  WORLD.  1499  Monrovia 
Newport  Beach,  Calif  92663. 


BLOWING  OIL 

My  1978  SR500.  when  subjected  to  sus- 
tained high  rpm.  will  blow  large  quantities 
of  oil  out  the  crankcase  breather  tube. 
Flow  as  large  as  a  pint  in  five  mi.  has  been 
observed.  A  catch  can  is  used  instead  of  the 
airbox  and  no  valving  is  used  in  the  tubing. 
An  automotive  PCV  valve  (installed  to 
create  negative  engine  pressure  compared 
to  the  atmosphere)  helped  .some  but  (op- 
posite what  I  expected)  every  seal  on  the 
motor  began  weeping  oil.  Removal  of  the 
PCV  valve  returned  the  motor  to  its  afore- 
mentioned condition. 

Unfortunately,  this  is  not  an  isolated 
case.  At  Texas  World  Speedway  where 
speeds  are  high,  no  fewer  than  four  out  of 
five  suffered  this  problem  (SR's.  XT's.  TT's 
alike).  Locally,  on  shorter  tracks,  at  least  30 
percent  of  thumpers  seem  to  be  affected. 

Furthermore,  engine  condition  doesn't 
seem  to  be  a  factor.  My  engine  had  three 
races  on  it  with  no  problem  and  with  no 
changes  whatsoever  started  blowing  oil  at 
the  fourth  race.  Subsequent  engine  tear 
down  showed  the  rings  had  seated  prop- 
erly and  allowed  no  blowby.  Other  affected 
engines  have  been  in  every  condition  from 
new  to  well  used,  from  stock  to  wild. 

The  only  solution  so  far  has  been  to  run 
the  engine  nearly  a  quart  low  on  oil 
(hardly  the  hot  set-up)  and  this  only  helps, 
not  stops  the  problem.  Any  ideas? 

"Stormin'  Norman"  Meyer 
Conifer.  Colo. 

iVe  experienced  (he  same  trouble  when 
racing  a  modified  TT500  in  Baja.  By  install- 
ing a  slock  breather  baffle  canister  from  a 
TT500  the  problem  can  be  reduced  but  not 
completely  eliminated.  The  stock  baffle  can- 
ister will  completely  cure  the  blow-by  prob- 
lem by  breaking  the  suction  effect  that 
develops  at  high  engine  rpm.  Some  oil 


useage  under  racing  conditions  will  .i 
noticed  as  the  500  thumper  seem  s  to  p 
around  the  valve  guides  but  shouldn 
problem  on  a  track  machine. 

PROTECT  THOSE  THREADS 

I  really  enjoyed  Don  Norris' 
Thumbs  Tool  Kit"  in  the  Decemb 
issue  of  Cycle  World.  I  too  have  a  1 3- 
socket.  F  hope  the  guide  will  becc 
regular  feature,  as  .several  other  imp 
tools  of  the  "Backyard  Butchery" 
were  left  out.  A  special  set  of  tool 
necessity  for  removing  those  won 
cross-head  screws  the  Japanese  are  s( 
of  using.  As  we  all  know  the  heads  ol 
li'l  darlings  are  made  of  silver  colore 
putty.  Through  a  great  deal  of  trie 
error,  and  cursing.  I  have  put  toge 
tool  kit  that  will  allow  even  the  mo.st 
of  backyard  hacks  to  remove  most 
.screws  on  their  bike: 

1-  Phillips  screwdriver 

2-  Impacl  driver  with  Phillips  bits 
sorted  sizes 

3-  4  lb.  sledge  hammer 

4-  Can  of  Liquid  Wrench 

5-  High-speed  electric  drill  and  hant 
bits 

6-  Set  of  screw  extractors 

7-  Pair  of  Vise-Grips 

8-  Hacksaw 

9-  Patience  and  two  six-packs  of  bee 

Tom  S 
Pembroke  Pin 
Although  vour  letter  was  written 
tongue-in-cheek,  your  point  is  well 
Japanese  cross-head  screws  can  b 
frustrating  to  remove.  Pari  of  the  pro, 
caused  bv  differences  in  cross -head 
driver  shapes.  Many  have  sharply  / 
ends  that  bottom  in  the  screw  head 
(  i>nliiiiu-U  on  f 
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Illustration  by  Stephen . 


10  BAnERYIAKES 
mt  SHAKES  BEnER  THAM 


)  obody  knows  better  than  you  the 
ind  of  beating  a  bike  takes.  Road 
nock  and  engine  vibration  can  really 
f-utalize  parts,  especially  the  battery, 
lhat's  why  Wisco  built  the  Roughrider 

A  U.S.  Ordinance  test  of  four 
IP  batteries  shows  the  Roughrider 
ntperformed  the  best  of  the  rest 
most  two  to  one. 

The  triangular  grid 
:esign,  the  specially  treated 
^tes,  and  the  rugged  cases 
)ean  this  battery  can  take  a 
eating  and  still  keep  cranking 
ut  the  power.  Start  after  start. 
^eVe  also  increased  storage 
)"e  407o  by  incorporating  our 
remium  grid  alloy. 

We  make  the  Roughrider 
§ht  here  in  the  States.  For  U.S. 
Ikes,  for  Japanese  bikes,  for  yom 
Ike,  without  adaptation.  And  it's 
riced  competitively,  too. 
I     The  Roughrider.  We  put  a 
it  in  so  you  get  a  lot  out. 
de  with  the  best. 

SB  Wisco  Incorporated 

a  Roughrider.  Write  us  today  for  your  free  Roughrider  sticker. 
!  irketing  Dept..  ESB  Wisco  Incorporated.  1222  18th  St.  Racine.  Wisconsin  53403 
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THEONDT 
1INI  iiOIOCROSSERTO 
4IRVIVE  A  HURRKANE. 


e  this  year's  YZ80  is  every 
ifie  championship  moto- 
ser  our  bigger  YZ's  are,  we 
tied  to  let  a  champion  go 
[md  prove  it. 

iTeam  Yamaha's  own  Bob 
ricane"  Hannah. 
The  test  took  place  on  a 
(ocross  practice  course  near 
t  Whitney,  Texas.  And,  true 
-m,  Hannah  did  more  than 
cake  the  80  out  for  a  spin, 
oosted  it. 

He  stuffed  it  through 
s,  and  exploded  through 
ns,  spraying  dirt  eight  feet 
36  air. 

After  an  hour  of  such 
[ire  testing,  the  champ  was 
might  impressed.  And  he 

BSO. 

«THE  THING'S  A 
ROCKET!" 

year,  the  YZ80  engine 
urates  10%  more  power  for 
e  holeshots  and  pack- 
hng  prowess.  And  since  it's 
ributed  across  a  broader 
1,  there's  more  ready  power 
>.able  no  matter  how  fast 
:dw  you're  going  when  you 
K  the  throttle, 
riiat,  coupled  with  our  new 
aeed  racing  transmission, 
vou  concentrate  on  riding 
iiiad  of  when  to  shift  next. 

iImAZING  CONTROL. 
NO  SURPRISES." 

handling,  according  to  the 
ip,  is  pure  Yamaha. 


Naturally.  The  rear  suspension 
is  no  less  than  our  exclusive 
Monoshock,  specially  modified 
this  year  to  increase  travel  by 
35mm.  Front  fork  travel  went 
up  too,  25mm  worth. 

"THE  FRAME  DIDN'T 
GIVE  AN  INCH." 

The  durable  double-loop  fi-ame 
is  a  new  design  with  the  same 
precise  geometry  and  low 
center  of  gravity  of  our  full-size 
motocrossers. 

And  that's  not  the  only 
mini  feature  we  borrowed  from 
our  maxibikes.There's  Reed 
Valve  Torque  Induction,  inner- 
rotor  CDI  ignition,  molded 
engine  side  covers  and 
leading- axle  front  forks. 


The '79  YZ80  obviously  is 
more  than  an  update  of  last 
yeai'^s  model.  In  many  ways,  it's 
a  completely  new  motorcycle, 
designed  to  respond  even  to 
the  radical  racing  style  of  the 
winningest  motocrosser  in 
AMA  history 

Or,  as  Bob  put  it: 

"I  wish  I'd  had  something 
like  this  when  I  was  a  kid.  I 
could  have  been  champion  two 
years  sooner." 

YAMAHA 

Whenyoii  know  how  they're  built. 


U  CHECK  OUR  UNBELIEVABL^^I 
▼  LOW  PfflCES.  THEN  ^ 


SAVEMONEY! 

SUPER  DISCOUNTS  ON  FAMOUS  BRAND 

TIRES&ACCESSORIES 


CHECK  OUR 

LOW  PfflCES.  THEN  . 
ORDER  BY  PHONE:  i 

call  TOLL- FREE  1-800-854-3103  TODAYI  in  Caiif.  i  714-556-rioe 
•  BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp  credit  card  orders  shipped  same  day. 


CONTINENTAL  KIIE  (R)&RB2|F1 

The  best  high-performance  and  high 
mileage  tire!  *  Indicates  tubeless. 

450H-17     K112U8.61  510/80H-18  K1 12  147.17 

325H-18     R82    33.88  -SIO/SOH-IB  K1 12  52.81 

350H-18     K112  40.10  325H-19     RB2  38.21 

400H-1B     K112  45.87  350H-19     RB2  41.26 

425/85H-18  K112  47.10  •350H-19  RB2  45  40 
•425/85H-18  K112  51.78 


DUNLOP  K81  Low  profile  front  or  rear  tire. 

510H-16   MKII        S42.36  S1CIH-18  MK  II  S44.17 

450H-17A(K87MKII)  33.78  32SH-19  F6  RIB  31.90 

360H-18                32.07  3S0H-19  F6  RI8  32.31 

410H-18                 37.38  360H-19  33.97 

425/85H-18              40.48  410H-19  38.18 


CHEN6  SHIN  STREET 

K81  pattern,  low  profile  and 
hi-speed  rated  —  a  super  buy! 


510-16 

51(V85H-17 

410/85H-18 

46(V85H-18 

510/85H-18 

325^60-19  RIB 

360/858-19 


117.13 
31.12 
28.51 
21.41 
33.82 
17.98 
19.18 


DIT4LM 


CHENG  SHIN 
MOTOCROSS 

Super  Digger  copy.  Top 
quality  at  lowest  prices 

385-14  818.55 

410-18  21.94 

460-18  ».41 

530-18  33.72 

300-21  18.77 


DUNLOP  K91  MK  II 

Belted  for  high-speed 
performance  and  increased 
mileage.  Use  with  or 

W/O  tubes.  510H-17  $59.02 
42S/85VB-18  50.96 
610H-18  54.70 
410V-19RIB    43  66 


DUNLOP  K190/K88 

Low  sidewall  blocks  for  extreme 
cornering.  Self-cleaning. 

510-17  KSe  831.81  500-18  K88  837.88 
410-1BK190  27.10  300-21  K190  25,30 
460-18  K190  31.78  325-21  K19a  29.41 


GOODYEAR  EAGLE  A/T  &  G/T 

Low  profile,  blackwall,  street/touring  tires. 

510-16  A/T  843.25  450-18  (VT  II  847.99 
510-17  G/T  II  51.74  325-19  A/T  31.06 
400-18  tJT  37.69  350-19  GAT  II  RIB  38.20 
450-18  An  40.87 

A/T  also  available  with  Raised  White  Letters  —  hibe- 
type  or  tubeless. 


IMPORTANT:  Tire  prices  include  Fed. 
Exc.  Tax.  It  you  compare  prices,  be  sure 
freigtil.  F.E  T  and  sales  tax  are  incl.  in 
total  price  quoted.  Prices  in  previous 
ads  no  longer  valid. 

(c)  Phantom  Rider  1979 


TUBES —  All  sizes:  Oh.  Shin  83.98.  Mlcheiln  84.98. 
Goodyear  86.49.  Continental  88.96.  Special  with  tire 
purchase:  Ch.  Sliin  83.25.  Goodytar  B.7S. 


SHOCKS  &  SPRINGS  i0BBB» 

-SAVE  UP  TO  35^1 

MUIHOLLANO  rebuildabie  street  and  MX  shocks  —  all 
lengths  838.9S/pr.  Springs:  sgle  rate  810.9S/fr. 
progr8l2.95/pr. 

MULHOLLAM)  LT8:  LONG  TRAVEL  GAS  SHOCKS  -  all 
lengths  869.S0/pr.  Springs:  sgle  rate  817.50/pr.  Progr. 
823.95/pr. 


H-P  EXHAUST  SYSTEMS  increases  performance  8-20%. 


Hon  CB/a350  68-73 
Hon  CB750  thru  76 
Kaw  Z1.  KZ900,  all 
Suz  GS750  77-78 
Yam  XS1/2/650.  all 
Yam  XS7S0.  all 

li 


Tin  P 

2  into  1 
4  Into  1 
4  Into  1 
4  into  1 

2  into  1 

3  into  1 


890.32 
13Z.M 
153.84 
I7S.80 
90.32 
133.38 
im  Prka  IHtckl 
up  or  dn  840.07 


Hon  XR75  73-78 

Hon  CR250  thru  '75  down  863.75 

Kaw  KZ650.  all  4  into  1  8136.00 

Kaw  H2  750.  74-76  3  into  3  8182.75 

Suz  GS550,  77-78  4  into  1  8136.00 

Suz  GT380/550/750  74-77  3  into  3  8182.75 

Yam  2SO/350/400.  all  twin  813S.I0 
Partial  listing  only.  Kerker  and  Jardine 
exhausts  also  available. 


LOCKHART  OIL  COOLERS 

Honda  Fours/GL  1000/Kaw  650/900/1 000/ Suz 
GS750/Yam  XS650/750  bik  84.98.  chr.  884.98  H-O 
Sports/Nor/Trl  bIk  858.98.  chr  878.98.  New:  700SSklts 
—  50*  increased  cooling  —  Honda  Fours.  Kaw 
900/1000.  H-D  Sports  BIk  only  879.98.  New!  Ther- 
mostat valve  —  works  with  all  coolers  —  826.00 


LESTER  MAG  WHEELS 

The  unique  cast  alloy  wheel  system  that  accepts 
tubeless  tires  for  less  weight  and  improved  handling 
For  BMW,  H-D,  Kaw.  Suz  Front,  from  8124.00.  Rear  - 
from  8158.00.  Hi-lighted  $18  extra  per  wheel.  FREIGHT 
INCLUDED.  For  details,  call  us  t*H-lrM  1-800-854-3103. 


Call  or  send  for  FREE  CATALOG    1  800-854-3103 


RIDER  WEAR 


HIELL  HELMETS  Save  up  to  12% 

R-T  (road/trail)  wht  (std).  red.  blu.  ora  851.85 
Magnum  II  sil  (std),  wht,  ora  75.65 
Star  II  wht  (std).  ora  96.75 

Star  120  wht  (std).  ora  83.55 
Moto  Star  wht  (std).  yel  83.55 
Sizes:  6''i-7^>   shoei  helmets  also  available. 

NYLON  MX  PANTS 

Made  of  strong  nylon,  these  pants  offer  maximum 
protection  with  plastic  knee  cups  (removable)  and  thick 
padding  at  hips.  Reinforced  seat.  In  black,  red,  or  blue^ 
with  contrasting  stripe.  Specify  size:  22-38  838.65. 


SHIPPING  CHARGES 

must  b«  added  to  all  prices. 
Minimum  order 
is  $10.00. 

Front  tires 
Rear  tires 
Shocks,  springs 
Exhausts 
Boots 

Helnwts/jackets 
/pants 

AK.  HI,  PR,  CZ,  APO/FPO  customers,  use 
3rd  col.  Freight  rates  to  Canada,  add  $3  to 
amounts  shown  in  3rd  col.  All  orders 
shipped  fully  insured.  For  COD  orders,  add 
$1.25  COO  fee  to  freight  charges.  No  CODs 
to  APO/FPO  or  Canada  addresses. 


m  ii 

MM- 

tWtl 

MdM 

WMt 

2.00 

{.85 

3.3S 

2.86 

4.1S 

4.86 

2.2S 

3.25 

3.75 

3.80 

S.2S 

6.7S 

2.00 

2.88 

3.3S 

ISO 

1.8S 

2.29 

MUSTANG  TOURING  SOOTS 

Unbelievably  comfortable  and  light  (only  3  Ibs/pr).  In 
genuine  black  leather,  13^"  tall,  V  hard-wearing 
rubber  sole  w/steel  shank,  zlppered  back.  Scuff  pads 
on  toe  caps  In  full  sizes  from  5  thru  13.  849.9S/pr. 

BELSTAFF  TOURING  JACKET 

too*  WATERPROOF,  this  comfortable  and  stylish 
jacket  is  inade  of  heavy-duty  polyurethane-proofed 
nylon  with  all  seams  sewn,  solutioned  and  taped.  Has  a 
red.  quilted  lining  and  four  pouched  front  packets. 
Color:  Black.  Sizes:  S  (34  '-36"),  M  (38"-40"),  L  (42"- 
44")  885.00 

MATCHING  PANTS:  27",  29",  31",  33"  Inseam  850.98, 
PHANTOM  RIDER  mi  mmm  m  cttrt  mu  u  kim 


ri 


flUNTOM  MDER*  3001  REDMU  AVE..  BIN  201 .  COSTA  MESA.  U  92626 


Oesoiplion 

Price  ea 

Total 

<  enclose 

II  Mo  Order  iDCen  Check  DPers  Chech  (allow  2  w*s.  to  clear) 
IJ  ?S%  cteposil  -  will  pay  balarKe.  ptus  fretght  C  0.0. 
Diarge  to  I  ]  Visa/BantiAm    atyi/Charge    a  Am  Express 
n  PtesM  s«r>d  me  your  FREE  catalog 

Account  No  


AM  shtpptng  charges 


Exp  date 


Btke  year.  make,  model  - 

Name  

AcMfe&s  


City/State/Zip  

Your  phone  no  (Oay  time)  ( 


all  TOU- FREE  1-8OO-8M-3103 


coniinued  from  page  J  73 


NEW  YAMAHA  TZ250 


The  1979  TZ250  has  a  new  frame,  ne\ 
arm.  new  monoshock  and  new  loo, 
engine  stays  the  same  as  the  1978  r, 

The  1979  version  of  the  Yamaha 
is  lighter,  lower  and  come 
TZ750-style  seat,  tank  and  fairin 
new  chrome-moly  frame  is  fitted 
aluminum  box-section  swing  arm 
monoshock  gas  pressure  is  now  adji 
The  front  brake  caliper  has  been  c 
from  iron  to  aluminum,  and  the  rea 
disc  has  been  reduced  in  size.  L 
TZ750,  the  TZ250  fuel  tank  now  hi 
gallons.  The  bike  weighs  234.8  lb 
price  is  not  known. 


SCORE  MOVES 

Known  primarily  for  organiz 
sanctioning  rugged  off-road 
the  Southwest  and  Baja  Cal 
SCORE  International  has  a  new 
Anybody  interested  in  the  Baja 
cional.  Baja  lOOOK.  Mexicali  250 
400.  or  other  SCORE  events 
contact  SCORE  at  31332  Via 
Suite  103.  Westlake  Village,  Calif 

coniinued  on 


Illustration  t>y  StepI 


IT  DOESN'T  HAVE  TO  BE  A 
ORD  TO  GET  THE  MOST  OUT  OF 
AUTOUTE  SPARK  PIUGS. 


You  probably  know  that  Autolite  makes  plugs  for 
Ford  cars. 

But  if  you're  into  things  that  move  on  two 
wheels,  you  may  not  know  that  Autolite  makes 
the  same  high  efficiency  plugs  for  just  about 
every  bike  ever  made,  American  or 
imported. 

So  if  you're  into  something  as  hahy 
as  a  Suzuki  RM  400  or  as  undemanding 
as  an  Indian  Mini  Mini,  you  won't  have 
far  to  ride  to  find  good  plugs. 


/lutolite 


Fratn  and  Autoliie  are  Bendix  Companies 
Fram  Corporation.  Providence.  Rhode  Island  02916 


a.Lial 


The  FM /AM  portable  radio  that  stays  put, 
anywhere  you  put  it,  has  better  reception 
with  new  built-in  antenna! 

Easy  Rider  is  the  first  quality  portable  you  can  take  so 
many  places  without  having  to  worry  about  its  sliding,  fall- 
ing or  breaking.  It  mounts  securely  on  almost  anything. 

There's  a  slide-lock  mount  that  fits  permanently  on  the 
handle  bars  of  your  bicycle,  motorcycle  or  snowmobile, 
keeping  the  radio  secure  while  you're  riding,  yet  easy  to  re- 
lease when  you  want  to  take  it  somewhere  else.  Easy  Rider's 
tough  ABS  plastic  cabinet  makes  it  truly  an  action  radio. 

•  Built-in  antenna  pulls  in  hard  to  reach  stations. 

•  Slide-in,  slide-out  mount  makes  Easy  Rider  truly 
portable. 

•  Plug-in  earphone  lets  you  listen  to  music  with  one  ear. 

•  Operates  on  4  penlight  batteries. 

•  Optional  AC  adaptor  operates  on  regular  house 
current. 

•  Easy  Rider  (batteries  included)  30038  $34.95 

•  AC  Adaptor  30039  $  4.95 


D0009 


P.O.  Box  C734,  524  Myrtle  Ave. 
Pratt  Station,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  11205 

Easy  Rider  Radio  w/batteries  30038  $34.95   

AC  Adaptor  30039  $4.95   

Postage  and  handling  $2.00   

•Add  local  sales  tax   

Total  $  

METHOD  OF  PAYMENT 

Check  or  money  order  Master  Charge 

Visa  '    American  Express 

Card  number  

Expiration  date  

Signature  


_dii!iis  abtt\  c  nainc_ 


Name. 


Address. 
City.  


State. 


_Zip_ 


'The  ^overriiiieni  requires  /«  lo  culleci  sales  lax  i 
all  stales  exrepi  AK.  Dh.  MT.  .\Haiid()R. 


'erial 


liliiiPMVilliliP 


MEK  tSSUES... 

I  may  have  missed  an  issue  of  CYCLE  WORLD  you  We  gal  some  catching  up  to  do. 
nee  over  this  list  of  available  back  issues  is  bound  to  reveal  more  than  one  article  you 
vou 'd  read.  Each  back  issue  costs  $1.50  each  plus  75C  postage  and  handling. 


SEPTEMBKR  77 

Husky's  Parts-Plus  360WR 

s  Guide:  Gear  Bags  Travel -Tested 

OCTOBER  '77 

Testing  Suzuki's  RM250C;  550  Honda 
Vamaha  DT125E— The  10  best  bikes  ol  '77 
NOVEMBER  '77 

Ducati  500GTL,  Honda  CMI85,  Laverda 
300  and  Maico  400WR 
DECEMBER  '77 

Yamaha  XS500E,  Kawasaki  KZIOOO 
Harley-Davidson  250  Mix — Cold  weather 
uide 

JANUARY  '78 

Sachs  GS250  Enduro,  Kawasaki  KL250, 
R80/7— Rebuild  vour  disc  brakes 
FEBRUARY  '78 

Springsteen's  XR750,  Harlev  Low  Rider, 
arna  250— Honda  Elsinore  CR250R— 
wire  wheels 
VIARCH  '78 

Suzuki  GSIOOO,  Can-Am  MX4,  Yamaha 
)E,  Full-Dress  XS750E 


10132  APRIL  '78 

Tests:  Honda  CBX.  Yamaha  IT250,  Maico  450 
and  Triumph  Bonneville 
10134  JUNE  '78 

Big  Four  250  Motocross  test— BMW  RIOOS— 
Right  from  the  crate.  Bright  Lights  for  the  open 
Road 

10658  AUGUST  78 

Tests:  Kawasaki  KZ650SR,  Suzuki  DR370, 
Honda  XL250S  and  Bultaco  Alpina  350— Fif- 
teen road  tires  comparison  tested 

10659  SEPTEMBER  "78 

Tests:  Suzuki  PE175,  Kawasaki  KZ750  and 
Laverda  Jota  1200  America — Bikepacking  four- 
stroke  singles  for  Touring,  Traveling  and  Taking 
it  with  you. 

10660  OCTOBER  '78 

Tests:  Harley-Davidson  FLH80,  Honda  GLIOOO 
and  Can-Am  370 — ^The  ten  best  bikes 

10661  NOVEMBER  '78 

Tests:  KTM250  MC5  and  Montesa  360  Cappra 
VB— Superbikes  at  the  Dragstrip:  Quicker, 
Faster... and  Legal 


10662  DECEMBER  '78 

Tests:  DG's  Exotic  ITI75  and  BMW  R65— How 
to  keep  your  hot  bike  cool 

10735  JANUARY  79 

Test:  Honda's  CBX,  CB750K  Husky  390  OR. 
Kawasaki  KZ400 — Exciting  new  Suzukis,  Hon- 
das for  '79 

10736  FEBRUARY  '79 

Tests:  Honda  CB650,  Suzuki  RM400N,  Yamaha 
IT250,  Yamaha  XSllOO  Special  — Backroad 
Biking  in  Baja 

10220  1978  TEST  ANNUAL  AND  BUYERS 
GUIDE  $2.50 


ACRYLIC  LIBRARY  CASES 


Keep  those  back  issues  in  prime  condition  by 
putting  them  in  these  sturdy  Collectors  Acrylic 
library  cases.  They  hold  12  issues— a  full  year 
and  are  durable  and  washable.  Save  by  ordering 
more  than  one. 

1  case  60292— $8.95  2  cases  60291— $16.95 
3  cases  60290— $24.95  add  $1.25  postage  and 
handling  per  case. 

30035  CYCLE  WORLD  COLLECTORS  SLIP- 
CASE  $4.95  an  ideal  way  to  keep  vour  Road  Test 
Sets  in  mint  condition,  plus  $1.25  postage 


BJiB  WESWS. 


are  groups  of  reprinted  tests  just  as  they  appeared  in  Cycle  World,  with  data  panels, 
id  pictures.  Each  set  is  a  valuable  reference,  including  important  machines  for  which 
are  no  longer  in  print.  Add  75C  postage  and  handling  per  set. 


BMW.  From  the  R-69  (1962),  R-27,  R-69S 
,  R-60,  R-75/5,  R-60/5,  Six  Tests,  Set 


BSA.The  Catalina  Scrambler,  650  Royal 
SS-90,  650  Lightning  Rocket,  Cyclone 
ipitfire  Hornet,  Victor  Special,  Spitfire 

II,  Starfire,  650  Lightning  (1968),  Rocket 
.  650  Lightning  (1970),  Victor  500  MX, 
ightning  (1971),  500  Victor  Trail,  Spitfire 

III.  Sixteen  Tests,  Set  $4.50 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON.  The  250  Sprint, 
1  (1962),  Sprint  H,  CRTT  and  KRTT, 
Sportster  VH,  Super  Sportster,  Sprint 
Sprint  CR,  FLH  (1967)  XLH,  Sprint 
,  Sportster  XLCH,  Baja  100,  Sportster 
Super  Glide,  Sixteen  Tests,  $4.50 

HONDA,  305  Super  Hawk  (1962),  250 
ibler,  250  Hawk  (1963),  Super  Hawk 
,  CS-160,  450  (1965),  305  Scrambler,  160 
Scrambler,  450  Racer,  CT-90,  CB  and  CL 
968).  CL-175,  CL-350,  750  Four,  SL-350, 

Mini  Trail,  CB-450  (1970).  CL  and  SL 
CB  and  CL  175s,  SL-175  Motosport, 
3  (1970),  SL-70  (1971 ),  CB-500  Four  (1971), 
)ur  (1972),  Twenty  Six  Tests,  Set  $6.95 

I  KAWASAKI.  175  FLTR,  650  WI.  250 

L  350  Avenger,  650  SS,  250  Motocross, 
ach  III  (1969),  100  G31M,  F5  Bighorn, 
ai  AISS,  175  and  250  E,  Mach  III  (1971), 
iduro,  350  S2,  Bighorn  350  (1972),  750 
Sixteen  Tests,  Set  $4.50 


10223  YAMAHA,  YD-3  (1962),  YDS-2  and 
TDl,  Ascot  Scrambler,  YDS-3  and  RD-56 
(1964),  305  and  YDS-3C,  YM-1305,  350  Grand 
Prix  (1967),  250  Enduro  Single,  YR-2  and  YR- 
2C,  250  YDS-6C,  XL-750  (1970),  R5  350,  Mini 
Enduro,  AT-1  Enduro  and  Motocross,  RTl-B 
and  Mini  Enduro  (1971),  200 Twin,  175  Enduro, 
650  XS2,  LT-2  MX,  100  and  200  Roadsters, 
Twenty  Tests,  Set  $5.00 


10222  SUZUKI.  250  El  Camino  (1962),  X-6. 
150,  200  X-5,  500  Five  (1967),  TM250  Moto- 
cross, T305  Raider,  T350  Rebel,  250  Savage. 
TS-90  Honcho,  T500  III,  MT  50  Minibike. 
TM400R  Motocross,  T250R,  TS250R,  GT  750 
Three,  185  Sierra,  380  Three,  TS400,  Nineteen 
Tests,  Set  $5.00 

10227  TRIUMPH.  Bonneville  (1962),  T-IOOSR. 
Bonneville  T120TT  (1963),  Thunderbird  (1964). 
TR-6SR  (1965),  TR-6SC,  Bonneville  T120R 
(1966),  TIOOR  Daytona  (1967),  Cub,  650  Saint. 
Tiger  650,  Trident  750  Three,  Trophy  500,  250 
Trophy,  Bonneville  (1971),  T120RV,  Sixteen 
Tests,  Set  $4.50 


P.O.  Box  C734.  524  Myrtle  Ave. 
Pratt  Station.  Brooklyn.  N.Y.  11205 
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Please  send  me  the  items  I  have  indicated  below. 

 Number  

 Number  

Item  


ltem_ 
Item. 


.  Number. 


  Price. 

 Price. 

 Price. 

Postage  &  handling. 
•Add  local  sales  tax. 

Total  $. 

Make  all  checks  or  money  orders  payable  to  CYCLE  WORLD 

Name  

Address  

City  

State  Zip  


'The  guvernnieni  requires  in  lo  collecl  sales  lax  in  all  slates  except  AK,  DE,  MT.  SH  and  OR 


LLARN  IT  ALL  . .  .  TMt  PWOTIUIOMAL  WATI 


I  »'<»rn  it  all  —  tht'  Professional  way. 
with  NTI  Industry  Training  Sysli'ms. 
NTI  is  a  profi'ssional  vocational  in 
slitiition  tk'dicated  to  huilding  super 
talent  in  niotort  ycle  mechanic  s 
and  related  fields. 


Approved  for  Vattrant 

Call:  (301)  277-2286 

An  Accraditcd  Institution 

'wmiiiMrTH^^ 

4810Calvert  Road:  College  Park.  Maryland 

NAME   

ASMESS  

JTATt  ZIP  


IIMCREDIBL.E  ! 


EqUALEAn 

^mESIOECAR 

6MI  w.  orange,  no  32,  cypress,  co/  90630 
OROfR    YOURS  NOW/  714-8278587 

dealer   inquiries  we/come. 
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MOSPORT  RECORD  LOWERED 
10  SECONDS 


Mike  Baldwin  at  Mosport:  even  faster  than 
we  thought! 

In  our  report  on  the  Mosport  F750  round 
in  the  January  issue,  we  said  that  Mike 
Baldwin  lapped  "a  full  two  seconds  under 
Baker's  old  record  at  1.39:47."  That  was  a 
typographical  error.  Baldwin's  new  record 
stood  at  1.29:47.  Hey,  we  were  only  10 
seconds  off  the  pace,  which  is  probably 
what  we  would  have  been  if  we  had  actu- 
ally raced  at  Mosport! 

SUPERBIKE  PRODUCTION 
RULE  CHANGES 

The  AMA  announced  several  rule 
changes  for  Superbike  Production  in 
1979.  The  new  rules  require  the  use  of  the 
standard  number  of  gears,  standard  type 
of  primary  drive  and  standard  type  of  final 
drive,  while  gear  ratios  and  gears  may  be 
modified.  This  rule  would  seem  to  put  an 
end  to  any  talk  of  converting  de-bored 
XSl  I  Yamahas  to  chain  drive  and  running 
them  in  the  class.  Carburetor  size  specifi- 
cations have  been  altered  from  stock  to 
oversizes  based  on  number  of  cylinders. 
Fours  can  run  31mm  carburetors:  Triples, 
35mm:  Twins  43.7mm.  Those  configura- 
tions yield  a  roughly  equal  intake  area  of 
about  3000  square  mm.  No  mention  is 
made  in  the  rules  of  six-cylinders.  How- 
ever, if  a  rider  reduced  the  displacement  of 
a  Honda  CBX  to  the  class  limit  of  1025cc 
and  used  the  six  stock  28mm  carburetors, 
he'd  have  an  intake  area  of  about  3700  sq. 
mm  and  a  potential  horsepower  advan- 
tage. Another  new  rule  requires  the  stock 
seat  silhouette,  which  sounds  good  be- 
cause it  makes  the  bike  look  more  like  a 
street  bike,  but  makes  it  harder  to  hang  on 
at  speed  and  while  accelerating.  Anybody 
who  has  actually  ridden  a  Superbike  will 
understand  why  outlawing  step  seats  is  a 
bad  idea.  Other  rules  require  working 
brake  lights  and  stainless  steel  external  oil 
lines,  and  mandate  catch  tanks  for 
breather  lines. 


STOP 
THIEF! 

Don't  Get 
Ripped  Off^/ 
Again  . . .  3^  ^oono 


PUT  THE  DAI  1000  UNTOUCHil 
ALARM  SYSTEM  ON  YOUR  BIKE 

The  most  sophisticated  motorcy 
alarm  system  available. 

•  TAMPER-PROOF  -  both  moto 

and  alarm  system  are  tamper 

•  INVISIBLE  —  alarm  system  is 

visible  to  potential  thief 

Mfgr"*  Suggested  Retail  Price  $ 
OUR  PRICE  $42.95 

plus  $2.05  shipping  &  handling 
FREE  —  Our  exciting  304-page  c 
included  with  each  order  —  reg. 

CYCLE  &  VAN  ACCESSORIE 

One  of  America's  most  complete  »cc 
shops  for  the  vanner,  or  rider  of  mo( 
or  Honda.  Suzuki,  Yamaha  or  Kawasg 

483  West  Main  Street.  Stamfonl,  C 

(US  Rt*.  1  al  WMt  -  1  block  north  of  l-{ 
203/32S-293S. 

Wu.  MaMar  Chare*  or  Chocki  Walcomad. 


CYCLES  &  CAR 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Largest  Parts  and  Accessoi 
Warehouse  in  the  Midwej 
Send  $1.50  for  Paris  &  Accessory  Ca 

Refund  with  purchase  over  $10.  I 

CARR'S  HON 

6800  N.Clark 
Chicago,  IL60626  312-274-^ 
State  Model  Year  &  Seria 


Available  at  your  favorite  cycie 
shop  II  not.  Older  direct  - 
S2  OS  per  iut>e.  3  tot  $6  00 


DfAURS:  Wrtle  lor 
FREE  lomple 


ie2/CYCLE  WORLD 


COMPETmON  CHEMIC 

P.O.  Box  141  •  Iowa  Fal 


in 
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r  of  the  screwdriver  tip  engages 
With  this  type  screwdriver  the 
id  is  instantly  stripped.  Check  all  of 
-head  screwdrivers  in  your  tool  kit 
nd  the  end  off  any  with  sharply 
ips.  A  bench  grinder  will  fix  them 

XRLESS  BSA 

:  been  looking  everywhere  for  a 
;  ignition  for  my  1972  BSA  Single, 
gestions? 

Dennis  Thompson 
San  Diego,  Ca. 
CM  Imports,  Rt.  1,  Huntley,  111. 
'hone  (815)  923-2155 

IN  OIL 

Z750  started  leaking  oil  arourid 
gasket  at  400  miles  and  the  gasket 
laced  on  warranty.  This  helped 
»ut  the  time  the  warranty  ran  out— 
itarted  leaking  again.  My  dealer 
:  replace  it  again  under  warranty 
retighten  the  head  bolts,  which 
;lp.  I  went  through  the  same  BS 
.Z400  and  am  tired  of  being  cov- 
1  oil.  Help! 

Steven  Jane 
San  Francisco.  Ca. 
a  reputable  shop  tear  the  engine 
id  check  the  head  and  cylinder 
urfaces  for  warpage.  If  warped  they 
to  be  surfaced  or  replaced. 


*0  LIGHTING 

tve  found  that  the  direct  connec- 
the  existing  taillight/brakelight 
ons  to  the  existing  lighting  coil  on 
T250  or  IT  1 75  produces  an  unac- 
low  level  of  illumination  in  all 
It  have  overcome  this  problem  in 
i.  On  the  175  we  found  it  expedient 
in  auxiliary  coil  specifically  for  the 
\\i  lighting  load.  It  is  unreasonable 
:t  the  stock  coil  to  handle  a  77 
increase  in  load  just  by  adding  a 
ise  the  power. 

your  article  "Low  Buck  Fixes  for 
as  a  starting  point  (Shame  on  you 
:tting  your  own  article  and  shame 


SCOTT'S  FIFTY  NINE 
tough  new  goggle 

carries 
scratch  resistant 
high  impact 

LEXANlens. 


Danny  LaPorte 


Keni  Howerton 


Join  Bob  Hannah,  Marty  Smith,  Danny  LaPorte,  Kent  Howerton  and  other 
winners  using  this  high  performance  goggle 
from  SCOTT  USA.  You  can  spot  Fifty 
Nine's  because  they  come  in  bright 
Yellow  or  Red. 


See  your  accessory  dealer  and 
buy  The  Winning  System;  SCOTT 
Goggles,  Face  Guards,  tear  off 
lenses  and  replacement  lenses. 


The  Winning  System. 


PO.Boxl418  •  Sun  Valley  Idaho  83353 


:>y  Oanlel  Bodelson 
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What  made  the  men  of 

Fhi  KappaTheta  run  out  on  th< 

social  event  of  the  season? 


The  KZlOOs. 


Some  say  it  was  the  devil's  work. 
Others  say  it  was  a  sorority  pay-off. 
All  anybody  knew  for  sure  was  that  when 
n  Barkwortii  and  George  "The  Gorge" 
ard  skipped  on  the  annual  toga  party,  they 
k  over  half  the  buffet  and  certain  valuable 
nuscripts  with  them.  And  they  left  on  the 
400  and  KZ400  LTD. 
They're  two  bikes  out  for  a  good  time, 
ether  it's  highway  riding  or  campus  crusin! 
X  can  bet  your  toga  on  that.  The  six-speed 
ubox  gets  you  a  lot  of  go  from  a  strong 
■kc  4-stroke  single  overhead  cam  engine. 


Stop  at  a  light  and  the  automatic  neutral- 
fmder  finds  neutral  on  the  first  try.  And  the 
steering  lock  is  built  right  into  the  ignition 
switch.  So  wise  guys  on  Greek  Row  don't  ride 
off  on  your  good  time  motorcycle. 

The  Gorge  liked  to  get  down  to  basics. 
Food  and  your  basic  KZ400.  Barkworth  was 
more  the  BMOC  type  (Big  Man  On  Campus). 
So  the  KZ400  LTD  was  more  his  type. 

The  KZ400  LTD.  Billy  goat  bars  (almost), 
fat  rear  tire,  aluminum  alloy  wheels  with  a  disc 
up  front.  Big  step  seat  and  a  sinister  black  paint 
job  with  pinstriping.  Oh,et  tu.  Brute? 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  fhe  law  firm 
of  Dicker  and  Dicker 
bail  out  on  the  accused? 

The  KZ650S. 


I 


sn  court  resumed  for  the  afternoon  session, 
tiefense  attorneys  were  missing.  Witnesses 
lortedly  saw  two  men  flee  the  grounds,  one  on 
flwasaki  KZ650,  the  other  on  a  650  Custom. 
Undoubtedly,  they  took  to  the  backroads. 
II  highway  riding, with  all  its  twists  and  turns, 
xchbacks  and  straights,  is  how  to  find  out 
ut  the  KZ650s.  When  a  bike  thrives  on  that, 
•know  the  city  streets  will  be  an  easy  exercise. 
What  makes  the  KZ650s  so  handy?  Careful 
^gn.  The  KZ650  engine  is  built  to  deliver  the 
formance  of  a  750,  in  a  bike  with  the  size 
I  handling  of  a  550.  It's  a  652cc  4-stroke  with 


double  overhead  cams  and  a  new  self-adjusting 
cam  chain  tensioner  Accelerator-pump  carbu- 
retion  gives  you  smooth  throttle  response  for 
quick  bursts  of  speed. 

Dicker,  Senior,  rode  the  KZ650,with  its 
clean  styling  and  goodtime  price.  Dicker,  Junior, 
wanted  looks  and  action.  His  650  Custom  had 
cast  and  machined  alloy  wheels,  three  hydraulic 
disc  brakes,  custom  paint  and  pinstriping. 

The  Kawasaki  650s.  No  matter  which  one 
you  ride,  you're  getting  big  bike  power  and 
good-handling  in  a  mid-sized  motorcycle.  And 
Slat's  a  case  you  really  can't  argue  with. 


Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


'  &vasal«i  believes  in  riding  safely^heck  local  laws  before  you  ride.  Member  of  AMA,  MIC  and  MSF. 


Weathersealed  to  protect  contents  from  dust  and  rain. 

Permanently  mounted  tops,  concealed  ^ggjiy  fug  nearly 
front  hinges,  and  chrome  lid  stays.        g,,  i^gg^ge  racks. 


Custom  Mounts  are  available 
for  most  touring  bikes. 

King  Size  Bag  holds 
"Star-type"  helmet- 
plus  more. 

Stainless  steel  ^^^^k 
5-pin  cam  locks.  ^^^^^B 


Holds  two  helmets 
plus  other  things. 


Two-mch-thick 
Backrest  Pad. 


Hand-polished 
chrome  plated 
Bag  Guards. 


Combination  stop,  tail 
and  directional  light. 


First  Class 
Accommodations 

Extra-large  carrying  capacity,  top  styling  features  and 
high  quality  construction. .  .three  important  things  to  look  for 
when  choosing  Saddlebags  or  Tote  Boxes.  Bates  has  them  all 
In  these  beautiful,  hand-polished  fiberglass  accessories. 
Also,  your  choice  of  colors,  striping  and  Guard  Rails. 
For  future  fun  and  enjoyment  from  touring,  why  not  go  first 
class  with  Bates  today? 


the  "quality  people" 


Make,  model  and  year  of  cycle  

Custom  Colors  Specify  exact  color- 


Fiberglass  SaddlalMga  □  Black  DWhile  DCustom  Color  $40.00  ex 

□  King  Size  with  Rear  Refl— $144  50  DWilh  12vLighl— $154.50 
Striping— $20  00  pr  □  Black  □  White  □  Gold   

□  Bag  Mounts- $29  95  □  Bag  Guards  shown  on  Bag— $49  95 
FIbarglaas  Tote  Box  DBIack  DWhite  DCustom  Color  $25.00  ex 

□  Standard  Size--$79  50  □  King  Size— $89  50 

□  Custom  H-lm  Ralla  (shown  on  Tote  Box) — $18  95  pr  

Striping— $15.00  □  Black  □  White  DGold  

Plus  shipping  and  insurance  (10%  or  $10  00,  whichever  is  less) 
Total  Amount  Due   □  Check   □  Money  Order  enclosed  for 

Send  order  to  Accessory  House,  Box  1770-WB,  Long  Beach,  CalK.  90801 

and  include  your  complete  name,  address  and  telephone  number 

□  $2  00— Rush  me  all  the  full-color  Bates  Accessories  and  Leathers  Catalogs 


Send  us  this  coupon, 

we'll  send  you 
free  information  on 
your  last  tune-up* 

□  I  want  to  know  more  about  my 
Lut  TUn*4Jp.  Send  It. 

□  I  already  know  the  facts.  Enclosed 
is  $98.50  +  3.50  Shipping  ea. 
CalH.  Res.  add  6%  Sales  Tax. 
My  bike  Is  " 


Address. 


Ciiy,  State. 


.aprll 

cycle- 
•  world 


I 
I 
I 
I 

■^mEUCTRONIC  KJNS  | 

■  ^9  I^KSL  K.V.  Preduds  , 
1062  E.  Cypwtt  St.  Coving,  Cqlll.  »1724| 


Zip. 


continued  from  page  IS3 
again  for  not  following  up  on  you 
'Instead,  we  plan  to  do  similar  arti 
other  models  as  demand  warrani 
apologies  if  I  missed  it),  we  hopped 
Stock  coil,  added  a  brakelight  swit 
bulb  (socket  was  existing  on  both 
and  to  keep  the  bulbs  from  bumi 
when  the  brakelight  is  not  on  ai 
simple  voltage  regulator  (cost  ab^ 
though  a  parallel  load  would  do. 

Roy  Kitko 
Sisterville, 

MORE  DT  POWER 

I  have  a  Yamaha  DT175E  that  h 
modified  with  knobbies  and  an 
system.  It  works  well  in  the  dirt  bu 
more  power,  any  suggestions? 

Joseph  N 
Montcla 

DG  Performance  can  give  your 
all  the  power  you  want.  See  Cycle 
December  1978  for  details  or  write 
Performance  Products,  1170  Van 
Anaheim,  Calif  92806. 

GEMINI  PARTS 

I  have  a  Gemini  80  manufacture' 
San-Tong  company.  I  can't  find  pat 
Can  you  help?  I  need  a  piston  anc 

Marl 
•  Warr 

The  Gemini  80  used  an  engi 
looked  much  like  a  Yamaha  80. 
piston  and  cylinder  to  your  Yamah 
and  have  him  measure  it.  With  an) 
will  he  able  lo  substitute  Yamaha  / 


188/CYCLE  WORLD 


"I  feel  we 
make  the  best  pistons 
available!" 


Piston  design  licensed  by  a.e.r.  inc. 

For  more  information  and  a  price  list,  send  $1  to 
matrex  PO.  Box  366B   Minneapolis  MN  55405 


CYCLE- 
SOUND 

The  Road  Never 
Sounded  So  Good 


Specifically  designed  for  the  Vetter  Vin- 
dicator and  Windjammer  fairings,  this 
Cycle-Sound  unit  boasts  5-inch  air  sus- 
pension speakers  —  the  largest  built-in 
speakers  available  for  motorcycles. 

And  coupled  with  its  unique  dash- 
mount,  waterproof  housing,  Vetter  Cycle- 
Sound  perfectly  matches  the  leading 
AM/FM  stereo,  8-track,  cassette  or  CB 
units. 

Cycle-Sound.  Just  one  of  many  Vetter 
accessories  designed  to  make  your  road- 
riding  experience  . . .  even  better. 

See  your  local  dealer,  or  send  SI  for  our 
new  catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93401 


Profbss/ona/ 

'om  pa^c  17(1 

Tiaybe  166  or  so.  But  he  beat 
ho  was  not  only  the  world  cham- 
he  lap  record  holder.  Hartog  was 
ediate  tires;  Roberts  was  on  dry- 
s. 

;  led  the  500cc  series  fairly  com- 
rom  Sheene  when  he  set  off  for 
:andinavian  rounds,  and  led  it  by 
if  his  teeth  when  he  came  back. 
:vHs  of  a  heavy  tire-testing  sched- 
aving  only  one  bike,  which  had 
the  project  from  the  outset. 
3berts  squarely  in  Sweden  and 
lallv,  to  work  him  over.  Riding 
\  a  new  tire,  trying  to  slide  it  hard 
>  retain  a  useful  impression  from 
ce  session  to  the  next  put  Roberts 
pital.  Still  concussed,  he  finished 

I  the  race  while  Sheene.  shad- 
Hartog.  won.  Since  Hennen's 

;ene  had  become  the  statistical 
He  and  Roberts  faced  each  other 
ints  table,  but  they  rarely  met  on 
They  both  broke  down  in  Fin- 

they  arrived  in  England  with 
Its  separating  them, 
sure  was  critical  to  the  two  re- 
ounds.  Roberts  narrowly  led  the 
iship  but  Sheene  was  riding  at 
media  terms,  he  was  very  much 

In  a  radio  interview  the  day 
i  race  he  condemned  the  entire 
mplaining  that  it  was  "full  of 
5."  and  said  that  the  press  would 
m  into  taking  up  a  career  as  a 
One  car  driver.  He  said  of  the 
now  he  was  not  expected  to  win, 

;  didn't  like  most  of  what 
untered  in  European  rat 
i  said  so. 

ure  was  all  on  Roberts.  Kenny. 

le.  said  nothing  except  that  he 
ed  to  be  back  on  a  real  race  track 
to  have,  at  last,  a  second  bike  to 
pressure  during  practice  periods, 
le  was  to  produce  a  special  test  of 
ession  and  it  was  Sheene,  at 
d  not  Roberts,  the  stranger,  who 

II  it. 

ritish  Cirand  Prix  was  a  mess, 
won.  after  fearsome  rain  had 

mid-race  tire  change.  Sheene 
after  the  change  to  rain  tires, 
jthers  changed  Roberts's  wheels 
ster.  Sheene  was  third,  behind 
mship.  a  British  rider  who  had 
ji  start  on  intermediate  tires  and 
to  stay  out  on  the  track, 
onfusion.  there  were  di.sgraceful 
1  the  victor)  rostrum.  The  pre- 
s  among  those  who  wasn't  sure 
happened  and  chose  the  middle 
lerican  anthem  to  ask  Sheene  for 
n.  While  the  Star  Spangled  Ban- 
d  and  Roberts,  who  takes  the 

being  his  country's  repre.senta-5 


HORSEPOWER  TO  WIN 

Cams  —  Racing 

Valve  Springs 
Sportster  —  Honda  — 
Kawasaki  Zl  etc. 

!  RAVESI 

j     RACING  CAMS 

!           Wyman  Road 
f    Billercia,  Mass.  01821 

Tel:  6f7-663-3733 
i     SendSOc  for  Catalog 

ROAD  RACERS  —  CAFE  RACERS 
RD350/400.  Honda,  Kaw,  Suz  k  others 

Road  Race/Cafe  tairings,  seats,  tanks,  pipes,  tires, 
RR  txxjts  &  gloves.  Special  tools  & 
hardware,  racing  brakes  and 
many  other  hard  to  find  items. 

New  IS79  Catalog  SI  . 00 

Racer*  Supply,  D*pt.  CW 
6959  Van  Nuya  Blvd.,  VN,  CA.  91405 


JOIN  THE  LEADERS  IN  COLORFUL 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Sav*  money  I  Top  quality 
motor  cycia  and  high  apeed 
clothing  with  carrlaga  paid 
dollar  pricaa  claarly 
mark  ad. 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers  ".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 


To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  (Dept.  CW),  120/122  Great 
[  Portland  Street,  London,  W1A  2DL,  England. 
I  Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 .00. 

'  Name   

'  Address  
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quality  motorcycle  products 


STOP  by  your  nearest  dealer  and  see 
our  complete  line  of  accessories,  from 
sprockets  to  footpegs.  LOOK  and  examine 
them  closely.  For  years  we  at  CIRCLE 
INDUSTRIES  have  maintained  a  high 
standard  of  quality  in  all  we  manufacture. 
Each  product  is  tested  under  rigid  spec- 
ifications, assuring  it's  the  best  available. 
Now  we  skin  package  them  showing  ex- 
actly what  you're  getting,  and  marked 
clearly  for  easy  identification.  So  next 
time  you're  buying  motorcycle  accessories 
—  seek  out  our  new  bright  blue  and  black 
CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  packages.  STOP, 
LOOK  and  BUY  the  BEST! 

Our  new  '77  catalog  with  specs'  and  prices 
on  our  sprockets  and  many  other  products 
is  now  available  for  $1.  Send  for  your 
copy  today! 


CIRCLE 

INDUSTRIES 


17901  ARENTH  AVE./DEPT.  CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  OA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 


The  Profbssiona/ 

tive  seriously,  held  his  trophy  aloft.  Sheene 
declared  to  a  striking  musical  accompani- 
ment that  he  had  been  told  that  Steve 
Vlanship  or  iVlarco  Lucchinelli  had  won. 
)ut  that  it  definitely  wasn't  Roberts.  The 
nthem  was  faded  out.  As  Roberts  left  the 
rostrum,  he  .said  he  would  be  in  his  motor- 
home  and  when  they  had  figured  out  w  ho 
lad  won,  he  would  be  grateful  if  they 
would  let  him  know. 

The  crow  d,  which  was  robbed  of  a  spec- 
tacle both  by  the  weather  and  by  indecisive 
management,  was  hostile  to  Roberts, 
whom  they  saw  as  the  culprit  rather  than  as 
another  victim  (he  took  the  points,  but  he 
had  wanted  the  race  stopped).  But  then. 
British  enthusiasts  have  been  led  to  believe 
all  manner  of  things  about  Kenny  Roberts. 
He  didn't  care  to  be  booed,  but  he  was 
unaft'ected.  "No.  1  don't  like  it."  he  said. 
"But  for  years  i  have  been  an  outsider  in 
America.  They  never  liked  me  racing  Ya- 
mahas  on  the  dirt  against  all  those  Harleys. 
and  they  used  to  boo  me  once  in  a  while. 
They  u.sed  to  throw  beer  cans  at  me  at 
Louisville.  When  you've  been  to  Louisville 
to  race  against  the  Harleys,  you  can  take  a 
little  booing."  It  had  never  occurred  to 
Europe  that  Kenny  Roberts  had  been  an 
outsider  all  his  professional  life,  just  as  it 
had  never  registered  that  he  had  done 
more  traveling  per  year  in  the  States  than 
he  would  do  in  Europe  in  two  seasons. 
Roberts's  reaction  to  hostile  crowds  was 
again  in  stark  contrast  to  Sheene's  attitude. 
Sheene,  in  his  public  pronouncements, 
seemed  mesmerized  by  what  he  called 
"the  knockers."  In  fact,  there  was  little  or 


It  had  never  occurred  to  Europe 
that  Kenny  Roberts  had  been  an 
outsider  all  his  professional  life. 


no  evidence  of  his  being  knocked  and 
crowds  everywhere  were  warmly  receptive 
whenever  he  rode,  win  or  lose.  None  of  the 
things  that  Sheene  actually  pointed  to  as 
the  cause  of  his  downfall  were  substantial. 
The  one  solid  problem  he  had  was  Kenny 
Roberts,  and  Kenny  Roberts  was  none  of 
the  things  Sheene  had  said  he  would,  be. 

At  the  final  round,  at  the  Nurburgring, 
in  Germany,  two  weeks  after  Silvcrstone. 
Roberts  still  hadn't  gone  to  pieces.  He 
faced  learning  14  miles  of  the  world's  most 
infamously  dangerous  racing  circuit  and 
he  broke  the  lap  record  in  unofficial  prac- 
tice and  came  third  in  the  race  by  forcing 
himself  (o  go  slow  ly  on  an  over-jetted  hike. 
Sheene  came  fourth.  Roberts  was  the 
world  champion.  At  the  presentation  that 
es'ening.  the  first  people  he  thanked  were 
the  privateers,  for  putting  up  with  so  much 
to  make  the  racing  possible.  He  wouldn't 
he  said,  be  thanking  the  organizers,  be- 
cause they  got  enough  thanks  as  it  was. 

In  winning  the  500cc  world  champion 
ship,  having  twice  been  AMA  champion 


CARBSTI] 

MERCURY  CARB  SYNCHROM 


The  most  accurate  and  convenlenn 
carb-synchronizer  availablel 


as 

suppq 


•  Kawasaki— all  four  strokes 

•  Honda— all  fours  and  360,  200  twinir 
.  BMW— all  /6  s.  /7's  and  S  Models 

•  Yamaha-XS750, 650.  500,  360 
.  Suzuki— GT-750.  550,  380 

•  Moto  Guzzi— Laverda— Benelll 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  mone»E 
SEND  CASH.  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDC 

PASER  INSTRUMENTATION,  , 

4913  W.  Avalon  Dr.,  Phoenix.  Arizonas 
or  call  602-272-5444 
Dealer  inquiries  invited 


COtVIHLETE  $219  95 

•  Mounting  Bracket  •  Pocket  Liner 

•  All  Fiberglass  •  Lighter 

•  Windshield  •  Black.  While.  9 

•  Running  Lights  •  Polyurethane  1 1 

•  Turn  Signals  •  Decals 

•  Pocket  Covers  •  9-pin  Wiring 
VK/Pouch  Harness 

Optional.  :San  .e  windshields  as  below  Ico 
Starr,  same  price 

REPLACEMENT  WINDSHIELD 
FOR  WINDJAMMER  FAIRINGC 

Standard  Size  

standard  Size  w/Snap  Vents  

Extra  Tall  Size  2'  

Extra  Tall  Size  w/Snap  Vents  

Hand  Savers  

Lower  Wind  &  Rain  Guards  

Iee'S.  " 

P.O.  BOX  5882,  TUCSON,  ARIZOM 
WRITE  OR  CALL  (602)  294-55 


190/CYCLE  WORLD 


CoDvixihted  ■laloriai 


Roherls  became  perliap.s  the  (irst 
tDild  cliampioii.  His  ability  to  ride  a 
xvcle.  finally.  deJies  analysis.  Rob- 
Iho  has  an  analytical  turn  of  mind  as 
«  a  lot  of  patience,  will  tr\  to  explain 
ilescribe  it.  certain!)  to  dc-mystifv  it. 
May  he  knows  how.  How  he  balances. 
'jc  slides,  how  he  accelerates,  how  he 
..  how  he  uses  line.  In  the  end.  he 
;Xails  oir.  slightly  confused.  Because 
i  end.  he  doesn't  quite  understand  it 
'  What  he  says,  what  he  said  an  hour 
»ie"d  won  the  ssorld  title,  is  that  he's 

I  ordinary  rider. 

ut  we  know  is  that  he  rides  a  motor- 
u'aster  and  harder  than  anyone  else  in 
!x)rld.  further,  he  knows  precisely 
land  where  to  do  it.  and  when  to  ease 
T  can  measure  his  ability  in  terms  of 
i«rld  championship  he  shouldn't  have 
Racing  a  kind  of  motorcycle  he  had 
)<>een  before,  using  tires  that  were  new 
.1.  on  tracks  he  had  never  seen,  with 
ijuate  practice  time,  with  no  spare 
me  and  no  previous  experience  of  a 
'_•  and  complicated  way  of  life,  he 
(oe  title  from  a  man  w  ith  three  factory 
und  almost  10  years'  experience  of 
•jprix  racing.  It  was  the  work,  by  and 
rof  a  mean  bastard. 
i'iis  also  the  work  of  a  man  deter- 
to  be  norinal.  Being  what  he  calls 

II  is  more  for  Kenny  Roberts  than  a 
aent  about  how  he  happens  to  be.  It's 
iessional  priority.  Since  in  many  ways 

true,  it's  a  device,  a  psychological 
At  the  end  of  the  day.  it's  a  way  of 
ffi  people. 


[it  Roberts  did  last  year,  he 
probably  do  again  this  year, 
iiuse  his  character  won't 
;ige  and  his  skill  will  develop 
'£r  than  diminish. 


J  that  it's  a  deception.  Roberts,  given 
ffiging  fact  that  he  is  the  best  in  the 
jit  what  he  happens  to  do.  is  indeed  a 
J  (forward  and  unaffected  man.  But 
T  is  it  an  accident.  There  are  a  lot  of 
ways  to  be.  and  well  Roberts  knows 

mental  and  emotional  sleight  of 
i  .self  delusion,  don't  help  a  world 
motorcyclist  for  long.  It  isn't  puritan- 
I's  policy.  Kenny  Roberts  doesn't 
0  worry  about  keeping  his  feet  on  the 
U.  It's  nothing  to  do  with  what 
rima  had  to  tell  him.  What  he  has  to 
nn  the  ground  are  his  wheels, 
ut  Roberts  did  last  year,  he  will  prob- 
o  again  this  year,  because  his  charac- 
rn't  change  and  his  skill  will  develop 

than  diminish.  Last  year  was  an 
i";  this  year  will  be  another.  And 
)  e  did  to  the  Europeans,  he  would 
oly  do.  given  machinery,  to  the 

ans.  Perhaps  because  he's  norinal. 

rhaps  because  he's  a  mean  bastard. 

mean.  And  perhaps  that's  all  there 


TANK  BAG 

A  Great  Place 
To  Keep  The  Goods 


The  more  you  use  a  Vetter  Tank  Bag,  the 
more  handy  it  becomes. 

Our  Tank  Bag  disconnects  quickly  for 
carrying,  is  designed  for  easy  tip-back  dur- 
ing gas  filling,  and  features  a  synthetic 
fleece-lined  bottom  to  protect  your  cycle's 
finish. 

It  has  zippered  pouches  (separate  com- 
partments for  clean  &  dirty  clothes),  a 
transparent  map  pocket,  and  it's  available 
in  18-,  24-  or  36-liter  sizes. 

Tank  Bag.  Just  one  of  many  Vetter  ac- 
cessories designed  to  make  your  road- 
riding  experience  . . .  even  better. 

See  your  local  dealer,  or  send  $1  for  our 
new  catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93401  i 


Performance  Starts  Here 

On  or  off  the  road  your  bike  will  be  running  at  peak  performance  with 
the  best  cycle  lubricants  and  cleaners  made  by: 


RADIATOR  SPECIALTY  CO.,  CHARLOTTE,  N.  C.  28237  ^ 

APRIL  1979/191 


i3d  material 


ROSSSEELEY  RACING  C 

Road  racing  and  cafe  racing  equipment  I 
discerning  rider  desiring  the  best  available 
sets,  clip  ons.  fairings.  Seeley  frame  k 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  cata 
Norton         Ducati         Seeley  ( 
Read-Titan        John  Tickle  Triur 
Mont  Vernon  St..  Milford.  N.  H.  O; 
1-603-673-6334 


MECHANIC 
TRAINING 

APPROVED  FOR  VETERANS 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  INSTITUTE 
AMERICAN  MARINE  INSTITUTE 

p.  O.  Box  9128  Doylona  B«ach.  Florida  32020 

1-800-874-0645  Z 

Fla.  Res.  Call  Collect  1-904-255-0295 


SEND  ME  INFORMATION  ABOUT: 

□  Motorcycle  Mechanics  Course 

□  Outboard  Mechanics  Course 
L1  Stern  Drive  Mechanics  Course 


Name . 
Street 

City  _ 
State  . 


Age  . 


Zip- 


Phone 


Vet- 


Successf  ul  Parts  &  Accessories 

nmil  order  buaineas.  with  current  12.000 
mailing  list,  sources  for  all  products,  unlimited 
potential.  Will  provide  start  up  assistance  w/ith 
advertising.  Will  Sacrifice. 

Write:  Box  2575.  Muhlenberg  Station, 
Plainfield,  N  J  07060 


BENT  BIKE 
MOTORCYCLE  SALVAGE 
Now  Wrecking  2000  Cycles. 
Send  $1.00  for  Catalog  to: 
Bent  Bike  Motorcycle  Salvage 
21808  Hwy.  99  Edmonds,  WA  98020 


-mm 

900S.S.— 500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINENTAL  MOTOSPORT  INC 

893  King  St.  W  ( CW4  — Sherbrooke,  Quebec 

Canada  819-562-0233  —  CatalOQ_$1_.00 


HONDA  PARTS 


state  Model  No.,  year,  frame  &  engine  nos 
NEW  SOpg  CATALOG      ^  ^ 

($1.50  by  Air  Mail  anywhere  in  tne  worio.i 


OHl  DAY  MAIL  WORLDWIDE 


HONDA  of  MINEOLA 

336  lerielio  Tpke.,  MIneola,  W.Y.  11501 


CARL'S  HONDA 

(Nr.  of  Card  MatorcycM  S>lM  IM. 

  Onr  to  Ytm  o(  Snvlct 

e&SfcifSl^^  24  HOUR  COMPUTERIZED 
"^SSA^       PARTS  AND  ACCESSORIES  SERVICE 

CATALOGS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ANY  HONDA 
TOLL  FREE 

wtEHiMiiu  ftnn  f)f)i-7Bn8  "■*"• 


INDEX 


Advanced  Cycle  Products  24 

Allyns  Honda /Kawasaki    192 

American  Honda   5.52-53.90-91 

American  Honda   1 20-1 21 ,1 30-1 31 

American  M/C  Inst   16 

American  M/C  &  Marine   192 

American  M/C  Mech.  School   18 

American  M/C  School   24 

Bates  Accessory  House  188 

Bell  Helmets   159 

Bel-Ray    8 

Bent  Bike   192 

Big  4  Distributors  17 

BMW  Motorcycles   84-85,87 

Bombardier/CanAm  104 

Capital  Cycle  193 

Carfs  Honda  192 

Carr  s  Honda   182 

Champion  Sparkplug*  142-143 

Chevrolet  Truck     9 

Circle  Industries  190 

Competition  Chemicals   182 

Continental  Motosport  192 

Crawford  House   191 

Cycle  City   192 

Cycle  Salvage  148 

Dairyland  Ins.    194 

Datsun   89 

Dick  s  Cycle  West   T 

Drag  Specialties  60-61 

Dunlop  Tires  66-67 

DynalH   188 

Equalean  Sidecars  182 

General  Parts   192 

Ford  Svraepstakes  44-45 

Fram  Corp  179 

Frank   192 

Arthur  Fulmer   108-109 

Goodyear    Cover.2 

Gunk    191 

Harley-Davidson   134-135,136-137 

Haynes  Publications   25 

Honda  of  Mineola  169,192 

Hooker  Headers    23 

Intercon.  Lubs   193 

Kawasaki    10-11.12-13 

Kawasaki  184-185,186-187 

Kool/ Brown  &  Williamson   43 

Langlitz  Leathers   192 

Lee's  Rider  &  Cycle  190 

D  Lewis  Ltd  189 

Lockhart  Indus  28 

Maico   172 

Marlboro   82 

Martek   26 

Matrex   188 

Maxim  Lock  15 

Mercury  Marine  22 

Michelin  Tires   103 

National  Hydron   6 

National  Tech.  Inst  182 

Nava  Helmets   29 

Newport  Cigarettes  51 

Norfolk  Motorcycles  192 

North  Am.  School  174 

Number  1  Products   161 

Oldsmobile    Cover,3 

Pacitico   14 

Paser  Inst/Carbstlx   190 

Phantom  Rider   178 

Powroll  Perlormance   193 

Racers  Supply  189 

Racemark  IntI  18 

RavesI  Racing  Cams  189 

RC  Engineering   166 

RJ  Reynolds/Camel  Lights   106 

RJ  Reynolds/ Real   148 

RJ  Reynolds/Winston    Cover,4 

Road  Rider  Magazine  192 

Ross-Seeley  Racing  192 

S  S  S  Headers    16 

Schott  Brothers   171 

Sears  Die  Hard    30 

Simoniz   119.139 

Spinette's   24 

Stamford  Kawasaki  182 

Triangle  Supply  1 92 

Timberline   191 

US  Cycle  Tire  192 

US  Suzuki   27,74-75,95-102,110-111 

US  Suzuki  1 26-1 27,1 40-1 41 .1 50-1 51 

US  Suzuki  157,162 

Vetter  Fairings  15.33,139,189,191 

Wisco  Battery    175 

Yamaha    19-21.80-81,114-115,144-145 

Yamaha    153-155,176-177 


THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  CLOT 

IN  THE  WORLD  The  finest  cust 
made  leathers  I 
pleasure  or  spo 
Factory  direct 
Catalog  avaiiab 
SendtlOOhrNEWI 
(Rehmd  on  fini  c 

2443  S.E.  DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE 


& 


Parts.  Mail  Order  Service  Worldw 

1010  Sunrise  Highway   

Amityville,  NY  11701  PYnl  P  PlT 
Call  516-842-5771       U  I  ULU  Ul  I 


800-423-5662 


HONDA  (  KAWUWI  P/UtTS  .  VISA  «  MASTER 
CNMSE  ACUPTEO  «  OIDEIS  FILLED  IN  24  HI 

Allyn'a  Honda/Kawasaki  ^t^^ 


OMHBMKKHCHBHHMWeHMOCHeHM 

390  PAGE  CATALOG— 1 
•  ACCESSORIES  • 
•  PARTS*  MANUALS 

1^1:7^  MOTORCYCLE  Mi 
lANQLE  6016  W.  Divaraay 
Sy  Chicago,  III.  606 

24  Hr.  Tel.  Sar.  CALL  (312)  23 

•CHCHaocHCHHaooMHOHMHCHOHOHCwai 


rOBKDIGBTrBJUrK 

Fine  fork  tubes,  springs,  cables, 
braces,  hoses,  kicksland*.  Any 
length.  Including  stock  and  under. 
Precision  machined  from  ultra- 
sonlcally  tasted  steel.  Easy  to 
Install,  complete  kits. 
312-869-6792. 


FRANK 


947  Pilner, 
Evanston,  IL  60202 


i 


BSA  Part! 

Kawasaki  Pai 

SHIPPED  SAME  DAY 
NORFOLK  Box  81.  Rte  1 

MOTORCYCLES   Norfolk,  MA  C 
Call  (617)  3i 


Road  Rider  maga 

for  fKe  toupinq  motopcqclisl 

$15  for  12  issues,  or  $1.50 
for  sample  copy  to:  RR, 
P.O.  Box  678.  Dept.  W, 
South  Laguna,  CA  92677 


U.S.  CYCLE  Til 

SEND  50'  FOR  CYCLE  TIRE  GUIDE  AND  i 

WITH  FACTS  ON 

•MOUNTING  'BALANCING 
•  RATINGS      'TIRE  CARE 
•DESIGN  &  CONSTRUCTION 
•ACTUAL  MEASURED  SIZES 

Box  659  W  Pontile,  Ml.  4S056 


The  Most  Cc 
Selection  of 
and  Racing ' 


CopvfiQhted  II 


)Out  an  exhaust  with  a  pipe  and 
ir  each  cylinder  for  that  Honda 
:o  claims  the  system  is  lighter 
k  and  ground  clearance  is  im- 
ock  hardware  is  used  to  bolt  the 
e  engine  and  full  access  to  the  oil 
filter  is  maintained.  From  Denco 
,  CW-4,  4543  Enterprise,  Fre- 
if  94538.  Phone  (415)  653-0424. 


:d  cage 


s  a  bolt-on  reed  for  all  Suzuki 
!pt  50  and  80s.  It  is  built  from 
uality  aluminum  and  increases 
lore  than  90  percent  over  stock, 
[cation  is  necessary  and  an  extra 
<y  reeds  is  included.  $59.50  from 
)nnance  Products,  Inc.,  CW-4, 
Home  Rd.,  Anaheim.  Calif. 
4)  630-5471.  gS 


WHAT  DO  YOU 
AND  REG  PRIDMORE 
HAVE  IN  COMMON? 

□  You  were  the  AMA 
Superbike  champion 
three  years  in  a  row. 

□  Pierre  desRoches  built 
and  tunes  your 
motorcycle. 

□  You  use  Golden  Spectre  4  Synthetic 
Blend  20W/50  motor  oil  right  off  the 
shelf. 


We  hope  you  checked  all  three  boxes,  especially  the  last  one. 
You  obviously  know  a  good  oil  when  It  comes  along.  There  are 
several  advantages  to  using  Golden  Spectre  4.  If  you  race  and 
are  into  your  motor  all  the  time  you'll  see  one  right  away.  Vir- 
turally  no  wear.  Parts  last  much  longer.  If  you're  a  street  guy  you 
may  notice  you  don't  use  oil  between  changes  or  that  your 
bike  runs  cooler.  One  reason  for  all  this  is  that  Golden  Spectro  4 
employs  a  friction  modifier  which  dramatically  reduces  fluid 
drag.  Some  other  reasons  ore  these: 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  contains  a  special  methacrylate  polymer 
which  won't  shear.  It  stays  in  grade  as  long  as  it  stays  in  your 
bike. 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  utilizes  diester  synthetic  which  greatly  ex- 
tends the  lubricating  value  of  the  already  high  quality 
petroleum  oils  we  use. 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  offers  true  race  track  protection  levels  as 
well  OS  long  mileoge  cleanliness. 

Intercontinental  Lubricants  Corp. 
Box  208,  Brookfelld.  Conn.  06804 


HOW  MUCH-GET  UP 
AND  GO  JV 
GETS 
YOU  UP? 


The  four-strokr 
9p4>clalUts  at 
POWROLL 
think  you 
should  h«vp  no 

than 
you  want 
Ha 
ther* 
Its 
yours. 


Send  for  our 
y      new  Periorm- 
iance  Fact  Book 
^•nd  Catalogue. 
13  postpaid. 
Discover 
the  exact 
com- 
*ponen(s 
for  highest  per- 
formance of 
your  engine. 


GENUINE 

bmw  parts 

20%0FFo^;;leTust 

Price  List  upon  request. 
Parts  stilpped  anywhere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328  Champlain  SL,  N.W. 
vy^shlngton,  DC  20009 
pHone  (202)  387-7360 


r.  McEown 


APRIL  1979/193 


Dairyland  gives  you  more  than  surprisingly  low  premiums. 
We  go  out  of  our  way  to  treat  bikers  right. 

Our  monthly  policy,  for  example,  lets  you  buy  by  the 
month  so  you  can  ride  when  you  like. 

There's  a  Four  Seasons  Discount  too,  which  offers  a 
full  year  of  coverage  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost. 

And  our  good  deals  aren't  hard  to  find  Dairyland  has 
over  35,000  independent  insurance  agents  looking  out  for 
you.  Ask  one  about  policy  details.  Or  ask  your  motorcycle 
dealer;  more  and  more  are  going  with  Dairyland  these  days. 
It's  insurance  you  can  afford.  Protection  you  can't  afford  to 
be  without. 

DAIRYLAND  MOTORCYCLE  INSURANCE. 

Available  in  most  states.  Ask  your  agent  or  cycle  dealer. 


Olds  Starf  ire.  Sugar  and  Spice 
at  no  extra  price. 

All  '79  Oldsmobile  Starfires  come  with  standard  sporty  features 
you'd  pay  extra  for  in  many  other  cars. 


<et  seats/2.  AM  radio/3.  Sport  mirror-^  1  (  onsole&  4-speed  shifter/5.  Sport  wheeIs/6.  Sport  steering  wheel/7.  Hatchback/8.  Rear  stabilizer  bar. 


tt^re^Q.  ^'■^^^  all  those  features 
lereS         jl^^  ^^^p  jj^py  aren't 

lot  options  on  a  Starfire. 
)f  news  in  they're  standard 

1.1  equipment.  No 

aStOaay.   extra  charge.  And 
power,  you  can  take  the  2.5-litre 
I  CID)  4-cyHnder  that's  standard, 
vailable  3.8-Iitre  (231  CID)  V6 
, 0-litre  (305  CID)  V8f  A  5-speed 


transmission  is  available,  too.+  Add 
them  to  Starfire's  tight,  responsive 
handling  and  sleek  aerodynamic 
design  and  you've  got  a  sporty 
machine  ready  to  take  on  the  road. 


Starfire 

Have  one  built  for  you. 


Anytime.  Whether  it's  Starfire, 
Starfire  SX,  Starfire  GT  or  Firenza, 
the  great  sport  of  driving  is  there  for 
you  to  experience.  Test-drive  one  at 
your  Olds  dealer's.  .  .  and  discover 
the  Starfire  kind  of  excitement. 

*Starfires  have  GM-built  engines 
produced  by  various  divisions.  See 
your  dealer  for  details. 

tAvailable  with  3.8-L  V6  only.l 


GM 


FULL-  RICH 
TOBACCO  FLAVOR 


Soft  Packet  Bo 


Motorcycle 
Entlm^sts 
Publication 


bivTheBmd 


(Mimere  the  flavor! 
k)me  to  Marlboro  Country. 


^  Kings:  1 7mg"tar,"1.0  mg  nicotine-  ^ 
1 0O's:  1 8  mg'  'tarl'l  .1  mg  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette,  FTC  Report  May  78  i 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


S 


THENEWGENERATION  BMW 


THER65. 

Proof  that  bigger 
isn't  always  better. 


For  some  years  now,  as  mc 
torcycles  have  grown  larger,  there's 
been  a  pressing  need  for  a  high-quality 
cycle  in  the  mid-size  market. 

With  the  new  R65,  BMW 
fills  that  need.  Because  it  offers  riders 
the  traditional  BMW  strengths  —  our 
unique  "balanced  performance,"  our 
well-known  quality  construction  — in  a 
high-performance,  downsized  package. 
It's  an  excellent  way  for  a  rider  to  move 
up  to  a  BMW  without  having  to  reach 
so  far  down  into  his  wallet. 

The  R65  is  a  mover.  Cycle 
V^rld  did  the  %  mile  in  14.31  at  92.49 
mph.  It's  a  fine  sports  machine,  with 
the  low -end  torque  so  essential  to  true 
over-the-road  performance.  And  it's  a 
fine  touring  cycle,  with  its  long-travel 
suspension  and  superior  rider  comfort. 

Because  the  R65  is  smaller 
than  our  other  motorcycles,  it  is  also 
more  compact,  lighter,  and  feels  even 
more  nimble  —  making  it  ideal  for  both 
men  and  women.  And  because  it  is 
lighter,  we  have  been  able  to  create  a 
suspension  system  with  all  the  bump- 
swallowing  characteristics  our  larger 
machines  are  so  famous  for. 

The  R65  features  cast  alloy 
wheels  which  offer  superior  strength 
and  low  unsprung  weight.  They  also 


have  a  special  rim  design  that  provides 
extra  stability  and  control  in  the  event 
of  a  sudden  flat  tire. 

Naturally,  the  R65  has  shaft 
drive,  quite  unique  in  its  class.  (We 
pioneered  the  shaft-drive  concept.)  No 
grease,  no  adjustments,  no  noise.  And 
a  pleasure  to  own. 

The  R65  is  constructed  with 
many  cast  alloy  parts  for  lighter 
weight,  and  the  horizontally-opposed 
twin  keeps  engine  weight  low.  The  re 
suit  is  super  performance,  handling  anc 
maneuverability  for  a  motorcycle  of 
650cc. 

Of  course,  the  R65  has  also 
inherited  the  engineering  simplicity  of 
its  big  brothers.  Which  means  it  is  eas^ 
to  maintain,  no  matter  where  your 
travels  take  you. 

Last  but  not  least,  the  R65 
comes  with  a  12 -month  unlimited  mile 
age  limited  warranty.  When  BMW 
makes  a  motorcycle,  it  makes  a  commi 
ment  to  your  riding  pleasure. 

Go  to  your  nearest 
BMW  dealer  and  ask  to  see 
the  new  generation  BMW. 
The  R65. 


Bavarian  Motor  VCbrks 


Loo\for  ytmr  local  BMW  dealer  in  the  Tellow  Pajtes.  or  write  for  our  fine  brochure.  As\  us  about  our  Eurofiean  delivery  plan. 

U.S.  Importer:  Butler  Csf  Smith.  Inc  .  Dept.  Wf.'S.oruiaod.  m  07648/Compton.  CA  90224.  Canada:  BMW  Motorcycle  Distrthutors,  Ontario. 


ilerial 


VOL.  18  NO.  5? 


Allan  Girdler 

Editor 
John  Ulrich 

Executive  Editor 
Steve  Kimball 

Managing  Editor 

Ron  Griewe 

Test  Editor 

Henry  N.  Manney  III 

Editor  at  Large 
Jean  Crabb 

Editorial  Secretary 

Paul  W.  Zeek 

Art  Director 

CONTRIBUTORS 
Steve  Bauer 

Bill  Neale 
8.  R.  NIcholls 
Carlo  Perelli 

Doug  Roy 

EXECUTIVE  STAFF 

Richard  A.  Bartkus 

Publisher 

Robert  J.  Krefting 

Group  Publisher 
Brian  Van  Mols 

Associate  Publisher 
&  Advertising  Director 

Francis  Pandolfi 

General  Manager 
Richard  W.  Adamson 

Business  Manager 

Leon  Rosenfield 

irculation  Marketing  Director 
James  P.  Hamilton 
Western  Manager 
Jvertising  Marketing  Services 
Lou  Johnson 
Production  Director 

ADVERTISING 

Jim  Hansen 

/estern  Advertising  Manager 

Jim  Frahm 
'estern  Advertising  Manager 

1499  Monrovia  Avenue 
vpor[  Beach,  California  92663 
Telephone  714-646-4451 
Teletype  910-596-1366 

Dottle  Silin 
Advertising  Coordinator 

Dick  Barron 

western  Advertising  Manager 
lenaissance  Center,  Suite  1465 
Detroit,  Michigan  48243 
Telephone  313-259-8008 

Joe  McNeill 
licago  Advertising  Manager 
N.  Michigan  Ave.,  Suite  1330 
Chicago,  Illinois  60601 
Telephone  312-280-0341 

Dennis  Murphy 
istern  Advertising  Manager 
515  Broadway,  Fifth  floor 
lew  York,  New  York  10036 
Telephone  212-975-7405 
Telex  125604 


(  V(  1,1  WORI.I)  i  Ks  rs 
35  HARLEY-DAVIDSON  XLS- 1000/7  See  By  Your  Outfit  That  You  Are  a 

Cowboy. 

44  CAN-AM  370  Qualifier/ Ca#i-/l/n.v  Open  Enduro  Is  Almost  Right. 
51  HONDA  CXSm/Honda's  Sporting  Middleweight  Begins  a  10,000  Mile 
Workout. 

61  KAWASAKI  KX250//1  Serious  Motocrosser  For  All  Rider  Levels. 
11  YAMAHA  750SF/Af*'^/  Our  New  Long-Term  Touring  Test  Bike:  a  Special 
Triple. 

132  CCM  600/7/  's  a  Bloody  Great  Four-Stroke  (Batteries  Not  Included). 

n  (  NMC  Al. 

88  YOSHIMURA  SUZUKI  GSIOOO  SVPERB\KFJ Making  Horsepower  Was 
Easy  for  Pops  and  Fujio,  hut  Reliability  and  Handling  Came  Bit  by  A  gonizing  Bit. 
Here's  How  They  Did  It. 

FF ATI  RES 

120  BECAUSE  IT'S  WAY  UP  THERE//!  Stirring  Saga  Of  Man,  Mountain  and 
Motorcycle. 

145  'SNOW  PLACE  FOR  A  MOTORCYCLE/5Ao«W  a  Norton  Come  Out  of 
Hibernation  at  Winter's  First  Thaw? 

152  THE  HAILWOOD  COLLECTIONS /  When  Mike  Hailwood  Retired  From  GP 
Racing  Honda  Gave  Him  Some  Going- A  way  Presents. 

156  PROTECTING  YOUR  HEAD  WITH  SNELL  nS/A  Guide  To  Helmet  Stan- 
dards and  a  List  of  the  Best  Helmets. 

206  COMPARING  COSTS/  When  It's  Time  To  Fix  a  Motorcycle,  the  Costs  Aren't 
All  the  Same.  I 

COMPETITION 

193  BERNIE  SCHREIBER/ America's  Best  Trials  Rider  Heads  for  the  World 
Championship. 

HISTORY 

71  THE  NEW  WHIZZER/  "/fiV/^  One  and  You'll  Buy  One. " 

175  ASCOT'S  BAD  BOY /When  Flattrack  Racing  Was  Harley  vs  BSA,  Rules  vs 
Racers  and  Show  No  Mercy,  A I  Gunter  Was  the  Man  To  Watch. 

DKPAR1MFMS 
6  Up  Front    12  Letters    26  Book  Reviews 
31  Roundup    189  Racewatch    200  Summary 
206  Service    213  New  Ideas    214  Slipstream 

COVER 

WES  COOLEY  AND  THE  YOSHIMURA  SUPERBIKE  REACH  FOR  THE 

SK\ /Photographed  by  John  Ulrich 


n  by  Bill  Neale 


MAY  1979/  8 


UPFRONT 


by  Allan  Gird 


ONE  OLD-FASHIONED  ESTHER 
TO  ANOTHER 

Here  is  a  letter  I  wish  I  could  have 
written. 

Dear  Cycle  World, 

I  am  sixteen  years  old  and  have  been 
reading  your  magazine  for  a  couple  of  years 
now.  I  am  always  happy  to  see  it  come, 
although  my  father  isn  V.  /  currently  ride  a 
Honda  Express  because  it  is  the  only  bike 
my  parents  let  me  ride. 

Lately  I've  been  looking  for  a  bigger  bike, 
something  that  will  at  least  keep  up  with 
traffic.  So  when  I  saw  this  1975  RD350  that 
had  hardly  been  ridden  and  had  a  nice  price 
tag,  I  carefully  approached  my  father  with 
the  idea.  Just  as  I  thought  would  happen, 
the  roof  almost  fell  in.  He  said  that  he  didn  V 
want  a  vegetable  sitting  around  the  house. 

Do  you  have  any  ideas  on  how  to  talk  to 
an  old-fashioned father?  I  would  appreciate 
any  advice  you  might  have. 

James  Bertolucci 
Bakersfield,  Calif. 

Dear  James, 

You  have  a  volunteer.  Talking  to  an  old- 
fashioned  father  comes  naturally  to  me. 
because  I  am  one  myself.  Please  give  the 
enclosed  letter  to  your  dad. 

Dear  Mr.  Bertolucci: 

As  you'll  see  from  the  enclosed  corre- 
spondence, your  son  has  asked  us  for  ad- 
vice and  I  have  offered  to  give  it. 

This  isn't  a  polite  thing  to  do.  I  am 
meddling  in  a  problem  that  concerns  only 
you  and  your  son.  1  don't  take  kindly  to 
being  told  how  to  handle  my  kids,  and  I 
ask  your  indulgence. 

Ordinarily  I  wouldn't  get  involved.  This 
seems  to  me  an  exception.  I  cannot  re- 
member ever  being  in  a  better  position  to 
see  both  sides  of  the  question. 

Where  your  son  is  now.  I  was  when  I  was 
his  age. 

Where  you  are  now.  so  am  I.  I  have  four 
children,  ages  14  through  20.  Three  of 


them  ride  motorcycles,  one  of  them 
doesn't. 

And  because  I  am  an  old-fashioned 
father,  or  maybe  because  I  am  a  father.  1 
worry  about  them  all. 

Motorcycles  are  something  for  a  parent 
to  worry  about. 

I  could  give  you  the  sales  pitch.  It's  true, 
I  have  been  riding  since  I  was  your  son's 
age.  I've  never  crashed  and  never  been 
hurt. 

I  could  tell  you  the  other  side  of  the 
truth.  My  brother-in-law  in  Denver  pulled 
off  the  road  to  put  on  his  heavy  gloves.  A 
truck  ran  over  him  and  left  him  for  dead. 
He'll  be  a  long  time  in  the  hospital.  I  know 
that  despite  all  the  ifs  and  Justifications,  if 
he'd  been  driving  a  car  it  wouldn't  have 
happened. 

You  can  ride  a  motorcycle  for  25  years 
and  not  come  close  to  getting  scratched. 

You  can  be  horribly  injured  through  no 
fault  of  your  own. 

William  S.  Paley,  board  chairman  of 
CBS.  owner  of  this  magazine,  once  asked 
Cycle  World  founder  Joe  Parkhurst  "Why 
do  people  ride  motorcycles?" 

Joe  said  "Because  it's  fun"  and  Mr 
Paley  nodded.  He  isn't  a  motorcycle  enthu- 


siast but  he  is  a  smart  man  and  he  kno^ 
valid  answer  when  he  hears  it. 

Riding  motorcycles  is  fun.  Motorcy 
are  sport,  they  are  entertainment,  they 
a  skill.  They  are  transportation  and  i 
conserve  resources  but  most  of  all  they 
fun.  Your  son  likes  the  wind  and 
weather,  the  feeling  of  being  part  of 
rather  than  watching  it  through  a  wine 
He  probably  likes  machinery  and  tech 
ogy  and  there  is  no  more  honest  mad 
than  an  engine  slung  between  two  wh« 

I  understand  this  all  too  well.  I  am 
way  myself.  When  I  was  your  son's 
though.  :here  were  no  magazines  to  v 
to.  at  lea  t  not  with  any  hope  of  gettin, 
answer.  V'hen  I  became  interested  in  bi 
I  didn't  even  bother  to  ask  my  father 
was  old-fashioned.  He  knew  about  n 
dercycles  and  the  half-human  creat 
who  rode  them.  I  learned  how  to  ride  i 
clapped-out  pile  of  cast  iron  older  th 
was.  No  helmet,  no  training,  no  licen; 
managed  to  get  rolling  and  to  get  the  tl 
not  home,  but  to  a  friendly  neighh 
barn.  I  survived,  by  the  grace  of  C 
When  my  writing  is  quoted  in  respect 
magazines,  my  dad  clips  the  item 
sends  it  to  me. 

But  I  don't  think  he's  ever  stopped  ' 
rying  about  me. 

You  see  what  I  meant  about  underst; 
ing  both  sides? 

One  generation  later,  when  my  kids 
interested  in  bikes.  I  worried  about  the 

I  made  sure  they  learned  the  right 
on  kid-sized  machines,  in  helmets 
boots  and  gloves  and  heavy  pants 
long-sleeved  shirts.  They  learned  ofl 
road,  under  adult  supervision.  By  the 
my  16-year-old  could  have  a  license 
been  riding  motorcycles  for  six  years 
got  a  better  score  on  the  written  test  tl 
did  my  last  time.  He  passed  the  ridinj 
with  a  perfect  score. 

He  was  five  minutes  late  getting  h 
from  the  test  and  there  I  was.  pacinj 
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Of  f -road  tire 
comparisons  begin,  and  end,  riglit  liere. 


Crabbin'  for  bite  in  the 
berms,  or  chargin'  hard 
through  the  woods,  you 
need  all  the  traction  you 
can  get.  That's  why  you 
should  take  action.  Claw 
Action.  The  first  really  new 
off-road  tires  to  come 


along  In  years.  And  they're 
exclusively  Honda.  Original 
equipment  on  1979  off-road 
machines.  Motocross- 
pattem  Claw  Action  for 
CR125R  and  CR250R  ElsinoresJ" 
Enduro-pattern  Claw  Action 
for  the  XIM85,  XR250  and 
XR500  Enduros.  Because  the 


best  from  Honda  deserves 
the  best  in  tires. 

Claw  Action,  see  the 
latest  in  off-road  traction 
at  your  Honda  dealer.  The 
black  art  of  tire  making  Is 
now  a  science.  But  you'll 
swear  it's  magic. 


©1979  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc. 


QOIMCSrROHOi 


Check  our  features  against  theirs. 

Claw  Action  competition 


Claw  Action  tread  for  Improved  traction  

Special  motocross  and  enduro  patterns  

Staggered,  alternating  drive  and  cornering  tread  blocks  

controlled  casing  flex  for  Improved  stralght-llne  drive  

Cored  knob  blocks  for  additional  traction  edges  and  lower  tire  weight, 
staggered-knob  block  pattern  designed  to  resist  damage  from  sharp  objects. 

Self-cleaning  centrifuge  effect.   

Available  In  18, 21  and  23-lnch  sizes  

Reversible  on  rim  for  Increased  tread  life  

overi750  dealers  across  America   


MwayS  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection  when  riding.  Availability  may  be  limited,  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
Dept.  CW59T,  Box  50.  Gardena,  California  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages  for  your  nearest  Honda  dealer. 
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')  SAKHKMY! 

I  SUPER  DISCOUNTS  ON  FAMOUS  BRAND 

^  TIRES&ACCESSORIES 


ORDER  BY  PHONE  -  Call  TOLL-FREE  1-800-854-31 10  today! 

In  Calif.  1-714-556  RIDE  •  BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp  credit  card  orders  shipped  same  day. 


CONTINENTAL  K112  (R)  &  RB2  (F) 

The  best  high-performance  and  high-mileage 
tire  combination!  '  indicates  tubeless. 

5108-16      K1 12  149.21  •425/85H-18  K112  SS1.78 

450H-17      K112   41.61  510/80H-18  K112  47.87 

•450H-17     K112   53.44  'SIO-SOH-ia  K112  52.61 

325H-18      RB2     33.87  325H-19       RB2  38.21 

400H-18      K112   45.87  350H-19       RB2  41.28 

425/85H-T8  K112  47.10  -SSOH-ig      RB2  45.40 

CONTINENTAL  TUBES  -  aii  sizes  18.96. 


DUNLOP  K81  &  K81  MK  II 

Low  profile  street  tire  with  exceptional  grip  and 
stability.  Use  with  or  without  tube. 

■MT90-16(510-16MK  11)  842.38  325-19  F6  RIB  131.89 

450H-17A  (K87  MK  II)     33.74  360H-19  33.92 

42S/85H-18                 40.48  410H-19  38.16 

•510/18  MK  II              44.18  •410H-19  40.72 
•  With  raised  white  letters                "  RIB 
—  add  SS.25  per  tire. 


MICHELIN  M45 

Excellent  traction,  cornering  and  stopping. 


510/90V-17  M48  $47.16 

350H-18  M45  40.19 

350V-18  M45  46.57 

40OH-18  M45  37.95 


425/85V-18  M45 
350H-19  M45 
350V-19  M45 
325H-19     L27  RIB 


MICHELIN  AIRSTOP  TUBES  -  an  sizes  U.89  m.  PZ  2  also  available 


GOODYEAR  EAGLE  A/T&GT  II 

Low  profile  —  for  street/touring.  GT  II  has 
bead-to-rim  retention  safety  feature. 

510-16  A/T    141.11  450-18  Ml  $38.85 

510-17  GT  II   47.85  450-18  GT  II  43.13 

400-18  A/T     35.82  325-19  A^  29.49 

400-18  GT  II  41.64  350-19  GT  II  RIB  34.97 

A/T  also  available  with  Raised  White  Letters 
tube-type  or  tubeless.  Call  tor  prices. 
GOODYEAR  TUBES  -  all  sizes  86  89. 


GT  // 


A/T 


DUNLOP  K91  MK  II 

Kevlar  belted  superbike 
street/touring  tire  for  high 
mileage  .  .  .high  speed.  Use 
with  or  without  tube. 

MT90-17  (510-17)  S58.99 

425/B5VB-18  50.93 

MT80-18  (  510-18)  54.70 

410V-19  RIBBED  43.66 


DUNLOP  K190  &  K88 

New  K190  MX  and  Enduro  with  "dimple" 
blocks  and  rim  saver.  K88  for  big  bikes 
—  K88HT  for  hard  surfaces. 

410-14  K190  121.24 

500-17  K88  34.58 

410-18  K190  27.10 

460-18  K190  31.76 

500-18  K88  837.08 

510-18  K88HT  40.31 

300-21  K190  25.30   

325-21  K190    29.41  K790 


K88 


GUARANTEE:  aii  tires  and  tubes  are 
first  quality  merchandise.  No  seconds.  No  blems 
Tire  prices  include  Fed.  Exc  Tax.  II  you  compare 
prices,  be  sure  freight.  F  E  T  and  sales  tax  are  in- 
cl  in  total  price  quoted  Prices  in  previous 
ads  no  longer  valid.     ,(.)  p^a^o^  ,979 


SHOCKS  &  SPRINGS- SAVE  UP  TO  35% 

MULHOLLAND  rebulldable  street  and  MX  shocks 
in  11%  '.  12'.'  .  13',  13'p"  lengths.  838.95 

SPRINGS:  single  rate  812.95 

progressive  (dual)  rate  S1 1.95 


HIGH-PERFORMANCE  EXHAUST  SYSTEMS 

KERKER 

Hon  CB750  K  &  f  69  79  4  into  1 ,  chrome  SI69  95 
Kaw  KZ900/1000,  73-79  4  into  1,  chrome  160  95 
Su2  GS75O/1O0O,  78-79  4  into  1.  chrome  189.95 
Yam  XSIOOO,  76-79      4  into  1,  chrome  169.95 

Hon  XR75  73-78  up  or  dn,  bill  840  07 

Hon  XL250  73-77  up  or  dn.  bik        U  K 

Yam  RO  350/400.  all  twm.  blk  I3S  10 
HOOKEI 

Hon  ATC-gO/nO.  70-79  Hi-exil.  blk  $39.09 

Hon  CB75(W.  69-76  4  into  1  Chrome  134.13 

Yam  XS1/2y650.  all  2  into  1.  chrome  91.49 

Yam  XS750D.  20.  E  3  mm  1  chrome  135.03 

Partial  listing  only.  If  your  bike  is  not 
listed,  write  or  pnone  toll  free  1-800- 
854-3110  for  application  and  price. 
Jardine  exhausts  also  available. 


WE  ALSO  SELL:  •  AMCC 
RACKS/CASEGUARDS  • 
LESTER  MAG  WHEELS  • 
HANG  2  TOURING  SEATS 
•  SHOEI  SADDLEBAGS/- 
TRUNKS  •  GOODYEAR, 
YOKOHAMA,  CHENG 
SHIN  MX  TIRES  •  SCOTT 
GOGGLES  •  DRY  RIDER 
RAIN  WEAR  •  AND 
MUCH,  MUCH  MORE 

FOR  PRICES  AND  YOUR 


COPY  OF  OUR  CATALOG 
CALL  TOLL  FREE 

1-800-854-3110 


LOCKHART  OIL  COOLER  KITS 

For  superbilies  —  complete  700  cooler  itit  including 
BP  ISO  thermostat  lot  cold  weather  oil  control  In  black 
only  H.D  Sportster  US.65:  KZ650  tUM:  GS550/750 
luses  SCO  cooler)  S83.95:  GSIOOO  895.95:  XS  750 
XS1  too  193.99.  Partial  listing  only 


RIDER  WEAR 

BELL  HELMETS  —  SAVE  OPT0 15% 

R-T  (Road/Trail)  Blk.  whi.  org.  red.  blu  S49.95 

'Magnum  II  Blk.  whi.  org.  yel.  sit  72.95 

-Star  II  Blk.  whi.  org.  yel  92.95 

Molo  III  Yel.  whi.  red  (9.95 
•SNELL  75  -  AMA  approved 


HI-POINT  BOOTS 

MX/ENDURO  —  In  top  quality  leather  with  stainless 
sleel  shinguaid  and  5  quick-release  straps  Smooth  MX 
or  rough  (cleated)  Enduro  sole  m  hall  sizes  5  thru  13 
SI6  00/pr 

N(K:  As  these  boots  run  large  —  oidei  '.  size  SMALL- 
ER  than  dress  shoe 

STREET  —  Specially  designed  Kenny  Roberts  boots  in 
lop  quality  leather  Padded  gear  shih  points,  non-slip 
sole  and  large  rear  zipper  with  buckles  In  hall  sizes  5 
thru  13  S63.95/rr. 

MX  JERSEYS 

Fully  cut.  top  quality,  stylish  vented  100%  nylon 
lerseys  in  team  colors  with  cycle  name  across  chest 
and  on  sleeves 

Available  lor  Bui  Can-Am/Hon /Husq /Kaw/Yam 
and  plain  (no  name)  In  adull  sizes  XS.  S.  M.  L.  XL 
S10.95 

NYLON  MX  PANTS 

Made  of  strong  nylon,  these  panis  offer  maximum 
proleclion  with  piastre  knee  cups  (removable)  and  thick 
padding  al  hips  Remlorced  seat  In  black  w/yel  stripe, 
blue  w/yel  stripe,  red  w/blk  stripe  Specify  waisl  size 
28.  30.  32.  34.  36  or  38  »38-65/pr. 


SHIPPIN6  CHARGES 

must  be  added  to  all  prices 


Minimum  order 

wm  ii 

Eul  ll 

is  $10.00. 

■•cUd 

HIM 

Wa. 

Front  hres 

200 

2.65 

33S 

Real  tires 

;i5 

4.15 

49$ 

Shocks,  springs 

Z.2i 

325 

375 

Exhausts 

360 

5.25 

6.75 

Boots 

200 

265 

3.35 

Helmets/ pants 

1  50 

1  (S 

225 

All  others 

1  00 

1  30 

1.75 

PHANTOM  RIDER 

Qty        Size  i 


>  3001  REDHILL  AVE.  tm  20i  COSTA  MESA.  CA  9Z626 

Description  i  Price  ea  Total 


AK.  HI.  PR.  CZ.  APO/FPO  customers,  use 
3rd  col  Freight  rates  to  Canada,  add  $3  to 
amounts  shown  in  3rd  col  All  orders 
shipped  hjlly  insured  For  COD  orders,  add 
SI  25  COO  fee  to  freight  charges.  No  COOs 
to  APO/FPO  or  Canada  addresses 
Lanadian  and  overseas  catalog  requests 
—  send  US$2  lor  airmail  postage 


I  enclose:  Add  shipping  charges 

;  Mo  Order    !  Cert  Check  iPers  Check  (allow  3  wks  to  clear  | 
1 25%  deposit  -  will  pay  balance,  plus  freight  COO 

Charge  to   iVisa/BankAm     IM/Charge    n  Am  Express 
I  Please  send  me  your  FREE  catalog  TOTAL 

AccourH  No   Eip  dale  


Calil  res  add 
6%  sales  tax 


e*e  year  irnkt  model  - 
name  


Cirv/Stalc/Z'P  

Vtr-jr  plxme  no  ((J*y  time)  ( 


I  call  TOLL- FREE  1-800-854-3110 


driveway.  I  am  writing  this  at  home,  in  I 
evening.  My  oldest,  the  girl,  works  h 
tonight.  My  middle  son  took  his  truck 
the  other  side  of  town,  to  practice  gui 
with  a  pal.  It's  a  foggy  night  and  I  wo 
relax  until  they're  home. 

I  think  I  know  the  feeling  of  not  want! 
a  vegetable  around  the  house. 

But  I  let  the  kids  ride  motorcycles. 

Why?  J 

Mistakes  are  part  of  growing  up. 
oldest  son  has  had  two  motorcycle  sp 
They  weren't  his  fault  and  because  he  \ 
not  speeding  and  he  was  properly  dress 
all  he  lost  was  some  skin  and  some  pri 
Worst  injury  he's  ever  had  was  a  sli 
thumb  when  he  was  working  at  a  print 
shop.  The  second  boy  got  a  concuss 
falling  out  of  a  tree  and  the  girl  broke 
arm  when  she  rode  down  a  steep  hill 
her  bicycle. 

If  1  knew  a  way  to  keep  my  children  s 
and  happy  all  their  lives.  I'd  do  it.  Thei 
no  way.  They'll  have  to  do  it  for  tht 
selves.  Twelve  days  from  now  the  oU 
boy  joins  the  Army.  Later  this  year  the 
will  be  married.  My  wife  and  I  have  d 
our  best  and  we  know  it  wasn't  as  gooi 
we  wanted  it  to  be. 

It  comes  down  to  character.  Coi 
years  ago  I  had  a  neighbor  whose  son 
graduating  from  high  school.  He  kn< 
am  a  moto-nut  and  he  asked  what  c 
thought  he  should  buy  the  kid.  f 
ondhand  MG.  I  said,  the  kid  can  lear 
work  on  it  and  they're  fun  to  drive  aroi 
top  down  and  all  that. 

He  didn't  see  it.  A  sports  car?  The 
will  drive  too  fast  and  make  noise.  S 
bought  a  Chevy  with  six-cylinder  m^ 
The  son  packed  all  his  pals  into  the 
made  a  record  attempt  on  our  local 
Man's  Curve  .  .  .  and  rolled  the  ca 
times.  He  wasn't  hurt,  thank  God 
decided  then  that  the  machine  wasn 
issue.  It  was  the  nut  behind  the  whe 
holding  the  handlebars. 

Earlier  I  mentioned  that  I  don't 
having  people  tell  me  how  to  raise  my 
What  I  do  like  is  having  people  tel 
what  good  kids  they  are. 

That's  what  I  want  to  say  about 
son.  Check  his  letter.  Neatly  typed.  ! 
ing  is  correct  and  the  grammar  and  f 
tuation  are  perfect. 

More  important,  he  respects  you 
isn't  going  to  defy  your  wishes.  He's  a: 
permission.  And  if  1  read  the  letter 
he  plans  to  pay  for  the  motorcycle  hin 

You  still  have  your  responsibilities 
believe  you've  done  your  job.  H  is  chai 
is  formed.  If  he'll  listen  to  his  father, 
listen  to  his  own  common  sense.  H 
have  fun  and  sport  and  save  money 
out  having  to  act  the  fool. 

Speaking  as  an  old-fashioned  fat 
hope  you'll  give  him  the  chance  to 
you  what  a  good  son  you've  raised. 
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Li 


Use  MC  IV  Protector  »o  k 
leather  or  vinyl,  cycle  outt 
oft.  supple  a'ndab^eWn 
se  MCIV  Cy<i«i'Poli&h  to  bTi 


ut  fine  scratciies  on  helmet 
isors  and  fnaKe  them  ram 
epella*^^^ 


Star  Brite  MC  IV 
Protector  sheens  plastic 
better  than  new.  ^ 


It  protects  rubber 
against  drying  out  and 
cracking  from  sun,  ozone 
and  ultraviolet  rays. 


MClVProtec 
vinyl  and  soft  p 
flexible  and  supple 


Mil  iimiiiB 


Road 


When  it  comes  to 
all-cnounci  performance , 
nobody  out-pjeriorais  Suzuki 

Case  in  point: 
The  GS-425  and  425E.  * 

Smart  Machines.  If 
your  idea  oi  a  smart  bike  is 
one  that's  well-bxailt,  well- 
equipped  and  well-priced, 
then  youVe  come  to  the 
right  ad.  Because  the 
GS-425  Twins  are  the  road 
scholars  of  the  400cc  class. 

Bigger  4-Stroke  Twin. 
There's  more  torque  and 
power  on  tap  with  this 
year's  larger  2-cylinder  ^ 
DOHC  mill.  Smooth  and  ; 
quiet,  too.  Thanks  to  a  .; 
unique  gear  driven  engine  i 
balancer.  Constant  velocity  i 
carbs  provide  sharp,  1 
non-bogging  acceleratioa 

Comer  Muggers.  It's  fun  ; 
to  flic  these  bikes  around  ] 
the  bend  because  they're  J 
so  light  and  nimble.  Yet.  | 
because  of  the  bigger  en-  ! 
gine,  they  cruise  down  the 
fiiterstates  like  a  big  bike,  j 

Loaded  Or  Extra  ^ 
Loaded.  Both  models  are  i 
appointed  with  such  neat  i 
stuff  as  electric  starting.  1 
front  disc  brake,  digital  i 
gear  indicator,  automatic  , 
cam  chain  tensioner  and  ' 
5-way  adjustable  rear  i 
shocks.  In  addition,  the  E  i 


version  sports  mag-type 
wheels,  custom  dual  sad- 
dle and  a  special  black 
paint  job. 

In  short,  these  meticu- 
lously built  machines  are 
loaded.  Except  on  the 
price  tag. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-425  Twins  are  among  the 
world's  great  p>erformers. 


Suzuki.  The  perfo 

Ride  solely:  wear  a  helmet,  eye  protection  and  appropriate  riding  apparel  Member  Motorcycle  Salety  FoundotionN 


NATIONAL  SroECAR  RALLY 

1st  Annual  Sidecar  Rally  of  1979  hosted 
by  North  America's  nationally  organized 
and  operated  Sidecar  Association,  "USA," 
will  be  held  in  Bland,  Missouri  at  a  private 
campground  known  as  Jasper's  Hollow, 
owned  and  operated  by  our  host  Don 
Jasper.  Facilities  include:  hot  showers, 
modem  sanitation,  a  swimming  pool,  ten- 
nis court,  club  room,  store,  a  lake  for 
swimming  and  fishing,  plus  canoe  and 
paddle  boat  rental.  This  will  be  a  prime 
time  rally,  June  22,  23  and  24.  The  fee  at 
this  private  campground  is  $2  per  adult  per 
night  and  the  rally  fee  is  based  on  this 
figure.  Pre-registration  (May  20)  will  be  $9 
per  person,  children  $  1  per  day  extra.  Pets 
on  leash  only. 

For  more  information  contact: 
Bill  Espe 
1019  28  Ave.  NE 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55418 
(612)  789-6237 

OOOPS! 

The  February  1979  issue  of  your  maga- 
zine was  in  error  concerning  the  1978 
Honda  CB550K  owned  by  Mr.  K.  Mathi- 


son.  All  1978  CB550K  motorcycles  were 
manufactured  prior  to  January  1,  1978  and 
therefore  are  not  subject  to  the  emission 
control  laws  governing  motorcycles  man- 
ufactured after  January  1,  1978. 

Marc  Cole,  Engineer 

Motorcycle  Emission  Lab. 

American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc. 

Gardena,  Calif 

MORE  RESULTS? 

You  have  a  fine  magazine,  however,  your 
reporting  of  results  in  Race  Watch  on 
Camel  Pro  Series  could  be  enhanced  by 
complete  listings  of  all  heat  events  with 
rider  placements. 

This  is  not  a  kid  complaining,  it  comes 
from  a  senior  citizen  who  still  enjoys  set- 
ting in  the  saddle,  having  started  in  1931. 

Alex  Novogrudski 
Aurora.  111. 

We  wish  we  could  list  complete  results, 
but  because  our  space  is  limited  and  the 
number  of  races,  flat  track,  road,  motocross, 
enduro,  grand  prix,  etc.,  is  less  limited,  we 
can  only  cover  the  highlights.  For  more 
details  (and  quicker  news)  we'd  suggest  a 
subscription  to  Cycle  News. 


CLUB  RACING 

"Seeking  Pavement  Thrills  On  A  I 
get"  was  a  terrific  "how-to"  for  what  n^ 
street  riders  dream  of  trying— legally. 

I  had  no  idea  club  racing  existed  \ 
three  years  ago.  The  bug  bit  and  I 
have  two  production  machines  1  bo 
used  and  they're  my  hobby  and  passim 

Our  Box  Stock  classes  are  the  bigj 
though  the  gamut  runs  to  Superbikes 
TZ750s.  Road  racing  popularity  for  ri 
and  spectators  has  doubled  over  the 
three  years.  Because  it's  amateur  (trc 
awards),  competition  leans  towards  ca 
raderie  rather  than  win-at-all-costs. 
eral  members  of  the  fair  sex  are  reg 
competitors. 

I'd  like  to  add  some  tips  to  yours.  II 
leathers  are  unattainable,  many  riders 
a  leather  jacket  and  pants  and  duct 
them  together  at  the  back  to  pre 
"crouch  gap."  If  you  don't  want  to 
your  street  bike,  invest  in  a  used  one— s 
of  the  older  two-strokes  are  very  com 
tive— some  converted  dirt  bikes  even 
and  do  well,  though  they  may  not  qu 
for  box  stock.  Use  stock  tuning  set 
until  you  know  what  you're  doin 


318.598  MJ>K 

Bel-Ray. , .  now  the  world's  fastest  motorcycle  oil. 


I 


in  August  of  78,  at  the  Bonneville  salt  Flats,  Don  vesco  piloted  his  Kawasaki 
turbo  twin  to  a  new  world  Land  Speed  Record. 

At  speeds  in  excess  of  300  M.p.h.,  Don  didn't  want  to  take  any  undue  chances. 
He  could  have  used  any  lubricant,  but  Don  chose  to  prepare  his  streamliner  with 
Bel-Ray. 


If  Bel-Ray  lubricants  can  protect  at  these  high  speeds,  just  think  what  they 
can  do  for  your  machine.   


PO  Box  526.  Depi  BR- 14,  Farmingdale.  NJ  07727.  (201)  938-2421,  Ttin  132476  561  S  Stale  College  Blvd  .  Oepl.  BR- 14.  Fullerlon.  CA  92631.  (7141  738-81 


12/CYCLE  WORLD 


The  new  Bell  Moio  III.  A  new  helmet  that's  been  thrt)iigh 
;11  and  back.  Tested  and  developed  by  champions  like  Bob 
annah.  Roger  DeCoster.  Larry  Roeselerand  other  super  stars. 

The  new  Moto  III  sets  new  helmet  standards  with  its 
)inbination  of  safety  and  comfort  features:  smallen 
ihter  fiberglass  shell  for  better  balance.  Contoured  to  pro- 
ct  nose,  mouth  and  chin  (eliminates  need  for  face  masks), 
otted  air  vents  for  increased  air  supply.  The  first  integral 


dust  filler.  New  fade-resistant  finish,  in  red.  yellow  or  while. 
Five-snap  Halman-type  visor.  Distinctive  Bell  graphics. 
Snell  75  and  DOT  approved. 

Bells  new  Moto  111  is  the  first  in  a  new  helmet  genera- 
tion. Made  to  protect  all  riders  who  like  to  win  or  play 
hard,  come  hell  or  high  water. 

Bell  Helmets,  Inc..  15301  Shoemaker 
Ave.,  Norwalk,  CA  90650. 


(HI  MMH  C  OuALTI 


'toug'";,pVjith 


to  ttie  Bai^ '  doUD'^  ;_nni  to    ■ nassei'y-up  truc^.  -  pees 


ixl  material 


when  it  really  maiters.. 


Put  Biidgestone  Tires 
between  you  and  the  road. 

or  the  dirt. 


When  you're  riding  a  bike  you've  only  got  two 
tires  between  you  and  the  road.  Make  sure  they're 
both  Bridgestones. 

From  high-powered  road  machines  to  high-flying 
dirt  bikes,  there's  a  Bridgestone  tire  made  especially 
for  your  kind  of  cycle,  your  kind  of  riding.  Fifteen 
different  designs  in  all— including  the  legendary 
Mag  Mopus  line  of  premium  quality  street  tires.  And 
a  full  line  of  race-proven  Bridgestone  motocross 
tires,  to  put  between  you  and  the  dirt. 

See  the  complete  line  of  Bridgestone  motorcycle 
tires  at  your  Bridgestone  dealer  today. 


iS 

i 


< 


E 

6 


Put  Bridgestone  between  you  and  the  road. 

Check  the  Yellow  Pages  for  your  nearest  motorcycle 
dealer  and  ask  for  Bridgestone. 
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GOOD  NEWS 
FOR  BIKERS. 


Otherwise,  it  wouldn't  be 
a  DieHard. 

At  Sears  Tire  and  Auto 
Centers. Or  through  a 
the  Catalog.     ^  ^  ni 


Scars 


O  S«>r«.  novDuck  and  Co  l  >79 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A. 


fflOTORCVClC 


iK41l!TiTL4 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 

ChH:«go  Campus  3M0  Nwitt  H*l»tMl  SIrvel  Chicago  lllino.i  e0CS7  312  929-0771 
Flo«>cta  Camput  13T0ONW  ISIhA.c   Bay  14  Mt«m*  Flwxla  330M  30S-«»-646« 


Name 


Age 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

□  I  am  a  veteran. 
Telephone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


but.  as  indicated,  a  variance  of  five  perc 
either  way  works  fine.  Road  tests  v 
BMWs  have  confirmed  the  lab  tests. 

The  February  issue  of  BMW  News 
have  full  details:  if  you  ride  a  BMW,  j 
the  club  to  get  a  monthly  copy  of 
helpful  publication. 

Tom  Murphy 

Box  2 

Chesaning.  Mich.  48 

EUROPEAN  SYSTEM 

As  an  Englishman  living  in  your  g 
country,  it  never  ceases  to  amaze  me  e\ 
time  I  follow  a  vehicle  braking  and  sigi 
ing  a  turn,  that  the  DOT  does  not  acc 
the  infinitely  safer  European  system  of 
brake  lights  and  orange  turn  signal 
always  feel  safer  in  my  MGB  than 
wife's  Pinto  (gas  tank  problems  aside) 
least  the  motorcycling  industry  has  gc 
right.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Alan  R.  No 
Sanford,  N, 

P.S.  American  bikers  don't  know  w 
they  are  better  off.  My  Yamaha  SRSOO « 
me  $1350.  A  lesser  equipped  (sp 
wheels)  version  in  England  costs  $200 

TRIUMPH  ANYONE? 

I  think  it  is  time  someone  starte 
Triumph  road  rider  organization  onj 
west  coast.  How  'bout  it  Triumph  P 
Interested  parties  contact:  | 
Kevin  McDonali 
735  St.  Helen  Wj 
Salinas,  Calif.  9; 

HELP  FOR  HOT  BIKES  | 

Thank  you  so  much  for  making  u; 
stant  millionaires!  (December  1978 
Report.)  As  you  are  probably  aware  th< 
a  worldwide  energy  crisis  and  man  is  I 
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Illustration  by  P.M.  M 


mumm 


ExtrcSensory 
Reception, 


Something  happens  the  first 
time  you  experience  Midland 
MicroPrecision'"  electronic 
tuning.  Something  way  past 
knowing  you're  hearing  the 
future  in  auto  sound. 

You  might  say  the  sensa- 
tion is  close  to  supernatural. 
"Super,"  yes.  And  certainly 
natural.  But  it's  technology 
not  any  spiritual  force,  you 
have  to  thank. 


Midland  MicroPrecision 
tuning  is  a  high  technology 
signal  search  system  that 
locks  on  stations  with  micro- 
processor precision. 

You  receive  the  very  heart 
of  the  signal.  So  you  hear  the 
purest  sound  your  system 
can  put  out. 

Only  3  receivers  deliver 
this  Extrasensory  Recep- 
tion— all  from  Midland.  You 


can  get  it  with  AM/FM/MPX 
alone,  with  cassette  or 
8-track. 

Experience  it  today — 
along  with  all  the  other  high- 
technology  Midland  Mobile 
Audio  products— at  a  dealer 
near  you.  Midland  also  brings 
you  great  innovations  in  CB 
and  television. 


<■  i  i 


1 1  J4'.p^'^^'Jo  /  ! 

10^.  1  1 

OfF-VOL 


PUS'-  ■  ■■  Ji  0  ON 
PULl       --DID  OFF 


^▲l  D  LAN  D'HK) 

^miVIOBILE  AUDIO  mtlUU 

A  membef  ol  Ihe  Benedcial  Corporation  Family 

MicroPrecJsion"electroiiic  tuning. 
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2%  REASONS  TO  iBUT 


OIIJ 


113 


mm. 


Let's  Face  It.  If  you  really  want 
to  test  your  stuff,  you  don't  give 
it  to  guys  who  change  equip- 
ment every  moto.  Jon,  Eric  and 
Jay,  our  Factory  Test  Team,  don't 
claim  to  be  the  fastest  riders  in 
the  world.  Sure,  they  have  a  lot 
of  trophies,  but  they  also  spend 
plenty  of  time  crashing  and 
running  behind.  When  they 
think  about  what  we  pay  them 


(which  is  nothin'),  they  get  so 
hot  they  really  put  our  goggles 
and  gloves  through  the  wringer. 
We  figure  we've  found  a  pretty 
good  way  to  check-out  the 
equipment  that  you're  going 
to  use.  So,  if  nobody's  willing 
to  pay  you  to  wear  theirs,  spend 
a  couple  of  bucks  on  ours.  We 
think  you'll  see,  and  feel,  the 
difference. 


stantly  looking  for  new  ways  to  cr 
energy.  In  your  lest  report  on  the  KZl 
air  temperature  of  100°,  oil  at  180°  b 
the  Halo  6000M  motorcycle  filter/coi 
unit  increased  the  oil  temperature  by  j 
5°.  What  you  have  found  is  a  new  wa' 
creating  energy.  I  can  see  a  mountain  in 
desert  covered  with  Halo  motorcycle  u 
creating  enough  heat  (5°  x  1  million  = 
lot  of  heat)  to  power  a  steam  generatori 
provides  enough  electricity  to  light  up 
Angeles. 

Seriously,  there  was  a  testing  error 
the  report.  The  I200M  unit  should  h 
been  used  instead  of  the  6000M  on  the 
bikes.  Note  that  on  the  Yamaha  TT500. 
Halo  unit  achieved  a  drop  of  -20°,  equ£ 
or  better  than  the  others. 

Jerry  Gress 
Halo  Produ. 
Oakland,  C, 

MESSAGE  FROM  MEXICO 

I'd  like  to  let  you  know  that  I'm 
enthusiast  of  off-road  riding  since  1971 
well  as  my  group  of  colleagues.  How. 
this  sport  has  mushroomed  lately  in  ^ 
ico,  mainly  the  last  two  years,  being  th< 
called  "exploring  riders"  the  larger  grc 

The  majority  of  the  Mexican  sport  ri 
are  in  the  off-road  group.  This  grou 
mainly  composed  of  the  mentioned 
plorers.  going  to  our  woods  every  week 
There  are  also  a  good  number  of 
motocrossers,  practicing  in  the  few  c 
and  tracks  we  have  and  a  smaller  groi 
riders  on  trail  type  bikes. 

Due  to  the  severe  import  restrict 
there  are  rather  few  imported  mach 
home-made  Carabelas  and  Islos  (or 
pers)  being  the  majority.  The  local  m 
facturers  of  those  motorcycles  are 
producing  motocross  and  enduro 
(considering  only  sport  bikes). 

On  the  other  hand.  Mexico  City  i 
most  important  place  in  this  countr 
sport  motorcycling,  and  Monterrey  C 
the  2nd.  but  with  many  less  fans. 

Speaking  of  local  competitions,  we 
about  six  per  year  for  motocross 
about  10  for  enduro  class  and  about 
for  trial  class.  There  are  actually 
races  but  they  don't  count  for  the  Nat 
Championships. 

This  is  a  rough  panorama  of  wha 
sport  is  in  Mexico  and  I  hope  this 
becomes  helpful  to  your  magazine. 

Jose  Luis  R 
Mexico 

YAMAHA  XS500 


Regarding  Yamaha's  XS500.  I  box 
new  1978,  trucked  it  home,  and  lean 
ride.  We  went  14,000  miles  last  sui 
including  a  straight-through  run  of 
miles  from  W.  Palm  Beach,  Fla.  to  B 
coniinucd  on  f 
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Dairyland  Motorcycle  In^ance. 

•|Jjrf)o'9.rates  for  good  riders: 

.  ^  -  ^^^^ 


1 


Dairyland  gives  you  more  than  surprisingly  low  premiums. 
We  go  out  of  our  way  to  treat  bikers  right. 

Our  monthly  policy,  for  example,  lets  you  buy  by  the 
month  so  you  can  ride  when  you  like. 

There's  a  Four  Seasons  Discount  too,  which  offers  a 
full  year  of  coverage  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost 

And  our  good  deals  aren't  hard  to  find.  Dairyland  has 
over  35,000  independent  insurance  agents  looking  out  for 
you.  Ask  one  about  policy  details.  Or  ask  your  motorcycle 
dealer;  more  and  more  are  going  with  Dairyland  these  days. 
It's  insurance  you  can  afford.  Protection  you  can't  afford  to 
be  without. 

DAIRYLAND  MOTORCYCLE  INSURANCE. 

Available  in  most  states.  Ask  your  agent  or  cycle  dealer. 


There's  K-81,  the  tire  that  set  the  high  performance  industry 
standard . . .  and  K-81  Mark  II,  the  super-stick  superbike  tire. 


The  K-81  has  a  justly  won  reputation 
for  traction.  Plenty  of  grip  in  all  kinds 
of  going.  So  much  so,  that  its  tread 
is  perhaps  the  most  copied  in  the 
world.  But  performance  is  more  than 
skin  deep. 

THE  ORIGII^TRIGONIC  DESIGN 
K-81  (TT-100) 

Low  tread 
profile 

Full  tread 
traction  surface 
for  45°  angle 
turns 

4  nylon 
plies 

AAicro-slots 
for  wet  grip 
and  stability 

Full-depth 
center  groove 
channels 
water  away 


The  K-81  is  waiting  to  be  leaned 
over.  Built  specially  for  racy  lean 
angles,  it's  your  kind  of  tire  if  you're 
looking  for  a  solid  feeling  when 
heeling  over  into  all  types  of  turns. 

K-81  has  the  original  trigonic  semi- 
triangular  profile  that  lays  a  wide 
footprint  even  at  a  45°  angle.  It  also 
offers  stability  and  a  high  degree  of 
traction  under  high  speed  cornering 
. . .  and  on  wet  pavement. 

The  full  depth  center  groove  helps 
channel  surface  water  away,  while 
specially  shaped  micro-slots  in  the 
ribs  aid  wet  grip  and  stability 

From  the  nylon  ply  construction, 
to  an  optimum  compound  for 
sidewall  flexibility,  to  an  aggressive 
tread  pattern  for  bite,  the  K-81  is  the 
performance  leader. 

Time  after  time,  the  K-81  has 
brought  in  winning  lap  times  in 
competition,  and  in  independent 
comparisons  of  leading  brand 
name  tires. 


THE  NEW  K-81  MARK  II 
SUPERBIKE  COMBO. 

For  riders  who  want  K-81  performance, 
but  need  a  little  more  rubber  on  the 
road  straight-up,  the  K-81  Mark  II  is 
newly  designed  for  today  s  superbike. 
As  compared  to  the  K-81,  it  lays  a 
bigger  footprint  on  the  straightaway, 
while  retaining  the  high  speed  stability 
and  cornering  capability  of  the 
original  K-81. 

THE  NEW.  SUPERBIKE  DESIGN 


K-81  Mark 
Rear 


K-81  Mark  II 
Ribbed  Front 


More  cifcles  rMe  on  Dunlop  th;i 


Copyrighted  material] 


jhe  new  K-81  Mark  II  ribbed  front 
s  a  matched  partner  to  this 
er  tire,  featuring  a  semi -rib 
i  gn  for  low  rolling  resistance  and 
f  !llent  steering  control.  t' 
P  tiether  you  choose  basic  black 
I  lised  white  letters,  when  you  pick 
^       Mark  II  front  and  rear  tire 
Ibination,  you've  picked  the  pair 
>  setting  a  new  high  perform- 
standard.  The  K-81  Mark  II  is 
able  now  in  superbike  sizes  only. 


Dunlop 
wants  you  to  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  the  right  tire  for  your  style 
of  riding.  Whatever  your  machine . . . 
the  K-81  or  the  K-81  Mark  II  tire 
package  will  earn  their  keep  in  the 
street.  Both  fit  tubeless  or  tube  type 
wheels.  Ask  to  see  them. 


P.O.  Box  1 109 
Buffalo,  M.Y  14240 
716-879-8200 


ly  other  tire  in  the  worM* 
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lued  from  page  19 

n,  Ind.  involving  many  hours  at  75- 
mph.  It's  made  me  a  believer.  I've  got 
:ye  on  an  Eleven  now  but  I've  no 
tion  of  parting  with  the  500. 
e  bike  has  always  been  a  willing  com- 
3n  and  one  of  the  best  lookers  on  the 
so  I  was  quite  surprised  when  I 
ed  it  had  been  eliminated  from  the 
Yamaha  lineup. 

consolation  I  can  pat  myself  on  the 
for  having  bought  one  before  the  axe 
ivith  the  added  bonus  that  I  won't  be 
g  any  newer  XS500s  this  year.  Discon- 
ng  the  XS500  just  makes  me  appreci- 
line  more. 

Doug  Daughhetee 
Madison,  Ind. 


INKS 

u  printed  my  letter  in  the  January 
issue  and  I'd  like  to  say  thanks.  After 
ing  the  kick  indicator  on  my  XT  the 
starts  first  kick  everytime  now  even 
)ut  throttle. 

Joe  Izzo 

Glen  Cove.  N.Y. 

iAHA  RD400 

in  you  tell  me  what  happened  to  the 
t  two-strokes?  I  have  been  a  mechanic 
15  years  and  worked  on  every  major 
d.  I  am  a  street  rider  and  I  look  for  the 
St,  most  reliable,  best  handling,  and 
omical  machine  my  money  can  buy. 
answer  has  been  my  Yamaha  RD400 

can  take  this  machine  out  of  my 
;ated  garage  in  the  middle  of  January 
not  being  run  for  two  weeks  at  tem- 
tures  down  to  10°  above  zero,  and  start 
ith  a  single  kick.  No  warm  up  is 
ssary  if  two  blocks  are  covered  with 
;e  on. 

aving  owned  everything  from  Adler  to 
dapp.  I  must  say  that  the  RD400  is  the 
>thest,  most  comfortable,  most  effi- 
and  best  handling  motorcycle  I  have 
owned.  I  have  oVer  20.000  miles  on  the 
line  and  I'm  only  on  my  second  set  of 
.  (I  clean  them  every  1000  miles.) 

Ron  Janesky 
Stratford,  Conn. 

'£  II 

e  RARE  II  inventory  of  federal  lands 
t  about  completed.  In  their  next  ses- 
Congress  will  decide  which  of  the 
than  6 1  million  acres  in  the  study  will 
ne  wilderness. 

:  Pacific  Northwest  4  Wheel  Drive 
iation  has  looked  at  some  facts  and 
oped  a  program  called  "Adopt  a 
ber  of  Congress."  It  is  the  PNW's 
pt  at  getting  all  recreationists  in-> 


TANK  BAG 

A  Great  Place 
To  Keep  The  Goods 


The  more  you  use  a  Vetter  Tank  Bag,  the 
more  handy  it  becomes. 

Our  Tank  Bag  disconnects  quickly  for 
carrying,  is  designed  for  easy  tip-back  dur- 
ing gas  filling,  and  features  a  synthetic 
fleece-lined  tiottom  to  protect  your  cycle's 
finish. 

It  has  zippered  pouches  (separate  com- 
partments for  clean  &  dirty  clothes),  a 
transparent  map  pocket,  and  it's  available 
in  18-,  24-  or  36-liter  sizes. 

Tank  Bag.  Just  one  of  many  Vetter  ac- 
cessories designed  to  make  your  road- 
riding  experience  . . .  even  better. 

See  your  local  dealer,  or  send  S1  for  our 
new  catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93401 


THE  PROOF: 
KAL  GARD  CHAIN  KOTE 

1 


ohaiii 
kote 


KAL-GARD  offers  the  above  photo  as  the  plain  truth 
about  its  CHAIN  KOTE.  The  deep  black  color  shows  the 
high  molybdenum  content  for  outstanding  lubrication, 
and  the  high  viscosity  bonding  agent  keeps  It  on  your 
chain  and  not  on  your  tire,  wheel,  or  jacket.  Try  it  yourself - 
If  a  chain  lube  says  it  contains  moly,  look  for  its  natural 
black  color  And  if  it  runs  off  your  hand,  it  surely  won't  stay 
on  your  chain,  will  it?  Don't  be  fooled  by  so-called  Teflon 
chain  lubes  either  Teflon  is  great  for  frying  pans  because 
things  don't  stick  to  it,  but  It's 
a  low  pressure  lube  that's  not 
for  chains.  Buy  some  CHAIN 
KOTE  today -you'll  get  what 
you  pxiy  for  Safe  for  o-ring 
chains  tool 


KaieaRD 


16616  SCHOENBORN  ST  •  SEPULVEDA,  CA  91343  •  (213)  892-8674 
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FIRST  TIME  MAIL  ORDER  DIRECT 
LOWEST  PRICES  EVER! 

AMERICAN  MADE 


Whitney 


Excel 


ALLOY  STEEL  PINS 
FOR  LONGER  WEAR 

420  ft  428 

PITCH      REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE 

76  to  100  $16  90         $10  50 

102  to  110  18.60  12.00 

112  10  120        20.30        13.00     THE  PATENTED 

PERFORMANCE  CHAIN 


Racfail 


Superb 
Strength! 


122  to  126 
128  to  136 


21.32 
23.01 


14.00 
15.00 


S20 


428  H 

PITCH      REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE  PITCH 

110  to  118  $20.43         $12  50     96  10  104 

120  to  126  21  81  14  50      106  10  118 

128  to  136  23  55  15.50      120  to  130 


THE  CHAIN 
FOR  BIG  BIKES 


$51.54 
5847 
64  42 


$34  00 

39.00 

4300 


REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE  530^"„°„eo.  p„,cE  SALE  PRICE 

96  to  104  $28  53  $19  00 
106  10  118        32.50  21  50 

120  to  130        36  64  24.00 
520  A  530  530  H  D  «,n  u  r> 

PITCH      REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE  PITCH      REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE  ^T°^^  . 
96  to  104  $28.26        $18.50     96to104  $70  54         $47  00 

106  10  118  32.04  21.00       106to118  80  04  53  00 

120  to  130  3554  23.50       120to130  89  17  59  00 


Endur-O- 
Exed 


PITCH  REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE 

88  $87  65  $4400 

92  9162  46  00 

94  93.62  48.00 


REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE 


$68.53 
76.41 
83  17 


520 
PITCH 

96  to  104 
106  to  118 
120  to  130 
530 

PITCH      REG.  PRICE 

96  to  104  $71.65 
106  10  118  8130 
120  to  130  84.57 
630 

REG.  PRICE 

$86  43 

90  36 
92  32 
94.29 
104.11 


"O"  RING 
DESIGN  FOR 
DIRT  BIKES 


PITCH 

68 

92 

94 

96 

106 


$41.00 
46  50 
5200 

SALE  PRICE 

$4200 
48  00 
53  00 

SALE  PRICE 

$50  50 

53.00 
54.00 
55.00 
61  00 


Chainmate 


Per-Lux 
Ignitor 

MAKE/MODEL 
BMW  PART  NO. 

B-80&UP  IGN-400 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  TWIN 

1970  ON  UP 
HONDA 
CB-500-550 
C750 
GL1000 
KAWASKI 
KZ650 
K2900 
KZIOOO 
SUZUKI 

GS-750,850.1000 
GS-550 
YAMAHA 
XS-500.6SO 
RD-250,350,400 

Nam*  


96 

106 


95.61 
105.57 


50  00 
5500 


PRO  SOLID  STATE 
ELECTRONIC 
IGNITION  SYSTEM 


.Addr*ii_ 


Chain 
Lube 

REG.  PRICE 

$3.98 

SALE  PRICE 

$2.29 


Clly  

Vita  □ 


.Slate- 


Mattar  Charga  □ 


Monay  Ordar  □ 
 Exp.  Data  


_Zlp_ 


Partonal  Chack  □ 


Card  Numbar  

Part  No.     Daacripllon     Ouan.     Prica  Total 


Shipping,  Add  $2. 
$1.  Par  Luba  II  Not 
With  Chain  Ordar 


Shipping 
Total  Coil 


N.J.  Rei.  Add  5%. 
Total  Amt.  Enclota( 


Catalog  Sales  Oivision  of 
H  P  T.  Enterprrses  Inc. 
Box  67.  Belvidere.  NJ  07823 

(201)  689-5261 


EClUALEAn 


THE  UlTIMIITE    SIDECDR    EXPERI E NC E  * < ! 
EDUILEAN  SIDECAR  CO.  6141  W.  ORHNCE,  iio.32.  CYPRESS,  CtllFORNI*  90(30 
■laalacturtd  in  U.S.*.  ■•<cr  pitcits  ■0.4,022,413,  244,3(S,  others  peadiai. 
iciler  lo^oiriis  iititeil. 


<2lOCK£ll 
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volved  in  writing  letters  to  Congress  on 
RARE  II  Bill.  A  special  issue  of  our  ne 
paper.  Tri  Power,  will  be  sent  to  as  m 
recreationists  and  groups  as  possible. 

The  special  newspaper  will  contain 
land  issue  voting  records  of  the  legislat 
a  land  breakdown,  interesting  articles.  I 
to  write  letters  instructions,  and  ot 
important  facts  and  information. 

Tri  Power— RARE  1 1  issi 
5319  SW  Westgate  Dr. 
Portland.  Ore.  97221 
Attn:  Darilee  Bednar 

HONDA  750  HONDAMATIC 

I  have  read  your  magazine  for  a  nun: 
of  years  now  and  I  always  look  forwan 
looking  over  the  new  bikes  in  your  wii 
issues.  (It  gets  my  spring  motorcycle  ft 
started.) 

I  ride  a  1977  750  Hondamatic  and 
been  puzzled  by  the  non-appearanct 
said  breed  for  the  1979  model  vear.  / 
more  puzzling  still  is  that  1  haven't  r 
one  line  anywhere  as  to  the  reason. 

What  gives? 

Douglas  Parish 
Kalamazoo.  M 
The  Honda  7 50 A  was  a  fine  piect 
engineering  and  was  not  a  sales  siicc 
Honda  withdrew  the  model  when  thev  c 
our  with  the  new  750  Four.  The  4()0A  is 
in  production  and  we  wonder  ifpcrhup. 
CX500  may  be  enlarged  and  titled 
Hondamatic.  but  for  now,  no  more  75( 
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IF  IT'S  NOT£i^,  IT'S  NOT 
A  PERFORMANCESYSTEM. 


Exhaust  system  manufacturers  make  lots  of  claims.  Their 
3ipes  all  increase  power,  make  your  bike  run  better,  up  fuel 
economy  look  sexy  and  so  forth. 

Very  impressive-soundmg  ads.  But  when  you  take  a  sec- 
ond look,  you  see  there's  one  thing  missing: 

Facts. 

At  RC  ENGINEERING  we're  more  interested  m  facts. 


•RC  ENGINEERING  HAS  WON  MORE  NATIONAL 
)RAG  RACING  RECORDS  THAN  ANYONE  ELSE.  Maybe 
'•ou  don't  think  drag  racing  has  anything  to  do  with  your 
curing  or  street  bike,  but  there's  still  only  one 
vorld-wide  standard  of  performance  —  the  quarter 
nile. 

•  RC  ENGINEERING  IS  THE  OLDEST  PERFOR- 
^AUCE  SYSTEM  MANUFACTURER.  We  ve  been 
5uilding,  racing  and  selling  our  exhaust  systems 
lince  1969,  when  most  of  the  other  manufacturers 
vere  still  riding  minibikes. 

•  RC  ENGINEERING  IS  THE  ONLY  MANUFAC- 
rURER  BUILDING  PERFORMANCE  SYSTEMS 
lATHER  THAN  CHROME  PIPES.  Our  exhaust  sys 
ems  are  designed  with  one  purpose  —  to  increase 
'■our  engine's  performance. 

•  RC  ENGINEERING  IS  THE  ONLY 
/lANUFACTURER    WITH  COMPLETE 
fESTING  FACILITIES.  Before  we  sell  you 
m  exhaust  system,  we  spend  months 
esting  the  system,  first  on  our 
:hain-driven  dynomometer,  then 
)n  the  racetrack  and  the  street. 


•  WE  RACE  WHAT  WE 
SELL.  From  Russ  Collins  on, 
our  staff  is  actively  involved  m  com- 
petition. 

•  RC  ENGINEERING  EXHAUST  SYS- 
TEMS ARE  LEGAL  IN  ALL  50  STATES. 

Those  are  only  some  of  the  facts  behind 
what  we  have  to  say:  If  you  don't  use  an  RC 
ENGINEERING  exhaust  system,  you  don't  use  a 
performance  system. 

All  of  our  exhaust  systems  are  available  by  mail 
order.  Send  $2.00  for  our  64  page  catalog  and  order- 
ing information. 


ENGINEERING 

16216  South  Main  Street,  Dept.  32 
Gardena,  California  90248 
213-327-6858 


Our  skill  is  a  matter  of  record. 
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amco  travel  Al  system 


When  the  specification 
sheet  calls  for  maximum 
performance  from  your 
touring  motorcycle,  the 
Amco  Travel  System  is 
the  best  equipment  you 
can  choose. 


Designed  .  .  . 
by  touring 
enthusiasts. 
Engineered  .  .  . 
for  your  machine. 
Manufactured  .  .  . 
entirely  by  Amco. 

Send  $1 .00  for  new  Color  Catalog 

7425  Fulton  Ave.,  N.  Hollywood,  Ca.  91605 


Performance  Starts  Here 

On  or  off  the  road  your  bike  will  be  running  at  peak  performance  with 
the  best  cycle  lubricants  and  cleaners  made  by: 


RADIATOR  SPECIALTY  CO.,  CHARLOTTE,  N.  C.  28237 


MOTOCOURSE  1978-79 


edited  by  Barry  C  'olcnKin 
published  hv  Hazlelon  Securities. 
Richmond.  Surrey.  England 
U.S.  distribution  by  Motorbooks 
International. 
Osceola.  M^m..  54020.  S22.V.'i 
9'/:  .X  12'/:  in.  20S  pp. 
otocourse  is  a  ri>ad-racing  ann 
published  in  England  and  devoici 
world  championships  and  various  nati( 
titles. 

The  work  may  find  ready-made  fav( 
this  magazine  because  it's  editetl  by  B, 
Coleman,  author  of  the  Mike  Mailw 
and  Kenny  Roberts  articles  publisher 
CW  recently.  The  U.S.  report  was  doni 
Tony  Swan.  CW  graduate,  and  severa 
the  U.S.  photographers  for  Motoco 
are  also  CW  contributors.  Obx  iouslv 
like  their  work. 

Which  entitles  us  to  say  that  this  am 
isn't  perfect.  Mechanonuts  will  be  di 
pointed  in  the  specification  tables 
charts,  for  example.  The  bikes  riddei 
Roberts.  Sheene.  Hansford.  Cccotto 
are  listed  in  the  charts  but  onl\  the  b. 
facts  are  there.  Far  more  attention  is 
to  the  brand  names  of  spark  plugs,  oil 
the  like  than  to  the  actual  machines, 
past  season  saw  all  manner  of  claims 
and  con  the  RG500  Suzuki  vs  the  YZl 
Yamaha,  the  Kawa.saki  KR350  v  s  the 
bidelli.  But  none  of  this  gets  much  s\ 
Surely  this  is  the  place  to  discuss  tech 
devices  like  the  Yamaha  \ariahle  exl 
valve,  but  it  isn't  included.  There" 
article  about  tires  but  it  doesn't  te 
laymen  what  we  want  to  know  :  whai 
the  result  of  the  Goodyear-Michelin 
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motarcycle  on  water?  At  fiist  the  idea  seemed  all  wet. 


It's  new.  It's  imaginative, 
a  combination  of  all  the 
lis  and  fun  of  cycling, 
ting,  and  water  skiing 
an  experience.  It's  like 
ling  else  before.  It's  the 
tbike  watercycle 


It  also  sounds  a  little  un- 
believable. After  all,  how  do 
you  get  a  350  pound  motor- 
cycle up  on  top  of  the  water'?' 

and  true.  But  what  if  you 
wanted  to  turn? 

Many  months  went  into 
designing  the  front  and  rear 
skis.  The  results? 

Wetbike  can  bank  into 
turns  with  speed  and  agility. 
The  riding  position  is  very 
similar  to  that  of  a  motorcycle. 
You  lean  into  turns  and  for- 
ward into  jumps.  Even  riding 
two  up,  the  response  and 
handling  is  quick  and  sure. 

Should  you  fall,  the 
engine  automatically  stops 

To  get  the  feel  of  a  motor- 
cycle on  water,  Wetbike  had 
to  rise  up  and  then  skim 
across  the  top  of  the  water 
It  had  to  hydroplane  like  a 
slalom  water  ski,  but  without 
the  aid  of  a  tow  rope. 

BP 

1^ 

Then  where  would 
Wetbike's  power  come  from? 

At  first,  a  conventional 
propeller  driven  outboard 
motor  was  tried  And  tried. 
And  tried. 

Then  came  the  idea  of  a  jet 
pump  drive.  There  was  no 
exposed  prop,  which  made  it 
much  safer  And  the  jet  pump 
was  noted  for  good  solid 
thrust  at  the  low  end. 

In  every  respect  Wetbike's 
specially  designed  jet  pump 
drive  proved  to  be  ideal. 
Wetbike  was  up  on  the  top 
of  the  water,  running  straight 


and  the  Wetbike  settles,  up- 
right, into  the  water.  And 
again,  there's  no  propeller  to 
worry  about 


free  engine.  A  50  h  p.  (723 
CC)  Suzuki-Spirit  outboard 
powerhead.  Each  one  is 
tested  and  run  at  the  factory 
for  30  minutes  So  when  you 
turn  on  the  electric  start  and 
hit  the  gas,  you've  got  de- 
pendable power  Power  to 
get  Wetbike  up  on  top  of  the 
water,  into  turns, 
over  rolling  waves, 
then  back  to 
shore.  Time  and 
time  again. 


To  make  sure  you  have 
more  fun  out  on  the  water,  we 
put  in  a  time  tested,  trouble 


Until  you  see  the  Wetbike  in  action,  or  better  yet,  get 
on  one  and  ride,  you're  not  going  to  feel  the  excitement  that's 
there,  just  waiting. 

The  Wetbike  watercycle.  It's  a  whole  new  wave  in  water 
sports.  And  to  get  on  it,  send  us  the  coupon  below.  We'll 
send  you  the  name  of  the  nearest  Wetbike  dealer 

Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Spirit  Marine/Division  of  Arctic  Enterprises,  Thief  River  Falls,  MN  56701 


announcing  the  -"^-f^t  C^^^^:; 


.Signed  to  pad  and  reduce  stress  on 
meal  separate  inner  sWch.ng  by 
urposely  tearing  away  during  heauy 
Jbuse,  o^ering  nearly  twice  the 
ieam  life  of  competitive  gloves 

A  feature  no  other  higher 
uriced  glove  has  made 
iuailabie  until  now. 


A  lot  of  gloves  mi 
look  like  the  Castre  Croj 
Country  Glove,  but  they'! 
not  built  like  them. 

This  is  the  first  ar 
finest  anatomically  di 
signed  glove  line  on  tj 
market  today.  ( 
Just  check  d 
Castre's  TRI-CURVI 
features,  which  are  built- 
to  eliminate  blisters  caus'i 

by  bunching. 

Count  the  curves. 
One  Curved  across  your  knuck^ 
Two.  Curved  laterally  from  your\ 
v^rist  to  little  finger. 
Three.  Curved  the  length  of  your 

With  extra  palm  paddt 
plus  reinforced  protectioi. 
both  the  thumb  and  little  fin 
to  help  minimize  seam  tears. 

Made  of  the  finest  covw 
with  triple  braided  double-stit.J 
seams  to  help  reduce  tear-oc 
Competitively  priceo 
available  in  men's  sizes,  s 
medium,  large  and  extra-las 
Castre  gloves  gives 
,  the  comfort  and  control  you  i 
to  handle  the  most  difficult  rid.l 
So  take  those  curves,  with  CC 

Gloves  for  all  seasonn 
and  all  rev 


Cross  Country  Glove 


.  CASTB.  TB.NA  AVBNUH  ^^^^^^ 


FOR  ADDED 
RFORMANCE4 
SAFETY  I 

^  TIRE  LIFE 

LANCE  PLUS  is  a  chemically 
ted  formula  that  works  bycentrif- 
>rce  inside  your  motorcycle  tires, 
:ing  the  entire  wheel  and  tire  unit 
J  ride.  It  compensates  for  road, 
ind  tire  wear  conditions  to  give 
jntinuous  balance  that  can  elim- 
wheel  hop  and  tire-originated 
on.  You  get  added  high  speed 
ty  for  the  life  of  your  tires. 

■  special  BAUNCE  PLUS  compound 
y  dissipates  heat  so  your  tires 
oler  and  last  longer. 

h  BALANCE  PLUS  you  get  the  big 
...a  puncture  sealer  that  gives 
3tection  against  small  leaks  caused 
nails  and  other  road  hazards. 
ICE  PLUS  eliminates  up  to  90%  of 
I  air  loss  and  seals  most  punctures 
ride. 

ANCE  PLUS  is  recommended  for 
orcycle  tires.  Available  in  8  oz., 
and  1 6  oz.  bottles. 

d  500  for  technical  product 
information  and  decaf. 


CYCIC  PRODUaS 


Suite  410  Dept  831 
Santa  Ana  CA  92704 
(714)  549  8707 


Next,  the  number  of  pages  is  generous, 
as  it  should  be  for  the  price.  But  many  of 
the  pages  appear  to  have  been  included  to 
puff  the  book  out,  as  in  various  tributes 
and  personality  profiles.  Then  there  are 
complete  results  of  all  the  races  you  proba- 
bly didn't  know  took  place,  complete 
meaning  the  lap-by-lap  finishing  posi- 
tions. Okay,  it's  nice  to  have  all  this  data  at 
home  on  the  shelf,  just  in  case.  But  given 
the  choice  of  a  cutaway  drawing  of  the 
RG500  or  the  lap  charts  from  the  New 
Zealand  Sidecar  Championship,  we'd  take 
the  drawing. 

So  why  is  this  annual  a  book  no  racing 
fan  can  do  without? 

Because  Barry  Coleman  understands 
racing  and  the  men  who  do  it. 

It's  capsule  history.  Each  race  meeting 
throughout  the  year  is  described  so  well, 
with  such  insight  and  clarity,  that  the  riders 
and  tuners  and  factory  planners  and  offi- 
cials come  alive,  bit  by  bit.  Each  race  we 
understand  them  more,  and  appreciate 
them  more.  By  the  closing  stages  the  racing 
fan  will  be  reading  so  fast  the  pages  blur 
.  .  .  all  to  be  told  again  what  we  already 
knew;  who  won  which  race  and  what  title. 

You're  not  a  racing  fan?  Read  this  book 
and  you  will  be. 

—Allan  Girdler 


Illustration  l>y  P.M.  McKenna 


Introducing 
|the  new 
CONVERTIBLE 
ignition  system 


It's  the  most  advanced  point 
replacement  system  in  the 
world.  This  system  was 

I  designed  for  the  special 
needs  of  a  motorcycle  out 

I  on  the  road  where  reliability 
and  performance  counts. 
It's  called  the  Convertible. 
You  may  never  need  the 
exclusive  plug-in  racing 
feature,  but  it's  nice  to  know 
It's  there. 

Before  you  spend  your  money 
on  an  ordinary  system,  contaC 
us  and  learn  about  the  best. 

Retail  cost  about  $105.00 


Honda  4  »,  Kaw,  Suz,  BMW,  Harley  twins 


2711  Toledo  St.,  Suite  505  Torrance, 
California  90503  (213)328-1918 


During  1 978,  ^, 
Castrol  haduNo"'.^^?E^ 

■  '^-m'  CLOVER 

more  winners  inNSFom 


AM  A  Road  Races 

than  any 


DAVE   ■  I 


of  Its 
competitors 


ly  r.,uiKIC 

VILLIAU 


>etiTors 
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"OnCYCLBC*-  - 


THE  NO.  1  OIL  WITH  CYCLISTS 

Castroi 

ENGINEERED  FOR  PRECISION  ENGINES 

.<«.ob  cockoi  iDc  noDlingntal  Pla^a  Har.l5m§§Pb-  H  i  ST^Oi 
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ROUNDUP 


THE  NUMBERS  GAME 


number  of  federally-funded  motorcy- 
cle accident  studies  have  been  corn- 
ed recently  and  the  National  Highway 
fic  Safety  Administration  took  the  oc- 
on  to  blitz  the  media  and  politicians 
1  a  statistical  avalanche.  Of  prime  con- 
1  to  NHTSA  is  the  repeal  of  helmet 
s  in  many  states  since  the  Secretary  of 
isportation  lost  the  power  to  withhold 
;ral  highway  funds  from  states  which 
I't  adopt  mandatory  helmet  use  laws. 
TSA  fought  for  the  helmet  laws  and  is 
ting  for  the  return  of  helmet  laws, 
fter  the  announcement  of  the  studies, 
trent  conclusions  were  presented  by 
erent  people.  Naturally  Joan  Clay- 
ik.  administratrix  of  NHTSA.  said  the 
rts  support  helmet  laws.  Ed  Young- 
jd,  director  of  government  relations  for 
American  Motorcyclist  Association. 
"We  feel  the  emphasis  should  be  on 
iures  for  accident  prevention.  While 
'y  and  fatality  reduction  remain 
>rtant  goals,  we  see  a  need  for  a 
ger  emphasis  on  reduction  of  acci- 
>.  especially  within  the  high  percent- 
caused  by  motorists  who  are  not 
ng  out  for  motorcycles." 


Beneath  self-serving  political  rhetoric 
there  may  be  some  useful  information. 
Four  of  the  federally-funded  studies,  those 
done  in  Colorado,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  and 
South  Dakota,  compared  accident  and  in- 
jury rates  for  motorcyclists  before  and 
after  helmet  laws  were  repealed.  A  fifth 
study  was  more  complete.  Research  teams 
from  the  University  of  Southern  Califor- 
nia under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Harry  Hurt 
analyzed  nearly  900  motorcycle  accidents 
occurring  in  the  Los  Angeles  area. 

Information  about  the  accident,  condi- 
tions at  the  time  of  the  accident,  the  rider, 
the  motorcycle  and  the  background  of  the 
rider  was  collected.  Injuries  were  broken 
down  according  to  the  degree  of  severity. 
Results  have  so  far  been  analyzed  accord- 
ing to  whether  a  rider  was  wearing  a 
helmet  or  not.  plus  some  conclusions  on 
the  size  of  motorcycle  and  conspicuity  of 
the  rider  have  been  made.  Still  coming  are 
exposure  data,  that  is,  comparisons  with 
motorcyclists  in  the  area  not  involved  in 
accidents.  Until  the  exposure  data  has 
been  collected,  due  by  the  fall  of  1979. 
valid  conclusions  on  many  points  will  be 
difficult  to  make.  But  the  information  is 


intriguing. 

For  instance,  not  many  motorcyclists  get 
rear-ended.  Initial  contact  points  of  the 
involved  motorcycles  showed  30  percent  of 
the  collisions  involved  the  front  of  the 
motorcycle,  36  percent  of  the  motorcycles 
collided  on  the  left  side.  31  percent  col- 
lided first  on  the  right  and  only  3  percent 
collided  at  the  rear. 

The  difference  between  left  and  right 
side  collisions  is  explained  by  the  types  of 
accidents.  The  most  prevalent  accident  oc- 
curred when  a  car  made  a  lefthand  turn  in 
front  of  an  oncoming  motorcyclist.  Ac- 
cording to  the  study.  45  percent  of  all  the 
motorcycle  accidents  were  due  to  cars 
turning  left  in  front  of  motorcycles.  That 
accounts  for  the  greater  number  of  im- 
pacts on  the  left  side  than  the  right  side 
and  for  many  of  the  head-on  impacts.  A 
total  of  5 1  percent  of  all  motorcycle  acci- 
dents investigated  were  caused  by  other 
vehicles  violating  the  motorcycle's  right  of 
way. 

Another  41  percent  of  the  motorcycle 
accidents  were  attributed  to  rider  error. 
Only  3  percent  of  the  accidents  were 
blamed  on  mechanical  problems,  most  of> 
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those  coming  from  flat  tires.  Although  the 
exposure  figures  aren't  available  yet,  the 
study  said  nearly  half  of  the  motorcycles 
involved  in  multi-vehicle  accidents  were 
rated  hard  to  see.  Not  known  yet  are  how 
many  motorcyclists  not  involved  in  acci- 
dents are  rated  hard  to  see. 

Earlier  surveys  indicate  about  half  the 
motorcyclists  in  Southern  California  wear 
helmets,  yet  60  percent  of  the  accident- 
involved  motorcyclists  in  the  survey  were 
not  wearing  a  helmet.  The  unhelmeted 
riders  accounted  for  67  percent  of  the  total 
injuries  and  81  percent  of  the  head  and 
neck  injuries.  Head  and  neck  injuries  ac- 
counted for  17.6  percent  of  all  injuries. 
The  exact  number  of  fatal  accidents  in  the 
survey  isn't  clear  from  the  Department  of 
Transportation  reports.  One  DOT  report 
says  the  USC  survey  recorded  54  fatalities, 
yet  the  summary  of  the  report  from  the 
same  department  only  shows  27  motorcy- 
cle fatalities. 

Among  the  findings  of  the  survey  were 


the  following: 

—  Many  motorcyclists  overbrake  with  the 
rear  brake  and  underbrake  with  the  front 
brake.  Improper  evasive  action  was  taken 
by  65  percent  of  the  cyclists. 

—Almost  12  percent  of  the  motorcycle 
riders  had  been  drinking  prior  to  the  acci- 
dent, but  53  percent  of  the  fatalities  had 
alcohol  present  in  their  blood. 

-Although  other  studies  show  females 
to  comprise  only  2  percent  of  the  motorcy- 
clists in  the  area.  3.8  percent  of  the  acci- 
dent sample  were  female. 

—One-third  of  the  accidents  involved 
motorcycles  with  engines  of  at  least  750cc, 
but  one-half  of  the  fatal  accidents  involved 
750  or  larger  bikes. 

—Only  55  percent  of  the  motorcyclists 
had  the  required  motorcycle  endorsement 
on  a  valid  driver's  license,  and  12  percent 
of  the  motorcyclists  had  no  license. 

—The  overall  motorcycle  riding  experi- 
ence of  the  cyclists  was  an  average  of  three 
years,  but  over  half  the  cyclists  had  less 


than  six  months  experience  riding  the  m 
torc-ycle  involved  in  the  accident. 

About  8  percent  of  the  riders  had  son 
formal  motorcycle  rider  training,  the  rt 
were  either  self-taught  or  had  inform 
instructions  from  friends. 

—Helmets  caused  only  four  minor  inj 
ries  and  in  each  of  those  instances  pr 
vented  more  serious  injuries.  None  of  tl 
helmet-wearing  riders  found  their  helms 
to  lead  to  an  accident. 

—Only  2.2  percent  of  the  helmet 
riders  received  fatal  injuries,  while 
percent  of  the  non-helmeted  riders  di 
There  was  only  one  cyclist  with  a  heir 
who  died  of  head  injuries;  there  were 
non-helmeted  cyclists  dying  of  head  in 
ries. 

The  study  concluded  that  "drama 
gains  in  motorcycle  safety  can  be  achic\ 
if  motorcyclists  wear  helmets  and  cycl 
and  their  motorcycles  are  made  as  cons 
uous  as  possible." 


THE  HARLEY  SHUFFLE 


I  arley-Davidson  has  announced  sev- 
I  eral  new  models  which  will  be  intro- 
duced mid-way  through  this  model  year. 
None  of  the  models  are  new  in  the  sense  of 
having  never-before-seen  pieces,  but  the 
new  models  have  different  combinations 
of  the  traditional  Harley  pieces  than  we've 
seen  before. 

After  a  one  year  absence,  the  Harley 
sidecar  is  back,  now  mounted  on  the  80 
cu.in.  Classic,  both  painted  a  matching 
cream  and  tan.  Harley  offered  the  sidecar 
combo  for  years  with  several  special  fea- 


tures: matching  16-in.  wheels  on  all  cor- 
ners so  the  spare  tire  could  replace  a  flat  in 
any  position:  a  steeper  front  fork  rake  for 
greater  maneuverability  and  less  steering 
eflfort;  brakes  on  all  three  wheels.  Harley 
didn't  announce  whether  the  latest  sidecar 
rig  has  the  traditional  three-speed  plus 
reverse  transmission,  but  the  reverse  trans- 
mission is  still  listed  in  the  parts  books  on 
special  order.  Price  for  the  Classic  sidecar 
rig  is  a  mere  $7595. 

Two  existing  models,  the  Low  Rider  and 
FXEF  Fatbob.  are  being  treated  to  the  80 


in.  engine.  Both  models  have  had  the 
cu.in.  engine  previously.  Both  are  dcri 
tives  of  the  original  Super  Glide  which 
a  derivative  of  the  Electra  Glide  which 
an  update  of  the  Hydra  Glide  which 
an  update  of  the  Duo  Glide  which 
ceeded  the  74. 

Last  of  the  new  models  is  the  Hug 
Based  on  the  Sportster,  the  Hugger  ha 
ultra-low  29.5  in.  seat  height,  lower 
shocks,  lower  rear  fender  styling,  and 
ditional  wire  spoke  wheels.  Sort  dI 
almost- Low  Rider-Sportster. 


Motorcyclists  spend  $22.5  million  in 
Mexico  every  year  to  be  able  to  ride 
off  road.  Why  the  money  is  spent  outside 
the  United  States  and  what  the  effect  is  on 
the  U.S.economy  has  been  analyzed  by  the 
American  Motorcyclist  Association  in  a 
report  to  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
about  that  agency's  southern  California 
desert  planning. 


 WHO  PAYS?  

"Losses  to  the  U.S.  Economy  amount- 
ing to  $22.5  million  a  year  have  been 
increased  by  a  certain  amount  of  forced 
movement  to  Mexico  by  ORV  users  as  a 
result  of  decreasing  availability  of  public 
land  for  diversified  use  in  southern  Cal- 
ifornia and  increased  inconvenience 
caused  by  regulations,  restrictions  and  per- 
mission procedures  established  by  the  Bu- 


reau of  Land  Management,"  say* 
report. 

The  $22.5  million  figure  doesn't  inc 
other  recreational  vehicles  such  as 
wheel  drives  or  dune  buggies- just  m 
cycles.  And  the  study  only  focuse 
effects  of  regulation  in  the  southern 
ifornia  desert.  The  same  effects  cou 
causing  similar  migration  all  alonj 
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The 

Windjammer® 

Year  after  year.  Windjammer  is 
recognized  as  the  final  word  in 
fairings. 

And  for  good  reason.  Its  judge 
has  been  time,  distance  and 
thousands  of  serious  riders  —  like 
yourself. 

This  year,  more  than  ever, 
Windjammer  is  simply  the  best  fair- 
ing you  can  buy. 

For  starters,  only  Windjammer 
offers  a  list  of  standard  features 
that  the  other  fairings  call  options. 
Like  leading-edge  running  lights, 
locking  storage  compartment, 
cigarette  lighter  and  adjustable  air 
vents,  to  name  a  few. 

Windjammer  is  also  the  most 
aerodynamically  advanced  touring 
fairing  available  —  a  direct  result  of 
the  Vetter  commitment  to  con- 
stant, subtle  design  refinement. 

And  now  Windjammer  is  avail- 
able color-matched  to  today's  lead- 
ing motorcycles  —  right  down  to 
the  striping. 

If  you're  serious  about  having 
fun,  get  behind  a  Windjammer. 
Anything  else  is  just  second  best. 

Visit  your  local  dealer  today,  or 
send  $1  for  our  new  20-page,  full- 
color  catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane, 
San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93401. 


First  to  do  it  right 


U.S.-Mexican  border. 

A  survey  of  off-road  motorcyclists  in 
southern  California  provided  information 
for  the  study.  Besides  giving  a  figure  on  the 
money  spent  by  motorcyclists  in  Mexico, 
the  study  also  shows  trends  for  the  past  five 
years  indicationg  a  downward  trend  in 


organized  motorcycle  use  on  BLM-man- 
aged  land. 

"The  federal  government  should  be 
aware  of  international  ramifications  result- 
ing in  loss  to  the  economy  caused  by  the 
Carter  administration  land-management 
and  recreation  programs."  says  the  report. 


DUCK  UNDER  ATTACK 


RAW  DEAL  ON  RARE  II 


A final  recommendation  announced  by 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Bob  Berg- 
land  allocates  24  percent  of  the  area  stud- 
ied in  the  Roadless  Area  Review  and 
Evaluation  (RARE  II)  to  wilderness.  18 
percent  of  the  land  to  further  study  and  58 
percent  of  the  62  million  acres  to  multiple 
uses. 

Now  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  made  a  decision,  the  matter  goes  to 
Congress  which  will  make  the  ultimate 
decision  about  RARE  II  lands. 

Secretary  Bergland's  announcement  was 
a  middle-of-the-road  choice  that  pleased 
neither  the  wilderness  supporters  or  the 
multiple-use  supporters.  "All  they  gave  us 
was  rocks  and  ice."  said  a  wilderness  group 
representative  when  Bergland  made  the 
announcement.  Rob  Rasor.  associate  di- 
rector of  government  relations  for  the 
American  Motorcyclist  Association  said. 
"Frankly  it  wasn't  as  bad  as  we  thought  it 
would  be.  but  the  real  impact  of  RARE  II 
will  have  to  be  assessed  at  the  state  level  by 
reviewing  those  areas  designated,  their 
acreage,  and  how  they  alter  traditional 
riding  areas." 

What  areas  are  affected  wasn't  clear 
immediately.  The  full  600  page  environ- 
mental impact  statement  on  the  decision 
wasn't  finished  when  Bergland  made  his 
announcement.  It  is  known  that  5.6  mil- 
lion acres  are  in  Idaho.  1.9  million  acres  are 
in  Colorado  and  900.000  acres  are  in  Cal- 
ifornia. A  total  of  15  million  acres  is  rec- 
ommended for  wilderness.  1 1  million  for 
further  study  and  36  million  for  general 
use. 

Whatever  happens  to  the  recommended 
wilderness  areas,  there  will  be  a  continuing 
battle  over  the  land  put  into  further  study. 
Rasor  said,  "We  have  some  real  concern 
over  the  1 1  million  acres  in  the  further 
study  category.  Assistant  Secretary  of  Ag- 


riculture Rupert  Cutler,  who  initiated 
RARE  II.  made  it  pretty  clear  that  he 
expects  these  to  end  up  as  wilderness 
sooner  or  later." 

Already  the  debate  has  begun  in  Con- 
gress over  the  amount  of  land  recom- 
mended for  wilderness,  the  way  in  which 
the  study  was  performed,  and  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  land. 

As  some  motorcyclists  have  suspected, 
much  of  the  land  in  the  RARE  II  study 
wasn't,  in  fact,  roadless,  not  even  according 
to  the  Forest  Service  which  was  conducting 
the  study.  According  to  a  survey  done  by 
the  National  Outdoor  Coalition,  as  much 
as  60  percent  of  the  land  in  RARE  II 
actually  contained  roads.  The  NOC  ob- 
tained the  Forest  Service  Wilderness  At- 
tributes Rating  System  (WARS)  forms 
used  by  the  Forest  Service  to  evaluate  land 
in  several  areas  of  California.  Of  the  40 
parcels  evaluated,  the  Forest  Service's  own 
information  shows  about  60  percent  of  the 
parcels  to  have  roads. 

The  Forest  Service  rejected  a  request 
from  the  NOC  to  assemble  the  WARS 
documents  for  all  parcels  in  Washington, 
D.C.  so  the  NOC  could  evaluate  them. 

In  a  response  to  the  NOC  statements, 
Bergland  said  some  adjustments  had  been 
made  to  eliminate  roaded  areas,  but  that 
"There  are  reasons  for  some  tolerance  for 
marks  of  man's  activity  for  inventory  pur- 
poses." Bergland  went  on  to  say  Congress 
does  not  consider  unimproved  roads  and 
many  other  minimal  evidences  of  man  to 
be  reason  enough  to  exclude  many  areas 
from  wilderness." 

So  the  Roadless  Area  Review  and  Eval- 
uation did  include  land  with  roads.  Now 
it's  up  to  Congress  to  decide  if  the  Forest 
Service  and  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture was  right. 


Regular  readers  will  remember  thai 
last  reported  on  the  Phantom  Due 
the  Desert  in  March  following  the  Fot 
Annual  Barstow  to  Vegas  Unorgani 
Trail  Ride.  At  that  time  it  looked  as  tho 
our  fine  feathered  friend  had  flc 
through  a  loophole  in  the  Bureau  of  L 
Management's  regulations  which  all 
groups  of  up  to  50  people  to  ride 
unorganized  events.  BLM,  it  turns 
doesn't  think  so. 

In  February  the  BLM  went  back 
federal  District  Court  asking  for  the  D 
and  his  friends  to  be  declared  in  conte: 
of  court  and  asking  for  a  bunch  of  mo 
How  much  money?  The  BLM  was  tryin 
figure  that  out  a  week  after  the  motion 
filed. 

A  supporting  brief  filed  by  the  I 
Attorney  said  the  Duck  caused  the  s 
area,  pits  and  course  to  be  marked  after 
initial  restraining  order  had  been  gran 
made  no  eflTorts  to  call  off  the  event,  fa 
to  stay  on  "ostensible  public  roads'" 
marking  "previously  undisturbed  de 
lands,"  posted  private  roads  and  ut 
rights  of  way,  "used  areas  which  con 
prime  desert  bighorn  sheep  habitat  an' 
species  of  listed  rare,  threatened  or 
dangered  plant  species."  provided  no  s 
tary  or  emergency  services  for  par 
pants,  and  didn't  clean  up  after  the  e^ 

It's  somewhat  strange  that  the  BLI 
complaining  about  the  route  being  ma 
yet  also  complaining  that  no  services 
provided.   If  the  services  had 
provided,  it  would  have  been  an  organ 
event  which  would  also  have  been  ilh 

For  all  the  alleged  atrocities,  the  BLI 
asking  the  Duck  to  pay  for  the  Bl! 
attorneys,  the  cost  of  trying  to  enforci 
regulations,  the  cost  of  "losses  anc^ 
penses  due  to  noncompliance  witl^ 
court's  order,"  a  daily  fine  until  the  ro| 
cleaned  up,  and  finally,  a  pernianen 
junction  "against  the  defendants  and  I 
in  active  concert  and  participation  ' 
them  from  any  trespass  individually 
concert  on  lands  of  the  United  S 
within  the  California  Desert  Conserv, 
Area  without  the  prior  written  permi 
of  an  unauthorized  oflicer  of  the  Bure 
Land  Management." 

The  BLM  spokesman  who  sent  ( 
press  release  about  the  motion  didn't ' 
how  much  money  was  involved  or  wh| 
included  in  the  request  for  the  perm( 
injunction.  I 

United  States  Attorney  Jim  Arnok 
the  judge  would  have  to  determine 
was  meant  by  "those  in  active  concei 
participation." 
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Illustration  by  P.IM.  ^ 


uu  don't  have  to 
uirley- Davidson 
mn  iron  barrel  to 
Iheir  attention, 
'^ears  or  so  ago. 

introduced  a 
uction  chopper 
in  of  the  74  Su- 
lilide  and  a  pro- 
ion  cafe  version 

Sportster,  it  being  Harlcv's  habit  to 
ouyers  what  the  owners  already  were 

LQy^  Rider  was  an  immediate  suc- 
l  he  XLCR  wasn't, 
tt  taken.  For  1979.  H-D"s  ditTerent 
n  of  the  Sportster  is  the  XLS.  It  is  to 
-  line  what  the  Low  Rider  was  to  the 

Glide:  custom  touches  with  me- 
cal  changes  and  even  a  couple  of 
)vements. 


The  mechanicalch  ln_:L^  h  r.^  '-.l  j;.  ^.c.■; 
before  in  other  places.  I  he  XL.S  has  ex- 
tended forks,  a  change  of  steering  head 
angle  l>om  29.5°  to  31°  adding  a  bit  more 
than  one  inch  to  the  wheelbase  and  doing 
a  chopper  look  to  the  from  end.  Rear 
wheel  is  16-in..  compared  to  the  18-in. 
wheels  on  the  XLH  and  XLCH.  All  three 
of  the  models  get  the  siame.sed  e.xhaust 
system  first  seen  on  the  cafe  Sportster  and 
in  a  running  change  made  late  in  1978.  the 
XL  line  gets  the  rear  frame  section  pat- 
terned on  that  u.sed  on  the  XR750  racing 
bikes.  This,  with  rear  shocks  to  match, 
provides  a  little  bit  more  suspension  travel 
in  the  rear. 

XLS  handlebars  are  lower  and  have 
barely  a  hint  of  pullback  or  rise.  They 
mount  to  3.5-in.  risers,  though,  which  put's 
them  just  about  half  as  high  as  the  stan- 
dard version  bars. 


The  XLS  seat  is  two-piece.  Not  stepped, 
but  with  a  rider's  portion  steeply  pitched 
and  the  passenger  section  a  "separate 
cushion,  mounted  on  the  rear  frame  and 
fender,  for  all  the  world  like  the  pillions  of 
20 years  ago.  Behind  the  seal  is  a  short  sis.sy 
bar  Lashed  to  that  is  a  small  leather  bag.  k 
stash  pouch,  we're  told,  although  of  course 
nobody  here  knows  what  thai'means.  nor 
would  we  admit  it  if  we  did.  Highway  pegs 
are  standard  equipment. 

Then  there  are  the  normal  Sportster  bit.s, 
like  the  dual  front  and  single  rear  discs,  the 
grips  only  slightly  larger  than  a  human 
hand,  oil  tank  beneath  the  seat,  horn  dan- 
gling on  the  left  and  air  cleaner  protruding 
from  between  the  cylinders  on  the  right. 
The  engine  is  pretty  nearlv  as  it  was  last 
year  and  the  year  before,  and  before  that 
on  back  if  you  (igurc  the  changes  from  55 
to  61  cu.  in.,  from  tlathead  ii>  ohv  and  the> 

1  m 


^^^^^ 


are  merely  updates. 

/hal  sets  the  XLS  off  most  is  the  paint 

trim.  The  bodywork  gets  black  and 
p  metallic  charcoal  paint,  the  rear 
)cket  is  chrome-plated  and  various 
:r  mechanical  parts  get  chrome  or  a 
er  and  crinkle-black  finish.  There's 
d  painted  striping  for  the  tanks,  the 
)  logo  on  the  gas  tank  is  gold.  The 
tie  and  different  paint  and  polish  works 
I  the  cast  iron  steering  head,  rough  vs 
oth.  to  produce  a  motorcycle  the  eye 
[lot  resist.  It's  tough,  it's  attractive  and 
e  ain't  nothing  on  the  XLS  doesn't 
L  like  a  motorcycle.  To  see  the  XLS  is  to 
w  that  all  those  people  who've  tried  to 

bodywork  to  bikes  were  wrong  and 
:rved  what  they  got.  (Quick  financial 
ster.  in  case  you're  too  young  to  re- 
nber.) 

here's  a  touch  of  the  cowboy  in  all  of 
rmcring  up  a  machine  like  this  makes 
luch  sense  as  putting  a  roof  on  a  horse, 
'hicli  mas  be  u  hv  the  Sportster  is  what 


What  Harley-Davidson  set  out  to  do 
with  the  Sportster,  and  the  K  and  KH 
before  it.  was  to  build  a  sporting  and  high- 
performance  motorcycle,  in  contrast  only 
with  the  74.  which  was  the  touring  Harley 
and  for  all  practical  purposes  was  the  only 
other  big  bike  then  on  the  market. 

In  1962.  this  magazine's  first  year,  we 
tested  the  Sportster  of  the  day.  Perfectly 
normal  machine,  with  a  fuel  tank  like  the 
other  bikes  had  and  a  two-person  bench 
seat,  hardly  any  suspension  travel,  kick 
start  only.  It  was  the  fastest  and  quickest 
motorcycle  we  tested  that  year  and  we 
remarked  about  this  in  a  calm  way.  There 
were,  after  all,  few  other  contenders  for  the 
Superbike  title  because  there  were  no  other 
Superbikes.  There  was  the  Sportster,  with 
optional  solo  seat.  etc..  with  a  small  head- 
light because  the  big  Harleys_got  the  big 
lights,  with  a  teardrop  tank  or.  a  tourir 
tank  because  the  Sportster  uas  st»ld  to 
e\er\body  who  wanted  a  big  powerful 
Twin  and  that's  all  there  was. 


Things  chanjicU. 
from  the  other  outfits, 
and  Triples,  the  Honda  K 
wasaki  Z-1.  while  the  Spo, 
much  the  same.  No  point  in  H-l  iig 
the  big  bike  market.  H-D  was  ihe  i.  .  Dike 
market.  The  others  invaded  and  innovated 
and  the  market  grew  beyond  what  Harley 
and  Davidson  ever  dreamed  possible. 

And  the  Sportster  found  itself  in  a  self- 
made  gilded  cage. 

There  never  was  a  time  the  company 
could  say,  better  do  some  radical  revision. 
The  guys  who  wanted  Sportsters  wanted 
Bv  God  Sportsters.  A  transverse  Four 
might  drive  off  the  customers  in  hand  with 
no  assurance  of  luring  the  customers  out 
there  in  the  bush.  And  before  you  knew 
what  to  make  of  tFTaf.  the  others  surve);ed^ 
the  itding  public^^flNhstfDvd 


jw  without  asking,  that  is,  what  a 
orcycle  is  supposed  to  look  like. 
Round,  as  one  of  the  other  factories  says  it, 
as  opposed  to  Square.  Teardrop  tanks,  a 
flowing  line  curving  across  the  top  of  the 
tank  and  down  below  the  seat. 

Those  Customs  and  Specials  and  Lim- 
iteds  aren't  Harley  copies,  not  directly.  It's 
just  that  Harley  knows  its  customers  while 
the  rivals  survey  them,  so  Harley  got  there 
first. 

Another  thing.  These  government  reg- 
ulations. The  limits  aren't  based  on  ex- 
haust noise,  although  that's  what  the 
public  talks  about.  With  ignition  ofl",  a 
chain-drive,  air-cooled  Twin  makes  more 
noise  than  does  a  shaft-drive,  water-cooled 
Four.  Making  up  some  numbers,  if  the  rest 
of  the  bike  makes,  say.  50  decibels  and  the 
limit  is  80.  you  got  30  decibels  for  intake 
and  exhaust.  If  the  rest  makes  40.  you  got 
40.  and  that's  why  the  Honda  CX500  has  a 
throaty  exhaust  note  and  the  XLS  has  a  big 
megaphone  with  an  exit  as  big  as  your 
thumb,  and  an  air  cleaner  the  size  of  a 
breadbox. 

No  fear.  None  of  the  above  really  mat- 
ters. 

What  matters  is  that  despite  the  vintage 
engine  and  the  limits  imposed  on  it  from 
within  and  without.  York  and  Milwaukee 
have  done  good. 

You  have  read  here  recently  about  how 
the  technowhiz  Multis  are  giving  us  fits  on 
cold  mornings.  Gleaming  labs,  swarms  of 
technicians  and  the  confounded  engines 
greet  the  dawn's  early  light  like  a  school- 
kid,  that  is.  cough,  moan,  grumble  and 
wake  'em  up  three  times  before  they  can 
stumble  forward. 

Pull  the  choke,  turn  the  key  and  hit  the 
button  and  three  spins  later  the  XLS  en- 
gine is  running  and  ready  to  go. 

It  will  pull  like  a  train  off" idle,  and  wind 
(well,  relatively)  easily.  The  only  sign  of 
any  compromise  with  the  mixtures  and 
such  is  that  when  warm,  on  cruise  and  light 
throttle,  55  or  60  mph,  every  10  miles  or  so 
the  mighty  Twin  goes  Bruuk!  and  then 
carries  on  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 
Normal,  the  Harley  man  tells  us  and  no, 
he's  not  allowed  to  hint  that  perhaps  rais- 
ing the  needle  one  notch  would  smooth 
out  the  glitch. 

Punchline.  The  EPA  has  just  finished 
doing  some  compliance  testing,  finding 
out  which  motorcycles  meet  the  rules 
they're  supposed  to  meet,  and  by  how 
much.  The  winners,  cleanest  of  the  clean? 
The  Harley  V-Twins. 

The  compromises  dictated  by  the  con- 
flict of  Sportster  buyers  vs  economics  and 
the  law  appear  first  in  ride  and  handling. 
The  XLS  is  in  elTect  a  frame  and  suspen- 
sion built  around  an  engine.  A  large  and 
heavy  engine,  while  the  machine  must  be 
relatively  small  and  low.  The  Sportster  is 
small  for  its  weight,  so  to  speak,  with  the 
mass  concentrated  in  the  center  and  with- 
out much  room  for  wheel  travel.  The  ex- 
tended fork  brings  with  it  highway  ease 
and  low-speed  awkwardness,  aided  and 


Cast  steering  head  is  a  nice  traditional 
touch. 


Stanchion  tubes  are  two  inches  longer  a 
steering  rake  is  increased  by  half  a  degrt 


Main  and  pillion  seats  actually  share  a  one-piece  plastic  base,  which  is  secured  by  a  fr 
tang  in  the  front  and  a  single  bolt  at  the  rear 


abetted  by  the  bars  and  seat. 

Despite  the  running  changes  over  the 
years,  as  the  factory  has  moved  this  and 
that  and  beefed  here,  trimmed  there,  the 
XLS  frame  remains  just  about  as  it  was 
when  rear  suspension  was  introduced,  that 
is,  not  ob-solete  but  surely  not  the  state  of 
the  art. 

There  is  a  certain  suppleness  to  the 
frame  and  that  means  the  practical  cure  is 
to  supply  a  certain  firmness  for  the  suspen- 
sion. Working  with  this,  the  low  machine 
and  consequent  lack  of  wheel  travel  mean 
they  dare  not  let  the  suspension  move  too 
much. 

The  ride  is  hard.  More  than  firm.  The 
forks  can  be  seen  and  felt  working  up  and 
down,  the  rear  shocks  can't.  Our  notes 
from  the  past,  in  particular  the  XLCR, 
indicated  the  stitfness  was  something  new 


and  it  is.  The  first  XLCR,  one  occu 
only,  had  lower  rate  springs.  When 
model  gained  passenger  space,  the  sp 
were  stifl"ened.  and  when  the  CR's 
frame  section  became  standard  Spoi 
equipment,  the  stifi"  springs  went  wi 
The  XLS  faithfully  follows  every  bun 
the  road,  large  or  small,  for  the  haj 
most  choppy  ride  we've  had  in  years 
Handling  is  more  a  matter  of  coi 
The  laid-back  low  .seat  doesn't  mate 
forward-mount  drag  bars.  The  initial 
tion  is  fine,  as  the  rider  assumes  a  mo( 
racer  crouch.  But  having  the  seat  moi 
aft,  the  pegs  forward  and  the  bars 
forward  leans  the  rider  ofl"  balance 
narrow  bars  reduce  lean  leverage, 
speed  balance  requires  attention,  fast 
in  the  curves  is  never  quite  comfoi 
.  .  .  the  XLS  tracks  and  steers  well  en 
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Cli  aterial 


>  of  chrome,  paint,  shiny  and  matt  finishes 
ke  fhe  classic  engine  a  work  of  art. 


Made-in-Japan  instruments  are  tastefully  small 


nt  air  cleaner  quiets  intake  and  gets  in  the  way  of  the  rider's  leg  when  he  uses  the  highway 
I  Siamesed  exhaust  system  is  now  standard  on  all  Sportster  models. 


I 


suspension  is  reportedly  reworked, 
stiff.  Pillion  isn 't  suited  to  long  trips  and 
tash  pouch  lashed  to  the  sissy  bar  drew 
us  comments. 


As  ever  horn  dangles  from  between  the 
cylinders  and  choke  and  ignition  switch  are 
semi-concealed  between  tank  and  horn. 


but  easily  read. 

wobbles  just  a  bit,  but  never  feels  as  if 
there's  a  Superbike  racer  hiding  in  there 
somewhere. 

A  more  genuine  shortcoming  concerns 
the  air  cleaner  and  the  highway  pegs.  This 
isn't  Harley's  fault.  The  law  requires  quiet 
and  as  mentioned  when  you  have  lots  of 
mechanical  noise,  you  cannot  have  intake 
or  exhaust  noise.  A  quiet  intake  means  a 
big  airbox  and  the  XLS  box  is  .so  big  that  it 
gets  between  the  rider's  right  leg  and  the 
peg.  All  our  riders,  even  the  staflT  stork, 
commented  on  this.  Too  bad.  as  the  pegs  fit 
the  Sportster  image  just  fine. 

Also  normal  is  the  Harley  control  sys- 
tem; clutch  and  brake  pull  C  harles  Atlas 
could  learn  from,  turn  signals  that  only 
come  on  when  you  keep  your  thumb  on  the 
button,  key  and  choke  tucked  away  on  a 
panel  below  the  tank.  Shrug.  If  you  can't 
handle  that,  you  probably  wouldn't  be 
happy  with  a  Harley  anyway. 

More  to  the  point,  the  clutch  and  shift 
wt)rked  line,  the  brakes  stopped  the  bike 
within  respectable  distances  and  with  good 
control.  There  is  nothing  wrong  here.  The 
XLS  is  different,  is  all. 

What  you  get  is  an  honest  motorcycle. 
Numbers  mean  nothing  when  you  muscle 
off  the  line,  the  legendary  V-Twin  making 
all  those  raw  and  romantic  sounds  as  sec- 
ond gear  comes  at  the  torque  peak  and  the 
flat  bars  strain  your  arms.  The  XLS  is  a 
reaflirmation  of  what  motorcycling  is.  for 
motorcyclists  who've  always  been  motor- 
cyclists. 

The  XLS  is  the  cowboy's  horse,  built  for 
and  cherished  by  those  of  us  who've  always 
had  a  touch  of  cowboy. 

Not  even  Harley-Davidson  can  explain 
this.  The  appeal  is  as  strong  and  as  estab- 
lished as  it  is  difficult  to  define. 

Case  in  point.  Some  of  the  people  on  the 
various  motorcycle  magazines  are  forming 
a  motorcycle  press  a.ssociation.  One  of  the 
organizational  meetings  was  held  on  a  cold 
and  rainy  night.  Only  three  guys  rode  to 
the  meeting.  Each  was  on  a  Harley. 

Our  man  wasn't  elected  to  the  board  of 
directors  becau.se  he  arrived  on  the  XLS. 

But  it  didn't  hurt.  B 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $3995 

Engine  ohv  V-Twin 

Bore  X  stroke... 81  x  96.8mm 

Displacement  997cc 

Compression  ratio  9:1 

Carburetion   (1)38mm 

Keihin 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

Ignition  GDI 

Claimed  power   na 

Claimed  torque  na 

Lubrication 

system  dry  sump 

Oil  capacity   6  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  ........2.25  gal. 

Recommended 

fuel  premium 

Starter  electric 

Alternator  12v  144w 

Headlight  50/40w 

Clutch  multi-disc  wet 

Primary 

drive  triple-row  chain 

Final 

drive  #  530  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall:1 

4th  4.22 

3rd  5.82 

2nd   7.70 

1st  10.63 

Suspension, 

front  telescopic  forks 

travel  6.9  in. 

Suspension, 

rear   swing  arm 

travel  3.75  in. 

Tire,  front  MJ90-19 

Goodyear  Eagle  A/T 

Tire,  rear  MT90-16 

Goodyear  Eagle  A/T 

Brake, 

front  dual  10  in.  disc 

Brake,  rear  11.5  in.  disc 

Total  brake  swept 

area   294.3  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 

rider)   2.4  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase  59.6  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  31  ° 

Trail   4.9  in. 

Handlebar  width  .  ..27.5  in. 

Seat  height  31.5  in. 

Seat  width  9  in. 

Footpeg  height  12  in. 

Ground  clearance  ...  6.8  in. 
Test  weight  (w/half- 

tank  fuel)  541  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/rear, 

percent  43.1/56.9 

Gross  vehicle  weight 

rating  960  lb 

Load  capacity  419  lb 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  3260  rprr 

Power/weight  ratio 

(160-lb.  rider)  ns 

Fuel  consumption  .  52  mpc 
Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated  . 26  mph 

60  mph  indicated  . 54  mph 
Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  32  ft 

from  60  mph  144  ft 

Standing  start 

Vi-mile  13.98  sec 

@  92.78  mph 

Speed  after 
Vi  mile  104  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1  St  45  mph 

2nd  62  mph 

3rd  82  mph 

4th  114  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30   2.23  secj 

0-40   3.25  sec| 

0-50  4.61  sec 

0-60   5.97  sec 

0-70   7.93  sec 

0-80   9.98  set 

0-90   12.64  se( 

0-100  17.86se< 
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"Extras" 


makeTURTLE  EXTRA  car  wax 

ectra  hng  lasting. 


TURTLE  EXTRA  car  wax  is 

the  longest  lasting  car  wax 

Turtle  Wax  has  ever  made. 

Extra,  ingredients  make 

.  -,  a  difference. 

\  /    TURTLE  EXTRA 

car  wax  is  a 

combination  of 
imported  and 
domestic  waxes, 
polymers  and 
silicones  that  give 
your  car's  finish 
extra  shine, 
extra  protection. 


SILICONE 

WAXES 

SILICONE 
POLYMERS 


We  put  in  special  waxes 

from  South  America  for  high  gloss. 
We  put  in  costly  waxes  from 
Europe  for  a  long  lasting  shine. 

We  put  in  "space  age" 
polymers  that  actually  lock-on 
to  a  car's  finish  for  extra  protection. 

We  put  in  not  one  but 
two  amino  functional 
silicones.  Silicones  that  are 
regarded  as  the  most  advanced 
shine  and  durability  agents 
in  the  automotive  industry. 


TURTLE  EXTRA  car 
wax  is  100%  Guaranteed. 

It,  in  your  opinion,  TURTLE 
EXTRA  car  wax  does  not  out- 
shine, outlast,  or  outperform 
any  car  wax,  liquid  or  paste, 
return  unused  portion  to 
Turtle  Wax  for  100%  refund. 

$2.00  Refund  Offer. 

Look  for  special  refund  offer 
on  TURTLE  EXTRA  car 
wax  packages.  In  liquid  or 
new  soft  paste. 


1 1  i 

©IWbyTurtJe  Waxinc. 
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Introducing  the  newest 
members  of  the  Yam^iha 
off-road  family  The  MXlOO 
and  MX175. 

Two  tough,  powerful,  reliable 
off-road  playbikes  that  just 
about  anyone  can  ride. 
And  afford. 

They're  priced  very  low,  yet 
come  loaded  with  all  the  proven 
features  they  need  to  make 
them^mahas. 


.  Exclusive  Monoshock 
!  rear  suspension. 


Tile  MX175,  our  full-size 
machine,  has  Yamalia's  exclu- 
sive Monoshock  rear  suspen- 
sion. The  same  type  used  on 
our  champion  YZ  motocrossers. 
Its  extremely^ 
long  travel 
soaks  up  the 
worst  bumps  and 
jolts.  And  the  rigid  trian- 
gulated swing  ami  keeps 


your  rear  wheel  right  on  track; 

Leading-axle  front  forks 
allow  more  front  wheel  travel 
well  as  quick,  precise  steering.; 

llie  MXlOO  is  a  unique, 
intemiediate-size  bike  (right  in 
between  mini  and  full-size)( 
that's  not  only  ideal  for 
y()ungstei"s  but  for  anyoir 
just  getting  started  in 
off-road  riding. 


Responsive,  long-tram 
leading-axle  front  for\ 


'  'Ilie  seat  heiglit  is  extra-low 
^stable,  confident  handlini^. 
■1-sized,  oil-damjDened  rear 
)cks  and  long-travel  front 
xs  assure  comfortable  CRiising 
xind  the  campgi'ound  and 
c3onsive  control  on  iill  kinds 
[Xi'ound. 

:  Both  bikes  are  {lowered  by 
^ed,  race-i)n)ven  Yamaha 
-•-stroke  singles.  Reed  Valve 


Torque  Induction  insures  plenty 
of  pulling  power  at  the  low  end 
and  throughout  the  broad 
])( )werlDand . The  easy-shifting 
transmissions  are  geared  for 
efficiencv'  and  versatilit>: 

llie  center  mount  exhaust 
pipes  are  routed  up  and  through 
the  lightweight  motoa'oss-type 
frames  for  maximum  ground 
clearance. 


And  our  patented  Autolube 
System  automatic^dly  mixes 
your  gas  and  oil  so  you  can  con- 
centrate on  having  fun. 

The  new  MXlOO  and 
MX175. 

It's  not  often  you  find  motor- 
cycles that  are  worth  so  much 
more. 

And  cost  so  much  less. 

YAMAHA 

Whef  iyoH  know  how  they're  built 


^■way-adjustable  rear  shocks. 


I  An  open  class 
mduro  bike  from 
lian-Am  has  been  ru- 
>:ored  since  the  intro- 
uction  of  ihe  Can- 
nm  370  motocrosser 
zst  year.  Well,  it's 
ere.  Unlike  Quali- 
itrsof  the  past,  it  uses 
3e  same  frame  as  the 
□otocrosser  and  also  shares  many'Tlther 
urts. 

^Wheels,  conical  hubs,  spokes,  brakes 
Jd  tires  are  the  same  as  the  Can-Am 
otocrosser  uses.  They  are  good  parts  and 
lon'l  need  modification  or  replacement. 
I  less  a  different  brand  tire  is  preferred. 
>ie  rear  brake  is  rod  actuated  and  has  a 
I  l-fioaling  backing  plate. 
Bts  engine  is  also  the  same  as  the  moto- 
iossers  with  the  exception  of  transmission 
liios.  First  and  second  are  slightly  lower 
3gher  numerically),  to  better  match  en- 
iTo  use.  The  semi-wide  five-speed  trans- 
ission  features  large  beefy  gears  and 


shafts.  Engagement  dogs  are  large  and 
under-cut  to  ensure  against  popping  out  of 
gear  and  missed  shifts.  Engine  cases  are 
cast  from  magnesium  and  a  case  reed  is 
employed.  The  reed  cage  bolts  to  the  un- 
derside of  the  cylinder  and  connects  to  the 
intake  tract,  much  like  the  system  used  on 
Suzuki  RMs.  but  with  a  four  petal  plastic 
reed.  A  ca.se  reed  allows  the  u,se  of  a  .solid 
skirt  piston.  No  need  to  port  the  rear  piston 
skirt  as  the  fuel  dumps  directly  into  the 
crankcase  when  a  case  reed  is  used,  so 
piston  life  and  strength  are  increased.  A 
large  rod  connects  the  piston  to  a  crankpin 
on  big  flywheels  that  rotate  on  huge  main 
bearings  and  appear  indestructible.  These 
giant  bearings  are  the  main  reason  for  the 
ca.se  reed  system  instead  of  the  rotary  valve 
like  Ihe  250s  use.  There  simply  wasn't 
room  for  a  rotary  set-up  with  such  large 
main  bearings. 

Cylinder  porting  and  piston  skirt  length 
are  the  same  on  the  Qualifier  and  the  MX 
engine.  Cylinder  finning  is  generous  and 
the  fins  have  sections  of  rubber  hose 
jammed  between  them,  to  deaden  fin  ring 
and  two-stroke  clatter.  Bore  and  stroke 
measure  84  x  66nim.  totaling  366cc.  The 
big  bore  is  fed  via  a  36mm  center  float 
Bing  carburetor  and  ignition  is  a  Bosch 
CDl  with  a  heavy  flywheel  to  slow  revs  and 
make  chugging  along  precarious  trails 
easier 

The  "79  Qualifier  frame  has  a  large 
backbone,  originally  designed  as  an  oil 
reservoir  back  when  Can-Am  used  oil  in- 
jection. The  oil  injection  di.sappeared  long 
ago  but  the  oversized  backbone  remains. 
Double  front  downtubes  leave  the  large 


ti 


sleermg  head,  loop  under  the  engine  cases, 
turn  upward  and  terminate  at  the  rear  of 
the  backbone.  Smaller  tubes  start  in  the 
middle  of  the  backbone  and  head  down 
and  back,  ending  just  above  the  swing  arm 
pivot.  The  seat  rail  tubing  starts  at  the  rear 
of  the  backbone,  goes  to  about  the  center 
of  the  rear  fender  where  another  tube 
curves  over  the  fender  and  ties  the  two 
together.  The  seat  rails  are  strongly  braced 
with  yet  another  tube  that  starts  at  the 
swing  arm  pivot,  heads  up  and  back, 
curves  to  form  a  mounting  point  for  the 
shock,  then  parallels  the  seat  rails  for 
about  a  foot  before  ending.  All  tubing  is 
chrome-moly  steel  and  triangulation  in  the 
critical  area  under  the  seat  is  almost  over- 
kill. A  curved  swing  arm  is  employed  and 
also  fabricated  from  chrome-moly  steel. 

Suspension  on  the  Qualifier  is  the  same 
as  that  used  on  the  1978  MX-4,  non  re- 
buildable  gas  Girlings  at  the  rear,  magne- 
sium leading-axle  Marzocchi  forks  with 
38mm  stanchion  tubes  at  the  front.  Wheel 
travel  is  10  in.  at  both  ends  and  more  than 
enough  for  all  but  the  open  desert  type 
enduro.  Woods  riders,  especially  shorter 
ones,  may  prefer  less  travel  .so  touching  the 
ground  is  easier.  Hard  to  please  the  sus- 
pension demands  of  both  woods  and  des- 
ert riders  with  one  model  but  10  in.  is  a 
good  compromi.se. 

Plastic  parts  on  the  Qualifier  are  first 
class;  a  Petty  MX  front  fender,  Can-Am 
rear  fender,  side  plates  and  3  gal.  tank.  The 
plastic  is  thick,  pliable  and  as  break-proof 
as  it  is  possible  to  make.  The  tank  is  nicely 
shaped  and  has  a  large  filler  neck.  The 
headlight/number  plate  unit  on  our  pre- 
production  bike  was  made  from  fiberglass 
but  actual  production  parts  will  be  plastic. 

A  plastic  airbox  with  a  still  air  chamber 
is  used  on  the  Qualifier.  The  still  air  cham- 
ber is  directly  behind  the  carburetor,  and  a 
foam  covered  K&N  air  filter  lives  in  a> 
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?/  tank  holds  3  gal.  of  premix,  is  made  from  unbreakable  plastic  Silencer  is  securely  mounted,  contains  a  spark  arrester  and  is 
d  has  a  large  filler  extremely  quiet. 


igine  has  magnesium  cases,  large  cooling  fins  and  is  painted 

ange. 


Seat  is  thick  but  needs  to  be  a  little  wider  for  maximum  comfort. 


larate  box  above  the  air  chamber.  Air  is 
iwn  into  the  top  of  the  upper  box. 
oiigh  an  oiled  foam  sleeve,  then  the 
ed  cloth  filter,  and  into  the  still  airbox 
fore  it  gets  to  the  carburetor. 
The  saddle  on  the  big  Can-Am  enduro  is 
ik.  has  a  quality  cover  and  excellent 
m.  but  is  a  little  narrow  for  extra  long 
An  inch  more  width  for  comfort  and 
iiore  rounded  shape  would  make  it 
riy  perfect. 

^a^d  levers  and  throttle  are  top  notch 
uuni  items.  They  clamp  to  chrome- 
Iv  bars  that  feature  a  bent  cross-brace, 
ling  strength  without  protruding. 
^  -lapanese-made  speedometer  is  fur- 
led. It  has  a  large  easy-to-read  dial  and 
;,scttable  in  tenths,  but  doesn't  have  an 
ant  reset  to  zero  like  Yamaha's  IT.  Not  a 
lo.ss  but  one  that  is  missed  when  neces- 
to  zero  and  the  odometer  reads  56 

larting  is  almost  always  first  kick.  The 


kick  lever  is  mounted  on  the  left  side  and 
may  feel  odd  if  the  user  hasn't  had  a  bike 
with  a  left  side  kick  before,  but  most 
people  adapt  quickly.  Like  any  big  engine, 
first  kick  starts  demand  a  healthy  kick.  The 
engine  warms  up  quickly  and  vibration  is 
almost  non-existent.  Don't  worry  about 
offending  your  neighbors  or  nearby  camp- 
ers, the  noise  emitted  from  the  Qualifier  is 
the  least  offensive  we  have  experienced  on 
an  off-road  bike.  The  Qualifier  exhaust 
system  diflfers  from  the  MX.  It  has  a  dou- 
ble walled  pipe  and  an  even  quieter  spark 
arrester/silencer.  The  silencer  looks  like  a 
bazooka  but  emits  a  registered  84dB(A)  on 
a  sound  meter.  83dB(  A)  is  what  the  state  of 
California  currently  requires  to  be  street 
legal.  When  trailing  with  several  other 
enduro  bikes  we  had  difficulty  hearing  the 
exhaust  and  thought  the  engine  had  died 
or  run  out  of  gas.  Even  the  crabbiest 
neighbor  shouldn't  complain  about  the 
Qualifier  being  started.  > 


Rear  wheel  has  conical  hub,  full-floating 
brake  and  snail  type  axle  adjusters.  Shocks 
are  gas  charged  Girlings. 


photos  by  Ron  Griewe 
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All  of  the  370's  controls  are  properly 
placed;  the  peg/seat/bar  relationship  is 
right,  and  the  shift  lever  and  brake  pedal 
are  the  right  distance  from  the  sawtooth 
top  footpegs.  Magura  dog  leg  levers  and 
throttle  work  flawlessly  and  spell  quality. 
The  tank  is  nicely  shaped  and  doesn't  rub 
the  inside  of  the  rider's  legs  and  the  high 
pipe  doesn't  bum  them. 

Wide  ratio  enduro  transmissions  draw 
mixed  reactions  from  our  staff.  The  woods 
riders  love  them,  the  open  desert  types 
hate  them.  Everyone  liked  the  Qualifier's 
transmission  ratios.  First  is  low  enough  to 
crawl  around  on  slippery  hillsides  without 
slipping  the  clutch  yet  high  enough  to  be 
useful  in  other  situations.  Second  is  also 
perfectly  spaced.  Most  wide  ratio  trans- 
missions are  wide  enough  to  cause  a  no- 
ticeable bog  in  power  when  shifted  be- 
tween the  lower  three  gears.  Not  so  with 
the  370  Qualifier.  It  stays  in  the  powerband 
all  the  time,  between  any  gear  and  at 
virtually  any  engine  rpm.  Internal  gearing 
and  engine  power  are  perfectly  matched. 
The  370  Qualifier  is  the  only  enduro  bike 
we  can  remember  testing  that  didn't  have 
compromise  transmission  ratios.  Shifting 
is  smooth  and  positive  but  everyone  who 
rode  the  machine  kicked  the  transmission 
out  of  gear  at  least  once  when  on  rough 
ground.  No  one  could  pinpoint  the  prob- 
lem; the  shift  lever  seemed  high  enough 
and  wasn't  fouling  on  the  cases.  We  bent 
the  end  of  the  lever  back  when  someone 
kissed  a  rock  with  it  but  the  problem 
existed  long  before  that  happened.  It  may 
have  been  a  fluke  as  our  previous  370 
motocrosser  didn't  have  the  problem. 

Handling  is  quick  and  the  machine  pro- 
jects an  agile,  light  feel.  It  seems  much 
lighter  than  its  258  lb.  (with  half  a  tank  of 
fuel)  would  suggest. 

The  rear  brake  is  a  little  touchy  and  the 
wheel  chatters  on  rough  downhill  bumps 
when  the  brake  is  used  hard.  This 
shouldn't  happen  with  a  full-floating 
backing  plate  like  the  Qualifier  has  unless 
the  shocks  are  poor.  They  are. 

Girling  shocks  haven't  kept  pace  with 
the  rapid  progress  in  suspension  during  the 
past  few  years.  The  gas-charged  models  on 
the  Can-Am  are  harsh  on  small  bumps  and 
bottom  hard  on  large  ones.  Compared  to 
brands  like  Works  Performance.  Ohlin  and 
some  of  the  Kayaba  models,  the  Girlings 
are  inferior. 

The  Marzocchi  forks  on  the  Can-Am 
are  like  the  large-tube  Marzocchis  we've 
tried  on  other  brands  recently;  they  are  a 
bit  harsh  on  small  bumps  and  tend  to  lock 
when  crossing  square  edges  and  rain  ruts. 
Drilling  the  compression  damping  hole 
one  size  larger,  or  sending  the  damper  rods 
off  to  Works  Performance  or  any  other 
good  shop  for  rework,  will  cure  this  and  the 
Marzocchis  will  equal  Maico  forks.  Why 
the  makers  don't  do  this,  we  don't  know. 
Lord  knows  we've  told  them  often  enough. 

Riding  a  370  Qualifier  is  much  like 
riding  a  1978  390  Husqvarna  OR  that  has 
had  the  swing  arm  shortened  an  inch  or  so.> 


A  four-petal  case  feed  reed  cage  is  employed  on  the  Can-Am  370  engine.  Main  bearin\ 
transmission  gears  and  shafts  are  huge. 


Ports  are  giant  and  abundant.  Large  cylinder  fins  should  cool  well  on  hot  days. 


Headlight/ number  plate  unit  is  plastic.  Bars  have  a  bent  cross-brace  for  strength  m 
protrusion. 
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At  Michelin 
we  put  you 

first  with  tires 
that  last. 


All  across  America  people  are 
discovering  that  motorcycle  tires 
are  just  one  more  way  we  put 

them  first.  ^^AAM\U\fW)n  0 

You  see,  we've  earned  ^tmn  \\l\(\fftf^ 

our  proud  reputation  the  hard  ^^KtmiljlMaM  I  l  U}) 

way.  By  refusing  to  compromise;  ^^^Kg^n^wi  '  illli 

by  making  only  the  best  tires  we  ^^IHr^n^  - 

Like  our  M-45  tire  for  ^^Smi^^^vtl'Hi'j'r 

H  &  V  series,  highly  acknowledged  '^KK'^^il/ 
through  independent  testing.with  a  wJIbI^'^ 
special  tread  design  for  sure  road-grip  ^'SBb*  ' 

and  traction  in  all  angles.  That  makes  ^HbV  ^ 

it  a  super  tire  for  those  new  super  bikes.  4h 
And  the  sculptured  rib  tread  in  our  L-27  ^HNMH 
Is  ideal  for  front  end  stability.  Available  ^^^^^ 
in  H-series. 

And  our  M-38  line.  With  a  specially 
designed,  heavy-siped  tread  surface  that 
sheds  water  fast  for  quick  stops  and  starts 
in  wet  weather;  and  with  a  center  groove 
tread  for  responsive  directional  stability  and 
easy  handling. 

And  like  Michelin's  new  M-48,  the  performance  rated 
tire  designed  to  answer  the  needs  of  the  "big-bike"  rider. 

Ask  your  dealer  about  top  quality  Michelin  AIRSTOP 
tubes  too.  You  can  count  on  each  Michelin  tire  ortube  you  buy 
to  be  the  best  we  know  how  to  make.  Because  at  Michelin,  the 
only  thing  more  important  than  our  tires  are  the  people  who 
ride  on  them. 


;t./  . 
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We  put  you  first. 


OAN-AM 370  QUALIFIER 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $1895 

Fork  travel   10.0  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter  38mm 

Rear  wheel  travel  10.0  in. 
Tire,  front  .  3.00-21  Dunlop 
Tire,  rear  ...5.00-18  Dunlop 
Engine  ...  two-stroke  Single 

Bore  X  stroke  84  x  66  mm 

Piston 

displacement  .  .366cc 
Compression  ratio  ...12.5:1 

Claimed  power  38  bhp 

Claimed  torque  na 

Carburetion  36mm  Bing 

Ignition  Bosch  GDI 

Lubrication  system  . premix 
Primary 

drive  ...  straight-cut  gear 
Gear  ratios,  overalhl 

5th  7.97 

4th  9.56 

3rd  12.12 

2nd   16.25 

1st  25.42 

Oil  capacity  2.2  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  3.0  gal. 

Fuel  tank  material  ..  . plastic 
Swing  arm 

material  chrome-moly 

steel 

Starter  kick 

Air  filtration   oiled 

cloth  and  foam 
Frame  material  chrome- 
moly  steel 

DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase  56.5  in. 


Seat  height   36.6  in. 

Seat  width  6.0  in. 

Seat  length   23.0  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering  stem 

center  14.0  in. 

Handlebar  width  .  .  .  33.5  in. 

Footpeg  height   14.2  in. 

Footpeg  to  seat  top  21 .5  in. 
Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center   5.5  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.0  in. 

Swing  arm  length   21.3  in. 


Swing  arm  pivot 

to  drive  sprocket 

center  3.0  in. 

Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size  1.9  in. 

Ground  clearance. ...10.5  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  29.5° 

Test  weight  258  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent  46/54 

FEATURES 
Forks  adjustable 

with  air?  no 


Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable  no 
Rear  shocks 

rebuildable?  nc 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?  yes 

Does  owners  manual  show 

how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?   nc 

Does  pipe  burn  rider?  nc 
Brake  pedal  height 

adjustable?  nc 


Clutch  is  the  same  size  as  the  one  used  on 
Can-Am  250s  but  has  more  plates.  Primary 
drive  is  by  straight-cut  gear 
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The  engine  is  smooth  and  responsive  ; 
rapid  acceleration  keeps  the  front  whee 
the  air.  whether  the  operator  wants  it  l\ 
or  not.  This  over-light  front  end  becom 
nuisance  when  trying  to  climb  a  sn; 
rain  rutted  hill,  if  a  rider  has  trouble  c 
steep  hill  and  gets  stopped,  forget  at 
trying  to  climb  higher,  the  light  front 
won't  allow  it.  It  will  loop  before  you 
get  moving  again.  The  only  choice 
rider  has  is  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  the 
and  start  over. 

The  370  can  be  ridden  very  fast 
firebreak  roads  and  open  terrain.  OflT-c 
ber  turns  can  be  blasted  through  as  if, 
were  flat  ground  and  smooth  TT-| 
turns  are  a  full-lock  treat.  The  rear  w 
slides  out  in  a  smooth,  predictable  ma: 
and  won't  spook  the  operator  by  sa' 
through  smooth  high  speed  corners. 

As  a  first  year  open  enduro  bike. 
Qualifier  isn't  bad.  With  modern  shoe 
fork  modification  and  a  1  in.  longer  s 
arm  from  a  Can- Am  MX-5  motocrc 
(to  help  keep  the  front  wheel  down 
Qualifier  would  be  hard  to  beat. 


Coi^,  ^  dterial 


3eing  innovative 

being  Number 

usuallv  don't  go 
U-in-hand.  We  all 
Mv  Hertz  doesn't 
liarderand  Chevy's 

Itlty  turns  lo  Cor-  _   

■  and  Vegas  while  M^^Q^^^^ 

comes  out  with 
Hangs.  And  then, 

lourse.  there's  Honda.  Even  after  com 


HONDA 


Honda 's  Sporting 
Middleweight  Begins 

lout  w  ith  the  revolutionary  750  Four  10    3  70,  000  Mile  WOPkOUt 


s  by  Steve  Kimball 
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Seat  profile  on  the  Honda  500  tias  its  own  V.  Despite  large  size,  the  seat  is  not  particularly 
comfortable  for  long  rides. 


Shaft  drive  CX  offers  little  of  the  rear  end  lift 
and  torque  reaction  common  to  shaft  drive 
bikes  with  longitudinal  cranks. 


Spring  rates  are  light,  making  for  a  soft  ride, 
but  the  front  forks  bottom  easily  during  brak- 
ing. 


Choke  and  fusebox  are  both  located  at  the  base  of  the  handlebars. 


years  ago,  Honda  is  accused  of  selling 
Universal  Japanese  Motorcycles,  a  term  so 
passd  it  is  spoken  of  as  nostalgia.  Whatever 
Honda  produces  will  become  ordinary 
simply  because  of  its  own  success. 

Except  for  the  CX500. 

It's  been  called  a  lot  of  things,  but  it 


hasn't  been  called  ordinary,  which  is  ex- 
actly what  Honda  intended.  When  Honda 
introduced  the  80°  V-Twin.  liquid-cooled, 
shaft  drive,  500cc  motorcycle,  the  en- 
gineers explained  that  Honda  wanted  to 
produce  something  different. 

It  certainly  is  different.  The  only  other 


motorcycle  resembling  the  CX500  is  th 
Moto  Guzzi  and  even  that  isn't  as  differei 
as  the  Honda.  Stressed  engine  frami 
heads  canted  22°  so  the  35mm  Keihin  C 
carbs  can  tuck  in  under  the  gas  tanl 
counter-rotating  clutch  to  balance  engin 
torque,  pushrod-operated  four-val\ 
heads,  10:1  compression  ratio  running  o 
regular  gas,  a  nacelle  for  gauges  that  lool 
20  years  after  its  time— the  CX  almost  tri< 
too  hard  to  be  different. 
But  it  works. 

The  80°  V-Twin  is  as  smooth  as  an 
Twin  going  and  more  powerful  than  an 
other  500cc  bike  available.  It  gets  excellei 
gas  mileage,  is  tractable,  and  can  probab! 
fill  in  as  an  air  compressor  if  looks  coui 
for  anything.  For  being  as  complex  a  di 
sign  as  it  is,  it  is  amazingly  easy  to  servic 
Two  bolts  hold  the  rocker  arm  covers  oni 
the  heads.  The  clutch  is  readily  accessib 
at  the  front  of  the  engine.  A  CDI  ignitic 
eliminates  points  maintenance.  Changir 
spark  plugs  couldn't  be  easier.  And  whe 
major  work  is  required,  the  whole  engine 
transmission  package  can  be  remove 
from  the  motorcycle  in  half  an  hour. 

Motorcycle  engine  designs  are  alwa; 
compromises,  trading  off  one  feature  for 
more  valued  feature.  For  the  impressi' 
performance  of  the  CX500,  the  penalty 
weight  and  complexity.  Weight  with  half 
tank  of  fuel  is  473  lb.,  a  pound  lighter  th£ 
Honda's  own  650.  48  lb.  heavier  than 
Triumph  750,  90  lb.  heavier  than  a  Yamal 
SR500  and  about  100  lb.  heavier  than 
Moto  Guzzi  500.  another  500cc  V-Tw 
with  shaft  drive.  Complexity  is  more  dif 
cult  to  measure.  There's  the  radiator  ai 
water  pump  and  thermostat  and  plumbii 
and  fan  mounted  on  the  end  of  t 
camshaft.  There's  shaft  drive  with  atten 
ing  complexities. 

For  the  complexity  and  weight,  thouj 
the  CX500  suffers  little.  Complexity  mea 
difficult  to  service  and  unreliable.  Weij 
means  slow  and  hard  to  handle.  None 
this  bothers  the  CX.  It's  not  slow  and 
doesn't  feel  heavy. 

What  about  ease  of  service  and  deper 
ability?  Glad  you  asked.  The  CX500  y 
see  here  is  our  new  long-term  sport  bi 
We  intend  to  keep  it  and  ride  it  for  10,C 
mi.,  an  average  year's  mileage,  and  see  h 
it  works.  That  also  gives  us  the  opportun 
to  check  out  a  variety  of  accessories  for  i 
CX. 

One  point  worth  noting  here.  The  fi 
CX500s  were  subject  to  a  recall  fr< 
American  Honda.  Seems  the  cam  chi 
tensioner  is  held  in  with  a  bolt  which  coi 
come  loose.  The  recalled  motorcycles  i 
a  new  bolt  installed  and  a  reinforc 
bracket  added  to  the  slipper-like  lensioi 
Our  bike,  a  1979  model,  came  from 
factory  with  a  fix.  We  have  received  leti 
from  a  few  CX500  owners  who  have 
ported  problems  with  the  cam  chain  2 
difficulty  in  getting  the  problem  fixed, 
though  running  our  bike  for  10.000 
won't  prove  all  the  new  Hondas  are  cu 
of  problems,  it  will  prove  whether 
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)lom  sample  is  afflicted. 
I'iien  the  CX  was  first  introduced,  there 
vn'l  any  accessories  available  for  it. 
iiuse  there  are  no  frame  downtubes. 
>ie-mount  fairings  couldn't  be  readily 
loled.  The  wide  seat  extended  so  far 
I  the  end  of  the  frame,  there  wasn't  a 
ae  to  mount  a  rack  or  saddlebags.  The 
i  ing  around  the  instruments  and  signal 
?.$  interfered  with  mounting  a  conven- 
lal  handlebar  mount  fairing.  After  a 
1  months,  the  aftermarket  industry  fig- 
I  out  how  to  fasten  a  fairing  to  the 
»nc  under  the  gas  lank  and  how  to  wrap 
lllcbag  and  rack  mounts  under  the  seat. 
>  only  problem  we've  experienced  get- 
i  accessories  for  the  new  model  is  that 
ffront  signal  lights  were  moved  slightly 
11979.  making  some  existing  fairings 
impatible. 

nne  accessory  already  ordered  is  a  set  of 
raps  for  the  forks.  The  spring  rate  on 
t  forks  is  so  low  that  the  forks  bottom 


easily,  particularly  during  braking.  With 
the  front  forks  completely  collapsed,  pave- 
ment irregularities  come  through  the  forks 
and  make  control  during  hard  braking 
diflicult. 

The  shocks  are  nearly  as  soft,  but  thev 
work  better.  Honda  calls  the  Showa  model 
on  the  CX  a  FVQ  shock,  which,  when 
translated  means  it's  a  two-stage  shock. 
For  solo  riding  the  springs  and  shocks 
provide  a  plush  ride.  With  a  passenger  the 
shocks  are  short  on  damping  and  the 
springs  just  too  soft.  The  combination  of 
.soft  fork  springs  and  shock  springs  makes 
for  one  of  the  best  riding  Japanese  motor- 
cycles available,  certainly  Honda's  best 
riding  motorcycle.  Usually  the  combina- 
tion of  soft  suspension  and  relatively  heavy 
weight  make  for  a  poor  handling  motor- 
cycle. Not  .so  for  the  Honda. 

Once  moving,  the  CX  feels  lithe  and 
corners  easily,  with  little  effort  and  good 
precision.  The  gas  lank,  more  than  any 


other  part  of  the  motorcycle,  gives  the 
impressit)n  of  bulk  because  of  the  bulbous 
shape.  That  big  tank  makes  the  Honda  feel 
large,  even  though  it  doesn't  handle  large. 
A  strange  sensation.  At  low  speeds,  park- 
ing lot  speeds,  the  CX  doesn't  balance  as 
well  as  some  other  motorcycles  and  the 
relatively  great  weight  is  felt.  But  on  the 
open  road  the  handling  and  ride  combina- 
tion is  impressive.  Very  impressive.  It's  a 
mid-size  bike  that  doesn't  ride  like  a  pud- 
dle jumper  and  doesn't  handle  like  a  pig. 
.As  nice  a  compromise  as  we've  ever  seen. 

Riding  the  CX  is  differenl  from  riding 
any  other  motorcycle.  Not  necessarily  bet- 
ter or  worse,  just  different.  Most  of  the 
difference  is  attributable  to  the  engine, 
which  is  understandable  as  the  motor  is 
the  essence  of  a  motorcycle.  The  500 
makes  a  sound  like  a  big-block  V-8.  Rev- 
ving the  motor,  the  same  gurgle  as  a  rat 
motor  comes  from  the  diminutive  V-Tw  in. 
The  sound  doesn't  come  across  to  spccta-> 
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Frame  members  are  a  combination  of  steet  tube  and  stamped  steel.  Overall  serviceability  of 
the  V-Twin  engine  is  very  good. 


Honda  CX500  radiator  mounts  to  engine,  but 
makes  fairing  installation  more  difficult. 


Plastic  nacelle  tiouses  instruments,  head- 
light, horn  and  signal  light  stalks,  but  inter- 
feres with  some  fairing  installations. 


tors,  the  Honda  is  too  quiet  for  that.  ^ 
just  there  for  the  rider  to  listen  to  and  enj 
during  the  stoplight  Grand  Prix. 

Riders  used  to  larger  machines  or  sin 
lar  sized  cycles  with  lots  of  low-end  gru) 
like  the  Yamaha  thumper  or  Triumph  c 
at  first  put  off  by  the  lack  of  low-end  pow 
The  Honda  runs  well  enough  at  low  engi 
speeds,  there  just  isn't  much  power  beU 
3500  rpm.  Keeping  up  with  traffic  mea 
running  the  Honda  in  2nd  and  3rd,  kee 
ing  the  engine  spinning.  Above  6000  rp 
the  motor  picks  up  a  full  head  of  stet 
and  performance  is  impressive.  Even  c 
test  rider  who  prefers  to  keep  revs  down 
test  bikes  found  himself  regularly  hitti 
the  10.000  rpm  redline.  The  engine  invi 
high  revs  and  takes  abuse  in  stride. 

As  pleasant  as  the  suspension  and  c 
gine  are.  the  brakes  seem  particularly  l 
pleasant.  Like  all  of  the  1979  Hone 
tested  this  year,  there  has  been  a  pu 
during  braking  coming  through  the  bra 
lever.  The  pulse  isn't  noticeable  under  £ 
out  braking,  only  under  normal  use.  Stc 
ping  distances  are  good,  particularly  the 
mph  stop,  but  control  proved  difficult;  t 
front  wheel  locking  during  several  stop. 

Other  mechanical  bits  and  pieces  : 
uniformly  excellent.  The  clutch  is  lig 
takes  hold  gradually-so  gradually  as 
feel  as  though  it's  slipping— and  has  h< 
up  well  during  drag  strip  use  so  far.  Shi 
ing  is  pleasantly  light.  The  lever,  sticki 
sideways  out  from  the  engine  case,  mo' 
with  a  short,  gentle  touch  of  the  fo 
Switches  on  the  CX  are  convenient,  easy 
use.  and  well  thought  out.  The  interic 
doesn't  prevent  the  engine  from  bei 
started  with  the  clutch  out  when  the  tra 
mission  is  in  neutral,  though  if  the  tra 
mission  is  in  gear  the  clutch  must 
pulled.  Throttle  springs  are  light.  The  h; 
dlebars  are  normal  enough  but  didn't  di 
any  comment  during  testing,  either  gc 
or  bad.  Same  for  the  pegs. 

A  couple  of  inconveniences  are  the 
cap.  which  is  held  at  the  end  of  a  sl- 
chain  and  messes  up  the  gas  tank  dui 
fillups.  and  a  helmet  lock  which  hole 
link  which  holds  the  seat  which  se< 
overdone.  The  seat,  by  the  way,  isn't  pai 
ularly  comfortable,  though  it  is  large, ' 
shape  just  isn't  right  for  anyone  and 
padding  doesn't  help. 

Instruments  and  idiot  lights  are  non 
enough,  but  the  nacelle  which  houses 
instruments  and  lights  strikes  most  of  u 
unnecessary  on  a  motorcycle.  Overall  $ 
ing  of  the  CX500  was  considered  ugh 
most  of  the  riders;  however,  a  numbe 
non-motorcyclists  who  saw  the  bike  c 
mented  on  how  attractive  it  was.  Intel 
ing. 

Honda's  most  important,  and  ultima 
most  successful,  motorcycles  have  alv 
been  different  from  the  norm.  The 
ferences  of  the  CX  won't  find  fa\  orwit! 
motorcyclists,  but  because  the  per 
mance  by  all  standards  is  above  repro 
the  Honda  CX500  will  succeed.  Des 
the  styling. 
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iterial 


HONDA  CXSOO 


ECIFICATIONS 

:  price  $2398 

jine  ohv  V-Twin 

e  X  stroke    .78  x  52mm 

placement  496cc 

npression  ratio  ...10.0:1 

buretion   (2)  35mm 

Keihin  CV 
filtration  treated  paper 

ition  GDI 

imed  power  48  bhp 

@  9000  rpm 

imed  torque   30.7  ft. 

lb.  @  7000  rpm 

>rication 

ystem   wet  sump 

capacity  6.4  pt. 

il  capacity  4.5  gal. 

:ommended 

jel   low-lead,  regular 

rter  electric 

jrnator   12v170w 

Jdlight  50/40W 

tch  multi-disc,  wet 

nary 

rive    .  straight-cut  gear 

al  drive  shaft, 

bevel  gear 
ir  ratios,  overalLI 

th  6.96 

th  8.59 

rd  10.59 

nd   13.84 

St  20.44 

ipension, 

ont  telescopic  fork 

avel  5.5  in. 

ipension, 

jar   swing  arm 

avel  3.3  in. 

I,  front   3.25S-19 

Iridgestone  Mag-Mopus 

1,  rear  3.75S-18 

ridgestone  Super  Speed 
ke,  front  ...10.8  in.  disc 

ke,  rear  6.3  in.  drum 

al  brake  swept 

rea  124  sq.  in. 

ke  loading  (160-lb. 

der)  5.1  Ib./sq.in. 

selbase  57.3  in. 

( rake  angle  26.5° 

 3.9  in. 

diebar  width  31  in. 

t  height   32.2  in. 

t  width  10.5  in. 

[peg  height   12.8  in. 

jnd  clearance  ...  6.2  in. 
weight  (w/half- 

nk  fuel)  473  lb. 

)ht  bias,  front/ rear, 

srcent  45.4/54.6 

ss  vehicle  weight 

ting  805  lb. 

j  capacity  332  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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10 


15 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  5505  rpm 

Power/ weight  ratio  (160-lb. 

rider)   13.2  lb. /bhp 

Fuel 

consumption. ...51 .8  mpg 

Speedometer  error: 
30  mph 
indicated  27.8  mph 

60  mph 
indicated  56.3  mph 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   .  28  ft. 

from  60  mph   145  ft. 

Standing  start 

y4-mile  13.99 

sec.  @  93.36  mph 
Speed  after 

'/2  mile   103  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   36  mph 

2nd  53  mph 

3rd   69  mph 

4th  86  mph 

5th   106  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30  2.21  sec. 

0-40  3.18  sec. 

0-50  4.72  sec. 

0-60  6.13  sec. 

0-70  8.06  sec. 

0-80  9.95  sec. 

0-90  13.04  sec. 

0-100  17.72  sec. 


60"  — 


48' — 


36" 


24"  — 


12" 


48" 


96" 


MAY  1979/55 


Jhaxget. 


J. 


When  it  comes  to 
all-around  perionnance, 
nobody  out-pertonns  Suzuki. 
Case  in  point:  The  GS-IOOOE. 

Very  Glulck.  Mighty 
4-stxoke  DOHC  mill  deliv^^^ 
smooth,  steady  power  ipl^ 
tor  long  trips.  And  super 
iRceleiotion  tor  passing 
Four  Mikuni  VM26  corbs  keep 
the  beast  ted  properly 
Roller  bearing  crankshaft 
provides  high-RPM 
performance. 

And  Very  Nimble.  No  bike 
in  its  class  can  match  its  easy- 
handling  suspension  system 
Chalk  that  up  to  air  forks 
up  front.  And  five  load  settings 
plus  4-way  damping  adjust- 
ments in  back. 

Double  Discs.  With  double 
disc  brakes  up  front  and  a  big 
disc  in  back,  there's  only  one 
word  to  describe  its  stopping 
power:  Precise. 

Beouty  and  Brawn.  The  big 
'E'  comes  with  such  fancy  stuff 
as  a  plush  dual-passenger 
saddle,  Halogen  headlight, 
electric  starting,  self- 
cancelling  turn  signals  and 
stylish  mag-type  wheels. 
Beautiful  thing  is,  it's  also  tougl 
all  over.  Fender  to  fender,  it's 
put  together  to  stay  exactly 
that  way.  Together. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-IOOOE  is  one  of  the  world's 
great  performers.  - 


zuki.The  performer. 


iely:  wear  a  helmet,  eye  protection  and  appropriate  riding  apparel.  Member  Motorcycle  Scrfety  Foundation^ 


KAWASAKI  KX2SO 


A  Serious  Motocrosser  For  All  Rider  Levels 


ilawasaki  got  se- 
us  last  year  with 
introduction  of" 
:  250  and  125  KX 
)locros.sers.  They 
3e  promoted  as 
iks  bikes  and  had 
j.et  retail  price.  Ka- 
i;aki  hoped  the 
Hers  would  spon- 
III  local  motocrosser 
msor  one.  The  '78 
iiiling.  Many  parts 
nrt  to  offer  as  light  ;i 


or  at  least  partiailv 
KX  had  some  tine 
were  drilled  in  an 
I  machine  as  po.ssi- 


ble.  Like  any  new  model  the  KX  had  a  lew 
imperlections.  It  had  a  long  skinny  tank 
instead  ofa  short,  tall  one  like  its  competi- 
tors, but  its  biggest  Haw  was  lack  ol"  wheel 
travel.  The  Kawasaki  Works  Replica  only 
had  9  in.  of  wheel  travel  while  the  lull 
production  Honda  C  R25()R  otVered  aimi>st 
12  in. 

With  motocross  development  charging 
ahead  full  throttle,  it  becomes  more  and 
more  important  to  try  and  out  guess  what 
the  competition  is  going  to  produce.  Fig- 
ure in  one  year  or  so  from  tinali/ed  pro- 
totype to  production  machine,  and  the 


guessing  game  becomes  serious. 

For  1979  the  KX250  is  right.  Suspension 
travel  has  been  increased  b\  2  in.  and  now 
measures  1 1  in.  at  both  wheels.  1  he  stvling 
has  al.so  been  modernized  with  the  u.se  ofa 
short  fuel  tank  shaped  like  the  factorv 
racers.  The  green /black /gold  color  com- 
bination now  includes  green  grips,  fork 
boots  and  shock  springs. 

Almost  every  major  part  on  the  "79  KX 
has  been  redesigned  and  nn)st  measure- 
ments have  changed  drastically  as  a  result. 
Seat  height  has  increased  1.5  in.,  ground 
clearance  is  up  1.5  in.  (both  due  to  the> 


increased  suspension  tra\el).  fdotpegs  are  2 
in.  higher  (due  to  suspension  travel  and 
relocation),  the  swing  arm  has  been 
stretched  2  in.  and  uheelbase  is  1.5  in. 
longer.  (  The  uheclbasc  gre\K  only  1.5  in. 
because  of  a  decrease  in  rake  angle  and  a 
swing  arm  pivot  relocation  closer  to  the 
countershaft  sprocket.) 

These  changes  have  transformed  a  bike 


that  was  only  fair  into  one  that  is  almost 
perfect. 

The  "79  KX  250  has  a  single  downtube 
frame  much  like  last  year's  with  the  head 
angle  pulled  back  to  29°  from  30°.  It  is 
chrome-moly  steel,  giving  strength  and 
light  weight.  A  large  steering  head  con- 
tains tapered  roller  bearings.  Ihe  front 
downtube  is  large  in  diameter  and  heavily 


gusseied  to  the  backbone.  Additionalll 
smaller  tube  triangulates  this  critical  an. 
The  engine  is  cradled  by  two  small  pi  i 
that  start  at  the  bottom  of  the  from  dovy 
tube,  go  under  the  engine  cases  and  tH 
turn  up  and  forward,  ending  at  the  baii 
bone.  An  equal  size  tube  starts  behind 
swing  arm  pivot  bolt  and  goes  up  and  b;c 
to  the  seat  rails. 
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ne  KX  sw  ing  arm  is  a  work  of  art.  It  is 
3C  from  rectangular  aluminum  stock. 
)«onic  1)1"  the  nioM  bcaulitui  ucldinu  wc 
;  .seen,  pivots  in  caged  needle  bearings 
I  has  a  rubber  chain  protector  on  the 
s  side  to  protect  the  gold  anodi/ing. 
;  arm.  2  in.  longer  than  I97S  models. 
AS  a  mt)re  severe  shock  angle  and 
3er  shocks. 


Forks  on  the  KX  are  terrific.  Beefy 
.^8mm  stanchion  tubes  give  strength  and 
rigidity.  I  he  lower  legs  are  aluminum  \\  ith 
leading  axle  mounts  positioned  several 
inches  above  the  bottom,  providing  plent\ 
of  engagement  to  prevent  stickiness  and 
binding.  They  are  adjustable  \v  ith  air  pres- 
sure, oil  weight,  oil  volume  and  spring 
preload.  The  forks'  working  parts  are  well 


protected  with  rubber  boots  and  pads, 
lime  green  naturalh.  I  he  triple  clamps  are 
made  iVom  forged  aluminum  and  have 
double  pinch  bolts  and  rear-set  bar 
mounts. 

KV  B  gas/oil  shocks  with  progressively 
wound  springs  are  standard.  Shocks  have 
large  shafts  and  good  e\es  but  don't  oHer 
adjustable  damping  and  aren't  rebuildable. 


Aluminum  swing  arm  has  beautiful  welds  and  gold  anodizing. 
Chain  guide  is  made  from  aluminum. 


Airbox  is  good  and  contains  a  foam  filter.  Filter  is  removed  by 
pulling  a  single  wire  clip. 


f^tent  engine  has  an  Electrofusion  cylinder.  Boyensen  fiber  pet 
reeds  and  radial  finned  head.  Sealed  bearing  rollers  control  chai 
tension. 


Works-shaped  plastic  tank  holds  enough  fuel  for  40  minute  motos. 
Triple  clamps  have  double  pinch  bolts  and  bars  are  rear-set. 


Flexible  color  impregnated  plastic  is 
used  for  the  fenders,  FIM  side  number 
plates,  and  fuel  tank.  It  is  good  stuff  and 
replacement  won't  be  necessary. 

The  new  design  plastic  tank  is  shaped 
like  last  year's  Kawasaki  factory  moto- 
crossers— short  and  high  with  its  own  dis- 
tinctive shape.  Fuel  capacity  has  been 
increased  to  2.4  gal.  so  45  min.  motos  won't 
pose  a  problem.  This  shorter  tank  design 
lets  the  rider  slide  way  forward  in  slippery 
or  tight  corners  and  still  be  on  the  seat. 

Seat  shape  is  changed  slightly  and  the 
seat  has  been  moved  forward  on  the  frame. 
It  has  thick  foam,  just  the  right  density, 
and  is  covered  with  a  good  vinyl.  The  seat 
base  is  molded  from  nylon  that  is  light  and 
strong. 

Wheels  are  strong  and  pleasant  to  look 
at.  Rims  are  gold  anodized  D.I.D.s.  conical 
hubs  are  magnesium  and  light,  spokes  are 
large,  and  the  rear  backing  plate  pivots  in 
needle  bearings  as  does  the  static  arm. 
Tires  are  first  class:  Dunlop  KI90s.  which 
work  well  on  most  surfaces. 

Like  last  year,  most  bolts  have  dished 
heads  and  the  larger  ones  have  drilled 
shafts.  Even  the  brake  cams  have  drilled 
shafts  and  cams.  Attention  to  lightness 
shows  every  place  but  nothing  has  been 
lightened  to  the  point  of  being  weak,  just 
unecessary  bulk  removed. 

Care  has  been  taken  to  produce  a  light 
engine.  The  most  unusual  part  of  the 
design  is  the  Electrofusion  cylinder.  Cylin- 


der bores  undergo  a  coating  process 
whereby  high  carbon  steel  and  molyb- 
denum wires  are  exploded  by  high-voltage 
charges,  effectively  spraying  the  high-car- 
bon steel  and  molybdenum  on  the  cylinder 
walls.  Six  explosions  of  1.15mm  molyb- 
denum wire  using  16,000  volts  and  nine 
explosions  of  1.6mm  carbon-steel  wire 
using  13,000  volts  produce  a  porous  Elec- 
trofusion surface  approximately  0.070mm 
thick.  The  thin  coating  transmits  heat  very 
quickly,  enabling  smaller  piston-to-cylin- 
der clearances  becau.se  cylinder  expansion 
very  closely  follows  piston  expansion. 

Because  the  surface  is  somewhat  porous, 
it  holds  lubricating  oil  better  than 
chromed  bores.  Kawasaki  says  the  surface 
is  more  resistant  to  seizure  due  to  lean 
mixtures,  and,  if  seized,  develops  less  scuff- 
ing. The  Electrofusion  cylinder  is  several 
pounds  lighter  than  a  conventional  steel- 
sleeved  cylinder,  easier  and  cheaper  to 
produce  than  a  chromed  cylinder,  but  it 
can't  be  rebored. 

A  two-ring  piston  has  two  large  holes  in 
the  intake  skirt  so  premix  enters  the  lower 
end  as  soon  as  crank  pressure  drops.  Ya- 
maha used  a  twin  hole  piston  similar  to  the 
KX  design  for  several  years,  but  recently 
started  removing  most  of  the  intake  skirt, 
leaving  only  a  small  edge  of  the  intake  skirt 
tied  together  with  an  arch.  Both  have  ad- 
vantages and  disadvantages;  fuel  flow  is 
interupted  by  the  skirt  area  below  the  holes 
on  the  KX  design  but  piston  life  is  good. 


•4/CYCLE  WORLD 


776  is  heavily  gusseted  around  steering 
d. 


An  extra  cross  tube  and  flat  plate  have  been 
added  to  the  triangle  section  of  frame. 
Shock  mount  has  been  lovi/ered. 


Beautiful  forks  give  11.0  in.  of  travel.  Damp- 
ing is  perfect  and  they  are  well  protected 
with  green  colored  accordion  boots  and  leg 
covers.  Double  brake  cable  clamps  are 
used. 


t  is  thick  and  comfortable.  Side  number  plates  are  rear-set.  Rear  fender  is  longer  for  '79. 


e  pedal  is  aluminum,  pegs  and  kick  lever  are  nicely  ribbed. 


Fuel  flow  isn't  disturbed  with  the  YZ  de- 
sign but  piston  life  is  shortened.  The- 
oretically, the  arched  skirt  will  furnish  a 
slight  power  advantage,  but  Kawasaki  has 
chosen  the  design  that  gives  the  longest 
piston  life. 

An  intake  tract-mounted  reed  (with 
Boyensen  fiber  petals)  controls  fuel  flow 
from  the  huge  38mm  Mikuni  carburetor. 
Ignition  is  by  CDI.  Transmission  retains 
five  speeds,  but  low  and  second  have  new 
ratios,  both  taller.  Overall  ratio  for  1st  on 
the  78  KX  was  22.35:1.  the  '79  is  20.50:1. 
Second  has  been  changed  less:  16.38:1  in 
'78.  16.60:1  for '79.  This  change  eliminates 
the  jump  between  1st  and  2nd  and  gener- 
ally makes  the  ratios  more  u.seable  on  most 
motocross  courses.  Shifting  is  smooth  and 
preci.se— no  one  missed  a  shift  or  had  any 
complaints  about  the  shifting  or  ratios. 
Like  last  year,  the  countershaft  sprocket  is 
quite  a  distance  from  the  swing  arm  pivot, 
but  has  excellent  sealed  bearing  rollers 
above  and  below  the  pivot  to  control  chain 
tension.  In  addition,  an  aluminum  chain 
guide  with  rub  pads  is  mounted  close  to 
the  rear  sprocket.  A  good  D.I.D.  TR  chain 
is  also  standard.  The  engine  is  solidly 
mounted  in  the  frame  in  four  places  in 
addition  to  a  head  stay. 

One  kick  usually  brings  the  KX  to  life. 
The  start  lever  is  ribbed  and  non-slippery, 
and  the  pegs  don't  interfere  with  the  lever 
or  the  operator's  feet.  All  controls  are 
properly  placed  and  the  bars  are  the  right 
width  and  height  for  the  machine. 

The  first  10  feet  on  a  1979  KX  will  tell  an 
experienced  rider  the  bike  is  right:  balance 
is  good,  power  plentiful,  and  there's  a 
solidne.ss  never  felt  in  a  Japane.se  MXer 
before.  Steering  is  precise  and  the  front 
wheel  stays  on  the  ground  (hard  to  steer 
when  it's  in  the  air)  unle.ss  the  rider  wants> 
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OIKE  MAIItHARLEY-MVIDSp! 

UKES  PRIDE  IN  BEM 
UyW-DOWN  AND  NARROW-MWDEI 


reducing  the  Hugger.  The  lowest  Sportster*  in  years. 
The  Hugger  has  a  lower,  narrower  seat.  A  smaller  16  inch  rear  wheel 
iches  smaller)  with  an  oversized,  "fat"  rear  tire.  Shorter  shocks  so  the  fender 
close  to  the  tire.  It's  the  best  performing,  best  handling  Sportster  yet  ^ 
gned.  JM 
But  get  to  your  dealer  because  you  have  to  feel  it  to  believe  it.  Get  into  the  Hugger 

experience  low-down  and  narrow-minded  first  hand.  You'll  know   

it  we  mean  when  we  say  

LYOU'VE  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEY-MVIDSON,YOU  HAVENT  BEEN  ON  A  MOTORCYOE. 

Harley-Davidson 

port  ihf  Motorcyclt'  Safety  Foundation  and  the  A.M. A.  and  believe  in  safety  first.  Always  ride  with  lights  and  helmet, 
ations  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Help  keep  insurance  costs  down;  lock  your  bike.  Follow  owners  manual  for  maintenance. 


KAWASAKI  KXSSa 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  na 

Fork  travel   1 1 .0  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter  38mm 

Rear  wheel 

travel  11.0  in. 

Tire,  front  .3.00-21  Dunlop 
K190 

Tire,  rear  .  .5.10-18  Dunlop 
K190 

Engine  ...  two-stroke  Single 
Bore  X  stroke  70  x  64.9mm 
Piston 

displacement  249cc 

Compression  ratio  7.6:1 

Claimed  power   40bhp 

@  8000  rpm 
Claimed  torque   26.8ft.  lb. 

@  7000  rpm 

Carburetion  38mm  Bing 

Ignition  CDI 

Lubrication  system  . premix 
Primary 

drive  .  straight-cut  gear 
Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th  9.58 

4th  11.11 

3rd  13.22 

2nd   16.38 

1st  20.50 

Oil  capacity   2  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  2.4  gal. 

Fuel  tank 

material  plastic 

Swing  arm 

material   aluminum 

Starter  primary  kick 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

Frame 

material  chrome-moly 

steel 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase  57.9  in. 

Seat  height   37.5  in. 

Seat  width  6.4  in. 

Seat  length   23.0  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center   12.5  in. 

Handlebar  width  .  33.2  in. 

Footpeg  height   16.0  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top   21.5  in. 

Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center   5.7  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.5  in. 


Swing  arm  length  .21.4  in. 
Swing  arm 

pivot  to  drive 

sprocket  center  ..  .4.9  in. 
Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size  1.7  in. 

Ground  clearance  .13.0  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  29° 

Trail   4.4  in. 

Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel   230  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear 

percent  46/54 


FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable 

with  air?   ye 

Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable?  ,  n 
Rear  shocks 

rebuildable?  n 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?  ye 

Does  owners  manual  sho\ 

how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?  ye 

Does  pipe  burn  rider?. ...n 
Brake  pedal  height 

adjustable?  ye 


60" 


48"  — 


36"  — 


24' — 


12"  — 


I     '     '      '     I     '     '      '  I 
0"  12"  24" 


— I  1  1  1  1  1  \  1  1— 

36"  48"  60" 


1  '  1  '  \  '  1  '  1  '- 

72"  84" 


it  up,  then  it's  easy  to  fly  the  front  wheel 
simply  by  giving  the  bars  a  little  tug.  When 
up  the  machine  doesn't  try  to  loop  or  fall 
over  sideways,  it  just  stays  where  you  want 
it.  Thanks  to  the  neutral  handling  corners 
may  be  taken  high,  low,  on  the  berm  or  the 
flat.  The  rider  chooses,  not  the  bike. 

Power  delivery  is  responsive  and  com- 
petitive, and  the  useable  power  spread  is 
generous.  Gymnastics  aren't  required  to 
ride  the  KX  either.  Find  a  position  that  fits 
and  enjoy  it,  the  bike  doesn't  care.  If  you 
like  to  move  around  on  a  machine,  go 
ahead,  it  will  work  well  that  way  too,  and 
moving  around  is  easy  with  the  short  tank 
and  long  seat. 

Forks  on  the  KX  are  the  best  we  have 
experienced  on  a  production  motocrosser. 
They  seem  to  be  perfect  on  any  kind  of 
terrain.  Small  irregularities  go  unnoticed, 
yet  they  seldom  bottom  on  large  ones. 
Harshness  is  never  felt  in  the  bars  and  the 
hefty  38mm  tubes  don't  flex  or  flop 
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around.  I 
Rear  shocks  aren't  nearly  as  good  asl 
forks  but  are  usable.  After  the  first  daj 
riding  we  called  them  poor.  They  felt  sti 
and  let  the  rear  wheel  skip  across  the  tO' 
high  speed  bumps.  By  the  end  of  j 
second  day  of  testing  they  were  looser 
up  and  starting  to  follow  the  terrain.  By 
end  of  day  three  they  were  working  / 
We  would  guess  seal  friction  is  high  i' 
they  are  used  for  a  few  days.  Most  pei 
won't  replace  them  until  they  are  worn' 
(they  aren't  rebuildable)  unless  a  favi 
brand  is  preferred. 

The  brakes  on  the  KX  are  also  gl 
Required  muscle  power  is  just  right 
quick  chatter-free  stops  are  normal 

The  1979  KX250  is  an  extremely  < 
petitive  motocrosser  that  is  easy  to  ric 
novice,  intermediate  or  pro  will  feel  < 
fortable  on  the  new  KX  as  it  is  one  of  t 
rare  machines  that  seems  to  meet  th 
quirements  of  all  rider  classifications 
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NOBAnERYIAKES 

THE  SHAKES  BEHER IHAH 


WlSm  ROUGHRIOER 

Nobody  knows  better  than  you  the 
kind  of  beating  a  bike  takes.  Road 
shock  and  engine  vibration  can  really 
brutalize  parts,  especially  the  battery. 
That  s  why  Wisco  built  the  Roughrider. 

A  U.S.  Ordinance  test  of  four 
top  batteries  shows  the  Roughrider 
outperformed  the  best  of  the  rest 
almost  two  to  one. 

The  triangular  grid 
design,  the  specially  treated 
plates,  and  the  rugged  cases 
mean  this  battery  can  take  a 
beating  and  still  keep  cranking 
out  the  power.  Start  after  start. 
We've  also  increased  storage 
life  407o  by  incorporating  our 
premium  grid  alloy. 

We  make  the  Roughrider 
right  here  in  the  States.  For  U.S. 
bikes,  for  Japanese  bikes,  (or  yow 
bike,  without  adaptation.  And  it  s 
priced  competitively,  too. 

The  Roughrider.  We  put  a 
lot  in  so  you  get  a  lot  out. 
Ride  with  the  best. 

ESB  Wisco  Incorporated 

Ik*  a  Roii^nlirider.  Write  us  today  for  your  free  Roughrider  sticker. 
Marketing;  Dept..  ESB  Wisco  Incorjxirated.  1222  18th  St.  Racine.  Wi.sconsin  53403 


TO 


i  ( 


Ride  One  and  You'll  Buy  One" 

by  Henry  N.  Manney  III 


you  have  probably  noticed,  dear 
isreader,  from  lime  to  time  we  like  to 
present  a  Salon  of  some  bit  of 
{ificant  machinery  which  has.  for  better 
orse,  made  its  mark  on  motorcycling 
pry.  Such  a  case  was  the  celebrated 
zzer.  of  course  not  a  proper  motorcycle 

s  by  Henry  N.  Wanney  III 


at  all  technically  speaking  but  a  motoriz- 
ing kit  for  bicycles.  It  is  not  to  laugh, 
however,  at  this  arrangement  (historically 
speaking)  as  did  not  many  racing  voitur- 
ettes  of  the  early  1900s  go  under  different 
proprietary  names  when  powered  by  the 
universal  De  Dion-Bouton  engine?  At  any 


rate  the  Whizzer  sprung  from  the  brow  of 
Dietrich  Kohlsaat.  pres  of  the  Whizzer 
Motor  Corp  of  Detroit.  Mich,  sometime  in 
the  late  '30s  or  early  '40s  and  sounds  ver\' 
much  like  a  child  of  the  depression,  boast- 
ing as  it  did  that  one  could  ride  five  miles 
for  a  penny.  Nowadays  you  can't  get  a  poke> 
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in  the  eye  with  a  burnt  slick  for  a  penny. 
Now  the  idea  of  "clip-on"  motors  for 
bicycles  is  nothing  new.  indeed  the  Rus- 
sian engineer  P.I.  Bova  produced  an  er- 
mine-powered one  lor  the  Czarevitch  in 
the  late  '80s,  and  the  flavour  of  Pres 
Kohlsaat's  name  prompts  one  to  turn  to 
the  library  for  a  book  on  Derivations  & 
Variations  except  that  there  doesn't  seem 
to  be  one.  Most  early  motorcycles  were,  in 
effect,  nothing  but  V'elos  with  clip-ons  and 
it  seems  that  through  the  years,  in  Europe 
more  than  in  the  USA.  clip-ons  (or 
mopeds.  as  they  came  to  be  known)  have 
been  with  us. 

The  Whizzer.  however,  is  worthy  of  spe- 
cial attention  as  not  only  is  it  American- 
made  but  also  four-stroke,  a  rare  bird 
indeed.  The  moot  point  of  whether  the 
reliable  Whizzer  engine  was  simply  an 
adaptation  of  some  industrial  power  plant 
or  a  fresh  re-do  of  already  familiar  specifi- 
cations is  lost  in  the  mists  of  antiquity  but 
the  fascination  of  the  Whizzer  lies  in  how 
the  hoary  belt-drive  concept,  old  as  the 
industry,  could  be  revived  to  be  given  a 
new  life.  Part  of  the  appeal  was  the  "pack- 
age." in  today's  marketing  terms,  which 
included  the  complete  engine  itself,  fuel 
lank,  jockey-pulley  clutch,  rear  sheave, 
belts  for  same  plus  all  necessary  hardware 
to  attach  the  27  lb.  lump  to  a  suitable 
bicycle,  in  the  case  of  our  Salon  subject  a 
gent's  model  heavy-duty  Schwinn.  (What 
ladies  did  is  not  mentioned  although  there 
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is  a  nice  drawing  of  .some  young  thing  in 
shorts  and  saddle  shoes  riding  one-up  in 
the  Rockies,  no  less.)  In  1942  the  package 
cosi  $59.95  for  which  one  received  a  nice 
big  box  from  Ponliac  freight  prepaid,  the.se 
beina  the  days  when  you  could  still  count 
on  having  freight  delivered,  let  alone-arriv- 
ing at  all.  In  addition,  easy  terms  or  C.O.D. 
were  available  and  if  the  order  were  sent  in 
within  seven  days  (pretty  tricky  as  our 
brochure  is  undated)  a  heavy-duty  stand 
was  yours  for  an  additional  $2.  Imagine. 
The  mouths  of  paper-boys  all  over  .Amer- 
ica were  undoubtedly  salivating  as  real 
motorcycles,  even  superannuated  Harley 
JDs.  were  far  too  hcaw  and  complicated 
(not  to  mention  illegal)  for  impecunious 
kids. 

What  you  got  for  your  S59.95  was  a 
fairly  straightforward  fialhead  Single  of 
oversquare'dimcnsions  {I'M  x  2%  in.)  giv- 
ing 8.5  cu.  in.  displacement  ( I33cc)  which 
produced  on  a  good  day  I's  bhp.  The 
three-ring  piston  rode  on  a  bushed  little 
end  and  at  the  beginning  rejoiced  in  roller 
rod  and  mains,  the  rod  bearing  later  being 
simplified  to  a  plain  insert  which  probably 
also  indicates  some  drastic  modification  to 
the  oiling  system,  perhaps  to  accommo- 
date an  eventual  rise  in  horsepower  to 
approximately  3  bhp  at  3700  rpm.  The 
valves,  looking  rather  like  glorified  roofing 
nails  in  the  fashion  of  the  day.  were  of  0.75 
in.  diameter  and  although  the  compression 
ratio  started  at  6.5:1  it  eventually  dropped 


to  6.32:1  by  1947  which  perhaps  Sui 
something  about  the  quality  of  even 
cheapest  regular  at  that  time. 

Ignition  was  looked  after  by  the  tamii 
flywheel  mag.  points  condenser  ei  al  ea 
as  on  Bultacos  although  a  magneto  air; 
clearance  is  listed  along  with  the  oOi 
normal  ones.  From  the  brochure  it  .seor 
as  if  a  side-draft  carb.  very  modern  ; 
car-type  with  float  bowl  etc  was  usedt 
though  the  very  complete  manual  wa" 
prospective  purchasers  not  to  fiddle  w 
the  carburetor  screws  or  other  engine  : 
tings  (such  as  points,  magneto,  or  fuj 
enclosed  tappets)  as  they  were  set  at  l 
factory.  If  anything  horrid  comes  up.  i 
the  machine  to  your  Whizzer  dealer 
we  thought  that  was  new?  Later,  it  seenr 
straight-in  carb  w^as  fitted  even  if  the  H 
probably  stayed  at  a  healthy  Vi*  in.  Lii 
ing  in  those  days  was  usually  looked  s 
by  a  visit  to  the'bicycle  shop  where  all  s 
of  battery  -powered  devices  could  be  foe 
or.  in  desperate  cases,  one  of  those  nn 
little  generators  that  ran  off"  ihe  lyre.  Mm 
later  Whizzer  marketed  its  own  buii; 
generator  which  didn't  fall  off  in  lull  flit 
anyway. 

the  owner's  manual  for  the  Whizzei; 
model  of  its  kind  and  our  lives  would  ;ui 
a  lot  easier  if  motorcycle  owner's  man  r 
let  alone  the  so-called  workshop  man  r 
were  as  eomptete.  Nice  large  dra\\ing:i 
onlv  showed  but  numbered  all  the 
hits  the  purchaser  was  supposed  to  gel  t 


s  Box  and  additionally  showed  step  by 
[spjust  how  to  install  the  apparatus  on  the 
■jcycie.  f"undamentaily.  the  engine  sat  in 
irce  clamps  in  the  middle  of"  the  loop 
lame,  just  above  the  pedals  in  what  was 
jiown  in  the  1910s  as  the  Werner  Position 
;«)thing  to  do  with  the  Kama  Sutra), 
ncsc  clamps  were  rubber-insulated  from 
•X  frame  and  according  to  the  brochures 
liiclically  eliminated  all  vibration.  From 
3ere.  or  properly  speaking  from  the 
lankshaft  pulley,  a  short  Vee-belt  as- 
rnided  to  the  jockey-pulley-clutch  lashup 
}<i  thence  down  again,  via  a  longer  belt, 
i  a  sheave  or  final  drive  rim  nipped  into 
T  spokes  of  the  rear  wheel.  Rear  wheel,  as 
mormal.  and  engine  were  both  subject  to 
j  udging"  in  their  mountings  lo  give  the 
twper  belt  tension:  these  days  with  nice 
ales  belts  (made  for  various  industrial 
ses)  their  life  is  three  to  five  thousand 
liles  but  I  have  heard  many  horror  tales  of 
rurable  slip  .  .  .  the  parts  list  mentions 
nger  and  shorter  belts) ...  or  else  a  loud 
jd  paralyzing  thwack  on  the  bum  at  some 
J  tical  moment.  The  manual,  besides  giv- 
H  full  instructions  on  what  and  what  not 

1  do  installing  the  engine,  featured  an 
ustratcd  parts  list  that  made  the  life  of 

2  Whizzer  owner  in  Owl  Foot.  Wis.  a 
llle  easier  plus  prices  for  representative 
iris  such  as  float  bowl  79e.  complete 
asket  set  $6.40.  clutch  pulley  bearing 
ashing  8c,  exhaust  tail  pipe  65c.  piston 
[..25  (to  0.020  over),  crankcase  Welch  plug 

2c.  head  gasket  31C  and  so  on.  Where 
we  we  gone  wrong?  In  later  years  the 
cressory  list  expanded  as  accessory  lists 
nd  to  do,  satisfying  the  craving  for  speed 
comfort  with  ohv  conversions,  trick 
oes  (as  on  our  Salon  bike),  saddlebags, 
ixtails  and  probably  bigger  rear  sheaves. 
^IRiding  the  Whizzer  is  no  great  trick, 
•^parently.  even  such  a  splendid  example 
iishown  belonging  to  Sterling  Pope  who  is 
ae  of  the  Locomotives  of  the  Whizzer 
XT.  His.  as  you  can  see,  is  in  a  fine  slate  of 
J  tie  and  boasts  of  a  late  1952  engine 
inich  puts  out  3  bhp  at  4500  rpm.  The  drill 
)lo  put  the  bike  on  the  stand,  turn  on  the 
*  from  the  5  ql.  tank  (there  is  8  oz.  of  30 
1  in  the  sump),  apply  the  carburetor 
jpke.  depress  the  handlebar  mounted 
r  npression  release  and  then  pedal  like 
ly.  dropping  the  compression  release  at 
ne  appropriate  time.  Alternatively  the 
e  may  just  be  pedaled  away  or  rolled 
vn  a  hill  but  the  method  above  is  easier 
the  belts.  In  any  case,  the  end  result 
uld  be  a  subdued  popping  from  the 
aust  followed  by  a  more  definite  sound 
ch  indicates  that  all  I33cc  are  in  fact 
ning.  The  next  step  is  lo  depress  the 
ch  lever  on  the  left  handlebar,  roll  the 
izzer  ofl'  its  stand,  and  in  time  hon- 
;d  fashion  regulate  both  throttle  (nor- 
m/c  on  right)  and  clutch  to  get  under 
.  perhaps  with  a  little  Light  Pedal 
stance.  Because  of  the  9: 1  engine  to 
wheel  ratio,  acceleration  is  not  partic- 
ly  brisk  at  first  (Mr.  Pope  races 
leds)  but  as  the  rpm  gather  themselves 


the  device  goes  along  well  on  its  26  x  2. 125s 
and  can  even  work  up  to  40-45  mph 
although  according  to  the  owner,  it  "runs 
best"  around  20.  Mr.  Editor  Girdler  es- 
sayed a  tour  of  the  block  and  returned 
satisfied  with  the  machine's  performance. 
Equally  to  his  liking  was  the  straight-pipe- 
cuni-megaphone.  suitable  for  boys  of  all 
ages.  Mr.  Pope  reports  that  when  chopper 
riders  ride  up  for  a  closer  look  he  revs  the 
Whizzer  engine,  to  their  apparent  delight. 

The  Schwinn  frame  seems  .solid  enough, 
even  with  rigid  bicycle  suspension,  to  hold 
the  road  properly  and  not  play  tricks  with 
twisting  of  the  frame  or  even  the  dreaded 


sideslip  on  corners,  even  though  nobody 
would  mistake  it  for  a  Manx  Norton. 
Brakes  are  another  matter,  as  New  Depar- 
ture coaster  hubs  are  fitted  front  and  rear 
which  look  (and  feel)  as  if  you  had  no 
brakes  at  all  although  in  1942  nobody  had 
very  much.  A  more  rapid  deceleration  can 
be  managed  by  smartly  mashing  on  that 
decompression  lever.  What  with  the  way 
things  are  going  with  the  Ayrabs  and  oil, 
we  had  better  start  looking  in  those  old 
barns.  Whizzers  in  decrepit  form  are  still 
fairly  common  and  cheap.  100  mpg  is  not 
10  be  sneezed  at  vs  the  bus  stop,  especially 
when  you  can  always  pedal  the  bike  home!  I 
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Street  Bike 
Named  Desire. 


I 


Also  known  as  the 
CX500  Custom.  There 
should  be  a  full-width  mirror 
at  every  Honda  dealer.  Be- 
cause if  you  saw  how  you  look 
on  this  one,  you'll  know  it  was 
made  just  for  you.  That's  why  we 
call  it  the  Custom. 

Its  contoured  saddle  and  tear- 
drop tank  let  you  ride  low  and  easy 
Fullback  handlebars  give  you  that 
laid-back  look.  Engine  parts  are 
spit-polish  bright.  Rear  tire  is 
fat.  Mufflers  are  short  and 


set.  Black,  highlighted  ComStars^" 
:  as  tough  as  they  really  are. 
We  even  went  so  far  as  turning 
=  cylinder  heads  22  degrees  to 
5eep  CV  carbs  away  from  knees. 
Wou  get  a  sleeker  profile  than  you 
ever  thought  possible  on  a  bike 
with  this  much  power. 
Lean  and  hungry 
for  action. 


As  you  can  see  the  Custom's  like 
no  other  Honda  we've  ever  made. 
Actually  it's  like  no  other  motorcycle 
anyone's  ever  made.  Not  on  either 
side  of  either  ocean.  Not  with  the 
combination  of  looks  and  power 
that  this  one's  got. 

It's  got  the  very  same  engine 
and  drive  train  that  revolutionized 
the  middleweight  class  last  year  And 
engines  like  Honda's  liquid-cooled, 
shaft-driven  496  cc  V-twin  don't 
come  along  very  often.  Nor  do 
bikes  as  special  as  the  Custom. 


See  the  one  you've  been  waiting 
for  Honda  to  build.  At  your  Honda 
dealers  today  And  please — always 
ride  safely 

Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  Keep  lights  on.  Model  availability 
may  be  limited.  For  free  brochure,  write:  Ameri 
can  Honda  Motor  Co..  Inc.,  Dept.  CW59CXC,  B( 
50,  Gardena,  Ca.  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages  for 
nearest  Honda  dealer.  ©  1979  AHM. 

HONDA 

coiNC  strong! 


WHY  DRESS  UKE  YOU  CAME  ON  THE  BUS? 


1 


You  ride  a  motorcycle.  Right  away, 
that  makes  you  slightly  diflferent.  At 
Harley-Davidson®  we'll  come  out  and  say 
sUghtJy  better.  So  we  put  a  lot  of  care 
into  designing  motorcycle  clothing 
with  both  function  and  class. 

We'll  start  with  the  leather  jacket— our 
legendary  Cycle  Champ.  It's  premium  cowhide 
with  wind  flaps,  buckles  and  coUeir  snaps 
precisely  where  you  need  them.  And  if  iJhie 
look  is  pure  biking,  you  can  bet  it's  no 
mistake. 

Now  shift  down  to  the  Harley-Davidson 
harness-style  Stud  leather  boots.  They're  just 
one  of  many  rugged  designs.  Even  the  denim 


wears  the  Harley-Davidson  label.  The  pants, 
jacket  and  shirt  you  see  are  just  part  of  a  full 
line  of  all-new  Cycle  Wear  denims  designed 
by  Wrangler,  and  sold  exclusively  through 
Harley-Davidson  dealers. 

But  the  story  doesn't  end  with  what  you 
see  here.  Your  Harley-Davidson  dealer  has  a 
vast  array  of  biker  wear— everything  from 
genuine  cowhide  jackets  and  riding  leathers  to 
belt  buckles,  T-shirts,  jewelry  and  foul 
weather  gear. 

The  way  we  see  it,  if  you  ride  a 
Harley-Davidson,  you  should  look  the  part. 
If  you  don't,  you  should  at  least  come  as  close 
as  you  can. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON  HAS  NEVER  FORGOTTEN  THE  BASIC  RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN  MAN  AND  MOTORCYCLE. 


Harley-Davidson 


.aterlcl 


eefOur  hjgw  long-Term 
^dHjring  Te^  Bike:  a  "Spedfal  ^ripje. 


■  Competing  against  ^ 
all  the  companies  in  ^'■^^^7, 
the  world  that  pro-  MliM^^^^a 
duce  750cc  motorcv-    ™  ■^ff IM^P' 
cles  is  not  an  easy  ^^^^^ 
task,  but  a  task  which  _ 
Yamaha     has     ap-  'CwCLE 
proached  uiih  a  cer-  M^OITICjD 
tarn  degree  of  no\eltv.  '^MB^Sf^ 
Rather  than  offer  aii-     *  mmm^m 
other  four  cxlinder  spi>rts  bike.  Yamaha 
created  the  dohc  Triple  in  1976  and  the 
same  basic  bike  still  is  offered  in  1979. 

In  1976  the  Yamaha  Triple  was  less 
unusual  than  ii  is  today.  \\  that  time 
Su/uki  was  still  producing  a  collection  of 
two-stroke  Triples.  Kawasaki  had  only  just 
replaced  the  H2  Triple  with  the  dohc  Twin 
and  the  only  f-ours  were  the  Hondas  and 
the  big  Kawa.saki.  The  most  unusual  fea- 
ture of  the  original  Yamaha  Triple  was  the 
shaft  drive,  a  feature  offered  in  1976  onlv 
by  BMW.  Moto  Guzzi  and  Honda  with  the 
GLIOX). 
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For  1979  the  Yamaha  750's  engine  has  a     Shades  of  the  past— XS750  uses  an  external 
lower  9.2:1  compression  ratio.  Engine  cases     oil  line, 
are  held  together  with  Allen  head  screws. 


Short,  small  mufflers  make  accessory  mounting  easy,  are  attractive  and  emit  a  pleasant 
sound. 


In  1979  all  the  other  big  Japanese  com- 
panies offer  mid-size  Fours,  which  are 
chain  driven,  and  all  the  major  motorcycle 
manufacturers  offer  shaft  drive  bikes,  most 
of  which  are  large-displacement  machines. 
If  anything,  the  unusual  mixture  of  three 
cylinders,  shaft  drive,  and  750cc  displace- 
ment is  an  advantage  for  the  Yamaha  750. 
It's  a  special  package. 

Beginning  with  that  special  package, 
Yamaha  has  treated  the  motorcycle  to  its 


own  customizing  and  created  ihc  750  Spe- 
cial. Cowbt)y  handlebars,  a  rounded  pea- 
nut-shaped gas  tank,  more  front  end 
rake,  leading  axle  forks,  short  mufflers,  a 
stepped  seat,  restyled  instruments,  and  a 
clean  rear  fender  are  what  make  a  Special. 

Yamaha  wasn't  the  first  company  to 
chopperize  its  motorcycles.  Norton  tried 
selling  850  Commandos  with  high-rise 
handlebars.  Kawasaki  had  the  LTD  ver- 
sion of  the  Z-1.  But  those  were  more 


muscular,  more  brutal  machines  whi 
lent  themselves  to  chopperism.  The  ^ 
maha  750  was  a  touring  bike,  with  sh; 
drive,  relatively  .soft  suspension,  and  a  lo 
key  kind  of  power  that  doesn't  lend  itself 
intimidation. 

What  kind  of  touring  bike  does  a  .Spec 
make?  And  how  does  Yamaha's  Trif 
perform  as  a  touring  bike?  To  find  l 
answers  we've  procured  a  Yamaha  XS7 
Special  as  our  new  long-term  test  louri 
bike. 

The  Yamaha  Triple  has  always  been 
popular  motorcycle  around  the  Cic 
H'orlcJ  office.  When  it  was  introduced, 
quickly  found  a  place  on  our  list  of  10  Bi 
Motorcycles  for  1976.  Since  that  time  it  h 
been  changed  and  improved,  though  r 
all  changes  have  been  improvements. 

Engine  changes  on  the  Triple  woi 
have  to  be  considered  improvcmen 
Shortly  after  the  original  747cc  engine  v 
introduced  the3-into-l  exhaust  system  v 
changed  to  a  3-into-2  system  on  the  It 
2D  model. 

Then  came  the  XS750E  in  1978  a) 
more  engine  changes.  The  exhaust  syste 
change  had  moved  the  vibration  band 
the  engine  to  a  le.ss  annoying  road  .spe 
and  improved  performance.  For  1978  i 
compression  ratio  was  bumped  from  8.f 
to  9.5:1.  the  cam  timing  changed,  eU 
tronic  ignition  added  and  more  prec 
carburetion  was  used.  The  results  wt 
substantially  more  power,  a  higher  redii 
(9000  rpm  for  the  E  model  as  opposed 
7500  rpm  for  the  D  model)  and  a  clear 
exhaust  to  meet  emission  laws.  , 

For  1979  the  emission  level  must  d| 
some  more  so  the  compression  ratio  > 
dropped  to  9.2:1.  Yamaha  still  recq 
mends  using  regular  gas  in  the  750  and 
test  bike  ran  fine  on  regular  or  unlead 
For  1979  the  engine  mounts  were  modii 
to  minimize  vibration  felt  at  normal  hi 
way  speeds.  Vibration  control  on  the  ' 
maha  Triple  has  gone  through  sev^ 
pha.ses.  The  original  XS750D  was  sub 
to  an  irritating  vibration  at  normal  h 
way  speeds.  Then  the  2D  model  camel 
and  the  vibration  period  was  moved 
different  highway  speeds,  smoothing  | 
typical  touring  speeds.  When  the  nt 
powerful  E  model  was  introduced,  vi| 
tion  had  increased  again.  Now  with  tl; 
the  vibration  is  more  controlled.  | 

Suspension  development  has  gj 
through  similar  refinement.  The  ori^ 
XS750  offered  a  moderately  plush  i 
followed  by  the  even  softer  ride  of  the 
that  had  a  longer  travel  front  fork 
softer  spring  and  damping  rates  on  the 
shocks.  For  1978  the  rear  springs  J 
stiffen  shock  damping  increased  consi 
ably  and  a  three-position  front  fork  sf 
preload  adjuster  was  added.  Rear  sus 
sion  has  remained  the  same  on  the 
models,  but  the  Special  gets  new  lea 
axle  front  forks,  still  with  the  three- 
tion  preload  adjusters. 

Despite  the  suspension  changes,  thi 
Special's  suspension  isn't  noticeably  t 
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Detail  photos  by  Steve 


in  prcviou.>  Yamaha  750  suspensions. 

rear  shocks  offer  excessive  conipres- 
ri  damping,  making  for  a  stitVride.  even 
J  ugh  the  spring  rate  is  about  right  i'or  a 
<i  rider  and  a  tad  soft  for  two-up  riding, 
len  with  lull  preload,  the  back  end  will 
iiily  bi)tlom  on  rough  roads  with  a  pas- 
ijger  aboard.  7"he  front  forks  are  belter, 
ihioning  shocks  rcasonablv  well.  Over- 
I  the  Yamaha's  suspension,  particularly 
suspension  on  the  Special,  could  use 
ne  impn)ving.  We're  looking  forward  to 
1  ng  some  suspension  (ixes  during  the 
I  t  year. 

A  hat  gives  the  Triple  its  charm  is  the 
iiine.  The  rocking  beat  of  the  120° 
mkshaft  is  pronounced  at  low  engine 
jcds.  It's  a  crisp  sound  coming  from  the 
•  short  mufflers,  slightly  louder  than  the 
ndard  XS750.  but  pleasant  and  not  of- 
*ive  to  our  ears.  As  engine  speed  in- 
;ases.  the  indi\idual  beats  smooth  out 


until  the  only  sound  is  a  gentle  hum  at 
highway  speeds. 

Add  to  the  sound  the  power  characteris- 
tics of  the  Yamaha  750  and  the  results  are 
quite  pleasing  for  a  touring  motorcyclist. 
The  Yamaha  probably  has  more  power 
below  3000  rpni  than  any  of  the  other 
750cc  bikes,  save  perhaps  the  Triumph 
Bonneville.  Riding  the  Yamaha  on  a  day- 
lo-da\  basis,  a  rider  gets  used  to  accelerat- 
ing from  standstill  with  the  engine  just 
above  idle,  using  the  engine,  not  the 
clutch,  to  accelerate  the  bike,  it's  easy  to 
ride  in  town  w  ith  the  engine  running  under 
33(X)  rpm  and  the  bike  in  4th  gear.  Com- 
pared to  any  other  Japanese  750.  the  Ya- 
maha f'ce/s  more  comfortable,  at  the  same 
speeds,  one  or  two  gears  higher. 

When  the  engine  was  revised  lo  produce 
more  power,  the  power  was  gained  at  high 
rpm.  but  with  little  sacrifice  of  low-end 
power.  Still,  the  XS750,  in  its  present  form. 


is  half  a  second  slower  in  the  quarter  mile 
than  the  quickest  of  the  Japanese  750s.  Its 
quarter  mile  time  is  in  line  with  the  650 
Fours.  In  real-world  situations,  the  Ya- 
maha may  be  faster  w  ith  its  roll-on  superi- 
ority, but  at  the  drag  strip  it's  not  in  the 
hunt. 

For  louring  use.  Ihe  power  characteris- 
tics of  the  750  are  welcome.  The  output 
shaft  gear  ratio  on  ihe  E  and  later  models 
was  changed  to  3.582:1  from  3.262:1.  in- 
creasing engine  speed  at  60  mph  by  400 
rpm.  Strangely  enough,  the  revised  gearing 
of  the  newer  Triples  works  very  well.  At  60 
the  Yamaha  is  turning  at  4522  rpm.  calcu- 
lated, and  at  normal  freeway  speeds  in  our 
area  the  Yamaha  is  running  at  a  busy  5000 
rpm.  hardly  the  .sort  of  engine  speed  for 
relaxed  touring.  But  it  works.  The  lower 
gearing  impro\es  acceleration  in  all  gears 
and  makes  5lh  useful  tor  accelerating  on 
the  freeway  or  climbing  hills.  While  tho 


Power  is  transferred  from  ttie  transmission  output  shaft  to  ttie  driveshaft  witti  bevel  gears  in  a 
separate  case. 


YAMAHA 


.-ik:;  - 


J04 


Yamatia  750  Special  gets  a  different  seat- 
fender  treatment  than  the  standard  750.  The 
fender  swings  up  for  easy  rear  tire  removal. 


Clean-looking  leading  axle  forks  are  used  on 
the  Special.  The  front  end  is  kicked  out  with 
more  steering  rake. 


high  engine  speed  may  seem  disconcerting 
at  first,  it  puts  normal  highway  cruising 
above  the  engine  vibration  period  and 
smooths  the  ride.  And  with  the  9000  red- 
hne,  the  Yamaha  is  geared  for  a  top  speed 
of  122  mph,  though  it  would  only  pull  1 14 
mph  in  our  half  mile  top  speed  run. 

Less  appealing  is  the  action  of  the  gear- 
box while  shifting.  Even  with  the  clutch 
properly  adjusted  there  is  a  loud  crunch 
when  the  Yamaha  is  shifted  into  1st  when 
cold.  Upshifts  are  also  noisy  and  the  shift 
lever  occasionally  sticks  in  the  up  position 
after  being  shifted  into  2nd.  preventing  or 
slowing  the  shift  to  3rd.  In  all  gears  there  is 
too  much  drive  line  slop,  making  speed 
changes  jerky,  particularly  at  low  speeds. 
The  CV  carbs  don't  help,  responding  too 
quickly  to  throttle  changes,  particularly 
when  the  throttle  is  closed. 

But  on  the  open  road  there  is  no  prob- 
lem with  drive  line  snatch.  The  Yamaha 
simply  hums  along,  the  vibration  muffled 
by  the  rubber-mounted  handlebars  and 
footpegs.  Rubber-mounted  handlebars  do 
lend  a  degree  of  insecurity  to  the  Yamaha's 
handling,  but  the  bucko-bars  don't  en- 
courage ear-holing  anyway.  After  a  500  mi. 
day  the  cushioning  is  welcome. 

Actually,  the  seating  position  is  fine  for 
long  days  in  the  saddle.  The  handlebars 
work  especially  well  with  a  windshield  or 
fairing,  enabling  a  rider  to  sit  comfortably 
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without  reaching  for  the  bars  or  doing  a 
push-up.  Without  a  windshield  or  fairing 
though,  the  handlebars  just  aren't  com- 
fortable and  they  inhibit  sporting  riding. 

Sporting  riding  isn't  the  sort  of  use  the 
Yamaha  Triple  invites,  particularly  the 
Special.  There's  a  low-speed  clumsiness  to 
the  Special  which,  when  combined  with 
the  unusual  seating  position,  makes  low 
speed  maneuvers  a  tad  uncomfortable.  At 
speed  the  Yamaha  is  steady  and  goes  like 
an  arrow,  requiring  more-than-usual 
amounts  of  effort  to  turn.  Evaluated  on  its 
own.  the  Yamaha's  handling  is  certainly 
acceptable  for  any  ordinary  use.  It's  just 
that  the  other  750s,  the  Honda  and  Suzuki 
and  Kawasaki  and  certainly  the  Triumph, 
all  handle  noticeably  better. 

With  a  better  seat  the  750  Special  could 
actually  be  considered  a  comfortable 
tourer.  The  shape  isn't  bad.  In  fact,  as  far 
as  stepped  seats  go,  the  750  Special  has  one 
of  the  better  shaped  seats,  both  rider  and 
passenger  having  fairly  flat  surfaces  on 
which  to  sit.  It's  just  that  the  padding  is  too 
firm  and  the  overall  size  is  marginal  for 
luxury-size  Americans. 

Yamaha's  standard  750  has  a  similar- 
shaped  seat  which  includes  a  molded  tail- 
piece. On  some  rack  or  saddlebag  units  the 
lift-up  seat  can't  lift  up  w  ithout  removal  of 
the  rack  or  saddlebags.  On  the  Special,  the 
seat  can  lift  up,  even  with  a  rack  installed. 


For  most  touring  use,  the  750  proves 
worthy  mount.  For  heavy-duty  loads,  ho 
ever,  the  Yamaha  can  be  overwhelm* 
With  a  GVWR  of  960  lb.  and  a  lo 
capacity,  with  a  half  tank  of  fuel,  of  414 1 
the  weight  rating  isn't  too  bad,  but  wh 
the  weight  is  concentrated  at  the  rear,  t 
rear  tire  can  be  overloaded.  Unlike  ma 
of  the  other  larger  displacement  mote 
cycles  on  the  road,  the  Yamaha  can't 
fitted  with  a  larger  rear  tire  because  t 
driveshaft-filled  swing  arm  limits  rear  t 
clearance.  A  4.00  x  18  is  as  large  as  t 
Yamaha  will  take. 

If  the  Yamaha  could  take  a  larger  n 
tire,  it  would  have  one,  big  tires  being  p, 
of  the  chopper  image,  you  see.  Yamaha  h 
spent  considerable  time  and  money 
market  research  which  supports  the  Sf 
cial  styling.  Surveys  showed  that  the  larg 
block  of  motorcyclists  preferred  the  "n< 
mal"  motorcycles  but  that  large  blot 
of  motorcyclists  liked  the  style  of  t 
Specials. 

It  turns  out  the  Specials  have  been  en< 
mously  successful.  Nearly  half  of  the  7 
Yamahas  sold  are  Specials.  Over  half 
the  650s  sold  are  Specials  and  it's  too  ea 
to  see  how  sales  of  the  1 100  Special  ; 
going.  Of  the  three  Specials,  the  750  1 
made  the  best  transition.  The  clean  styli 
of  the  650  and  the  easy  comfort  of  I 
standard  1100  are  jusi  right  as  they  a 
Except  for  the  adjustable  suspension  of  I 
1 100  Special,  the  other  Specials  don't  gj 
anything  in  the  transition.  The  750  Spec 
does  gain. 

Despite  Yamaha  telling  us  the  stand 
and  Special  both  have  4.5  gal.  gas  tar 
the  Special  tank  holds  5.1  gal.  And 
Special  tank  has  two  petcocks  so  there 
larger  reserve. 

There  are  other  advantages  to  the  S 
cial.  The  mufflers  are  especially  nice,  sn 
enough  so  as  not  to  interfere  with 
diebag  mounting,  ending  ahead  of  the  i 
so  tire  changing  is  easy.  We  just  wish  m 
motorcycles  came  equipped  with  mufl" 
like  these.  The  headlight  is  special.  It 
55/60  watt  halogen  lamp.  The  ligh 
bright,  the  pattern  well  defined  and 
nice  not  to  have  to  put  in  our  own  qu 
bulb. 

Both  standard  and  Special  Yamaha 
pie  have  an  assortment  of  features  sue 
the  turn  signal  canceller,  mag-stvle  wh< 
and  triple  disc  brakes.  The  brakes,  by 
way,  are  powerful,  easily  regulated 
provide  excellent  stops  when  dry,  but 
braking  power  when  they're  wet. 

Although  we  haven't  needed  it  yet 
750  has  a  kick  starter  and  we're  glad  th 
does.  Another  old-fashioned  f'eatun 
the  Yamaha  we  like:  it  can  be  sta 
without  the  clutch  being  pulled  in. 

Yamaha's  Triple  is  neither  the  fa! 
nor  the  smoothest,  nor  the  best  han< 
750  made,  but  it  offers  special  feature 
the  touring  motorcyclist  in  either  stan 
or  Special  version.  We're  looking  for 
to  the  next  12.000  miles. 

continued  on  pa 


Cl.i 


Get  this  beautiful  cap 
free  with  the  purchasi 
of  any  Arthur  Fulmer 
helmet.* 


VRROOOM  TO  SPARE. 


If  there's  one  thing  we've  learned 
in  building  high-performance 
streetbikes,  it's  never  to  forget 
where  they  do  their  high  per- 
forming. 

Because  on  the  street,  how 
well  a  motorcycle  performs  is 
often  a  function  of  much  more 
than  a  quick  quarter  mile. 

It  translates  into  such  mat- 
ters as  sailing  into  a  stiff"  head- 
wind. And  packing  enough 
mid-range  wallop  to  pass  a 
diesel  double-tanker  on  the 
downside  of  a  mountain. 

With  this  in  mind,  we 
designed  the  new  XS  Eleven 
and  XS750  to  go  beyond 


Thie,  the  output  of  their 
respective  engines  is  awesome. 
The  Eleven's  llOlcc,  DOHC, 
four-cylinder  with  TCI  and 
vacuum  advance  is  a  techno- 
logical marvel.  And  the  750's 
potent  triple  is  more  than  a 
match  for  any  four-cylinder 
750  anywhere. 

Yet  even  with  all  that  power, 
they're  still  the  leanest,  lithest 
designs  in  their  classes.  And 
their  remarkably  light,  narrow 
frames  make  these  already 
agile  handlers  even  rriore  so. 


YAMAHA,  UNCHAINED 

On  top  of  all  that,  when  our 
engineers  conceived  the  Ele^ 
and  750,  they  incorporated  a 
unique  advance  in  chain  tech 
nology. 

They  threw  them  away. 

And  in  their  place,  affixec 
Yamaha's  sophisticated,  su- 
perbly efficient  shaft  drive. 

Quiet,  clean,  and  virtualh 
maintenance-free,  this  fully- 
enclosed  drive  train  hitches  i 
with  constant-mesh,  five-spe 
transmissions  to  provide  an 
incredibly  smooth,  steady  po\ 
transfer.  Mile  after  mile. 

After  mile. 


/RROOOM  WITH  A  VIEW 


The  Eleven  and  750  are 
t  only  fine  streetbikes.  For 
iring,  they're  proof  positive 
at  getting  there  can  be  a  lot 
)re  than  half  the  fun. 

They  both  deliver  enough 
idy  power  to  transport  you, 
ohort  and  a  full  load  of  gear 
2r  any  route  you  care  to  travel. 

Forks  and  shocks  are  com- 
;tely  adjustable.  The  big, 
o-tiered  seats  are  generously 
dded.  And  our  smooth,  silent 


shaft  drive  is  particularly  suited 
for  the  long  haul. 

Other  roadworthy  features: 
Cast  alloy  wheels.  Self-cancel- 
ling  turn  signals.  Full  instru- 
mentation. Quartz -halogen 
headlights. 

mCKAGE  TOUR. 

If  we've  managed  to  sell  you  on 
touring  on  an  Eleven  or  750, 
here's  another  idea: 


The  "^^maha  T)uring 
Package,  consisting  of  a  sleek, 
color-coordinated,  genuine 
\amaha  fairing.  A  thickly 
padded,  deeply-contoured  two- 
passenger  seat.  Rugged,  extra 
wide  saddlebags.  And  a  chrom^ 
luggage  carrier  with  padded 
backrest. 

Take  a  good,  hard  look  at 
the  new  XS  Eleven  and  XS750 

They're  two  streetbikes 
that  really  are  designed  for  the 
street.  Any  street. 

From  on-ramp  to  fast  lane. 

From  Oregon  to  Maine. 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price   $2885 

Engine  dohc  Triple 

Bore  X  stroke  . 68  x  68.6mm 

Displacement  747cc 

Compression  ratio  9.2:1 

Carburetion   (3)  34mm 

MikuniCV 

Air  filtration  dry  foam 

Ignition  transistorized, 

breakerless 

Claimed  power  68  bhp 

Claimed  torque  47  ft.  lb 

Lubrication     ®  ^500  rpm 

system  wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  7.4  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  5.1  gal. 

Recommended 

fuel   regular 

Starter  electric,  kick 

Alternator  12v260w 

Headlight. .60/55W  halogen 

Clutch   multi-disc  wet 

Primary 

drive   Hy-Vo  chain 

Final 

drive    shaft,  bevel  gears 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th   5.71 

4th   6.54 

3rd  7.76 

2nd  9.48 

1st   14.69 

Suspension 

front  telescopic  fork 

travel  6.9  in. 

Suspension 

rear   swing  arm 

travel  4.1  in. 

Tire,  front  3.25H-19 

Bridgestone  Superspeed 

Tire,  rear  4.00H-18 

Bridgestone  Superspeed 

Brake,  front  ...  dual  10.5  in. 

disc 

Brake,  rear  10.5  in.  disc 

Total  brake  swept 

area  249  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (1 60-lb. 

rider)   2.8  Ib./sq.in. 

Wheelbase  59.5  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  28.5° 

Trail  4.1  in. 

Handlebar  width  29  in. 

Seat  height  32  in. 

Seat  width  11  in. 

Footpeg  height  12  in. 

Ground  clearance  .6.3  in. 
Test  weight  (w/half-tank 

fuel)  546  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent  45.6/54.4 

Gross  vehicle  weight 

rating  960  lb. 

Load  capacity  414  lb. 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  4522  rpr 

Power/ weight  ratio  (160-lt 
rider)  10.4  Ib./bh 

Fuel  consumption  43.6  mp 

Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated  28  mp 
60  mph  indicated  57  mp 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  38  1 

from  60  mph   144  1 

Standing  start 
'/.-mile  13.3 

sec.  @  101.12  mp 

Speed  after 

'/a  mile  114  mp 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st  47  mp 

2nd   73  mp 

3rd  89  mp 

4th  106  mp 

5th  122  mp 

Acceleration 

0-30   1.82se 

0-40   2.57  se 

0-50   3.80  se 

0-60   5.02  se 

0-70   6.11  se 

0-80   7.63  se 

0-90   9.97  S€ 

0-100   12.65  s« 
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48' — 


36"  — 
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Available  tor  Honda  GL-1000  and  CB-750K.  Kawasaki  KZ  1000.  BMW  R100/7.  Su2uki  GS  1000,  Yamaha  XS  1100     and  oiners  yet  to  come 


Clipper.  The  word  is  getting  around. 

"The  fairing  is  well  made  and  very  nicely  finished,  both  inside  and  out, "  says  Rider 
magazine  "it  offers  excellent  rider  and  passenger  [wind]  protection  plus  a  great 
deal  of  accessible  storage  space  " 

It  couldn't  have  been  said  better  You  see.  Bates  built  the  Clipper  to  revolutionize 
fairings  Starting  with  a  head-turning  design,  goodies  like  an  adjustable  windshield, 
twin  headlights,  lockable  storage,  removable  lowers  and  striping  were  made 
standard  equipment  And  features  like  an  AM'FIVl  radio,  digital  clock,  map-dash  light 
and  cigarette  lighter  are  available  as  custom-fitted  options 

Rider  puts  it  this  way:  "The  Bates  Clipper  could  well  spawn  a  whole  new  generation 
of  fairings  in  the  years  to  come  "  We  expect  so  After  all.  the  word  is  getting  around. 


For  the  complete 
Bates  Accessonez 
and  Leathers  CataB 
send  $2  00 

the  "quality  people" 

Accessory  House  PO  Box  1770-WC 
Long  Beach.  California  90801 


Highcmc 


When  it  comes  to  all-around 
performance,  nobody  outperforms 
Suzuki. 

Case  in  point: 
The  RM-125, 250  and  400. 

Coinpletel7  Re- worked. 
It  you  thought  the  RMs  were  hot 
belore,  wait  'til  you  ride  these 
new  screamers.  From  conical 
front  hub  to  the  full  floating  rear 
brake,  these  bikes  have  been 
entirely  re-designed.  They're  taller, 
lighter  and  quicker  than  ever 
In  fad,  except  for  the  exotic  metals 
used  in  G.P.  machines,  the 
new  RMs  are  almost  identical  to  the 
works  bikes. 


Team  Suzuki  Look. 

First  thing  you  notice  about  these 
machines  is  the  G.P  styling.  For 
instance,  note  the  new  works- 
styled  tank  which  allows  the  rider 
to  shift  his  weight  farther  forward 
for  better  control. 


More  ■Ravel.  All  three  bikes  z 
boast  more  than  1 1  inches  of 
travel— front  and  rear!  And  eacM 
of  these  long-legged  power- 
houses can  be  dialed  in  for  any 
track.  Front  air  forks  are  infinitelv^ 
adjustable.  In  back,  the 
improved  box-type  'mj/^ 
aluminum  sv>/ing  arm  uses 
forward  mounted  gas/oil 
reservoir  shocks  which  offer 
2 -position  adjustable  damping 
and  3-way  adjustable  spring 
load  settings. 


^Alghty. 


Wider  Power  Band.  This 
year's  Power  Reed^"  mill  delivers 
more  'oomph'  throughout  the 


total  speed  range.  RM-125  uses  a 
6-speed  gearbox  while  the  250 
and  400  come  with  a  5-speed. 

The  Works.  Everywhere  you 
look  on  these  machines,  you'll 
find  works  equipment.  Witness: 
Heavy  duty  chain  tensioner  Mag- 
nesium brake  panels  and  engine 
side  covers.  Aluminum  alloy  rims. 
G.P  number  plate  and  cable 
guide.  And  so  it  goes. 


It  all  this  sounds  like  Suzuki  is 
out  to  dominate  the  MX  wars  with 
these  weapons,  well,  you're  hear- 
ing right. 

Now  you  know  why  the  RMs 
are  the  leading  performers  on 
the  world's  MX  stages. 


Yoshimara  Suzuki 
GSJOOO  Super  bike 


Look  carefully  at  a  competitive  Super- 
bike  Production  motorcycle  and 
you'll  see  that  it  is  much  farther 
removed  from  its  stock  street  origins  than 
first  glance  would  indicate.  It  has  to  be, 
considering  that  the  bikes  reach  speeds 
above  150  mph,  corner  hard  enough  to 
drag  engine  cases  on  both  sides,  and  brake 
with  enough  violence  to  lift  the  rear  wheel 
at  comer  entrances.  Still,  just  how  much 
different  these  street  bikes-tumed-racers 
really  are  isn't  apparent  until  you  take  one 
apart  piece  by  piece,  asking  questions  all 
the  way. 

That's  what  we  did  with  the  Yoshimura 
R&D  of  America  Suzuki  GSIOOO  Super- 
bike.  It  is  obvious  that  the  bike  is  potent. 
The  Yoshimuras  entered  it  in  five  AMA 
Superbike  Production  races  in  1978;  the 
Suzuki  led  all  five  and  won  three,  with  one 
dnf  due  to  an  oil  cooler  failure  and  another 
dnf  when  the  sprocket  bolts  pulled  out  of 
the  rear  wheel.  The  bike  is  the  fastest 
machine  in  the  class  and  handles  well 
enough  to  run  away  from  the  competition 
at  twisty  Sears  Point,  the  toughest  track  on 
the  AMA  circuit. 

After  two  days  of  test  riding  and  discus- 
sion of  the  Yoshimura  GSIOOO  with  Pops 
and  Fujio  Yoshimura  and  chief  racing 
mechanic  Suehiro  Watanabe,  we  took  the 
bike  back  to  Cycle  WorW's  offices  and 
dismantled  it  for  photography  and  further 
inspection.  What  follows  is  what  we 
learned: 

Pops  Yoshimura  believes  in  extensive 
cylinder  head  porting  and  polishing.  In 
finished  form,  his  ports  look  more  like 
modern  art  than  a  hunk  of  machinery.  A 
view  into  a  port  reveals  flowing  lines  and 
delicate  shading  patterns  as  light  swirls 
onto  the  shimmering  metal.  The  object  is 
to  remove  flow-reducing  rough  cast  sur- 
faces and  edges  and  straighten  out  curved 
sections.  Yoshimura  points  out  that  at 
10,000  rpm,  the  cylinder  must  be  filled 
with  a  gas/air  mixture  in  just  0.012  sec- 
onds, or  83.3  times  per  second.  Intake  port 
mixture  velocity  reaches  more  than  280 
mph.  Every  turbulence-producing  port  de- 
fect effectively  reduces  the  port  area  and 
decreases  flow,  and  at  high-rpm/high- 
port-velocity.  small  defects  are  significant. 

In  his  quest  for  maximum  flow  (and 
power).  Pops  increased  the  size  of  the 
valves.  A  stock  GSIOOO  has  38mm  intake 
valves  and  32mm  exhaust  valves;  the 
Yoshimura  GSIOOO,  39mm  intake  and 
34mm  exhaust.  Total  valve  area  is  thus 
increased  8.5  percent.  Each  valve  is  shaped 
for  better  flow  at  the  tulip  area.  Valve  face 
angle  is  a  conventional  45°.  Stellite  is 
welded  onto  the  valve  face  and  stem  tip  for 
hardness,  while  an  overall  nitride  treat- 
ment reduces  stem  friction  within  the 

eS/CYCLE  WORLD 


by  John  Ulrich 


Yoshimura  nickel-bronze  valve  guides. 
Again  in  the  interests  of  maximum  flow, 
valve  stem  diameter  is  reduced  0.4mm, 
from  7mm  to  6.6mm— the  narrower  stem 
takes  up  less  room  in  the  port  and  allows 
better  flow. 

Heavy-duty  valve  spring.s.  anodized  alu- 
minum retainers  and  special  titanium 
keepers  dimensionaily  identical  to  Honda 
keepers  from  the  original  CB750  (which 
are  larger  and  shaped  differently  than  the 
stock  Suzuki  keepers)  replace  the  standard 
parts.  Instead  of  the  stock  valve  buckets 
with  large  adjustment  shims  riding  be- 
tween bucket  and  cam  lobe,  the  Suzuki 
Superbike  uses  lightweight  Yoshimura  rac- 
ing buckets  with  small  adjustment  shims 
located  underneath.  Radical  camshafts 
tend  to  kick  out  stock  shims  at  very  high 
rpm,  usually  destroying  the  cylinder  head 
in  the  process.  That  isn't  a  problem  with 
the  shim  moved  underneath  the  bucket. 
What's  more,  in  combination  with  the 
other  racing  parts,  the  lighter  buckets  help 
reduce  valve  train  weight  by  40  percent. 

Yoshimura's  own  ductile  cast  iron  billet 
camshafts  are  ground,  heat  treated  and 
coated  for  compatibility  with  the  racing 
valve  buckets.  Measured  at  1mm  valve  lift 
(including  0.005  in.  running  clearance), 
the  intake  opens  26°  BTDC  and  closes  56° 
ABDC,  while  exhaust  opens  56°  BBDC. 
and  closes  26°  ATDC.  Intake  lift  is 
10.4mm,  exhaust  lift  9.7mm. 

Stock  Suzuki  cam  sprockets  are  used, 
but  the  rubber  dampers  are  removed  and 
the  bolt  holes  slotted  to  allow  more  precise 
cam  timing. 


133  horsepower  with  reliability  for  en- 
durance races  lives  inside  the  997cc 
Yoshimura  GS1000  engine. 


Cam  chain  problems  plagued  the  Yosh 
mura  Suzuki  early  in  the  1978  season,  an 
it  took  time  to  come  up  with  a  cure.  TY 
race  motor  is  capable  of  violently  changir 
speeds,  both  accelerating  and  deceleratin 
creating  waves  in  the  roller  cam  chaii 
which  can  slightly  alter  the  cam  timing  an 
send  the  valves  crashing  into  the  piston 
Modifying  the  stock  automatic  cam  chai 
tensioner— which  would  back  out  and  r 
lease  tension  at  speeds  above  10,000  rpm 
didn't  help,  even  though  a  similar  modil 
cation  made  to  the  YQshimura  944« 
GS750  Superbike  had  kept  the  cam  cha: 
under  control.  Unlike  the  GS750,  tl 
GS1(X)0  doesn't  have  a  cam  chain  idh 
roller  between  the  cams,  so  the  Yoshimun 
welded  aluminum  plates  to  the  cylindi 
head,  machined  them  flat  and  installed 
stock  GS750  idler  roller  in  the  GSI0( 
head.  The  change  required  use  of  a  CSlt 
cam  cover. 

That  modification  seemed  to  work  : 
Superbike  Production  sprint  races,  but  tl 
problem  still  surfaced  in  long  enduram 
events.  At  the  1978  AFM  Six-hour,  tl 
Yoshimura  team  was  in  contention  for  tl 
win  when  the  GS 1000  dropped  its  valves 
the  fourth  hour,  again  due  to  slack  in  tl 
cam  chain. 

The  Yoshimuras  found  that  the  cai 
chain  side  plates  wore  into  the  Suzuki 
locked-in-place  tensioner  slippers,  redu 
ing  tension  as  the  rubber  was  ground  c, 
and  the  cam  chain  smoothed.  So  the  m, 
chanics  polished  the  outside  of  the  c^ 
chain  link  plates  with  a  buffer  wheel  ai 
abrasive  to  remove  the  burrs  normal 
present  after  the  side  plates  are  stamp! 
out.  Careful  and  thorough  cleaning 
solvent  afterwards  removed  abrasive  s( 
on  the  chain. 

The  next  step  was  to  modify  the  lo 
slipper  which  controls  the  cam  chaii 
forward  descent  from  exhaust  cam 
crankshaft.  After  machining  on  each  sJ 
of  the  face,  the  slipper  only  contacted  t 
cam  chain  on  the  chain  rollers,  not  the  si 
plates.  I 

But  the  modifications  to  the  tensioi 
system  that  finally  gave  the  Yoshimi 
Suzuki  enough  reliability  to  finish— a 
win— endurance  races  came  in  the  form 
a  Kawasaki  KZIOOO  idler  wheel,  fitted  ii 
the  cylinder  head  below  the  intake  ca 
With  that  second  roller  in  place  and  j 
standard  rear  slipper  tensioner  shorten^ 
machined  on  the  edges  (like  the  fi^ 
slipper)  and  locked  in  place,  the  cam  chj 
was  steady  and  system  wear  wasn't  a  pr 
lem.  To  accommodate  the  extra  rollers, 
Yoshimura  racing  cam  chain  used  is  ' 
link  longer  than  the  stock  cam  chain, 
links  versus  the  standard  60. 

The  Yoshimuras  use  1 1.5: 1  compress 

C^i^j .  J  .1-  -  ,  ;dte 
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i^iy  liuiiepowei  Was  Easy  for  Pops  and  rujjo, 
iui  Reliability  and  Handling  ^ 
Agonizing  Bit.  Here's 


I  tio.  standard-bore  (70iiim).  pressure  cast. 
»\/o-ring  pistons  with  Hat  tops,  narrow 
I  uish  bands  and  cut-away  slipper  skirts. 
L'cordipg  to  Fujio  Yoshimura.  the  cast 
ston  expands  more  evenly  than  a  forged 
i4)n  and  weighs  less.  (The  Yoshimura 
Inn  weighs  8.0  o/...  compared  to  7.5  oz. 
r  a  stock  Suzuki  piston  and  8.5  for  a 
iding  standard-bore  forged  piston).  Be- 
use  the  expansion  is  small  and  even, 
ijio  says,  it  is  possible  to  use  very  small 
lon-to-cylinder  tolerances  (0.0015  in.) 
J  minimize  blowby  and  oil  consumption 
spue  of  the  two-ring  design.  The  slipper 
ton-skirt  design  results  in  less  contact 
a  and  less  friction  generated.  The  com- 
ssii>n  ring  is  hard-chromed  cast  iron, 
ch  wrist  pin  is  nitrided  to  prevent  seizure 
h  the  connecting  rod  small  end.  and 
ndard  circlips  are  u.sed. 
A  hile  manufacturers  of  forged  racing 
Inns  ma\  disagree  with  the  Yoshimura "s 


while  man\  forged  pistons  are  run  at  rec- 
ommended clearances  as  small  as  ihe 
Yoshimura 's  0.tX)l5  in.  no  one  can  argue 
the  fact  that  the  Yoshimura  pistons  work 
well  and  hnish  races. 

The  head  gasket  used  in  the  Yoshimura 
Superbike  is  a  standard  Suzuki  part.  The 
Yoshimuras  prefer  the  standard  gasket  be- 
cause it  is  flexible  enough  to  move  with 
expanding  cylinders  and  cylinder  heads, 
while  they  believe  that  solid  copper  racing 
head  gaskets  are  too  inflexible  and  may 
lead  to  gas  or  oil  leaks.  The  Yoshimura 
mechanics  don't  u.se  any  sealers  on  head 
gaskets. 

Worry  about  matching  expansion  rates 
of  the  crankcases.  cylinders  and  cylinder 
head  aLso  motivates  the  Yoshimura  prac- 
tice of  retaining  the  standard  Suzuki  cylin- 
der studs.  Pops  feels  that  the  rigidity  and 
extreme  torque  applied  to  heavy-duty  af-> 
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Wes  Cooley  (34)  and  the  Yoshimura  GS1000  lead  the  first  lap  at  1978  Laguna  Seca.  with 
Yoshimura  machines  one-two-three. 


termarket  cylinder  studs  can  damage 
crankcases  at  worst,  and  hinder  normal 
expansion  at  best. 

The  stock  Suzuki  crankshaft  is  pressed 
together,  with  five  roller  main  bearings  and 
one  ball  bearing  to  take  up  lateral  thrust. 
Built-up  crankshafts  are  reliable  in  stan- 
dard machines,  but  the  pressed-together 
pieces  often  slip  out  of  alignment  at  ex- 
traordinary rpm.  The  most  common  cure  is 
to  weld  the  crank  pieces  at  the  pressed- 
together  joints.  But  according  to  Fujio 
Yoshimura.  welding  the  crankshafts  can 
alter  the  heat  treating  and  make  the  parts 
brittle  in  the  area  around  the  weld,  as  well 
as  theoretically  affecting  crankshaft  bal- 
ance. Thus  one  might  expect  that  when  the 
Yoshimuras  faced  crank  slip  problems 
early-on  during  development  of  their 
GSIOOO,  they  would  solve  the  problems  in 
a  novel  way. 

They  did.  The  crankshafts  used  in 
Yoshimura  Suzukis  are  built  up  of  stock 
Suzuki  parts,  but  are  specially  assembled 
at  the  Suzuki  factory.  In  that  assembly,  the 
male  crankshaft  parts  are  dipped  in  Suzuki 
Super  Lock  (Suzuki's  brand  name  for  a 


Forlfs  are  adjustable  in  four  ways  for  almost 
infinite  combinations.  Discs  are  drilled 
stockers  with  Lockheed  calipers. 
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strong  glue  which  hardens  only  in  the 
complete  absence  of  air),  before  being 
pressed  together  to  a  tolerance  of  less  than 
0.0012  in.  That  fix  ended  Yoshimura 
crankshaft  troubles. 

The  one  exception  to  the  "stock  parts" 
statement  above  is  the  number  one  cylin- 
der crankshaft  counterbalancer  and  alter- 
nator taper.  The  Suzuki  cranks  used  by 
Yoshimura  are  made  with  a  .75-in.  shorter 
taper  to  work  with  a  magneto.  That  allows 
the  alternator  cover  to  be  shortened  and 
beveled,  the  result  being  improved  left  side 
cornering  clearance. 

Once  the  assembled  cranks  are  received 
from  the  factory.  Pops  polishes  the  coun- 
terweights and  connecting  rods,  being 
careful  not  to  change  the  balance,  then 
removes  all  traces  of  abrasives. 

Besides  the  cam  chain  and  crankshaft 
difficulties,  the  Yoshimuras  also  faced 
clutch  problems  of  various  sorts.  The  first 
modification  was  to  install  heavy-duty  rac- 
ing clutch  springs.  According  to  Fujio.  the 
GSlOOO's  clutch  hub  wouldn't  have  lasted 
another  lap  at  Daytona  in  1978.  the  bike's 
first  victory.  The  extra  loads  imposed  by 
the  racing  motor  would  shear  off  the  rivets 
holding  the  clutch  basket  to  the  clutch 
drive  gear.  Two  things  were  done:  The 
clutch  hub  securing  rivets  were  increased 
in  size  and  strength,  and  six  heavy-duty 
damper  springs  replaced  the  stock  com- 
bination of  three  heavy  and  three  light 
damper  springs. 

There  were  other  problems.  Clutch 
plates  slipped,  warped,  broke.  The  steel 
driven  plates  beat  grooves  into  the  alumi- 
num clutch  hub  teeth,  and  with  the  plates 
imbedded  into  the  clutch  hub,  the  clutch 
wouldn't  disengage.  At  Sears  Point,  the 
clutch  lasted  on  Wes  Cooley 's  Suzuki,  but 
failed  on  Ron  Pierce's  GSlOiOO  while  he  led 
his  heat  race.  Cooley  led  the  final  until  the 
rear  sprocket  bolts  pulled  out  of  the  Morris 
magnesium  rear  wheel  hub.  putting 
Cooley  out  with  just  three  laps  to  go. 

The  Yoshimuras  installed  a  Suzuki  five- 
spoke  WM-6  magnesium  rear  wheel  origi- 
nally made  for  Barry  Sheene's  Suzuki 


RG500.  The  Suzuki  wheel  has  mot 
sprocket  mounting  bolts— a  total  of  seven 
spread  on  a  larger  diameter  mountin 
circle  than  the  Morris  wheel  and  has 
cushdrive  as  well.  With  the  new  whe< 
mounted,  the  Tsubaki  #630  drive  chai 
wouldn't  clear  the  rear  tire  (a  Goodyei 
DI997  3.75-18  slick),  so  the  left  edge  of  th 
tire  had  to  be  trimmed  slightly  with  a  raze 
blade.  For  1979,  the  Yoshimura  Suzuki 
rear  wheel  sprocket  carrier  was  shimme 
to  allow  greater  chain/tire  clearance. 

While  the  new  wheel  assembly  cnde 
rear  hub  failures,  clutch  problems  rt 
mained  with  the  Yoshimuras  to  one  degre 
or  another  until  the  day  before  the  Suzuk 
Eight-Hour  endurance  race  in  Japan.  . 
week  of  testing  yielded  nothing  but  disaf 
pointment  and  doubt  that  the  bike  coul 
finish  an  endurance  event.  Finally,  Suzul 
engineers  built  a  clutch  hub  out  of  stee 
instead  of  aluminum,  and  produced  a  fe 
sets  of  special  clutch  plates.  The  trie 
plates— developed  for  use  in  an  RG500  di 
clutch— are  coated  with  paper-fiber  frit 
tion  material,  and  engagement  tangs  ai 
formed  by  folding-over  tabs  cut  thinnt 
than  the  plate  itself.  (Stock  tangs  are  th 
same  thickness  as  the  plate,  and  are  solid 
The  folded  tangs  have  a  little  give  to  wot 
as  dampers. 

Those  two  modifications  carried  the  da 
for  the  Yoshimura  Suzuki,  which  won  th 
endurance  race  at  Suzuka  and  returned  I 
the  U.S.  to  win  at  Laguna  Seca  withoi 
clutch  incident  either  time. 

From  the  clutch,  the  GSl(XX)'s  power 
directed  through  a  Yoshimura  close-rat: 
transmission  with  chrome-moly  allc 
gears.  Gear  teeth  are  polish-ground  b 
cause  the  hard  material  is  too  tough  fi 
machine  tools.  Standard  transmissions  a 
machined  by  gear  cutters.  Gear  dogs  a 
undercut  for  more  positive  engagemer 
and  all  tolerances  are  minimal  to  avo 
gear  slop  or  drive-line  snatch.  Intern 
ratios  are  33/17  (1.941:1)  in  first:  30/: 
(1.500::)  in  second;  28/23  (1.217:1) 
third:  26/25  ( 1 .040: 1 )  in  fourth;  and  25/ 
(0.960:1)  in  fifth.  The  retail  price  of  t 
transmission  alone  is  $850. 

Carburetors  are  31mm  aluminum-bo 
Keihin  CRs.  Made  for  racing,  the  CR  cat 
have  smooth  bores  to  eliminate  turbuler 
caused  by  the  protruding  jets  and  fittir 
present  in  standard  carburetors.  Such  ti 
bulence  can  reduce  the  effective  diame 
of  a  carburetor  throat.  Because  the  CRs ; 
designed  for  racing  use  only,  the  engine 
who  built  them  were  not  concerned  w 
operation  at  less  than  half-throttle.  Wh 
a  slow-speed  circuit  is  present  in  the  c 
buretor  bodies,  there  isn't  an  idle  circi 
Besides  the  large  nominal  size  and  smoi 
bore,  the  CRs  have  good  needle  and  m 
jet  accessibility  for  fast  changes  at 
racetrack— a  mechanic  can  rejet  the  ca 
without  removing  them  from  the  motoi 
cle. 

The  4-into-l  exhaust  system  is  ha 
bent  because  a  pipe  made  by  hand  can 
built  to  more  precise  dimensions  w 
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smoother  bends-and  thus  better  exhaust 
flow— than  a  machine-bent  pipe.  The 
Yoshimuras  fit  different  pipes  for  different 
kinds  of  racetracks.  Longer  head  pipes 
produce  more  low-end  and  mid-range 
power  for  shorter  and  tighter  tracks  like 
Sears  Point,  Laguna  Seca  and  Loudon. 
Shorter  head  pipes  deliver  more  top-end 
power  and  speed  for  fast  tracks  like 
Daytona  and  Pocono.  The  tail  section  re- 
mains unchanged  at  all  tracks.  The  entire 
exhaust  system  is  tucked  in  so  well  that  it 
has  survived  crashes  without  damage, 
which  can  mean  one  less  thing  to  fix  if  the 
bike  is  crashed  in  a  heat  race  or  practice 
before  the  main  event. 

The  Kokusan  Denki  CD!  ignition  sys- 
tem is  powered  by  a  magneto  mounted  on 
the  left  side  of  the  crankshaft.  A  magnet- 
ically-triggered pulsar  on  the  right  side  of 
the  crank  is  connected  to  a  black  box 
which  calculates  advance  and  triggers 
Kokusan  Denki  coils,  which  produce 


Yoshimura  favors  highly-polished  cylinder 
heads.  This  is  an  exhaust  port. 

30.000  volts  throughout  the  rpm  range  and 
which  will  fire  across  plug  gaps  of  up  to 
0.060  in.  The  pulsar  is  protected  by  the 
stock  points  cover,  which  is  extensively 


drilled  to  admit  cooling  air— the  pulsa 
must  be  kept  cool  to  maintain  signal  ac 
curacy.  Ignition  timing  starts  at  14.5 
BTDC  at  500  rpm.  advancing  to  20°  a 
2250  rpm.  29.5°  at  3000  rpm.  36°  at  500 
rpm.  and  37°  at  7000  rpm.  which  is  th 
point  of  full  advance.  The  bike  is  fitte 
with  ND  3 1  LPT  racing  spark  plugs  fc 
warm-up  and  racing  at  all  tracks,  with  gap 
.set  at  0.035  0.040  in. 

All  told,  the  modifications  made  h 
Yoshimura  increase  the  GSIOOO's  powe 
output  to  133.54  bhp  at  10.000  rpm  an 
76.64  ft.  lb.  of  torque  at  8000  rpm.  mey 
sured  at  the  countershaft  sprocket  on  th 
Yoshimura  R&D  dyno.  Output  reading 
on  one  dyno  may  not  match  those  achieve 
on  another  dyno.  What  is  important  is  thi 
the  engine  makes  more  power  than  i 
competition,  is  plenty  fast  enough  to  wi 
races,  is  capable  of  lasting  long  enough  t 
reach  victory  circle. 

As  expected,  all  that  power  produces 
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The  Startling  Story  of  Pops  Yoshimura 


t  that  time,  I  was  crazy,"  said  Hideo 
"Pops"  Yoshimura.  talking  about 
his  days  as  a  Japanese  Navy 
flight  engineer  during  World  War  U.  His 
assignment  was  to  lead  young  kamakazi 
pilots— who  knew  little  more  than  how  to 
take  off  and  who  couldn't  navigate- 
through  the  predawn  darkness  to  the  U.S. 
fleet  at  Okinawa. 

"The  kamakazi  pilots  followed  my  tail- 
light,"  said  Pops.  "At  Okinawa,  ships 
started  to  shoot  at  us,  and  the  kamakazi 
pilots  had  no  trouble  finding  the  ships.  We 
climbed  up  and  watched.  I  was  crazy  then. 


I  wanted  to  hit  the  big  ships." 

Pops  Yoshimura,  57,  is  the  most  success- 
ful and  well-known  independent  four- 
stroke  road-racing  tuner  in  the  world.  His 
machines  dominate  American  Superbike 
Production  races  and  his  Suzuki  GSIOOO 
last  year  won  an  important  eight-hour 
endurance  race  at  Suzuka  in  Japan.  There, 
the  Yoshimura  Suzuki  lapped  the  RGB 
Honda  of  Christian  Leon  and  Jean- 
Claude  Chemerin  at  the  two-hour  mark 
and  went  on  to  win  by  four  laps  over  the 
second  place  TZ750  of  David  Emde  and 
Isoyo  Sugimoto.  Third  was  a  Yoshimura 


KZIOOO  ridden  by  Graeme  Crosby  ai 
Tony  Hatton. 

But  if  not  for  a  few  quirks  of  fate  over: 
years  ago,  Hideo  Yoshimura's  name  mig 
now  only  mark  a  gravestone.  A  fluke  ac< 
dent  kept  Hideo  from  being  sent  lo  Pa 
Harbor  after  his  graduation  from  pilo 
ground  school  at  age  17.  His  parachu 
failed  to  open  until  he  was  very  clo.se  to  tl 
ground  in  a  training  Jump,  and  mjuri 
from  the  impact  ended  his  chance: 
getting  a  pilot's  license. 

Hideo  decided  to  become  a  flight 
gineer  instead,  a  decision  which  led  ti 
study  of  aircraft  engines.  He  receivei 
flight  engineer's  license  in  1941.  S< 
after,  Japan  was  at  war  and  young  Hid 
ended  up  flying  cargo  all  over  South 
Asia. 

"I  flew  4000  hours  during  the  war. 
Yoshimura.  "and  three  times  I  just  mil 
having  to  die.  Twice  American  P-51S 
tacked  us.  We  only  carried  pistols, 
more  time  was  bad,  bad  weather." 

In  the  closing  stages  of  the  war  Yc 
mura  escorted  kamakazis.  Fate  again  ir 
vened. 

"Every  day  I  was  flying  in  a 
bomber."  said  Yoshimura.  "Ever\  di 
scary,  much  shooting,  and  I  st.irte< 
drink.  I  cannot  drink  now.  but  then  I  m 
heavy  drunkard  every  day.  My  ston 
went  bad.  I  spit  blood.  Two  months  be 
the  end  of  the  war.  I  went  into  the  hos 
for  an  operation.  That  two  month.s  I  d 
fly,  most  of  my  friends  were  shot  dow 
American  planes." 

The  war  ended  and  Americans  occu 
Japan.  Yoshimura  stayed  home  in  Fu 
ka  City,  Kyushu  Island,  and  learned  a 
English.  "Living  was  very  hard,"  he 
"No  food.  I  started  communicating 
GIs,  and  GIs  bring  food,  some  fis 
something.  I  make  big  trouble." 


Illustrallon  by  Ron  PI 


of  extra  heat,  and  extraordinary  mea- 
res  are  necessary  to  keep  the  engine  from 
Hting  into  a  pile  of  slag.  The  engine 
>es.  cylinders,  cylinder  head  and  cam 
k'er  are  all  treated  with  Kal-Gard.  a  grey- 
ick  coaling  originally  developed  to  pro- 
t  weapons  carried  by  underwater  demo- 
on  crews  from  the  eHecls  of  sail  water, 
sting  showed  thai  the  material  could  be 
;d  for  other  things,  including  increasing 
gine  heat  di.ssipation. 
Blasting  the  parts  with  aluminum  oxide 
.reases  surface  area  five  limes,  an  in- 
:ase  visible  only  under  niagnilicalion. 
le  Kal-Gard  coating,  which  is  only 
)003  in.  thick  after  spray  application  and 
king,  follows  the  microscopic  contours 
:ated  in  the  metal  by  the  aluminum 
ide  blasting.  The  coating  helps  dissipate 
at  into  the  surrounding  air  or  airstream. 
using  a  typical  engine  to  run  15  percent 
aler.  Only  external  surfaces  are  coated 
d  Irealment  of  a  .lapancsc  Four  runs 


Combustion  chambers,  ports,  valve  guides 
are  reshaped  and  polished  to  a  mirror  finish. 
Drilled  holes  increase  cooling  air  circulation, 
eliminate  dead  air  pockets. 


about  $95. 

Yoshimura's  efforts  to  keep  the  engine 
cool  involved  much  more  than  engine 
coating.  The  air  passages  present  between 
the  stock  cylinder  bores  are  hogged  out  for 
more  air  flow:  ^/s-in.  holes  are  drilled 
through  cylinder  and  cylinder  head  fins  to 
eliminate  stagnant  air  pockets  between  fins 
and  to  induce  cooling  air  turbulence:  and 
holes  are  drilled  into  the  cylinder  head 
around  each  spark  plug  to  increase  the 
surface  area  available  for  heat  radiance. 
An  all-aluminum  ND  oil  cooler  rubber- 
mounted  on  the  front  frame  downtubes  is 
fed  by  a  full-tlow  Yoshimura  fitting  which 
replaces  the  stock  oil  pressure  .sender  unit 
plate  and  diverts  the  oil  flow.  The  ND 
cooler  was  fitted  with  16mm  o.d.  rubber 
hose  for  1978.  but  AMA  rules  require 
braided  stainless  steel  lines  and  fittings  for 
1979.  Harly  last  year,  the  Yoshimura  bikes 
all  ran  coolers  from  Earl's  Supply  with 
stainless  steel  lines.  Al'ter  cooler  failures  at  > 


3shimura  was  nicknamed  "Pops"  by 
:rican  soldiers,  and  he  founded  a 
ving  black  market  business— which 
:d  with  a  six-month  jail  term.  Describ- 
ihe  intervening  years  as  being  empty. 
?55  Pops  opened  a  foreign  motorcycle 
ership  carrying  BSA,  BMW  and  Vin- 
.  Most  of  his  customers  were  GIs. 
)on  road  races  were  being  held  on  the 
ss  roads  around  a  nearby  airbase.  and 
>  started  hopping  up  machines.  British 
s  won  most  of  the  races  until  Honda 
)duced  the  CB72  and  CB77. 
londa  Super  Hawks  beat  the  other 
s,"  said  Pops,  "and  GIs  bought  Hon- 
For  eight  years,  1957  to  1965.  we  raced 
lat  airbase." 

londa  was  already  involved  in  GP  races 
the  rest  of  Japan  knew  nothing  of  the 
ng  on  Kyushu  Island.  When  Honda 
t  Suzuka  circuit  and  hosted  the  first 
uka  18-hour  endurance  race,  no  one 
1  attention  to  the  Yoshimura  team  .  .  . 

S practice.  Yoshimura  bikes  qualified 
St  and  ran  one-two  in  the  race  until  the 
id  bike  broke.  The  leading  Yoshimura 
|.iine  won. 

iVe  beat  Honda  R&D  team  and  Ya- 
a  team,"  said  Pops.  "We  beat  them 

ie  result  was  that  Honda  hired  Pops  to 
d  machines  for  domestic  races,  in 
h  entries  were  limited  to  production- 
d  motorcycles. 

|ore  than  winning  races  in  Japan.  Pops 
earning  a  name  overseas.  Soldiers 
ned  home  from  duty  in  Japan  with 
imura  Hondas  and  parts.  Late  in 

the  Yoshimuras  sold— through  a  for- 
Gl-a  Honda  750  racing  engine  to  a 
linent  Honda  dealer  who  sponsored 

Fisher.  At  Daytona  in  1971.  Fisher 
mil  the  cam  chain  broke. 

a  frustrating  year  foL.€l?.ll£LSfld^ 


Fujio  Yoshimura.  Pops"  son.  who  had  come 
over  as  a  mechanic.  Cam  chain  failures 
plagued  the  bike.  Meanwhile,  back  in 
Japan.  Pops  decided  to  try  a  four-into-one 
exhaust  system— like  that  used  on  his  rac- 
ing SOOcc  Honda  sports  cars-on  a  motor- 
cycle. When  he  showed  up  for  the  250-mile 
dntario  race  late  in  1971.  he  brought  a 
collector  system  with  him. 

"I  was  the  first  in  the  world  to  put  a  4- 
into-l  on  a  motorcycle."  explained  Pops. 
"The  next  year.  4-into-l  pipes  were  every- 
where." 

At  Daytona  in  1972.  Fisher  led  1 1  laps, 
until  the  oil  tank  cracked  and  sprung  a 
leak. 

Soon  after,  the  Yoshimuras  opened 
Yoshimura  Racing  in  the  United  States 
with  some  American  partners.  Within 
three  years  the  arrangement  fell  apart  due 
to  disagreements  over  how  to  spend  in- 
come—on inventory  and  assets  or  on  fancy 
cars  and  on  lavish  racing  expeditions.  The 
Yoshimuras  set  out  on  their  own.  establish- 
ing Yoshimura  R&D  of  America  in  1975. 

"I  lost  everything,"  said  Pops  of  the 
breakup.  "They  refused  to  pay  me." 

Without  the  Yoshimuras,  Yoshimura 
Racing  went  bankrupt.  One  of  the  Ameri- 
can partners  later  stood  trial  for  U.S. 
Customs  violations,  with  Pops  and  Fujio 
testifying  as  witnesses. 

Fujio's  visa  expired,  and  it  was  up  to 
Pops  to  get  Yoshimura  R&D  on  its  feet.  He 
often  worked  around  the  clock  with  no  rest 
and  little  sleep.  "We  had  no  money,"  said 
Pops.  "That  first  one  and  half  years  I  take 
care  of  everything,  build  up  company. 
That's  loo  hard.  Finally.  Fujio  came  over 
in  November.  1976." 

The  Yoshimuras  struggled  along,  racing 
Superbike  Production  in  America  with  an 
ungodly-fast,  ill-handling  Z-1  that  kept 
trying  to  throw  rider  Wes  Cooley.  To  make 


things  worse,  about  six  weeks  before 
Daytona,  1977.  Pbps  was  seriously  burned 
in  a  dyno-room  fire.  While  Pops  recovered 
in  the  hospital,  Fujio  took  over  direction  o 
race  preparation,  which  resulted  in  Cooley 
setting  the  highest  top  speed  in  pre-rao 
practice  at  Daytona.  Cooley  led  several] 
laps  of  the  final,  but  ended  up  third.  The 
bike  wobbled  so  badly  that  Cooley 's  feet 
flew  off  the  pegs  every  lap.  It  was  worse  at 
Loudon.  Thinking  another  rider  could 
ovea'ome  the  problems.  Fujio  hired  Steve 
McLaughlin  to  ride  at  Sears  Point.  There. 
McLaughlin  retired  after  the  bike's  tank- 
slapping  threw  his  knee  into— and  broke 
off— a  spark  plug  cap.  The  Yoshimuras 
gave  Cooley  the  Kawasaki  again  and  built 
a  944cc  Suzuki  GS750  for  McLaughlin  to| 
ride  at  Laguna  Seca. 

McLaughlin  won  at  Laguna  Seca  and 
led  at  Riverside  until  the  Suzuki's  clutch 
hub  sheared,  leaving  victory  to  Cooley. 
McLaughlin,  on  a  new  Yoshimura 
GSIOOO.  battled  Cooley  for  the  Daylona 
1978  Superbike  lead  until  Cooky's  bike's 
oil  cooler  broke.  McLaughlin  won.  but  was 
fired  from  the  team  in  a  contractual  dis- 
pute. John  Bettencourt  won  at  Loudon  on 
another  Yoshimura  944cc  GS750.  after 
early-leader  Cooley— this  time  on  the, 
GSIOOO— was  again  sidelined  by  an  oil 
cooler  leak.  At  Sears  Point.  Cooley  led  for 
13  of  16  laps,  until  the  sprocket  bolts 
pulled  out  of  the  rear  wheel.  Cooley  won  at 
Pocono  on  the  GSIOOO.  defeating  Mike 
Baldwin,  who  rode  an  Isle  of  Man  Replica 
Ducati:  and  again  at  Laguna  Seca,  beating 
Paul  Ritter's  905cc  Ducati  Desmo. 

Basking  in  the  glory  from  his  Superbike 
victories  and  from  beating  the  factory 
Honda  RCBs  at  Suzuka.  Hideo  Yoshimura 
has  come  a  long  way  from  the  days  when 
he  wanted  to  crash  into  the  big  ships.  B 

—John  Ulrich 
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/  finer  accessories  for 
'  Man  &  Machine  from 
tite  world's  no.^  supplier 


For  our  new  260+  page  catalog,  send  $6.00  (refundable  on  first  purchase  of  $50.00  or  more)  to  Drag  Spec 


f  our  9,000  dealers  worldwide.  DRAG  SPECIALTIES  CORP.,  P.O.  Box  9336,  Minneapolis,  MN  55440.  Dept.  CW 


Valves  are  oversize  with  undersize  stems,  shaped  and  polished.    Yoshimura  cast  piston  has  high  dome,  narrow  squish  band  and  two  rirr^ 


Daylona  (on  Ihc  ^bsliiimiia  Kawasaki) 
and  I.Diidon  (dii  the  GSIUOO).  the  chaniic 
was  made  to  the  ND  cooler  and  rubber 
lines. 

I  he  switch  to  rubber  hnes  was  made  at 
the  same  time  as  the  changeover  to  the  ND 
cooler  because  that's  what  the  NI)  ci>oler 


was  designed  to  accept.  I  he  N'oshinuiras 
don't  kiiovv  if  the  more  rigid  stainless  steel 
lines  had  anything  to  do  with  the  earlier 
failures  of  Farl's  Supply  coolers.  Cooler 
mounting  position  could  have  intluenced 
the  Cailures.  since  the  coolers  were 
mounted  to  the  lower  fork  triple  clamp  on 


each  bike  at  Daytona  and  Loudon,  an 
moved  back  into  the  more  protected  fran 
position  after  those  dnfs.  Coolers  mount.) 
on  triple  clamps  are  \  ulnerable  to  damai 
from  small  stones  kicked  up  b\  other  biko; 

The  ND  cooler  was  obtained  for  tl 
^oshimuras  b\  the  Su/uki  faclorv.  and! 


WW  atching.  reading  about  or  even 
'discussing  the  Yoshimura  R&D 
of  America  Suzuki  GS 1000  Super- 
bike  with  its  creators  is  one  thing. 
Riding  it  is  another. 
I  had  already  sampled  the  bike's  fore- 
runner late  in  1977,  when  I  entered  a  club 
race  at  Ontario  Motor  Speedway  to  test  the 
Yoshimura  944cc  GS750  used  by  Steve 
McLaughlin  to  win  Laguna  Seca  that  year. 
The  power  was  overwhelming;  the  stable, 
neutral  handling  amazing:  the  combina- 
tion devastating.  The  bike  hammered 
home  the  influence  that  machinery  has  on 
lap  times.  After  two  practice  sessions  and 
an  Open  GP  third  place  behind  the 
TZ750s  of  Steve  McLaughlin  and  Roberto 
Pietri.  I  wheeled  the  GS750  back  into  the 
pits  to  find  Pops,  clipboard  and  stop- 
watches in  hand,  grinning  ear-to-ear. 

"John  Ulrich  go  crazy."  said  Pops.  "You 
go  2:10  lap  time.  First,  2:12,  then  2:11, 
finally  2: 10.76.  You  go  crazy." 

The  Superbike  Production  lap  record  at 
the  time  was  2:08.9,  held  by  cla.ss  cham- 
pion Reg  Pridmore.  My  previous  best  lap 
had  been  a  high  2: 17. 
The  machine  was  magic. 
I  expected  more  of  the  same  from 
Yoshimura's  1978  Superbike,  a  Suzuki 
GSIOOO.  In  the  bike's  Ontario  debut. 
Cooley  lowered  the  lap  record  to  2:06.25. 
In  the  AFM  Six-Hour,  the  Yoshimura 
GSIOOO  blasted  away  from  the  944cc 
GS750  I  rode,  leavingthe  smaller  motorcy- 
cle behind  on  the  straightaways.  I  could 
hardly  wail  to  ride  the  GSIOOO. 

It  wasn't  until  the  last  club  race  of  the 


1978  season,  on  the  Riverside  NASCAR 
course,  that  I  had  a  chance  to  do  so.  I 
didn't  feel  quite  right,  not  surprising  since 
I  would  learn  two  days  later  that  what  I 
thought  was  a  bad  cold  was  actually  pneu- 
monia. With  a  st>aring  fever  and  illness- 
induced  general  weakness,  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  ride  the  bike  in  any  case. 
To  make  matters  worse,  it  was  bitterly  cold, 
the  slicks  chattered  and  the  bike  wobbled 
like  a  fiend,  oscillating  through  fast, 
bumpy  turn  one  and  also  in  turn  eight,  an 
almost-flal-out  jog  left  at  the  end  of  the 
back  straight.  Attempts  to  tune  the  suspen- 
sion and  eliminate  the  wobbling  failed 
during  the  limited  practice. 

Despite  the  problems,  there  was  no 
doubt  about  the  machine's  power.  Geared 
for  Daytona.  the  GSIOOO  pulled  10.500 
rpm  at  the  end  of  the  straight  for  an  actual 
167  mph.  The  track  dropped  onto  a  short 
straight  coming  olf  turn  six.  and  there  the 
Yoshimura  Su/uki  leapt  up  on  its 
haunches  every  lap.  seemingly  read\  to 
carry  the  front  wheel  nearly  vertical  until 
the  next  turn.  The  bike's  acceleration  was 
fearsome  in  the  lower  gears,  but  that's 
what  you  expect  from  racebikcs.  The  shat- 
tering part  was  the  way  the  machine 
gained  speed  even  in  the  higher  gears, 
making  holding  on  a  struggle  and  slam- 
ming the  rider's  butt  back  into  the  stepped 
.seat  (which  helps  the  rider  hang  on  more 
than  anybody  not  familiar  with  riding 
Superbikes  might  realize).  Make  no  mis- 
take, accelerating  up  to  167  mph  in  the 
length  of  a  Vs-mile  straightaway  is  quite  a 
rush. 


It  was  significant  how  much  betier  til 
motorcycle  handled  at  Willow  Sprinr 
when  I  met  the  Yoshimuras  for  a  privat 
test  session  after  my  recovery  from  pnes 
monia.  For  someone  with  experience  rau 
ing  Japanese  box  stock,  production  am 
Superbike  Production  class  motorcvcll 
with  very  few  rides  on  GP  bikes,  ridmg  til 
Yoshimura  Suzuki  is  like  being  in  heaven 
albeit  a  demanding  heaven,  since  til 
speeds  quickly  reached  shorten  distano 
and  make  everything  on  a  given  coun 
happen  much  faster.  The  bike  mak;! 
power  in  massive  doses,  accelerating  ban 
est  between  7000  and  the  10.500  rpm  res 
line  but  making  good  power  from  50C 
rpm  and  up.  It  isn't  peaky  at  all.  and  w/. 
charge  out  of  a  corner-or  light  up  the  re» 
tire— even  at  relatively  low  (for  a  racebiW 
revs.  Shifting  through  the  close-raiio  fiw 
speed  drops  rpm  less  than  1000  with  eat 
upshift. 

I  he  brakes  decelerate  the  motorcyo' 
more  violently  than  the  engine  accelol 
ates  it.  The  fully-tioating  rear  brake  : 
sensitive  due  to  weight  transfer  but 
far  more  controllable  than  most  rear  d  \ 
brakes. 

At  Willow,  the  bike  handled  perfecl  I 
stable  when  tapped  out  in  fifth  gear  iij  'i 
straight  line  and  steady  in  both  fast  a  i 
slow  turns.  Grabbing  too  much  of  i  1 
alway.s-available  power  at  turn  exits  set 
a  rear-end  dance  as  the  wheel  broke  tr  • 
tion  and  skipped  sideways  in  a  series 
little  steps.  Because  of  the  racing  pi  , 
beveled  alternator  cover  and  rear-set  fc  | 
pegs  the  rider  doesn't  have  to  worry  mi 
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i'ake  and  exhaust  valve  timing  is  26-56  and  56-26,  with  10.4  and  9.7mm  lift,  respectively. 
3'ake  cam  is  shown. 


Race  bike  uses  Yoshimura  buckets  with 
small  shim  located  underneath,  versus  large 
shim  on  top  of  stock  bucket. 


ni  at  Ihis  time  available  in  the  L  nilcd 
uates. 

"  Tliioiigh(iiit  1^78.  the  Vosliimiiras  used 
^0\v  C'astnil  R  (bean  oil).  Pops  piekcd  3(Kv 
Her  d\  III)  tests  showed  that  using  40\s  ci>sl 
)oi>ut  1.5  horsepower,  while  20w  didn't 
rt\c  ent>uuh  tilm  strength  for  safe  high 
i  m.  higii  stress  operation,  l  or  1979.  a  new 
j'onsorship  agreement  was  reaehed  with 
I'.'l-Ray.  and  the  Yoshimura  Superbikes 
lill  be  running  Bel-Ray  30w  Raeing 
joiorOil.  > 


Cam  chain  has  one  more  link  than  stock 
Outside  run  is  polished  to  reduce  wear  on 
tensioner  slippers. 


Rear  cam  chain  tensioner  slipper  is  short- 
ened. Front  tensioner  slipper  is  stock  length, 
but  is  machined  to  only  contact  cam  chain 
rollers,  not  sideplates. 


man  at  Willow  Springs.  ".  .  .  like  being  in  heaven,  albeit  a  demanding  heaven. " 


out  grounding  out  and  crashing.  But 
cause  the  tires  are  .so  sticky  and  w  ide  and 
p  suspension  so  dialed  in.  it  is  possible  at 
me  tracks  to  drag  the  bottom  of  the 
ernator  cover  on  the  left  and  even  the 
ttom  of  the  points  cover  on  the  right. 
Response  to  rider  input  is  excellent,  and 
in"t  hard  to  make  the  bike  turn  or  switch 
eetion  of  lean  in  left-right  turn  se- 
;nces.  If  the  rider  backs  ofl'  entering 
U  sweeping  curves  the  bike  tends  to  turn 
as  opposed  to  straightening  up. 
t*s  difficult  to  compare  the  Yoshimura 
lerbike  to  a  stt)ck  Suzuki  GSIOOO  street 


bike,  because  there  really  isn't  much  com- 
parison. A  stocker  is  relaxing  and  easy  to 
ride  in  its  natural  street  environment:  rid- 
ing a  Superbike  fast  on  the  racetrack  is 
hard  work  because  of  the  forces  involved, 
even  if  the  Superbike  being  ridden  is  the 
best  in  its  class.  It's  also  unfair  to  compare 
Yoshimura's  Suzuki  to  a  TZ750.  The 
Yoshimura  machine,  although  in  its  fin- 
ished form  isn't  much  like  a  streeter.  does 
have  its  origins  on  the  street,  a  limiting 
factor.  The  TZ75()  came  off  the  designer's 
drawing  board  destined  for  the  racetrack 
alone. 


Instead,  the  Yoshimura  Suzuki  and  all 
Superbike  Production  machines-exist  in  a 
never-never  land  between  stone  stock 
street  motorcycles  and  pure  racebikes.  In 
that  middle  category,  the  Suzuki  is  at  the 
top  of  the  heap,  a  position  not  easily 
attainable. 

When  I  rode  the  Suzuki  at  Riverside  it 
wobbled  fiercely,  yet  at  Willow  the  han- 
dling v\as  faultless.  The  Yoshimuras  be- 
lieve that  suspension  is  the  biggest  factor  in 
handling,  more  important  than  frame  or 
sw  ing  arm  bracing  or  rigidity.  Their  Super- 
bike's  suspension,  which  works  so  well 
when  properly  adjusted,  has  myriad  possi- 
ble combinations  of  air  pressure,  fork  oil 
level,  spring  rates,  damper  rates,  etc.,  etc.  It 
must  be  tuned  to  each  track  and  rider.  The 
Yoshimuras  hadn't  raced  the  GSIOOO  at 
Riverside  before  I  tried  it.  and  so  weren't 
familiar  with  the  required  suspension  set- 
tings for  that  track,  and  there  wasn't 
enough  time  during  two  shortened  prac- 
tice -sessions  to  sort  it  all  out. 

With  plenty  of  experience  from  testing 
at  Willow,  they  knew  where  to  start  with 
the  suspension  and  only  had  to  make 
minor  adjustments  for  rider  weight  and 
riding  style.  As  a  result,  the  bike  worked. 

Buying  all  the  parts  and  making  all  the 
modifications  is  obviously  only  part  of  a 
successful  Superbike.  The  most  important 
factors  are  who  puts  it  together  and  what 
they  know. 

The  most  important  ingredients  in  the 
Yoshimura  R&D  Superbike  are  named 
Pops.  Fujio  and  Suehiro. 

What  they  know  is  what  makes  it  work. 

—John  Ulrich  S 


o  by  Patrick  Behar 
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t  made  Dean  Pasch, 
;timtman  for  Captain 

Astroblitz,  fall  fourteen  stories 

before  liis  cue? 

TlieKZlOOO  Shaft. 


Dean  could  feel  the  urge  coming  as  he 
perched  high  above  the  cameras.  Far  below 
him  his  KZIOOO  Shaft  seemed  to  beckon. 

Ever  since  he  bought  the  KZIOOO  Shaft, 
touring  fever  had  got  him.  The  marriage  of  a 
shaft  drive  to  the  legendary  KZ  had  given 
birth  to  a  whole  new  machine  dedicated  to 
smoothness  and  performance.  There  were 
enough  bumpy  rides  in  a  stuntman's  life 
without  his  bike  dishing  out  more. 

Then  there  was  performance.  Of  the  kind 
you  can  only  get  from  the  lOlScc,  4-stroke,  4- 
cylinder,  DOHC  KZ  engine.  A  new  transistor 
controlled  breakerless  ignition  (no  points) 


starts  the  fires  this  year  The  new  automatic 
cam  chain  tensioner  is  one  less  thing  for  you  to 
do.  The  new  accelerator  pump  carburetor  takes 
the  hitch  out  of  your  giddyup.  There  are  drilled 
disc  brakes.  A  combination  steering  and  ignition 
lock,  and  complete  instrumentation.  Even  a 
ftiel  gauge. 

Dean's  mind  just  wasn't  on  his  work  that  day. 
And  as  he  leaned  a  little  ftirther  over  the  ledge 
to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  KZIOOO  Shaft,  its  cast 
alloy  wheels  and  classic  black  engine  and  the 
unique  graphics,  an  urge  to  ride  seemed  to  come 
from  the  motorcycle  itself. 

That's  Kawasaki.  Ready  when  you  are,C£. 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


Additional  cam  chain  idler  rollers  from  KZ1000  (left)  and  GS750  are  GS750  idler  roller  is  bolted  to  welded-on,  machined  plates  betweer 
installed  in  GS1 000  head  to  control  chain  whip.  camshafts. 


Kawasaki  idler  roller  is  precisely  located 
below  intake  cam.  Positioning  and  alignment 
are  critical. 


1979  Superbike  rules  allow  racing  carburetors.  These  are  31mm  Keihin  CR  carbs. 


Cam  chain  tensioner  is  modified  to  adjust 
manually. 
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This  fitting  replaces  GS1000  oil  pressure 
sender  plate  and  diverts  the  oil  flow  to  Nip- 
pon Denso  oil  cooler  Yoshimura  racing  pipes  are  hand-bent,  as  opposed  to  machine-bent  street  pipes 


Teardown  photos  by  Brian  Blades  and  Robbn 


Having  an  cnizinc  lhai  makes  power, 
liivs  togclhcr  and  docsn"!  overheat  is  a  hig 
mrt  of  a  successful  Superbike  effort. 
pquall\  important  is  a  quality  sometimes 
>ore  ditticult  to  obtain  iiandling.  fhe 
a>shimuras  have  obviously  sorted  out 
jicir  GSIOOO.  as  its  performance  on  short, 
i  fficult  tracks  has  shown.  The  frame  itself 

not  as  heavih  modilied  as  one  might 
[ipect.  1  here  is  no  additional  front  frame 
j  ciion  bracing,  and  the  steering  head  area 


IS  lell  slock.  .An  oil  cooler  mount  is  welded 
to  the  frame  downtubes.  but  does  not 
afl'eci  frame  rigidity.  Engine  mounts  and 
mount  bolts  are  all  stock  Suzuki  parts.  A 
tab  for  the  shtft  linkage  is  welded  onto  the 
left  bottom  engine  cradle  tube,  and  rearset 
footpeg  mounts  are  welded  onto  the  swing 
arm  mount  gussets  just  below  the  sw  ing 
arm  pivot. 

There  is.  however,  significant  bracing 
work  done  on  the  rear  of  the  frame  and 


sv\ing  arm.  .Mild  carbon  steel  tubing 
(22mm  o.d.)  is  brazed  into  position  across 
the  rear  frame  downtubes  at  the  engine- 
mount/swing  arm-mount  gussets,  above 
the  swing  arm  pi\ot.  The  tube  prevents 
frame  twisting  caused  by  the  torque  of  the 
dri\e  chain  pulling  the  rear  spriK'kct  and 
left  side  of  the  sw  ing  arm.  Shorter  pieces  of 
the  same  tubing  are  welded  aciniss  the 
bottom  of  the  triangle  formed  b\  the  rear 
frame  dow  ntubes.  rear  section  top  lubes  > 


Best  Performance 

m  an  On/Of  f -Road  Series. 

The  1979  Honda  XLs. 


Sound  like  we're  handing  you  a 
[ine?  We  are.  The  best  and  big- 
gest line  of  dual-purpose  motor- 
cycles going.  The  Honda  XLs. 

Street  sweet.  Dirt  worthy  Good- 
time  transportation  alternatives. 
Six  bikes  designed  to  do  the  work 
of  twelve. 

Super  Tech  Starts  Here. 

When  you  talk  about  the  broad 
capabilities  and  fun  of  Honda's  XLs, 
you're  also  talking  about  advanced 
motorcycle  technology  Honda  Total 
Concept  Engineering.  Each  compo- 
nent system-designed  to  harmonize 
on  a  specific  bike. 

XL  Excellence. 

A  tech  check  on  the  three  biggest 
XLs  tells  the  story  Diamond  frames 


that  use  the  engine  as  a  chassis 
member  for  increased  rigidity.  Hot- 
sparking,  maintenance-free  CD  igni- 
tion. Automatic  compression  releases. 
Long-travel  suspension  with  leading- 
axle  forks.  And  inverted,  lay-down, 
gas-charged  rear  shocks. 

Special  Honda-designed  dual- 
purpose  tires  give  you  claw  action 
in  dirt,  smooth  ride  on  pavement. 
And  Honda  gives  you  an  unequalled 
reputation  for  four-stroke  reliability 
and  economy 

XLSOOS.The  New  King  Single. 

It's  here  at  last.  Traditional  big 
single  virtues,  like  massive  torque 
and  broad  powerband.  Easier  to 
kick  over,  thanks  to  the  automatic 
compression  release.  The  big-bore, 
short-stroke,  four-valves-per-cylinder 


design  makes  it  a  free  breather  A 
dual  engine  vibration  counterbal- 
ancers  make  it  a  pleasure  to  ride. 

The  XL500S  is  a  street  bike  of 
exceptional  character.  And  it's  a  c 
bike  that  can  do  it  all,  from  after- 
noons at  the  cycle  park  to  bike-c 
ing  excursions  into  the  high  pine; 
woods  or  the  wilds  of  lower  Baja 

Check  the  credentials.  More  su 
pension  travel  than  any  competir 
dual-purpose  machine.  A  23-inch 
front  wheel.  And  10.2  inches  of 
ground  clearance. 

This  is  the  one  you've  been 
waiting  for.  The  civilized  big 
single.  With  more  spirit  than 
anything  in  its  class. 

XL250S.  Same  Story,  . 
Mid-size. 

For  the  rider  who  wants  all 
the  XL500S  advanced  tech- 
nology features  in  a  mid- 
sized package,  the 
XL250S  has  no  equal. 
It's  the  machine  that 
rewrote  state-of-the-art 
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•  dual-purpose  motorcycles.  The 
e  that  was  first  on  the  scene 
th  exclusive  touches  like  the 
-inch  front  wheel  for  improved 
icking,  steering  and  braking. 

.185S.  Another  New  Face. 

If  you  want  to  go  lighter  still, 
re's  another  new  way  to  do  it. 
responsive  ISOcc  single,  the  only 
jr-stroke  in  its  class.  New  frame 
d  suspension,  with  longer  legs 
an  any  comparable  machine. 
It's  a  lean  and  nimble  setup 
3t  can  get  a  beginner  going — 
d  still  satisfy  a  veteran. 

.125S,XL100S,XL75. 
ttle  Doesn't  Mean 
ss  Fun. 

When  it  comes  to  novice  and 
aller  riders,  we've  still  got  you 
covered.  With  three 
lightweights  that  are  all 

XL,  from  diamond 
frames  to  proven 
OHC  singles.  Like 
the  senior  family 


members,  they're  equipped  for  the 
street.  And  full  of  fun  off  road. 

The  Honda  XLs.  Technically 
advanced.  True  dual-purpose 
bikes  that  are  neat  on  the  street 
and  also  like  to  play  dirty  The  fun 
starts  at  your  Honda  dealer. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  Keep  lights  on.  Model  availability 
may  be  limited.  XLI85S,  XLI25S.  XLIOOS  and  XL75 
are  designed  for  operator  use  only.  For  free  bro- 
cfiure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
Dept.  CW59XU  Box  50,  Gardena,  CA  90247. 
See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer. 
©1979  AHM. 
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aON'T  PUSH  IT 
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IThe  Lockhart  Cooler  System 
>our  dip-brazed  radiator 
ijupled  with  the  optional 
-'-180  thermostat  for  cold  oil 
vw  control. 

Available  in  black  epoxy  or 
llished  chrome.  Thermostat 
lailable  separately  or  in  black 
stem  Kit. 


Get  a  Lockhart  cooler  system. 

Your  bike's  oil  can  break  down  when 
you  need  it  most.  Accessories,  passengers, 
hard  riding  and  motor  modifications  can 
build  up  heat  enough  to  cook  your  oil. 
After  the  additives  have  evaporated, 
sludge  settles  into  the  valve  guides,  piston 
rings,  and  bearings. 

Varnish  can  accumulate  in  the  motor, 
increasing  friction  and  cutting  power.  Hot 
oil  can  produce  balky  shifts  and  grabby 
clutch  operation. 

There  is  a  solution:  The  Lockhart  Oil 
Cooler.  The  lightest,  most  efficient  cooler 
made.  It  drops  oil  temp  down  to  safe 
levels,  protects  against  catastrophic 
breakdown.  Smooth  clutch  and  transmis- 
sion operation  is  restored. 

Our  exclusive  Dip- Brazed  Construction 
assures  corrosion  and  vibration  resistance 
for  long  life.  We  stand  behind  our  coolers 
with  a  Lifetime  Guarantee. 

We're  not  saying  everybody  needs  a 
cooler.  But  if  you  load  up  your  bike  with 
accessories,  ride  long  distances,  or  like  to 
really  crank  it  on  once  in  a  while,  don't 
push  your  luck.  Protect  yourself  with  a 
Lockhart  Oil  Cooler. 


ir 


mm 

OIL  COOLER  SYSTEMS 
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and  shock  absorber  mouni  tubes.  Uppea 
shock  absorber  mounts  are  relocated  ti 
provide  54.5°  of  shock  laydown  angle,  anr 
1 1mm  o.d.  tubes  are  welded  in  behind  thrl 
gusseted  new  upper  shock  mounts  and  thrl 
rear  section  top  tube  ol"  the  frame.  Thrl 
additional  tubes  and  bracing  of  the  rea; 
section  are  necessary  to  handle  the  in 
creased  loading  caused  by  the  lawiowv 
shock  position.  Alignment  of  shocks  anr 
shock  absorber  mounts  is  critical. 


Kokusan  Denki  magneto  located  on  left  s/o 
of  crankshaft  powers  ignition  system.  It\ 
mounted  on  hand-made  aluminum  plate. 


Kokusan  Denki  CDI  magnetic  pulsar 
powered  off  right  end  of  crankshaft. 


Kokusan  Denki  coils  fire  30.000  voA( 
throughout  rpm  range 


A  bridgework  of  22mm  tubing  is  but 
across  and  along  the  bottom  of  the  sio( 
Suzuki  sw  ing  arm  to  minimize  llexir  t 
However,  at  the  Suzuka  eight-hour,, 
braced  frame  w  ith  laydown  shocks  anc : 
totally  stock  su  ing  arm  was  used  w  ithc  : 
handling  problems  resulting,  implyi  i 
that  sw  ing  arm  bracing  is  in  fact  unnec  ■ 
.sary.  at  least  at  that  racetrack,  in  .my  ca  i 
the  fact  that  the  drive  chain  grinds  on  i  t 
left  side  sw  ing  arm  bracing  under  cert,  i 
suspension  load  conditions  doesn't  sc  j 
to  affect  the  handling  or  stabiliiv  of 
U.S.  Superbike. 

For  the  1979  season,  the  Yoshim 
Suzukis  w  ill  have  additional  from  eng 
mount  gu.sseting.  That's  becau.se  the  fra 
used  at  Suzuka  cracked  less  than  one  h 

caiiliniicJ  on  puf^e 


Suzuki 

oweis  the  boom 

on  the 
competition... 
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Inverted  Back 


Follow  instructions  on  the  other  side 
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Inverted  Foldout  slip-sheet 


1.  Open  the  foldout  page 

2.  Insert  this  sheet  with 

1.  Front  side  touching  the  free  page 

2.  Arrow  pointing  to  the  fold 

3.  Slice  the  folded  edge 

4.  Close  the  page  and  slip-sheet 


„,  Free  end 


 7Sllp-sheet 
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GS-5502^ 


Now  AvaUable. .  .the  new  GS-425^  Low  Sllnger! 
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Foldout  slip-sheet 


1.  Open  the  foldout  page 

2.  Insert  this  sheet  with 

1.  Front  side  touching  the  free  page 

2.  Arrow  pointing  to  the  fold 

3.  Slice  the  folded  edge 

4.  Close  the  page  and  slip-sheet  ^ 


Free  end , 


Stip-sheet 
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Back 


Follow  Instructions  on  the  other  side 


The  Slinger  Sting. 


Muscular  4-stroke 
DOHC  4-cylmcier 
engine  powers  the 
GS-550L,  750Land 
lOOOL.  This  mighty 
mill  uses  a  roller 
bearing  crank- 
shaft tor  high-RPM 
performance. 


igf  //  other  stingers 


Mag-Type  Wheels 

Extended  Forks 

PuU-Back 
Handlebars 

Sleek  Tear-Drop 
Tank 

Plush  Step  Saddle 

Chopped  Mega- 
phone Pipes 


SPECmCATIONS 
Displacement 
Starter  System 
Transmission 
Suspension:  Front  Fork 
Suspension:  Rear  Swing  Aim 

Brakes:  Front 

Brakes:  Rear 

Tires:  Front 

Tires:  Rear 

Fuel  Tank  Capacity 

Seat  Height 

Dry  Weight 

Color 


GS-550L 

549CC 

Electric  &  kick 

6  speed,  constant  mesh 

Oil  damped 

Oil  damped,  5  load  settings 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

3.25-H19 

3.75-H18 

13  lit  (3  4  gal) 

797mm  (31  4  in) 

208  kg  (460  lbs) 

Black.  Maroon 


GS-750L 

748cc 

Electric  &  kick 

5  speed,  constant  mesh 

Oil  damped 

Oil  damped,  5  load  settings 

Hydraulic  caliper  double 
discs 

.  Hydraulic  caliper  disc 
3.25-H19 
4.50-H17 
13  Ut  (3,4  gal) 
793mm  (312  in) 
233  kg  (514  lbs) 
Blue,  Maroon 


GS-IOOOL 

997CC 
Electric 

5  speed,  constant  mesh 

Air.  oil  damped 

Oil  damped.  5  load  settings. 

4  damping  adjustments 

Hydraulic  caliper  double 

discs 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

3  50-V19 

4.50-V19 

15  lit  (4.0  gal) 

825mm  (32.5  in) 

240  kg  (529  lbs) 

Blue,  Maroon 


All  specllications  in  this  brochure  are  based  on  the  latest  product  inlormotion  available  at  the  time  ol  publication  The  right  is  reserved  to 
make  changes  at  any  time  without  notice  in  specifications,  prices,  colors,  materials  and  equipment,  and  to  discontinue  models  U  S  Suzuki 
Motor  Corp  .  Santa  Fe  Springs,  CA  90670  Printed  in  USA  Part  No  99922-79337 
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Racing  clutch  (left)  has  steel  inner  hub. 
larger  rivets,  heavy-duty  damper  springs  and 
different  plates. 


Suzuki  factory  racing  clutch  plates  (left)  fea- 
ture paper  fiber  friction  material  and  folded- 
over  engagement  tangs,  which  help  absorb 
shock  loads. 


oshimura  racing  transmission  has  under- 
ut  engagement  dogs,  polish-ground  teeth, 
retails  for  $850. 

lefore  the  end  of  the  endurance  race, 
ausing  the  bike  to  wobble.  The  Yoshimu- 
is  theorize  that  the  break  was  caused 
ecause  the  straight  right  engine  mount 
ansmits  engine  vibration  directly  to  the 
ame  downtube.  and  the  strain  of  eight 
icing  hours  was  too  much  for  the  mild 
eel  to  take.  The  left  engine  mount,  on  the 
ther  hand,  has  a  bend  in  it.  which  would 
nd  to  absorb,  rather  than  transmit,  vibra- 
on. 

I  The  shock  absorbers  are  gas-charged,  13 
j.  long,  made  by  Kayaba  and  feature  six 
imping  adjustment  position.s.  five  pre- 
ad  positions  and  a  choice  of  six  springs, 
th  two  springs  used  together.  One 
orter  and  lighter  spring  handles  small 
id  initial  jolts,  while  a  longer  and 
onger  spring  comes  into  play  in  the  case 
secondary  reaction  and  large  bumps, 
lere  are  270  possible  shock  damping.     Suzuki  GS1 000  frame  is  reinforced  between  rear  downtubes.  between  rear  downtubes  and 
iload  and  spring  combinations.  shock-mount  tubes,  between  shock-mount  tubes  and  rear  top  tubes,  and  underneath  swing 

The  Kayaba  air  forks  are  even  more>  arm.  Shock  angle  is  54.5°. 
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'The  Eagle  M/Xn^ 
aives  you  the  most  irom  every 

rider 


The  Eagle  M/X  II  is  buUt  fc 
one  purpose:  to  make  you  thes 
best  dirt  bike  rider  you  can  bej 
As  proof  of  that,  we  offes 
the  expert  testimony  of  BoH 
Hannah  —  the  winningestJ 
rider  ever  in  National 
Competition. 

The  M/X  II  is 
constructed  on  a  ruggea 
carcass  of  four  plies  of  ] 
Triple-Tempered  nylon 
Those  plies  are 
further  strengthened  . 
by  the  addition  of 
an  extremely  tear- 
resistant  rubber 
compound. 

The  Eagle's  tall,, 
tapered  lugs  give  ae 
firm,  positive  bite. 
A  groove  at  the 
top  of  each  lug 
digs  in  over  hard- 
packed  or  marbly 
surfaces. 

Ask  for  the  tire 
Bob  Hannah 
recommends. 
The  Eagle  M/X  II. 
Front  and  rear. 
Eagles  are  built  for  the 
way  you  ride. 
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complex  in  the  possible  adjustments  and 
number  of  potential  combinations.  The 
triple  clamps  are  stock  Suzuki  parts.  The 
aftermarket  forks  started  out  with  stan- 
dard length  tubes,  but  the  Yoshimuras 
lengthened  the  tubes  35mm  by  welding  on 
pieces  cut  from  a  spare  fork  tube.  The  extra 
tube  length  increases  rake  by  half  a  degree, 
from  26.5°  to  27°.  and  changes  trail  from 
4.57  in.  (for  the  stock  T.S  lOOOE)  to  5.90  in., 
though  the  steering  head  is  not  modified. 
The  geometry  changes  contribute  to  top 
speed  stability  while  the  extra  fork  tube 
length  increases  the  height  of  the  engine 
side  covers  relative  to  the  ground,  thus 
improving  cornering  clearance  as  well. 
Spacers  inside  the  fork  tubes  compensate 
for  the  lengthened  tube  and  determine 
spring  preload. 

Stock  air  caps  are  connected  to  a  single 
Goki  air  balance  fitting  mounted  on  the 
upper  triple  clamp  behind  the  steering 
head.  Fork  air  pressure  is  normally  set 
somewhere  between  14  and  20  psi. 

Fork  oil  viscosity  and  level  are  both 
variable.  The  Yoshimuras  measure  the 
quantity  of  oil  in  each  fork  with  a  cali- 
brated dip  stick,  removing  the  caps  and 
springs  and  collapsing  the  forks  before 
each  reading.  Level  is  varied  by  removing 
oil  with  a  suction  gun  or  by  adding  oil  from 
a  burette. 

Maximum  fork  travel  is  5.7  in.  ( I45mm). 
but  the  Yoshimuras  try  to  set  the  forks  up 
to  deliver  5-5.3  in.  (130- 135mm)  travel  at 
each  track.  Various  fork  adjustments  can 
be  made  necessary  by  rider  weight,  track 
surface,  ambient  temperature,  available 
traction  (which  affects  possible  braking 
force)  and  even  riding  style.  Setting  up  the 
front  suspension  is  in  itself  an  exacting  and 
time-consuming  job,  and  must  be  done  in 
concert  with  rear  suspension  adjustments. 
It's  not  surprising  that  the  Yoshimuras 
usually  need  an  entire  practice  day  to  tune 
the  suspension  on  a  track  they  haven't 
raced  on  before. 

The  mechanics  begin  by  setting  fork 
ride  height,  (with  the  motorcycle  station- 
ary and  off  the  stand  with  the  rider 
aboard),  at  1.6  in.  (40mm)  less  than  full 
extended  length.  Air  pressure  largely  de- 
termines ride  height.  The  Yoshimuras  find 
that  another  2.8-3.9  in.  (70- 100mm)  of 
travel  should  be  used  on  turns,  bumps,  and 
under  braking,  but  getting  the  desired 
amount  of  dynamic  travel  isn't  as  simple  as 
setting  static  air  pressure  or  spring  preload. 

For  example,  air  pressure  not  only  sets 
ride  height,  but  also  determines  resistance 
to  fork  bottoming  under  braking.  As  the 
fork  compresses,  air  pressure  increases 
progressively  and  offers  more  resistance  to 
further  compression.  Too  much  static  air 
pressure  will  reduce  travel  and  induce  front 
wheel  chatter  in  the  corners. 

Air  quantity  also  comes  into  effect,  since 
a  larger  volume  at  a  given  beginning  psi 
will  offer  a  different  compression  re- 
sistance curve,  relative  to  travel,  than  a 
smaller  volume  at  the  same  beginning  psi. 
Fork  oil  level  determines  air  volume  in  the 
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forks.  Oil  quantity  in  each  fork  leg.  then, 
sets  the  amount  of  fork  travel  under  brak- 
ing. If  the  rider  complains  of  too  much 
fork  dive  under  braking,  adding  oil  will 
reduce  air  volume  and  induce  greater  pres- 
sure increases-and  resistance  to  dive  and 
bottoming- per  unit  of  fork  travel  dis- 
tance. 

Initial  loads  are  taken  b\  the  springs, 
and  .so  spacer  length  (and  thus,  spring 
preload)  determines  reaction,  to  the  point 
where  air  compression  resistance  takes 
over  the  major  part  of  reaction  control. 

Fork  damping  action  is  affected  by  fork 
oil  weight,  which  varies  from  5w  to  30w  (in 
increments  of  five),  depending  upon  the 
track  and  conditions.  The  Yoshimuras  use 


Closeup  shows  swing  arm  bracing.  Drive 
chain  machined  notch  in  left  side  of  bracing. 
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WHEM  YOU  REACH  THE  TOR  YOirU  n 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON  HAS  NEVER  FORGOTTEN 

THE  BASIC  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  MAN  AND  MOTORCYI 

For  over  75  years  we  have  createti  products  for 
individuals,  not  masses . . .  daring  to  niake  motorcycles 
that  are  not  all  things  to  all  people.  ^ 

Electra  Glide."  Sportster."  Low  Rider.  Super  Glid< 
The  XLS.  Each  a  specific,  no  compromise  bike,  with 
a  specific,  no  compromise  purpose— touring,  sport, 

U'e  >iip|)iirl  tht'  Miitoicycle  S.iffty  K<>uiid;i(i'>n  .iiid  tht-  AM-A.  and  ht'ltfvc  iii  safety  fust.  Aiwa 
with  liKhis  and  helmet.  Specifications  subject  to  chanxe  without  notice. 
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lock  mounts  are  moved  forward, 
be  welded  or}  for  reinforcing. 


extra 


Bel  Ray  Racing  Fork  Oil. 

It's  easy  to  see  that  the  possible  com- 
binations presented  by  the  four  major  fork 
adjustments-spring  preload,  air  pressure, 
oil  level,  oil  weight— are  almost  infinite 
even  in  practical  use.  Another  possible 
alteration  would  be  spring  rating,  but  that 
isn't  one  currently  used  by  the  Yoshimuras. 

Steering  lock  is  limited  by  6mm  Allen 
head  screws  with  locking  nuts  fitted  into 
the  stock  lower  triple  clamp  and  a  KYB 
steering  damper  with  six  damping  adjust- 
ment positions  helps  stabilize  and  control 
the  steering  in  the  event  of  marginal  con- 
trol situations  (as  when  the  rider  gets  on 
the  gas  too  hard  exiting  a  turn  and  the  rear 
end  steps  out  violently.) 


et  or  custom.  They  stand  distinct  from  each  other  and 
old  contrast  to  the  assembly  line  look  that  inspired 
term  "Universal  Japanese  Motorcycle'.' 
If  you've  never  been  on  a  Harley- Davidson,  you  owe 
yourself  to  find  out,  maybe  for  the  first  time  in  your 
how  it  feels  to  make  no  compromises. 

IlLYOinnE  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
HAVEN7  BEEN  ON  A  MOTORCYCLL 

Harley-Davidson 

■p  insurance  tusls  iluw  n.  link  yiiur  bike.  Kulliiw  nwncrs  manual  fur  maintenance. 


The  handlebars  are  from  Graham  Sheet 
Metal  (GSM),  the  grips  from  American 
Pro.  the  quick  quarter  turn  throttle  from 
Magura  and  the  easy-to-use-in-mid-race 
clutch  adjuster  mechanism  and  the  ta- 
chometer (with  10,500  rpm  redline)  from 
an  RG500. 

The  front  brake  master  cylinder  and 
calipers  are  Lockheed.  Braided  stainless 
steel  lines  from  Earl's  Supply  are  '/4-in. 
outside  diameter.  Front  brake  discs  are 
Suzuki,  drilled  for  lightness  and  to  reduce 
warpage.  The  Yoshimuras  used  plasma- 
sprayed  aluminum  discs  early  in  the  sea- 
son, but  found  that  the  discs  warped  se- 
riously-which  reduced  braking  power— 
during  races.  Undrilled  stock  discs  also 
warped,  but  the  drilled  discs  haven't 
caused  any  problems.  The  discs  are  not 
thinned. 

Non-rtoating  rear  brakes  restrict  rear 
suspension  movement  when  applied,  often 
causing  wheel  hop  and  resultant  instability 
at  corner  entrances.  That  makes  it  difficult 
or  impossible  to  use  the  rear  brake  hard  all 
the  way  into  a  turn  apex  or  to  throw  the 
motorcycle  into  a  corner.  So  the  Yoshimu- 
ra  GSIOOO  has  a  floating  rear  brake— the 
caliper  mounting  plate  is  anchored  to  the 
frame,  not  the  swing  arm.  and  the  mount  is 
free  to  pivot  (on  needle  roller  bearings)  on 
the  axle.  The  floating  brake  doesn't  elimi- 
nate the  problem  completely,  but  does 
improve  it  about  90  percent.  The  rear 
master  cylinder  and  disc  are  standard 
Suzuki.  Yoshimura  mechanics  fabricated 
the  mounting  plate  and  installed  an  Amer- 
ican bearing. 

After  C^ooley  took  the  checkered  flag  last 
year  at  Laguna  Seca.  Yoshimura  mechan- 
ics went  to  push  the  bike  into  victory  circle 
and  found  that  the  front  brakes  had  locked. 
It  took  three  men  to  move  the  machine  into 
place.  Later  examination  revealed  no  me- 
chanical malfunction,  and  Fujio  Yoshimu- 
ra blamed  the  problem  on  the  use  of  brake 
fluid  which  had  absorbed  excessive 
amounts  of  water  during  rainy  races  at 
Ontario  (the  AFM  six-hour)  and  Pocono 
(the  AMA  Superbike  Production  event 
which  Cooley  also  won).  The  fluid  hadn't 
been  changed  since  Daytona.  After  Lagu- 
na Seca.  the  Yoshimuras  switched  to  Bel- 
Ray  DOT  5  silicone-ba.se  brake  fluid  and 
report  no  problems  with  water  absorption 
in  practice  sessions  since  then. 

The  WM-4  19-in.  front  wheel  is  cast  in 
magnesium  bv  Morris  and  carries  a  Good- 
year 3.25-19  s'lick. 

The  gas  tank  is  stock,  and  the  seat  at 
least  started  life  as  a  Su/uki  part.  The  steel 
pan  and  vinyl  cover  are  retained,  but  the 
padding  is  removed  and  sheet  aluminum 
used  to  shape  a  bucket  to  help  the  rider 
hang  on  during  acceleration  and  at  top 
speed.  Minimal  padding  is  used  at  the 
front  of  the  seat,  which  lowers  the  rider 
about  four  inches.  Superbike  rules  for 
1979  require  (as  of  this  writing)  stock  seat 
profiles,  which  should  provide  quite  a  few 
spectator  (and  pilot)  thrills  on  the  faster 
tracks.  > 
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y&sMman  Sazaki  GSJOOO 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $10,000 

Engine  dohc  Four 

Bore 

X  stroke  70  x  64.8mm 

Piston 

displacement  997cc 

Compression  ratio  11.5:1 

Carburetion   (4)  31mm 

Keihin  CR 

Air  tilter  none 

Ignition   Kokusan 

Denki  CD! 
Claimed  power  133.54  @ 
10,000  rpm 

Claimed  torque  76.64 

ft. /lb.  @  8000  rpm 
Lubrication 

system   wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  3.8  pt. 

Fuel  capacity   5  gal. 

Recommended 

fuel  premium 

Starting  system  push 

Alternator   none 

Headlight  none 

Clutch  10-plate,  wet 

Primary 

drive  helical-cut  gear 

Final 

drive  ..  #630  roller  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall:1 

5th  4.78 

4th  5.17 

3rd  6.05 

2nd   7.46 

1st  9.65 

Suspension, 

front  Kayaba 

air/spring  forks 
travel  5.7  in. 

Suspension, 
rear .  .  .  Kayaba  adjustable 
damping  shocks 
travel  4.72  in. 


Tire, 

front  3.25  Goodyear 

slick 

rear.  .3.75-18  Goodyear 
slick 

Brake,  front  dual 

11.5  in.  disc 

Brake,  rear  11  in.  disc, 

floating 

Total  brake  swept 

area  278  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 

rider)   2.14  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase...  60.25  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  27° 

Trail   5.9  in. 

Handlebar  width  26.25  in. 
Seat  height  30.25  in. 


Seat  width  12  in. 

Footpeg  height  15  in. 

Ground  clearance   6  in. 

Test  weight  (w/ half- 
tank  fuel)  436  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 
percent  48/52 

Gross  vehicle  weight 
rating   na 

Load  capacity  na 

PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph       3759  rpm 

Power/weight  ratio 

(160-lb.  rider)   4.46 

Ib./bhp 

Fuel  consumption  5.56 

mpg 


Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated  na 

60  mph  indicated  na 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   31  ft. 

from  60  mph   124  ft. 

Standing  start 

y4-mile  10.66 

sec.  @  132.74  mph 

Speed  after 
Vi  mile   147  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st  82.97  mph 

2nd   107.37  mph 

3rd  132.33  mph 

4th  154.86  mph 

5th  167.59  mph 


Pressure  in  air  forks  is  balanced  by  Goki 
fitting.  Air  caps  are  stock. 


Fork  lock  is  limited  by  round-head  Allen 
screws  and  self-locking  nuts  installed  in 
lower  triple  clamp. 


The  crankcase  breather  tank  is  actually 
a  discarded  brake  fluid  can  with  tubes 
running  from  the  cam  cover  breather  to  the 
tank,  and  then  to  the  atmosphere  behind 
the  seat.  A  tiny  six-volt  minibike  battery 
mounted  on  a  drilled  sheet  metal  cage  on 
the  forward  part  of  the  rear  fender  powers 
the  AMA-required  functioning  taillight.  A 
toggle  switch  on  the  left  side  plate  turns 
the  power  source  on  and  off.  Number 
plates  are  sheet  aluminum. 

Ready-to-race  with  a  full  tank  of  gas.  the 
Yoshimura  Superbike  weighs  450.5  lb.  Add 
a  140-lb.  rider  and  the  bike  has  a  power  to 
weight  ratio  of  just  4.42  Ib./bhp.  Compare 
that  to  a  stock  GSlOOO's  8.14  Ib./bhp:  a 
stock  Honda  CBX's  6.99  Ib./bhp:  and  a 
KZOOO's  6.93  Ib./bhp. 

That's  why  Superbikes  are  what  they  are 
and  do  what  they  do.  and  that's  why  the 
Yoshimura  GSIOOO  Suzuki  wins  races.  Q 


Kayaba  fork  tubes  are  extended  35mm 
welding  on  new  tubing.  Front  end  extent 
adds  0.5  rake. 
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Ladolce 


Anyone  who  appreciates  "the  sweet 
life"  will  likewise  appreciate  La  dolce  Vespa, 
"the  sweet  Vespa  Scooter." 

Vespa  Scooters  have  welded,  uni- 
tized bodies  for  safety  and  comfort.  The  unique 
design  lets  you  ride  inside  with  your  feet  on  the 
floor  And  direct  drive  to  the  rear  wheel  means 
there's  no  chain  to  stretch  or  break. 

You'll  find  a  Vespa  Scooter  is  clean, 
quiet,  incredibly  powerful  and  easy  to  handle. 
And  you  can  expect  between  70  and  140  mpg. 
So  you'll  save  plenty  of  gas  and  money. 

Today's  Vespa  Scooter  is  the  result  of 
30  years  of  engineering  refinement.  Our  top 
models  offer  sophistications  like  electronic 
ignition,  automatic  oil  injection  and  exclusive 
dampened  hydraulic  front  suspension.  With 

wheel  included  as  give  your 


standard  equipment.  And  the  Vespa  P200E, 
largest  of  three  models,  will  take  you  anywhere. 
Even  on  the  freeway. 

Vespa  products  are  made  in  Italy  by 
Piaggio.  Over  the  years,  they've  sold  over 
6,000,000  Scooters  and  2,000,000  Mopeds. 
Which  adds  up  to  billions  of  dependable  miles 
around  the  world.  That's  why  both  Vespa 
Scooters  and  Mopeds  come  with  a  1 2-month 
warranty  with  no  limit  on  mileage. 

Why  not  add  La  dolce  Vespa  to 
your  life.  You'll  find  your  nearest  Vespa  dealer  in 
the  Yellow  Pages.  Or  write  to  the  address  below. 

Mrleage  is  based  on  CUNA  Standards. 
Yours  may  vary.  Check  Vespa  limited  warranty  with 
your  Vespa  dealer.  Wear  helmet  and  eye  protection. 
Check  local  laws.   Vespa  of  America  Corporation, 


life  a  little 


Piaggio  Group, 
355  Valley  Drive, 
Brisbane,  CA  94005. 
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ow.  it  seems.  1  am  remembered  lor 
the  answer  1  croaked  to  a  Reuiers 
correspondent  as  I  lay  on  my  bed  m 
the  linv  hospital  in  Kathmandu. 

"I  don"t  want  to  hear  any  of  that  'be- 
cause ifs  there"  crap."  he  snorted  as  he 


.i\ed  me  with  a  trenchant  stare,  ""l 
covered  these  expeditions  too  long.  1 
seen  them  brmu  in  bodies  shattered  int 
million  fro/en  pieces.  I  want  to  know  w 
\Vh\  \ou  and  why  this?" 
Hut  1  was  loo  tired  to  reply. 


Illustration  t>y  Douc 


Dunlop  K81  MKII 


Delivers  A  bigger  tootptinl  improving  trie 
already  lamous  adhesion  ol  Dunlop  lite-, 
VD516  510  «  H  16  J45  53 

YD518  510  «  H  18  $46  58 

y05?0  410  <  H  19  $46  22 


Dunlop  K81  (TTIOO) 

Tiigonic.  (tor  strength)  Low  profile  Spe 

cial  microslots  give  grip  and  stability  while 
uptight  or  cornering 

V0522  360  >  H  18  $34  45 

YD524  410  <  H  18  $40  23 

YD526  425  <  H  18  $43  38 

VD528  360  >  H  19  $36  60 

YD530  410  <  H  19  $40  88 

Dunlop  K  91  MK  II 

Liceplional  consltuction  and  slability 
takes  the  load  and  speed  of  today's  Super 
Bike  Eitra  traction  avoids  trouble  spots 
YO502   510  I  H  17  $61  33 

YD504   425  <  H  18  $53  73 

YD506   510  «H18  $57  78 

Y0508  410  I  V  19  (Ribl         $45  55 

Michelin  M  45 

Sustains  fiij;ri  totgue  acceletalioii  dntl 
braking,  while  providing  excellent  grip 
on  wet  and  dry  road 
VM40a  400  «  H  18  $44  22 

YM425  425  .  V  18  $50  63 

Yl^350  350  <  H  19  $42  29 

Continental  K  112 

Ttansmits  the  brute  power  ol  today  s 
Super  Bihes  to  the  road  RB  2  front  tires 
sustain  twin  disc  braktng  forces 


YCllO 

510  «  H  16  K  112 

J56  07 

YCU2 

450  »  H  17  K  112 

$55  08 

YCIM 

350  >  H  18  K  112 

$44  90 

YC116 

400  I  H  18  K  112 

$51  22 

YC118 

425  I  H  18  K  112 

$52  32 

YC120 

510  >  H  18  K  112 

$53  17 

yci22 

425  X  H  18  K  112 

Tubeless 

$60  60 

YC124 

510  X  H  18 

Tubeless 

$60  65 

YC126 

325  X  H  18  RB  2 

Front 

$38  18 

yci28 

325  X  H  19  RB  2 

front 

$39  57 

YC130 

350  X  H  19  RB  2 

Front 

$42  12 

YC132 

350  X  H  19  RB  2 

Front  Tubeless 

$49  72 

Goodyear  Eagle  G/T  II 

A  new  bead  retention  tire  designed  lor 
tiigh  speed  road  use 
Gy390  5  10  I  17  $48.92 
GY400  4  00  X  18  $42.48 
i;y405  4  50  X  18  $45.20 
Complete  line  ol  Cheng  Shin  and 
Goodyear  tires  also  available 
All  tire  prices  include  Federal  Excise  Ta> 


Flatfighter  Tubes 

When  a  tire  blows,  it's  usually  without  warning 
endangering  your  safety  and  causing  plenty 
of  tiassle  Flalfigfiter  tubes  give  maximum  pro 
lection  against  Hals  for  both  street  and  dirt 
bike  riders  The  Flatfighter  is  designed  lo  be 
the  thickest  lube  in  the  industry  It's  three 
times  thicker  than  the  normal  lube  and  it's 
made  ol  top  quality,  specially  formulated,  butyl 
rubbei  Run  Flatfighter  tubes  in  youi  tires 
Spend  your  time  riding  not  fixing  flats  Com 
plete  si2e  selection  Only  9.95  each. 


Impac  Levers 


When  you  crash  and  don't  break  a  lever  it's 
outs!  Constructed  of  material  that's  highly  im 
pact  resistant  and  will  not  permanently  deform 
due  to  a  crash  Fits  all  motorcycles  with  7/8 
inch  handlebars  Both  SlOO  and  S105  levers 
are  unconditionally  guaranteed 

SlOO  Regular  lever  $3  95  each 

S105  Dog  leg  lever  J4.75  each 


Bell  Helmets 

RT       sizes  6\  lo      While,  black,  blue  or 

red  $46.95 

Magnum  11  .  .  .  sizes  6^4  lo  7'i.  Silver  ot 

while   $67  95 

Slat  11  (full  face)  . .  sizes \aTt  White  or 

black   $84.95 

Moto  Star  (Designed  for  molorcross  and  off  the 
road  use)  sizes  6'"  to  7'*  White  or  yel 
low  $74.95 


Moto-X  Jerseys 

Vented  nylon  construction  assures  comfort  and 
durability  Available  in  long  sleeves  with  elbow 
pads  in  your  favorite  manufacturer's  and  team 
colors.  Hodaka.  Yamaha.  Kawasaki.  Suzuki. 
Honda.  Husqvarna.  Maico.  Bultaco.  Can-Am. 
Ossa.  Plain  (no  name)  Sizes:  XS(Childsl.  S.  M. 
L,  XL  $9.95  Mch 


HOOKER 


Hooker  Headers 

Finest  available,  high  pertormance  exhaust 
systems  for  two  and  four  cycle  models  Call  Big  4 
lor  application  and  our  unbelievably  low  prices 


NGK  Spark  Plugs 

V  Series  (racing.'compelition) 

Sold  in  boxes  ol  4   $1  75  each 

Standard  NGK  Plugs 

Sold  in  boxes  ol  10   79  each 

SIZES  TO  FIT  ALL  BIKES 


Motorcycle  Chain 

High  performance,  heavy  duty  chain  lor  street 
and  dirt  bikes  Complete  selection  ol  Solid  Roll. 
Heavy  Duty.  Sell  Lubricating.  "0"-Ring.  and 
Enduro  Sealed  chain  Sizes  lo  fit  all  bikes  Call 
loll  tree  for  super  low  prices 


Dry  Rider  Clothing 

Manufactured  from  heavy  duty.  100*1  waler- 
prool  and  wind  resistant  material  Comfortable 
fit  with  lots  ol  great  lealures  Available  in  yellow 
ot  blue  The  one  piece  nylon  suit  is  available  m 
yellow  The  two  piece  suits  are  available  in  yel 
low  or  blue  Men  S.  M,  L  and  XL  Women's  S. 
M.  L 

One  piece  nylon  $45.57  each 

Two  piece  PVC  $21.90  each 

Two  piece  nylon  $44.46  each 

Mittens,  booties  and  hood  available  Call  lot 
prices 


Call  and  ask  for  a 
FREE  catalog  today! 
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Gaspring  Shock  Absorber 

One  ol  the  best-looking  accessories  lor  street 
bikes  today  The  Gaspring  ST  IGOAir  Adiuslable 
Shock  Absorber  System,  complete  with  air 
line  kit.  air  valve,  gauge  unit  and  all  necessary 
hardware   $89.95 


Ampro  Motocross  Boots 

Rugged  all  leather  uppers  with  padded  front 
Steel  toe  plate  Triple  stitched  backs  Double 
stitched  heel  cuts  lor  extra  Ilex  and  comlort 
Sewn  in  loam  tongue  and  ankle  padding 

Sizes  2-5  $49.95 

Sizes  612   $54.95 


Ewe 


Orders  normally  shipped 
within  24  hours. 


MOTORCYCLE  ACCESSORIES  DIRT  CHEAP! 

To  order-coll  loll  free  inWashinglontCoillellfree 

1-800-541-2677  1-800-572-5690 


W.  300  Second  Ave.,  Spokane  WA 


12004  Aurora  Ave.  N.,  Seattle  WA 


lyrighled  material] 


"Some  men  are  born  great,"  he  recited 
in  a  peevish  tone,  "some  achieve  greatness 
and  some  have  greatness  thrust  upon 
them.  Which  are  you?" 

I  sat  back  heavily.  With  a  deep  sigh,  ' 
surveyed  the  events  of  the  last  months,  the 
strange  progression  of  struggle  and  con 
quest,  ambition  and  pain.  At  that  momen 
it  all  seemed  somehow  to  be  profound!) 
connected,  tied  to  an  almost  insignitican 
event  that  had  occurred  ages  ago,  as  if  ir 
another  lifetime.  This  simple  newspape: 
man  standing  earnestly  before  me,  penci 
poised  above  a  yellow  notepad,  spinning 
tape  recorder  scratching  away,  how  couk 
he  hope  to  understand?  How  could  I  make 
him  see  the  subtle  bond  between  the  mos 
bizarre  assault  on  the  world's  highes 
mountain  and  the  sudden  slippage  of  i 
cheap  wig  at  a  high  school  reunion  ir 
Akron,  Ohio?  How  could  he  guess  at  ths 
effect  of  that  glistening  skull  upon  m> 
mortal  soul?  it  was  too  absurd. 

"Which  are  you?"  he  repeated  quietly 
respectfully. 

"Me?"  I  laughed.  Then  I  leaned  forwarc 
and  whispered  into  his  microphone  the 
quote  that  made  his  career: 

"None  of  the  above,"  1  said  softly. 


1  was  soaked  right  through  when  I  swunj 
my  leg  off  the  battered  Bultaco  and  strodi 
up  the  slippery  stone  staircase  of  the  ol< 
high  school  gym.  A  large  banner  advertis 
ing  the  tenth  anniversary  reunion  of  th 
Class  of  '68  was  hung  over  the  doubl 
doors.  There  were  about  a  hundred  cream 
Cadillacs  sparkling  under  the  bright  lighi 
of  the  parking  lot  and  not  another  bike  i 
sight.  At  the  door,  a  woman  with  a  plasti 
corsage  teetering  on  the  brink  of  h« 
mountainous  cleavage  took  my  clamn^ 
jacket  and  ushered  me  inside.  | 

I  headed  for  the  standup  bar  in  th 
corner  and  was  just  lifting  a  stiff  drink  i 
my  lips  when  a  chubby  fist  smashed  me  i 
the  back  and  a  familiar  voice  boomed  ou' 
"Well,  Nodrog,  you  old  son  of  a  gun  yot 
Well,  well." 

I  didn't  have  to  turn  around  to  recognij 
the  presence  of  Bo  Hudley.  He  had  alwa* 
been  hard  to  ignore.  Now  he  grabbed  nr 
shoulder  and  spun  me  around,  sputtering 
cloud  of  sweet,  alcoholic  vapor  into  nr 
face. 

"Well.  well,  well."  he  said  again,  movii 
back  a  little.  "You  haven't  changed  a  b 
not  one  eensy  weensy  bit.  .  .  ." 

I  couldn't  say  the  same  for  Bo:  I 
transformation  was  almost  miraculoi 
The  ten  years  since  graduation  had  turni 
his  baby  fat  to  incorrigible  flab.  A  strainij 
white  plastic  belt  was  cinched  tight 
around  his  bloated  belly.  His  flaring  b\ 
tocks  were  jammed  inside  a  voluminq 
pair  of  polyester  pants.  He  pressed  i 


STP  Son  of  a  Gunl's  unique 
2-silicone  fomiula  helps  keep  tires, 
vinyl  tops,  dashboards,  doorpanels,  and 
upholstery  looking  rich  and  supple. 

Restore  and  maintain  your  car's 
appearance  with  STP  Son  of  a  Gun!  i 


CUSTOM 

THAT'S  MORE  THAN  JUST  SPECIAL. 

THE  1979  HONDA  CM400T 


'4 


The  new  Honda  CM4O05  are 
street  cruisers  that  raise  custom- 
bilce  building  to  a  fine  art. 

The  proof  is  in  the  riding. 
YDu're  looi(ing  good,  and 
you're  aiso  totally  in  touch. 
The  stepped,  cofufortably 
padded  seat  is  placed  low  for 
maximum  comfort.  Puilback 
handlebars  feel  Just  right. 
A  sieeic  teardrop  fuel  tank  with 
special  pinstripe  artwork  com- 
pletes the  moving  picture. 


We  ve  got  style  down'_^ 
science.  Silck,  shorty  muffled 
and  new  black  ComStar  " 
wheels  complete  the 
unmistakable  profile.  There  s 
an  abundance  of  brilliant 
chrome.  But  not  tOfi  much 
In  other  words,  a  road 
show  that  stops  just  short  of 
extravagance. 

Performance  to  match  looks 
comes  from  the  reliable  395  cc 
OHC  twin  Honda  engine.  Your 
C1M400  is  available  in  two 
superior  packages:  the  CM400T 
with  five-speed  geartwx  and  thu 
CM400A  Hondamatic^  with  oun 
two-speed  semi-automatic 
transmission  for  easier  no-clutch  r 
riding. 

But  either  way,  please  ride 
safety.  Watch  your  speed,  watch 
out  for  the  other  guy  and  obey 
all  the  rules  of  the  road. 

The  '79  Honda  CM400s. 
Looking  good  Just  took  a  turn 
for  the  better.  Now  at  your 
Honda  dealers. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  Keep  lights  on.  Model  avail- 
ability may  be  limited.  For  free  brochure,  write: 
American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept 
CW59CM,  Box  50,  Gardena,  CA  90247.  See 
Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer 
©I979AHM. 


coiHC  strong! 


of  balloon  tires  bulged  from  the  alloy  rims. 
The  rear  wheel  was  laced  in  a  shackle  of 
custom  tire  chains,  bristling  with  sharp- 
ened crampon  studs.  A  lightweight  block 
and  tackle  hung  from  a  clip  on  the  rear 
fender.  Helium  shocks  ran  from  the  re- 
enforced  swing  arm  to  the  base  of  a  saddle 
upholstered  in  Velcro.  An  altimeter  and 
barometer  winked  from  the  tach  and 
speedo  nacelles.  Coils  of  rope,  Jumar  as- 
cenders and  racks  of  ice  screws  and  rock 
pitons  were  stacked  neatly  above  the  gas 
tank.  Clipped  to  the  frame  near  the  car- 
buretor in  a  clear  plastic  case,  was  a  cluster 
of  tiny,  chromium  oxygen  tanks.  Above 
24,000  feet,  they  would  be  hooked  to  the 
air  intake  line.  Finally,  a  large  lever,  con- 
nected by  cable  to  the  rear  hub,  was 
welded  onto  the  skid  plate  near  the  left 
footpeg,  as  a  parking  brake. 

The  contraption  looked  like  the  bastard 
offspring  of  a  midnight  tryst  between  a 
lunar  motocrosser  and  a  hopped-up  snow- 
mobile. I  was  convinced,  however,  that  she 
was  the  ultimate  assault  vehicle,  built  for 
the  five  mile  vertical  ascent  to  the  summit 
of  the  world. 

126/CYCLE  WORLD 


But  the  preparation  of  equipment  for 
the  climbing  of  Everest  was  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  political  red  tape  involved  in 
getting  near  the  mountain.  After  months 
of  legal  wrangling  with  the  Nepalese  and 
Tibetan  authorities,  it  became  evident  that 
Everest  had  been  booked  in  advance  for 
the  next  ten  years.  The  permit  for  the 
spring  of  '78  was  held  by  a  team  of  Ger- 
man climbers. 

So.  Nothing  more  could  be  done.  Cir- 
cumstances had  made  the  decision  for  me. 
Fate  had  taken  a  hand.  With  a  thrill  I 
realized  that  my  expedition  must  involve 
only  one  man  and  one  motorcycle,  a  silent 
and  secret  pilgrimage  to  the  summit  of  the 
holy  mountain  that  the  Tibetans  call 
"Chomolungma,"  Goddess  Mother  of  the 
Earth. 

The  Husky  arrived,  cleverly  concealed 
in  a  nondescript  wooden  crate  marked 
"HASHISH,"  which  passed  unnoticed 
through  customs  in  Kathmandu. 

By  late  afternoon,  I  was  jouncing  along 


the  trail  that  led  deep  into  the  heart  o 
Sherpa  country.  Fields  of  wheat  wer< 
carved  in  delicate  terraces  into  the  stee|: 
foothills.  The  rugged  path  meandered  intc 
valleys  of  thick,  steamy  jungle  and  ove 
bleak  plateaus  of  alpine  scrub.  Towering 
behind,  marking  the  border  of  Tibet,  wen 
the  jagged,  snow  covered  peaks  of  th« 
Himalayas. 

The  eighty  mile  trek  to  the  mountain 
for  most  expeditions  an  exhausting  month 
was  an  easy  two  day  ride  on  the  Husky.  Or 
the  evening  of  the  second  day  I  pitched  j 
tent  at  the  foot  of  Everest. 

The  great  mountain,  with  its  characteris 
tic  white  snowplume  feathering  the  sum 
mil,  reached  up  among  the  stars,  domi 
nating  the  horizon  on  a  bright,  moonli 
night.  It  was  freezing  cold.  I  brewed  j 
quick  cup  of  coffee  and  fried  a  couple  o 
eggs  (over  easy)  on  a  flat,  unflnned  sectioi 
of  the  Husky's  idling  engine.  Then  I  hit  thi 
sack. 

The  next  day  dawned  clear  and  cold.  / 
light  wind  rustled  the  tent  flaps,  a  thici 
frost  had  embroidered  the  campsite  in  ; 
fantastic  filigree.  The  Husky  exploded  t« 
life  at  the  first  kick.  I  suited  up  and  packet 
the  tent,  took  a  long  look  at  the  jumble< 
chaos  tottering  above  me.  The  Khumbi 
Glacier,  guardian  of  the  magic  mountain 
is  a  frozen  river  of  ice.  flowing  2000  feet  ou 
of  the  heart  of  Everest.  It  is  made  entireli 
of  fractured  ice.  falling  steadily  downhill  a 
a  rate  of  two  feet  a  day  in  a  crazy  tumble  c 
gigantic  blocks  called  seracs.  with  dee| 
crevasses  between. 

The  ice  fall  is  a  sobering  initiation  in^ 
the  impersonal  violence  of  Everest.  Sine 
'63.  it  has  been  the  nemesis  of  many  a 
expedition:  in  that  year,  a  climber  wi 
crushed  by  a  falling  serac.  his  body  nevJ 
recovered.  In  '72.  another  In  '70  six  Sherf 
porters  disappeared  when  a  crevas! 
opened  up  beneath  them. 

But  the  Khumbu  Glacier,  like  any  riv^ 
has  a  shoreline.  A  narrow  trough,  bank^ 
and  worn  smooth  as  a  bobsled  track  by  t^ 
constant  abrasion  of  the  moving  ice.  ru| 
up  each  side.  Fear  of  dislodging  the  cc 
nices  of  ice  and  snow  which  hang  over  tl 
edges  has  kept  climbers  from  these  rout< 
forcing  them  to  pick  their  precarious  w) 
through  the  deadly,  shifting  seracs.  I 

But  with  the  speed  and  handling  of  t 
Husky.  I  figured  I  could  blast  up  the  oi 
side  lane  without  too  much  risk  of  getti 
buried.  It  was  not  a  time  for  weak  m< 
sures.  I  pulled  on  my  goggles,  dropped  I 
clutch  and  shot  into  the  mouth  of  I 
steep,  dark  tunnel,  under  the  shadow 
the  heavy  snow. 

It  was  the  hairiest  ride  of  my  life.  1 
brilliance  of  the  headlight  and  the  s 
haze  filtering  through  the  overhangi 
snow  transformed  the  place  into  a  twist 
crystal  hallway  with  a  sloping  floor  of 

Illustrations  by  Doug 


L'cpcst  marble  blue.  Colored  icicle  chan- 
eliers  tlashed  past  my  face  as  I  clung  to 
le  handlebars.  The  studded  tire  chains  bit 
le  slippery,  spiral  stairway,  dragging  me 
:lentlessly  upward.  The  Husky  performed 
onderfully.  picking  a  line  along  the  nar- 
)w  trail,  blasting  off  the  icy  berm  in  a 
urst  of  speed. 
Then  all  hell  broke  loose. 
I  felt  a  deep  shudder  and  took  a  quick 
ok  in  the  rear  view  mirror.  What  I  saw 
ade  mv  blood  run  cold.  The  deep  strum 
"the  megaphoned  exhaust,  reverberating 
f  the  walls,  was  shattering  the  delicate 
undations  of  the  cornices.  A  deadly  ava- 
nche  of  snow  and  seracs  was  crashing 
>wn  behind  me.  like  the  Red  Sea  closing 
1  the  armies  of  Pharaoh. 
The  Husky  surged  forward,  front  wheel 
awing  the  air.  engine  snarling  as  a  thin 
ne  in  the  floor  ten  feet  ahead  suddenly 
upted  in  a  deep  fissure. 
!  held  my  breath  and  opened  the  throt- 
The  Husky  leapt  forward,  shooting  oti" 
e  lip  of  the  yawning  crevasse,  plunging  to 
irth  in  the  soft  pillow  of  snow  at  the  top  of 
e  glacier. 

How  long  I  lay  still,  suspended  in  the 
iffy  whiteness.  1  do  not  know.  When  1 
se  at  last,  it  was  to  find  myself  at  the  base 
'  a  huge  snowfield  lying  in  a  protected 
»ne  between  Everest  and  Lhotse.  known 

the  "Valley  of  Silence." 

It  was  a  spectacular  and  unearthly  land- 
ape.  The  stillness  of  the  sheltered  valley, 
ith  the  two  gigantic  mountains  on  either 
de.  was  unnatural  and  awful.  The  silence 
r  death  hung  over  the  place,  the  deep 
!anket  of  snow  absorbed  every  sound, 
icept  for  a  faint  whistling.  1  dug  the 
usky  out  and  lost  no  time  in  detaching 
e  front  fender,  clamping  it  to  a  telescop- 
g  bar  on  the  forks.  This  would  act  as  a  ski 
I  glide,  unsinking.  over  the  snow.  I  kicked 
/er  the  bike  and  began  churning  slowly 
p  the  valley,  the  treads  of  the  back  wheel 
[rowing  up  giant  cattails  in  the  soft,  deep 

ow. 

After  hours  of  slow  ascent.  I  came  upon 

e  remnants  of  what  had  been  the  Ger- 
an  expedition's  advance  base  camp, 
om  the  pile  of  littered  equipment,  al- 
ady  almost  buried  in  a  wave  of  snow,  a 
lil  led  off  to  the  left,  out  towards  the 
igcd  hump  of  the  southwest  face.  I  con- 
med  straight  ahead,  up  the  unbroken 
lite  sheet  that  converged  on  the  vertical 
;k  wall  of  the  Lhotse  face.  This  was  the 
jte  travelled  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
Sir  Edmund  Hillary. 
The  air  at  the  top  of  the  valley  was  thin 
d  deathly  cold.  My  shoulders  and  arms 
gan  to  shiver  uncontrollably  as  1  hud- 
:d  over  the  warmth  of  the  humming 
gine.  The  sun  had  fallen  behind  the 
ik  of  Everest,  plunging  the  valley  into 
impenetrable,  desolate  greyness. 


At  24.000  feet  I  stopped  beside  a  small 
depression  in  the  snow  and  prepared  to 
bivouac  for  the  night.  With  frostbitten 
fingers.  I  pulled  out  the  first  of  the  oxygen 
cannisters  and  hooked  it  up  to  the  carbure- 
tor. I  barely  had  enough  strength  to  check 
the  plug  and  test  out  the  winch  before  I 
pulled  on  an  oxygen  mask  and  fell  into  a 
deep,  delicious  sleep. 

Dawn  found  me  picking  my  way  up  the 
crags  and  cliffs. of  the  Lhotse  Face,  ft  was 
slow  going.  Many  times  the  narrow  ridge 
on  which  1  rode  ended  in  a  sheer  drop. 
Moving  on  involved  climbing  ahead,  an- 
choring a  cable,  and  reeling  the  bike  slowly 
forwaid  with  the  winch.  The  frustrating 
toil  of  climbing  and  winching,  climbing 
and  winching,  took  hours. 

By  noon  I  had  risen  above  the  protecting 
peak  of  Lhotse.  Now  the  battle  with  the 
terrible  cold  began  in  earnest.  A  steady 
blast  of  freezing  wind  whipped  over  the 
mountain,  tearing  at  my  body  and  sending 
the  temperature  plunging  to  80  below. 

The  cold  was  affecting  the  performance 
of  the  Husky.  The  tires  grated  over  the 
sharp  rocks  with  a  harsh,  brittle  sound,  as 
if  on  the  v  erge  of  sliattering  like  glass.  The 
cables  were  encrusted  with  a  thick  layer  of 
ice.  The  engine  coughed  and  sputtered 
every  few  minutes,  requiring  the  installa- 
tion of  a  new  air  flask. 

By  late  afternoon,  the  plume  of  the 
summit  was  visible  above  the  lip  of  a  100 
foot  cliff.  With  my  last  reserve  of  strength. 
I  set  the  parking  brake  and  struggled  Up- 
ward. I  had  just  tinished  setting  an  ice 
screw  to  secure  the  cable  when  my  foot 
dislodged  a  piece  of  rock  which  began 
bouncing  down  the  steep  wall  towards  the 
bike.  I  watched  with  mounting  horror  as  it 
glanced  off  the  side  of  the  engine,  releasing 
the  parking  brake.  The  Husky  began  roll- 
ing faster  and  faster  downward  into  the 
abyss.  Just  as  the  winch  cable  grew  taut,  a 
powerful  gust  of  wind  lifted  up  the  dan- 
gling machine  and  flung  it.  like  a  crumpled 
piece  of  paper,  up  and  over  the  top  of  the 
cliff.  I  climbed  up  and  retrieved  the  bike, 
undamaged,  in  a  sheltered  cul-de-sac. 

Now  it  was  a  clear  run  to  the  top.  With 
the  wind  tearing  at  my  back  and  my  heart 
pounding,  the  white  mass  of  Everest  fell 
away  below  the  footpegs  and  I  was  burning 
a  small  doughnut  in  the  tiny  junkyard  of 
tattered  flags  and  abandoned  air  cannis- 
ters on  the  roof  of  the  world. 

But  it  was  a  desperate  victory.  The  words 
of  Jim  Whittaker,  who  stood  on  the  sum- 
mit in  the  spring  of  "63.  described  my 
feelings  perfectly;  "Not  expansive,  not 
sublime."  he  said.  "I  felt  like  a  frail  human 
being." 

1  barely  had  strength  to  pull  a  tarpaulin 
over  the  bike  and  crawl  underneath  before 
I  collapsed,  overcome  by  exhaustion  and 
hypothermia. 


Still  I  hcre 

An  intensely  irritating  clinking  or  tap- 
ping sound  woke  me  from  that  sleep  of 
death. 

My  first  impression  was  of  deep  cold 
radiating  from  the  marrow  of  every  aching 
bone.  I  tried  to  turn  my  head  and  look 
around  but  my  eyes  could  not  see  beyond 
the  goggles  of  my  mask  and  my  muscles 
would  not  move.  The  sounds  of  muffled 
voices  came  to  me.  sounding  far  away,  like 
conversation  in  a  deep,  underwater  dream. 

Slowly  my  brain  began  to  decipher  the 
reality  of  my  position.  A  storm  of  ice 
flakes,  called  spindrift  (the  terror  of  climb- 
ers everywhere),  had  blown  in  under  the 
tarpaulin  during  the  night,  filling  up  the 
chamber  to  the  roof 

The  chinking  sound  grew  louder.  In  a 
few  minutes  warm  hands  reached  in  to 
remove  my  mask,  hot  cofi"ee  was  forced 
down  my  throat.  The  German  expedition 
had  found  the  Husky  and  me,  frozen  solid 
in  a  giant  ice  cube  of  spindrift,  suspended, 
like  a  fruit  salad  in  aspic,  on  the  summit  of 
Everest. 

I  don't  remember  much  of  the  trip  down 
the  mountain,  or  the  treatment  in  the 
hospital. 

My  most  vivid  memory  is  of  lifting  off  in 
a  \sarni  jet  heading  for  the  Stales,  the 
plane  banking  and  turning  East  over  the 
white  waves  of  the  Himalayas.  I  was  sure  I 
could  see  the  familiar  snow  plume  of  Ever- 
est looming  in  the  distance. 

As  we  flew  closer.  I  thought  I  could  make 
out  the  faint  circles  of  two  spoked  wheels 
almost  hidden  in  the  snow.  B 


What  made  #3421796 
go  0-55  in  4.9  seconds? 

TheKZlOOO. 


I 


Time  was  of  the  essence.  Especially 

with  the  warden's  bloodhounds  in 
hot  pursuit.  But  when  #3421796 
was  called  by  some  unknown  power 
to  ride  that  day,  he  knew  he  had 
nothing  to  fear 

After  all,  die  KZIOOO  is  a  street 
legend.  And  the  story  keeps  get- 
ting better  This  year,  it's  bigger  carbs 
(28mm  Mikunis)  and  a  vacuum- 
operated  accelerator  pump  that 
feeds  all  four  of  them  at  once. That 
means  more  horsepower, 
smoother  and  faster,  when 
you  turn  it  on. 

This  is  the  engine 
with  which  Don  Vesco 
broke  the  land  speed 
record.  This  is  the  bike 


that's  the  Number  1  plate  in  pro- 
duction road  racing.  And  yet  this  2 
is  easy  enough  to  take  two  people 
across  the  country  in  comfort, 
or  maneuver  through  city  traffic. 
Check  this  list  of  performance 
features.  Breakerless  transistorizeci 
ignition.  For  a  dependable  spark,  i 
(No  points.)  A  self-adjusting  auto- 
matic cam  chain  tensionen  An 
exclusive  air  injection  system  for 
better  emission  control  without 
loss  of  power.  Triple  drilled  disc 
brakes.  And  cast  alloy  wheels. 

Next  time  you  get  the  uncon- 
trollable urge  to  ride,  escape  to  the 
real  world  of  the  KZIOOO.  It'll 
take  you  as  fast  and  as  far  as  you 
want  to  go,  easy. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


lYhat  madelbm  Keeton  feed 
his  fidends  a  steac^  diet  of 
cUrt^rocks  and  second  place? 

Fhe  Kawasaki  KDX400. 


Tom  "Malcolm"  Keeton  likes  to  win. 

That  means  two  things.  One,  anything  goes. 
And  two,  he  goes  with  the  best  bike. 

So  when^m  saw  the  new  KDX400,  he  said, 
"That's  one  for  my  friends!' 

The  KDX400  is  a  winner.  For  a  start,  look 
at  the  chassis.  An  I-section  aluminum  swing 
arm,  chrome-moly  steel  frame,  cast  magnesium 
components.  It  all  adds  up  to  light  Real  light. 
Lighter  than  the  closest  competitor  Then  there's 
the  special  2-stroke  reed-valve  engine  that 
gives  you  useable  horsepower.  The  KDX400  is 
a  torquey  mother  ItH  suck  your  eyeballs  down 
your  throat  And  it  comes  with  a  wide  ratio  5- 
speed  transmission  and  CDI  ignition. 

Even  the  suspension  has  more  travel  than 


the  closest  competitor  10.2"in  the  front  air-oil 
forks  with  large  diameter  tubes  (38mm)  for 
minimum  flex  and  maximum  strength.  In  the 
rear,  9.1" with  Kayaba  gas-oil  lay-down  shocks 
with  remote  reservoirs. 

There's  a  21"  front  wheel  and  11.7"of 
ground  clearance.  What  else  do  you  need  to  win 
enduros?  Off-road  lighting?  Narrow,  but  big 
fuel  tank?  Wide  plastic  fenders?  Quick  detach 
wheels?  Engine  and  chain  protection?  A  high 
level  air  intSce  for  the  water?  It's  all  there  in 
theKDX400. 

This  bike  is  designed  for  big  bore  endurance 
riders  who  want  to  win  and  not  be  beaten  to 
death  in  the  process.  The  KDX4(X)  may  not  win 
you  friends,  but  it  can  win  races. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


For  off-road  use  in  certain  areas  the  optional  silencing  kit  must  be  installed.  Check  )ot^ 
.      your  motorcycle  legally,  respect  the  environment  and  the  tights  of  oth6r  people.  Mctn^ 
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two-strokes  were 


■  Prior  to  1966  big 
English  four-stroke 
bikes  ruled  molocross 
courses  around  the 
globe,  mostly  due  to 
the  brute  torque  and 
horsepower  available 
throughout  their  rpm 
range.  All  real  bikes 
had  these  big 
thumper  engines  as 
mostly  considered  for  beginners.  Then 
Husqvarna  and  CZ  stepped  in  with  high 
horsepower,  lightweight  two-strokes  that 
were  reliable  and  super  competitive.  These 
machines  were  much  easier  to  ride  on 
rough  ground  and  the  factories  quickly 
incorporated  their  racing  improvements  on 
production  bikes.  Then  the  Japanese 
brought  out  powerful  two-stroke  motors 
for  the  masses  ...  the  rest  is  history.  Labor 
problems  and  disinterest  in  change  spelled 
doom  for  most  major  English  motorcycle 
manufacturers. 

A  couple  of  specialty  firms  did  survive 
though,  one  of  which  is  CCM.  CCM 
bought  the  tooling  for  the  BSA  B50  engine 
and  most  of  BSA's  racing  department  and 
custom  four-stroke  dirt  bikes. 

CCMs  are  a  curious  blend  of  old  and 
new,  with  the  main  objective  being  a  light, 
modern  four-stroke  that  is  competitive  on 
a  motocross  course.  To  meet  the  light- 
weight standards  requires  the  use  of  many 
magnesium  castings  such  as  conical  hubs, 
backing  plates,  fork  sliders,  triple  clamps 
and  engine  side  covers.  Renolds  53 1  tubing 
(English  chrome-moly)  is  employed  for  the 
frame,  swing  arm.  fork  stanchions  and 
handlebars. 

To  complement  the  magnesium  engine 
cases  many  of  the  cylinder  fins  have  been 
milled  off  in  a  staggered  pattern  though 
cooling  is  claimed  to  be  unaffected.  To 
lighten  the  massive  engine  further  the 
stock  ignition  has  been  scrapped  and  in  its 
place  is  a  total  discharge  electronic  box. 
Weight  savings  amounts  to  7  lb.  and  when 
fully  charged  it  will  fire  the  machine  for  up 
to  three  hours.  Then  the  seat  has  to  be 
removed,  a  supplied  jumper  plugged  into 
the  ignition  box  and  the  other  end  con- 
nected to  any  12  volt  battery  for  45  min- 
utes. Only  the  hard  core  enthusiast  will 
want  to  bother  with  such  an  ignition.  How- 
ever, the  bike  may  be  ordered  with  a  con- 
ventional self-charging  system,  necessary 
if  the  bike  is  going  to  be  used  for  trail 
riding.  Price  is  the  same  either  way. 

Three  engine  sizes  are  available;  498. 
545,  and  a  572cc.  the  subject  of  this  test. 
This  massive  engine  has  an  equal  bore  and 
stroke  of  90mm.  Compression  ratio  is> 
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WITH  EVERY  DT  YOU  < 


There  are  few  things  in  life 
better  than  getting  your 
money's  worth. 
I     And  few  ways  to  do  it  that 
are  as  much  fun  as  this — a  79 
"^maha  DT. 

Because  it's  not  just  two 
bikes  for  the  price  of  one.  It's 
two  good  bikes  for  the  price 
of  one. 

All  our  DT's  were  designed 
fix)m  scratch  for  someone  who 
not  only  wants  to  ride  on  both 
sides  of  the  city  limits,  but  who 
also  wants  to  do  it  on 


something  that's  more  than  an 
overweight  street  bike  with 
knobby  tires.  Or  a  tempermen- 
tal  dirt  racer  with  lights. 

It's  a  pure-bred  motorcycle, 
as  easy  to  pick  through  a  stream 
bed  as  through  a  traffic  jam. 

To  illustrate  our  point,  let's 
take  a  look  at  how  the  DTis 
made.  We  start  with  a  rugged 
motocross-type  frame,  and 
motocross-type  suspension. 
On  our  bigger  models  (all 
but  the  DTIOO),  that  means 
Monoshock. 


The  Monoshock  rear  sus- 
pension we  use  is  the  same  sys- 
tem you'll  find  on  our  World 
Champion  YZ  motocrossers, 
and  TZ  road  racers.  It  gives  yoi 
the  flexibility  you  need  in  the 
rough,  and  the  control  you  need 
on  pavement. 


Our  exclusive  Monoshxk  rear  suspension 
keeps  the  rear  wheel  on  the  ground  for 
outstanding  traction.  Spring  preload  is 
adjustable  to  both  rider  and  riding  condi- 
tions. A  nd  the  rigid  triangulated  swing  arm 
keeps  the  rear  wheel  stable  for  triwr  nam  ing. 


I-  I 


STREET  BIKE 


In  fact,  it's  so  good  it's  pat- 
ented. That's  why  you  won't 
md  it  on  anytliing  but  a  Yamaha. 

Our  bigger  models  also  have 
mew  leading-axle  front  forks, 
).()  there's  plenty  of  travel  (up 
X)  7.6"to  be  exact)  and  steering 
ihat's  fast  without  being  heavy. 

Power  (and  we  do  mean 
miver)  comes  from  a  quick,  re- 
liable two-stroke  single.  Quick, 
xecause  it  has  Yamaha's  exclu- 
t;i  ve  Reed  Valve1()rque  Induction 
or  plenty  of  low  end  punch. 
Reliable,  beaiuse  it's  the  sim- 


1 


plest  tyiDe  of  powerplant  in  the 
wodd.  (With  only  seven  moving 
parts,  there  just  isn't  a  whole 
lot  that  can  go  wrong.) 

And  to  top  it  off,  our  two- 
stroke  engines  weigh  less  than 
a  four-stroke,  with  a  much 
lower  center  of  gravity,  for  that 
light,  aisp  feel. 

Add  little  niceties  like  flex- 
ible turn  signals,  an  exhaust 
system  mounted  where  it  won't 
scrape,  automatic  chain  ten- 
sioner,  and  of  course  Autolube 
—  which  automatically,  precisely,  When  you  knoi  v  how  they  're  buih 


and  economically  mixes  your 
gas  and  oil —and  you  have  a 
bike  that  can  take  you  a  long 
way.  Wherever  you  take  it. 

So  whether  you  decide  to 
take  your  bike  camping,  or  fishi  j 
ing,  or  just  t(uiring  through  theil 
boonies  on  a  Sunday  morning, " 
you're  going  to  find  that  our 
DT's  have  everything  you  neec 
to  handle  even  the  worst  temiin.i 

Including  a  way  to  get  theree 

YAMAHA 


^oivcr  is  Hp  on  our  three  bigger 
\uodels.  And  even  with  all  that 
\oeffonnance,fuel  economy  is  better 
Khan  ever. 


Full  street-legal  lighting  and 
inst)wnentation.  hicludes  head  and 
tail  lights,  flexible  tu)7i  signals, 
speedometer,  tach,  resettable  trip 
meter,  neutral  and  oil  level  indicators. 


New  motocross-type  leading-axle  fS 
forks  on  our  larger  bikes  mean 
even  better  handling  and  steering.?. 


Rear  hub  contains  the  same  size  braises  as  front,  but  a  long  brake  pedal  makes  it  touchy  to 
use.  Spokes  are  giant. 


The  electronic  ignition  lives  in  an  aluminum  box  under  the  seat.  Lead  for  recharging  plugs  into 
top. 


Rubberbands  hold  the  kick  lever  in  place.  Shift  lever  is  on  right  side. 
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10.0:1  and  ail  sizes  are  available  wit 
either  a  three  or  four-speed  transmissior 
Many  internal  parts  have  been  scrapped  i 
favor  of  stronger  ones;  the  crank  and  ro 
are  custom  made,  same  with  piston; 
valves  and  some  transmission  gears.  A  twc 
valve  head  is  employed  but  a  four-valv 
Weslake  head  w  ill  be  available  in  the  nea 
future.  Primary  drive  is  by  a  small  doubl 
row  chain  and  the  clutch  is  a  stock  five 
plate  BSA  part.  In  true  British  form,  th 
shift  lever  is  on  the  right  side,  the  prope 
place  for  it.  the  English  tell  us.  For  th 
home  market  CCMs  come  with  a  trad] 
tional  up  for  low  shift  pattern,  but  out 
had  been  converted  to  a  down-for-lo' 
pattern  to  reduce  confusion.  The  kic 
starter  mechanism  is  another  BSA  hole 
over.  It  was  a  poor  design  when  BS.A  use 
it  and  is  even  more  outdated  today.  If  th 
kick  lever  happens  to  bounce  back  or  g« 
pushed  rearward  while  the  motor  is  rur 
ning.  disaster  will  strike  in  the  form  of 
blown  transmission  and  possibly  the  cer 
ter  cases.  To  help  protect  against  this,  th 
CCM  was  delivered  with  two  rubber  band 
holding  the  lever  forward.  One  band  hook 
around  the  engine  clutch  lever  and  con 
nects  to  the  end  of  the  kick  lever  The  othe 
rubber  band  (cut  from  an  innertube 
hooks  under  the  footpeg  and  stretches  t 
the  pedal's  end.  A  poor  fix  for  bad  en 
gineering. 

Good  sawtooth  footpegs  are  supplie 
and  mounted  to  plates  that  bolt  to  th 
engine's  side  cases. 

The  CCM  frame  is  a  work  of  pipe 
bender's  art.  A  large  diameter  front  dowr 
tube  splits  into  two  smaller  tubes  th; 
circle  under  the  engine  cases  and  then  tur 
upward,  terminating  behind  the  tank  ; 
the  large  backbone  that  is  tied  into  th 
downtube  by  another  substantially  curve 
tube  and  sizable  gusset  plates.  Smalli 
tubes  under  the  seat  form  a  triangle  an 
provide  a  place  to  mount  the  laid  down  g; 
Girling  shocks.  The  main  frame  tubir 
also  serves  double  duty  as  an  oil  reservo' 

A  straight-tube  swing  arm  with  l\ 
shock  mounts  at  mid-arm  and  full  leng: 
gusseting  on  the  lower  edge  is  used, 
differs  from  the  normal;  chain  adjustme' 
is  made  at  the  pivot,  utilizing  a  cam  sy 
tern.  This  in  theory  is  a  stronger  way  to  t 
it.  The  axle  can  be  tightened  without  inte 
ference  from  adjusters.  And  because  tl 
cams  have  holes  through  them  for  tl 
position  screws,  alignment  is  always  pe 
feet. 

The  hand-made  aluminum  fuel  tai 
holds  only  1.5  gal.  of  premium.  Gettii 
into  the  small  filler  isn't  much  fun.  the  Ci 
required  more  than  three  full  turns 
remove  and  it's  hard  to  tell  when  the  ta| 
is  full  until  it  sloshes  over.  We  could] 
figure  out  the  reasoning  for  such  a  fil 
thread  on  the  filler  neck  until  we  realiz 
the  cap  was  actually  an  Amal  carburei 
top!  Maybe  CCM  got  a  buy  on  a  trii 
load  of  them,  who  knows.  After  spendi^ 
the  time  required  to  build  an  aluminJ 

C}etail  photos  by  Ron  Qri 


Tk  sliders  and  conical  hubs  are  also  mag- 
>sium  Fork  stanchions  are  40mm,  1 1  in.  of 
ivel  is  furnished. 


The  ignition  switch  is  reached  through  a  hole  in  the  right  side  number  plate. 


Ilk  it  would  seem  logical  to  apply  a 
aliiy  paint  job  but  the  opposite  is  true  as 
black  paint  looks  like  the  shop  appren- 
L'  dabbed  it  on  with  a  rag.  The  painter 
In't  bother  covering  the  filler  hole  before 
irtiiii:  either;  paint  is  inside  and  will 
rcK  end  up  in  the  carb  if  a  fuel  filter  isn't 
tailed.  The  tank  finish  seems  in  conflict 
ih  the  beautifully  finished  frame  and 
mg  arm. 

Tiic  seat  is  another  strangely  finished 
m.  Its  shape  and  foam  firmness  can't  be 
iltcd.  nor  the  quality  of  the  cover,  but 
•  color-a  blending  swirl  of  maroon  and 
ck— looks  like  it  came  from  a  bus  depot 
asy  spoon.  It  bolts  to  the  beautiful 
nie  in  a  non-professional  manner,  too. 
factory  didn't  use  flat  brackets  or  a 


cro.s.s-tube  for  the  attaching  bolts,  instead  a 
ragged  hole  has  been  hand  drilled  through 
each  frame  rail  and  a  full-thread  machine 
screw  and  self-locking  nut  hold  it  on.  At 
best  it's  a  poor  set-up. 

The  rear  fender  is  one  of  the  few  non- 
Briti.sh  parts  on  the  bike,  made  by  Falk  in 
Germany,  the  people  who  make  the  plastic 
parts  for  Maico.  The  front  is  by  Stadium, 
an  English  firm  that  supplies  fenders  for 
Hu-sqvarna.  Molded  front  and  side  num- 
ber plates  are  also  Stadium  built.  Strange- 
ly. the.se  molded  side  plates  are  attached  to 
the  frame  by  common  sheet  metal  screws. 

The  big  thumper  starts  easily  if  the 
correct  procedure  is  followed.  The  drill 
diflfers  from  normal  beginning  with  the 
ignition  switch;  it  is  a  knurled  knob 


reached  through  a  hole  in  the  right  side 
number  plate.  The  hole  is  only  large 
enough  for  one  finger  but  with  practice 
one  finger  can  turn  the  knob  clockwise  far 
enough,  then  a  small  red  light  signals  that 
the  electronic  box  is  on.  We  found  it  was 
easier  to  turn  on  before  mounting  the 
machine.  Next,  the  two  rubber  bands  are 
unhooked,  the  lever  folded  out  and 
pumped  until  a  compression  stroke  is  felt. 
Then  bump  the  lever  past  the  compression 
stroke  and  slowly  push  the  lever  to  its 
lowest  point,  let  the  lever  return  to  the  top 
position  and  jump  on  it  pretending  you're 
mad.  Don't  worry  about  it  backfiring  and 
launching  you  over  the  bars  like  the  older 
British  Singles  were  fond  of  doing.  The 
electronic  ignition  has  35°of  advance/re- > 
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When  it  comes  to  all- 
cnound  perionnance, 
nobody  out-periorms  Suzxilu. 

Case  in  point:  The  GS-550 
ccnd  550E. 

Powerful  Mlddleweights. 
Both  models  are  powered  by 
Suzuki's  proven  4-stroke 
DOHC  engine.  Roller  bearing 
crankshaft  provides  high- 
RPM  perlormance  through 
all  six  gears. 

Ground  Gliders.  Sharp 
comers  and  ragged  roads 
are  easy  challenges  tor  these 
mid-rangers.  Thanks  to  a  per- 
fect blend  ot  such  things  as 
balanced  desigrn,  light  but 
rigid  chassis,  and  excep- 
tional action  from  front  forks 
and  rear  shocks. 

High  Standards.  Among 
other  things,  the  GS-550 
comes  with  such  nifty  items 
as  electric  starting,  digital 
gear  indicator  and  a  new 
electrical  outlet  for  accesso- 
ries. While  the  GS-550E  is 
outfitted  vnth  such  fancy  stuff 
as  sporty  mag-type  wheels, 
c\istom  dual  saddle  and  racy 
black  paint  job.  Either  way 
you  get  a  lot  of  bike  for  sur- 
prisingly little  money. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-550  and  550E  are  among 
the  world's  great  perfozmeis. 


Engine  sits  to  the  left  side  of  the  frame.  This  position  is  necessary  for  chain  alignment  because 
the  countershaft  sprocket  is  inboard.  A  tubular  guard  around  the  spark  plug  keeps  the  rider's 
leg  from  dislodging  the  cap. 


tard  designed  into  it  and  eliminates  sua 
bad  manners.  When  warm,  one  kick  wv 
lire  liie  hike  right  up.  when  cold  it  usuali 
takes  two.  Blip  the  throttle  and  let  tlJ 
engine  warm  up.  W  hen  warm,  place  voc 
lelt  hand  on  the  throttle,  twist  around  am 
hook  the  bands  around  the  kick  levt, 
whoo  .  .  .  Pull  the  clutch  in.  place  tlr 
righthand  shift  lever  in  low.  release  tl; 
clutch  lever  and  kill  the  engine.  L  nhooc 
the  damn  rubberbands  and  start  the  pn 
cedure  all  over,  being  extra  caref  ul  to  pn^ 
vent  another  stall. 

.\  couple  quick  laps  around  .Saddlebau 
Park  s  practice  MX  course  proves  about  : 
much  fun  as  wrestling  a  gorilla.  The  in 
porter  warned  us  about  the  high  Irictioi 
fork  scrapers:  "Pump  oil  around  them 
reduce  the  friction  and  stickiness."  he  saiii 
\Vc  did  as  ue  were  advised  but  the  fori 
still  showed  minimal  travel  and  ni;ide  rii 
ing  on  rough  ground  impossible.  We  n 
moved  them  w  ith  a  pocket  knife  and  tri«t 
it  again.  Much  better  Now  thev  were  con 
plying  with  the  irregularities.  Both  enr 
are  .set  up  rather  stiff,  but  this  is  an  all  oc 
M.X  racer  and  is  suspended  according! 
It"s  a  lot  more  fun  to  ride  with  the  fori 
wt)rking  but  three  more  laps  and  our  arn 
were  wasted.  We  loosened  the  bcautilt 
chrome-moly  bars  and  pushed  the  en  r 
wav  dow  n,  trving  to  ciimpensale  lor  tho. 
height.  They  are  shaped  right  but  wav  toj 
high  for  anyone  less  than  six-foot-six.  R> 
tated  down,  the  seat/peg/bar  relationshrl 
is  about  right  and  our  arms  cjuil  seizing  i»j 
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he  three-speed  transmission  shifts 
noothly  but  we  have  to  continually  re- 
lind  ourselves  it  is  on  the  right.  On  fast 
aurses  shifting  won't  be  required  much 
nyway.  as  two  gears  are  all  that  are 
eeded:  second  and  third,  and  seldom 
jcond.  Torque  is  comparable  to  a  tractor 
nd  abundant  power  is  every  place  in  the 
am  range. 

Both  brakes  on  the  CCM  are  the  same 
ze.  The  front  works  perfectly,  the  rear  is 
Imost  unusable.  The  problem  is  a  brake 
edal  that  furnishes  too  much  leverage  for 
le  generous  brake  size.  We  soon  learned 
)  ignore  it  and  use  the  front  brake  and 
ngine  braking  to  control  the  rear.  Most 
rst  time  four-stroke  riders  will  think  they 
re  going  to  be  thrown  over  the  bars  when 
ley  chop  the  throttle  on  the  600  for  a  turn. 
;  feels  like  an  anchor  has  been  dropped 
ny  time  the  throttle  is  turned  completely 
ff.  This  engine  braking  instills  great  confi- 
ence  in  downhill  situations  and  uphills 
re  treated  as  level  ground.  We  couldn't 
nd  an  uphill  at  Saddleback  that  the  CCM 
3uldn't  conquer,  most  of  them  in  second 
ear. 

Once  the  suspension  loosens  up  and  the 
ider  adapts  to  the  bike  it  will  circle  most 
lotocross  tracks  as  fast  as  a  good  two- 
troke.  It  is  a  neutral  handler:  track 
irough  a  corner  or  slide  it.  the  rider  makes 
le  choice.  Steering  is  precise  and  accurate 
'ithout  being  overly  quick.  Balance  is 
xcellent  and  flex  nonexistent.  Good  han- 

conlinued  on  pii^e  I  71 


Triple  clamps  are  made  from  magnesium  and  the  handlebars  are  reinforced  at  the  outside 
bend. 


Happy 

landings 
for  the 
Flying  Finn 


They  don't  call  Heikki  Mikkola  "The  Flymg 
Finn"  for  nothing.  Last  year  he  took  off  for  his 
2nd  consecutive  World  500cc  Motocross 
Championship.  And,  in  the  next  to  the  last 
bash  of  the  season,  he  happily  landed  it.  VWth 
"Vamaha.  And  Champion  spark  plugs.       ^  ,y 

Why  Champions?  For  the  same  reason  13  of 
the  other  15  major  world  and  U.S.  bike 
champions  picked  Champions  last  year:  V. 
Unbeatable  performance. 

■ » 

So  next  time  you  take  off  on  your  bike, 
whether  it's  to  land  a  trophy  or  just  for  a  great 
weekend,  take  a  tip  from  Heikki  and  his  pails. 
Ikke  off  with  Champions.  For  happy  landings! 


champion  Spark  Plug  Company  •  Toledo,  OH  43661 


You  cant  buy 
a  better  plug. 
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When  it  comes  to 
all-around  perfonnance, 
nobody  out-perioims 
Suzuki. 

Case  in  point:  The  GS-750E. 

Clean  Sweeps.  It'll 
sweep  low  into  a  comer 
and  come  out  smooth 
and  clean.  Reasons 
are  light  weight, 
balanced  design 
and  a  superb  suspension. 

4-Stroke  Mill.  Powerful 
DOHC  4-cylinder  engineij^ 
both  rapid  andj^^tMir 
Four  Milnyu  ^Wl^56  carbs 
offerlnstant  acceleration. 
KoUer  bearing  crankshaft 
provides  dependable 
high-RPM  perlormonce. 

€luick  Stops.  Good 
brakes  are  a  xnust  on  anr 
bike.  Greo!  brake&are 
standard  on  this  one  :  Twin 
discs  up  front  arid  a  big  disc: 
in  back, 

WeU  Dressed,  This 
beauty  boasts  such  plush 
plumage  as  a  custotn' 
dual-passenger  seat, 
push-button  starting, 
digitcd  gear  Indicator, 
stylish  mag.-ty]^wai;&eils_ 
and  fiigh-peif chance    -  ~ 
tires.  You  con  oDsb'tdke'&oxn— 
fort  in  kiiowihgilSHbullfto 
sfcfy  ontbe  road  and  o^  ot.  " 
refsaif shQpi^.      V   t'/^?  - 
,  Novryou  Ibowtwhy^hV 
GS-750E  iis  QD/e  of  theJIyofia'k;:: 
gre^^^Mprmers,  ^  .  "  ' 


Look  into  an  Electro. 
You'll  like  ¥fliat  you  see. 


Electro's  hand-laminated  fiberglass 
construction  provides  rugged  de- 
pendability. That's  one  of  the 
many  reasons  they're  consi 
dered  the  world's  premium 
helmet. 


Extra  ear-area  pad- 
ding allow  Electro 
Helmets  to  cut  down 
noise  while  pro- 
viding a  snug  fit.  The 
result  is  greater  riding 
comfort. 


Overstuffed  chin 
pads  (on  the  full- 
face  Electro  2A) 
permit  a  better,  more 
comfortable  fit. 


Available  in  Full  or  Open  Face  models 


Every  Electro  helmet  is  fully  lined 
with  low  density,  shock-resistant 
polystyrene,  then  covered  with 
foam-laminated  "Trylon" 
for  added  protection 
and  comfort. 


Electro  Helmets  are 
^     so  lightweight  and 
u.     great  fitting,  you'll 
^    hardly  know  you  have 
a  helmet  on!  To  help 
insure  a  great  fit,  Elec- 
tros come  in  individual 
hat  sizes,  from  6%  to  7%, 
(not  "small,  medium  and 
arge  "  like  other  helmet 
manufacturers).  And  Elec- 
tros comply  with  safety  regula- 
tions in  all  50  states  and  many 
foreign  countries.  It  all  adds  up 
to  the  smartest-looking,  best 
fitting,  most  comfortable  helmet 
you  can  wear! 


elecdpo^  J 

r 

h 

1 

Full  one  inch  wide  chinstrap 
with  welded  "D"  rings  gives 
added  strength  and  comfort 
to  wearing  a  helmet.  The 
extra  wide  chinstrap  more 
evenly  distributes  pressure. 


electro 


Increased  padding  is  pro- 
vided to  the  forehead  and 
temple  areas.  You  see,  pro- 
fessional motorcyclists 
helped  design  Electro  Hel- 
mets...they  know  where 
added  comfort  is  needed. 


Ultimate  neck  comfort  is 
another  important  Electro 
feature.  This  is  made  possi- 
bly by  using  a  true  neck  roll 
constructed  of  special  high 
density  foam. 


Oversized  rivets  assure 
you  that  the  chinstrap  on 
Electro  Helmets  are  super- 
secure.  Another  quality 
feature  built  into  each 
Electro  Helmet. 


HELMETS 


Electrofilm,  Inc.,  7116  Laurel  Canyon  Blvd.,  No.  Hollywood,  California  91605. 
Send  for  Free  color  brochure  and  name  of  your  nearest  Electro  Helmet  Dealer. 


m  Come  Out  of  Hib< 


irst  Thaw? 


/  f 

by  Peter  Egan 


There  are  certain  regions  tieari\  de- 
liniilcd  h\  Nature  a>  nlV-limits  ti> 
luimans.  The\  are  places  \oii 
shouldn't  go.  even  on  a  bet.  and  most 
people  are  fairly  adept  at  spotting  them.  A 
short  list  of  examples  might  include:  the 
north  face  of  Everest  during  the  monsoons, 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  in  blacktly  season, 
the  Colorado  River  in  spring  flood,  and. 
for  the  motorc\clist.  Wisct)nsin  highways 


in  w  inter.  >'ou  can  go  to  those  places  if  you 
wish,  but  oni\  with  the  understanding  that 
\ou  go  in  harm's  way.  and  thai  there  are 
perfectK  good  reasons  w  h\  nobi>d\  w  ill  be 
there  w  hen  vou  arri\e.  Uninhabited  /ones, 
like  pinnacles  of  success,  tend  to  be  lonelv 
simpl\  because  everyone  is  ofl' somew  here 
else  having  a  good  time. 

These  notions  weighed  hea\ily  on  my 
mind  as  !  sped  down  the  road  on  my  850 


iastrat(ons  by  George  Zebot 
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Honda  Motor  Oil.  It's  spe- 
dally  formulated  to  our  most 
rigid  spedficxations. 
Honda  Four-Stroke  Oil  is  mode 
with  an  exclusive  additive, 
OCP*  which  extends  its  per- 
formance over  a  wide  range  of 
engine  temperatures. 
Honda  Two-Stroke  Injector  Oil 
helps  fight  carbon  build-up,  and  it 
can  be  used  in  all  Honda  two-strokes 
-  from  Honda  Mopeds  and 
Expresses "  to  Honda  CRs.  Ask  for 
the  engineered  oit  by  Honda. 


Designed  by  riders. 

Forriden^ 


Commando,  dodging  knife-edged  drifts 
on  the  plowed  highway  and  watching  an- 
gry snow  clouds  scud  in  from  the  north- 
west, a  solid  fast-moving  bank  of  leaden 
grey  and  purple.  There  were  no  othei 
motorcycles  on  the  road,  and  very  few  cars 
It  was  hardly  noon  and  yet  the  streetlights 
with  their  photo-cells  sensitive  to  the  grow- 
ing darkness  were  switching  themselves  or 
in  the  small  towns.  In  the  country,  farm- 
yard lights  were  blinking  on.  I  wasn't  sure 
whether  it  was  the  absence  of  light  or  of 
heat  which  set  them  glowing.  The  tem- 
perature had  dropped  about  one  degree 
per  mile,  as  though  synchronized  with  my 
odometer.  It  was  growing  dark  and  cold. 

I  knew,  dumb  frozen  beast  that  I  was 
that  as  soon  as  my  brain  thawed  out 
would  blame  Wargula  for  this  whole  fi 
asco.  It  was  Jim  Wargula.  an  old  colleg< 
roommate,  who  had  phoned  me  at  eigh 
o'clock  on  a  Saturday  morning  in  March  tc 
see  if  I  wanted  to  do  some  country  roadrac 
ing.  Jim  lives  100  mi.  away,  in  Oshkosh- 
the  city  with  the  name  that  gets  laughs  ir 
Catskill  nightclubs. 

"Get  up.  Egan."  he  said.  "It's  beautifu 
outside.  I  just  went  out  to  feed  the  dog: 
and  discovered  that  a  warm  front  is  upor 
us.  It  must  be  50°out  there.  Spring  is  here 
What  do  you  say  we  blow  the  cosmolim 
out  of  the  Nortons." 

Jim  and  I  had  both  bought  Nortoi 
850's.  his  red  and  mine  black,  in  the  las 
days  of  the  Empire  when  Norton  wa 
trying  to  recoup  some  capital  by  sellin 
Commandos  for  a  song.  We  had  reunion 
several  times  a  year  in  which  we  met  a 
some  chosen  place  and  then  frightene* 
ourselves  all  day  on  twisty  back  roads 
dodging  bullchips  and  farm  dogs.  Most  d 
these  rides  took  place  in  the  summer,  th 
magical  time  of  year  when  you  can  see  th 
ground. 

Jim  waited  on  the  phone  while  I  climbe 
out  of  bed  and  raised  a  window  shade.  A 
soon  as  I  recovered  from  the  sudden  sea 
ing  pain  in  my  eyes,  I  could  see  that  it  was 
bright,  beautiful  morning.  The  streets  wei 
wet  with  melting  snow  and  there  was  tt 
sort  of  vaporous  white  haze  in  the  air  yc 
see  only  on  winter  mornings  that  are  ui 
usually  warm. 

"Okay."  I  said.  "I'll  go  for  a  ride.  Whe 
do  you  want  to  meet?" 

"How  about  the  A  &  W  in  Columbus 
Jim  suggested.  "It's  half-way  between  he 
and  there  and  it  has  an  indoor  restaurar 
We  can  eat  lunch  and  then  go  for  a  ride 

I  made  some  coffee  and  then  wei 
downstairs  into  the  dungeon  that  is  oi 
garage  and  basement  to  have  a  look  at  tl 
Norton.  It  was  in  the  corner,  covered  with 
white  sheet,  like  the  furniture  of  the  ri( 
when  they  have  left  for  the  South 
France.  I  bought  the  sheet,  then  couldr 
afford  the  vacation.  The  battery  was  oi 
the  gas  tank  drained.  I'm  not  prepared  < 
short  notice  to  ride  in  winter  any  more.  I' 
had  too  many  close  brushes  with  death-b 

CuL ,  ..i:L'Mal 


hivering.  As  a  student  I  spent  most  of  one 
/inter  commuting  to  class  on  a  Honda 
"B-160,  and  that  experience  taught  me  a 
3t  of  valuable  lessons.  I  learned,  for  in- 
tance,  that  if  you  corner  a  motorcycle  with 
>ald  tires  fast  enough  on  new-fallen  snow 
t  is  possible  to  narrowly  miss  a  skidding 
ity  bus  and  knock  over  three  garbage  cans 
illed  exclusively  with  egg  shells  and  grape- 
ruit  rinds  while  sustaining  no  injury  more 
erious  than  a  sprained  thumb  and  a  term 
laper  on  Kierkegaard  ruined  by  slush.  On 

more  metaphysical  level,  I  discovered 
liat  hot  tea  is  inherently  Good,  while  cold 
/ind  represents  a  sort  of  Evil. 

When  I  couldn't  stand  it  any  more  I  sold 
ny  160  and  bought  a  sports  car-a  1959 
riumph  TR-3  with  no  side  curtains  and  a 
ole  the  size  of  a  cannonball  in  the  other- 
-ise  opaque  rear  window  of  the  convert- 
ble  top.  The  Triumph,  of  course,  was  no 
/armer  than  the  Honda,  but  since  it  never 
an  more  than  three  minutes  at  a  time  I 
ever  had  a  chance  to  get  really  cold.  Also, 
/hen  you  tapped  the  horn  button  the 
leering  wheel  began  to  smolder  and  melt, 
/hich  added  a  touch  of  comfort  in  cold 
/eather.  The  wiring  harness  finally  burned 
p  and  I  sold  the  car  for  a  tremendous 
rofit  and  bought  myself  another  bike:  a 
05  Superhawk.  By  that  time  it  was  sum- 
ler.  I  was  done  with  winter  riding  for 
ood. 

I  took  the  sheet  off  the  Norton,  dumped 
n  a  gallon  of  stale  lawnmower  gas, 
trapped  its  trickle-charged  battery  back 
nder  the  seat,  and  went  upstairs  to  dress.  I 
ut  on  all  the  clothes  1  owned  and  then 
■  ent  down  to  the  garage  to  get  my  waxed- 
otton  BelstafTjacket.  My  wife  won't  let  me 
eep  it  in  the  regular  coat  closet  because 
he  says  it  smells  like  creosote.  I  wrapped  a 
:arf  around  my  face  and  buckled  my 
elmet.  The  Norton's  anemic  electric 
tarter  went  "dit,"  so  I  started  the  bike  with 
jst  enough  kicks  to  steam  up  my  face 
fiield  with  hot  panting  breath. 

The  streets  in  town  were  wet,  but  out  on 
fie  highway  the  pavement  was  dry  and 
lean,  bleached  bone-white  from  three 
lonths  of  salting  by  the  county  road  crews, 
stopped  at  a  gas  station  to  fill  my  tank. 
Beautiful  day  for  a  ride,"  the  attendant 
aid.  "I  heard  we  were  supposed  to  get 
ome  snow,  but  it  sure  doesn't  look  like  it 
low." 

I  agreed,  a  little  uneasily,  and  remarked 
lat  I'd  put  on  too  many  layers  of  clothes 
nd  actually  felt  too  warm  riding  through 
wn— unheard  of  in  early  March.  I  pulled 
ui  on  the  highway  feeling  good  about  the 

rather  and  happy  to  be  back  on  my  bike 
nd  going  somewhere.  The  sun  shone 
,iwn  on  the  fields  and  woods  and  the  birds 

ng  brightly  on  the  telephone  wires— or  so 

magined,  in  the  whistling  isolation  of  mv 

ar  120. 

Then  10  mi.  down  the  road,  a  small 
iver  passed  over  my  body.  Not  an  actual, 
iible  shudder,  but  the  kind  of  shiver  that> 


Full  diess  Hondo. 

Next  time  you  go  on  tour,  dress 
your  Hondo  for  the  port.  With  gen- 
uine Hondoline*  bolt-on  accessories. 

These  Hondaline  accessories  ore 
the  only  fully  integrated  Honda 
designed  bolt-on  systems  for  most 
Honda  road  bikes.  They're  mode 
with  the  some  precision  and  quality 
that  went  into  your  bike  in  the  first 
place.  In  other  words,  they  fit  and 
they  function. 

You  can  buy  the  whole  system 
(for  selected  bikes)  or  begin 
with  a  few  essentials  and  odd 
on  later.  In  any  event,  your 
selection  is  unparalleled. 
Everything  from  weatherproof 
travel  trunb  and  saddle- 
bags to  durable  chrome- 
plated  luggage  rocb  and 
engine  guards. 


Your  Honda  dealer  has  the  full 
scoop  on  availability  and  model 
application.  So  before  you  start 
your  next  trip,  make  him  your 
first  stop. 


ONDAUN 
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is  more  psychic  than  physical.  The  sun  had 
gone  behind  a  cloud.  I  turned  and  looked 
over  my  shoulder.  Wrong.  The  sun  had 
gone  behind  a  lot  of  clouds.  It  had  disap- 
peared behind  a  textbook  vision  of  the 
rolling  cold  front.  A  mass  of  dark  winter 
clouds  moved  across  the  sky  from  the 
northwest  like  a  giant  focal-plane  shutter.  I 
shrugged;  the  air  was  still  nice  and  warm. 
About  10  minutes  later  I  plunged  into  one 
of  those  zones  of  sudden  cold  that  are  as 
vivid  to  a  motorcyclist  as  a  brick  wall,  or  a 
border  on  a  colored  map.  From  red  to  blue, 
faster  than  you  can  say  "brass  monkey."  I 
felt  as  though  I'd  dived  into  Lake  Superior. 
In  15  minutes  the  day  had  gone  from 
benign  to  angry.  I  tucked  my  chin  a  little 
tighter  into  my  collar  and  pressed  on. 

By  the  time  I'd  made  the  50  mi.  trip  to 
the  A  &  W  in  Columbus  it  was  dark  and 
cold.  The  sky  was  a  uniform  turbulent 
nasty  grey,  and  the  lights  from  the  restau- 
rant had  a  warm  orange  glow.  I  walked  in 
stiffly,  knocking  small  icicles  off  my  beard, 
and  ordered  a  very  large  coffee.  The  wait- 
ress asked  cheerfully,  "Is  that  for  here  or  to 
go?"  I  was  loo  cold  to  be  kind.  I  just  looked 
at  her  and  said.  "You  must  be  joking."  I 
took  the  coffee  back  to  a  window  table  and 
waited  for  Wargula. 

Motorcyclists  in  cold  weather  are  always 
in  a  quandary  over  their  speed.  Should 
they  ride  fast  and  get  it  over  with,  enduring 
the  ravages  of  high-speed  wind,  or  should 
they  ride  slowly,  prolonging  a  slightly  less 
terrible  agony. 

Jim  had  chosen  Slow  Death.  Coming 
down  the  highway  his  bike  looked  like  one 
of  those  lone  cavalry  horses  returning  to 
the  fort  with  a  dead  rider  full  of  arrows 
slumped  in  its  saddle,  stopping  here  and 
there  to  nibble  on  sagebrush.  I'd  never 
seen  Jim  ride  so  slowly,  or  so  stiffly.  And  I'd 
never  seen  a  motoa'ycle  turn  a  corner 
without  leaning,  but  Jim  did  it  as  he  pulled 
into  the  parking  lot.  He  pulled  to  a  stop 
and  sat  on  his  bike;  just  .sat.  not  bothering 
to  shut  the  engine  off.  as  though  he  ex- 
pected some  kind  of  emergency  ground 
crew  to  run  out  of  the  restaurant  and  lift 
him  off  his  Commando.  No  help  arrived, 
so  he  slowly  reached  for  the  key  and  turned 
it  off.  A  minute  later  he  tilted  his  head 
downward  and  began  to  look  for  the  kick- 
stand.  A  stiff  robot  leg  caught  the  edge  of 
the  stand  and  kicked  it  out.  He  swung  his 
other  leg  over  the  bike,  stood  up.  looked 
around  to  see  where  he  was.  and  then 


walked  toward  the  restaurant  door  with  a 
ponderous  I 'm-so-cold-now-there's-no- 
need-to-hurry  dignity. 

He  walked  right  past  my  table  without 
looking  at  me  and  went  to  the  counter. 
"Coffee."  he  said.  The  waitress  started  to 
ask  if  that  was  for  here  or  to  go.  but 
.something  in  his  voice  made  her  think  the 
better  of  it.  She  quickly  set  out  a  large 
white  styrofoam  cup  with  a  plastic  lid.  Jim 
paid  and  walked  over  to  my  table.  He  sat 
down  heavily,  without  speaking,  and 
peeled  the  lid  from  his  cup  with  a  hand  like 
a  claw.  He  took  a  drink  and  looked  darkly 
into  the  cup.  I  feared  for  a  moment  that  he 
might  dump  the  stuff  over  his  head,  or  at 
least  pour  it  down  his  boot.  But  he  just 
warmed  his  hands  over  the  steaming  cup 
and  looked  at  me.  raising  one  eyebrow  in  a 
sudden  show  of  levity. 

"Been  here  long?"  he  asked. 

"1  can't  tell  yet." 

Jim  looked  out  the  window.  "Lovely 
weather.  It  looks  like  midnight." 

"It's  supposed  tc  snow." 

Jim  nodded.  "We  better  warm  up  and 
head  for  home.  I  don't  want  to  spend  the 
winter  in  this  place."  He  looked  around. 
"Even  if  it  is  warm." 

It  took  us  about  two  hours  to  warm  up. 
We'd  both  quit  smoking,  but  we  bought  a 
pack  of  Lucky  Strikes  out  of  the  cigarette 
machine,  just  for  old  times,  and  smoked 
one  after  the  other.  (When  you  are  cold 
enough,  there  is  something  ineffably 
charming  about  a  glowing  cigarette  and 
great  clouds  of  smoke.)  Then  we  had  some 
hamburgers  and  more  coffee.  We  talked 
about  motorcycles  and  summer  and  what 
it  must  be  like  to  live  in  California  and 
then  had  some  more  coffee.  Snow  flurries 
began  to  blow  against  the  window.  My 
watch  said  it  was  two  in  the  afternoon,  but 
the  darkness  of  the  sky  made  it  much  later. 
A  light  dusting  of  show  settled  into  the 
quilting  pattern  on  our  cycle  seats  and 
formed  a  wind-blown  vee  on  the  pavement 
around  our  tires.  It  was  time  to  go.  so  we 
smoked  another  half  a  pack  o£  cigarettes, 
drank  some  more  coffee,  and  sloshed  out 
the  front  door  reeling  from  an  overdose  of 
caffeine  and  nicotine.  Jim  brushed  off  the 
seat,  started  his  cycle  with  one  kick— aided 
slightly  by  the  electric  starter-and  closed 
his  face  shield.  He  waited  until  my  bike 
was  running,  then  held  up  his  hand  in  a 
gesture  disturbingly  similar  to  a  Papal 
benediction.  We  put  the  bikes  in  gear  and 


split  off  at  the  highway  in  opposite  direc- 
tions. 

All  of  the  cars  had  their  headlights  on 
and  left  swirling  wakes  of  dry.  hard  snow 
that  worked  its  way  down  the  back  of  my 
neck  and  melted.  I  discovered  in  a  very 
short  time  that  I'd  worn  too  many  layers  of 
clothes  in  the  restaurant;  I  was  a  little  on 
the  warm  and  sweaty  side.  The  wind  made 
short  work  of  the  heat  I'd  brought  with  me. 
and  soon  I  began  to  shake.  I  shook  mildly 
at  first  with  a  sort  of  high-pitched  tuning 
fork  resonance,  and  then  more  heavily,  my 
uncontrolled  shuddering  moving  down  the 
scale  to  roughly  an  open  E,  played  on  a 
bass  guitar  with  a  badly-wound  fourth 
string.  It  went  from  there  to  the  kind  of  all- 
out  jerking  and  twitching  usually  associ- 
ated with  wind-up  toy  monkeys  that  hop 
and  play  the  cymbals  at  the  same  time 
The  rhythm  began  to  feed  into  my  han- 
dlebars, sending  the  bike  into  those  deadl) 
vibrations  that  warn  of  an  upcoming  tank- 
slapper.  I  slowed  down,  got  a  grip  or 
myself  and  several  miles  down  the  roac 
pulled  into  a  roadside  tavern.  There  1  had  £ 
plastic  cup  of  an  evil  brown  acidic  fluic 
which  the  bartender  jokingly  referred  to  a; 
"coffee."  I  asked  if  I  could  have  the  re 
mains  of  yesterday's  Milwaukee  Journal 
which  lay  on  the  bar.  and  then  retired  tc 
the  men's  room.  I  stuffed  the  want-ad  an( 
comic  sections,  respectively,  down  th< 
pantlegs  that  covered  my  left  and  righ 
thighs;  two  more  pages  went  up  around  m; 
calves  and  tucked  into  my  boots,  and  thi 
entire  front  page  was  spread  across  m{ 
chest,  tucked  into  my  belt,  and  buttonet 
into  my  shirt.  I  emerged  from  the  men' 
room  and  crinkled  my  way  stiffly  out  of  th 
bar.  to  the  momentary  distraction  of  a  ro>j 
of  bored  farmers  who  were  watching  th 
halftime  show  of  a  Texas  football  game- 
broadcast  from  a  mythical  land  where  thi 
grass  is  green,  the  sun  shines,  and  th 
cheerleaders  wear  neither  Belstaff  jacket 
nor.  as  far  as  I  could  tell,  newspape^ 
stuffed  in  their  undergarments.  | 

I  stepped  out  into  the  frozen  NortI 
mounted  the  bike  carefully  so  as  not  t 
disturb  my  armor,  and  motored  down  th 
road.  The  snow,  I  noted,  had  taken  a  tur 
for  the  worse.  The  flakes  grew  steadil 
larger  and  began  to  stick  to  the  road  ii 
stead  of  blowing  across  it.  My  headligl 
shone  into  a  billowing  cloud  of  whitene; 
where  the  snow  came  at  me  in  perfect! 
horizontal  flight,  parallel  to  the  roa< 
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Ilhcr  than  falling  from  the  sky.  Hcad- 
l;ht.s  loomed  in  my  mirror  and  a  semi 
Hired  past  and  disappeared  headlong  into 
own  swirling  snowstorm,  leaving  me 
liinded  to  the  exact  location  of  the  high- 
■iiv.  i  slowed  down  to  about  35  and  then 
lali/.ed  that  my  Norton  and  I  would  make 
Hne  hood  ornament  for  the  next  Peterbilt 


to  catch  us  from  the  rear.  I  cranked  it  back 
up  to  50.  fishtailing  slightly  on  the  slippery 
ri>ad.  On  a  long  sweeping  curve  the  bike 
began  a  slow  drift  to  the  outside,  dan- 
gerously close  to  the  berm  of  snow.  I  pulled 
in  some  opposite  lock  and  stuck  my  foot 
out  in  a  clumsy,  half-speed  parody  of  Dick 
Mann  at  the  .San  Jose  Mile.  This  move 


caused  ine  to  break  out  in  perhaps  the 
world's  coldest  sweat,  so  I  slowed  down 
again. 

When  the  rt)ad  siraigiitened  out  I  began 
to  grin,  as  best  I  could,  inside  my  scarf  and 
helmet.  It  was  the  same  self-deprecating 
grin  I  might  use  if  I  discovered  that  a  con 
artist  had  tricked  me  out  of  mv  life's 


Come  ram  or  come  sfime. 
It  starts  brighter,  stays  brighter 
than  the  leading  premium  wax. 


New  Simoniz"  Shines  Like  The  Sun 
premium  car  wax  gives  your  car 
a  shine  that  starts  brighter, 
stays  brighter  than  the  leading 


premium  wax.  And  we  guarantee 
you'll  like  it.  Or  your  money 
back.  From  Simoniz,  come  rain 
or  come  shine. 


Simoniz  IS  a  registered  trade  mark  of  Union  Carbide  Corporation.  270  Park  Avenue.  New  York.  N  Y  1001  7 


pyrigtited  material 


savings  and  stolen  my  car.  taking  my  wife 
along  as  a  willing  hostage.  Tricked  again. 
Had.  Lured  from  my  snug  house  by  the 
shabby  promise  of  a  warm  day  in  winter: 
the  flip  side  of  a  cold  day  in  hell.  1  must 
have  been  crazy.  I'd  broken  all  my  own 
rules;  I'd  gone  to  a  place  where  I  don't 
belong. 

Going  where  you  don't  belong,  I  de- 
cided a  long  time  ago,  is  the  root  of  all 
misery  and  the  soul  of  all  adventure.  For 
instance,  if  you  jump  out  of  an  airplane 
and  find  that  your  parachute  doesn't  open, 
you  realize  very  quickly  that  your  problem 
is  much  more  basic  than  a  malfunctioning 
silk  canopy;  the  real  problem  is  that  you 
are  5000  feet  off"  the  ground  and  falling 
through  space.  That  is,  you  are  in  a  place 
where  you  don't  belong.  Or  if  you  are  a 
Formula  One  driver  and  you  hit  some  oil 
in  a  very  high-speed  curve,  say  in  the 
Karussel  at  Nurburgring,  the  problem  is 
not  so  much  that  you've  hit  oil;  the  prob- 
lem is  that  you  are  in  a  very  fragile  ma- 
chine going  120  miles  per  hour.  You  are- 
you  guessed  it- in  a  Place  Where  You 
Don't  Belong.  If  you  hadn't  gone  there 
you'd  be  home  now.  Everything  would  be 
all  right.  There  are  hundreds  of  other 
places  where  people  don't  belong:  moun- 
tainsides in  the  Himalayas,  foxholes  in 
foreign  countries,  13-foot  sailboats  in  the 
mid-Atlantic,  bars  full  of  drunks,  spying  in 
the  Kremlin,  whorehouses.  New  York, 
milking  rattlesnakes,  hang-gliding  off  El 
Capitan,  shrieking  down  Bray  Hill  on  an 
OW-I,  dodging  bulls  in  Pamplona,  con- 
sorting with  minors,  and  so  on.  All  won- 
derful adventures,  but  fraught  with  some 
degree  of  peril  because  you  really 
shouldn't  be  there.  You  are  more  or  less 
asking  for  it.  And  if  you  get  it,  not  much 
sympathy  will  be  forthcoming.  You've 
gone  by  your  own  device  to  a  place  without 
mercy.  Sometimes  a  motorcycle  is  a  place 
where  you  don't  belong.  Like  in  the  winter, 
when  the  first  good  blizzard  of  the  year 
blows  out  of  the  northwest  and  clogs  the 
road  with  drifts  of  blinding  snow.  Some- 
times you  find  yourself  in  a  place  where 
you  don't  belong  not  because  you  are 
adventurous,  but  because  you  haven't  got 
the  sense  God  gave  a  chipmunk.  Because 
you  are,  in  the  words  of  my  third-grade 
teacher,  a  silly  goose.  And,  yes,  because 
you  are  dumb  as  a  stump. 


A  four-wheel  drive  Bronco  sped  easily 
past  me.  Two  children  in  the  back  watched 
me  wide-eyed  and  then  waved.  I  waved 
back  by  cautiously  lifting  a  couple  of  fin- 
gers from  the  grips.  The  children  suddenly 
turned  away  and  made  animated  gestures 
of  conversation  with  their  father,  who  was 
driving.  1  couldn't  hear  the  conversation, 
but  I  knew  what  they  were  saying.  (Daddy, 
what  does  "cretin"  mean?) 

The  road  was  ridiculous.  A  solid  layer  of 
snow  now  blanketed  the  pavement,  except 
where  the  strongest  wind  swept  across  it. 
Drifts  were  forming  at  a  diagonal  to  the 
centerline.  My  front  tire  began  to  turn 
more  slowly  than  the  rear:  it  was  only  a 
matter  of  time  until  the  front  fender 
jammed  with  ice  and  snow  and  set  technol- 
ogy back  ten  thousand  years  by  turning  my 
wheel  into  a  skid-or  a  runner.  A  restau- 
rant billboard  told  me  that  1  was  still  five 
miles  from  town,  and  I  suddenly  had  to  ask 
myself,  "Is  it  possible  to  go  any  farther?" 

"No,"  said  a  voice  that  I  barely  recog- 
nized as  my  own,  but  was  nevertheless  glad 
to  hear.  "Dump  this  two-wheeled  death- 
trap somewhere  and  thumb  it  home." 

Just  then,  like  a  mirage  in  a  frozen 
Sahara,  there  appeared  a  lighted  building 
on  the  roadside.  It  was  a  turquoise  steel 
building  in  the  middle  of  nowhere  (i.e.. 
just  west  of  Sun  Prairie,  Wisconsin)  with 
big  display  windows  across  the  front  and  a 
giant  yellow  Yamaha  sign  shining  like  a 
star  in  the  east  out  of  the  snowy  darkness. 
"Thank  God  for  tin  buildings  and  giant 
international  corporations,"  I  mumbled  to 
myself,  punching  my  left  turn  signal 
switch  with  a  remote,  frozen  appendage  I 
recognized  as  my  left  thumb. 

When  I  walked  inside  two  men  and  a 
boy  in  flourescent  orange  deer-hunting 
hats  and  open  galoshes  were  trying  to  trade 
in  a  purple  snowmobile  with  a  leopard- 
skin  seat,  bargaining  with  a  salesman  in  a 
camouflaged  duck-hunting  hat  and  open 
galoshes.  Each  of  the  four  had  one  foot  on 
the  snowmobile  in  question.  The  .salesman 
smiled  and  said,  "Hell  of  a  day  for  bikes! 
We're  supposed  to  get  fifteen  inches 
tonight.  I  suppose  you  come  in  here  to  buy 
a  set  of  chains  for  that  thing!" 

"Snow  tires,  probly,"  one  of  the  men 
said  and  we  all  had  a  good  laugh.  Then  I 
asked  if  they  had  winter  storage  space  for 
motorcycles. 


"You  bet.  Five  bucks  a  month.  Pay  whe 
you  pick  it  up.  Bring  it  around  back." 

I  pushed  the  Norton  around  to  the  rear  c 
the  building  while  the  salesman  opened  a 
electric  overhead  garage  door.  It  was  a  darl 
cold  warehouse-style  room  with  mavbe  10 
bikes  jammed  in  tank-to-tank.  A  wintt 
tomb  for  the  two-wheeled  undead:  const 
crated  earth  in  a  Dracula's  castle  of  slurr 
bering  bikes  who  only  come  out  when  it 
warm.  The  salesman  looked  over  the  sea  c 
mirrors  and  handlebars  and  finally  foun 
an  open  space.  I  shut  oflT  the  fuel,  wiped  th 
bike  down  with  a  rag,  and  eased  the  Norto 
into  a  slot  between  a  Honda  305  Drear 
with  a  duct-tape  seat  and  a  full-dress  Yc 
maha  200  Electric  Start  with  ape-hangei 
and  a  backrest  that  somehow  reminded  m 
of  the  monogrammed  aluminum  scree 
door  on  my  neighbor's  house.  The  Norto 
looked  lost  in  the  vast  stygian  chaos  of  bike 
and  I  felt  a  tinge  of  regret  when  the  ligh 
went  out  and  the  garage  door  came  down; 
was  like  leaving  my  dog  at  the  kennels.  Bi 
blizzards  were  Nature's  way  of  telling  you  t 
park  your  bike. 

I  told  the  salesman  I'd  be  back  on  th 
first  warm  day  of  spring,  then  trudged  oi 
to  the  highway  to  hitch  a  ride.  It  w; 
snowing  harder  and  the  flakes  were  comir 
down  the  size  of  small  paper  plates.  Th 
wind  was  really  blowing  now.  The  hea( 
lights  of  passing  cars  were  nothing  but  so 
globes  of  whiteness  in  the  swirling  sno^ 
The  third  car  to  pass  suddenly  locked  u 
his  tires  and  stopped  just  down  the  road, 
ran  up  and  got  in.  A  young  man  wj 
driving.  He  had  hangers  in  the  back  wii 
dow  and  looked  like  a  college  student.  I 

"Terrible  time  to  be  out  hitch-hiking 
he  said.  "How  did  you  ever  end  up  way  oi 
here?"  | 

"I  rode  my  motorcycle,"  I  said. 

The  smile  froze  on  his  face  and  he  cast 
sidelong  glance  at  my  clothes  and  tl 
helmet  in  my  lap.  He  laughed,  a  litt 
uneasily.  It  was  the  same  reaction  you  get 
you  tell  people  you've  just  arrived  from  tl 
planet  Mongo.  With  a  more  subdued  ar 
cautious  voice  he  asked.  "Where  are  yC 
headed?" 

"Home,"  I  said,  savoring  the  word  ar 
thinking  about  a  steaming  hot  show( 
"where  I  belong." 

I 
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Keep  it  going  strong  with  the  Hot  "U". 


If  you're  a  Honda  rider,  do  yourself  and  your  bike 
a  favor: 

Go  to  your  local  dealer  or  accessory  shop  and 
ask  for  a  set  of  ND  Hot  "U"  plugs. 

Notice  the  U-shaped  groove  in  the  ground 
electrode.  Quite  simply,  that  allows  a  larger  and 
hotter  flash  front.  So  the  plug  fires  better 

With  the  Hot  "U,"  your  bike  won't  load  up  when 
you  lug  the  engine  or  log  when  you  crock  on  the 


power  You  con  expect  faster  starting,  better 
acceleration,  a  smoother  ride,  less  fouling,  more 
miles  per  gallon  and  longer  plug  life. 

The  Hot  "U"  is  available  for  97%  of  the  bikes  on 
(and  off)  the  rood  today.  Including  nearly  all  Honda 
models.  In  fact,  it's  usea  as  original  equipment  by 
Honda,  Kawasaki  and  Suzuki. 

If  your  dealer  doesn't  have  it,  tell  him  he  should. 

You'll  be  doing  him  o  favor,  too. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it. Then  v^^e  patented  it. 
(Patent  No.  3,970,885.) 


HOT  "O" 

Nippondenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  2301  h  Street 
Carson.  California  90745 


THE 

HAILWOOD  COLLECTION 

When  Mike  Hailwood  Retired  From  GP  Racing  Honda  Gave  Him 

Some  Going-Away  Presents 

by  Peter  Forsyth 


I was  very  interested  to  read  Cycle 
World's  accurate  and  informative  arti- 
cle, "The  Rivals"  in  the  September. 
1978  issue,  and  thought  readers  might  like 
to  know  my  small  part  of  the  story. 

In  late  1974,  through  various  unlikely 
circumstances,  I  began  work  restoring 
Mike  Hailwood's  collection  of  Honda 
racers.  This  consisted  of  one  complete 
machine,  the  1967  RC181  500,  and  a  large 
heap  of  parts  which  was  dumped  in  a  shed 
at  the  end  of  the  '68  season  when  Mike 
switched  to  full  time  car  racing. 

The  first  job  was  to  sort  out  the  pile  of 
parts  which  eventually  proved  to  be 
enough  to  build  two  machines,  an  RC173 
and  the  Hailwood-Reynolds  Special. 

There  was  also  a  supply  of  new  spares 
for  several  models,  which  gave  a  clue  to 
why  Honda  pulled  out  of  GP  racing.  Re- 
member that  in  1966  Honda  won  the  man- 
ufacturers championship  in  all  five  solo 
classes:  add  to  this  the  fact  that  each 
machine  was  completely  different  to  every 
other,  even  to  different  diameter  tubes 
used  for  handlebars.  It  is  obvious  that  this 
kind  of  development  work  is  very  expen- 
sive. (It  reputedly  cost  Honda  between  five 
and  six  million  dollars  a  season.) 

The  financial  limit  had  been  reached, 
not  the  technological  limit  as  Mr.  Bohon 
suggested.  1  am  told  that  a  six  cylinder  500 
and  eight  cylinder  250  and  350  were  run- 
ning in  Japan  in  late  1967. 

The  first  machine  I  finished  was  a  350 
four  cylinder  RC173.  Honda  made  several 
different  350  Fours  over  a  period  of  about 
five  years  and  this  one  was  next  to  the  last. 
It  was  superseded  by  a  short  stroke  Four 
and  then  the  Six  appeared. 

When  I  stripped  the  motor  I  discovered 
that  the  crankshaft,  rods,  and  pistons  were 
missing.  As  it  was  not  feasible  to  manufac- 
ture these  components,  the  bike  (see 
photo)  is  a  static  museum  exhibit. 

The  next  machine  for  restoration  was 
the  ex-TT  lap  record  holder  1967  RC 18 1. 
The  actual  numbers  are:  engine  RC181E- 
302,  frame  RC181F-301.  The  engine  had 
last  been  run  when  fitted  in  the  Hailwood- 
Renolds  Special  and  ridden  by  John 
Cooper  at  Oulton  Park  in  1968.  The  trans- 
mission broke  during  the  race  and  the  bike 
was  laid  up  for  some  years,  during  which 
time  the  motor  was  refitted  in  the  RC181 
frame. 

On  stripping  the  engine  I  found  that  the 
gears  connecting  the  countershaft  and 
clutch  had  self-destructed:  also,  probably 
as  a  result,  several  of  the  gearbox  bearings 


The  RC1 73.  The  factory  was  always  vague  about  the  details  of  these  bikes  and  seldom  allowt 
such  detailed  photography  while  they  were  being  raced.  Items  of  interest  here  include  tt 
open  frame,  with  the  engine  serving  as  a  stressed  member,  a  Honda  practice  now  appearir 
on  several  road  models.  The  wet  sump,  mostly  hidden  by  the  exhaust  system,  appears  to  t 
an  elaborate  casting  that  stiffens  the  engine  and  bolts  to  the  frame  below  the  swing  arm  pivc 
Generous  steering  damper,  according  the  reports  of  the  day,  came  in  handy  This  bike 
missing  some  engine  parts  and  is  a  static  display  only. 


were  cracked.  Other  than  this  the  six  speed 
box  was  in  good  condition.  So  was  the 
crankshaft,  which  is  a  single  plane, 
pressed-up  web  shaft,  supported  on  five 
roller  main  bearings  with  roller  big  ends. 
There  is  no  big  end  oil  feed  other  than  by 
mist  which  is  blown  into  the  crankcase 
through  a  carburetor  jet  in  the  crankcase 


wall  between  the  3rd  and  4th  cylinders. 

I  fitted  the  clutch  gear  and  countersha, 
from  the  1966  RCI81  engine,  which  w^ 
fortunately  the  same  as  in  the  '67  enginj 
The  countershaft  in  the  350  engine  wi 
dimensionally  the  same  but  the  oil  pumi 
drive,  a  worm  gear  cut  about  half  wz 
along  the  shaft,  drove  in  the  upposi: 


^  v.,  -i 


The  RC181,  a  500  Four  raced  in  1967.  The  bike  has  been  returned  to  full  factory  trim  and  g 
ridden  for  special  events.  The  rest  of  the  year  it  lives  at  Donnington  Park's  museum. 
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rection.  Some  of  the  valves  and  seats  had 
sted  so  I  lapped  in  all  16  and  ground  the 
m  followers  to  restore  the  clearances. 
The  motor  was  not  run  until  May  of  this 
ar  when  John  Cooper  rode  a  few  demon- 
ration  laps  in  the  rain  at  Donnington 
irk.  The  bikes  are  kept  at  Donnington,  in 
rcuit  owner  Tom  Wheatcroft's  museum 
■  open  wheel  racing  cars. 
The  big  Honda  runs  smoothly  and  still 
)es  to  the  redline.  12,500  rpm,  producing 
1  astounding  noise  in  the  process.  The 
mdling  is  not  the  best,  as  mentioned  in 
e  Cycle  World  article.  The  narrow  tires 
e  undoubtedly  a  contributory  factor  but 
e  engine  itself  seems  to  be  the  major 
oblem.  For  a  start,  it's  very  heavy,  155  lb. 
■y,  and  its  center  of  gravity  is  high  and 
:ry  far  forward.  Also  the  crankshaft  runs 
ickwards;  that  is,  in  the  opposite  direc- 
3n  to  the  wheels,  and  the  torque  reaction 
Dm  a  motor  with  such  a  fast  pick-up  is 
irdly  likely  to  help.  However,  the  main 
oblem  is  the  power  characteristics— the 
:st  part  of  100  bhp  just  suddenly  appears 
It  of  nowhere.  Even  Norton  managed  to 
oduce  a  non-handling  Manx  by  sharp- 
ling  the  powerband  too  much,  and  the 
onda  produces  multiples  of  that  horse- 
)wer— people  who  ought  to  know  tell  me 
ey  saw  1 1 5  bhp  on  the  brake  dynomome- 
r  in  Japan  from  the  1967  RC181.  and  it 
ill  is  appreciably  sharper  than  the  1966 
11.  which  is  presumably  the  85  bhp  motor 
r.  Bohon  referred  to. 
The  only  surviving  example  of  the  many 
tempts  to  make  the  Honda  handle  has 
so  been  rebuilt.  This  is  the  Hailwood- 
;nolds  Special,  rebuilt  at  Donnington 
irk  Museum  by  chief  mechanic,  Brian 
avis.  The  specification  is  now  the  same  as 
[len  it  was  first  built,  that  is,  fitted  with 
e  1966  engine  and  forks,  in  which  config- 
ation  it  handles  well.  The  1967  engine 
id  forks  had  at  one  time  been  fitted  in  the 
:nolds  frame  but  the  power  characteris- 
:s  again  proved  too  much,  even  for  this 
Ivanced  design.  The  Renolds  Special 
IS  also  been  run  at  Donnington  where 
cky  Brian  Davis  gets  to  check  out  the 
kes  before  demonstration  runs  by  the 
irs. 

When  Honda  pulled  out  of  Grand  Prix 
cing  at  the  end  of  the  '67  season,  they 
me  to  an  agreement  with  Hailwood  re- 
rding  the  '68  season;  this  included  ask- 
g  him  not  to  ride  for  any  other  Japanese 
ctory  and  giving  him  the  1967  works 
kes  to  ride  in  non-championship  events 
1968.  These  bikes  were  the  RC181  and 
CI 73  that  I  rebuilt,  the  RC181  engine 
at  was  in  the  HRS,  and  the  RC174. 297cc 
c  cylinder. 

In  the  course  of  changing  careers  and 
l-setting  around  the  world.  Mike  and  the 
X  became  separated.  If  anybody  knows 
lere  it  is  now,  we'd  like  it  back  to  com- 
ete  the  collection. 

Peter  Forsyth 
16,  Chine  Crescent 
Bournemouth, 
Dorset,  England  Q 


When  you  tune  it  yourself 
make  sure  you  do  it  right. 

\A/;tU  r^n  Kjn  T,,r^r^  I  1.^  \f  A  l^,  Kir\  I  I   -i-  .  TOO 


With  an  ND  Tune  Up  Kit  for 
Honda. 

Along  with  points  and  conden- 
sers, it  includes  the  great  Hot  "U" 
plug.  Which  practically 
guarantees  super  performance. 


Nippondensfl 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  230th  Street 
Carson.  California  90745 


ND  now  makes  kits  for  183 
Honda  models.  If  your  dealer 
doesn't  have  them,  tell  him  he 
should. 

Because  anything  worth 
doing  is  worth  doing  right. 


CYCLE- 
COVER 

The  All-Weather 
Protector 


introducing  the  Vetter  Cycle-Cover.  Be  It  rain  or 
dust,  freezing  cold  or  blistering  sunlight,  Cycle- 
Cover  offers  the  protection  your  motorcycle  finish 
needs. 

It  is  made  of  durable,  aluminized,  rip-stop  nylon 
with  a  combination  elastic  band  &  quick-draw  nylon 
drawstring. 

Cycle-Cover  is  lightweight,  comes  complete  with 
storage  bag  and  easily  fits  inside  the  fairing  com- 
partment. 

See  your  local  dealer,  or  send  $1  for  our  new 
catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA 
93401. 
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Meet  our  newest  Low 
Sllngei.  the  GS-425L. 

As  you  can  see,  it's  a 
thing  of  beauty.  Thanks  to 
beautiful  things  like:  Pull- 
back  handlebars,  extended 
forks,  plush  step  saddle  and 
chopped  megaphone 
pipes. 

Also  beautiful  is  its  gas- 
squeezing  4-stroke  twin 
engine,  nimble-handling 
suspension  and  smooth- 
stopping  front  disc  brake. 

The  GS-425L.  How 
sweet  it  is. 


Sling  km 


\ 


Ride  salely:  wear  a  helmet,  eye  protection  and  appropriate  riding  apparel.  Member  Motorcycle  Safety  FoundatlonX^ 


»weet  chariot. 


S-42^£ow  Slinger.^ 


SUZUKI 


Suzuki.  The  performer. 


Protecting  Your  Heact 

With  Snell  '75 

Row  after  row  ofbattered  and  broken      ential.  yet  the  rider  sustained  no  major  helmets  work,  and,  coincidentally.  the  im 

helmets  line  shelves  in  the  research      head  injuries.  Another  rider  hit  an  unseen  portance  of  materials  and  constructio 

lab  of  a  major  motorcycle  helmet      rock  in  the  desert  at  80  mph,  flew  through  used.  The  job  of  a  helmet  is  to  eat  energ 

manufacturer  near  Los  Angeles.  Califor-      the  air.  landed  and  bounced  along  under-  energy  which  would  otherwise  reach  tH: 

nia.  They  were  returned  by  grateful  riders      neath  the  motorcycle.  His  helmet  was  com-  brain  and  injure  or  kill  the  rider.  The  idel 

who  survived  incredible  accidents,  and      pletely  .scraped,  cracked  in  three  places,  is  to  spread  an  impact  over  as  great  an  aro- 

they  .serve  as  mute  testimony  to  the  effec-      and  the  liner  jerked  down  into  the  port-  as  po.ssible.  rather  than  have  it  concei; 

tiveness  of  a  good  helmet.                         hole.  But  the  rider  awoke  and  walked  back  trated  at  one  point,  and  to  then  absorb  th  r 

One  rider  was  run  over  by  a  car  on  the      into  his  pits  with  no  memory  of  the  crash,  impact, 

expressway.  His  helmet  bore  tire  tracks  and      suffering  only  a  mild  concussion.  Tests  have  shown  that  laminated  fibea 

scrape  marks  from  the  automobile's  differ-         The  broken  specimens  illustrate  how  glass  spreads  impact  better  than  other  m  r 

by  John  Ulrich 

A  Guide  To  Helmet  Standards  and  a  List  of  the  Best  Helmets 
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erials.  and  most  of  the  best  helmets  today 
till  feature  a  fiberglass/resin  shell  as  first 
sed  when  the  modern  crash  helmet  was 

vented  in  1954  by  Bell  Helmets.  And 
ince  an  expanded  polystyrene  liner-first 
sed  in  the  late  1950s-'is  still  the  best 

aterial  for  absorbing  impact,  that's  what 

e  best  helmets  today  use. 

When  impact  force  exceeds  a  certain 

vel.  the  fiberglass  shell  de-laminates-the 

vers  of  fiberglass  separating-and  in  the 
rocess.  uses  up  energy  from  the  impact, 
nergy  not  absorbed  in  shell  delamination 

absorbed  by  a  non-resilient  expanded 
olystyrene  foam  liner.  As  the  liner 
ushes.  more  of  the  energy  transferred 

m  the  shell  is  used  up,  diminishing 

pact  energy. 

The  whole  point  of  wearing  a  helmet  is 
oiding  injury.  But  knowing  what  you 
nl  isn't  the  same  thing  as  getting  it.  The 
;lmet  industry  is  relatively  new.  A  vast 
)dy  of  knowledge  doesn't  exist  for  de- 
jners  to  refer  to.  Colleges  don't  produce 
ialified  helmet  designers  with  all  the 
iswers.  New  ground  is  constantly  broken; 
;w  research  must  be  undertaken.  Helmet 
anufacturers  can't  simply  strap  experi- 
ental  helmets  onto  employees,  send 
em  out  to  crash  and  then  see  what  hap- 
ns. 

Instead,  manufacturers  built  helmets  to 
indards,  of  which  there  are  many.  Differ- 
t  standards  are  set  by  various  organiza- 
ms  and  may  even  have  different  specific 
lis.  Common  standards  include  the 
nerican  National  Standards  Institute's 
*0.1.  the  U.S.  Department  of  Transporta- 
n  (DOT)  standard  and  the  Snell  Memo- 
I  Foundation  standard. 
There  are  problems  in  standard  setting, 
cent  studies  of  motorcycle  accidents  on 
:  street  have  shown  that  the  biggest 
•tor  in  surviving  a  motorcycle  accident  is 
ether  or  not  a  helmet  is  worn,  not  what 
ndard  is  met  by  the  helmet  worn. 
Standard  setters  disagree  on  require- 
nts.  For  example,  the  Snell  Foundation 
ndard  requires  that  a  helmet  not  trans- 
t  an  impact  force  of  more  than  200  g's 
more  than  two  milli.seconds  (2/  IO(X)  of 
jcond).  But  authorities  differ  on  the  safe 
ximum  time  duration  and  lack  a 
thod  for  determining  the  exact  survival 
labiliities  of  the  human  brain  in  regard 
mpact  duration.  Some  standards  don't 
■e  a  duration  clau.se,  just  a  maximum 
»act  level.  In  that  respect,  standards  are 
:n  arbitrary. 

fhe  Snell  Memorial  Foundation  was 
jiblished  in  1957  in  memory  of  race 
^er  Peter  Snell,  who  was  kil'led  while 
Iring  an  ineffective  helmet.  In  those 
s.  there  were  no  standards  for  helmets, 
ch  usually  were  made  of  linen  and 
n  or  cork.  No  one  had  devoted  serious 


study  to  what  a  helmet  should  do  beyond 
cover  the  head,  and  many  drivers  and 
riders  died  in  crashes  that  would  be  per- 
fectly survivable  with  the  helmets  avail- 
able today.  An  amateur  race  driver  and 
medical  man.  Dr.  George  Snively,  has 
headed  the  Snell  Foundation  since  its  es- 
tablishment, constantly  testing,  experi- 
menting, gathering  medical  data.  Peri- 
odically. Dr.  Snively  revises  the  Snell 
standard  as  helmet-building  technology 
improves.  For  example,  a  helmet  which 
passes  the  Snell  1975  standard  (the  most 
recent),  provides  20  percent  more  impact 
protection  for  the  wearer  than  does  a 
helmet  which  passed  the  Snell  1970  stan- 
dard, which  was  in  efl"ect  until  the  1975 
revisions.  The  Snell  standard  is  pass/fail, 
and  all  helmets  built  to  conform  to  the 
Snell  1975  standard  have  a  red  Snell  1975 
sticker-complete  with  serial  number-in- 
side the  liner.  The  Snell  Foundation 
doesn't  rale  helmets  beyond  pass/fail,  and 
won't  release  information  on  helmets 
which  fail. 

The  Snell  standard  is  the  most  difficult 
standard  for  helmet  manufacturers  to 
meet,  and  was  the  first  audited  standard. 
Snell  representatives  buy  sample  helmet,s 
from  retail  stores  at  random  and  make 
tests,  where  other  standards  would  (and 
still  do)  test  helmets  supplied  by  the  manu- 
facturer as  being  representative  of  all  pro- 
duction. 

It  is  possible  that  there  are  helmets  .sold 
today  which  could  pass  the  Snell  test  and 
yet  haven't  been  tested.  But  the  only  way  a 
buyer  can  be  sure-  despite  what  an  eager 
salesman  or  public  relations  man  may 
say -is  to  look  for  the  Snell  sticker 

Recognizing  the  excellence  of  the  Snell 
standard,  the  American  Motorcyclist  Asso- 
ciation (AMA)  and  other  racing  groups  in 
the  U.S.  require  that  competitors  wear 
helmets  certified  by  the  Snell  Foundation. 

Lab  testing  for  the  Snell  standard  mea- 
sures a  helmet's  impact  absorption,  chin 
strap  retention  and  resistance  to  shell  pen- 
etration. 

In  impact  tests,  a  metal  form  shaped  and 
weighted  to  approximate  an  average  hu- 
man head  is  fitted  with  an  accelerometer 
connected  to  a  computer  sy.stem.  With  a 
helmet  strapped  on.  the  form  is  rai.sed 
three  meters  and  dropped  on  an  anvil.  The 
accelerometer  measures  impact  force  in  g's 
transmitted  through  the  helmet  to  the  head 
form.  Anvil  shape  is  changed  to  simulate 
difl"erent  specified  impact  surfaces,  as  if  the 
helmet  hit  against  a  flat  road,  a  street  curb, 
a  curved  rock.  etc.  Head  form  position  is 
altered  to  change  impact  location  on  the 
helmet,  from  one  side  to  the  other,  front  or 
rear. 

In  penetration  testing,  a  pointed  weight 
(6.67  lb.)  drops  from  one  meter  onto  the 


helmet,  which  must  not  allow  penetration. 

In  retention  tests,  the  helmet  is  placed 
on  a  head  form  and  strapped  onto  a  sta- 
tionary bar  A  hydraulic  pump  raises  the 
head  form  while  pressure  is  indicated  by 
one  gauge  and  stretch  by  another  gauge. 
To  pass,  a  helmet  retention  system  must 
endure  a  300-lb.  force  over  a  period  of  two 
minutes  without  breaking  or  elongating 
more  than  one  inch. 

To  earn  Snell  approval,  it  isn't  enough 
for  samples  of  a  helmet  model  to  pa.ss  the 
impact,  penetration  and  retention  tests. 
Any  given  sample  of  that  helmet  model 
must  be  able  to  pass  the  same  tests  after 
being  soaked  in  water  for  24  hours,  or 
frozen  for  24  hours,  or  baked  in  an  oven  for 
24  hours. 

In  spite  of  all  the  effon  expended  to 
improve  helmet  performance  in  terms  of 
impact  spreading  and  absorption,  that 
doesn't  mean  that  a  rider  wearing  a  helmet 
is  indestructible. 

Even  the  highest  standard-the  Snell 
75-based  upon  the  best  available  technol- 
ogy, requires  that  helmets  protect  the  brain 
from  direct  impacts  of  about  18  mph.  The 
best  helmet  in  the  world  will  not  save  a 
rider's  life  in  the  case  of  a  25  mph  head- 
first collision  with  a  solid,  unmoving,  non- 
yielding  object  or  surface. 

Happily,  few  linear  (straight  line)  im- 
pacts reach  that  level  in  real  life.  A  rider 
may  tumble  down  the  Daytona  straight- 
away at  175  mph,  but  the  impacts  against 
the  pavement  are  glancing  and  sliding,  and 
as  long  as  they  don't  exceed  the  ca- 
pabilities of  the  helmet  to  absorb  linear 
impact,  then  the  rider  may  survive-as 
several  have. 

A  rider  may  slam  into  the  side  of  a  car  or 
truck  at  40  mph.  but  he  reaches  out  with 
his  hands,  or  his  shoulder  hits  first,  or  the 
sheet-metal  side  of  the  car  or  truck  dents 
inward;  linear  impact  force  again  fails  to 
exceed  the  helmet's  capabilities,  and  the 
rider  lives. 

There  are  several  things  to  consider 
when  buying  a  helmet.  Any  helmet  is 
better  than  no  helmet,  but  once  you've 
pijssed  that  point  ii'.s  ;i  thinking'man'.s 
decision  as  to  how  much  protection  you 
want.  Second,  racing  organizations  specify 
that  helmets  must  meet  Snell  1975  stan- 
dards. Third,  only  fiberglass-and-resin- 
shell  (or.  in  the  ca.se  of  c-ertain  Shoci  and 
Arai  models,  a  combination  of  fiberglass 
with  aramid  or  carbon  fiber  for  equal 
strength  and  less  weight)  helmets  have 
passed  Snell  1975  at  this  time.  Fourth, 
every  helmet  design  which  has  passed  the 
Snell  Foundation  tests  comes  with  a  Snell 
1975  sticker  inside  the  liner,  in  plain  view. 

We  always  wear  helmets  when  ridinc. 
but  we  look  for  the  Snell  sticker  first. 
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THE  VIRTUES 
OF  BEING  SINGLE 


If  you're  of  the  purist 
belief  that  the  sim- 
pler a  bike  is,  the 
better  it  is— or,  if 
you're  just  plain 
tired  of  some  of  the 
hulking,  hopped- 
up  overachievers 
that  populate  the  streets  today— 
the  SR500  should  come  as  a 
welcomed  breath  of  fresh  air. 

It  doesn't  have  six 
cylinders.  It  doesn't  even 
have  two. 

Like  the  timeless  big 
bore  classics  that  ruled  the 
streets  in  the  '50s,  the  SR500 
has  one  single  cylinder  And 
one  lone,  long-stroking  piston 
to  hammer  out  plenty  of  power, 
plus  enough  low-end  torque  to 
make  shifing  optional  at  certain 
speeds. 

Because  of  its  engine  con- 
figuration, the  SR500  is  also 


Them  Us 

slimmer  than  any  other  full-sized 
motorcycle,  measuring  less  than  beautiful. 
10  inches  side  to  side. 

That,  coupled  with  incredibly 
light  weight,  makes  the  SR500 


a  dream  to  handle.  And  its  over- 
all simplicity  makes  it  a  cinch  to 
maintain. 

Beyond  which,  Yamaha's 
innovative  engineering  has  made 
the  SR500  as  timely  as  it  is 
timeless. 

We  perfected  a  compression 
release  lever  and  piston  position 
indicator  that  make  kick  starting 
our  machine  quick  and  easy. 
Something  that  couldn't  be 
said  for  its 
illustrious 
ancestors. 
The  fuel  tank 
has  a  vacuum- 
operated  petcock 
that  lets  fuel  flow  only 
when  there's  negative 
engine  pressure.  So  you  never 
have  to  touch  a  fuel  fitting. 

We  also  gave  the  SR500 
maintenance  and  adjust- 
ment-free Capacitor  Dis- 
charge Ignition.  Oil-in-the- frame, 
dry  sump  lubrication.  Front 
and  rear  disc  brakes.  Seven- 
spoke  cast  alloy  wheels  with  flat 
black  trim.  Full  instrumentation 
including  self-cancelling  turn 
signals.  And  a  large,  seven-inch 
sealed-beam  headlight. 

The  SR500  single.  Of  all  the 
SOOcc  motorcycles  on  the  street 
today  no  other  has  engineering 
so  beautifully  simple 


Or  performance  so  simply 


YAMAHA 

When  you  know  how  they're  built 


Pull  in  the  compression  levev. 
turn  the  engine  over  until 
you  can  see  the  silver  markes^ 
in  the  piston  iyidicator  witidk 
then  kick  ivith  confidence. 

Easily  adjustable  5-position 
rear  shocks. 


Fron  t  and  rear  ^ 
cast  alloy  ivheek 
and  disc  brakes: 


Cmnplete  instnimentatimi 
includes  central  ignition 
switch/ fork  lock. 


Large  sealed-beam 
headlight  is  seveti 
inches  in  diameter. 


SThe  all-ball-and-roller-bearing 
\^99cc,  single-cylinder  engine 
metes  out  tremendous  amounts  of 
wrque.  CDIigjtition  makes  it 
msy  to  maintain. 


Telescopic  front 
forks  are  acutely 
respomive. 


Ami  S-75 


Ami  X-75 


Arai  R-7 


Open  face,  fiberglass  construction. 
Available  in  small,  medium,  large,  extra 
large.  $62.95  in  white,  $2  extra  for  silver,  $5 
extra  for  black.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


Arai  RX-7 


Full  face.  Complex  Laminate  Construc- 
tion, similar  to  usual  fiberglass  construc- 
tion, but  utilizes  polymer  fiber  for  equal 
strength  with  weight  reduction.  Available 
in  small,  medium,  large,  extra  large. 
$130.95  in  white  only.  Helmet  shown  has 
custom  paint  job  similar  to  Arai  Vintage 
Series.  The  RX-7  passes  Snell  1975  and 
comes  in  white  only  at  this  writing.  The 
fancy-paint  Vintage  Series  does  not  pass 
Snell  1975. 
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Full  face,  fiberglass  construction.  Avail- 
able in  small,  medium,  large,  extra  large. 
$72.95  in  white,  $2  extra  for  silver,  $5  extra 
for  black.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


Bell  Magnum  II 


Open  face.  Fiberglass  construction. 
Available  in  6'/2.  6%.  6'/8.  7.  7'/8,  VA.  7%. 
7'/2,  7%,  V/a  and  7%  hat  sizes.  $85.95  in 
white,  yellow,  orange,  black,  silver,  blue  or 
red.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


Open  face.  Complex  Laminate  Co: 
struction,  (CLC)  similar  to  usual  fibergla 
construction,  but  utilizes  polymer  fiber  t< 
equal  strength  and  weight  reductio 
Available  in  small,  medium,  large,  ext 
large.  $98.95  in  white  only.  Passes  Sn< 
1975. 


Bell  Star  II 


Full  face.  Fiberglass  construction.  Av 
able  in  6^4.  6%.  7.  7'/g.  7'/4.  7%,  V/i.  V/t, 
TA  hat  sizes.  $109.95  in  white,  yell 
orange,  black,  silver,  blue  or  red.  Pai 
Snell  1975. 


Ci^pholos  by  Robb 


The  Hot  **U"  makes  the  performer 

perform  better. 

You  bet  it  does.  groove  in  the  ground  electrode.  It  mokes  for  a  larger 

Put  a  set  of  Hot  "U"  plugs  into  your  Suzuki  and  and  hotter  flash  front.  So,  the  plug  fires  better.  It  per- 

get  ready  for  faster  starting,  better  acceleration,  a  forms  so  well,  in  fact,  that  the  Hot  "U"  is  used  as  orig- 

smoother  ride,  less  fouling,  more  miles  per  gallon  inol  equipment  by  Suzuki,  Hondo  and  Kawasaki. 

and  longer  plug  life.  As  we've  told  you,  we  con  And  it's  now  available  for  oil  Suzuki  models. 

hardly  believe  it.  So  go  see  your  dealer.  Ask  for  a  set  of  Hot  "U"  plugs. 

The  Hot  "U"'s  secret,  of  course,  is  the  U-shaped  And  get  ready  for  a  great  performance. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it. Then  we  patented  it. 
(Patent  No,  3,970,885.) 


Nippondenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  230tti  Street 
Carson,  California  90745 


Bell  Moto  ni 


Electro  Pro  Series  2 


Electro  Custom  Series  2 


Full  face  motocross  and  off  road  helmet        Open  face.  Fiberglass  construction.        Open  face.  Fiberglass  constructior 

to  accommodate  goggles.  Fiberglass  con-  Available  in  6'/8.  7.  7'/i,  7'/4,  7%,  7'/i,  1^%  hat  Available  in  678,  7.  7'/8,  7'/4,  7%.  7'/2,  7'/ 

struction.  Available  in  6^4,  678,  7,  7'/8,  7'/4,  sizes.  $77.95  in  white,  yellow  or  red.  Passes  $89.95  in  combinations  of  yellow  and  rec 

7%,  Vh,  IVs  hat  sizes.  $104.95  in  white,  Snell  1975.  yellow  and  black,  red  and  white  and  blui 

yellow  or  red.  Passes  Snell  1975.  or  yellow  and  blue.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


F\iry  500  Pro  Hariey-Davidson  Harley-Davidson 


Full  face.  Fiberglass  construction.  Avail-        Open  face.  Fiberglass  construction.         Full  face.  Fiberglass  construction.  Avj 

able  in  small,  medium,  large,  extra  large.     Available  in  small,  medium,  large,  extra  able  in  small,  medium,  large,  extra  lar 

$82.50  in  white,  black,  red,  blue,  yellow  or     large.  $75.95  in  Harley-Davidson  orange.  $99.95  in  orange,  black  and  white  co 

silver.  Passes  Snell  1975.  black,  and  white  team  color  combination.  bination.  Passes  Snell  1975. 

Passes  Snell  1975. 


F^ry400Pro 


)pen  face.  Fiberglass  construction, 
lilable  in  small,  medium,  large,  extra 
»e.  $69.29  in  white,  black,  red,  blue, 
low  or  silver.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


Hondaline  Britestripe  Stag 


)pcn  face.  Fiberglass  construction. 

ble  in  small,  medium,  large,  extra 
e.  $60.50  in  white,  black,  silver,  presto 
blue,  candy  red.  Britestripe  Stag 
es  Snell  1975.  while  economy  model 
!  (without  reflective  striping)  does  not 
to  differences  in  construction.  Red, 
e  and  blue  Team  Honda  Stag  ($60.50) 
passes  Snell  1975. 


SUZUKI 


When  you  tune  it  yourself 
make  sure  you  do  it  right. 

\A/;tU  —  Mn  T,,r,«  I  \^  i^-.i  mpi  —  l:*^  oi 


With  an  NDTune  Up  Kit  for 
Suzuki. 

Along  with  points  and  conden- 


sers, it  includes  the  great  Hot  "U"  should. 


ND  now  makes  kits  for  91 
Suzuki  models.  If  your  dealer 
doesn't  have  them,  tell  him  he 


plug.  Which  practically 
guarantees  super  performance. 


Because  anything  worth 
doing  is  worth  doing  right. 


Nipmindiinso 

Nlppondenso  ol  Los  Angeles.  Inc. 

857  East  230th  Sireet 
Carson.  Calitorma  90745 


mm  -  m 


CYCLE- 
SOUND 

The  Road  Never 
Sounded  So  Good 


Specifically  designed  for  the  Vetter  Vin- 
dicator and  Windjammer  fairings,  this 
Cycle-Sound  unit  boasts  5-inch  air  sus- 
pension speakers  —  the  largest  built-in 
speakers  available  for  motorcycles. 

And  coupled  with  its  unique  dash- 
mount,  waterproof  housing,  Vetter  Cycle- 
Sound  perfectly  matches  the  leading 
AM/FM  stereo,  8-track,  cassette  or  CB 
units. 

Cycle-Sound.  Just  one  of  many  Vetter 
accessories  designed  to  make  your  road- 
riding  experience  . . .  even  better. 

See  your  local  dealer,  or  send  $1  for  our 
new  catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93401 
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Hondaline  Britestripe  Hawk 


Full  face.  Fiberglass  construction.  Avail- 
able in  small,  medium,  large,  extra  large. 
$84.95  in  white,  black,  silver,  presto  red, 
blue,  candy  red.  Britestripe  Hawk  passes 
Snell  1975,  while  economy  model  Hawk 
(without  reflective  striping)  does  not  due  to 
differences  in  construction.  Red,  white  and 
blue  Team  Honda  Hawk  ($84.95)  also 
passes  Snell  1975. 


KRW  Preferred  Model  5000 

 1 


Full  face.  Fiberglass  construction.  Avail- 
able in  sizes  B  (6Va  to  6%).  C  (7  to  TA),  D 
(TA  to  7%).  E  (T/i  to  778).  $1 10.95  in  white, 
black,  or  silver.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


Hondaline  CBX  Super  Sport 


Full  face.  Fiberglass  construction.  Avail- 
able in  small,  medium,  large,  extra  large. 
$110.00  in  silver  or  maroon.  Passes  Snell 
1975. 


Full  face.  Fiberglass  construction.  Avail- 
able in  small,  medium,  large,  extra  large. 
$87.95  in  white,  black,  orange,  yellow,  red. 
blue,  metallic  red,  metallic  blue,  metallic 
silver.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


KRW  Preferred  Model  2500 


Open  face.  Fiberglass  constructio 
Available  in  sizes  B  (6%  to  6V»),  C  (7  to  7'/ 
D  (71/4  to  7%),  E  (VA  to  75/8).  $81.95- 
white,  black,  or  silver.  Passes  Snell  I97f 


Open  face.  Fiberglass  constructi 
Available  in  extra  small,  small,  medii 
large,  extra  large.  $67.95  in  white,  bla 
orange,  yellow,  red,  blue,  metallic  i 
metallic  blue,  metallic  silver.  Passes  Si 
1975. 
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Cl 


Be  a  Motorcycle  Mechanic 
PLUS  a  talented  Motorcycle  Manager. 

...  Maybe  Even  Open  Your  Own  Shop! 


Get  your  training  at 
American  Motorcycle  Institute 

Here's  how  you  get  started.  Contact  us  right  now  by 
sending  in  the  attached  card.  At  American  Motorcycle 
Institute  here  in  exciting  Oaytona  Beach  —  motorcycle 
capitol  of  the  world  —  we  train  men  and  women  in  the 
basics.  Everything  from  minor  tuneups  to  major  overhauls 
(plus  management  training  ...  read  on.)  We  fit  you  out 
to  work  on  the  big  bikes  and  make  your  own  money.  You 

Movin'  on  up  to  bigger  things. 

After  you  complete  your  initial  motorcycle  mechanic 
training,  you  go  on  to  better  things.  Additional  ,  in- 
residence  training,  then  prepares  you  with  all  the  skills 
you  need  for  PARTS  COUNTERMAN.  PARTS  MANAGER. 
SERVICE  MANAGER.  MOTORCYCLE  SALESMAN,  SALES 
MANAGER,  and  GENERAL  MANAGER.  These  are  the  big 
jobs  where  your  potential  is  your  only  limit. 

And  after  training  ...  when  you  leave  us  and  get  out  into 

Tough  track  with  big  rewards  at  the  end. 


and  be  MORE  than  a 
MECHANIC. 


get  7Vi  hours  a  day  of  classroom  and  live  laboratory 
instruction  in  the  37  necessary  skills.  You'll  have  shop 
work  in  our  huge  service  center.  You'll  be  working  along- 
side guys  and  gals  just  like  yourself.  You'll  learn  from 
mechanic  pros  who  really  know  their  stuff  and  know  how 
to  teach  you.  It's  15  weeks  of  tough,  in-residence  training, 
and  we  demand  a  passing  grade  of  85  to  qualify  you. 


the  real  world  of  motorcycle  repair,  you'll  probably  start 
as  a  mechanic  or  parts  man,  but  with  the  additional 
management  knowledge  you  will  have  learned,  your  pro- 
motion is  the  next  step  up.  You  won't  be  held  back  while 
other  mechanics  get  promoted  over  your  head.  You'll  be 
the  one  who's  prepared  for  promotion  after  promotion 
because  you  WILL  HAVE  ALREADY  GAINED  THE 
NECESSARY  KNOWLEDGE. 


There's  nothing  easy  about  training  for  a  professional 
career  in  the  motorcycle  industry  —  we'd  be  lying  if  we 
said  there  were.  But,  if  you  have  the  basic  skill,  we  can 
train  you  to  develop  that  skill  and  become  a  real  pro. 
So  do  some  thinking  for  yourself.  If  you  like  to  work  with 
your  machine  ...  if  you  want  a  career  that  satisfies  you 
...if  you  want  a  job  where  you  control  the  action  ...  if 


you  want  to  make  your  money  doing  what  you  like  best 
—  working  with  motorcycles  . . .  then  write  us  today.  Just 
fill  in  the  attached  card  or  complete  the  coupon  and  mail 
it.  Or,  if  you  want  instant  action,  give  us  a  call  at  our 
toll-free  number,  800-874-0645  (In  Fla.  call  collect  904- 
255-0295). 


Be  a  motorcycle 
mechanic 
and  more! 

We  also  train  marine  stern  drive 
&  outboard  mechanics. 

There's  a  long,  successful,  sat- 
isfying track  ahead  of  you,  so 
flip  your  starter  today.  Mail  the 
coupon  —  it's  your  first  step 
toward  a  future  you've  probably 
always  dreamed  about.  Waiting 
for  you  at  the  end  of  your  train- 
ing are  the  big  rewards  —  satis- 
fying work ...  a  comradship  with 
other  guys  like  yourself  .  .  . 
money  and  management.  Mail 
your  coupon  today. 


mm 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  INSTITUTE 

1445  SKYTROOPER  ROAD 
DAYTONA  BEACH,  FLA.  32014 

PLEASE  SEND  ME  MORE  INFORMATION 


APPROVED  FOR 
VETERANS 


CYCLE 

□  MECHANIC 

□  DEALERSHIP  MGMT 


MARINE 

□  MECHANIC 

□  DEALERSHIP  MGMT 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


CITY 


PHONE     (  ). 


.STATE. 
AGE  


-ZIP. 
VET. 


CALL  TOLL  FREE  (800)  874-0645     Fla.  residents  call  (904)  255-0295  collect 
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Shoei  S-30 


Shoei  S-31 


Shoei  ZG 


Full  face.  Carbon  fiber  and  fiberglass 
construction.  Available  in  small,  medium, 
large,  extra  large.  $129.95  in  white,  black, 
orange,  yellow,  red,  blue,  metallic  red, 
metallic  blue,  metallic  silver.  Passes  Snell 
1975. 


Shoei  ZR 


Full  face.  Fiberglass  and  aromatic  poly- 
amide  construction.  Available  in  small, 
medium,  large  and  extra  large.  $105.95  in 
white,  black,  orange,  yellow,  red,  blue, 
metallic  red,  metallic  blue,  metallic  silver. 
Passes  Snell  1975. 


,<,«\Y.V.y 


Open  face.  Carbon  fiber  and  fiberglass 
construction.  Available  in  extra  small, 
small,  medium,  large,  extra  large.  $109.95 
in  white,  black,  orange,  yellow,  red,  blue, 
metallic  red.  metallic  blue,  metallic  silver. 


Shoei  ZV 


I 


Open  face.  Fiberglass  and  aromatic 
polyamide  construction.  Available  in 
small,  medium,  large,  and  extra  large. 
$85.95  in  white,  black,  orange,  yellow,  red. 
blue,  metallic  red.  metallic  blue,  metallic 
silver.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


Full  face.  Fiberglass  and  aromatic  p 
amide  construction.  Available  in  sn 
medium,  large,  extra  large.  $109.9; 
white,  black,  orange,  yellow,  red.  b 
metallic  red.  metallic  blue,  metallic  si: 
Passes  Snell  1975. 


Shoei  ZX 


Full  face  motocross  and  off-road  h^ 
to  accommodate  goggles.  Fiberglass 
aromatic  polyamide  construction.  / 
able  in  small,  medium,  large  and 
large.  $109.95  in  white,  black,  or; 
yellow,  red,  blue,  metallic  red.  me 
blue,  metallic  silver.  Passes  Snell  197 
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coniinuetl  on  pu^ 


When  you  know  how  they're  built 
you  know  whkh  plug  to  buy. 


Yamaha  is  proud  of  their  engineering.  If  you  own  a 
Womaha,  maybe  that's  why  you  bought  it. 

That's  certainly  why  you'd  appreciate  the  Hot  "U." 
ND  spent  three  years  developing  this  remarkable 
qplug.  (The  patented  groove  in  the  ground  electrode 
Uos  l-shaped  and  pie-shaped  before  it  was 
-shaped.)  We  were  looking  for  a  plug  that  fires 
etter,  as  a  way  of  controlling  emissions.  When  we 
ound  it,  we  also  found  a  plug  that  delivers  incredi- 


ble performance:  Faster  starting,  better  mileage,  better 
acceleration,  less  fouling,  longer  plug  life.  And  more. 

The  Hot  "U"  performs  so  well,  in  fact,  that  it's  now 
used  OS  original  equipment  by  Honda,  Kawasaki 
and  Suzuki,  as  well  as  being  available  for  almost  all 
Yamaha  models. 

So  if  you  have  a  Yamaha,  go  see  your  dealer  and 
get  a  set  of  Hot  "U"  plugs  for  your  bike. 

It's  a  sure  sign  you  know  how  things  are  built. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it. Then  v^e  patented  it. 
(Patent  No.  3,970,885.) 


HOT 

Nippondenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles.  Inc. 

857  East  230th  Street 
Carson  California  90745 


COM  eoa 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $3500 

Fork  travel  11  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter   40mm 

Rear  wheel  travel  11  In. 

Tire,  front   3.00-21 

Tire,  rear  5.00-18 

Engine  four-stroke  Single 
Bore  X  stroke  90  x  90mm 
Piston  displacement  572cc 
Compression  ration  10.0:1 

Claimed  power   na 

Claimed  torque  x 

Carburetion   34mm  Amal 

Ignition  constant  loss 

Lubrication  system  dry  sump 
Primary  drive     two-row  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

3rd  7.16 

2nd   8.88 

1st  11.74 

Oil  capacity         6  pt.  engine 
.6  pt.  transmission 

Fuel  capacity  1.5  gal. 

Fuel  tank  material  ..  aluminum 
Swing  arm 
material     chrome-moly  steel 

Starter  kick 

Air  filtration   oiled  foam 

Frame 

material  ..chrome-moly  steel 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase   58.0  in. 

Seat  height  36.5  in. 

Seat  width  6.5  in. 

Seat  length  19.5  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center  16.0  in. 

Handlebar  width  33.5  In. 

Footpeg  height  16.0  In. 

Footpeg  to  seat  top  .21.3  in. 
Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  5.7  in. 


Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center   4.1  in. 

Swing  arm  length  17.3  In. 
Swing  arm  pivot  to  drive 

sprocket  center  6.5  in. 

Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size   1.3  in. 

Ground  clearance  11.6  In. 

Fork  rake  angle  29° 

Trail   na. 

Test  weight 

w/half-tank  fuel          250  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/rear, 

percent  47/53 


FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable  with  air?  ^ 

Rear  shock  damping 
adjustable?   

Rear  shocks  rebuildable?.... 

Provision  to  check  trans- 
mission oil  level?  y 

Does  owners  manual  show 
how  to  disassemble 
complete  engine?  y 

Does  pipe  burn  rider?  

Brake  pedal  height 
adjustable?   


60"- 


48  •  — 


36" 


24"  — 


12"  - 


I 

12" 


24" 


84" 


engine  has  magnesium  side  covers  and 
ootpegs  mount  on  them. 

■uied  from  puf^e  141 

I  chassis  don't  just  happen,  they  are 
esult  of  years  of  racing  development. 
A  competed  in  world  motocross  for 
ral  years;  running  their  supposedly 
que  four-strokes  against  works  two- 
Ice  racers  from  Japan.  Sweden  and 
r  parts  of  Europe.  They  raised  quite  a 
eyebrows  by  finishing  in  the  top  10 
-end  standings  a  couple  of  times, 
e  recently  Goat  Breker  won  the  1978 
-stroke  Nationals  at  Carlsbad.  Califor- 
on  one.  It  was  like  our  test  machine 
the  exception  being  a  shock  change  to 
ins.  An  even  more  impressive  win 
n  we  were  told  he  had  practiced  only 
hours  on  it  prior  to  the  race, 
le  CCM  is  a  fun  bike  to  trail  ride  on.  It 
s  an  instant  crowd  and  trying  to  find  a 
t  won't  climb  becomes  a  challenge.  It 
;o  a  competitive  motocrosser.  but  we 
)t  many  will  be  used  for  MX  on  a 
ar  basis.  The  bike  is  a  hand-made 
Ity  that  combines  beautiful  workman- 
on  the  frame,  inexcusably  sloppy 
on  and  in  the  tank,  an  antique  engine 
some  updating,  many  light  magne- 
parts  and  the  best  handling  of  any 
four-stroke  today.  B8 


When  you  tune  it  yourself 
make  sure  you  do  it  right. 

\A/:iL  Kl^^  t.  i  i_  i/'-.i  x   k.l^^  I  r  an 


With  an  ND  Tune  Up  Kit  for 
Yamaha. 

Along  with  points  and  conden- 
sers, it  includes  the  great  Hot  "U" 
plug.  Which  practically 
guarantees  super  performance. 


ND  now  mokes  kits  for  90 
Yamaha  models.  If  your  dealer 
doesn't  have  them,  tell  him  he 
should. 

Because  anything  worth 
doing  is  worth  doing  right. 


Mippondenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  230th  Street 
Carson,  California  90745 


HIPPO 
HANDS 

They  Work  Better 
Than  They  Look 


Beat  thie  cold  once  and  for  all  —  with 
Hippo  Hands  from  Vetter. 

These  fleece-lined  gauntlet  gloves  are 
designed  for  maximum  warmth  during 
cold-weather  riding,  yet  allow  plenty  of 
room  inside  for  operating  controls. 

And  they  easily  attach  to  your  han- 
dlebars in  minutes. 

Hippo  Hands.  Just  one  of  many  Vetter 
accessories  designed  to  make  your  road- 
riding  experience  . . .  even  better. 

See  your  local  dealer,  or  send  $1  for  our 
new  catalog:  1150  Laurel  Lane,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93401 
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YAMAHA 


JUNGLE 


The  South  American  jungle. 
Sweltering.  Unfoi^iving. 
Inhabited  by  unique  and  fasci- 
nating creatures  with  an  un- 
canny ability  to  survive. 
White-eared  marmosets. 
Savage  jaguars.  Bril- 
liantly-plumed 
quetzals.Thre*- 
toed  sloths. 


And  the 
^maha  XT500. 

Yes,  like  the 
sapajou  and  spotted 
maigay,  the  dual- 
purpose  XT500  is 
right  at  home  in  the 
South  American  jungle. 
And  in  every  other  region 
of  the  continent,  too. 

The  intrepid  Yamaha 
got  a  chance  to  prove  it 
when  a  team  of  Los 
Angeles  police  officers  ^ 
and  Fire  Department 
paramedics  rode  eight 


XTSOO's  from  the  tip  of  South 
America  at  Punta  Arenas,  Chile, 
to  the  LA.  City  Hall. 

The  entire  trip  covered 
13,400  miles.  Through  jungles. 
Across  rivers.  Up  mountains. 
And  over  roads  so  bad  that, 
according  to  group  leader,  Sgt. 
Art  Madrid,"All  4-wheel  vehi- 
cles have  mesh  screens  installed 
over  their  windshields!' 
Traversing  terrain  such  as 
this  gave  the  riders  a  deep 
and  abiding  respect 
for  the  features 
that  make 
theXTSOO 
such  an  agile 
handler  Like 
adjustable 
nitrogen/oil  rear 
shocks.  Long- 
travel  front  forks. 
Exceptional  ground 
clearance.  Plus  a  leaner, 
lighter  motocross-type  frame 
with  a  more  maneuverable 
steering  head  angle. 

At  the  Bolivian  border, 
where  mountain  passes  tower 
as  high  as  16,000  feet,  pick-up 
trucks  accompanying  the 


Yamahas  had  to  be  pulled  to 
reach  the  summits.  The  XT'g 
however,  pulled  themselves 
without  a  hitch. 

The  reason:  their  massiv*^ 
four-stroke,  single-cylinder 
engines  have  a  torque  curve ; 
flat  as  the  Argentinian  Pampc 
And  their  wide-ratio,  five-spe 
transmissions  distribute  that! 
power  with  remarkable  efficie 

Of  course,  the  XTSOO'sd 
find  their  way  into  a  city  occs 
sionally  In  the  depths  of  suci: 
asphalt  jungles 
as  Buenos  Aires 


5-way  adjustable 
nitrogen/oil 
rear  shocks. 


Heavy-duty  wheels 
and  conical  drum 
brakes. 


Copyrighted  m  '  iMial 


xi  a)rdoba,  the  XT's  lai^e, 
aled-beam  headlights  and 
Ily  street-legal  instrumen- 
iion  were  invaluable  assets, 
•id  thanks  to  their  flexible 
ober-mounted  stems,  the 
m  signals  were  still  intact 
y  operational  after 
Tnerc^us  scrapes  in 


the  wilderness. 

After  ten  weeks,  when  the 
XT's  finally  arrived  in  down- 
town Los  Angeles,  the  only 
problems  the  bikes  had  en- 
countered were  some  flat  tires 
and  a  few  worn  sprockets  and 
chains. 
The  Yamaha 


XT500.  It's  the  only  bike  proven 
by  police  in  the  wilds  of  South 
America. 

Or  to  put  it  another  way: 
the  only  bike  to  survive  the  law. 
Of  the  jungle. 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  hoiv  they're  built. 


Flexible 

rubber-mounted 
turn  sig)ials. 


Full  street-legal 
instrumentatimi 


wpression  indicator 
msy  starting. 


Lightweight 
aluminum 
gas  tank. 


Large  sealed-beam 
headlight 


Durable,  lightweight 
plastic  front fender. 


Telescopic  long-travel 
frmit  forks. 


M  all-ball-and- 
^er-beanng 499cc, 
^le-cylinder  engine 
Ktmsoui  incredible 
'counts  of  torque. 


Oil-in-the-frame,  dry  sump 
lubrication  improves  ground 
clearance. 


7  years  ago  this  is  the  way 
we  produced  our  first  motorcycle  manual 


Wes 


erway 


7  years  ago  we  began  with  an  idea  that  motorcycle 
manuals  should  be  easy  enough  for  everyone  to  follow. 

So  we  took  a  BSA  Pre-unit  twin  and  we  stripped  it  down 
to  the  last  nut  and  bolt.  Then  our  own  hand-picked  team 
of  mechanics,  writers  and  photographers 
put  it  together  again.  Writing, 
drawing,  photographing,  making 
every  step  of  the  way  easier. 

The  result  was  the 

first  Haynes  Owners'   

Workshop  Manual.  .  . 

People  told  us  it  was  the  .  •» 

simplest,  clearest,  easiest 
to  follow  motorcycle 
manual  ever. 

After  7  years,  the 
whole  world  over,  we 
sell  far  more  motorcycle 
manuals  than  anybody. 
And  we're  still  the  only 
cycle  manual  publisher 
who  can  claim  that  for 

every  manual,  we've  — ' 
completely  stripped 
and  rebuilt  the  cycle. 


Which  is  the  simple  reason  why,  whether  you're  changing 
your  oil  or  changing  your  engine  —  you  can't  go  wrong 
when  you  do  it  by  The  Book. 


Price  only  $7.S 


Haynes  is  The  Book 


Available  in  book  stores,  motorcycle  dealers  and  wherever  do-it-yourself 
motorcycle  parts  and  accessories  are  sold. 

Haynes  Publications,  Inc.  •  861  Lawrence  Drive,  Newbury  Park,  CA  91320  •  Tel  (213)  889-5400 


When  Flattrack  Racing  was  Harley  vs  BSA, 
Rules  vs  Racers  and  Show  No  Mercy, 
Al  Gunter  Was  the  Man  To  Watch. 


^scDi's  special  brand  ofbrakeless  and 
spectacular  racing  can't  possibly 
have  been  as  fierce  as  I  remember 

during  I960.  "61  and  '62  Ascot  combat- 
;s  took  no  exception  to  being  thought  of 
the  most  fanatical  risk-takers  in  racing, 
rhe  BSA  contingent,  in  particular,  rev- 
J  in  it.  Adding  to  the  show,  they  shared 
)  objectives.  One  was  the  destruction  of 
Harley-Davidson  crowd.  I  he  other  was 
liberation  ol"  professional  racing  from 
hidebound  rules  that  shaped  it. 
Albert  Gunter  was  the  ablest  rebel 
ong  them. 


Ciunter's  career  as  motorcycle  racer  was 
sporadic,  but  spanned  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. Like  his  life,  which  ended  in  suicide 
in  1976.  his  career  was  both  brilliant  and 
disastrous.  Mis  most  notable  Hat  track  ac- 
complishments took  place  in  the  late  lifties 
and  beginning  si.xties.  deceptively  barren 
years  when  there  were  far  fewer  racers  and 
races  than  today.  F.ven  if  one  argues  that 
Ciunter  had  fewer  oppt)rtunities  to  win 
than  present  day  racers,  his  six  career 
victories  in  National  championship  meet.s. 
three  of  them  at  Ascot,  aren't  sufficient  lo 
number  him  among  the  American  Motor- 
cyclist Association's  significant  winners. 


He  managed  to  finish  among  the  AMA's 
top  ten  pt)inl  scorers  just  eight  times.  Away 
from  Ascot  he  rarely  anmunted  to  much. 

\et  no  one  racing  now  has  an  equi\alent 
reputation.  .Albert  Gunter  was  acclaimed 
as  racing's  best  mind  and  its  most  resource- 
ful cheater.  No  one  certainly  not  Cjunter. 
who  was  eccentrically  secretive,  kept  a 
documented  record  of  everviliini;  he  did 
during  the  Gold  Star  era.  What  I  always 
regarded  as  unique  was  the  manner  in 
which  he  put  an  air  cleaner  an  aircleaner. 
by  itself,  was  an  uncommon  appendage 
then  not  behind  the  carburetor  but.  via 
some  rather  complicated  plumbing,  into 


ration  by  Lou  Bruno 
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win  Both:  GS-1000  and  425.  How'd 
you  like  to  win  a  streetbike  for  yourself 
and  your  favorite  person?  Well,  here's 
your  chance.  You  could  win  two  great 
Suzuki  streetbikes  for  the  price  of  none. 

Ten  Pairs  for  Ten  Winners.  All  ten 
winners  will  win  a  matched  set:  A  mighty 


GS-1000  with  front  air  forks,  4-stroke  DOC 
engine  and  disc  brakes  all  around.  Plu. 
nimble  GS-425  with  a  4-stroke  twin  eng 
electric  starter  and  digital  gear  indicai 
So  enter  now  and  win  two  of  a  great  k:: 
Entry  Forms  at  participating  Suzu 
Dealers.  To  enter  the  free  drawing,  justj 


op  by  your  participating  Suzuki  Dealer 
an  entry  form  and  full  details. 
There's  nothing  to  buy  But  you  must 
J/e  a  valid  driver's  license  to  enter. 
:9epstakes  ends  June  29, 1979.  So  visit 
I  ir  Suzuki  Dealer  right  away  Good 
J  k  to  you.  And  your  favorite  person. 


FREE  Suzuki  Team  Cap  for  everybody 
, _     who  eiiters.  See  your  Suzuki 
Dealer  for  details. 


Residenls  ol  Ohio  only  may  receive  an  enlry  lorm  and 
details  by  submllling  a  sell  addressed  stamped  envelope  lo 
Suzuki  'Pair  ot  Perlormers'  Sweepstakes  PO  Box  8537  Blair 
Ne  68CX)4  Request  must  be  received 
by  June  R  1979  Sweepstakes  void  in 
Utah  and  the  Maryland  county  ot 
Howard  and  where  prohibited  by  law 


Suzuki.  The  performer. 

Bid*  s<jl*ly:  weai  a  helm«t.  ay*  piotectlon  and  appropnate  rkUng  appaiel  Membar  Motorcycle  Solely  Foundation.^ 
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the  rear  fender.  Not  that  I  fully  com- 
prehended why  Gunter  put  it  there.  Be- 
cause Gunter  did  it.  it  was  important.  That 
was  the  convention  at  the  time. 

Gunter  also  appropriated  credit  for  in- 
venting what  surely  is  the  most  identifiable 
piece  of  flat  track  apparel  next  to  the  skid 
shoe-the  full-coverage  crash  helmet.  I  saw 
Gunter  majestically  wheel  to  Ascot's  start- 
ing line  wearing  the  unusual  hat  one  typ- 
ically freezing  Friday  night  in  1963.  amidst 
a  surprised  reaction  from  the  crowd  as  it 
obeyed  the  urging  of  the  startled  an- 
nouncer, Roxy  Rock  wood,  to  "Get  a  look 
at  the  helmet  worn  by  No.  3.  Al  Gunter!" 

It  even  had  a  radio  inside.  Work  on  it  as 
he  might,  Gunter  was  unable  to  overcome 
the  problem  of  squelch,  and  the  two-way 
radio  in  motorcycle  racing  became  one  of 
his  lesser  brainstorms,  although  it  is  still 
too  early  to  dismiss  it  as  a  failure.  Someone 
may  yet  do  something  with  the  concept. 
Another  of  Gunter's  apparent  failures,  the 
disc  brake  for  road  racing,  eventually 
proved  out,  almost  a  dozen  seasons  after 
Gunter  had  the  first  discs  on  a  Gold  Star. 
Gunter  procrastinated  and  vacillated  and 
never  followed  through  on  developing  the 
brakes.  Others  had  to. 

How  Gunter,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
won  the  first  National  on  one.  either  at 
Sturgis.  South  Dakota,  in  1954,  or  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  in  1955.  came  by  his  loyalty  to 
the  Birmingham  Small  Arms  Ltd.'s  Gold 
Star  model,  and  what  bred  his  aversion 
toward  Triumph  and  especially  Harley- 


David.son,  was  a  question  I  never  heard 
answered.  Loyalty  to  a  chosen  marque  is 
incomprehensible  in  dirt  track  racing  any- 
more because  the  one  marque  is  Harley- 
Davidson. 

The  Gold  Star  did  suit  Gunter,  though. 
Triumph,  after  all.  lacked  the  expertise,  or 
the  will,  or  the  budget,  or  the  riders  to  win 
National  races.  Before  Gary  Nixon  took 
two  in  1963,  only  six  Nationals  in  nine 
years  had  been  won  by  Triumphs.  And 
Harley-Davidson  most  emphatically 
didn't  have  the  technology  to  combat  the 
trim,  race-ready  Gold  Stars.  The  KR  mod- 
els from  America's  only  motorcycle  manu- 
facturer remained  such  antiques  that  some 
of  Bart  Markel's  best  engines  in  the  middle 
sixties  actually  had  "1953,"  the  date  they'd 
been  built,  stamped  on  the  crankcases. 
Everything  on  the  factory  bikes  was  over- 
sized and  crude,  but  centrally  their  un- 
gainly flathead  motors.  How  absurd,  how 
laughable,  were  the  bulbous  KRs! 

All  the  splendid  things  ever  did  was  win 
and  win.  From  1954  to  1963.  they  won  91 
out  of  123  National  meets.  Not  until  1963 
and  Dick  Mann,  who  was  a  particular 
friend  of  Gunter's,  did  anyone  but  a 
Harley-Davidson  loyalist  get  to  be  cham- 
pion of  the  U.S. 

Mann  and  Gunter.  along  with  Neil 
Keen,  who  was  another  influential  constit- 
uent of  the  BSA  Wrecking  Crew,  all  com- 
mited  apostasy  during  one  Harley- 
Davidson-dominated  year  or  another, 
briefly  renouncing  Birmingham  for  Mil- 


waukee. They  were  as  conspicuously 
successful  at  this  as  Joe  Leonard,  a  thi 
time  American  champion,  was  when 
temporarily  went  to  Triumph  after  becc 
ing  disenchanted  with  Harley-Davidsc 
factory  team. 

Factory  team  is  a  term  that  is  danger 
because  it  evokes  1979  images  of  te 
riders  outfitted  in  matching  leathers, 
dining  in  easy  chairs  while  .skilled,  i 
formed  tuners  sweat  over  preparation 
the  race  bikes,  each  factory  racer  guar 
teed  no  part  of  such  hardship,  just  as  h 
guaranteed  all  prize  money,  bonuses  an 
monthly  salary.  In  Leonard's  day  a  Harl 
Davidson  factory  racer  often  was  his  c 
tuner,  earned  no  salary,  and  got  little  m 
than  a  KR  model  and  the  spare  part 
took  to  continue  racing  it.  Bart  Mar 
who  won  more  Nationals  than  any  ot 
champion,  frequently  had  to  pay  for 
own  tires. 

Penurious  as  Harley-David.son  was, 
generosity  and  the  attention  it  paid 
racers  was  positively  overwhelming  cc 
pared  to  BSA.  whose  U.S.  importers'  I 
of  support  and  disinterest  in  the  exploit 
Gunter.  Mann.  Keen  and  the  few  oth 
rebellious  and  stubborn  enough  to  > 
with  Harley-Davidson  was  at  momc 
comical.  A  story,  perhaps  apocryphal,  t 
how  Mann,  a  couple  of  days  after  he  ; 
Sammy  Tanner  pasted  Milwaukee  i 
gave  BSA  an  outrageous  one- two  finisi 
the  vaunted  mile  track  of  Springfield,  '. 

conlinucil  iin  piii;e 


Ascot  etiquette  permitted  wheel  to  wheel  racing  but  running  over  one 
another's  feet,  as  Jack  O'Brien  (24)  has  just  done  to  Albert  Gunter, 
was  an  objectionable  offense. 


Stuart  Morley  (8x).  one  quarter  of  the  BSA  Wrecking  Crew,  each 
running  up  high,  close  to  the  crashwalls.  Neil  Keen  (10)  rarely 
anywhere  else.  Gunter  (3)  ran  everywhere. 


Rare  Ascot  fall  for  Gunter 


Gunter's  BSA  affiliation  came  after  spending  his  novice  ai 
amateur  seasons  aboard  Triumphs. 
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OFAUTHE 


CALL  SPECIAL. 


Remember  the  feeling  you  had 
the  first  time  you  rode  a  motor- 
cycle? 

Well,  get  ready  to  feel  it 
again. 


And  what's  even  nicer,  you 
look  as  good  as  you  feel. 


Because  there's  a  new  gen- 
eration of  motorcycles  at  your 
Yamaha  dealer  right  now.  An 
exciting  and  unique  line  of  street 
bikes  designed  around  a  more 
natural,  rekixed  style  of  riding. 

We  call  them  the  Yamaha 
Specials.  And  all  you  have  to  do 
is  sit  on  one  to  understand  why 

You  sit  back.Tlie  low.  stepi^ed 
seat  cradles 
you. The 
handlebars 
reach  for  you, 
instead  of  the 
other  way  around. 
Very  nice. 


We  styled  the  teardrop  tank 
to  blend  smoothly  into  the  seat, 
giving  the  bike  a  lean,  low  profile 

We  added  special  paint, 
cast  alloy  wheels,  chopped 
megaphone  i^ipes,  and  clii'ome 
in  all  the  right  places. 

Yet  a  Yamaha  Special  is 
more  than  a  st>iing  job 
It  s  an  engineering  job. 

We  designed  the 
steering  geometry  to 
make  the  bike  steady  on 
the  highway,  easy  riding 
around  town. 


Our  low  stepped  seat  gi^i 
you  a  low  center  of  gravity. 
And  a  way  to  get  both  feet  o 
the  ground  at  a  stoplight. 

And  each  bike  boasts  an: 
engine  that's  the  narrowest 
its  class. 


It  all  adds  up  to  what 
Motorcyclist  magazine  calle 
"an  almost  perfect  balance  (x 
image  and  perfoimance!' 

And  the  hottest  selling  If 
of  street  bikes  in  America. 


!  Starting  with  the  unique 
0  Special. 

[  Its  747cc  DOHC  triple  is 
fluick  and  powerful  as  its 
r  cylinder  competitors,  yet 
ner,  nan'ower,  simpler 
[  It's  also  the  only  l)ike  in  its 
:ss  with  smooth,  silent,  virtu- 
"  maintenance -ft'ee  shaft 
ive.  And  adjustable,  leading- 
e  front  forks. 

►  Our  XS650  Special  is  an- 
aer  one  of  a  kind.The  653cc 
n-head  cam  vertical  twin  has 
[;he  strength  and  simplicity 
Is  British  ancestors,  plus 
•  thing  no  British  bike  ever 
1 — nine  years  of  Yamaha 
t;ineering. 


And  look  at  the  size  of  that 
rear  tire.  Any  questions  about 
how  it  holds  the  road? 


llien  there's  the  XS400. 
With  its  reliable  391cc  over- 
head cam  twin  and  six-speed 
transmission,  it  has  amazing 
punch,  even  in  top  gear  Plus 
the  kind  of  handling  that  lets 
you  almost  think  it  around 
comers. 

For  the  ecc^nomy  minded 
among  you,  we  also  offer  lower 
priced  versions  of  our  XS650 
Special  and  XS400.Tliey're 


called  the  XS650  Special  II 
and  XS400  2F 

What's  the  difference? 

Both  machines  have  wire 
wheels  instead  of  cast  alloy,  a 
little  less  chrome,  and  they 
come  in  one  color  instead  of  two. 

The  650  Special  II  has  a 
ft-ont  disc  and  a  rear  drum 
brake.The  XS400  2F  has  two 
drum  brakes  and  a  kick  starter 

In  all  other  respects— 
handling,  peifomiance,  styling, 
even  instrumentation— they 
are  identical  to  the  machines 
you  see  here. 

But  that's  not  the  end  of 
the  line. 

Because  there's  one  more 
Yaniaha  Special.  And  it's  on 
the  next  page. 


EXTRA  SPECIAL. 


The  things  that  niake  all  of 
these  machines  so  special  make 
this  one  extra  special 
The  low  seat  and 
pullback  handlebars 
make  the  XS  Eleven 
Special  one  big  bike 
that's  easy  to  balance 
and  steer.  It  actually 
feels  like  a  smaller  bike 

Until  you  get  on  the  throttle. 

ItsllOlcc  DOHCfour  is  the 


biggest  i^roduction  engine  we've 
ever  built.Tlie  power  is  awe- 
r      some.  And  effortless. 

Because  Yamaha's  un- 
matched four-stroke 
technok)gy  includes, 
among  other  things, 
the  world's  only 


electronic  ignition  system  w^ 
a  vacuum  advance. 

There  are  other  advance 
too.  Like  shrift  drive.  It's  the  : 
smoothest,  quietest,  most  res 
able  way  there  is  to  harnessc 
a  big  horsepower  engine. 
And  ours  is  not  only 
virtually  free  of 
maintenance,  it's  also 
free  of  the  torque  reaction 
found  in  other  shaft  drives. 


'  when  you  crack  the  throttle,  disc  brakes,  a  special  16-inch 

u  go  forward  and  nowhere  rear  wheel,  tubeless  tires,  rear 

36.  Fast.  suspension  with  a  new  finger- 

Tlie  XS  Eleven  Special  is  tip  dampening  adjustment,  and, 

t  only  our  biggest,  it's  also  our  of  course,  our  patented  self- 

:  most  complete.  It  has  triple  cancelling  turn  signals. 


luiiiiitL 


It  also  has  a  few  surprises. 
Things  you  won't  find  on  any 
other  street  bike.  Like  air  adjust- 
able leading-axle  front  forks, 
a  quartz  halogen  headlight  with 
a  built-in  backup  system,  and 
instrumentation  that  even 
includes  an  electronic  tach  and 
low  fuel  indicator 

To  top  it  all  off,  the  new 
XS  Eleven  Special  comes 
elegantly  dressed  in  either 
Carmine  Red  or  Black  Gold. 

So  it's  more  than  state  of 
the  art. 

It's  a  work  of  art. 


m 

CAR  WAX 

SIMPLE  SIMONIZ: 

Simply  easier, 
simply  brighter  than 
any  leading  liquid 
orpre-soft. 


Easier.  Brighter.  Simoniz.  It's  simple:  Simoniz  Prc-Soft  shines  easier  and  brighter 
than  the  leading  pre-soft  wax.  Simoniz  Liquid  shines  easier  and  brighter  than  the 
leading  liquid  wax.  There  are  shines  and  there  are  Simoniz  shines. 

SSM|"Simonlz"ls  a  regislered  trade  mark  of  Union  Carbide  Corporation.  270  Park  Avenue,  New  York.  N  Y10017 


HI-OUTPUT 
IGNITION  COILS 


9999 

DIAGONAL  MOUNTS  VERTICAL  MOUNTS 

(Foi  Kawasaki)        (For  Honda  Suzuki  Yamaha 
and  Kawasaki  400) 


30,000  VOLTS  FOR 
MAXIMUM  POWER 

Standard  coils  for 
battery/point  ignitions 

Special  coils  for  GDI 
(electronic)  systems 

•  Faster,  easier  starting 

•  Single  or  dual  coil  kits 

•  Installs  in  15  minutes 
or  less 

•  100%  warranted  against 
electrical  defects 

•  Performance  matched  for 
peak  RPM  output 

•  Matching  silicone  wire 
kits  with  Rajah  terminals 


SEND  $1.00  FOR  CATALOG 


ANDREWS    PRODUCTS,  INC. 

5212N.  SHAPLAND  •  ROSEMONT,  IL  60018 

312/992-4014  lyn 


continued  from  pu^e  I  ''H 

nois,  blew  up  his  engine  at  some  half-m 
race  in  Kansas.  He  telephoned  BSA's  w 
coast  distributor  expecting  replaceme 
parts  to  be  air-freighted  in.  But  the  , 
response  was  that  because  the  engine 
had  broken  in  Kansas  was  undoubtedly  t 
same  one  he  had  raced  at  Springfield, 
had  surely  done  the  original  damage  tc 
there.  And  since  Illinois  was  geograp 
ically  closer  to  the  east  coast  then  the  we 
Mann  must  call  BSA's  east  coast  hea 
quarters  if  he  expected  help  (the  east  co, 
subsequently  said  no.  too). 

Whenever  this  sort  of  thing  happen 
too  frequently.  Harley-Davidson  was  al 
to  tempt  BSA's  most  menacing  campaij 
ers  to  its  camp:  Mann  in  1958.  the  g. 
rulous  Keen  in  1962.  and  I  can't  recall  t 
year  the  team  got  Gunter.  For  varic 
reasons,  all  three  promptly  quit  and  j 
back  on  Gold  Stars  again,  and  both 
Gunter's  compatriots  returned  their  i 
wanted  Harley-Davidsons.  What  Alb 
Gunter  did  with  his.  though,  was  quint 
sential— and  darkly  comic— Albert  Gunl 
He  sold  it. 

A  sharecropper's  son  who  hitch-hil 
away  from  his  father's  Louisiana  shack 
14,  and  had  been  on  his  own  ever  sin 
Gunter  experienced  his  most  statistica 
satisfying,  but  gallingly  frustrating,  seas 
as  a  regular  on  the  1957  Grand  Natioi 
tour.  It  began  with  his  great  run  at  ' 
season  title.  It  was  highlighted  by  his  sc 
ing  a  totally  incomprehensible  victory 
the  TT  steeplechase  at  Peoria  with( 
knowing  how  to  steeplechase.  But 
finished  with  Gunter  still  seven  misera 
points  shy  of  displacing  Harley- Davids 

Then  there  were  the  rules.  It's  safe  to  [ 
Al  Gunter  didn't  like  rules.  Sometimesi 
easy  to  see  why. 

One  of  the  chief  technical  inspectors! 
the  American  Motorcyclist  (nee  Motoi 
cle)  Association  in  California  was  E 
Flanders,  a  likable  man  who  nonethe 
pursued  rule  enforcement  with  all  the  ; 
of  the  obsessed  police  inspector  out  of 
Miserables.  Here  is  a  remarkable  exam 
In  the  rulebook  was  an  incomprehens 
statute  proclaiming  it  a  foul  to  shift  g 
for  a  corner  and  use  engine  compressio 
check  speed.  So  Flanders  and  his  equ 
driven  lieutenants  once  spent  an  aftern 
under  a  baking  sun  on  the  roof  of  the 
Sacramento  fairgrounds  with  fieldgla 
trying  to  focus  on  the  faraway  feet  of  ra 
(whose  speeding,  slewing  cycles  not  < 
were  separated  from  the  rooftop  by  a 
tance  of  almost  a  mile,  but  by  dust,  sn 
and  traflfic).  They  hoped  to  catch  tl 
making  criminal  dabs  at  gearshift  le^ 
The  grotesque  strategy  failed.  All  Flan 
caught  was  sunburn.  "We  couldn't  s 
damn  thing."  he  recalls. 

All  of  them  were  fortunate  not  to 
tumbled  down  off  the  roof  trying. 

Later  the  unenforceable  gear-shi 
statute  was  taken  off  the  books  and  F 
ders  returned  to  his  unending  pursu 
Ascot's  Gold  Stars,  always  rumored 
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i\.  So  they  were— defiantly  so.  When 
ter  and  his  co-revolutionaries  weren't 
npting  lo  sneak  past  Flanders  with  a 
)f  lightweight  aluminum  forks,  they 
trying  other  things.  Anything  to  fool 
Gunter  tricked  Flanders  the  most 
1  but  al.so  was  apprehended  in  the  act. 
occasionally  had  his  illicit  Gold  Star 
nded  for  the  night,  the  most  often. 
Caught,  he  faithfully  erupted  with 
easure  loud  as  it  was  profane.  Noth- 
iiscouraged  Gunter  from  trying  it  all 
1.  or  fighting  back  in  any  way  he 
J. 

le  year  at  Tulare  the  machines  of  the 
hree  finishers,  one  of  whom  was  Gun- 
/ere  impounded  for  engine  inspection, 
ething  about  enlarged  cylinder  bores. 
ve  it  on  good  authority  that  before 
ter  would  allow  his  engine  to  be 
ed  up  and  any  eyes  but  his  own  to 
e  its  polished,  finely  machined  in- 
s,  he  telephoned  (collect)  the  resi- 
e  of  the  executive  director  in 
mbus.  Ohio,  demanding  that  the  out- 
at  Tulare  be  halted.  It  was  midnight  in 
brnia.  meaning  it  was  three  o'clock  in 
norning  in  Ohio,  but  any  satisfaction 
ter  took  from  rousing  the  most  impor- 
member  of  the  AMA  management 
I  gave  Gunter  a  piece  of  his  mind) 

a  sound  sleep,  was  spoiled  by  the 
tor's  refusal  to  heed  Gunter's  orders, 
inspection  continued,  the  inspectors 
ing  off  bolts,  Gunter  cursing.  Just  as 
ylinder  head  came  free.  Gunter  made 
ige  and  covered  the  exposed  piston 
a  rag.  Nobody  was  permitted  so  much 

blink  at  its  shiny,  domed  top.  The 
LIS  he  raised  notwithstanding.  Gun- 
engine  proved  to  be  legal  after  all.  The 
)pointment  was  total, 
landers  remembers  Gunter  kindly. 

and  the  others  became  pioneers  in 
ng  the  liberal  equipment  rules  that  we 

today.  I  respected  Albert,  and  I  think 
icretly  liked  me.  He  really  was  a  rebel." 

Flanders  recalls  all  of  the  Gold  Star 
lostalgically. 

unter's  wasn't  there  to  be  part  of  it. 
use  its  owner  was  either  at  the  begin- 
or  nearing  the  end  of  another  of  his 
i  bouts  at  retirement,  but  all  of  A.scot's 
i  Stars,  properly  enough,  received  an 
eciative  send-off  in  one  of  their  last 
;arances.  It  happened  in  1969,  the  year 
le  questionable  change  in  the  AMA's 
ne  formula  that  doomed  both  the 
I  Stars  and  their  enduring  enemies, 
CR  Harley- Davidsons.  An  instant  be- 
thc  Friday  night  pack  dropped  clutch- 
ind   everyone   went   roaring  and 
iling  into  a  last,  crowning,  there-is- 
aturday  extravaganza,  over  the  P. A. 
a  ringing,  poignant  "Farewell  to  the 
Gold  Stars!"  from  the  perceptive 
uncer.  Roxy  Rockwood. 
)w  entering  his  second  decade  of 
Jcasting  motorcycle  races,  and  still  at 
op  of  his  form.  Rockwood  had  a 
erful  feel  and  passion  for  the  early 
races.  Sometimes  I  believed  he  was 


as  responsible  for  the  tensely  serious  Fri- 
day night  atmosphere  as  Gunter  and  the 
rest  of  the  BSA  Wrecking  Crew  (whom 
Rockwood  named)  were. 

It  came  as  a  towering  surprise  to  me. 
then,  when  I  first  became  acquainted  with 
Albert,  to  discover  that  he  had  a  colossal 
dislike  of  Rockwood.  He  found  Rock- 
wood's  weekly  dosages  of  Ascot  statistics 
and  lore  irrelevant  and  boring.  Rock- 
wood's  doggedness  in  pursuing,  and  ob- 
vious pleasure  in  relaying  over  the  P.A..  the 
latest  gossip  from  the  pits  was.  to  Gunter. 
not  informative  but  unrestrained  nosi- 
ness— a  disquieting  and  logical  extension 
of  Rockwood's  sinister  workaday  occupa- 
tion as  policeman.  That  was  the  source  of 
the  problem.  Policemen  always  came  first 
on  the  formidable  list  of  things  Gunter 
despised.  Quite  often  the  most  innocuous 
remark  the  well-intended  Rockwood  made 
was  enough  to  set  him  off. 

The  Friday  night  following  the  indelible 
Sunday  afternoon  at  Lincoln.  Illinois,  in 
1962.  where  a  violent  crash  bludgeoned 
Carroll  Resweber  into  premature  retire- 
ment and  killed  a  popular  Louisiana  vet- 
eran named  Jack  Ghoulson.  Rockwood 
requested  that  the  Ascot  grandstands  rise 
for  a  moment's  respectful  silence  for 
Ghoulson.  Gunter  flew  into  a  rage  about 
it.  a  regular  tirade.  Using  logic  that  was  as 
difficult  for  me  to  comprehend  then  as  it  is 
now.  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  Rock- 
wood was  desecrating  the  memory  of 
Ghoulson.  one  of  his  heroes. 

Now  that  I  knew  Gunter  a  little  better.  I 
was  as  aware  of  his  awful  problem  as 
everyone  else  who  was  familiar  with  him 
was— he  was  a  dedicated  and  profound 
misanthrope.  Perhaps  the  most  self-reveal- 
ing remark  he  ever  made  was  about  want- 
ing to  go  live  in  a  cave  somewhere,  a  hermit 
not  forced  to  have  social  intercourse  with 
anyone.  Therefore  I  was  astonished  to  hear 
him  own  up  to  having  a  hero. 

The  only  racers  other  than  the  deceased 
Ghoulson  F  had  heard  him  say  anything 
remotely  complimentary  about  had  been 
Dick  Mann,  whom  Gunter  praised  pro- 
fusely and  repeatedly:  a  protege  of  Mann's 


named  Jimmy  Plain,  later  badly  hurt  at 
Selma;  and  for  whatever  bizarre  reason  the 
old  barnstormer  and  trick  rider  Putt  Moss- 
man.  Just  how  foolish  it  feels  to  form  a 
facile  impression  of  another  human  being 
and  then  discover  it  was  quite  faulty  came 
to  me  late  last  year  when  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  contents  of  a  card- 
board box  of  belongings  that  amounted  to 
Gunter's  last  effects.  The  box  was  over- 
flowing with  remembrances  of  other 
racers!  There  were  photographs  of  the  BSA 
Wrecking  Crew:  of  a  Harley-Davidson 
youth  named  Ronnie  Emick  who  is  com- 
pletely forgotten  now,  but  who  in  I960  was 
considered  a  prodigy,  and  whose  demise  at 
18  during  a  race  won  by  Gunter  plunged 
all  of  A.scot  into  mourning:  some  pica- 
resque and  highly  personal  letters  from  the 
old  Harley-Davidson  champion  Joe 
Leonard;  an  idolatrous  newspaper  story 
about  Gunter  whose  author,  bewildering- 
ly.  was  Rockwood:  and  the  most  un- 
expected photo  of  all.  shot  at  Sacramento 
in  either  I960  or  1961.  of  Harley-David- 
son's  nonpareil  Carroll  Resweber. 

I  still  cannot  think  of  anyone  I  would 
have  thought  less  likely  to  win  Gunter's 
approbation  than  Resweber.  Not  only  was 
he  of  the  Harley-Davidson  faith,  but  at 
Ascot  Resweber  amounted  to  that  rarest  of 
things:  a  valid  and  unyielding  threat  to  the 
Gold  Stars.  Along  with  Bart  Markel.  he 
was  the  only  one.  What  I  have  neglected  to 
mention  until  now  was  that  Ascot  was  the 
only  half-mile  in  America  that  was  poison 
to  Harley-Davidson.  Not  only  was  it  im- 
possible for  one  of  them  to  defeat  a  Gold 
Star  at  A.scoi.  bui  unless  track  conditions 
were  abnormal,  it  was  not  possible  for  a 
KR  to  look  anything  but  ridiculous  in  the 
vain  attempt.  Oh.  a  Harley-Davidson 
might  win  the  novice  main  event,  and 
some  terrifyingly  reckless  amateur  aboard 
a  Harlev-Davidson  — Marshall  (Earth- 
quake)  Lamm,  say— might  tank-slap  to  a 
victory  in  the  amateur  main  (although  the 
Gold  Star  influence  was  fell  regularly  in 
that  rugged  division,  too),  but  in  the  expert 
feature,  against  the  lithe,  quick  BSA  Sin- 
gles, any  KR  was  certain  to  root  and> 


Photo  of  Gunter  and  Blackie  Bruce(38)is  rare  one  Gunter  saved.  Penned  on  its  back  were 
words  "Ascot  '61— just  before  I  bumped  Bruce. " 
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wallow  and  look  like  nothing  so  much  as 
one  of  those  gluttonous  mammals  Harley- 
Davidsons  have  long  been  nicknamed. 
Seldom  could  Troy  Lee,  Johnny  Gibson  or 
even  the  dedicated  brawler  Don  Hawley 
win;  and  the  only  out-of-state  racer  on  a 
Harley-Davidson  ever  to  accomplish  a  vic- 
tory had  been  Bart  Markel,  who  was  in 
searing  form  during  the  inaugural  weeks 
of  1960. 

Then  Resweber,  the  greatest  Number  1, 
journeyed  west  in  July,  bringing  with  him  a 
KR  like  none  we  had  ever  seen.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  lower,  smaller,  and  even  more 
nimble  than  the  Gold  Star.  Resweber  had 
craft  and  finesse.  Cannily  scrutinizing  the 
Gold  Stars,  he  stuck  his  delicate,  under- 
sized Harley  into  a  widening  lead  with  less 
than  four  miles  of  the  Eight  Mile  National 
to  go.  Abruptly  Gunter's  No.  3  appeared 
from  nowhere  and  went  past  Resweber  as 
if  he  were  a  nobody.  Seeing  the  gap  be- 
tween Gunter  and  himself  widening,  and 
the  distance  between  himself  and  Stuart 
Morley,  who  was  riding  Dick  Buitman's 
BSA,  a  sister  Gold  Star  to  Gunter's,  clos- 
ing, Resweber  uncharacteristically  did  it 
all  wrong  in  the  tightening  north  turn. 
Down  he  went  in  an  uninjured  but  mor- 
tified heap. 

Gunter  appeared  to  force  Markel  into 
an  almost  identical  error  two  years  later, 
while  scoring  the  second,  and  best,  of  his 
three  Eight  Mile  National  wins.  By  most 
accounts  Gunter  won  this  race  off  the 
track.  The  commotion  began  when  his 


black  Ford  Ranchero  with  his  immaculate 
Gold  Star  (if  it  wasn't  immaculate,  Albert 
wouldn't  come)  in  its  bed  was  seen  arriving 
so  tardily  that  Ascot's  back  pit  gate  was 
shutting  and  he  almost  missed  registration. 
Once  inside  the  grounds  Gunter  wouldn't 
permit  Markel  or  anyone  a  close  look  at 
the  Gold  Star  -I  seem  to  recall  he'd 
brought  with  him  a  hard-faced  Polynesian, 
supposedly  a  black  belt  karate  man,  to  see 
to  that.  Gunter's  lateness,  gossip  spreading 
across  the  pits  had  it,  had  come  about 
because  all  afternoon  he'd  been  preening 
his  Gold  Star.  He  had  it  hoi. 

Still  Gunter  refused  to  talk  to  Markel,  or 
to  acknowledge  his  presence  in  any  way. 
Markel  was  outwardly  unmoved  by  the 
snub,  and  established  a  speed  record  win- 
ning his  qualifying  heat.  A  Harley-David- 
son making  an  Ascot  record!  Gunter.  in  the 
.same  heat,  almost  had  to  run  over  the  lop 
of  Markel's  teammate,  traveling  compan- 
ion, and  blocker,  Tony  Murguia. 

The  apology  I  heard  Gunter  delivering 
to  the  irate  Murguia  afterward,  and  which 
I  noticed  Markel  listening  to  as  well, 
seemed  genuine.  It  also  was  couched  in 
innuendo.  Everything  Gunter  did  that  ex- 
citing night,  including  arriving  late, 
.seemed  to  be  calculated  to  put  Markel  oft" 
balance.  There  was  a  curious  theory,  ad- 
vanced 1  think  by  Neil  Keen,  that  Markel 
could  be  psyched  out.  1  know  that  all  of 
those  old  acquaintances  of  Gunter's  who 
once  held  him  in  high  esteem,  but  today 
are  mistrustful  of  his  reputation  and  view 


him  as  a  racer  who  has  been  over-pi 
agandized.  and  who  are  convinced  thai 
last-second  arrival  at  this  particular 
tional  wasn't  intentional,  but  purely 
cau.se  Gunter  had  procrastinated  ah 
gelling  his  Gold  Star  ready,  will  find 
fanciful.  They  also  are  aware  of  w  hat  \ 
pened  later.  Markel  made  a  mysteri. 
stuttering  start  and  Gunter,  ordinarily 
diocre  from  the  standing  start,  got  a 
mendously  proficient  one.  Gunter 
every  lap  of  the  Eight  Mile  National,  w 
Markel  finally  crashed  and  fell  ofl  cha; 
him. 

"Gunter  was  never,  ever,  friendl' 
me,"  Markel  told  me  with  beniusen 
years  later.  Their  lives  touched  on 
future  occasions,  both  of  them  mcmora 

At  Sacramento  later  in  1962  I  obsei 
Markel's  Harley-Davidson  encroachinj 
the  portion  of  the  narrow  corner  grc 
already  occupied  by  Gunter's  Gold  Stc 
was  the  last  lap  of  a  National  that  Gut 
until  getting  crowded,  seemed  to  be  > 
ning.  Markel  won. 

At  Tulare  in  1966.  Markel  was  on 
verge  of  collecting  his  third  seasonal  ch 
pionship  for  Harley-David.son.  Guntei 
rude  compari.son.  was  not  quite  two  y 
recovered  from  his  accident  at  Dodge  C 
when  he  swerved  oft"  the  track  and  his  h 
made  contact  with  a  slab  of  concrete, 
ira.scibility  had  worsened,  and  his  inte 
in  racing  subsequently  slackened.  He 
degenerated  into  a  rather  pitiable  1 
been  racing  not  a  BSA.  but  a  Match 


A  picture  belonging  to  Gunter  On  the  back  he  wrote  "Shortly  before 
I  ran  over  Don  Hawley's  (6)  foot ..." 


Eight  Mile  National  winner's  circle.  1963.  Gunter,  far  right,  has  just 
won.  Sammy  Tanner  (7)  was  second.  Jack  O'Brien  third.  To  the  left  of 
Tanner, is  vaunted  tuner  C.R.  Axtell. 
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Normally  Gunter  had  problems  at  Tulare  track,  but  he  won 
trophy  dash.  No.  25  is  amateur  rider  Jimmy  Plain. 

Copyrighted  material 


ACCESSORIES  for  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  and  other. 


INSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800-645-6066  »^ 

except  N.Y.,  Hawaii  &  AlasKa  or  Call  516-248-5775 


B'STUFFED  B«C  -  10"  diameter. 

W"  long  Holds  two  helmets 
C-SUPER  STUFFER-  21"  lone         ''"'•""g  Travels  securely. 
12"  diameter.  All  features  pfiis  'hree  snap  flap  Heavy  duty 
■  piggy  back"  poucli  slirgs,  Red,  Blue.  Biacli  tll.49 

Red.  Blue,  Black  (15.49 


RAIN  PROOF 
CYCLE  LUGGAGE 


loniroi  speed 

without  strain 


'  BAR  CARRYALL  LUCGACE  Fits  all  bars, 

F  in  a  jitfy   Douhte  lined,  heavy  duty 
full  /ipper  enclosure  ^ateiproof,  2- 
carry-handie.  use  as  hand  luggage. 
"E"'   Slinilard  -  Black  only  $19,95 
<e  heavy  duly  -  Black  or  Brown" $29.95 


$1650 
$15.9] 


«1«.S0 
$15.99 


NEW  CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  GAUGE 

, ,  ,  HPNOA  cex.  GLIOOO 

titra  heayy  duly  internal  springs.  CB750K/f  (791 
2"  diameter,  lull  270  sweep.  CB550K,  F, 

CB400F/350F  $16  50 
CB750K  F  (thru  781 
CB750A  $15.95 
YAMAHA 
500-750 
XSU 

KAWASAKI 

K7750.KZ650. 
K7400 
900  1000 
SUZUKI 

GSIOOO  750  550 
400  $15.95 
HARLEY  OAVIOSON 

74FX  $16,50 
74.  Sportster  $15.95 


KRYPTONITE 

CYCLE  LOCK 


'Cannot  be 
cut  by 
boltcuttefs. 
liles  or 
hacksaws, 
or  forced 
open  wilh 
jack. 

The  ultimate 
Cycle  loch. 
Fully  hardened 
armor  steel, 
plastic  covered 
InsTalls  and 
removes  in 
seconds. 

$39.95 


0-T*NK  BH  Straps  t^-^-t^^^!^ 
gas  tank;  I2"xl0"x5",  *  • 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  potch. 
Heavy-duty  sling  for  tahe- 
along  convenience 
Red.  Blue,  Black.  $16.49 


FUEL  GAUfiE  Fits  all  Honda  llip 
cap  models,  all  years.  Mounts 
easily  with  Honda  recall  locks 
Also  Yamafia  '75's  (road)  and 
Kawasaki  75*s  (road)  Easily 
mstiiile  ■   


COOL  WUTHIR  UUNTLCTS 

Soft  cowhide  gloves,  foam 
lining  for  warmth  ft  comfort 
Insulated  vinyl  gauntlets, 
adjustable  wnst  strap  Black 
w  maroon  &  white  stnoe.  Sizes 
XS.  S.  M.  L.  XL        $13.49  pr. 


COMPIXTC  SET  All  three  bags  in 
matching  colors  Bed.  Blue,  Black  $40.00 

CYCLE  COVERS  form  lifted, 
protects  atiairst  .I'l  weather. 
Heavy   gauge,  doth 
backed.  Resists  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
With  tie  straps. 

I  Bihe  shown  includes 
sissy  bar  &  p«d, 
vindsFiield  &  fairing, 
luggage  r^ch  and 
saddle  bags 


"No.  1  PATCH" 

For  SUZUKI.  HONDA, 
YAMAHA.  KAWASAKI, 
HARLET. 

Brilliant  Red,  White 
&  Blue  embroidered 
4"  higti.  Iron-on 
or  sew-on.  Specify 
name.  No.  86 

$1.50 


Moped  Cover  |29.8B 
'958  For  160cc  S  smaller 
•961  For  750CC&  smaller 
'962  w  Siss»  Bar 
'964  w  Wndstild 
'966  Sissy  Bar  i  Wndshld 
*970  For  lOOOcc 
•972  w  Sissy  Bar 
'974  w  Wndshid 
«976  Sissy  Bar  S  Wndstild  1 


CRUISE  HELPER  Eiiortiess 

throttle  control.  Eliminates  fatigue,  wrist 
patns.  Quick,  easy  on-off  installation 
Fits  all  cycles,  $2.49 


SILVER  WING  PATCH 

For  YAMAHA,  HONDA,  SUZUKI, 
KAWASAKI.  HARIEY. 

U"  wide  embraidcred  patch  Silver  wings, 
black  and  gold  insignia  Iron-on  or  sew-on 
Specily  name  No.  3D 


iO  '  SADDLE  BAGS  For  on  or  off  bike.  Double  dutyl 
it  under  seal,  over  seat,  over  shoulder.  Heavy 
laugahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
eintorced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit, 
lag  12"  wide,  1 1"  high,  W  deep.  Great  ' 
ition  for  free  &  easy  travel.  Set  of  iwo 
fjrd  -  Black  only  $19.95 
,  duty  (Reinlorcedl,-  Black  or  Brown  -$24.99 


EAGLE  PATCH  for 
HONDA.  YAMAHA.  HARLEY 
KAWASAKI.  SUZUKI 

Finely  detailed  7-color 
embroidered  patch 
Bronze  wings,  brown 
body,  silver  head  &  legs, 
yellow  talons  &  beak 
Iron-on  or  sew-on, 
4  sizes  Specify  name- 
Monster  10"  X  13'/i" 
No.  103  $13.99 
Ciant  8"  K  10" 
No.  77  $8.95 
Regular  31/2"  X  5" 
No.  81  $3.49 
Mini  2V2"  t  V.t" 
No.  90  $1.95 


NEW  CYCIE  SPAT 

protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting  One  size 
tits  all  Genuine 
leather,  elastrc 
straps  Extra  strap 
included  Black  or 
Brown  $3  98 


  HtlMtl  SP[AKER$  Weitherpioof  remote 

- — — —   speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Fits 

We  snip  worldwide  earphone  lack  of  transistor  radio  2H"»  H4" 

  Includes  cable  connectors        $12  9S 

Optional  2-hclmet  attachment  $4!9J 


CUSTOM  CHROME 
GAUGE  COVERS 

Sturdy  gleaming  chrome 
rims  dress  up,  protect 
your  gauges.  Fit  all 
Hondas.  Kawasaki  900 
1000,  Harley  Sportster 
Specify  model- 
Set  of  two  $14.99 


REFLECTA-FRAME 

Adds  over  7"  of  reflective  safety 
to  rear  Chrome  trimmed  durable 
red  lexan.  With  sturdy  aluminum 
backplate  and  all  hardware  For 
all  bikes  Specify  Slate  ICal  ,  NY. 
etc  )  of  license  plate.  $4.93 


Quick  release  that 
works  like  a  miniature 
seat  belt. 

Replaces  "D"  rings. 
$2.99 


Visit  our  only  retail  location. 


HI  PERFORMANCE  TUNE  UP  KITS 

1  Champion  Spark  Plugs  "f"" 

le  U  S  made  pninis  &  condenscis 
eeler  gauges  &  point  lubricant, 
led  tuning  specs.  Also  available 
lesistor  plugs  (add  $2). 


$15  20 
$14  45 
$12  45 
$1245 

$17.20 
$  9  35 
$17.20 


GUOOO 

CB750  550  500  fours 
CB  CLJ50-500  twins 
CB  01350  360  twins 
KAWASAKI 

900  1000 

KZtOO  twins  {74.onl 
x/650 

SUZUKI  GSIOOO.  GS550.GS750  850 
Specify  Oenso  or  Kokusan  points  $1 7  20 
Gs:0O  514.45 
YAMAHA 

<^•;l5o  r76-on) 

I  lb')!  Xsl  B  Xt2C69.74) 
fiDinn  Iw.ns 
HAKLEY  DAVIDSON 
Fl.flH.fX(70-771.  fXE. 
Low  Rider  (75  7/).  fLX  (70  74:  $E  98 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE  UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do-lt-Yourselfar" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adiusfments. 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 

KAWASAKI 

Zl/IOOO 
Triples 
Singles 
KZ6SQ 


73-78 
•69-75 
■69-75 
■77-78 


$7.95 
$9.99 
$6.99 
$7.99 


TWO  WAY  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring.  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 
normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals  All  plastic 
non  electric,  no  maintenance.  Adiusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect 
works  hands  free.  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  only  2  oz 
$8.95  Mt  3  or  more  $7.60  set. 

jv^  AM  FM  portable  radio  attachment  $3.98 


HONDA 

GLIOOO* 
750 

350-550  Fours 
450  500T 
350  360T 
XL  Series 
Elsinore  Series 
125  200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


75 
■69-'; 
71- 
'66- 
■68-' 
72- 
73- 
•69- 
•68-' 


YAMAHA 

'.II   JZ'!5  street  2.strokes 

'78    $7.95  Enduros 

$6.95  4  strokes 

$6.95  syjm(, 


•67-'75  $9.99 

•68-^74  $9.99 
'70-'74  $9.99 


$7.95 


ts'is  Triples 
'75    $6!95  -'"I'"  *  Twin 


■72.'74  $9.99 
•70-'74  $9.99 
77-'78  $7.95 


'76    $6:95  GS750 
'75     $6  95    HARLEY  DAVIDSON 

All  V  twins  '75-'77  .  <a.8J 

'Other  name  brand  manuals  will  be  supplied 
We  reserve  the  right  to  ship  equivalent  manuals 
when  availability  or  stock  prevents  immediate  stilpmen' 


lUBLE  SADDLE 

CEMENT  SEAT  

cept  in  custom  seats.  Use  your  original  seal  base.  Install  pre-formed  foam 
UT"'  ,  ins'allation  complete  wMh  dl^SctiSSr 

rL.'h  ,e^^'n«**,^.^"/'  ■^"OO,  CBX  Kawasaki  K2900/lobo 

'amaha  XSllOO,  750-20  E  SE,  650  '76  t  later;  Suzuki  GSIOOO.  GS750/550 


EAGLE  PIN  I 

Finely  detailed.  English  made  I 

1  "b"  high.  Gold  only.  For  ■ 

Honda.  Yamaha.  Suzuki,  ■ 

Kawasaki,  Harley  Davidson  I 

Specify.  J2  98  ■ 

I 


TWO  WHEEL  ACCESSORIES® 
at  Honda  of  Mineola 


NEW  1979  80  CATALOG  $1.50 

($2  by  All  Mail  anywhere  in  the  world  > 


NAME  

ADDRESS. 

CITY  

Year  - 


336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE 
MINEOLA,  N.Y.  tISOl 
(516)  248  5775 


-  Model 


-STATE. 


-ZIP. 


-Sefial 


QUAN. 

ITEM 

SIZE 

color'' ^'  &  2nd 
choices) 

PRICE 

N  Y  Slate  residents  add  7'.  sales  lai            /^^^  5%  Shipping 

(Mlnlmiim  SI) 

□  Special  Handling  »  Dhy  SISB  tddiMnal  (opnonail  TOTAL 

5£5 

□n 


^1' 
-Qriali 


CARBSTIX 

MERCURY  CARS  SYNCHRONIZER 


The  most  accurate  and  convenient  to  use 
carb-synchronizer  available. 


1995 

ipalenled)  of 


with  the 
adapters 
supplied  the 
CARB  ST  IX  can 
be  used  on  all 
of  the  following: 


•  Kawasaki— all  four  strokes 

•  Honda— all  fours  and  360.  200  twins 

•  BMW— all  /6's,  /7's  and  S  Models 

•  Yamaha— XS750, 650, 500, 360 

•  Suzuki— GT-750, 550, 380 

•  Moto  Guzzi— Laverda— Benelll 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 
SEND  CASH,  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER  TO: 

PASER  INSTRUMENTATION,  INC. 
4913  W.  Avalon  Dr.,  Phoenix.  Arizona  85031  D 
or  call  602-272-5444 
Dealer  Inquiries  Invited 


IPROUD 
LINE 


Custom  Touring  Jackets, 
Pants  and  Accessories 

PRESTIGE  LEATHERS  for  the  Serioii 
Touring  Rider 

•  Classic  Police  or  HO  styling 

•  Snap-on  fur  collar 

•  Choice  of  16  selected  colors 

•  Custom  lailonng  (or  that  "perfect"  fit 

Send  50C  for  cataloc) 


Lancer  Leathers 

10233  N.  19lh  Avenue. 
Dept  CWM 

Phoenix.  Arizona  85021 
(602)  944-1783 


Carroll  Resw&ber,  Harley-Davidson's  only 
four-time  Number  1.  Invincible  everywhere 
but  against  Gunter  at  Ascot. 


one  that  was  immaculate  in  the  Albert 
Gunter  tradition.  Markel.  in  the  Tulare 
pits,  noticed  it  and  dared  a  closer  look  at  it. 

"Go  on.  get  the  hell  out  of  here."  yelled 
Gunter  angrily.  When  his  order  went 
smilingly  unheeded  by  Markel.  he  sum- 
marily directed  his  black  belt  body  guard, 
still  with  Gunter  after  all  the  years,  to  give 
Markel  a  good  beating.  The  right  of  Gun- 
ter's  karatist  to  continue  wearing  his  black 
belt  was  up  for  serious  debate  afterward. 
Market,  the  old  Golden  Gloves  finalist, 
promptly  knocked  him  down  once  or.  de- 
pending upon  who  is  spinning  the  tale, 
twice. 

The  axiom  that  big  egos  make  big 
money  is  subscribed  to  by  many  in  racing, 
but  it  certainly  never  applied  to  Gunter. 
whose  ego  may  have  been  the  largest  one 
of  them  all.  Not  that  he  ever  lacked  oppor- 
tunities. Worthwhile  offers  of  employment 
came  Gunter's  way  when  he  was  at  the  top 
of  his  powers  and  long  after  he  wasn't. 
Whatever  jobs  his  racing  reputation 
earned  him.  his  misanthropy  lost  him.  Dan 
Gurney.  through  the  seasons  one  of  the 
most  hardened  of  Ascot  devotees  (Gurney. 
in  1959.  was  the  kind  individual  who  in- 
formed me  of  the  only  place  I  should 
spend  my  Friday  nights),  gave  Gunter  a 
post  on  his  fledgling  All  American  Racers 
championship  race  car  team.  Gunter  had 
long  wanted  the  opportunity  to  design, 
and  perhaps  pilot,  race  cars,  and  this  was  a 
particularly  outstanding  one.  Of  course  he 
spoiled  it.  But  like  so  many  of  the  other 
things  Albert  Gunter  ever  spoiled  (going 
out  of  his  way.  in  his  last,  bitter  years,  to 
insult  and  alienate  just  about  anyone  and 
everyone  who  had  been  remotely  close  to 
him)  he  did  so  in  such  a  gross,  overstated 
manner,  that  it  was  far  more  comic  than 
sad.  After  skeptically  examining  a  set  of 


By  the  mid-sixties  Gunter's  smile  was  go 
and  so  was  his  Gold  Star  He'd  replacei 
with  this  G50  Matchless.  He  never  wor 
race  with  it. 

blueprints  drawn  up  by  the  top  perf 
mance  engineer  at  Ford  Motor  Co..  Gi 
ter  contemptuously  tossed  the  bluepri 
away  and  thunderously  called  the  engin 
a  fool,  that  anyone  so  incompetent  as 
didn't  deserve  to  be  employed  anwvhi 
The  explosion  finished  Gunter  at  Fc 
and  was  one  of  the  many  things  to  lit 
him  with  Gurney  and  cost  him  his  posit 
at  All  American  Racers. 

Repudiating  racing.  Gunter  in 
1976.  as  he  was  coming  out  of  the  hospi 
gave  me  an  earthy  description  of 
valueless  everything  he  had  done  was. 
railed  bitterly  against  his  ego.  which 
blamed  for  leading  him  into  racing, 
bitterness  became  savage  when  he  spoki 
how  little  financial  gain  he  or  any  of 
era's  principals,  including  Dick  Mann 
Harley-Davidson  compeers  Resweber 
Markel.  ever  derived.  I  told  him  no 
who  ever  saw  him  make  a  Gold  .Star 
could  forget  it.  and  he  fulminated  th; 
didn't  deserve  remembrance. 

Roxy  Rockwood  remembered, 
months  after  Gunter's  passing  I  was  at 
Jose  for  the  National  and  just  as  the 
gram  opened  the  familiar  voice  asked 
crowd  for  a  minute  of  standing  siicnc 
tribute  to  the  late  Albert  Gunter. 

An  involuntary  smile  which  implici 
disrespect  for  the  memory  of  Gur 
flashed  onto  my  face.  Suddenly  in 
mind  I  was  picturing  another  occas 
now  more  than  a  decade  and  a  half  in 
past,  and  another  well-intended  rci] 
for  quiet  from  Rockwood.  and  what  C 
tcr's  unimaginably  abusive  reaction 
had  been.  How  easy  it  was  to  envi 
what  Albert's  behavior,  were  he  only 
us  at  that  moment,  might  have  been, 
loudly  he  would  have  cursed.  How  fur 
he  would  have  become! 
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feinert  paddles  to  Stadium  Win;  Roberts  hurt  in  Japan; 
Say  and  Boody  split  Houston  TT/ Short  Track  Winston 

Pro  Wins. 


Mickey  Fay  (59)  is  already  set  up  for  tlie  turn  while  Steve  Ekiund  is  still  landing  from  the  Houston  TT  jump. 


wanted  it."  said  Mickey  Fay  after 
w  inning  the  Htuiston  TT  on  a  Honda. 
■)ul  his  hand  over  his  heart  and  said 
n  "I  wanted  it  bad  riiiht  here  and  I 
it.  It's  still  kind  of  hard  to  behevc  that 
n." 

was  rush  ctl'ort  thai  vielded  a  Winston 
ieries  win  for  the  Honda  XR50()  in  the 
attempt.  Kay.  a  19-year-old  dry-wall 
r  from  Seattle.  Washington  came  close 
inning  the  C  astle  Rock  IT  last  vcar. 
was  brought  together  with  Honda 
Ligh  the  work  of  Monte  Darling,  the 
;rican  Honda  l  ieid  Service  Reprcscn- 
e  for  the  Seattle  area.  Darling  con- 
ed Honda  that  Fav  was  worth  a 
ble.  and  the  deal  wa.s  made.  Honda 
ilied  an  XR5()()  engine,  a  set  of  leath- 
nioney  for  a  frame  and  running  gear 
expenses  for  the  trip  to  Houston, 
iger  Stanley,  Service  Manager  of  Bur- 
Honda,  is  Fav's  wrench.  Stanley 
ed  up  a  piston  from  an  optional 
Ja  .\R50()  performance  kit  to  increase 
pression.  installed  a  Mega  Cycle 
haft  and  fabricated  an  exhaust  svs- 
Dick  Washer,  who  builds  Wasco 


Announcer  Roxy  Rockwood  and  Honda's 
Monte  Darling  flank  19-year-old  Mickey  Fay 
in  the  Houston  TT  winner's  circle. 


frames  in  his  garage,  made  the  frame  and 
C  hampion  running  gear  was  installed.  The 
bike  which  v\eighed  240  lb.  with  'j-tank 
of  gasoline— was  first  assembled  just  four 
days  before  the  Houston  race,  and  was 
Uxided  into  a  truck  with  the  paint  still  wet. 
Before  practice,  the  engine  had  just  20 
minutes  running  time. 

According  to  Stanley,  the  Honda  in 
finished  form  made  more  power  and 
li>rt]ue  with  higher  peak  rpm  than  the 
^■amaha  l"r500  engines  he  has  had  experi- 
ence w  ith.  Fay  put  the  power  to  good  use 
bv  qualifying  fifth. 

It  was  in  the  hrst  heat  that  it  became 
evident  just  how  hungry  Fay  really  was. 
I  ay  was  hangin*  it  out.  and  that's  all  there 
was  to  it.  Motocrosser  Mike  Bell,  watching 
from  the  infield  said  "He'll  throw  it  awa\. 
He  can  t  ride  like  that  and  get  away  with 
il." 

But  I  ay  did.  trading  positions  with  fa.sl 
tjualifier  (and  last  \ear's  w  inner)  Steve  Ek- 
iund until  a  restart  of  the  heat.  Two  restarts 
later  Fav  was  leading  w  hen  F.klund.  Steve 
Morehead  and  Rod  Spencer  tangled  be- 
hind him  and  crashed.  Problems  restarting 


by  John  Ulrich 
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Fay's  Wasco-framed  XR500  was  built  by  Roger  Stanley  with  a  welded-up  piston  and  Mega- 
cycle camshaft. 


and  crash  damage  to  the  exhaust  system 
relegated  Eklund  to  the  semis. 

Ekiund  made  the  final  by  winning  his 
semi  and  the  stage  was  set  for  the  final 
race.  "I  just  give  him  the  bike  and  try  not  to 
watch."  said  Fay's  tuner.  Stanley,  before 
the  National.  "I  just  close  my  eyes.  I  just 
got  to  talk  to  him.  get  him  to  calm  down. 


not  do  anything  wild." 

"My  mechanic  doesn't  tell  me  anything 
because  he  doesn't  want  me  to  worry  about 
over-revving  the  bike  or  anything."  said 
Fay.  Then  he  went  out.  took  the  lead  in 
three  laps  and  started  pulling  away  from 
the  pack.  Eklund  hit  some  ruts  in  one  turn 
and  crashed,  but  worked  his  way  up  to 


eighth  by  the  finish.  Defending  Wins 
Pro  Champion  Jay  Springsteen  didn't  si 
his  semi  after  a  heat-race  crash-  anot 
rider  hit  him  broadside-and  the  efl'ects 
stomach  flu  set  in.  John  Gennai's  vene 
ble  Triumph  was  second,  followed 
Randy  Goss  (Harley-Davidson).  R 
Hocking  on  another  Honda  and  Skip  A 
land  on  the  monoshock  TT50()  Kei 
Rol)erts  would  have  ridden  at  the  Asi 
dome  had  he  come  to  start-money  tei 
with  the  race  promoters.  Honda  also  g 
David  Aldana  and  Sonny  Burres  XR 
engines,  but  Aldana  crashed  while  ihirt 
his  heat  and  didn't  make  the  transfer  to 
main  event  from  his  .semi,  and  Burres  i 
failed  to  make  the  main  from  his  se 
Aldana's  and  Burres'  bikes  u.sed  Star  Ri: 
frames,  while  Hocking's  Honda  was  fit 
into  a  Knight  Fabrication  frame. 


RESULTS 


Mickey  Fay 
John  Gennai 
Randy  Go.ss 
Rick  Hocking 
Skip  Aksland 
Gary  Scott 
Scott  Pearson 
Steve  Eklund 
Dennis  Briggs 
Rickv  Graham 


V 


BOODY  PROVES  POINT  WITH  HOUSTON  SHORT  TRACK  WIN 


Gaff/7  Brow  (15),  Ronnie  Jones  and  the  pack. 


Iefore  the  1979  Winston  Pro  Series 
started.  Ted  Boody  told  the  press  that 
he  had  something  to  prove.  Boody  had 
been  dropped  from  the  Harley-Davidson 
factory  team  at  the  close  of  the  1 978  season 
and  became  a  privateer.  After  leading  the 
Houston  Short  Track  from  the  start  and 
still  leading  at  the  finish,  an  elated  Boody 
declared  "There's  no  better  place  to  start, 
and  this  is  just  the  beginning." 

Boody  had  qualified  fourth  on  a  Ya- 
maha, behind  Steve  Ekiund  (Yamaha). 
Terry  Poovey  (Bultaco)  and  Rick  Hocking 
(Yamaha).  Short  Track  is  traditionally  full 


of  close  racing,  and  the  first  26  qualifiers 
had  lap  times  within  a  half-second. 

Boody  won  his  heat  and  jumped  into  the 
final  race  lead  at  the  drop  of  the  flag  with 
Eklund  close  behind.  "I  looked  back  once 
and  Steve  (Eklund)  was  right  there,  and  all 
of  a  sudden  I  cut  five  smooth  laps.  My  lines 
were  ju,st  right  and  then  he  wasn't  there 
anymore.  I  saw  his  front  wheel  come  inside 
one  time,  but  after  those  five  perfect  laps 
he  was  gone." 

"I  could  have  tried  a  little  harder  but  I 
was  in  second."  said  Eklund.  "The  way 
things  went  last  night  (at  the  TT)  I  didn't 


Steve  Eklund  leads  his  short  track  heat 
inside  the  huge  Houston  Astrodome. 
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WE  PLATE 
DTORCYCU 
IRTS  ONLY 

[I!hroine  &  Gold 
Free  Price  List 


mNG  SERVICE,  INC. 

Route  15,  Box  534 
ducah,  Kentucky  42001 
Phone  502-564-1146 


IS  MONTH'S  SPECIALS... 
let  &  Touring  Gloves  by  Olympia 

Style  101;  top  grain 
^^^^B||^  leather,  seamless  palm, 
HH^^^^  nylon  stitched,  adjusta- 
f^^^^F'         velcro  strap.  Black 

L^^^       only.  Sizes  S,  M,  L,  XL 
Reg.  $14.95  pr. 

9cial  $10.95  Save  $5.00  per  pair 

3RTED  MOTO-CROSS  GLOVES 

ft,  exceptionally 
leather  gloves, 
5tic  wrist  band, 
h  black  finger 
Sizes  S,  M,  L, 
$9.95  pr 

acial  $5.95  Save  $4.00  per  pair. 

M  $1.55  par  pair  tor  poataca  and  handlnc. 
I  rfwppad  aama  day.  Vlaa,  MaatarChatsaor 

ilcomed. 

Our  Giant  304  Page  Catalog 
ng/Parts/Accessories  only  $4.95 

:  &  VAN  ACCESSORIES,  UNLTD. 

America's  most  complete  accessory 
or  the  vanner,  or  rider  of  mopeds,  or 
Suzuki,  Yamaha  or  Kawasaki  bikes. 

St  Main  Street  Stamford,  CT  06902 

1  at  West  Avenue,  1  block  north  of  1-95, 

125-2938  —  Phone  Ordan  Waicomad! 


Ted  Boody,  pensive  before  the  short  track 
start. 

want  to  tall  again.  I'm  the  kind  of  guy  that 
doesn't  ride  over  his  head." 

Randy  Goss  and  his  Klot/  Yamaha  was 
third,  which  together  with  his  third  in  the 
Houston  TT  put  him  into  the  Win.ston  Pro 
Series  points  lead. 

Skip  Aksland  crashed  while  fourth. 

Jay  Springsteen,  still  ill  with  the  flu  and 
hurting  from  his  TT  crash,  didn't  attempt 
to  qualify  for  the  Short  Track. 


RESULTS 


Ted  Boody 

Yam 

Steve  Ekiund 

Yam 

Randy  Goss 

Yam 

Garth  Brow 

H-D 

Ronnie  Jones 

Yam 

Gary  Scott 

Ossa 

Rickey  Graham 

Yam 

Bob  Beary 

Suz 

Wayne  Rainey 

Yam 

Rick  Hocking 

Yam 

WINSTON  PRO  SERIES 
POINTS  AFTER  HOUSTON 

Randy  Goss  26 

Steve  Ekiund  23 

Mickey  Fay  v  20 

Ted  Boody  20 

Gary  Scott  18 


ROBERTS  HURT  IN  JAPAN 

Kenny  Roberts  crashed  while  testing 
the  1979  YZR500  Yamaha  in  Japan 
in  mid  February  and  was  injured.  Accord- 
ing to  Yamaha  Racing  Manager  Ken  Clark, 
Roberts  lost  the  front  wheel  in  a  fast  right- 
hander at  the  Yamaha  test  track  near 
Iwata.  Japan,  spun  out  and  slammed  into  a 
guard  rail.  Roberts  broke  his  12th  vertabra 
and  suffered  a  compression  between  the 
12th  and  13th  vertabrae.  Doctors  operated 
two  days  after  the  crash  to  repair  damage 
to  Roberts'  spleen,  which  required  several 
stitches  to  control  bleeding.  Roberts  would 
remain  hospitalized  in  Japan  for  three 
weeks,  then  fly  home  for  recuperation.> 


Which  System 
Is  Better? 


The  Choice 
Is  Obvious! 

Of  the  many  motorcycle  exhaust  systems  on  the 
market  today.  RACER  1  by  Dick's  Cycle  West, 
Inc.  is  by  far  the  best  value.  Here's  why: 


Every  bend  in  a  RACER  1  exhaust 
means  business  and  the  results 
prove  it  For  example.  Cycle  World 
magazine  took  an  off-the-shelf  set 
of  RACER  1  pipes  and  put  them  on 
a  Kawasaki  KZ- 1 000  test  bike  The 
quarter-mile  results?  "Our  time 
with  the  RACER  1  was  12.03. 
111.24  mph.  With  the  stock  pipes  the 
Kawasaki  turned  12.63  sec.  at  104.16  mph.  This 
improvement  was  made  without  different  Jetting 
or  any  other  changes. "  Need  we  say  more? 

QUALITY 

RACER  1  exhausts  are  designed  and  built  to  provide 
exceptional  service.  This  is  reflected  in  first-rate 
manufacturing  excellence  and  features  such  as: 
(A)  Hand-wrapped  Alumina-Cilica  ceramic  pack- 
ing rated  to  1 600°.  (B)  Core  design  tailored  to  each 
specific  application.  (C)  Custom  brackets  for  each 
application  (O)  M.I.G.  welding  for  superior  pene- 
tration and  strength  (E|  Tapered 
collector  receivers  to  eliminate 
blow-by   (F)  Computer-controlled 


mandrel  bending  for  optimum  accuracy  and  fit.  (G) 
1 8-gauge  pre-polished  seamless  tubing.  (H)  Head- 
pipes  equipped  with  inner-sleeve  heat  dispersers. 

STYLE  &  SOUND 

From  the  distinctively  raked  power  cone  to  the 
smooth-flowing  headpipes,  RACER  1  exhaust  sy- 
stems look  lean  and  mean!  And  the  powerful,  deep- 
throated  exhaust  note  says  "performance,  "  with- 
out being  offensively  noisy.  You'll  really  appreciate 
the  way  thoroughly  engineered  RACER  1  systems 
look  and  sound! 

PRICING 

You'll  find  that  RACER  1  exhaust  systems  are  most 
competitively  priced,  and  dollar-for-dollar  repre- 
sent your  best  buy  Check  the  features  and  you'll 
know  why  Available  for  all  popular  street  bikes 
from  1 969  to  date. 

•  An  2/1  chrome  systems  (except  BMW)  SI 26. 50 

•  All  2/1  bledl  systems  IBMW  n/el  tllS.BG 

•  BMW  2/1  chrome  systems  (1970  up)  •IBS  00 

•  All  3/1  chrome  systems  •IBB. 00 

•  All  3/1  black  systems  tlBB  00 

•  AII4/1  chrome  systems  (except  t97S  77  Hor«to  GLI«1SB.0O 

•  All  4  '1  black  systems  (except  1 975  77  Horxla  GLI  •17e.0O 

•  Honda  GL  1000  (1975  771  chrome  system  (210  00 

•  Honda  Gl  1000  (1975  771  black  system  •200.00 

•  Honda  CBX  6/1  chrome  system    tSSO  00 

•  Honda  CBX  6/1  black  system  •270O0 

If  your  local  dealer  does  not  stock  RACER  1  exhaust 
systems,  you  can  order  direct  VISA,  Master 
Charge  and  C  O.D.  orders  accepted.  Orders  sent 
freight  collect 


d|R4CER1 
1 


trademark  for  products  manufactured  by: 

1  dick's  cyde  west,  inc. 

401  Agottino  Rd..  San  Oal)ri*l.  CA  92776 
(213)287-9866 


Name  _ 
Address 
City 

Type  Motorcycle  . 


.State. 


.Zip. 


(year)         (brand)  (model) 
□  Master  Charge  OVISA  DCOD  DCheck  enclosed 

Credit  card  no.   

Expiration  date  

MAY  1979/191 
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Keep  your  car 
showroom  bright  and 
never  wax  it  again! 


PdlyGlass  your  car! 

New  miracle  Polymer  "Glass"Sealant  completely  protects 
yoiir  car's  exterior  finish  —  it  even  restores  original 
luster  to  used  models! 


Avculable  only  as  a  ser- 
vice by  new  car  dealers 
for  $100-$200.  Now  do  it 
yourself  in  less  than  an 
hour  for  only  $29.95. 

( 16  oz.  bottle,  enough  for  3  cars.) 

The  elements  vs.  your  once 
beautiful  car... You've  probably 
experienced  it.  Your  treasured, 
shiny  new  automobile  gradually 
fades  and  dulls.  The  once  brilliant 
finish  turns  chalky  and  washed 
out.  Even  hours  of  waxing  and 
buffing  can't  recapture  that  new 
car  look . . .  Until  this  new  chemical 
science  discovery... 
Never  wax  your  car  again . . .  Poly  - 
GloSeal*  is  not  anything  like  a 
simple  wax  or  polish.  It  is  actually 
a  miracle  polymer  glass  formula- 
tion serving  as  a  powerful  sealant 
and  a  beautiful  exterior  finish. 
When  applied  lightly  to  your  car's 
finish  and  chrome  its  exclusive 
Electromolecuhr  Action  literally  fuses  it  to 
the  surface,  locking  in  luster  and  a  brilliant 
shine,  almost  laminating  itself  to  your  car  for 
years... shutting  out  harmful  sun,  rain,  pollu- 
tion, salt,  detergents  and  other  elements  that 
normally  ruin  the  appearance  and  value  of 
your  car. 

Prevents  oxidation  from  starting  on  new 
cars... and  actually  removes  it  from  used 
models!  Poly -GloSeal*  is  literally  a  Glass 
Shield  that  becomes  part  of  your  car's  finish. 
Your  new  car's  paint  is  simply  not  allowed  to 
oxidize ...  for  3  Years!  Then  PolyGlass*  it  again 
for  years  more  of  protection.  Ii  your  car  is  not 
new,  Poly  GloSeal*  will  actually  remove  the 
oxidation,  add  gloss,  and  stop  further  oxidation 
for  1  year  before  you  need  to  apply  again.  It  is 
similar  to  covering  your  car  with  a  non- 
penetrable  coat  of  polyurethane. 
Enamel  spray  paint  can't  even  get  through 
the  clear  glass  shield... When  this  new 
professional  automotive  product  is  demon- 
strated to  car  dealers  the  "spray  paint  test"  is 
used.  Poly- GloSeal*  is  applied  to  a  car's  hood. 
After  it  dries  it  is  v/iped  off  and  a  can  of 
enamel  spray  paint  is  sprayed  directly  on  it, 
along  with  magic  marker  and  other  solvents. 
Then  the  observers  are  astonished  as  all  of 
these  are  wiped  off  the  hood  with  a  mere 
cloth.  Nothing,  not  even  dirt  and  dust  can 
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Poly-GloSeal*  makes 
standard  waxes  and 
polishes  obsolete! 


adhere  to  the  surface! 
No  rubbing,  labor  or  buffing 
equipment  needed...  Poly-Glo- 
Seal* goes  on  easily  and  quickly. 
You  wipe  it  on  with  a  cloth,  let  it 
dry,  and  then  wipe  it  off.  It  takes 
only  a  few  minutes  -  less  than  an 
hour.  The  main  ingredients  are 
Polyglass*,  another  substance 
similar  to  Teflon",  and  a  minimal 
amount  of  silicone  to  ease  in 
wiping  it  on.  (Also  highly  recom- 
mended for  boats  and  airplanes). 
Between  washes  you  need  only 
wipe  your  car  with  a  damp  cloth 
to  re-activate  its  brilliant  dirt  and 
dust- repelling  shine. 
The  incredible  Poly-GloSeal* 
"Brilliance  Guaremtee"...  If  after 
using  it,  you  are  not  pleased  for 
any  reason,  return  the  unused 
portion  within  2  weeks  of  receipt 
for  a  prompt  refund  of  the  entire 
purchase  price.  Further,  if  Poly- 
GloSeal*  does  not  protect  your 
new  car  for  3  years  or  your  used 
car  (90  days  old  or  more)  for  1  year,  write  and 
tell  us.  We'll  take  your  word  for  it,  and  return 
your  small  investment  on  a  pro-rated  basis. 
However,  due  to  the  extraordinary  quahty  of 
this  fully-tested  product,  we  are  confident 
that  this  would  not  be  likely.  (Note:  Poly- 
GloSeal*  is  100%  safe  to  use  —  it  can  also  be 
removed  with  mineral  spirits). 
CALL  TOLL-FREE  FOR  INSTANT  PRO- 
CESSING 1-800-235-6945.  Cahf  res.  call 
805-966-7187.  Or  send  coupon: 

Please  promptly  ship  the  following  order  for  Poly  GloSeal* 
If  not  100%  pleased  after  using  it  on  my  car,  I  can  return 
the  unused  portion  within  2  weeks  for  an  unquestioned, 
muck  refund  of  purchase  price  Check  One; 

□  Ship  1  16  oz  Bottle  (<i  S29  95  (plus  $2  shipping  and 
handling)  ea  Or: 

□  SAVE  $10  MORE'  Ship  2  Bottles  «i  $24  95  (plus  $2 
shipping  and  handtingi  ea. 

n  Check  or  Money  Order  enclosed  ICA  res  add  6% 
sales  tax) 

LI  Charge  my  credit  card  number  below, 

□  BankAmericard/Visa    D  Master  Charge 

n  American  Express  (interbank  No   1 

□  Diners  Club  (1  Carle  Blanche 


Credit  Card  No. 

Name   

Address   


.  Exp  Date 


City/Stale/Zip  

Sfofshino  Cfow|». 

924  Anacapa  St.,  Dept.  777,  Santa  Barbaia,  CA  93101 

Starshine,  Inc  1979 


Clark  said  thai  while  Roberts  wouli 
Daytona  and  the  first  500cc  Grand  I 
was  expected  that  he  would  be  rej 
race  again  in  time  for  the  Austrian  * 
Prix,  the  second  round  of  the 
Championship  series.  The  accidcr 
injuries  dealt  a  severe  blow  to  Rt 
plans  to  defend  his  500cc  World  Ch 
onship  title. 


WEINERT  WINS  OPENIN 
SUPERCROSS 


Jammin'  Jimmy  Weinert's  neck  brace 
keep  him  from  winning  at  the  Oaklar 
percross. 


Jammin'  Jimmy  Weinert  won  his 
fying  heat  and  the  final  event 
first  AMA  stadium  motocross  event 
1979  season,  held  in  Oakland.  Calil 
Weinert  led  the  final  from  start  to  lii 
spite  of  neck  injuries  suffered  wh 
crashed  hard  in  a  pre-race  tele\  isioi 
licity  film  session  the  day  before  thi 
Weinert  went  to  the  starting  gate  \\  t 
neck  brace,  but  that  fact  obviously 
hurt  his  performance  as  much  as  wo 
expected.  A  major  innovative  ad\; 
that  Weinert  held  over  the  competii 
the  sand  track  built  in  the  Oakland 
seum  was  his  selection  of  a  padd 


The  Jammer  literally  hosed  down  the 
petition  with  sand  flung  from  his  padd, 
The  super  roost  was  potent. 


RESULTS 


Jim  Weinert 
Bob  Hannah 
Steve  Wise 
Kent  Howerton 
Darrcll  Shultz 


Photos  by  Charlie  Moray,  Cycle  Ne 


PROFILE: 

Bemie  Sdireiber 

America's  Best  Trials  Rider  Heads  for  the  World  Championship 

by  Len  Weed 


,  tar  spangled  eagles  flew  high  in 
I  Europe  last  year.  Kenny  Roberts 
won  the  500  road  racing  World 
ipionship.  Brad  Lackey  finished  sec- 
1  the  500  motocross  chase  and  Scott 
y  was  third  at  the  World  Speedway 

d  Bemie  Schreiber  turned  in  the 
ver  trials  performance  by  an  Ameri- 
Snishing  third  in  World  Observed 
for  1978.  his  first  full  season  of 
etition.  Bernie's  four  wins  in  12  starts 
led  the  record  of  champion  Yrjo  Ves- 
n.  But  the  champ  was  edged  by  the 
>r-old  Schreiber  in  runnerup  finish- 
ree  to  two.  In  fact,  if  the  old  FIM 
1  of  scoring  the  best  half  of  the  total 
er  of  events  plus  one  had  been  used, 
e  would  have  won  the  World 
pionship. 

vn  by  35  points  (40  to  5)  after  three 
Schreiber  mounted  a  stretch  drive 
isted  three-quarters  of  the  season.  He 
bur  of  the  next  five  events.  For  the 
lis  performance  log  read:  9-8-15-1- 
-1-2-3-6-2.  Over  those  final  nine 
le  outscored  Vesterinen  by  23  points 
:ries  runnerup  Martin  Lampkin  by 

at  threw  a  spanner  in  the  works  at 
opening  rounds?  Ice  and  snow.  Ber- 
mply  didn't  get  on  with  the  un- 
ar  icy  rocks  of  Ireland  and  Wales. 
;  a  ninth  and  eighth.  In  Belgium, 
grief.  Mud  penetrated  the  air  box 
issaulted  his  engine's  innards.  He 
;d  out  of  the  points,  15th. 
;n.  the  turn-around— after  a  deliber- 
■ategy  reversal.  "I  think  I  was  burnt 
om  practicing.  I  had  been  out  every 
iracticing  and  pushing  in  mud.  So  I 
I  tip  from  Martin  Lampkin.  I  didn't 
ce  at  all  the  week  before  the  French 

nie  beat  runnerup  Lampkin  by  13 
1  in  France.  "After  I  didn't  ride  my 
or  the  whole  week  I  really  wanted  to 
m  the  day  of  the  trial.  I  was  really 
ed  up.  I  think  that's  what  did  it. 
so  pumped  up  to  ride  my  bike." 
It  win  in  France,  with  Bemie  just  a 
eeks  past  his  I9th  birthday,  made 
le  youngest  rider  ever  to  win  a  world 
3ne  year  before,  he  had  become  the 
merican  to  finish  in  the  top  10  in  a 
5ionship  trial  overseas, 
nie  won  again  a  week  later  in  Spain, 
aded  home  in  fifth  place.  24  points 
;  pace. 


In  May  Bernie  flew  to  Germany  for 
round  six.  He  took  second.  3.4  points 
behind  Martin  Lampkin.  Returning  home, 
he  won  the  U.  S.  World  Trial  at  Roaring 
Branch.  Penn.sylvania. 

Italy  in  July  gave  him  his  fourth  win  in 
five  starts.  This  moved  him  into  second  in 
points,  ahead  of  Vesterinen.  A  week  later 
in  Austria  he  flirted  with  a  fifth  win  be- 
fore bowing  to  Vesterinen  by  less  than  one 
point. 

A  third  in  Sweden  in  August  moved  him 
just  four  points  behind  leaders  Lampkin 
and  Vesterinen.  But  a  bout  with  bronchitis, 
which  was  to  linger  for  several  months, 
hindered  his  efi"orts  as  he  slipped  to  sixth  in 
Finland  the  following  week.  A  third  in 
Czechoslovakia  in  September  clinched 
third  place  for  the  year.  12  points  behind 
champion  Vesterinen. 

But  while  Bernie  was  bowling  over  the 


world  classers.  he  was  beset  with  problems 
in  the  national  championship  series.  The 
1978  American  Footing  Show  had  a  great 
script.  The  final  title  round  in  Alabama 
could  just  as  easily  been  held  in  South 
Dakota  with  Alfred  Hitchcock  directing 
the  trio  of  Schreiber.  Leavitt  and  Whaley 
off-camber  across  Lincoln's  forehead. 

After  his  two  wins  in  Europe  Bemie  was 
looking  forward  to  the  national  series  that 
opened  in  early  April.  That  was  before  he 
drove  a  steel  fence  post  through  his  leather 
boot  five  days  before  the  first  trial.  The 
wound  required  stitches.  Bernie  started  the 
first  national,  but  had  to  drop  out.  He  tried 
again  the  next  day.  The  effort  netted  him  a 
third  as  he  dropped  twice  as  many  points 
as  winner  Marland  Whaley. 

Bernie's  world  win  in  Pennsylvania  al.so 
counted  as  a  national  victory.  Then  the> 
(.  (iniintivil  on  /xii^c 
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KAWASAKI . . .  AND  NOW  SUZUKI! 

High  Quality  Accessories 
to  Improve  Your  Motorcycle! 


•  Luggage  Racks 

•  Back  Rests 

•  Dyno  Guards 

•  Exhaust  Systems 

(4  Into  1  and  4  Into  2  with 
All-N«w  Megaphone-Typo  Styling 
for  Maximum  Performance 
with  Minimum  Noise). 


All  Items  Available  Now  tor  . 
KZ400-650-750-900- 1 000 
GS400-S50-750-850-1000 


Box  408  Rural  Route  #2  •  Princeton,  Illinois  61356 


USED  PARTS 

HONDA 
Suzuki  BSA 
Yamaha  Norton 
Kawasaki  Triumph 

CYCLE  SALVAGE  INC. 
172  Frontage  Rd., 
West  Haven,  CT  06516 
CALL  (203)  993-1 609 


CYCLES  &  CARS 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Largest  Parts  and  Accessories 
Warehouse  In  the  Midwest 
Send  $1.50  for  Paris  &  Accessory  Catalog 

Refund  with  purchase  over  $10. 

CARR'S  HONDA 

6800  N.  Clark 
Chicago,  I L  60626  312-274-7777 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


JOIN  THE  LEADERS  IN  COLORFUL 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Save  moneyl  Top  quality 
motor  cycle  and  high  speed 
clothing  wHh  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  clearly 
marie  ed. 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 


To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  (Dept.  CW),  120/122  Great 
Portland  Street,  London.  W1A  2DL,  England. 
Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 .00.  | 

Name   

Address  


designed  for  sand  and  nothing  but 
Weinert'.s  Kawasaki  threw  gigantic 
ing  rooster-tails  as  he  blasted  aroui 
track  in  a  series  of  straight  lines,  fi 
final  challenge  from  red-eyed  Bob  H 
(who  suffered  from  sand  in  ihe  eyes) 
with  Hannah's  crash  when  only  20 
behind  Weinert.  Hannah,  who 
charged  up  through  the  pack  from  ;i 
starL  still  finished  .second. 

YAMAHA  YZRSOOs  AND  RX 
FOR  U.S. 

According  to  Yamaha  Motor  ( 
U.S.  racing  manager  Ken  Clar 
maha  will  import  20  TZ500  prodi 
versions  of  the  works  YZR500  four- 
der,  water-cooled  road  racer  used  by  ] 
Roberts  to  win  Ihe  World  C  hainpioi 
Clark  said  that  the  bikes,  which  will 
in  time  for  the  1980  season,  will  in 
the  rotary  exhaust  port  valve,  which 
port  size  to  increases  low  and  mid- 
response  without  harming  top-end  [ 
Yamaha  will  al.so  bring  a  limited  nu 
of  RX125  water-cooled  single-cvi 
two-stroke  road  racers  into  the  co 
E.xperimental  versions  of  the  Yamah; 
have  dominated  races  entered  in  Ma 
and  other  parts  of  Asia,  and  are  said 
significantly  faster  than  the  MT125i 
cooled  Hondas  which  rule  U.S. 
events.  Both  the  500  and  the  125  w 
expensive,  according  to  Clark,  whi 
gue.ss  would  put  their  cost  at  more 
S  10.000  for  the  500  and  more  than 
for  the  125. 

FOUR-VALVE  SUZUKI  GSl 

According  to  sources  in  Great  Bi 
the  Suzuki  factory  will  build  a 
ber  of  16- valve  GS 1000  cylinder  hca 
1980  Formula  One  homologation, 
mula  One  racing  is  similar  in  conct 
AMA  Superbike  Production,  althoug 
fairings  and  more  extensive  modific; 
are  allowed.  The  four-valves-per-c\  I 
heads  will  be  built  late  in  1979.  sa\ 
contact.  Whether  or  not  the  head- 
reach  the  U.S.  is  unknown,  but  cou 
seeing  them  if  the  AMA  allows  1 
four-stroked  to  compete  with  TZ75 
the  1980  Winston  Pro  Series  road  ra 
coniinueil  on  po 
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Illustration  by  P.M.  M< 


WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP 

SEE  IT.  FEEL  IT.  SMELL  IT!  THE  BEL-RAY  USGP  OF  MOTOCROSS 
AMERICA'S  MOST  EXCITING  DIRT  RACE 


Once  and  only  once.  The  world's  finest  motocross 
racers  battle  against  America's  best.  And  you 
won't  need  binoculars  to  follow  the  action!  Be 
there,  up  against  the  fence,  feeling  the  ground 
shake  to  1500  horsepower  of  the  30  most 
powerful  dirt  bikes  in  the  world. 

Remember  miss  it  and  you'll  have  to  wait  a  whole 
year  for  the  next  one.  The  Bel-Ray  USGP  is  the 
only  race  of  the  year  that  will  bring  all  the  World 
Championship  stars  to  the  USA. 


Heikki  Mikkola 
Roger  DeCoster 
Cerrit  Wolsink 
Brad  Lackey 
Graham  Noyce 
Herbert  Schmitz 


Rnland 
Belgium 
Holland 
USA 

England 
Germany 


Yamaha 

Suzuki 

Suzuki 

Kawasaki 

Honda 

Maico 


Thirty  of  the  world's  best  racers.  Twelve 
Europeans  versus  America's  best.  And  no  less  than 
nine  factory  teams. 

See  the  SUZUKI  slalom  on  Saturday  before 
practice,  just  like  a  ski  race  on  identical  Suzuki 
Machines.  On  Sunday  see  Art  Scholl.  the  best 
acrobatic  pilot  in  the  world  throw  his  crazy 
plane  around  the  sky.  SIX  great  hours  of 
entertainment. 

SEE  IT- FEEL  IT- SMELL  IT  Bel-Ray  USGP  Of 
Motocross,  June  10,  Carlsbad,  California. 


■RAY 
).P.oi 


Msmss 


Vacation? 


Check  blocks  for  free  information. 

□  CAMPING  □  SAN  DIEGO 

□  DISNEYLAND  □  IVIEXICO 

□  SEA  WORLD  □  HOTELS 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY  


-STATE 


-ZIP. 


Mall  Coupon  to  Carlsbad  Chamber  of  Commerce 
P.Q  Box  597 
Carlsbad,  CA  92008 


Advance 
Tickets 

Use  this  coupon  to 
order  your  tickets 
by  mail.  (Advance 
tickets  also 
available  at  all 
Ticketron  outlets.) 

Camping: 


ENCLOSED  $ . 

NAME   

ADDRESS  _ 
CITY  


.  (money  order  or  certified  check) 


STATE 


ZIP 


Advance  Prices 

Adult 
Children 


Sunday 

$1000 
$  6.00 


Weekend 


$12.00  including  Sat.  Practice 
All  parking  Free 


Mail  Coupon  to  Grand  Prix  Motocross  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  2820.  Mission  VIejO,  CA  92690 

As  usual  there  will  De  no  general  camping  at  the  track  Dut 
there  will  be  a  very  limited  number  of  motorhomes  allowed  to 
park  at  the  circuit  overnight  This  is  limited  to  motorhomes 
only  and  must  be  applied  for  in  advance  Obtain  information 
from  Grand  Prix  iviotocross  inc  laddress  abovei 


The  superbfke  evolution 
turns  to  revolution. 

New  Honda  CB750K. 


)ody  knows  when  the  super- 
ra  began . . .  and  whose  name 
n  the  ground-breaking 
le  that  started  it  all. 
I,  big  things  have  just  hap- 
again,  and  the  nameplate's 
e  same.  The  1979  Honda 
)K  is  an  original  new  motor- 
hat's  breaking  fresh  ground 
750  class. 

racing  heritage. 

1  has  drawn  upon  its 


immensely  successful  road-racing 
program  to  design  the  new 
CB750K  engine.  The  larger  DOHC 
power  plant  carries  four  valves 
per  cylinder,  directly  inspired  by 
Honda's  race-winning  RGBs;  this 
freer-breathing  design  contributes 
to  the  greatly  improved  power- 
band.  Displacement  is  up  to  749  cc. 
There's  a  new  Pointless  Inductive 
ignition  system  for  fewer  parts, 
hotter  sparks.  Fuel  metering  is  im- 
proved via  four  30  mm  constant- 
velocity  carburetors  equipped 
with  an  accelerator  pump. 

Comfort  more  than  seat-deep. 

Designing  a  civilized,  responsive 
bike  involves  far  more  than  just 
the  power  plant.  A  deeper  look  at 
the  CB750K  reveals  genius  above 
and  beyond  mere  specs. 

The  engine's  surrounded  \ 
by  a  redesigned  double 
cradle  frame  that  re 
duces  seat  height. 
The  special  suspen- 
sion includes  low- 
friction  front  forks 
and  Honda's 
own  FVQ 
two-stage 
rear  shocks 
with  five 


New  DOHC  16-vaive  cylinder  head. 

spring  pre-load  settings.  Rider 
comfort  is  also  a  prime  con- 
sideration in  the  new  stepped, 
deeply  padded  seat. 

Classic  in  detail. 

This  is  unquestionably  a  finely 
built  machine. 

The  finish  is  Honda  quality. . . 
and  that  says  it  all.  From  rich  new 
paint  to  the  CB750K's 
'>\  unmistakable  signa- 
ture,  the  gleaming, 
four-into-four,  chromed 
exhaust  system. 


The  handsome  new  instrument 
panel  includes  a  quick  push- 
button reset  tripmeter  There's  a 
pair  of  new  Honda-designed  low- 
vibration  mirrors.  Even  taillights 
and  turn  signals  are  new  for  1979. 

The  new  Honda  CB750K.  And  we 
do  mean  new.  It's  a  case  of  classic 
design  outdoing  itself.  And  remember, 
always  ride  with  safety  on  your  mind. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  Model  availability  may  be  limited.  For 
free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
Dept.  CW59K,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247. 
See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  dealer  ©  1979  AHM. 

HONDA, 

GOtMGSmONCi 


GENUINE 

BMW  PARTS 

bU To  Ull  DEALER  LIST 

Price  List  upon  request. 
Parts  shipped  anywhere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328  Champlain  Si,  N.W. 
WMiington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


HOW  MUCH  GET  UP 
AND  GO 
GETS 
YOU 


The  lour -stroke 
specUllsts  a 
POWROLL 
think  you 
shouki 
have  no 
less  than 
you  want. 
It's  there, 
It's 

yours.  We  eitcourage 
Canadian  direct 


S«nd  for  our 
new  Perform- 
«nce  Fact  Book 
and  CaUlogup 
S3  postpaid. 
Individual 
Mod«l 
Infonn- 
atlon: 
12)  Discover 
*     the  exact 
compoi>ents 
for  hlgfte«t 
pefformance  of 
your  ertglne. 

POWROU. 
PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS.  INC. 

P.O  B<i«  I206CW5 
Shevlln  Pdrl>  K»dd  - 
Bend.  OH  97701 
503  382.6395 


HUNIM  •  YAMAHA  •  KAWASAKI  •  VO^l  IKI  "HJ^  I 

wpnii  m 


Learn  Motorcycle  Repair 

★  TRAIN  AT  HOME  TO  BE  A 

Motorcycle  Mechanic 


if  you  like  to  ride  n  ryrle 
for  fun . . .  lemrn  how  to  fix 
It  for  profit!  Can  you  imagine 
a  better  way  to  earn  your 
living,  whether  you  choose 
to  work  in  a  cycle  shop  for 
someone  else  or  decide  to 
start  your  own  cycle  repair 
business?  Now,  thanks  to 
North  American,  there's  a 
fast,  easy  way  to  get  training 
at  home  in  your  spare  time. 
No  need  to  quit  school  or  your 
job.  Experts  show  you  step-bv-step 
everything  from  minor  tune-ups 
to  major  overhauls. 

CKLIS  ARE  BIG  BUSINESS 
...ANDSOISEIXINGTHEM! 

There  are  more  than  5  million  cycles  regii- 
lered  In  the  U.S.  loday.  Plus  an  esltmaled 
million  mora  dirt  bikes.  And  they  all  need 
maintenance.  Oppcrlunitiea  vary  in  different 
areas,  and  we  cannot  promise  you  a  Job. 
Thai's  why  we  urge  you  to  check  out  ttie  \ob 
opportunities  in  your  area. 

INCLUDED  TO  START  YOU  FAST!  SKCIll 
CYCLE  TOOLS  I  TEST  INSTRUMENTS 

Professional  tools  plus  your  North  American 
"know  how"  help  you  become  a  skilled 
mechanic.  We  teach  you  how  to  use 
wrenches,  sockets,  impact  screwdrivers, 
timing  lights,  electrical  test  instruments, 
compression  gauges,  vacuum  gauges, 
degree  wheels,  soldering  irons,  ignition 
wrench  sets,  dial  indicators  and  much, 
much  more!  We  even  include  a  set  of  spe- 
cial cycle  tools  and  instruments  to  get  you 
started  fast!  Fmd  out  all  about  it  now.  Send 
for  FREE  CAREER  INFORMATION.  No  cost, 
no  obligation  . . .  now  or  ever!  Rush  coupon 
today. 

—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —     —  —  —  —  —  »^ 

CarMTi  bf  Hofii*  Stvdr  f 

NORTH  «MERIC«N  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR  ■ 

4500  Campus  Drive.  Dtpt.  EB04*  Newport  Beach.  CA  92663  I 

Ruth  tre*  color  brochure  and  full  Informallon  on  how  I  can  ' 
laarn  molorcycia  ropalr.  I 

NAME  ME   ! 


conlinued  from  pa^e  I '^4 


HENNEN  RIDES  AGAIN 


Continually  making  progress  in  his  epic  bat- 
tle to  fully  recover  front  his  Isle  of  Man 
injuries,  Hennen  was  obviously  moved  by  a 
lengthy  standing  ovation  at  an  AFM  awards 
banquet. 


Pat  Hennen  continues  to  make  spec- 
tacular progress  in  his  recovery  from 
the  Isle  of  Man  crash  that  left  him  in  a 
coma  for  1 1  weeks.  Recently  Hennen  rode 
a  motorcycle  for  the  first  time  since  the 
June.  1978  accident  which  occurred  just 
after  Hennen  had  set  a  new  Isle  of  Man 
500cc  Senior  lap  record.  "I  couldn't  believe 
it."  said  Hennen  after  his  first  solo  on  a 
Honda  XL250.  "That  was  really  good.  It 
was  really  important  to  me.  I  think  that 
before  long  I'll  ride  down  to  the  hospital 
and  sav  'Take  a  look  at  this,  doctor.'  " 


Pat  Hennen  set  a  new  SOOcc  Senior  lap 
record  at  the  1978  Isle  of  Man  before  a  crash 
left  him  in  a  coma  for  1 1  weeks. 


Earlier,  Hennen  received  a  lengthy 
standing  ovation  at  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Motorcyclists  (AFM)  awards  ban- 
quet in  Berkeley,  California.  An 
introduction  of  Hennen  by  AFM  officials 
brought  over  300  racers  and  friends  to  their 
feet  in  a  resounding  burst  of  applause. 
Hennen  began  his  road  racing  career  with 
the  AFM,  an  amateur  club. 

Hennen  was  the  first  American  to  win  a 
SOOcc  World  Championship  Grand  Prix, 
riding  a  Suzuki  to  victory  in  1977.  Until  his 
1978  Isle  of  Man  crash,  Hennen  was  the 
lop  contender  for  the  SOOcc  Champion- 


quality  motorcycle  products 


STOP  by  your  nearest  dealer  ai 
our  complete  line  of  accessories 
sprockets  to  footpegs,  LOOK  and  e 
them  closely.  For  years  we  at  ( 
INDUSTRIES  have  maintained  . 
standard  of  quality  in  all  we  manu1 
Each  product  is  tested  under  rigii 
ifications,  assuring  it's  the  best  av 
Now  we  skin  package  them  show 
actly  what  you're  getting,  and 
clearly  for  easy  identification.  S 
time  you're  buying  motorcycle  acce 
—  seek  out  our  new  bright  blue  an. 
CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  packages. 
LOOK  and  BUY  the  BEST! 

Our  new '  79  catalog  with  specs'  anc 
on  our  sprockets  and  many  other  p 
is  now  available  for  $1.  Send  f« 
copy  today! 

.CIRCLE 

INDUSTRI 


17901  ARENTH  AVE./DEPT.  CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  CA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 
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COMPLETE  $219.95 


ing  Bracket 

erglass 
hield 
ng  Lights 
Ignals 
t  Covers 
ch 


•  Pocket  Liner 

•  Lighter 

•  Black,  Wliile.  Silver 

•  Polyurelhane  Paint 

•  Decals 

•  9  pin  Wiring 
Harness 


il.  Sanie  windshields  as  below  lor  Lee's 
Starr,  same  price 


IPLACEMENT  WINDSHIELDS 
DR  WINDJAMMER  FAIRINGS' 

I  Size  24.95 

i  Size  w/Snap  Vents  29.95 

II  Size  2"  27.95 

II  Size  w/Snap  Vents  34.95 

vers  29.95 

'ind  &  Rain  Guards  13.95 


maslet  criarge 


SuikAmericmit 
( 5882,  TUCSON,  ARIZONA  85703 
ITE  OR  CALL  (602)  294-5875 


fhe  Be/I... 
Qde  Better 

R  nEUJ  I0OK 


J8.R  has  two  and  four  stroke  systems  and 
replacement  mufflers  for  most  Honda, 
Kawasaki,  Suzuki  and  Yamaha  motorcycles 


3t  Mercury  Ln. 
12621 
5500 


Send  $2.00  for 
catalog  and  decal. 


ship,  according  to  Kenny  Roberts,  who 
went  on  to  win  the  title  after  Hennen's 
wreck. 

ARMY  JOINS  KIDD 


General  William  L.  Mundie,  Com- 
mander of  the  U.S.  Army  Recruiting 
Command  has  announced  that  National 
No.  72  Mike  Kidd  will  be  fully  sponsored 
by  the  U.S.  Army  for  the  1979  AMA/ 
Winston  Pro  Series  season.  The  sponsor- 
ship deal  marks  the  first  time  a  rider  on  the 
AMA  circuit  has  been  sponsored  by  any 
organization  not  directly  affiliated  with 
motorsports.  There's  no  missing  Kidd  at 
the  races,  since  he's  plastered  with  ARMY 
on  his  helmet,  both  legs,  both  arms,  chest, 
back  and  both  sides  of  his  bikes.  We  can 
hardly  wait  until  the  Navy,  Marines,  Air 
Force,  Coast  Guard  et  al  see  the  light  and 
field  their  own  riders.  One  last  thing: 
There  is  no  truth  to  the  rumor  that  Kidd 
will  be  forced  to  enlist  if  he  doesn't  win  the 
Winston  Pro  Championship. 

RC  ENGINEERING  DRAG 
CONTINGENCIES 

A contingency  program  for  the  entire 
International  Drag  Bike  Association 
(IDBA)  1979  drag  racing  season  has  been 
announced  by  RC  Engineering.  Top  Fuel 
and  Super  Eliminator  winners  and  run- 
ners up  at  IDBA  races  will  earn  $250  and 
$100.  respectively,  if  they  use  RC  piston 
kits  and  display  an  RC  decal  on  both  sides 
of  their  bik-^.  Pro  Stock  and  Pro  Comp 
competitors  using  an  RC  exhaust  system 
continued  on  page  202 


CYCLE  WORLD 
1979  TEST  ANNUAL 
&BUYER'SGUIDE 


The  Cycle  World  1979  Test  An- 
nual and  Buyer's  Guide  brings 
you  complete  specifications  and 
photos  of  96  new  motorcycles, 
and  tests  of  the  best  for  dirt  and 
street. 

You'll  find  tests  for  the  most  cur- 
rent motorcycles — both  street 
and  dirt  bikes — with  some  impor- 
tant results.  The  SUZUKI  GS 
1000,  the  HONDA  CBX,  and  the 
BMW  R65  are  just  a  few  of  the 
1978  and  1979  models  which 
meet  Cycle  World's  tough  stan- 
dards! 

In  the  32-page  buyer's  guide  sec- 
tion, you'll  find  the  pros  and  cons 
of  investing  in  such  models  as 
the  Kawasaki  KZ  1300,  the  Ya- 
maha XS  1100,  and  the  Harley- 
Davidson  FLH  80.  Cycle  World's 
complete  specifications  include 
analysis  of  price,  weight,  engine 
size  and  wheel  base. 

On  sale  wherever 
you  buy  Cycle  World 


MY  NEWSSTAND  IS  SOLD  OUT! 

Please  send  me  copies  of  the 

Cycle  World  Buyer's  Guide  at  $3.00 
each.  (Includes  500  postage  and 
handling).  Please  make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  Cycle  World 
Buyer's  Guide/CBS  Publications/ 
1515  Broadway/ N.Y.,  N.Y.  10036. 
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SUMMAR} 


OFF-ROAD 


Suspension 

Curb  Weifht 

Weif  ht  bias. 

Claimed 

Travel 

(w/niit'tanh 

Front/Rear, 

Mine  m  MOIICI 

ntin 

notScpowvi 

rioni/iiviif  in. 

ilWI^,  ID. 

percent 

Bultaco  Alpina  350 

8-78 

21.6 

6.7/6.6 

239 

44/55 

Bultaco  Pursang  370 

8-77 

41.37 

9.0/9.5 

232 

45.5/54.5 

Can-Am  Qualifier  173 

7-7« 

na 

8.7/6.8 

247 

43.5/56.5 

Can- Am  250  MX-4 

3-78 

37.3 

9.8/9.8 

231 

45/55 

Honda  C  R250R 

6-78 

na 

1 1.5/1 1.4 

224 

46.5/53.5 

Honda  XRI85 

4-79 

18 

7.9/6.5 

234 

44/56 

Husqvarna  390CR 

3-77 

est.  41 

9.5/10.0 

233 

46.9/53.1 

Husqvarna  OR390 

1-79 

na 

11.8/11.1 

245 

44/56 

Kawasaki  KXI25 

7-78 

26.9 

9.0/8.5 

191 

44/56 

Kawasaki  KX250-A4 

6-78 

40 

9.0/9.3 

220 

44/56 

KTM  250  MC-5 

11-78 

34 

10.5/9.0 

237 

46.5/53.3 

Maico  40flWR 

11-77 

43 

9.0/9.0 

256 

47/53 

Maico  Magnum  450 

4-78 

48 

10.0/10.0 

238 

47/53 

Monlesa  Cappra  360 

1 1-78 

na 

10.0/10.7 

243 

46.5/53.3 

Ossa  SP250 

8-77 

na 

6.9/5.0 

230 

45/55 

Sachs  Hea-ules  GS250 

1-78 

32 

8.5/5.1 

266 

44/56 

Suzuki  PR  175 

9-78 

na 

8.9/9.0 

228 

46.5/53.5 

Suzuki  DR370 

8-78 

na 

7.3/5.8 

270 

42.5/57.5 

Suzuki  RM250-C2 

6-78 

na 

9.8/10 

234 

45.5/54.5 

Suzuki  RM400N 

2-79 

na 

11.2/11.8 

236 

46.6/53.4 

SWM  250GS 

4-79 

35.6 

10.0/10.0 

239 

45.7/54.3 

Yamaha  IT175D 

7-77 

na 

7.7/7.3 

236 

46/54 

Yamaha  IT250F 

2-79 

na 

9.1/8.1 

258 

44/56 

Yamaha  YZ250E 

6-78 

na 

9.9/9.6 

228 

46.5/53.5 

Transtni 
numb* 
spee 

5 
5 
6 
5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
S 
6 
5 
5 
4 
5 
7 
6 
5 
5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
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STREET 


T«P 

Braklnt 

Quarter- 

Speed 

Distance 

Curl)  Weifht 

Fuel 

Mile, 

after 

from 

(w/halftank 

ConsutnptH 

Make  I  Model 

sec 

Kmi. 

60mph,  ft 

fuel),  lb. 

mpf 

BMW  R65 

12-78 

14.31 

104 

123 

455 

45.6 

BMW  R80/7 

1-78 

13.72 

107 

125 

486 

41.6 

BMW  RIOOS 

6-78 

13.03 

112 

126 

487 

39.3 

Ducati  Darmah  900 

5-78 

12.98 

111 

134 

500 

41.7 

Harlev- Davidson  Sportster 

1-77 

14.22 

113 

1.% 

508 

50.0 

Honda  rB650 

2-79 

13.29 

110 

140 

474 

48.5 

Honda  CB750K 

1-79 

12.69 

122 

145 

546 

42.5 

Honda  CBX 

1-79 

11.36 

132 

120 

580 

39.2 

Honda  rX500 

5-78 

13.96 

104 

138 

467 

52.7 

Honda  Gl.lOOO 

10-78 

13.52 

111 

136 

641 

42.0 

Honda  XL  185 

4-79 

17.81 

69 

165 

249 

75.0 

Honda  XI.250S 

8-78 

16.56 

80 

149 

278 

60.0 

Kawasaki  KZ400 

1-79 

15.60 

91 

139 

386 

62.5 

Kawasaki  KZ650SR 

8-78 

13.40 

105 

136 

501 

45.9 

Kawasaki  KZ750 

9-78 

14.12 

104 

132 

506 

52.5 

K;iwasaki  KZ10(K) 

5-78 

12.10 

123 

135 

554 

42.7 

Kawasaki  KZ1300 

4-79 

11.93 

139 

146 

695 

42.3 

Laverda  Zeia  500 

7-78 

14.05 

97 

123 

397 

38.9 

Laverda  Joia  1200 

9-78 

12.14 

124 

132 

527 

37.4 

Suzuki  GS550C 

4-78 

13.86 

104 

119 

466 

42.6 

Suzuki  CiS750EN 

4-79 

12.72 

119 

141 

547 

45.2 

Suzuki  GSIOOO 

3-78 

1 1 .83 

123 

136 

536 

41.7 

Suzuki  SP370 

9-78 

15.59 

84 

137 

287 

52.1 

Triumph  Bonneville  750 

4-78 

13.86 

103 

126 

425 

42.0 

Yamaha  RD400E 

3-78 

14.12 

99 

122 

375 

44.0 

Yamaha  SR500 

1-78 

15.22 

90 

131 

383 

53.5 

Yamaha  XS750E 

7-78 

12.93 

114 

129 

549 

49.5 

Yamaha  XSIIOOSF 

2-79 

12.02 

129 

146 

584 

40.0 

Yamaha  XT500 

9-78 

15.19 

89 

137 

319 

51.0 

Is  the  test  you're  interested  in  missing  from  your  library?  Back  issues  are  available  from  Cycle  World  Reader  Se 
Dept..  1  Fawcett  Place.  Greenwich.  CT.  06830.  Back  issues  are  $1  50  each,  plus  50C  per  order  for  postage 
handling. 
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iterial 


1 1  mm  pui'c  I'K^ 

ng  weekend  he  won  two  more  na- 
-but  one  didn't  count.  He  was  dis- 
;d  for  being  one  minute  late.  Elec- 
roblems  had  delayed  him  so  much 

Hampshire  that  he  was  forced  to 
:ore  card  between  his  teeth  the  fi- 
tion  of  the  first  loop  and  all  of  the 
op  without  stopping  to  walk  the 
i.  As  the  series  took  a  two-month 
he  standings  after  six  of  the  nine 

read:  Whaley  59.  Leavitt  58. 
48.  Schreiber  40. 

rther  compound  the  situation.  Fin- 
jnflicted  with  the  seventh  U.  S. 
n  Arizona.  Lane  Leavitt  was  in  a 
1  to  clinch  the  championship  with  a 
\rizona.  but  Marland  Whaley  won. 

up  a  three-way  sectioneer  show- 
le  following  weekend, 
ie  had  to  win  both  trials  to  take  the 
tie.  His  bike  quit  on  him  in  Texas. 

lent  him  the  low  voltage  coil  he 

to  continue.  Bernie  won.  The  elec- 
roblem  was  eventually  traced  back 
Tiad  dash  in  New  Hampshire  two 

earlier.  During  hasty  field  fettling 
/heel  had  not  been  tightened  se- 
It  eventually  fell  off.  This  knocked 
f  true  enough  to  cause  shorting  in 

voltage  coil. 

days  and  800  miles  later— the  final 
ne  in  Alabama.  Whoever  won  the 
n  the  championship.  Bernie's  bike 
iin.  He  had  to  borrow  another  bike 
his  dead  machine  back  to  the  pits, 
jred  another  low  voltage  coil  and 
e  trial.  The  national  series  had 
3een  Schreiberized. 
ie  finished  the  year  with  four  wins 
bird,  just  five  finishes  for  the  best- 
es  series.  He  edged  Leavitt.  who 
ee  wins,  by  a  single  championship 

Tipions  usually  begin  displaying 
ilents  at  an  early  age.  Schreiber 
liis  balancing  and  battering  act  at 
I  aboard  a  Kawasaki  90.  then 
d  to  a  Bultaco  Lobito  converted  for 
\c  climbed  aboard  his  first  Bultaco 
T  at  age  13  and  became  the  fourth 
Expert  in  Southern  California, 
is  1972.  A  year  later  he  was  number 
aster.  That  effort  won  him  an  El 
e  Espana  funded  trip  to  Spain  to 
I  world  trial. 

lime  home  knowing  what  he  had  to 
'  for.  His  practice  sessions  became 
nore  demanding-outright  hairy  to 
ho  watched  them.  Bernie  captured 
Tiber  one  rating  in  Southern  Cal- 
in  1974.  That  wasn't  such  an  easy 
feat.  His  competition  included  the 
'wonderkid"  of  American  trials, 
d  Whaley.  Bernie  again  won  the 
itie  in  1975  as  Whaley  took  the  first 
hree  American  championships, 
e  spring  of  1976  the  pair  visited  the 
1  Six  Days  Trial  as  viewers,  too 
or  FIM  licenses.  It  was  there  Bernie 
/e  the  British  press  a  hint  of  things 
Bultaco  team  rider  Charles  Cou- 


"Watching  him  ride  leaves  many  ques- 
tioning his  concept  of  danger. " 

tard.  retiring  with  an  injury,  encouraged 
Bernie  to  borrow  his  bike.  He  dropped  just 
two  dabs  in  eight  sections.  That  matched 
the  efforts  of  the  trial  winner.  Martin 
Lampkin.  Returning  to  Scotland  in  1977. 
Bernie  won  the  Top  Newcomer  Award, 
finishing  1 1th. 

The  FIM  age  requirement  forced  Bernie 
to  miss  the  first  two  rounds  of  the  1977 
championship  season.  His  lirst  ride  came 
in  Belgium.  He  finished  fifth  in  a  mud- 
slogging  high-scoring  melee.  He  then  fol- 
lowed with  a  third  in  Spain,  a  fifth  in 
France  that  saw  him  leading  after  the  first 
loop,  and  a  second  in  Germany. 

The  European  press  was  astounded  that 
any  teenager  could  debut  in  such  a  man- 
ner, especially  one  from  a  nation  noted  for 
its  low  interest  in  trials.  Bernie  continued 
to  score  consistently  for  the  remainder  of 
the  .series  and  finished  seventh  for  the  year. 

Back  home,  taking  his  first  full  attack  on 
the  American  championship  series,  he 
finished  runnerup  to  Marland  Whaley. 
who  swept  through  the  year  winning  all 
eight  starts. 

Bernie's  riding  style  has  changed  some 
since  his  exposure  to  European  competi- 
tion. Practice  .sessions  at  champion  Ves- 
terinen's  home  have  influenced  a  swing 
away  from  the  "Lampkinesque"  frontal 
assaults  that  initially  caused  the  English 
iress  to  tag  him  Barging  Bernie.  He  has 


From  "Barging  Bernie"  to  stunt  man— with 
astounding  first-year  results. 


now  adopted  the  wide-legged  stance 
favored  by  Vesterinen  and  discarded  the 
toe-riding  technique  that  he  and  Whaley 
and  other  SoCal  Experts  have  used  for 
years. 

But  his  stvle  is  still  distinctively  his  own. 
Vesterinen  is  referred  to  as  the  technician 
with  ice  water  blood.  Lampkin  is  the  legs- 
in-full-speed-ahead  charger.  The  English 
call  Bernie  the  circus  rider  and  stunt  man, 
impressed  by  his  unicycling  and  his  bra- 
vado with  the  throttle.  His  antics  include 
leaping  from  rock  to  rock,  holding  a  line 
along  a  railroad  track  or  riding  over  warm 
bodies  bv  unloading  the  suspension. 

There  are  several  still-to-be-tackled  rid- 
ing stunts  on  the  .Schreiber  list-of-thing.s- 
to-do.  Cars  have  been  ridden  over  before— 
but  no  one  has  tried  it  yet  with  the  auto 
moving.  Another  proposed  stunt  is  going 
oH' the  roof  of  a  building,  landing  on  the 
roof  of  a  van  and  then  riding  down  to  the 
pavement. 

1  hose  w  ho  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
watch  Schreiber  practice  arc  continually 
astounded  by  his  comments  that  he  would 
never  do  anything  dangerous  on  a  motor- 
cycle and  that  anything  under  20  miles  per 
hour  isn't  dangerous.  Watching  him  ride 
straight  off  a  seven-foot  ledge  or  blast  up  a 
12-foot  vertical  wall  leaves  many  question- 
ing his  concept  of  danger. 

Each  of  America's  three  trials  cham- 
pions to  date  has  a  distinct  personality. 
Leavitt.  the  first  champion,  is  the  "elder 
statesman."  a  trials-is-fun  enthusiast. 
Whaley.  with  his  surfer  blondness  and 
machine-like  precision,  is  .sometimes  terse, 
often  humorous  off  a  bike,  always  in- 
tensely dedicated  to  \\  inning.  And  Schrei- 
ber. youngest  of  the  trio,  is  playfully 
audacious,  totally  confident  of  his  abilities. 
He  feels  the  best  trial  is  the  toughest  trial. 
For  Bernie.  cleanliness  is  happiness,  and  a 
warm  puppy  glee  still  characterizes  his 
foot-less  outings  after  10  years  on  the  pegs. 

Life  off  the  pegs  centers  around  the 
foothills  town  of  La  Crescenta.  His  father 
is  a  precision  machinist,  his  mother  a 
teacher.  Bernie  once  convinced  a  foreign 
pressman  that  he  aspired  to  becoming  a 
district  attorney  in  Los  Angeles  someday. 
Right  now  his  only  vocational  interests  are 
with  motorcycling.  He  is  a  professional  in  a 
basically  amateur  sport  that  enables  few  to 
earn  a  star  athlete's  income,  if  he  wins  the 
World  Championship  this  year  he  may 
come  close  to  the  take-home  pay  of  a 
factory  employed  motocrosser  who  gets 
average  results  in  national  racing.  Still,  he 
remains  dedicated  to  the  less-dollars  sport. 

When  Bernie  first  tackled  world  action 
in  1977  he  was  quoted  as  saying  he'd  either 
win  the  World  Championship  by  the  age  of 
22  or  he'd  never  do  it.  He's  now  20.  Those 
who  know  trials  expect  him  to  make  it.  One 
former  World  Champion  has  already 
called  him  the  best  trials  rider  he  has  ever 
seen.  If  Barging  Bernie  maintains  last 
year's  momentum,  this  could  be  the  year 
that  the  world,  not  just  the  nation,  gets 
Schreiberized.  S 
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FOR  PAVEMENT  AND  DIRT 


The  MJirteK  440  is  a  compact,  reliable, 
.  ftlgh  performance  solid  slate  electronic 
ignition  which  operates  with  a  unique  opti- 
cal trigger.  Designed  especially  for  the 
Honda  350,  400,  500,  550  A  750  fours, 
and  Kawasaki  KZ  650  (440),  Kawasaki 
BOO  A  1000  fours  (440KI  and  the  Suzuki 
750  a  10O0  fours  (440S),  the  Martek  440 
delivers  totally  accurate  firing  power 
through  an  unequalled  infrared  light  emit- 
ting diode  system  —  the  most  modern  sys- 
tem on  the  market  today!  Timing  problems 
and  points  are  completely  eliminated:  in 
fact,  the  440  fits  entirely  behind  the  points 
cover.  Install  it  on  your  new  bike  or  on  your 
present  machine.  Your  motorcycle  means 
a  lot  to  you;  now  get  the  full  power,  quick 
starts  and  high  performance  you've  always 
wanted.  Tliraa  year  factory  guarantee. 
($98.95) 


Ypu've.  put  ^  lot  Of  money  into  your  bike, 
now  get  the  best  out  of  if  with  a  computer- 
ized high  performance  electronic  ignition. 
The  Martek  1000  solid  state  electronic 
ignitions  for  the  Honda  Gold  Wing  (1000) 
1970  &  up,  Harley-Davidsons  (1000H-D), 
BMW's  (1000BMW)  and  the  Yamaha  650 
twin  (1000YT),  RO350  &  RO400  (1000Y) 
will  give  your  road  bike  that  high  perform- 
ance you've  wanted  for  so  long.  You  will 
get  more  spark  energy  for  quicker  starts, 
longer  plug  life,  reduced  maintenance 
costs,  fewer  tune-up  hassles  and  in- 
creased dependability!  Using  the  perform- 
ance-proven "Hall  Effect"  magnetic  sensor 
for  firing,  the  Martek  1000  completely 
eliminates  points  and  timing  is  extraordi- 
narily precise  —  delivering  full  punch  from 
every  fuel  charge.  Go  for  it!  Ttiree  year 
factory  guarantee.  (1000H-D.  1000  Bf^W, 
1000Y,  1000YT  — $109.95;  1000 -$98.95). 


mototik 
GO-SSd/GD-SOO 

Designed  to  meet  the  unique  ignition 
needs  of  today's  large  displacement 
four-stroke  singles,  the  Mototek 
CD-350  or  CD-500  will  deliver  the  posi- 
tive power  your  thumper  requires.  High 
energy  Mototeks  deliver  last  starts,  cou- 
pled with  better  operating  performance  — 
and  points  are  completely  eliminated! 
Mototeks  are  unaffected  by  engine  heat, 
dirt  or  moisture,  so  you  can  keep  your 
mind  on  your  riding  and  not  on  your  igni- 
tion system.  This  reliability  is  provided  by 
the  proven  "Hall  Effect"  sensor  Precision 
timing  gives  full  ignition  power  over  the 
entire  timing  range.  Both  units  operate 
independent  of  the  battery.  Get  total  per- 
formance and  maximum  reliability  from 
your  motorcycle  — get  a  Mototek  CDI. 
One  year  factory  guarantee.  ($89.95). 


Products,  Inc. 


mototfk 

These  are  two  top  performers  for  2-  and 
4-stroke  singles  with  flywheel/magneto 
ignitions.  (Choice  depends  on  coil  sys- 
tem.) Both  operate  completely  indepen- 
dent of  the  battery  and  give  strong, 
maximum  response  on  every  ride.  Each 
completely  eliminates  points  so  tune-ups 
will  be  fewer  and  cheaper  for  you.  You  get 
higher  performance  in  quicker  starts  and 
more  consistent  power  through  accurate 
firing  control.  A  high  energy  MOTOTEK 
CDI  ensures  that  you  will  get  maximum 
power  and  maximum  voltage  at  the  proper 
instant— and  the  full  fuel  charge  is  used 
every  time.  Also  available:  CDI  REPLACE- 
MENT RACING  IGNITIONS.  These  Moto 
tek  GDIs  replace  the  stock  coll  and  "black 
box  "  to  give  more  spark  advance  and 
higher  RPM  power  than  factory  GDIs  One 
year  factory  guarantee. 
(GD-15  $59.95;  GD-31  $69.95). 


*  Other  models  available.  Send  50c  for  our  1979  catalog  and  decal. 
3609  W.  MacArthur  Blvd.,  Santa  Ana,  CA  92704 
714/751-7901 


continued  from  page  199 

and  displaying  RC  decals  will  ear 
for  a  win  and  $100  for  second  plac 
another  $50  going  to  each  semi-fina 
loser.  In  Modified  Eliminator,  racer 
an  RC  exhaust  system  will  win  $15 
win.  $75  for  second  with  $50  going 
semi-final  round  loser.  Street  Elin 
winners  will  receive  a  $100  gift  cer 
and  an  RC  team  jacket  if  RC  dec 
displayed  on  each  side  of  their  bike 
eligible  for  the  contingency  pri 
riders  must  sign  an  advertismg 
form  prior  to  the  start  of  eliniinat 
each  race,  or  have  a  release  on  file 
Engineering  headquarters.  More  in 
tion  is  available  from  RC  fngin 
16216  S.  Main  St..  Gardena,  Cali 
(213)  327-6858, 


PIERCE,  COOLEY  AND  E\ 
SIGN  WITH  SUZUKI 


David  Emde,  signed  by  Suzuki  tt 
Yoshimura  Superbikes. 

on  Pierce,  Wes  Cooley  and 
Emde  have  signed  contracts  wit 
Suzuki  Motors  Corp.  to  race  Yoshi 
prepared  Suzukis  during  the  1979  s 
Cooley  and  Pierce  will  ride  a  1 


t 


Ron  Pierce,  contracted  by  Suzuki  to  r 
hour  endurance  races  on  a  Yoshimurt 
1079CC  GS1000. 
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Photos  by  Jot 


lura-engined.  BMC-framed  en- 
;  bike  built  by  Yoshimura  R&D  in 
d'Or  and  LeMans  24-hour  races  in 

and  ihe  Su/uka  8-hour  in  Japan. 

and  Pierce  will  also  compete  on 
ura  Suzuki  Superbike  Production 
n  all  AMA  Nationals.  Emde's  con- 
vers  AMA  Nationals  only.  Accord- 
ources  inside  Suzuki,  the  company 
ng  forward  to  filling  the  winner's 
first,  second  and  third  place)  at 
Superbike  Production  events. 


lO/ey,  under  contract  with  Suzuki  to 
ith  Ron  Pierce  on  a  Yoshimura  en- 
3  machine. 


EW  KAWASAKI  750  AFTER 
ALL? 

able  .sources  report  that  Kawasaki  is 
porting  the  much-rumored-and- 
rotar\  -valve.  750cc  Four  road  racer 
11.  According  to  well-placed  Jap- 
ources.  the  bike  could  be  debuted 
e  Baldwin  at  Daytona.  although  the 
couldn't  be  verified  at  press  time. 
:ent  elimination  of  AMA  homolo- 
rules  (which  required  that  manu- 
rs  make  at  least  25  units  of  a  given 
available  to  the  public  before  that 
design  was  approved  for  compcti- 
is  paved  the  wav  for  a  few  "one-off" 
'actory  engines.  S 


King  of  the  bunch.  Suckin'  hot  air  into 
a  cool  collector  and  firin'  thru  a 
power  quiet  muffler. 
Great  for  a  strokes 
four!  Send  2  bucks 
now  for  catalog. 
The  dealers 
got  'em 
too. 

MEGAPHONE 


^anJuiE 

%m  HEADER  COMPANY 

7142  Belgrave, 
Garden  Grove 
Ca.  92641 
(714)  893-7594 


Give 

till 
it 

helps. 


+ 


The  American  \ 
Red  Cross. 
The  Good 
Neighbor. 


LEARN  IT  ALL  .  .  .  TMI  mOTESSIONAL  WAVI 


TURN 
PRO! 


I. earn  it  all  —  the  Professional  way. 
with  N  il  Industry  Training  Sy>tenis. 
NT!  is  a  professional  vocational  in 
stitution  dedicated  to  building  super 
talent  in  motorcycle  mechanics 
and  related  fields. 


Approved  (or  Volvrant 

Call:  (301)  277-2286 

An  Accredited  Institution 


RMnMALTBMKALIIISTiTITE 

4810  Calvert  Road:  College  Park  Maryland 


NAMC 

AnnK«« 

STATl 

71» 

AGC  .... 

QMAMIED 

□  SINMC  Qli 

MAVCTtMN 

3y  P  M.  McKenna 
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What  made  Jerry  Borton 
stop  pickin'  last  night  at  the 
Lone  Star  Cafe? 

The650SR. 


[broken  G-string  had  nothing  to  do  with 
rnd  Will  Johnson's  wife  was  innocent,  too. 
^be.)  The  sheriff  knew, 
it's  just  that  a  guitar  man  is  a  ramblin'  man. 
^d  the  Kawasaki  650SR  is  a  ramblin' 
"s  motorcycle. 

tf  you've  got  eyes  in  your  head,  you  can 
what  we  mean.  It's  a  little  dirty.  Kind  of 
down.  Sheep's  eye,  as  they  say. 
Custom  mag  wheels  get  you  started  from 
oottom  up.  There's  a  little  more  rake  on  the 
i  end.  Sort  of  like  a  respectable  chopper, 
t  rear  wheel  is  fat  and  sassy.  Gets  the  power 
n  on  the  pavement.  Hard. 


Then  there's  the  engine.  Four  cylinders  in 
a  DOHC  configuration.  They  say  it  with  a  smile 
at  the  Rock  Store.  And  they  mean  it. 

This  year  we've  stepped  things  up  with 
an  automatic  cam  chain  tensionen  So  you  don't 
have  to  turn  a  wrench.  The  new  accelerator 
pump  dumps  any  hesitation  when  you  wick 
on  the  throttle.  And  there  are  a  few  more  hidden 
persuaders  to  keep  Kawasaki  and  you  out  front 
of  the  juke  box  crowd. 

We  aren't  going  to  talk  anymore  about  thg 
l(X)ks.  That's  for  you.  Like  Willie  Joe  says, 
you  talk  about  it,  it  ain't. 

Just  keep  pickin'  and  giinnin! 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you^ 


We  welcome  your  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think  are  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  voi 
of  mail  received,  we  cannot  return  any  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  keep  the 
brief  as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "Service,"  CYCLE  WORLD,  J 499  Monrovia  Ave.,  Newport  Beach.  Calif.  92663. 


STICKING  SLIDES 

The  twin  Mikuni  carbs  on  my  Suzuki 
350  Twin  are  driving  me  to  my  wit's  end.  If 
I  bolt  them  on  tight  enough,  that  is,  to 
where  they  won't  leak,  then  the  slides  stick 
in  the  bores.  If  I  loosen  them  until  the 
slides  slide,  they  leak  and  the  machine  is 
hard  to  start,  runs  rough,  and  idles  fast. 
Out  of  desperation,  1  will  take  them  off 
and.  using  a  piece  of  ground  plate  glass 
with  fine  emery,  attain  a  reasonably  flat 
flange  again.  This  will  last  for  a  while  and 
then  they  will  blow  again.  I  hate  to  think  of 
a  machine  with  four  of  this  sad  hookup. 
Anyway,  I  haven't  been  able  to  find  a 
lasting  cure  for  these  miserable  carbs. 

John  D.  Jenkins 
Port  Orford,  Ore. 
This  sounds  like  a  perfect  place  for  sil- 
icone seal,  the  rubbery  kind  of  .sealant  which 
can  form  a  gasket  that  should  solve  your 
problem.  When  you  use  it,  form  an  even 
bead  around  the  outside  edge  of  the  mating 
flange,  keeping  the  silicone  away  from  the 
inside  of  the  port.  Use  the  silicone  in  addi- 


tion to  a  fresh  rubber  O-ring.  Unless  you  are 
taking  special  measures  to  hold  the  carbs 
perpendicular  to  the  plate  of  glass  you  're 
using,  there's  a  good  chance  vour  home- 
brew milling  machine  isn  V  really  grinding  a 
flat  surface  on  the  curb  or  head flange.  Most 
of  the  Suzuki  Twins  used  a  fiber  insulating 
block  between  the  carbs  and  the  cylinder. 
Fresh  insulating  blocks  will  ensure  that  the 
surfaces  are  fiat.  There's  also  a  possibility 
that  the  intake  leak  is  coming  between  the 
insulating  block  and  the  cylinder,  so  make 
sure  you  u.se  a  sealer  between  those  surfaces, 
plus  a  new  gasket  between  the  surfaces. 

FOULED  SPARK  PLUGS 

I  am  having  a  problem  with  fouled  plugs 
on  my  Yamaha  ATI.  My  dealer  suggested 
a  hotter  plug  but  the  problem  still  exists. 
Please  help. 

Gary  Russell  Weaver 
Unncansvilie.  Pa. 
Several  things  can  cause  plug  fouling. 
Since  you  didn't  say  what  was  fouling  the 


electrode,  we  'II  try  and  cover  the  mait 
lem  areas.  (  We  assume  you  are  usin^ 
stroke  oil  and  not  four-stroke  engii 
The  first  thing  you  need  to  check  isy 
cleaner  Make  sure  it  is  clean  and 
Also  inspect  for  holes  and  tears,  an 
closely  at  any  glued  seams.  Glued  set 
foam  cleaners  sometimes  come  apart 
oline  has  been  used  to  clean  the  el 
Next  inspect  the  intake  hoses  on  bot 
of  the  carburetor  for  tears  and  ho 
metal  particles  are  fouling  the  plug,  t 
the  cylinder  head  and  barrel  and  cht 
piston  damage.  If  the  piston  is  da 
have  your  dealer  check  the  CDJ  u, 
proper  advance.  If  the  oil  injecter  is  i 
the  machine,  check  for  proper  adjust 


Comparing  Cost 


It's  easy  to  compare  list  prices  and  per- 
formance when  you're  in  the  market  for 
a  touring  motorcycle,  but  differences  in 
the  prices  of  parts  needed  for  normal 
maintenance  or  to  repair  crash  damage 
aren't  as  easily  considered.  Parts  prices 
alone  aren't  as  important  as  other  consid- 


erations, but  may  serve  useful  when  a 
prospective  owner  is  having  a  difficult  time 
deciding  between  two  or  more  machines. 

We've  assembled  a  comparison  chart  of 
parts  prices  in  two  categories— mainte- 
nance and  crash  repair— for  seven  large 
motorcycles  suitable  for  touring  use  and 


available  in  late  1979. 

There  are  several  things  difficult  to 
on  a  chart.  For  example,  the  Hi 
Davidson  FLH  has  two  gas  tanks, 
cost  $110.45  each  with  primer  onl) 
Honda  GLIOOO's  gas  tank  isn't  vulni 
to  crash  damage,  because  it's  locate 


Maintenance  parts 

BMW  R 100/7 

Harley-DavidBon  FLH 

Honda  GL 

Oil  filter 

3.95 

2.95 

1.89 

Air  filter 

6.95 

n.a. 

12.30 

Clutch  cabia 

8.35 

21.20 

6.10 

Points 

6.25 

n.a. 

7.20 

(2  se 

Condenser 

6.40 

n.a. 

7.00 

(2) 

Front  brake  pods  /  shoes 

34.00 

13.50 

46.40 

Rear  brake  pods/  shoes 

40.32 

13.50 

23.20 

Valve  shims 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a 

Throttle  cable(s),  complete 

14.00 

12.05 

18.80 

Top  end  gasket  set 

14.96 

6.05 

30.00 

Repair  parts 

Turn  signal,  complete 

31.50 

19.05 

22.05 

Gas  tank 

280.00 

110.45  (each) 

n.a. 

Clutch  lever 

18.45 

10.45 

3.40 

Front  fender 

86.00 

57.35 

50.10 

Seat 

190.00 

224.50 

93.60 

Headlight,  complete 

134.40 

45.80 

38.80 

MORE  SUSPENSION 

i  more  suspension  on  my  125  Puch 
The  Betor  forks  only  have  6.5  in. 
I.  The  rear  is  worse,  with  Girling 
"urnishing  3.9  in.  of  wheel  travel, 
lie  and  engine  are  fine  .so  I  would 
jpdate  the  suspension.  Who  can 

Kenneth  Russel 
Troy.  Mich. 
lo  A/  Baker  R<& D.  They  have  some 
t  suspension  fixes  available.  The 
is  A I  Baker  R&D,  I358H  Central, 
illev.  Calif.  92307. 

NG  HONDA 

I  a  1973  Honda  CB350  Four  with 
nilcs.  Ii".s  in  good  condition  except 
problems.  One.  the  head  leaks  oil. 
ways  leaked  and  it's  getting  worse, 
r  engine  .sometimes  loses  rpm  and 
bile  it's  sitting  at  idle.  Are  the.se 
1  problems  with  my  bike?  What 
one  to  rectify  it?  And  is  it  worth  it 

Frank  Yezzo  Jr. 

Flu.shing.  N.Y. 
iks  from  the  cylinders  of  the  Honda 
r  were  common.  In  most  instances 
lem  wasn '/  a  leakin}^  head  }^asket. 
in^  heads.  Where  the  studs  came 
ho.s.ses  in  the  head,  the  head  can 
I  liny  crack  w  hich  allows  oil  to  .seep 


out.  w  eeping  through  the  head  flasket  and 
out  from  between  the  head  and  cylinders.  Or 
the  oil  can  leak  out  from  around  the  cylinder 
base  gasket.  You'll  have  to  pull  the  head, 
clean  it  carefully,  and  check  the  bos.ses 
around  the  studs  fur  liny  cracks.  This  isn't 
the  same  problem  experienced  on  the 
CB400  Four  which  had  a  cylinder  porosity 
problem  on  some  models.  As  to  the  idle 
problem,  chances  are  you  store  your  motor- 
cycle in  the  winter  and  the  gas  sitting  in  the 
curbs  can  partially  plug  up  your  idle  Jets. 
Pulling  the  curbs  off  and  running  the  pieces 
through  curb  cleaner  should  solve  the  prob- 
lem. As  to  your  last  question,  if  you  like  the 
motorcycle,  it's  worth Ji.xing. 


SEEING  EYE  MOTORCYCLES 

Having  been  here  and  there.  I  have  seen 
several  Canadian  bikers  with  either  fairing 
or  handlebar  mounted  radar  detectors 
such  as  the  ever-popular  Fuzz-Buster. 
What  are  the  po.ssibilities  of  installing  such 
a  unit  on  my  Honda  CB750K.  and  do 
many  state  boys  object  to  them? 

Rick  Menard 
Newport.  Vt. 

//  is  possible  to  mount  a  radar  detector  on 
a  Honda  CB750K.  We.  too.  have  seen  radar 
detectors  on  motorcycles.  They  do  work. 
Many  police  agencies  using  radar  don 't  like 
radar  detectors  and  at  least  one  state,  Vir- 
ginia, has  tried  to  outlaw  radar  detectors. 
According  to  the  Federal  Communications 
Act  of  1934,  all  citizens  are  entitled  to  have 
any  radio  receiver,  including  a  radar  detec- 
tor. The  Act  also  says  no  agency  can  confis- 
cate any  radio  receiver,  which  includes  radar 
detectors,  although  there  are  reports  of  Vir- 
ginia patrolmen  confiscating  radar  detec- 
tors. In  most  states,  however,  a  radar 
detector  won't  cause  you  any  problem.  Be- 
cause your  motorcycle  presents  a  small  area 
to  the  radar-equipped  policeman,  the  range 
of  police  radar  is  not  as  great  for  spotting 
motorcycles  as  it  is  for  spotting  cars  or 
trucks.  This  means  a  radar  detector  can 
provide  the  motorcyclist  with  an  even 
greater  margin  than  a  car  driver  would  have. 


m 
I 


n  It's  Time  To  Fix  a  Motorcycle,  the  Costs  Aren't  All  the  Some 


h  the  seat  and  well  protected  by  the 
But  its  mock  tank  could  be 
d  in  a  crash.  That  pseudo  tank 
in  three  sections— two  sides  and 
at  S6I.80  per  side  and  S35.93  for 
er  portion. 

iarley-Davidson  front  fender,  like 


aki  KZ1000 


the  gas  tanks,  comes  with  primer  coat  as 
priced.  And  in  addition  to  the  headlight 
assembly,  the  Harley-Davidson  has  a  two- 
piece  cowling  that  fits  around  the  head- 
light, at  $27.65  per  piece. 

Some  of  the  bikes  listed  have  dual  front 
disc  brakes  and  thus  require  four  pads— for 


a  higher  total  price-than  bikes  with  single 
discs  or  drum  brakes.  But  it  should  be 
remembered  that  dual  discs  are  likely  to 
require  pads  less  frequently  than  single 
disc  brakes. 

Read  and  be  amazed.  BB 


( 2  sets) 
(2) 


(each) 


MotoGuzti  10O0GS 

Suzuki  GS1000 

Yama 

7.90 

2.16 

4.40 

3.80 

10.78 

12.74 

19.60 

7.10 

4.52 

13.80 

5.70  (2  sets) 

n.a. 

8.80 

6.22  (2) 

n.o. 

15.60 

25.70  ( 1  disc) 

52.90 

15.60 

25.70 

26.92 

n.o. 

2.83  (each) 

2.08 

15.80 

18.50 

5.98 

16.30 

34.20 

32.05 

19.80 

15.40 

14.58 

135.00 

133.00 

143.16 

9.20 

4.44 

5.12 

29.80 

39.96 

37.52 

69.00 

70.30 

74.58 

70.00 

27.72 

46.54 

SCOTT'S  FIFTY  NINE 
tough  new  goggle 

carries 
scratch  resistant 
high  impact 

LEXANlens. 


Danny  LaPorte  KentHowerton 

Join  Bob  Hannah,  Marty  Smith,  Danny  LaPorte,  Kent  Howerton  and  other 
winners  using  this  high  performance  goggle 
from  SCOTT  USA.  You  can  spot  Fifty 
Nine's  because  they  come  in  bright 
Yellow  or  Red. 


See  your  accessory  dealer  and 
buy  The  Winning  System;  SCOTT 
Goggles,  Face  Guards,  tear  off 
lenses  and  replacement  lenses. 


The  Winning  System. 


^^^^  ^^^^  Z7 

EO.  Box  1418  •  Sun  Valley  Idaho  83353 
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Simpson  Model  70 


1  face.  Fiberglass  construction, 
le  in  678.  7,  7!4,  7%,  7%,  VA,  V/»,  VU 
s.  $76.95  in  silver  or  black.  Passes 
»75. 


Simpson  Model  60 


'ace.  Fiberglass  construction.  Avail- 

6%.  7.  7'/8.  7'/4.  7%,  Th,       VA  hat 

)9.3 1  in  silver  or  black.  Passes  Snell 

> 


Please  let  us  know  at  least  8  weeks  before  changing  your 
address. 


Name  

New  Address 
City  


State- 


Zip- 


Please  affix  an  old  mailing  label  and  mail  coupon  to: 


If  you  have  any  questions  about 
your  subscription  attach 

LABEL 


To  subscribe,  check  one:    □  $i  1.98  for  1  year      □  $18.98)  for  2  years 

□  $23.98)  for  3  years  (add  $2.50  in  Canada 
and  $5.00  elsewhere  outside  U.S.) 

Send  to: 


RIDERS-A  BIKE  WORTH  OWNING 
IS  A  BIKE  WORTH  PROTECTING! 


Iin^«uni75 


Available  in 
Two  Popular  Sizes- 

both  with  Burglar 
Alarm  Style  Key  and 
Easy  Coil  Feature 
for  Carrying. 


SECURITY  CABLE 

LOCKSoffer  the 
protection  you  must 
have . . .  and  are  long 
enough  to  allow 
securement  of  several 
motorcycles  together  or 
to  an  immovable  object. 
Maxim  75-1  (Big  Bikes) 

•  %"  Tempered  Cable 

•  %  "  Black  Vinyl  Coating 

•  7  feet  long-7y2  lbs. 
$39.95 

Maxim  75-11 

(Small  Bikes  and  Mopeds) 

•  V2 "  Tempered  Cable 

•  Vb  "  Black  Vinyl  Coating 

•  6  feet  long-3%  lbs. 
$32.95 

Order  Now!  Tomorrow  May  Be  Too  Late! 


Maxim  Lock  Company 


4314  N.  Western  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois  60618 
Phone:  312/539-0626 
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HOW  COULD  ANYONE  POSSIBLY 
WANT  MORE  HORSEPOWER? 

The  new  super  bikes  produce  more  horsepower  than  most 
riders  will  ever  be  able  to  use.  But  for  those  who  are  ready  for 
the  challenge.  Hooker  has  sophisticated  exhaust  systems 
that  deliver  even  more  usable  horsepower. 

Look  at  the  facts.  A  Hooker  exhaust  system  can  make  your 
super  bike  quicker,  faster,  and  lighter. 

And  Hooker  has  an  exhaust 
system  specifically 
designed  for  your  bike. 

Send  us  $1.25  and  we'll 
send  you  a  bunch  of  infor- 
mation including  our  all  new 
16-page  motorcycle 
catalog.  Or  just  ask  your 
dealer  for  Hooker  exhaust 
systems.  It's  the  one  sure 
way  to  get  the  best. 


Stuska  Dyno  ResulU  —  July  10,  1978  Hookei'* 
California  Facility  •  Engineer,  Rosa  Thompson 

</4  Mile  ResulU  —  August  27,  1978  Rider,  Dave 
Spangler,  205  pounds.  President  Hooker  industries 
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Simpson  Model  50 


HOOKER  HAT  &  MUQI  MOW,  Oia>ER  DIRECT! 

You're  right  I've  looked  everywhere  and  couldn't  find  the  original  Hooker  Hat  or  Mug 
(Both  are  competition  yeltcmr  with  the  world 
famous  "I  Love  My  Hooker  Headers"  red  kjgo.) 

So.  quk*.  please  send  me:   Hooker  Hat  (Adjustable  Siie)  at  56  25  each 

 Hooker  Mug  (16  01)  al '3.95  each  TOTAL*  

Name  

Adtdress  _  

City  


State 


Master  Charge  Card  *_ 
Expire  Date  


BankAmeticard  Card  * 


Full  face  molocross  helmet  lo  acc 
date  goggles.  Fiberglass  constr 
Available  in  678.  7.  T'/s,  TA,  7h.  Th, 
hat  sizes.  $99.3 1  in  black  or  vellow 
Snell  1975. 


Suzuki  Mark  VII 


-  Signature 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to  Hooker.  P.O.  Box  4090.  1032  W.  Brooks  St..  Ontario.  CaM.  91761.  Sorry,  no  C.O.D 
Frei^^induded.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax.  Offer  valid  for  continental  USA  only.  Void  where  prohibited. 


Open  face.  Fiberglass  constr 
Available  in  small,  medium,  larg 
large.  S59.75  in  yellow.  Passes  Sne 


jterial 


mmm 


CYCLE  WORLD 
79  TEST ANNUAL 
BUYER'SGUIDE 


Cycle  World  1979  Test  An- 
and  Buyer's  Guide  brings 
complete  specifications  and 
)s  of  96  new  motorcycles, 
ests  of  the  best  for  dirt  and 
t. 

I  find  tests  for  the  most  cur- 
motorcycles — both  street 

Jirt  bikes — with  some  impor- 

results.  The  SUZUKI  GS 
the  HONDA  CBX,  and  the 

'  R65  are  just  a  few  of  the 
and  1979  models  which 
Cycle  World's  tough  stan- 

5! 

;  32-page  buyer's  guide  sec- 
you'll  find  the  pros  and  cons 
vesting  in  such  models  as 
(awasaki  KZ  1300,  the  Ya- 
i  XS  1100,  and  the  Harley- 
json  FLH  80.  Cycle  World's 
)lete  specifications  include 
'Sis  of  price,  weight,  engine 
and  wheel  base. 

On  sale  wherever 
you  buy  Cycle  World 


'  NEWSSTAND  IS  SOLD  OUT! 
e  send  me  copies  of  the 

World  Buyer's  Guide  at  $3.00 
(Includes   500   postage  and 
ing).   Please  make  check  or 
/  order  payable  to  Cycle  World 

s  Guide/CBS  Publications/ 
Broadway/ N.Y.,  N.Y.  10036. 


ESS. 


-ZIP. 


Yamaha  SZ 


Open  face.  Fiberglass  construction. 
Available  in  small,  medium.  large,  extra 
large.  $55.50  in  white,  black,  red,  silver, 
yellow,  blue.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


Yamaha  FZ 


Full  face.  Fiberglass  construction.  Avail- 
able in  small,  medium,  large,  extra  large. 
$77.95  in  white,  black,  red.  silver, yellow  or 
blue.  Passes  Snell  1975. 


BOOTS 


Specially  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider; 
crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  for  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLD  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  htight;  roomy  square  toe 

•  Harness  strap  with  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  leather  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  Scuff- resistant  leather  toe  cap 

•  Special  reinforced  steel  shank 
under  arch 

•  Oeep  cleated  VIBRAM«  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand- 
stained  bro«vn  cowhide  with  black 
toe  cap 

Sizes  6  thru  14;  widths  B,  D.  E,  EE 


S79.50  per  pair  plus 
S3.00  postage  and 
handling 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE.  INC. 

Dept.  C-81  P.O.  Box  468   Brockton,  Mass.  02403 


I  enclose  S 

Or,  charge  my   □  BankAnnericard  □  Master  Charge 


TTTT 


Bank  No. 
(M/C) 

Name  

Address  


Exp. 
Date 


n 


C'liy,  StHte,  Zip  . 


I 
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SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


MOTORCYCLf  MECHANIC 

AMQ    'THE  CALIFORNIA  SCHOOL  OF 
MIVIO    THE  PROFESSIONALS" 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS,  INC. 


GO  WITH  THE  WINNERS! 

If  you're  serious  about  becoming  a  top-notch 
motorcycle  mechanic  you'll  want  the  best  possible 
training  available.  You  can't  afford  second  best 
and  neither  can  we.  If  you  think  you  have  what  it 
takes  to  become  a  ftxa^MUiuuil . . . 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-423-4678 

Calif.  Residents  Call  Collect  (213)  944-0123 


OR   MA  I L   COU  PON  ■ 


□  RESIDENCE  SCHOOL    □  HOME  STUDY 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS 
10025  Shoemaker  Ave.  •  Santa  Fe  Spgs,  Ca  90670 


NAME  

ADDRESS . 


.PHONE 


.AGE_ 


Street 


City  State 


Zip 


CYCLE  TRAILERS 


»i8n. 


freight 


3-Cycle  Trailer 
Third  Rail  Optional 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  -  800  -  558-0446" 
TIMBERLINE  TRAILERS 
B864  Eastwood  Trail,  West  Bend,  Wl  53095 


<db 


HORSEPOWER  TO  WIN 


Honda,  Sportster,  Kawasaki,  etc. 

No  one  makes  a  taster  cam. 

RAVESI  RACING  CAMS 

Wyman  Rd.,  Blllerica,  MA  01821 
Tel:  617/663-3733  —  50^  for  catalog. 


U.S.  CYCLE  TIRE 


SEND     FOR  CYCLE  TIRE  GUIDE  AND  CATALOG 

WITH  FACTS  ON 

•MOUNTING  •BALANCING        The  Most  Complete 
•RATINGS     •TIRE  CARE         Selection  of  Dirt,  Street 
•DESIGN  &  CONSTRUCTION       and  Racing  Tires  in  U  S. 
•ACTUAL  MEASURED  SIZES 


Box  659  W 


Pontlac,  Mi.  48056 


313/134-2070 


BSA  Parts 

Kawasaki  Parts 

SHIPPED  SAME  DAY 
NORFOLK  Box  81,  Rte  lA 

MOTORCYCLES    Norfolk,  MA  02056 

Call  (617)  384-7555 


rOUONGBTrBAMK 

Fine  fork  tulies,  springs,  cables, 
braces,  hoses,  kickstands.  Any 
length,  includlr>g  stock  and  under. 
Precision  machined  from  ultra- 
sonically  tested  steel.  Easy  to 
install,  complete  kits. 
312-869-6792. 
FRANK  M7Pitner, 

Evanston,  IL  60202 

»aaMaoooMHBH»oott«HeHeHgHOH>oooo« 
390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5.00 
•  ACCESSORIES  • 
•  PARTS  •  MANUALS  • 

jr-—— 7_  MOTORCYCLE  SUPPLY 
TRIANQLE  6016  W.  Diversey  Ava. 
\/  Chicago,  III.  60639 


a  24  Hr.  Tel.  Ser.  CALL  (312)  237-1117 

eHCHeH»aafiHOH»««oa«o««oooa««a«CHa 


Accessory  House  85 

Advanced  Cycle  Products  29 

Allyn's  Honda /Kawasaki   212 

Amco    36 

American  Honda     7,  74-75,  102-103.  124-125.  196-197 

American  Honda/Honda  line  146-147 

American  M/C  Inst.   165-167 

American  M/C  Mechanics  School   16 

American  M/C  School  211 

Andrews  Products   184 

Arctic  Enterprises/Wet  Bike  27 

Bell  Helmets  13 

Bel-Ray   12 

Bent  Bike  212 

Big  4  Distributors  121 

BMW  Motorcycles  4 

Bridgestone  Tires  15 

Brown's  Plating  Service  191 

Capital  Cycle  196 

Carl  s  Honda   212 

Carr  s  Honda  194 

Castre   28 

Castrol  30 

Cat  House  24 

Champion  Sparkplugs  140-141 

Circle  Industries  198 

Continental  Motosport  212 

Crawford  House   21 1 

Cycle  City   212 

Cycle  Salvage  194 

Dairyland  Insurance  19 

Oatsun   .14 

Dick's  Cycle  West  191 

Drag  Specialties  94-95 

Dunlop  Tires   20-21 

Electro  Helmets   144 

Equalean  Sidecars  24 

Frank   212 

Arthur  Fulmar  81 

Gerex   29 

Goodrich,  B.  F.  (regional)   195 

Goodyear   114-115 

Grand  Prix  Motocross  (regional)   195 

Gunk  Labs  Inc  26 

Harley-Davidson  66-67,  76. 116-117 

Haynes  Pubiicatlona  174 

Honda  of  Mineola  187 

Hooi<er  Headers  210 

J  4  R  Exhaust   199 

Jardine  Headers  203 

Kal  Guard    23 

Kawasaki  98-99.  128-129,  130-131.  204-205 

Lancer  Leathers  211 

Langlilz  Leathers   212 

Lee's  Rider  &  Cycle  Access  199 

D.  Lewis  Ltd  194 

Lockhart  Industries  104 

Marlboro  Cover  2-1 

Martek  202 

Maxim  Lock  209 

Michelin  Tires  49 

Midland  IntI  17 

National  Hydron   18 

National  Tech.  Inst.  203 

NGK  Sparkplugs  22 

Nippondenso   151,  153,  161, 163,  169,  171 

Norfolk  M/Cs   212 

North  American  School   198 

Pacifico   Cover  3 

Paser  lnst./Carl>stix  21 1 

Phantom  Rider   6 

Powroll  Performance   198 

Racers  Supply  212 

Ravesi  Racirig  Cams  212 

RC  Engineering   25 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Camel  Fitters   56-60 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Real   Cover  4 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Winston  70 

Road  Rider   212 

Ross-Seeley  Racing  212 

Scott  USA   208 

Sears  M/C  Battery  16 

Simoniz   149,  184 

Stamford  Kawasaki  191 

Star  Brite  9 

Starshine  192 

STP  122, 123 

TImberline  Trailers   203 

Triangle  Supply  212 

Turtle  Wax   41 

U.  S.  Cycle  Tire   212 

U.  S  Suzuki   10-11.  56-57.  86-87.  105-112. 

138-139,  142-143.154-155,  176-177 

Vespa   119 

Vetter  Fairings   23,  32. 153,  163. 171 

Bill  Wirges  Inc  194 

WISCO   69 

Yamaha   42-43,  82-83,  134-135,  158-159, 

172-173.  179-183 


Road  Rider  maga: 

for  tke  tourinq  motorcijclist 

$15  for  12  issues,  or  $1.50 
for  sample  copy  to:  RR, 
P.O.  Box  678,  Dept.  W, 
South  Laguna,  CA  92677 


^^ST  TOLL-FRffTJ 

_y  800-423-5662 ' 
f  ° 


HONM  1  WHSHU  nm  •  VISA  •  MUia 
CHMtE  UCEPTID  •  MKRS  FILIID  IN  14  IW 

Allyn's  Honda/Kawasaki  |^  ^JlSSi 


Parts.  Mail  Order  Service  Worldw 


1010  Sunrise  Highway 

Amilyviile.  NY  11701  PVinl  C  f*IX 
Call  516-842-5771       U  I  ULU  Ul  I 


THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  CLOT 

IN  THE  WORLD  The  f, nest  cust 
made  leathers  f 
pleasure  or  spo 
Factory  direct 
Catalog  availab 
Sand  )1.0a  far  NEW  C 
(Refund  an  fWit  o 

2443  S.E.DIVISION,PORTlAND,ORE. 


BENT  BIKE 
MOTORCYCLE  SALVA< 
Now  Wrecking  2000  Cycl 
Send  $1.00  for  Catalog  1 
Bent  Bike  Motorcycle  Salvai 
21808 Hwy. 99  Edmonds, WAS 


ROSSSEELEY  RAONG  C 

Road  racing  and  cafe  racing  equipment  f 
discerning  rider  desiring  the  best  available 
sets,  clip  ons.  fairings,  Seeley  frame  k 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  catal 
Norton         Ducati         Sccley  C 
Read-Titan       John  Tickle  Triur 
Mont  Vernon  St.,  Milford,  N.  H.  Oc 
1-603-673-6334 


CARL'S  HONDA 

Dir.  ol  Carfl  MoWrercO  S*lM  I 
  Ow  50  V«fS  ol  Strrlet 

ir--j=55i5»^  24  HOUR  COMPUTERIZ 
■^■^       PARTS  AND  ACCESSORIES  SE 

CATALOGS  AVAIUKBLE  FOR  ANY  HONO. 

TOLL  FREE 

800-221-7508 


ROAD  RACERS  —  CAFE  Ril 
R0350/400,  Honda,  Kaw,  Suz  ft 

Road  Race/Cafe  fairings,  seats,  tanks,  pi 
RR  boots  &  gloves.  Spec 
hardware,  racing  b 
many  othver  hard  to  ' 

New  1979  Cat! 

Racers  Suppl)r, 
6959  Van  Nuys  Blvd.,  VN,  < 


-mm 

900  S.S.—  SCO  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINKNTAL  MOTOSPORI 

893  King  St.  W  (cw5  — Sherbrooke, 

Canada  819-562-0233  —  Catalog  $ 
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nplete  listing  of  performance  prod- 
most  Yamaha.  Honda.  Kawasaki 
'uki  four-strokes  is  available  from 
.  one  of  the  first  high  performance 
L)kc  specialists.  $3  will  buy  the  1979 
lancc  Fact  Book.  From  Powroll, 
.X  1206.  CW-5.  Bend.  Or.  97701. 
!2-6395. 


LE  OIL  COOLER  FOR 
»A  CB650 


Derale  oil  cooler  for  the  Honda 
is  a  full  flow  type,  meaning  all  the 
through  the  cooler.  All  brackets,  oil 
ttings  and  straps  come  in  the  kit. 
■rale  cooler  features  high-conduc- 
)pper  tubing  with  internal  louvers 
e  turbulence  in  the  oil  for  max- 
leat  transfer.  Price  is  $51.50  from 
or  contact  Derale  Oil  Coolers. 
138  W.  Gardena  Blvd..  Gardena. 
D248  or  call  (213)  532-5997. 


NEW  VDO  RACER 


A  new.  more  rugged  Endure  Racer  has 
been  introduced  by  VDO-Argo  Instru- 
ments. This  time/distance  gauge  is  used  in 
combination  with  an  accurate  watch  to 
help  the  enduro  rider  maintain  a  steady 
average  speed  over  a  set  distance,  and 
shows  how  far  he  has  gone  since  the  last 
checkpoint.  The  instrument  is  lighted  for 
night  use  and  the  side  reset  knob  adjusts 
forward  or  backward,  in  tenths.  For  a  free 
color  brochure  contact  VDO-Argo  Instru- 
ments. CW-5.  980  Brooke  Rd..  Winchester. 
Va.  22601. 


FLEX  HONES 


All  sizes  of  Flex-Hones  are  now  avail- 
able from  Flanders.  Made  from  silicone 
balls  laminated  to  the  ends  of  high  density 
nylon  filaments,  this  type  hone  assures 
proper  pressure  is  applied  to  the  cylinder 
walls.  Approved  and  used  by  major  engine 
builders  the  world  over,  for  two-  and  four- 
stroke  engines.  Write  to  Flanders  Co..  CW- 
5.  P.O.  Box  2297D.  Pasadena.  Calif.  91 105. 


SUZUKI  GSllOO  KIT 


Yoshimura  R&D  has  an  1  lOOcc  kit  for 
the  GSIOOO.  The  kit  consists  of  73.5mm 
pistons,  rings,  pins,  clips  and  special  head 
gasket.  Contact  your  local  Yoshimura 
dealer  or  Yoshimura  R&D  of  America, 
CW-5,  5517  Cleon  Ave.,  N.  Hollywood, 
Calif.  91601  or  call  (213)  985-2331. 


MOTO-X  FOX  GUIDE  TO 
PREPARING  THE  YAMAHA  YZ 
AND  IT  FOR  COMPETITION 


11 


Written  by  Jim  Gianatsis,  this  manual 
covers  the  history  of  Yamaha's  motocross 
team,  cylinder  porting,  enduro  bike  prepa- 
ration and  eight  chapters  narrated  by  Bob 
Hannah.  A  similar  guide  for  Suzuki 
owners  is  also  available.  Price  is  $5.95  plus 
$1  for  shipping.  From  Moto-X  Fox,  CW-5, 
520  McGlincy  Lane.  Campbell,  Calif. 
95008.  (408)  371-1221. 
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Sid  rvri  E  imnRi  n 


The  new  Shadow  Classic: 
Built  for  performance. 
That's  the  beauty  ctsf,;:st^at;e 

M    through  leading  deal- 
Introducing  the  ers  and  distributors  coast-lo-coast. 


Introducing  the 
Shadow  Classic. 
Best  of  The 
Bodyguards,  by  Pacifico.  It's  every 
thing  a  fairing  should  look  like  when 
form  follows  performance^^^^ 
The  Shadow  Classic.  Ar^m^ 
shell  computer-designed  for  top  aero 
dynamics.  An  interior  that's  been 
human  engineered  for  the  finest  ri 
and  passenger  protection  on  the  roa 
A  dashboard  tailored  to  accommQ 
ments,  CB^JfSfBre^^ 
system.  Storage  areas  that 
we've  made  larger,  locking 
and  leakproof 

There's  nothing 
cosmetic  about 
Sure,  the 
Shadow 
Classic  Is 
beautiful. 
But  there's 
no  com- 
promising 
efficiency 
for  phony 
glamour. 
Like 
B 


Eas^o  instalT>---,,,._^  mj 
With  the  most  pro-  ^"""^"^^ 
fessional  paint  and 
pinstriping  around.  y 
The  Shadow  Classic.  \ 
Engineered  and  sculp- 
tured into  the  shape  of 
pure  performance.  No  wondei 
it  looks  so  good. 


Or  write:  Pacifico.  I 


1625  S/E.  Hogan  Road 
Greafiam,  Oregon  97030 
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URmONT 


by  Allan  G  ird 


WHY  THINGS  DONT  nX 

o  point  in  even  debating  this  non- 
question.  Anybody  who's  been  run- 
ning around  on  top  of  an  engine  for  more 
than  six  weeks  knows  .  .  .  Things  Don't 
Fit.  Further,  they  don't  fit  in  three  general 
ways. 

1)  Things  you  buy  at  the  store  or  from  a 
catalog  or  through  the  mail,  only  to  learn 
that  attaching  the  bolts  isn't  half  the  battle. 
I've  been  doing  this  since  I  got  my  first  set 
of  unbreakable  levers  and  found  that  every 
time,  I  must  work  on  the  lever  with  a  file  or 
pry  on  the  pivot  with  the  largest  screw- 
driver in  the  place.  (You  may  be  thinking 
that  a  man  who  needs  a  constant  supply  of 
unbreakable  levers  should  be  working  on 
not  needing  them  rather  than  making 
them  fit.  You  may  be  right.)  But  it's  not  just 
me.  We  almost  never  do  a  product  test 
without  commenting  on  whether  the 
gadget  bolts  right  on  or  not,  or  if  we  can 
understand  the  instructions.  We  do  this 
because  frequently  they  don't  and/or  we 
can't. 

2)  Things  which  seem  to  have  gotten 
aboard  your  bike  without  the  factory's 
knowledge  or  consent.  My  own  favorites 
are  the  brake  pads  which  came  out  of  what 
looked  like  a  CB450  brake,  but  didn't  quite 
match  any  of  the  pads  in  the  dealer's 
microfilm  file,  but  which  were  replaced  by 
pads  that  weren't  quite  like  the  ones  I  took 
out  but  work  fine  anyway.  Then  there  are 
the  carbs  which  have  never  been  com- 
pletely rebuilt  because  none  of  the  kits  for 
the  model  have  precisely  the  same  number 
or  style  of  gaskets  and  such.  This  bike,  my 
bitsa,  of  course,  also  came  with  a  broken 
wiring  cluster  that  fitted  the  bars  that 
weren't  stock.  I  ordered  another  cluster.  It 
didn't  match  the  one  that  came  off,  but  it 
works  great  on  the  bars  that  I  put  on  later. 
All  of  which  makes  (made,  as  we'll  see)  me 
wonder:  If  the  parts  all  work  anyway,  why 
change  the  numbers  and  details,  or  vice 
versa? 


3)  Things  which  can't  seem  to  be  deliv- 
ered right.  Risk  here.  The  ad  guys  are 
gonna  be  on  my  case  anyway  for  saying 
that  the  nice  people  who  sell  things  to  you 
and  me  could  possibly  not  be  perfect  in 
every  way.  but  that's  business.  My  favorite 
example  is  personal.  The  nice  people  who 
make  teflon-lined  cables.  Far  as  I  know, 
there's  only  one  outfit  doing  that,  and  they 
make  the  best  cables  in  the  world.  Never 
broken  one,  nor  have  I  worn  one  out. 
Never  need  to  lube  the  little  wonders.  But 
when  1  order  a  set,  they  always  send  three 
250  and  one  125,  or  the  250  cable  has  the 
350  mounting  nuts,  or  something,  and  the 
cables  always  have  to  go  back  after  de- 
tailed telephone  calls  and  explanations. 

Well.  You  probably  have  stories  of  your 
own,  good  as  mine  and  just  as  many  of 
them.  Usually  when  talking  about  this  I 
make  the  comment  that  bike  things  don't 
fit  because  the  people  who  make  them 
have  to  worry  about  money  and  inventory 
and  tooling  costs,  so  they  work  out  some 
sort  of  universal  mounting  that  almost  lets 
you  bolt  the  whatever  onto  your  bike;  not 
quite,  but  close  enough.  Why  the  factories 
need  to  make  changes  without  ceasing, 
why  an  engine  in  production  for  seven 
years  needs  seven  sets  of  carb  gaskets  when 
the  engine  itself  didn't  hardly  change  a 


lick.  I  don't  know.  But  that's  anot 
question. 

What  I  have  instead  is  the  answer  to 
original  question.  1  found  it  by  surpr 
with  the  help  of.  well,  jealousy. 

All  the  other  guys  are  gettmg  new  bi 
Henry  has  bought  a  Velocette  in  a  ba: 
and  is  happily  taking  everything  apar 
he  can  put  it  back  together.  The  De 
Crazy  has  a  whopping  new  Maico  so 
his  riding  buddy  The  Other  Jim  want 
change  his  order  from  an  IT  to  a  YZ 
Ron.  who  has  almost  as  many  raven 
and  fast-growing  teen-agers  as  I  do 
thus  shouldn't  be  able  to  do  this,  ol'  I 
has  built  himself  the  prettiest  dirt  racer 
ever  saw.  All  red.  with  custom  frame 
all-out  suspension  and  full-race  motor 
on  and  on  ...  I  won't  give  the  detail 
he's  planning  a  story  on  it.  the  show-c 

For  the  price  of  a  new  bike.  I  get  to 
my  taxes.  Huh.  I  said,  instead  I  will 
prove  the  faithful  old  250.  It's  got  se 
years  on  the  original  engine,  after  all. ! 
went  to  ask  Greg  and  Dallas  and  Thii 
and  they  said,  if  you're  going  to  boi 
anyway,  why  not  big?  Say,  285?  And 
cause  the  compression  ratio  is  going 
anyway,  how  about  a  custom  pis 
10.5: 1?  We  can  get  you  a  deal.  Put  in 
order,  I  said. 

Then  I  waited.  I  have  been  at  this  a  I 
time  and  I  know  as  mentioned  eai 
about  Things  Not  Being  Delivered  Rig 
kept  the  engine  in  the  bike,  intact,  runr 
perfectly  well,  until  the  day  Greg  callej 
say  all  the  parts  had  arrived,  where  is| 
engine? 

Although  I  am  good  at  unbolting  thi 
I  am  not  good  at  running  boring  bars 
doing  serious  machine  work,  so  I  did 
easy  parts  and  handed  the  rest  over  to 
pros.  After  a  week  I  wondered  wh( 
could  take  delivery. 

Greg  allowed  as  how  there'd  been  a  i 
Because  the  box  said  what  the  piston 
supposed  to  be.  nobody  opened  the 
until  the  barrel  was  ready.  And  the  pi: 
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fiat's  why  winning  on  a  new  Honda  XR  can  win  you  a  $100  gift  certificate. 


HONDA  XR  SERIES  AWARDS 


,„  I'S'OOOOl  I*""  0"' 


XR  344' 


When  you  invest  as  much  skill 
)id  sweat  as  it  takes  to  win  an  off- 
sad  event,  we  figure  you  deserve 
imething  more  than  Just  a  trophy. 
>at's  where  our  new  $100  Series 
wards  come  in. 

it  starts  with  three  dynamite 
Mw  four-stroke  dirt  bikes— the 
m85,  XR250  and  xrsoo.  Lean,  mean 
)id  enduro-ready  right  off  the 
>owroom  floor. 

And  It  winds  up  with  you  taking  |- 
^00  shopping  trip— on  us— at  your  1 
iirtlcipating  Honda  dealer  \ 

Acre's  how  it  works: 

Between  April  1  and  Novem- 
ler  30, 1979,  when  you  ride  your  Honda 
s  to  a  class  or  overall  win  In  a 
^•eclfied  American  Motorcyclist 
!:sociatlon-sanctioned  off-road 
>*ent  you're  eligible  for  a  $100  gift 
iirtlficate  from  American  Honda. 

Events  Included  are  Enduros, 
1  rambles,  Hare  Scrambles,  Hare 
)id  Hound  and  Two-Day  Qualifiers, 
mctloned  either  by  the  AMA  or  an 
MA-afniiated  club. 

When  you  score  a  win  in  one 
these  events,  all  you  have  to  do 
fflli  out  a  Honda  XR  Series  Awards 
bder  Registration  Form  and  mall 
jto  American  Honda  within  30 
'lys.  The  forms  are  available 
1  rough  participating  Honda 
ssalers,  or  by  writing  to  us. 

Once  we  have  your  com- 
seted  form  and  AMA  conflrma- 
on  of  the  event's  results,  we'll 
Ball  you  your  $100  Awards 
Iirtlficate. 


so  If  you  want  your  weekends 
to  pay  off  with  more  than  trophies, 
we've  got  you  covered,  with  the 
hottest  new  line  of  four-stroke 
enduro  bikes  going.  And  with  a 
program  that'll  help  make  them 
even  more  rewarding  to  ride. 

For  rules  and  regulations,  see 
your  participating  Honda  dealer.  He'll 
show  you  the  new  XRs.  And  fill  you 
In  on  how  to  get  the  goods— on  us. 


Wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection  when  nding. 

ContingefKy  offer  not  open  to  Team  Honda  or  American 
Honda-supported  riders.  Votd  where  prohiibited  by  law.  XRs 
designed  for  off-road,  operator  use  only.  Write:  American  Horvta 
Motor  Co..  Inc.,  Dept  CW69XRC.  Box  50,  Gardena,  CA  90247. 
See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer.  ©  1979  AHM. 


GOING  SmONCi 


GOOD  NEWS 
FOR  BIKERS. 


Introducing  the  Sears 
DieHard"  Motorcycle  battery. 

The  name  tells  you  what 
to  expect. 

Cold  cranking  power. 
Reserve  capacity. 
Vibration  resistance. 
And  long  storage  life. 


The  motorcycle  DieHard 
can  deliver  on  all  of  them. 

Otherwise,  it  wouldn't  be 
a  DieHard. 

At  Sears  Tire  and  Auto 
Centers.  Or  through  aj 
the  Catalog.     ^  ^  r0 

Sears  c 


Tire  and  Auto  Centers 
and  Catalog. 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A_ 


mOTORCYCIS 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 

CKiCAQO  C»mput  ZMO  Nofth  HaIMm]  Slr»«t  Chtcago  lllinots  60657  312-9»-0771 
Flof»d»  C«mpw»  13700  N  W  IWh  Ave   Bey  14  Miwnt  FlontU  330*4  305-6B5  MM 


Name 


Age 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

□  I  am  a  veteran. 
Telephone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


turned  out  to  be  the  track  job,  12.5: 1.  H 
did  I  feel  about  using  Avgas? 

Not  awfully  keen.  Back  went  the  pist 
Short  wait.  The  new  piston  arrived. 

It  was  10.5:1.  In  stock  bore. 

Naturally  the  two  weekends  dun 
which  this  took  place,  the  first  two  we 
ends  in  years  that  I  haven't  had  the  b 
ready  to  go,  were  the  first  two  weekend" 
spring. 

Greg  felt  almost  as  bad  as  I  did,  to 
extent  that  he  went  into  the  big  city,  to 
piston  company,  and  made  the  secc 
trade  in  person,  making  you-can-bet  s 
that  the  third  time  we  had  A  Part  T 
Would  Fit. 

It  did.  With  everything  assembled  i 
put  back  in  the  bike,  I  pumped  it  throug 
few  times.  Nothing  hit.  In  with  the  pi 
fuel  on.  and  it  fired  up  on  the  fourth  ki 

Because  I  would  like  and  expect  anot 
15.000  miles  on  the  rebuild,  I  rode  > 
carefully.  I  ran  it  a  few  miles,  until  all 
parts  had  been  fully  warmed,  then  w 
home  and  checked  all  the  connectio 
levels,  the  plug  and  so  forth.  Perfect, 
next  morning,  I  rode  it  to  work,  on 
back  roads  and  through  the  bean  fiel 
never  mind  that  it  takes  twice  the  time  £ 
running  along  the  road  at  40  mph  make 
seem  longer. 

Two  ad  agency  guys  came  by  the  of 
and  saw  me  checking  all  the  connecti( 
again,  and  chuckled.  "The  old  ways  are 
best  ways,  right?" 

"Hah,"  I  said.  "Lurking  beneath 
well-worn  enduro  tank,  crouched  ins 
these  experienced  cases,  is  a  full  285cc 
hi^h  compression  lightning." 

On  the  way  home,  still  running  eas 
got  the  answer. 

You  may  not  believe  this.  Not  even  G 
believes  it.  and  he's  the  dealer  whose  o 
factory  says  he's  too  careful  when  it  cor 
to  taking  care  of  engines. 

1  felt  the  rings  seat.  I  heard  all  the  pa 
become  a  harmonious  whole.  Half  a  m 
the  other  side  of  Moulton  Parkway,  j 
before  you  turn  onto  Lake  Forest  Road,  i 
compression  increased  and  the  exha 
note  sharpened.  From  bluff,  blufi.  bluff 
Bark-Bark-Bark. 

There's  the  answer.  Things  Don't 
because  it's  part  of  the  fun.  We  are  p 
sented  with  these  challenges,  this  con 
sion  in  the  catalogs  and  the  microfilm.  I 
holes  that  don't  quite  line  up.  because 
can  meet  and  defeat  them.  Having  it  rij 
is  tine.  Making  it  right  is  twice  times  t 
much  better. 

I  wouldn't  trade  the  feeling  of  maki 
my  old  engine  right  for  iwo  new  bikes 
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TSUBAKI  Motorcycle  Chain 

You  caift  buy  better...  because  it  works! 


THE  JAMMER  "Worid's  Fastest  Harley" 

ome  of  the  biggest  names  in  racing  are 
/inning  on  TSUBAKI  MOTORCYCLE  CHAIN, 
eople  like  R.  C.  Engineering,  Moto-X-Fox,  Reg 
ridmore,  DG  Performance,  MTC  Engineering, 
□mmer,  Malcolm  Smith  and  Sam  Wills  to 
ame  just  a  few.  Why?  Because  Tsubaki 
/orks ...  its  reliable  performance  has  been 
iroven  in  every  form  of  grueling  competition! 
1  developing  a  chain  that  will  withstand  the 
ibuse  of  racing,  you  are  guaranteed  a 
uperior  product  for  your  street/racing  bike, 
es,  we  guarantee  it . . .  all  TSUBAKI  chains 
ave  a  one-year  warranty  against  brealcage 
. .  a  first  for  the  industry. 

li-Performance  QR  Series 

SUBAKI  QR  roller  chains  feature:  SOLID 
OLLERS,  SHOT  PEENED  PARTS,  SPECIAL  ALLOY 
TEEL  HEAVY  PRESS  FIT  PINS,  QUAD  STAKED 
1VETING  and  each  chain  is  PRESTRESSED/ 
RESTRETCHED  on  actual  sprocket  teeth.  This 
I  the  only  type  of  roller  chain  TSUBAKI  makes 
. .  and  when  you  make  only  one  thing  it's 
lot  to  be  the  best!  Available  in  428H,  520QR. 
:25QR,  530QR,  630QR  and  530QR  nickel 
)lated. 


SAM  WILLS 

Motorcycles  Unllmited 
Worid's  quickest  naturally 
aspirated  single  engine 
motorcycle 


Heavy-Duty  Self-Lubricating  Series 

TSUBAKI  HSL  chain  is  a  true  heavy-duty  self- 
lubricating  chain  . . .  proven  in  thousands  of 
hours  of  racing.  LUBE-FREE  TSUBAKI  HSL  chains 
feature:  EXTRA  HEAVY  LINK  PLATES,  SINTERED 
METAL  BUSHINGS  ENGINEERED  TO  EXACTING 
SPECS  for  critical  tolerance  and  joint  clear- 
ance. SPECIALLY  FORMULATED  LUBRICANT 
is  impregnated  in  the  bushings.  Available  in 
428HSL,  520HSL,  530HSL  and  630HSL.  TSUBAKI 
Motorcycle  Chains  are  priced  at  what  you 
would  expect  to  pay  for  an  ordinary  standard 
chain  .  .  .  ask  for  it  at  your  dealer. 


TSUBAKI  MOTORCYCLE  CHAIN 


UST  Inc.,  Northbrook,  Illinois  60062,  USA 

ALSPEED  PRODUCTS.  Ltd..  Mississauga.  Ontario,  Canoda 
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ETTERS 


SUZUKI  GS550 

Your  Long-Term  Report  on  the  Suzuki 
GS550  in  the  March  issue  was  well  re- 
ceived and  enjoyed  at  our  offices.  However, 
I  would  like  to  point  out  two  discrepancies 
in  the  article  which  evidently  resulted  from 
a  misinterpretation  of  some  advice  from 
the  dealership  which  serviced  the  bike. 

Specifically,  the  automatic  cam  chain 
tensioner  should  be  capable  of  maintain- 
ing accurate  cam  chain  tension  under  all 
standard  conditions.  If  the  cam  chain  were 
noisy  at  idle,  that  might  imply  a  problem 
with  that  specific  tensioner. 

Secondly,  it  is  perfectly  acceptable  to 
reuse  valve  shims  as  long  as  they  have  not 
been  physically  damaged  by  foreign  mate- 
rial in  the  oil  or  lack  of  lubrication  due  to 
inadequate  sump  oil  level  (a  very  unusual 
situation).  Since  the  tappets  rotate  as  the 
engine  runs,  the  shim  is  in  a  different 
position  each  time  the  valve  is  depressed. 
Any  wear  is  thus  evenly  distributed.  We 
know  of  no  case  where  reuse  of  valve  shims 
has  caused  accelerated  cam  wear. 

Geoffrey  G.  Mazon,  Manager 
Technical  Service  Department 
U.S.  Suzuki  Motor  Corporation 


WELL-DESERVED  PRAISE 

After  reading  your  March,  1979  issue 
and  filling  out  another  year's  subscription 
card,  I  felt  obligated  to  offer  some  well- 
deserved  praise. 

Even  though  I  ride  an  old  '73  Yamaha 
360  DTI  stripped  down  and  "Michigan" 
modified  (specially  equipped  for  mud 
bathing  and  tree  climbing),  I  really  enjoy 
reading  about  the  new  machines.  When  it's 
—5°  and  snowing  on  top  of  the  5  ft.  we 
already  have,  we  need  all  the  good  reading 
material  we  can  get  our  hands  on. 

I  deeply  appreciate  your  support  of 
"play bikes."  We're  not  all  MXers  or  com- 
petitors and  it's  nice  to  know  we're  thought 
of  once  in  a  while. 

Darryl  Thill 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

THE  WINNER! 

Hello  Henry, 

Please  tell  me  if  I've  won!!  In  your  Spot 
the  Differences  BMW  R32  Salon  Contest, 
there  were  12  items  from  the  color  photos 
on  page  49  to  the  black  and  white  photos 
on  page  50  that  were  changed. 


HERE'S  THE  LIST 

1.  Speedometer  drive  housing  at  driven  e 

2.  License  plate  bracket 

3.  Bolt  for  links  at  leaf  spring 

4.  Rear  brake  shoe  pedal  assembly  (, 
whole  thing!) 

5.  Plate  at  front  pivot  of  trailing  lit 
(friction  plates?) 

6.  Oil  Tube  from  front  engine  case 
sump?) 

7.  Drive  belt  for  speedometer  pulleys  ( 
both  bikes!) 

8.  Pin  striping  on  gas  tank 

9.  Alloy  covers  for  valve  train 

10.  Inner  valve  springs 

11.  Valve  spring  shims 

12.  Different  fat  tire 


Thank; 
P.  Gup 


continued  on  pagi 


WE  PLATE 

imrTORCYCl 
PARTS  ONI 

Chrome  &  Gold 
Free  Price  List 


PLATING  SERVICE,  INI 

Route  #5,  Box  534 
Paducah,  Kentucky  420C 
Phone  502-564-1146 
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Tough  EreC'Wheelin*  Fords. 
America's  best^selling 
truck  line.* 


Get  into  the  Free-Wheelin'  Spirit  with 
>:ough  Free  Wheeling  Ford  Trucks 
end  Vans.  Factory-customized 
machines  direct  from  Ford,  with 
special  interiors,  stripes,  wheels, 
olacked-out  grille,  and  more. 

I'Based  on  1978  retail  deliveries  of  all  Ford  Trucks. 


Freewheeling  Bronco, 

comes  with  styled  steel  wheels,  RWL  tires, 
tricolor  tape  striping,  black  bumpers  and 
dual  low-mount  western  mirrors. 

Bronco  Ranger  XLT  shown  has  optional 
chromatic  tape  stripe,  10x15  tires, 
swing-away  spare  and  Privacy™  glass. 


*   •  ..   , 

'vY'ee  Wheeling  Van 

toffers  custom  interior  and  exterior 
>oackages . . .  plus  other  available 
l«ptions:  portholes,  push  bar,  fog 
Gamps  and  special  wheels  and  tires. 


Freewheeling  Pickup 

shown  with  special  interior  trim, 
blacked-out  grille,  black  front  bumper, 
black  GT  bar,  styled  steel  wheels 
and  required  rear  bumper.  Chromatic 
tape  stripe,  RWL  tires,  black  low- 
mount  western  mirrors  optional. 


Freewheeling  Courier 

comes  with  three-color  accent  tape 
stripe,  cast  aluminum  wheels,  RWL 
tires,  black  GT  bar,  front  push  bar. 
Sport  Group,  7-ft.  box  and  rear  step 
bumper  optional. 

FORD 

FORD  DIVISION  CSoid^^ 


Escape  First  Class. 


If  weekends  bring  out  the  gypsy  in 
your  soul,  here's  the  machine  that'll  set 
you  free — in  style:  the  new  1979  Honda 
CX500  Deluxe. 

It's  got  everything  that  made  the 
original  CX500  the  toast  of  the  middle- 
weight sports-touring  scene  last  year — 
low-maintenance  shaft  drive,  trick  V-twin 
engine,  tubeless  tires — and  more.  More 
comfort,  with  a  cushy  stepped  saddle.  A 
stylish  16-inch  rear  wheel.  And  more  to 
please  the  eye  of  the  beholder 

The  CX500  Deluxe  has  what  it  takes 
to  go  all  the  way,  whether  you're  going 
for  the  weekend  or  for  weeks  at  a  time. 
The  high-rewing  496  cc  liquid-cooled 


eight-valve  80°  V-twin  engine  is  the 
slickest  setup  to  hit  the  middleweight 
class  in  a  long  time.  Smooth  enough  for 
horizon-chasing.  Spirited  enough  for 
sports  riding. 

When  the  weekend  is  over,  the 
CX500  Deluxe  keeps  on  going.  It's  the 
perfect  size  for  all-around  urban  riding. 
And  when  it  comes  to  good  looks,  it's  In  a 
class  by  itself — First  Class.  Special  Deluxe 
trim  touches  include  highlighted  black 
ComStar^"  wheels,  polished  aluminum 
radiator  cowling,  chromed  front  fender, 
classy  new  tank  striping  and  polished 
engine  parts.  It's  a  look  that'll  turn 
heads  wherever  you  go. 

Looking  good  on  two  wheels  also 
means  looking  out  for  the  other  guy, 
watching  your  speed  and  riding  by 
the  rules. 

So  ride  by  your  Honda  dealer  and 
see  the  new  CX500  Deluxe.  It'll  give  your 
escapes  a  lot  of  style. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  Model  availability  may  be  limited. 
For  free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda 
Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept.  CW69CXD,  Box  50, 
Gardena,  California  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages 
for  nearest  Honda  dealer.©  1979  AHM. 

HONDA 

coiMCsntoMc! 


SCOTT'S  FIFTY  NINE 
tough  new  goggle 

carries 
scratch  resistant 
high  impact 

LEX  AN  lens. 


Danny  LaPorte  KenlHowenon 

Join  Bob  Hannah,  Brad  Lackey,  Danny  LaPorte,  Kent  Howerton 
and  other  winners  using  this  high 
performance  goggle  from  SCOTT 
USA.  You  can  spot  Fifty  Nine's 
because  they  come  in  bright 
Yellow  or  Red. 


See  your  accessory  dealer  and 
buy  The  Winning  System;  SCOTT 
Goggles,  Face  Guards,  tear  off 
lenses  and  replacement  lenses. 


The  Winning  SystenL 


□     n  ^ 


PO.Boxl418  •  SunValley Idaho 83353 
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON  HAS  NEVER  FORGOTTEN 
THE  BASK  RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN  MAN  AND  MOTORCYCLL 

This  is  not  a  bike  for  those  with  a  fondness  for  the 
assembly  line  look  that  inspired  the  term  "Universal 
Japanese  Motorcycle'.'  Willie  G.  Davidson 
made  sure  of  that. 

The  XLS  starts  with  extended  forks  up 
front.  Sissy  bar  and  leather  stash  pouch  out  ^ 
back.  Drag  style  handlebars  on  3V2"  risers  up  on  top. 
Twin  chromed  exhausts  and  a  fat  16"  rear  tire  dowTi 
below.  Up,  down,  front,  back  and  anyway  you  look  at 
it,  this  is  a  show  for  the  street. 

We  support  the  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation  and  the  A.M. A.  and  beheve  in  safety  first.  Always  ride  with  lights  and  helmet. 

Help  keep  insurance  costs  down;  lock  your  bike.  Follow  owners  manual  for  maintenance.  Spediications  subject  to  change  without  notk:e. 


And  besides  what  you  see  here,  what  you'll 
experience  in  person  is  the  best  handling,  best  per- 
forming lOOOcc  motorcycle  Harley- Davidson  has 
ever  built. 

The  whole  package  comes  wrapped  in  a  two-tone, 
deep  charcoal  metallic  and  black  paint  job  that  can 
best  be  described  as  part  beauty,  part  beast.  For  those 
lulled  to  sleep  by  the  look-alike 
imports,  this  kind  of  involvement 
should  come  as  quite  a  shock. 

Harley-Davidson 

UNTIL  YOirVE  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
YOU  HAVENl  BEEN  ON  A  MOTOROCLL 


iterial 


The  bike  on  the  right  is  a  Yamaha 
road  racer.  The  one  and  only  five 
time  Daytona  Winner — and 
probably  the  most  successful 
motorcycle  in  the  history  of  road 
racing. 

But  there's  one  thing  about 
this  bike  that's  even  more  unique 
than  its  success. 

It's  for  sale. 

In  fact,  over  7,000  Yamaha 
road  racing  machines  have  been 
sold  to  the  public 

And  while  we  may  not  make 
any  money  selling  racing 
machinery,  we  think  it's  the 
best  decision  we  ever  made. 

Because  instead  of  a  few 
test  riders  on  a  track  out  be- 
hind the  factory,  we  have 
thousands  on  tracks  all  over 
the  world. 

Out  of  their  experience 
have  come  improvements  that 
have  changed  every  bike  we 
make.  And  made  some  of  them 
legends. 

A  good  case  in  point  is  the 
machine  on  the  left  Our  one 


and  only  two-stroke  street  bike — 
the  Daytona  Special.  If  it  looks  a 
little  like  the  TZ  on  the  right, 
there's  a  reason. 

You  see,  Yamaha's  new 
RD400F  Daytona  Special  is  a 
direct  development  of  our  famous 
road  racers.  And  not  surprisingly, 
one  of  the  most  inaedible  motor- 
cycles in  the  world. 

First  of  all  it  is  quick.  In  fact, 
it  is  the  world's  fastest  acceler- 
ating 400cc  street  machine. 
Period. 


uses  the  seven  port  inlet  system 
we  developed  in  European  Grand 
Prix  racing.  But  the  Daytona 
Special  also  has  Reed  Valve 
Torque  Induction  for  bottom  end 
power — so  much  bottom  end 
power  that  it  will  actually  out- 
accelerate  the  TZ  up  to  any  legal 
road  speed. 

The  frame — a  double  loop 
cradle -is  basically  theTZ250/ 
350  Mark  I,  with  slight 
modifications  for 
the  street,  and  for 
our  new  double 
cafe  seat. 


By  now,  you've  probably 
guessed  what  the  handling  is 
like.  You're  right  Racer-quick 
and  precise,  you  can  adjust  it  for 
any  rider,  any  condition. 

Like  the  TZ  racers,  our 
Daytona  Special  also  has  a  6- 
speed  close  ratio  transmission, 
cast  aluminum  wheels,  and  big 
fat  disc  brakes  front  and  rear. 

The  new  4.3  gallon  tank  is 
even  a  modified  racer  design. 

And  like  the  TZ,  the  Daytona 
Special  sports  Yamaha's  inter- 
national team  colors. 

When  you  ride  it,  we  think 
youH  agree  that  this  choice  of 
colors  was  appropriate. 

Because  this  is  a  motorcycle 
that  demands  to  be  ridden.  And 
ridden  well. 

In  fact,  for  a  serious  rider, 
we  know  of  only  one  other 
machine  that  will  give  you  the 
rewards  this  bike  can. 
It's  on  the  right 

YAMAHA 

When  you  knoiv  how  they're  built 


The  Daytona  Champ 


CopyriG 


sol! 


St- 


STP  Son  of  a  Gunl's  unique  2-silicone  '^^storesA'^'' 
formula  helps  keep  tires,  vinyl  tops,  dashboards,  BeautifiE^o 

doorpanels,  and  upholstery  looking  rich  and  supple.  JNyl,  RUBBgJ 

md  maintain  your  car's  appearance  '^Ther.wO^ 


Restore  ar 
with  STP  Son  of  a  Gun! 


ti  1979  STP  Corporation 


amco  travel 


system 


When  the  specification 
sheet  calls  for  maximum 
performance  from  your 
touring  motorcycle,  the 
Amco  Travel  System  is 
the  best  equipment  you 
can  choose. 


Designed  .  .  . 
by  touring 
enthusiasts. 
Engineered  .  .  . 
for  your  machine 
Manufactured  .  . 
entirely  by  Amco 

Send  $1 .00  for  new  Color  Catalog 

7425  Fulton  Ave.,  N.  Hollywood,  Ca.  91605 


imcza 
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SIRE  to  become  PHYSICALLY  part 
their  demise. 

Being  stationed  here  in  Washingt 
D.C.,  provides  me  the  opportunity  to  st, 
on  the  bureaucrats'  front  door  any  time 
needs  of  the  moment  dictate.  If  I  can 
ANYTHING  (in  relation  to  me  being  \ 
or  anything  else)  please  let  me  kno\ 
don't  have  much  money  for  financial  s 
port,  but  I  sure  like  to  write  letters  to  D 
NHTSA,  EPA,  BLM.  etc.,  and  yell  at  p 
pie.  So  if  I  can  do  anything,  don't  hesi 
to  let  me  know. 

Sgt.  Robert  L.  Pa 
A  Co,  HQBn. 
Box  7 

Arlington,  Va.  22'. 


WANTS  EQUAL  SHARE 

I  think  the  ERRA  is  either  unfair  oi 
of  its  mind.  I  would  think  that  it  w 
want  to  reward  motorcycle  riders  ra 
than  punish  us  because  this  is  what  it 
be  doing  if  its  plan  goes  into  effect. 

I  ride  a  Yamaha  650  Special  at 
average  45  mpg.  Motorcycles  are  both 
and  economical.  We  bikers  are  doing 
part  to  conserve  fuel  and  they  want  tc 
our  supply  and  give  it  to  those  inconsii 
ate  people  who  drive  their  gas  guzzlei 
everybody  drove  motorcycles  there  wi 
not  be  a  gas  crunch  in  this  country.  It  i: 
opinion  that  everyone  should  get  an  e 
share  and  this  way  people  would  be 
couraged  to  conserve  or  drive  vehicles 
conserve. 

I  can't  believe  that  this  country,  whi 
known  as  "the  land  of  equal  opportun 
is  actually  going  to  punish  those  pe 
who  are  trying  to  help  out  the  situa 
How  unfair  can  you  get?  Those  rich  pi 
cians  who  drive  their  Cadillacs  or  Line 
or  whatever  are  just  going  to  use  i 
positions  to  help  themselves,  espec 
now  that  the  car  manufacturers  are  des 
ing  cars  to  get  better  gas  mileage.  1 
name  quite  a  few  cars  that  get  better 
continued  on  pa^ 
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CAM2 "  Race  Proven 
20W50.  The  oil  born  with 
blood  lines  of  champion- 
ship racing. 

CAM2.  Proven  in  over 
100,000  miles  of  cham- 
pionship competition. 

Proven  by  The  Penske 
Team  as  Indy's  first  official 
200  mph  motor  oil. 

Proven  by  national 
funny  car  champion,  Don 
The  Snake'  Prudhomme 
at  247  mph/6.03  seconds. 

What  makes  CAM2 
Race  Proven  so  unique? 
Special  magnesium-based 
additive  chemistry  to  resist 
oil  breakdown.  To  endure 
the  high  RPM  s  and 
extreme  temperatures  of 
performance  engines. 

If  you  drive  a  perfor- 
mance car  of  any  kind,  it 
deserves  the  protection  of 
CAM2.  The  oil  that  earned 
the  name  Racing  Blood. 


BMW  A  LASTINC 


Loo\  for  your  local  BMW  dealer  in  the  Yellow  Pages,  or  write  for  our  fine  brochure.  U.S.  Im[)orter:  Butler  £>■  Smith,  Inc., 
DeptW-6  ,  Xorwood.  >{J  07648/Compton.  CA  90224.  Canada:  BMW  Motorcycle  Distributors,  Ontario. 

Copyrighted  material 


RIENDSHIP. 


The  bond  between 
the  rider  and  his  BMW. 
Chances  are  he's 
ridden  his  bike  long  and 
hard.  So  he  trusts  it. 
He  depends  on  it.  He's  proud  of  it.  Because 
his  BMW  has  the  qualities  he  demands  in  a 
touring  motorcycle. 

Qualities  Hke  the  riding  comfort  pre 
vided  by  a  long'travel,  high-compliance 
suspension.  The  superb  cornering  and  effort- 
less acceleration.  And  the  matchless  reliabil- 
ity of  our  brilliantly  simple  BMW  flat  twin. 

All  this  and  more  make  up  the  balanced 
performance  concept.  An  ideal  that  is 
further  refined  in  all  our  1979  models. 

A  new  internal  drive  shaft  torsion 
damper  gives  even  smoother  power  flow.  The 
new  stabilized  ignition  system  is  more  precise 
and  easier  to  maintain.  New  standardized 
controls  are  easier  to  operate.  And  BMW's 
exclusive  cast  alloy  wheels  add  elegance  at 
no  extra  cost. 

The  point  is  a  BMW  is  more  than  a 
motorcycle.  It's  a  friend.  And  as  its  owner, 
you'll  get  a  knowing  nod  from  the  growing 
fraternity  to  whom  a  BMW  is  as  much  a 
way  of  life  as  a  way  of  getting  there.  Because 
a  BMW  commands  the  kind  of  respect  that 
goes  even  beyond  the  bond  between  man  and 
machine. 

Visit  your  BMW  dealer  and  meet  the 
6  new  "79  models.  Including  the  exciting 
RIOORS  with  its  wind  tunnel  designed, 
integral  cockpit  fairing.  And  the  metallic 
red  and  silver  RIOOT,  with  factory-fitted 
clock  and  voltmeter,  dual  horns,  chrome  en 
gine  protection  bars,  and  luggage  brackets .  . . 
all  standard. 

It  may  well  begin  a  lasting  friendship. 


Bavarian  Motor  Works 

jpyrighted  material 


FOR  PAVEMENT  AND  DIRT 


HIQRtCk 
440 

The  Martek  440  is  a  compact,  reliable, 
high  performance  solid  state  electronic 
ignition  which  operates  with  a  unique  opti- 
cal trigger  Designed  especiallv  for  the 
Honda  350,  400,  500,  550  &  750  fours, 
and  Kawasaki  KZ  650  (440),  Kawasaki 
900A  1000  fours  (440K)  and  the  Suzuki 
750  a  1000  fours  (440S),  the  Martel^  440 
delivers  totally  accurate  firing  power 
through  an  unequalled  infrared  light  emit- 
ting diode  system  —  the  most  modern  sys- 
tem on  the  market  today!  Timing  problems 
and  points  are  completely  eliminated:  in 
fact,  the  440  fits  entirely  behind  the  points 
cover  Install  it  on  your  new  bil<e  or  on  your 
present  machine.  Your  motorcycle  means 
a  lot  to  you;  now  get  the  full  power,  quicl^ 
starts  and  high  performance  you've  always 
wanted.  Three  year  factory  guarantee. 
($98.95) 


Nno 

You've  put  a  lot  of  money  into  your  bike, 
now  get  the  best  out  of  if  with  a  computer- 
ized high  performance  electronic  ignition. 
The  Martek  1000  solid  state  electronic 
ignitions  for  the  Honda  Gold  Wing  (1000) 
1970&up,HarleyDavidsons(1000H-0), 
BMW's  (1000BMW)  and  the  Yamaha  650 
twin  (1000YT),  RD350  &  RD400  (1000Y) 
will  give  your  road  bike  that  high  perform- 
ance you've  wanted  for  so  long.  You  will 
get  more  spark  energy  for  quicker  starts, 
longer  plug  life,  reduced  maintenance 
costs,  fewer  tune-up  hassles  and  in- 
creased dependability!  Using  the  perform- 
ance-proven "Hall  Effect"  magnetic  sensor 
for  firing,  the  Martek  1000  completely 
eliminates  points  and  timing  is  extraordi- 
narily precise  — delivering  full  punch  from 
every  fuel  charge.  Go  for  it!  Three  year 
factory  guarantee.  (1000H-D.  1000  BM\N. 
1000Y.  1000YT  — $109.95;  1000  — S98.95). 


mocotiK 

CD-3S0ia-S00 

Designed  to  meet  the  unique  ignition 
needs  of  today's  large  displacement 
four-stroke  singles,  the  Mototek 
CD-350  or  CD-500  will  deliver  the  posi- 
tive power  your  thumper  requires.  High 
energy  Mototeks  deliver  fast  starts,  cou- 
pled with  better  operating  performance  — 
and  points  are  completely  eliminated' 
Mototeks  are  unaffected  by  engine  heat, 
dirt  or  moisture,  so  you  can  keep  your 
mind  on  your  riding  and  not  on  your  igni- 
tion system.  This  reliability  is  provided  by 
the  proven  "Hall  Effect"  sensor.  Precision 
timing  gives  full  ignition  power  over  the 
entire  timing  range.  Both  units  operate 
independent  of  the  battery.  Get  total  per- 
formance and  maximum  reliability  from 
your  motorcycle  — get  a  Mototek  CDI. 
One  year  factory  guarantee.  ($89.95). 


IDDRtCK 


motoltk 

These  are  two  top  performers  for  2-  and 
4-stroke  singles  with  flywheel/magneto 
ignitions,  (Choice  depends  on  coil  sys- 
tem.) Both  operate  completely  indepen- 
dent of  the  battery  and  give  strong, 
maximum  response  on  every  ride.  Each 
completely  eliminates  points  so  tune-ups 
will  be  fewer  and  cheaper  for  you.  You  get 
higher  performance  in  quicker  starts  and 
more  consistent  power  through  accurate 
firing  control.  A  high  energy  MOTOTEK 
CDI  ensures  that  you  will  get  maximum 
power  and  maximum  voltage  at  the  proper 
instant  — and  the  full  fuel  charge  is  used 
every  time.  Also  available:  CDI  REPLACE- 
MENT RACING  IGNITIONS.  These  Moto 
tek  CDIs  replace  the  stock  coil  and  "black 
box"  to  give  more  spark  advance  and 
higher  RPM  power  than  factory  GDIs.  One 
year  factory  guarantee. 
(CD-15  $59.95;  CD-31  $69.95). 


*  Other  models  available.  Send  50c  for  our  1979  catalog  and  decal. 
.      .       ,         3609  W.  MacArthur  Blvd.,  Santa  Ana.  CA  92704 

Products,  Inc.  714  7517901 
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mileage  than  some  motorcycles  but  I  do 
hear  them  wanting  to  give  owners 
Honda  Civics,  Datsun  B210s.  etc.,  oi 
tenth  the  fuel  because  they  get  better  j 
mileage  than  most  cars. 

Even  if  the  AMA  gets  their  one-fi 
plan,  that's  still  unfair  because  motor 
cles  don't  use  one-fifth  the  gas  the  aven 
car  uses. 

If  Americans  can't  get  an  equal  shi 
then  at  least  give  us  a  fair  share.  I  think ' 
ERRA  should  at  least  base  its  ration 
plan  on  the  EPA  estimates  of  vehicles. 

Richard  Ferrei 
Kaneohe.  Haw 


GOLD  WING  ANNUAL  RALLY 

The  time  is  fast  approaching  for 
Gold  Wing  Owners  Association  4th  i 
nual  Rally  which  will  take  place  in  Be 
der,  Colo.  The  dates  will  be  July 
August  1  and  2.  The  place  will  be 
Broker  Inn  in  Boulder.  We  have  invi' 
various  manufacturers'  reps  to  attend 
we  will  have  a  product  display  area.  ( 
representative  there  is: 

Gary  Rumsey 
9899  Gal  way 
Boulder,  Colo.  80303 
(303)  666-6622 
Or  we  can  be  contacted  at  our 
number  here  in  Gladstone.  Chuck  Ti 
ston,  president,  or  Gary  Groves,  \ 
president. 

GWOA 
P.O.  Box  88 
Gladstone,  Ore.  97 


HISTORY,  HELP  NEEDED 

I  have  a  need  for  information  regarc 
a  Horex  motorcycle,  possibly  in  the  2f 
class.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  anyone  \ 
knows  its  history  and  availability  of  r 
old,  used  parts  or  complete  used  engi 
Circa  1950?  I  will  answer  all  replies. 

Harold  O'Connell 
185  Legion  Circle 
Rochester,  N,Y.  14 

I  keep  hearing  about  a  Honda  Si 
Hawk  club  that  has  restoration  and  pre 
vation  of  305  Super  Hawks  as  its  n 
purpose.  If  such  a  club  exists,  perl 
some  member  can  answer  a  question 
me. 

I  have  a  dismantled  Super  Hawk  en^ 
serial  number  CB77E-1 10914,  that  is 
ferent  from  all  the  other  Hawk  engir 
have  seen.  The  main  outward  differen 
an  anti-foaming  tower  about  3  in.  high 
1%  in.  in  diameter  that  is  cast  on  top  o: 
upper  crankcase  directly  over  the  trans 
sion.  The  bore  is  the  same  but  oil  pass 

continued  on  pag 
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What  made  Jerry  Borton 
stop  pickin'  last  night  at  the 
Lone  Star  Cafe? 

The 650SR. 


le  broken  G-string  had  nothing  to  do  with 
And  Will  Johnson's  wife  was  innocent,  boo. 
laybe.)  The  sheriff  knew. 

It's  just  that  a  guitar  man  is  a  ramblin'  man. 

And  the  Kawasaki  650SR  is  a  ramblin' 
an's  motorcycle. 

If  you've  got  eyes  in  your  head,  you  can 
e  what  we  mean.  It's  a  little  dirty.  Kind  of 
N  down.  Sheep's  eye,  as  they  say. 

Custom  mag  wheels  get  you  started  from 
e  bottom  up.  There's  a  little  more  rake  on  the 
)nt  end.  Sort  of  like  a  respectable  chopper 
le  rear  wheel  is  fat  and  sassy.  Gets  the  power 
>wn  on  the  pavement  Hard. 


Then  there's  the  engine.  Four  cylinders  in 
a  DOHC  configuration.  They  say  it  with  a  smile 
at  the  Rock  Store.  And  they  mean  it 

This  year  we've  stepped  things  up  with 
an  automatic  cam  chain  tensionen  So  you  don't 
have  to  turn  a  wrench.  The  new  accelerator 
pump  dumps  any  hesitation  when  you  wick 
on  the  throttle.  And  there  are  a  few  more  hidden 
persuaders  to  keep  Kawasaki  and  you  out  front 
of  the  juke  box  crowd. 

We  aren't  going  to  talk  anymore  about  the 
looks.  That's  for  you.  Like  Willie  Joe  says,  if^*" 
you  talk  about  it,  it  ain't 

Just  keep  pickin'  and  grinnin! 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  1 


No  inside  seams 
to  cause  blisters. 


Fingers  are  curved 
to  etiminate  tension 
and  bunching 


Double  stitched  extra  layer 
of  leather  in  palm  helps  absorb 
wear,  prevent  blisters.  Contoured 
shape  won't  bunch  up. 


High-density,  shock-absorbent 
padding  helps  protect  bacK 
of  hand,  fingers 


Double  elastic  band 
around  entire  wrist 
lor  snug  tit  to 
keep  glove  on. 
dirt  out. 


Curved  fingers. 
Just  like  yours. 


Let  your  hands  relax.  See  how  your  fingers 
naturally  curve?  The  fingers  of  Bates  MX  Gloves 
curve  too.  helping  eliminate  tension  and 
bunching,  while  padding  on  the  back  of  the 
hands  and  fingers  is  positioned  to  also  flex 
naturally,  nnaking  thenn  so  comfortable  they  feel 
like  they're  already  broken  in.  But  besides 
being  comfortable,  they're  tough,  with  extra 
layers  of  leather  in  the  palm  and  thumb  to 
absorb  wear.  Tough.  Comfortable.  Bates. 
Only  $24.95  plus  shipping. 
Specify  size  (XS,  S,  M,  L,  and  XL)  and  No.  4950. 

All  gloves  available  in  XS,  S,  M,  L  and  XL  sizes. 


BATES) 


the  "quality  people" 

Accessory  House,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1770-WH 

Long  Beach,  California  90801 


Send  $2.00  for  Bates 
56-page  1979  catalog. 


WINTER 

4"  gauntlet  for  added 
warmth  and  curved 
fingers  for  easier 
gripping  and  firm  feel 
on  controls.  $28,95 
plus  S2  shipping 
Specify  No  4970,  size 
and  Black  of  Brown 


SUMMER 

Stretch  fit  for  sensitive 
touch  on  controls 
Easy-on.  easy-off 
elastic  wrist  closure. 
Weigh  less  than  1  oz 
$24.95  plus  $2  for 
shipping  Specify  No. 
4920  and  size. 


STREET 

Top-gram  leather  and 
curved  fingers  for 
superb  riding  comfort. 
Choose  Unlmed.  No 
4910.  $17,95  or  Lmed. 
No,  4915.  $19,95  Send 
number,  size,  add  S2 
for  shipping 


ROAD  RACING 

The  ultimate— weigh 
less  than  1  oz  Stretch 
fit  for  sensitive  touch 
on  controls  Extra 
leather  on  heel  of 
hand  $28  95  plus  $2 
shipping.  Specify  No 
4960  and  size. 
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through  the  barrel  are  different.  The  C£ 
shaft  looks  more  massive  and  appears 
be  counterbalanced.  Local  Honda  deai 
have  never  seen  one  like  it.  Can  anyb< 
tell  me  what  Honda  it  comes  from? 

I  also  have  a  few  engine  parts  fr 
another  oddball.  It  was  a  360°  four-spc 
Honda  450.  One  set  of  points  and  a  crj 
and  cam  set-up  that  made  it  run  just  lil 
305  Dream.  Anybody  familiar  with  i 
one? 

Slater  Davis 
Box  2082 
Elm  Grove,  W. ' 


I  need  help!  A  buddy  of  mine 
recently  given  an  old  Simplex  one-lur 
(with  two  plugs  on  top),  vintage  1930 
We  are  interested  in  a  complete  restt 
tion— the  bike  is  a  beauty— but  we're 
sure  how  to  start.  Who  could  help  us 
this  machine  and  advise  us  on  how 
obtain  any  information  about  parts,  e 
Do  you  know  any  Simplex  collectors  \ 
might  be  of  help? 

David  Bagley 
1610  E.  58th  St 
Tulsa,  Okla.  74 

Back  in  the  early  '70s  a  man  nai 
John  Taylor,  "Yankee  Motor  Com  pa 
started  making  a  monster  dirt  bike  ca 
the  "Yankee  500  Z"  in  Schenectady,  N 

Approximately  V/i  years  ago  I  boi 
one  of  these  extremely  fast,  hand-b 
bikes.  The  few  people  that  know  at 
these  bikes  can't  say  enough  good  thi 
about  them. 

I  am  trying  to  find  out  anything  I 
about  these  machines,  such  as  gettin: 
contact  with  anyone  who  owns  one  (I 
have  two),  so  I  can  find  out  where  to 
parts.  OSSA  dealers  are  few  and  far 
tween  in  California.  Maybe  some 
would  be  interested  in  starting  a  club. 

I  would  also  be  interested  in  getting 
of  your  back  issues,  if  you  ran  any  test 
these  bikes. 

The  only  Yankees  I  have  ever  seen 
the  two  bikes  that  I  have.  I  sure  w<. 
appreciate  any  help  you  could  ot 
Thanks. 

Hank  Bosn 
Redding.  C 
916-244-24( 
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Ci 


I NTRODUCI NG 

THE  ALL  NEVy  4-WHEEL  DRIVE  TRUC 

SE 


Toyota's  new  4-wheel  drive  truck.  The  only  4x4  that  gives  you  all 
this.  Practical  size.  Toyota  quality.  And  Toyota's  30  years  of 
experience  building  the  Land  Cruiser,  one  of  the  toughest 
4-wheel  drive  vehicles  going.  Good  reasons  why  we  call 
the  new  4-wheel  drive  truck  the  Son-of-a-Toyota  Land 
Cruiser. 

Now,  a  maneuverable  4x4. 

The  Toyota  4-wheel  drive 
truck  is  trim,  agile.  And  those  sensible 
dimensions  pay  off  on  narrow  trails. 
You'll  go  on  ahead  when  others  go  back  home. 

Now;  a  well-equipped  4x4,  Toyota's  new  4-wheel  drive  Sport  Truck  has 
full  carpeting,  AM/FM  radio,  locking  front  hubs,  and  full  instrumentation- 
standard.  Tilt  steering  wheel  and  power  steering  are  available  options. 


How,  a  tough  4x4.  The  2.2  liter  overhead  cam  engine  pumps  out  power  Drop 
the  transfer  case  into  "low"  for  tractor-like  torque  to  climb  a  boulder- 
strewn  path.  Tough.  That's  Toyota's  new  4-wheel  drive  truck. 
It's  available  in  3  models— Deluxe  Truck,  Sport  Truck,  and 

a  special  Black  Package  Truck  (all 
the  options  listed  above  as 
standard,  and  more). 


Sling  lovi 


Meet  our  newest  Low 
Slinger,  the  GS-425L. 

As  you  can  see,  it's  a 
thing  oi  beauty.  Thanks  to 
beautiful  things  like:  Pull- 
back  handlebars,  extended 
torks,  plush  step  saddle  and 
chopped  megaphone 
pipes. 

Also  beautiful  is  its  gas- 
squeezing  4-stroke  twin 
engine,  nimble-handling 
suspension  and  smooth- 
stopping  front  disc  brake. 

The  GS-425L.  How 
sweet  it  is. 


1^1 


/ 


It. 


kide  sulely  woai  a  helmol,  oyo  pioloction  and  appiopiiate  riding  appaiel  Member  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation\ 


iweet  chariot, 


X 


4. 


SUZUKI 


Suzuki.  The  performer. 
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i  V  hen  we  first  heard  that  "60  Min- 
utes"  had  sent  a  crew  to  visit  the 
^■Mojave  Desert  and  do  a  story 
x\  off-road  recreation,  we  were  pleased 
hopeful.  "60  Minutes"  is  probably  the 

known  and  most  respected  television 
;rani  in  the  U.S.  The  men  who  write, 
:t  and  produce  it  have  good  reputa- 
>.  And  because  this  magazine  is  part  of 
1  Publishing  and  "60  Minutes"  is  done 
rBS  Television,  we  even  felt  some 
e.  The  TV  people  and  magazine  peo- 
ire  part  of  the  same  family, 
irns  out  the  relationship  was  distant, 
telephoned  the  "60  Minutes"  offices 
offered  our  help.  Some  of  the  people 

have  been  riding  and  racing  in  the 
;rt  for  years.  We  know  something 
jt  the  terrain  and  the  people  and  the 
liem. 

ur  calls  were  not  returned.  We  were 
hopeful.  The  desert  clubs  had  been 
d  by  the  film  crews  and  the  club  guys 
the  TV  guys  seemed  okay.  They  en- 
J  the  races  and  several  of  them  even 
d  if  they  could  come  back  and  learn 


how  to  ride.  Looked  like  fun,  the 
club  riders  were  told. 

Then  the  segment  appeared  on  the  tube. 

What  we  got  goes  under  the  trade  name 
of  Impact  Journalism. 

What  we  got  began  with  pictures  of  cars 
and  trucks  and  trailers  loaded  with  bikes 
and  buggies,  bumper  to  bumper  on  their 
way  to  the  wilderness. 

Then  we  got  film  of  bikes  racing;  row  on 
row,  flying  through  the  air  and  toward  the 
cameras,  dust  clouds  in  all  directions.  We 
got  pictures  of  motorcycles  hurtling  up 
hills,  rocks  flying  in  all  directions.  We  were 
shown  ruts  in  the  hillsides,  tracks  across  the 
desert  floor,  bushes  ripped  apart  by  tires. 
We  even  got  the  famous  aerial  view  of  an 
ancient  artifact  destroyed  by  tire  tracks. 

We  heard  from  landowners  whose 
homes  had  been  vandalized.  We  were  told 
about  rowdies  and  thugs.  There  was  an 
elderly  woman  afraid  to  live  in  her  desert 
home.  There  was  a  man  who  never  thought 
he  could  feel  such  anger  as  he  feels  toward 
the  motorized  RV  crowd.  We  were  told  of 
bikers  who  chase  rabbits  until  the  crea- 


tures' hearts  literally  burst. 
Ecologists  and  officials  told 
us  of  the  threat  to  the  wildlife 
in  the  area. 

But— "60  Minutes"  would  surely  point 
out— the  program  contained  what's  known 
as  opposing  viewpoints.  Time  was  pro- 
vided for  the  American  Motorcyclist  Asso- 
ciation. There  were  film  clips  of  the  riders 
themselves,  giving  their  side  of  the  story. 

We  can't  say  the  program  didn't  have 
facts.  Only  a  few  words,  specifically  refer- 
ence to  the  Barstow  to  Vegas  ride  as  a  race, 
which  it  wasn't,  could  be  argued  factually. 
The  program  wasn't  inaccurate.  Or  false. 
Instead,  it  was  unfair. 
Impact  Journalism  is  where  you  select 
the  exciting  parts. 

One  flattened  bush  is  more  exciting  than 
several  million  acres  of  bushes  that  haven't 
been  flattened.  One  frightened  woman  has 
more  drama  than,  say,  a  woman  who  lives 
in  the  desert  because  she  likes  to  ride  bikes. 
Pictures  of  damaged  heritage  are  box  of- 
fice. Announcing  that  the  fence  around  the 
artifact  was  donated  by  off-road  enthusi-> 
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asts  is.  well.  dull. 

"60  Minutes"  showed  us  the  shocking 
side  of  a  problem.  They  didn't  show  us  the 
plodding  side  of  the  solution,  the  scores  of 
people;  bikers,  drivers,  government 
groups,  working  to  balance  the  rteeds  of  a 
recreation-minded  public  against  a  shrink- 
ing outdoors. 

They  didn't  lie  about  us.  They  told  some 


of  the  truth,  the  sensational  side  of  the 
truth  and  enough  of  the  truth  to  make  the 
truth  into  entertainment. 

A  few  hundred  thousand  ofT-roaders 
.saw  the  show,  and  know  who  did  what  to 
whom.  While  millions  of  people  who  don't 
use  the  woods  and  have  never  seen  a  desert 
saw  the  show  and  now  think  they  know 
what  we're  like. 


DIESEL  CYCLE 


AROUND  THE  WORLD  IN  79  DAYS 


With  only  six  months  experience  rid- 
ing motorcycles,  Ernest  O'Gaffney 
decided  "I'd  like  to  see  my  name  in  a 
record  book."  So  he  hitched  a  Cycle  Kamp 
trailer  behind  his  Kawasaki  KZIOOO  and 
headed  from  New  York's  Empire  State 
Building  to  the  Empire  State  Building— by 
way  of  Europe,  the  Mid-East.  Asia  and 
acro.ss  the  U.S. 

He  left  November  27.  1978  and  returned 
February  15.  1979  in  the  middle  of  a 
snowstorm.  It  wasn't  the  only  snow  he  rode 
through. 

"1  was  in  snow  from  London  to 
Afghanistan;  and  thereafter  mostly  just 
cold.  In  Russia,  with  the  chill  factor,  it  was 
equivalent  to  60  below  zero."  he  said. 

About  60  percent  of  his  riding  was  on 
paved  roads,  including  some  of  the  fastest 
highways  in  the  world  through  Europe.  But 
the  rest  included  everything. 

"There  was  one  road  in  Turkey  com- 
posed entirely  of  eight-  to  ten-inch  boul- 


ders. Big  semis  were  parked  all  along  the 
way  with  broken  axles  and  frames.  I  could 
only  go  five  miles  at  a  stretch  before  stop- 
ping in  complete  exhaustion." 

O'Gaffney  claims  to  be  the  first  Ameri- 
can to  enter  China  by  road  since  1948.  and 
the  first  ever  on  a  motorcycle.  After  enter- 
ing, however,  the  Chinese  had  a  change  of 
heart  and  ordered  him  to  turn  around  and 
leave.  He  also  says  he's  the  first  American 
to  enter  Burma  by  road  since  1954. 

Exactly  how  far  O'Gaffney  rode  isn't 
known  because  his  odometer  broke  along 
the  way.  He  estimates  land  mileage  at 
35.000.  Additional  mileage  accumulated 
as  the  rig  was  shipped  over  oceans.  With 
the  trip  finished.  O'Gaffney  filed  for  seven 
new  world  records  with  the  publishers  of 
"The  Guiness  Book  of  Records." 

"If  it  weren't  for  the  political  troubles  in 
Iran,"  he  said,  "I  could  have  done  it  in  15 
days  less." 


Yc^.  iliere  really  is  ;i  diesel-powt 
motorcycle.  Powered  by  a  200cc  ( 
man  Farymann  diesel  engine,  the  I 
slung  diesel  cycle  can  hit  25  mph  with 
3.5  horsepower  Single  clattering  along 
maximum  speed  of  3000  rpm.  Engii 
Fritz  Hochhut  has  a  private  collectioi 
old  motorcycles,  cars  and  engines, 
wasn't  content  until  he  designed 
world's  first  diesel-powered  cycle. 
Farymann  diesel  is  usually  an  indus 
powerplant,  used  in  lifts,  generators 
boats.  Hochhut  is  shown  on  his  creat 
which  has  had  a  soundproofing  covei 
moved  to  show  the  mighty  diesel.  The 
economy  should  be  amazing. 

SAFETYCYCLES 
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Those  wonderful  people  who  deci 
that  tricycles  could  go  too  fast, 
U.S.  Consumer  Product  Safety  Comi 
sion,  have  been  asked  by  two  doctor 
place  controls  on  minibikes.  minicyi 
and  all  off-road  motorcycles.  Before  n 
ing  a  decision  about  regulations,  the  CI 
has  contracted  for  a  "study  on  hui 
factors  analysis  of  accidents  involving  i 
wheeled  off-road  vehicles."  If  the  CI 
finds  that  off-road  bikes  are,  in  fact,  un< 
our  motorcycles  could  be  changed  as  m 
as  tricycles  have  been  changed. 


Over  a  year  ago  the  EPA  began  a  s 
of  public  hearings  on  proposed  i 
limits  for  motorcycles.  The  EPA  prof 
was  very  stringent,  so  stringent  that 
large  displacement  air-cooled  Twins  c 
never  hope  to  meet  the  standard.  To 
port  the  arbitrary  numbers  the  EPA  sc 
uled  one  of  the  three  public  hearings  i 
retirement  community  of  St.  Peterst 
Florida,  and  contracted  with  local  pc 


30/CYCLE  WORLD 


CAN-AM  NEWS 


iggest  news  at  ihe  Can-Am  factory  in 
Valcourt.  Quebec  when  a  group  of 
)rcycle  journalists  visited  the  facility 
vinter  was  the  development  of  a  500cc 
■stroke  Single. 

working  prototype  has  been  built  at 
jurt.  but  it  was  in  Florida  when  the 
irs  were  in  Quebec.  Blueprints  of  the 
le,  designed  by  Rotax  of  Austria  to 
Am  specifications,  were  casually  lying 
table  in  the  styling  department  when 
ditors  toured  Can-Am's  R&D  depart- 

I.  The  engine  will  be  an  oversquare. 
.  four-valve  with  the  cam  driven  by  a 
led  belt  instead  of  a  more  conven- 
il  chain.  The  single  cam  will  operate 
valves  via  rocker  arms.  Two  exhaust 
;  and  two  exhaust  pipes  will  be  used, 
first  prototype  has  produced  38  bhp  at 
countershaft,  but  the  engine  is  ex- 
:d  to  produce  around  40  bhp  when  it  is 
duced  in  the  fall  of  1980.  Maximum 
:r.  if  the  engine  is  developed,  is  esti- 
d  to  be  around  45. 

ke  the  Honda  500cc  four-stroke,  the 
■Am  engine  will  have  a  counter- 
icer.  but  the  Can-Am  balancer  will  be 
n  by  a  gear,  rather  than  a  chain, 
luse  the  counterbalancer  fits  quite 
ly  to  the  crankshaft,  there  is  very  little 
tional  size  needed  in  the  crankcase  for 
lalancer. 

le  first  prototype  used  a  crankcase 
lined  out  of  solid  aluminum,  resulting 
heavy  and  not-production-looking 
le.  It  was  also  heavy.  Still,  the  pro- 
•e  500cc  enduro  bike  weighed  in  at  just 
280  lb.  dry.  according  to  Can-Am. 
final  motorcycle  should  weigh  250  lb. 
or  about  20  lb.  less  than  Honda's 
00. 

ound  the  engine  will  be  a  conven- 
1  single  downtube.  cradle-type  frame, 
ension  components  should  be  similar 
ther  Can-Ams.  meaning  Marzocchi 
forks,  but  the  shocks  won't  neces- 
/  be  Girlings.  Can-Am  will  most  likely 
Dhlins  on  the  rear  of  next  year's  new 
)crosser.  the  MX-6.  and  could  use  the 
ns  on  the  four-stroke  enduro.  Even  the 
^occhis  are  new.  Prototype  MX-6  mo- 
issers  had  new  air/spring  Marzocchis 

I I .  8  in.  of  travel.  All-new  internals  are 
to  have  less  compression  damping 
current  models. 


Current  plans  call  for  introducing  a 
street  version  of  the  four-stroke  in  1981. 
Another  street  bike,  described  as  being  a 
Multi.  no  more  than  370  lb.,  between  700 
and  900cc,  having  a  low  center  of  gravity, 
and  lots  of  power  is  being  designed  now.  It 
will  be  another  year  before  the  engine 
configuration  is  known  and  final  plans  for 
the  big  bike  are  made. 

Details  of  next  year's  MX  and  Qualifier 


cnduros  have  been  worked  out.  ho\\e\er. 
Most  exciting  of  the  models  will  be  the 
MX-6  500.  Not  a  real  500cc.  it  will  be  a 
400cc  version  of  the  present  370.  but  it  is 
said  to  produce  50  bhp.  So  as  not  to 
humble  the  suspension,  the  new  Marzoc- 
chis in  front  will  be  mated  to  Ohiins  in  the 
rear,  both  with  nearly  12  in.  travel. 

Can-Am  will  abandon  the  oil  injection 
on  all  models  next  year,  but  the  large 
diameter  backbone  frame  will  remain— 
with  a  difference.  Two  small  scoops,  one  on 
either  side  of  the  steering  head,  are  welded 
on.  funneling  air  from  behind  the  front 
number  plate  through  the  frame  and  into 
an  airbox  sealed  by  the  seat.  By  drawing  air 
in  from  the  front  of  the  frame  there  is  more 
room  between  the  seat  and  the  rear  tire  so 
the  increased  travel  rear  suspension 
doesn't  need  any  higher  seat  height.  Can- 
Am  R&D  people  claim  the  new  intake 
system  improves  power.  The  frame  is  oth- 
erwise changed  by  a  new  rear  hub  which 
moves  the  brake  rod  from  the  left  to  the 
righthand  side  of  the  motorcycle,  getting 
rid  of  the  brake  lever  crossover  and  saving 
3  lb. 

With  the  370cc  being  expanded  to  a 
404cc  which  is  being  sold  as  a  500.  the  250 
will  remain  and  be  expanded  to  288  which 
will  be  sold  as  a  350.  The  175  will  remain 
the  smallest  Can-Am. 


SOUND  OF  SILENCE 


•um  up  support  for  motorcycle  noise 
rols. 

lings  didn't  exactly  work  out  as  they 
planned  by  the  ER^.  Most  of  the 
ic  testimony  received  by  the  ER^  op- 
d  the  regulations.  Then  there  were 
rences  of  opinion  within  the  ranks  and 
:ct  Coordinator  Scott  Edwards  left  for 
her  job  within  the  federal  bureau- 
leaving  a  besieged  Hank  Thomas 


holding  the  bag  of  complaints.  A  final 
recommendation  from  the  EPA  was  due 
the  first  part  of  this  year,  but  in  testimony 
before  the  House  subcommittee  on  trans- 
portation and  commerce.  EPA  Assistant 
Administrator  David  Hawkins  told  the 
congressmen  a  final  recommendation 
would  be  delayed  at  least  a  year. 

The  delay  is  both  good  news  and  bad.  It 
means  the  products  consumers  want  to  buy 


won't  be  affected  as  soon.  Now  the  EPA 
estimates  the  proposed  regulations  would 
cost  consumers  $224  million  per  year,  up 
from  the  original  $200  million.  But  it  also 
means  the  manufacturers  can't  begin  de- 
signing equipment  to  standards  that 
haven't  been  delivered  when  promised. 

Wonder  what  the  EPA  would  do  if  mo- 
torcycle manufacturers  missed  their  sched- 
ule by  the  same  amount  as  EPA?  D 
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IT  DOESN'T  HAVE  TO  BE  A 
FORD  TO  on  THE  MOST  OUT  01 
AUTOUTE  SPARK  PLUGS. 


You  probably  know  that  Autolite  makes  plugs  for 
Ford  cars. 

But  if  you're  into  things  that  move  on  two 
wheels,  you  may  not  know  that  Autolite  makes 
the  same  high  efficiency  plugs  for  just  about 
every  bike  ever  made,  American  or 
imported. 

So  if  you're  into  something  as  hairy 
as  a  Suzuki  RM  400  or  as  undemanding 
as  an  Indian  Mini  Mini,  you  won't  have 
far  to  ride  to  find  good  plugs. 


Fram  and  Autolite  are  Bendix  Companies 
Fram  Corporation.  Providence.  Rhode  Island  02916 


Ci 


b  racing  class  is 
:  popular  or  more 
petitive  than  125 
across.  At  the  top 
le  scale,  the  facto- 
field  professional 
IS.  battling  it  out 

I    exotic    works  '  ,. 

s  and  top  riders 
world  and  na- 
il titles.  At  the  entry  level.  125  moto- 
i  is. the  logical  starting  place  for  the 
ig  rider  who  wants  to  take  his  first  shot 
al  racing.  In  between,  at  every  moto- 
i  track  on  earth,  there  are  scores  of 
ig  riders  of  all  skill  and  financial  levels, 
ig  125  because  it's  close  racing  at  (for 
ig)  reasonable  cost, 
lis  has  brought  out  the  best  in  ma- 
ery.  Because  the  competition  is  close, 
because  125  MX  is  the  best  selling 
petition  class,  the  factories  have  been 
ing  improvements  as  they  go.  Every 
.  ;ind  sometimes  durinc  the  vear.  we 


see  a  constant  stream  of  more  power, 
stronger  frames,  increased  wheel  travel, 
sophisticated  suspensions. 

Better  bikes,  in  short.  And  a  class  in 
which  the  diflferences  are  small.  Winning 
sells,  so  it  has  come  to  pass  that  all  the  125 
motocross  machines  are  good.  Perhaps  by 
chance,  the  four  major  makers  this  year 
have  come  out  with  competitive  mounts, 
some  new  and  some  improved. 

So  125  motocross  is  a  natural  class  for  a 
group  test,  which  is  what  follows. 

When  we  laid  the  initial  ground  rules  we 
felt  it  only  fair  to  invite  all  the  U.S.  import- 
ers offering  125s.  Thus,  our  test  wouldn't 
be  a  comparison  of  machines  from  one 
country,  but  a  cross  section  of  machines 
available  to  the  public. 

Calls  were  made  extending  an  invitation 
to  compete,  then  follow-up  calls  were 
made.  Some  manufacturers  were  invited 
as  many  as  five  times.  When  the  first  day  of 
testing  rolled  around  we  had  four  I25cc 
motoerossers.  all  from  .lapanese  firms. 


Since  the  mass-produced  125s  probably 
account  for  85  percent  of  new  sales  of  125s. 
the  test  is  still  worthwhile,  but  participa- 
tion from  a  couple  of  the  European 
more  manufacturers  would  have  added 
flavor. 

As  mentioned.  125  is  popular  at  all  rider 
levels.  To  best  compare  and  evaluate  the 
entries,  we  used  six  test  riders  rated  on  as 
wide  a  skill  level  as  there  is  in  actual  racing. 

Top  of  the  class  was  Steve  Bauer,  a  CW 
contributor  who  is  usually  the  rider  in  our 
motocross  test  photos.  He's  a  full-time 
professional,  running  the  national  circuit 
this  year  under  the  DG  banner.  With  him 
came  a  college  student  who  races  his  own 
125,  three  high  school  racers  rated  expert, 
intermediate  and  novice,  and  a  16-year- 
old  who's  been  riding  since  he  was  10  but 
has  never  raced. 

The  first  lesson  learned  here  was  that 
125  motocross  mounts  are  real  racing 
bikes.  They  are  highly  tuned.  They  need 
constant  maintenance.  The  power  bands. 


gear  ratios.  suspensiDn  settiiiiiN.  etc.  are 
dictated  by  the  demands  of  motocro.ss 
racing.  Thev  are  suited  to  young  and  agile 
riders.  preferabK  as  light  as  possible. 
(With  a  200  lb.  bike.  thc^2.>  lb.  rider  has 
an  advantage  over  the  185  lb.  man  that  no 
tuning  skill  can  overcome.) 

The  125s  are  demanding  to  ride.  Our 
beginner  has  countless  hours  on  enduro 
and  trail  bikes.  He's  done  play  races  with 
his  pals  on  their  trail  bikes,  and  he's  a 
match  for  them.  But  when  he  went  out  on  a 
track,  on  a  racing  bike  against  tither  racing 
bikes  ridden  by  guys  who've  raced  before, 
thev  went  past  him  so  fast  he  couldn't 
believe  it. 

"Too  sl<)w."he  saitl.  '"Not  the  bike.  Me.  1 
can't  keep  up  with  those  guys." 

Perfectly  normal,  we  assured  him.  C  ou- 
ple  hi>urs  on  the  track  and  you'll  pick  it  up. 

But.  Keep  in  mind  fi>r  the  comments 
that  follow:  First,  a  125  motocrosser  is  not 
a  trail  bikeora  pla\  bike,  li'ssuiled  for  one 


place,  the  track.  For  any  other  use.  an 
enduro  model  will  work  better. 

Second,  no  matter  how  good  you  arc  in 
the  woods,  unless  xnu're  the  Bob  Hannah 
of  Tonmrum.  e\en  the  novices  uill  likeh 
lea\c  you  in  the  dust  for  your  tirst  few 
races. 

I  hese  are  serious  motorcycles. 

HONDA  CR125R 

When  Honda  intn>duced  the  CR125 
back  in  the  early  seventies,  people  were 
awed  with  their  trickness.  The  little 
Llsinores  soon  ruled  the  125  motocross 
class  and  demand  was  unbelievable.  As  the 
years  rolled  b\.  Honda  seemed  content 
with  mini>r  updates  each  new  model  \ear 
until  it  became  almost  impossible  to  sell  a 
(  RI25.  The  Su/uki  RM125  ollered  a  bike 
with  more  modern  suspension  and  the 
class  changed  from  red  bikes  to  vellow 
ones. 


For  I97y  Honda  oilers  an  all-new 
motocrosser  called  the  FIsinore  C  R12r 
Like  its  250cc  big  brother,  the  R  siand^ 
replica,  meaning  it  is  similar  to  Hou  r 
125  factorv  racers.  Naturally  the  new  br 
basher  is  bright  red.  even  the  engme. 

The  'R'  has  1 1.0  inches  of  travel  at  d 
wheels  and  will  surelv  eliminate  the 
gest  cimiplaint  racers  voiced  about  the  ■ 
■R'  lack  of  wheel  travel,  f  orks  .ire  iul 
ing-axle  type  with  good  accordion  b.r 
protecting  37mm  stanchion  tubes  andi. 
triple  clamps  have  double  pinth  b-r 
.Shocks  arc  air/oil  and  mounted  in  a 
down  position. 

Wheel  hubs  are  a  conical  design  andj 
rear  has  the  drive  sprocket  and  brako; 
the  same  side.  Smalli.sh  spokes  lace  ; 
hubs  to  aluminum  rims  and  Bridgesi- 
tires  with  a  tread  pattern  designedL 
Honda.  I  he  rear  is  an  IS  in.,  the  front  . 
in. 

The  1 25  frame  looks  like  a  250  (  R  fn 
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^an^ha  YZ125f 


fill  has  heen  shrunk:  il  has  a  large,  single 
nnt  ddwnUibe  and  backbone  lhal  lurmsa 
^shape  under  the  seat.  Iriangulation  isn't 
i  good  as  Slime  designs.  I'he  sw  ing  arm  is 
laill  Irom  rectangular  chrome-moK  steel 
jid  pivi>ts  in  needle  bearings. 
1 1  ike  the  rest  ol"  the  bike  the  engine  is 
impletel\  new.  Center  cases  and  outside 
/vers  are  small  and  form  lilting,  the  coun- 
iTshaft  sprocket  is  placed  close  to  the 
i  ing  arm  pivot.  Ihe  radial-lin  head  de- 
i^n  has  most  ol'  the  lins  originating  from 
'jc  center.  Since  most  of  the  heat  is  gener- 
sd  at  the  center  of  the  head,  it  seems 
!gical  for  the  lins  to  begin  at  the  source.  A 
ngie  ring  piston  rides  in  the  chrome-lined 
Hinder.  Ihe  piston  has  an  arched  rear 
liirt  so  fuel  can  begin  lilling  the  lower  end 
I  demand.  The  piston  has  a  U>ng  skirt  so 
■je  arch  doesn't  shorten  piston  life  or  allow 
•xk. 

\  A  32mm  Keihin  carburetor  feeds  fuel  to 
ireed  caize  that  holds  si\  stainless  steel 


petals.  Ihe  rod  contains  needle  bearings 
top  and  bottom  and  big  main  bearings  are 
used.  1  he  clutch  basket  is  sht)ck  protected 
with  coil  springs  and  primar\  dri\c  is  b\ 
straiiiht-cut  near. 

I  he  newest  RIsinore  is  loaded  with  nice- 
tics:  six-speed  transmission,  full-lloating 
rear  brake,  aluminum  chain  rollers,  alumi- 
num kick  start  and  shift  levers  and  soft 
grips. 

Plastic  parts  on  the  C  R  are  flexible  and 
well  finished.  The  front  fender  works  well 
but  the  rear  is  a  little  too  short  for  good 
mud  protection.  StrangeK.  I  IM-legal  side 
number  plates  aren't  furnished.  I  his  ap- 
parent oversight  somehow  gives  the  new 
bike  an  outdated  look. 

Like  the  Kawasaki,  the  CR  doesn't  feel 
like  a  small  motorcvcle.  With  a  seat  height 
of  .'^7.2  in.  and  a  w  heclbase  of  56  in.  it  is  a 
large  machine.  Weight  is  209  lbs.  with  a 
hall  tank  of  ga.s.  We  weighed  it  twice 
because  no  one  believed  il  could  weich 


that  much.  It  hxiks  lighter  than  the  com- 
petition but  is  the  lieav  icst  of  our  four  test 
bikes. 

SUZUKI  RMI25N 

lor  the  past  few  vears  the  .Su/uki 
RM12.'^  has  enjovcd  the  distinction  of 
being  ihc  125  motocrosser.  Il  has  been 
updated  yearly  and  for  '79  it  is  mostly  new. 
Past  model  designations  have  been  labeled 
with  letters:  first  the  'A',  then  the  'B'  and 
last  vear  the  "C".  Seems  logical  for  the  1979 
version  to  be  called  a  'D'  but  Su/uki  chose 
to  call  it  the  'N'.  their  way  t>f  telling  the 
buving  public  the  new  bike  is  radically 
new. 

Like  its  larger  brothers,  the  little  RM 
sports  leading  axle  forks  with  11.2  in.  of 
travel  and  .^Smm  stanchion  tubes.  They 
have  air  caps  and  otfer  adjustabilitv  by 
changing  oil  weight,  volume  and  air 
pressure. 
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riic  rear  suspension  has  1 1  in.  travel. 
Shocks  are  remote  reservoir  KYB  jobs  in  a 
radical  lay  dow  n.  mid  swing  arm  position. 

I  he  beautiful  extruded  aluminum 
swing  arm  (also  like  big  brother's)  is 
strongly  cross-braced  and  pivi>ts  in  needle 
bearings. 

Even  the  chRmie-moly  steel  frame  is 
new.  Steering  rake  measures  30°  on  the 
works  look-alike. 

The  RM  engine  uses  a  piston  port/case 
reed  induction  system.  1  his  allows  mild 
porting  for  good  low-end  response  and 
added  fuel  from  the  reed  for  top-end 
power.  A  .st)lid  skirt,  two-ring  piston  can  be 
used  with  this  type  design,  since  fuel 
dumps  directls  intt>  the  crank  ca\ity.  Be- 
cause the  pisti>n  isn't  arched  or  ported,  it 


should  last  longer. 

A  steel  lined  cylinder  is  still  used  and 
several  rebores  are  possible.  Porting  has 


changed  only  slightl)  from  last  year.  The 
high  pipe  has  al.so  been  redesigned  to 
improve  torque.  Ignition  is  CDI  and  car- 
bureti(.>n  is  via  a  32mm  Mikuni.  The  v\  hole 
package  is  compact  and  the  c\)untershaft 
sprocket  is  rear-set. 

The  chain  is  well  cared  for  by  a  conven- 
tional chain  guide,  front  mounted  chain 
tensioner.  and  a  plastic  ri)ller  mounted  on 
lop  of  the  aluminum  arm. 

All  plastic  parts  are  new  for  "79:  fenders 
are  longer.  \s  ider  and  deeper.  Tank  shape  is 
redesigned  to  make  sliding  forward  easier 
and  the  side  number  plates  are  rear-set. 

Hand  levers  and  throttle  are  about  the 


only  things  unchanged  from  "78.  Tl' 
work  okay  but  aren't  as  good  as  the  dL 
legged  ones  Yamaha  uses.  Handlel; 
shape  is  (latter  and  they  are  painted  a  n 
silver. 

f'oot  pegs  ha\e  been  a  weak  spot  on  pj 
RMs.  The  "N"  has  good  cast  steel  pegs  tl 
won't  start  to  droop  after  a  few  races.  Tl' 
have  a  large  bearing  surface,  extra  he.? 
return  springs  and  a  fine  saw-tooth  tojq 

A  new  steel  brake  pedal  is  routed  beh  r 
the  foot  peg  and  operates  a  rod  instead  o 
cable.  Forget  about  li>st  kick  starter  leve'- 
the  problem  has  finally  been  cured.  T 
unit  now  completelv  circles  the  kick  sH 
and  a  6mm  boll  threads  into  the  sH 
center.  Too  bad  the\  didn't  put  some  rai  i 
ridges  on  the  part  that  contacts  the  be 
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— it's  still  smooth  and  slipperv 
i»re.  Inexcusable. 

rihe  new  RM125  looks  like  a  larger 
fxircvcle  than  before  but  doesn't  feel  as 
3e  as  the  KX  and  CR.  Bars  that  are 
row  and  low  gi\e  the  illusion  vvheel- 
?  and  seat  height  are  almost  the  same  as 
•JKX. 

MAHA  YZ125 

ihe  Yamaha  YZI25  has  been  a  popular 
•  since  its  introduction  in  1975.  For  '79 
ny  mechanical  changes  have  taken 
):e.  Styling  has  also  changed:  rear-set 
plates  and  yellow  fork  boots  tell  the 
jipective  bu\er  it  is  new.  but  it  doesn't 
:  as  new  as  the  Honda,  the  Kawasaki. 


or  the  Suzuki.  The  shape  of  the  plastic  gas 
tank,  although  a  pleasant  design,  doesn't 
match  the  works  look  of  the  other  three. 

Yamaha  claims  a  20  percent  increase  in 
horsepower  and  a  broader  power  band  for 
the  "79  YZI25.  What  they  don't  tell  is  the 
actual  horsepower  figures.  .\  radial-tinned 
head  with  a  centered  spark  plug  rides  on  a 
steel  lined  cylinder.  Steel  liners  add  weight 
but  allow  for  reboring  due  to  wear  or  a 
mechanical  mishap.  Yamaha  lists  four 
oversize  pistons  for  the  125.  Ihe  piston 
u.ses  two  thin  rings  and  Yamaha  recom- 
mends replacing  them  every  two  races.  The 
rear  of  the  piston  has  an  arched  skirt  so  the 
four-petal  steel  reeds  can  start  dumping 
fuel  into  the  crankcase  on  command.  .An 
arched  piston  doesn't  interfere  with  fuel 


flow  like  one  that  simply  has  ports  in  it.  but 
the  arched  one  doesn't  have  much  skirt  left 
either  Piston  rock  is  controlled  h\  two 
small  edges  of  the  piston  skirt. 

Engine  ca.ses  are  tightly  shaped  around 
the  large  clutch,  full-circle  crank  and  close- 
ratio  six-speed  lransmissii)n.  Ihe  coun- 
tershaft sprocket  is  placed  rearward  and 
sits  close  to  the  sw  ing  arm  pi\i>t.  Ignition  is 
naturally  C  DI  and  carburetion  is  by  a 
.'?2mm  Mikuni.  fhe  primar\  kick  start 
lever  pedal  has  rai.sed  cast-in  ridges. 

A  wishbone  downtube.  chrome-moly 
steel  frame  surrounds  the  little  powerplant. 
As  before,  a  large  backbone  tube  doubles 
as  frame  member  and  home  f4)r  yet  an- 
other new  design  monoshock. 

I  he  new  shock  has  a  ribbed  body  and 
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damping  can  be  adjusted  with  a  flat  blade 
strewdriver  through  a  hole  just  under  the 
front  of  the  tank.  Spring  preload  i»  also 
ddjustahic  hut  sh<Kk  removal  is  required. 
Yamaha  offers  a  .suffer  and  softer  spring  as 
an  option  for  riders  who  feel  a  difTerent 
spring  rate  would  help  them. 

Swing  arm  material  is  box-section  alu- 
minum and  thick  plastic  blocks  protect  it 
from  chain  damage.  The  chain  guide  also 
has  a  thick  pla.stic  liner  and  the  unit  is 
placed  close  to  the  rear  sprocket.  A  station- 
ary roller  controls  chain  tension. 

The  rear  hub  is  conical  and  carries  a  rod 
operated,  full-floating  brake. 

Forks  are  leading-axle  air/oil  Kayabas 
with  9.8  in.  of  travel.  Triple  clamps  have 
double  pinch  bolts  and  the  top  one  has 
rear-set  bar  clamps,  making  fork  mainte- 
nance easier  and 


providing  room 
for  height 
adjustmeni 


of  the  36mm  fork  stanchion  tubes 

A  comfortable  seat  and  large  plastic 
fenders  pamper  the  rider  and  make  long 
outings  enjoyable  The  monoshcKk  design 
makes  for  a  machine  that  is  very  narrow  in 
the  mid-section  below  the  seat  and  moving 
around  on  the  bike  is  easy  as  a  result. 

The  I25YZ  has  a  "smaller  than  the 
rest."  feel  to  it,  but  comparative  measure- 
ments don't  back  this  up.  The  YZ's  seat 
height  is  only  0.5  in.  lower  than  the  Ka- 
wasaki and  Suzuki.  Handlebar  width  is  the 
same  as  the  Honda,  and  most  other  mea- 
surements are  close.  Maybe  the  flat  lop 
tank  shape  is  responsible  for  the  smaller 
feel.  Everyone  in  the  oflfice  played  the 
"guess  which  one  is  lightest"  game.  No  one 
picked  the  YZ.  Guess  what,  the  YZ  is  the 
lightest  of  the  four,  weighing  in  at  200  lb. 
with  a  half  tank  of  fuel. 


Kawasaki  introduced  the  KXI2S  last 
year.  It  was  probably  the  best  "first  year 
125"  ever,  but  gtxKJ  as  it  was.  the  KX 
couldn't  quite  match  the  Suzuki  RMI25. 

For  1979  the  KX  has  been  given  more 
than  a  face  lift;  almost  all  measurements 
are  diflrrent.  The  biggesi  change  is 
wheel  base,  up  almost  two  inches  from 
the  '78  mtnJel.  With  a  wheelbase  of 
56.8  in.  the  125  KX  can  t  be 
considered  a  small  bike. 


and  it  doesn't  feel  small;  more  like  dim 
ing  aboard  u  250.  Most  of  the  increases 
wheelba.se  is  a  result  of  a  longer  alumin  r 
swing  arm.  The  arm  has  been  lengthen: 
without  changing  the  relationship  of  Um 
shock  mount  and  axle,  that  is,  it  has  btc 
lengthened  between  the  pivot  and 
lower  shock  mount.  With  this  come  lonr 
shocks,  mounted  at  more  of  an  angje.  T 
new  arm  and  longer  shocks  give  added  n 
w heel  travel,  from  8.5  in.  last  year  ta \0.t, 
'79. 

Fork  travel  has  al.so  grown  0.8  n. 
now  measures  9.8  in.  Although  travel 
increased,  engagement  hasn't  de^eav 
Rather  than  simply  pull  the  stanchion  tu! 
out  of  the  lower  casting,  gaining  travel  a 
losing  engagement.  Kawasaki  cho^  toe 
tain  over  5.5  in.  of  engagement  aind  o 
new  lower  legs.  The  new  casiin 
extended  bottoms,  allowing  the  s 
tube  another  0.8  in.  of  travel.  I 
expensive  way  to  increase  trave 
the  right  way. 


specifications  chart  and  that  makes  the  KX 
just  about  $100  more  expensive  than  the 
other  three  bikes. 

NOTES 

As  usual  with  a  group  test  of  racing 
machines,  the  main  features  of  each  entry 
are  similar;  two-stroke  Singles,  reed  valves, 
use  of  lightweight  components  and  tech- 
niques to  save  all  the  weight  the  average 
buyer  can  afford.  In  effect,  the  only  major 
differences  within  the  group  are  the  23-in. 
front  wheel  on  the  Honda  and  the  mono- 
shock  rear  suspension  on  the  Yamaha.  A 
quick  glance  at  the  specilications  chart 
shows  test  weights  are  within  9  lb.  For  the 
group,  they're  within  I  percent  of  identical 
weight  distribution,  they  all  have  primary 
kick  start,  chrome-moly  frame  and  oiled 
foam  air  cleaner,  while  none  come  with 
repackable  silencers  or  rebuildable  shocks. 

No  two  tracks  are  the  same,  and  no 
factory  can  predict  what  sort  of  terrain  its 
product  will  be  raced  on.  .so  it's  fair  to 
expect  a  production  bike  built  to  handle 
anything.  Al.so  fair  to  lest  at  the  extremes, 
which  we  did.  Day  One  was  spent  on  a 
rough  track,  an  informal  circuit  built  by 
amateur  racers  and  never  ever  graded  or 
prepared.  It's  hilly  and  packed  with 
whoops  and  ruts  and  there  is  no  straight  to 
speak  of.  Tough  to  ride,  and  a  good  test  of 
suspension. 

The  other  track  is  smooth.  Indian  Dunes 
is  nationally  known  and  carefully  pre- 
pared. It's  Hat  and  fast,  built  on  sandy  soil. 
Nice  place  to  ride,  although  we  .stimetimes 
feel  it's  too  smooth  and  doesn't  test  sus- 
pensions hard  enough.  Good  place  for  this 
group,  though. 

As  a  note  on  the  human  group,  because 
weight  is  important  on  a  light  bike,  it's 
worth  noting  that  the  pro  tips  the  scales  at 
165  lb.  vs  150  for  the  college  rider.  140  for 
the  expert  and  intermediate.  125  for  the 
beginner  and  1 10  for  the  novice. 

Riders  were  sent  out  in  rotation,  to  ride 
fast  laps  for  impressions,  then  back  to  the 
pits  for  de-brieting  and  a  swap  of  mounts. 
The  same  procedure  was  followed  three 
days  later,  at  the  smooth  track.  Then  we 
had  some  races,  but  because  this  is  a  racing 
group  and  winning  is  nearly  everything, 
the  results  will  be  given  later. 

IMPRESSIONS 
Honda: 

The  pro  thought  the  best  part  of  the  CR 
was  the  motor,  which  comes  on  smoothly 
and  gives  good  power.  Easy  to  ride,  he  said. 

The  mid-range  group  liked  most  of  the 
bike.  Bars  and  pegs  and  seat  fine,  they  said, 
and  the  brakes  don't  lock  or  skip.  The  long 
travel  paid  off  on  the  downhills,  as  the  C  R 
kept  in  a  straight  line  even  with  both  ends 
kicking  up  and  down. 

The  younger  two  riders  displayed  the 
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Detail  photos  by  Ron  GC 


I'-TciKc  ol  some  racinj:  experience  and 
se  al  all.  l  iie  novice  repi>rlcd  that  the 
jcanie  out  ofturns  well,  power  just  tine, 
ong  a.s  the  engine  was  kept  within  the 
aer  band.  1  he  beginner  liked  the  C"R 
..  and  found  it  easiest  to  ride  except,  he 
..  thai  the  power  caught  him  bv  sur- 
•X'.  He'd  come  through  the  turn  w  ith  the 
1  ne  rewing  too  slowly,  the  revs  would 
up  and  snap!  there  was  the  power  and 
3e  came  the  front  w  heel,  straight  up.  .A 
ous  bike. 

ill  this  is  fairl\  mild  praise.  The  criti- 
a  of  the  CR  is  more  detailed. 

involves  the  CR"s  23-in.  tire,  or  the 
nda-designed  knobb\  tread,  or  the 
rf>  steering  rake  combined  w  iih  the  long 
I  of  the  big  tire,  or  perhaps  the  frame, 
rhat  shows  up  is  a  handling  diHicult\. 

front 

l^oesn't  have  the  bile  the 
irs  have.  Steering  is  quick,  as  it  should 


be  Willi  the  sleep  forks,  but  the  grip  isn't 
there.  Next,  the  front  w  heel  had  a  wubble. 
The  laster  guvs  noticed  it  under  heavy 
braking,  on  appaniches  to  turns,  which 
means  the  forks  were  compressed  and  the 
rake  al  minimum.  The  bars  jumped  hard 
enough  to  nearly  yank  the  grips  from  the 
rider's  hand.s. 

I  he  heaviest  man  didn't  notice  this.  And 
the  lightest  rider  said  he  had  the  wiggle 
even  when  he  backed  off  on  the  throttle, 
which  wDuld  load  the  front, 

is  a  combination  of  steep 


Our  guess 


rake,  long  travel. 


lots  of  trail  and  long  tire 


)ie  R)ugh  and  on  turns.  The  C  R 
■jel  skates 


footprint.  The  twisting  force  generated  on 
turns  bv  the  tire  against  the  bars  makes  it 
hard  to  keep  the  wheel  straight.  The  wheel- 
base-.second  shortest  of  the  group  helps 
the  CR  in  fast  and  light  turns,  but  doesn't 
resist  reaction  to  the  front  wheel.  Honda 
believes  in  the  big  front  tire,  and  has 
designed  the  CRI25  (and  the  larger  .\Rs 


and  Xl.s)  around  liie  23.  We  are  not  sure 
this  is  good. 

Kawasaki: 

The  K.XI2.'>  has  to  be  scored  as  a  re- 
markable improvemeni.  1  he  pro  fell  right 
at  home,  right  away.  The  KX  is  just  a  bit 
higher  and  longer  and  wider,  .so  it  felt  as  if 
it  was  made  for  a  full-grown  rider. 

Ihe  KX  tires  worked  line  on  both  the 
granite  of  the  rough  track  and  the  mixed 
sand  and  mud  of  the  smooth  track.  Shift- 
ing w  as  just  right,  and  didn't  even  need  the 
clutch.  .Although  wheel  travel  was  third  out 
of  four.  Steve  wasn't  aware  of  any  short- 
comings. The  forks  worked  line  right  from 
the  truck.  .Although  the  sh()cks  felt  too  stiff 
at  first,  they  improved  during  the  first  few- 
hours  of  break-in.  I  he  result  was  suspen- 
sion that  did  its  job  well.  Sort  of  a  surprise, 
in  a  way.  as  we've  become  used  lo  talking 
about  wheel  travel  as  a  goal.  Worth  re-> 
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memberinii  here  thai  nine  or  10  inches  of 
properly  controlled  travel  is  better  than  12 
in.  that  isn't  controlled. 

Much  the  same  on  power.  The  KX  en- 
gine d(K'sn"t  have  any  more  power  than 
average  and  it"s  got  the  normal  number  of 
gears.  But  the  powcrband  and  gear  ratios 
have  been  carcful!\  matched.  .'\t  any 
speed,  if  the  rider  has  the  correct  gear  the 
power  is  there,  ready  when  you  are. 

The  RM-owning  intermediate  said  the 
KX  steered  more  slowly  than  the  .Su/uki. 
the  new  one  or  his  own.  but  added  that  to 
him  that  was  a  plus. 

Three  of  the  riders  said  the  KX  signed 
olT  earlier  than  the  Su/uki  while  the 
Honda  had  more  punch  at  the  Km-end. 
Newer  riders  reported  the  slow  steering 
made  the  KX  hard  to  turn,  and  the  newest 
tester  .said  the  back  end  slid  out  under 
power. 

There  was  something  of  a  graduated 
effect  with  the  KX.  The  larger  (and  pre- 
sumablv  stronger)  riders  liked  the  si/c  and 
had  no  reports  of  control  problems,  w  hile 
as  the  testers  got  younger,  they  said  the 
bars  seemed  wide,  the  grips  too  large,  the 
brakes  hea\y. 

What  all  the  riders  added  was  that  the 
KX  did  evcrvthing  well. 

Suzuki: 

The  reigning  champion  begins  with 
something  of  an  advantage   it's  assumed 
to  be  u.ooii  because  it's  alua\s  been  good 
and  a  handicap  more  of  a  reputation  to 
live  up  to. 

I  he  pro  was  comfortable  with  the  RM. 


Most  responsive  engine,  he  said,  although 
because  the  ratios  aren't  spaced  right,  you 
have  to  be  ready  to  ride  around  a  situation 
that  could  gel  the  engine  over-revved  or 
bogged  down.  He  and  the  other  two  expe- 
rienced racers  liked  the  handling,  as  they 
could  use  the  RM's  quick  steering  to  ad- 
vantage. The  front  brake  worked  well  and 
the  rear  brake  tended  to  skip,  especially  on 
the  rough  with  the  front  brake  unloading 
the  back  of  the  bike. 

The  RM  engine  seemed  to  have  the 
most  power  on  top.  compared  with  the 
others,  while  for  some  rea.son  the  lighter 
men  felt  the  RM  lacked  punch  at  the  low 
end  while  the  bceliest  i;u\  said  it  had  more 


grunt  than  tiie  others. 

Both  R.\l  ow  ners  said  the  "79  is  a  mai 
improvement,  w  ith  more  mid-range  poc 
and  improved  steering  making  ihe  n 
bike  easier  to  ride.  The  PE  ow ner  was  c"j 
happier,  as  the  motocross  machine  was_. 
like  hisendun)  bike  except  that  ihc  RM  I 
more  i>l"  ever\  thing. 

Suspension  came  somewhere  in 
middle.  "Nothing  spectacular."  says 
note.  "Straight  on  the  whoops,  but  noc 
gt)od  as  the  Honda."  says  another. 

The  t)ther  riders  felt  pretty  much 
same  way.  as  if  w  hen  Su/uki  gained  a  1 1 
here  and  a  bit  there,  they  smoothed  outJ 
RM  to  the  point  of  having  no  ma|or  tlai 


The  High  Costs  of  i25  Aflotocross 


All  our  test  bikes  came  with  good 
owners  manuals  showing  the  owner 
how  to  perform  most  maintenance  pro- 
cedures and  all  but  the  Kawasaki  had  a 
chart  telling  when  things  like  piston  and 
rings  should  be  inspected  and  replaced. 
Kawasaki  feels  rider  level  should  he  taken 
into  consideration.  A  pro  level  rider  should 
inspect  and  replace  parts  more  often  than  a 
novice.  A  pro  wi>n't  need  a  maintenance 
chart  but  it  might  be  handy  for  the  begin- 
ner and  novice. 

We  ran  our  test  125s  head  to  head  for 
two  days,  a  different  course  each  day. 
Maintenance  amounted  to  cleaning  the  air 
cleaners,  checking  nuts,  bolts  and  spokes. 
Before  the  end  of  the  second  day  the 
Yamaha  was  clattering  and  finally  refused 
to  start  without  pushing.  The  Su/uki 
started  missing  and  occasionally  shut  off 
completely  for  a  few  yards.  Later,  tear 
downs  were  performed;  the  Yamaha's 
rings  were  finished.  The)  were  almost  worn 
completely  through.  The  Suzuki  miss 
proved  harder  to  tind:  in  fact,  we're  not 
sure  w  hether  the  electrical  connections  got 


wet  (we  rode  in  mud  the  second  test  day )  or 
the  C.D.I,  was  defective.  Next  time  out.  it 
worked  line. 

Because  the  Kawasaki  and  Honda  were 
the  favorites,  we  naturally  rode  them  the 
most.  Both  were  raced  on  a  weekend.  Steve 
Bauer  wun  a  125  pro  race  at  Corona  race- 
way and  Donnie  Griewe  and  .Scott  I. ant/ 
won  a  Grand  Prix  team  race  the  following 
day  on  the  KX.  Don  and  Scott  ran  the  KX 
in  the  intermediate  class  and  won  overall 
against  250s  and  open  bikes,  so  it  was  used 
hard.  We  found  the  swmg  arm  bolt  bri>ken 
at  the  outside  edge  of  the  frame  mounting 
gu.s.set.  We  replaced  it  and  went  racing 
again  the  following  week  in  the  125  pro 
and  hiiih  school  Senior  classes.  Alter  an 
easy  win  in  the  high  school  class  and  a 
third  in  the  pR).  the  swing  arm  bolt  was 
broken  again.  Both  bolts  broke  at  the 
threads  outbound  of  the  stress  point,  indi- 
cating a  problem  with  the  bolt,  or  the 
recommended  torque  of  65  ft/lb.  is  too 
much  for  the  hollow  bolt.  Load  forces 
would  have  broken  the  bolt  inside  the 
gusset  plate,  not  outside  it. 


We  motocros.sed  the  Honda  in  the  ; 
ginner  class  once  and  a  desert  expert  n 
it  in  the  de.sert  two  different  wecke:^ 
After  all  our  testing  it  came  through  i 
broken.  But.  we  know  from  the  Ho(. 
maintenance  chart,  the  top  end  no 
rebuilding. 

On  the  surface.  125s  are  a  che.ip  w;ui 
get  involved  in  racing.  For  S  140(1  or  s<i 
long  travel,  high  horsepower,  motocnx; 
can  be  purchased.  Needed  moiliticat  J 
will  be  few  as  most  bikes  are  competitive 
.stock  form  for  all  but  the  pro  cLi.ss. 

Ihe  thing  the  prospective  buver  oc 
forgets  when  considering  the  125  clar.i 
maintenance.  Current  125s  are  prodmi 
tremendous  horsepower  for  their  displ.l 
ment.  .Some  of  them  are  producing 
excess  of  3.5  bhp  per  cubic  inch.  Mo.v 
them  w  ind  over  10.000  rpm  to  produce  i 
much  power  and  as  vou  might  susq 
they  are  highly  stressed. 

Following  recommended  pans  repLI 
ment  intervals  for  a  vear  of  r.icing 
bring  the  price  of  these  highbred  ran 
into  proper  perspective.  The  125  class  i 
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li  no  major  strengths,  either, 
rmaha: 

1  he  YZI25  didn't  fare  well.  The  factory 
fn  the  national  title  diirinj:  1978  and  the 

has  heen  a  popular  bike  since  even 
/ore  the  monoshock  went  into  produc- 
m.  hut  the  production  models  have 
^ed  behind  the  limes. 
i°ro  Ste\e  Bauer  said  "1  he  suspension 
:  doesn't  work.  The  forks  are  too  soft 
d  the  back  is  too  stilf.  There's  too  much 
rnpression  dampinii." 
1  he  suspension  shortcomings  showed 
iin  several  places.  All  the  riders  noticed 

stiff  back  end.  especialK  on  the 
oops,  where  the  rear  wheel  kicked.  .VI  id- 


I  the  most  expensive  class  to  race  in. 
niaha  and  Honda  recommend  replacing 
piston  every  three  races:  Su/uki  says 
i;ry  live  races.  .And  a  pro  may  have  to  do 
i;ach  race  to  stay  competitive.  C\)mpared 
i;an  open  class  machine  that  may  go  a 
niplete  year  on  the  original  piston,  it 
sesn't  take  lonii  to  conclude  (he  125  rider 


way  through  the  first  day  ihe  pit  crew 
backed  the  damping  adjustment  all  the 
way  down,  without  telling  the  riders  w  hat 
had  been  done.  Not  one  reported  an 
improvement. 

The  faster  three  men  all  had  trouble  on 
berms.  as  the  front  end  ran  wide,  up  and 
over  No  amount  of  muscle  could  keep  the 
bike  down  on  the  line,  and  because  the  YZ 
is  relatively  low  to  the  ground,  the  riders 
dragged  the  pegs,  something  that  doesn't 
usually  happen. 

The  engine  worked  well  at  lop  revs  but 
seemed  to  lack  power  below  that.  The 
ratios  were  matched  to  the  band,  though. 
Ik)th  the  largest  and  the  smallest  tester  said 


or  his  father,  or  brother,  or  friend,  best 
have  a  well  supplied  tool  box  and  mechan- 
ical knowledge  to  keep  a  125  on  the  race 
track  every  week. 

,Add  normal  between-race  cht>res  like 
changing  fork  and  transmission  oils,  lub- 
ing  cables,  bearings  and  levers,  checking 
bolts  and  nuts,  cleaning  the  air  cleaner. 


ihe  VZ  felt  like  a  smaller  bike,  perhaps  a 
100.  and  neither  felt  this  to  be  an  advan- 
tage. 

FINDINGS 

I  hese  notes  begin  to  sound  suspiciouslv 
like  absolutes.  They  are  not.  Because  the 
riders  say  the  Kawasaki  feels  big  and  the 
Yamaha  feels  small,  it  report  that  the 
.Su/uki  seems  to  have  more  speed  than 
the  Honda,  doesn't  mean  one  is  huge  and 
the  other  tiny,  or  that  one  is  a  bullet 
and  the  other  a  slug.  We're  working,  after 
all.  with  four  racing  bikes  that  were  built  to 
the  same  rules  and  (we  assume)  for  about 
the  same  cost. 

What  we  have  here  is  a  general  outline,  a 
broad  arrow  pointmg  in  the  direction  of 
.  .  .  convention. 

\  blow  to  innovation.  The  chief  com- 
plaint about  the  Honda  is  that  the  23-in. 
I'ront  wheel  w  ith  Honda  tire  and  geometry 
ti>  suit  the  wheel  and  lire,  doesn't  work  as 
well  in  this  application  as  does  the  21-in. 
wheel  that's  been  standard  for  years.  Yes. 
the  various  brands  vary,  tread  to  tread  and 
track  to  track.  No  doubt  swapping  21-in. 
tires  on  the  other  bikes  would  alter  their 
performance,  but  because  Honda  olfers  its 
own  size  and  type,  you  can't  swap  and  the 
CR  buyer  will  have  to  use  what  he's  got. 

The  Yamaha  monoshock  is  different. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  moni>shock  was 
routinely  regarded  as  a  Ciood  Thing.  Ya- 
maha has  been  working  and  changing  the 
svstein  for  four  vears  now.  and  although 
it's  better  everv  time,  and  can  be  adjusted  > 


tightening  spokes,  washing  the  machine 
iind  replacing  crashed  parts,  (we  all  crash 
occasionally)  and  some  one  had  belter 
have  a  lot  of  Iree  time  also.  Perhaps  this  i.s 
actually  a  bonus;  it  is  an  excellent  way  to 
keep  .lunior  occupied  during  the  week. 

H 


Every  Race      Every  Seconcd  Race    Every  Third  Race  .  Every  Fifth  Race     Every  Ninth  Race 


Kawasaki  does 
not  have  a  set 
repair  schedufe. 
Replace  parts  as 
needed. 


Inspect  spark 
plug 


Replace  piston,  rings, 
rear  sprocket,  spark 
plug,  chain  rollers 


Replace  top  rod 
bearing,  piston  pin, 
countershaft  sprocket 


Replace  piston  rings 


Replace  rear  sprocket, 
main  bearings,  chain 


Replace  piston, 
countershaft  sprocket, 
cables 


Inspect  piston, 
piston  pin 


Replace  piston  rings 


Replace  piston,  chain 


Replace  top  rod 
bearing,  main 
bearings 
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more  easily  than  any  of  the  factory  shocks 
and  most  aftermarket  shocks,  there  doesn't 
seem  to  be  any  inherent  advantage  to  the 
monoshock  system.  We've  v\ondered  for 
some  time  if,  perhaps,  the  actual  benefit  of 
the  monoshock  was  not  the  shock  but  the 
two-plane  swing  arm.  By  the  book,  the 
upper  and  lower  sections,  braced  and  gus- 
seted.  are  bound  to  resist  flex  better  than 
the  usual  flat  sw  ing  arm,  other  things  being 
equal.  What  the  other  companies  have 
done  since  Yamaha  did  the  monoshock 
was  not  copy  Yamaha.  Instead  they've 
done  work  on  the  old  method.  The  current 
one-plane  swing  arms  look  to  be  working, 
and  the  current  shocks  fitted  to  the  Honda, 
Kawasaki  and  Su/.uki  are  good  ones. 

Repeating,  although  all  racing  bikes 
have  gained  wheel  travel  in  (sorry)  leaps 
and  bounds,  the  useful  maximums  have 
been  reached.  All  the  machines  in  the 
group  could  be  bottomed  at  speed  on  the 
roughest  terrain,  and  all  were  soft  on  the 
smooth  parts.  That's  as  it  should  be.  But 


Kawasaki  KX125  Honda  CR125R  Stjzfsfrf  PS/r\9.B\ ^  7^ni-i 

SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $1386  (see  text)  $1275.  $1279  $1257. 

Fork  travel  9.8  in.  11.0  in.  11.2  in.  9.8  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter   36mm  37mm  38mm  36mm 

Rear  wheel 

travel   10.1  in.  11.0  in.  11.0  in.  9.4  in. 

Tire,  front   3.00-21  Dunlop  K1 90  3.00-23  Bridgestone      3.00-21  Bridgestone      3.00-21  IRC 

Claw 

Tire,  rear  4.00-18  Dunlop  K1 90  4.10-18  Bridgestone      4.10-18  Bridgestone      4.10-18  IRC 

Claw 

Engine  two-stroke  Single  two-stroke  Single  two-stroke  Single  two-stroke  Single 

Bore  X  stroke  56  x  50.6mm  56.0  x  50.7mm  54  x  54mm  56  x  50mm 

Piston  displacement      124cc  124cc  123cc  123cc 

Compression  ratio   7.5:1  8.4:1  8.0:1  8.3:1 

Claimed  power   26.9  bhp  @  10,500  rpm  na  na  na 

Claimed  torque  13.4  ft.  lb.  @  10,000  12.4  ft.  lb.  @  10,50C 

rpm  na  na  rpm 

Carburetion  32mm  Mikuni  32mm  Keihin  32mm  Mikuni  32mm  Mikuni 

Ignition   CDI  CDI  CD!  GDI 

Lubrication  system  premix  premix  premix  premix 

Primary  drive   straight-cut  gear  straight-cut  gear  straight-cut  gear  helical  gear 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

6th   13.85  12.39  12.72  13.71 

5th   15.22  14.07  13.90  14.94 

4th   17.51  16.11  15.83  17.13 

3rd  20.25  19.28  18.77  20.56 

2nd  24.82  23.23  23.28  25.70 

1st   30.46  31.44  31.04  33.74 

Oil  capacity  1.1  pt.  1.5pt.  1.7  pt.  1.6pt. 

Fuel  capacity  2.1  gal.  1.7  gal.  1.7  gal.  1.6  gal. 

Fuel  tank 

material  plastic  aluminum  plastic  plastic 

Swing  arm 

material  aluminum  chrome-moly  steel  aluminum  aluminum 

Starter  primary  kick  primary  kick  primary  kick  primary  kick 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam  oiled  foam  oiled  foam  oiled  foam 

Frame  material  chrome-moly  steel  chrome-moly  steel  chrome-moly  steel  chrome-moly  steel 

DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase   56.8  in.  56.0  in.  56.7  in.  55.5  in. 

Seat  height  36.5  in.  37.2  in.  36.5  in.  36,0  in. 

Seat  width  5.5  in.  6.4  in.  5.6  in.  5.5  in. 
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the  bikes  the  riders  Celt  best  on  were  those 
with  the  best  balance  ofspring  rate,  damp- 
ing and  travel,  rather  than  those  with  the 
most  travel. 

In  the  engine  category,  we  settled  the 
matter  of*  maximum  power  with  a  simple 
test:  a  drag  race  from  the  starting  gate. 

There  were  no  clear  winners  or  losers. 

The  four  bikes  were  so  close  that  each 
time  the  first  bike  to  the  first  turn  was  the 
one  who.se  rider  had  gotten  the  best  start. 

Reports  of  speed  and  power  are  relative. 

This  became  more  evident  for  the  actual 
races,  which  were  held  at  Indian  Dunes, 
the  smooth  track  made  average  b\  heavy 
rain  the  day  before  we  ran  there. 

limed  practice  laps  had  the  machines 
much  closer  than  the  riders,  that  is.  the 
faster  men  did  better  on  all  the  bikes  than 
the  sk)wer  men  did.  No  point  in  having  a 
full  race. 

Next,  the  timed  laps  were  m)  clo.se  that 
one  mi.stake.  going  a  few  feel  wide  here, 
having  the  rear  wheel  hook  up  and  lifting 


Kawasaki  KX125 

Honda  CR125R 

Seat  length  

23.4  in. 

21.6  in. 

19.6  in. 

21.2  in. 

Seat  front  to 

steering  stem  center 

13.3  in. 

14.0  in. 

13.5  in. 

14.0  in. 

Handlebar  widtfi  . 

33.0  in. 

33.5  in. 

32.5  in. 

33.5  in. 

Footpeg  heighit  

15.0  in. 

15.9  in. 

16.0  in. 

14.8  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top   

21.8  in. 

21.8  in. 

20.5  in. 

21.5  in. 

Footpeg  to  shiift 

lever  center 

5.3  in. 

5.5  in. 

5.8  in. 

5.8  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center 

5.3  in. 

5.0  in. 

5.4  in. 

4.8  in. 

Swing  arm  length 

20.8  in. 

22.0  in. 

21.0  in. 

19.0  in. 

^VA/in/n  arm  r\i\//^t 
OWIil^  ailil  piVUl 

to  drive  sprocket 

center 

3.4  in. 

2.6  in. 

2.7  in. 

2.8  in. 

Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size 

1.6  in. 

1.4  in. 

1.6  in. 

1.7  in. 

Ground  clearance 

13.0  in. 

14.2  in. 

13.0  in. 

11.9  in. 

Fork  rake  angle 

29  deg. 

28.0  deg. 

30  deg. 

29.5  deg. 

Trail 

4.9  in. 

5.2  in. 

5.2  in. 

5.0  in. 

Test  weight  w 'half 

tank  fuel 

203  lb. 

209  lb. 

204  lb. 

200  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent 

47/53 

47/53 

47/53 

46/54 

FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable 

with  air? 

yes 

no 

yes 

yes 

Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable? 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

Rear  shocks 

rebuildable? 

no 

no 

no 

no 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level? 

yes 

yes 

no 

yes 

Does  owners  manual 

show  how  to 

disassemble 

complete  engine? 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 

Does  pipe  burn 

rider? 

no 

no 

no 

no 

Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable? 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 
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the  front  there,  made  more  difVerenee  than 
the  bike's  potential  did. 

What  we  finally  used  wa.s  three-lap 
niolo.s.  fl\inji  .start,  with  Pro  Steve  Bauer 
and  Lxperl  Don  Ciriewe.  Two  bikes  only, 
swapping  back  and  forth  to  get  the  pattern. 
We  reckoned  Ste\e  would  get  each  bike  to 
its  maximum  and  Don  would  be  right  on 
his  hecLs.  as  you'd  expect  with  a  pro  and  an 
expert. 

Becau.se  each  course  is  different  and 
each  track  changes  every  lap.  the  times 
can't  be  treated  as  absolutes.  Instead  they 
show  how  the  bikes  compared  against  each 
other  at  the  same  time  and  place. 

The  winner:  Kawasaki  KX125.  with  a 
best  time  of  3:51.4.  Best  time  for  the 
Honda  was  3:52.5,  a  diflerence  of  slightly 
more  than  one  second.  The  Suzuki  was  two 
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seconds  otf  that  and  the  Vamalia  was  one 
second  behind  in  its  match  with  the 
Su/uki. 
C  lose  racing. 

There  is  a  clincher.  The  pro  won  ail  but 
one  of  the  match  races,  as  expected.  But  in 
one  round,  with  the  pro  on  the  Honda  and 
the  expert  on  the  Kawasaki,  the  expert  got 
a  wheel  inside  the  pro  on  the  lirst  turn, 
backing  the  more  experienced  rider  otf. 
There  they  staved,  as  the  Kawasaki  had 
just  enough  extra  to  prevent  the  faster  man 
from  getting  around.  In  every  other  contest 
that  day.  the  best  rider  turned  the  best 
time. 

Two  qualifiers  here:  One.  price.  The 
bikes  are  close  but  it  may  happen  that  the 
beginning  rider  will  need  to  buy  the 
lowest-priced  machine,  which  the  KXI25 


Kawasaki  KX125 


isn  I. 

Two.  preparation.  Our  pro  is  quio 
point  out  that  in  the  pro  cla.ss,  there  i 
stock  bike.  Evervbodv  is  using  afierniL; 
shocks,  special  forks  or  triple  clampj 
exhaust  systems  or  cvlinders  porte»; 
Stage  12  or  something.  Steve  agrees 
the  Kawasaki  as  winner,  but  if  there  w 
category  for  most  easily  improved,  he 
the  Su/uki  should  get  the  nod. 

Back  with  the  winner,  though,  aften 
ing  this  and  meaning  it.  Steve  tot)kJ 
slock  KX  to  his  home  track  and  r.in  thoi 
cla.ss  against  the  usual  swarm  ol  modi 
Su/ukis,  Hondas.  Yamahas  and  Kavv^ 
kis. 

He  won. 

So  does  the  KXI25. 


HONDA  CB7SOF 

Sportiest  750  of  Them  All 


■  Just  two  issues  ago 
(Cycle  World.  April 
1979)  we  declared  the 
Suzuki  GS750  the 
best  all-around  750cc 
motorcycle,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  (he  com- 
petition had  tried  for 
three  years  to  equal 
the  Suzuki's  brilliant 
combination  of  handling,  power  and  flex- 
ibility. When  that  Suzuki  GS750EN  test 
was  written,  we  had  tested  the  new  Honda 
CB7?0K.  but  hadn't  vet  tried  the  Honda 
CB750F. 

Now  that  we  have  ridden,  raced  and 
lived  with  the  sportier  Honda  CB750F.  we 
can  only  say  this:  On  the  high-speed  bank- 
ing of  the  sporting  motorcycle  mar- 
ketplace, the  F  model  Honda  catches  the 


Suzuki's  draft,  slingshots  past,  shifts  into 
high  gear  and  disappears  into  the  distance 
ahead. 

Our  test  of  the  C"B750K  in  the  January. 
1979  issue  covered  the  insides  of  the  new 
dohc.  16-valve.  749cc  Honda  engine  that 
the  F  shares  with  the  K.  For  review,  bore 
and  stroke  are  exactly  square  at  62  x 
62mm;  the  crankshaft  runs  on  Kelmet 
plain  bearings:  ignition  and  alternator  are 
driven  otV  the  ends  of  the  crankshaft;  two 
Hv-V'o  link-plate  chains  drive  the  dual 
camshafts,  one  chain  leading  from  crank- 
shaft to  exhaust  cam.  the  other  from  ex- 
haust cam  to  intake  cam;  each  cylinder  has 
four  valves,  each  valve  with  its  own  adjust- 
ing shim,  follower  bucket,  and  camshaft 
lobe:  and  carburetion  is  via  four  30mm 
constant-vacuum  Keihins  with  accelerator 
pump. 


Honda  claims  72  bhp  for  the  K  anr 
bhp  for  the  1'.  the  extra  three  horsepot 
coming  from  minor  exhaust  system 
carburetor  jetting  changes  on  the  I .  L  ii 
the  K.  w  hich  has  four  indi\  iduai  cxbl 
pipes  and  mutflers.  the  F  model  Ho 
has  twin  two-into-one  exhaust  syst'J 
each  consisting  of  individual  heatler  pj 
and  single  upswept  mutflers.  The  1'  .syi\ 
is  lighter  than  the  K"s.  and  is  more  : 
cient.  To  match  the  exhaust,  the  F' 
larger  carburetor  main  jets,  size  102  vq- 
the  K's  size  98.  The  only  other  enn 
diflerence  is  that  the  pipe  mouniing 
in  the  F'scvlinder  head  are  8mm.  whiM 
K's  are  6mm. 

The  most  significant  differencesii 
tween  the  F  and  K  model  Hondas  are' 
in  the  power-related  changes  in  Jpea 
haust  and  carburetion  systems,  bi^ai 
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the  frame  and  running  gear.  At  530  lb. 
ith  a  halt-tank  oC  fuel,  the  750F  is  16  lb. 
zliter  than  the  546  lb.  K.  the  weight 
vings  coming  from  the  exhau.st  system, 
l-aluminum  ComStar  wheels  and  plastic 
ndcis  and  seat  base.  Honda  engineers 
\  that  for  the  number  of  units  planned 
r  CB750F  production,  it  would  have 
:en  cheaper  to  stamp  fenders  and  seat 
ises  out  of  metal  than  to  build  the  injec- 
)n  molds  necessary  to  make  the  same 
irts  out  of  plastic:  the  F  has  plastic  parts 
reduce  overall  weight,  not  save  money. 
F  and  K  models  share  the  basic  double 
idle  frame  design,  including  the  same 
ing  arm  pivot  and  bolt  as  the  CBX  and 
e  same  swing  arm  as  the  European- 
)del  CB900FZ  Four  The  750F's  frame  is 
i)rc  rigid  than  the  K"s.  thanks  to  double- 
ill  tubing  used  at  stress  points  and  an 
.Tcasc  in  dow  ntube  wall  thickness.  The  F 
s  more  cornering  clearance  than  the  K 
cause  the  F"s  e.xhaust  system  is  tucked  in 
iscr  to  the  frame-it's  actually  inside  the 
ime  rails  beneath  the  engine. 
The  F  has  Honda's  patented  ComStar 
niposite  wheels;  DID  rims  and  Honda 
bs  are  connected  by  10  aluminum 
Pipings  riveted  in  pairs  to  form  five 
ikcs.  The  F's  wheels  and  disc  brakes 
kin  10.9-in.  front:  single  11.7-in.  rear) 
."  identical  to  those  on  the  CBX.  while 
.'  K  has  wire-spoked  wheels  with  a  single 
6-in.  front  di.sc  and  a  7-in.  single-lead- 
;-shoe  rear  drum  brake.  The  ComStar 
leels  are  more  rigid  than  the  K's  wire- 


spoked  wheels,  yet  are  lighter  than  cast 
alloy  wheels.  For  example,  the  CB750F's 
front  wheel  weighs  33.5  lb.  complete  with 
tire  and  discs,  while  the  Suzuki 
GS750EN's  cast  front  wheel  weighs  37  lb. 
with  tire  and  discs.  The  fact  that  the  Honda 
runs  tubeless  tires  also  contributes  to  less 
wheel  assembly  weight. 

But  what  is  the  significance  of  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  750F  and  the  750K? 
The  combination  of  three  more  horse- 


power and  16  less  pounds  translates  into  a 
lower  E.T.  and  higher  terminal  speed  at  the 
dragstrip.  12.52  sec.  at  107.27  for  the  F 
versus  the  K's  12.69  sec.  at  105.5  mph.  The 
effect  of  the  F's  more  rigid  frame  and 
wheels  is  better  handling  than  the  K. 
which  wobbled  driving  out  of  turns  at 
racetrack  speeds  and  shook  its  head 
tapped  out  in  a  straight  line.  The  F  is 
steady  out  of  turns  and  runs  straight  as  an 
arrow  on  the  straights,  (until  the  shocks 
heat  up  and  fade,  but  more  on  that  later.) 
And  the  dual  front  discs  and  single  rear 
disc  haul  the  F  down  from  60  mph  in  131 
ft.  and  from  30  mph  in  30  ft.,  compared  to 
the  K's  145  ft.  from  60  and  34  ft.  from  30. 

While  on  the  subject  of  comparative 
specifications,  it's  interesting  to  note  that 
relative  tire  sizes  have  produced  dif- 
ferences in  trail  and  effective  gearing,  at 
least  in  the  case  of  the  machines  we  tested. 
I  he  F  has  a  3.25-19  front  tire  and  4.5  in.  of 
trail.  The  K's  larger  3.50-19  front  tire  pro- 
duces 4.7  in.  of  trail  with  the  same  head 
angle  of  27.5°.  Similarly,  the  F's  smaller 
rear  tire  (a  4.00-18)  reduces  its  effective 
gearing  and  increases  engine  rpm  at  60 
mph  to  4573  (calculated,  based  on  the 
circumference  of  a  new  tire).  With  a  4.25- 
18  rear  tire,  the  K  turns  4447  rpm  at  60 
mph. 

More  important  than  the  actual  dif- 
ferences between  the  K  and  the  F  is  the 
overall  effect  of  all  the  changes  taken  to- 
gether, especially  when  considered  within 
the  context  of  the  motorcycle  marketplace.> 


tos  by  John  Ulrich 
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•  Honda,  the  changes  shoot  the  marque 
m  an  also-ran  position  into  the  same 
gue  as  the  Suzuki  GS750. 
^ook  at  the  dragstrip  figures:  The 
nda  turns  12.52  at  107.27.  the  Suzuki 
72  at  103.80.  On  the  street,  the  Honda 
IS  away  from  the  Suzuki  in  a  roll-on 
m  any  speed,  whether  the  bikes  start  in 
h  or  fourth  or  third  gear.  On  twisty 
,ds  at  sporting  speeds,  the  Honda 
ams  harder  out  of  corners  and  has  more 
I  speed  as  well.  In  half-mile  speed  tests. 
750F  reaches  123  mph  compared  to  the 
Juki's  1 19  mph. 

iul  remember  also  that  the  Honda 
irns  along  at  4600  rpm  at  60  mph  in  5lh 
ir  while  the  Suzuki  turns  4400  rpm 
though,  because  of  instrument  inac- 
acies,  those  numbers  won't  necessarily 
relate  with  what  a  rider  sees  on  his  own 
e's  speedometer  and  tachometer.)  The 
nda's  overall  fifth  gear  ratio  is  5.81:1. 
npared  to  the  Suzuki's  5.65: 1.  Exchang- 
;  the  Suzuki's  stock  15-tooth  coun- 
ihaft  sprocket  for  a  14-tooth  sprocket 
!  got  ours  from  Circle  Industries,  an 
ermarket  manufacturer)  lowers  the 
750's  overall  fifth  gear  ratio  to  6.06:1 
1  instantly  changes  the  numbers.  Sud- 
ily  the  heavier  (547  lb.  versus  the 
750F"s  530  lb.)  Suzuki  turns  12.49  at 
).50  in  the  quarter  mile,  an  improve- 
nt  of  more  than  0.2  sec.  and  almost  3.0 
ih. 

t  should  be  noted,  however,  that  varying 
iditions— such  as  track  surface,  baro- 
tric  pressure,  air  density,  prevailing 
ids— can  have  significant  effect  on  drag 
p  times.  The  day  the  Suzuki  turned 
49  otTered  nearly  perfect  conditions. 
;  best  the  Honda  could  manage  on  the 
le  day  was  12.60  at  108.56  with  a  slip- 
g  clutch  (more  on  that  later). 
<o  surprise:  The  Honda  has  more 
sepower. 

(urprise:  The  extra  power  doesn't  come 
m  the  four-valve  head, 
ntake  valve  area  for  the  Honda  is 
.7  mm-,  and  the  exhaust  valve  area  is 
1.3  mm-.  The  Suzuki's  intake  area  is 
7.9  mm-,  and  the  exhaust  is  706.9  mm-. 
!o  Honda's  paired  25mm  intakes  give  a 
aller  area  than  the  Suzuki's  lone  36mm 
ike,  while  Honda's  two  22mm  exhaust 
ves  have  a  larger  combined  area  than 
Suzuki's  30mm. 

Jtill  playing  with  numbers,  the  Honda 
;  a  4  percent  disadvantage  coming  in, 
1  a  7  percent  advantage  going  out. 
[here's  more  to  it  than  valve  area.  The 
nda  has  a  higher  compression  ratio, 
:  I  vs  8.7: 1 .  Honda's  30mm  Keihin  carbs 
larger  than  Suzuki's  26mm  Mikunis 
1  we  suspect  more  attention  was  paid  by 
nda  to  the  exhaust  system  diameter  and 
gth  and  restriction. 

ramshaft  timing  is  a  bit  longer  on 
Honda,  so  it  delivers  peak  torque 
i  peak  power  at  higher  rpm.  This 
rks  well  with  the  larger  carbs,  and 
ans  the  Honda  has  more  beans  in 
ck  form,  although  either  engine 


could  easily  be  modified  to  produce  far 
more  power  for  racing  than  it  has  in  stock 
form. 

In  a  perhaps  more  practical  area,  the 
CB750  delivered  47  mpg  on  the  CW  loop, 
against  the  GS750's  45,  even  though  the 
Honda's  engine  spins  faster  at  equal  road 
speeds.  On  the  highway,  the  F  did  52  mpg, 
giving  a  useful  range  of  160  miles  before 
reserve. 

For  another  sign  of  a  well-designed  en- 
gine, the  Honda  fired  quickly  when  cold 
and  was  ready  for  riding  after  a  few  sec- 
onds on  the  choke.  Yes,  a  Honda  that  isn't 
cold  blooded.  The  '79  Suzuki  750,  among 
others  and  that  includes  at  least  one 
Honda,  gave  us  terrible  fits  during  the 
winter. 

Still  another  virtue  of  the  Keihins  is  that 
the  throttle  cables  only  open  and  close 
small  butterfly  valves,  instead  of  lifting 
spring-loaded  slides.  The  springs  on  the 
CV  Keihins  needn't  be  as  stiff,  and  that 
means  a  plea.santly  light  throttle,  the  sort 
of  thing  you  won't  notice  on  that  demon- 
stration spin  around  the  block  but  will  give 
thanks  for  at  the  end  of  a  day  on  the  road. 

Then,  there's  the  accelerator  pump, 
which  .squirts  gas  into  the  intake  ports 
when  the  rider  grabs  a  handful  of  throttle. 
The  pump  adds  crispness  to  throttle  re- 
sponse, in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  carbs 
are  jetted  lean  to  pass  EPA  emissions  con- 
trol standards. 

But  as  good  as  they  are-especially  in 
cold-engine  performance-the  Honda's 
Keihins  are  not  perfect.  The  accelerator 
pumps  do  wonders  for  respon.se  off  idle 
when  the  rider  gasses  it  up.  but  there  is  a 
very  fine,  narrow  area  of  carburetor  hesita- 
tion when  the  twist  grip  movement  isn't 
enough  to  stimulate  the  accelerator  pump, 
but  is  just  enough  to  slightly  move  the 
throttle  butterfly  valves.  Then  too,  steady 
state  cruising  in  low-rpm,  low-speed  situa- 
tions (as  in  the  middle  of  a  highway  traffic 
jam)  isn't  perfectly  steady.  It's  difficult  to 


Front  brakes  are  strong,  but  developed  pulse 
and  squeal  within  100  miles  of  hard  test  use. 


hold  the  engine  rpm  at  one  point— the 
motorcycle  seems  to  endlessly,  minutely 
accelerate  and  decelerate  no  matter  how 
still  the  rider  attempts  to  keep  the  twist 
grip.  In  this  respect,  the  CB750F  isn't  as 
annoying  as  the  Gold  Wing,  but  it  isn't  as 
good  as  the  slide-throttle-carbureted 
Suzuki,  either. 

While  the  Honda's  single  biggest  advan- 
tage on  the  street  is  its  bank  of  CV  carbs, 
riding  on  the  racetrack  widens  the  gap 
between  the  750F  and  its  main  competitor, 
the  Suzuki  GS750.  Some  have  argued  that 
street  bikes  should  be  tested  on  the  road, 
not  on  the  racetrack,  but  we  disagree.  It  is 
possible  to  reach  the  limits  of  a  125-mph 
streeteron  public  roadways— long  straight- 
ways  and  demanding  curves  are  not  diffi- 
cult to  find,  at  least  in  our  area.  But 
pushing  a  bike  to  its  maximum  perfor- 
mance on  the  road-an  environment  full  of 
cars,  dogs,  foreign  substances  on  the  pave- 
ment, police  and  other  hazards-is  dan- 
gerous and  subject  to  many  variables. 
Instead,  we  prefer  to  enter  club  road  races 
at  local  racetracks  and  do  our  high-speed 
testing  in  a  controlled,  relatively-safe  en- 
vironment. We  entered  both  the  Honda 
CB750F  and  a  Suzuki  GS750EN  in  the  750 
Box  Stock  and  Production  classes  at  an 
American  Federation  of  Motorcyclists 
( AFM )  race  held  on  Ontario  Motor  Speed- 
way's road  course. 

Both  machines  were  completely  stock- 
including  gearing-as  delivered  to  Cvcle 
IVorlJ  by  the  importers  (except  for  slightly 
colder  heat  range  spark  plugs  as  recom- 
mended by  the  manufacturers  for  ex- 
tended high  running:  NGK  D9ES  for  the 
Honda:  NGK  B9ES  for  the  Suzuki.)  Mir- 
rors, stands  and  turn  signals  were  removed 
and  drain  plugs  safety  wired  as  per  AFM 
rules. 

As  expected,  the  Honda  had  more  speed 
on  the  straightaways  and  came  off  the 
turns  harder  than  the  Suzuki.  One  thing 
that  wasn't  expected -but  which  became 
readily  apparent  when  switching  from  bike 
to  bike  between  practice  sessions— was  that 
the  Honda's  front  brakes  delivered  more 
stopping  power  with  less  lever  pressure, 
with  the  lever  itself  easier  to  reach  and  u.se. 
Further  investigation  revealed  that  the 
gripping  surface  of  the  Honda's  brake 
lever  is  2.2  in.  away  from  the  handlebar  at 
the  point  closest  to  the  lever  pivot,  and  3.1 
in.  at  the  lever  ball  end.  The  Suzuki's  brake 
lever  is  2.4  in.  from  the  handlebar  at  the 
pivot,  and  3.3  in.  away  at  the  ball  end.  The 
combination  of  requiring  less  pressure  at 
the  lever  and  the  lever  itself  being  closer  to 
the  grip  made  it  less  tiring  for  the  rider  to 
brake  the  Honda  hard  lap  after  lap.  The 
750F's  rear  disc  was  also  very  controllable. 
Many  rear  di.scs  have  too  much  power  and 
not  enough  feel,  making  it  too  easy  to  lock 
up  the  wheel  when  diving  into  a  turn.  A 
locked  wheel  can  send  the  rear  end  hop- 
ping and  skidding  sideways,  blowing  the 
entry  line  at  best  and  making  control  diffi- 
cult at  worst.  That  wasn't  a  problem  with 
the  Honda.  > 
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749ccdohc  16-valve  Four  is  quick  and  fast,  but  gearing  and  30mm  CV  CV  carbs  maintain  port  velocity  in  spite  of  huge  intal<e  area  a 
carbs  are  as  important  as  the  cylinder  head  in  yielding  performance.     are  the  750F's  key  to  streetability. 


Problems  were  presented  by  the  Honda's 
shocks  and  tires,  however.  Four  or  five  hot 
laps  caused  the  shocks  to  heat  up  and  fade, 
allowing  the  CB750F  to  wallow  slightly 
when  coming  off  the  banking  into  the 
Ontario  esses,  and  inducing  minor  pogo 
action  in  some  fast  sweepers.  At  its  worst, 
the  F  was  far  better  than  the  wobbly 
CB750K.  Still,  considering  that  the  Suzu- 
ki's shocks  took  the  same  treatment  with- 
out fading  at  all.  and  considering  that  the 
Suzuki's  handling  stayed  constant  through 
practice  sessions  and  races,  the  Honda's 
shocks  are  obviously  less  than  state  of  the 
art  for  OEM  equipment.  The  F's  Dunlop 
Fll  front  and  K.I27  rear  tires  limited  cor- 
nering speed  and  drives  exiting  turns. 
When  pushed,  the  tires  often  slid  sud- 
denly, sending  the  motorcycle  sideways  as 
the  rider  frantically  crossed  up  to  correct. 
And  while  the  Honda  has  excellent  corner- 
ing clearance,  heaven  help  the  man  who 
touches  anything,  because  the  slightest 
unloading  of  the  tires  at  speed  could— and 
did— send  the  F  skidding  across  the 
racetrack.  The  Suzuki's  IRC  GSII-AW 
tires,  on  the  other  hand,  held  when  they 
shouldn't  have,  as  when  the  rider  had  the 
alternator  cover  jammed  into  the  pave- 
ment in  a  motorcycling  imitation  of  an 
aircraft  pylon  turn.  Evidence  that  the 
Suzuki's  tires  offered  better  traction  wasn't 
hard  to  find— after  almost  100  racetrack 
miles  covered  in  the  course  of  two  practice 
sessions  and  three  races,  the  right  side  of 
the  Honda's  rear  tire  was  worn  down  to 
tread  block  wear  indicators.  (Ontario's 
road  course  is  mostly  right-hand  turns.) 
The  Suzuki's  rear  tire  still  had  plenty  of 
tread  left.  Slipping,  spinning  and  sliding 
contribute  to  accelerated  tire  wear. 

With  the  stock  tires,  the  Honda  touched 
down  only  the  footpeg  on  the  left  side.  The 


right-side  footpeg,  lower  dyno  cover  bolt 
and  headpipe  all  scraped,  but  the  head- 
pipe  hit  only  once.  That  was  in  the  middle 
of  a  right-hand  ess  at  120  mph  as  the 
rider— who  was  leading  the  750  class  tried 
to  stuff  the  750F  underneath  a  couple  of 
lOOOs.  That  fleeting  contact  with  the  pave- 
ment lifted  the  rear  wheel  and  sent  the  bike 
sideways  across  the  track,  the  rider  getting 
the  bike  straightened  out  just  in  time  to  run 
over  a  concrete  alligator  bump  and  onto 
the  dirt  at  over  100  mph.  The  force  of  the 
impact  with  the  4-in.  high  alligator  bump 
dinged  the  front  ComStar  wheel  and 
knocked  the  rear  wheel  '/4-in.  out  of  true 
laterally.  Regaining  control  after  a  lengthy 
excursion  into  the  boondocks,  the  rider 
rejoined  the  fray  back  with  the  400s  and 
worked  his  way  up  into  third  750,  behind 
ourGS750and  1978  AFM  550  Production 


Rear  brake  is  more  controllable  than  other 
rear  discs. 


Champion  Larry  Shultz  on  a  priva 
CB750F. 

Running  in  the  750  Production  ck 
against  machines  with  wide  rims,  slid 
aftermarket  shocks,  and  internal  engi 
modifications,  our  box  stock  Hon 
finished  first,  with  Shultz  second  and  o 
Suzuki  third. 

Our  racetrack  experience  showed  tl 
the  Honda  is  limited  by  its  tires.  Bccausi 
has  better  cornering  clearance  and  is  fa> 
and  quicker  than  the  Suzuki,  a  Hon 
CB750F  with  decent  aftermarket  tires 
Cycle  IVorlJ  tire  tests,  August  1978,  Jan 
ary  1979)  would  be  unbeatable  in  B 
Stock  classes,  providing  the  rider  was  co 
petitive.  We'd  also  be  tempted  to  try  mc 
bushings  for  the  swing  arm  pi\ot.  1 
750F  comes  with  plastic  bushings,  a  bit  > 
of  date  at  a  time  when  most  of  the  oil 
sporting  bikes  use  roller  bearings.  1 
Honda  plastic  held  up  well  during  > 
testing,  but  such  material  usually  wc 
quickly. 

For  racing  in  the  modified  producli 
classes,  the  Honda's  larger  carbs  and  hot 
potential  high-rev  power  make  it  a  log 
mount.  Fitted  with  rims,  racing  tires,  al  l 
market  shocks  and  whatever  hop- 
equipment  (cams,  pistons,  etc)  your  l1 
allows,  CBF  Hondas  should  be  able  to  i 
off  from  similarly  equipped  rivals  ever 
the  riders  are  of  equal  skill.  For  spom 
use  the  Honda  clearly  holds  the  aces. 

Consider  other  areas  of  street  pcrf 
mance.  The  Suzuki  and  the  Honda  F  i 
an  even  match  in  handling.  Neither  m 
be  forced  into  turns  or  wrestled  out 
curves:  both  are  stable  at  speed.  Both  h 
excellent  suspension  compliance  and  c( 
trol  over  small,  repetitive  bumps  as  we! 
on  large  jolts.  The  Honda  stops  shor 
requiring  10  less  feet  from  60  mph  u 


52/CYCLE  WORLD 


Ci 


ght  is  the  same  as  used  on  the  CBX,  has  two  bulbs  and  is  very 

ht. 


Wiring  harness  gang  connectors  are  located  underneath  left  side 
cover 


;e  less  feet  from  30  mph.  But  the 
[Ida's  brakes  squeal  and  the  front  discs 
.kly  developed  a  slight  pulsation  felt 
m  the  rider  stopped  gradually  with 
derate  lever  pressure.  The  Suzuki's 
kes  never  how  led  or  pulsed  or  did  any- 
ig  other  than  deliver  even,  steady  brak- 
under  all  conditions. 
ls  much  of  a  hot  rod  as  it  is,  the  750F 
<es  a  good  day-to-day  street  bike  (and 
n  a  tourer,  if  the  rider  doesn't  mind 
ing  at  5600  rpm  at  an  indicated  70 
h)  as  well.  The  630  drive  chain  uses  o- 
js  to  seal  factory-applied  lubricant  in- 
:  the  rollers.  The  chain  requires  little 
ntion  and  stretch  isn't  a  problem.  Al- 
ugh  Honda  recommends  against  using 
3sol  chain  sprays  because  the  solvents 
iome  brands  of  chain  lube  attack  the 
ber  o-rings,  we  have  used  both  Kal- 
rd  and  PJ-I  brand  chain  sprays  with 
illent  results.  Neither  damage  the  o- 
>s.  and  both  do  a  better-than-average 
of  staying  on  the  chain, 
he  Honda's  instruments,  like  the  styl- 
are  heavily  influenced  by  the  CBX. 
:y  glow  red  at  night,  like  the  Suzuki's 
truments,  but  a  lower  intensity  red. 
edometer  and  tachometer  faces  are 
y  to  read  at  night,  but  the  resettable 
meter  isn't.  Located  between  the  in- 
ments  and  just  above  the  odometer,  the 
meter's  illumination  falls  short  and  it's 
d  to  see  the  numbers  from  a  normal 
ng  position.  The  odometer  lighting  is 


CB750F  frame  is  gusseted  in  the  steering  head  area,  built  with  double-wall  tubing  at  stress 
points  and  has  downtubes  with  greater  wall  thickness  than  used  in  similar  K  model  frame. 


The  tripmeter  is  reset  by  twisting,  then 
pushing,  a  button  on  the  instrument  con- 
sole face,  sort  of  like  opening  a  child-proof 
aspirin  bottle,  except  not  as  difficult. 

The  Honda's  speedometer  is  more  accu- 
rate than  most  we've  encountered,  indicat- 
ing 60  mph  at  an  actual  58  mph  and  30 
mph  at  an  actual  28  mph.  The  F's  speed- 
ometer and  tachometer  both  have  non- 
glare  plastic  lenses. 

Low  angle  sunlight  often  makes  the  oil 


pressure  warning  light  appear  lit  when  no 
problem  exists. 

The  F's  7-in.  headlight  has  a  65-watt 
high  beam  and  a  50-watt  low  beam  with 
dual-filament  bulbs  making  the  front  turn 
signals  serve  as  running  lights.  Honda 
spokesmen  say  that  the  F's  high  beam  is 
designed  with  a  wide,  far-reaching  diffu- 
sion pattern  to  make  it  easier  to  see  objects 
on  the  side  of  the  road,  while  the  low 
beam's  pattern  projects  more  light  straight > 
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FVQ  shocks  were  good  when  cool  and  new,  but  heated  up  and  faded 
quickly.  Within  500  miles  they  were  worn  out. 


ahead  and  to  the  right,  than  to  the  left. 
That  last  little  feature  is  said  to  avoid 
blinding  oncoming  drivers.  Fact  is.  our  test 
bike  illustrated  the  importance  of  proper 
headlight  adjustment-  both  beams  were 
aimed  high  enough  to  send  oncoming 
drivers  into  fits  of  high/low  flashing  and  to 
cause  drivers  ahead  of  the  bike  to  reach  for 
their  rearview  mirror  adjustment.  While 
the  headlight  did  a  marvelous  job  of  irri- 
tating surrounding  drivers,  it  was  less  ef- 
fective in  illuminating  the  road.  The  Hon- 
da's dual-bulb  CBX  taillight,  however, 
cannot  be  faulted. 

It  used  to  be  that  complaining  about  the 
anemic  horn  was  an  automatic  reflex  w  hen 
writing  about  street  bikes.  Thankfully,  the 
Honda's  horn  is  more  efl"ective  than  its 
headlight.  Only  one  word  can  describe  it: 
Loud!  Nobody— not  even  fat  cats  in  air 
conditioned,  stereo-filled  Cadillacs— ex- 
ceeded the  reach  of  the  F's  excellent  dual 
high /low  tone  horns. 

Honda's  clever  hollow-sn  ,ft,  weighted- 
head  mirrors  really  work  and  images  are 
sharp  even  when  the  gas  tank  is  resonating 
and  the  footpegs  (especially  the  passenger 
pegs)  buzzing  at  the  vibration  peak  of  5100 
rpm.  We  tried  the  Honda  mirrors  on  our 
Suzuki  GS750.  and  they  worked  as  well  as 
they  did  on  the  Honda.  Now  you  know 
what  to  buy  your  riding  buddy  for  his 
birthday— Honda  mirrors  for  his  Suzuki 
(or  Kawasaki,  or  selected  model  Yamaha). 

Less  appealing  is  the  location  of  the  fuel 
petcock.  which  seems  to  be  scientifically 


placed  to  make  it  impossible  to  turn  it  off 
after  a  ride  without  burning  one's  hand  on 
the  hot  cam  cover.  The  problem  has  two 
solutions:  wear  gloves  when  turning  off  the 
petcock;  or  don't  turn  off  the  petcock. 

For  all  its  competency  on  the  road  and  at 
the  racetrack,  the  CB750F's  reliability  is 
largely  unproven.  as  is  the  case  with  all  new 
bikes.  No  one  can  blame  prospective 
buyers  for  wondering  how  the  Honda  fares 
in  durability  or  even  maintenance  against 
its  competitors. 

Our  test  bike's  rear  tire  needed  replace- 
ment less  than  100  miles  into  our  testing, 
(albeit  those  100  miles  were  largely  accu- 
mulated on  a  road  race  course),  while  the 
Suzuki's  rear  tire  survived  an  equal  num- 
ber of  racing  laps  and  four  times  as  many 
hard  street  miles  as  well.  Ten  passes  at  the 
drag.strip  fried  the  Honda's  clutch,  which 
then  slipped  and  jerked  under  lower-gear 
acceleration  on  the  street.  The  Suzuki's 
clutch  weathered  18  runs  without  com- 
plaint or  any  sign  of  failure.  The  Honda's 
rear  shocks  were  worn  out  after  500  miles 
of  testing:  the  Suzuki's  weren't. 

The  Honda  has  an  electronic  ignition 
which  doesn't  require  adjustment,  but  has 
16  valves  to  adjust  via  replaceable  shims. 
The  Honda's  Hv-Vo  cam  chain  is  adjusted 
manually,  but  should  require  attention  less 
often  than  a  roller  cam  chain. 

The  Honda  utilizes  an  external  oil  line 
to  carry  lubricant  to  the  cylinder  head, 
thus  eliminating  any  chance  of  an  oil  leak 
at  the  head  gasket  caused  by  an  internal- 


cylinder  oil  passageway. 

The  one-piece,  plain-bearing  Hon 
crankshaft  is  probably  indestructah 
judging  by  the  cranks  used  in  the  origi 
736CC  CB750  introduced  in  1969  and 
placed  this  year  by  the  new  749cc  dj 
model.  But  Honda  connecting  rods  hav 
reputation  of  not  being  able  to  stand  mi 
additional  power  without  breaking  a 
destroying  the  engine  cases  in  the  proci 

There  are  many  considerations  hov\c> 
Taking  the  Honda  CB750F  at  its  f| 
value,  as  it  comes  off  the  showroom  flool 
is  the  best  all-around  750  now  available 
sporting  street  use.  Add  a  decent  set  of  ti 
and  acce.ssory  shocks,  and  it's  the  best  ' 
for  Box  Stock  racing,  and  maybe  for  mo 
fied  Production  as  well. 

Any  way  you  look  at  it.  the  CB750F  i 
great  motorcycle. 
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HONDA  CB7SOF 


>ECIFICATIONS 

St  price  $2795 

igine  dohc  Four 

)re  X  stroke    .62  x  62mm 

splacement  749cc 

)mpression  ratio   9.1 

jrburetion   (4)  30mm 

Keiliin 

r  filtration   paper 

lition  transistorized 

inductive 

aimed  power  75  bhp 

aimed  torque  na 

ibrication 

system   wet  sump 

I  capacity  4.5  pt. 

el  capacity  5.3  gal. 

(commended  fuel  any, 
91  octane  minimum 

arter  electric 

ternator  12v  260w 

(adiight  65/50w 

jtch  multi-disc  wet 

imary 

drive  Hy-Vo  chain 

lal 

drive  .  #630  roller  chain 
»ar  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th  5.81 

4th  6.99 

3rd  8.39 

2nd   10.78 

1st  15.27 

ispension, 

front  telescopic  fork 

travel  6.3  in. 

ispension, 

rear  swing  arm 

travel   4.3  in. 

e,  front  3.25H-19 

Dunlop  F11 

e,  rear  4.00H-18 

Dunlop  K127 

'ake, 

front    dual  10.9  in.  disc 

'ake,  rear  11.7  in.  disc 

ttal  brake  swept 

area  292.27  sq.  in. 

'ake  loading  (1 60-lb. 

rider)  2.36  Ib./sq.in. 

heelbase  59.8  in. 

)rk  rake  angle  27.5° 

ail   4.5  in. 

jndlebar  width  .  30.75  in. 

}at  height   31.9  in. 

sat  width  9.5  in. 

lotpeg  height  ...12.75  in. 
'ound  clearance  .5.7  in. 
St  weight 

(w/half-tank  fuel)  530  lb. 
eight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent  47.7/52.3 

OSS  vehicle  weight ' 

rating  915  lb. 

lad  capacity  385  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph   4573  rpm 

Power/weight  ratio 

(1 60-lb. 

rider)  9.2  Ib./bhp 

Fuel  consumption  .  47  mpg 

Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated  28  mph 
60  mph  indicated  58  mph 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   30  ft. 

from  60  mph   131  ft. 

Standing 

start  '/4-mile  12.52 

sec.  @  107.27  mph 

Speed  after 

'/2  mile  123  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st  47  mph 

2nd  67  mph 

3rd  86  mph 

4th  104  mph 

5th  125  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30   1.55  sec. 

0-40   2.30  sec. 

0-50   3.12  sec. 

0-60   4.34  sec. 

0-70   5.71  sec. 

0-80   6.83  sec. 

0-90   8.44  sec. 

0-100   10.50  sec. 
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What  made  DaveTour-Stioke' 
Reiner  saj^^^What  rocks?" 

TheKLX250. 


Dave  liked  things  smooth.  The  Kawasaki 
KLX250  seems  to  take  the  rocks  out  of  any  trail. 
In  fact,  for  serious  off-road  riding,  it's  hard  to 
beat  Kawasaki  wanted  it  that  way. 

They  took  the  race-proven  KX  chassis  with 
its  strong,  lightweight,  I-section  aluminum  swing 
arm,  and  added  the  best  engine  they  could 
create.  A  tough  246cc  four-stroke  single.  Then 
they  made  it  as  maneuverable  as  possible.  9.8 


inches  of  travel  front  and  rear  with  adjustable 
air-spring  forks.  (Try  finding  that  on  the  com- 
petition!) And  the  KLX250  clears  the  ground 
with  12.8  inches  to  spare. 

Nothing  was  too  good  for  this  bike.  CDI 
ignition.  A  2.5  gallon  gas  tank.  A  resettable 
tripmeter.  And  the  whole  bike  weighs  in 
at  233  lbs.  The  KLX250.  Everything  you  need 
foroff-road  riding. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


);e  in  the  lorni  of         W  ^^LiKm 

YZ-descended  IT  iVOl?U> 

ae.  the  big  fuss  was  ^'^S^SfW' 

jide  over  the  big  en-  *  ^S^^ m 


jies.  The  IT400  and  IT250  went  like 
Sizes.  Steering,  urn.  well,  not  too  well. 
aer\-  model  year  since  the  big  push  has 
sn  to  make  the  ITs  lighter  and  more 
mble. 

TR)  make  them,  in  general,  what  the 
1175  has  been  all  along. 
The  smallest  of  the  true  enduro  bikes  is 
J  endearing  little  piece.  It  shares  with  the 
^er  ITs  the  features  that  distinguish  a 
liious  enduro  bike  from  a  bike  with  an 


enduro  decal  on  the  side.  There's  the  u.se- 
ful  little  headlight  with  integral  number 
plate,  the  tool  bag  fastened  to  the  rear 
fender,  the  tommy  bar  attached  to  one  side 
of  the  front  axle,  the  tightly  shaped  skid 
plate,  folding  brake  and  shift  levers,  snail 
chain  adjusters  and  both  wheels  mount  so 
as  to  be  quickly  removed,  if  not  as  quickly 
as  the  experts  in  the  ISDT  do  it. 

Also  like  the  bigger  versions,  the  IT  175 
has  the  motocross-descended  suspension: 
leading  axle  forks  and  monoshock  rear. 
Rear  wheel  travel  has  been  increased  this 
year,  from  7.3  in.  to  8.1.  Although  that's  a 
modest  change,  it  puts  the  IT  above  aver- 
age for  the  class.  The  duplex  cradle  frame, 
with  large  backbone  serving  as  the  housing 
for  the  monoshock.  is  mild  steel.  Major 
change  for  the  '79  model  is  the  steering 
rake,  pulled  back  from  32°  to  29.5°.  an- 
other change  shared  with  the  big  'uns. 


One  modest  advantage  unique  to  the 
175  concerns  the  engine.  Top  enduro  bikes 
currently  are  usually  built  around  molo- 
cross  models. 

With  the  big  versions,  because  Yamaha 
already  had  a  400  and  a  250  motocrosser. 
those  ITs  simply  got  the  MX  engines, 
tuned  down,  softened  and  in  some  model 
years  a  little  outmoded.  When  you  only 
squeeze  30  bhp  out  of  a  40  bhp  package,  so 
to  speak,  you  get  an  engine  that's  plenty 
strong  and  maybe  larger  and  heavier  than 
the  power  output  can  justify. 

The  IT  1 75.  though,  didn't  have  a  direct 
counterpart.  What  the  IT  175  i.s.  is  a  125 
motocross  engine,  made  bigger  to  fit  the 
class  and  with  porting,  carb  and  such 
juggled  just  enough  to  give  as  much  power 
as  before,  but  delivered  in  calmer  fashion. 
The  six-speed  transmission  is  matched  to 
the  engine,  with  wide  ratios  so  there's  a  > 


oon  Photos  by  Henry  N  Manney  III 
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Engine  has  benefited  from  several  years  of  refinement:  pulls  well  at  low  speed  and  makes  power  on  top 


speed  t'nr  e\er\  purpose.  1  he  exhaust  pipe 
is  dinihle  wall,  with  the  expansion  cham- 
ber reworked  Ibr  niid-ranue  and  the  com- 
plete system  tucked  out  of  the  way.  1  he 
silencer  has  a  Ibrestry-legal  spark  arrester 
sti  the  IT  can  be  used  on  public  land  and  is 
polite  about  it. 

The  engine  has  worked  well  since  it  was 
introduced,  so  for  1979  the  factory  made 
onlv  minor  chanucs.  The  intake  and  ex- 
haust ports  are  hiuher.  with  I  mm  added  to 
the  bottom.  I  his  extends  the  duration  of 
the  port  openiniis.  without  losini;  elfective 
compression,  and  adds  power  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  rpni  range. 

At  241  lb.  with  hall  a  tank  of  mix  the 
IT  1 75  isn't  especially  light  and  is  a  tad 
heavier  than  its  rivals,  the  Su/uki  PEI75 
and  Honda  .\R1S5.  Oddly,  in  light  of  the 
weight,  the  I  I  feels  on  the  small  side. 

The  numbers  don"t  show  this.  When  the 
fork  was  pulled  back  the  w  heelbase  lost  a 
fraction  of  an  inch,  and  w  hen  extra  travel 
was  given  to  the  rear  w  heel,  ground  clear- 
ance had  to  be  increased  as  well,  but  in 
general  the  dimensions  haven't  changed 
much  in  three  vears  the  175  has  been  on 
the  market.  The  \arious  measurements, 
that  is.  bar  width,  seat  height,  peg  height, 
tank  length,  etc..  are  close  to  the  Honda 
and  .Su/uki  figures,  but  e\er\  rider  above 
live-tbot-ten  commented  that  the  11  felt 
not  quite  full  si/e.  More  like  a  9/IOs  scale 
motorcycle,  which  isn't  a  bad  thing  to  be  in 
this  class. 

There's  a  break  in  the  famil)  tree  here. 


7  he  Y7.\2f<  tested  with  the  other  \  25  moto- 
crossers  this  month  also  feels  smaller  than 
the  others,  while  some  of  its  parts.  mostl\ 
the  rear  suspension,  don  t  work  especiallv 
well. 

The  smallisli  11.  though,  descended 
from  the  same  line  of  thought  and  using 
the  same  themes,  wurks  ver\  well.  We 
suspect  .some  of  this  comes  from  not  fid- 
dling w  ith  a  good  thing.  F.very  model  year 
Yamaha  fits  another  version  ol' the  nmno- 
shock.  First  time  we  trieil  liic  monosiiock 


we  said  it  WDuld  be  better  w  hen  the  bu 
were  worked  out.  We  say  the  same  tiling 
elfect  in  the  125  group  test.  Thing  is.  il 
bugs  don't  seem  to  get  worked  out  becaii 
they  do  a  rework  instead. 

i  he  11  isn't  the  focus  ol  the  lactor\ 
eves,  which  is  one  reason  we  sa\  the  11 
virtues  are  modest.  I  he  rear  shock  for  li 
"79  IT  1 75  has  been  updated  since  new.  h 
not  wildlx  changed.  The  damping  can  I 
adjusted  w  ith  the  body  in  place,  the  spni 
load  can  be  changed  but  you  must  remc 
the  body,  and  because  the  IT  worked 
well  from  day  one.  we  didn't  fool  w  iih  it 
all. 

Both  ends  of  the  bike  are  biased  towa 
hard  and  fast  trail  riding.  The  forks  are  st 
on  cross-grain  and  the  back  feels  o\e 
damped  just  a  click  or  two  on  chop] 
ground  and  the  occasional  rain  rui. 

With  the  pace  stepped  up.  the  fo 
stiffne.ss  pays  ort'  by  resisting  sudden  m 
lion  and  bottoming.  The  rear  doesn't  s 
solid  unless  you  realK  hit  a  bad  one  I 
surprise.  Best  part  under  those  circui 
stances  is  that  the  rear  does  .  .  .  not  . 
kick.  Hmphasis  added  because  the  woi 
llaw  the  monoshock  has  shown  lo  dal 
enduro  or  MX.  big  model  or  small,  is  tli 
w  hen  the  back  wheel  goes  most  of  the  w 
down,  on  a  ledge  or  a  whoop  or  even  (n 
on  purpose,  of  course)  a  rock,  the  whe 
decompresses  w  ith  such  vigor  as  to  whai 
the  rider  with  the  scat. 

The  IT  isn't  terriblv  good  at  w  hippii 
acro.ss  w  hoops  w  ith  heavier  riders,  say  1 
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Detail  Photos  t>y  Steve  Kim 


Quick-release  rear  brake  lever  is  tucked  behind  axle.  Snail  chain  adjusters  allow  fast  work  but  sometimes  require  sharp  blows  with  a  Moja 
Hammer,  that  is,  a  rock.  Swing  arm  is  steel.  

couple  months  back  and  a  play  rider 
one  of  our  expeditions  commented  that 
liked  the  speed  fine,  but  when  he  rolled 
full  open  the  250  felt  as  if  the  front  end 
light  and  the  rear  snaking  and  skipping 
it  got  on  ragged  edge  of  traction.  O 
fastest  man  said  he  knows  the  feeling, 
the  IT250  doesn't  do  that.  Really  fast  bil 
like  the  Maico  250  do  that. 

Depends  on  what  we  mean  by  fast  a 
enough  power. 

Perhaps  the  ITI75's  best  modest  virt 
is  that  it  doesn't  skip  or  skate.  The  pow 
comes  in  three  distinct  levels,  each  suiti 
to  what  various  riders  will  want. 

First,  with  light  throttle  and  early  shif 
the  175  is  as  tractable  as  could  be.  Sta: 
well  hot  or  cold,  by  the  way.  and  n 
flawlessly  for  several  months— we  enjoyi 
riding  the  little  gem  so  much  ue  ke 
forgetting  to  do  the  actual  test,  w  hich 
also  why  the  photographs  show  more  m 
than  is  our  custom.  Not  so  much  as  a  spa 
plug  was  needed  and  we  never  found 
rider  over  the  age  of  consent  whom  ' 
couldn't  trust  not  to  keep  the  IT  in  har 
Putt  around  the  campsite  all  day, 
needed. 

Stage  Two  is  novice  on  the  trail,  runni 
the  engine  between  chug  and  shrie 
Plenty  of  mid-range  power,  enough  to  { 
up  the  routine  hill  if  you've  got  enough  r 
and  shift  down  before  the  thing  bo 
Seems  like  a  good  performer  and  there 
as  noted  above,  no  sensation  of  fori 


lb.  or  more.  The  engine  will  provide 
enough  speed  to  use  up  all  the  travel,  and 
the  IT  gets  into  a  pitching  motion  made 
more  obvious  by  the  bike's  small  feel.  A 
lighter  or  shorter  rider  probably  won't 
notice  this. 

The  steeper  rake  has  quickened  the 
steering.  Not  to  an  extreme,  as  it  still 
responds  slowly,  compared  with  the  other 
enduro  machines  anyway.  The  high  center 
of  gravity— big  monoshock  above  the  en- 
gine, small  engine  below  the  monoshock. 
means  you  can  move  the  e.g.  a  long  way 


per  degree  of  lean,  which  you  can't  do  as 
well  when  the  weight  is  lower,  and  the  IT 
will  take  a  firm  bite  on  turns,  flat  or 
bermed.  provided  the  rider  has  shifted  his 
weight  forward  and  fed  lots  of  lock  into  the 
steering.  The  IT  did  as  well  in  sand  as  the 
power  would  allow.  Steers  fine,  but  be- 
cause it  is  only  a  175,  in  deep  sand  an 
adult's  weight  will  make  it  hard  for  the 
engine  to  keep  the  tires  skimming  along 
the  surface  in  top  gear. 

Enough  power?  What  enough  means 
depends  on  the  rider.  We  had  the  IT250 
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noshock  body  lives  inside  the  large  backbone.  Damping  can  be  adjusted  with  the  shock  in  place. 


out  to  be  unleashed.  Good  stable  plat- 
m.  easy  to  ride. 

Stage  Three  is  a  bonus  gift:  There  is 
vc  waiting  to  be  unleashed.  One  of  the 


w  went  out  to  do  a  top  speed  run.  more 
the  record  than  for  a  record,  and  came 
astonished.  First  thing  he  knew  he 
s  rocketing  down  a  dirt  road  with  70  + 
ming  on  the  speedo.  blazing  across 
rdpack  and  through  the  occasional  .sand 
row.  Like  an  arrow,  he  said,  this  little 
cal  will  go. 

And  it  will.  There  is  a  top  end.  the  best 
class.  The  Honda  185  w  ill  do  its  best,  the 
/uki  175  has  a  few  mph  more  than  the 
>nda.  but  the  IT  will  dust  'em  both.  Keep 
>n  the  pipe  and  it  becomes  a  real  enduro 
vc.  Plus,  because  the  power  comes  on  in 
traight  line,  the  good  rider  can  hang  the 
ck  wheel  out  and  keep  it  there  without 
y  sudden  jolts.  Nice. 
Aside  from  the  feeling  of  being  some- 
v\  too  big  for  the  bike,  the  test  riders 
)orted  no  problem  with  controls.  The 
ikc  and  shift  levers  do  look  outboard, 
t  neither  got  kinked  and  nobody  meni- 
icd  the  seat  or  the  levers  pro  or  con. 
jally  a  sign  that  they  are  okay. 
Front  brake  worked  well,  the  back  also 
:ept  that  we  set  it  on  the  loo.se  side, 
rlially  because  Yamaha  dirt  bikes  mostly 
■  touchy,  and  partially  because  the  en- 
le  isn't  torquey  and  too  much  rear  brake 
1  stall  the  thing  without  the  rider  being 
are  of  using  that  much  pressure.  As  with  > 


Leading  axle  forks  offer  average  travel,  handle  large  bumps  better  than  small  ones. 
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YAMAHA  m7SF 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $1257 

Fork  travel   7.7  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter  36mm 
Rear  wheel 

travel   8.1  in. 

Tire,  front  3.00-21 
IRC  knobby  4  p.r. 

Tire,  rear   4.00-18 

IRC  knobby  4  p.r. 
Engine  two-stroke  Single 
Bore  X  stroke  .  ..66  x  50mm 
Piston 

displacement  171cc 

Compression  ratio  7.4:1 

Claimed  power   na 

Claimed  torque   14.5  ft. 

lb.  @  7500  rpm 
Carburetion  34mm  Mikuni 

Ignition  GDI 

Lubrication  system.. premix 
Primary  drive  ..helical  gear 
Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

6th  9.26 

5th  11.03 

4th  13.12 

3rd  16.54 

2nd   22.83 

1st  34.08 

Oil  capacity 

(transmission)  1.3  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  2.5  gal. 

Fuel  tank 

material  plastic 

Swing  arm 

material  steel 

Starter  primary  kick 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

Frame  material  steel 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase  55  in. 

Seat  height   34.5  in. 

Seat  width  6.5  in. 

Seat  length  20.5  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center  14.5  in. 
Handlebar  width  .  33.5  in. 
Footpeg  height  ...12.75  in. 
Footpeg  to 

seat  top  21  in. 

Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  6  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center      5.25  in. 


Swing  arm 

length  18.25  in. 

Swing  arm  pivot 

to  drive  sprocket 

center  3.5  in. 

Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size   2.12  in. 

Ground 

clearance         10.25  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  29.5° 

Trail  5  in. 

Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel   241  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  46.6/53.4 
FEATURES 


Forks  adjustable 

with  air?  d 

Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable?  y 
Rear  shock 

rebuildable?  n 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?  y 

Does  owners  manual  she 

how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?  ...yi 
Does  pipe  burn 

rider?  r 

Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable?  y( 


60"  — 


36"  — 


24' — 


12" 


the  other  ITs.  the  175  did  a  General  Wash- 
ington across  every  stream  we  could  find. 
Fuel  consumed  is  a  function  of  power 
produced  so  it  follows  that  the  175  went  a 
goodly  distance  on  its  2.5  gal. 

Okay,  the  IT175  isn't  perfect.  We  had 
occasion  earlier  this  year  to  try  a  "78  IT  175 
completely  equipped  by  DG  Performance. 
Different  bike,  with  more  power,  more 
wheel  travel,  all  the  extras  a  serious  rider 
would  need  to  make  the  ISDT  team.  A 
competitive  racer  would  need  this  level  of 
equipment  to  perform  at  this  level  of  skill 
and  speed.  If  the  other  chaps  can  go  80 
through  the  rocks,  you'd  better  be  ready  to 
do  the  same. 

But  the  fullrace  IT  is  fearsomely  expen- 
sive. 

The  175  engine  puts  a  limit  on  rider  size 
in  some  areas.  It's  fast  .  .  .  for  a  175.  This 
isn't  like  being  fast  like  an  1T250.  In  terrain 
where  you  can't  run  an  1T400  or  such  wide 
open,  the  175  would  work  well  for  fast 
riders  of  light  weight  or  play  riders  of  adult 


HI'    r  1  „  . 


stature.  But  if  you're  average  or  more,  and 
you  ride  where  vou  can  use  power,  or  want 
to  win  now  and  again,  the  175  probably 


<    »  »  j  .  N 


will 
need 


need  some 
a  larger  eng 


modifications  ox  yoi 
me. 
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The  BMW  dipstick  still  makes  checking  the  oil  /eve/  a  challenge. 
Throttle  cable,  choke  cable  and  the  fuel  tank  petcock  are  all 
positioned  so  the  dipstick  can't  be  easily  removed. 


New  shift  linkage  was  added  to  all  BMWs  in  1978.  The  RT  gets  a  he 
-and-toe  rocker  shift  as  well.  Because  the  lower  edge  of  the  fairing  i 
too  close  to  the  front  of  the  shifter,  it  is  difficult  to  use  the  rocker  shi, 
as  it  was  intended. 


power  characteristics  of  the  motor  have 
endeared  it  to  touring  riders  because  of  the 
excellent  low-end  power  and  the  way  it 
effortlessly  cruises  at  high  speeds.  With  a 
94x70.6mm  bore  and  stroke,  piston  speed 
is  held  down.  And  the  3: 1  rear  end  ratio,  a 
tad  lower  than  the  2.91:1  of  the  S  and  RS 
models,  is  still  high  enough  to  allow  the 
leisurely  engine  to  relax  in  its  duties. 

It  is  a  simple  engine  to  work  on.  There 
are  two  cylinders  and  a  total  of  four  valves, 
easily  adjusted  with  common  tools.  Igni- 
tion is  provided  by  a  battery  and  points, 
the  points  hidden  under  an  engine  cover 
and  driven  off  the  end  of  the  cam.  A  new 
points  assembly,  allowing  the  BMW  tim- 
ing to  be  adjusted  with  the  engine  running 
and  isolating  the  points  from  the  camshaft 
with  a  tang-and-groove  coupling,  was 
added  to  all  the  BMWs  this  year. 

The  carburetors,  two  40mm  Bing  CV. 
are  easily  accessible,  accessible  enough 
that  the  float  bowls  can  be  accidentally 
kicked  off  the  carbs.  With  the  overhead 
valve  layout,  it  could  hardly  be  easier  to 
pull  the  heads  or  cylinders  for  top-end 
work. 

The  BMW's  suspension  has  its  own 
charm.  With  nearly  8  in.  of  travel  in  front 
and  nearly  5  in.  in  back,  the  Bee  Em  is 
more  than  able  to  handle  the  largest 
bumps  found  on  paved  roads.  It's  particu- 
larly adept,  for  a  thousand  cc  motorcycle, 
at  handling  unpaved  roads.  Although 
BMW  can  no  longer  claim  to  make  the 
only  street  bikes  with  good  suspension,  the 
BMW  suspension  is  still  among  the  best 
available  on  street  bikes. 

Much  of  the  appeal  BMWs  have  always 
had  has  been  in  the  special  features. 
Things  like  the  tool  kit.  which  includes  a 
monogrammed  shop  towel,  six  chrome- 
vanadium  wrenches,  tive  Allen  wrenches. 


13,  19,  21  and  22mm  sockets,  two  screw 
drivers,  a  pair  of  lineman's  pliers,  tire 
iron.s.  tire  patching  kit  and  an  air  pump. 
Then  there's  the  H-4  quartz  headlight, 
dual  Fiamm  horns,  levers  on  the  shocks  for 
adjusting  spring  preload,  and  locking  ca- 
ble which  fits  inside  the  frame  backbone 
when  not  in  use.  An  auxiliary  electrical 
circuit  with  a  socket  on  the  left  side  of  the 
motorcycle,  under  the  seat,  can  power  elec- 
trical accessories  like  radios,  electric  riding 
clothes  or  a  CB.  BMW  offers  an  AM-FM 
radio/intercom  which  plugs  into  the 
socket.  Footpegs,  for  both  the  rider  and 
passenger,  are  adjustable,  allowing  a  rider 
to  move  the  passenger  pegs  up  for  his  own 
use  or  move  them  back  to  avoid  inter- 
ference with  a  passenger.  On  the  RT 
there's  a  voltmeter  and  quartz  clock,  be- 
-sides  the  usual  electronic  tachometer  and 
speedometer.  The  controls  are  sleek:  the 
throttle  is  a  straight-pull  Magura.  a  cable 
connects  the  dog-log  brake  lever  with  the 
brake  master  cylinder  under  the  gas  tank. 
Dual  petcocks  provide  full  use  of  the  6.3 
gal.  gas  tank,  give  a  backup  should  one 
petcock  get  plugged  up,  and  enable  a  rider 
to  have  three  levels  of  reserve  going  from 
only  one  petcock  on  to  that  petcock's 
reserve  to  the  next  petcock  on  and  finally 
to  the  second  petcock's  reserve,  each 
switch  telling  the  rider  he's  that  much 
closer  to  needing  fuel. 

All  those  features  cost  money  and  they 
all  make  for  a  quality  motorcycle. 

The  features  which  turn  a  normal  big 
BMW  into  a  RiOORT  lend  to  the  impres- 
sion of  quality.  The  fairing,  which  initially 
looks  like  the  fairing  from  a  BMW  RS  with 
a  taller  windshield,  is  in  fact  almost  en- 
tirely different  from  the  RS;  it  just  looks  so 
sleek  it  can  be  mistaken  for  the  more 
sporty  model.  Incorporated  in  the  fairing 


are  lockable  storage  compartments,  ,k 
justable  air  vents,  a  windshield  which  ca 
be  adjusted  over  a  10°  range  to  suit  ride 
of  different  heights,  the  voltmeter  an 
clock,  and  mirrors  which  look  like  part  ( 
the  fairing,  rather  than  an  add-on  a 
ce.s.sory.  Beyond  the  attractive  shape,  the 
is  an  impression  of  quality  in  the  excellei 
paint  work  and  nicely  finished  interior  > 
the  RT  fairing. 

Even  the  saddlebags.  BMW's  norm 
Krauser  bags,  are  a  quality  product,  car 
fully  designed  and  produced.  The\  can  I 
removed  from  the  motorcycle  in  second 
mounted  just  as  quickly,  are  spacious  ar 
attractive. 

More  than  any  motorcycle  we've  testt 
in  the  past  year,  the  RT  brought  for 
comments  of  approval  from  onlookers.  Ii 
normal  enough  for  a  flashy  new  Honda 
elicit  excitement  from  Honda  owners  or 
new  Superbike  to  win  friends  at  the  dn 
strip,  but  the  BMW  drew  praise  for  i 
looks  from  dirt  riders.  Honda  owners,  no] 
motorcyclists- in  short,  people  of  all  pe 
suasions.  The  Beemer  is  not  just  attracti\| 
it's  striking:  it  doesn't  look  like  any  oth 
motorcycle  on  the  highway  and  the  equij 
menl  on  the  RT  is  certainly  unlike  at 
other  equipment  available.  At  least  for 
little  while. 

Does  the  striking  styling  lend  itself 
superior  function,  the  way  BMWs  ha 
always  looked  different  and  perform( 
better  than  other  motorcycles  in  their  ov 
little  niche?  The  answer,  generally,  is  nc 

Most  of  the  RT's  identity  comes  frc 
the  fairing:  also  most  of  the  problei 
come  from  the  fairing.  Unfortunately  f 
BMW.  the  company  also  sells  the  Lu 
meister  fairing,  patterned  very  close 
after  the  successful  Vetter  Windjamm 
And  BMW  riders,  particularly  those  w 
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Detail  photos  by  Steve  Kim 


TWO 
WHEEL 


ACCESSOfflErfor  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  and  others 


INSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800-645-6066  ^fjn^^ 

except  N.Y.,  Hawaii  &  Alaska   Or  Call  516-248-5775 


C-SUK*  STUrFH-  21'  loii. 
12"  diimetef.  All  features,  puis 
"P>S£y  beck"  pouch. 
Red.  Blue,  BiKk    |f  j  41 


t-snnn  us  -  lO"  ditmeter. 

\T*  long.  Holds  two  twimets 
and  cfothrng  Travels  securely. 
Three-snap  flap  Heavy  duly 
slings.  Red,  Blue.  Black  (t1.49 


RAINPROOF 
CYCLE  lUCfiAGE 


Cruise  at  coi>- 
stant  speed 
without  strain 
and  fatigue. 
Installs  in 
minutes,  vir- 
tually un- 
breakable. 
for  Honda, 
Yamaiia.  Su- 
zuki. Kawasaki. 
#01042  »11.M 


SV  1*1  C«RRT-«IL  lUCUtC  Fits  all  bars. 
?tf  in  a  jifty.  Double  lined,  heavy  duty 
'I.  full  zipper  enclosure.  Waterproof.  2- 
ip  carry-handle,  use  as  hand  luggage. 
■  bigh.  #ag)SO  -  Black  only  J19  95 
uie  heavy  duty  #08128  Black  or  Brown  J29.95 


NEW  CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  GAUGE 

^09126   iKIHDt  CBX.  GLIOOO. 
Citrj  heavy  duly  internal  springs  CB750K/F  (79), 
2"  diameter,  full  270  sweep  CBSSOK/F 

CB400f/350F  $16.50 
CB750K  F(thrL  •78). 
CB750A  $15.95 
y*kMHA 

500-750  $19.50 
XSII  $15.95 

Mwasoi 

KZ750.KZ650. 
K2400  $19.50 
SOO  1000  $15.95 
SUZUKI 

CSIOOO  750  550 
iOO  $15.95 
HAILET  OtVIOJON 
74fX  $IS.50 
74.  Sportster  $19.95 


KRYPTONITE 

CYCLE  LOCK 


MOTOCROSS  GLOVES  Simulated  leather 
in  black  4  st/es  S.M,L.XL.  #04710 
Pr  $4.95    ?  pr  $8.49 


D-TANK  BAG  Straps  to 

fas  tank:  12"il0"i6". 
opside  map  pocket  and 
persona)  effects  pouch. 
Heavy-duty  slrng  for  tahe- 
along  convenience. 
Red.  Blue.  Black  $16.49 


COfttPLCTt  Sn  All  ttiree  bats  m 
matchtng  colors  Red.  Blue.  Black  $40.00 

CYCLE  COVERS  Form  fitted, 
protects  against  all  weattier. 
Heavy   gau^e,  dotti 
backed.  Resists  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
With  tie  straps. 


FUEL  GAUGE  Fits  all  Honda  flip 
cap  models,  all  years.  Mounts 
r-a'^iiy  witti  Honda  recall  locks 

flisn  Y,ini3ha  75  ^  ti-ind;  ,in1 
Kawasaki  iro^d)  Easily 
tnstdl'cd  .  """^MAi.*  03952 


#04688 
COOL  WCATNEI  UUNTim 

Soft  cowhide  gloves,  foam 
lining  for  warmth  &  comfort. 
Insulated  vinyl  gauntlets, 
adjustable  wrist  strap  Black 
w  maroon  &  white  stnoe.  Sizes 
XS.  S.  M.  L.  XL        $19.49  pr- 


&\ke  shown  includes 
sissy  bar  &  pad, 

"tnctshield  S  fairing, 
luggage  fjck  and 
s«ddle  bags. 


"Mo.  1  PATCH" 

For  SUZUKI.  HONDt, 
TAIUHt,  MWASMI, 
HARUY. 

Brilliant  Red.  White 
&  Blue  embroidered. 
4"  high.  Iron-on 
or  sew-on.  Specify 
name.  No.  86 

$1.50 


Moped  Cover  %2tM 
<950  For  teocc  t  smaller  tlUS 
«9S1  For  7S0ec  i  smaller  :  3tJS 
'9«2  »  Sissy  Bar  JUS 
«9t4  »  Wndshid  MM 
•966  Sissy  Bar  S  Wndshld  :  MM 
•970  For  lOOOcc  ' 
•972  »  Sissy  Bar  '  M.N 

•974  w  Wndshld  :  31J5 

'976  Sissy  Bar  i  Wndshld  %»1M 


CRUISE  HELPER  Effortless 
throttle  control  Eliminates  fatigue,  wrist 
pains.  Quick,  easy  on-off  installation. 
Fits  all  cycles.  $2.49 


SILVER  WING  PATCH 

For  YAMAHA.  HONDA.  SUZUKI. 
KAWASAKI.  HARIET. 

1 1 "  wide  embroidered  patch  Silver  wings, 
black  and  gold  insignia  Iron-on  or  sew-on. 
Specify  name.  No.  30  50 


NtO"  SADDLE  BASS  For  on  or  oil  bike  Double  duty 
i  III  under  seat,  over  seat,  over  shoulder  Heavy 

Naugahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
t  reinforced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit. 
1  bag  12"  wide.  11"  high.  iW  deep  Great 
ivation  for  free  &  easy  travel  Set  or  two 

« 09  074  Black  only  $19  95 

av.  duty  (Reinlorcedl  #  Qgpgg  Black  or  Brown   $24  99 
CUnOM  CHROME 

uucE  covns 

sturay  gleaming  chrome 
nms  dress  up.  protect 
your  gauges.  Fit  all 
Hondas  Kawasaki  900/ 
1000.  Harley  Sportster. 
Specify  model  #01416 
Set  of  two  $14.IS 


HI  PERFORMANCE  TUNE  UP  KITS 

(ith  Champion  Spark  Plugs  'IJ''" 

:lude  U  s  made  points  4  condensers 
so  leeiei  gauges  &  point  lubricant 


miEAGLE  PATCH  for 
[Rhonda,  yamaha.  hariet 
.kawasaki.  suzuki 


rmefy  detailed  7  color 
'embroidered  patch, 
nron/e  wings,  brown 
body,  silver  head  &  legs, 
yellow  talons  ft  beak 
Iron-on  or  sew-on. 
4  sties  Specify  name 
Monster  10" «  ll'/i" 
No  103  $13.99 
Giant  8"  «  10" 
No  77  $8.95 
Regular  3 '  j"  «  5" 
No.  81  $3.49 
Mini  2'i"  I  3>«" 
No.  90  $195 


*0B754 
•CFIECT-A-FRAME 

Adds  over  7"  of  reflective  safety 
V  rea-  Crr-^Tip  in-nmcrt  durable 
rci  lc»jn  V.i;:;  aiumirum 
backplate  and  all  hardware.  For 
all  bikes  Specify  State  ICal .  NY. 
etc  )  of  license  plate.  $4.95 


HElMn 
OUICK  RELEASE 


Quick  release  that 
works  like  a  miniature 
seat  belt 

Replaces  "■D"  rings, 
$2.98 


Visit  •w  nlir  rttiil  Itcilitii. 


NEW  CYCLE  SPAT 
protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting  One  size 
fits  all  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps  Extra  strap 
included  Black  or 
Brown  $3.98 

#0SSS2         NtlMtT  $PEAI((*S  Weitherpropt  reniott 

  speaker  irtounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Fits 

Wi  slllp  WtrMaitfe  earphone  jack  of  transistor  radio  2H"i  IVk". 

  Includes  cable  connectors  #04256  S12  95ei 

Optional  2-hclmet  tttachnient  #04298  I4.M 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
K  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do-it-Yonrjelf«r" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adiusfments. 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 


rtailed  tuning  specs.  Also  available 
th  resistor  plugs  (aM  $2). 


CB;50  550  500  lours 
CB  CL450  500  twins 
CB  CL350  360  twins 
KAWASAKI 

900  lOOO  $17.20 
K240O  twins  r74-on|  $  9.35 

K2650  $17.20 
SUZUKI  eSlOOO,  GSSSO,  G$750/8S0 
Sp«cify  Denso  or  KoAusan  points  si  7.20 
GS400  $14.49 
YAMAHA 
XS650  ('76-onl 
TteSO  Xsl  B.XS2|'69-'74| 
ROaOO  twins 
HARlfV  DAVIDSON 
fL.FLH.FX(70-77)'  FXE. 
Low  Rider  (75-'77):  FU  (•70-'74)  $».9« 


KAWASAKI 

Zl/IOOO 
Triples 
Singles 
KZ6S0 


■73-78  ST.tS 

■69-75  Um 

•69-75  i«.M 

77-78  $7.tS 


$15.20 
$14.49 
$12.45 
$12.45 


$14.49 
$16.90 
$14.49 


TWO  WAY  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring.  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 

normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals.  All  plastic, 
non-electric,  no  maintenance  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect. 
Works  hands-free.  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  Oflhr  2  oi. 
$8.19  Sft  3  or  more  $7.80  sDt. 


HONDA 

GllOOO' 

750 

350-550  Fours 
450/500T 
350  360T 
XL  Series 
Elsinore  Series 
125'200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


75-77 
■69-78 
■71-78 
'66- '76 
■68  76 

72-  75 

73-  75 
•69-76 
•68-^75 


YAMHA 

Street  2-strokes 
Endures 
4  strokes 
SUZUKI 
Triples 

Singles  (  Twin 


$7.99 
$7.99 
$899 
$8  95 
$7.99 
$8.99 

$8.89  GS750 
$8.99 


#04242 


'  AM.  FM  portable  radio  attachment  93. •■ 


•67-^75 

•68-'74  U.n 
•70-'74  W.M 

•72-74  tt.tS 

•7D-'74  it  n 

77-78  $7.85 

HARLn  DAVIDSON 

All  V  twins          ■75-^77  ti.tS 
'Other  name  brand  manuals  will  be  supplied. 

W«  rviervc  ttt«  riftit  to  iliip  eaulv.l.nt  manual, 
wtien  avaiiabitlty  or  slock  prevents  immediate  shipment. 


EAGLE  PIN 

#05154 
Finely  detailed.  English  made 
lit ''high  Gold  only  For 
Honda.  Yamaha,  Suzuki. 
Kawasaki.  Harley  Davidson 
Specify  ^2.98 


06148 

DOUBLE  SADDLE 
PLACEMENT  SEAT 

w  concept  in  custom  seats.  Use  your  original  seat  base.  Install  pre-formed  foam 
1  cover  yourself.  Fits  like  slock.  Half-hour  installation  complete  with  directions, 
glueing,  no  cutting,  no  special  tools  needed.  Black  only.  For  Honda  GLIOOO, 
750K,F  A,  CB6S0,  CB550K/F,  400  Hawk,  CX500,  CBX  Kawasaki  KZ900/1000, 
iiO  Yamaha  XSllDC,  750-2D/E/SE,  650  ^76  t  latere  Suiufci  6S1000.  BS850. 
750/55O,ST75O/550,GS40O, 


NEW  1979-80  CATALOG  $1.50 

'-■0  Ai[  M.ti!  (Myrt'itT.-  r.  I'  A'jfl.'l 


TWO  WHEEL  ACCESSORIES® 
at  Honda  of  Mineola 


NAME    - 

ADDRESS   

CITY  -   STATE  ZIP- 

Year  Model  "  Serial  '   


33G  JERICHO  TURNPIKE 
MINEOLA.  N.r.  11501 
(S1EI248S77S 


QUAN. 

ITEM  and  # 

SIZE 

PRICE 

n  Y  Sljle  lesidenls  aM       ules  la>            ^,J(J  ga/.  Shipping 

(MlninDPi  $1) 

□  Sgacri  Handtng  »  Oky  8150  addition*  lopunail  TOTAL 

O  «a 

□  D 


Cl.i 


Overall  outline  of  the  RT  fairing  is  similar  to 
the  RS  fairing,  but  the  RT  is  larger,  has 
additional  features  and  provides  better 
protection. 


Normal  BMW  halogen  headlight  is  mounted 
to  fairing  brackets.  A  rubber  boot  mounts 
between  the  fairing  and  the  headlight. 


BMW's  RT  model  has  rear  disc  brake  mstsi 
of  the  drum  used  on  normal  R100T  mode 


have  been  riding  BMWs  since  the  R60 
days,  frequently  adorn  their  motorcycles 
with  American-style  touring  gear,  mean- 
ing lots  of  convenience  and  lots  of  very 
functional  equipment.  In  Germany  an  ac- 
cessory cannot  legally  be  mounted  on  a 
BMW  (or  any  other  vehicle)  without  the 
accessory  first  being  approved  by  the  man- 
ufacturer of  the  vehicle.  So  in  Germany 
the  competition  for  BMW  fairing  has  a 
handicap.  Not  so  here.  Lots  of  other  fair- 
ings are  available  and  Americans,  gener- 
ally, place  high  value  on  function. 

On  the  surface,  the  RT  fairing  appears 
very  functional.  But  when  a  rider  tries 
adjusting  the  windshield  to  suit  him.  he 
will  find  that  even  in  the  most  upright 
position  it's  a  bit  short  for  riders  over  6- 
foot-2,  and  in  the  most  angled  position  it's 
a  bit  tall  for  riders  under  about  5-foot- 10. 
And  then  there's  the  matter  of  protection. 
All  the  test  riders  noted  an  abnormally 
high  amount  of  buffeting  around  the  head 
when  riding  on  the  RT.  A  passenger  suffers 
even  more.  All  the  windtunnel  testing  ap- 
parently was  done  to  reduce  aerodynamic 
drag,  not  to  improve  protection  from  wind. 

The  windshield  also  is  thinner  than 
usual  American  windshields,  so  it  needs 
creases  in  its  edges  to  lend  support.  The 
creases  detract  from  visibility  through  the 
windshield.  At  the  outer  edge  of  the  wind- 
shield there  is  a  cap  strip,  black  and  a  half- 
inch  wide,  which  trims  the  plexiglass 
nicely  but.  again,  detracts  from  vision  and 
is  annoying  for  a  rider.  To  have  an  adjust- 
able windshield.  BMW  uses  a  rubber 
molding  to  seal  the  bottom  edge.  The 
molding  has  small  rubber  pins  which  are 
pulled  through  holes  in  the  bottom  edge  of 
the  plexiglass,  but  the  pins  will  pull  off 
after  the  first  time  the  windshield  is  re- 
moved, making  reinstallation  of  the  wind- 
shield difficult. 

Because  the  mirrors  mounted  on  the 
fairing  are  farther  away  from  the  rider  than 
usual  bar-mounted  mirrors,  the  field  of 


view  is  far  smaller— too  small,  in  fact.  And 
the  fairing  vibrates  enough  thai  at  low 
engine  speeds,  say  below  4000  rpm.  the 
mirrors  yield  a  highly  blurred  image. 

Air  vents  are  a  .seemingly  good  idea,  but 
the  vents  on  the  RT  could  give  more  air. 
The  hottest  parts  of  a  rider  on  a  warm  day 
are  still  the  shins  and  feet. 

Then  there  are  the  storage  compart- 
ments. By  American  standards,  the  storage 
compartments  are  tiny,  not  able  to  hold  a 
standard  size  35mm  SLR  camera.  Worse  is 
the  position  of  the  lock,  at  the  lower  out- 
side corner  where  the  peculiar  hinged  key 
rubs  against  the  edge  of  the  fairing  when 
the  covers  are  unlocked,  making  removal 
difficult.  It  took  a  half-hour  to  remove  one 
of  the  covers  the  first  time,  although  having 
the  latch  at  one  corner  allows  the  other 
corner  to  be  lifted  up  easily  for  a  peek 
inside. 


Passenger  footpegs  as  well  as  rider  pegs  are 
adjustable,  allowing  a  more  comfortable 
seating  position.  Adjustment  is  limited,  how- 
ever, and  the  distance  from  fairing  edge  to 
front  of  saddlebags  makes  for  a  tight  fit  with 
a  passenger  aboard. 


Designing  a  fairing  for  only  one  brar 
of  motorcycle  does  allow  some  beneli 
The  mounting  .system  should  be  simpi 
and  fit  better,  though  our  RT  arrived  u  i 
the  fairing  loose  on  the  mounts  and  corrt 
installation  required  first  loosening  up 
the  mounts  and  remounting  the  fairir 
But  the  fairing  fits  around  the  motorcy 
closely,  two  foam  pads  on  the  inside  of  t 
fairing  touching  the  sides  of  the  gas  lar 
The  best  feature  of  the  fairing  is  also 
worst.  The  panel  which  fits  around  the  fo 
tubes,  which  has  rubber  boots  to  allow  t 
forks  to  move,  stops  the  updraft  coninn 
on  other  fairings  that  makes  rainy  weatli 
riding  miserable.  The  panel  also  ncccs 
tates  a  restricted  steering  lock,  a  total 
70°  rather  than  84°. 

Overall  the  additional  RT  equipmi. 
does  little  to  hinder  serviceability.  Rcnu 
able  panels  around  the  engine  are  oas 
pulled  for  normal  service.  The  onlv  pan 
ular  difficulties  are  in  changing  fuses  a 
tires.  The  fu.ses  are  in  the  headlight  sli 
and  to  reach  them  the  headlight  cover  li. 
must  be  removed,  the  rubber  gasket  whi 
holds  it  has  to  be  pulled,  the  hoadlii 
taken  out  of  the  shell  and  finally  the  fu- 
are  accessible.  Rear  tire  removal  is  ma 
more  difficult  by  the  saddlebag  mounii 
bars  and  is  further  complicated  b\  the  a 
di.sc  brake.  The  drum  brake  BMWs  i 
among  the  easiest  cycles  on  which 
change  rear  tires,  so  the  difference 
noticeable. 

One  other  piece  of  the  RT  packa 
attracted  considerable  comment:  the  he 
and-toe  shifter.  A  year  ago  BMW  chang 
to  the  Heim-jointed  shift  lever  v\  hich  i 
proved  shifting.  Now  the  same  linkage 
connected  to  a  lever  extending  fore  and  i 
of  its  pivot  point.  Because  the  shifter 
mounted  closely  to  the  lower  edge  of  i 
fairing,  a  rider  with  a  size  12  boot  couldi 
downshift  without  moving  his  foot  off  t 
footpeg.  No  one  could  use  the  heel  porti 
of  the  lever  for  upshifts  easily.  The  answ 
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Magura  dog-leg  levers,  straight-pull  throttle  and  handgrips  are  used. 
The  levers  are  fine,  the  throttle  works  well,  but  the  grips  were  uncom- 
fortable for  most  riders. 


Master  cylinder  for  the  front  brakes  is  hidden  under  the  gas  fans 
A  cable  connects  the  cylinder  with  the  brake  lever  Steering  dampc 
with  four-position  handle  shown  at  the  steering  crown,  is  a  hydrau.v 
damper 


RT  fairing  has  a  dashboard  for  voltmeter,  quartz  clock,  ignition  switch,  and  has  room  for  additional  switches.  RT  uses  the  same  gaut\ 
as  last  year's  BMWs,  rather  than  the  larger  gauges  from  the  R65. 


was  to  use  just  the  front  portion  of  the  lever 
as  a  normal  shift  lever,  but  in  that  case  a 
conventional  rubber-covered  lever  would 
be  superior. 

Details  aside,  the  RIOORT  has  some 
vcr)'  endearing  qualities.  Cruising  along 
back  roads,  ihc  speedometer  indicating  a 
speed  above  the  double  nickle  way 
above— is  where  the  big  Beemer  comes  into 
its  own.  The  long  travel  suspension  sops  up 
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large  bumps  and  dips,  keeping  the  bike  on 
an  even  keel.  Stronger  fork  springs  help 
resist  front-end  di\c  and  make  the  bike 
more  stable  at  the  cost  of  a  soft  freeway 
ride,  an  acceptable  trade,  fhe  big  Twin 
efforllesslv  pushes  the  BMW  along  as 
easiK  al  100  mph  as  it  does  al  half  that. 
The  immense  lou-end  pmverof  the  BMW 
is  simph  ilicre.  not  making  itself  obvious 
until  a  rider  climbs  oil"  the  BMW  and  onto 


a  motorcycle  that's  supposed  to  be  mo 
powerful,  yet  can't  jerk  the  rider  forwai 
with  the  same  authority  that  the  BMh 
has.  It  is  quiet,  smooth  (particularly 
engine  speeds  over  40(K)  rpm.  or  an  in»( 
cated  75  mph  in  high  gear),  there  is  am|] 
power  for  climbing  hills  or  passing,  at 
the  6.3  gal.  gas  lank  pro\  ides  a  range  of  2L 
mi.  under  normal  conditions.  The  engii; 
and  suspension  are  as  pleasant  for  ovi\ 

Copyrighted  material 


ig-travel  front  forks  fiave  7  9  in.  of  travel.  Dual  front  disc  brakes       Standard  Krauser  saddlebags  mount  quickly,  fit  close  to  ttie  bike,  are 
drilled,  require  heavy  lever  pressure  for  normal  stops,  but  work     spacious  and  attractive.  They  would  be  better  if  the  bike's  ignition 
I  in  the  wet.  key  could  be  used  to  lock  the  saddlebags. 


:-highway  work  as  any  motorcycle 

idc. 

Even  the  transmission  is  pleasant  to  use. 
fting  easily  with  nary  a  crunch  to  be 
ird.  After  years  of  BM  Ws  which  shifted 
;  Caterpillar  tractors,  it's  a  treat  to  find 
•  new  BM  Ws  improved.  A  spring-loaded 
11-type  damper  in  the  drive  shaft  of  all 
A  BMWs  is  responsible  for  the  improve- 
•nt  in  shifting.  Combined  with  the  inter- 
I  damper  in  the  transmission  and  the 
A  shift  linkage,  it  leaves  little  to  com- 
lin  about,  although  the  heavy  flywheel 
I  makes  shifting  a  leisurely  occupation, 
□n  the  debit  side  of  the  ledger  are  the 
le  details:  the  seat  that  will  make  a  man 
nfess  sins  he  hasn't  committed,  han- 
:bars  that  managed  to  alienate  all  our 
ers,  hand  grips  which  compound  prob- 
ns  with  the  handlebar  bend  making  the 
suirc  even  more  uncomfortable. 
The  self-returning  sidestand  can  allow 
■  motorcycle  to  fall  over  too  easily,  the 
in  front  disc  brakes  require  far  more 
.ssure  for  normal  stops  than  any  other 
)torcycle  save  the  Harley-Davidson 
ortster.  and  the  bike  comes  with  four 
ferent  keys,  now  that  BMW  has  dis- 
.crcd  the  one-key  .system.  True,  one  key 
cs  operate  the  ignition,  fairing  pockets, 
k  lock  and  gas  cap.  but  another  key  is 
eded  for  the  locking  cable  and  two  keys 
:  needed  for  the  .saddlebags,  one  to  latch 
:m  closed  and  another  to  latch  them 
to  the  motorcycle.  All  details. 


There  are  more  serious  drawbacks,  too. 
Load  capacity  of  the  BMW  is  limited  and 
there  isn't  room  enough  beside  the  swing 
arm  for  a  larger  rear  tire  which  might  be 
able  to  carry  more  weight.  A  normal  size 
rider  and  passenger  are  a  full  load  for  the 
Bee  Em.  Handling  is  stable  and  secure,  but 
cornering  clearance  is  only  moderate,  the 
right  rocker  arm  cover,  footpeg  and  brake 
lever  grounding  on  the  right  side,  the  side- 
stand  and  footpeg  grounding  on  the  left. 
Because  the  rear  end  of  the  BMW  has  lots 
of  travel  and  drops  significantly  when  the 
gas  is  backed  ofi'.  it's  easy  to  scrape  things 
when  cornering  hard  on  the  bike.  Because 
of  the  gentlemanly  nature  of  the  big  BMW. 
cornering  clearance  isn't  a  problem. 

It's  the  nature  of  the  motorcycle  which 
saves  it.  As  a  direct  competitor  to  other  big 
bore  bike.s.  it's  short  on  speed  and  lacks  the 
convenience  of  the  latest  Japanese  eflbrts. 
But  the  person  who  will  buy  the  RT  won't 
be  buying  it  because  it's  faster  or  more 
exotic  in  mechanical  details,  but  because 
it's  not  like  any  other  motorcycle. 

The  BMW  RIOORT  will  appeal  to  the 
traditional  BMW  buyer,  a  person  who 
values  a  BMW's  difTerence  at  any  cost. 
And  some  because  of  the  cost.  What's 
important  about  the  RT  is  not  that  it's  as 
fast  as  a  Japanese  500  or  that  it  costs  as 
much  as  three  motorcycles  of  the  same 
performance,  but  that  it  is  different.  As 
other  bikes  are  getting  heavier  and  growing 
cylinders  and  camshafts  and  valves,  the 


BMW  remains  relatively  light  and  simple 
and  it  hasn't  forsaken  low-speed  trac- 
tability  and  power  for  maximum  horse- 
power achieved  at  an  engine  speed  rarely 
used. 

If  a  rider  can  survive  the  first  thousand 
miles  and  become  accustomed  to  the  ec- 
centricities of  the  big  BMW.  it  becomes  an 
enticing  motorcycle.  Even  those  who 
didn't  enjoy  riding  the  Beemer  appreci- 
ated the  influence  it  has.  the  sheer  exis- 
tence of  a  lightweight  big  bike  with  long- 
travel  suspension  and  mildly  tuned  engineffl 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $6345 

Engine  oliv  opposed  Twin 
Bore  X  stroke..  . 94  x  70.6mm 

Displacement   980cc 

Compression  ratio  9.5:1 

Carburetion   (2)  40mm 

Bing  CV 

Air  filtration  treated  paper 

Ignition  battery/points 

Claimed  power  65  bhp 

@  6600  rpm 

Claimed  torque   55.7  ft. 

lb.  @  6500  rpm 

Lubrication 

system   wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  2.4  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  6.3  gal. 

Recommended 

fuel  premium 

Starter  electric 

Alternator   12v,  250w 

Headlight  60/55w 

halogen 

Clutch   single  disc, dry 

Primary  drive  none 

Final  drive  shaft, 

bevel  gear 

Gear  ratios,  overalhl 

5th  4.50 

4th  5.01 

3rd  6.21 

2nd   8.58 

1st  13.20 

Suspension, 

front  telescopic  fork 

travel   7.9  in. 

Suspension, 

rear  swing  arm 

travel   4.9  in. 

Tire, 

front  ..3.25H-19  Metzeler 
Tire, 

rear...  4.00H-18  Metzeler 
Brake,  front     dual  10.1  in. 

disc 

Brake,  rear  10.1  in. 

disc 

Total  brake  swept 

area  231  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 

rider)  3.1  Ib./sq.in. 

Wheelbase  57.8  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  28° 

Trail   3.7  in. 

Handlebar  width     27.5  in. 

Seat  height   32.5  in. 

Seat  width  11  in. 

Footpeg  height   10.8  in. 

Ground  clearance   7  in. 

Test  weight  (w/ half-tank 

fuel)  550  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent  46.4/53.6 

Gross  vehicle  weight 

rating  877  lb. 

Load  capacity        327  lb. 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph       3394  rpm 

Power/ weight  ratio  (160-lb 
rider)  10.9  Ib./bhp 

Fuel 

consumption    43.2  mpc 

Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  ind  26.4  mph 

60  mph  ind  55.0  mpt 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   31  ft 

from  60  mph   156  ft 

Standing  start 

y^-mile  13.97  sec 

@  94.04  mph 

Speed  after 

Vi  mile  102  mpl 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   42  mpf 

2nd  65  mpl 

3rd  90  mph 

4th  112  mph 

5th  124  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30   2.09  sec 

0-40   3.18  sec 

0-50   4.33  sec 

0-60   6.04  sec 

0-70   7.15  sec 

0-80   9.21  sec 

0-90   12.20  sec 

0-100   17.62  sec 
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[hir  curves  make  it  easy 

for  you  to  handle  yours 

Xnnouncing  the  anatomically  designed  Castre^ 

Cross  Country  Glove 


Exclusive  break-away  '*Whip-Stitch/' 
^signed  to  pad  and  reduce  stress  on 
itical  separate  inner  stitching  by 
irposely  tearing  away  during  heavy 
5>use,  offering  nearly  twice  the 
?am  life  of  competitive  gloves. 

A  feature  no  other  higher 
'iced  glove  has  made 
jailable  until  now. 

e  Navy/Red 


C3000 

Cross  Countty  Glove 


A  lot  of  gloves  ma 
look  like  the  Castre  Cros 
Country  Glove,  butthey'r 
not  built  like  them. 

This  is  the  first  an( 
finest  anatomically  de 
signed  glove  line  on  th 
market  today. 

Just  check  oi 
Castre's  TRI-CURVE 
features,  which  are  built-ir 
to  eliminate  blisters  cause< 
by  bunching. 

Count  the  curves. 
One.  Curved  across  your  knuckle. 
Two.  Curved  laterally  from  your 
wrist  to  little  finger. 
Three.  Curved  the  length  of  your 
hand. 

With  extra  palm  paddinc 
plus  reinforced  protection  o 
both  the  thumb  and  little  f  inge 
to  help  minimize  seam  tears. 

Made  of  the  finest  cowhide 
with  triple  braided  double-stitche 
seams  to  help  reduce  tear-outs. 
Competitively  priced  an 
available  in  men's  sizes,  smal 
medium,  large  and  extra-large 
Castre  gloves  give  yo 
the  comfort  and  control  you  nee< 
to  handle  the  most  difficult  ride. 


Gloves  for  all  seasons, 

and  all  reasom 


Available  Navy/Yellow 

\STRE  INCORPORATED   429  TRENA  AVENUE   LANCASTER,  PA  17601 

Castre  Motorcycle  Products  available  at  participating  Castre  dealers  or  through  Castre  Inc.,  Lancaster.  Pa. 


Project  Hawk 

Can  a  Honda  Hawk  Challenge  the  Yamaha  RD400s  in  410  Production 
Racing?  The  Answer  Is  Just  Around  the  Corner 


Like  many  other  racing  classes.  410 
Production  club  racing  is  fiercely 
competitive  and  dominated  by  one 
kind  of  motorcycle:  Yamaha's  RD350/ 
400.  Until  last  year,  the  Box  Stock  class  in 
most  areas  was  similarly  filled  with  Ya- 
maha two-stroke  Twins.  But  the  American 
Federation  of  Motorcyclists'  Box  Stock 
class  last  year  in  Southern  California  was 
won  by  a  Honda  Hawk,  ridden  by  CW 
contributor  Pat  Eagan. 

Eagan's  goal  for  1979  is  to  prepare  a 
Hawk  for  410  Production  and  challenge 
the  two-strokes  in  the  more  competitive 
Production  class.  A  worthy  goal  it  is,  and 
one  worth  making  a  Cycle  World  project. 

Box  Stock  is  Just  what  it  sounds  like:  the 
motorcycles  are  raced  unmodified  except 
that  handlebars,  tires  (DOT  approved), 
and  shocks  may  be  changed.  AFM's  Pro- 
duction class  is  more  liberal,  particularly 
when  it  comes  to  the  engine.  "Internal 
engine  modifications  are  allowed,  but  the 
stroke  may  not  be  changed,"  says  the  rule 
book.  Stock  carburetors  and  exhaust  sys- 
tem must  be  used,  however,  and  these  are 


the  chief  limiting  factors  to  the  develop- 
ment of  horsepower.  The  chassis  must 
remain  basically  stock,  but  shock  absorb- 
ers, rim  width  and  diameter,  and  swing 
arm  gusseting  can  be  changed.  To  accom- 
modate rim  changes  on  motorcycles  with- 
out easily  replaceable  rims  (like  the  Hawk 
Type  II  and  RD  Yamahas).  the  complete 
wheel  assembly  can  be  changed,  providing 
it  mates  directly  to  the  unmodified  brake 
and  drive  components. 

The  project  began  with  a  Honda  Hawk 
Type  II.  The  Hawk  in  stock  trim  weighs 
406  lb.  with  a  half-tank  of  fuel.  That's 
about  30  lb.  heavier  than  either  last  year's 
RD400  or  the  lighter  Hawk  Tl  which 
doesn't  have  the  Til's  ComStar  wheels, 
front  disc  brake,  electric  starter,  tachome- 
ter and  assorted  cosmetic  changes.  Why 
the  Til?  The  disc  in  front  is  worth  it  in  410 
Production.  In  Box  Stock  racing  the  Tl's 
front  drum  would  fade  after  three  or  four 
laps,  a  serious  flaw. 

After  receiving  the  Hawk  it  was  care- 
fully broken  in:  never  run  at  a  steady 
throttle  setting  or  engine  speed,  gradually 


the  load  and  rpm  were  increased  until 
was  run  briefly  at  top  speed  when  it  hi 
accumulated  350  mi.  Then  it  had  a  caref 
tune-up,  oil  and  filter  change,  and  it  we 
to  the  drag  strip. 

In  order  to  measure  changes  in  perfo 
mance  from  the  engine  changes  to  I 
performed,  the  quarter  mile  was  to  be  tl 
test.  It's  fair  and  it's  realistic.  A  dynamor 
eter  is  useful  in  development,  but  tl 
ultimate  measure  of  success  is  who  finish 
first  and  the  drag  strip  would  provide  tl 
information. 

With  a  fresh  tune-up  and  carb  je 
changed  from  the  stock  105  main  jets 
115  main  jets,  the  Hawk  ran  14.11  sec. 
90.63  mph,  14.09  at  91.09  and  14.08 
90.90  in  its  first  three  runs.  When  Cyc 
W?rW  tested  its  first  Hawk  the  quarter  mi 
time  was  14.57  sec.  at  86.20  mph.  Not  on 
was  there  a  sizeable  improvement  in  pq 
formance.  the  new  figures  were  compar 
ble  to  the  RD400  performance.  Tl 
careful  break-in  was  most  likely  respon: 
ble  for  the  excellent  performance. 

continued  on  page 
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At  the  Champion  Spark  Plug  200: 

A  Royal  Performance 

Last  September,  "King"  Kenny  Roberts  breezed  into  Laguna 
Seca  for  the  Champion  Spark  Plug  200  fresh  from  his  European 
triumph:  The  World  500cc  Championship.  And  then  the  Yamaha 
ace  proceeded  to  dazzle  the  crowd  royally  with  record  speeds. 

Thundering  victories  in  both  Formula  750  heats.  And   

spectacular  wheelies  past  the  checkers 

And  sparking  it  all  was  Champion. 
The  spark  plugs  most  factory 
racing  teams  use  for  winning 
performance  and  dependabihty. 

Next  time  you  buy  plugs,  take 
a  princely  tip  from  the  "King'.' 
Treat  yourself  royally  with 
Champions. 


champion  Spark  Plus  Company  •  Toledo.  OH  43661 


m. 

[champion  I 

You  cant  buy  a  better  plug. 
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If  you  think  the  only  virt 
you're  way  off  track. 

ContnWins  offer  much  more  than  speed  alone. 

Above  all,  safety.  A  high  performance  speed  tire  must  be  a  safe  tire.  ContiT%vins 
are  rated  for  sustained  speeds  up  to  130  MPH.  At  normal  touring  speeds  that's  an 
extra  margin  of  safety  for  you. 

At  60  MPH  ContiTwins  are  rated  to  carry  25%  more  than  the  (already  generous) 
load  capacity  printed  on  the  sidewalls. 

ContiT%vins  were  designed  for  severe  acceleration,  ridingand  braking  in  all  weather 
conditions.  (Touch  them:  you  can  actually  feel  the  difference  of  their  soft  rubber 
compound.) 

As  for  mileage,  many  riders  report  10,000  and  more  miles  on  our  rear  Twin. 
So,  if  safety,  reliability  and  excellent  mileage  are  what  you  are  looking  for  in 
touring  tires  equip  your  bike  with  a  set  of  ContiTwins. 


f  Contilwins  is  high  speed, 


Tjnn  \A/!i  II  Q»  root  Woe  t    IwnHhiirct    W    I  07nr 


Combustion  chamber  shape  impression  was  made  with  R.  T.  V.  Silastic.  The  impression  will 
used  for  ordering  custom  pistons. 


Norris  valve  springs  use  a  damper  spring  between  the  inner  and  outer  valve  springs.  Titani. 
spring  retainers  are  not  only  light,  but  don't  compress  as  much  as  aluminum  retainers. 


continued  from  page  74 

The  next  order  of  business  was  to  get 
more  horsepower.  Quarter  miie  times  for 
the  race-winning  RD400s  run  around  13 
seconds  flat  at  about  100  mph.  That  was 
the  goal. 

Finding  the  parts  wouldn't  be  easy.  In 
order  to  build  a  motorcycle  representative 
of  club  racing  efforts,  off-the-shelf  parts 
would  be  used,  rather  than  having  custom 
parts  made.  But  there  have  been 
exceptions. 

Only  two  camshaft  manufacturers.  Nor- 
ris and  Mega  Cycle,  made  cams  for  the 
Hawk  when  the  project  began.  Because  of 
the  carb  and  exhaust  restrictions,  the 
mildest  grind  from  each  company  was 
ordered.  Timing  of  the  two  cams  was  very 
similar,  but  the  Mega  Cycle  cam  had  0.050 
in.  more  lift  than  the  Norris  cam. 

Jerry  Branch  of  Branch  Flowmetrics  of- 
fered to  port  the  cylinder  head.  The 
amount  of  work  needed,  though,  proved  to 
be  minimal.  Branch  said  Honda  had  done 
a  good  job  of  designing  the  head;  valve 
included  angles  and  port  angles  were  all 
good  for  gas  flow.  Also,  because  the  com- 
bustion chamber  is  shallow,  it  promotes 
even  combustion  and  good  flame  propaga- 
tion. The  head  received  a  general  clean- 
up; the  only  area  relieved  significantly  was 
in  the  exhaust  port.  Because  the  valves 
weren't  shrouded.  Branch  predicted  the 
porting  job  would  increase  flow  no  more 
than  6-7  percent.  Valve  shape  wasn't 
changed,  but  the  valves  were  highly 
polished. 

Branch  said  there  should  be  a  minimum 
clearance  of  0.060  in.  between  the  intake 
valve  and  piston  at  TDC  on  overlap.  Mini- 
mum clearance  for  the  exhaust  valve 
should  be  0.040  in.  Some  clearance  is 
obviously  needed  so  the  valves  and  pistons 
don't  collide  at  high  rpm,  but  Branch  said 
that  when  the  intake  charge  is  entering  the 
cylinder,  it  curves  around  the  intake  valve 
toward  the  valve  relief  in  the  piston  and 
needs  some  room  to  enter. 

To  measure  the  clearance,  we  used  rosin- 
core  solder,  0.080  in.  thick.  The  solder  was 
bent  in  U-shaped  sections  and  placed  over 
the  valve  reliefs  in  the  pistons.  Then  the 
head  went  on.  the  camshaft  turned,  the 
valves  opened  and  the  solder  depressed, 
showing  how  much  clearance  was  left  be- 
tween the  piston  and  the  open  valves.  The 
soft  solder,  being  rosin-core,  is  tubular  and 
collapses  easily  enough  so  as  not  to  bend 
valves  or  damage  pistons.  The  Mega  Cycle 
cam.  with  the  most  lift,  still  had  0.050  in. 
clearance  on  exhaust  and  0.080  in.  clear- 
ance on  intake.  No  valve  relieving  need  be 
done  on  the  stock  pistons. 

Back  at  the  drag  strip,  the  Hawk  was  run 
with  each  cam.  First  came  the  Norris 
KI370  Road  Hawk.  With  the  115  main 
jets  installed,  the  bike  ran  13.96  .sec.  at 
91.93  mph.  13.98  at  91.93.  and  14.07  at 
90.54.  The  Mega  Cycle  was  tried  first  with 
stock  jetting  and  ran  13.96  sec.  at  94.24 
mph.  13.87  at  94.43,  and  13.85  at  94.24,  a 
marked  improvement.  Because  the  bike 


felt  a  little  flat  in  the  mid-range,  the  115 
main  jets  were  installed  and  the  times  were 
13.68  .sec.  at  94.40.  13.71  at  94.83.  and 
13.68  at  94.53.  The  limes  had  dropped 
four-tenlhs  of  a  second  and  trap  speed 
increased  nearly  4  mph  by  changing  cams. 

Next  came  the  modified  head.  With  the 
same  Mega  Cycle  cam  and  1 15  main  jets 
installed,  the  bike  consistently  ran  three- 
tenths  of  a  second  slower  and  was  down  5 
mph  in  trap  speed.  Other  main  jets  were 
tried,  larger  and  smaller,  and  the  times 
were  worse.  With  the  Norris  cam  mounted 
in  the  modified  head,  the  times  were  four- 


tenths  of  a  .second  slower  and  4  mph  km 
Apparently  the  larger  exhaust  port,  wh 
combined  with  the  restrictive  stock  ^ 
haust  system,  lowers  port  velocity  .i 
gives  less  power.  The  head  will  be  tested 
a  Super  Street  Hawk  later  for  evaluati 
with  bigger  carbs.  open  exhaust  and  lari 
displacement. 

When  the  season  opened  at  Ontario 
February  the  Hawk  was  run  with  minin 
changes.  The  Mega  Cycle  cam  was 
stalled.  Graham  Sheet  Metal  cafe  rai 
handlebars  replaced  the  stock  bars.  Di 
coniinucd  on  page 
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Inverted  Foldout  slip-sheet 


1.  Open  the  foldout  page 

2.  Insert  this  sheet  with 

1.  Front  side  touching  the  free  page 

2.  Arrow  pointing  to  the  fold 

3.  Slice  the  folded  edge 


Free  end 


-1 


You've  seen  the  socctlled  "Specials' 
from  the  other  guys. 

Now  teast  your  eyes  on  something  really 
special.  Namely  the  new  Low  Slingers. 

What  makes  em  so  special? 

It  's  more  than  the  lean.  low  look. 

Even  more  than  neat  things  like  extended 
forks,  pull-back  handlebars,  tear-drop  tank, 
plush  step  saddle  and  chopped  A 
megaphone  pipes. 

It's  much  deeper  than  that.  ^ 

You  see.  xmderneath  it  all,  the  Low 
Slingers  are  GS  streetbikes. 

And  that,  friends,  is  very  special. 
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Foldout  slip-sheet 


1.  Open  the  foldout  page 

2.  Insert  this  sheet  with 

1.  Front  side  touching  the  free  page 

2.  Arrow  pointing  to  the  fold 

3.  Slice  the  folded  edge 

4.  Close  the  page  and  slip-sheet 
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The  Slinger  Sting. 


I A  Muscular  4-stroke 

//  DOHC  4-cYlinder 

/  engine  powers  the 

]  GS-550L,  750L  and 
lOOOL  This  mighty 

^  mill  uses  a  roller 

W,j  bearing  crank- 

^  shaft  for  high-RPM 

/  /  performance. 


other  Stingen 


Mag-Type  Wheels 

Extended  Forks 

PuU-Back 
Handlebars 

Sleek  Tear-Drop 
Tank 

Plush  Step  Saddle 

Chopped  Mega- 
phone Pipes 


SPECmCATIONS 
Displacement 
Starter  STStem 
Transmission 
Suspension:  Front  Fork 
Suspension:  Rear  Swing  Aim 

Brakes:  Front 

Brakes:  Rear 

Tires:  Front 

Tires:  Rear 

Fuel  Tank  Capacity 

Seat  Height 

Dry  Weight 

Color 


GS-550L 

549CC 

Electric  &  kick 

6  speed,  constant  mesh 

Oil  damped 

Oil  damped.  5  load  settings 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

325-H19 

3,75-H18 

13  lit  (3.4  gal) 

797mm  (31.4  in)  • 

208  kg  (460  lbs) 

Black  Maroon 


GS-750L 

748CC 

Electric  &  kick 

5  speed,  constant  mesh 

Oil  damped 

Oil  damped.  5  load  settings 

Hydraulic  caliper  double 
discs 

Hydraulic  caliper  disc 

3.25-H19 

4.50-H17 

13m  (3  4  gal) 

793mm  (31.2  in) 

233  kg  (514  lbs) 

Blue.  Maroon 


GS-IOOOL 

997cc 
Electric 

5  speed,  constant  mesh 

Air,  oil  damped 

Oil  damped.  5  load  settings. 

4  damping  adjustments 

Hydraulic  caliper  double 

discs 

Hydraulic  caUper  disc 
3  50-V19 
450-V19 
15m  (4  0  gal) 
825mm  (32  5  in) 
240  kg  (529  lbs) 
Blue.  Maroon 


All  specifications  In  this  brochure  are  based  on  the  latest  product  information  available  at  the  tune  of  publication  The  right  is  reserved  to 
make  changes  at  any  time  without  notice  In  specifications,  prices,  colors,  materials  and  equipment,  and  to  discontinue  models  U  S,  Suzuki 
tvlotor  Corp ,  Santa  Fe  Springs,  CA  90670,  Printed  in  U  S, A,  Part  No.  99922-79337 


Suzuki.  The  performer,  j**^, 
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)  K-81  tires  were  mounted  and  the  turn 
nals  and  stands  were  removed  as  per 
[uirements.  That  was  it.  The  competi- 
n  was  highly  modified  and  showed  the 
lefit  of  previous  years'  experience  with 

RD400s.  Still.  Eagan  and  the  Hawk 
ished  fourth,  down  on  both  power  and 
nering  clearance  compared  to  the  fast- 

Yamahas.  but  quicker  than  the  slower 
i-strokes. 

rhe  opening  race  pointed  out  the 
wk's  shortcomings.  Ground  clearance 
ist  be  improved.  AFM  rules  allow  re- 
^itioned  exhaust  systems  for  improved 
nering  clearance,  but  the  Hawk  uses 


lat  Honda  calls  a  Power  Chamber,  a 
■gc  cross-over  housing  between  the  two 
haust  pipes  under  the  engine.  The  Power 
lamber  effectively  prevents  the  exhaust 
stem  from  being  raised  on  the  bike. 
If  the  exhaust  can't  be  raised,  the  motor- 
L'le  needs  to  be  raised  with  longer  sus- 
nsion  components.  Works  Performance 
Dvided  a  set  of  long-travel  shocks  for  the 
ir  of  the  Hawk.  Number  I  Products 
ade  two  sets  of  damper  rods,  one  %-in. 
nger  than  stock,  the  other  l'/4-in.  longer. 
;w  top  bearings  were  made  to  regain  lost 
gagcment.  To  eliminate  excessive  (2-in.) 
rk  spring  sacking.  1-in.  spacers  were 
ded  at  the  top  of  the  springs  for  preload, 
flerent  spring  and  damping  rates  will 
mc  later. 

Ground  clearance  on  the  right  side  of 
s  Hawk  is  limited  by  the  brake  lever, 
urse.  when  in  a  righthand  turn,  leaned 
er  all  the  way.  the  rear  brake  can't  be 
ed  to  slow  the  bike  because  it's  already 
aping.  Alloy  Graphics  has  fabricated  a 
u  brake  lever  and  heli-arced  a  cable 
.civer  on  the  rear  drum  backing  plate, 
owing  repositioned  footpegs. 
At  this  time,  there  are  no  aftermarket 
;ike  pads  available.  If  some  are  found. 
:y  will  be  tried.  Stock  brake  parts  are 
juired.  but  different  pads  are  allowed, 
le  advantage  to  most  stock  pads  is  a 
Juction  in  fade.  The  rear  brake  is  less 

>tos  by  Ron  Hussey 


important.  A  rear  brake  shouldn't  fade  and 
shouldn't  be  prone  to  locking.  Control 
comes  first;  quick  lap  times  are  a  result  of 
control. 

To  take  advantage  of  the  increased  angle 
of  lean  available,  a  set  of  racing  slicks  will 
be  mounted.  Theoretically,  the  slicks  will 
give  better  traction  for  cornering,  although 
sometimes  the  higher  cornering  forces  re- 
sulting from  the  slicks  can  cause  a  nor- 
mally good  handling  motorcycle  to  wob- 
ble. The  only  way  to  find  out  if  the  Hawk 
can  handle  the  slicks  is  to  try  them. 

Getting  more  power  from  this  point  on 
will  be  more  diflRcult.  A  set  of  valve  springs 
from  Norris  Cycle  Products  have  been 
installed.  The  springs  use  a  flat-wound 
harmonic  damper-spring  between  the  in- 
ner and  outer  springs.  Titanium  retainers 
are  used  with  the  Norris  springs.  The 
advantage  of  titanium  retainers,  besides 
the  reduced  weight,  is  a  reduction  in  run- 
in.  Aluminum  retainers  normally  seat-in 
0.015  to  0.030  in.  while  titanium  retainers 
don't  change  size.  Because  off-the-shelf 
high-compression  pistons  aren't  available 
yet  for  the  Hawk,  custom  made  pistons 


may  be  added. 

With  increa.sed  braking  control,  traction, 
cornering  clearance,  and  some  more 
power,  the  Hawk  should  be  in  the  hunt.Q 


JUNE  1979/87 


EVAUMATIONS 


Road  Rider  Air  RhIcs 


One  of  the  few  actual  criticisms  con- 
tained in  our  test  of  Honda's 
CX500  concerned  the  front  forks. 
They  give  generous  travel,  soak  up  little 
bumps  and  ripples  and  don't  have  much 
stiction.  They  are  soft,  which  means  the 
ride  is  smooth  and  comfy  and  adds  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  bike. 

Soft  also  means  (in  this  case)  that  it's 
possible  to  bottom  the  front  end  on  a  pot 
hole.  And  under  full  braking,  the  fork 
sinks  to  the  stops,  at  which  point  there  is  no 
front  suspension  and  the  wheel  can  hop  on 
the  pavement,  which  makes  braking  a  bit 
more  difficult. 

No  big  thing,  and  for  most  riding  condi- 
tions a  situation  that  can  be  lived  with. 

Unless  you  don't  have  to.  And  you  don't, 
thanks  mostly  to  motocross  engineering 
and  the  accessory  people. 

Long  travel  dirt  bikes  have  much  the 
same  problem,  that  is.  the  long  and  soft 
front  end  works  fine  until  you  use  all  the 
travel,  so  the  off  road  crowd  began  adding 
air  pressure  to  the  forks  several  years  ago. 
A  sealed  air  space  is  a  spring.  Better,  it's  a 
progressive  spring.  The  more  you  compress 
it,  the  stiffcr  it  gets.  Several  production 
motocrossers  come  with  air  fittings  on  the 
fork  tubes,  and  several  top-of-the-line 
street  Suzukis  and  Yamahas  have  the  same 
feature. 

Honda  hasn't  gotten  around  to  air  forks 
yet,  but  soon  as  we  found  the  CX500  had  a 
problem  which  lent  itself  to  the  system,  we 
checked  catalogs  and  found  an  air  fork  kit 
for  the  CX500,  offered  by  Road  Rider 
Accessories,  Inc. 

The  kit  is  complete.  There  are  two  caps, 
which  .screw  right  into  the  stock  tubes. 
Each  cap  has  two  threaded  holes.  There's 
an  air  valve,  two  fittings  for  a  plastic  bal- 
ance tube,  and  a  neat  little  pressure  gauge. 
The  four  bits  that  screw  into  the  four  holes 
interchange,  so  you  can  check  clearance  at 
the  top  of  the  tube  and  then  put  the  valve, 
the  balance  tube  and  the  pressure  gauge 
wherever  they  won't  interfere  with  the 
bars,  cables,  etc. 

In  the  case  of  the  CX500.  the  gauge  went 
at  the  upper  left,  the  tube  from  lower  left  to 
lower  right  and  the  valve  at  upper  right. 

Installation  took  maybe  20  minutes. 
(The  instructions  are  clear,  albeit  they  deal 
with  the  kit  more  than  with  the  model 
being  fitted.)  No  special  tools  were  needed, 
except  that  becau.se  the  CX  is  fairly  heavy, 
and  the  fork  springs  are  preloaded,  we  had 
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one  man  muscling  the  cap  into  the  tube 
with  the  handle  of  the  shop  hammer  while 
the  other  man  spun  the  wrench.  With  caps 
in  place,  the  fittings  were  screwed  in.  after 
being  dabbed  with  sealer. 

A  few  strokes  with  a  small  air  pump  and 
the  system  was  ready. 

It  works.  We  did  some  experimentation 
with  initial  pressure  settings  and  found 
that  at  8  psi  there  was  no  change  in  ride 
over  ripples  but  some  added  stiffness  on 
bumps.  The  forks  could  still  be  bottomed 
under  maximum  braking,  although  the 
stops  weren't  as  obvious  nor  did  the  tire 
hop  as  noticeably.  Pumped  to  20  psi.  the 
practical  maximum,  the  air  pressure  does 
prevent  bottoming  under  any  loading  le.ss 
.severe  than  a  trench  in  the  road.  But  the 
ride  is  noticeably  more  firm  and  a  little  of 
the  supple  comfort  is  lost.  Braking  control 
did  seem  to  be  improved,  although  we 
could  not  measure  a  difference. 

Using  higher  pressures  also  showed  that 
the  screw-on  valve  on  our  pump  wasn't 
adequate.  Pressure  changes  involve  a  tiny 
amount  of  air.  which  leaked  down  while 
we  were  removing  the  pump.  We  wound  up 
using  a  home  workshop  compressor,  with 
snap-on  valve.  This  isn't  exactly  a  flaw,  but 
it  does  mean  you'll  need  to  have  a  pump  in 
your  tool  kit  if  you  want  to  vary  pressures 
on  the  road. 


Conclusion:  the  air  caps  do  help.  They 
be  useful  for  add-ons  like  fairings  or  A 
extra  loads  and  they  do  improve  brakir 
without  major  loss  of  comfort.  But  pcrha( 
because  road  bikes  are  heavier  and  hav 
le.ss  wheel  travel,  pressurized  forks  don 
seem  to  have  the  effect  on  road  bikes  th; 
they  do  on  dirt  bikes. 

Road  Rider  otters  kits  for  most  populi 
big  bikes,  for  S32.95.  They're  sold  throug 
retail  stores,  so  check  your  local  dealer  c" 
have  him  order  through  the  distributo 
Helmet  House,  2115  Colorado  Blvd 
Santa  Monica,  Calif.  90404.  I 
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From  the  country  of :  Ferrari,  Fiat,  Maserati, 
Lamborghini,  Alfa  Romeo,  Lancia,My,  IHorini, 
IHorbidelli,  Laverda,...  Ciacomo  Agostini,>Valter 
Villa,Virginio  Ferrari,  ]Mtivolari,Varzi,  Farina, 
and...  Andretti  (do  you  need  more?) 

From  the  country  of  speed, 
the  latest  in  safety:  the  Integrall^ava  2. 


IntegrallMava  2 
Made  in  Italy  from  the  same  company  that  brought  you 
the  world  famous "'Granturismo^'grips. 


CXDCXD 


Send  SI, (XI  for  color  brochure  and  NAVA  racing  dccal. 

NAVA  &  CO. 

14336  SHERMAN  WAY 
VAN  NUYS,  CALIF.  91405 


It's  the  famed  Midland  Mobile 
Audio  67-440  car  stereo.  And 
the  most  ingenious  thing 
about  it  is  the  ExtraSensory 
Reception  it's  designed  to 
deliver. 

The  secret  is  Midland 
MicroPrecision'"  electronic 
tuning:  the  high-technology 
signal-search  system  that 
locks  on  stations  with  micro- 
processor precision. 

(B)     (C)     (D)  (JE) 


|o\on)>:g  8  3 

Touch  the  Autoscan 
Control  ("A"  in  the  diagram), 
and  it  scans  instantly  to  the 
next  strong  station,  holds  5 
seconds,  then  searches  on. 
Touch  the  "Hold"  Control  (B) 
and  you're  electronically 
locked  in. 

You  can  program  any  of 


5  FM  and  5  AM  Memory 
Control  keys  (C)  to  your  10 
favorite  stations. 

CURE 

SCHIZOPHONIC  SOUND. 
MicroPrecision  tuning  is 
Midland's  answer  to  "schizo- 
phonic"  double  signals 
that  can  fuzz  up  fidelity. 

With  usable  sensitivity  of 
12dB  and  total  system  power 
of  30  watts — 15  watts  per 
channel— with  1.0%  THD, 
and  a  signal-to-noise  ratio 
of  60dB. 

In  short,  state-of-the-art 
audio  output  without  the 
noise  and  distortion  of  many 
"high-output"  systems. 

Auto-Reverse  Cassette 
convenience  (D),  too.  And 
your  MicroPrecision  LED 
indicator  (E)  displays  a 
quartz-crystal  digital  clock 
when  the  radio  is  off. 

Your  67-440  is  one  of  3 


Midland  ExtraSensory 
Reception  receivers  with 
MicroPrecision  tuning. 
Others  feature  the  ingenious 
MicroPrecision  look,  at  less 
than  MicroPrecision  prices. 

END  EAR  WHACKS. 
Whether  you  choose  AM  'FM 
alone,  or  combined  with 
cassette  or  8-track,  your 
Midland  is  part  of  a  total 
sound  system. 

A  system  that  can — and 
should — include  new 
Midland  3-way  State  I  IT" 
20-oz.  magnet  speakers,  or 
any  of  many  other  powerful 
Midland  speaker  packages. 

Add  a  dash  of  Extra- 
Sensory, MicroPrecision 
genius  to  your  life  right  away 
at  a  fine  car  stereo  dealer 
near  you. 

Midland  also  brings  you 
great  innovations  in  CB  and 
television  sets. 


TRfBLC 


I 


PU.'5H  •  ■UHU  ON 
P(>tl    •   t\OlZ>  OFF 


^miN/ioBiLE  AUDIO  syiiii 

A  membei  oi  Ihu  DLTielicial  Corpotalion  Family 

MicroPrecision  electronic  tuning. 
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America's  Best  Hope  for  an  Open  Class  World  Champion  Challenges 
leikki  Mikkola  at  the  U.S.  Grand  Prix  at  Carlsbad 


by  John  Ulrich 


•ckey  (2)  has 
kkola  (1). 


the  holeshot  at  the  1978  SOOcc  USGP,  ahead  of  WorkI  Champion  Heikki 


radley  Gene  Lackey,  25,  has  pur- 
|Sued  the  SOOcc  Motocross  World 
Championship  for  six  years.  He 
could  have  earned  big  mohey  during  that 
time,  if  only  he  had  stayed  in  America  and 
raced  AMA  Nationals  for  a  large  Japanese 
firm.  Instead,  Lackey  chose  the  hard  way, 
heading  for  the  motocross  homeland  be- 
fore it  was  fashionable,  challenging  the 
European  masters  on  their  own  turf:  The 
Grand  Prix  circuit. 

He  started  out  with  Kawasaki  in  1972, 
winning  the  AMA  SOOcc  Championship, 
and  headed  for  Europe  in  1973.  That  year, 
still  on  Kawasaki,  Lackey  finished  the  year 
ranked  13th  in  the  World  Championship. 
He  was  lOth  at  the  end  of  1974.  his  first 
season  on  Husqvarna;  6th  in  I97S;  5th  in 
1976.  Lackey  switched  to  Honda  for  1977, 
finishing  4th. 

1978  was  Lackey's  best  year.  Still  riding 
for  Honda,  he  finished  second  in  the  point 
standings  behind  reigning  champion 
Heikki  Mikkola.  Throughout  the  season, 
the  pair  of  Lackey  and  Mikkola  often  ran 
off  in  a  private  battle  that  left  the  other 
riders  far  behind.  At  season's  end,  Mik- 
kola had  299  points,  scored  with  14  moto 
wins,  two  2nds,  six  3rds  and  one  6th. 
Lackey  finished  with  214  points  tallied 
with  four  wins,  10  2nds,  two  3rds,  one  4th 
and  one  5th,  with  three  DNFs  and  two 
DNSs.  Five-time  World  Champion  Roger 
DeCoster  was  third  with  172  points. 

But  Lackey's  end-of-season  totals  didn't 
accurately  reflect  how  much  competition 
he  gave  Mikkola.  For  example,  when  the 
SOOcc  motocross  circuit  came  to  Carlsbad, 
Calif,  for  the  U.S.  Grand  Prix,  Lackey  had 
a  legitimate  shot  at  taking  away  Mikkola's 
title.  Before  Carlsbad,  Mikkola  had  21 
points  over  Lackey,  147  to  126.  With  first 
place  in  a  moto  paying  IS  points  and 
second  paying  12  points.  Lackey  would 
have  had  to  beat  Mikkola  seven  times  to 
come  even  in  points.  But  if  Mikkola  failed 
to  finish  just  one  moto,  and  if  Lackey  could 
win  that  moto,  the  margin  would  narrow  to 
seven  points.  Three  moto  wins  could  give 
Lackey  the  points  lead. 

That's  not  the  way  it  happened.  Mikkola 
had  no  failures,  and  crossed  the  finish  line 
in  front.  Lackey's  bike  lost  its  chain  twice 
in  the  first  Carlsbad  moto,  once  while  Brad 
led  on  the  first  lap,  again  as  he  charged 
through  traffic  in  a  desperate  effort  to  make  > 
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LOW  PRICES 


QUALITY  BRAND  NAMES     •     FAST  SERVICE 


TIRES 


LOWEST 
PRICES... 
REE 

SHPPWG! 


MKHEIMIMS 

4  25V18  S49J8 

4  00H18. . . . 

3  50H1B   39M 

3.50H19. ... 
3.50V19.... 

Mich.  Tubes   5.79 

PZ  Also  Avail. 
C0NnNEIITALHlt2 

5.10-16  $52J8 

4.50-17   5tM 

5.10-18   SlJt 

4.25-18... 
4.00-18  .... 
3.50-18  .... 
3  25-18  Rib  Front     .  MM 
3.50-19  Rib  Front.  43J8 
Add  $5  lor  Tubeless 
DUNUr 
Ml  &  RSI  MHU 
•5  10-18  S44JS 

4.25-18   *IM 

4.10-18... 

3.60-18... 

4.10-19   39Jt 

•4.10-19  MKII  

•5  10-16 
•Raised  White  Letters 
Avail  Add  $C.OO 

Kt1HK> 

5.10x17. . 
4.25x18.. 

5.10x18  K.M 

4.10x19  41.U 

(Note:K81  MKII  &K  91  may 
be  used  hiteless  or  w/tube). 

Also  COODYEAI.  Call  lor 

Low  Prices' 


COMA  AUUIM 

Automatic  Controlled  by 
ignition  switch  Loud,  rugged, 
compact,  easily  installed 
1 -Year  warranty  $46.S8 


$34.88 


HELMETS 

All  Colors,  SIzea 
KU 

Motolll  SS8.99 

Star  II   as.99 

Magnum  II   71.99 

R-T   49.99 

Trials   47.99 

Star  120   77.99 

Replacement  Shields-Star  II 
Clear  or  Smoke  3  lor .  $7.99 
SHOCI 

S-20  SS1.99 

S-12   73.99 

Z-G  99.99 
Replacement  Shields 

3  lor  $7.99 

NAVA.  S7S.99 


Nate:  We  will  meet  or  beat 
any  legitimate  current  ad- 
vertised price  on  helmets  and 
most  accessories  Remember, 
FREE  SMIPflKG,  TOU-FREE 
Order  Phone.  Same  Day  Set- 
vice  Buy  Irom  the  friendly 
motorcycle  experts! 

MOM  CBX  COOOKS: 

KONIShoclis  $110.00.  Rack 
Factory  Aluminum  Luggage 
Rack  $109.95.  Air  Forks  Caps 
$14.95.  Windjammer  Fairings 
etc  CAUNOW! 


QUICK  DISCONNECT 
■ATTERY  CHARGER 

9  It  cord  SpecilyBor  12 
voll  $12.95 

BATTERY  TESTER 
$2.50 


HEIMATE  SPEAKER 

Listen  to  AM/FU  or  CB 
while-u-ride'  S9M.  Bi-Com- 
talk  to  your  passenger  $8.S8 


Speclly  Make 
Model 


$54.88  including  springs  Add 
scooter  CHROME  Springs 


BAR.END  MIRRORS 

Get  rid  ol  those  antlers'  Nice 
chrome  cale-style  mirrors 
Mount  inside  handlebars  in 
minutes  $8.99  each 


CHAIN/SPROCKET  KITS 

Finest  aluminum  rear  sprocket, 
steel  Iront  with  selMube  chain. 
Nearly  all  bikes  Give  make, 
model  ve.i'  169.50 


EIECTRONIC  NNITWNS 

We  carry  3  brands  DYNAIII 
SaSJM,  PRESTOLITE  $84.00, 
PER-LUX  $89.00.  Most  bikes. 


WISECO  2  STROKE  PISTONS 

Honda.  Yam.  Suz.  Bullaco. 
Maico.  Penton  etc  Standard 
to  080"  oversize  Huge  in- 
ventory Call  tor  prices  and 
applications 


FUMRBOARDS 

For  serious  touring  riders 
Includes  all  linkage.  Yam 
XS  1100;  Suzuki  GS  750. 
850.  1000; Kawa  900.  1000, 
1300;  Hon  750  $174.50. 
GL  1000  $157.50 


BW  BORE  KITS 

Forged  pistons  Super  strong. 
Honda.  Kawasaki.  Suzuki, 
Yamaha.  Harley  Call  lor  prices! 


VETTER  FABBNGS  Wind|ammer 
IV  $289110.  Vindicator  $239i» 
plushdwe  (Add  S20  to  ship 
anywhere  in  48  states)  Velter 
Saddlebags  $269.00  complete 
Free  shipping  All  Vetter  Options 
and  accessories  available 


APPU  WARMER  Just  the 
thing  lor  cold  weather  Attached 
to  helmet  and  keeps  your  neck 
warm'  SUM 


CITADEL  LOCK.  Defies  hack- 
saws, bolt  cutters  World's 
finest  motorcycle  lock  $34.88 


QUARn  HEADUMP 

Super  bright  top  quality  French 
made  Nearly  all  bikes  500  cc 
&  larger  Includes  bulb.  $19J8 
Yam  RD  350/400  $26.00. 
Spare  bulbs  $7.75 


VANDA4»UISE  Throttle 

Control  lor  Easy  Touring  SISJS 


CBX  6.INT0-1  PIPE 

Much  belter  than  sixk  Chrome 
S239.99.  Black  $229.00. 
Also  GL  1000  4-lnto-l  Chrome 
$159.00.  Yamaha  XS  750 
S149.00. 


KERKER  EXHAUSTS  4  into  1 
Hon,  Kaw,  Suz  Chrome 
$159.00.  Black  $14900.  Also 
KerkerOil  Coolers  Kerker 
Jacket  $46JS 


I  Fanxxis  Hi-Perl 
Smooth  Bores  Big  Power  Boost 
on  Hon.  Kaw,  Suz  Fours  Easy 
install.  S289.00.  Accel.  Pump 
also  avail 


LOCKHART  OIL  COOLERS 

The  best-  Complete  kit.  Honda. 
Kawa  .  Suz  ,  Yam,  Tri,  Harley 
$67.77.  Bypass  Valve  $28.77. 
(Extra  capacity  model  700 
cooler  also  avail.  Add  $13  50. 
Optional  chrome  add  $1 6  SO) 


AM  FORK  CAPS.  Improve 
Iron!  suspension  Street  and 
din  Quick  installation  Solid 
aluminum  Speclly  make, 
model,  year  $14.95  pair 
Equal  Fill  Kits  $21.95 


TRACY  BODIES  The  look  ol 
the '80's!  Call  lor  prices 


KMAMnLTERSSetoU 

Hon,  Kaw,  Suz  Fours  $22J8. 
Twin  Cyl  $12.95.  Complete 
K&N  line  for  most  bikes- 
Street/Din. 


■  TIRE  TOOl  Truly 
makes  tire  changing  easy 
S7J9.Tire  Mount  Lube  12 
Oz  $4.00 

Weitfi  Lariesi  SriKML 
Cil  Ikr  Prtett:  Baits,  Aim*, 

LfCklait,HmM,t«W, 
MriMirt  •  Jitl  AtMt  Enqr 
OtlMr  Ikp  NiiM  ki  Melw- 
qfdhif  at  Lew,  Lew  PHcnl 


ORDER  by  MAIL  or  PHONE  TOLL-FREE: 

California  800-382-3600 

Other  States  800-423-51 20 

(or  call...  213-999-2811) 

^milRcicccfaftefk 

(Mailing  Address) 

7801  Canoga  Ave.,  Canoga  Park,  Calif.  91304 
•     •  • 

7437  Van  Nuys  Blvd.,  Van  Nuys,  Calif.  91405 


Remember— Prices  INCLUDE  Shipping  (Except  Fairings) 

FREE  SHIPPING!    FREE  CATALOG! 

48  states  Only  Farngs  Excluded  With  Ofdef  -  Of  Send  $2.00 

 Phone  TOLL-FREE  

RACECR AFTERS  •  7801  canoga  AVE..  canoga  park.  CAUF.  913D4 

Please  Ship:   

Name  Plwne  {  )  


Address   

City/Stale/rip  

□  Visa  □  M-Chg.  t  

□  M  0$   □  Catalog  $2  (or  FREE  with  order). 

50%  Deposit  Required  on  COD  Prices  good  lor  90  days.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax  ^ 


_Exp.. 
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:fcey  was  the  only  man  who  could  even  get  close  to  Mikkola  last  year.  In  the  sscona  moto  at 
risbad  fans  cheered  on  Lackey's  pursuit  of  Mikkola.  


positions.  Lackey  retired.  Mikkola  won. 
In  the  second  moto  in  California. 
L'kev  challenged  and  challenged  again, 
sing  right  up  on  Mikkola's  rear  wheel, 
irging.  stuffing  a  wheel  in  .  .  .  but  ulti- 
tely  failing.  Mikkola  won  again.  Lackey 
ond.  far  ahead  of  third  place.  So  went 
season. 

Contract  negotiations  between  Lackey 
.1  American  Honda,  his  sponsor,  broke 
An  at  the  end  of  1978.  Before  his  con- 
ct  with  Honda  had  expired.  Lackey  had 
eady  announced  his  intention  to  sign 
:h  Kawasaki  for  1979.  His  actual  signing 
ih  Team  Green  was  announced  by  dou- 
■-page.  full-color  advertisements  placed 
Kawasaki,  headlined  "What  made  Brad 
ckcv  give  the  Reds  the  blues?  The  Ka- 
saki  Greens."  The  advertisements 
awed  Lackey  being  tailor-fitted  with 
:im  Kawasaki  leathers  and  jersey,  while 
red.  white  and  blue  Team  Honda  riding 
tfit  hung  forlornly  over  a  coat  rack. 
"That  particular  ad,"  said  Lackey  before 
iving  for  his  European  debut  with  his 
\\  Kawasakis.  "has  done  more  for  me 
m  Honda's  PR  department  did  in  two 
>rs.  That's  one  of  the  major  reasons  I 
jnd  problems  working  things  out  with 
)nda.  They  just  weren't  into  promoting 
;  riders.  Honda's  going  to  be  in  business 
a  long  time,  but  Brad  Lackey  the  racer 
't  going  to  be  racing  forever.  I  need 
Dosure  to  help  me  further  my  career  in 
Tie  field,  so  I  can  make  a  living  after  I 
it  racing.  I  was  really  serious  about  that 

)to  by  Charles  Morey/ Cycle  News  West 


and  Honda  didn't  agree.  We  couldn't  come 
to  terms. 

"I  knew  that  since  I  had  finished  second 
in  1978  that  there  might  be  some  other 
offers  coming  in  by  the  time  I  got  back  to 
the  States.  I  tried  to  explain  to  Honda  that 
that  was  probably  going  to  happen.  I 
wanted  to  negotiate  my  contract  for  1979 
before  the  Trans-AMA  started  (in  the 
United  States).  I  pushed  that  point  to 
Honda  Japan  and  to  American  Honda 
quite  a  bit  before  I  came  home.  But  when  I 
got  home.  I  couldn't  get  a  meeting.  1 
couldn't  get  anyone  to  listen  to  me  or  to  try 
to  resolve  my  contract.  Everybody  at 
Honda  was  just  kind  of  putting  me  off. 

"In  the  meantime.  Kawasaki  started 
talking  to  me.  If  Honda  had  gotten  the 
contract  done  when  I  wanted  it  done.  I'd 
still  be  riding  a  Honda.  But  when  Ka- 
wasaki came  in  and  we  got  to  talking.  I 
found  out  how  serious  they  were  about 
winning  the  World  Championship,  how 
much  they  wanted  to  do  it.  Honda  was  just 
kind  of  sitting  around,  saying  that  maybe 
they'd  have  the  same  bikes  that  they  had 
last  year— they're  not  really  moving.  But 
Kawasaki's  working  really  hard  and  all  the 
engineers  are  ready  to  work  all  night  long 
to  make  any  changes  we  need.  That  got  me 
interested. 

"We  started  talking  financially  and  ev- 
erything sounded  good,  and  then  we  dis- 
cussed the  PR  aspects.  I  still  went  back  to 
Honda  and  said  to  them  'These  other  guys 
want  me  to  ride  for  them  and  I  need  this 


and  this  and  this'  (to  remain  with  Honda). 
And  Honda  said  'We  can't  give  you  any 
PR,  we  can't  promise  this,  we  can't  use  you 
in  any  advertisements,  we  can't  do  any 
commercials  with  you.'  In  the  meantime 
Kawasaki  is  saying  they'll  do  the  kind  of 
stuff  that  we're  already  seeing  them  do 
now.  1  tried  to  work  it  out  with  Honda.  I 
tried  everything  I  could  to  get  Honda  to 
resolve  the  disputes,  and  they  wouldn't 
listen  to  me.  So  I  signed  with  Kawasaki." 

Lackey's  contract  with  Kawasaki  calls 
for  him  to  race  two  years  with  a  third-year 
option— that  is,  he'll  ride  the  third  year  if 
both  he  and  Kawasaki  representatives 
agree  that  he  should. 

"My  plan  is  to  win  the  World  Champi- 
onship this  year  and  regain  it  the  following 
year,  then  stop  and  try  to  go  into  some  kind 
of  filming  or  commercials.  Like  Bruce  Jen- 
ner.  He  worked  10  years  to  become  de- 
cathalon  champion,  worked  all  that  time 
and  didn't  get  too  much.  Then  he's  the 
champion  and  doesn't  have  to  win  any- 
more. That's  my  plan." 

Obviously,  Lackey  is  confident.  He  rode 
prototypes  of  the  Kawasaki  GP  bike  before 
signing  his  contract.  "The  basic  design  is 
all  there,"  Lackey  said  after  one  test  ses- 
sion on  an  early  version  of  the  420cc 
machine.  "I'm  just  making  personal 
changes,  the  type  of  steering  that  I  like, 
head  geometry  and  trail,  and  travel.  We'll 
change  the  engine,  make  it  a  little  bit 
different  size.  We're  still  making  engine 
changes,  and  we've  been  changing  heads. 
It  has  plenty  of  horsepower.  The  main 
problem  we  have  is  trying  to  mellow  it  out 
where  it  has  nice  and  smooth  power.  We'll 
probably  put  a  four-.speed  gearbox  in  it." 

Lackey  left  for  Europe  in  what  he  called 
the  best  physical  shape  he  has  ever  been  in. 
He  weighed  179  pounds,  up  from  his  pre- 
viously-normal 165  pounds,  and  none  of 
the  weight  looked  to  be  fat.  The  difference, 
according  to  Lackey,  came  from  a  winter 
conditioning  program  supervised  by  Dean 
Miller,  a  certified  trainer  with  a  masters 
degree  in  athletic  training  and  sports  medi- 
l  ontimicd  on  page  122 


JUNE  1979/93 


Kawasaki  Uni-Trak  Motocrossei 

A  New  Approach  To  Motocross  Rear  Suspension 

by  Ron  Griewe 


efore  Brad  Lackey  left  for  Eurof 
he  voiced  a  great  deal  of  exciteme 
about  his  new  works  Kawasaki.  It 
designed  around  a  single  large  shock,  ve 
tically  mounted  just  behind  the  swing  ar 
pivot.  The  design  goals  were  to  build 
superior  rear  suspension,  keep  the  cent 
of  gravity  low  and,  naturally,  give  tl 
Kawasaki  factory  riders  an  advantage  ov 
their  competition.  The  new  suspensio 
called  Uni-Trak,  looks  similar  to  the  d 
sign  used  on  Kawasaki's  KR250  ar 
KR350  works  road  racers. 

"This  Uni-Trak  is  low  and  has  a  Ic 
center  of  gravity."  said  Lackey.  "You  c 
go  through  giant  bumps  and  not  feel  ai 
bottoming  out  because  it  absorbs  so  muc 
I  don't  know  why.  maybe  because  of  tl 
size  of  the  spring  we're  using.  It's  really 
humongous  heavy  spring.  You  can  h 
giant  bumps  flat  out  and  not  even  tell  if  i 
hitting  bottom.  It  really  works  well." 

Kawasaki  representatives  in  the  U. 
back  up  Lackey's  evaluation  and  repo 
that  Uni-Trak  is  good  for  three  seconds 
lap:  that  is.  putting  any  factory  rider  on 
Uni-Trak  yields  a  three-second-a-lap  in 
provement~same  track,  same  rider.  | 
The  last  really  radical  departure  froi 
conventional  rear  suspension  for  mot< 
cross  machines  came  in  1974  when  Y; 
maha  introduced  the  Monoshock.  Th 
Monoshock  has  been  successful  but  mar 
have  voiced  dissatisfaction  with  the  hig 


Uni-Trak  is  a  system  built  from  a  bell-crank,  levers  and  single  stiock. 


Whole  unit  sets  to  right  of  chassis,  makir 
room  for  chain  and  air  cleaner. 
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Photos  by  John  Ulri. 


"^UGS^  SPARKED  BY  NGK  COPPER  CORE  SPARK  PLUGS. 

^^B^P        NGK  Spark  Plugs  (U.S.A.),  Inc.,  1652-56  West  240th  Street,  Harbor  City,  California  90710 
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The  man.  The  cigarette.  They  speak 
themselves. 

Ordinary  cigarettes  just  don't  have  what 
Camel  Riters  has. 
Its  blend  of  Turi<ish  and  Domestic  tobacc 
ives  him  what  he  smokes  for.  / 
Reasure.  Satisfaction.  / 
A  Camel  Riters  Man  understands  why  the 
best  times  are  often  the  simplest  ..^^ 
Do  you? 


I 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


heavy-duty  backbone.  Pipe  is  handmade 


/B  shock  has  remote  reservoir  and  3.5  in.  of  travel  that  yields  12  in.  at  the  wheel. 


center  of  gravity  and  tendency  for  the  rear 
wheel  to  kick  over  square-edged  holes  and 
ruts. 

The  Uni-Trak  design  is  supposed  to 
eliminate  these  complaints.  A  large- 
bodied.  KYB  DeCarbon  design  shock 
(measuring  16  in.  eye-lo-eye)  is  mounted 
in  a  vertical  position  just  behind  the  swing 
arm  pivot.  The  2-in.  diameter  shock  body 
is  positioned  to  the  bottom,  mounted  on 
the  lowest  part  of  the  frame.  Both  the 
position  and  mounting  lower  the  center  of 
gravity.  A  flexible  hose  connects  the  shock 
body  with  a  remote  reservoir  hung  on  a 
frame  bracket  low  on  the  right  side  of  the 
bike. 

The  giant  shock  spring  has  a  3.5-in. 
outside  diameter,  but  spring  rate  informa- 
tion wasn't  available.  Internal  damping  is 
adjustable  to  six  settings  by  turning  the 
shaft,  similar  to  other  adjustable  KYB 
shocks.  Spring  pre-load  can  be  changed  by 
turning  two  spanner  nuts  threaded  onto 
the  shock  bodv.  Shock  travel  is  only  3.5  in., 
but  rear  wheel  travel  is  over  12  in. 

Naturallv  the  design  requires  a  frame 
designed  around  the  shock.  Starting  at  the 
steering  head,  the  large-diameter  chrome- 
moly  steel  backbone  goes  back  to  the  seat/ 
tank  junction,  then  curves  to  parallel  the 
seat  base.  Sub-members  and  the  rear  down 
tubes  are  connected  to  the  backbone.  Lit- 
tle triangulation  is  used,  placed  to  the  rear 
of  the  shock.  The  sub-members  hold  a 
conlintieil  on  pa^v  I M) 
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WHY  DRESS  UKE  YOU  CAME  ON  THE  BUS? 


You  ride  a  motorcycle.  Right  away, 
that  makes  you  slightly  different.  At 
Harley-Davidson®  we'U  come  out  and  say 
slightly  better.  So  we  put  a  lot  of  care  ^ 
into  designing  motorcycle  clothing  TIJ 
wilJi  both  function  and  class.  JJJk* 

We'U  start  with  the  leather  jacket — our 
legendary  Cycle  Champ.  It's  premiimi  cowhide 
with  wind  flaps,  buckles  and  collar  snaps 
precisely  where  you  need  them.  And  if  the 
look  is  pure  biking,  you  can  bet  it's  no 
mistake. 

j       Now  shift  down  to  the  Harley-Davidson 
harness-style  Stud  leather  boots.  They're  just 
one  of  many  rugged  designs.  Even  the  denim 


wears  the  Harley-Davidson  label.  The  pants, 
jacket  and  shirt  you  see  are  just  part  of  a  full 
line  of  all-new  Cycle  Wear  denims  designed 
by  Wrangler,  and  sold  exclusively  through 
Harley-Davidson  dealers. 

But  the  story  doesn't  end  with  what  you 
see  here.  Your  Harley-Davidson  dealer  has  a 
vast  array  of  biker  wear— everything  from 
genuine  cowhide  jackets  and  riding  leathers  to 
belt  buckles,  T-shirts,  jewelry  and  foul 
weather  gear. 

The  way  we  see  it,  if  you  ride  a 
Harley-Davidson,  you  should  look  the  part. 
If  you  don't,  you  should  at  least  come  as  close 
as  you  can. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON  HAS  NEVER  FORGOTTEN  THE  BASIC  RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN  MAN  AND  MOTORCYCLE.  


Harley-Davidson 


Cl}  aterial 


Scott  Flying  Squirrel 

Purple  Paint  and  Pilgrim  Pump;  a  Most  Peculiar  Motorcycle 

by  Henry  N.  Manney  III 


IB  ere  we  have  another  one  of  our 
hfl  celebrated  Barnyard  Salons  es- 

I  I  pecially  photographed  for  those 
Uers  who  sav  don't  we  ever  get  anything 
•  sparkling  new  wonders'?  rhe\  will  also 
'  what  in  lophel  is  a  Scott,  to  which  we 
[Dv  a  Scott  is  the  molorcvcle  that  made 
—strokes  respectable.  Hefore  their  time. 
I  even  well  after  it.  two-strokes  were 
uught  of  as  mnsy.  smelly,  lichy.  me.ssy 
■jc  devices  usually  limited  to  small  sizes 
I  he  interests  of  extrenielv  cheap  trans- 
liation  and  usually  ridden,  in  semi- 
mcvcle  form,  by  the  District  Nurse.  In 
.  form,  and  also  in  larger  ones  when 
nnt)logv  became  more  advanced,  mil- 
'.ts  of  people  got  around  on  two-strokes 
]plv  because  they  were  cheaper  to  build 
I  thus  cheaper  to  .sell.  .Scotts  were  not 
liap  to  build  nor  to  buy;  thev  were  buili 
enthusiasts  and  prettv  much  of  an 
rluisiast  too  as  Scotts  were  Very  f'eculiar 
jeed. 


Alfred  Angas  .Scott  was  born  in  Brad- 
ford. Yorkshire  in  1874.  Bradford  being  a 
part  of  England  which  was  already  becom- 
ing heavilv  industrialized  and  1874.  mo- 
toringw  ise.  being  just  about  the  time  when 
Kve  did  her  thing  with  the  snake.  In  due 
course  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  marine 
engineering  firm  (which  gave  much  of  his 
later  work  a  steam-engine  flavor)  and 
while  there  became  caught  up  in  the  bicy- 
cle craze  that  struck  Europe  about  that 
time.  There  was  plentv  of  room  for  im- 
provement and  Scott  was  an  inventiir.  ap- 
parently as  half  the  population  of  the 
North  Country  was  of  that  era.  Anyway  he 
soon  turned  his  attention  to  the  twt)-stroke 
engine,  possibly  as  an  alternative  to  push- 
ing his  bike  up  hills,  and  in  time  produced 
a  vertical  twin  of  the  type  w  ith  spines  on 
lop  of  the  pistons  for  make-and-break 
Ignition  w  hich  did  double  dutv  propelling 
his  hshing  skill"  of  all  things.  The  u.sual 
develi>pment  followed  and  in  1904  approx 


he  patented  a  variant  i)f  this  engine  which 
set  a  pattern  he  forever  after  followed,  i.e.. 
what  amounted  to  a  pair  of  Singles  sharing 
a  common  180  deg.  crank.  As  the  flyw  heel 
and  primarv  sprocket  were  in  the  middle, 
each  crankcase  was  naturally  .sealed  on 
both  sides.  A  little  later  he  also  patented 
his  "in-house"  frame,  an  open  triangu- 
lated structure  of  straight  tubing  rather  like 
a  ladies"  bicvcle  which  made  Scotts  quite 
popular  with  early  (and  intrepid)  female 
motorcyclists  and  also  for  gents  in  skirls; 
there  exists  a  marvelous  photo  of  the  sport- 
ing curate  of  St  Loony-in-the-Cream-Bun. 
complete  with  cassock  and  extraordinary 
clerical  beanie,  sitting  happilv  on  his  ma- 
chine. Ihe  appearance  of  these  Scotts. 
even  in  those  days,  was  rather  unusual  as 
the  fuel  tank  lay  against  the  saddle  pillar, 
ihe  handlebar  grips  were  in  ihe  rider\  lap. 
each  crankcase  was  adorned  with  little 
doors  w  ith  which  one  could  inspect  the  big 
ends  or  clean  up  any  extra  oil  if  the  Tw  in> 
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loaded  up.  and  b\  the  lime  Scolt  got  into 
proper  production  v\  itli  a  45(Jec  engine,  he 
had  gone  to  water  eoohng  with  a  proper 
radiator  on  ilie  I'roni  down-tuhe.  lAcn  at 
this  time.  undouhiedl\  inliuenced  by 
.stoani-cnginc  praelicc,  ihc  maehinc  was 
fitted  with  horrid  little  drip-feeds  which 
doled  out  oil  to  the  mains  and  rods.  No 
petroil  lor  Alfred  Scott. 

The  four-stroke  nu)iorc\cles  i>f  the  dav. 
what  with  their  belt-drive,  single  speeds, 
and  atmospheric  inlet  \al\es  were  not  ex- 
act!) the  easiest  thing  to  handle  and  the 
two  speed  light-weight  Scotts  with  abun- 
dant torque  at  low  rpm  not  to  mention 
kickstarters.  made  quite  a  name  for  them- 
selves in  hillclimhs  and  the  then-popular 
reliability  trials.  In  fact,  w  hat  commenced 
a.s  a  friendly  Works  outing  grew  into  the 
famous  (or  infamous)  .Scott  Trial  across  the 
moors  which  has  probab!\  driven  more 
sporting  motorcyclists  away  from  off-road 
work  than  there  is  tea  in  China,  in  England 
at  any  rate  it  was  ranked  to  be  considerably 
more  significant  than  the  ISDT.  sav.  is 
today  and  there  is  even  a  book  about  it. 
Speaking  of  books,  if  you  want  to  know  all 
abi>ut  Scotts.  vou  could  do  wt)rse  than 
obtain  a  copy  of  .letf  (  lew's  "The  Sc\)tt 
Motorcycle"  (Sli.75  -t-  p)  from  Motor- 
sport.  61  15  Cjravois.  St.  Louis.  Mo.  631  16 
as  we  don"t  have  room  for  all  the  details. 
Pari  of  the  I'tin  is  reading,  in  our  era  of 
technical  prowess,  what  developments 
turned  up  as  Scott  went  racing,  experi- 
menting with  air-cooled  heads  with  water 


cooled  cylinders  or  vice  versa,  the  great 
step  forward  from  two  speeds  to  three, 
experimental  rotary  valves,  the  fitting  of 
the  diabolical  Pilgrim  oil  pumps  w  iih  their 
sight  feeds  and  the  curious  bypaths  that 
Seott  himself,  and  later  after  he  passed 
away,  the  factory  explored  to  avoid  spend- 
ing moncN  i>n  anything  that  would  make 
the  motorcycle  itself  more  up  to  date! 
However  they  even  won  a  11  once  or  tw  ice 
in  spite  of  an  obvious  lack  of  brakes  but 
eventually,  as  the  Thirties  drew  on.  the 
more  accelerated  program  ol' Velocette  and 
Norton  (not  to  mention  the  rather  whippy 
open  frame),  caught  up  with  w  hat  was  still 
a  small-volume  family  business.  What 
thev  did  have  was  the  suppi>rt  ol'  a  loval 
coterie  of  customers  w  ho  wanted,  like  Al- 
fred Scott,  to  have  it  done  his  way. 

Naturally  enough  Scott  rang  the  Oxford 
Freble  Hob  on  his  basic  design,  putting  out 
Squirrels.  Sports  Squirrels.  I  King  Squu- 
reis.  IT  Replicas.  C  lubman's  Specials  etc 
etc  hovering  mostly  between  4X6  and 
5y6cc.  Iwistgrip  throttles  were  tilted  earlv. 
a  pi.>sitive-sti)p  gearchange  under  license 
from  Velocette  ditto  and  exploratory  ft)ra\  s 
were  made  into  such  subjects  as  a  250cc 
approx  Single,  a  three  cylinder  of  ^S.^cc. 
and  a  6.'^U  Iwin  but  somehow  none  of  these 
latter  bikes  got  o(f  ihe  ground  for  some 
reason  or  another.  Around  1934.  with 
slumping  sales,  a  decision  was  made  lo 
standardize  on  onlv  the  l  iving  .Squirrels  of 
498  or  f>96cc.  Basically  the  design  was  an 
old  one  hut  then  old  designs  have  been 


common  practice  in  the  British  motorcvr, 
industrv:  the  general  depression  contrii 
uted  to  a  general  malaise  in  the  ni:i 
kclplace.  lo  show  w  hat  matters  had  got 
a  Scott  actually  linished  12th  m  the  I* 
Manx  CiP  and  with  u  fastest  lap  »)!'  70_( 
mph  put  up  the  best  time  ever  done  thoi 
by  the  marque.  The  onlv  trouble  was  til 
the  winner  of  the  '38  f  l.  the  immon 
Harold  Daniell.  won  at  89.11  mph  witH 
fastest  lap  of  91.00  on  his  Manx  Norto. 
Of  course  12th  is  nothing  to  be  snec/edl. 
on  the  Island  and  the  modilied  Spin. 
Scott  was  ridden  by  a  private  t)w  ner  bu;i 
is  an  interesting  comparison.  Another  co 
temporary  vardstick  is  thai  Scott  produe:> 
more  nn>torcycles  in  1929  than  thev  didL 
the  years  19.^1   1940  inclusive. 

At  any  rate  Scott  survived  the  war  at 
even  commenced  production  again  im 
small  wav.  bringing  out  at  tirsl  about 
prototvpes  w  ith  Webb  or  Brampton  gircc 
t'orks.  dual  front  brakes  connected  bv  a  sir 
of  fiddle  bar  and  I  think  plunger  ro- 
springing  was  optional:  in  any  case  111 
had  been  olfered  in  1938  (Show  )  on  D 
trick  C  lubman's  Spl  about  the  time  t 
498cc  mi>del  was  dropped.  Webb  went  u 
ol'husiness/swiiehed  lo  other  vu)rk  in  19 
so  perforce  Scott  had  to  gt)  to  the  air-' 
Dovvty  forks,  a  return  to  old  times 
.Alfred  had  developed  teles  way  in  the  pS' 
in  addition,  in  spile  of  the  rumblings 
enthusiasts  who  liked  things  to  siav  I 
same  but  didn't  want  to  buy  new  motorn 
cles.  for  1949  the  magneto  with  its  lo 
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chain  drive  was  replaced  by  coil  ignition 
and  a  car-tvpe  distributor  plus  all  the 
trimmings.  It  wasn't  long  after  that,  as 
Scotls  ucrc  siill  \  cr\  exponsisc  (more  than 
a  350  International  Norton,  lor  example) 
the  factory  folded  up  for  about  the  fourth 
time.  All  was  mn  lost,  however,  as  Bir- 
mingham industrialist  Matt  Holder 
stepped  in  (as  he  carried  the  body  of 
Velocette  out  on  its  shield)  to  save  the  day 
for  special  orders  anyway.  Kor  subsequent 
history,  read  JelfClew. 

The  subject  of  our  Salon,  therefore,  pur- 
ports to  be  a  Scott  Flying  Squirrel  of  1947 
48  vintage  (engine  siDPY  5112.  frame 
~5()l())  belonging  to  Bob  Corwin.  F'sq  of 
Boulder,  Colo,  and  unlike  so  many  old 
bikes  is  in  pretty  good  condition.  It  has  the 
postwar  Dowtv  air  forks,  dual  mini.scule 
iYi>nt  drums  etc  fitted  and  as  you  can  sec  is 
pre- 1948  show  as  the  magneto  is  still  pres- 
ent. The  machine  is  a  three-speeder,  has 
the  rh  exhaust  system  which  puts  it  in  the 
proper  age  bracket.  The  rod  is  brass  and 
not  chrome  which  lets  out  the  C  lubman's 
Spl  and  even  apparently  retains  the  stan- 
dard 19  in.  wheels  shod  with  3.(X)  and  3.50 
t\res  respectively.  1  he  alloy  "Replica"  en- 
gine is  water-cooled  of  course,  detachable 
heads  (with  16  studs  introduced  in  '34-35). 
stuffed  crankcascs.  a  teenes  Amal  carb. 
cast  external  induction  pa.ssages.  deflector 
pistons  (!)  and  measures  596cc  (74.6  x 
68.25  mm).  A  traditional  shape  tank  is 


finished  in  the  also  traditional  Scott  purple 
(Scott's  sister-in-law's  favorite  dress)  with 
limit-gauge  trademark  transfer  and  the 
battery,  as  always,  lives  t>ui  back  where  it 
will  contribute  to  the  Dreaded  Sideslip 
besides  get  broken  if  you  drop  the  plot. 
The  Pilgrim  pump  with  sight-feed  already 
w  hich  does  the  bottom  end  is  filled  on  the 
right  side  and  on  the  other  side  you  can  see 
one  of  the  little  doors  to  look  into  the 
works.  The  oil  tank  lives  back  behind  the 
gcarchange  which  is  early  Velo,  naturally. 
Bike  weight  is  376  lb  approx  considerably 
lighter  than  the  springer.  Different,  isn't  it? 

Past  owner  Rob't  Seiffert  Esq  was  kind 
enough  to  give  us  his  impressions  of  riding 
it  and  his  first  remarks  cleared  up  ihe 
question  of  w  hy  period  pht)tographs  show 
Scott  racers  all  wearing  funny  little  leather 
bags  around  their  waists.  The  bags  are  full 
of  spark  plugs.  Hven  with  dutiful  attention 
to  the  Pilgrim  pumps,  not  set  in  the  op- 
timum position  for  view  ing  or  adjusting  on 
the  move  ("once  you  get  "em  right  they  are 
good  for  an  hour  or  two"),  there  is  a  bit  of 
superfluous  oil  swilling  around  in  the  little 
pockets  down  there  and  anv  really  radical 
maneuver  (or  a  sharp  bump  for  that  mat- 
ter) tends  to  put  out  the  fire.  Lubrication  is 
a  trifle  marginal,  it  seems,  and  the  works 
riders  either  used  to  fit  another  feed  for 
cylinder  wall  lubrication  or  else  just  run 
mix.  C  ertainly  Scotts  were  set  up  oily  for 
racing,  as  every  photo  of  one  in  motion 


shows  a  great  plume  of  smoke  behind  it.  . 
course  racing  is  not  touring  and  w  iih  mo 
ern  oils,  modern  rings  and  the  lot  I 
problem  may  not  loom  so  large.  .Anyw-/ 
deflector-top  pistons  may  have  gor; 
straight  out  of  use  since  Herr  Doki; 
Schnijrile  thought  up  loop-scavenging  H 
they  may  not  have  been  such  a  bad  thing 
that  as  not  only  have  .several  vintage  racj 
in  England  made  Scotts  run  reliably  a; 
quickly  but  the  big  Twin  gets  a  lot  bel; 
mileage  than  it  is  supposed  to.  I  he 
attraction  of  Scotts  to  Scott  fanatics  v 
the  flexibility,  good  low-speed  torque, 
ceplional   handling   and   the  I'amo 
"yowl,"  made  yow  lier  by  the  standard 
in.  exhaust  pipe.  With  today's  mutllers  as 
a  longer  pipe  the  yowl  is  somewhat  si^ 
dued  and  also  today  I  personalh  am  up] 
Here  with  yowls.  The  flexibility  and  go, 
low-speed  torque  etc  still  remain  but 
Seiffert  reports  that  driven  in  anger, 
bike  can  act  a  bit  wallowv  on  corners., 
least  there  isn't  far  to  fall.  Thinwall  lelesK 
any  case,  have  had  the  finger  of  suspica 
pointed  al  them  long  before  this.  Av, 
from  that.  Bob  reports,  the  handling  is  vv 
nice  in  spite  of  the  Suffragette  frame  s 
he  liked  it  immen.sely. 

Marvelous,  isn't  it?  About  as  modem 
the  Monitor  but  there  is  more  to  motoni 
cling  enjt)yment  than  just  modernity.; 
many  ow  ners  of  a  plastic  Mulli  could 
you.  There'll  always  be  an  England  .  .  . 
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YAiWAHA  "GET  AWAYFROM  IT  ALL 
SWEEPSTAKES! 


WIN  THIS  RUGGED  OF-ROAD  FOURSOME  ^ 
OR  OTHER  VALUABLE  PRIZES... 
1,004  PRIZES  IN  ALL!  /  ^r"! 


Imagine  the  fun  you'll  have  getting  away  from  it  all  in 
your  tough  1979  Toyota  4WD  LongrBed  "Yamahauler" 
truck,  carrying  your  three  rugged  Yamaha  off-road 
bikes! 

1ST  PRIZE:  1979  Toyota  4-Wheel  Drive  Long  Bed 
"Yamahauler"  truck  with  Yamaha  MX175,  MX100  and 
GTMX  off-road  bikes.  Plus  a  trip  for  two  to  the 
$500,000  Toyota/AM A  Supercross  Series  in 
Anaheim,  California,  with  air  transportation  and  hotel 
accommodations  provided. 

2ND  PRIZE:  Three  Yamaha  Off-Road  Bikes- 
MX175,  MX100  and  GTMX,  these  are  tough,  reliable 
off-road  playbikes  that  just  about  anyone  can  ride. 
And  they  come  loaded  with  all  the  proven  features 
they  need  to  make  them  Yamahas. 

3RD  PRIZE:  Camping  Equipment— All  the  gear 
you'll  need  to  set  up  camp  anywhere.  Includes 
Coleman®Family-Size  Tent,  3-Burner  Stove,  Double 
Mantle  Lantern,  "Low  Boy"  Cooler;  Coleman  Jug,  plus 
complete  15-piece  Mirro  MasterCamper  Set! 

4TH  PRIZE:  Three  Sets  of  Yamaha  Off-Road 
Riding  Gear— For  man,  woman  and  child,  includes 
Helmets,  Goggles,  Jerseys  and  Gloves! 

5TH  PRIZE:  1,000  winners  will  receive  a 
"Yamahauler  decal. 


YOU  GOT  IT 

TOYOTA 


1979 Toyota  Motor  Sales.  USA.  Inc  «  1979  Yamaha  Motor  Corp  USA 


Enter  today!  Get  prize  details  and  entry  blanks  at 
participating  Toyota  and  Yamaha  Dealers  and  send 
to:  Get  Away  From  It  All  Sweepstakes,  P.O.  Box 
6686,  Chicago,  ILL  60677.  Winners  will  be  deter- 
mined in  a  random  drawing  August  31, 1979  from 
all  entries  received  no  later  than  midnight,  August 
15, 1979.  Licensed  drivers  only.  No  purchase  neces- 
sary. Void  where  prohibited.  Sweepstakes  closes 
August  15. 1979. 


YAMAHA 

WhoiyoK  know  Iwiv  they're  built. 


Fresh  out  of  Europe's 
toughest  finishing  schools. 

The  1979  Honda  CB750F. 


re  looking  at  the  sleekly  practi- 
ipplication  of  a  hard-won  educa- 
:  the  new  1979  Honda  CB750F 
Df  three  grueling  years  Honda's 
race  bikes  sped  through  road 
ig's  most  demanding  school — 
European  endurance  racing 
Jit.  And  Honda  finished  at  the 
j  of  the  class —  European 


endurance  racing  champions  in 
1976/77  and  '78. 

The  new  CB750F  wraps  the 
excitement  and  endurance  racing 
know-how  of  Honda's  Bol  D'Or 
champions  in  snazzy  new  street 
clothes.  Taut.  Precise.  Totally  civ- 
ilized— but  far  from  docile.  A 
fresh,  new  experience  in  750  cc 
sports  motorcycling. 

RCB  Heritage  For  The  Street. 

The  new  F  engine  design  is  a 
product  of  the  same  engineering 
expertise  which  created  the  RCB. 
It's  got  the  same  freer- breathing 
DOHC  four-valves-per-cylinder 
layout.  Four  30  mm  CV  carbs  with 
an  accelerator  pump  give  you  eager 
response  when  you  crack  the 
throttle,  and  the  new  Pointless 
Inductive  ignition  cuts  maintenance. 

The  highly  efficient  four-into-two 


New  aircraft-inspired  instrumentation 
Includes  pusn-button  reset  tnpmeter. 

exhaust  tucks  under  the  frame  rails 
to  maximize  cornering  clearance. 
And  inside  the  cases  the  connect- 
ing rods  spin  on  tough  racing  bear- 
ings, the  same  type  used  in  RGBs. 

Feels  As  Good  As  It  Looks. 

The  1979  CB750F  story 
doesn't  stop  with  its 
dynamite  new  power- 


New  16-valve  cylinder  head  design 
refined  on  European  road-racing  circuits. 

plant.  The  beautifully  organized 
machinery  is  surrounded  by  a  com- 
pletely redesigned  double-cradle 
frame  that  puts  the  comfortably 
padded  saddle  closer  to  the  pave- 
ment. Supple,  low-stiction  front 
forks  and  dual-damping-rate  FVQ 
rear  shocks  help  make  the  ride  as 
smooth  as  the  classy  new  styling. 

New  applies  to  the  detail 
touches,  too.  New  rectangular  turn 
signals.  New  vibration- resistant  mir- 
rors. Jet-aircraft-style  instrumenta- 
tion that  includes  a  push-button 
reset  tripmeter  And  a  big,  bright 
new  taillight  that  resides  beneath 
the  seat's  aerodynamically- inspired 
tail  section/spoiler 

The  CB750F's  taillight,  headlight 
and  running  lights  come  on  auto- 
matically, to  help  make  you  more 
visible  to  surrounding  traffic.  But 
for  safe  riding,  it's  best  to  think  of 
yourself  as  invisible,  obey  traffic  laws 
and  watch  out  for  the  other  guy. 

The  new  CB750F  Not  many 
bikes  have  this  kind  of  education 
behind  them.  Engineering  excel- 
lence. Sophisticated  style.  Bol  D'Or 
spirit  for  the  discerning  sports  rider. 

And  you  don't  have  to  go  to 
Europe  to  get  it.  It's  as  close  as 
your  Honda  dealer  See  him  today. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection. 

For  free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
Dept.  CW69F  Box  50,  Gardena,  CA  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages 
for  nearest  Honda  dealer  ©  1979  AHM. 
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o  brakes!  No  brakes!"  yelled  Wes 
Cooley  at  his  pit  crew  when  he 
pitted  for  gas  on  lap  13  of  the  100- 
lile.  26-lap  Daytona  Superbike  Produc- 
on  final.  His  bike  hesitated  once,  twice, 
iree  times  as  his  crew  pushed  him  off, 
len  finally  fired  on  all  four  cylinders  and 
as  off,  still  leading. 

Cooley  had  held  such  a  huge  lead  before 
le  fourth  corner  of  the  first  lap  that  it 
most  looked  like  everyone  else  had 
arted  in  a  second  wave.  His  margin  at  the 
id  of  one  lap  was  five  seconds.  Yet  now, 
ilfway  through  the  race,  a  mechanical 
oblem  threatened  to  steal  Cooley 's  cer- 
in  victory. 

It  had  happened  before,  at  Sears  Point 
1978,  when  sprocket  bolts  pulled  from 
ooley's  bike's  rear  hub  and  gave  the  win 
I  a  Ducati.  The  difference  here  at 
aytona  was  that  if  Cooley  couldn't  win, 
en  another  of  the  four  Yoshimura  R&D 
America  Suzuki  GSIOOO  Superbikes 
itered  (ridden  by  Cooley,  Ron  Pierce, 
avid  Emde  and  Roberto  Pietri)  was  cer- 
in  to  cross  the  line  first. 
When  Cooley  pitted,  the  Yoshimura 
kes  were  running  first,  second,  third  and 
1th.  A  few  laps  later  Yoshimura  Suzukis 
ere  first  through  fourth.  Pops  Yoshimura 
id  company  ow  ned  Dastona. 
That  doesn't  mean  they  didn't  have 
■oblems.  They  seized  engines  early  in  the 
eek  before  discovering  that  the  gas  lank 
ip  vents  were  plugged  on  two  of  the  bikes, 
hey  bent  valves,  once  because  Ron  Pierce 
issed  a  shift  in  practice  just  hours  before 
e  heat  races,  twice  because  the  Kawasaki 
ini  chain  idler  sprockets  fitted  into  the 
izuki  cylinder  heads  came  apart  on  the 
ng  Daytona  straights  early  in  the  week, 
he  problem  hadn't  shown  up  on  the  d\  no 
■  at  otlicr  racetracks,  but  l)a\loiia"s 


length  allowed  the  Superbikes  to  reach 
incredible  speeds  (Cooley's  bike  was 
clocked  at  167  mph  at  one  point,  8  mph 
faster  than  the  Yoshimura  Suzuki  that  won 
here  in  1978,  12  faster  mph  than  the  fastest 
bike  entered  in  1977  and  17  mph  faster 
than  the  bike  that  won  in  1977)  punctuated 
by  violent  deceleration  and  rapid  down- 
shifts at  the  infield  entrance  and  back 
straight  chicane.  The  cure  was  to  replace 
rubber  vibration-damping  bushings  in  the 
roller  assemblies  with  bronze  bushings  ob- 
tained from  a  local  machine  shop. 

Not  all  the  problems  were  mechanical. 
Emde  crashed  in  his  250cc  Expert  heat 
race  when  his  TZ250  seized  and  was 
rushed  to  the  infield  hospital.  He  was 
released,  but  began  spitting  blood  on  the 
walk  back  to  the  pits  before  the  Superbike 
heats.  Back  in  the  hospital  for  examina- 
tion, he  missed  the  heat  race;  if  he  started 
the  final  at  all,  it  would  be  in  last  place, 
number  63  on  the  grid. 

Pierce  won  his  heat  race  by  41  seconds 
(Cooley  won  his  by  30  seconds,  with  Pietri 
second)  but  set  off  a  controversy  with  his 
starting  method.  AMA  rules  stipulate  that 
a  rider  cannot  creep  past  his  individual 
grid  starting  line  more  than  half  a  bike 
length  before  being  docked  a  lap.  Know- 
ing thai,  and  wanting  to  take  full  advan- 
tage of  the  rules.  Pierce  staged  with  his  feet 
planted  firmly  on  his  line.  Meanwhile,  an 
unnamed  AMA  official  told  the  riders  to 
move  back  one  half  length  behind  their 
lines. 

Pierce  didn't  move,  took  the  heat  race 
lead  from  Reg  Pridmore  before  half  a  lap 
had  passed,  and  pulled  away  to  win  while 
Pridmore's  Vetter  Kawasaki  blew  up  (for 
the  second  time)  with  a  seized  number 
three  cylinder.  The  AMA  line  judge 
docked  Pierce  a  lap.  and  the  politics  hit  the 


fan.  AMA  officials  were  not  sympathetic  to 
Pierce's  plight,  and  declined  to  throw  out 
the  penalty  on  the  basis  of  good  sense.  But 
Pierce,  knowing  the  rulebook  well,  came 
up  with  a  technicality— the  rules  require 
that  each  row  of  starting  lines  on  the  grid 
be  exactly  25  ft.  apart.  Were  they  at 
Daytona?  A  tape  measure  revealed  a  dis- 
tance of  23  ft.  The  AMA,  caught  by  their 
own  rules,  relented.  Pierce's  penalty  (and 
one  imposed  on  Skip  Aksland  in  his  250cc 
heat)  was  lifted,  and  Pierce  was  restored  to 
his  front-row  Superbike  final  race  starting 
position. 

Pierce's  political  problems  weren't  over 
yet.  Earlier  in  the  week  the  entire  Yoshi- 
mura team  had  switched  from  Michelin 
tires  to  Goodyear  slicks— the  Goodyears 
simply  worked  better.  But  Pierce,  eager  for 
an  advantage,  decided  shortly  before  the 
race  to  exchange  the  recommended  D1705 
for  a  softer  compound  DI829  slick  on  the 
rear  of  his  Suzuki,  despite  fears  expressed 
by  Goodyear  technicians  that  the  softer 
tire  wouldn't  last  the  100  miles  of  the 
extended  Superbike  final  (previous  Super- 
bike races  were  50  miles).  When  Pierce 
appeared  at  the  pit  gate  to  scuff  in  his  new 
tires  during  the  last  practice  before  the  race 
start,  officials  wouldn't  let  him  out.  citing  a 
rule  banning  clubman  handlebars— the 
bars  couldn't  be  lower  than  their  mounts, 
said  the  AMA,  despite  the  fact  that  some 
bikes,  such  as  Ducati  Desmos,  are  allowed 
to  run  clip-ons.  Pierce's  mechanics  fran- 
tically changed  handlebars,  but  by  the 
time  they  were  finished,  practice  was  over. 
Pierce  would  have  to  start  on  un-scuffed 
slicks. 

There  had  been  much  talk  prior  to 
Daytona  that  other  tuners  had  mined  huge 
horsepower  finds  to  threaten  Yoshimura 
dominance  of  the  Superbike  Racing.  But> 


irning  2:14  lap  times.  Fast  Freddie  Spencer  holds  the  lap  record 
r  Ducatis.  It  wasn't  fast  enough  to  shake  Roberto  Pietri's  Yoshi- 
ura  Suzuki  in  a  race  for  third. 


Wes  Cooley  found  his  bike  s  RG500  front  brakes  excellent  in  practice 
and  the  heat  race;  notso  good  in  the  final. 
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when  it  came  down  to  lap  times  and 
racing,  there  were  no  threats.  The  only 
rider  able  to  compete  with  the  Yoshimura 
team  probably  would  have  been  Mike 
Baldwin,  riding  a  Yoshimura-chassied  Ka- 
wasaki Motors  Corp.  KZIOOO  Mk.  II  with 
Yoshimura  parts  in  the  engine.  But  Bald- 
win crashed  his  KR750  hard  in  practice 
between  the  250cc  heat  races  and  the  Su- 
perbike  heat  races.  He  rode  one  lap  of  the 
Superbike  heat  to  qualify  for  the  final,  but 
doctors  feared  that  he  had  dislocated  his 
shoulder  and  had  broken  his  wrist  and 
collarbone.  Baldwin  didn't  grid  for  the 
final. 

So  it  was  Cooley's  start.  Pierce  and  Pietri 
went  back  and  forth  for  second  until  Pierce 
decided  his  tires  were  scuffed  in  enough 
and  took  off.  Steve  McLaughlin  was  fourth 
until  his  Racecrafter  Kawasaki's  gas  cap 
popped  open  and  he  stopped  to  secure  it. 
By  the  second  lap  Cooley  had  seven  sec- 
onds on  Pierce  with  Pietri  an  additional  18 
seconds  behind  Pierce.  Fast  Freddie  Spen- 
cer on  an  exotic  Ducati  prepared  by  Reno 
Leoni  was  fourth,  three  seconds  back. 
Emde,  who  had  started  63rd,  was  already 
ninth— he  had  been  21st  at  the  end  of  the 
first  lap. 

On  lap  four  Cooley  and  Pierce  were 
already  lapping  backmarkers.  one  of 
whom  forced  Pierce  off  his  line  at  Turn  3. 
That  set  up  Pierce  too  close  inside  for  Turn 
4,  and  the  sound  of  his  bike's  engine  rpm 
soaring  as  the  rear  tire  lit  up  and  spun  at 
the  turn  apex  snapped  spectators'  heads 
around  to  see  an  incredible  sight- Pierce, 
full  lock,  right  boot,  ankle  and  calf  the 
only  thing  between  the  side  of  the  motor- 
cycle and  the  pavement,  apparently  in  the 
process  of  crashing.  "It  completely  took  off 
out  from  underneath  me,"  said  Pierce 
later.  "It  hit  the  ground  on  the  side  and  slid 
along  a  couple  of  feet  and  then  caught  and 
stood  right  back  up  again.  It  was  an  in- 
credible feeling." 

Saved,  Pierce  waved  to  the  crowd  and 
continued  on  his  way.  By  the  eighth  lap, 
Cooley  knew  he  had  a  problem.  "The 
brake  lever  started  going  in  farther  and 
farther  toward  the  grip.  It  was  almost  like 


the  pads  had  worn  out  of  the  thing  com- 
pletely in  those  eight  laps.  I  could  almost 
go  into  my  regular  braking  points  but 
would  have  to  pump  it  a  couple  of  times  to 
get  any  lever  out  of  it.  It  was  still  almost 
going  all  the  way  to  the  grip,  but  I  could  get 
it  stopped  a  little  bit."  Cooley's  bike  was 
the  only  Yoshimura  Suzuki  fitted  with 
RG500  discs  and  Tokico  calipers.  The  oth- 
ers ran  Lockheeds. 

Cooley  had  run  2:13  the  first  lap,  2:11 
the  second,  2: 12  the  third  and  fourth,  then 
slowed  to  2: 14,  2: 13.6.  2: 13.4,  and  2: 14  on 
the  lap  he  discovered  his  brake  problems. 
Most  amazing  was  the  fact  that  Cooley 
turned  a  2: 1 1  on  the  ninth  lap,  apparently 
spurred  by  the  fear  that  this  problem— any 
problem— was  going  to  steal  his  win. 

Meanwhile,  Pierce,  turning  consistent 
2:I3s  after  his  tires  had  scuffed  in,  caught 
sight  of  Cooley  in  the  laps  before  the  gas 
stops. 

"I  had  been  very  easy  on  my  machine," 
said  Pierce  afterward,  "shifting  it  about 
500  rpm  lower  than  I  was  told  to  and  just 
kind  of  pacing  myself  Then  as  soon  as  1 
got  Wes  in  sight  I  kicked  it  up  to  10.000 
rpm  instead  of  9500  like  1  had  been  run- 
ning. My  engine  was  very  fresh  and  my 
brakes  were  fresh  and  I  just  took  off." 
Cooley's  times  drifted  up  to  high  13s; 
Pierce's  dropped  to  low  13s  and  high  12s. 

Cooley  and  Pierce  pitted  on  the  same 
lap,  and  exiting  the  pit  row  Cooley  had 
about  eight  seconds  on  Pierce.  "I  came 
around  going  into  the  chicane  on  the  14th 
lap  and  got  to  my  normal  braking  spot.  1 
was  pumping  it  up  and  just  kept  pumping 
the  thing  and  there  was  no  brake  lever  at 
all,  no  brakes  at  all  and  I  started  using  the 
gears  to  get  the  thing  stopped  and  I  just 
couldn't  make  the  chicane  and  I  went 
straight."  It  took  Cooley  30  seconds  to  get 
turned  around  inside  the  haybales  of  the 
chicane  run-off  path  and  back  on  course. 
Pierce  had  the  lead  and  Cooley  nursed  his 
way  around  in  second,  turning  low  14s. 
then  high  14s,  low  15s,  high  15s,  low  16s, 
finally  a  2:15.6  finish  lap.  Emde  had  se- 
cured third,  no  one  close  ahead  or  close 
behind.  Pietri  had  his  hands  full  fighting 


off  the  advances  of  Spencer  and  Johi 
Long.  Long  used  his  GS  Performanc 
Group  BMW's  large  tank  to  skip  the  ga 
stop  almost  everyone  else  needed  and  thu 
join  the  fight  for  fourth  going  on  betweei 
Spencer  and  Pietri— Pietri  doing  an  admi 
rable  job  of  holding  the  two  others  at  baj 

Spencer  and  Pietri  retired  almost  simul 
taneously.  Spencer's  Ducati  shearing  off  it 
countershaft  splines.  Pietri's  Suzuki  grind 
ing  its  rear  sprocket  to  death  and  throwinj 
the  chain.  Pietri,  a  paying  customer  o 
Yoshimura's  racing  services,  had  electee 
not  to  replace  the  sprockets  and  chaii 
before  the  final.  (The  Yoshimura  Tean 
bikes  are  always  fitted  with  new  sprocket 
and  chain  before  final  events). 

Long  was  fourth.  Harry  Klinzmann  fifti 
after  a  continuing  dice  with  Reg  Pridmon 
and  John  Bettencourt.  Pridmore  retiree 
with  a  thrown  chain.  McLaughlin,  wh( 
had  worked  back  to  eighth  after  his  gas  caj 
repair  stop,  retired  after  almost  crashing  ir 
the  chicane  with  a  flat  rear  tire. 

On  the  last  lap,  Pierce's  Suzuki  soundec 
a  little  off  song,  missing  as  he  acceleratec 
off  the  infield  turns  and  onto  the  banking 
"The  last  lap  it  dropped  about  1000  peal 
rpm  and  started  missing  real  bad,"  saic 
Pierce  after  the  finish.  "But  it  held  to 
gether.  My  luck  was  good." 

Back  in  the  pits,  Yoshimura  mechanic: 
saw  that  the  No.  1  piston  crown  was  black 
while  the  others  showed  a  healthy  grey- 
brown  color.  That  cylinder's  exhaust  valv( 
spring  was  broken.  B 


^    DAYTONA  SUPBRBIKK 

1)  Ron  Pierce  Suzuki 

2)  Wes  Cooley....  Suzuki 

3)  David  Emd«;'Att^§t«;f».L;ii!»....Suzuk 

4)  John  Long  .1.....:  ..T.  BMW 

5)  Harry  Klinzmann  Kawasaki 

6)  John  Bettencourt  ............^....Suzuki 

7)  Kerry  Bryant  ;.....;.!t;Kawasaki 

8)  John  MInnano  ^i^,:...,..^:  BMW 

9)  William  Weston Ducati 
10)  Carl  Smith  ^i^^i..:...  Suzuki 

Regular  readers  know  we  featured 
the  Yoshimura  Suzuki  GSIOOO  in 
the  May  i.ssue.  At  Daytona  this  year. 
Yoshimura  R&D  of  America  team  riders 
Ron  Pierce.  Wes  Cooley  and  David  r.mdej 
finished  first,  second  and  third  in  the  Su-j 
perbike  Production  race.  Roberto  Pietri,] 
who  bought  a  complete  racebike  froml 
Yoshimura  for  $10,000.  ran  fourth  until  his- 
bike  lost  its  drive  chain. 

Race  machine  development  never  stops. 
The  motorcycles  ridden  by  Pierce  and] 
Cooley  were  completely  new  machines,] 
built  up  from  stockers  with  less  frame! 
bracing,  more  shock  angle  and  bigger  en-| 
gines  (1023cc)  than  the  bike  in  our  May] 
issue.  Emde  rode  the  bike  we  tested,  but] 
with  a  new  I023cc  engine.  Pietri's  bike  had] 
the  same  chassis  ridden  by  Steve  Mc-i 
mniiniieJ  on  piii^i'  15.^ 


Yoshimurals  Daytona  Winner 
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Photo  by  Brian  Blade: 


Aksland  Barely  Beats 
Fast  Freddie  Spencer 

by  John  Ulrich 


The  last  lap:  Aksland  (27)  versus  Spencer,  turning  2:14s  and 
dodging  traffic  in  a  frantic  struggle  for  the  slipstream. 


theory  the  250cc  Expert  race  at 
aytona  should  have  been  a  chance  for 
ericans  to  see  how  good  the  works 
250  Kawasakis  really  are.  Reigning 
uC  (and  350cc)  World  Champion  Kork 
ington  of  South  Africa  was  entered  in 
first  U.S.  appearance.  He  was  backed 
Mike  Baldwin,  whose  brilliant  riding 
Jc  him  competitive  on  outmoded 
ipmcnt  at  Laguna  Seca  last  year  (until 
ignition  quit).  For  Daytona.  Baldwin, 
Ballington,  was  mounted  on  a  Uni- 
k  suspension  KR250. 
)aviona  is  a  fickle  track.  Theories  don't 
ni.  Kawasaki  and  Ballington  didn't  win 
World  Championship  by  accident,  but 
)a\  ti)na.  Yamahas  ruled.  Skip  Aksland 
1,  but  17-year-old  Fast  Freddie  Spencer 
n  Shreveport,  Louisiana  stole  the  show, 
asi  Freddie  is  the  personable  kid  who 
1  every  Novice  race  he  finished  in  1978, 
ch  happened  to  be  four  out  of  five 
Its  (the  single  non-win  being  a  me- 
nical  failure  and  DNF  while  leading). 
,  questions  about  Freddie's  ability  to 
<e  the  transition  from  Novice  to  Expert 
ished  in  his  Daytona  heat  race.  Randy 
mola  led  Spencer,  Ballington  and  Bald- 
off  the  start,  but  Freddie  took  the  lead 
kept  it  for  half  the  race  until  an  engine 
fire  slowed  him  to  fourth  place  at  the 
t  race  finish.  Californian  Mamoia,  19. 
e  his  Bimota-framed  Yamaha  to  the 
t  win,  slipstreaming  Baldwin  and  rock- 

as  by  John  Ulrich 


eting  past  right  at  the  finish  line,  with 
Ballington  third. 

Anton  Mang  won  the  second  heat  race 
on  a  KR250.  More  remarkable  than  that  is 
the  way  Skip  Aksland  came  from  the  rear 
of  the  grid  to  challenge  Mang— all  the 
while  riding  without  the  benefit  of  a 
clutch.  Ak.sland  started  at  the  rear  due  to  a 
late  entry.  "I  did  a  practice  burnout  and  a 
clutch  plate  broke,"  said  Aksland  later.  "I 
didn't  have  a  clutch  so  I  just  motocrossed 
it." 

Aksland's  departure  from  the  starting 


Fast  Freddie  Spencer,  at -age  17  one  of  the 
future's  great  talents. 


grid— paddling  like  mad  with  bits  of  clutch 
plate  bouncing  off  the  pavement— left 
spectators  shaking  their  heads  and  the 
AMA  line  judge  docking  Aksland  a  lap  for 
jumping  the  start,  a  penalty  later  thrown 
out  thanks  to  the  non-related  efforts  of 
Ron  Pierce  to  escape  a  similar  penalty  (see 
Superbike  Production  report). 

The  final  event  was  to  be  a  conflict  of 
tuners  as  well  as  riders.  Not  only  who  had 
built  the  best  machine,  but  also  who  could 
make  the  most  effective  repairs  before  the 
race. 

Aksland's  bike,  a  240-lb.  prototype 
TZ250F  salvaged  from  a  storage  room  by 
Yamaha  Motors  Corp.  racing  manager 
Ken  Clark,  had  been  prepared  by  Kel 
Carruthers.  It  needed  a  new  clutch  after 
the  heat  on  Thursday  during  Speed  Week, 
and  it  seized  in  practice  Saturday  morning 
before  the  final  race.  That  seizure  ended 
Aksland's  plans  to  scuff  in  new  tires  before 
the  race.  He'd  start  with  the  used  slicks  he 
had  run  in  the  heat  race  and  during  earlier 
practice  sessions. 

Mamoia  crashed  his  206-lb.,  mono- 
shock  Bimota  Yamaha  in  a  slow  turn  when 
sprinkles  suddenly  dampened  the  race- 
track during  Friday  practice.  "I  just  hit  the 
wrong  spot,  I  guess,"  said  Mamoia  as  he 
walked  back  into  the  pits,  with  sponsor  Jim 
Doyle  frantically  pushing  in  the  bike  so 
tuner  George  Vukmonovich  could  survey 
the  (thankfully  slight)  damage.  "It  just ; 
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started  sliding.  There  was  nothing  I  could 
do." 

Baldwin  had  fallen  on  Wednesday  when 
another  rider's  machine  seized  in  front  of 
him.  Baldwin  ran  off  the  track  to  avoid  the 
other  man.  got  into  the  infield  mud  and 
tipped  over  with  minor  damage. 

Erv  Kanemoto  could  find  nothing 
wrong  with  Spencer's  C&J-framed  mono- 
shock  Yamaha's  engine  to  explain  why  it 
had  developed  a  miss  in  the  heat  race. 
Tuner  Kanemoto  theorized  that  a  bit  of 
sand  had  bridged  one  spark  plug  gap,  then 
dislodged  by  itself.  He  put  the  engine  back 
together  and  hoped  it  would  run. 

Ballington's  Kawasaki  overheated  on 
the  course  during  the  final  Saturday  prac- 
tice session,  less  than  45  minutes  before  the 
final  event.  Ballinglon  made  the  long  push 
back  to  the  pits  and  tore  apart  the  bike 
with  his  mechanic  (and  brother)  Derek 
Ballington.  They  couldn't  find  anything 
wrong  and  got  the  engine  reassembled  just 
as  the  five-minutes-to-start  sign  came  up 
on  the  grid. 

Mamola  led  the  final  race  into  Turn  2. 
ahead  of  Pierre  Buellac.  Spencer.  Rusty 
Sharp.  Eddie  Lawson.  Aksland.  John 
Long,  Gennady  Luibimsky,  Baldwin  and 
Ballington.  But  at  the  start/finish  line  on 
the  second  lap  Spencer  was  in  front  with 
Mamola  second  and  Aksland  third,  mark- 
ing the  start  of  a  three-way  battle  that 
would  see  the  lead  change  24  times  in  26 
laps  ( 100  miles)  and  establish  a  new  race 
average  speed  record  of  102. 1 19  mph.  (The 
previous  record  was  set  by  Gregg  Hansford 
in  1978,  100.489  mph  average.) 

Baldwin  and  Ballington  were  already 
out  of  the  race.  Baldwin's  bike's  clutch  had 
fried,  slipping  uselessly  ("He  was  spinning 
ll.CXX)  rpm  but  wasn't  moving."  said  one 
of  his  mechanics  later).  Ballington's  bike 
had -overheated  again.  While  the  race  went 
on.  Ballington  and  crew  found  the  source 
of  the  trouble— a  sticking  thermostat. 
Throwing  the  faulty  part  on  the  floor  of  the 
Kawasaki  garage.  Ballington  attacked  it 
with  a  hammer,  beating  it  into  bits.  A 
Japanese  engineer  gathered  up  the  pieces 
as  Ballington  fumed. 

"If  we  had  been  smart  we  would  have 
just  thrown  it  away,"  said  Ballington. 


"Can't  do  anything  about  it  now.  I  found 
in  the  heat  race  that  I  had  more  top  end 
than  the  other  guys  so  I  was  just  kind  of 
hanging  back.  It  would  have  been  really 
good  if  I  could  have  ridden  the  race  be- 
cause I  haven't  raced  here  before  and  the 
Americans  don't  know  me.  I  would  have 
liked  to  win  it." 

Spencer  led  acro.ss  the  line  again  on  the 
third  lap.  but  it  was  Aksland  on  Lap  4,  with 
Mamola  outbraking  Spencer  into  Turn  2 
on  the  same  lap  to  take  second  place.  Lap  5 
was  Spencer's  again:  Lap  6,  Aksland's; 
Laps  7,  8  and  9.  Spencer's:  10,  Aksland's; 
1 1.  Mamola's:  and  the  rest  Aksland's  with 
Spencer  right  behind. 

Simply  reciting  who  led  doesn't  do  the 
battle  justice.  It  was  tight,  tight  racing  with 
all  three  riders  constantly  swapping  places, 
all  .spending  time  in  first,  time  in  second 
and  time  in  third,  building  a  16-second 
lead  over  fourth  place  Mang  by  the  sixth 
lap.  Consider  Lap  II:  Mamola  led  across 
the  finish  line,  but  Aksland  dove  under- 
neath to  pass  in  Turn  2.  with  Mamola 
returning  the  pass  and  regaining  the  lead 
at  Turn  3.  Mamola  knocked  over  a  cone 
marking  the  edge  of  the  track  and  raised 
dust  exiting  Turn  2  that  lap.  using  all  the 
pavement— and  more.  Mamola's  bike's 
dual  front  disc  brakes  had  already  started 
to  fail,  though,  and  premix  from  a  fuel 
tank  crack  had  lubricated  the  machine's 
left  footpeg.  Getting  stopped  and  keeping 
his  foot  on  the  peg  were  both  becoming 
problems. 

"I  grabbed  it  one  time  and  the  brake 
lever  went  to  the  grip."  said  Mamola.  "The 
rear  brake  locked,  the  rear  wheel  hopping 
and  stuff.  Plus  I  was  afraid  the  gas  would 
get  on  the  rear  tire  like  it  did  on  Sears 
Point." 

So  ended  Mamola's  chances-he  fell 
behind  as  Aksland  and  Spencer  pulled 
away,  the  pair  bringing  their  lap  times 
down  from  2:17  and  2:16  in  the  early 
stages  to  2:15s  and  below:  2:14.65  for 
Aksland  and  2:14.53  for  Spencer  on  Lap 
19.  The  times  went  back  up  to  2:16s  and 
2: 17s  as  each  tried  to  hold  second  (and  the 
slipstreaming  advantage)  for  the  last  laps. 
Finally  the  times  dove  again,  to  2: 14.60  for 
Spencer  and  2:14.68  for  Aksland  in  the 


mad  dash  for  the  finish  of  Lap  26. 

Spencer  was  second,  his  attempt  to  slip 
stream  Aksland  foiled  by  some  lappec 
riders  at  the  exit  of  the  back  straigh 
chicane. 

"I'd  gain  in  the  infield  and  down  th< 
straight  he'd  get  my  draft."  said  Aksland  ir 
the  winner's  circle.  "That  last  lap  I  kep 
slowing  down  trying  to  get  him  to  pass  bu 
he  wouldn't  do  it.  Lucky  there  was  traflfit 
because  otherwise  1  think  he  would  hav( 
beaten  me.  I  definitely  took  some  chance 
on  the  last  lap." 

"The  real  turning  point  was  the  eas 
bank  on  the  last  lap."  said  Spencer.  "I 
started  out  maybe  two  or  three  laps  frorr 
the  end.  He  (Aksland)  slowed  down  be 
cause  he  wanted  me  to  go  around  him.  I 
came  down  to  who  was  going  to  be  seconc 
coming  out  the  banking.  Our  bikes  were  S( 
close  that  I  figured  whoever  got  the  draf 
and  used  it  right  would  get  across  the  finis! 
line  first.  The  last  five  or  six  laps  I  was  jus 
staying  behind  him.  But  about  two  lap; 
from  the  end  we  saw  five  or  six  (lapped 
riders  who  weren't  too  far  ahead  of  us.  H( 
really  turned  the  wick  up  and  tried  to  catch 
them.  We  caught  them  going  into  th( 
chicane  (on  the  last  lap)  and  as  we  wert 
coming  out  there  were  two  slower  riders 
one  in  front  of  the  other  one.  Skip  just  cu 
right  down  between  them  and  the  seconc 
rider  must  have  thought  I  was  the  rider  h< 
was  racing  with  because  he  raced  me  a! 
the  way  around  the  bank.  He  was  in  Skip': 
draft  and  I  just  couldn't  gel  by  him.  By  tht 
time  I  was  past  and  in  Skip's  draft  it  wai 
too  late.  It  was  just  one  of  those  things.  Jus 
like  car  racing,  you  got  to  wait  and  get  tht 
draft  and  slingshot  by." 


Mamola  was  third.  Mang  fourth. 


250CC  EXPERT  RESULTS 

1)  Skip  Aksland  Yamaha 

2)  Freddie  Spencer  Yamaha 

3)  Randy  Mamola  Yamaha 

4)  Anton  Mang   Kawasaki 

5)  Gennady  LIubimsky  Yamaha 

6)  Rusty  Sharp  Yamaha 

7)  Eddie  Lawson  Yamaha 

8)  HaJ  Coleman  Yamaha 

9)  TommyByars   Yamaha 

10)  Barry  Woodland  Yamaha 


The  250CC  Expert  race  turned  out  to  be  the  dice  of  the  week.  Here.  Freddie  Spencer  (8)  leads  Randy  Mamola  (39)  and  Skip  Aksland. 
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200-Mg  750gc  Expert 


Pig  Farmer  Dale  Singleton  Slops  the  Hogs 

by  John  Ulrich 


1^ 


1^  oooooooooeeecceece!"  screamed  a 
1^  frenzied  fan.  standing  just  a  fev\ 
inches  from  the  baci<  of  Dale  Sin- 
j.on"s  head  as  Singleton  yelled  into  a 
airter's  tape  recorder.  A  group  of  maybe 
/Mell-w  ishers  and  supporters  stood  in  a 
inch  15  ft.  awav.  cheering.  Singleton 
iike  from  the  reporter,  jumped  up  and 
wn  with  legs  braced  and  knees  bent, 
ins  up  in  the  air.  like  a  slightly  crazed 
J  US  gorilla. 

He  screamed.  Thcv  screamed.  The 
/*vd  rushed  forward  and  hoisted  him  up 
Jtheir  shoulders,  shouting,  laughing 
ggleton  n>de  with  the  crowd  in  the  pits, 
iving  a  pen  he  had  used  to  sign  auto- 
rphs  just  a  few  moments  before. 
His  feet  back  on  the  ground.  Singleton 
»ted  his  pet  pig,  fslmer.  out  of  a  pack- 
i-crate  pen  and  held  the  piglet  feet  up 
ir  a  portable  barbecue,  hollering  all  the 
3e.  There  was  no  charcoal  in  the  bar- 
j  ue.  but  for  a  moment  it  looked  as  if 
Ijgleton  would  make  good  on  his  pre- 
se  vow:  to  eat  Elmer  if  he  won  the 
■^  tona  200. 

It  could  be  argued  that  Singleton  won 
1  race  by  outlasting  his  opponents,  but  it 
;ilso  true  that  Singleton  spent  more  time 
ilirst  place  than  any  other  rider.  e\en 


while  the  others  were  in  the  race.  More 
important,  you've  got  to  still  be  running  at 
the  finish  to  win.  .Singleton,  a  self-stvled 
"pig  farmer"  from  Dalttm.  Cieorgia.  is 
unique  among  the  very  top-running 
American  road  racers  in  that  he— and  he 
alone  builds  his  engines.  Working  in  the 
basement  shop  ol"  his  father's  house.  22- 
\ear-old  Singleton  disassembles  and  re- 
builds his  own  crankshafts,  (its  his  own 
pistons,  does  everything.  In  three  years  of 
750cc  racina.  Siniileton  has  failed  to  finish 


a  race  due  to  mechanical  trouble  just  twice. 
He  hooked  up  with  C  alifornia  tuner  Stuart 
loomey  for  1979.  but  Toomev's  duties 
include  pipe  building  and  chassis  wc)rk. 
not  moti)r  building. 

Patrick  Pons  of  France  led  oflT  the  grid, 
through  the  infield  and  into  the  back- 
straight  chicane,  chased  by  Singleton.  Skip 
Aksland.  David  Aldana.  Holland's  Boet 
Van  Dulmen.  Ciene  Romero.  Ron  Pierce 
and  Mike  C  one.  But  bv  the  start-finish  line 
on  the  first  lap.  Singleton  uas  ou\  in  front.  > 


The  start:  Pons  (303)  in  front  of  Singleton  (30).  Aksland  (27).  Romero  (3).  Aldana  (10).  Van 
Dutmen  (327.  betiind  Pons).  Cone  (47).  Mamola  (befiind  Cone).  Sclilacter  (48). 
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With  Mamola  out.  Singleton  is  ctiased  into 
the  chicane  by  Aldana,  Van  Dulmen,  Pons. 


His  bike  disabled,  Aldana  stands  on  the  edge 
of  Turn  1  and  waves  Singleton  on. 


Singleton  and  Elmer  the  pig  in  the  winni 
circle. 


Another  lap  and  Aksland  was  out  of  the 
race  with  a  seized  engine.  Aksland's  bike 
stuck  one  cylinder  in  the  final  practice 
session  before  the  start  of  the  race,  and 
mechanics  Kel  Carruthers,  Knobby  Clark 
and  Trevor  Tilbury  quickly  rebuilt  it.  re- 
placing everything  affected  plus  the  coil 
and  carburetor.  But  the  bike  seized  again 
in  the  race.  The  bike  Aksland  rode  was  the 
Yamaha  Motors  Corp.  YZR750  that  Ken- 
ny Roberts  would  have  ridden  at  Daytona, 
had  he  not  been  hurt  in  Japan  the  month 
before. 

Romero's  Imperial  Spas/Don  Vesco 
TZ750  seized  one  cylinder  and  threw  the 
connecting  rod  through  the  crankcases  on 
the  fifth  lap;  he  was  out. 

The  group  of  leaders  were  joined  by  19- 
year-old  Randy  Mamola.  who  just  six 
months  earlier  had  doubted  that  he  would 
ever  learn  to  ride  a  TZ750  fast  enough  to 
be  competitive.  The  race  was  up  front. 
Singleton.  Aldana.  Mamola.  Van  Dulmen, 
Pons  all  in  a  close  group  and  circulating  at 
2:07  and  2:08  lap  times.  Mamola  was  the 
first  to  retire,  slingshoting  into  the  lead 
across  the  finish  line  of  lap  10,  but  catching 


a  neutral  when  he  started  downshifting 
and  braking  for  Turn  One.  He  ran  off  the 
track,  across  the  infield  grass  and  stopped 
just  feet  before  crossing  the  track  at  turn 
five  and  ramming  some  backmarkers.  One 
more  slow  circuit  of  the  banking  with  the 
bike  surging  in  gear  and  Mamola  retired 
with  gearbox  troubles. 

Pons  lost  the  draft  and  couldn't  keep  up 
after  the  first  gas  stops  started,  leaving 
Singleton,  Aldana  and  Van  Dulmen  in 
front.  But  Van  Dulmen  was  soon  out  of  the 
race  with  engine  problems.  The  battle  for 
the  lead  now  involved  only  Aldana  and 
Singleton. 

By  the  40th  lap  it  was  Singleton  and 
Aldana  back-and-forth  in  earnest,  close 
everywhere  on  the  track.  Singleton  leading 
always  across  the  finish  line,  but  Aldana 
close,  so  close,  cutting,  diving,  trying  to 
find  a  way  past.  Suddenly,  it  was  Singleton 
alone,  with  Aldana  standing  on  the  edge  of 
the  track  waving  him  on— Aldana's  bike 
lost  a  connecting  rod  after  one  cylinder 
seized,  a  failure  identical  to  Romero's, 
right  down  to  the  cylinder  affected.  Ron 
Pierce,  who  had  been  alone  in  fourth  on 


the  Yamaha  Motor  Canada  YZR750  f 
pared  by  Bob  Work  (with  Larry  Wor 
tuning  during  the  week  while  Work  was 
business  in  Japan),  moved  up  and  pas 
Pons  to  secure  second. 

Mike  Baldwin,  who  had  started  74th 
the  grid  with  his  KR750  thrcc-cvlin 
Kawasaki,  was  fourth  about  20  scco 
behind  Pons,  who  was  four  seconds  beh 
Pierce. 

Christian  Sarron.  a  teammate  and  coi 
tryman  of  Pons,  was  fifth,  followed 
privateers  John  Long.  Bruce  Patterson  a 
Mike  Cone.  A  Texan.  Cone  is  one  of 
most  consistent  privateers  in  AMA  raci 
when  he  finishes,  he  finishes  in  the  top 
no  matter  what  the  track.  Like  many  [ 
valeers.  Cone  owns  his  own  bike,  does 
own  mechanical  work  and  races  beca 
he  loves  it.  But  his  consistency  on  a  n 
particularly-fast  Yamaha  makes  one  w 
der  what  he'd  do  on  a  faster  moiorcvc 

Singleton's  margin  of  victory  was 
seconds,  at  an  average  speed  of  107.( 
mph.  Singleton  had  qualified  fastest 
2:06.339  and  turned  mostly  2:07  and  2 
lap  times  in  the  race,  with  a  single  \d\ 


Ron  Pierce  moved  into  second  place  late  in  the  race  to  put  the  Yamaha  Motor  Canada  YZR750 
into  the  winner's  circle. 


Mike  Baldwin  crashed  his  KR750  and  hi 
sided,  suffering  a  dislocated  shoulder  i 
wrist  sprains  and  bruises,  as  well  as  a  ba 
bruised  collarbone.  Two  days  later  he 
racing. 
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SAVE  YOUR  DOLLARS  AT 

iPINETTI^S 

JACKSON,  CALIF. 
1979  MODELS 


HONDA. 

WING  $3158""' 
J750F  $2436'"' 
J750K  $2278" 
J650  $2158'"' 


SUZUKI 

GS1000EN  $2999"'' 
GS1000N  $2770'"' 
GS850GN  $2630<"> 
GS750EN  $2419"" 
GS750N  $2278"" 


Kowoscrici 

KZ1000EI  $3216"" 

KZ1000A3  $3047"" 

KZ750B4  $2029"" 

KZ650C3  $2412"" 

KZ650B3  $2247"" 

\^E  ALSO  HAVE  A  LIMITED 
SUPPLY  OF  1978  MODELS 
AT  SUPER  LOW  PRICES! 
'RICES  ARE  SUBJECT  TO 
CHANGE  WITHOUT 
NOTICE  AND  DO  NOT 
JCLUDE  TAX  OR  LICENSE. 

THIS  IS  JUST  A  SAMPLE 
OF  OUR  LOW  PRICES. 
CALL  FOR  DETAILS  AND 
RAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS 
AREA  209-223-1674 
CLOSED  MONDAY 


;top 

HIEF! 

on't  Get 
pped  Off. 
sain  ...  3 


JT  THE  DAI  1000  UNTOUCHABLE 
LARM  SYSTEM  ON  YOUR  BIKEIII 

ie  most  sophisticated  motorcycle 
arm  system  available. 
TAMPER-PROOF  -  both  motorcycle 

and  alarm  system  are  tamper-proof. 
INVISIBLE  —  alarm  system  is  not 

visible  to  potential  thief 

Ifgr's  Suggested  Retail  Price  $54.95 
UR  PRICE  $42.95 

lus  $2.05  shipping  &  handling 

REE  —  Our  exciting  304-page  catalog 

icluded  with  each  order  —  reg.  $4.95 

irCLE  &  VAN  ACCESSORIES,  LTD. 

le  of  America's  most  complete  accessory 
ops  for  the  vanner,  or  rider  of  mopeds, 
Honda,  Suzuki,  Yamaha  or  Kawasaki  bikes. 

3  Wett  Main  Street.  Stamford,  CL  06902 

S  Rta.  1  «  Watt  Am.  —  1  block  north  of  1-95.  EiH  Q 
3/325-2938. 

la,  Mactar  Charga  or  Ctiock*  Walcomad. 


In  the  pits  after  the  race:  a  pig  farmer's 
welcome  for  Singleton  from  Georgia  fans. 

the  5s.  a  2:05.84  on  lap  18.  Compared  to 
Kenny  Robert.s'  1978  average  of  108.373 
mph.  qualifying  2:05.21  and  best-race  laps 
of  low  2:03s  and  even  a  few  (reported)  high 
2:02s.  Singleton's  race  may  seem  slow.  It 
was  plenty  fast  enough  to  win. 

Tires  worries  had  the  AMA  mandating 
that  all  750s  entered  in  the  race  must  be 
fitted  with  relatively  hard  Goodyear 
D2174  slicks  after  Micheiin  declined  to 
guarantee  that  their  tires  would  go  the 
distance.  The  tires  were  slippery  at  some 
spots.  Singleton  spent  time  sideways  at 
several  corners  and  Pierce  managed  to  get 
cros.sed  up  over  the  start-finish  line  in  the 
top  of  sixth  gear  one  lap.  Because  the 
banking  had  been  repaved.  the  problem 
wasn't  so  much  with  accelerated  tire  wear 
as  high  tire  temperatures.  The  hard  Good- 
years  went  the  distance  easily,  looking 
after  the  race  to  be  ready  for  another  start. 
Some  competitors,  including  Pierce,  sug- 
gested that  the  softer  D1829  he  selected - 
against  Goodyear  advice— for  the  rear  of 
his  Superbike  would  have  worked  fine  on 
his  750  as  well. 

The  tire  problem  at  Daytona  has 
changed.  But  one  thing  that  hasn't 
changed  is  Daytona's  fickle  heart.  It  isn't 
who  will  win.  but  who  Daytona  will  le-t 
win.  This  year  the  200  belonged  to  Dale 
Singleton. 


D/KYTdNA  7SO  RESUITS 

1)  Dale  Singleton  Yamaha 

2)  Ron  Pierce  Yamaha 

3)  Patrick  Pons  Yamaha 

4)  Mike  Baldwin   Kawasaki 

5)  Christian  Sarron  Yamaha 

6)  John  Long   Yamaha 

7)  Bruce  Patterson  Yamaha 

8)  Mike  Cone  Yamaha 

9)  Mick  Grantv^tli^^^^s«:...  Suzuki 

10)  Ron  Mass  Yamaha 

11)  Phil  McDonald  ^^^SjUPS  Yamaha 

12)  Bruce  Lind    Yamaha 

13)  Bob  Wakefield   Yamaha 

14)  Mark  Jones  Yamaha 

15)  Corey  Ruppelt   Yamaha 


CYCLE  WORLD 
1979  TEST  ANNUAL 
&BUYER'SGUIDE 


The  Cycle  World  1979  Test  An- 
nual and  Buyer's  Guide  brings 
you  complete  specifications  and 
photos  of  96  new  motorcycles, 
and  tests  of  the  best  for  dirt  and 
street. 

You'll  find  tests  for  the  most  cur- 
rent motorcycles — both  street 
and  dirt  bikes — with  some  impor- 
tant results.  The  SUZUKI  GS 
1000,  the  HONDA  CBX,  and  the 
BMW  R65  are  just  a  few  of  the 
1978  and  1979  models  which 
meet  Cycle  World's  tough  stan- 
dards! 

In  the  32-page  buyer's  guide  sec- 
tion, you'll  find  the  pros  and  cons 
of  investing  in  such  models  as 
the  Kawasaki  KZ  1300,  the  Ya- 
maha XS  1100,  and  the  Harley- 
Davidson  FLH  80.  Cycle  World's 
complete  specifications  include 
analysis  of  price,  weight,  engine 
size  and  wheel  base. 

On  sale  wherever 
you  buy  Cycle  World 


MY  NEWSSTAND  IS  SOLD  OUT! 

Please  send  me  copies  of  the 

Cycle  World  Buyer's  Guide  at  $3.00 
each.  (Includes  500  postage  and 
handling).  Please  make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  Cycle  World 
Buyer's  Guide/CBS  Publications/ 
1515  Broadway/N.Y.,  N.Y.  10036. 

NAME  


ADDRESS. 
CITY  


STATE- 


-ZIP- 


Photo  by  John  Ulrich 
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43,000  mi» 


7e.t>/123  mph 


High  performance,  the  story  goes,  is  like 
playing  Russian  roulette  with  a  submachine 
gun.  The  faster  you  go,  the  quicker  you  blow. 

Well,  the  rat  Z-bike  above  has  43,000  miles 
on  the  engine.  It's  seen  almost  daily  use 
in  heavy  city  traffic,  a  trip  up  through  Canada 
and  a  long  run  through  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington. 

After  all  that,  this  bike  is  still  capable  of 
turning  a  10.97  second  e.t./123  mph  quarter 
mile  (stock  Z-l's,  brand  new,  do  the  quarter  mile 
in  12.38  sec./110.29  mph). 

Inside  this  1 132cc  adrenaline  machine  is  an 
R.C.  1132cc  Big  Bore  Kit,  B.C.  cams  and  partial 
valve  train,  clutch,  29mm  Smooth  Bore  Mikunis, 
GDI  ignition,  4-into-l  exhaust  system,  welded 
crankshaft  and  a  custom  head  porting  job. 

We  recently  pulled  the  head  off  for  a  check. 
Everything  looked  fine.  Wear  was  negligible. 
So  we  put  it  back  together  for  several  thousand 
more  miles. 


In  all  43,000  miles  he's  never  had  a  prob- 
lem. Not  one!  Cosmetically  it's  a  rat  bike.  It  gets 
washed  when  it  rains.  But,  lubrication  and  ad- 
justment guidelines  are  followed  closely. 

43,000  miles!  The  point?  R.C.  Big  Bore 
Kits  live. 

We'd  like  to  help  you  put  together  a  per- 
formance package  that's  right  for  you.  We  make 
high  performance  and  racing  engine  compo- 
nents and  exhaust  systems  for  the  big  fours.  We 
also  offer  precision  high  performance  machin- 
ing and  engine  building. 

Give  us  a  call  or  send  $2.00  for  our  catalog. 
Better  yet,  do  both. 


nUtii  ENGINEERING 

16216  South  Main  Street,  Dept.  42 
Gardena,  California  90248 
213-327-6858 


Our  skill  is  a  matter  off  record* 


'OOSklLb  FINALS 

Mm 


o 


Team  Green  Takes  A  Big  One 

Sr  V  '  by  Ron  Griewe 


ammin'  Jimmy  Weinert  out-foxed  Bob 
Hannah  to  win  the  Eighth  Daytona 
ercross.  Weinert  won  the  first  Super- 
s  held  at  Daytona  eight  years  ago  and 
irday's  win  gives  him  the  distinction  of 
ig  the  only  two-time  Daytona  Super- 
s  winner. 

rary  Bailey  designed  the  Daytona 
rse:  no  easy  job  when  given  a  couple  of 

grassy  areas  between  paved  race 
rses  to  work  with.  He  artfully  dug  pits 

brought  in  dirt  for  mounds,  turning 
grassy  flats  into  a  fast,  multi-jump. 
Ilenging  motocross  course.  Everyone 
a  few  practice  laps  in  before  the  grass 
ppcared,  exposing  an  excellent  sandy 


loam  base. 

Four  six-lap  qualifier  motos.  two  semis 
and  a  consolation  determined  the  main 
event  contestants.  The  first  eight  finishers 
in  each  qualifier  transferred  directly  to  the 
main.  The  first  four  from  each  semi  did  the 
same,  but  only  the  winner  from  the  conso- 
lation race  qualified. 

MOTO  ONE 

Bob  Hannah  and  Steve  Wise  won  the 
drag  race  to  the  left  turn  at  the  end  of  the 
starting  area,  with  Hannah  slipping  into 
the  lead  through  the  corner  Before  the  end 
of  lap  one  Wise  zapped  Hannah  and  the 
Hurricane  crashed  trying  to  regain  the 


lead.  He  quickly  remounted  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  double  jump,  still  in  second  but 
14  seconds  behind  Wise's  Honda.  By  the 
end  of  lap  three  the  order  was  Wise. 
Hannah,  Dave  Taylor  and  Tommy  Croft. 
Hannah  got  his  revenge  when  Wise  took 
an  unscheduled  trip  over  the  bars  during 
lap  six.  Hannah  took  the  opportunity  to 
zip  back  into  the  lead  as  the  crowd  of 
35,000  went  wild.  Wise  quickly  remounted 
and  salvaged  second,  just  three  seconds 
behind  the  Hurricane.  Dave  Taylor 
grabbed  third,  Greg  Robertson  fourth. 
Mark  Robillard  fifth.  Scott  Gillman  sixth. 
Ken  Adams  seventh  and  Tommy  Croft 
eighth.  > 


crowded  first  turn  of  a  heat,  with  Hannah  up  front. 
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Full  dress  Honda. 


Next  time  you  go  on  tour,  dress  Your  Hondo  dealer  has  the  full 

your  Hondo  for  the  port.  With  gen-  scoop  on  availability  and  model 

uine  Hondaline*  bolt-on  accessories,  application.  So  before  you  start 

These  Hondaline  accessories  are 


the  only  fully  integrated  Honda 
designed  bolt-on  systems  for  most 
Honda  road  bikes.  They're  made 
with  the  same  precision  and  quality 
that  went  into  your  bike  in  the  first 
place.  In  other  words,  they  fit  and 
they  function. 

You  con  buy  the  whole  system 
(for  selected  bikes)  or  begin 
with  o  few  essentials  and  add 
on  later.  In  any  event,  your 
selection  is  unparalleled. 
Everything  from  weatherproof 
travel  trunks  and  saddle- 
bags to  durable  chrome- 
plated  luggage  racks  and 
engine  guards. 


your  next  trip,  make  him  your 
first  stop. 


ONDAUN 


Designed  by  riders. 

For  riders. 


SEMI  ONE 

oger  Brown  put  his  Honda  into  the 
1  with  Kawasaki-mounted  Jeff  Ward 
ig  to  pass  on  every  corner.  By  lap  three 
d  had  passed  Brown.  Brown  stalled  his 
ine  trying  to  get  the  lead  back  and 
ed  up  at  the  back  of  the  pack  by  the 
;  he  got  restarted.  Gary  Pustak  and 

I  Pomeroy  then  moved  up  but  Ward  ran 
y  with  the  moto,  finishing  over  14 
inds  ahead. 

SEMI  TWO 

ich  Eierstedt  lead  from  start  to  finish 
lis  Honda.  Reigning  500cc  champ  Rick 
^ett  was  second  by  10  seconds.  John 
nt  and  Steve  Martin  rounded  out  the 
four  transfer  spots. 

CONSOLATION  RACE 

II  final  event  participants  were  now 
>en  but  one,  the  w  inner  of  the  consola- 
race.  Roger  Brown  moved  from  a  third 
e  start  to  first  by  lap  four  and  had  no 
ible  holding  that  position  until  the 
,h. 

11  of  the  major  factories  had  won  at 
t  one  heat  except  Suzuki.  Winning 
:s  in  order  of  heats  were:  Yamaha, 
kasaki.  Honda.  Honda.  Kawasaki, 
ida.  Honda. 


lart  shared  his  victory  champagne  with 
crowd. 

MAIN  EVENT 

brtv-one  of  America's  best  motocross- 

all  trying  to  be  first  into  the  turn  one. 
rged  away  from  the  individual,  rear 
ing  starting  gates.  Gary  Semics  drew 

lead  and  held  the  throttle  open, 
ough  the  Gator  Pit  at  the  finish  of  lap 

the  order  was  Semics  (Hon).  Hannah 
m).  Shultz  (Suz).  Tripes  (Hon).  Weinert 
w),  and  Robertson  (Can-Am).  By  the 

of  lap  two  Shultz  had  passed  Hannah, 
king  his  factory  Suzuki  into  second.  By 
three  the  Hurricane  had  regained  sec- 
I  and  Shultz  had  dropped  to  fifth  after 
ing  problems.  Semics  still  had  com- 
id  of  the  lead.  Tripes  held  third,  the 
imer  fourth.  Mosier  fifth,  and  LaPorte 
h. 

emics  owned  lap  four  also,  but  Hannah> 
)s  by  John  Ulrlch 


Full  Honda  dress. 

For  your  heod,  you  need  the  protecHon 
of  a  helmet  that  meets  Snell  75 -today's 
most  stringent  testing  standard. 
Hondaline®  Britestripe'"  fiberglass 
helmets  give  you  that  protection,  plus 
reflective  side  stripes  and  colors 
coordinated  to  79  Hondo  bikes. 

For  your  hands,  you  need  the  protection 
of  cov^^hide  in  All-Weather  and  Gauntlet- 
styled  gloves.  Hondaline  road  gloves 
hove  a  full  lining  and  long  forearm 
coverage  for  stylish  protection 

For  your  body,  you 


need  the  comfort  of  a  Hondaline 
nylon  jacket.  They  come  in  four  dynam 
colors,  and  will  accept  an  optional  zip-i 
liner. 

So,  no  matter  whether  you  ride  on  the 
road  or  in  the  dirt,  kx>k  to  Hondaline  h 
the  apparel  to  do  it  in.  On  or  off  your 
bike,  you'll  be  looking  goodl 


ONDALIN. 


Designed  by  rtden 
For  rideii 


STOP  by  your  nearest  dealer  and  see 
our  complete  line  of  accessories,  from 
sprockets  to  footpegs.  LOOK  and  examine 
them  closely.  For  years  we  at  CIRCLE 
INDUSTRIES  have  maintained  a  high 
standard  of  quality  in  all  we  manufacture. 
Each  product  is  tested  under  rigid  spec- 
ifications, assuring  it's  the  best  available. 
Now  we  skin  package  them  showing  ex- 
actly what  you're  getting,  and  marked 
clearly  for  easy  identification.  So  next 
time  you're  buying  motorcycle  accessories 
—  seek  out  our  new  bright  blue  and  black 
CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  packages.  STOP, 
LOOK  and  BUY  the  BEST! 

Our  new  '  79  catalog  with  specs'  and  prices 
on  our  sprockets  and  many  other  products 
is  now  available  for  $1.  Send  for  your 
copy  today! 


CIRCLE 

INDUSTRIES 


17901  ARENTH  AVE./DEPT.  CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  OA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 
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Hannah,  Tripes  and  Weinert.  Weinert  moved  up  and  took  the  lead  away  from  Hannah  on 
last  lap. 


had  been  passed  again,  this  time  by  a 
charging  Marty  Tripes.  Weinert  held  a 
solid  fourth  as  the  four  began  to  pull  away 
from  the  pack.  By  lap  six  Marty  Tripes  had 
taken  the  lead.  Hannah  was  second.  Sem- 
ics  was  third.  Tripes  and  Hannah  stayed 
one-two  through  lap  seven.  Third  had  been 
taken  over  by  Weinert.  Shultz  was  fourth. 
Semics  was  a  fading  fifth,  followed  by 
Mosier,  LaPorte  and  Smith.  By  the  end  of 
lap  eight  Hannah  was  in  the  No.  1  spot  and 
everyone  figured  the  race  winner  had  been 
decided.  Marty  Tripes.  Jim  Weinert.  and 
Darryl  Shultz  were  within  spitting  distance 
of  Hannah  though,  and  they  weren't  con- 
vinced the  winner  had  been  settled.  Shultz 
lost  a  little  ground  on  lap  nine  but  the 
pecking  order  stayed  much  the  .same  until 
the  middle  of  lap  12.  the  final  one.  Hannah 
had  been  misinterpreting  his  lap  board  for 
a  couple  laps:  looking  into  the  sun  to  read 
it.  he  thought  it  said  10.  meaning  a  com- 
fortable 10-second  lead.  Actually  it  said 
I  p.  meaning  he  was  first,  (he  later  called  it 
a  stupid  mistake).  Weinert.  with  a  very 
determined  look  on  his  face,  had  been 
right  on  Bob's  rear  fender  for  three  laps. 
He  made  his  move  by  coming  inside 
Hannah  in  a  corner,  bumping  his  bike 
(Bob  thought  a  lapped  rider  was  out  of 
control  and  moved  over).  Jim  made  the 
pass  as  the  two  crested  a  big  jump,  and 
didn't  look  back.  The  crowd  of  35.(X)0  went 
nuts.  The  Jammer  stretched  the  throttle 
cable  for  the  remaining  half  lap,  Hannah 


right  on  his  rear  trying  to  get  back  into  I 
But  it  wasn't  to  be,  Weinert  was  pum 
and  made  no  mistakes,  giving  him 
second  big  Supercross  win  for  '79. 

Earlier  in  the  year  Weinert  made  a  si 
ment  about  being  in  shape  and  ready 
the  '79  season.  And  his  super  condition 
was  noticeable  late  in  the  race  when 
started  making  his  charge  to  the  In 
After  the  race  he  quipped,  "I  laid  back 
let  the  rest  of  them  burn  out,  then  i 
over  the  lead.  The  only  way  to  1 
Hannah  is  on  the  last  lap." 


DAYTONA  SUPERCROSS 


1  Jimmy  Wdlnert 

2  Bob  Hannah 

3  Marty  Tripes 

4  Darryl  Shultz 

5  Danny  LaPorte 

6  Gary  Semics 

7  Gaylon  Mosier 

8  Rick  Burgett 

9  Marty  Smith 

10  Warren  Reid 

1 1  Tony  DIstefano 

12  Mike  Bell 

13  Dave  Taylor 

14  Scott  Gillman 

15  Greg  Theiss 

1 6  Frank  Stacy 

1 7  Marty  Moates 

18  Marty  Gregson 

19  Greg  Robertson 

20  Steve  Stackable 


Kawasa 
Yamah 
Hone 
Suzu 
Suzu 
Hone 
Kawasa 
Yamah 
Hone 
Hone 
Can-A 
Yamah 
LOP  Yamaf 
Suzul 
LOP  Yamah 
Yamah 
LOP  Yamah 
LOP  Yamah 
Can-Ai 
Maic 
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Kawasaki  F750  Four 


e  Much-Rumored  New 
ad  Racer  Is  Alive  and 
ell  in  Australia 

Brian  Cowan 

^  awasaki's  new  F750  road  racer  is 
k  alive  and  well  and  just  finished 
^  secret  testing  in  Australia.  The  con- 
ration  of  the  two-stroke,  reed-valve, 
-cylinder  engine  is  unique.  Cylinders 
and  four  are  forward  and  outside  the 
eriines  of  cylinders  two  and  three,  a 
ut  which  results  in  a  unit  2  in.  narrower 
all  than  a  KR750  Triple.  The  cylinders 
angled  slightly  forward,  an  arrange- 
it  which  aids  low  weight  placement, 
staggered  cylinder  placement  eases 
coniinued  on  page  IJJ 


The  new  Kawasaki  Four  features  riovel  engine  layout,  reed-valve  induction.  Note  short,  fat 
exhaust  pipes  and  unusual  front  hub  layout. 


liquid  car  wax 


Come  rain  or  come  shine. 
It  starts  brighter,  stays  brighter 
than  the  /eadmg  premium  wax. 

New  Simoniz '  Shines  Like  The  Sun  ^^^^^^^^^  premium  wax.  And  we  guarantee 

premium  car  wax  gives  your  car  I^({S^*M^sun*M  you'll  like  it.  Or  your  money 

a  shine  that  starts  brighter,  VI  ""^^^^^r  back.  From  Simoniz.  come  rain 

stays  brighter  than  the  leading        bI^E    or  come  shine. 

Simoniz  is  a  reaistGred  trade  mark  of  Union  Carbide  Corooralion.  270  Park  Avenue.  New  York.  N  Y  10017. 
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nen  you  think 
{:he  off-road 
rsOO,  the 
fot  thing 
lit  should 
me  to  mind  ^ 
[one  monolithic,  long-stroking 
rton  pounding  out  colossal 
)iOunts  of  steady,  useable 
xiue,  right? 
Wrong. 

At  least,  not  anymore. 

It's  not  that  the  TT's499cc, 
rir-stroke,  single-cylinder 
gine  no  longer  performs 
j.gnificently.  It  does.  From 
;  bottom  of  the  powerband 
ar  to  the  top.  And  the  wide- 
lio,  five-speed  transmission 
als  out  the  power  with  smooth 
irkmanlike  efficiency. 

This  year,  however,  we've 
Eded  some  improvements 
lit  will  make  the  TT  as  prized 
I  its  handling  as  it  is  for  its 
Tformance. 


New  leading-axle  frant 
forks,  for  instance,  increase 
front  suspension  travel  gener- 
ously, to  a  comfortable  7.68 
inches.  Rear  suspension  travel 
is  ample,  too:  a  full  6.25  inches, 
courtesy  of  the  TT's  laid-down, 
adjustable  nitrogen/oil  shocks. 

Of  course,  responsive 
handling  is  more 
than  just  a  matter 
of  inches.  Since 
weight  has  a 
direct  effect  on  a  bike's  agility, 
we  trimmed  a  fair  amount  of  it 
off  the  TT500.  A  slender  new 
motocross-type  fi'ame,  im- 
proved overall  weight  distribu- 
tion and  a  new  lightweight 
aluminum  swingarm  give  the 
TT  a  much  lighter,  leaner 
look  and  feel.. 

The  new 
steering  head 
angle  is  another 


refinement.  It  provides  better 
maneuverability  and  control 
over  even  the  most  arduous 
terrain. 

Add  to  that  features  like 
oil-in-the-frame,  dry 
sump  lubrication  for 
increased  ground  clear- 
ance, a  compression  indicator 
for  easy  kick  starting 
_^  and  a  wide  alumi- 


®  num  bashplate  for 


Omipression  indicator  lets  you 
kick  stad  with  confidence. 


Radically 
upswept 
exhaust. 


\jiistahle, 
\l-dowu 
^ro^cn/oil 
xrshocks. 


engine  protection  and  you've 
got  an  off-road  playbike 
second  to  none. 

Yet,  even  with  all  the  other 
things  it  has  going  for  it,  we 
realize  there  are  those  diehard 
off-road  afficionados  who  will 
still  buy  the  TT500  for  one  and 
only  one  reason. 

Which  is  perfectly  all 
right  with  us. 

YAMAHA 

When  you  bwiv  how  they  're  built 


New  lighter 
motocross-type  frame. 


New  long-travel, 
leading-axle  front  forks. 


^^tweight 
\minum 
K'ugann. 


rAnall-ball- 
und-roller-bearing 
'T^  four-stroke  single 
with  incredible  torque. 

Plxtra-wide 
aluminum  skid  plate. 


WHAT  DO  YOU 
AND  REG  PRIDMORE 
HAVE  IN  COMMON? 


□  You  were  the  AMA 
Superbike  champion 
three  years  in  a  row. 

□  Pierre  desRoches  built 
and  tunes  your 
motorcycle. 


□  You  use  Golden  Spectre  4  Synthetic 
Blend  20W/50  motor  oil  right  off  the 
shelf. 


We  hope  you  checked  all  three  boxes,  especially  the  last  one. 
You  obviously  know  a  good  oil  when  it  comes  along.  There  are 
several  advantages  to  using  Golden  Spectre  4.  If  you  race  and 
are  into  your  motor  all  the  time  you'll  see  one  right  away.  Vir- 
turally  no  wear.  Parts  last  much  longer.  If  you're  a  street  guy  you 
may  notice  you  don't  use  oil  between  changes  or  that  your 
bike  runs  cooler.  One  reason  for  all  this  is  that  Golden  Spectre  4 
employs  a  friction  modifier  which  dramatically  reduces  fluid 
drag.  Some  other  reasons  are  these; 

•  Golden  Spectre  4  contains  a  special  methacrylate  polymer 
which  won't  shear.  It  stays  in  grade  as  long  as  it  stays  in  your 
bike. 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  utilizes  diester  synthetic  which  greatly  ex- 
tends the  lubricating  value  of  the  already  high  quality 
petroleum  oils  we  use. 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  offers  true  race  track  protection  levels  as 
well  as  long  mileage  cleanliness. 


Intercontinental  Lubricants  Corp. 
Box  208,  Brookfeild,  Conn.  06804 


AMI  TRAINS  OUTBOARD  &  STERN  DRIVE  MECHANICS 


If  you  are  willing  to  woifc  hard  for  |«wit_ 

'                 -  |ST«[n_ 
I  CUT  

I  ST«II_ 


-SMOMMKIIRIMtTMTO-  . 


ten  weeks,  AMI  can  turn 
you  into  a  Certified 
Marine  Mechanic. 


Professional 
marine  industry 
people  know  we 
turn  out  the  besti 


-SI 
-  I 

144S  SKYTROOPEX  ROAD  -  DAYTON*  BEACH.Fl.  32014 
tPPIOVEO    .  CAll  TOIL  FREE  |a00|S74  0S4S 
m  FLORIDA  CALL  |}04|2SS  0295 


PMME  |_ 


m  VETS 


Send  in  this  coupon  today! 
Be  a  Certified  Marine 
Mechanic. 


AMERICAN 
MARINE 

iNsrrruTE 


continued  from  ini\;c 


cine  from  Arizona  State  University, 
program,  said  Lackey,  improved  his  ovi 
conditioning  and  also  concentrated  or 
pairing  ankle  injuries  suffered  du 
1978. 

"I've  worked  a  lot  harder  than  I  h;i\ 
the  past."  said  Lackey.  "I'm  running 
miles  every  day.  doing  power  weight  ir 
ing  and  a  lot  of  isometric  stuff.  When 
to  Europe  I'm  going  to  be  in  the  best  si 
I've  ever  been  in.  I  am  more  confident 
that's  the  main  thing.  My  confidence 
just  not  been  up  to  par  in  the  past.  But  i 
looking  at  everything  realistically.  I 
actually  win.  Besides  that.  I'm  more  1 
gry  to  win  this  year  for  some  rea 
Probably  because  it's  getting  to  the  p 
that  I  better  win  and  it's  going  to  ha\ 
happen. 


"I've  gotten  better  every  year  that 
been  riding  the  GPs  and  there's  no  re; 
for  me  to  stop  getting  better  at  this  pc 
1977  was  the  first  year  for  Heikki  c 
Yamaha,  and  everybody  said  that 
wouldn't  do  any  good  because  he  hi 
new  bike  and  had  just  gotten  back  intc 
500cc  class.  He  had  a  good  year  and 
smoked  everybody  really  easily.  He 
untouchable.  He  could  sit  on  the  seaL 
around  and  win  without  even  getting 
of  control.  Then  1978  came  along  a: 
was  pushing  him  a  lot  more  than  he 
pushed  the  year  before.  He  was  ri( 
harder,  taking  a  lot  more  risks  and  get 
out  of  control.  I'd  hear  from  someon 
my  pits  'Oh  man.  Heikki  just  barely  n 
it.  almost  flipped  over.  I  don't  know  ho^ 
hung  on,  maybe  just  because  he 
Hercules. ' 

"So  that  was  the  difference  betw 
1977  and  1978.  All  I  can  say  is  that  19' 
again  another  year.  I've  learned  more, 
going  to  be  faster.  I'm  already  as  fas 
faster,  than  Mikkola  in  a  lot  of  places 
just  that  he's  really  built  strong  and  he 
ride  on  the  limit  when  he  has  to. 
doesn't  make  any  mistakes  and  his 
never  breaks.  That's  a  hard  combinatic 
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""the  IGNITOR  performed 

fl^lWlCSSlV^^  prove  the  reliability  and  per- 
IV^J^Ji J  formance  of  the  new  Ignitor  solid 
itate  ignition  system,  a  father  and  son  took  off  on  a  pair  of  matched 
Kawasaki  KZ  1000  touring  bikes.  One  was  stock  and  the  other  was 
(quipped  with  an  Ignitor.  The  tour  test  covered  3500  miles  from 
Mexico  to  Canada  and  back. 

The  results  were  that  the  Ignitor  equipped  KZ  got  10%  better  gas 
nileage  (44  MPG  vs.  48  MPG),  started  faster  and  had 
m  edge  in  acceleration. 

The  Ignitor  fires  at  zero  RPM  for  faster  cold 
veather  starts.  The  hall  cell  magnetic  firing  system  is 
inaffected  by  dirt,  moisture  or  heat. 

If  you  can  change  a  set  of  points,  you  can  install  an 
[gnitor.  Everything  fits  inside  the  case,  no  black 
aoxes  or  external  components,  and  only  two  wires  to 
look  up. 

Ignitors  are  available  for  Honda,  Yamaha,  Suzuki, 
Kawasaki,  Harley  and  BMW  touring  bikes.  See  your 
luthorized  Ignitor  dealer  or  send  for  a  free  brochure. 
Per-Lux,  Inc./ 1242  East  Edna  Place,  Covina,  CA 
n724  (213)  331-4801 


The  Ignitor  is  performance  proven  with  over  10  MILLION  TROUBLE-FREE  MILES  in  Commercial  Fleets,  Industrial  and  Marine  installations. 


Extra  Premium 

The  Ultimate  a-stroke  Motorcycle  Oil 


■RDday's  sophisticated 
high  performance  ma- 
chines need  more  from 
an  oil  than  ever  before. 
Bel-Ray  Extra  Premium  Oil  is 
specially  formulated  for  the 
modern  4-stroke  motorcycle,  it 
offers  extra  protection,  extra 
performance  and  extra  depend- 
ability High  film  strength  min- 
imizes heat  due  to  friction  and 
allows  the  engine  to  run  cooler, 
even  under  the  extreme  con- 
ditions of  long  distance  touring. 
EXP's  special  detergent  add- 


itives give  you  greater 
mileage  between  oil 
changes  and  keeps  the 
engine  running  clean  and 
free  of  sludge  and  varnish. 

Bel-Ray  exp  exceeds  all  motor- 
cycle manufacturers  require- 
ments for  air-cooled  and 
water-cooled  4-stroke  engines 
and  transmissions. 

A  premium  motorcycle 
deserves  an  extra  premium  oil. 
Bel-Ray  EXP,  the  ultimate 
4-stroke  motorcycle  oil. 


BElrRAr  COMPANY.  INC..  INTERNATIONAl.  COHP.  HDQTRS. 

PO  Box  S28,  OttM  BR.  14.  Fwmingaaa.  NJ  07727,  (201|  838.2421 .  Teln  132476 


NATIONAL  SALES  OFFICE 

561  S  State  College  Btvd  .  Dept  BR-14.  Fullartan.  CA  92631  (714)  738-6474 


^mc sidecar 


EQUAUAN  SIDECAR  CO.  6141  W.  ORANGE,  no.32.  CYPRESS.  CALIFORMIA  90  630 
manutictured  in  U.S.A.  under  patents  na4.022,483;  244, 365.  others  pending, 
dealer  inquiries  invited. 


the 
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Dual  Tool 


When  it  comes  to 
all-around  performance, 
nobody  out-performs  Suzuki. 
Case  in  point;  The  SP-370. 

4-Stroke  Thumpet 
Gutsy  4-stroke  single  pumps 
out  gobs  ot  low-end  power  tor 
blasting  around  the  rough. 
Plus  steady  power  through  all 
five  gears  tor  breezing 
around  the  streets. 

Tbvm  or  Ibolies.  This  tough 
machine  is  loaded  with 
features  that  go  beyond  the 
call  of  double-duty.  Like  a 
full  floating  rear  brake  to 
help  keep  the  wheel  on  the 
ground.  Conical  front  hub  to 
reduce  weight.  And  a  rugged 
enduro  suspension  (laid-down 
gas/oil  shocks  and  leading 
axle  front  forks)  to  keep  every- 
thing on  an  even  keel. 
In  short,  stuff  that'll  get  you 
anywhere. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
SP-370  is  one  of  the 
world's  great  performers. 


SuzUki.The  peif ofmer. 


SUZUKI 


Ride  with  card:  wearprotecttve  apparel  and  help  piotect  the  enviionment.  Member  Motorcrcle  Solet^ 


New  from  S&S. 
Megaphone  style  for 

the  Suzuki  fours. 

Suzuki's  new  1000  and  550  machines  have  helped  extend  the  scope 
of  the  term  superbike.  To  help  you  get  the  most  out  of  these  great 
bikes,  S&S  Headers  introduces  a  new  exhaust  system  with  smooth- 
flowing  4  into  1  style  capped  by  our  new  2V2"-to-4"  flared  megaphone 
muffler. 

Topped  by  gleaming  chrome  plating,  the  new  megaphone  system 
adds  a  real  touch  of  performance  styling,  backed  by  greater  engine 
efficiency  and  better  mileage,  plus  easy  installation  and  a  rugged  de- 
sign that  can  take  it  on  the  street. 

See  our  complete  line  for  all  popular  bikes  at  your  S&S  dealer 
today,  or  send  $2.00  for  our  latest  catalog. 


3565  Cadillac  Ave  •  Costa  Mesa,  CA  92626  •  Dept  C-679 

(714)546-8635 


A  CARUR  WITHOUT  COLllGl?  YES! 


A  PROFESSIONAL  IN  THE  CYCLE  AND  MARINE  INDUSTRY! 


"We  get  $150  start  money,"  said  Lul 
"If  you  won  both  motes  of  a  GP  you'd 
$500-$600  maybe.  So  you  don't  get 
money  there.  If  you  win  the  World  Ch 
pionship  and  you  have  a  factory  ride. ; 
company  will  give  you  some  money, 
it's  not  that  much.  If  you  get  second.  \( 
probably  get  nothing.  People  talk  al 
the  great  big  salaries  all  the  motot 
riders  make,  but  they  fail  to  realize 
you're  traveling  in  Europe,  spending 
kinds  of  money.  You're  never  at  hi 
You're  working  from  8:00  in  the  mori 
to  8:00  every  night.  You're  going  \ 
open  trying  to  do  the  best  you  can 
working  all  the  time  at  it,  and  you  go  ti 
races  and  win  and  make  $750.  You'\  c 
to  have  somebody  paying  you  some  nn 
somewhere  because  you  couldn't  affoi 
do  it  if  you  didn't. 


"Let's  take  Kenny  Roberts  for  exan 
He  went  to  Europe  and  won  the  500cc  i 
racing  championship,  something 
American  has  ever  done  before.  Whci 
goes  to  an  international  race— a  race  lu 
the  GP  circuit,  a  race  he  doesn't  ha\ 
attend-he'll  get  maybe  $20,000  ^ 
money.  On  some  weekends  when  t 
aren't  Grands  Prix  he  goes  and  gets 
$20,000.  Where  the  motocross  guy,  if  h 
hero,  rides  an  international  race  and 
$1000.  A  motocross  guy  gets  pretty  huil 
sometimes.  He  doesn't  get  nearly  what 
of  the  other  motor  sports  guys  get.  1  d 
know  what  those  Formula  One  guys  ge 
winning  a  GP,  but  I'm  sure  it's  si 
money.  Sure,  we  don't  have  the  dai 
involved  that  they  do.  but  you  kno 
should  be  worth  more  than  SI 50  ; 
money." 

Lackey.  The  Great  American  Motoc 
Hope.  The  man  who  has  come  closer  tc 
500cc  World  Championship  motocros 
tie  than  anyone  else  from  the  Un 
States.  I 

For  most  Americans,  the  only  op 
tunity  to  see  Bad  Brad  Lackey  race  f 
kola  and  the  others  will  come  at  the 
500cc  Grand  Prix  at  Carlsbad  on  Jun( 
1979.  By  then,  we'll  know  whether  or 
Lackey  can  do  it. 
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Star  Brite  MC IV  Cycle 
Polish  makes  paint 
shimmer,  water  bead, 
and  fights  off  gas  stains 
for  months. 


It  makes  chrome  glitter 
and  removes  surface 
rust. 


'New  Star  Brite^ 
g^mybikeiool 

Use  MC  IV  Protector  to  ket^^^^^^^^^^B 
leattier  or  cycle  out fi^^^^^^^^^^^^p 

soft,  supple  a nds>eeffrn^^^H^^^^^^^^^   

Use  MC  IV  Cvet*Polish  to  Bin^^^^^  JSMMmc 


Use  MC  IV  Protector  to  k%'M 
leattier  or  vinyl  cycle  outfi^^ 
soft,  supple  and  s^ree^in^H 
Use  MC  iV  CyeWrPoiish  to  Cu 
out  tine  scratciies  on  helmet 
visors  and  make  Itiem  rain 
repelia^M  •— 


Aluminum  buffs  to  a 
mirror  finish  with  MC  IV 
Cycle  Polish. 


MCIy  CYCLE  POLISH  shines  old  or  new 

cycles  like  a  jewel  in  seconds  without  hard  rubbing, 
even  in  hot  sun.  Yet  it  lasts  up  to  a  year. 

Paint,  chrome,  mirrors,  plexiglass,  aluminum,  return 
to  their  showroom  sparkle  with  this  amazing  polish. 

MC  TV  PROTECTOR  puts  new  life  into  hard 
and  soft  plastics,  rubber  and  vinyl.  It  fights  weatherinr 
disc^oloration,  fading,  drying  out  and  cracking. 

Use  these  space-age  products  from  Star  Brite  to  keep] 
your  whole  cycle  looking  new  as  the  day  you  bought  i 

Jitarbrtte 


1 


A 


It  protects  rubber 


Star  Brite  MC  IV  It  protects  rubber  MC  IV  Protec 

Protector  sheens  plastic    against  drying  out  and  vinyl  and  soft  p 

better  than  new.  cracking  from  sun,  ozone  flexible  and  supple. 

and  ultraviolet  rays. 


Habit  at  all  good  cycle  shops.  Star  Brite.  Miami.  FL. 


Win  Both:  GS-1000  and  425.  How  d 

you  like  to  win  a  streetbike  lor  yourself 
and  your  favorite  person?  Well,  here's 
your  chance.  You  could  win  two  great 
Suzuki  streetbikes  for  the  price  of  none. 

Ten  Pairs  for  Ten  Winners.  All  ten 
winners  will  win  a  matched  set;  A  mighty 


GS-1000  with  front  air  forks,  4-stroke  DOIi 
engine  and  disc  brakes  all  around.  Pluu 
nimble  GS-425  with  a  4-stroke  twin  eng^ 
electric  starter  and  digital  gear  indicatt 
So  enter  now  and  win  two  of  a  great  kii 
Entry  Forms  at  participating  Suzir 
Dealers.  To  enter  the  free  drawing,  just t 


•p  by  your  participating  Suzuki  Dealer 
an  entry  form  and  full  details. 
There's  nothing  to  buy  But  you  must 
re  a  valid  driver's  license  to  enter 
sepstakes  ends  June  29, 1979.  So  visit 
ir  Suzuki  Dealer  right  away  Good 
<  to  you.  And  your  favorite  person. 


FREE  Suzuki  Toam  Cap  for  •vorybody 
who  enters.  See  your  Suzuki 
Dealer  for  details. 

Residents  ol  Ohio  only  may  receive  an  entry  torm  and 
details  by  submitting  a  sell  addressed  stamped  envelope  to 
Suzuki  'Pairol  Pertormers"  Sweepstakes  PO  Box  8537  Blair. 
Ne  68004  Request  must  be  received 
by  June  8  1979  Sweepstakes  void  m 
Utah  and  the  Maryland  county  of 
Howard  and  where  prohibited  by  law 


Suzuki.  The  peiformer. 


Bid*  safely:  waai  a  helmet,  eye  protection  and  appioprlata  ndlno  appanl.  Member  Motorcycle  Solely  Foundation. 
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HOW  COULD  ANYONE  POSSIBLY 
WANT  MORE  HORSEPOWER? 

The  new  super  bikes  produce  more  horsepower  than  most 
riders  will  ever  be  able  to  use.  But  for  those  who  are  ready  for 
the  challenge.  Hooker  has  sophisticated  exhaust  systems 
that  deliver  even  more  usable  horsepower. 

Look  at  the  facts.  A  Hooker  exhaust  system  can  make  your 
super  bike  quicker,  faster,  and  lighter. 

And  Hooker  has  an  exhaust 
system  specifically 
designed  for  your  bike. 

Send  us  $1.25  and  weMl 
send  you  a  bunch  of  infor-  ; 
mation  including  our  all  new  ! 
16-page    motorcycle  I 
catalog.  Or  just  ask  your 
dealer  for  Hooker  exhaust 
systems.  It's  the  one  sure 
way  to  get  the  best. 

Stuska  Dyno  Results  —  July  10,  1978  Hooker's 
CaUfomia  Facility  •  Engineer,  Ross  Tliompson 

V»  Mile  Results  —  August  27,  1978  Rider.  Dave 
Spangler,  205  pounds.  President  Hooker  Industries 


HOOKER  HAT  &  MUGI  MOW,  ORDER  DIRECTI 

You're  right.  Fve  looltcd  cvcry\«hCTt  and  couldn't  find  the  original  Hooter  Hat  or  Mug 
(Botfi  are  competition  yelkwr  with  the  wortd 
fanr^ous  "1  Love  My  Hooker  Headers  logo.) 

So.  quick,  pieasc  tend  mr.   Hooker  Hat  (Adjustable  Size)  at  H.25  each 

 Hooker  Mug  (16  ot)  at  »3.95  each     TOTAL  *  

Name  

Address   

City  


State 


Master  Charge  Card  *_ 
Expire  Date  


BankAmericard  Card  * 


-Signature- 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to  Hool<er.  P.O.  Box  4090.  1032  W.  Brooks  St ,  Ontario,  Calif  91761  Sonv.  noC.O.D. 
Frci^^includcd.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax  Offer  valid  for  continental  USA  only.  Void  wfiere  prohibitcd. 


conlinued  from  page  97 
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Shock  mounts  low  on  frame. 

bell-crank  arrangement,  the  front  of  wl 
connects  to  the  top  of  the  single  shock, 
center  of  the  top  arm  pivots  in  the  fr 
sub-tubing,  and  the  rear  has  double  a 
that  connect  to  the  swing  arm  a  few  int. 
behind  its  pivot  point.  The  whole  un 
offset  to  the  right  side  of  the  frame,  mal 
room  for  an  air  cleaner  on  the  left  sid 

The  swing  arm  is  long  (23  in.) 
straight.  It  is  fabricated  from  box  ah 
num  and  sports  eccentric  axle  adjus 
eliminating  the  need  for  adjustment  ; 
axle  removal  and  furnishing  precise  cl 
and  wheel  alignment. 

Front  suspension  is  convcntio 
KX250  forks  with  travel  extended  to  12 
and  38mm  stanchion  tubes  knurled  wl 
Ihey  contact  the  stock  KX  triple  clam 

The  bike  shown  here  was  the  open  c 
version,  with  a  displacement  someu  l 
between  400  and  500cc.  Several  open 
gines  will  be  available  to  team  rider 
they  can  choose  the  size  that  fits  the  cm 
best. 

The  first  prototype  Lackey  rode 
420cc,  but  made  too  much  power.  "1  c 
really  say  what  engine  size  or  horsepo 
will  be,"  Lackey  said.  "We've  change 
around  trying  to  find  a  good  combinat 
It  has  plenty  of  power.  The  main  prob 
we  have  is  trying  to  mellow  it  out  jo  wl 
it's  got  nice  and  smooth  power." 

Engine  cases  are  aluminum  and 
swing  arm  bolt  doubles  as  the  rear  en| 
mount.  Side  cases  are  magnesium  and 
transmission  has  an  oil  sight  gauge.  Cy 
der  and  head  are  aluminum,  with  a  ro 
sand-cast  finish  to  improve  cooling. 

Like  most  works  bikes,  the  big  Kaw 
many  handmade  parts.  The  pipe  is  b 
from  hand-shaped  steel  pieces,  the  f( 
pegs  are  machined  from  billet  alumin 
with  titanium  pivots.  The  folding 
lever  is  a  one-off  custom,  the  silencer  h 
steel  front  and  internal  core  mated  to 
aluminum  outer  housing,  and  the  Mik 
carburetor  has  a  machined  aluminum  : 
strap  to  steady  it.  The  bike  we  checked 
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At  Michelin 


we  put  you 

first  with  tires 


that  last. 


All  across  America  people  are 


discovering  that  motorcycle  tires 
are  just  one  more  way  we  put 
ihem  first. 

You  see,  we've  earned 
our  proud  reputation  the  hard 
way.  By  refusing  to  compromise; 
oy  making  only  the  best  tires  we 
xnow  how. 

Like  our  M-45  tire  for 
H  &  V  series,  highly  acknowledged 
1  hrough  independent  testing.with  a 
special  tread  design  for  sure  road-grip 
and  traction  in  all  angles.  That  makes 
tt  a  super  tire  for  those  new  super  bikes, 
^nd  the  sculptured  rib  tread  in  our  L-27 
;s  ideal  for  front  end  stability.  Available 
1  n  H-series. 

And  our  M-38  line.  With  a  specially 
designed,  heavy-siped  tread  surface  that 
Isheds  water  fast  for  quick  stops  and  starts 
in  wet  weather;  and  with  a  center  groove 
1  read  for  responsive  directional  stability  and 
easy  handling. 

And  like  Michelin's  new  M-48,  the  performance  rated 
i:ire  designed  to  answerthe  needs  of  the  "big-bike"  rider. 

Ask  your  dealer  about  top  quality  Michelin  AIRSTOP 
):ubes  too.  You  can  count  on  each  Michelin  tire  or  tube  you  buy 
):o  be  the  best  we  know  how  to  make.  Because  at  Michelin,  the 
only  thing  more  important  than  our  tires  are  the  people  who 
iride  on  them. 


iial 


SIMPLE  SIMONIZ: 

Simply  easier, 
simply  brighter  than 
any  leading  liquid 
or  pre-sof  t. 


Easier.  Brighter.  Simoniz.  It's  simple:  Simoniz  Pre-Soft  shines  easier  and  brighter 
than  the  leading  pre-soft  wax.  Simoniz  Liquid  shines  easier  and  brighter  than  the 
leading  liquid  wax.  There  are  shines  and  there  are  Simoniz  shines. 

SSS^  "Simoniz"  is  a  registered  trade  mark  of  Union  Carbide  Corporation.  270  Park  Avenue.  New  York.  N  Y.10017. 


MOTORCYCLE  MECHANIC 

I  AiyyiQ  "THE  CALIFORNIA  SCHOOL  OF 
IMIVIO     THE  PROFESSIONALS" 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS,  INC. 


GO  WITH  THE  WINNERS! 

If  you're  serious  about  becoming  a  top-notch 
motorcycle  mechanic  you'll  want  the  best  possible 
training  available.  You  can't  afford  second  best 
and  neither  can  we.  If  you  think  you  have  what  It 
takes  to  become  a  ^na^e^unu^l . . . 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-423-4678 

Calif.  Residents  Call  Collect  (213)  944-0123 


OR   MAIL   ecu  PON  ■ 


□  RESIDENCE  SCHOOL    [ :  HOME  STUDY 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS 
10025  Shoemaker  Ave.  •  Santa  Fe  Spgs,  Ca  90670 


NAME. 


.AGE. 


ADDRESS . 


Street 


City  state 


lPHONE 


Zip 


lout  of  4 
forest  fires 

areteledby 
lidsli  fires. 


T||  ^^^^  A  Public  Service  of  This  Magazine 
1  6i.  The  Advertising  Council 


Footpegs  are  machined  from  billet  alt 
num.  Brake  pedal  has  folding  tip.  Transi 
sion  oil  can  be  checked  by  looking  thro 
the  sight  gauge. 


a  handmade  fiberglass  tank  but  som 
the  team  bikes  will  use  the  produc 
plastic  tanks  from  the  250  KX.  Some  of 
steel  parts  on  the  prototype  shown  I 
will  be  replaced  with  lighter  alumir 
pieces  on  the  actual  '80  works  machin 

These  changes  will  help  drop  the  wi 
of  the  open  bike  to  around  215  lb.  dry. 
250  uses  the  same  chassis  as  the  open 
but  has  a  lighter  engine,  so  proje 
weight  is  205-210  lb.  Plans  also  call  f( 
factory  125  Uni-Trak  with  its  own  cha 

We  weren't  granted  a  ride  on  the  L 
Trak  but  bouncing  on  it  reflected  a  .sc 
set  up  suspension. 

Will  a  Uni-Trak  Kawasaki  and 
Lackey  be  World  Champions  in  IS 
Could  be.  At  the  least,  they  combini 
produce  a  serious  attack  force. 


Aluminum  swing  arm  is  23  in.  long 
features  eccentric  axle  adjusters. 


132/CYCLE  WORLD 


iwasaki  Fl 50  Four 


med from  page  I IV 


?  Kawasaki  Australia's  Neville  Doyle 
t)  has  been  put  in  charge  of  engine 
lopment  by  the  factory.  Mechanic  Jim 
erald  will  assist. 

insion  chamber  routing  hassles,  solves 
problem  of  restricted  air  supply  to  the 
ide  carbs  and  also  gave  the  Kawasaki 

neers  greater  freedom  in  selecting 
sfer  port  placement  and  size. 
ich  cylinder  has  a  separate  crankshaft, 
oes  the  successful  Suzuki  RG500.  But 
new  Kawasaki— which  doesn't  even 
:  a  model  designation  yet— has  the 
ks  of  the  outside  (and  forward)  cylin- 

connected  by  a  cross  shaft.  A  gear  in 
center  of  the  cross  shaft  meshes  with 
inside  ends  of  the  two  rear  cylinder 
kshafts,  which  in  turn  connect  to  a 
set  primary  drive  shaft.  The  transmis- 

is  placed  high  and  close  behind  the 
er  (rear)  cylinders,  and  can  be  re- 
ed simply  by  unbolting  the  transmis- 

top  case  casting.  The  transmission  can 
worked  on  or  removed  without  disturb- 
the  crankcases. 

iduction  is  by  six-petal  reed  valves. 
38mm  Mikuni  carburetors.  Cylinder 
ing  and  reed  valves  are  very  similar  to 
Kawasaki  KX125  motocrosser.  Ignition 
/  a  modified  KR250  CDI  unit. 
;am  Kawasaki  Australia  manager  Nev- 
Doyle  designed  the  new  bike's  frame 
KR350-style  bodywork,  while  the  ac- 
fabrication  was  completed  by  the  Ka- 
iki  factory  in  Japan.  The  frame  is 
lar  to  the  tried-and-true  KR750  frame, 
uses  the  engine  as  a  stressed  member, 
■ell  as  having  extra  bracing  on  the  top 
:s  and  significantly  larger  diameter 
ntubes. 

3yle  also  came  up  with  the  idea  for  the 
ue  Campagnolo  cast  magnesium  alloy 
:1s.  The  rear  rim  is  a  huge  4.635-in. 
h,  designed  to  match  the  giant  16/70 


Throw  away  your 
unused  oils  and  sprays. 

New  TRI-FLON 
is  all  you  need. 

Tri-Flon™  with  exclusive  "wet"  Teflon*  lubricates 
moving  parts  up  to  10  times  longer  than  ordinary  pene- 
trating lubricants.  It  penetrates  fast  and  deep.  Eliminates 
moisture.  Cleans  thoroughly.  Loosens 
frozen  parts.  Protects  against  rust. 
Works  at  extreme  high  or  low  temper- 
atures. And  Tri-Flon  displaces  abra- 
sive dust  and  dirt. 

One  squirt  propels  millions  of 
microscopic  "bearings"  of  Teflon  into 
friction  surfaces  without  etching  the 
metal,  then  coats  and  protects  parts 
with  the  slipperiest  substance  known 
to  man. 

In  the  home,  garage  or  shop, 
Tri-Flon  makes  nearly  everything  work 
smoother  and  last  longer,  because 
Tri-Flon  lubricates  longer,  and  better. 

■nU-Fim  with  Teflon! 
Its  all  the  lubricant 
3rc>ull  ever  need. 


miFioii 

The  Tri-Flon™  Company 

3180  Pullman  Street,  Costa  Mesa,  CA  92626 

RETAILER  INQUIRIES  INVITED 


^  tM«!l  C«  «»!•  !»*  4 


*Registered  Trademark  of  E.I.Dupont  de  Nemours  &  Co.  (Inc.) 


Michelin  slick.  The  front  wheel  is  also  a 
one-piece  casting,  but  with  a  truly  novel 
design.  Conventional  cast  spokes  connect 
the  rim  to  a  6.7-in.  (170mm)  center  hub. 
The  brake  discs  are  mounted  rigidly  to  the 
periphery  of  the  hub  instead  of  to  the  axle 
bearing  carriers  as  in  a  conventional 
wheel.  Smaller  spokes  inside  the  hub  carry 
the  axle.  By  rigidly  carrying  the  discs 
closer  to  its  edge,  disc  flutter  is  reduced. 
(Disc  flutter— which  hampers  braking  effi- 
ciency—was a  problem  encountered  on 
RG5(X)  Suzukis  in  1978).  The  new  front 
wheel  is  lighter  than  conventional  wheels 
with  bearing  carriers/disc  mounts  and  disc 
centers.  Equipped  with  stainless  steel 
discs,  the  new  wheel  weighs  the  same  as 


last-year's  KR750  wheel  with  plasma- 
sprayed  aluminum  discs. 

At  300  lb.  dry  weight,  the  new  bike 
weighs  about  26  lb.  less  than  a  TZ750  dry. 
It  is  narrower  than  a  TZ750.  and  has 
potentially  better  ground  clearance.  That's 
because  the  staggered  cylinder  arrange- 
ment means  that  the  four  expansion  cham- 
bers don't  reach  their  maximum  diameter 
all  in  one  area.  Claimed  horsepower  for 
the  new  Kawasaki  is  140  bhp  at  10,500 
rpm. 

The  Kawasaki  750  project  was  tem- 
porarily shelved  in  October,  1978,  when 
the  FIM  announced  that  F750  would  not 
be  a  World  Championship  class  after  1979. 

conlinued  on  page  136 
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SUMMARY 


OFF-ROAD 


Suspension 

Curb  Weight 

Weight  bias. 

Transmissior 

CUimed 

Travel 

(w/half-tank 

Front/Rear, 

number  of 

Make  t  Model 

bMie  Hersepomr 

Front/Rear,  in. 

fuel),  lb. 

percent 

speeds 

Bultaco  Alpina  350 

8-78 

21.6 

6.7/6.6 

239 

44/55 

5 

CCM 

5-79 

na 

11.0/11.0 

250 

47/53 

3 

Can-Am  370  Qualifier 

5-79 

38 

10.0/10.0 

258 

46/54 

5 

Can- Am  250  MX-4 

3-78 

37.3 

9.8/9,8 

231 

45/55 

5 

Honda  CR250R 

6-78 

na 

11.5/11.4 

224 

46.5/53.5 

5 

Honda  XRI85 

4-79 

18 

7.9/6.5 

234 

44/56 

6 

Husqvarna  390CR 

3-77 

est.  4 1 

9.5/10.0 

233 

46.9/53.1 

6 

Husqvarna  OR390 

1-79 

na 

11.8/11.1 

245 

44/56 

6 

Kawasaki  KXI25 

7-78 

26.9 

9.0/8.5 

191 

44/56 

6 

Kawasaki  KX250 

5-79 

40 

11.0/11.0 

230 

46/54 

5 

KTM  250  MC-5 

11-78 

34 

10.5/9.0 

237 

46.5/53.3 

6 

Maico  4(X)WR 

11-77 

43 

9.0/9.0 

256 

47/53 

5 

Maico  Magnum  450 

4-78 

48 

10.0/10.0 

238 

47/53 

5 

Montesa  Cappra  360 

11-78 

na 

10.0/10.7 

243 

46.5/53.3 

4 

Ossa  SP250 

8-77 

na 

6.9/5.0 

230 

45/55 

5 

Sachs  Hercules  GS250 

1-78 

32 

8.5/5.1 

266 

44/56 

7 

Suzuki  Pt:i75 

9-78 

na 

8.9/9.0 

228 

46.5/53.5 

6 

Suzuki  DR370 

8-78 

na 

7.3/5.8 

270 

42.5/57.5 

5 

Suzuki  RM250-C2 

6-78 

na 

9.8/10 

234 

45.5/54.5 

5 

Suzuki  RM400N 

2-79 

na 

11.2/11.8 

236 

46.6/53.4 

5 

SWM  250GS 

4-79 

35.6 

10.0/10.0 

239 

45.7/54.3 

6 

Yamaha  ITI75D 

7-77 

na 

7.7/7.3 

236 

46/54 

6 

Yamaha  IT250F 

2-79 

na 

9.1/8.1 

258 

44/56 

6 

Yamaha  YZ250E 

6-78 

na 

9.9/9.6 

228 

46.5/53.5 

6 

STREET 

Top 

Braking 

Quarter- 

Speed 

Distance 

Curb  Weight 

Fuel 

Mile, 

after 

from 

(«/half-tank 

Consumption, 

Make  t  Model 

Ism 

sec 

mi. 

SO  mph,  ft. 

fuel),  lb. 

npi 

BMW  R65 

12-78 

14.31 

104 

123 

455 

45.6 

BMW  R80/7 

1-78 

13.72 

107 

125 

486 

41.6 

BMW  RIOOS 

6-78 

13.03 

112 

126 

487 

39.3 

Ducati  Darmah  900 

5-78 

12.98 

111 

134 

500 

41.7 

Harlcv-Davidson 

Spiirtstcr  XLS  1000 

5-79 

13.98 

104 

144 

541 

52.0 

Honda  CB650 

2-79 

13.29 

110 

140 

474 

48.5 

Honda  CB750K 

1-79 

12.69 

122 

145 

546 

42.5 

Honda  CBX 

1-79 

11.36 

132 

120 

580 

39.2 

Honda  CX500 

5-79 

13.99 

103 

145 

473 

51.8 

Honda  GLIOOO 

10-78 

13.52 

111 

136 

641 

42.0 

Honda  XL  185 

4-79 

17.81 

69 

165 

249 

75.0 

Honda  XL250S 

8-78 

16.56 

80 

149 

278 

60.0 

Kawasaki  KZ400 

1-79 

15.60 

91 

139 

386 

62.5 

Kawasaki  KZ650SR 

8-78 

13.40 

105 

136 

501 

45.9 

Kawasaki  KZ750 

9-78 

14.12 

104 

132 

506 

52.5 

Kawasaki  KZIOOO 

5-78 

12.10 

123 

135 

554 

42.7 

Kawasaki  KZI300 

4-79 

11.93 

139 

146 

695 

42.3 

Laverda  Zcta  500 

7-78 

14.05 

97 

123 

397 

38.9 

Laverda  Jola  1200 

9-78 

12.14 

124 

132 

527 

37.4 

Suzuki  GS550C 

4-78 

13.86 

104 

119 

466 

42.6 

Su/uki  GS750F.N 

4-79 

12.72 

119 

141 

547 

45.2 

Suzuki  GSIOOO 

3-78 

11.83 

123 

136 

536 

41.7 

Suzuki  SP370 

9-78 

15.59 

84 

137 

287 

.52.1 

Triumph  Bonneville  750 

4-78 

13.86 

103 

126 

425 

42.0 

Yamaha  RD400E 

3-78 

14.12 

99 

122 

375 

44.0 

Yamaha  SR5TO 

1-78 

15.22 

90 

131 

383 

53.5 

Yamaha  XS750SF 

5-79 

13.33 

114 

144 

546 

43.6 

Yamaha  XSIIOOSF 

2-79 

12.02 

129 

146 

584 

40.0 

Yamaha  XT50() 

9-78 

15.19 

89 

137 

319 

51.0 

Is  the  test  you're  interested  in  missing  from  your  library?  Back  issues  are  available  from  Cycle  World  Reader  Servi( 
Dept ,  1  Fawcelt  Place,  Greenwich,  CT  06830.  Back  issues  are  $1  50  each,  plus  SOt  per  order  Tor  postage  ai 
handling 
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RICH  MIXTURE 


Phil 

IRVING 


by  Phil  Irving 
Motorsport, 
61 15  Gravois  Ave., 
St.  Louis.  Mo.  63 J 16. 
SI 3.95.  182  pp. 
autographed  edition  $29.25. 

artunately  for  us,  during  the  winter 
months  a  book  or  two  occasionally 
es  for  reviewing  in  aid  of  which  we  get 
ad  them  of  course.  Phil  Irving  is  an 
ralian  engineer  who  was  sort  of  a 
id  in  the  industry  at  one  time,  not  only 
ig  a  hand  in  the  Velocette  and  AJS 
s  but  also  serving  a  stint  as  Chief 
neer  to  Vincent-HRD.  As  such  he 
inly  knows  his  motorcycles.  His  latest 
Rich  Mixture,  however,  seems  to  be  a 
ti(in  of  newspaper  columns  from  Aus- 
in  motorcycle  sheets  rather  like  Cycle 
V  and  not  at  all  like  his  previous  books 
h  were  rather  technical.  Being  news- 
r-oriented  (even  a  motorcycle  news- 
r)  the  material  is  a  bit  down-written 


THE  SECOND 
POST-VINTAGE 
SCENE  C1931-1953) 


Bruce  .\  fain  Smith 
PMicaliim 


with  articles  such  as  "Are  Motorcycles 
Dangerous?"  but  hidden  amongst  the 
dross  are  very  many  gold  coins  of  practical 
wisdom  as  well  as  quite  a  few  facts  that 
none  of  us  knew  about.  The  book  gets 
better  as  it  goes  along  and  is  a  good  read 
for  those  interested  in  that  period:  too  bad 
it  wasn't  longer,  really. 

Rich  Mi.xture;  182  pp  100  illies/photos, 
hardbound  S13.95  (deluxe  autographed 
edition  $29.95)  from  Motorsport.  Postage 
extra. 

Also  in  the  mail  from  Motorsport  was 
the  glossy  paperbound  The  Second  Post- 
Vintage  Scene  by  Bruce  Main-Smith  in 
England.  This  series  is  just  a  collection  of 
photos,  amply  captioned,  of  reasonably 
recent  (up  to  1953)  bikes,  some  exotic  but 
mostly  of  the  Norton-BSA,  Rudge  AJS  ilk. 
If  you  like  to  look  at  machines  of  that  era 
or  are  restoring  some  old  clunker  and  want 
to  know  where  the  fender  stays  go,  this  is 
your  meat.  64  pp  S3.95. 

-H.N.M.  Ill 


PV4  ROAD  TEST 
&  BUYER'S  GUIDE  1979 


The  PV4  Road  Test  &  Buyer's 
Guide  1979  gives  you  profiles  on 
60  1979  domestic  and  imported 
trucks  and  utility  vehicles,  con- 
taining information  on  engines, 
horsepower,  axle  ratios,  and  tire 
sizes  for  each  particular  vehicle. 
You'll  find  photos,  specifications, 
price,  technical  data  and  a  brief 
outline  of  each  model  to  allow 
you  to  compare  several  vehicles 
in  your  interest  area. 

The  PV4  Road  Test  and  Buyer's 
Guide  1979  also  includes  a  com- 
prehensive road  test  program  of 
24  light-duty  trucks  that  includes 
evaluating  each  vehicle  for 
acceleration  capability,  speed 
in  gears,  panic  stopping  and 
sustained  braking  effectiveness, 
inferior  noise  level  and  fuel  con- 
sumption— both  on  and  off  pave- 
ment. 

On  sale  wherever  you  buy  PV4 


MY  NEWSSTAND  IS  SOLD  OUT! 

Please  send  me  copies  of  the 

PV4  Buyer's  Guide  at  $3.00  each. 
(Includes  500  postage  and  handling). 
Please  make  check  or  money  order 
payable  to  PV4  Buyer's  Guide  1979/ 
CBS  Publications/1515  Broadway/ 
N.Y.,  N.Y.  10036. 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

STATE  ZIP  
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2%  REASONS  TOiBUY 


Kawasaki  F750  Foi 
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Cylinder  configuration  is  staggered  h 
narrower  package  ttian  Yamaha  TZ 
Chassis  was  designed  by  Neville  Doyle. 


At  that  time  no  complete  engines  had  b 
built  and  run.  A  change  in  heart  on 
part  of  the  Kawasaki  factory  saw  the  c 
two  motors  in  existence  going  to  Doyle 
race  development  early  this  year. 

Early  testing  prior  to  the  opening  of 
F750  season  was  done  by  Australian 
Gregg  Hansford  at  Calder  Racewav 
Australia. 

Sources  in  the  United  States  predict 
one  of  the  new  bikes  will  eveniual!\ 
ridden  in  the  United  States  by  Mike  B; 
win,  who  rode  a  KR750  Triple  to  fourt 
the  Daytona  200  this  year. 


Let's  Face  It.  If  you  really  want  (which  is  nothin'),  they  get  so 

to  test  your  stuff,  you  don't  give  hot  they  really  put  our  goggles 

it  to  guys  who  change  equip-  and  gloves  through  the  wringer 

ment  every  moto.  Jon,  Eric  and  We  figure  we've  found  a  pretty 

Jay,  our  Factory  Test  Team,  don't  good  way  to  check-out  the 

claim  to  be  the  fastest  riders  in  equipment  that  you're  going 

the  world.  Sure,  they  have  a  lot  to  use.  So,  if  nobody's  willing 

of  trophies,  but  they  also  spend  to  pay  you  to  wear  theirs,  spend 

plenty  of  time  crashing  and  a  couple  of  bucks  on  ours.  We 

running  behind.  When  they  think  you'll  see,  and  feel,  the 

think  about  what  we  pay  them  difference. 


GREAT  IN  THE  DIRT, 
GREAT  ON  THE  STREET! 

&  HYDRON'"  CYCLING  PRODUCTS 

National  Hydron  Incorporated 
a  national  patent  company 
PO  Box  222 -East  Petersburg,  PA  17520 
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Get  this  beautiful  cap 
free  with  the  purchase- 
of  any  Arthur  Fulmer 
helmet.* 


What  made  Don\l^yne 
abandon  his  Trans-Am? 


The  KZIOOO ITD. 


Kawasaki  believes  in  riding  safely.  Check  local  laws  before  you  ride.  Member  of  AM  A,  MIC  and  MSF 


Don,  himself,  couldn't  explain  it.  It  sneaked 
up  on  him.  An  irresistible  urge,  as  though 
the  LTD  had  plucked  him  from  his  car. 

There  was  something  about  the  custom 
styling  and  special  graphics  that  straight- 
ened your  back  and  let  you  walk  real  easy. 
It  was  one  of  a  kind.  Lowdown,  mean,  and 
eye-grabbing... a  strictly  limited  edition. 

And  to  that  you  had  to  add  the  power 
After  all,  when  you  got  down  in  that  body- 
contoured  custom  stepped  seat,  you  were 
sitting  over  a  lOlScc,  4-stroke,  4-cylinder, 
double  overhead  cams,  KZ  engine. 

A  machine  to  move  you  and  thrill  you 


with  all  the  muscle  you  could  ever  need. 

Could  it  be  the  all  new  features  of  the 
LTD?  The  vacuum-controlled  accelerator 
pump  carburetor  that  gives  you  quicker  ,.*n^ir- 
acceleration.  Or  the  automatic  cam  ch^n 
tensioner?  The  newly  designed  cast  alloy 
wheels  with  a  16"rear  tire?  Was  it  the  dual 
front  and  single  rear  drilled  disc  brakes, 
or  that  extra  low  center  of  gravity  that  kept 
you  smiling  through  the  comers? 

Nobody  was  really  sure . .  .but  without 
the  LTD  they  knew  they  were  missing 
something.  Something  they  could  only  get 
from  a  Kawasaki. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  madelbm  Keeton  feed 
his  fidends  a  steac^  diet  of 
dirt^rocks  and  second  place? 

The  Kawasaki  KDX400. 


Tom  "Malcolm"  Keeton  likes  to  win. 

That  means  two  things.  One,  anything  go^^s. 
nd  two,  he  goes  with  the  best  bike. 

So  \dienTom  saw  the  new  KDX400,  he  said, 
"hat's  one  for  my  friends." 

The  KDX400  is  a  winner.  For  a  start,  look 
:  the  chassis.  An  I-section  aluminum  swing 
Tn,  chrome-moly  steel  frame,  cast  magnesium 
)mponents.  It  all  adds  up  to  light  Real  light 
ighter  than  the  closest  competitor  Then  there's 
le  special  2-stroke  reed-valve  engine  that 
ves  you  useable  horsepower  The  KDX4(X)  is 
torquey  mother.  Itll  suck  your  eyeballs  down 
)ur  throat  And  it  comes  with  a  wide  ratio  5- 
)eed  transmission  and  CDI  ignition. 

Even  the  suspension  has  more  travel  than 


the  closest  competitor  10.2"in  the  front  air-oil 
forks  with  large  diameter  tubes  (38mm)  for 
minimum  flex  and  maximum  strength.  In  the 
rear,  9.r'with  Kayaba  gas-oil  lay-down  shocks 
with  remote  reservoirs. 

There's  a  21"  ftx)nt  wheel  and  11.7"of 
ground  clearance.  What  else  do  you  need  to  win 
enduros?  Off-road  lighting?  Narrow,  but  big 
fuel  tank?  Wide  plastic  fenders?  Quick  detach 
wheels?  Engine  and  chain  protection?  A  high 
level  air  intake  for  the  water?  It's  all  there  in 
the  KDX400. 

This  bike  is  designed  for  big  bore  endurance 
riders  who  want  to  win  and  not  be  beaten  to 
death  in  the  process.  The  KDX400  may  not  win 
you  friends,  but  it  can  win  races. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  the  men  of 

Phi  KappaTheta  run  out  on  the 

social  event  of  the  season? 

The  KZlOOs. 


Some  say  it  was  the  devil's  work. 

Others  say  it  was  a  sorority  pay-off. 

All  anybody  knew  for  sure  was  that  when 
ohn  Barkworth  and  George  "The  Gorge" 
^inard  skipped  on  the  annual  toga  party,  they 
ook  over  half  the  buffet  and  certain  valuable 
nanuscripts  with  them.  And  they  left  on  the 
^400  and  KZ400  LTD. 

They're  two  bikes  out  for  a  good  time, 
vhether  it's  highway  riding  or  campus  crusin! 
You  can  bet  your  toga  on  that.  The  six-speed 
gearbox  gets  you  a  lot  of  go  from  a  strong 
398cc  4-stroke  single  overhead  cam  engine. 


Stop  at  a  light  and  the  automatic  neutral- 
finder  finds  neutral  on  the  first  try.  And  the 
steering  lock  is  built  right  into  the  ignition 
switch.  So  wise  guys  on  Greek  Row  don't  ride 
off  on  your  good  time  motorcycle. 

The  Gorge  liked  to  get  down  to  basics. 
Food  and  your  basic  KZ400.  Barkworth  was 
more  the  BMOC  type  (Big  Man  On  Campus). 
So  the  KZ400  LTD  was  more  his  type. 

The  KZ400  LTD.  Billy  goat  bars  (almost), 
fat  rear  tire,  aluminum  alloy  wheels  with  a  disc 
up  front.  Big  step  seat  and  a  sinister  black  paint 
job  with  pinstriping.  Oh,et  tu,  Brute? 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  Mike  Miller 
leave  his  livif  e  and  warm  bed 
at  Sam? 

TheNewKZlSOO. 


)()me  folks  might  say  he  wanted  an  early  start, 
kit  they  would  be  wrong.  The  truth  is  Mike 
leard  the  Kawasaki  calling  him  that  morning. 

"Miker  said  the  KZ1300,  "let's  hit  it!'  How 
ould  anybody  say  no  to  a  bike  like  this? 

Six  cylinders  of  liquid-cooled  power  beg- 
[mg  to  get  somewhere  fast.  The  farther  the 
>etter.  Hot  weather  and  stop-and-go  city  riding 
3  no  sweat,  either.  Engine  temperature  is 
hermostatically  controlled. 

The  KZ1300  is  what  you  always  dreamed 
I  touring  bike  could  be.  With  shaft  drive,  there's 
10  chain  to  adjust  and  oil.  Power  comes  on 


smooth  and  clean,  with  no  loss  due  to  emission 
controls.  Our  engineers  have  seen  to  that. 

Breakerless  transistorized  ignition  puts  an 
end  to  points.  You  get  a  steady,  reliable  spark. 
And  the  KZ1300  runs  on  regular  gas.  A  bles- 
sing at  today's  gas  prices. 

Whatever  you  leave  behind,  you're  going 
to  be  right  at  home  on  the  road.  With  good  time 
features  like  a  quartz  halogen  headlight,  dual 
horns  and  full  instrumentation.  And  a  built-in 
anti-theft  device  to  foil  the  creeps. 

Whatever  you  tell  your  wife  is  between  the 
two  of  you. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


What  made  Brad  Lack^^ve 
the  Reds  the  blues? 

The  Kawasaki  Greens. 


di.  Brad  Lackey,  Mister  MX.  Mister  Bite- 
3ur-Head-0ff-At-The- Ankles.  And  now  he's 
ding  for  Kawasaki.  How  can  that  be? 

He  ain't  dumb.  Last  year,  the  magazines  said 
1  the  KX125  needed  was  suspension.  Well, 
appy  New  Year!  And  happy  new  suspension. 

DUgOtit. 

We've  also  improved  the  124cc  Boyesen 
:ed-valve  engine  and  refined  the  6-speed 
ansmission.  The  ftiel  tank  is  bigger  for  longer 
ngth  European  motos,too. 

And  the  bike's  more  comfortable  so  you  can 
de  longer  without  tiring. 

It's  super  light  and  super  fast  It's  a  works 
jplica  with  the  works.  The  KX250  will  blow 
le  doors  off  everybody.  Period. 


We?ve  reworked  this  works  replica  with  a 
better  ignitign,  closer-ratio  gearbox  and  an 
improved  tire  for  holeshot  blast  aways. 

Ditto  on  the  comfort  story  with  a  new  seat, 
handlebar  and  footpeg  positions. 

The  shocking  news  up  front  is  longer  wheel 
travel  with  new  air-spring  forks.  And  gas-oil 
shocks  with  remote  reservoirs,  and  an  increase 
in  rear  wheel  travel  to  11." 

Backing  up  everything  is  a  powerful,  light- 
weight 249cc  engine  inducted  by  a  6-petal 
Boyesen  reed-valve.  An  electroftision  cylinder 
dissipates  heat  faster  And  the  radial-fin  head 
keeps  things  cooler  under  the  collar. 

Brad  knows.  This  year  if  you  haven't  got  the 
Greens,  you're  gonna  get  the  blues. 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


lieves  in  riding  safely.  Qiecjt  kKal  laws  before  you  ride.  Member  (rfAMA*  MlCand  MSP.  KX125  and  KX250  are  dosed-<«urse  a)mpetiric?n  Tftodelsjjinlr'Subject  to  limited  availahility. 


Mikkola's  leg;  Yamaha's  MexicaU;  Suzuki's  16 


YAMAHA  UPSETS  HUSKY  IN  BAJA 


Husqvarna's  continuing  and  long- 
standing domination  of  the  Open 
class  in  ofl-road  Baja  events  has  been 
upset.  Bruce  Ogilvie  and  Chuck  Miller 
rode  a  modified  IT400  Yamaha  to  victory 
in  the  Mexicali  250.  the  first  SCORE  Baja 
race  of  the  season.  Ogilvie  and  Miller  not 
only  won  their  cla.ss  by  a  margin  of  five 
minutes  over  the  Husqvarna  of  Scot 
Harden  and  Brent  Wallingsford,  but  won 
the  race  overall  as  well,  beating  the  first  car 
by  over  20  minutes. 

The  winning  Yamaha  IT  had  been  fitted 
with  a  YZ400  top  end  (with  slightly 
lowered  compression)  and  exhaust  .system. 
YZ  forks  and  an  Al  Baker  monoshock. 

Third  in  the  Open  class  were  Chip 
Howell  and  Randy  Hollenbeck  on  Husq- 
varna. 

Yamaha  swept  the  first  three  positions  in 
the  250cc  class.  Brian  Wright  and  Brad 
Henson  won  on  an  IT250.  followed  by 
Scott  Duncan  and  Richard  Zajie  on  a 
YZ250  and  Morgan  Malocco  and  Kent 
Pfeiffer  on  another  IT250. 


Tom  Kelly  rode  his  YZI25  solo  to  win 
the  125cc  class,  beating  the  Suzuki- 
mounted  teams  of  Randy  Coulter/Bob 
Maxwell  and  Marv  Chapman/Paul  Emer- 
son. 


EASY-MAINTENANCE  16- VALVE  SUZUKI  1100  EOUR 


Suzuki  has  a  16-valve.  DOHC  I  lOOcc 
Four  with  a  new  twist.  The  bike, 
which  will  be  introduced  in  this  country 
later  in  the  year,  does  not  u.se  the  DOHC 
valve  adjustment  system  of  replaceable 
.shims  and  valve  buckets.  Instead,  each 
camshaft  has  only  four  lobes— forked 
rocker-arms/cam-followers  and  conven- 
tional adjustable  tappets  operate  the 
valves.  Although  such  a  system  is  not  as 
efficient  as  the  shim/bucket  system,  it  does 
make  adjusting  the  valves  much  easier— no 
shim  kits  or  special  tools  are  required. 

But  the  fact  that  easy  maintenance  has 
been  considered  doesn't  mean  that  the  bike 
won't  make  power— sources  in  Japan  indi- 
cate that  the  1  lOOcc  machine  has  a  new  and 
innovative  combustion  chamber  shape.  The 


same  source  says  that  the  bike  will  make 
more  horsepower  and  be  faster  and  quicker 
than  any  motorcycle  currently  available.  To 
do  that  the  new  Suzuki  would  have  to  be 
capable  of  very  low  1 1 -second,  or  perhaps 
even  high  10-second,  E.T.  quarter  miles. 

Knowing  Suzuki's  heavy  involvement  in 
both  drag  racing  and  road  racing  (with 
R.C.  Engineering  and  Yoshimura  R&D  of 
America),  count  on  the  new  bikes  showing 
up  at  the  racetracks,  possibly  before  the 
end  of  1979. 

Pops  Yoshimura's  8-valve  Suzukis 
smoked  the  field  at  the  Daytona  Superbike 
Production  race.  The  question  is.  what  will 
he  be  able  to  do  with  16-valve  heads  and 
more  power? 


Husqvarna's  only  victories  came  i 
Over  30  and  Over  38  classes,  won  b 
teams  of  George  Erl/Ramon  Lowe 
Cecil  Hollenbeck/John  Kaplan,  re.« 
tively. 

I 

MIKKOLA  BREAKS  LEG; 

Reigning  500cc  Motocross  V 
Champion  Heikki  Mikkola  will 
at  least  the  first  two  Grands  Prix  c 
1979  season  after  breaking  his  leg 
international  race  in  Belgium.  Surger 
required  to  set  the  break  and  to  repai: 
knee  muscles.  It  is  expected  that  Mi 
will  be  out  of  action  for  at  least  five  w 
While  unfortunate  for.  Mikkola  an( 
maha.  the  pre-season  crash  raised  ho| 
the  Brad  Lackey /Kawasaki  camp. 
Mikkola  out.  Lackey's  chances  for  A 
ica's  first  500cc  Motocross  World  Ch;: 
onship  seem  better  than  ever. 

MAICO  CONTINGEN  C  IES 


Iaico  will  offer  contingency  su 
for  privateers  at  all  AMA  I 
250cc  and  Open  Nationals  and  the  '. 
and  Open  Trans-AMA  classes.  The  fii 
Maico  riders  to  finish  in  the  top  2C 
receive  S50  worth  of  Maico  spare  pa 
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Illustration  by  P.M.  M< 


Want  to  keep 
youi  RM  Moto- 
crosser,  PE  Enduio 
and  all  other 
Suzuki  2-strokers 
last  and  healthy? 

Suie  you  do. 
That  's  why  you 
should  feed  em 
Suzuki  's  Super  2 
Lubricant. 

You  see,  Super  2 
contains  a  super- 
high film  strength. 
So  it 'U  not  only 
withstand  severe 
heat  and  friction 
generated  by. 


Fosllbod 


SUPER 


Suzuki.  The  pexformei: 


The  ^maha  DTIOO  isn't  just  a 
dual-purpose  motorcycle. 

It's  our  dual-purpose  dual- 
purpose  motorcycle. 

Not  only  will  it  eagerly  run 
over  almost  any  kind  of  surface, 
but  it  will  do  it  with  almost  any 
size  of  rider 

TTT 

GT80    DTIOO  DT125 

Because,  as  you  can  see 
above,  it  strikes  a  happy 
medium  between  a  mini  and  a 
full-size  bike. 

This  easy  to  handle  inter- 
mediate size  makes  it  a 
comfortable  fit  for  both 
adults  and  kids,  men  and 
women. 


And  that  makes  it  one 
of  the  few  bikes  that  can  be 
enjoyed  by  the  whole  family. 

Our  DTIOO  is  especially 
handy  for  youngsters  who've 
reached  that  awkward  age — 
too  big  for  a  mini,  yet  not  quite 
ready  for  a  full-size. 

But  while  we  did  compro- 
mise on  the  size,  we  didn't  com- 
promise at  all  on  performance. 

Like  all  of  our  DTs,  the 
DTIOO  was  designed  from 
scratch  for  someone  who  not 


only  wants  to  ride  on  both  sii 
of  the  city  limits,  but  who  aleJ 
wants  to  do  it  well. 

We  started  with  a  rugges 
motocross-type  double  loopc 
cradle  frame,  and  heavy  dutt 
suspension.The  rear  suspen 
sion  has  progressively  woun 
springs,  with  five  settings. 
The  long  travel  front  forks  h;i 
oil  dampened  shock  absorb-c 

The  gutty  97cc  engine 
boasts  Reed  Valve  Torque 
Induction  for  plenty  of  low  e:? 


junch.  And  our  two-  stroke 
single  is  the  sim- 
p   plest  type  of 
IT    engine  in  the 
1^    world.With  only- 
seven  moving 


parts,  there  isn't  a  whole  lot  you 
have  to  worry  about. 


that  are  almost  impossible  to 
break  off,  Autolube  (to  auto- 


To  get  that  power  to  what- 
ever type  of  ground  you're  on, 
there's  a  smooth  and  precise 
5-speed  transmission.  Not  to 
mention  all  sorts  of  little  nice- 
ties like  complete  street-legal 
lighting  and  instrumentation, 
center-mount  exhaust  system, 
primary  kick  start,  flex- 
ible fenders  and 
turn  signals 


matically  and  economically  mix 
your  gas  and  oil),  and  a  surpris- 
ingly low  price. 

So  it's  no  wonder  lots  of 
people  who  already  have  one 
motorcycle  in  the  family  have 
decided  that  the  DTIOO  is  a 
perfect  second  bike. 

After  all,  what's  better  than 
a  second  bike  that  can  do  a  few 
things  most  first  bikes  can't? 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  how  they're  built 


We  welcome  vour  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think  are  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  voli 
of  mail  received,  we  cannot  return  any  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  keep  ihci 
brief  as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "Service,"  C\ CLE  WORLD.  1499  Monrovia  Ave.,  Newport  Beach,  Calif.  92663. 


YAMAHA  PIPE 

Would  you  please  inform  me  if  there  are 
any  companies  that  make  expansion 
chambers  for  a  1977  RD400  Yamaha.  I've 
looked  in  many  motorcycle  catalogs  and 
haven't  found  any  special  performance 
exhaust  systems  for  my  bike. 

Joe  T.  Hadachek 
Dysart,  Iowa 

An  excellent  set  of  e.xpansion  chambers 
for  your  bike  is  available  through  DG  Per- 
formance Specialties,  Dept.  CIV,  1 170  Van 
Home,  A  naheim,  Calif  92806.  Go  back  and 
check  your  March,  1978  Cycle  World  and 
you  'II  see  where  a  set  of  DG  pipes  cut  0. 9  sec. 
off  the  quarter  mile  lime  and  added  6  mph  to 
the  trap  speed  of  a  test  RD350. 

CLEAN  AIR  SPECIAL 

I  own  a  Suzuki  GSIOOOEC  with  a  man- 
ufacture date  of  4-'78.  I  am  planning  to 
move  to  San  Diego.  California.  Is  there  a 
way  to  legally  install  Mikuni  29mm 
smoothbore  carbs  with  K&N  filters  and 
also  meet  California  regulations  when  I 


register  my  bike  in  the  state? 

David  Wright 
Silver  Spring.  Md. 
Depending  on  who  you  talk  to,  you  gel  a 
different  answer  on  this  one.  Even  the  peo- 
ple at  the  California  Air  Resources  Board, 
which  is  responsible  for  the  state  emission 
laws,  aren't  clear  on  this.  Federal  law  pro- 
hibits a  motorcycle  dealer  or  independent 
mechanic  from  installing  non-approved 
emissions-related  equipment  on  a  motorcy- 
cle made  after  January  J,  1978.  However, 
there  is  no  federal  law  against  an  owner 
installing  such  equipment  himself.  Califor- 
nia has  its  own  emission  laws  that  prohibit 
an  individual  from  installing  non-approved 
equipment  on  an  emission-regulated  motor- 
cycle. If  you  installed  the  carbs  before  mov- 
ing to  California,  technically  you  wouldn  V 
have  violated  the  section  of  California  law 
that  prohibits  installation  of  the  carbs.  But 
other  .state  laws  require  all  the  emission- 
related  equipment  to  he  operational  in  order 
to  register  a  motor  vehicle  in  California.  A  t 
this  time,  however,  there  is  no  enforcement 


procedure  in  California  for  moiori 
There  is  a  requirement  for  automobile 
inspected  prior  to  any  new  regisiraii 
change  of  registration,  but  motori 
don't  have  to  be  inspected  prior  tn  rei 
lion,  at  least  not  yet.  There  have 
suggestions  that  motorcycles  be  ins/ 
for  emissions  conformance,  but  it 's  m 
yet. 

What  this  all  means  is  that  you  mi;, 
violating  a  California  regulation  by 
tering  the  Suzuki  with  smoothbore 
installed,  but  no  one  is  going  to  catcl 

GULPING  GAS 

I  own  a  1978  Suzuki  GS750EC.  I  \\ 
pair  of  Conti  Twins  front  and  rear,  a 
SS  fairing  and  get  gas  mileage  of  31.5 
About  80  percent  of  my  riding  is  hi^ 
riding  between  55  and  65  mph  in  ti)p 
1  don't  ride  the  bike  hard.  I've  got  50( 
on  it  and  the  Contis  show  almost  no 
The  bike  has  an  excellent  ser\ice 
and  the  oil  is  changed  every  1000  m 
conliiuied  on  pui 


BOOTS 


Specially  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider; 
crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  for  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLO  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  height;  loamy  square  toe 

•  Harness  strap  with  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  leather  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  ScuH  resistant  leather  toe  cap 

•  Special  reinforced  steel  shank 
under  arch 

•  Deep'Cleated  VIBRAM''-'  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand- 
stained  brown  cowhide  with  black 
toe  cap 

«  Sizes  6  thru  14;  widths  B,  D,  E.  EE 


S79.S0  per  pair  plus 
S3.00  postage  and 
handling 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  INC. 

Dept.  C86  P.O.  Box  468   Brockton,  Mass.  02403 


II  enclose  S  □  Check  □  Money  Order 
Or,  charge  my   □  BankAmencard  □  Master  Charge 


n 


n 


Bank  No. 
(M/C) 

Name  

Address. 


lite  I    I    I    I  I 


City,  State,  Zip . 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 
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BROCHURE 

FEATURES 

PISTONS 

FOR  , 
STREET, 

STRIP 
ANDDIRT 


Get  your  brochure— loaded  with  in- 
formation on  Wiseco  2-stroke  and 
4-stroke  pistons,  engine  -  related 
tools,  and  clothing.  PLUS  you  get  a 
jacket  patch  and  decal  set. 


I  enclose  $1  for  my  1979  Wiseco  Hi-Perform- 
ance Piston  brochure,  jacket  patch  and  decals 
(Postage  is  prepaid.) 

PRINT  NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


My  Primary 
□  Dirt 


Interest  Is: 
□  Street 


□  Strip 


Wiseco  Piston,  Inc. 
7237  Industrial  Park  Boulevard 
Mentor,  OH  44060 
Phone  (216)  951-6600 
Call  Toil-Free  (800)  321-1364  (Except  Ohio) 
In  Ohio  Call  (800)  362-1368 


CARBSri 

MERCURY  CARB  SYNCHR0N1 


Do  It  Right  the  First  Time. 
Accurate  and  Easy-To  Use. 


(patented) 


Comple 

all  Jap£ 
and  Eurc 
multis  and  B 
too.  of  cc 


Satialaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  bE 
SEND  CASH,  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER 

PASER  INSTRUMENTATION.  INi 

4913  W.  Avalon  Dr.,  Phoenix,  Arizona  BSC 
or  call  602-272-5444 
Dealer  inquiries  Invited 

Name  

Address  

City_  


.State. 


-Zip_ 


aerial 


')  SAVEK/KMY! 

I  SUPER  DISCOUNTS  ON  FAMOUS  BRAND 

^-^  TIRES&ACCESSORIES 


u  J  from  ptifie  lOft 


frame  section  is  bent  upwards,  top 
mount  relocated  for  sfiock  angle  of 
Note  bracing  behind  upper  s/jocfc 
t.  Swingarm  is  not  braced.  Chain  and 
kefs  were  new  before  race. 


Iilin  and  Ron  Pierce  in  1978,  but  with 
cc  powerplant. 

i  extra  26cc  displacement  came  from 
asing  the  bore  from  70mm  to 
im.  while  stroke  remained  stock  at 
im.  Power  increased  along  with  size- 
itest  Yoshimura  engine  makes  four 
bhp  than  its  predecessor, 
e  CR  carburetors  fitted  to  the  team 
had  a  new  idling  circuit  machined  in 
>ps  Yoshimura.  The  extra  circuit  al- 
eliminated  response  hesitation  at  half 
le.  normally  a  problem  with  CRs. 
■elocity  stacks  are  staggered  in  length 
Tipensate  for  slightly  unequal  intake 
lengths  in  the  Suzuki  cylinder  head 
ig— the  two  outside  stacks  are  2.5-in. 
while  the  inside  stacks  are  2. 125-in. 

it  year  the  Yoshimuras  welded  an 
35mm  onto  each  fork  tube,  increa.s- 
averall  length  and  travel.  They 
ited  the  rear  shocks  at  a  54.4°  angle: 
ixtensively  braced  the  rear  section  of 
ame  and  the  bottom  of  the  swingarm. 
is  year  the  new  Yoshimura  Super- 
have  standard  length  fork  tubes  to 
ily  with  AMA  rules.  The  upper  shock 
It  tubes  of  the  frame  are  bent  forward 
jp  and  the  upper  shock  mounts  are 
loned  13  in.  from  the  swing  arm  pivot, 
■epositioning  changes  shock  angle  to 
ind  yields  an  extra  half  inch  of  rear 
1  travel  for  a  total  of  5.25  in.  The 
;arm  itself  is  not  braced. 
Daytona,  the  bikes  handled  as  well  as 
ling  on  the  track  in  the  sense  that  they 
t  wobble  or  gyrate.  That  seems  to 
art  the  Yoshimura  contention  that 
jnsion.  not  extensive  swingarm  or 
;  bracing,  is  the  key  to  controllable 
ling.  Daytona  is  in  many  ways  a 
le  track,  however.  Because  they  are 
:d  to  stock  length  fork  tubes  by  AMA 
ations.  the  Yoshimuras  are  worried 
t  available  cornering  clearance  for 
at  other  tracks— Daytona  is  fast  and 
nd  the  turns  generally  wide.  At  other 
s  with  tighter  turns,  cornering  clear- 
may  be  a  problem.  For  that  reason, 
oshimuras  may  fit  the  longer  leading- 
coniiiiued  on  page  IfiS 


Check  our  unbelievably 

low  prices,  then  I  

ORDER  BY  PHONE -call  TOLL-FREE  1-800-854-31 10  today! 

In  Calif.  1-714-556  RIDE  •  BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp  credit  card  orders  shipped  same  day. 


CONTINENTAL  K112  (R)  &  RB2  (F) 

The  best  high-performance  and  high-mileage 
tire  combination!  ■  indicates  tubeicss. 


5108-16 

450H-17 

•450H-17 

325H-18 

400H-18 


K112 

K112 

K112 

RB2 

K112 


S49.21 
41.61 
53.44 
33.87 
45.87 
47.10 


425/85H-18  K112 

CONTINENTAL  TUBES 


•425/85H.18  K112  J51.78 
510/80H-18  K112  47.87 
•510-80H-18  K112 
325H-19  RB2 
350H-19  RB2 
•350H-19  RB2 


52.61 
38.21 
41.26 
45.40 


-  all  sizes:  U.96. 


DUNLOP  K81  &  K81  MK  II 

Low  profile  street  tire  with  exceptional  grip  and 
stability.  Use  with  or  without  tube. 

•MT90-16  (510-16  MK  II)  t42.38  325-19  F6  RIB  $31.89 
450H-17A  (K87  MK  II)  33.74  360H-19  33.92 
425/85H-18  40.48  410H-19  38.16 

•510/18  MK  II  44,18  •410H-19  40.72 

•  With  raised  white  letters  MK  II  RIB 

—  add  SS.25  per  tire 


MICHELIN  M45 

Excellent  traction,  cornering  and  stopping. 

425/85V-18  M45 
350H-19  M45 
350V- 19  M45 
325H-19     L27  RIB 

MICHELIN  AIRSTOP  TUBES  -  an  sizes  $4.89  n.  PZ  2  also  available 


510/90V-17  M48  $50.56 

350H-18  M45  37.00 

350V-18  M45    44  96 

40CH-18  M45  42,73 


GOODYEAR  EAGLE  A/T&GT  II 

Low  profile  —  (or  street/louring,  GT 
bead-to-rim  retention  safety  feature, 

510-16  A/T    $41,11  450-18  A/T 

510-17  GT  II   47.85  450-18  GT  II 

400-18  m     35.82  325-19  A/T 

400-18  GT  II   41.64  350-19  GT  II  RIB 

A/T  also  available  with  Raised  While  Letters, 
tube-type  or  tubeless.  Call  for  prices. 
GOODYEAR  TUBES  -  all  sizes  $6.89 


GT  // 


$38.85 
43.13 
29.49 
34.97 


A/J 


DUNLOP  K91  MK  II 

Kevlar  belted  superbike 
street/touring  tire  for  high 
mileage  ,  ,  high  speed.  Use 
with  or  without  tube, 

MT90-17  (510-17)  $58.99 

425/85VB-18  50.93 

MT80-18  (  510-18  )  54.70 

410V-19  RIBBED  43.66 


DUNLOP  K190  &  K88 

New  K190  MX  and  Enduro  with  ■•dimple" 
blocks  and  rim  saver,  K88  for  big  bikes 
—  K88HT  for  hard  surfaces, 

^^^^ 

urn 

K88 


410-14  K190  $21.24 

500-17  K88  34.58 

410-18  K190  27,10 

460-18  K190  31.76 

500-18  K88  $37.08 

510-18  K88HT  40.31 

300-21  K190  25.30 

325-21  K190  29,41 


K190 


GUARANTEE:  am  tires  and  tubes  are 
(irst  quality  merchandise.  No  seconds.  No  blems. 
Tire  prices  include  Fed.  Exc.  Tax,  II  you  compare 
prices,  be  sure  freight,  F  E  T  and  sales  tax  are  in- 
cl.  in  total  price  quoted.  Prices  in  previous 
ads  no  longer  valid     ((.,  pt^sniom  Rider,  1979 


SHOCKS  &  SPRINGS- SAVE  UP  TO  35% 

MULHOLLAND  rebuildable  street  and  MX  shocks 
in  ^V^  ■.  12'.' .  13",  13';"  lengths.  $38,95 

SPRINGS:  single  rate  $12,95 

progressive  (dual)  rate  $11.95 


HIGH-PERFORMANCE  EXHAUST  SYSTEMS 

KERXER 

Hon  CB750K&F,  69-79  4  mio  1  chrome  $169,95 

Kaw  KZ900/1000  73-79  4  into  t  chrome  169.95 

Suz  GS75O/I0OO,  78-79  4  into  1.  chrome 


Yam  XSIOOJ.  78-79 
B4SSXNI 

Hon  Xfl75  73-78 
Hon  XL250  73-77 
Yam  RD  350/400.  all 


4  into  1  chrome 

up  or  dn  bik 
up  or  dn  bIk 
twin.  bIk 


HOOKER 

Hon  ATC-90/110,  70-79  Hi-exii.  bIk 

Hon  CB750K,  69-76  4  into  1  chrome 

Yam  XS1/2/650  all  2  into  1  chrome 

Yam  XS750D.  20,  E  3  mm  1  chrome 

Partial  listing  only.  If  your  bike  is  not 
listed,  write  or  pnone  toll  free  1-800- 
854-3110  for  application  and  price, 
Jardlne  exhausts  also  available. 


169.9S 
169  9S 

$4007 

48  at 

135  10 

$39  09 
134.13 
91  49 
135,03 


WE  ALSO  SELL:  •  AMCC 
RACKS/CASEGUARDS  • 
LESTER  MAG  WHEELS  • 
HANG  2  TOURING  SEATS 
•  SHOEI  SADOLEBAGS/- 
TRUNKS  •  GOODYEAR, 
YOKOHAMA.  CHENG 
SHIN  MX  TIRES 'SCOTT 
GOGGLES  •  DRY  RIDER 
RAIN  WEAR  •  AND 
MUCH,  MUCH  MORE 

FOR  PRICES  AND  YOUR 


COPY  OF  OUR  CATALOG 
CALL  TOLL  FREE 

1-800-854-3110 


LOCKHART  OIL  COOLER  KITS 

For  superbikes  —  complete  700  cooler  kit  including 
BP-180  Ihermoslat  lor  cold  weather  oil  conliol  In  black 
only  H-D  Sportster  $85,65:  KZ650  $92.95:  GS550/750 
(uses  500  cooler)  $83.95,  GS1000  $95,95:  XS  750 
XS1I00  S93.9S  Partial  listing  only 


RIDER  WEAR 

BELL  HELMETS  — SAVE  UP  T0 15%  * 

R-T  (Road/Trail)  BIk.  whi.org.  red.  blu  $49,95 

'Magnum  II  BIk.  whi.  org  yel.  sil  72.95 

-Star  II  BIk.  wtii.  org.  yel  92,95 

Moto  III  Yel.  whi.  red  19,95 
■SNELL  75  -  AtvIA  approved 


HI-POINT  BOOTS 

MX/ENDURO  —  In  lop  quality  leather  with  stainless 
steel  shinguard  and  5  quick-release  straps  Smooth  MX 
or  tough  (cleated)  Enduro  sole  in  hall  sizes  5  thru  13 
t86  00/pr 

Nile:  As  these  boots  run  large  —  order ' .-  size  SMALL- 
ER than  dress  shoe 

STREET  —  Specially  designed  Kenny  Roberts  boots  in 
lop  quality  leather  Padded  gear  shift  points,  non-slip 
sole  and  large  rear  zipper  with  buckles  In  hall  sizes  5 
thru  13  $63.95/pr, 

MX  JERSEYS 

Fully  cut  lop  quality,  stylish  vented  100%  nylon 
lerseys  in  team  colors  with  cycle  name  across  chest 
and  on  sleeves 

Available  lor  Bui.  Can-Am/Hon /Husq /Kaw /Yam 
and  plain  (no  name)  In  adult  sizes  XS,  S,  M.  L,  XL 
$10,95 

NYLON  MX  PANTS 

Made  of  strong  nylon,  these  pants  oiler  maximum 
protection  with  plastic  knee  cups  (removable)  and  thick 
padding  at  tiips  Remtorced  seal  in  black  w/yel  stripe, 
blue  w/yel  slnpe.  red  w/blk  stripe  Specify  waist  size: 
28,  30.  32.  34.  36  or  38  138.65/pf. 


SHIPPING  CHARGES 

must  be  added  to  all  prices 

Minimum  order  wnt  ii    mm.     euI  iI 

isSIOOO        IwtiM    Wnt  NIti. 

Front  tires  2  00      2  S5      3  35 

Rear  tires         2  tS      4,15  4,95 

Shocks,  springs  2,25  3,25  3,75 
Exhausts  360     5,25  6,75 

Boots  2  00      2.95  3,35 

Helmets/ pants  1  50  1  15  2,25 
All  others  1.00      1  30      1  75 

AK,  HI,  PR.  CZ,  APO/FPO  customers,  use 
3rd  col  Freight  rates  to  Canada,  add  $3  to 
amounts  stiown  in  3rd  col  All  orders 
shipped  fully  insured  For  COO  orders,  add 
$1  25  COD  lee  to  freight  charges  No  COOs 
to  APO/FPO  Of  Canada  addresses 
Canadian  and  overseas  catalog  requests 
--  send  USS2  lor  airmail  postage 


PHANTOM  RIDER  •  3001  REDHILL  AVE.  bin  201  COSTA  MESA.  CA  92626 

Qlv         Size  Description  i  Price  ea  Total 


I  enclose  Add  shipping  charges 

:  Mo  Order    '  Cert  Check  :  Pers  Check  (allow  3  wks.  to  clear) 
:  2b%  deposit  -  will  pay  balance,  plus  treight  COD 

Charge  to     Visa/BankAm    ~  M/Charge    t  Am  Express 
.  Please  send  me  your  FREE  catalog  TOTAL 

Accooni  Ho  .  .  ,  Eip  a»t«  


Calii  res  add 
6%  sales  tax 


B*e  ytar  make  mwJei  - 
Name  _  


Vc-j*  Dhone  r>o  iday  timei  ( 


I  call  TOLL-FREE  1-800-854-3110 
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Honda's  Hot  XR  Enduros. 

The  Four-Stroke 
Advantage. 


XR500.  XR250.  XR185.  Honda's  lean- 
and-mean  XR  family.  Remember  them, 
because  they're  going  to  make  the 
world  of  enduro  competition  look — 
and  sound — a  lot  different,  four- 
stroke  different. 

Each  bike  was  designed  around  a 
total  concept — to  be  the  best  enduro 
machine  in  its  class — and  has  all  the 
trick  items  you'd  expect. 

Check  these  goodies:  Long-travel 
suspension  with  leading-axle  forks 
and  inverted,  lay-down,  gas-charged 
rear  shocks.  Aluminum-alloy  skid 
plates.  Tough  D.I.D.  rims  laced  to 
lightweight  conical  hubs.  Diamond- 
configuration  frames  that  increase 
rigidity  without  increasing  weight. 

The  XR  advantages. 

All  the  XRs  have  the  edge  in  Honda 
four-stroke  engineering.  Low-rpm 
torque  and  high-speed  power  take 


the  rough  stuff  in  stride,  with  the 
added  bonus  of  Honda's  reputation 
for  four-stroke  reliability.  Advanced 
technology  features  like  hot- 
sparking,  maintenance-free  CD 
ignition  systems  help  keep  this  off- 
road  trio  running  at  full  potential, 
and  make  the  most  of  superior  four- 
stroke  fuel  economy 

Each  of  these  Honda  enduros  has 
primaty  kickstarting  with  automatic 
compression  release.  And  there's  a 
set  of  genuine  Honda  High  Per- 
formance Options  available  for 
each  engine. 

Exclusive  traction  tricks. 

When  it's  time  to  translate  power 
into  performance,  the  big  XRs  have 
an  exclusive  advantage:  Claw-action 
enduro  tires.  These  Honda-designed 
ground-grabbers  have  broad  knob 
faces  to  put  more  tire  down 
where  it  counts.  The  tread  cen 
ter  flexes  inward,  allowing  the 
claw-action  knobs  to  pene- 
trate and  grip  the  dirt  for 
better  traction. 
And  only  Honda 
has  them! 
Honda's  taken 
care  of  detail  items, 
too:  Folding  brake 
and  shift-lever  tips 
help  prevent  bent 
or  broken  levers  and 
shafts.  Tripmeters 
with  big  numbers, 
and  reset  knobs  you 
can  turn  while  wearing 
gloves.  Generous  tool 
kits  in  rear  fender-mounted 
bags.  And  combination 
headlight/number  plates. 

XR500:  New  king  of  the 
off-road. 

With  its  advanced  497  cc 
OHC  four-valve  engine 
and  long-travel 
suspension,  the  XR500 
looks  like  the  open- 
class  bike  to  beat.  It's 
got  more  muscle  than 
any  other  production 


enduro  four-stroke — 33.4*  hp 
6500  rpm — with  less  vibration, 
thanks  to  dual  engine  counter- 
balancers.  And  its  23-inch  front 
lays  a  longer  footprint  on  the  g 
to  roll  over  obstacles  more  easi 
help  you  steer,  corner  and  braki 
better 

There's  a  whopping  8.8  inch( 
travel  up  front  and  the  shocks 
7.8  inches  of  rear-wheel  moven' 
Ground  clearance  is  1 1  inches.  > 
dty  weight  is  only  271  pounds, 
four-stroke  in  its  class. 


>:  More  of  the  same, 
Ighter. 

•w  24.6*  hp  five-speed  Honda 
I  gives  away  nothing  in  tech- 
I  and  features  to  its  bigger 
r  And  it's  even  lighter  at  252.5 
s  dry.  Like  the  XR500,  the 
I  was  developed  around  a 
h  front  wheel  and  OHC,  four- 
bur-stroke  engine. 

i:  A  new  lightweight  tiger. 

tie  beauty  might  just  teach  a 
lessons  before  the  season's 


over — especially  when  the  course 
demands  agility.  The  six-speed  XR185 
weighs  only  216  pounds  dry — as 
light  as  its  major  two-stroke  compet- 
itors. Add  long-travel  suspension, 
1 1.2  inches  of  ground  clearance,  18* 
hp  and  claw-action  tires  and  you've 
got  a  machine  that'll  maneuver 
through  the  tight  stuff  like  a 
jackrabbit. 

The  new  Honda  XR  enduros. 
They're  really  at  home  in  the  dirt.  But 
right  now,  they're  at  your  Honda 
dealer  See  him  today. 


*SAE  net  taken  at  the  crankshaft. 

Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 
protection  when  riding.  Designed  for 
off-road,  operator  use  only.  Check  local  laws. 
Availability  and  specifications  subject  to  change 
without  notice.  For  free  brochure,  write: 
American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  inc..  Dept. 
CW69XR,  Box  50.  Gardena,  California  90247. 
See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer. 
©1979AHM.  ^. 
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HIGHWAY  PERFORMANCE 
AND 
STABILITY 


If  you  are  going  to  buy  a  new  road  machine  or 
put  new  tires  on  your  current  bike  -  start 
out  right!  Give  your  tires  BALANCE 
PLUS*  and  get  the  benefits  of  a 
smoother  ride,  increased  tread  life 
and  better  stability  and  perfor- 
mance for  the  life  of  your  tires. 
BALANCE  PLUS  "  is  a  unique 
chemical  compound  that 
centrifugalty  balances  your 
tires  internally  as  you  ride. 

Stop  wheel  hop  .  . .  get 
continuous  balance . . .  and 
smooth  out  your  ride  for 
better  handling  and  stability. 

THE  BIG  PLUS 


With  BALANCE  PLUS*  in  your  tube  or 
tubeless  motorcycle  tires,  you  can  be 
assured  of  added  safety  and  protection 
because  it  seals  most  punctures  and  rim 
leaks.  BALANCE  PLUS*  will  not 
ball  up  or  dry  out  and  is  completely 
water  soluble  —  harmless  to  rub- 
ber, metal  or  alloy  wheels. 


Send  50C  For 
Technical  Product  Iniormatlon 
And  D«cal. 


fU>Vfin<CD  CYCIC  PRODUCTS 

3633  West  MacArthur  Blvd.,  Suite  410.  Dept.  831 
Santa  Ana.  OA  92704  (714)549-8707 


900  S.S.—  500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINENTAL  MOTOSPORT  INC. 

893  King  St.  W  (c^6  — Sherbrooke,  Quebec 

Canada  819-562-0233—  Catalog  $1.00 


ROAD  RACERS  —  CAFE  RACERS 
RD350/400.  Honda.  Kaw,  Suz  &  others 

Road  Race/Cafe  fairings,  seats,  tanks,  pipes,  tires, 
RR  boots  &  gloves.  Special  tools  & 
hardware,  racing  brakes  and 
many  other  hard  to  find  items. 

New  IS79  Catalog  $1.00 

Racers  Supply,  D«pt.  CW 
6059  Van  Nuys  Blvd.,  VN,  CA.  91405 
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SUPER 
COLOR  CATALOG 

Save  money  I  Top  quality 
motor  cycle  and  high  speed 
clothing  with  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  clearly 
marked. 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  IHuge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 


I  To;  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  (Dept.  CW),  120/122  Great 
Portland  Street,  London,  W1A  2DL,  England. 
Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 .00.  | 

Name   

,  Address  


continued  from  pay,e  152 

been  to  the  dealer  four  times  while  i 
warranty  but  all  he  could  offer  was  " 
be  the  fairing."  I  took  the  fairing  of 
ran  three  more  tanks  of  premiun 
through  it  and  the  mileage  rose  to  32 
When  I  took  the  bike  back  he  sai( 
mileage  was  "an  idiosyncrasy  of  the  t 
With  a  new  riding  season  approach! 
am  planning  a  tour  to  Alaska  but 
look  forward  to  a  string  of  fuel  stops 
1 15  mi.  Any  suggestions  you  have  v 
be  appreciated. 

Bill  McGowan 
Nashua,  New  Hamp 
Your  mileage  is  abnormally  low  fo 
type  of  riding  you  do.  A  variety  ofGl 
used  by  Cycle  World  riders  have  run  o\ 
mpg  under  normal  use.  Based  on  the  i 
mat  ion  provided,  there's  no  way  of  km 
exactly  what  is  wrong  with  the  motor 
but  there  are  a  number  of  points  to  cl 
Start  out  by  making  sure  the  cyi 
tuned  to  specifications.  That  should 
been  taken  care  of  by  your  trips  ti 
dealer  Beyond  that,  make  sure  the  igr, 
advance  mechanism  is  working  prof 
providing  17°  BTDC  below  1500  rpn 
37°  BTDC  over  2500  rpm.  Check  cam 
timing  to  the  crankshaft  position.  Co 
attention  should  be  paid  to  the  carbun 
It 's  possible  that  the  dealer  set  the  cat 
Type  I  specs  and  the  motorcycle  may 
Type  II  or  III  carbs.  Type  I  carbs 
installed  on  model  numbers  10001-1 
and  12357-12417.  Some  mechanics  a 
the  fuel  jet  screw  in  the  carburetors  r 
than  slock  to  minimize  part-throttle  ht 
tion.  If  the  fuel  jet  screw  is  boitomei 
hard  when  adjusting,  the  jet  can  be  < 
aged,  another  item  to  check. 

A  Ithough  it 's  unlikely  to  be  the  prol 
make  sure  the  odometer  is  accurate, 
doesn  V  stack  up  the  correct  number  of  ri 
your  figures  will  be  off.  Different  gee 
could  reduce  gas  mileage  or  improve 
you  are  satisfied  with  the  acceleration 
pulling  power  of  the  750,  you  might  con. 
taller  gearing  via  a  larger  counters 
sprocket. 

Even  with  a  100  mi.  gas  range,  vou  sh 
he  able  to  make  the  trip  to  A  laska,  provi 
you  ride  the  Alaska  Highway.  Gas  sia 
are  never  more  than  100  mi.  apart  of 
road. 
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Illustration  by  P.M.  Mc 


HOW  YOU  can  get 
n  the  best-shape  of 

your  life! 

Imagine,  a  body  building  'System'  that  can  give  you  a  'Great-Body',  in  record  time! 


tst  men  never  realize  their  fabulous  potential! 

How  would  you  like  to  get  into  shape?  Really  into  shape.  Better 
n  you  have  ever  been!  Enough  to  make  the  girls  notice  you  with 
niration  and  enough  to  make  the  guys  turn  their  heads  in  envy.  No 
ding!  I  don't  care  how  much  you  are  out  of  shape,  regardless  how 
ch  you  have  let  vourself  ao.  I  can  change  your  body  100%,  all  for 
better! 

FhinK  about  that.  fHow  would  you  like  to  feel  better,  look  better 
have  more  energy?  How?  Simply  by  following  our  fascinating 
tem'  which  can  be  done  3  times  a  week.  Chances  are  you  can 
iplete  the  'system'  in  less  time  than  it  would  take  you  to  get  to 
immercial  health  spa  and  back.  And,  the  'system'  can  be  followed 
he  privacy  of  your  own  bedroom. 

dy  building  is  fun! 

Jnlike  other  sports,  body  building  is  a  'fun'  sport  that  you  can 
tinue  to  any  age.  In  fact,  you  obviously  need  it  more  as  you 
older.  There  are  body  builders  who  are  in  there  40's  and 
!  who  are  better  built  than  most  Olympic  Champions.  In 
,  they  are  so  well  built  they  would  make  most 
Fessional  athletes  look  puny  in  comparison. 

,  why  let  yourself  deteriorate? 

-ace  it,  unless  you  do  something  about  it,  your 
y  gets  worse,  day  by  day  it  gets  uglier!  Your  body 
your  health  are  your  most  important  possessions 
they  deserve  your  attention.  With  progressive 
y  building  you  get  better,  day  by  day,  with 
Its  you  can  see  and  feel! 

nt  a  sexy,  trim  and  muscular 
ist? 

Everyone  admires  a  trim  waist.  Clothes 
sly  look  great  on  a  muscular  waistline.  Ask 
girl  what  the  biggest  turn-off  is  in  a  guys 
earance.  Chances  are  she'll  say,  'Fat'l! 
have  the  perfect  'fat-eliminater';  the 
ilous  'Universal  Bodybuilding  System', 
ir  first  few  minutes  with  the  'system'  will 
in  to  eliminate  all  excess  fat! 

for  sports  ... 

t's  a  fact;  all  factors  being  the  same,  the 
nger  person  can  always  outperform!  This 
lies  to  all  endeavers  that  require  strength 
endurance. 


SKINNY? 

MUSCLES  WIU 
APPEAR  .  .  . 
ALMOST  LIKE 
MAGIC! 


c^AT? 

'AT  WILL 
>ISAPPEAR  - 
!EPLACED  BY 
MUSCLES  I 


The  best,  most  productive 
body  building  'system'  for 
developing  the  muscular 
size  and  strength  in  the 
entire  body!! 

Imagine,  a  body  building 
'system'  that  requires  minimal 
time,  but  gives  you  maximum 
results.  You  can  actually  see  and 
feel  the  results  on  a  day  to  day 
basis.  Our  'system'  has  the 
ultimate  masterplan  for  total  body 
development. 

Like  more  facts? 

We'll  be  glad  to  send  you 
free  colorful  brochures  and 
even  a  free  booklet.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  send  us  your  name 
and  address. 


UNIVERSAL 
BODYBUILDING 
Box  6694,  Dept^C 
Detroit,  Mich.  48240 


You  bet  I  want  more  facts  •-  rush 
me  your  FREE  Booklet  and  all 
your  Colorful  Brochures!! 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 

CITY  

ZIP  


STATE. 
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Timberline 

CYCLE  TRAILERS 

freight 


2  or  3  CYCLES 

Third  Rail  Optional 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  •  800  -  558-044b 
TIMBERLINE  TRAILERS 
6M4  Eastwood  Trail,  Weat  Bend,  Wl  53095 


THE  AIR  SEAT 


GUARANTEED  TO  REDUCE  "FANNY  FATIGUE" 

The  AIR  SEAT  inflates  and  attaches  in  seconds  to  your 
road  bike  seat.  Made  of  tough,  black  textured  vinyl. 
Can  be  adapted  to  double  bucket  or  custonn  lolo  uatt. 
SEND:  $20  for  Model  No.  1  -  Standard  Material 

$25  for  Model  No.  2  ■  Extra  Heavy  Material 
Add  $5  for  shipping,  handling,  insurance  and  tax. 
TO:     ALLYN  AIR  SEAT 

9  Suniat  St.,  Lenox,  Mais.  01240 
T«l.  (4131  637-1729  OR  ASK  YOUR  DEALER 


GENUINE 

BMW  PARTS 

bU 70  Ul  1  DEALER  LIST 

Price  List  upon  request. 
Parts  stiipped  anywhere. 

^CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328  Champlain  SL,  N.W. 
Washington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


Send  us  this  coupon, 

we'll  send  you 
free  information  on 
your  last  tune-up* 


□  I  want  to  know  more  about  nny 
Last  Uinc-Up.  Send  It. 

□  I  alreocty  know  ttie  facts.  Enclosed 
is  $96.50^.50  Shipping  ea. 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I  CH^ 

|l06a  E.  Cypi—t  St.  Coylrxi,  CcriH.  91724| 

158/CYCLE  WORLD 


June 


DAyTONA79 


l  onlinued  from  pu^e  15^ 


Forks  are  standard  length  as  per  AM  A  rules. 
Discs  are  1978  KZIOOO;  calipers  Lockheed; 
wheel  Morris;  tire  Goodyear  D1950. 

axle  forks  from  a  Suzuki  GSIOOOL. 

Because  Daytona  is  so  flat,  not  all  the 
available  fork  travel  was  used.  The  max- 
imum travel  available  out  of  the  forks 
currently  is  5.3  in.,  or  0.4  in.  less  than  the 
travel  provided  by  the  extended  fork  tubes 
used  in  1978.  But  at  Daytona,  Yoshimura 
R&D's  chief  mechanic  and  suspension 
specialist  Suehiro  Watanabe  set  up  the  new 
front  forks  with  4.9  in.  travel.  Actual  fork 
travel  can  be  set  by  varying  fork  spring 
rate,  size  of  spring  preload  spacer,  fork 
fluid  level  and  air  pressure. 

The  Yoshimura  Superbike,  tested  in 
May  (and  ridden  by  Emde  at  Daytona), 
was  fitted  with  Lockheed  calipers  and 
stock  front  discs  drilled  for  lightness  and  to 
discourage  warping.  At  Daytona,  Cooley's 
bike  sported  a  set  of  RG500  calipers  and 
discs  up  front.  Pierce's  bike  used  undrilled. 
stock  KZIOOO  Kawasaki  discs  with  hand- 
made disc  carriers  and  Lockheed  calipers. 
Before  the  final  event  Pierce  was  con- 
cerned because  his  bike's  front  brakes 
dragged  while  Cooley's  didn't.  Cooley 
praised  the  RG500  units  not  only  because 
they  didn't  drag  but  because  they  were,  in 
his  opinion,  more  powerful  and  controlla- 
ble than  the  Lockheed  set-up.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  pads  installed  in  Cooley's  bike 
were  early-model  RG.  which  had  the 
brake  material  bonded  to  an  aluminum 
backing.  During  the  race  Cooley's  bike's 
brakes  faded  seriously.  After  cooling  down 
after  the  race  they  were  fine.  Watanabe 
thinks  that  the  aluminum  pad  backings 
overheated  and  became  spongy,  distorting 
under  pressure  from  the  caliper  pistons 
and  preventing  effective  braking.  Pierce 
and  Emde  had  no  brake  problems.  For  the 
next  Superbike  race  Cooley's  bike  will  be 
fitted  with  late-model  RG  pads  with  steel 
backings. 

All  three  Yoshimura  team  bikes  used 
RG500  rear  discs  and  calipers. 

During  the  final  race.  Pierce  got  side-> 


Simlchrom( 


America  s  No  1 
y    cycle  polish 
ported  from  Gei 
Excellent  lor 


Avoilobie  at  your  (ovodte  cycle 
shop  l(  not,  ofdef  direct  — 
S2  05  pel  tube.  3  for  $6  00 


OEAUK:  Wrtte  tOl 
FREE  sample 


COMPETITiON  CHEMICALS  •  D 
P.O.  Box  141  •  lowra  Falls,  Iovk 


CYCLES  &  CARS 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Largest  Parts  and  Accessories 
Warehouse  in  the  Midwest 
SerKl  $1.50  for  l^arls  &  Accessory  Catalo 

Refund  with  purchase  over  $10 

CARR'SHOND 

6800  N.  Ciark 
Chicago,  IL 60626  312-274-7777 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


Southwest's  Largest 
UNION  MOTORCYCLE  SALVA 

Millions  of  Parts  -  All 
Makes  -  Old  -  New  -  Hard 
To  Find  -  All  'A  Price  or  Less 
1-713-643-1659  or  643-1012 
6345  Long  Dr.  Houston.  Tex  7708 


<db 


e 


USED  PARTS 

HONDA 
Suzuki  BSA 
Yamaha  Norton 
Kawasaici  TriumpI' 

CYCLE  SALVAGE  INC, 
172  Frontage  Rd.. 
West  Haven,  CT  0651 6 
CALL  (203)  933-1609 


n  one  turn  and  came  so  close  to 
ig  that  he  thought  his  race  was  over, 
pce  of  the  bars  slamming  violently  to 
;k  snapped  off  the  steering  damper 
aint  mount  bolt  at  the  frame,  but 
ig  did  not  deteriorate  after  the  inci- 
ccording  to  Pierce.  Cooley  did  the 
hing  when  he  discovered  he  had  no 
jrake  at  the  back-straight  chicane 
:e.  Cooley's  sliding  and  tankslap- 
ip  into  the  chicane  run-off  was  so 
1  and  fierce  that  the  entire  steering 
r  bracket  was  ripped  off  the  frame  at 
Id.  Like  Pierce.  Cooley  said  he  didn't 

a  handling  change  afterwards, 
had  no  problems  during  the  race, 
s  bike  finished  unscathed, 
three  Yoshimura  team  bikes  ran 
ear  tires  for  the  races  after  early- 
xperiments  with  Michelins.  Each  of 
chines  had  3.25-19  D1950  slicks  up 
:ooley  and  Emde  ran  3.75- 1 8  D 1 705 
n  the  rear,  while  Pierce  selected  a 
3.75-18  D1829.  After  the  lOO-miles, 
impossible  to  detect  a  difference  in 
letween  the  1705  on  Cooley's  bike 
le  1829  on  Pierce's.  Both  looked 
for  another  100  miles.  It  would 

that  the  AMA's  fears  that  Super- 
are  harder  on  tires  because  they 
more  than  GP  bikes  is  unfounded. 
AMA  ruled  that  Superbikes  must 
;tock  seat  profiles  in  1979.  The 
nura  mechanics  were  ingenious 
satisfying  the  rules  and  yet  allowing 
er  safety  (the  stepped  seats  favored 
I  helped  riders  hang  on).  On  Pierce's 
nde's  bikes,  foam  was  gouged  out  of 
Iter  of  the  seat  and  left  standing  on 
;es— the  whole  thing  collapsed  when 
er  sat  down.  Cooley  wanted  a  more 
meed  bucket,  so  a  friendly  uphol- 
^abricated  a  metal  loop  at  the  front 
f  the  seat  (adjacent  to  the  gas  tank), 
ed  out  the  foam  from  the  front 
1  of  the  seat,  rigged  bungee  cords 
ie  metal  loop  to  the  rear  of  the  .seat 
I,  and  re-installed  the  cover.  Without 
he  bungee  cords  held  the  seal  sides 
)ck  profile.  With  rider,  the  front 
1  of  the  seat  collapsed— step  seat, 
for  gas  cap  and  refueling-stop  trick- 
erce's  bike  took  the  cake.  Mechanic 
o  cut  off  the  top  of  the  key  needed  to 
he  Suzuki  gas  cap  and  brazed  on  a 
lutch  nut,  drilled  the  nut  for  light- 
nd  safety-wired  the  whole  thing  to 
ndlebars.  Instead  of  inserting  a  key 
ce's  gas  stop,  Bito  only  had  to  turn 
It  and  pull,  saving  a  few  precious 
Is  in  the  dump-can  refueling. 

result  of  the  changes  was  victory, 
iw  bikes  weigh  about  the  same  as  the 
'ersions,  yet  make  more  power.  In 
e  before  the  1978  Daytona  race, 
McLaughlin  was  clocked  on  his 
nura  GSIOOO  at  159  mph.  This  year, 
'  was  caught  by  the  radar  at  167 
ludging  by  Daytona,  this  should  be 
'oshimura's  year.  68 


HOW  MUCH  GET  UP 
AND  GO 
GETS 
YOUUPZ 

Hoke  jiC'' 


The  four-stroke  ^j^/' 
specialists 

think  you  7^ 
should      ^  ' 
have  no 
less  than  ^ 
you  want. 
It's  there. 
It's 

yours.  We  encourage 

Canadian  direct  sales 


HONDA  •  YAMAHA  *  KAWASAKI  •  S(J/l«l 


Q^B^^^  honim'/yamah' 

iBPbwi 


Send  for  our 
new  Perform- 
ance Fact  Book 
and  Catalogue. 
S3  postpaid. 
Indlvkiual 
Model 
Inform, 
atlon: 
S2l  Discover 
the  exact 
components 
for  lilghest 
performance  of 
your  englrw 

POWROIX 
PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS.  11^. 

P.O  Box  1206 CW6 
Shrvlin  Park  Kiiad 
Bend.  OH  97701 
5(M  382-6395 


WROLL. 


Learn  at  Home. ..Be  a 
MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC... 


Iww's  the  time  to  "grab  a  piece  of 
the  action"  in  America's  motorcycle 
industry.  Skilled  mechanics  can  work 
for  others  or  start  their  own  business.  We 
show  you  how!  No  need  to  quit  school  or 
job.  Because  opportunities 
vary  in  different  areas,  we 
suggest  you  check  out  the  job 
opportunities  in  your  own 
neighborhood. 

HUSH  COUPON 
r   ^    ^  rot  FREE  INFORMATION 

Corctrt  by  Horn*  Study  •  •  —  mmwmmkb  mm       _  >v 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR 

4500  Campus  Dr..  Dept.  ■  N.wport  Beach.  CA  92663 

Rush  me  FREE  Informition  and  full  color  brochure.  wiUlout 
eblliation. 

NAME  AGE  

ADDRESS   

CITY  


.STATE. 


.ZIP. 


Xnain 
Gang 

Excel!  ^ 


FIRST  TIME  MAIL  ORDER  DIRECT 
LOWEST  PRICES  EVER! 


AMERICAN  MADE 

Whitney 


ALLOY  STEEL  PINS 
FOR  LONGER  WEAR 

420  a  428 


PITCH  REG. 

PRICE  SALE  PRICE 

76  to  100 

$1690 

$10.50 

102  to  110 

18  60 

12.00 

112  to  120 

20.30 

13.00 

122  to  126 

21.32 

14.00 

128  to  136 

2301 

15.00 

428  H 

PITCH  HEG. 

PRICE 

SALE  PRICE 

110  to  118 

$20  43 

$12.50 

120  to  126 

21  81 

1450 

128  to  136 

23.55 

15.50 

520  ft  530 

PITCH  REG. 

PRICE 

SALE  PRICE 

96  to  104 

$28.26 

$18.50 

106  to  118 

32.04 

21,00 

120  to  130 

35  54 

23.50 

Radudi 

THE  PATENTED 
PERFORMANCE  CHAIN 


Supero 
Strcnsthi 


THE  CHAIN 


520 


106  to  118 
120  to  130 
530  HD 


$51.54 

58.47 

64.42 


$34.00 
3900 
43  00 


REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE 


106  to  118 
120  to  130 


$7054 
80.04 
89  17 


$47  00 
53  00 
59  00 


Endur-O- 

—  ■"O"  RING 

EIKkI  DESIGN  FOR 

"^^•^■dirt  bikes 

520 

PITCH      REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE 

96  to  104  $68  53         $41  00 

106  to  118  76  41  46  50 

120  to  130  83  17  52  00 


530 
PITCH 


REG.  PRICE  SALE  PRICE 


96  to  104  $71  65 

106  to  118  81.30 

120  to  130  84  57 
630 

PITCH      REG.  PRICE 

88  $8643 

92  90  36 

94  92  32 

96  94.29 

106  104.11 


$42  00 
48  00 
53  00 

SALE  PRICE 

$5050 

53  00 

54  00 

55  00 
61  00 


Chainmate 


Chain 
Lube 


Per-Lux 
Ignitor 

MAKE/MODEL 
BMW  PART  NO. 

R-80&UP  IGN-400 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  TWIN 

1970  ON  UP 
HONDA 
CB-500-550 
C750 
GL1000 
KAWASKI 
KZ650 
KZ900 
K21000 
SUZUKI 

GS-750,850.1000 
GS-550 
YAMAHA 

XS-500.650 
RD-250,350.400 

Name  


FOR  BIG 

BIKES 

530  H  0 

PITCH  REG. 

PRICE 

SALE  PRICE 

96  to  104 

$2853 

$19.00 

106  to  118 

3250 

21.50 

120  to  130 

36  64 

2400 

630  H  D 

PITCH  REG. 

PRICE 

SALE  PRICE 

88 

$87.65 

$44  00 

92 

91  62 

46  00 

94 

93.62 

48.00 

96 

9561 

50  00 

106 

105.57 

55  00 

PRO  SOLID  STATE 
ELECTRONIC 
IGNITION  SYSTEM 


99  95 
99.95 


-Address. 


City  

Visa  □ 


.Stale- 


Master  Charge  □ 


REG.  PRICE 

$3.98 

SALE  PRICE 

$2.29 


Money  Order  □ 
 Exp.  Oate. 


-2lp  

Personal  Check  □ 


Card  Number  

Pari  No.     Description     Quan.     Price     Total      Shipping,  Add  $2. 


$1.  Per  Lube  If  Not 
With  Chain  Order 


Shipping 
Total  Cos! 
N.J.  Res.  Add  5% 
Total  Ami.  Encloi 


Catalog  Sales  Olvlsion  of 
H  P  T  Enterprises  Inc  CW2 
Box  67.  Belvidere.  NJ  07823 
(201)  689-5261 


JUNE  1979/159 


Fitness  Is  my 
business 

l-RECOMMEND 

BULLWORKER® 

BECAUSE  IT'S  FAST, 

IT'S  EASY  AND  IT 

REALLY  WORKS! 

Bob  Breton  says  "I  earn  my  living 
by  keeping  top  executives  In  peak 
physical  shape.  My  clients  Insist 
on  maximum  results  with  minimum 
time  and  effort.  I  recommend 
Bullworker  because  it's  fast,  It's 
easy  and  It  really  works." 

Most  men  know  they're  not  getting  enough  exercise  to 
keep  their  bodies  in  shape. 

Ten  years  as  a  fitness  coach  has  taught  me  one  im- 
portant fact:  most  men  will  not  stick  with  a  training 
program  long  enough  for  it  to  do  them  any  good,  unless 
the  training  Is  fast,  easy  and  shows  results  right  away. 

Bullworker  gets  a  top  score  on  all  three  counts: 

— It's  fast:  each  exercise  takes  only  7  seconds  and 
the  complete  workout  can  be  done  in  about  five  minutes 

— it's  easy:  any  man  between  15  and  65  In  good 
general  health  can  perform  the  full  program  without 
getting  tired 

— you  see  your  results  right  from  the  very  first  day 
on  the  built-in  Power-meter  gauge.  After  two  to  three 
weeks  of  regular  training,  most  men  can  expect  to 
measure  an  extra  inch  or  two  of  muscle  on  their  shoul- 
ders, chest  and  biceps— and  an  Inch  or  two  less  flab 
around  the  middle. 

And  that's  just  the  start:  there  are  specialized  exer- 
cises for  bulldlng-up  or  trimming-down  any  part  of  your 
body  you  want  to.  What's  more  since  Bullworker  training 
Is  progressive,  you  perform  better  each  time.  Yet  the 
training  always  seems  easy  since  with  every  workout 
your  strength  increases  by  about  1%— that's  an  In- 
crease of  up  to  50%  In  just  three  months,  and  I've  seen 
many  men  go  on  to  double  and  even  triple  their  strength. 
For  my  money,  Bullworker  Is  the  most  advanced  home 
trainer  on  the  market.  I  use  it  and  recommend  it  to 
any  man  who  wants  to  get  back  in  top  shape  fast. 

For  free  details  about  Bullworker  Fitness  Training, 
recommended  by  fitness  experts,  champion  athletes  and 
nearly  two  million  enthusiastic  users 
the  world  around,  mall  coupon 
tor  FREE  BOOKLET  today.  No 
obligation,  no  salesman  will  visit. 

FREE  BOOKLET 

''bullworker  service,  Dept.  BWSSt!*^^**  "* 

I  201  Lincoln  Blvii.,  P.O.  Box  20,  MIddlaiil,  NJ  08846 

I  Please  send  me  my  FREE  full  color  brochure  about 
'  BULLWORKER  without  obligation.  No  salesman  will 
I  visit. 


Name 

Ago 

Street 

Apt.  No. 

City 

State 

Zip 

I  Canada:  Home  delivery  duty  paid. Ask  for  FREE  booklet. , 


BSA  Tmiimvk  NORTON 
BMW  ^'^SSS^USAONLY 

PARTS  SHIPPED  NATIONWIDE  DAILY 
NEW— USED—  RECONDITIONED 
(No  catalogs  — lusl  tons  of  partsl 

BMW.TRIUMPH  OFOKU\.  CITY 

1925  N.  MACARTHUR  (405)  787-3440 
Okla.  City.  Okla.  73127  


CARL'S  HONDA 

Dfv.  of  C«rf* •  Motorcrcto  S«/M  Inc. 

Orar  SO  V««n  ol  Srrtct 
24  HOUR  COMPUTERIZED 
PARTS  AND  ACCESSORIES  SERVICE 
CATALOGS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ANY  HONDA 
TOLL  FREE 

800-221-7508 


Accessory  House   24 

Advanced  Cycle  Products  1 56 

Aftate  134-135 

Allyn  Air  Seat   158 

Allyn  s  Honda /Kawasaki   160 

Amco    16 

American  Honda  5,10-11.104-105,154-155 

American  Honda/Hondaiine  116-117 

American  M/C  Inst   126 

American  Marine  Inst  122 

American  M/C  Mecfianics  School   6 

American  M/C  School  Inc   132 

Bel-Ray   124 

Bent  Bike   160 

BMW  Motorcycles  18-19 

Brown's  Plating  Service   8 

Bullworker   160 

Capital  Cycle  158 

Carl  s  Honda  160 

Carr  s  Honda   158 

Castre   73 

Cat  House  .-.       1 59 

Ctiampion  Sparkplugs  75 

Ctievrolot   Cover  3 

Circle  Industries   118 

Competition  Ctiemlcals   158 

Continental  Motosport  156 

Continental  Tires   76-77 

Crawford  House   152 

Cycle  City    160 

Cycle  Salvage  158 

Datsun    Cover  2 

Dynalll   158 

Equalean  Sidecars  1 24 

Ford  Truck   9 

Fram  Corp   32 

Frank  160 

Arltiur  Fulmer  137 

BF  Goodrich  (regional)   123 

Grand  Prix  Motocross  (regional)  94 

Hariey-Davldson   13,  98 

Honda  of  Mineola  67 

Hooker  Headers   1 30 

Intercontinental  Lubs  122 

Jardine  Headers   8 

Kawasaki   22-23.138-147 

Langlitz  Leathers   1 60 

D.  Lewis  Ltd   156 

Marlboro    28 

Martek  Products  20 

Micheiln  Tires   131 

Midland  Intl.   91 

National  Hydron   1 36 

Nava  Helmets   89 

Newport  Cigarettes  63 

NGK  Sparkplugs  .•.  95 

Norfolk  M/Cs         _   160 

North  American  School   159 

Pacifico   21 

Paser  Inst./Carbstlx   152 

Per-Lux  (regional)   123 

Phantom  Rider    '  153 

Powroll  Performance   159 

Racecrafters  (regional)  92 

Racers  Supply   156 

Ravesi  Racing  Cams  .    160 

RC  Engineering    114 

RJ  Reynolds/Camel    96 

RJ  Reynolds/  Real    47 

RJ  Reynolds/Winston   Cover  4 

Road  Rider  Mag   160 

Ross-Seeley  Racing   1 80 

Scott  USA   12 

Sears  M/C  Battery  6 

Simoniz    119,  132 

Spinetti's  113 

SaS  Headers   126 

Stamford  Kawasaki   113 

Star  Brile   127 

STP  Corp  16 

Sunmark/Cam  11  17 
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ROSSSEELEY  RAONG  CO. 

Road  racing  and  cafe  racing  equipment  for  the 
discerning  rider  desiring  the  best  available  Rear 
sets,  clip  ons.  fairings.  Seeley  frame  kits  for 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2.00  for  catalog 
Norton         Ducati         Seeley  Cotton 
Read-Titan       John  Tickle  Triumph 
Mont  Vernon  St..  Milford.  N.  H.  03055 
1-603-673-6334 
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H  HALOGEN  LIGHT 


Bosch  Halogen  light  gives  up  to  100 
u  more  visibility  than  standard 
They  have  a  computer  designed  lens 
ig  to  the  right  of  the  rider  without 
ig  oncoming  traffic.  For  price  and 
lation  contact  Helmet  House, 
2115  Colorado  Ave.,  Santa  Monica, 
90404.  Phone  (213)  828-6405 

CHART  TAIL  PIECE 


khart.  the  oil  cooler  people,  have  a 
lav  to  dress  up  the  rear  of  the  old 
ind  carry  tour  gear  too.  It's  called  the 
Made  from  aluminum  with  a 


icce. 


St  cargo  deck  and  vinyl  deck  mat,  it 
nes  rigidity  and  light  weight.  Parts 
;sembled  using  aircraft  fasteners, 
etely  eliminating  welding.  Available 
ick  epoxy  or  polished  aluminum. 
:  your  local  dealer  or  contact  Lock- 
nduslrics.  CW-6.  15707  Texaco  St., 
lount.  Calif.  90723  or  call  (213)  633- 


LANCER  NYLON  TOURING 
SUITS 


Lancer's  Tour  Mates  are  made  from 
wear  resistant  nylon  (50  percent  Antron 
Nylon,  50  percent  Viscose),  and  use 
leather  to  reinforce  stressed  areas.  Jackets 
are  satin  lined,  pants  are  nylon  lined. 
Cross-over  styling,  full  Velcro  leg  adjust- 
ments, adjustable  kidney  belts  and  snap- 
on  fur  collar  are  standard  on  all  touring 
suits.  A  quilted  thermo  liner  is  an  option. 
Check  your  local  dealer  or  contact  Lancer 
Leathers.  CW-6.  10233  North  19th  Ave.. 
Phoenix.  Ariz.  85021.  Phone  (602)  944- 
1783 

HONDA  CR250R  ALUMINUM 
SWING  ARM 


Frias  Design  has  an  aluminum  swing 
arm  for  the  250R  Honda.  It  weighs  only  4 
lb.,  is  built  from  6061  aircraft  alloy  and 
finished  in  a  choice  of  red  or  gold.  All  stock 
bolts  etc.  are  used  for  installation.  Price  is 
$179.50  from  Frias  Design.  CW-6.  12353 
Delphey.  Chino.  Calif.  91710  or  call  (714) 
627-0265 . 


HONDA  CR125R  GOODIES 


DG  already  has  performance  parts  for 
the  new  125  Honda.  They  offer  a  Pro  Kit 
that  includes  porting,  pipe,  bigger  carbure- 
tor and  air  cleaner  for  $315.00.  They  also 
have  a  kit  to  turn  the  125  into  a  \00.  It  goes 
for  $410.(X).  A  1-in.  longer  swing  arm. 
made  from  aluminum  is  also  available.  Or 
how  about  air  caps  for  the  forks,  or  FIM 
side  plates  or  8  gauge  spokes?  For  more 
information  contact  DG  Performance 
Products,  CW-6,  5552  Van  Home  Rd., 
Anaheim,  Calif.  92806  or  call  (714)  630- 
5471 

MAXIM  75  SECURITY  CABLE 
LOCK 


The  Maxim  cable  comes  in  two  lengths 
and  diameters.  Diameters  are  -A  in.  and  Va 
in.,  lengths  are  6  or  7  ft.  Both  feature  large 
steel  locking  areas  with  fully  concealed 
joints  and  tubular  key  locks.  For  further 
information  write  or  call  Maxim  Lock  Co., 
CW-6,  4314  Western  Ave.,  Chicago.  111. 
60618. (312) 539-0626 
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MORE  PAYIOAD  THAN  IVIANY 
FULL-SIZE  %-TON  PICKUPS. 

TOUGH  CHEVY  LUV. 


H31EH0 


EPA  ESTIMATED  MPG 

32  ESTIMATED  HIGHWAY 

Remember:  Compare  this  estimated 
MPG  to  the  estimated  MPG  '  of  other 
vehicles  Your  mileage  may  differ,  de- 
pending on  your  speed,  trip  length, 
weather  and  4-wheel-drive  usage  Your 
actual  highway  mileage  will  probably  be 
less  than  the  estimated  highway  fuel 
economy  Lower  in  California 


NEW  4-WHEEL-DRIVE  LUV 

Now  there  s  even  an  available  LUV 
4-wheel- drive  model  Standard  equip- 
ment includes  independent  front  sus- 
pension and  part-time  transfer  case  And 
LUV  4-wheel  drive  is  the  winner  of  the 
Motor  Trend  magazine  s  1979  Truck  of 
the  Year  award 


Chevy  LUV,  with  available  /Vi-ft.  box, 
carries  1635  lbs.  of  payload,  including 
driver,  passenger,  cargo  and  equipment. 
That's  more  payload  than  many  full-size 
I's-ton  pickups.  LUV's  7'/2-ft.  box  is  the 
longest  of  any  small-size  pickup. 

here's  also  standard  independent  front  suspension  and  stabilizer  bar  to  help  smooth 
e  ride.  And  you  can  order  the  available  Mikado  interior,  full-foam  high-back  bucket 
ats,  or  the  new  Sport  Decal  Package.  Tough  imported  Chevy  LU\^  Now  at  your 
levy  dealer.  Many  dealers  can  arrange  leasing,  too. 
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BUILT  TO  STAY  TOUGH 


ifimer  Survey:  Tell  Us  About  Your  Bike 
Bsts:  Bultaco  Sherpa^-Hor^" 
uzuki  GSiOOOL  and  Yunalict 
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The  state  of  the 
art  in  performance 
tires. 


create  the  optimal  balance  of 
touring  toughness  and  riding 
comfort. 


Eagle  HST  —  a  remarkable 
new  tire  developed  by 
Goodyear  and  tested  by  Kenny 
Roberts. 

Raised  white  lettering  is  the 
only  area  in  which  this  Eagle 
relies  more  on  image  than 
performance.  Its  tread  is 


the  most  aggressive  a  street 
Eagle  has  ever  carried.  Tests 
show  the  HST  still  lays  down 
almost  75  percent  of  its 
footprint  in  one-sixteenth  inch 
of  water.  And  under  that 
aggressive  tread,  four  plies  of 
rugged  Triple-Tempered  nylon 


Although  it  can  be  used  with  . 
a  tube,  the  HST  was  designed 
to  be  used  tubeless,  to  satisfy 
the  rider's  demand  for  strong 
performance  and  simple 
maintenance.  Its  tread  contour 
actually 
lays  down 
a  large 
footprint  inr 
the  curves... 
Tread  pat- 
tern, tread 
contour,  and  tubeless 
construction  —  each  is 
designed  to  help  the 
touring  rider  seek  out  the 
maximum  performance 
his  bike 
can  de- 
liver. 
The 
HST 
rear 
comes 
in  five 

sizes  — MT90- 16, 
MT90-17,  MS85-18, 
MP90-18,  and  ML90-lg 
The  HST  front  comes  in  i 
three  rib  sizes,  plus  an 
MM90-19  with  a  tread 
pattern  and  styling  similar/ 
to  the  rear  tire.  All  sizes  caii 
be  used  on  mag  or  spoke 
wheels. 

Insist  on  the  new  Eagle 
HST.  Front  and  rear,; 
Eagles  are  built  for  thr 
way  you  ride. 
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UPFRONT 


by  Allan  Gird 


BIKES  TO  THE  BACK  OF  THE 
BUS 

What  luck!"  I  said  to  myself  as  I 
rode  out  of  the  rain  and  up  to  the 
front  door  of  the  hotel.  As  suits  one  of  the 
finer  hotels  in  our  area,  this  one  has  a 
marquee,  an  impressive  structure  all  the 
way  across  the  drive.  Fine  place  to  park  in 
the  rain  and  not  only  was  there  a  sheltered 
bike-sized  spot  across  from  the  front  door, 
behind  the  spot  was  parked  an  older  Cor- 
vette, which  I  recognized  as  belonging  to  a 
friend.  He's  as  careful  of  his  car  as  I  am  of 
my  bike,  that  is,  I  could  park  there  without 
worrying  about  some  klutz  knocking  the 
bike  over. 

I  was  at  the  hotel  for  a  business  meeting. 
As  can  be  seen  by  the  information  printed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  this  magazine  is 
part  of  a  publishing  company  that's  part  of 
one  of  the  best-known  companies  in  the 
world.  The  executives  who  direct  our  divi- 
sion are  top-grade  men.  They  deal  with  big 
numbers  and  do  important  work  and  they 
go  first  class,  witness  the  hotel  and  its 
marquee. 

No  sooner  had  I  stopped  and  begun 
backing  the  bike  up  against  the  curb  than  I 
was  approached  by  the  doorman,  resplen- 
dent in  more  brass  and  braid  than  you'd 
see  on  the  king  of  a  Balkan  monarchy. 
Could  he  help  me?  he  asked.  No  thanks,  I 
said,  I  can  roll  the  ol'  scooter  into  place  by 
myself. 

Wrong.  What  he  was  there  to  do  was 
help  me  move  the  bike.  To  the  parking  lot 
out  back,  which  I  found  close  to  the  sort  of 
treatment  another  group  of  second  class 
citizens  used  to  get  when  directed  to  the 
back  of  the  bus. 

"Why  can't  I  park  here?" 

"The  management  doesn't  like  motocy- 
cles  here." 

As  usual  when  I  need  a  tart  and  telling 
remark,  I  didn't  have  one.  All  I  could  think 
of  was  "My  boss  likes  motorcycles." 

The  big  boss,  that  is.  Naturally  all  the 


people  who  work  on  and  for  this  magazme 
like  bikes.  Wouldn't  be  here  if  they  didn't. 
But  the  major  boss,  the  one  at  the  top  back 
at  headquarters,  is  not  only  a  financial 
genius  with  uncanny  good  judgement  in 
matters  of  business,  he  genuinely  likes 
bikes.  The  day  before  this  incident  he'd 
hinted  that  next  time  we  have  a  long  road 
ride  he'd  appreciate  an  invitation,  es- 
pecially if  we  could  snag  a  certain  80  cu.  in. 
machine. 

Cut  no  ice  with  the  doorman,  of  course. 
I  rode  into  the  back  lot,  shielded  from  the 
street  I  guess  so  as  not  to  offend  passersby, 
and  1  trudged  into  the  meeting. 

Mad  as  Hell. 

Why  is  this  sort  of  thing  still  going  on? 

It's  been  this  way  for  generations.  For 
reasons  I  don't  fully  understand,  motorcy- 
clists are  presumed  to  be  different  in  some 
sort  of  not-nice  way. 

I  remember  the  first  time  I  went  to  the 
company  that  turns  our  words  into  type.  I 
walked  in  with  a  late-breaking  story  in  one 
hand,  helmet  in  the  other  and  the  girl 
behind  the  reception  desk  said  "Oh.  You 
came  on  a  motorcycle!" 

Well,  yes,  I  said.  The  truck  magazine 
guys  come  in  trucks,  the  car  magazine  guys 
come  in  cars,  you  expected  the  motorcycle 
magazine  guys  to  use  a  sailboat? 


Not  quite.  Turned  out  that  while 
knew  vaguely  that  we  are  a  motorc 
magazine  and  presumed  that  people  a 
ally  read  it,  somehow  because  we  soun 
so,  uh,  normal  on  the  telephone  she  di 
think  the  people  who  put  out  the  maga 
actually  ride  around  on  the  things. 

Um.  No  doubt  we  are  different.  I 
said  before  and  will  happily  say  again 
are  different.  Motorcycle  nuts  are,  I 
lieve,  more  adventuresome  and  more 
ful  than  non-nuts.  We  are  not  as  con 
tional,  we  aren't  afraid  of  what  the  dre; 
They  will  say  about  us.  We  travel  thrc 
the  world,  rather  than  see  the  world  f 
within  a  box  and  yes,  I  suspect  we  I 
more  fun. 

But  we  aren't  that  different.  CW 
letters,  which  is  mostly  how  I  get  to  k 
what  sort  of  people  we  are.  We  are  all  s 
We  hear  from  executives,  mechanics,  l( 
haul  truckers,  librarians,  housewives, 
vicemen  and  students.  Letters  come 
engraved  stationary,  on  plain  white  p, 
and  yes,  on  the  lined  notebook  paper 
to  me  means  homework  is  not  being  c 
during  study  hall. 

Normal  folks  is  what  we  are.  W 
thinking  about  this  1  made  a  list.  The  li 
bike  nuts  includes  at  least  one  U.S.  S 
tor,  several  top  businessmen  and  a  scoi 
show  biz  types.  The  President's  sister  r 
and  I  seem  to  remember  that  the 
President's  son  races  motocross. 

Then  I  tore  up  the  list.  Did  Presii 
Johnson's  brother  know  how  to  d  rive  a 
Did  the  Kennedy  sisters  ride  bicycle 
don't  know.  Nobody  ever  bothered  to| 
me.  People  who  drive  cars  aren't  n! 
People  who  ride  motorcycles  are  new^ 
definition  something  out  of  the  normi 

Dammit,  we  are  at  a  time  when  mc 
cycles  should  be  at  their  most  popul. 
know,  we  ride  for  fun  and  freedom,  bi 
a  letter  writer  said  last  month,  if  everyh 
in  the  U.S.  rode  we  wouldn't  have  a 
shortage.  Our  sport  is  our  transportal 
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begin,  and  end,  right  liere. 


The  1979 
Honda  CB650. 


Looking  for  a  Ifght- 
heavyweight  bike  that'll  fit 
your  style  as  well  as  your 
budget? 
well,  Honda's  got  just  what 
you  need:  The  1979  CB650.  The 
light-heavy  weight  that's 
anything  but  middle  of  the 
road,  it's  mild-mannered 
when  it  comes  to  smooth, 
solid  operation.  But  in  per- 
formance and  good  looks,  the 
CB650  packs  a  super  punch. 
Cycle  world  magazine  calls 
the  CB650  "a  motorcycle 


Check  our  specs  against  theirs. 

CB650  compeatton 

627  cc  OHC  four-cylinder 

powerplant   

Low  4S6.6-pound  dry 

weight  

Four  26  mm  piston 
valve  carburetors  with 

accelerator  pump  

Four-into-two  exhaust 
with  upswept  megaphone- 
style  mufflers  

High  style,  low-rlding 

stepped  saddle  

Maintenance-free 
transistorized  Pointless 

Inductive  Ignition  

Highlighted  black 
aluminum-alloy 

Comstar'"  wheels  

Large  4.8-gailon  capacity 

fuel  tank  

Smooth  low-suction 

front  forks  

Two-stage  damping  FVO 

rear  shocks  

Fat  4.50H-17  rear  tire  

Over  17S0  dealers  across 
America  


Which  works  overall  as  well 
as  or  better  than  its  compet- 
itors, costs  less  for  the  fea- 
tures delivered,  and  is  easier 
to  maintain." 

And  if  that's  not  enough, 
here's  what  Cycle  magazine 


has  to  say  about  the  CB650: 
'Apart  from  being  something 
of  a  bargain,  it  looks  good, 
handles  very  well,  offers  a 
superior  ride,  is  a  gas  miser, 
and  will  whip  the  wheels  off 
of  anything  in  its  class:' 
Check  out  the  1979  Honda 
CB650.  Rated  tops  by  the 
experts.  But  you  don't  have 
to  be  an  expert  to  own  one. 


COtHCSTROMCl 


^Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection.  For  tree  brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co..  inc.. 
]  Dept.  CW79CB,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247.  See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer.  ©1979  AHM. 


']  SM  t/KMY! 

I  SUPER  DISCOUNTS  ON  FAMOUS  BRAND 

^  TIRES&ACCESSORIES 


ORDER  BY  PHONE -call  TOLL-FREE  1-800-854-31 10  tooay! 

In  Calif.  1-714-556  RIDE  •  BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp  credit  card  orders  shipped  same  day. 


CONTINENTAL  K112  (R)  &  RB2  (F) 

The  best  high-performance  and  high-mileage 
tire  combination!  *  indicates  tubeless. 


510S-16 
450H-17 
•450H-17 
32SH-1B 
4O0H-18 


K112  t4a.21 


K112 
K112 
RB2 
K112 

425/85H-t8  K112 

CONTINENTAL  TUBES 


a.6i 

53.44 
3S.S7 
4S.I7 
47.10 


'425/85H-18  K112  t51.7l 
51Q/80H-18  K112  47.17 
*510-80H-18  K112 
325H-19  RB2 
350H-19  RB2 
•350H-19  RB2 

-  all  sizes:  U.96. 


DUNLOP  K81  &  K81  MK  II 

Low  profile  street  tire  with  exceptional  grip  and 
stability.  Use  with  or  without  tube. 

■MT90-16  (510-16  MK  II)  t42.38  325-19  F6  RIB  tSt.tt 

450H-17A  (K87  MK  II)     33.74  360H-19  33.92 

425/85H-18                 40.4*  410H-19  38.16 

•510/18  MK  II              44.18  •410H-19  48.72 
•  With  raised  white  letters            MK  II  RI8 
—  add  85.25  per  tire. 


MICHELIN  M45 

Excellent  traction,  cornering  and  stopping. 

51(VgOV-17  M48  SS0.S6  425/85V-18  M45  847.16 

350H-18  M45  37.00  3SOH-19     M45  40.19 

350V-18  M45  44.16  350V-19     M4S  48.57 

400H-18  M45  42.73  32SH- 19     L27  RIB   37.98  M/>-ri» 

MICHELIN  AIRSTOP  TUBES  -  all  sizes  $4.81  m.  n  2  also  available 


GOODYEAR  EAGLE  A/T&GT  II 

Low  profile  —  for  street/touring.  GT  II  has 
bead-to-rim  retention  safety  feature. 

510-16  M1.11  450-18  A/T  t31.8S 

510-17  GT  II   47.85  450-18  GT  II  43.13 

400-18  A/T     35.82  325-19  29.49 

400-18  GT  II   41.64  350-19  GT  II  RIB  34.97 

A/T  also  available  with  Raised  White  Letters,  i 
tube-type  or  tubeless.  Call  for  prices. 
GOODYEAR  TUBES -all  sizes  S8  81. 


QT  II 


DUNLOP  K91  MK  11 

Kevlar  belted  superbike 
street/touring  tire  for  high 
mileage  .  .  .high  speed.  Use 
with  or  without  tutie. 

MT90-17  (510-17)  $58.01 

425/e5VB-18  50.93 

MTBO-18  (510-18)  54.70 

410V-ig  RIBBED  43.66 


DUNLOP  K190  &  K88 

New  K190  MX  and  Enduro  with  "dimple" 
blocks  and  rim  saver.  K88  for  big  bikes 
—  K88HT  for  hard  surfaces. 

410-14  K190  821.24 

500-17  K88  34.58 

410-18  K190  27.10 

460-18  KigO  31.78 

500-18  K88  837.08 

510-18  K88HT  40.31 

300-21  K190  25.30 

325-21  K190  29.41 


GUARANTEE:  AII  tires  and  tubes  are 
first  quality  merchandise.  No  seconds.  No  blems. 
Tire  prices  include  Fed.  Exc.  Tax.  II  you  compare 
prices,  be  sure  freight.  F.E.T.  and  sales  tax  are  in- 
cl.  in  total  price  quoted.  Prices  In  previous 
ads  no  longer  valid.     ,j)  phantom  Rider.  1979 


SHOCKS  &  SPRINGS-  save  up  to  35% 

MULHOUAND  rebulldable  street  and  MX  sdocks 
in  11>i  ',  12V.  ',  13  \  MV  lengths.  838.95 

SPRINGS:  single  rate  812.95 

progressive  (dual)  rate  811.95 


A/T 


HIGH-PERFORMANCE  EXHAUST  SYSTEMS 
KERKEl 

Hon  CB7S0  K  &  F.  69-79  4  (oto  1 .  chrome  tlS9.K 


Kaw  KZ90Q/1000,  73-79  4  mio  1.  chrome 
Su2  GS750/1000.  78-79  4  into  1,  chrome 
Yam  XS1100.  78-79      4  into  1.  chrome 


up  or  dn.  bik 
up  or  dn.  bik 
hmn.  bik 


Hon  XR75  73-78 
Hon  XL250  73-77 
Yam  RO  3SO/400.  all 
NOOKEI 

Hon  ATC-90/110.  70-79  Hi-exit,  bik 
Hon  CB750K.  69-76       4  mto  1.  chrome 
Yam  XS1/2/6S0.  all       2  into  1.  chrome 
Yam  XS750O.  20.  E      3  mto  1.  chrome  134.30 

Partial  listing  only.  If  your  bike  is  not 
listed,  write  or  pnone  toll  free  1-800- 
154-3110  for  application  and  price. 
Jardine  exhausts  also  available. 


IH.SS 

IH.  95 
169.95 

840.07 

u.s8 
136.00 

39.10 
133.45 

II.  16 


WE  4180  Oai:  •  AMCO 
RACKS/CASEGUAROS  • 
LESTER  MAG  WHEELS  • 
HANG  2  TOURING  SEATS 
•  SHOEI  SADDLEBAGS/- 
TRUNKS  •  GOODYEAR. 
YOKOHAMA.  CHENG 
SHIN  MX  TIRES  •SCOTT 
GOGGLES  •  DRY  RIDER 
RAIN  WEAR  •  AND 
MUCH.  MUCH  MORE 

FOR  PRICES  AND  YOUR 


COPY  OF  OUR  CATALOG 
CALL  TOU  FKE 

1-800-854-3110 


LOCKHARTOIL  COOLER  KITS 

for  superbikes  —  complete  700  cooler  kit  irKluding 
BP-iSO  thermostat  lor  cold  weather  oil  control  In  black 
only  H-D  Sportster  SIS.6J:  KZ650  J92.95:  GS550/750 
(uses  500  cooler)  U3.9S:  GStOOO  SM.9S:  XS  750 
XS1100  t93  95  Panial  listing  only 


RIDER  WEAR 

BELL  HELMETS  — SAVE  UP  T0 15% 

R-T  (Road/Trail)  Bik,  whi,  org,  reO,  blu 
'Magnum  II.  Bik.  whi.  org.  yel.  sil 
'Star  II  Bik.  whi.  org.  yel 
•Moto  Ml  Yet.  whi.  red 
'SHELL  75  —  AMA  approved 


HI-POINT  BOOTS 

MX/ENDURO  —  In  top  quality  leather  with  stainless 
steel  shinguaid  and  5  quick-release  straps.  Smooth  MX 
or  roucih  (cleated)  Enduro  sole  in  hall  sizes  5  thru  13. 
892.00 /rr. 

(Mi:  As  these  boots  run  large  —  order '.'  size  SMALL- 
ER than  dress  shoe 

STREET  —  Specially  designed  Kenny  Roberts  boots  in 
top  quality  leather  Padded  gear  shiH  points,  non-slip 
sole  and  large  rear  zipper  with  buckles  In  hall  sizes  5 
thru  13  te3.9S/pr. 

MX  JERSEYS 

Fully  cut.  top  quality,  stylish  vented  100%  nylon 
lerseys  in  team  colors  with  cycle  name  across  chest 
and  on  sleeves 

Available  for  Bui.  Can-Am/Hon  Wusq/Kaw/Yam 
and  plain  (no  name)  In  adult  sizes:  XS,  S.  M,  L,  XL 

tio.es 

NYLON  MX  PANTS 

Made  of  strong  nylon,  these  pants  offer  maximum 
protection  with  plastic  knee  cups  (removable)  and  thick 
padding  at  hips  Reinforced  seat  In  black  w/yel  stripe, 
blue  w/yel  stripe,  red  w/blk  stripe  Specify  waist  size: 
28.  30.  32.  34.  36  or  38  t31.65/pr. 


SHIPf  ING  CHARGES 

must  be  added  to  all  prices 


Minimum  order 

Hed  il 

IM- 

Enl  H 

is  810.00. 

Mto 

Front  bres 

ZOO 

tas 

33S 

Rear  tires 

2.U 

4.15 

4.9S 

Shocks,  springs 

IXi 

3.ZS 

3.7S 

Exhausts 

360 

S2S 

(.75 

Boots 

2.00 

IK 

1.35 

Helmels/ pants 

1.M 

1  IS 

2.25 

All  others 

1.00 

1  30 

I.7S 

■J 

I  - 


PHANTOM  RIDER  •  3001  REDHILL  AVE.  mn  201  COSTA  MESA.  CA  92626 


Oty 


Description 


Price  ea 


I  enclose:  Add  shipping  charges 

I  I  Mo  Order    iCert  Check  aPers  Check  (allow  3  wks  to  clear) 
• !  25'^  deposit  -  will  pay  balance,  plus  freight  COD 
Charge  to  :  Wisa/8ankAm    HM/Chaige    G  Am  Express 
^)  Please  send  me  your  FREE  catalog  TOTAL 

Account  Mo   Eip  iWt  


Calif  res  add 
6%  sales  tax 


AK.  HI.  PR.  CZ.  APO/FPO  customers,  use 
3rd  col.  Fr^t  rates  to  Canada,  add  $3  to 
amounts  shown  in  3rd  col  All  orders 
shipped  fully  insured  For  COD  orders,  add 
$1.25  COO  lee  to  freight  charges  No  COOs 
to  APO/FPO  or  Canada  addresses. 
Uanadian  and  overseas  catalog  requests 
—  send  USJ2  lor  airmail  poslage 


Bike  rear  make. 
Name  


AO* ess   

Crty/SOM/Zip  

Ycjr  ptione  no  (day  lime)  f 


I  call  TOLL-FREE  1-800-854-3110 


6/CYCLE  WORLD 


our  transportation  makes  more  sense  tl 
any  other  form  in  current  use  and  here 
are,  shoved  off  to  the  back  of  the  park 
lot. 

Back  to  the  hotel.  When  our  executi 
arrive,  the  hotel  staff  sees  an  impress 
company  name  and  meets  some  sa 
men,  leaders  in  their  field.  They  dc 
know  that  the  man  in  front  likes  bikes 

And  when  we're  on  the  road,  in  helm 
and  leather  jackets  and  baggy  riding  si 
and  army  surplus  ponchos,  the  gene 
public  doesn't  know  we're  engineers  a 
tool  makers  and  pre-med  students, 
home  I  am  vice  president  of  my  hor 
owners  association  and  a  retired  umf 
and  groundskeeper  for  the  Little  Leag 
Away  from  home  my  riding  suit  and  mi 
mannered  Twin  mark  me  as  a  threat 
civilized  life. 

Okay.  What  do  we  do  about  this? 

There  may  not  be  an  answer.  Back  wh 
I  started  riding,  bikes  were  really  dislik 
Actively.  The  neighbors  complained.  Pi 
a  motorcycle  in  the  drive  and  there— b 
to  second-class  citizenship— went 
neighborhood. 

Then  we  had  the  motorcycle  boom  a 
the  nicest  people  and  the  invention  of 
dirt  bike  and  leisure  time  and  motorcyc 
became  almost  acceptable. 

We  have  progressed  from  outright  ( 
like  to  mild  resentment.  We  are  m^ 
mobile,  we  don't  use  as  much  fuel  and 
have  more  fun.  Good  enough  reasons 
us  not  to  be  popular. 

True,  we  haven't  been  our  own  b 
friends.  If  you  wear  a  helmet  you  look  I 
an  alien  and  possibly  hostile  creature 
you  don't,  you  have  no  regard  for  your  o 
safety.  We  have  in  the  past  made  too  mi 
noise  and  the  reckless  element  has  been 
too  visible.  i 

The  rest  of  us  haven't  been  visil 
enough.  We  are  2  percent  of  the  tra 
stream  and  we  get  knocked  off  because 
aren't  expected  to  be  there. 

The  gas  crunch  may  change  some 
that.  As  prices  zoom,  so  will  motorcy 
usage,  by  us  if  not  by  newcomers,  and  w 
be  more  obvious. 

J  like  being  different.  I  like  knowing  tl 
just  about  any  biker  I  meet  on  the  road  v 
lend  a  hand  if  asked.  I  doubt  we'll  lose  tl 
sense  of  shared  enjoyment  if  we  becor 
say,  5  percent  of  the  traffic  stream. 

Beyond  that,  we  can  get  tough.  I  go 
letter  today  from  a  man  in  Arkansas.  1 
gas  station  where  he's  been  treated  well 
a  driver  was  surly  when  he  rode  up  oi 
bike.  My  business  is  going  elsewhere, 
said,  and  I  second  that  motion. 

Perhaps  my  big  boss  can  find  anoti 
hotel  for  our  meetings. 

Or— and  he'll  go  for  this.  I  know— n 
visit  he  can  ride  up  to  the  front  door  on 
80.  Let's  see  the  doorman  pull  the  back- 
the-bus  routine  then. 


Copyriglited  iinalsrial 


Jur  curves  make  it  easy 

for  you  to  handle  yours! 

Announcing  the  anatomically  designed  Castre 

Cross  Country  Glove. 


Exclusive  break-away  "Whip-Stitch, 
signed  to  pad  and  reduce  stress  on 
\tical  separate  inner  stitching  by 
rposely  tearing  away  during  heavy 
mse,  offeringnearly  twice  the 
>am  life  of  competitive  gloves 

A  feature  no  other  higher 
iced  glove  has  made 
mailable  until  now. 

;  Navy /Red 


A  lot  of  gloves  may 
look  like  the  Castre  Cross 
Country  Glove,  but  they're 
not  built  like  them. 

This  is  the  first  anc 
finest  anatomically  de 
signed  glove  line  on  th( 
market  today. 

Just  check  ou 
Castre's  TRI-CURVE" 
features,  which  are  built-in 
to  eliminate  blisters  causec 
by  bunching. 

Count  the  curves. 
One.  Curved  across  your  knucklei 
Two.  Curved  laterally  from  your 
wrist  to  little  finger. 
Three.  Curved  the  length  of  your 
hand. 

With  extra  palm  padding 
plus  reinforced  protection  oi 
both  the  thumb  and  little  f  ingei 
to  help  minimize  seam  tears. 

Made  of  the  finest  cowhidi 
with  triple  braided  double-stitchet 
seams  to  help  reduce  tear-outs 
Competitively  priced  am 
available  in  men's  sizes,  smal 
medium,  large  and  extra-large. 
Castre  gloves  give  yoi 
the  comfort  and  control  you  neei 
to  handle  the  most  difficult  ride. 


Gloves  for  all  seasons, 

and  all  reasom 


C3000 

Cross  Country!  Gloue 
Available  Navy /Yellow 

^STRE  INCORPORATED   429  TRENA  AVENUE   LANCASTER,  PA  17601 

Castre  Motorcycle  Products  available  at  participating  Castre  dealers  or  through  Castre  Inc.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


COMPUTERIZED 
MOTORCYCLING 

Having  been  an  avid  motorcycle  enthu- 
siast for  15  years,  I  would  like  to  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  magazine.  Your  con- 
cisely written  tests,  unbiased  opinions,  and 
entertaining  articles  are  well  appreciated. 

In  your  February,  1979  issue.  "Com- 
puter Motorcycle  Testing"  article,  please 
remember  in  this  computerized  world  that 
few  computers  own  or  ride  motorcycles. 
Don't  lose  the  human  touch.  The  "seat-of- 
the-pants"  feelings  are  still  important. 

Reading  more  and  more  about  the  antics 
in  Washington  on  car  and  motorcycle  leg- 
islation. I  feel  it  is  time  to  take  action. 
Would  you  please  inform  me  as  to  how  I 
might  join  the  AMA? 

In  June  of  1978  I  purchased  a  new 
Honda  CX500.  In  5000  miles  of  riding  this 
seems  to  have  been  an  excellent  choice. 
The  timing  chain  tensioner  and  a  problem 
with  the  valves  were  taken  care  of  immedi- 
ately by  the  dealer.  Hats  off  to  the  good 
folks  at  Harrison  Honda-Kawasaki.  Harri- 
son. Arkansas. 

Neil  Gardner 
Berryville.  Ark. 


You  can  contact  the  AMA  by  writing: 
American  Motorcycle  Association,  P.O. 
Box  Ml,  Westerville,  Ohio  43081. 

HATS  OFF  TO  HONDA 

This  proud  owner  of  a  Triumph  Bon- 
neville would  like  to  express  his  sincere 
appreciation  to  Honda  Motor  Co.  for  tak- 
ing positive  steps  against  the  high  cost  of 
motorcycle  insurance  premiums.  Though 
Honda  will  try  to  help  Honda  riders,  other 
makers  should  sensibly  follow  this  lead 
and  do  something  for  their  patrons. 


Louisiana  requires  liability  insurance 
cars  and  bikes:  no  insurance,  no  ridinj 
driving.  This  leads  to  the  next  probi 
that  being  how  much  say-so  the  indivic 
rider  has  in  determining  how  high  his  n 
should  be.  We  already  know  that  an  in; 
ance  agent  could  care  less  if  you  we£ 
helmet,  drive  with  the  lights  on.  vt 
leathers,  etc.  You  pay  your  bucks  and 
don't  hear  from  the  clown  again  until 
next  demand  for  your  hard-earned  cas 

The  relative  lack  of  rider  participa 
in  setting  insurance  rates  brought 
memories  of  my  Contracts  class  at  Tul 
Law  School.  In  that  class  we  dealt  witi 
aspects  of  contracts,  including  unc 
scionability.  which  may  void  a  contra< 
terms  are  too  oppressive.  One  type 
contract  which  varies  in  degree  of  unc 
scionability  is  the  "adhesion  contrai 
This  contract  is  an  agreement  in  which 
parties  occupy  substantially  unequal 
gaining  positions  and  where,  in  orde 
obtain  some  necessary  commodity  ( 
insurance  in  Louisiana)  or  service, 
party  in  the  inferior  bargaining  posii 
(yes  fellow  riders,  that's  us!)  is  forcec 
continued  on  pagt 


8  ounces 

.vs%  ^  of 

Protection 

BALANCE  PLUS"  Internal 
Tire  Balancer  &  Puncture 
Sealer  installs  in  seconds 
and  provides  added  perfor- 
mance and  protection  for  the 
life  of  your  motorcycle  tire! 


PROTECTION  AGAINST  FIATS.  BAIj\NCE  PLUS* 
seals  most  punctures  and  rim  leaks.  Eliminates 
up  to  90%  of  normal  air  loss. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  DANGEROUS  WHEEL 
HOP  caused  by  imbalance.  Provides  continuous 
balance  for  a  smoother,  more  stable  ride. 
PROTECTION  AGAINST  ROT.  Guards  against  rust 
and  corrosion. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  WEAR.  The  chemical 
formula  actually  lowers  the  operating  temperature. 
Cooler  running  tires  and  continuous  balance  mean 
up  to  30%  more  tread  life! 

THATS  A  WHOLE  LOT 
OF  PROTECTION! 


Look  For  It 

At  Your  Dealer 


WEPLAH 
MOTORCYCL 
PARTS  ONU 

I 

Chrome  &  Gold 
Free  Price  List 


PLATING  SERVICE,  INC 

Route  15,  Box  S34 
Paducah,  Kentucky  42001 
Phone  502-564-1146 


WustraUon  by  BMI I 


Cl, 


'A 


ADVAnCCD  <Y<IC  MiODuas 

3633  West  MacArthur  Blvd.,  Suite  410.  Dept.  B31 
Santa  Ana.  CA  92704   (714)  549-8707 


Keep  it  going  strong  with  the  Hot  "U". 


If  you're  a  Honda  rider,  do  yourself  and  your  bike 
a  favor: 

Go  to  your  local  dealer  or  accessory  shop  and 
ask  for  a  set  of  ND  Hot  "U"  plugs. 

Notice  tfie  U-shaped  groove  in  the  ground 
electrode.  Quite  simply,  that  allows  a  larger  and 
hotter  flash  front.  So  the  plug  fires  better 

With  the  Hot  "U,"  your  bike  won't  load  up  when 
you  lug  the  engine  or  lag  when  you  crack  on  the 


power  You  can  expect  faster  starting,  better 
acceleration,  a  smoother  ride,  less  fouling,  more 
miles  per  gallon  and  longer  plug  life. 

The  Hot  "U"  is  available  for  97%  of  the  bikes  on 
(and  off)  the  rood  today.  Including  nearly  all  Honda 
models.  In  fact,  it's  usea  as  original  equipment  by 
Honda,  Kawasaki  and  Suzuki. 

If  your  dealer  doesn't  have  it,  tell  him  he  should. 

You'll  be  doing  him  a  favor,  too. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it.  Then  we  patented  it. 
(Patent  No.  3,970,885.) 


HOT"e'' 

Nippondenso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  ;f30th  Street 
Carson  Calilornid  90745 


When  it  comes  to 
all-around  perionnance, 
nobod7  out-perfoxms 
SuzuM. 

Case  in  point:  The  GS-750E. 

Clean  Sweeps.  If  11 
sweep  low  into  a  comer 
and  come  out  smooth 
and  clean.  Reasons 
are  light  weight, 
balanced  design 
and  a  superb  suspension. 

4-Stroke  Mill.  Powerful 
DOHC  4-c7linder  engine^- 
both  rapid  and  relM^lcr ' 
Fovu  Mikii])i^nNi26  carbs 
offer  tbstcmt  acceleration. 
Roller  bearing  crankshaft 
provides  dependable 
high-RPM  performance. 

Quick  Stops.  Good 
brakes  are  a  xisusi  on  any' ~ 
bike.  Grea!  brakes  are  . 
stoi^dardoB  this  one  :  twin  a 
discs  up  front  and  a  big  disc- 
inback. 

VlhXL  Dve'ssed.  This 
beauty  boasts  such  plush     . , 
plumage  as  . a  cu^otn' 

dual-passenger  seat,  7 
push-button  starting; 
digitcd  gear  Iridicator, 
stylish  mag-ty]^  whe€As_ 
andhigh-perfoHaoitce  '  ^ 
^es.  You  ccmoljScHql^^^anaPk^ 
fort  in  knowiJlg-i^^&iijtrtb ' 
stay  on  the  road  and  ogit  tA  ' 
r^Kilf shops 

/  Nowyoulmow'.why^e^  f 
GS-TSdEteone  ef  thfejj^o^a^^^ 
grec^  peitwmers,    > '.  'J J< 


S&W  Makes 
The"Harley" 
Shock 


For  a  free  copy 
Master  Application  list,  send  this  ad 
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of  the  S4W  Specification  and 
to  S&W  Ensineered  Products. 


VEARS 

MODEL 

AIR 

ADJUSTABLE 

SMIIM 

SHOCK 

RECOMMENDED 
SPRING  RATE 

FORK 

SPRING 

AIR  BOOS^ 
FORK  KIT 

73-77 

XLH,  XLCH 

AT-9HD 

H-9HD 

S12110-11 

SP3250-19HD 

6216124 

S8-72 

XLH,  XLCH 

AT-9  HDB 

H-9HDB 

S1S110-11 

73-78 

riH 

AT-2HD 

73-77 

FX,  FXE 

AT-2HD 

68161M 

77-78 

XLCR 

A-4HD 

SP3250-19HD 

6216124 

78-79 

XLH 

A-4HD 

H-4  HD 

SP-1S6090-10 

SP3250-19HD 

6816124 

79 

XLS 

H-2HD 

SP-126090-10 

6216124 

HUGGER 

H-9HD 

SP-126090-10 

SP3850-19HD 

6216184^ 

All  shocks  arc  available  in  bright  chrome  or  satin  black. 


continued  from  pa^e  H 
"adhere"  to  the  terms  dictated  by  the  oi 
(you  guessed  it,  the  insurance  compa 
.  .  .  This  is  the  situation  the  indivic! 
rider  is  faced  with  at  the  present  ti 
While  the  insurance  companies  mi 
scoffat  the  honest  gripes  of  a  single  rid^ 
don't  suspect  they  would  treat  an  inter 
tion  corporate  giant  like  Honda  in  sul 
fashion.  The  bottom  line  seems  cli 
Honda  sells  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  bikes  wl^ 
generate  an  astronomical  amount  of  in; 
ance  premiums.  If  Honda  can  proieci 
customers  cheaper  than  someone  else 
those  bucks  spent  on  insurance  will 
pouring  in  to  Honda  and  not  to  th 
lovely  people  who  hit  you  for  $500 
give  you  5/10/5  coverage.  How  much  g 
does  that  do  when  a  little  old  lady  in  si 
four-wheeled  tank  decorates  her  bum 
with  your  bike  and  your  body?  How  fai 
the  insurance  bucks  go  when  yoi 
hospitalized? 

Richard  M.  Ma 
New  Orleans,  L 

MORE  ON  HONDA 

I  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  how 
pressed  I  am  with  your  treatment  of 
new  insurance  program  we  are  admini 
ing  for  American  Honda's  dealers.  As 
mentioned  in  your  "Roundup"  edito 
an  effort  of  this  magnitude  can  get  tcrr 
complicated,  but  I  really  think  your  tr 
ment  of  this  matter  was  extremely  h 
and  to  the  heart  of  the  matter. 
Thornton  Cooke,  President 
First  American  Insurance  Comp 


"60  MINUTES" 

First,  we  here  in  New  England  wish 
Louis  McKey  all  the  luck  with  his  ; 
against  New  West  magazine. 

However,  just  as  serious  as  the  Barstc 
Vegas  affair  was  the  Feb.  18  CBS 
program,  "60  Minutes." 

Enclosed  are  copies  of  our  regional  a; 
ciation's  answer  to  the  CBS  News  progn 
Robert  Sheron.  Treasi 
Pathfinders,  Inc. 
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Cc, 


jterlal 


i  t:  .  - 

i 

Castrol  and 


winning 
motorcycles 
together 
are  a  part 
of  history 

THE  NO.  1  OIL  WITH  CYCLISTS 


ENGINEERED  FOR  PRECISION  ENGINES 


Vetter  Saddle  Bags.  Streamlined, 
Eye-catching.  The  perfect  blend  o(  function 
and  beauty. 

Their  sleek  appearance  is  matched  with 
rugged  durability  and  plenty  of  cargo  space. 
A  full-face  helmet,  for  instance,  is  easily 
swallowed  up  behind  the  unique  drop-down 
hatch  doors. 

Our  saddle  bags  not  only  provide  plenty 
of  cornering  clearance,  their  tucked-in, 
contoured  design  keeps  cargo  weight  up 
front  and  low  —  where  it  should  be. 

And  only  Vetter  saddle  bags  feature  the 
exclusive  Floating  Mount  System. 
Ingeniously  designed,  this  patented 
mounting  system  absorbs  the  brunt  of  road 
vibration  before  reaching  the  rider. 

Best  of  all,  our  saddle  bags  are  easy  on, 
easy  off.  They  feature  built-in  carrying 
handles  and  frame-lock  with  the  same  key 
that  opens  the  saddle  bag  doors. 

To  complete  the  package,  the  Vetter  Tall 
Trunk  features  our  Floating  Mount  System, 


locking  lid,  chromed  Texas  Trim,  side 
reflectors  and  padded  passenger  backrest 
all  standard. 

The  next  time  you  hit  the  road,  take 
along  a  Vetter  saddle  bag  system.  Extended 
road-riding  never  looked  so  good,  or  felt  so 
free. 

Visit  your  local  dealer  for  more  road- 
designed  Vetter  components,  or  write:  Vetter 
Corp.  P.O.  Box  927.  Rantoul,  Illinois  61866. 


•  following  are  exerpts  from  a  letter 
Ti  the  New  England  Trail  Rider 
ociation: 

I  am  writing  to  express  our 
strong  objections  to  your  cover- 
age of  off-highway  vehicle  use 
in  the  California  desert,  on  the 
"60  Minutes"  program  of  Feb- 
ruary 18.  1979.  The  California 
situation  is  a  complex  one  and 
your  broadcast  admitted  as 
much.  As  such,  it  is  not  suscep- 
tible to  simplistic  analysis  or 
presentation.  Yet  this  is  pre- 
cisely the  manner  in  which  you 
and  your  staff  chose  to  treat 
it.  .  .  .  To  the  extent  that  "60 
Minutes"  chose  to  present  the 
problem  in  terms  of  two  ex- 
tremes, with  no  discussion  of 
the  ways  the  conflicts  are  being 
mediated  and  resolved,  you  are 
responsible  for  exacerbating 
the  problems,  and  perpetuating 
conflicts  damaging  to  all  parties 
and  to  the  lands  involved  as 
well.  .  .  .  The  basic  issue  seems 
to  us  to  be  one  of  journalistic 
responsibility.  Whether  "60 
Minutes"  cares  to  address  this 
kind  of  i.ssue  is  impossible  to 
.say;  it  is  hard  to  be  optimistic. 
In  at  least  this  one  case  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  conscious 
choice  made  to  emphasize  sen- 
sationalism at  the  expen.se  of 
responsible,  analytical  report- 
ing. Such  policies  serve  no 
one's  interest. 

David  W.  Sanderson. 

Executive  Director 

NETRA 

WASAKI  MUSCLE  CAR? 

)o  you  think  Kawasaki  might  start 
Iding  cars?  Imagine  dropping  a 
1300  engine  into  something  like  an  old 
t  850  convertible.  It  might  remind  you 
muscle  car  from  the  '60s  for  use  in  the 
Os  and  get  over  30  mpg. 

Pete  Susi 
Wayne,  N.J.> 


i2 


What  does  one 
of  the  world's 
quickest 

riders 
l(now 
that  you 
don't? 


Pro  Stock  rider  Terry  Vance: 
9  seconds  Rat  and  147.05 
mph  in  the  quarter  mile! 


Nothing  in  the  universe  is  faster 
than  the  speed  of  light.  By  compari- 
son a  speeding  bullet  is  little  faster 
than  an  inchworm. 

That's  what  Terry  Vance  knows,  and 
it's  why  he  uses  a  Martek  electronic 
ignition  system  in  his  world  record- 
setting  Pro  Stock  drag  bike.  No 
"speeding  bullet"  type  breaker  points 
for  him.  With  Martek  he  gets  greater 
energy  to  his  spark  plugs,  and  timing 
events  measured  in  microseconds. 
Flawlessly.  Infallibly. 

What  does  this  mean  to  you  and 
your  bike?  You  can  have  the  same 
ignition  Terry  Vance  depends  on,  right 
off  your  dealer  s  shelf.  And  you  never 
have  to  go  near  a  drag  strip  to 


experience  the  benefits  of  Martek 
electronic  ignition.  You'll  get  faster, 
easier  starting.  Smoother  running  at 
all  speeds.  More  power  in  acceler- 
ating. Better  fuel  economy.  And  you'll 
never  have  to  fuss  with  points  or 
timing  again. 

We  make  easy-to-install  kits  for 
almost  every  bike  there  is — racing, 
touring,  street,  off-road — four, 
two  and  one  cylinders — four-stroke 
and  two — flywheel/ magneto  and 
battery/coil  types.  Send  50C  for  a 
Martek  decal  and  catalog  information 
on  an  ignition  for  your  bike. 

Martek  makes  a  difference.  And  we 
want  you  to  experience  it. 


Mototek 
CD-15/CD-31 


Mototek 
CD-350/CD-500 


Martek  electronic  ignitions,  easy 
to  install  with  no  special  skills 
or  tools  required — performance 
and  satisfaction  guaranteed. 


Products,  Inc.  ..^tn^^^ 

3609  W.  MacArthuf  B^d  •  Santa  Ana,  CA  92704'  714/751-7901 


ation  by  Bill  Neale 
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when  it  really  matters. 


Put  Bridgestone  Tires 
between  you  and  the  road. 

or  the  dirt. 


When  you're  riding  a  bike  you've  only  got  two 
tires  between  you  and  the  road.  Make  sure  they're 
both  Bridgestones. 

From  high-powered  road  machines  to  high-flying 
dirt  bikes,  there's  a  Bridgestone  tire  made  especially 
for  your  kind  of  cycle,  your  kind  of  riding.  Fifteen 
different  designs  in  all— including  the  legendary 
Mag  Mopus  line  of  premium  quality  street  tires.  And 
a  full  line  of  race-proven  Bridgestone  motocross 
tires,  to  put  between  you  and  the  dirt. 

See  the  complete  line  of  Bridgestone  motorcycle 
tires  at  your  Bridgestone  dealer  today. 

BRIDGESTONE,  TIREI 

Put  Bridgestone  between  you  and  the  road. 

Check  the  Yellow  Pages  for  your  nearest  motorcycle 
dealer  and  ask  for  Bridgestone. 


TWINSTAR  FAN 

I  thought  I  would  comment  on  He 
Whalen's  experience  in  getting  started  r 
ing  (April.  1979  Letters).  I  did  a  v 
similar  thing.  My  husband  won  a  Pi 
moped  in  a  radio  contest  and  I  used  it  fc 
while.  But  having  previously  taken  a  n 
torcycle  riding  class.  I  found  the  mop 
unstable  in  comparison. 

1  immediately  went  to  riding  a  1^ 
Honda  Twinslar  185cc.  I  love  it  also  a 
have  taken  it  on  the  Harley-Davids 
sponsored  California  1000  tour.  It  p 
formed  super  for  a  small  bike. 

I  ju.st  got  back  from  the  SCMA  spt 
sored  750  tour.  Again  the  Twinstar  p 
formed  perfectly. 

People  are  surpri-sed  at  the  fact  that  I 
never  very  far  behind.  I  average  very  go 
mpg  and  60-65  mph.  The  bike  hand 
marvelously  in  turns  (smallness  helps] 
get  vibration  though,  which  is  also  due 
the  small  size. 

Now  I  am  waiting  to  get  enough  mor 
to  move  up  to  the  Honda  CM400T.  I 
fairly  short  and  these  motorcycles  seem 
fit  me  perfectly.  I  have  been  riding  oi 
nine  months  and  look  forward  to  taki 
many  more  tours  and  motorcycle  cam  pi 
trips. 

Nancy  Rit 
Chino,  Ca 

ALL  HE  CAN  STAND 

I've  heard  all  I  can  stand  from,  ab( 
and  to  Joan  Claybrook,  National  Highw 
Traffic  Safety  Administrator!  She  does  c 
thing  but  says  another.  I  conclude  th 
She  has  forked  tongue,  has  more  than  c 
face,  she'll  always  be  opposed  to  motor 
clists,  her  efforts  will  make  things  wor 
she  is  misguided  and  uninformed  on  to 
motor  vehicle  safety.  Motorcycles  are 
smaller  part  of  the  total  death  and  inji 
scene  and  Ms.  Claybrook's  repeated 
tacks  indicate  that  she  thinks  small. 

Her  espousal  is  ridiculous  that  scho 
should  not  teach  motorcycle  safety  w 
auto  safety  programs.  She  says  this  woi, 
encourage  more  youngsters  to  try  motor* 
cles  thus  increasing  cycle  injuries  a 
deaths.  What  idiotic  philosophy!  Hi 
about  those  who  start  without  cycle  edu< 
tion?  Should  we  let  them  die  because  thi 
only  a  small  number?  Or.  if  they  w( 
helmets,  it's  okay  for  them  to  die  with( 
education? 

The  thought  we  must  share  for  futi 
action  is:  no  motorcyclist  should  vote 
Carter's  re-election  while  Joan  Claybro 
stays  in  her  present  job.  Even  if  bik( 
aren't  going  to  vote  for  Carter,  they  shot 
use  this  reason  and  pass  it  on  to  a  potent 
5.5  million  motorcycle  voters.  Down  W| 
Carter  and  Claybrook! 

George  Smith 
San  Diego,  Ca 
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Look  into  an  Electro. 
You'll  like  what  you  see. 


Electro's  hand-laminated  fiberglass 
;onst  ruction  provides  rugged  de- 
jendability.  That's  one  of  the 
Tiany  reasons  they're  consi- 
jered  the  world's  premium 
lelmet. 


Every  Electro  helmet  is  fully  lined 
with  low  density,  shock-resistant 
polystyrene,  then  covered  with 
foam-laminated  "Trylon" 
for  added  protection 
and  comfort. 


Extra  ear-area  pad- 
jlng  allow  Electro 
Helmets  to  cut  down 
loise  while  pro- 
viding a  snug  fit.  The 
esult  is  greater  riding 
:omfort. 


Overstuffed  chin 
>ads  (on  the  full- 
ace  Electro  2A) 
term  it  a  better,  more 
lomfortable  fit. 


Available  in  Full  or  Open  Face  models. 


Electro  Helmets  are 
L     so  lightweight  and 
j/j     great  fitting,  you'll 
^     hardly  know  you  have 
a  helmet  on!  To  help 
insure  a  great  fit.  Elec- 
tros come  in  individual 
hat  sizes,  from  6%  to  7%, 
(not  "small,  medium  and 
arge"  like  other  helmet 
manufacturers).  And  Elec- 
tros comply  with  safety  regula- 
tions in  all  50  states  and  many 
foreign  countries.  It  all  adds  up 
to  the  smartest-looking,  best 
fitting,  most  comfortable  helmet 
you  can  wear! 


ST 


ull  one  inch  wide  chinstrap 
ith  welded  "D"  rings  gives 
dded  strength  and  comfort 
)  wearing  a  helmet.  The 
xtra  wide  chinstrap  more 
venly  distributes  pressure. 

elecdro 

HELMETS 


Increased  padding  is  pro- 
vided to  the  forehead  and 
temple  areas.  You  see,  pro- 
fessional motorcyclists 
helped  design  Electro  Hel- 
mets...they  know  where 
added  comfort  is  needed. 


Ultimate  neck  comfort  is 
another  important  Electro 
feature.  This  is  made  possi- 
bly by  using  a  true  neck  roll 
constructed  of  special  high 
density  foam. 


Oversized  rivets  assure 
you  that  the  chinstrap  on 
Electro  Helmets  are  super- 
secure.  Another  quality 
feature  built  into  each 
Electro  Helmet. 


Electrofilm,  Inc.,  7116  Laurel  Canyon  Blvd.,  No.  Hollywood,  California  91605. 
Send  for  Free  color  brochure  and  name  of  your  nearest  Electro  Helmet  Dealer. 


Learn  Motorcycle  Repair 

★  TRAIN  AT  HOME  TO  BE  A 

Motorcycle  Mechanic 


If  you  like  to  rMe  aryrte 
for  fun . . .  karn  how  to  fix 
it  for  profit!  Can  you  imagine 
a  better  way  to  earn  your 
living,  whetlier  you  choose 
to  worlc  in  a  cycle  shop  for 
someone  else  or  decide  to 
start  your  own  cycle  repair 
business?  Now,  thanlcs  to 
North  American,  there's  a 
fast,  easy  way  to  get  training 
at  home  in  your  spare  time. 
No  need  to  quit  school  or  your 
job.  Experts  show  you  step-bv-step 
everything  from  minor  tune-ups 
to  major  overhauls. 

CmiS  m  BIG  BUSIHESS 
...AMD  so  IS  FIXING  TH[M! 

There  are  more  than  5  million  cycles  reg>s- 
tered  in  the  U.S.  today.  Plus  an  estimated 
million  more  dirt  bikes.  And  they  all  need 
maintenance.  Opportunities  vary  in  different 
areas,  and  we  cannot  promise  you  a  job.  So 
check  out  ihe  job  opportunities  in  your  own 
neighborhood. 

INCLUDED  TO  START  YDU  FASTI  SPECUl 
CYCLE  TOOLS  I  TEST  INSTRUMENTS 

Professional  tools  plus  your  North  American 
"know  how"  help  you  become  a  skilled 
mechanic,  We  teach  you  how  to  use 
wrenches,  sockets,  impact  screwdrivers, 
timing  lights,  electrical  test  instruments, 
compression  gauges,  vacuum  gauges, 
degree  wheels,  soldering  irons,  ignition 
wrench  sets,  dial  indicators  and  much, 
much  morel  We  even  include  a  set  of  spe- 
cial cycle  tools  and  instruments  to  get  you 
started  fast'  F  nd  out  all  about 't  now  Send 
tor  FREE  CAREER  INFORMATION.  No  cost.N 
no  obligation  .  .  .  now  or  ever)  Rush  coupon 
today. 


Car««ri  bf  Homm  Study 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REMIR 

4500  Campus  Dtive,  OepI.EBow  Newport  Beach.  CA9?663 

iVUBh  frM  color  brochuro  and  full  Infofmollon  on  how  I  can 
team  nnotorcycta  ropair  for  only  a  faw  dollara  a  month. 


ADDRESS 

CITY 


|_UIIY  


STATE    _-ZIP  J 


BOOTS 


Specially    designed   for    today's   pleasure   bike  rider; 

crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  (or  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLD  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  height;  roomy  square  toe 

•  Harness  strap  with  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  leather  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  Scuff-resistant  leather  toe  cap 
■  Special  reinforced  steel  shanlc 

under  arch 

•  Oeep  cleated  VIBRAM '  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand- 
stained  brown  cowhide  with  black 
toe  cap 

%  Sizes  6  thni  14;  widths  B,  D.  E,  EE 


S79.50  per  pair  plus 
S3. 00  postage  and 
handling 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  INC. 

Dept.  091  P.O.  Box  468  Brockton,  Mass.  02403 


IBank  No. 
(MIC) 
I  Name  


n 


Exp.  - 
Date  r   I  1 


I 


Address  

City.  State,  Zip  . 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


I 
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SAVAGE  REWARDS 

After  reading  your  Long  Range  Test  of 
tine  Yamaha  IT  250/400.  I'd  liice  to  tell  of 
my  experiences  along  this  line  with  a 
slightly  different  motorcycle. 

In  1972  I  bought  a  Suzuki  250  Savage. 
You  know,  the  green  one  with  the  funny- 
shaped  headlight.  After  seven  years  of 
abuse,  you  probably  won't  believe  what 
I'm  going  to  tell  you.  My  250  was  thrashed 
almost  every  summer  weekend  for  three  or 
four  years,  was  driven  flat-out  on  the  high- 
way for  several  thousand  miles  total  over  a 
year's  time,  was  drag-raced  literally  hun- 
dreds of  times,  was  logged  through  endless 
sandhills  in  100°  eat  for  hours  and  hours 
at  a  lime.  With  my  Suzuki  I  have  endured 
drenching  rain,  desert  heat,  and  0°  winter 
cold. 

Wanna  know  my  maintenance?  Exactly 
two  sparkplugs  for  25,000  mi.,  one  rear 
tire,  one  new  chain  and  new  sprockets  and 
one  top-end  overhaul.  Period. 

Fringe  benefits:  It  still  has  the  original 
well-worn  front  tire.  The  shocks  still  damp. 
The  fork  seals  do  not  leak  at  all.  The  magic 
box  ignition  has  never  faltered.  It  hasn't 
had  a  battery  for  five  years.  All  control 
cables  still  work  perfectly.  I've  never  bro- 
ken a  spoke. 

I  may  have  lucked  into  a  particularly 
durable  Suzuki  Savage.  But  I  doubt  it.  1 
may  have  been  unbelievably  lucky,  period. 
But  1  doubt  that  as  well  .  .  . 

I  paid  attention  to  my  Suzuki  and  it  has 
rewarded  me  by  being  by  far  the  most 
trouble-free  motorcycle  I've  ever  owned. 

Kirby  Rowan 
Portales.  N.M. 


PRAISE  FOR  EGAN 

Just  picked  up  a  copy  of  your  April  issue. 
Very  good  indeed!  Especially  like  the  tour- 
ing features  and  bike  evaluations. 

"The  French  Quarter  Connection"  was 
great  aLso.  Peter  Egan's  ability  to  convey 
his  observations  is  excellent.  He  took  me 
on  a  mental  tour  down  the  roads  that  I  too 
have  traveled  before.  Keep  up  the  good 
work  Cycle  World\ 

Mike  Beckham 
Murissa.  111. 
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Hi-Performance 
Electronic  Ignition: 
Think 


DYNA  III'  Hi-Performance  Ele 
tronic  Ignition  Systems,  manufacture 
by  K.V.  Products,  Install  quickly  or 
easily  because  ftiey  are  custo 
designed  for  your  motorcycle,  mclu 
Ing  color-matched  wires  Your  outdote 
points  and  condensers  ore  replace 


wifti  state  of  the  art  electronic  cor 
ponents  that  provide  fune-up  fre; 
economy  and  performance  indefinite 
Whether  your  bike  Is  used  for  tourin 
commuting,  or  racing,  it  con  bene 
from  what  DYNA  III'  provides,  in  fast 
starts,  extended  plug  lite,  and  all  tf 
power  and  smoothness  you  expe 
from  it. 

All  DYf>JA  III  -    systems  utilize  "H 
Effect"  magnetic  sensors  for  the  u 
mote  in  accurate,  reliable  timing.  TIr 
Ing  is  Individually  adjustable  so  th 
you  are  not  locked  info  manufocturir 
errors.    It's    easier    and    faster  the 
adjusting  points,  and  you  only  have 
set  It  once  for  perfect  timing.  Best 
all,  It  will  stay  that  way,  no  matter  he 
far  you  ride.  The  electronic  module 
so  small  —  and  Immune  to  extren 
environments  —  that  It  can  be  mount« 
anywhere;  yet  It  provides  greater  hic 
RPM  spark  energy  to  well  past  redliri 
and  it  does  it  reliably.  It's  the  combin 
tion  of  these  features  that  helped  IVlll 
Bruso  set  a  National  Vi-Mile  Record 
164.84  MPH  in  8.82  seconds. 

In  addition  to  high  quality  and  hi^ 
performance,  you  get  a  5-year  guardj 
tee;  so  t>efore  you  spend  your  money 
compare  —  and  you'll  think  DYNA  III 


SUMMARY  OF  FEATURES 

TIMING:  Precise,  stable,  and 

individually  adjustable. 
COIL  VOLTAGE  RISE  TIME: 

Approximately  1 00%  faster. 
COIL  ENERGY  STORAGE  TIME: 

increased  up  to  70% 
PLUG  LIFE:  Extended  significantly. 
ECONOMY:  Tune-up  fresh  Reduced 

maintenance  costs. 
WARRANTY:  5  years 
INSTALLATION:  Easy  &  direct 

No  special  tools,  drilling,  or 

wiring  modifications  required. 

BIKES  WE  FIT:  BMW  -  70  &  up. 

Harley-Davidson  -  70  &  up. 
Hondo  -  all  fours.  Kawasaki  - 
all  fours.  Moto  Guzzi  •  74  &  up, 
Suzuki  -  all  fours.  Yamaha  - 
RD350  400.  650  twins 


Suggested  retail  price  $98.50 
complete.  Send  50<^  for  brochure. 


Electronic  Ignitior 
ore  mfd.  by: 

K.V.  Products 
1062  E.  Cypress  St 
Covina,  Calif.  9172 
213:  331-6202 
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Illustration  tjy  Anne  Peyton 


Cgl 


AT  50  MPH,  YOU  WON'T  EVEN  NOTICE  OUR 
•SLEEVE  CLOSURES.  THAT'S  WHY  THEY'RE  THERE. 


At  Harley-Davidsorf  we  feel  a  bike  and 
I  rider  should  function  as  a  single,  high  perform- 
5  ance  unit.  Quite  frankly,  wind  whistling  up  your 
3  sleeve  or  rain  seeping  through  your  jacket  are 
)  distractions  that  don't  belong  in  motorcycling. 

That's  why  you'll  find  critical  differences 
[  between  Harley-Davidson  rider  clothing  and 
)  clothing  designed  primarily  for  pedestrians. 

T^ke,  for  instance,  our  leathers. 
[Beyond  what  you  see  above  are  other  /// 
)  examples  of  functional  engineering:  dihi* 
)  Our  wind  flap  is  sewn  behind  the  zipper,  back 
T  where  the  wind  can't  get  at  you.  Our  "action 
Iback"  lets  you  lean  down  close  to  the  tank  in 
)  comfort.  And  our  collar  snaps  keep  the  leather 


from  flapping  while  you're  riding.  A  close  look 
proves  that  any  resemblance  to  what  they  have 
in  the  shopping  malls,  or  anywhere  else,  is 
purely  superficial. 

You'll  find  that  biker  point  of  view  through- 
out the  full  hne  of  clothing  available  at  your 
Harley-Davidson  dealer— from  leathers,  rain 
gear  and  boots  through  the  tough,  all  new 
Harley-Davidson  Cycle  Wear  denims.  And  the 
dealer  there  will  know  that  a  jacket  too  short 
will  let  the  wind  in,  while  one  too  long  is  going 
to  bunch  up  beneath  you. 

These  points  might  seem  minor  as  you  sit 
there  reading.  They  won't  when  you  hit  a  gust 
at  fifty 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON  HAS  NEVER  FORGOTTEN  THE  BASIC  RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN  MAN  AND  MOTORCYCLE.  ^^^^^^ 

I  Pick  up  the  aimplete  Parts  and  Accessories  catalog  at  your  local  ^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

I  Harley-Davidson  dealer.  B^^^HH^I^II 

I  We  support  the  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation  and  the  A.M.A.  and  believe  in  safety  first.  Harley-Davidson 
^  Always  ride  with  lights  and  helmet. 


[The  superbike  evolution 
turns  to  revolution. 

INew  Honda  CB750K. 


ybody  knows  when  the  super- 
era  began . . .  and  whose  name 
on  the  ground-breaking 
hine  that  started  it  all. 
'ell,  big  things  have  just  hap- 
?d  again,  and  the  nameplate's 
:he  same.  The  1979  Honda 
50K  is  an  original  new  motor- 
?  that's  breaking  fresh  ground 
le  750  class. 

d-racing  heritage. 

da  has  drawn  upon  its 


immensely  successful  road-racing 
program  to  design  the  new 
CB750K  engine.  The  larger  DOHC 
power  plant  carries  four  valves 
per  cylinder,  directly  inspired  by 
Honda's  race-winning  RGBs;  this 
freer-breathing  design  contributes 
to  the  greatly  improved  power- 
band.  Displacement  is  up  to  749  cc. 
There's  a  new  Pointless  Inductive 
ignition  system  for  fewer  parts, 
hotter  sparks.  Fuel  metering  is  im- 
proved via  four  30  mm  constant- 
velocity  carburetors  equipped 
with  an  accelerator  pump. 

Comfort  more  than  seat-deep. 

Designing  a  civilized,  responsive 
bike  involves  far  more  than  just 
the  power  plant.  A  deeper  look  at 
the  CB750K  reveals  genius  above 
and  beyond  mere  specs. 

The  engine's  surrounded  \ 
by  a  redesigned  double 
cradle  frame  that  re 
duces  seat  height. 
The  special  suspen- 
sion includes  low- 
friction  front  forks 
and  Honda's 
own  FVQ 
two-stage 
rear  shocks 
with  five 


New  OOHC  16-vaive  cylinder  head. 

spring  pre-load  settings.  Rider 
comfort  is  also  a  prime  con- 
sideration in  the  new  stepped, 
deeply  padded  seat. 

Classic  in  detail. 

This  is  unquestionably  a  finely 
built  machine. 

The  finish  is  Honda  quality... 
and  that  says  it  all.  From  rich  new 
paint  to  the  CB750K's 
'>\  unmistakable  signa- 
•N*^  ture,  the  gleaming, 
^       four-into-four,  chromed 
exhaust  system. 


The  handsome  new  instrument 
panel  includes  a  quick  push- 
button reset  trip  meter  There's  a 
pair  of  new  Honda-designed  low- 
vibration  mirrors.  Even  taillights 
and  turn  signals  are  new  for  1979. 

The  new  Honda  CB750K.  And  we 
do  mean  new.  It's  a  case  of  classic 
design  outdoing  itself.  And  remember, 
always  ride  with  safety  on  your  mind. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  Model  availability  may  be  limited.  For 
free  brochure,  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
Dept.  CW79K,  Box  50,  Gardena.  California  90247. 
See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer.  ©  1979  AHM. 

HONDA. 

COIMCSTROMCi 


7  years  ago  this  is  the  way 
we  produced  our  first  motorcycle  manua 


Wes 


er  way 


7  years  ago  we  began  with  an  idea  that  motorcycle 
manuals  should  be  easy  enough  for  everyone  to  follow. 

So  we  took  a  BSA  Pre-unit  twin  and  we  stripped  it  down 
to  the  last  nut  and  bolt.  Then  our  own  hand-picked  team 
of  mechanics,  writers  and  photographers 
put  it  together  again.  Writing, 
drawing,  photographing,  making 
every  step  of  the  way  easier. 

The  result  was  the 
first  Haynes  Owners' 
Workshop  Manual. 

People  told  us  it  was  the  '  .  .  <• 

simplest,  clearest,  easiest 
to  follow  motorcycle 
manual  ever. 

After  7  years,  the 
whole  world  over,  we 
sell  far  more  motorcycle 
manuals  than  anybody. 
And  we're  still  the  only 
cycle  manual  publisher 
who  can  claim  that  for 
every  manual,  we've 
completely  stripped 
and  rebuilt  the  cycle. 


Which  is  the  simple  reason  why,  whether  you're  changing 
your  oil  or  changing  your  engine  —  you  can't  go  wrong 
when  you  do  it  by  The  Book.  I 


7^ 


Haynes  is  The  Book 


Price  only  $7.5( 


Available  in  book  stores,  motorcycle  dealers  and  wherever  do-it-yourself 
motorcycle  parts  and  accessories  are  sold. 

Haynes  Publications,  inc.  •  861  Lawrence  Drive,  Newbury  Park,  CA  91320  •  Tel  (213)  889-5400 


KKbuUkeWD-40... 
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inued  from  page  18 

CLE  NEWS  EAST 

Jp  until  a  year  or  so  ago  I  enjoyed  a 
kly  motorcycle  paper.  Cycle  News,  I 
ik  it  was  called.  My  subscription 
>ed.  I  received  no  renewal  notice  and  I 
e  my  last  copies  to  a  Boy  Scout  paper 
'e. 

n  the  January,  1979  issue  you  referred 
Zycle  News  in  the  Up  Front  column, 
uld  you  please  put  me  in  touch  with 
;lc  News  so  that  I  could  re-subscribe? 

Donald  Hetherington 
Mystic,  Conn. 

'ou  can  write  to  Cycle  News  East,  P.  O. 
c  805,  4190  First  Ave.,  Tucker.  Ga. 
84. 


COT'S  BAD  BOY 

^hat  an  article  by  Joe  Scaizo  on  Gunter 
ly.  1979).  Great!  I  think  you  have  a  hit 
1  the  article.  I  would  like  to  see  more  of 
Ti,  maybe  one  in  each  issue.  I  am  sure 
f  would  create  a  lot  of  interest. 

F.A.  Neighbours 
Chester,  Calif. 

ust  had  to  drop  you  a  letter  regarding 
Scalzo's  excellent  article  on  "Ascot's 

I  Boy,"  Al  Gunter.  "Prince  Albert"  was 
of  my  favorites  in  the  '50  and  '60s  ...  I 

not  recall  Al  ever  winning  a  national 
at  Peoria.  Are  you  confusing  him  with 

jrge  Everett,  another  fine  BSA  rider 

)  won  at  Peoria? 

would  like  to  see  Joe  Scaizo  do  a  piece 
Velo  rider  Tex  Luce,  another  thome  in 
).'s  side.  Every  Friday  at  Ascot  he 
lid  be  torn  down  because  he  dusted 
J  res,  Leonard  and  the  rest  of  the  boys, 
y  to  be  found  legal. 
Leep  up  the  good  writing  Mr.  Scaizo. 

Bill  Clark 
Bethell  Park,  Pa. 
coniinued  on  page  26 


Send  $1.00  for  brochure  and  decals. 


BEL-RAY  COMPANY.  INC.,  INTERNATIONAL  CORP.  HDQTRS. 

PO  Box  SZe.  DepI  BR-14.  FwmingtMe.  NJ  07727.  (201)  938-2421 .  Telex  132476 

NATIONAL  SALES  OFFICE 

S61  S  Stale  College  Blvd  .  Oept  BR-14.  Fullerlon.  CA  92631.  (714)  738-8474 


SIDECAR 


EOUtlEAN  SIDECAR  CO.  6141  W.  ORANGE,  no.32.  CYPRESS.  CALIFORNIA  90  630 
ninufactured  in  U.S.A.  laler  patents  ■0.4,022,483.  244,365.  otiiers  pending, 
dealer  inqniriet  iotiled. 
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Anaieior  \ 
,  Athlete^  M 


is  better 
than 
Desenex: 

Really  better. 


If  you've  got  athlete's  foot  and  you're 
still  using  Desenex,  you  should  know 
that  Aftate  is  better. 

In  independent  studies,  the  medica- 
tion In  Aftate  has  been  proven  to  be 
more  effective  in  killing  athlete's  foot 
fungusthanthe medication  in  Desenex. 

In  fact,  doctors  recommend  the 
medication  in  Aftate  14  to  1  over  the 
medication  in  Desenex.  14  to  1. 

Aftate  is  better  than  Desenex.  Really 
better  It's  the  killer 


Read  and  follow  label  directions. 


FOR  ^ 

Foot  I 

My 


CW-F 


Aftate 


Athletes  Foot 


Trial  size  offer. 

Enclosed  is  50'  (tor  materials,  handling,  postage)  for 
one  (1)  09  oz  Atlate  Gel  lor  Athlete  s  Foot,  gius  a  coupon 
good  lor  25»  off  on  my  next  store  purchase  of  regular 
size  Aftate  products  Send  to; 


NAME. 


ADDRESS- 
CITY  


JVPT  »_ 


-STATE- 


-ZIP- 


Maillo  Plough  Inc   P  0  Box  377  Depl  MC.  Meinpti.s.  TN  38151  Tenn 
residents  add  2t  sales  tax  Offer  good  only  in  Continental  U  S 
^Alasliaand Hawaii  Alloini«.6»eeKsfoide(ivery  OlterexpiresOec  31  1979  ^ 
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SUMMARY 


OFF-ROAD 


Suspenston 

Curb  Weight 

Weight  bias. 

Transmission 

Claimed 

Travel 

(«/half-tank 

Front/Rear, 

number  of 

Make  t  Model 

Issue 

Horsepower 

Front/Rear,  in. 

iuel).  lb. 

percent 

speeds 

Bultaco  Alpina  350 

8-78 

21.6 

6.7/6.6 

239 

44/55 

5 

CCM 

5-79 

na 

11.0/11.0 

250 

47/53 

3  m 

Can-Am  370  Qualifier 

5-79 

38 

10.0/10.0 

258 

46/54 

5  m 

Can-.Ani  250  MX-4 

3-78 

37.3 

9.8/9.8 

231 

45/55 

5  m 

Honda  CRI25R 

6/79 

na 

11.0/ 11.0 

209 

47/53 

6  fl 

Honda  XR185 

4-79 

18 

7.9/6.5 

234 

44/56 

6  fl 

Husqvarna  390CR 

3-77 

est.  41 

9.5/10.0 

233 

46.9/53.1 

6  1 

Husqvarna  OR390 

1-79 

na 

11.8/11.1 

245 

44/56 

6  m 

Kawasaki  KX125 

6/79 

26.9 

9.8/10.1 

203 

47/53 

6  ■ 

Kawasaki  KX250 

5-79 

40 

11.0/11.0 

230 

46/54 

5  m 

KTM  250  MC-5 

11-78 

34 

10.5/9.0 

237 

46.5/53.3 

6  ■ 

Maico  400WR 

11-77 

43 

9.0/9.0 

256 

47/53 

5  ■ 

Maico  Magnum  450 

4-78 

48 

10.0/10.0 

238 

47/53 

sm 

Monle.sa  Cappra  360 

1 1-78 

na 

10.0/10.7 

243 

46.5/53.3 

4fl 

Ossa  SP250 

8-77 

na 

6.9/5.0 

230 

45/55 

5  9 

Sachs  Hercules  GS250 

1-78 

32 

8.5/5.1 

266 

44/56 

?■ 

Suzuki  PFJ75 

9-78 

na 

8.9/9.0 

228 

46.5/53.5 

6  m 

Suzuki  DR370 

8-78 

na 

7.3/5.8 

270 

42.5/57.5 

5  ^ 

Suzuki  RMI25N 

6/79 

na 

1 1.2/11.0 

204 

47/53 

6 

Suzuki  RM400N 

2-79 

na 

1 1.2/11.8 

236 

46.6/53.4 

5 

SWM  250GS 

4-79 

35.6 

10.0/ 10.0 

239 

45.7/54.3 

6 

Yamaha  YZ125r-" 

6/79 

na 

9.8/9.4 

200 

46/54 

6 

Yamaha  IT!75F 

6/79 

na 

7.7/8.1 

241 

46.6/53.4 

6 

Yamaha  IT250F 

2-79 

na 

9.1/8.1 

258 

44/56 

6 

STREET 


Qaarter- 
Mile, 


Top 
Speed 
after 


Braking 
Distance 
from 


Curb  Weight  Fuel 
(w/half-tank  Consumption, 


Hake  I  Model 

bSIM 

sec 

Vi  mi. 

60mph,  ft 

fuel),  lb. 

mpg 

BMW  R65 

12-78 

14.31 

104 

123 

455 

45.6 

BMW  R80/7 

1-78 

13.72 

107 

125 

486 

41.6 

BMW  RIOORT 

6/79 

13.97 

102 

156 

550 

43.2 

Ducati  Darmah  900 

5-78 

12.98 

111 

134 

500 

41.7 

Harlev-Davidson 

Spi)rtsler  XLS  1000 

5-79 

13.98 

104 

144 

541 

52.0 

Honda  CB650 

2-79 

13.29 

no 

140 

474 

48.5 

Honda  CB750F 

6-79 

12.52 

123 

131 

530 

47.0 

Honda  CBX 

1-79 

11.36 

132 

120 

580 

39.2 

Honda  CX500 

5-79 

13.99 

103 

145 

473 

51.8 

Honda  GLIOOO 

10-78 

13.52 

111 

136 

641 

42.0 

Honda  XL  185 

4-79 

17.81 

69 

165 

249 

75.0 

Honda  XL250S 

8-78 

16.56 

80 

149 

278 

60.0 

Kawasaki  KZ4(X) 

1-79 

15.60 

91 

139 

386 

62.5 

Kawasaki  KZ650SR 

8-78 

13.40 

105 

136 

501 

45.9 

Kawa.saki  KZ75() 

9-78 

14.12 

104 

132 

506 

52.5 

Kawasaki  KZIOOO 

5-78 

12.10 

123 

135 

554 

42.7 

Kawasaki  KZI300 

4-79 

11.93 

139 

146 

695 

42.3 

Laverda  Zeia  500 

7-78 

14.05 

97 

123 

397 

38.9 

Laverda  Jota  1200 

9-78 

12.14 

124 

132 

527 

37.4 

Suzuki  GS550C 

4-78 

13.86 

104 

119 

466 

42.6 

Suzuki  GS750EN 

4-79 

12.72 

119 

141 

547 

45.2 

Suzuki  GSIOOO 

3-78 

11.83 

123 

136 

536 

41.7 

Suzuki  SP370 

9-78 

15.59 

84 

137 

287 

52.1 

Triumph  Bonneville  750 

4-78 

13.86 

103 

126 

425 

42.0 

Yamaha  RD400E 

3-78 

14.12 

99 

122 

375 

44.0 

Yamaha  SR500 

1-78 

15.22 

90 

131 

383 

53.5 

Yamaha  XS750SF 

5-79 

13.33 

114 

144 

546 

43.6 

Yamaha  XSllOOSF 

2-79 

12.02 

129 

146 

584 

40,0 

Yamaha  XT500 

9-78 

15.19 

89 

137 

319 

51.0 

Is  trie  test  you're  interested  in  missing  from  your  library?  Back  issues  are  available  from  Cycle  World  Reader  Service; 
Dept ,  1  Fawcett  Place.  Greenwlcti.  CT  06830.  Back  issues  are  $1  50  eacti.  plus  50C  per  order  tor  postage  ano 
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VALUATION 


5&W  iUlaxi  Pump 
and  Air  Fork  Pump 

^cket  Size  Pumps  For  Inflating  Tires  and  Forks 


S<SIV  Maxi  Pump  was  designed  for  inflating  large  tires,  etc.  The  Air  Fork  Pump  has  a 
sure  gauge  attached  and  takes  the  hassle  out  of  pressurizing  air  forks. 


L  bout  a  year  ago  we  evaluated  a  new 
V  air  pump  from  S«&W.  Called  the  Mini 
np.  it  fit  easily  into  an  enduro  jacket  or 
pouch.  It  would  inflate  a  3.00-21  tire  in 
than  2  min.,  and  could  be  used  for 
isurizing  shocks  and  forks.  We  think 
Mini  Pump  is  the  greatest,  and 
lidn't  think  of  leaving  for  the  wilds 
lout  one. 

&W  has  expanded  the  original  Mini 
several  models  and  sizes.  The  Maxi  is 

the  user  who  needs  to  fill  large  objects, 
original  Mini  is  still  produced  for 

:s  and  other  small  volume  uses.  An  in- 

veen  size  called  the  Midi  is  sure  to  be 
the  right  size  for  someone.  And  to  aid 
pressurizing,  S&W  has  recently  devel- 

d  the  Air  Fork  Pump. 


Maxi  Pump 

"he  Maxi  measures  7  in.  without  its 
ibie.  screw-on  hose.  The  hose  is  4  in. 
e  and  stores  in  the  main  body,  greatly 
ucing  the  chance  of  loss.  If  the  hose  is 

the  pump  may  still  be  used  if  space 
mils.  In  fact,  S&W  recommends  using 
pump  without  the  hose  where  possible 
:c  higher  pressures  can  be  obtained, 
ume  of  the  Maxi  pump  is  66cc  per 
ke.  compared  to  22cc  for  the  Mini, 
ng  the  pump  rapidly  sometimes  results 
lulling  the  plunger  out  of  the  housing, 

air  doesn't  escape:  a  one-way  valve  is 
ited  in  the  tip  of  the  main  body,  allow- 
air  in  but  not  out.  With  three  times  the 
ime  of  the  Mini,  the  Maxi  theoretically 
uld  fill  any  given  tire  three  times  as  fast, 

it  will.  We  inflated  a  3.00-21  to  10  psi 

little  under  2  min.  with  the  Mini;  the 
xi  did  the  same  job  in  40  sec. 


Air  Fork  Pump 

The  Air  Fork  Pump  consists  of  a  Mini 
Pump  connected  to  the  side  of  an  alumi- 
num sleeve  that  has  a  100  psi  gauge  at  one 
end,  a  bleed  valve  at  the  other,  and  a  high 
pressure  filler  hose  exiting  the  side  op- 
posite the  pump.  It  is  designed  to  eliminate 
the  hassle  connected  with  pressurizing  air 
forks.  Because  volume  is  small  on  air  forks, 
filling  to  the  right  psi  can  be  frustrating;  a 
quick  stab  with  an  air  hose  from  a  com- 
pressor (if  one  is  available)  invariably 
over-pressurizes  them  and  bleeding  to  the 
desired  pressure  can  require  several  at- 
tempts before  the  right  psi  is  obtained. 
When  using  a  conventional  hand  pump 
most  of  the  air  is  lost  when  the  hose  is 
removed  from  the  air  valve.  The  Air  Fork 
Pump  has  a  one-way  valve  in  the  tip  of  the 
high  pressure  hose  and  the  tip  is  designed 
so  air  doesn't  escape  when  the  hose  is 
unscrewed.  The  gauge  is  marked  in  2  psi 
increments  from  0  to  30  and  5  psi  marks 
from  30  to  100. 

The  Air  Fork  Pump  makes  pressurizing 
forks  a  quick,  simple  chore.  After  the 
machine  has  been  put  on  its  center  stand 
or  a  box,  (load  should  be  removed  from 
forks  before  pressurizing),  screw  the  hose 
end  onto  the  air  valve  and  pump  to  in- 
crease pressure,  depress  the  bleed  valve  to 
decrease  pressure.  When  the  gauge  shows 
the  selected  pressure,  unscrew  the  hose.  No 
air  is  lost  and  the  need  to  guess  at  the 
finished  result  is  removed. 

S&W  pumps  are  well-made  and  reason- 
ably priced;  the  Mini  is  $6.95,  the  Midi 
sells  for  $7.95,  the  Maxi  goes  for  $8.95,  and 
the  Air  Fork  Pump  is  $28.95.  They  are 
available  from  S&W  dealers  or  contact 
S&W,  CW7,  2617  Woodland,  Anaheim, 
Calif  92801.  EB 


is  better 
than 
Cruex: 

Really  better. 


If  you've  got  jock  itch  and  you're  still 
using  Cruex,  you  should  know  that 
Aftate  is  better. 

Aftate's  medication  has  been  tested 
and  found  to  be  more  effective  than 
the  medication  in  Cruex  for  killing 
jock  itch  fungus. 

Aftate's  powerful  medication  not 
only  kills  all  major  types  of  jock  itch 
fungus,  but  also  helps  prevent  rein- 
fection. 

For  the  relief  of  painful  itching  and 
chafing  of  jock  itch,  get  Aftate. 
It's  the  killer. 


Read  and  follow  label  directions. 


CW-J 


c  F'lough.  Inc  1979 
1 


Aftate 


Jock  Itch 


Trial  size  offer. 

Enclosed  Is  50(  (for  materials,  har^dling,  postage)  for 
one  (1)  .09  oz.  Aftate  Gel  for  Jock  Itch.  d[us  a  coupon  good 
for  25<  off  on  my  next  store  purcliase  of  regular  size 
Aftate  products  Send  to: 

NAME  


ADDRESS. 
CITY  


-APT  #_ 


-STATE- 


_ZIP_ 


>  by  Rori  Griewe 


Mjillo  Plough.  Inc  .  P  0  Box  377.  Dept  MC.  Memphis.  TN  38151  Tenn 
residents  add  2t  sales  tax  Offer  lood  only  in  Continental  US. 
^^Alastia and  Hawaii  Allow4-6weeksloroelwery  UflerexpiresDec  31.1979^^ 
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RIDERS-A  BIKE  WORTH  OWNING 
IS  A  BIKE  WORTH  PROTECTING! 

SECURITY  CABLE 

LOCKSoffer  the 
protection  you  must 
have . . .  and  are  long 
enough  to  allow 
securement  of  several 
motorcycles  together  or 
to  an  immovable  object. 

Maxim  75-1  (Big  Bikes) 
•%  "  Tempered  Cable 
•%"  Black  Vinyl  Coating 
•7  feet  1009—71/2  lbs. 
$39.95 

Maxim  75-11 

(Small  Bikes  and  Mopeds) 
•V2"  Tempered  Cable 
•5/8  "  Black  Vinyl  Coating 
•6  feet  long-3%  lbs. 
$32.95 

Order  Now!  Tomorrow  May  Be  Too  Late! 
.      ,       I  4314  N.  Western  Avenue 

Maxim  Lock  Company  £^'^^90  jmnois  eoeia 

'    Phone:  312/539-0626 


amco  travel 


Designed  .  .  . 
by  touring 
enthusiasts. 
Engineered  .  .  . 
for  your  machine 
Manufactured  .  . 
entirely  by  Amco 

Send  $1 .00  for  new  Color  Catalog 
7425  Fulton  Ave.,  N.  Hollywood,  Ca.  91605 


imca 
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Some  people 
3refer  to  travel 
irst  class. 

Audio  components  for 
your  car  or  motorcycle  from 


AM/FM /Stereo  receivers  with  cassette  or  eight-track  players- 
two-way,  three-way,  and  four-way  speakers  -  power  boosters/equalizers 

Sec  our  display  at  your  local  Arthur  Fulmcr  dealer  P^()duct^  available  at  participatiii}' 
Arthur  Fulmcr  dealers  or  through  Arthur  Fulmcr.  122  dayosa.  Memphis.  Tciin.  .^HIOI. 
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FOR  ALL  PR  ACTICA L  R EASONS 


k  II  llic  surl'ace.  a  niecling  called  h\ 
y  Transportation  Secretary  Brock  Ad- 
i  so  automobile  industry  leaders  could 
;uss  the  design  ol"  the  "car  of  the  ("u- 
I,"  should  have  little  to  do  with  motor- 
es.  But  there's  a  connection. 
I  number  of  reasonable  people  met  at 
two-day  session  to  "'re-invent  the  car." 
idams'  words.  However  the  suggestions 
ed  about  vehicles,  not  cars. 
lost  disturbing  among  the  panelists 
Dr.  William  Haddon.  Jr..  president  of 
Insurance  Institute  for  Highway  Safety. 
>elie\e  we  should  be  responsible,  sensi- 
and  humane  enough  to  place  a  conser- 
ve speed  limit  on  vehicles  as  designed 
manufactured,  and  not  merely  on 
r  operation."  he  said.  "We  would  then 
ible  for  the  first  lime  to  decide  real- 
ally  that  our  national  policy  is  to  come 
.■lose  as  possible  to  having  practical 
icles  that  protect  their  occupants  from 
ous    injury    in   crashes  occurring 


throughout  their  i)perating  speed  range 
an  i>bjective  which,  as  a  matter  of  physics 
and  biology,  cannot  be  achieved  without  a 
reasonable,  built-in  limit." 

What  would  the  limit  be?  "I  believe  that 
it  is  imperative  that  we  as  a  nation  decide 
that  the  built-in  top  speeds  of  the  vehicles 
about  to  be  planned  for  the  1985-2000 
period  be  lowered  to  a  speed  close  to  the 
present  national  speed  limit,"  Haddon 
said. 

It's  ea.sy  enough  to  dismiss  Haddon's 
comments  as  unrealistic  and  absurd,  until 
he  is  placed  in  perspective.  The  Insurance 
Institute  for  Highway  Safety  is  highly  in- 
fluential with  the  National  Highway  Traffic 
Safety  Administration.  Many  members  of 
the  "professional  safety  community"  have 
worked  at  both  the  IIHS  and  NHTSA.  and 
the  suggestions  from  the  IIHS  are  often 
adopted  by  NHTSA.  Mandatory  helmet 
laws  for  motorcyclists,  big  bumpers  on 
automobiles,  and  the  coming  regulations 


on  multi-piece  wheels  for  trucks  all  were 
promoted  by  the  IIHS  before  the  NHTSA 
began  rule  making.  Haddon's  got  clout. 

Already  the  NHTSA  has  begun  a  study 
of  buses  with  speed-limiting  devices  in- 
stalled. Trailways  bus  company  is  equip- 
ping all  its  2100  buses  with  speed  gover- 
nors that  will  limit  bus  speed  to  57  mph. 

From  a  strictly  practical  standpoint,  the 
insurance  industrv  has  a  lot  on  its  side. 
Vehicle  manufacturers  would  be  relieved 
of  some  of  their  potential  legal  liability. 
Highway  departments  wouldn't  have  to 
improve  the  safety  of  highways  for  high 
speed  vehicles.  Traffic  enforcement  on  the 
nation's  highways  could  be  cut  to  a  frac- 
tion of  vs  hat  it  is  now.  allowing  more  police 
for  crime  control.  Domestic  automobile 
manufacturers  might  even  benefit  from  a 
regulation  that  took  away  the  performance 
advantage  of  the  imported  autos  and  mo- 
torcycles. The  practical  rea.sons  are  there. 
The  equipment  is  there.  > 


ation  by  Doug  Roy 
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Several  surveys  have  shown  that  people 
support  the  55  mph  speed  limit,  even  if 
they  don't  obey  it.  The  opposition  to  the 
current  55  mph  speed  limit  is  small,  unor- 
ganized, and  unsuccessful.  In  short,  there 
are  a  large  number  of  influential  people 
who  want  a  limit  on  vehicle  speed.  Don't 
think  motorcycles  will  be  automatically 
excluded. 

Arguing  the  rational  reasons  for  riding  a 


motorcycle  isn't  going  to  get  us  anywhere. 
Safety  experts  can  statistically  prove  that 
motorcycles  are  a  more  dangerous  mode  of 
travel  than  cars.  As  Joan  Claybrook  has 
pointed  out.  there  is  no  rational  reason  for 
needing  100  bhp  motorcycles.  Going 
around  corners  fast  has  no  redeeming  so- 
cial value;  it  appeals  to  our  sporting  in- 
stincts. It's  fun. 

It's  tough  to  find  rational  reasons  for 


CZ125  MOTOCROSSER 


iCspite  primeval  styling,  the  CZ125 
motocrosser  has  undergone  many 
changes  in  the  past  year.  Most  noteworthy 
is  the  addition  of  American-made  Works 
Performance  gas-charged  non-reservoir 
shocks.  New  leading-axle  forks  with  com- 
bination air/coil  springing  are  used  up 
front.  Between  is  the  same  123.5cc  two- 
stroke  Single  used  on  the  CZ  last  year.  It 


pumps  out  a  claimed  24  bhp  at  9250  rpm 
with  the  34mm  Jikov  carb  filling  the  55  x 
52mm  cylinder.  Motoplat  CDI  ignition, 
six-speed  transmission,  and  chrome-moly 
frame  complete  the  package.  List  price  is 
$1290.  If  you  can't  find  a  Jawa-CZ  dealer, 
contact  American  Jawa.  185  Express  St., 
Plainview.  L.I.,  N.Y.  11803. 


OUR  EXOTIC  WEST 


o  matter  where  you  live,  it's  normal. 
The  interesting  places  are  by  defini- 
tion someplace  else.  For  Yankees,  places  to 
tour  are  South  America,  Mexico,  Europe. 
New  things  to  see  are  castles  on  the  Rhine, 
the  changing  of  the  guard.  In  the  western 
U.S.  we  tend  to  think  of  scenery  as  the 
Blue  Ridge  Parkway  or  Vermont  when  the 
leaves  show  their  colors. 

Came  as  a  surprise,  then,  to  have  a  visit 
from  the  English  press.  When  the  English 
importers  for  BMW  wanted  to  give  their 
1979  models  a  glamorous  setting,  they 
picked  Arizona  and  flew  the  Limey  report- 
ers in  for  a  few  days  in  the  Old  West. 

They  had  the  time  of  their  lives.  They 
cruised  across  the  sunbaked  desert,  saw 
Indians  at  home,  went  to  a  rodeo,  a  bar- 
becue, listened  to  bluegrass  music  in  its 
natural  setting.  They  went  home  all-aglow, 
after  giving  us  western  yanks  a  new  look  at 
home  base. 
This  is  mentioned  here  because  a  motor- 


cycle touring  firm  has  been  created  to 
bring  eastern  and  European  riders  to  the 
West,  as  exciting  to  them  as  the  Alps  or  the 
Everglades  would  be  to  Californians. 

Western  Adventures,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box 
2889.  Tucson.  Ariz.  85702  is  the  creation  of 
Volker  Beer,  former  North  American  rep- 
resentative for  BMW.  He's  put  together 
complete  packages  of  one.  two  or  three 
week  tours,  motorcycle  included.  The 
tours  are  open  to  all  experienced  riders, 
but  perhaps  because  the  U.S.  is  an  exciting 
foreign  country  to  riders  from  other  coun- 
tries. Beer  expects  a  good  share  of  his 
business  to  come  from  overseas.  Gives  an 
American  a  feeling  of  pride  to  look  at  a 
brochure,  in  German,  extolling  the  appeal 
of  the  Apache  Trail.  Grand  Canyon  and 
Bryce  National  Park. 

It's  also  a  good  chance  for  easterners  to 
ride  across  the  West  without  having  to 
cover  all  that  Interstate  before  and  after. 
We  hope  the  tours  are  a  success. 


having  fun.  Especially  when  it  consum 
gas  and  involves  some  risk.  That's  why 
long  as  we  use  rational  excuses  for  our  fi 
we'll  get  out-argued. 

The  only  honest  argument  we've  £ 
against  speed  governors,  motorcycle  noi 
laws,  or  restrictions  on  motorcycle  use 
that  we've  got  the  right. 

We  don't  need  excuses.  We  are  entitle 


AMERICAN  HONDAS 

Honda  will  begin  producing  the  CE 
and  CR250R  at  an  American  prodi 
tion  facility  in  Columbus.  Ohio  tl 
month.  Honda  of  America  Manufacti 
ing.  Inc.  will  begin  turning  out  pre-prodi 
tion  models  in  July  and  follow  up  with  t 
first  production  1980  models  in  August. 

Honda's  production  facility  is  not  a  pi 
of  American  Honda,  which  sells  Hond 
in  this  country,  but  is  a  separate  compar 
Within  a  year  the  200-person  work  force 
scheduled  to  expand  to  500  and  prodi 
tion  should  be  2500-3000  per  month.  M( 
of  those  bikes,  about  65  percent,  will 
main  in  the  U.S.,  the  rest  going  to  Cana 
or  perhaps  Europe  where  the  CBX  is  se 
ing  very  well. 

Unlike  Kawasaki's  manufacturing  pla 
in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  the  Honda  facility 
Columbus  is  considered  an  "assemb 
plant."  The  diflference  is  that  Honda  sen 
nearly  all  of  the  parts  for  the  motorcycl 
into  the  plant  where  they  are  assemble 
while  at  Kawa.saki  many  of  the  par 
including  the  frame  and  body  pieces,  a 
manufactured  at  the  plant. 

Like  Kawasaki.  Honda  sees  the  U 
plant  as  a  way  to  meet  the  demands  of  t 
U.S.  market.  There  is  a  possibility 
model  line  expansion  and  more  update 
models  because  of  the  speed  with  whi 
the  local  plant  can  change  assemb 
pieces. 
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Illustration  by  P  M.  McKa 


HONDA'S  GP  RACER 


REAL  VINTAGE  RACING 


SLOWING  US  DOWN 


Ionda's  Grand  Prix  racer,  the  RC500, 
will  be  a  complete  departure  from  the 
ir  cylinder,  two-stroke  configuration  of 
dominant  Suzukis  and  Yamahas  when 
is  unveiled  next  year.  Details  of  the 
jsual  engine  were  announced  in  the 
tch  magazine  Moto  73  which  showed  a 
ture  of  the  six-valves-per-cylinder  head 
1  a  diagram  of  the  three-cam  square 
jr. 

-ast  time  Honda  was  in  Grand  Prix 
ing  the  factory  developed  inline  Sixes 
ch  like  the  CBX.  To  be  competitive  in 
ind  Prix  racing  now,  the  inline  Six 
Lild  be  far  too  wide  and  have  much  too 
at  a  frontal  area.  The  square  Four  is  the 
St  compact  configuration  for  the  mini- 
m  number  of  cylinders  necessary  for 
power  to  be  achieved.  Claimed  power 
50  bhp  at  an  astonishing  18,500  rpm. 
VUowing  such  high  horsepower  and  en- 
e  speeds  are  24  valves.  The  valves  are  set 
ine  in  the  trench-shaped  combustion 
imbers.  three  exhaust  valves  on  one  side 
j  three  intake  valves  on  the  other  side, 
[ween  the  six  valves  there  are  two  spark 
igs  for  every  cylinder, 
fhe  square  Four  layout  allows  three 
nshafts  to  open  the  four  rows  of  valves, 
e  exhaust  valves,  lined  up  at  the  outside 
;es  of  the  engine,  are  opened  by  two 
ns,  one  at  each  side  of  the  engine.  The 
ike  valves,  also  aligned  in  two  rows,  are 
ited  together  so  one  camshaft  operates 
h  rows  of  valves.  Looking  at  a  diagram 
the  valve  train  fR)m  the  end  of  Ihc 
;ine.  the  \al\es  form  a  W. 
X'taiLs  of  the  RC500  frame  arc  still 
ivailable.  but  the  claimed  weight  of  the 
e  dry  is  242  lb.  And  becau.se  the  liquid- 
iled  square  Four  is  so  compact,  the 
;ine  is  no  wider  than  Honda's  own 
ice  production  Twin. 


ore  good  news  for  owners  of  old  road 
racing  bikes.  Not  only  have  several 
clubs  invited  the  crocks  for  a  semi-race 
parade  (details  next  month)  but  there  will 
be  honest  racing  for  vintage  machines  on 
both  coasts. 

In  the  East,  the  American  Association  of 
Motorcycle  Road  Racers  has  accepted  a 
sub-cla.ss,  organized  by  a  group  of  vintage 
owners.  The  older  bikes  will  run  at  most 
AAMRR  meets,  at  Loudon.  Bridge- 
hampton.  New  Hampshire  and  New  York. 
There's  one  class,  to  be  known  as  Classic/ 
Special  Interest,  open  to  pre- 1965  GP  or 
Clubmen  models,  four-stroke,  500cc  limit; 
such  semi-production  bikes  as  the  BMW 
Rennsport.  Honda  CR  or  Bultaco  TSS, 
and  any  motorcycles  meeting  the  spirit  of 
the  rules.  Anybody  wanting  details  can 
write  to  Robert  lannucci,  146  Willow 
Street.  Brooklyn.  N.Y.  1 1201. 

In  the  west.  Manning  Racing  will  have  a 
vintage  class  open  to  pre-war  GP,  post-war 
GP  and  club  models.  They'll  run  at  River- 
side August  12  and  Willow  Springs  Octo- 
ber 14.  Information  from  Jim  Haberlin, 
c/o  Manning  Racing.  .'5407  W.  Olive, 
4£|02.  Burbank.  Calif^91502. 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


rhree  items  published  recently  in  this 
gazine  need  clarification,  or  correction, 
rhe  buyer's  guide  in  the  March  i.ssue 
ed  the  CMB  Twist-Assist,  a  useful  de- 
e  to  overcome  heavy  throttle  return 
ings. 

^fter  we  were  told  that  the  firm  couldn't 
reached,  we  telephoned.  The  telephone 
npany  said  the  number  was  no  longer  a 
rking  number.  Letters  have  not  been 
wered.  We  don't  know  what  happened, 
we  do  apologize  for  any  trouble  this 
ised. 

n  the  April  CW,  we  mentioned  Blue 
miond  chain  lube.  It's  good  stuff,  as  we 
J.  but  .somehow  we  got  the  price  wrong, 
t  retail  price  is  $4.95  for  a  13-oz.  spray 

I. 

n  the  May  issue,  we  quoted  Pops 
ihimura  as  saying  that  he  was  the  first 


person  to  put  a  four-into-one  exhaust  .sys- 
tem on  a  motorcycle.  In  fact.  Russ  Collins 
of  R.C.  Engineering  installed  a  four-into- 
one  pipe  on  his  Honda  750  drag  bike  in 
December.  1969,  and  subsequently  used 
such  a  system  to  set  the  first  drag  record 
established  with  a  Honda  750.  at  Irwindale 
Raceway  in  March  1970.  Yoshimura  began 
experimenting  with  four-into-ones  on  a 
Honda  750  in  the  summer  of  1971.  and 
first  used  one  in  competition  at  Ontario  in 
the  fall  of  1971.  Although  Collins  was 
actually  the  first  to  install  a  four-into-one, 
it  should  be  noted  that  Yoshimura  was 
correct  in  saying  that  he  was  the  first  to  use 
a  four-into-one  on  a  road  racer.  Living  in 
Japan  and  not  paying  any  attention  to  drag 
racing.  Yoshimura  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
what  he  told  us  in  good  faith. 


Bench  racing  will  never  be  the  same. 
How  will  motorcyclists  be  able  to  talk 
about  the  time  they  were  doing  twice  the 
speed  of  sound  when  motorcycles  join 
automobiles  in  having  speedometers  lim- 
ited to  85  mph?  That's  right,  motorcycles 
manufactured  after  September  I,  1979  will 
be  prohibited  by  federal  regulations  from 
having  speedometers  indicating  more  than 
85  mph  or  140  km/h.  The  metric  almost- 
equivalent  (it's  actually  87  mph)  is  also 
required  by  federal  regulation. 

Not  only  will  the  maximum  speed  be 
limited,  but  there  will  be  a  subliminal 
recommended  speed.  "Each  speedometer 
shall  include  the  numeral  '55'  in  the  mph 
scale.  Each  speedometer,  other  than  a  digi- 
tal speedometer,  shall  highlight  the  num- 
ber '55'  or  otherwise  highlight  the  point  at 
which  the  vehicle  speed  is  equaling  55 
mph,"  says  the  regulation.  Other  sections 
of  the  law  prohibit  odometers  from  operat- 
ing in  reverse,  require  odometers  to  read  at 
least  to  99,999  miles  or  kilometers  and 
indicate  when  the  odometer  has  rolled  past 
the  99.999  mark.  Speedometer  error  is 
prohibited  from  exceeding  4  mph  either 
greater  or  less  than  actual  speed. 

Of  course  there  is  an  exclusion  for  police 
cars,  but  there's  also  a  catch.  The  law 
limiting  maximum  speed  "does  not  apply 
to  a  speedometer  designed  for  use  in  or 
installed  in  a  passenger  car  sold  to  a  law 
enforcement  agency  for  law  enforcement 
purpo.ses."  Note  that  the  exclusion  doesn't 
mention  police  motorcycles. 


OFF-ROAD  KAWASAKIS 
HEADED  FOR  LINCOLN 


Within  two  years,  all  Kawasaki  off- 
road  motorcycles  sold  in  this  coun- 
try will  be  manufactured  at  the  Lincoln. 
Nebraska  factory,  according  to  Seiji 
Yamada,  President  of  Kawasaki  Motors 
Corp..  U.S.A. 

"We  are  newcomers  to  the  off-road  mar- 
ket." Yamada  told  us  recently,  "so  we  must 
do  something  better  than  our  competitors. 
I  believe  that  off-road  bikes  have  to  do  with 
feeling,  not  mind.  So  it's  very  important  to 
have  good  communication  between  riders 
and  the  people  who  build  the  bikes,  the 
engineers.  To  do  that  I  have  to  eliminate 
the  Pacific  Ocean." 

Inspired  by  Team  Green's  recent  suc- 
cesses in  spite  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  (the 
KXI25  and  KX250),  we  can  hardly  wait 
for  the  serious  dirt  products  of  Lincoln. B 


JULY  1979/31 


SUZUKI  GStOOOL 

The  Finest  Superbike  Made  Grows 
Longer,  Lower  and  Wider  for  tine  American  Rider 


•Like  all  other  for- 
ward-thinking motor- 
cycle manufacturers. 
Suzuki  last  year 
watched  the  sales  of 
Yamaha  Specials 
climb  out  of  sight. 
And  like  all  the  other 
forward-thinking  mo- 
torcycle manufactur- 
ers in  Japan,  this  year  Suzuki  has  intro- 
duced its  own  Specials.  Only  they're  not 
called  Specials.  They're  called  L  models. 
The  advertisements  tell  us  the  L  stands  for 
Low  Slinger.  although  around  the  office 
the  GSIOOOL  was  usually  called  the  Chop- 
per or  the  Luxo  or  the  Special.  Of  all  the 
letters  in  the  alphabet.  L  has  as  little 
excitement  as  any. 

To  create  the  L.  Suzuki  began  with  the 
top-of-the-line  E  model  which  was  already 
equipped  with  triple  disc  brakes,  mag-style 
wheels  and  self-canceling  turn  signals. 
There  are  four  L  models,  ranging  from  the 
425L  to  the  lOOOL.  All  share  a  characteris- 
tic look:  fat  gas  tank,  high-rise  handlebars, 
high-stepped  seat.  chopped-ofT  mufflers, 
chrome  rear  fender,  and  extended-looking 
front  forks.  These  are  cosmetic  changes, 
the  kind  of  cosmetic  changes  .some  motor- 
cycle riders  have  been  making  on  their 
own  motorcycles  for  years. 

There  are  reasons,  believe  it  or  not.  for 
making  these  changes  to  a  perfectly  good 
motorcycle.  Oh.  not  functional  reasons, 
but  reasons  of  style.  Traditional  sports- 
motorcyclists  have  a  hard  time  under- 
standing the  L  or  any  of  the  semi-chop- 
pers. There  are  no  functional  reasons, 
meaning  performance  reasons,  for  the 
changes  made  to  the  L.  The  bucko-bars 
make  control  more  ditticult.  the  additional 
chrome  doesn't  make  it  faster,  the  laid- 
back  pt).sture  is  simply  wrong  for  going 
fast. 

That  people  large  numbers  of  people- 
buy  this  style  of  motorcycle  means  that 
roadracer  ergonomics  don't  appeal  to 
everyone.  Neither  does  roadracer  style. 
After  all.  is  there  anything  inherently  more 
functional  in  having  squared-off  tail  pieces 
housing  laillights  and  plastic  fenders,  than 
chromed  metal  fenders  with  taillights  and 
license  plate  brackets  hung  on  them? 

Cosmetic  changes  such  as  those  creating 
the  L  model  always  seem  trivial  compared 
to  the  mechanical  changes  of  a  new  model, 
but  the  amount  of  work  going  into  the 
cosmetic  changes  on  the  L  have  been 
significant.  The  gas  tank,  rear  fender,  seat, 
handlebars  and  front  fork  changes  are 
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obvious  enough,  but  the  plastic  cover  at 
the  steering  head  on  the  L  or  the  new 
curved  front  brake  master  cylinder  reser- 
voir are  less  obvious.  Adding  up  all  the 
little  bits:  the  longer  speedometer  cable, 
the  new  levers,  diflerent  fuel  petcock.  dec- 
orations on  the  side  of  the  engine  cases, 
new  headlight  bracket,  smaller  headlight, 
different  mirrors,  and  revised  gauges,  there 
are  dozens  of  small  changes  on  the  L. 

More  important  than  the  number  of 
changes,  is  the  severity  of  the  changes. 
Compared  to  the  Yamaha  Specials,  the 
Suzuki  goes  just  a  little  bit  further.  The 
handlebars  extend  highc  and  pull  back 
farther.  The  seal  has  a  more  exaggerated 
step.  There  is  more  chrome  and  more 
pinstriping.  The  Suzuki  L  models  look  like 
a  product  planner  was  given  a  Yamaha 
Special  and  told  to  do  the  same  thing  with 
the  Suzukis,  only  add  a  little  more  flash. 

Underneath  all  the  flash  is  still  the  best 
all-around  performance  motorcycle  made. 
Suzuki's  stock  GSIOOO  is  the  finest  han- 
dling big  Japanese  bike.  It  has  excellent 
suspension,  is  comfortable,  stable,  and  re- 
liable. The  engine  isn't  the  most  powerful 
motorcycle  engine  available,  but  it  is  com- 
petitive when  raced  and  more  than  ade- 
quate for  the  stoplight  grand  prix.  Most 
important,  the  GSIOOO  is  balanced.  It  has 
enough  suspension  and  frame  rigidity  to 
allow  the  engine  to  be  used.  It's  not  over- 
weight or  overgrown. 

With  a  wet  weight  of  536  lb.,  the 
GSIOOOL  isn't  any  heavier  or  lighter  than 
the  standard  GSIOOO.  Whatever  weight  is 


Smalt  5%  in.  quartz-halogen  headlight  is 
used  on  the  GS1000L. 


gained  with  the  dual  front  discs  and  maj 
style  wheels  is  lost  with  the  shortt 
mufflers.  As  a  result,  weight  distribution 
slightly  different,  one  additional  percent  c 
the  weight  bearing  on  the  front  tire  of  the 
model,  compared  to  the  standard  versioi 

The  most  important  part  of  the  L.  th 
engine,  is  identical  to  the  standard  and 
model  Suzuki  thou.sands.  It's  a  norm; 
enough  engine.  Bore  and  stroke  of  70 
64.8mm.  9.2: 1  compression  ratio,  two  ovei 
head  camshafts  opening  the  valve 
through  shim-adjusted  followers,  rollei 
bearing  crank,  four  26mm  Mikuni  slidt 
throttle  carbs,  conventional  battery/poin 
ignition,  helical  gear  primary  drive  notf 
ing  unusual  in  any  of  that. 

Unlike  the  engine,  the  suspension  of  th 
normal  Suzuki  thousand  is  very  speci; 
and  the  suspension  on  the  L  model 
different  from  the  normal  GSIOOO.  Suzul 
was  the  first  Japanese  manufacturer  t 
offer  a  really  good  suspension  when  th 
GSIOOO  came  out  with  the  air/coil  sprun 
forks  and  adjustable  damping  shocks.  Fc 
the  L  there  are  new  leading-axle  forks,  sti 
with  adjustable  air  springing  helping  oi 
the  coil  springs.  Suzuki  .says  the  leading 
axle  forks  offer  greater  rigidity  for  in^ 
proved  handling,  though  the  stock  GS 100 
suspension  worked  superbly  for  normi 
use.  There  may  be  a  benefit  to  the  leading 
travel  forks  for  racing;  the  Yoshimura  Si 
perbike  team  plans  to  test  the  leading-axl 
forks  at  some  racetracks. 

For  all  the  talk  of  improved  handling 
the  forks  on  the  L  haven't  been  set  up  fc 
optimum  handling.  Being  longer,  rake  is  1 
more  than  the  stock  Suzuki.  29°  vs  28' 
The  spring  rate  for  the  forks'  coil  spring 
has  been  reduced  from  a  44.7/ 1 15.7  Ib./ir 
progressive  spring  to  a  20.7/65.25  Ib./ir 
progressive  spring.  Also  changed  is  th 
length  of  the  different  spring  rates.  Th 
stiffer  normal  spring  u.ses  its  lighter  rate  fQ 
130mm  of  its  160mm  travel  while  th 
lighter  .springs  of  the  L  use  the  lightest  rat 
section  for  1 10mm  and  then  run  on  th 
heavier  section.  Preload  is  also  dilferen 
5mm  for  the  stock  forks  and  25mm  for  th 
L.  Damping  is  reduced  about  40  percen 
on  the  L's  forks.  "We  wanted  a  real  cushi 
ride."  said  the  Suzuki  engineer.  I 

With  the  same  rea.soning.  the  overal 
shock  damping  was  reduced.  The  lowes 
three  settings  on  the  stock  shocks  are  th 
same  as  the  highest  three  settings  on  the  I 
model.  The  firmest  damping  rate  on  th 
stock  shocks  is  107  kg./'/im/sec.  while  Ih 
L  model's  stiffest  damping  uses  a  92  kg. 
'/smAsec.  damping  rate.  The  lightest  damp 


ing  position  of  the  L  is  only  54  percent  as 
stiff  as  the  firmest  setting,  the  No.  2  posi- 
tion is  67  percent,  the  No.  3  position  is  84 
percent.  The  ratio  between  settings  is  simi- 
lar for  both.  Spring  rates  on  both  standard 
and  L  model  are  the  same.  Again,  the 
lighter  damping  will  presumably  provide  a 
smoother  ride. 

Cushy  also  describes  the  seat.  At  least  to 
the  hand  it  feels  cushy.  Suzuki  says  they 
use  two  layers  of  foam,  a  soft  foam  so  the 
prospective  customer  can  feel  how  soft  the 
seat  is  with  his  hand,  and  a  firmer  foam 
which  does  the  cushioning  job.  Trouble  is. 
the  L  model  just  doesn't  have  enough  of 
the  firm  foam  so  the  rider  feels  as  though 
he's  sitting  directly  on  the  seat  base.  The 
passenger  gets  about  10  times  as  much 
foam  to  sit  on  and  subsequently  gets  to 
perch  up  in  the  fresh  air  above  the  rider. 


.  Ergonomics  are  very  personal.  While 
the  majority  of  the  test  riders  at  Cvcle 
World  don't  favor  the  semi-chopper  look 
and  its  accompanying  posture,  there  are 
right  ways  and  w  rong  ways  of  creating  the 
posture.  The  pull-back  bars  of  the  L  aren't 
far  off  the  mark.  They  are  a  bit  too  wide 
and  extend  farther  to  the  rear  than  neces- 
sary, but  the  shape  isn't  excessive  for  the 
style. 

However,  put  together  with  the  saddle 
and  the  footpegs.  the  riding  position  of  the 
L  is  about  as  uncomfortable  as  any  bike 
ever  made.  When  l.aidback  Larry  cruises 
the  boulevards,  he  is  commonly  leaning 
back,  his  feet  .stretched  out  in  front  of  him. 
The  1979  Su/ukis  all  have  folding  foot- 
pegs,  new  this  year,  and  a  racer's  delight. 
But  the  pegs  are  about  2  in.  higher  than  the 
non-folding  pegs  used  on  earlier  thou- 


sands and.  when  combined  with  the  I 
seat,  make  for  super-cramped,  almr 
squatting  position  legs  on  a  tall  rider.  ; 
complete  the  semi-chopper  posture 
footpegs  should  be  moved  forward  abou< 
half-foot.  Most  of  those  w  ho  purchases 
L  will  probably  install  highway  pegsx 
solve  the  problem.  Highway  pegs  will  i 
prove  the  situation,  but  detract  from  o-. 
trol  of  the  motorcvcle  because  the  ft 
have  to  be  moved  back  to  the  slock  pegs? 
control  of  the  shifting  and  rear  brake. 

Because  the  bucko-bars  extend  so 
back,  a  rider  is  naturally  sitting  eitJ 
upright  or  leaning  slightly  back  while  i 
ing  the  L.  On  the  normal  bike,  a  rider  le; 
slightly  forward,  his  weight  being  partisi 
supported  by  the  wind  pressure  on 
chest.  With  the  upright  posture,  the  wv 
pressure  pushes  a  rider  back  too  much,  s 


:  seat  punishes  a  rider  over  anv  bumps 
Jt  dare  force  ihemselves  through  the 
/.sh\  suspension. 

On  a  longish  ride,  one  feature  ot"  the  L 
ndsout:  the  thn)ttle  return  spring.  If  the 
rxittle  return  spring  were  wrapped 
jund  the  rear  shocks,  the  I,  would  have 

load  capacity  of  a  dump  truck.  Fifty 
3es  from  home  on  a  300  mile  ride,  one 
°r  pulled  to  the  side  of  the  road  and. 
rlh  bi>lh  hands,  pulled  the  spring  com- 
iJlely  olf  the  throttle  linkage.  Because  the 
iruki  uses  two  throttle  cables,  one  to  pull 

throttle  linkage  open  and  another  to 
II  the  linkage  closed,  the  return  spring 
J't  actually  necessary.  There  are  no  re- 
rr  springs  in  the  carburetor  slides.  Re- 
/ving  the  return  spring  isn't  recom- 
rinded.  but  anyone  considering  long  trips 
Jllie  L  may  want  to  investigate  replacing 


the  throttle  spring  with  a  lighter  spring. 

With  a  lighter  throttle  return  spring  in- 
stalled, other  items  of  discomfort  become 
ni>ticeable.  I  he  Su/uki  l  our  is  generally  a 
smooth  running  powerplant.  but  the  long 
handlebars  resonate  the  natural  vibration 
o\  the  engine,  sending  a  harsh  vibration 
through  the  handgrips  at  about  3000  4000 
rpm.  Not  much  vibration  comes  through 
the  footpegs  or  the  seat,  but  the  handgrip 
vibration  is  greater  than  the  vibration  on 
anv  other  Four.  The  \ibration  doesn't  irri- 
tate the  stubby  mirrors  much,  though.  Un- 
like other  Su/ukis.  the  1(XX)L  doesn't  use 
the  rubber-bushed  mirror  stalks,  but  the 
solid  mount  mirrors  are  acceptably  clear. 

Other  control  and  comfort  items  arc 
much  belter.  Dog-leg  levers  w  ith  moderate 
clutch  and  brake  pull,  convenient  sw  itches, 
self-canceling  turn  signals  that  turn  off  at 


just  the  right  time,  easy-to-read  gauges 
bathed  in  a  gentle  red  light,  digital  gear 
readout,  and  cht>ke  knob  convenientiv 
positioned  at  the  steering  head  all  lend  an 
air  of  luxury  to  the  L. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  riding  the  CiSKMX), 
esen  the  L.  is  a  pleasurable  experience. 
Using  both  hands  (one  for  the  clutch  be- 
cau.se  of  the  interlock,  the  other  for  the 
starter  button),  the  I.  starts  easily.  It's 
slightly  cold  blooded,  enough  to  be  notice- 
able, but  not  nearly  so  .sensitive  as  the 
GS850  or  GS750.  It  snicks  into  gear  easily, 
there's  enough  low -end  pow  er  to  get  under 
way  without  trauma,  and  the  clutch  takes 
hold  smoothly  and  positively.  At  low 
speeds  the  short  mufflers  let  a  pleasantly 
hushed  lu>wl  escape.  Iwist  the  right  grip 
harder  and  the  how  I  turns  into  a  scream  as 
the  Su/uki  rockets  away.  If  the  power  band  > 


Short,  fat  gas  tank  on  the  L  holds  only  4  gal.,  one  gal.  less  than  stock 
tank. 


Severely  stepped  seat  on  the  L  has  inadequate  padding  for  the  r;Vv 
but  is  nearly  2  In.  lower  than  the  stock  seat. 


were  more  pronounced,  like  the  smaller 
Suzukis,  the  thousand  would  be  a  Jckyll/ 
Hyde  bike.  But  the  transition  is  so  smooth 
there  is  little  cause  for  alarm.  The 
GSIOOOL  doesn't  coerce  a  rider  into  dem- 
onstrations of  speed,  it  allows  the  rider  to 
go  as  fast  as  he  wants. 

Suzuki  has  quit  listing  horsepower  or 
torque  figures  for  its  bikes,  but  the  1979 
1000  engine  is  identical  to  last  year's  en- 
gine which  was  listed  at  83  bhp  at  8000 
rpm  and  58  ft.  lb.  of  torque  at  6500  rpm. 
This  year's  test  bike,  however,  made  a 


fastest  quarter  mile  run  of  12.48  sec.  at 
107.39  mph  w  hile  last  year's  bike  did  1 1.83 
sec.  at  112.07  mph.  This  year's  bike  is 
definitely  less  powerful  than  last  year's 
bike,  but  it's  still  one  of  the  fastest  motor- 
cycles on  the  road. 

When  it  comes  time  to  stop,  the 
GSIOOOL  is  just  as  capable.  The  brake 
calipers  on  the  twin  front  discs  appeared 
different  from  the  GSIOOOE.  even  though 
both  are  supposed  to  share  identical 
brakes.  Turns  out  there  are  two  different 
suppliers  of  the  brake  calipers,  both  have 


the  same  performance  specifications, 
the  e.xierior  appearance  is  slightl\  difl 
ent.  There  has  been  a  slight  change  to  < 
brake  pad  material  in  this  year's  Suzi.' 
Technical  spokesmen  for  Suzuki  say 
new  pads  were  a  general  improvemen  r 
pad  composition  designed  to  red  I 
.squeal  and  improve  wet-weather  braLJ 
ability. 

That  last  change,  improved  wet  brakii. 
is  most  noticeable  on  the  new  L.  Previ-i 
Suzukis,  like  other  disc-braked  J.ipann 
motorcycles,  lost  braking  power  when 


Longer  leading-axle  forks  force  speedometer  drive  cable  to  wrap 
under  the  fork.  New  brake  pads  on  1979  Suzukis  improve  wet 
weather  braking  ability. 
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Softer  springs  are  used  in  the  L's  leading-axle  forks.  Damping  is  > 
40  percent  as  firm  as  on  stock  GS1000. 

Detail  photos  by  Steve  Kini 
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3/-/  mufflers  on  the  L  emit  slightly  more  noise  than  the  standard  mufflers,  but  aren't 

isocial. 


udes  the  four  fuses  for  regular  electrical  components,  the  L,  like  all  big  Suzukis,  has  an 
iliary  fuse  for  optional  equipment. 


Stic  panels  in  front  of  gas  tank  hide  frame  tubes. 


Convenience  is  enhanced  with  steering 
head-mounted  choke  knob,  steering  lock 
incorporated  with  ignition  lock,  digital  gear 
indicator  and  a  fuel  gauge. 

brakes  were  wet.  requiring  riders  to  con- 
stantly ride  the  brakes  in  wet  weather  to 
keep  them  working  or  to  forget  about 
stopping  in  the  wet.  The  new  pad  material 
appears  to  have  eliminated  the  problem, 
plus  the  braking  power  and  control  of  the 
brakes  is  first  cla.ss. 

No  doubt  about  it.  the  GSIOOO  is  a 
superlative  motorcycle  in  any  configura- 
tion. At  $500  more  than  the  standard 
GSIOOO,  the  L  had  better  offer  more  than 
the  standard  bike.  At  a  suggested  retail 
price  (as  of  this  writing)  of  $3669.  the  L  is 
also  $1 10  more  than  the  GSIOOOE  which 
has  the  same  cast  alloy  wheels  and  triple 
disc  brakes.  The  difference  is  style.  Style  is 
tough  to  evaluate,  because  everyone  has 
their  own  style.  But  there  are  strong  points 
and  weak  points  to  the  L's  style:  the  gas 
tank  is  too  fat;  the  little  plastic  cover  plates 
over  the  frame  tubes  in  front  of  the  gas 
tank  look  tacky;  the  overall  quality  of 
finish  is  excellent. 

Suzuki  is  banking  on  a  continued  de- 
mand for  customized  motorcycles.  The 
demand  was  enough  to  boost  Yamaha's 
market  penetration  significantly  last  year, 
but  unless  the  semi-chopper  fad  grows 
enormously,  the  semi-chopper  market  is 
going  to  be  spread  thin  by  all  the  Yamaha 
Special-imitators.  Now  that  all  the  Jap- 
anese manufacturers  offer  quasi-Sports- 
ters,  no  company  will  be  losing  or  gaining 
a  share  of  the  market,  just  retaining  what 
they  already  have. 

It  doesn't  matter  that  the  GS  lOOOL  is  no 
better  motorcycle  than  the  GSIOOO.  Long- 
er. Lower  and  Wider  has  always  worked. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $3669 

Engine   dohc  Four 

Bore  X  stroke  70  x  64.8mm 

Piston  displacement  997cc 

Compression  ratio  9.2:1 

Carburetion  (4)  26mm 

Mikuni 

Air  filtration       treated  paper 

Ignition  battery/points 

Claimed  power  na 

Claimed  torque  na 

Lubrication  system  wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  3.6  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  4.0  gal. 

Recommended  fuel  low-lead 

Starting  system  electric 

Alternator  12v200w 

Headlight  60/55w  halogen 

Clutch   multi-disc,  wet 

Primary  drive  helical  gear 

Final  drive  #630  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall:1 

5th  4.78 

4th  5.59 

3rd   6.86 

2nd  8.84 

1st  :  12.43 

Front 

suspension  telescopic  fork 

travel   6.3  in. 

Rear 

suspension  adjustable 

damping  swing  arm 

travel  4.1  in. 

Front  tire  IRC 

3.50V-19  GS-11  AW 

Rear  tire  IRC 

4.50V-17  GS-11  AW 

Front  brake  dual  11 -in.  disc 

Rear  brake  11 -in.  disc 

Total  brake  swept 

area  297.6  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 

rider)  2.34  Ib./sq.in. 

Wheelbase   60.5  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  29° 

Trail  4.4  in. 

Handlebar  width  28.5  in. 

Seat  height  31  in. 

Seat  width   12  in. 

Footpeg  height  13.3  in. 

Ground  clearance  6  in. 

Test  weight 

(w/half-tank  fuel)  536  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent   46.3/53.7 

Gross  vehicle  weight 

rating   968  lb. 

Load  capacity   432  lb. 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph   3785  rpm 

Power/weight  ratio 

(160-lb.  rider)   na 

Fuel  consumption    .  43.6  mpg 

Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated  .  .27  mph 
60  mph  indicated   .  56  mph 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  31  ft. 

from  60  mph  133  ft. 

Standing  start  '/4-mile  12.48 
sec.  @  107.39  mph 

Speed  after  Vi  mile    122  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st  55  mph 

2nd   77  mph 

3rd  99  mph 

4th  122  mph 

5th  142  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30  1.61  sec. 

0-40   2.36  sec. 

0-50   3.04  sec. 

0-60  4.13  sec. 

0-70   5.05  sec. 

0-80   6.32  sec. 

0-90  8.01  sec. 

0-100  10.16  sec. 


60"  — 


48' — 


36"  — 


24" 


12" 


Cl 


'J 


Come  to  Marlboro  Country. 

I  k  II 


Marlboro  Red  or  Longhorn  lOO's— 
you  get  a  lot  to  like. 


Sil 


Kings:  17  mg"lar; '1.0  mgnicoiine- 
1 0O's:  1 8  mg"tar;'1 .1  mg  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette,  FTC  Report  May'78, 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined!: 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. . 


■  Middle  children 
have  it  tough.  The 
biggest  kid  in  the 
family  gets  the  head- 
lines and  is  instantly 
appointed  the  leader. 
All  the  good  stuff  be- 
gins at  the  top  and  the 
biggest  has  the  pres- 
tige (and  muscle)  to 
keep  the  others  in  line.  The  littlest  arrives 
with  a  built-in  excuse;  he  may  not  be  able 
to  do  things  as  well,  but  then  he's  the  baby 
of  the  family  and  gets  attention  because 
he's  so  cute. 

In  the  middle,  nothing.  What  can  be 
even  worse  is  when  the  middle  kid  has  a 
cousin  of  the  same  size:  the  kind  of  kid 
who  does  his  homework  and  minds  his 
manners  and  stands  when  his  elders  come 
into  the  room. 

Honda's  XR250  is  in  the  middle,  de- 
fined and  even  limited  by  the  XR500  at 
one  end.  the  XR 1 85  on  the  other  end.  and 
the  XL250S  crowding  in  from  the  side. 

The  500  has  twice  the  displacement  in 
the  .same  package,  the  1 85  has  nearly  equal 
performance  for  less  weight  and  money, 
and  the  XLS  offers  road  legality  with 
nearly  the  .same  off-road  potential.  The 
XR250  isn't  the  biggest,  fastest,  cutest, 
most  nimble,  cheapest  or  most  useful. 

"Don't  make  up  your  mind  yet."  the 
Honda  rep  said  as  we  rolled  the  XR250 
into  our  truck.  "This  thing  is  better  than 
the  numbers.  " 
And  so  it  proved  to  be. 
Comes  to  that,  there's  nothing  much 
wrong  with  the  numbers.  The  XR250  is 
part  of  a  family.  Honda's  250  and  500  four- 
stroke  Singles,  so  it  has  a  single  overhead 
cam  working  four  valves  via  rockers. 
There's  one  intake  port  and  two  exhaust 
ports,  divided  by  a  cooling  passage  and 
— ^ith  two  small  exhaust  pipes  tightly  tucked 
around  the  engitic  and  back  into  a  single 


muffler/spark  arrester.  The  engine  has  a 
double  balancer  system,  one  in  front  of  the 
crank  and  one  aft.  sharing  a  shaft  with  the 
transmission,  the  complete  .system  serving 
to  balance  out  just  about  all  of  the  four- 
stroke  Single's  traditional  shake.  By  gear- 
ing the  primary  drive  so  it  doesn't  multiply 
the  torque  too  much.  Honda  managed  to 
keep  the  five-speed  transmission  compact 
.so  the  complete  drive  package  takes  less 
room  than  all  the  equipment  might  lead 
one  to  expect. 

Each  engine  has  its  own  touches.  For  the 
XR250.  meeting  public  land  regs  rather 
than  street  rules,  this  allows  a  higher  com- 
pression ratio  than  the  XL250.  9.6:1  vs 
9.1:1:  a  less  restrictive  silencer  while  still 
being  as  quiet  a  bike  as  you'll  meet  on  the 
trail,  and  a  30mm  Keihin  carb  jetted  for 
good  response  without  extras,  while  the 
XL250  has  a  28mm  Keihin  jetted  lean  and 
compen.saled  with  an  accelerator  pump. 

The  most  important  change  for  the  XR 
engine  is  the  camshaft,  which  has  longer 
duration  and  moves  peak  power  up  the 
range.  The  XR  peaks  at  9000  rpm.  while 
the  XI. "s  peak  comes  at  7500.  Thus,  there's 
extra  power  and  what  amounts  to  an  ex- 
tended rev  range. 

For  the  playbike  XR.  all  the  above  is  a 
bonus.  The  engine  will  run  fine  on  low  or 
no-lead  gas.  has  no  more  temperamenl 
(rather  less,  actually)  and  develops  more 
power.  24.6  bhp  against  the  XL's  20.2.  The 
250s  and  500s  and  the  two- valve  185  Hon- 
das use  the  kick-linked  compression  limi- 
ter  and  they  all  can  be  started  without 
trouble,  and  without  fear.  This  test  is  the 
fifth  time  we've  used  the  limiter  in  less 
than  a  year  and  we  have  not  had  one  bad 
moment.  Nice  work. 

Full  circle  engineering,  as  has  been 
noted  before,  ties  the  engine  into  the  de- 
sign of  the  frame,  suspension  and  tires. 


The  Middleweight  > 


The  XR250  frame  is  nearly  identical 
the  XLs  and  the  larger  XR.  being  an  opc 
loop,  with  downtube  bolted  to  the  front  i 
the  crankcase  and  the  back  of  the  ca.se 
the  rear  tubes.  The  backbone  al.so  has 
stay  bolted  to  the  cylinder  head.  As  note 
in  earlier  reports,  the  stressed  engine  is 
Honda  favorite,  providing  less  weight  ar 
increased  ground  clearance  because  the 
are  no  frame  tubes  below  the  engin 
Honda  says  there  are  other  advantages.  ; 
the  downtube  being  close  to  the  cngir 
gives  more  room  for  the  23-in.  front  whec 
and  the  balancers  cancel  the  vibratioi 
that  would  otherwise  need  to  be  absorbs 
by  the  frame,  hence  the  frame  can  I 
lighter.  The  stressed  engine  frame  was  use 
on  the  old  Honda  GP  bikes  and  is  us« 
now  for  the  Hawks.  CBX.  CX500.  etc. 

Race-minded  historians  pi)int  out  th, 
the  GP  Hondas  were  not  famous  for  gre, 
and/or  predictable  handling.  But  agai 
Kawasaki's  latest  and  most  advanced  li 
GP  machine  uses  its  engine  as  pari  of  th 
frame,  so  the  question  is  still  open.  | 

In  this  case,  the  XR/XL  famiiv  doi 
have  a  small  and  light  frame,  despite  usit 
mild  steel.  (The  custom  frame  outfits  in  tl 
U.S..  C&J  for  instance,  build  replica  X 
frames  with  chrome-moly  steel  that  weij 
half  as  much.) 

The  XR  fi>rks  are  oil  and  spring,  tl 
usual  stanchion  tube-damper  rod-slid 
arrangement.  The  leading  axle  forks  see 
to  have  been  used  more  ti>  put  the  mass 
the  A>rks  closer  ti>  the  steering  hcail.  as  tl 
tubes  extend  only  about  an  inch  bclim  tl 
axle.  There  is  no  extra  travel  or  cngag 
ment  and  while  the  axle  and  steering  he; 
clamps  are  beefy,  the  stanchion  tubes  ai 
only  35  mm  in  diameter. 

Rear  shocks  are  long,  oil-damped  ai 


Setter  On  Ttie  Trail  Than  It  Is  On  The  Spec  Chart 


ogen-charged.  but  again,  no  wizard 
flf.  The  shocks  mount  all  the  way  back. 
)ve  the  rear  axle,  which  works  well  in 
ns  ofgiving  long  shock  body  travel  and 
;ful  control,  but  doesn't  give  as  much 
;el  travel  for  shock  travel  as  would  a 
Aard  mounting.  Springs  are  single  rate, 
lough  the  mounting  angle  means  the 
Lial  rate  decreases  with  compression, 
ire  are  three  positions  for  spring  load- 
.  set  so  close  together  as  to  make  the 
ings  not  much  different.  Wheel  travel  is 
in.  front.  7.8  in.  rear,  same  as  the 
500  and  an  inch  or  so  more  than  the 
250.  The  extra  travel  lifts  the  XR  an 
In  higher,  making  the  whcelbase  almost 
inch  more  than  the  XL.  althiiugh  the 
lition  isn"t  noticeable, 
ires  are  IKmda-dcsigned  daw  pattern, 
h  tread  and  sidevvall  designed  so  the 
)bs  tk'x  and  grip  the  surface.  The  .XRs 
le  with  the  enduro  tire:  six  plies  and  an 
a  row  of  knobs  on  the  sides,  w  hile  the 
tocross  Claws  are  four-ply  and  the 
il  purpose  Claws  are  much  milder  in 
tern.  I  iie  front  w  heel  is  a  23-incher  as 
nda  designers  believe  the  belter  angle 
attack  and  long,  thin  ft)otprinl  more 
n  makes  up  for  the  extra  re>istance  of 
long  tread  under  some  circumstances, 
here's  a  full  complement  of  enduro 
lipmcnt.  as  the  ad  men  sav.  in  this  (and 
il)  cases  meaning  a  small  headlight  and 
light,  powered  by  the  alternator  only. 
.'  headliszhi  is  surrounded  bv  a  number 


molded  plastic  shell  attached  to  the  rear 
fender  The  tool  roll  comes  with  the  nor- 
mal pot-metal  wrenches,  plus  there's  an 
extra  socket  for  the  recessed  alien-head 
fork  caps.  The  roll  is  held-not  as  firmly  as 
we'd  like— by  a  strap  and  D-ring.s.  which  is 
at  least  easier  to  loosen  than  rubber  straps. 
The  aluminum  skid  plate  is  shaped  to  tuck 
closely  to  the  front  of  the  engine.  The  shift 
and  brake  levers  protrude  beyond  the 
plate,  but  have  folding  tips.  The  rear  axle 
has  a  permanent  tommy  bar.  the  better  to 
haul  the  axle  out  and  free  the  wheel  for  tire 
changes,  but  because  the  axle  nut  is  fixed 
w  ith  a  cotter  pin  and  the  chain  is  tensioned 
bv  the  normal  push  bolts  with  lock  nuts, 
tire  changing  isn't  \er\  quick.  The  onl\ 
instrument  is  a  speedometer  with  trip 
odometer,  which  has  a  nice  large  re-wind 
knob  but  does  not  have  instant  re-set. 
I  enders  are  long.  s(^>  the\  don't  ha\c  much 
stvle  but  thev  w  ill  keep  mud  off  the  engine 
and  the  rider's  back.  The  chain  tensioner 
can  fairlv  be  described  as  long  tra\el  and 
v\e  were  glad  to  see  the  choke  mounted 
on  the  top  triple  clamp  and 
the  w  ide  tank 


neck,  the  better  to  watch  fuel  level  while 
topping  up.  We  also  must  be  getting  used 
to  Honda's  tank  styling,  as  nobody  men- 
tioned that  on  this  visit  and  it  used  to  look, 
uh.  different. 

Before  we  don 'i  judge  by  the  numbers, 
there  are  two  sets  of  numbers  which  come 
close  to  show  ing  w  hy  this  bike  works  better 
than  its  family  position  would  hint  at. 

One.  with  half  a  tank  the  XR250 
weighed  268  lb.,  the  XL250  weighed  278 
lb.  and  the  XR500 
weighed  288  lb.> 


The  street  equipment  thus  adds  10  lb. 
while  subtracting  four  bhp.  And  the 
XR250  has  the  same  basic  frame  and 
suspension,  tank,  lights  and  such  as  the 
XRSOO.  so  the  larger  engine  adds  20  lb.  to 
the  complete  package. 

Two.  the  gearing  of  each  model  has  been 
set  with  a  keen  eye  towards  each  machine's 
engine  and  u.se.  The  internal  ratios  and 
primary  drive  and  sprockets  have  been 
done  so  that  the  XR250  has  a  final  drive 
ratio,  engine  speed  to  rear  wheel  speed,  of 
9.03:1  in  top  gear  and  28.1 1: 1  in  1st.  The 
XL's  ratios  are  8.10:1  and  25.21: 1,  and  the 
XR500  has  7.22:1  and  20.10:1. 

On  the  chart,  those  are  just  numbers.  In 
the  woods,  they  are  lucky  numbers. 

A  man  who  studies  motorcycles  for  a 
living  gave  us  a  new  insight  recently: 
Honda  does  not  build  models  to  compete 
with  the  other  makes.  Motocro.ss  clas.ses 
aside.  Honda  never  comes  out  with  what 
the  others  have.  Honda  instead  builds 
what  they  believe  the  bike  nut  wants. 

The  XR250  isn't  a  direct  competitor  to 
the  Yamaha  IT250  or  Suzuki  PE250.  not 
exactly.  The  XR  offers  a  different  sort  of 
250cc  fun  in  the  dirt. 

If  the  XR250  had  a  motto,  it  would  be 
"Not  To  Worry." 

The  engine  doesn't  always  fire  on  the 
first  kick,  although  it  improved  after  the 
first  few  hundred  miles.  What  the  XR  does 
instead  is  always  start  within  three  kicks  or 
five  when  cold  (full  choke,  no  throttle),  or 
one  or  two  kicks  when  warm  (slight  throt- 
tle, no  choke).  No  leaping,  no  kicking 
back,  no  flinching  from  the  dreaded 
backfire. 

Quiet?  It's  hard  to  explain  how  quiet. 
Unlikely  though  this  sound.s.  when  the  XR 
rider  is  parked  within  a  pack  of  other  dirt 
bikes,  two-stroke  or  four,  thumping  and 
popping  as  usual,  he  can't  tell  if  the  XR  is 
running  without  squeezing  the  grips  in  a 
search  for  vibration.  We  loaned  the  XR  to 
a  two-stroke  man.  He  fired  it  first  kick  then 
kicked  it  twice  more  because  he  didn't 


know  the  XR  was  already  idling.  Yes.  Saw 
it  with  our  own  eyes. 

Smooth?  Again,  nearly  impossible  to  do 
the  engine  justice.  Somewhere  between  the 
average  Twin  and  the  average  Four,  that  is, 
much  smoother  than  any  un-counter-bal- 
anced  Single  of  our  experience.  The  bal- 
ancers may  be  there  for  the  frame,  but  they 
also  serve  the  rider.  The  engine's  smooth- 
ness is  so.  well,  smooth,  that  it  goes  un- 
noticed until  the  next  ride  on  a  previous 
Honda  or  rival  four-stroke  Single.  Terrific. 


XR  tires  are  the  Honda-designed  Claws,  with 
extra  plies  and  knobs,  with  23-in.  diameter  in 
front. 


Leading  axle  forks  don't  offer  extraordinary 
travel  but  work  well.  Small  brake  is  effective. 


What  you  get  in  working  ability  com< 
as  a  nice  fat  power  curve  rather  than  a  hig 
output  motor.  The  XR  will  outperform  th 
XL  and  some  of  the  milder  two-strol 
250s.  while  losing  drag  races  to  the  cla. 
rockets,  the  IT250  and  Can-Am  Qualifit 
250.  In  exchange,  the  XR's  power  is  alwa^ 
on  tap.  Instant  response  and  a  wide  rang 
Tractor  at  idle  and  a  respectable  turn  < 
speed  in  top  gear. 

Here's  where  those  gearing  numbers  p£ 
off.  The  XR250  and  XL250  have  wid. 
gear  ratios.  1st  to  5th.  than  does  th 
XR500.  And  the  smaller  engines  rev  high< 
and  are  geared  so  they  can  rev  higher.  Th 
XR250  does  8.56  mph  per  1000  rpm  in  tc^ 
gear.  The  XL  does  9.55  per.  and  the  XR5( 
does  10.71. 

Now.  Multiply  the  mph  per  thou  lim 
each  bike's  rated  peak  power. 

XR250.  theoretical  top  speed,  77  mpl 

XL250.  ditto.  71.6  mph. 

XR500.  ditto.  69.6  mph. 

How  'bout  that.  In  real  life,  it  isn't  th 
ea.sy.  The  XR250  showed  us  75  on  a  fl; 
hard  dirt  road  and  80  with  the  rider  tucki 
in  and  drafting  a  modified  500.  The  XL2 
will  wind  past  peak,  and  so  will  the  XR5C 
The  XR250  is  faster  than  its  polite  cous 
but  can't  out-run  the  500.  And  the  500  w 
out-grunt,  out-climb  and  out-accelera 
the  250.  You  do  get  something  for  your 
bhp.  What  the  500  is  not,  is  twice  t 
engine  the  250  is. 

Back  in  class,  having  the  power  mat 
the  gearing  means  at  first,  the  XR  seems 
need  one  more  gear.  It's  revving  its  lit 
heart  out  while  the  rival  two-stroke  25 
are  a  long  way  from  peak.  But  in  the  sar 
the  XR  will  keep  on  pulling  while  t 
peakier  250s  won't. 

The  clutch  works  beautifully  and  t 
shifter  is  light,  perhaps  too  light  as  the  > 
occasionally  found  itself  in  neutral,  son 
limes  in  the  normal  place  and  sometirr 
between  2nd  and  3rd.  or  3rd  and  4th.  ^ 
figured  the  lever  was  too  low.  so  we  mov 
it  up  one  notch.  Worse.  The  raised  le^ 
needed  more  toe  pressure  to  be  sure  i 
gears  were  engaged.  Back  the  lever  wt 
and  the  rider  learned  after  a  few  hours 
be  sure  and  shift  firmly.  If  there  is  u  bens 
here,  it's  that  when  you're  caught  by  s 
prise,  when  you  jam  on  the  brakes  a 
then  need  another  gear  to  pull  you  out.  i 
XR  can  be  downshifted  without  use  of  i 
clutch. 

The  powerplant  does  have  some  limi 
tions.  Note  first  that  the  stock  XR  camsh 
would  in  other  applications  be  the  hop- 
kit  cam.  Getting  the  stock  25  bhp  requii 
.some  pre-modification,  so  to  speak, 
gearing  the  engine  to  rev  high,  thei 
adequate  performance  for  most  uses.  I 
this  isn't  a  light  bike  and  there  is  no  surp 
of  power.  In  the  first  two  gears  the  fr 
wheel  can  be  yanked  up  for  obstac 
given  some  warning.  In  the  upper  thret 
can't  be  done,  which  places  a  certain  li; 
on  getting  out  of  trouble  at  speed. 
Honda  is  offering  sports  kits  for  the 
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[»  and  500  XRs.  The  185  and  500  are  as 
qpecied:  high-compression  piston,  re- 
ound  cam.  new  airbox  and  pipe.  etc. 
[The  250  equipment  is  more  complete. 
;  mentioned,  the  250  already  has  a  hoi 
ttn.  I  he  parts  list  includes  a  high-com- 
session  piston,  two  sizes  of  over-bore  (to 
'!5  and  262  cc)  a  new  crank,  connecting 
Ld  and  balancers,  ported  and  polished 
liad  with  larger  valves,  new  airbox.  larger 
rb  and  less  restrictive  exhaust  pipe.  .W- 
ough  Honda  R&D  would  sort  of  like  the 
8:s  to  be  used  as  a  group.  Honda's  men 
ire  are  quick  to  point  out  that  you  will  be 
lie  ti>  buy  the  parts  as  subkits.  usel'ul 
jcau.se  the  price  of  the  complete  250  kit 
III  be  as  high  as  you'd  expect  from  the  list. 
ilMore  to  the  point  of  this  test,  the  250  kit 
i»o  complete  because  it  needs  more  than 
s  185  or  500  need.  The  185  is  close  to  the 
:;o-strokes  in  power  now.  The  500  can 
iiickly  be  tuned  to  deliver  all  the  power  a 
Trmal  rider  can  use. 


The  250s  are  tough.  1  he  1T250  for  in- 
stance will  run  with  motocrossers.  Thus 
the  XR250  needs  lots  of  work  before  it  can 
challenge  the  l  is  and  K  IMs. 

The  XR's  suspension  works  best  in  the 
middle.  The  shocks  and  springs  are  nice 
and  .soft  at  low  speed,  although  the  forks 
don't  ct>mplN  lo  stutter  bumps  or  small 
stones,  due  to  high  sliction  and  too  much 
compression  damping  on  small,  sharp 
jolts. 

I  rom  touring  to  brisk,  the  XR  works 
tine.  The  rates  fore  and  aft  are  perfect  for 
the  average  si/e  rider,  going  with  the  pack. 
Wheel  travel  is  enough  lor  most  condi- 
tions, although  naturally  the  XR  will  bot- 
tom on  dips  or  steps  that  taller  and  lighter 
machines  take  in  their  stride.  Fair  trade,  as 
the  XR  is  low  enough  for  an 
occasional  dab  as  you  come 
through  the  rocks,  and  for 
some  serious  sliding. 


Bounding  through  the  rough  at  full  chat, 
not  so  good.  The  forks  are  under-damped 
on  rebound  and  top  out  when  climbing 
hills,  rhe  shocks  worked  adequately  w  hen 
new.  but  lost  damping,  especially  on  re- 
bound, as  the  miles  rolled  up.  There  seems 

10  be  a  ratio  of  speed  to  miles  here.  One  of 
our  faster  men  reported  the  shocks  on  his 
XR  we  had  three,  borrowed  en  masse  for 
an  annual  three-day  ride  in  the  wilder- 
ness were  marginal  after  200  miles.  An- 
other rider,  easier  on  equipment  as  a 
matter  of  practice,  didn't  notice  any  loss  of 
damping  until  400  miles. 

We  suspect  both  weaknesses  can  be 
easily  cured.  1  he  forks  come  with  .ATF 
lluid.  no  air.  and  we  intend  to  try  15-w  fork 

011  and  air  caps.  Several  aftermarket  firms 
are  alreadv  offering  shocks,  so  that  should 

be  no  problem.  V\e  are  surprised  that 
the  production  shocks  wear  this 
quickly.  Pity 


the  factories  sometimes  trim  costs  in  this 
area. 

Handling,  though,  is  more  than  suspen- 
sion and  the  XR's  handUng  is  good.  Much 
of  the  credit  goes  to  the  23-in.  front  tire. 
We've  had  reservations  about  the  idea  and 
we  didn't  Uke  the  thing  one  bit  on  the  125 
motocrosser  tested  last  month.  Here, 
though,  the  long,  thin  footprint  works.  It 
sticks  well  on  rock,  planes  across  the  sand 
and  does  (as  promised)  level  ruts  and 
cross-grain.  Only  real  drawback  is  that  on 
hard-packed  dirt  with  scattered  cover,  the 
front  tire  can  come  loose  instantly.  The 
Claw  isn't  the  perfect  tire,  although  it  does 
work  for  this  application. 

The  XR250  works  well  because  of  the 
combination:  steep  steering  head,  extra 
trail  created  by  the  long  footprint  and  the 
tire  itself. 

Together,  they  make  for  slow  steering. 


and  for  slow  reactions  by  the  bike  to  the 
ground  and  the  rider  to  the  bike. 

It's  a  stable  platform.  Where  the  lighter 
two-strokes  kick  sideways  and  wiggle  un- 
der power,  the  XR  tracks  straight  and 
steady.  The  rear  wheel  doesn't  walk  to  the 
outside.  Next,  the  rider  discovers  he  can 
apply  full  power  and  keep  the  rear  wheel  in 
line.  After  that,  powerslides  can  be 
provoked,  all  in  control.  Rocket  down  into 
the  berm  and  bank  around,  safe  as  houses. 
If  there's  no  berm.  using  the  rear  brake  will 
set  the  suspension,  power  will  get  the  rear 
tire  spinning  and  the  front  tire  slides  just  a 
bit,  slow  enough  for  the  rider  to  balance 
'round  the  turns  in  a  two-wheel  drift. 

Weight  and  power  are  in  balance.  1  he 
XR500,  while  being  faster  and  quicker,  has 
an  unsettling  habit  of  wallowing  on  fast 
turns.  The  weight  and  engine  torque  push 
the  bike  down,  the  tires  let  go  and  the 


Dual  exhaust  ports  let  small  pipes  curve  quickly,  giving  room  for  downtube  and  large  front 
wheel. 


chassis  unloads,  the  tires  bite  again,  pi 
ting  the  500  into  a  series  of  arcs  while  t 
rider  intended  one  smooth  slide. 

The  XR250  has  20  lb.  less  for  the  tii 
and  suspension  to  handle,  and  there's  K 
engine  torque,  so  the  XR250  delivers  o 
smooth  slide  per  turn.  No  average  rid 
ever  felt  closer  to  Jack  Penton  than  he  w 
on  the  XR250. 

Mud  isn't  quite  as  pleasant,  as  the  re- 
tread seems  to  pack  quickly.  Honda's  cla 
are  designed  to  clean  themselves  by  fle 
ing,  so  it  may  be  that  in  mud,  a  tin 
surface,  there's  nothing  for  the  tread  to  fl 
against.  And  the  front  tire  can  make  sict 
ing  heavy  work,  too  slow  even,  in  the  sK 

The  XR  uses  the  same  basic  brakes 
the  XL,  but  while  they  are  a  bit  weak  I 
the  street,  they're  just  right  in  the  di 
Braking  respon.se  is  in  direct  proportior 
effort  and  the  tire  grips  well  enough 


Rear  axle  has  permanent  tommybar  Bra 
lever  is  shielded  by  axle  and  swing  arm. 


Exhaust  pipe  runs  close  to  engine  a 
shields  protect  rider's  leg. 


Shocks  mount  atop  rear  axle,  allowing  lighter  swing  arm.  Chain  has  spring-loaded  tensioner 
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Tool  bag  isn 't  large  enough  for  serious  t 
duro  use  and  the  righthand  snap  quit  afte 
few  days. 

Detail  photos  by  Steve  Kin 


HONDA  XR2SO 


>PECIFiCATIONS 

.ist  price   $1548 

■ork  travel   8.8  in. 

■orl<  stanchion 

tube  diameter  35mm 

^ear  wheel  travel  7.8  in. 

Ire,  front   3.00-23  6  ply 

"ire.  rear  4.60-18  6  ply 

Engine   sohc  Single 

lore  X  stroke  .74  x  57.8mm 
'iston 

displacement  249cc 

Compression  ratio  9.6:1 

Claimed  power  ...  24.6  bhp 
@  9000  rpm 

Claimed  torque   na 

Carburetion  30.5mm 

Keihin 

gnition  CDI 

.ubrication 

system   wet  sump 

'rimary 

drive  straight-cut  gear 
Sear  ratios,  overall :1 

5th  9.03 

4th  11.15 

3rd  13.80 

2nd   18.57 

1st  28.11 

)ll  capacity  2.1  qt. 

■uel  capacity  2.6  gal. 

■uel  tank  material   steel 

>wing  arm  material  .  steel 

Jtarter   primary  kick 

\\t  filtration  oiled  foam 

■rame  material  steel 

>IMENSIONS 

Vheelbase  55.5  in. 

Seat  height   34.5  in. 

>eat  width   7.5  in. 

>eat  length   23.5  in. 


Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center  17.5  in. 

Handlebar  width    .33.0  in. 

Footpeg  height   14.0  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top   21.0  in. 

Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center   6.0  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.25  in. 

Swing  arm 

length  17.87  in. 

Swing  arm  pivot 

to  drive  sprocket 

center  3.5  in. 


Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size  3.37  in. 

Ground  clearance  .11.0  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  28.5° 

Trail  5.4  in. 

Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel   268  lbs. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  44/56 


FEATURES 


Fork  adjustable 
with  air?  


no 


Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable?  .. no 
Rear  shocks 

rebuildable?  no 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?  yes 

Does  owner's  manual 

show  how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?   no 

Does  pipe  burn 

rider?  no 

Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable?  ...  yes 


>w  lots  of  pressure. 

Ml  the  controls  work  fine,  and  most  of 
riders  liked  the  bars,  grips,  bar-peg- 
t  relationship  and  the  seat  itself, 
fwo  drawbacks  concerning  equipment, 
e  plastic  tray  with  fabric  cover,  Honda's 
sion  of  a  tool  bag,  lost  its  righthand 
ip  after  a  few  hours.  The  same  thing 
ipened  to  the  XR50G.  And  the  bag  itself 
t  large  enough  for  serious  work,  as  in 
rying  tools,  spares,  trail  mix,  etc. 
!econd,  the  little  headlight  isn't  ade- 
ite  for  finding  your  way  home  in  the 
k.  About  15  mph  is  all  it  will  allow,  and 
1  an  IT250  not  caught  up  with  our  man 
the  trail  after  sundown,  likely  he'd  still 
out  there.  Okay,  the  lights  are  usually 
y  fitted  because  the  rules  require  them, 
people  do  get  caught  by  time  and  the 
i\  enduro  models.  Yamaha  especially, 
offer  better  lights, 
ind  of  criticism. 


The  XR250  is  not  a  direct  rival  to  the 
Yamaha  IT,  Suzuki  PE  and  the  KTMs, 
Maicos.  Husqvarnas.  Bultacos  et  al.  Al- 
though a  good  rider  can  win  class  in  a  club 
enduro,  serious  competition  will  take  a  lot 


Brake  lever  (and  shift  lever  on  left  side) 
extends  beyond  skid  plate,  but  has  folding 
tip.  Linkage  inboard  of  start  lever  connects 
with  compression  limiter  in  cylinder  head. 


of  work,  and  the  XR  probably  can't  be 
given  the  power  or  the  light  weight  of  the 
ISDT-style  bikes. 

No  matter.  The  XR250  is  fun.  Its  prime 
virtue  is  simply  that  you  never  have  to 
worry  about,  or  allow  for.  the  bike.  Instead, 
you  can  concentrate  on  your  riding  or  the 
scenery  or  whatever  it  is  gets  you  out  in  the 
woods. 

One  of  our  better  riders  did  500  miles  in 
three  days  on  the  XR250.  and  came  back 
astonished.  He'd  learned  more  in  those 
three  days  than  he'd  learned  during  the 
previous  three  years,  on  bikes  with  far 
more  impressive  specifications. 

The  XR250  is  the  perfect  learner's  bike. 

Not  just  a  beginner's  bike.  Not  just  for 
beginners. 

A  learner's  bike.  No  matter  how  good 
you  are.  if  you're  still  learning,  if  you  want 
a  bike  that's  working  for  you  every  inch  of 
the  way,  the  XR250  is  it.'  Q 
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An  Invitation: 
Tell  Us  About  Your  Street  Bike 


CYCLE  WCRLD 
€^WNER  SURVET 


Yoo  WANt4^  HEA?^ 

X  Got  "THE.CW- 
fA\B'=>V  &>KE  II 
TV\e  COUNT! 

MY  HANt)S 


In  every  issue  of  Cycle  World,  we 
report  on  how  various  motorcycles 
perform  when  new.  We  run  them  on 
the  track,  ride  them  on  the  street  and 
through  the  canyons.  Then  we  strip 
them  down  to  reveal  inner  strengths 
and  weaknesses.  But  our  investiga- 
tions can't  tell  us  how  well  a  machine 
will  hold  up  after  the  shine  fades  and 
the  odo  rolls  into  the  thousands.  Even 
long-term  tests  don't  give  a  complete 
answer  because  a  single  test  bike  might 
not  be  representative  of  the  thousands 
coming  off  the  assembly  lines.  For  a 
meaningful  answer,  we  need  a  large 
sample. 

So  Cycle  World  is  inaugurating  a 
series  of  Owner's  Surveys. 

If  you've  been  looking  for  a  chance 
to  tell  the  world  about  your  100,000 
trouble-free  miles  or  if  you  want  to 
warn  others  about  the  two-wheeled 
monster  that  ate  your  bank  account, 
here's  your  chance.  Tell  us.  If  you  own 
one  of  the  models  listed  on  the  survey 
form,  we  want  to  know  all  about  it. 

whether  it's  good,  bad  or  just  average. 

And  we'll  print  the  results,  no  matter 

who  gets  upset. 
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But  before  you  reach  for  your  pen- 
cil, a  few  explanations  and  ground 
rules.  To  keep  this  project  within  man- 
ageable limits,  we  had  to  restrict  the 
number  of  models  surveyed.  Our  se- 
lections were  based  on  a  single  guide- 
line—significant motorcycles  that  are 
still  in  production.  That  leaves  out 
many  favorites  including  time-hon- 
ored standards  such  as  the  Honda  CB/ 
CL/SL  350  and  any  number  of  im- 
pressive machines  too  new  on  the 
scene  for  their  durability  to  be  as- 
sessed. We've  also  limited  this  first 
survey  to  street  bikes.  This  should 
make  it  easier  for  us  to  evaluate  miles 
ridden,  fuel  economy,  maintenance  re- 
quired, etc.  If  you  ride  a  dirt  bike  or  a 
model  not  listed  on  the  survey  form, 
have  patience.  There  will  be  other 
surveys  and  they  will  undoubtedly 
cover  different  ground  than  this  one. 

Our  first  questions  deal  with  the 
number  of  miles  on  the  motorcycle,  an 
all-important  quantity  in  any  discus- 
sion of  reliability.  We'd  also  like  to 
know  the  mileage  when  any  break- 
downs occurred.  This  will  tell  us  about 
durability.  If  any  patterns  emerge  of 


certain  parts  breaking  after  so  mai 
miles,  owners  of  that  model  will 
able  to  replace  the  appropriate  coi 
ponents  before  they  are  likely  to  brci 

Many  of  our  questions  require  mo 
than  a  simple,  multiple-choice  a 
swer;  What  are  its  special  problem 
What  would  you  change?  Why  won 
(or  wouldn't)  you  buy  another?  Qui 
tions  like  these  tell  us  the  pleasui 
and  pitfalls  of  owning  a  certain  mod 
its  possibilities,  its  limitations,  and  e 
able  the  prospective  buyer  to  dcci 
"Would  I  want  to  own  one?"  You  m 
have  more  answers  than  we  have  qut 
tions.  Great.  Put  any  additional  coi 
ments,  hints,  or  stories  on  anoth 
sheet  of  paper  and  send  them  in  \vi 
the  survey  form. 

When  the  completed  survey  fori 
are  returned  to  us,  your  respons 
won't  be  fed  into  a  computer.  Ea 
one  will  be  read  and  considered.  T 
end  result  will  be  the  distilled  expo 
ence  of  hundreds  (thousands?)  of  ( 
cle  World  readers.  That  should  ma 
interesting  reading. 


Illustration  by  Kim  Wlllii 


CYCLE  WCRLD  SURVEY 


SURVEY  LIST 


BMW,  R60— R100 
Ducati  V-Twrins 
Harley-Davidson  1200 
Honda  Gold  Wing 
Kawasaki  900/ 1 000 


Moto  Guzzi  850/1000 
Suzuki  GS750 
Triumph  750  Bonneville 


Yamaha  XS650 
Yamaha  XS750 


ear,  model  and  engine  size  

lid  you  buy  it  new  or  used?  

low  many  miles  were  on  it  when  you  bought  it?  

low  many  miles  are  on  it  now?  

i/hat  type(s)  of  riding  do  you  use  this  bike  for? 

commuting  and  transportation  touring  pleasure  riding 

acing  (what  type?)   other  

low  hard  do  you  ride? 

very  hard  moderately  hard  average  gentler  than  average 

low  many  miles  do  you  ride  per  year?  

i/hat  is  your  average  fuel  economy?  

10  you  do  your  own  maintenance  and  repairs? 

always  usually  sometimes  never 

low  easy  is  the  bike  to  work  on? 

very  easy  average  difficult 
loes  it  have  any  special  maintenance  problems?  


low  available  are  parts? 

always  available  mostly  available  sometimes  hard  to  find  always  hard  to  find 
\/hat  modifications  have  you  made?  


Vhat  accessories  have  you  added? 


If  the  accessories  you've  added,  which  ones  are  especially  good?  Why?. 


i/hich  accessories  are  unsatisfactory?  Why?. 


10  you  have  any  special  hints  for  riding  or  servicing  this  bike?. 
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How  do  you  rate  your  local  dealer? 
very  good  good 

Why?  


fair 


poor 


very  pooK 


What  repairs  has  the  bike  needed  other  than  routine  maintenance?. 


Has  it  ever  broken  down  or  stranded  you? 
If  yes,  what  broke  and  at  what  mileage?  


Has  your  bike  ever  been  out  of  use  for  want  of  parts?. 

If  yes,  for  how  long?  

What  are  its  best  features?  


What  arfi  its  worst  fftaturfts? 

What  would  vou  chanofi  if  vou  cnuld? 

Would  you  buy  another  of  the  same  brand?  Same  model? 

If  not,  why  not?  


Additional  comments: 
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KAWASAKI 


Don't  let  the  good  plug  pass  you  by. 


Yes,  we're  biased.  But  we  think  the  Hot  "U"  is  the 
most  significant  advance  in  spark  plugs  since  spark 
plugs. 

And  if  you  really  enjoy  motorcycles,  you  shouldn't 
pass  up  a  chance  to  try  it.  The  Hot  "U"  is  available 
for  all  Kawasaki  models.  In  fact,  Kawasaki  uses  the 
Hot  "U"  OS  original  equipment.  So  does  Hondo.  So 
does  Suzuki. 

Over  half  a  million  riders  of  all  makes  of  motor- 


cycles now  use  it,  too.  Because  they've  discovered 
that  the  Hot  "U"'s  tiny,  but  amazing,  U-shaped  groove 
in  the  ground  electrode  delivers  everything  you've 
always  wanted  from  a  plug:  Faster  starting,  better 
acceleration,  better  mileage  and  longer  plug  life. 

So  if  you're  a  Kawasaki  rider,  and  your  bike 
doesn't  hove  the  Hot  "U,"  get  going  to  your  dealer 
and  put  them  in. 

The  good  times  will  only  get  better. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it. Then  we  patented  if. 
(Patent  No.  3,970,885.) 


HOT  "M" 

Nippondiinso 

Nippondenso  of  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  230lh  Street 
Carson  Calitorma 90745 


What  made  the  men  of 

Phi  KappaTheta  run  out  on  the 

social  event  of  the  season? 

The  KZlOOs. 


Some  say  it  was  the  devil's  work. 

Others  say  it  was  a  sorority  pay-off. 

All  anybody  knew  for  sure  was  that  when 
John  Barkworli  and  George  "The  Gorge" 
Pinard  skipped  on  the  annual  toga  party,  they 
took  over  half  the  buffet  and  certain  valuable 
manuscripts  with  them.  And  they  left  on  the 
KZ400  and  KZ400  LTD. 

They're  two  bikes  out  for  a  good  time, 
whether  it's  highway  riding  or  campus  crusin! 
You  can  bet  your  toga  on  that.  The  six-speed 
gearbox  gets  you  a  lot  of  go  from  a  strong 
398cc  4-stroke  single  overhead  cam  engine. 


Stop  at  a  light  and  the  automatic  neutral- 
finder  finds  neutral  on  the  first  try.  And  the 
steering  lock  is  built  right  into  the  ignition 
switch.  So  wise  guys  on  Greek  Row  don't  ride 
off  on  your  good  time  motorcycle. 

The  Gorge  liked  to  get  down  to  basics. 
Food  and  your  basic  KZ400.  Barkworth  was 
more  the  BMOC  type  (Big  Man  On  Campus). 
So  the  KZ400  LTD  was  more  his  type. 

The  KZ400  LTD.  Billy  goat  bars  (almost), 
fat  rear  tire,  aluminum  alloy  wheels  with  a  disc 
up  front.  Big  step  seat  and  a  sinister  black  paint 
job  with  pinstriping.  Oh,et  tu,  Brute? 


Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


YAMAHA  RD400F 

The  Last  Two-Stroke  Sport  Bike  Holds  One  Advantage  Over  Its 

Four-Stroke  Rivals:  It  Wheelies  At  Will. 


■  The  Yamaha 
RD400  is  still  with  us. 
carrying  the  flag  as 
the  largest  two-stroke 
street  bike  now  sold  in 
the  United  States. 
1979  is  the  RD"s 
fourth  year  of  produc- 
tion, and  the  machine 
that  made  its  name  as 
the  slightly  bigger  replacement  for  the 
RD350  finds  itself  in  a  changed  mar- 
ketplace. If  you  wanted  a  fast  lightweight 
motorcycle  in  1974.  you  bought  an  RD350. 
If  you  wanted  enough  cheap  horsepower  to 
embarrass  750cc  riders  with  less-than- 
lightning  reflexes  in  stoplight  CPs  in  1976. 
you  bought  an  RD40U.  Anybody  who 
wanted  to  be  competitive  in  the  400cc 
class-either  Box  Stock  or  Production-at 
1977  club  road  races  had  to  have  a  Yamaha 
350  or  400  of  one  vintage  or  another. 

Times  change.  With  more  and  more 
emphasis  on  clean  air,  riders  became  self- 
conscious  about  leaving  clouds  of  blue 
smoke  behind  at  intersections.  Two-strokes 
became  a  .social  embarrassment.  Writers 
prone  to  prediction  declared  that  in- 
creasingly-strict exhaust  emissions  stan- 
dards would  kill  off  the  two-stroke  street 
bikes.  Motorcycles  would  be  four-strokes, 
heavier,  slower,  less  fun. 

It  didn't  happen  that  way.  The  two- 
strokes  have  given  way  to  four-strokes  be- 
cau.se  most  people  bought  four-strokes. 
That  the  RD400  is  alive  today  is  testimony 
to  its  performance  image.  Yamaha  en- 
gineers have  met  the  stiffer  emissions  stan- 
dards with  typical  cleverness  and  skill, 
making  the  RD400F  cleaner,  quieter  and 
just  as  fast  as  the  earlier  models. 

In  the  meantime,  the  four-strokes  have 
gotten  faster.  The  last  comparably- 
equipped  Honda  Hawk  we  rode  ran  the 
quarter-mile  in  14.08  sec.  at  90.90  mph. 
Our  test  RD400F  did  the  quarter  in  14.18 
sec.  at  91.37  mph.  Honda  Hawks  are  tak- 
ing over  the  410cc  Box  Stock  class  in 
California  club  races,  with  several  Hawk 
pilots  winning  and  placing  in  the  class. 
And  in  American  Federatiort  of  Motorcy- 
clists (AFM)  410cc  Production  (the  equiv- 
alent of  Modified  Production  in  many 
parts  of  the  country).  Cycle  IVorld's  project 
Hawk  has  been  finishing  in  steadily  im- 
proving poiiitions.  from  fourth  in  its  first 
two  races  to  second  in  its  third  event,  with 
more  modifications  to  come.  Clearly,  the 
four-strokes  demanded  by  the  buying  pub- 
lic are  not  the  heavy  slugs  once  predicted 
to  follow  the  demise  of  two-strokes.  The 


RD400F  instead  faces  a  marketplace  dom- 
inated by  highly-competent,  competitive 
400cc  four-strokes. 

Yamaha  tells  us  that  the  RD400F  ap- 
peals to  the  younger  male,  average  age  23, 
who  would  like  a  larger  bike  but  can't 
aflbrd  one.  He's  attracted  by  the  RD's 
sporty  image  and  wants  quick  acceleration 
and  handling.  The  RD400F"s  styling  and 
marketing  are  heavily  keyed  to  the  over- 
whelming success  of  the  TZ250  and  TZ350 
road  racers,  which  explains  the  1979  RD's 
full  name,  the  RD400F  Daytona  Special. 

The  reaction  to  this  cafe-oriented  ma- 
chine is.  as  might  be  expected,  mixed. 
Specials  are  the  hot  sellers,  but  the  laid- 
back,  semi-chopper  Specials  without  the 
"Daytona"  prefix.  The  RD400F  sells  best 
in  areas  on  the  east  coast  and  around  the 
San  Francisco  bay  area  of  northern  Cal- 
ifornia. It  isn't  as  popular  in  middle  Amer- 
ica, nor  in  Southern  California.  The 
machine  is,  in  many  ways,  a  cult  bike, 
which  contributes  to  its  concentrated  areas 
of  popularity  in  a  sea  of  customized  semi- 
choppers  selling  well  across  the  country. 

It  is  no  longer  less  expensive  that  its 
four-stroke  competitors,  selling  for  a  sug- 
gested retail  price  of  $1694.  A  Honda 
Hawk  II  with  comparable  equipment  sells 
for  .SI698.  while  an  economy  Hawk  I  (with 
spoke  wheels,  kick  starter,  drum  front 
brake)  is  onlv  $1498.  Yamaha's  economy- 
model  four-.s'troke  XS400  lists  for  $1559. 


5  ^^ytm 


/Vew  one-piece  head  runs  cooler  and  quiet- 
er Copious  use  of  rubber  fin  dampers  also 
reduces  noise. 


But  the  RD400  remains  relatively  sin 
pie.  The  engine  is  a  398cc  air-cooled  tw< 
stroke  Twin  with  reed-valve  induction  an 
28mm  Mikuhl  carburetors.  It's  oversquar 
with  bore  and  stroke  of  64  x  62mm.  Lubi 
cation  is  provided  by  an  injection  pun: 
which  feeds  oil  into  the  intake  manifolds 
a  rate  determined  by  engine  rpm  (tl 
pump  is  driven  off  the  crankshaft)  ar 
throttle  opening  (the  pump  is  connected 
the  throttle  linkage  by  a  cable).  Helic 
gears  drive  the  wet  clutch,  which  powe 
the  six-speed  transmission. 

Several  significant  changes  have  bet 
made  for  1979,  some  dictated  by  clean-a 
requirerrients,  others  not.  The  RD400F 
fitted  with  a  butterfly  valve  at  each  exhau 
manifold  to  decrease  emissions  during  tl 
deceleration  mode  of  EPA  testing.  By  r 
ducing  emissions  in  that  one  mode,  tl 
overall  score  is  loweitd  enough  for  the  bi 
to  pa.ss  the  overall  test,  yet  performance 
not  significantly  compromi.sed. 

The  valves  are  controlled  by  engine  va 
uum  iand  throttle  opening.  When  the  ca 
buretor  slides  are  raised  less  than  3.3mm 
valve  located  at  the  carburetor  linkaj 
rethaills  closed.  With  that  control  val 
closed,  vacuum  from  the  intake  manifol 
opens  a  dashpot  located  underneath  tl 
carburetors,  behind  the  cylinders.  Th 
dashpot  pulls  butterfly  valves  closed  via  ; 
adjustable  rod  linkage  which  runs  unde 
neath  and  between  the  cylinders  to  tl 
exhaust  valve  assembly. 

When  the  carburetor  slides  are  rais( 
more  than  3.3mm,  the  control  valve  ope 
a  line  leading  from  the  airbox,  dashp 
vacuum  drops,  and  the  butterfly  valv 
spring  open.  The  valves  are  either  op< 
(under  most  cdndltions)  or  closed  (und 
deceleration  and  very  small  throttle  ope 
ings)  and  do  not  hold  at  any  position 
between.  When  the  control  valve  is  ope 
the  line  from  the  airbox  constitutes  a  co 
trolled  air  leak,  which  is  compensated  f 
in  carburetor  jetting.  (A  one-way  valve 
the  intake  manifold  vacuum  lines  prever 
any  reversal  in  the  emissions  system  i 
flow.) 

The  valves  are  effective  because  a  tw 
stroke  is  less  efficient  with  the  throti 
closed,  especially  when  decelerating.  T 
rich  air/fuel  mixture  tends  to  run  rig 
through  the  cylinders  and  out  the  exhai 
without  complete  combustion,  and  tl 
lack  of  compression  braking  effect  allow; 
decelerating  two-stroke  to  coast  with  t 
throttle  shut  for  relatively  long  distanc^ 
That  adds  up  to  lots  of  emissions  durii 
deceleration.  The  butterfly  valves  work 
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Detail  photos  by  John  Uii 


sort  of  potato-up-lhe-exhausl-pipe  prin- 
ple— with  the  exhaust  plugged,  emissions 
en't  a  problem.  In  actual  fact,  it  isn't  that 
amatic.  When  open,  the  exhaust  man- 
)lds  are  1-7/16  in.  diameter,  for  a  com- 
ned  exhaust  area  of  3.25  sq.  in.,  not 
(unting  the  obstruction  caused  bv  the 
■)en  butterfly  valves.  With  the  valves 
Dsed.  exhaust  exits  through  two  quarter- 


throttle  cable  slack  can  be  adjusted  with- 
out requiring  that  the  oil  pump  be 
readjusted. 

The  carburetors  also  feature  vacuum 
take-off  fittings  to  allow  use  of  gauges  in 
balancing  idle  settings. 

Several  changes  were  made  inside  the 
engine  to  meet  emission  standards.  The 
exhaust  port  was  lowered  2mm.  from 


35.5mm  below  the  top  of  the  cylinder  in 
1978  to  37.5mm  below  the  top  of  the 
cylinder  in  1979.  Combustion  chamber 
volume  is  reduced  3cc.  from  26cc  in  1978  to 
23cc  in  1979.  Those  changes  raised  the 
compression,  and  to  keep  c.r.  within  rea- 
sonable bt)unds  Yamaha  engineers  low- 
ered the  piston  dome  height  slightly.  The 
end  result  is  that  the  RD400F  has  a  c.r.  of 


ch  holes  in  each  valve,  for  a  ci)mbined 
.hausi  area  of  0.2  sq.  in.  Il  isn't  a  case  of 
i.il  blockage,  but  it  gets  the  job  done. 

The  carburetors,  while  the  same  size  as 
le  carbs  used  on  earlier  RD4()0s.  are  new 
If  1979.  Overall  jetting  is  leaner,  internal 
r  passageways  are  changed  and  more  air 
leeds  with  pre.ssed-in  jets  have  been 
Ided.  Most  important,  the  slides  are  con- 
i>lled  by  a  mechanical  linkage  similar  to 
le  ones  found  on  modern  multi-cvlinder 
kes.  In  1978.  a  single  cable  ran  from  the 
D's  twist  grip  to  a  junction  box  under- 
.■ath  the  gas  lank,  where  it  ctinnected  to 
ree  other  cables  tine  each  for  the  car- 
.iretor  slides  and  one  for  the  oil  injection 
.imp.  In  1979  a  single  cable  leads  from 
c  twist  grip  to  the  linkage,  making  the 
)nnection  at  the  carburetors.  The  linkage 
leratcs  the  slides  and  should  eliminate 
le  need  for  routine  slide  .sychroni/ation. 

short  cable  runs  from  the  end  of  the 
ikage  to  the  oil  pump,  which  means  that 

ilor  photos  by  Bob  Monkton 


Front  brake  is  very  strong  and  quick-acting. 
It  may  be  too  much  for  timid  riders,  but  then 
the  RD400  is  a  sports  machine,  not  a  com- 
muter special.  Cast  aluminum  alloy  wheels 
are  heavy  but  strong. 


ft. 7:1.  compared  to  6.2:1  for  the  1978 
RD4()0. 

Raising  the  compression  results  in  a 
holler  tlame  and  heller  combustion,  while 
lowering  the  exhaust  port  gives  the  charge 
more  time  to  burn  belbre  being  swept  out 
the  exhaust  system.  A  side  benefit  of  the 
new  pt)rt  timing  and  compression  is  an 
increase  in  mid-range  torque  when  the 
RD400  is  compared  to  earlier  models.  On 
the  other  hand,  those  changes  in  concert 
with  the  leaner  carburetion  make  the 
RD400F  run  hotter  than  its  earlier 
counterparts. 

To  help  make  sure  that  the  extra  heat 
generated  by  the  emissions-controlled  en- 
gine dt>esn't  cause  a  lubrication  failure  or 
seizure,  the  RD400l  's  pistons  have  oil 
retaining  grooves  machined  into  the 
skirts  the  earlier  RD's  had  plain  skirts. 
The  latest  RD  al.so  has  a  one-piece  air- 
scoop-style  cylinder  head  reminiscent  of 
the  "Ram  Air"  heads  .seen  on  the  now- 
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Biggest  change  to  1979  RD400  is  the  addition  of  exhaust  valves  to 
decrease  deceleration  emissions. 


2       YAMAHA  ^ 

On  injection  pump  is  iinned  oy  a  snort  caoie  to  the  carouretor 
linkage— the  oil  pump  output  doesn't  have  to  be  re-set  every  time 
throttle  cable  slack  is  adjusted. 


Relocated  footpeg  mounts  eliminate  old  loops  underneath  and 
around  mufflers,  improving  ground  clearance.  Pegs  fold  and  are 
spring-loaded. 


Instruments  glow  yellow  at  night,  are  always  legible.  Oil  injectio 
tank  level  warning  light  comes  on  whenever  the  bike  is  in  neutrai 


discontinued  Suzuki  two-strokes.  In  addi- 
tion to  better  cooling,  the  one-piece  head 
also  aids  in  noi.se  control— the  solid  top 
.scoop  ties  together  cooling  fins  and  thus 
reduces  the  rattle  common  to  non-linked 
fin  ends.  Similarly,  extensive  rubber 
dampers  inserted  into  the  fins  on  the  side 
of  the  cylinders  reduce  both  engine  operat- 
ing noise  and  fin  rattle. 

An  incidental  change  to  the  1979  piston 
was  the  elimination  of  a  notch  cut  in  the 
bottom  of  the  exhaust  skirt.  That  notch 
helped  reduce  surge  and  bucking  under 
deceleration  for  earlier  model  RDs.  Ya- 
maha engineers  dropped  the  use  of  the 
notch  with  the  adaptation  of  the  lower 
exhaust  port-which  produces  much  the 
same  effect  as  the  notch-and  the  butterfly 
exhaust  valves. 

Other  alterations  to  the  RD  have  no 
relation  to  emissions  output.  New  forks  are 
used  with  stanchion  tube  diameter  in- 
creased for  production  reasons,  not  be- 
cause the  earlier  RDs  suffered  from  a  lack 
of  front-end  rigidity— that  wasn't  a  prob- 
lem. The  1978  RD400's  fork  lubes  were 
34mm,  but  the  1979  RD400F's  fork  tubes 
have  an  outside  diameter  of  35mm.  an  o.d. 
shared  by  several  other  current  Yamaha 
models.  Front  wheel  travel  has  been  in- 
creased to  5.5  in.,  up  0.8  in.  from  the  4.7  in. 
found  on  the  earlier  RD400s,  and  at  28  in. 
from  axle  center  to  tube  top,  the  forks  are  a 
little  longer  as  well.  The  longer  forks  in- 
crease the  wheelba.se  0.7  in.  from  I978's 
51.8  in.  to  I979's  52.5  in.,  but  rake  and  trail 
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stay  constant  at  27.5°  and  4.3  in.  thanks  to 
careful  juggling  with  the  frame.  The  same 
rear  shocks  are  used  this  year,  but  there's 
an  extra  0.060  in.  rear  wheel  travel  (3.6  in. 
this  year  versus  last  year's  3.54  in.)  due  to 
the  upper  shock  mount  being  moved  down 
.060  in.— that  tiny  bit  of  extra  shock 
laydown  angle  produces  the  small  rear 
wheel  travel  increase. 

Both  the  front  and  rear  brakes  have  one- 
piece  stainless  steel  discs  which  weigh  4  lb. 
4  oz..  considerably  less  than  the  1978 
RD400E  di.sc  as.semblies  (which  consisted 
of  stainless  steel  rotors  riveted  to  alumi- 
num carriers,  and  which  weighed  5  lb.  8 
oz.)  The  new  discs  are  the  same  outside 
diameter  (10.5  in.)  but  are  thinner,  5mm 
thick  compared  to  the  older  RD's  7mm. 
and  are  shared  by  the  RD400F  w  ith  several 
other  Yamaha  models.  The  RD's  calipers 
and  caliper  mounts  are  changed  this  year 
also,  again  for  production  reasons. 

The  gas  tank  is  larger  for  1979  as  well, 
holding  4.35  gal.  compared  to  the  earlier 
RD's  3.4  gal. 

Probably  best  of  all,  the  latest  RD  has 
the  footpeg  mounts  routed  above  the 
mufflers,  instead  of  the  previous  mount 
system  of  looping  underneath  and  around. 
With  the  old  setup  the  RD's  biggest  prob- 
lem was  available  cornering  clearance— it 
was  easy  to  ground  the  peg  mounts,  pry 
one  or  both  wheels  off  the  ground,  and 
crash  in  a  shower  of  sparks.  Unfortunately 
for  racing  enthusiasts,  the  mufflers  them- 
selves are  not  raised,  and  as  anyone  who 


has  installed  rearsets  and  racing  tires  on  h 
Production  class  RD  racebike  knows,  i 
not  uncommon  to  drag  the  entire  length 
an  RD  mufliler  through  a  turn.  Groui 
clearance  is  better  than  it  used  to  be.  and 
entirely  adequate  for  sporting  street  use 
only  the  footpeg  tips  and  the  centorsiai 
on  the  left  dragged  during  our  street  tc> 
ing.  But  for  racetrack  use,  cornering  cic.i 
ance  still  needs  improvement,  especial 
considering  that  it's  impossible  to  drag  ai 
part  of  the  Honda  Hawk  exhaust  sysic 
even  when  racing  slicks  are  used. 

Along  with  the  relocated  footpegs.  i 
latest  RD  has  a  lower  seat,  31  in.  versus  t 
earlier  bike's  32.5  in.  seat  height.  The  n 
effect  of  the  changes  is  that  the  RD400  h 
lost  some  of  the  top-heavy,  sitting-on-ili 
top-of-the-world  feel  of  the  earlier  m 
chines.  It  feels  better  and  more  natur 
especially  to  taller  riders. 

The  important  part  of  any— and  al 
changes  is  how  they  translate  into  over; 
function. 

The  RD400  may  have  no  advantage  ov 
its  four-stroke  adversaries  in  terms  of  t 
hard  numbers,  dragstrip  time,  term  it: 
speed  and  so  on.  But  n  feel.s  sportier,  k 
refined,  nervous,  almost  tw  itchy.  In  spite 
the  engine  changes  to  please  the  EPA— i 
net  result  of  which  were  improved  mi 
range  with  a  definite  falling  off  of  power 
7500  rpm— and  in  spite  of  slightly  dilfcrc 
weight  distribution— 44. 1  percent  froi 
55.9  percent  rear  for  1979  versus  43  pcrcc 
front  and  57  percent  rear  in  1978—1 


Cl 


)400  still  wheelies  with  abandon.  It's  the 
ly  400  that  lofts  the  front  wheel  effort- 
sly,  without  even  a  tug  on  the  bars 
:ded. 

In  fact,  it's  difficult  to  leave  a  .stop  light 
any  rate  faster  than  a  car-like  crawl 
haul  bringing  up  the  front  wheel.  For 
)w-offs  who  like  deliberate  wheelstands. 


from  4500  or  5000  rpm  up  to  7500.  but  the 
transition  from  below  4500  to  above  5000 
rpm  isn't  much  of  a  transition  at  all.  First, 
you  have  nothing,  then  you've  got  it  all. 

That's  in  the  lower  gears.  On  the  high- 
way, the  RD  turns  about  5000  rpm  in  sixth 
gear  at  an  indicated  65  mph.  But  to  pass  a 
slower  vehicle  or  accelerate  with  any  kind 


of  authority  the  rider  must  downshift 
twice— bringing  engine  speed  up  to  at  least 
6000  rpm.  Rolling  on  the  throttle  at  5000 
rpm  in  sixth  doesn't  have  much  effect. 

Then  there  is  the  surging.  At  very  small 
throttle  openings,  the  RD  bucks  and  can't 
maintain  a  constant  speed.  It's  noticeable 
at  speeds  of  about  55  to  65mph  in  sixth 


j 


nply  running  up  to  4500  rpm  in  first  and 
ibbing  the  throttle  open  instantly  lifts 
L'  front  end  as  high  as  the  rider  dares, 
lile  doing  the  same  thing  in  second  gear 
d  tugging  on  the  bars  yields  the  same 
iult  with  more  effort. 
It's  pretty  difficult  to  not  feel  sporty 
icn  the  front  wheel  is  hopping  two  feet 
I  the  ground  and  pedestrians  are  staring 
d  pointing.  Perhaps  the  best  part  of  it  all 

the  fact  that  a  rider  so  inclined  can 
icelsland  the  RD400F  across  an  inter- 
ition  and  not  be  travelling  65  mph  he- 
re the  far  crosswalk.  It's  kind  of  like 
Jing  a  1176cc  R.C.  Engineering  Suzuki 
SIOOO,  except  with  less  imminent  danger 

one's  driver's  licen.se.  The  police  may 
)i  appreciate  the  wheelies,  but  at  least 
ev're  less  likely  to  bust  you  for  speeding, 
11. 

The  povverband,  then,  is  more  abrupt 
an  the  powerbands  of  its  four-stroke 
mpetitors.  The  RD  makes  good  power 


Rear  brake  is  touchy,  shocks  acceptable 
when  new. 


gear  on  the  highway,  and  also  around  town 
in  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  gears  at  speeds  of 
35  mph  and  above.  Any  time  the  RD  is 
traveling  at  what  the  rider  wishes  was  a 
steady  state,  constant  rale  with  little  load 
on  the  engine,  the  bike  can't  seem  to  make 
up  its  mind  whether  it  wants  to  accelerate 
or  coast  or  decelerate.  It's  surge,  and  it's  a 
problem  when  as  near  as  we  can  tell  the 
butterfly  valves  are  closed  and  the  potatoes 
are  in  the  pipes.  Open  the  throttle  to 
accelerate,  drag  the  front  brake  to  add  load 
and  compensate  with  more  throttle,  and 
the  bucking  halts.  Maybe  the  1979  RD400 
needs  that  1978  piston  notch  after  all. 

The  RD400F  feels  flighty.  This  is  a 
motorcycle  that  will  —  and  does  — change 
direction  at  the  slightest  input,  whether 
from  the  road  surface,  the  wind,  the  rider's 
hands  upon  the  bars.  It  moves  around  in  its 
lane  at  freeway  speeds,  just  a  little  to  the 
left,  a  little  to  the  right,  requiring  constant 
correction  to  maintain  a  precise  course  > 
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7  9  79  carburetors  are  controlled  by  linkage  and  feature  new  internal  Exhaust  valves  run  either  open  or  closed,  and  are  operated  by 
air  passageways  vi/ith  pressed-in  jets.  vacuum  dashpot  via  an  adjustable  rod. 


Latest  RD  pistons  (right)  have  lower  dome  to  compensate  for  lower 
exhaust  port  height,  oil  retaining  grooves  around  skirt  to  help  pre- 
vent seizure  caused  by  higher  running  temperatures.  Gone  is  the 
1978  exhaust  skirt  cutout  formerly  used  to  help  control  steady- 
state-cruising  surge. 


Because  the  emissions  controls  make  the  latest  RD400  run  hotte 
the  cooler-running,  one-piece  cylinder  head  is  important. 


unless  the  air  is  dead  still  and  the  road 
perfectly  smooth. 

But  what  seems  to  be  nervousness  in  a 
straight  line  at  cruising  speeds  changes  to 
an  incredible  manuevering  capability  both 
in  traffic  and  at  top  speed.  You  want  to 
turn,  here  and  now?  Done.  No  indecision, 
no  waiting.  If  anything,  you've  turned  be- 
fore you  wanted  to  turn.  That  means  you 
can  change  lines  in  a  corner  to  pass  a 
slower  rider  on  the  track,  or  to  dodge  a 
rock  on  the  road,  instantly.  The  RD's 
weight  is  carried  relatively  low.  since  the 
engine  doesn't  have  cams  or  valves  riding 
at  the  top  of  the  engine  mass.  The  rela- 
tively low  center  of  gravity  and  steering 
geometry  combine  to  make  the  bike  steer 
very  quickly. 

The  forks  do  an  admirable  job  of  ab- 

56/CYCLE  WORLD 


sorbing  road  expansion  joints  and  other 
small  jolts,  and  handle  the  big  bumps  as 
well.  But  the  shocks,  even  set  on  the  lowest 
spring  preload,  allow  the  road  to  jar  the 
rider.  They  need  more  compliance  for 
cruising. 

On  twisty  roads,  the  suspension  works. 
The  forks  dive  instantly  with  a  touch  of  the 
almost-too-powerful  front  brake,  but  we've 
come  to  expect  that  of  the  current  crop  of 
compliant-fork  motorcycles.  The  shocks 
do  their  job.  and  the  bike  doesn't  wallow  or 
wobble  when  run  hard.  As  proven  on  the 
racetrack  time  after  time,  what  weaknesses 
the  RD  may  have  at  speed  don't  include 
suspension  and  handling  flaws,  at  least  not 
with  a  .stock  engine. 

The  brakes.  They  are.  in  Yamaha  tradi- 
tion, almost  too  responsive,  too  touchy.  It 


takes  far  less  lever  pressure  to  lock  the  t'n 
wheel-even  at  60  or  65  mph-than  ni 
other  bikes.  The  rear  is  difficult  to  cont 
in  quick  stops,  especially  as  road  spi 
approaches  zero.  But  at  90  or  95  mph 
brakes  are  perfect,  although  the  rear 
again  hard  to  control  at  turn  entrances 
the  speed  drops  to  60  or  so  mph,  1 
brakes  fit  the  character  of  the  machine, 
if  to  .say,  "This  is  a  sport  bike,  and  if 
binders  are  a  bit  touchy  for  the  less-skill 
then  let  'em  buy  an  economy  model  XS' 
with  drum  brakes!" 

The  instruments  are  fine;  well-lit 
night  and  easy  to  read.  The  mirror  imag 
often  blurred,  not  surprising  since  this  t\ 
stroke  Twin  has  a  typical  high-frequei 
vibration.  (It  seems  smoothest  arou 
5500  rpm.  an  indicated  70  mph,  but  do 

Teardown  photos  by  Brian  Ble 
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Meet  the  oil  made 
famous  by  Don  The 
Snake'  Prudhomme. 

CAM2»  Race  Proven. 
I    Any  oil  can  lubricate, 
but  CAM2  20W50  can 
increase  engine  horse- 
power. By  as  much  as  5% 
over  heavier  single  grade 
oils. 

And  CAM2  has  mag- 
nesium-based additive 
chemistry  to  resist  oil 
breakdown  at  high  RPM's 
and  extreme  engine 
temperatures. 

CAM2  Race  Proven. 
Proven  by  Prudhomme 
to  run  tough  in  your  per- 
formance car. 

Just  ask  the  man  for 
Snake  Oil.  He'll  know 
what  you're  talkin'  about. 


Copy  i  It 


tell  the  police  we  said  so).  New  for  1979  are 
Yamaha's  automatic  self-canceling  turn 
signals,  and  judging  by  the  number  of 
riders  we  see  going  straight  with  blinkers 
on,  that's  a  good  thing. 

Also  changed  is  the  headlight  control 
.system.  It  used  to  be  that  the  headlight 
came  on  w  ith  the  engine,  just  like  this  year. 
But  in  1978  simply  unplugging  a  relay  ga\e 
the  rider  control  of"  when  the  headlight  was 
on  and  when  it  was  ofl".  via  a  normal  on/off 
sw  itch  on  the  right  control  module.  That's 
gt)ne  this  year.  Now,  the  relay  trips  the 
headlight  when  the  engine  starts,  as  al- 
ways. But  now  the  headlight  stays  on  even 
if  the  engine  is  turned  off  with  the  kill 
switch  or  stalls,  and  slays  on  until  the 
ignition  key  is  .switched  off.  If  a  rider 
unplugs  the  relay  this  year,  he  gets  no 
headlight  at  all.  engine  on  or  off. 

The  ignition  system  is  the  same,  battery 


and  points  while  the  competitors  are  mov- 
ing to  electronic  systems.  Timing  has  been 
advanced,  again  for  smog  reasons,  from 
2.3mm  BTDC  in  1978  to  2''.4mm  BTDC  in 
1979.  C  hanged  are  the  ratings  of  the  volt- 
age regulator  (up  to  15  amp,  from  4  amp  in 
1978).  the  rectifier  (up  to  15  amp,  from  12 
amp)  and  the  iieadlight  high/low  beams, 
up  to  50/35  from  40/30. 

At  its  core,  the  RD400F  is  a  sports  bike, 
more  than  any  other  Japanese  motorcycle 
given  that  name  by  accident  or  intent.  It 
isn't  as  comfortable  as  its  four-stroke  com- 
petitors, and  to  some  zealots,  sounds 
wrong,  (like  all  two-strokes).  In  terms  of 
performance  numbers,  it  has  no  advantage 
over  the  latest  four-strokes.  It  is  different  in 
feel  and  fact.  It's  a  two-stroke.  It  runs  best 
with  the  throttle  open.  It  wheelies. 

It's  a  scratcher's  bike,  for  getting  really 
great  performance  for  tun  much  money. 


RD400s  have  always  been  good  buys,  ar 
we  know  that  in  at  least  one  manufa 
turer's  case,  that's  still  true.  Bolt  on  son 
of  these  chambers,  he  says,  and  the  tiling 
a  rocket,  exhaust  valve  and  all.  1  or  the  m; 
ready  to  pay  for  porting,  pipes,  and  carl- 
it's  possible  to  get  a  slreetable  RD4()()  in 
the  mid- 1 1-second  bracket  at  the  dragstr 
(with  wheelie  bar). 

Perhaps  the  biggest  appeal  of  the  late 
RD  isn't  what  it  is,  but  what  it  can  becom 
Stripped  of  any  preten.se  of  stockerism  ar 
built  for  serious  road  burning  may 
where  the  RD400  is  meant  to  be. 

It  is  two-stroke  island  in  an  ocean 
four-strokes,  a  cafe  racer  in  a  world 
choppers,  a  cull  function  bike  in  a  univer 
of  styling  fads. 

If  that's  what  vou  want,  then  vou  wa 
an  RU4a0K 


■A 


Corns  rain  or  come  shine. 
It  starts  brighter,  stays  brighter 
than  the  leading  premium  wax. 


New  Simoniz'  Shines  Like  The  Sun 
preinium  car  wax  gives  your  car 
a  shine  that  starts  brighter, 
stays  brighter  than  the  leading 


premium  wax.  And  we  guarantee 
you'll  like  it.  Or  your  money 
back.  From  Simoniz,  come  rain 
or  come  shine. 


Simoniz'  is  a  registered  trade  mark  of  Union  Carbide  Corporation.  270  Park  Avenue.  New  York.  N  Y  10017. 
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PECIFICATIONS 

ist  price  $1694 

ngine  Reed-valve  two-stroke 
Twin 

ore  X  stroke  64  x  62mm 

isplacement   398cc 

ompression  ratio  6.4:1 

arburetion  (2)  28mm 

MikunI 

ir  filtration  dry  foam 

inition  battery/points 

laimed  power  na. 

laimed  torque   29.7  ft. 

lb.  @  6000  rpm 
jbrication  system  .  oil  injection 

il  capacity  1.7  qt. 

jel  capacity  4.4  gal. 

ecommended  fuel  premium 

tarter  primary  kick 

Iternator  12v  240w 

eadlight  50/35w  tungsten 

lutch  multi-disc  wet 

rimary  drive  helical  gear 

nal  drive  #  530  chain 

ear  ratios,  overalhl 

6th  5.55 

5th  6.01 

4th  6.76 

3rd   8.23 

2nd  11.10 

1st  16.05 

ont 

suspension  telescopic  fork 

travel   5.5  in. 

ear  suspension     swing  arm 

travel   3.6  in. 

■ont  tire  3.25S-18 

Yokohama  Y-990 

ear  tire   3.50S-18 

Yokohama  Y-987 
•ont  brake  10.5  in.  disc 

ear  brake  10.5  in.  disc 

}tal  brake  swept 

area  197.8  sq.  in. 

rake  loading  (160-lb. 

rider)  2.67  Ib./sq.  in. 

/heelbase   52.5  in. 

ark  rake  angle  27.5° 

rail  4.3  in. 

andlebar  width  29  in. 

eat  height  31  in. 

eat  width  9.5  in. 

}otpeg  height  11.5  in. 

round  clearance  7.2  in. 

3st  weight 

(w/half-tank  fuel)  372  lb. 
'eight  bias,  front/rear, 

percent   44.1/55.9 

ross  vehicle  weight 

rating   723  lb. 

3ad  capacity   355  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph   4567  rpm 

Power/weight  ratio 
(160-lb.  rider)   na 

Fuel  consumption       44  mpg 

Speedometer  error: 
30  mph  indicated     29  mph 
60  mph  indicated     56  mph 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  37  ft. 

from  60  mph  131  ft. 

Standing  start  %- 
mile   14.1 8  sec.  @  91 .37  mph 

Speed  after  '/2  mile        98  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1  St  39  mph 

2nd  56  mph 

3rd   75  mph 

4th   92  mph 

5th   103  mph 

6th   112  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30   2.07  sec. 

0-40  3.23  sec. 

0-50  4.66  sec. 

0-60   6.22  sec. 

0-70  8.1 5  sec. 

0-80  10.67  sec. 

0-90  13.58  sec. 
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BULTACO 


Sammy  Miller's  1964  Revolution  Just  Gets  Better  Every  Year 


■  Trials  bikes  would 
look  very  different  to- 
day had  not  Francisco 
Xavier  Bulto  in  1964 
invited  Sammy  Miller 
to  spend  a  few  days  at 
the  Bultaco  factory  in 
Barcelona.  The  few 
days  stretched  to  12 
and  at  the  end  of  his 
stay.  Sammy  rolled  the  prototype  Sherpa  T 
out  in  front  of  the  factory  engineers  and 
Senor  Bulto.  The  concept  was  rejected  at 
first  but  after  Sammy  proceeded  to  clean 
sections  his  factory  Ariel  couldn't  even 
attempt,  the  bike  was  adopted.  Sammy 
brought  the  bike  back  to  England  for  its 
first  competitive  trial  and  you  can  imagine 
the  furor  cau.sed  when  he  arrived  with  the 
Bultaco  and  won  his  very  first  outing  on 
the  bike.  Sammy  was  already  a  legend  in 
the  trials  field  and  his  Ariel.  GOV  132.  was 
considered  the  ultimate  trials  machine- 
the  little  Bultaco  just  couldn't  have  been 
more  different. 

The  bike  was  essentially  a  modified 
200cc  ISDT  model  that. Sammy  enlarged 
to  250cc.  He  also  made  some  gearbox 
changes,  changed  the  exhaust  system  and 
added  an  extra  flywheel  to  improve  low 
end  smoothness  and.  as  Sammy  is  prone  to 
do,  experimented  with  carburetion.  The 
changes  by  today's  standards  of  modifica- 
tion were  quite  minor  but  the  machine 
ended  up  dramatically  changing  the  shape 
of  trials  machinery.  During  the  first  year 
Sammy  rode  the  new  Bultaco,  he  won  the 
British  Solo  Championship  and  the  Scot- 
tish Six  Day  as  well.  It  was  the  first  time  a 
two-stroke  had  won  the  event  and  certainly 
the  first  time  a  bike  built  in  a  foreign 
country  had  won. 

Bultaco's  only  lasting  competition  since 
then  has  come  from  the  other  two  Spanish 
trials  bikes,  Montesa  and  Ossa.  The  Jap- 
anese giants  were  in  the  trials  scene  for  a 
while  with  Honda  and  Yamaha  putting 
forth  some  major  efforts  but  when  the 
great  American  trials  boom  failed  to  mate- 
rialize, the  Japanese  phased  out  of  produc- 
tion and  as  we  write  thi.s.  only  Bultacos  and 
Montesas  are  available  to  riders  on  the 
U.S.  west  coast. 

We'd  been  trying  to  obtain  a  new  Sherpa 
T  for  testing  for  some  time  but  to  no  avail 
so  when  the  chance  came  up  to  test  a 
privately  owned  bike  we  quickly  accepted. 

We  hadn't  tested  a  Sherpa  T  for  three 


years  .so  we  read  over  our  last  test  and  were 
amused  to  see  we  had  written  that  we 
didn't  believe  the  bike  could  be  much 
improved.  The  Sherpa  T  was  then,  as  it  is 
now.  a  world  class  trials  mount  that  can  be 
taken  out  of  the  crate  and  ridden  in  inter- 
national competition  events. 

The  Sherpa  T  lost  its  fiberglass  gas  tank 
la.st  year  and  we  found  the  new  matt  finish 
soft  plastic  tank  less  than  appealing. 
Sherpa  Ts  were  always  a  very  pretty  motor- 
cycle but  we  must  admit  owners  did  worry 
about  damaging  their  beautiful  glass 
tanks.  Well,  gone  is  the  worry  about  the 
tank  but  gone  al.so  is  some  of  the  sparkle. 

The  new  tank  holds  only  one  gallon 
which  is  more  than  enough  for  the  loops 
laid  out  in  most  trials  events.  It  can  be 
removed  easily  by  unbolting  the  two  6mm 
seat  bolts  and  one  rubber-grommcted  bolt 
running  through  the  tank  just  behind  the 
steering  head.  Gone  forever  also  is  the 
crossover  tube  once  used  on  the  trials 
tanks.  The  older  Sherpa  tanks  had  to  be 
removed  to  service  the  air  cleaner  and  that 
always  meant  ga.soline  running  down  your 
arm  and  a  me.ss  on  the  shop  floor 

The  air  cleaner  is  now  reached  by  re- 
moving a  right  side  cover  and  pulling  off  a 
rubber  band  that  holds  the  cover  to  the  air- 
box.  The  rubber  band  routine  is  not  one  of 
Bultaco's  better  ideas  for  1979  because 
every  new  Sherpa  T  seems  to  have  the  air 
box  cover  duct-taped  in  place.  The  test 
bike  was  one  of  the  first  25  in  the  country 


Plastic  tank  is  fall-proof,  but  lacks  the  looks 
of  the  older  fiberglass  tank.  Righthand  shift 
lever  is  set  high,  as  some  trials  riders  prefer. 


and  this  may  already  have  been  remedie 
To  Senor  Bulto's  credit,  he  doesn't  wait  f 
the  next  model  year  to  change  items  th 
need  attention  and  each  shipment 
Bultacos  leaving  Barcelona  usually  spo 
some  small  improvements. 

The  only  fiberglass  still  used  on  the  bi 
are  the  panels  on  each  side  of  the  airb 
and  on  our  test  bike  both  panels  we 
already  showing  signs  of  cracks.  Perha 
these  will  be  replaced  with  the  new  sc 
plastic.  We  complained  about  aluminu 
fenders  on  the  Sherpa  T  back  in  1977  ai 
the  new  bike  uses  a  soft  plastic  fender  fro 
and  rear  that  we  tested  to  the  limit  in  a  ve 
muddy  Saddleback  Park— so  muddy 
fact  that  the  park  was  closed  to  the  publ 
After  only  a  few  sections  the  bike  was  ve 
muddy  but  we  remained  unusually  cle; 
for  such  conditions.  Throughout  the  d; 
even  when  we  were  unable  to  see  t 
wheels,  the  bike  never  became  clogg 
with  mud  to  the  extent  we  had  to  stop  ai 
clear  away  the  muck.  Someone  at  Bulta 
has  already  done  mud  testing. 

The  lightweight  aluminum  rims  cor 
mounted  with  the  ilew  Pirelli  MTI3  trii 
tires  that  are  becoming  quite  popular  wi 
the  plonker  set.  The  MTI3  is  a  serio 
trials  tire,  built  and  designed  to  meet  Fl 
rules  and  not  meant  (or  certified)  for  ro 
use.  The  MTI3  (like  the  Dunlop  Trii 
Champion,  which  was  designed  by  t 
same  man)  has  two  plies,  flexible  sidewa 
and  is  supposed  to  extend  its  side  kno 
when  the  center  of  the  tread  is  depressc 
Great  for  off-camber  climbs.  Wc  ca 
speak  for  the  Dunlop  Champion  but  t 
Pirellis  we  tested  certainly  do  the  job  in  t 
mud.  Our  only  real  problem  was  maki 
the  transition  from  mud  to  rock  where  t 
rear  tire  would  slip  at  first  but  then  quick 
clean  itself  and  grab  traction.  We  ran  the 
at  the  normal  trials  tire  pressure  of  5  psi 
the  front  and  4  psi  in  the  rear. 

Walking  up  to  a  1979  Sherpa  T  for  tl 
first  time  the  thing  that  is  likely  to  catc 
your  ey^  besides  the  new  blue  coh 
scheme  is  the  removal  of  the  frame  tub 
under  the  engine.  The  frame  down  tut 
now  ends  just  in  front  of  the  engine  cas 
and  is  connected  to  a  heavy  duty  alum 
num  plate  that  functions  both  as  a  sk 
plate  and  frame  member.  Six  flathead  a 
len  screws  hold  the  plate  in  place  and  tl 
whole  arrangement  seems  quite  like  tl 
Sammy  Miller  HighBoy  frame  that  h 
been  available  as  an  aftermarket  item  f 
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several  years.  Can  Sammy  still  be  influer 
ing  Barcelona? 

Whatever  its  origin,  the  aluminum  ph 
saves  weight  and  still  manages  to  proii 
the  underside  of  the  engine.  Some  ridi 
may  still  want  to  add  further  protection  I 
the  side  cases  but  all  in  all  we  like  the  ni 
layout. 

The  frame  itself  is  chrome-moly  a 
decals  on  each  major  frame  member 
mind  you  of  that  fact.  The  s\\  inji  arm 
cleanly  gusseted.  Non-rebuildabic  Bet 
shocks  are  mounted  in  a  manner  tb 
allows  KX)mm  (about  4  in.)  of  travel.  T 
units  can  be  adjusted  for  preload  and  ' 
thought  the  valving  and  spring  rale  idt 
for  trials  work.  We  know  a  few  aftermarl 
shocks  are  available  for  the  bike  hut  e\ 
the  experts  seem  to  favor  the  Belor  ui 
and  we  understand  why. 

The  front  suspension  units  are  Betor 
well  and  according  to  Bultaco,  have  6.5 
of  travel.  This  is  either  a  misprint  in  t 
Bultaco  literature  or  our  lest  bike  had 
improved  model  fork  for  the  wipe 
showed  mi>re  travel  than  this  and  we  ne\ 
bottomed  the  forks  during  testing.  Our  t( 
riders  weighed  165  and  185  lb.  respective 
and  we  u.sed  the  SAE  20  weight  oil  th 
Bultaco  recommends.  No  signs  of  se 
leakage  were  evident  and  the  original  se; 
were  still  in  the  bike. 

Although  Bultaco  builds  a  250cc  versi« 
available  in  Europe,  onlv  the  350  engine 
sold  in  the  U.S.  The  engine  uses  an  uncc 
reeled  compression  ratio  of  9.1:1,  i 
slightly  from  last  year,  and  it  remains 
conventional  piston-ported  two-stro 
which  Bultaco  claims  produces  20.8  bhp 
6500  rpm.  Maximum  torque  of  20  ft.  lb. 
reached  at  4000.  Numbers  like  these  doi 
always  relate  to  actual  riding  but  rumor 
that  the  350  motor  will  pull  cleanly  frc 
300  rpm  up  to  top  revs  and  we  tend 
believe  this  after  spending  time  on  t 
bike. 

The  engine  modifications  for  1^)79  co 
sist  of  slightly  changed  intake  porting 
order  to  further  improve  response  from 
closed  throttle.  The  carburetion  on  the  3 
engine  is  provided  by  Bing  and  even  tl 
unit  has  been  modified  somewhat  for  19 
to  improve  throttle  response.  A  ci>ld  st; 
lever  is  used  on  the  28mm  carburetor  ai 
we  only  had  to  use  it  once  at  the  start  of  i 
day. 

Which  brings  us  to  starting  Bultaco; 
they  start  all  right  but  the  kicking  may  bt 
bit  awkward  at  first.  Some  riders  w  ill  st 
off  the  bike  and  use  the  left  side  mount 
lever  with  their  right  foot.  The  other  tec 
nique  lets  the  rider  stand  astraddle  the  bi 
and  use  his  left  foot.  We  found  the  lati 
method  rather  clumsy  and  we  had  to  s! 
the  clutch  a  bit  to  get  the  kick  lever  to  tra^ 
part  wa\  down  its  travel.  Bultacos  ha 
never  featured  a  primary  starting  arranj 
ment  and  that  means  finding  neutral  ea 
time  the  engine  is  killed.  Although  the  ki 
start  lever  has  been  redesigned  slightly,  o 
test  bike  didn't  feel  any  different  th 
Bultacos  we  have  been  kicking  for  15 


aerial 


sturdy  350  engine  has  been  mildly  updated,  still  works  well  for  trials,  and  kick  lever  is  still 
awkward. 


more  years.  Still  difficult  for  medium  and 
tall  riders  and  a  genuine  problem  for  the 
grunt  leggers. 

The  magneto  is  of  conventional  design 
featuring  points  and  condensor  with  the 
Femsa-made  unit  allowing  both  point  and 
stator  plate  adjustment.  A  newly  designed 
side  cover  over  the  magneto  has  a  vent  tube 
that  can  now  be  removed  with  a  wing  nut 
attachment  and  the  fitting  itself  has  been 
beefed  up. 

The  motor  is  as  quiet  as  we  have  come  to 
expect  of  the  Sherpa  T  and  new  rubber 
blocks  between  the  cylinder  fins  contribute 
to  this.  The  exhaust  system  is  effective  and 
does  include  a  spark  arrester  in  the  second 
of  its  two  mufflers.  An  0-ring  has  been 
added  to  the  connection  between  the  two 
mufflers  and  we  couldn't  spot  a  drop  of  oil 
leaking  from  around  the  cylinder  connec- 
tion or  between  the  mufflers. 

Our  test  bike  arrived  in  the  U.S.  as  a  left 
side  shifter  but  it  was  quickly  changed  over 
to  the  right  side.  Even  a  quick  glance  tells 


you  the  bike  was  designed  to  be  shifted 
from  the  right  because  a  very  strange 
shaped  shift  lever  must  be  used  to  clear  the 
final  drive  chain  if  the  bike  is  shifted  from 
the  left.  Changing  the  shift  lever  allows  it 
to  be  installed  at  the  45°  angle  that  many 
Sherpa  owners  prefer.  The  lever  is  much 
less  susceptible  to  rock  damage  and  the 
brake  lever  likewise  fits  better  on  the  op- 
posite side.  A  cable  arrangement  is  neces- 
sary if  the  brake  lever  is  on  the  right  and 
moving  it  to  the  left  allows  a  direct  pull  to 
the  rear  brake. 

Cowtrailers  might  leave  the  levers  in  the 
stock  position  but  then  we  have  the  feeling 
most  Sherpa  Ts  are  used  for  competition 
and  for  good  reason:  it  wouldn't  be  all  that 
comfortable  to  spend  the  afternoon  on 
that  thin  and  narrow  seat. 

Whatever  your  reasons  for  buying  the 
Sherpa  T,  the  machine  is  built  for  competi- 
tion and  more  than  one  world  class  rider 
has  won  major  events  on  a  box  stock 
Sherpa  T.  Arriving  late  and  not  getting  the 


bike  out  of  customs  can  be  a  reason  for  tl 
trauma  and  usually  a  local  dealer  u 
knock  open  a  crate  and  do  a  quick  set-u 
The  rider  might  change  the  handleba 
and  do  a  bit  of  jetting  but  it's  nice  to  knc 
the  stock  bikes  are  capable  of  winning. 

As  mentioned  earlier,  we  tested  o 
Sherpa  T  in  very  muddy  conditions  ai 
what  would  be  a  dreary  day  to  any  but 
trials  rider,  we  found  most  welcome.  Gi 
a  trials  rider  muddy  gullies,  grey  skies,  ai 
green  hills  and  you've  sent  him  part  way 
Scotland. 

We've  ridden  Sherpa  Ts  for  years  b 
stepping  onto  the  '79  model  was  still 
pleasure.  The  incredible  balance  is  st 
there  and  the  feeling  of  lightness  (207  II 
is  not  an  illusion.  Readers  must  get  tired 
hearing  about  how  precisely  certain  m 
torcycles  steer  but  perhaps  the  Sherpa 
has  to  be  experienced  to  be  fully  apprec 
ated  because  it  will  go  exactly  where  yc 
point  it  and  unless  deflected  by  a  goc 
sized  rock,  is  quite  easy  to  steer. 

In  all  our  testing  the  bike  only  did 
reverse  lock  number  once  and  that  on 
required  a  minor  tug  to  set  it  straight  agai 
We  used  low  gear  once  during  the  enti 
test  with  most  of  our  sections  being  i 
tempted  in  second  and  third  gears.  V 
remember  a  factory  rider  once  saying  th 
if  in  doubt  about  which  gear  to  use  in 
section,  you  should  pick  the  higher  of  t\ 
and  then  shift  up  one.  The  point  is  th 
experts  will  almost  always  use  a  high 
gear  than  novices  might  think  possible.j 

We  understand  the  final  drive  ratio 
the  new  Sherpa  T  is  a  bit  higher  to  alk 
for  rapid  transit  between  sections  b 
frankly,  we  didn't  get  much  of  a  chance 
use  it  in  our  test  conditions.  Non-tri< 
riders  are  often  surprised  at  the  spec 
trialers  ride  between  sections  and  at  o 
national  event  we  saw  a  demonstration  n 
soon  to  be  forgotten.  It  was  late  in  the  d 
and  the  late  penalty  time  was  approachir 
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BULTJXCO  SHERPA  T3SO 


SPECIFICATIONS 

ist  price  $1810 

ork  travel  6.5  in. 

ork  stanchion 

tube  diameter  35mm 

eal  wheel 

travel   5.5  in. 

ire.  front  ...  2.75-21  Pirelli 

ire,  rear  4.00-18  Pirelli 

ngine  .  two-stroke  Single 
ore  X  stroke  83.2  x  60mm 
iston 

displacement  326. 2cc 

ompression  ratio   9:1 

laimed 

power  20.8  bhp  @  6500 
laimed 

torque         19.9  ft.  lb.  @ 

4000 

arburetion  28mm  Bing 

jnition          battery/ points 

rimary  drive.  #530  chain 
lear  ratios,  overalhl 

5th   9.9 

4th   16.2 

3rd  26.3 

2nd  34.5 

1st   44.4 

•il  capacity   600cc 

uel  capacity  1.4  gal. 

uel  tank 

material  plastic 

wing  arm 

material  chrome-moly 

tarter  kick 

ir  filtration  foam 

rame 

material  chrome-moly 

ilMENSIONS 

/heelbase   52.1  in. 


Seat  height   31  in. 

Seat  width   8  in. 

Seat  length   14  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center  19.5  in. 

Handlebar  width       32  in. 

Footpeg  height          15  in. 

Footpeg 

to  seat  top   17  in. 

Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  6.5  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center    5  in. 

Swing  arm 

length  16.25  in. 


Swing  arm  pivot  to  drive 

sprocket  center  6.25  in. 
Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size   1 .75  in. 

Ground  clearance     13  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  27° 

Trail  na 

Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel   207  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  45.5/54.5 

FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable  with 
air?  no 


Rear  shock  damping 

adjustable?   no 

Rear  shocks 

rebuildable?  no 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?  no 

Does  owners  manual 

show  how  to 

disassemble 

complete  engine?  no 

Does  pipe  burn  rider?  .  no 
Brake  pedal  height 

adjustable?   no 


60" 


Rather  than  incur  late  points.  Leavitt. 
Schreiber.  and  Whaley  were  racing  elbow 
to  elbow  between  sections  over  some  very 
difficult  terrain.  Even  local  motocrossers 
stood  slack  jawed. 

With  a  head  angle  of  27°.  one  would 
expect  a  bike  to  be  twitchy  at  anything  but 
a  crawl  but  the  Sherpa  T  could  be  trusted 
to  a  beginner  without  much  worry.  We 
wouldn't  want  him  to  ride  the  bike  at 
desert  racing  speeds  very  long  but  it  is 
quite  predictable. 

We  found  no  fault  whatsoever  in  the 
motor,  transmission  and  handling  of  the 
new  Sherpa  T  but  as  usual  we  weren't  all 
that  impressed  with  the  rear  brake  during 
our  damp  test  conditions.  This  won't  come 
as  a  surprise  to  Sherpa  T  owners  and  we 
are  beginning  to  wonder  why  Bultaco 
doesn't  build  a  better  rear  brake.  For  all 


the  shortcomings  of  the  Japanese  trialers, 
they  did  have  back  brakes  that  worked  in 
the  wet— Senor  Bulto.  Que  Paso? 

On  earlier  Sherpa  Ts  the  handlebars 
were  one  of  the  first  things  changed  but  we 
think  the  current  Vesterinen  bend  will  be 
left  on  many  of  the  bikes.  Although  on  the 
low  side,  the  new  bars  suited  both  test 
riders. 

We  liked  the  1979  Sherpa  T  350  and  as 
usual  we  find  ourselves  wondering  if  the 
1980  bike  can  be  much  improved.  With 
much  of  the  competition  out  of  produc- 
tion, Senor  Bulto  could  sit  back  and  let  the 
bike  stand  as  is  for  a  few  years.  We  have  the 
feeling  that  the  Sherpa  T  and  trials  riding 
have  a  special  interest  to  Francisco  Xavier 
Bulto  and  he'll  not  likely  be  content  with 
the  current  model.  But  even  the  Patron  will 
admit  it's  a  hard  act  to  follow.  BS 
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EVAUUJKTION 

Hugon  GT  Fairing 

by  Robert  Runyard 


til 


it 


ohcrl  RiinvarJ  is  a  hardcore  nwiorcvcle 
Last  year  he  rode  to  the  lip  of  South 
I'hca.  sending  us  reports  w  henever  possi- 
His  hike  was  equipped  with  a  llu^on 
'iig,  and  because  he  suhjecied  ihe  fairing 
he  louf^hesi  conditions  a  motorcycle  is 
ly  to  face,  we  asked  for  an  evahialion  on 
fairing.  Here  it  is: 

■  he  firsl  Hugon  lairing  I  saw  was  on  a 
Yamaha  XS750  piloted  bv  an  artist 
friend.  Unfortunately,  he  became  so 

>s  by  Robert  Runyard 


enthralled  with  mentally  painting  the  Ma- 
rin County  landscape  that  he  ran  the  bike 
into  the  back  of  a  stopped  car.  The  I.exan 
fairing  escaped  with  only  scratches.  Now 
that.  I  thought,  is  .some  lough  plastic. 

Normally  I  disdain  fairings.  While  liv- 
ing in  Europe  I  soldiered  and  schooled 
with  a  bare-bones  500  Triumph,  braving 
the  clouds  of  flying  highway  debris  in 
France  and  the  icy  w  inter  drizzle  in  Spain. 
It  snowed  on  the  beach  in  Barcelona  at 
Christmas.  In  July  I  descended  the  Slelvio 


in 


Pass  in  Italy  with  a  lapful  of  snow  that 
melted  and  seeped  into  the  seat  of  my 
Belslaffs.  You  remember  times  like  that. 
But  there  were  budgets  and  priorities.  Mil- 
lions for  gasolina:  not  one  peseta  for  wind- 
shields.  1  was  young  then,  tough  and 
stubborn.  No  fairing.  No  sir. 

Years  later  I  became  a  lest  rider.  Save  for 
the  road  racers  and  the  R90S.  my  motor- 
cycles still  went  without  cowlings  and  win- 
dows. During  workday  accessory  evalua- 
tions and  endurance  testing  I  found  many> 
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MAIL  ORDER  DIRECT 

OVER  1,000 

MOTORCYCLE  ACCESSORIES 

For  Road,  Trail,  Competition,  Custom 
at  SUPER-LOW  DISCOUNT  PRICES 
Save  up  to  30%  AND  MORE! 
ALL  TOP  NAME  BRANDS 

SEND  $2.00  PLUS  50^  POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING  NOW 
FOR  YOUR  97-PAGE  CRAM-PACKEO  1979  CATALOGUE!! 


TBT  OUTIUDEtL 

MAIL  ORDER  DIVISION 

570  South  Broad  Avenue  77» 
Ridgefield.  N.J.  07657  (201)945-5533 


N.Y.  SHOWROOM 

610  W.  S7th  Street 
NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10019 
(212)581-2250 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U  S  A- 


fflOTORCYClC 


AMERICAN  MOTORCVCIE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 
Ch>caQO  C«mput  2640  Norlh  HaOted  Slrt*!  Ctucago  Illinois  £0«S7  312-939  0771 
Flonda  Campus  (3700  N  W  1 9th  Ave    Bar  ^*  Miami  Florida  330M  30S-68S-64e6 


Name 


Age 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

□  I  am  a  veteran 
Telephone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


HOW  MUCH  GET  UP 
AND  GO 
GETS 
YOU 


Th«  four-«trok« 
specialists  at 
POWROLL  " 
think  you 
should 
have  no 
less  than 
you  want. 
It's  there. 
It's 

yours.  We  ertcourage 

Canadian  direct  sales 


HSB^  HONDA 


iyend  (or  our 
nrv  Perfortn- 
ancr  Fact  Book 
ar>d  Catalogue. 
S3  postpaid. 
'  (Individual 
Model 
Inlorm- 
ation: 
,'S2I  DlKowi 
(he  exact 
cotnpoiwnts 
for  highest 
perlormaiKe  of 
vour  ertglne 

POWROLL 
PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS.  INC. 

P()  Box  1206 CW7 
Shpvlin  Park  Kiiad 
Bend.  OK  97701 
503  382-6395 


HONIM  •  YAMAHA.  KAWASAKI  •  Vl/IKI 


WROLL. 


GENUINE 

BMW  PARTS 

20%0FFd^a?Irust 

Price  List  upon  request. 
Parts  shipped  anywhere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328  Ctiamplain  St.  N.W. 
WMiington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


1 


Developed  by  world  renowned  racers, 
these  production  racing  carburetors 
are  Just  ttie  ticket  for  the  fast  rider. 
They  offer  a  smooth  bore  throat  that 
doesn't  rob  the  intake  pulses  of  their 
power  by  abrupt  changes  in  the  cross 
section.  That  results  in  a  12%  power 
increase  that's  hard  to  beat! 


SMODTHCgORECRRBS 

For  use  with: 

Kawasaki      Honda  Suzuki 

•650  -  750  750 

900  VSOK  850 

1000  1000 
*650  (special  modification  necessary) 
•750  (pre  79-smooth  bore  adapter  required) 
'750K  (1979-smooth  t>ore  adapter  required- 
special  modification  necessary) 

$329.SMaDIH90RE 

$15.HONDA  ADAPTER 

$4.  SHIPPING 

^  Send  Name  Address,  City.  Slaie.  Zip 
JH^  Make  Model  S  yr  of  Bike  Plus 


Jlousc^ 

 CW79JY  DEPT.  ^^M' 


Money  order  or  Personal  check 
Visa  or  Master  Charge  include 
Card  No  &  Exp  Date 

Catalog  Sales  Div  of 
H  P  T  Enterprises  Inc. 
Bo«  67,  Belvidere,  NJ  07823 
201  ■689-5261 


opportunities  to  check  out  the  fairing  b 
ness,  and  I  had  my  choice  of  leftovers.  1 
no  cigar.  What  I  needed  to  know  at 
fairings  came  from  some  of  the  other 
riders,  bruised  old  warriors  who  tok 
broken  brackets,  sagged-out  springs,  ar 
circus  of  handling  transformations.  5 
just  rode  the  bikes  and  wrote  the  repo 

Then  in  early  1977  I  decided  to  try 
Panamerican  Solo  Classic  and  head 
Tierra  del  Fuego.  Since  that  13.000-r 
cru.sade  would  be  mainly  on  my  ( 
nickel.  1  chose  a  650  Yamaha  and  inve 
in  Loclite.  I  didn't  plan  to  take  along  a 
dryer  and  Coleman  lantern,  and  1  certa 
didn't  need  a  frame-mounted  room  ai 
tion.  But  since  staying  healthy  would  b 
importance  in  South  America.  1  sta 
scrounging  for  some  protection.  I  pic 
the  Hugon  GT  fairing. 

Looking  back.  I  don't  regret  that  chi 
Never  have  I  subjected  equipment  to  ; 
brutality.  Not  the  infamous  650  vibrat 
nor  the  perilous  Patagonian  Flying  F 
Circus,  nor  suicidal  birds,  nor  my  throv 
the  bike  on  the  ground  on  a  few  occas 
(once  at  speed),  nor  the  tooth-loo; 
ing  Argentine  washboard  roads  -nolj 
fazed  that  fairing.  Not  even  the  sub- 
chine  gun  in  eastern  Tierra  del  Fuego. 
that's  another  story.  .  .  . 

Speaking  of  machine  guns,  the  stu 
which  the  Hugon  shield  is  made  is 
same  General  Electric  Lexan  you'll 
on  police  motorcycle  windshields.  I 
enforcement  types  have  a  reputation 
playing  heavy-duty  and  for  keeps:  y 
better  believe  they  don't  scrimp  on  w 
shields.  Actually.  Lexan  is  the  toug 
plastic  you  can  get.  according  to  litera 
from  General  Electric,  which  holds 
trademark  on  the  material.  It  appart 
docs  an  acceptable  job  of  slowing  d 
bullets.  Although  most  fairing  windsh 
don't  have  to  contend  with  gunfire, 
reassuring  to  know  you're  sitting  be 
one  that  can.  Besides,  the  road  to  T 
del  Fuego  is  littered  with  the  fragmen 
shattered  motorcycle  plexiglass. 

Hugon  distributes  .several  types  of  Lt 
fairings,  from  cafe-racer  equipment  to 
GT  style  taken  to  southern  Argent 
Although  the  original  designs  are  Frei 
the  fairings  are  manufactured  boti 
France  and  in  Massachusetts.  Moun 
the  GT  is  simple  and  the  hardware  is  f 
class.  The  slays  are  nicely-chromed 
and  the  L-shaped  bottom  brackets  bo 
the  lower  triple  clamp.  Normally  a 
point  mounting  system  is  used,  but  in 
effort  to  shave  off  excess  ounces  I  kept  < 
four  stays.  Likewise  a  top  deflector  was 
behind.  The  absence  of  the  two  top 
didn't  appear  to  significantly  reduce 
rigidity  of  the  installation,  although  it 
have  contributed  to  the  cracking  of  a  Ic 
bracket  on  the  horrible  Peruvian  dc 
highway.  Fortunately  the  part  can  be  e; 
fabricated  in  just  about  any  little  /< 
mecanico  (small  repair  shop)  founc 
most  towns  and  cities  along  the  F 
american  Highway. 
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IF  IT'S  NOTiX^,  IT'S  NOT 
A  PERFORMANCESYSTEM. 

Exhaust  system  manufacturers  make  lots  of  claims.  Their  J^K^^ 
pipes  all  increase  power,  make  your  bike  run  better,  up  fuel  ^^^^ 
economy,  look  sexy  and  so  forth. 

Very  impressive-sounding  ads.  But  when  you  take  a  sec- 
ond look,  you  see  there's  one  thing  missing: 

Facts. 

At  RC  ENGINEERING  we're  more  interested  m  facts. 

•RC  ENGINEERING  HAS  WON  MORE  NATIONAL 
DRAG  RACING  RECORDS  THAN  ANYONE  ELSE.  Maybe 
you  don't  think  drag  racing  has  anything  to  do  with  your 
touring  or  street  bike,  but  there's  still  only  one 
world-wide  standard  of  performance  —  the  quarter 
mile. 

•  RC  ENGINEERING  IS  THE  OLDEST  PERFOR- 
MANCE SYSTEM  MANUFACTURER.  We  ve  been 
building,  racing  and  selling  our  exhaust  systems 
since  1969,  when  most  of  the  other  manufacturers 
were  still  riding  minibikes. 

•  RC  ENGINEERING  IS  THE  ONLY  MANUFAC- 
TURER BUILDING  PERFORMANCE  SYSTEMS 
RATHER  THAN  CHROME  PIPES.  Our  exhaust  sys 
tems  are  designed  with  one  purpose  —  to  increase 
your  engine's  performance. 

•  RC   ENGINEERING  IS  THE  ONLY 
MANUFACTURER    WITH  COMPLETE 
TESTING  FACILITIES.  Before  we  sell  you 
an  exhaust  system,  we  spend  months 
testing  the  system,  first  on  our 
chain-driven  dynomometer,  then 
on  the  racetrack  and  the  street. 


•  WE  RACE  WHAT  WE 
SELL.  From  Russ  Collins  on, 
our  staff  IS  actively  involved  in  com- 
petition. 

•RC  ENGINEERING  EXHAUST  SYS- 
TEMS ARE  LEGAL  IN  ALL  50  STATES. 

Those  are  only  some  of  the  facts  behind 
what  we  have  to  say:  If  you  don't  use  an  RC 
ENGINEERING  exhaust  system,  you  don't  use  a 
performance  system. 

All  of  our  exhaust  systems  are  available  by  mail 
order.  Send  $2.00  for  our  64  page  catalog  and  order- 
ing information. 

SJM^  ENGINEERING 

16216  South  Mam  Street,  Dept.  32 
Gardena,  California  90248 
213-327-6858 


Our  skill  is  a  matter  off  record. 
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Cc: 


iKeep  your  car 
[Showroom  bright  and 
never  wax  it  again! 


Glass"  your  car! 

New  miracle  POLYMER  "GLASS"  SEALANT  completely 
protects  your  car's  exterior  finish  —  it  even  restores 
original  luster  to  used  models! 
Available  only  as  a  ser- 
vice by  new  car  dealers 


for  $100-$200.  Now  do  it 
yourself  in  less  than  an 
hour  for  only  $29.95. 

( 16  oz.  bottle,  enough  for  3  cars.) 
The  elements  vs.  your  once 
beautiful  car... You've  probably 
experienced  it.  Your  treasured, 
shiny  new  automobile  gradually 
fades  and  duUs.  The  once  brilliant 
finish  turns  chalky  and  washed 
out.  Even  hours  of  waxing  and 
buffing  can't  recapture  that  new 
car  look. . .  Until  this  new  chemical 
science  discovery. . . 
Never  wax  your  car  again . . . Glo- 
Seal*  is  not  anything  like  a  simple 
wax  or  polish.  It  is  actually  a  miracle 
polymer  glass  formulation  serving 
as  a  powerful  sealant  and  a  beau- 
tiful exterior  finish.  When  applied 
lightly  to  your  car's  finish  and 
chrome  its  exclusive  Electromo- 
lecular  Action  literally  fuses  it  to  the  surface. 
locking  in  luster  and  a  brilliant  shine,  almost 
laminating  itself  to  your  car  for  years . . .  shutting 
out  harmful  sun,  rain,  pollution,  salt,  deter- 
gents and  other  elements  that  normally  ruin 
the  appearance  and  value  of  your  car. 

Prevents  oxidation  from  starting  on  new 
cars... and  actually  removes  it  from  used 
models!  GloSeal*  is  literally  a  Glass  Shield 
that  becomes  part  of  your  car's  finish.  Your 
new  car's  paint  is  simply  not  allowed  to 


GloSeal*  with 
PolyGlass*  makes 
standard  waxes  and 
polishes  obsolete! 


No  rubbing,  labor  or  buffing 
equipment  needed...  GloSeal* 
goes  on  easily  and  quickly.  You 
wipe  It  on  with  a  cloth,  let  it  dry, 
and  then  wipe  it  off.  It  takes  only 
a  few  minutes  —  less  than  an  hour. 
The  main  ingredients  are  Poly- 
glass*  another  substance  similar 
to  Teflon " ,  and  a  minimal  amount 
of  silicone  to  ease  in  wiping  it  on. 
(Also  highly  recommended  for 
boats  and  airplanes).  Between 
washes  you  need  only  wipe  your 
car  with  a  damp  cloth  to  reactivate 
Its  brilliant  dirt  and  dust- repelling 
shine. 

The  incredible  GloSeal*  "Bril- 
liance Guaretntee"...  If  after  using 
it,  you  are  not  pleased  for  any 
reason,  return  the  unused  portion 
within  2  weeks  of  receipt  for  a 
prompt  refund  of  the  entire 
purchase  price.  Further,  if  Glo- 
Seal* does  not  protect  your  new 
car  for  3  years  or  your  used  car 
(90  days  old  or  more)  for  1  year,  write  and  tell 
us.  We'll  take  your  word  for  it,  and  return 
your  small  investment  on  a  pro- rated  basis. 
However,  due  to  the  extraordinary  quality  of 
this  fully- tested  product,  we  are  confident 
that  this  would  not  be  likely.  (Note:  GloSeal* 
IS  100%  safe  to  use  —  it  can  also  be  removed 
with  mineral  spirits). 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  FOR  INSTANT  PRO- 
CESSING: 1-800-235-6945,  or  if  busy  1- 
800-235-6951.  Calif,  res.  please  call  805-966- 


oxidize...  for  3  Years!  Then  PolyGlass*  it  again      71 87 ._Oi_senc^coi;pon_ 


for  years  more  of  protection.  If  your  car  is  not 
new,  GloSeal*  will  actually  remove  the 
oxidation,  add  gloss,  and  stop  further  oxidation 
for  1  year  before  you  need  to  apply  again.  It  is 
similar  to  covering  your  car  with  a  non- 
penetrable  coat  of  polyurethane. 

Enamel  spray  paint  can't  even  get  through 
the  clear  glass  shield... When  this  new 
professional  automotive  product  is  demon- 
strated to  car  dealers  the  "spray  paint  test"  is 
used.  GloSeal*  is  applied  to  a  car's  hood. 
After  it  dries  it  is  wiped  off  and  a  can  of 
enamel  spray  paint  is  sprayed  directly  on  it, 
along  with  Magic  Meeker  and  other  solvents. 
Then  the  observers  are  astonished  as  all  of 
these  are  wiped  off  the  hood  with  a  mere 
cloth.  Nothing,  not  even  dirt  and  dust  can 
adhere  to  the  surface!  •  Trademaik 
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Promptly  ship  the  following  order  11  not  100%  satisfied  I 
can  return  the  vinused  portion  within  2  weekstora  quick 
refund  of  purchase  price  (less  shipping  cost).  Check 
One: 

□  PGl    ship  1  hollle  tii-  $29  95  and  $2  00  shipping  & 
handling 

Save  $5  00  per  hottle  on  multiple  bottle  purchases 

n  PGM     ship    bottles  «i  $24  95  ea  and  $2  00 

shipping  &  handling  ea 

□  Check  or  Money  Order  enclosed  (CA  res,  aiUl  6%  sales 
tax) 

□  Charge  my  credit  card  number  below 
n  BankAmericard/Visa  □  Mastei  Charge 

(interbank  no  1 

DAmerican  Express  U  Diners  Club  □  Carte  Blanche 

Credit  Card  No  Exp.  Date  

Name   .  

Address  . 

City/Stale/Zip  


One  of  the  most  pleasing  characicrisi 
of  the  Hugon  GT  is  the  lack  of  notice 
upwelling  of  air  that  you  find  with  m 
fairings.  Many  make  you  feel  that  \ 
jacket  is  about  to  be  wrapped  about  y 
ears.  Not  so  with  the  Hugon.  although  I 
not  altogether  sure  why.  There  is  more  i 
feeling  of  protection  from  the  wind,  rail 
than  isolation  from  it.  On  the  negative  sii 
the  wide  handlebars  of  the  650  stuck  i 
hands  out  in  the  jet  stream,  making  cov 
necessary  in  heavy  rain.  However,  the 
How   is  appreciated   when  nn)tori 
through  the  jungles  and  deserts  that  m 
up  about  half  of  the  trip  to  Argentina 


Starshine  Inc  1979 


924  Anacapa  St.,  Dept. 937,  Santa  Barbara, CA  93101 


At  the  Equator.  (Note  lack  of  red  line  acre 
ground.) 

addition,  it's  possible  to  tilt  the  fairini; 
aim  the  top  air  flow,  and  when  the  ti 
comes  to  crate  your  machine  for  the  flij 
over  the  impenetrable  Darien  Gap  of  P; 
ama,  or  the  trip  home,  just  remove  the  t\ 
self-locking  nuts  on  the  face  of  the  fair! 

There  is  a  saying  about  the  winds  in 
region  south  of  the  Pampas.  "You  want 
see  Patagonia'.'"  the  gaucho  asks,  "Sit  s 
long  enough  and  it'll  all  blow  past  yoi 
Indeed,  even  the  plants  have  special  ro 
and  leaves  to  resist  the  tormenting  wi 
Yet  despite  the  weather  blasting  across 
southern  steppes,  gusts  against  the  Hu^ 
fairing  never  seriously  bothered  the  65 
handling.  It  may  be  that  a  handle! 
mount  isn't  suitable  for  high-speed  ope 
lion.  However,  the  ride  was  not  to  be  a  ra 
although  I  did  nudge  80  mph  occasiona 
and  at  no  time  did  the  fairing  cause  ; 
disturbing  steering  inputs.  It  is  worthu  l 
to  point  out  that  I  enjoyed  excellent  f 
economy  that  reached  57  miles  per  gal 
on  one  stretch.  Evidently  there  is  so 
latent  function  cleverly  designed  into  t 
unusual  form. 

There  is  one  common  source  of  disma; 
plastic  w  indshields:  refraction  of  light  fr 
the  headlight.  In  some  bad  examples  it  ( 
make  night-time  riding  feel  like  yoi 
piloting  an  incandescent  blimp.  In  fact,  ] 
can  get  similar  psychedelics  by  switching 
turn  signals  mounted  between  you  and 
plastic,  even  on  the  Hugon.  Consequen 


test  fairing  was  modified  by  mounting 
er  accessory  turn  signals  on  the  front, 
lie  altogether  functional,  this  change 
gave  the  beast  something  of  an.  uh. 
nmalian  appearance, 
lugon  eliminated  the  headlight  refrac- 
by  providing  a  pleated  rubber  tunnel 
seals  olf  airflow  around  the  headlight 
keeps  wayward  photons  from  wander- 
around  as  they  scatter  forth.  In  this 
.  the  projecteur  was  a  Lucas  quartz- 
)gon  lamp,  protected  from  flying  debris 
the  Lexan  shield  provided  with  the 
ng.  Anyone  who  has  pa.ssed  a  speeding 
k  on  the  Alcan  Highway  or  a  Patago- 


t.  rocks  and  insects  took  their  toll,  but 
ause  you  look  over  the  fairing,  loss  of 
ity  doesn't  matter  Lower  edge  made  a 
place  to  display  various  stickers  and 

tiems. 

1  gravel  road  knows  the  value  of  a 
dlight  shield  and  a  full-coverage 

IlCl. 

ugon  offers  two  styles;  the  Sport,  with 
\er  profile  designed  for  use  with  flat  or 
iman  bars,  and  the  GT.  for  sit-up  rid- 
and  stock  bars,  which  is  what  1  used, 
c  for  either  model  is  $249.  and  the 
onal  wind  deflector  goes  for  $39  more. 
1  fairings  come  standard  with  chrome 
ing.  You  can  order  the  fairing  with 
ished  edges  instead,  for  $10  more. 
;on  sells  through  a  dealer  network,  or  if 
e  is  no  dealer  in  your  area,  you  can  buy 
ct  from  Hugon  Fairings.  27  Loring 

d.  Weston.  Mass.  02139. 

uih  models  ofl'er  sport  and  protection 
/.  There's  no  little  glove  box  to  hide 
r  maps  and  trinkets,  nor  a  console  to 
Lint  your  radio.  And  obviously  the 
.]ue  appearance  of  the  Hugon  will  keep 
-om  getting  lost  in  the  sea  of  Wind- 
mer  clones  around  the  country.  But  it 
survive  a  brutal  two-month.  13.000- 
journey  down  to  the  land  of  icebergs 
penguins  and  curious  constellations, 
our  riding  is  less  rigorous,  you  can  do 
everyone  else  docs.  But  if  you're  just 
least  bit  iconoclastic,  or  the  adventure 
gets  through  your  civilization  net  and 
decide  to  head  for  the  ragged  edge  of 
earth,  the  Hugon  GT  is  well  worth 
.■siigating.  If  that  chance  comes  but 

e.  shoot  your  best  shot.  B8 


A 


SOff 

emti 


STP  Son  of  a  Gun!'s  unique  2-silicone 
formula  helps  keep  tires,  vinyl  tops,  dashboards, 
doorpanels,  and  upholstery  looking  rich  and  supple. 

Restore  and  maintain  your  car's  appearance 
with  STP  Son  of  a  Gun! 

C1979  SrP  Corporation 
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Twd  Months,  After 
Breafe'rng  His  Back, 
ing  Kenny:  Is  Back  on 
Two  Wheels 

by  John  Uirich 


■Bust  17  days  attcr  liis  Scars  Poiiu  Icsl 
Ipsession.  Kenny  Roberts  won  the  sec 
)id  Grand  Prix  in  the  500cc  World  Cham- 
oonship  series,  in  Austria.  Roberts 
nished  six  seconds  ahead  of  Suzuki- 
counted  Virginio  Ferrari  after  a  batk- 
id-forth  dice  that  ended  when  Ferrari  ran 
T  the  racetrack. 

i Roberts  had  practiced  at  the  racetrack 
T  a  week  before  the  event,  and  reported 
•  pain  during  his  victory  ride.  With  15 
lints  from  the  win,  Roberts  has  more 
i>ints  than  he  did  after  the  second  round 
i  1978. 

4Roberts'  chief  rival.  Barry  Sheenc 
i  ished  12th  with  brake  problenT- 


lot  of  people  didn't  think- that  Kenny 
Roberts  could  win  the  500cc  Road 
—  J —    Racing:  World  Championship 
last  year, -and  he  did. 

-  ,Even  more  peo][)|c^  rag^^^^vftwrtiouglit 
that  Roberts'  hopes  foPYetaming  his  title 
went  down  the  drain  when  he  broke  hi» 
back  two  months  before  the  start  of  the 
1979  sca.son  while  testing  the  latest 
YZR500  in  Japan. 

Roberts  didn't  agree  when  others 
thought  his  1978  ambitions  impossible- 
instead,  he  became  World  (Champion. 

He  doesn't  agree  with  anybody  who  tells 
him  he  can't  do  it  again  this  year,  ijijury  or 
no  injury.  He  wouldn't  believe  his  doctors 


when  they  said  he  couldn't  heal  fast 
enough  to  make  the  season  s  sccfl 
round,  scheduled  £of  -KtJStTm.  Two  weeks 
b»^fore"Tha(  r.icc   eialit  weeks  after  hfs'  ' 
crash-Roberts  .shewed  up  at  Sears  Point 
Racevjiitt'  neat  Sdnojpfttt,  Caliternia,  to  try 
riding  last  year's  500.      had  spent  tHr&e  - 
weeks  in  a  Japanese  hospital,  one  week  in 
an  American  hospital,  and  314  weelfS  wear* 
ing  a  restrictive  back  brace,  unable  to  b.en<i , 
or  sit.  Al  Sears  Point,  Roberts  talked  about*:  5»« 
the  crash:  what  caused  it,  hovy  it  jtflTercted 
his  perspective,  whether  or  libt  it  would 
keep  him  from  retaining  his  champion- 
ship. 

"There  is  a  real  fast  right-hander  com-> 
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ing  onto  the  straight  at  the  Yamaha  test 
course,  and  as  I  entered  the  turn  at  maybe 
120  mph,  the  front  wheel  went  away.  The 
next  thing  I  knew  1  was  up  against  the 
guard  rail,  which  was  fairly  close  because 
in  Japan,  land  is  very  expensive  and  they 
don't  waste  any  of  it.  I  hit  the  rail  with  my 
back,  paralyzed  my  insides,  ruptured  my 
spleen,  fractured  my  left  foot  and  had  a 
compression  of  the  11th  and  12th  ver- 
tebrae. They  went  in  and  operated  on  the 
spleen,  put  me  in  a  couple  of  casts,  and  in 
three  weeks  sent  me  home.  I  spent  a  week 
in  a  hospital  here  and  a  couple  of  weeks  at 
home,  and  then  I  went  to  the  doctor's  for 
X-rays.  They  couldn't  understand  why,  but 
the  compression  was  healed.  I  told  them  I 
had  to  race  in  Austria,  the  second  round. 
The  doctor  had  said  that  I  wouldn't  make 
Austria  but  they  couldn't  argue  with  the  X- 
rays.  It's  healed.  That  made  a  believer  out 
of  them— people  do  heal  differently. 

"What  happened  in  Japan  was  that  the 
Japanese  test  riders  who  were  breaking  in 
the  engine  weren't  running  the  whole  side 
of  the  tire.  When  I  get  racing,  I  use  the 
whole  side  of  the  tire.  I  went  into  that  fast 
right-hander  and  when  I  got  there  I  was 
really  laid  over,  and  when  1  got  onto  the 
side  of  the  tire  it  just  went  away— it  wasn't 
scuffed  in. 

"When  you  ride  as  much  as  I  do  you  get 
a  little  lazy.  You  do  things  that  you 
shouldn't.  You  sort  of  ride  with  the  tires 
okay  and  the  handlebars  okay  and  the 
brakes  not  really  working  too  good.  You  do 
it  because  it  gets  monotonous  after  awhile. 
I  think  that  I'm  going  to  have  to  be  a  little 
more  careful  about  riding  the  things.  I'm 
going  to  have  to  say,  'Hey,  that's  just  not 
right,  so  fix  it  or  else  I'm  not  riding.' 

"When  you  ride  a  motorcycle  at  that 
speed  as  many  miles  as  I  do,  your  odds 
really  go  up  that  the  accidents  are  going  to 
be  good  ones.  I  rack  up  a  lot  of  miles  a  year 
testing  for  Goodyear  and  I  fall  off  once  or 
twice  a  year.  When  you're  in  this  sport  you 
have  to  expect  it.  I  expected  it,  but  I  really 
didn't  expect  it  (while)  testing.  You  just  get 
a  little  bit  overconfident  and  you  do  things 
a  little  bit  different  when  testing,  let  things 
slide  a  little  bit— if  the  bike's  not  right 
you'll  go  out  and  ride  it  anyway.  That's 
changed  now.  I  won't  do  that  anymore. 

"I  haven't  been  on  a  bike  since  the  crash 
and  I  sat  in  a  hospital  quite  a  bit.  It  makes 
you  think.  I  don't  think  that  my  ability  to 
ride  the  motorcycle  and  the  feelings  I  need 
to  ride  have  changed,  but  I  may  slow  down 
a  little  bit  in  testing,  I  know  that. 

"Racing  is  what  I've  done  all  my  life  and 
it's  made  me  very  happy.  I  haven't  changed 
any  of  my  feelings  for  racing  except  that 
next  time  I'm  gonna  be  a  little  more  careful 
in  that  goddamn  corner.  It's  one  of  those 
things.  I  didn't  really  fall  off  any  harder 
than  I  have  previously  in  my  career,  except 
that  I  ended  up  with  a  couple  of  injuries. 
Before  this,  I'd  never  spent  any  time  in  the 
hospital,  I'd  never  broken  a  bone. 

"I  just  now  got  out  of  the  brace,  three 
days  ago.  My  back  is  still  a  little  sore.  I 
can't  do  much.  I  haven't  bent  over,  so  I 
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King  Kenny  after  his  first  ride  in  two  montfis. 
"Fantastic!  I  rode  it!" 


haven't  used  the  muscles  in  my  back.  I've 
been  swimming,  which  is  the  only  thing 
that  1  can  do.  This  is  a  trial  run  to  see  what 
muscles  I  have  to  build  up  before  I  get  to 
Austria.  I've  never  had  a  back  injury  and 
I've  never  ridden  a  motorcycle  with  a  back 
injury,  so  I  don't  know  what's  going  to  start 
to  hurt  first,  the  compression  or  the  mus- 
cles. After  this  tryout  I'll  get  back  to  the 
doctors  to  see  what  I  can  do.  I'll  sit  down 
with  a  therapist  and  we'll  arrange  an  exer- 
cise that  I  can  safely  do  before  1  show  up  in 
Europe.  But  the  doctors  didn't  want  me  to 
go  over  there  and  jump  on  a  bike  fresh,  so 
the  object  of  today  is  simply  to  go  out  and 
see  how  much  the  motorcycle  does  to  me. 
There's  no  sense  doing  a  bunch  of  things  if 
it  (going  to  Europe)  is  going  to  be  a  wasted 
effort." 

Roberts  then  jumped  on  his  Yamaha 
and  turned  17  laps  of  the  twisty  2.5-mile, 


uphill-downhill  course.  Starting 
slowly,  Roberts  gradually  worked  up 
speed  and  ended  the  session  doing  w  h 
ies  out  of  and  through  several  turns, 
eluding  the  Turn  1 1  hairpin  and  the 
camber  Turn  Two,  at  the  top  of  the  tra 
first  hill.  When  he  returned  to  the  pits 
pulled  off  his  helmet  and  said  "Fantasl 
rode  it.  My  back  hurts  a  little,  but  it'; 
problem.  Obviously  there's  going  to  b« 
problem.  I'm  very  relieved. 

"It  didn't  scare  me  too  bad.  It's  h 
awhile  since  I've  been  on  it.  Physically, 
okay,  my  back  only  hurts  a  little  bit.  B 
couldn't  get  my  mind  adjusted  to  as  m 
speed  right  away,  to  as  fast  as  I  was  tr} 
to  go  right  away  to  push  my  back  up. 
mind  is  used  to  walking  around  and  dc 
normal  stuff.  You've  got  to  get  it  usci 
going  fast  and  it's  hard  to  do. 

"I  feel  confident  mentally  that  I'll  ac 
to  the  speed  and  be  able  to  do  everytl 
that  I  did  before,  and  even  better.  But  v 
be  able  to  do  it  quickly  enough  to  win 
championship  back?  That's  the  (.[ucst 
Mentally,  I  don't  feel  that  there's  goin 
be  a  problem. 

"The  only  thing  that's  making  this 
interesting  is  that  I've  missed  the  first 
again,  and  that  I  am  not  100  percent 
not  really  prepared  to  race  1 10  percent 
did  at  the  beginning  of  last  year.  It's  g< 
to  be  extra  pressure  because  1  am 
champion  and  I  am  expected  to  win. 

"I  went  into  this  year  sort  of  doing 
World  Championship  again  and  to  n 
some  money  and  have  some  fun.  Now 
something  to  accomplish  again  bee; 
they  said  I  couldn't  do  it.  They  sai 
couldn't  be  done  last  year— an  Amer 
first  time  out,  with  one  bike,  on  spi 
Goodyear  tires  that  hadn't  been  run  be 
in  Europe.  That  gave  me  a  little  extra  b 
to  do  it.  This  year,  since  I'm  15  points  d 
again  and  I've  had  an  injury,  they  s; 
can't  be  done  again.  So  that's  going  to 
little  more  boost  and  I'm  going  to  i 
little  harder  to  do  it." 


Concern  sfiows  in  the  face  of  Kel  Carruthers  (left)  and  Ken  Clark  as  Kenny  heads  out 
practice. 


Sli  ACCESSORIETfor  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  PAVIDSON  and  others 


INSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800-645-6066 

except  N.Y.,  Hawaii  &  Alaska   Or  Call  516"  248-5775 


CSUPHSTUFFH-Jl-lonj. 
12"  drameter.  Alf  features,  plus 
"pigsy  back"  pouch. 
Rei),  Blue,  Black    )|5  49 


B-STUFFE*  US  -  10"  diameter. 

W"  long.  Holds  two  helmets 
and  clothing.  Travels  securely. 
Three-snap  flap  Heavy  dutv 
slings  Red,  Blue.  Black    $1 1 .49 


RAIN  PROOF 
CyCLE  LUGGAGE 


itrol 


Cruise  at  con- 
stant speed 
without  strain 
and  fatigue. 
Installs  in 
minutes .  vir- 
tually un- 
breakable. 
For  Honda. 
Yamaha.  Su- 
zuki. Kawasaki. 
«0I042  t1l-90 


;r  BAR  CARRT-ALl  lUtSASE  Fits  all  bars, 
ft  in  a  Jiffy.  Double  lined,  heavy  duty 
I.  full  zipper  enclosure.  Waterproof.  2- 
3  carry-handle,  use  as  hand  luggage. 

#08150  -  Black  onlyJ19  95 
lie  heavy  duty  if  08128  Black  or  Brown  J29.S5 


NEW  CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  GAUGE 

#09126   HONDt  CBX.  GLIOOO. 
Extra  heavy  duly  internal  springs  CB750K  F  (79) 
2"  diameter,  lull  270  sweep  CBSSOK/F 

CB40aF/3boF  $le.90 
CB750K  f  (thru  781. 
Ce750«  (15.95 

rtMtiM 

5O0-750 
XSll 

KtWaSAKI 

KZ750.K2650, 
K7400 
900  1000 
SUZUKI 

GSIOOO  750  550 
400  JI5.95 
HtaiET  OAVIOSON 
74FX  51150 
74.  Spoitsler  515.95 


519.50 
515.95 


511.50 
515  95 


MOTOCROSS  GLOVES  Simulated  leather 
in  black.  4  sizes  S,M,L, XL.  1^04710 
Pr  $4  99    2  pr  $8.49 


FUEL  GAUGE  Fits  all  Honda  flip 
cap  models,  all  years  Mounts 
*■  ,  with  Honda  recall  locks 
*  y  75's  (load)  and 
K,,,i,r  iki  Easi', 
installed  ,  ~tH*5.  »  03952 


KRYPTONITE 
CYCLE  LOCK 


DRY  RIoeR  BOOT  COVERS 

16"  long,  drawstring 
crosure.  One  si2e  fits  all. 
Protects  boots  or  shoes. 
100%  waterproof 
Polyurethane.  Yellow  or 
blue  :r08321  B1 

$5.75  pr, 


D-TANK  BAG  Straps  t 
gas  tank:  12"xl0"x6". 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  pouch 
Heavy-duty  slmg  for  take- 
along  convenience- 
Red.  Blue,  Black  $16.49 


COMPLETE  SET  All  three  bags  in 

matching  colors  Red,  Blue.B/ack  $40.00 

COVERS  Form  fitted, 
protects  against  all  weather. 
Heavy   gauge,  cloth 
ked.  Resists  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
With  lie  straps. 


KEEP  DRY! 


ORY  RIDER  GLOVE  COVERS 

Gauntlet  style  LOvers.  ideal 
for  ram  ndmg  100*3 
waterproof  Polyurethane 
Yellow  or  blue  =08352  M1 
$3.60  »r- 


Bike  shown  includes 
sissy  bar  &  pad, 
Mindshield  &  fairing, 
luggage  rack  and 
saddle  bagi. 


"No.  1  PATCH" 

F«r  SUZUKI.  HOND«. 
rAM«HA.  MWtStKI, 
HtllLEr. 

Brilliant  Red,  White 
&  Blue  embroidered. 
4"  high.  Iron-on 
or  sew-on.  Specify 
name.  Nt.  86 

SI  .50 


Moped  Cover  $2|  JS 

<95a  For  160CC  i  smaller  t2f.tS 
>961  For  750CC  t  smaller  :  MM 
'962  w  Sissy  Bar  MM 
•964  w  Wndshid  :  MM 

•966  Sissy  Bar  t  Wndshid  :  MM 
•970  For  lOOOcc  MMS 
•972  w  Sissy  Bar  !  31.«S 

•974  w  Wndshid  1  MM 

•976  Sissy  Bar  «  Wndshid  MIM 


CRUISE  HELPER  Effortless 
throttle  control.  Eliminates  fatigue,  wrist 
□ains.  Quick,  easy  on-off  installation. 
Fits  all  cycles.  $2.49 


SILVER  WING  PATCH 

For  VAMAHt.  H0ND4,  SUZUKI. 
KAWASAKI.  HARIET. 

1 1"  wide  embroidered  patch  Silver  wings, 
biacti  and  gold  insignia.  Iron-on  or  sew-on. 
Specify  name  No.  30  jq 


60"  SADDLE  BACS  For  on  or  off  bike  Double  duty 
tit  undei  seat,  ovei  seat,  over  shoulder  Heavy 
Naugahyde  with  chiome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
reinforced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit. 
bag  12"  wide,  11"  high,  4'/«"  deep  Great 
'ation  toi  flee  &  easy  travel  ^et  ot  two 

08  074  Black  on>  J19  95 

»■  duty  Rfint  1.,  H,;    />0B088  Black  or  Brown   524  99 

CUSTOM  CHROME 
CAUSE  COVERS 

Sturdy  gleaming  chrome 
rims  dress  up,  protect 
your  gauges  Fit  all 
Hondas,  Kawasaki  900/ 
1000.  Harley  Sportster. 
Specify  model  /fOMIO 
Set  of  two  (14.99 

HI  PERFORMANCE  TUNE  UP  KITS 

th  Chatnpion  Spark  Plugs  "Of" 

y.-v  U  S  made  points  i  condensers     rn7?n  mn  nnni^,,.. 

'      » crc'?«"  sooTwisr 

ailed  tuning  specs.  Also  available    CB  01350  360  twins 
It  resistor  plugs  (Wd  Si).  KAWASAKI 

900  1000  »)7.20 
KZ400  twins  (■74-on)  $  9  3S 

KZ650  Jt7.20 
SUZUKI  GSIOOO.  GSSSO.GS7S0  8S0 
Specify  Denso  or  Kokusan  points  $17.20 

GS400  914.45 
TAMAHA 

XS650(76-on|  $14.45 
TX650  Xsl  B.XS2C69--74I  9I6.8O 
RD400  Iwms  $14.45 
HARLET  DAVIDSON 

FL.FLH.FX(70-77I;  fXE. 
Low  Rider  (75-'77)i  FU  (•70-74)  $6-96 


EAGLE  PATCH  tar 

HONDA.  YAMAHA.  HARLEY 
KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 

Finely  detailed  7  color 
embroidered  patch. 
Bfon/e  wings,  brown 
body,  silver  head  &  legs, 
yellow  talons  &  beak 
Iron-on  or  sew-on 
4  sires  Specify  name 
Monster  10"  i  Hij" 
No  103  $13.95 
Giant  8"  I  10" 
No.  77  J8  95 

Regular  3';"  1  5" 
No  81  $3  49 

Mini  2' 2"  <  3'  .i" 
No.  90  SI  95 


'06754 
REFLECT  A  FRAME 

."'I'lls  over  7"  of  reflective  safely 
:ii  rear  Cf''-"''  Irinnif-I  durable 
trd  leian      i"  •  'm  ',,  .I'lirtununi 

backplate  and  all  hardware.  For 
all  bikes  Specify  Stale  ICal  .  NY. 
etc  }  ol  license  plate  $4.95 


Quick  release  that 
works  like  a  miniature 
seat  belt. 

Replaces  "D"  rings. 
$2.96 


Visit  our  Miy  reUil  locitiM. 


NEW  CYCLE  SPAT 

protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting  One  size 
fits  all  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps.  Extra  stran. 
included  Black  or 
Brown  $3.98 

#05552         HELMET  SPEAKERS  Weatherproof  rtmote 

 •          speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Filj 

We  ship  Worldwiile  earphone  jack  of  transistor  radio  2H"i  IM". 
  Includes  cable  connectors  #0425g  {t2  95ea 

Optional  2-belniet  attachment  #04298  $4.H 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do-lt-Yourselfer" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adIustiTients. 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bil<e. 


$19-20 
$14.45 
$12.45 
$12-45 


WAT  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring  Clear,  effortless  conversation  It 
normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals.  All  plastic, 
non-electric,  no  maintenance-  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect. 
Works  hands-free.  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  onlv  2  07 
$6.9S  i«t  3  or  mote  $7.60  Kt  .„  „. 

^  04242  portable  radio  attachment  $3.91 


KAWASAm 

Zl/1000 
Triples 
Singles 
K2650 


1-78  $7.»5 
>-75  $6,69 


73-78 
•69-') 
■69-7 

'77-78  $7.9S 


TAMAHA 

Street  2-strokes 


'67-75  $6.69 
'68-'74  $6.tl 
70-'74  $6.6S 


Endures 
Irokes 
SUZUKI 

Triples  72-74 
Singles*  Twin  70-74 
(SS750  '77-78 
HARLET  DAVIDSON 
All  V  twins  75-77 
'Other  name  brand  manuals  will  be  supplied. 

Wt  rtstrv*  th«  riehl  to  tl>lp  •guivjiant  manual* 

When  ■vailability  or  stock  prevents  immediate  shipment. 


$6.n 

$6.9S 
$7.9S 

$6,99 


EAGLE  PIN 

#05154 

Finely  detailed,  English  made 
tii"  high  Gold  only  For 
Honda.  Yamaha,  Su;uki, 
Kawasaki,  Harley  Davidson 
Specify  12.98 


TWO  WHEEL  ACCESSORIES^ 
at  Honda  of  Mineola 


NAME  . 


)OUBLE  SADDLE 
LACEMENT  SEAT 

concept  in  custom  seats.  Use  your  original  seat  base.  Install  pre-formed  foam 
:over  yourself.  Fits  like  stock.  Half-hour  installation  complete  with  directions, 
lueing.  no  cutting,  no  special  tools  needed.  Black  only.  For  Honda  GLIOOO. 
lOK/F/A,  CB650,  CB550K,  F,  400  Hawk,  CX500,  CBX  Kawasaki  KZ900  1000 
0  Yamaha  XSllOO,  750-20  E/SE,  650  '76  t  later;  Suniki  GSIOOO,  GS850. 
0/550,eT750/550,GS400. 


NEW  1979-80  CATALOG  $1.50 

SI'  so  All  Marl  anywhere  m  tiie  world 


ADDRESS - 
CITY  - 


-STATE 


ZIP  . 


Year 


.  Model  -  - 


-Serial 


OUAN. 

ITEM  jnti  # 

SI2E 

choices) 

PRICE 

N  »  sulf  res.denis  ado      sales  ta.           /^^^  gy.  Shipping 

(Mitiimmn  $1) 

3  Stteat  Handknt  «  Oknr  IISO  iddilmul  lootonail  TOTAL 

336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE 
MINEOLA,  N.Y.  11  SOI 
(SIS)  248  5775 


E 

—    §  3 


50 

aa 
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IT  DOESNT  HAVE  TO  BE  A 
FORD  TO  GET  THE  MOST  OUT  OF 
AUTOUTC  SFARK  PUIGS. 


You  probably  know  that  Autolite  makes  plugs  for 
Ford  cars. 

But  if  you're  into  things  that  move  on  two  ^ 
wheels,  you  may  not  know  that  Autolite  makes 
the  same  high  efficiency  plugs  for  just  about 
every  bike  ever  made,  American  or 
imported. 

So  if  you're  into  something  as  hairy  i 
as  a  Suzuki  RM  400  or  as  undemanding  \ 
as  an  Indian  Mini  Mini,  you  won't  have 
far  to  ride  to  find  good  plugs. 


/lutolite 


Fram  and  Autolite  are  Bendix  Companies 
Fram  Corporation.  Providence.  Rhode  Island  02916 


OneybatWithA1978Maico 

450  Magnum 

The  Big  Maico  Motocrosser  is  an  Excellent  Desert  Bike 

By  Ron  Griewe 


■  arly  in  1978  we  tested  a  new  450 
I  Maico  Magnum  motocrosser.  All 
B  the  test  riders  were  highly  impressed 
I  the  Magnum's  cornering  and  good 
dling.  I  hc  big  450  engine  had  st)  much 
ue  il  seemed  onls  right  to  irv  the 
hine  in  the  desert,  and  to  no  one's 
)rise  it  vsorked  as  well  in  the  desert  as  it 
on  a  motocniss  course.  Nothing  broke 
ng  the  lest,  not  e\en  a  spoke,  and  the 
was  ridden  hard  b\  motocross  pros 
desert  experts. 

seemed  Maico  had  cured  many  of 
r  past  reliability  problems.  Our  West- 
Advertising  Manager.  Jim  Hansen,  is  a 
e  person  and  fell  in  love  w  ith  the  450"s 
ing  power,  lie  bought  the  test  machine 


for  a  desert  play  bike.  I  had  been  looking 
for  a  long  range  test  bike  for  Baja  and 
desert  and  also  decided  to  try  a  450  Mag- 
num. Maico  West  agreed  to  the  proposal 
and  supplied  a  new  450  in  the  shipping 
crate. 

It's  always  exciting  uncrating  and  setting 
up  a  new  motorcycle.  After  changing  the 
front  tire  to  a  3.25  Met/eler.  the  front 
wheel  was  boiled  on.  I  rcmcned  the  beauti- 
ful aluminum  MX  tank  and  installed  a  4- 
gal.  Vesco.  The  Vesco  fit  like  a  glove— the 
front  mounting  bolt  slid  through  the  exist- 
ing hole  at  the  front  of  the  frame  and  a 
rubber  0-ring  held  the  back. 

Fork  oil  was  drained  and  300cc  of  Bel- 
Ray  5-weight  mixed  with  80cc  of  10-weight 


put  back  in.  Maico  West  has  recom- 
mended the  mixture  and  it  works  great. 
Mixing  weights  of  fork  oil  is  something  I 
have  done  for  several  years.  Some  of  my 
friends  are  sure  it  is  a  waste  of  time.  I  don't 
think  it  is.  If  a  rider  is  sensitive  to  suspen- 
sion cttmpliance.  the  dilference  can  be  felt. 
.Sometimes  lOw  is  too  harsh.  5w  too  soft,  a 
mixture  may  be  perfect.  Several  air  pres- 
sures were  tried  and  12  psi  proved  about 
right  for  my  use. 

A  Preston  Petty  front  fender  was  in- 
stalled, not  because  the  stocker  was  bad.  I 
just  like  the  Petty 's  looks.  Spokes  were 
tightened  but  left  stock.  Many  people 
change  to  a  larger  size  but  they  looked 
large  enough  to  me.  Anyway,  we  hadn't  > 

After  a  year  of  desert  ttie  Magnum  was 
changed  back  into  a  motocrosser.  Front 
fender  is  from  a  CR  Honda,  forks  extended  to 
110  in.  of  travel,  longer  Works  stiocks  went 
on  the  rear  for  travel  equal  to  the  front.  CRF 
aluminum  swing  arm  installed,  and  the  stock 
gearing  and  fuel  tank  put  back  into  use. 


IS  by  Ron  Griewe 
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material 


Sfoc'>     L  ',t    .'.  ere  used  tor  entire  year  None  broke  or  required 
replacement.  Sprocket  bolts  were  replaced  with  larger  8mm  bolts. 
Dunlop  K190  6-ply  rear  tires  were  used. 


Works  Performance  shocks  went  the  whole  year  with  zero 
mamtenance.  Seals  didn't  leak,  springs  didn't  sack  or  break  andX 
performance  stayed  constant  throughout  test  period.  Profab 
welded  on  kick  stand  pivot  and  a  stock  Husqvarna  stand  bolteaa 


Desert  set-up  included  taller  gearing,  Vesco  4-gal.  tank,  Rad  skidplate,  3.25  Metzeler  front 
tire.  K&N  bars  and  air  filter,  tool  bag.  Petty  fender,  and  saw-tooth  foot  pegs. 


Thick  seat  furnished  comfort  for  whole  year 
80/CYCLE  WORLD 


broken  any  during  our  earlier  testing. " 
stock  56-tooth  rear  sprocket  was  rcmou 
and  a  49  took  its  place.  The  13-tooth  ff 
sprocket  was  also  replaced  w  ith  a  14-tOK 
The  combination  is  good  for  95  mpH< 
just  right  for  the  fast  Mexican  terrain.  . 
engine  protection  I  used  a  molded  plis 
skid  plate  called  a  Rad  No  Bolt  that 
snapped  into  place.  It  is  nicely  moldet; 
the  engine  contours  and  doesn't  protn 
or  snag.  I  was  highly  skeptical  abouj 
staying  on  the  bike  without  being  boc 
but  after  a  year  of  being  smashed  i 
rocks  and  logs,  it  is  still  in  place. 

The  stock  Corte  and  Cosso  shocks  v 
replaced  by  Works  Performance  Sul 
crossers.  The  Supercrossers  have  a  re- 
voir  connected  to  their  main  body.  H 
double  springs  and  are  rebuildable.  . 
best  of  all.  they  are  custom  buili  fon 
bike,  rider  cla.ssification  and  terrain  r 
machine  is  going  to  be  used  in;  thiUi 
desert.  MX.  play  riding,  etc.  A  K&Tv 
filter  took  the  place  of  the  stock  W 
cleaner  and  K&N  H.AH  bars  werea 
stalled.  The  front  number  plate  was  ; 
carded  and  one  with  cable  guards 
installed.  Control  cables  were  repla; 
with  nylon  lined  ones  from  Internatiii 
Motor  Sports  and  two  Yamaha  cs: 
guides  were  bolted  to  the  number  plan 
guide  the  front  brake  cable.  The  slipir 
stock  footpegs  were  replaced  with  i 
tooth-topped  ones  from  Internatio 
Motor  Sports.  I  made  a  non-slip  rear  br 
pedal  by  cutting  a  piece  off  a  lengti) 
square  tubing,  filing  notches  in  it  and  i 
brazing  the  piece  onto  the  top  of  the  pa 
A  large  hole  was  then  drilled  throughrl 
pedal  so  mud,  etc.  would  have  a  plao 
go- 

An  off-road  bike  without  a  kick  stan 
truly  a  pain  so  I  bought  a  stock  kick  sl^ 
for  a  late  model  Husqvarna  and  had 


-iBrial 


weld  a  pivot  on  the  swing  arm. 

small  tool  kit  is  ahvays  nice  when 
le  in  the  wilds  ol"  Baja  but  the  "78 
;nums  didn't  have  a  rear  fender  loop. 

the  tool  bag  had  to  be  mounted  on  the 
Jlebars.  Several  firms  make  nice  large 

bags  that  strap  to  the  bars.  Most  of 
11  are  too  large  and  add  a  lot  of  weight 
le  front  of  a  bike  when  full.  Most  also 
he  tank  w  hen  a  combination  of  a  big 

and  rear-set  bars  are  used.  Finally  1 
id  a  small  leather  one  made  for  a 
operand  modified  it.  It  tit  between  the 
>  bar  and  bar  mounts  and  cleared  the 

with  the  steering  at  full  lock, 
he  Maico  intake  hose  between  the  Bing 


and  the  cylinder  is  notorious  for  cracking 
and  causing  air  leaks.  1  shopped  around 
and  found  radiator  hose  that  had  the  same 
inside  diameter,  cut  it  to  length  and  threw 
the  stock  one  in  the  trash— problem  solved. 
Maico  recommended  installing  springs  be- 
tween the  carburetor  and  the  cy  linder  to 
help  support  the  carburetor,  so  I  also  did 
that.  Ne,\t.  small  washers  were  welded  to 
the  screw  heads  on  the  carburetor  top  so 
removal  in  the  field  could  be  accomplished 
without  tools.  Maicos  are  imported  with 
two  different  seats:  one  normal  thickness, 
the  other  a  thick  GP  design.  But  there  is  no 
way  of  knowing  which  a  bike  will  have 
until  the  bike  is  removed  from  the  crate.  I 


lucked  out  and  got  a  thick  one,  perfect  for 
off-road  use. 

Finally  it  was  time  to  try  the  big  450. 
After  a  150-mile  loop  through  the  Mojave 
Desert  I  was  sure  the  Magnum  was  almost 
perfect  for  cross  country  use.  Jetting  wasn't 
quite  right  for  the  3000-4000  ft.  elevation 
of  the  Mojave  so  ne.xt  time  out  1  took  the 
time  to  rejet.  Final  jetting  ended  up  a  75 
pilot.  326  needle  jet.  stock  needle,  and  175 
main. 

The  Magnum  tracks  as  straight  as  a 
Husqvarna  through  desert  terrain  and 
slides  firebreak  roads  like  a  good  T 1  bike. 
Gearing  and  power  band  are  good  and  the 
brakes  stop  well  from  95  +  .  The  onlv  nega-  > 
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"Extras" 


makeTUKTLE  EXTRA  car  wax 

extra  long  lasting. 


TURTLE  EXTRA  car  wax  is 
the  longest  lasting  car  wax 
Turtle  Wax  has  ever  made. 
E^xtra  ingredients  make 
t  p  a  difference. 

^  f  TURTLE  EXTRA 

car  wax  is  a 
combination  of 
imported  and 
domestic  waxes, 
polymers  and 
silicones  that  give 
your  car's  finish 
extra  shine, 
extra  protection. 


SILICONE 
(EX.) 


WAXES 


SILICONE 

(EX,) 


POLYMERS 


We  put  in  special  waxes 

from  South  America  for  high  gloss. 
We  put  in  costly  waxes  from 
Europe  for  a  long  lasting  shine. 

We  put  in  "space  age" 
polymers  that  actually  lock-on 
to  a  car's  finish  for  extra  protection. 

We  put  in  not  one  but 
two  amino  functional 
silicones.  Silicones  that  are 
regarded  as  the  most  advanced 
shine  and  durability  agents 
in  the  automotive  industry. 


TURTLE  EXTRA  car 
wax  is  100%  Guaranteed. 

If,  in  your  opinion,  TURTLE 
EXTRA  car  wax  does  not  out- 
shine, outlast,  or  outperform 
any  car  wax,  liquid  or  paste, 
return  unused  portion  to 
Turtle  Wax  for  100%  refund. 

$2.00  Refund  Offer. 

Look  for  special  refund  offer 
on  TURTLE  EXTRA  car 
wax  packages.  In  liquid  or 
new  soft  paste. 


Copyrighted  material 


part  of  riding  a  450  Magnum  off-road 
jel  consumption.  Mileage  is  poor, 
lied  only  by  a  Yamaha  400YZ.  The  4- 
tank  will  only  go  50-60  miles  with  a 
rider  aboard. 

ith  about  1200  miles  on  the  bike,  I 
Jed  to  race  the  Baja  500.  Disaster 
:k  during  the  prerun  though.  While  in 

mph  wheelie  on  pavement,  the  pri- 
/  chain  broke,  locking  the  rear  wheel 
resulting  in  a  long  black  S  on  the 
ment  from  the  rear  tire.  The  bike  was 
ed  on  a  truck  and  taken  home  for  a 
plete  tear  down  and  inspection.  The 
was  only  one  week  away;  no  time  to 

the  transmission  parts  magnafluxed 
racks.  A  visual  inspection  would  have 
3.  The  cases  went  back  together  and 
ace  partner  crossed  his  fingers.  I  tried 
Im  him  by  telling  him  how  good  all  of 
)arts  looked— great  engineering,  excel- 
metal.  etc. 

new  piston  and  fresh  bore  made  the 
4  race  ready.  Best  put  a  hundred  or  so 
s  on  it  to  make  sure  before  the  race. 
;  day  was  only  three  days  away  by  this 
.  Fifteen  miles  were  on  the  new  engine 
n  the  rear  hub  broke;  the  sprocket 
i  had  been  cracked  when  the  chain 
:d  on  the  pavement.  We  laced  up  a 
rear  hub,  using  larger  sprocket  bolts  as 
ecaution.  No  time  to  break  in  the 
ne  properly  now.  It  was  time  to  go  to 
ico  for  the  race.  My  partner  was  really 
ous  by  now.  I  have  a  nasty  habit  of 
king  our  race  bikes  before  he  gets  to 

so  his  nervousness  was  justified, 
tarted  and  had  the  class  lead  20  miles 

the  course.  The  bike  was  running 
t,  then  a  short  paved  section  of  the 
se  (5  mi.)  caused  the  engine  to  seize 
J  times.  I  stopped  and  put  a  main  jet 
:  sizes  larger  in  the  Bing  carburetor, 
len  I  started  trying  to  repass  the  horde 
:ople  that  had  come  by  during  the  few 
utes  the  jetting  change  had  taken, 
/-five  miles  into  the  race  and  only  one 
r  in  class  left  to  pass,  a  transmission 
I  broke.  End  of  race.  The  shaft  was 
lably  cracked  when  the  engine  was 
t.  another  byproduct  of  the  primary 
n  breakage.  Maico  recommends  drain- 
he  trans  oil  and  checking  the  magnet 
he  drain  plug  after  every  ride,  some- 
z  1  hadn't  been  doing.  When  the  big 
cos  are  ridden  hard,  primary  chains 
'ery  short  lived  and  should  be  changed 
1.  Lack  of  proper  maintenance  had 
me  another  Baja  finish, 
aico  West  tore  the  engine  down  and 

through  it.  They  put  in  a  completely 
transmission,  (I  am  hard  on  transmis- 
i  so  they  willingly  replaced  all  of  the 
>  to  satisfy  my  request.)  They  rebored 
cylinder  and  installed  a  new  piston, 
iced  the  primary  chain,  and  closely 
ected  the  remaining  parts.  When 
hed,  I  took  it  and  a  spare  primary 
a  home. 

fter  riding  bikes  with  gear  primary 


Number  plate  with  cable  guides  was  used. 
Cable  guides  are  stock  Yamaha  parts.  K&N 
plug  holder  carries  spare  spark  plug.  Tool 
bag  is  a  modified  chopper  accessory. 


Foot  pegs  were  replaced  with  saw-tooth- 
topped  pegs  from  International  Motor 
Sports.  Brake  pedal  top  was  modified  to 
prevent  slipping.  Rad  plastic  skid  plate  is 
excellent. 


drives  for  many  years  (most  of  which 
needed  little  or  no  maintenance),  I  found 
it  difficult  trying  to  keep  track  of  guessta- 
mated  mileage  and  the  every-ride  chore  of 
draining  the  trans  oil  and  inspecting  the 
magnetic  plug  for  metal  particles.  The 
least  mileage  I  got  from  a  primary  chain 
was  about  400  mi.,  the  most  700  mi.  Jim 
Hansen  consistently  went  1500  mi.  be- 
tween primary  chain  changes,  so  rider 
style  and  classification  play  a  large  part  in 
the  maintenance  schedule. 

The  Magnum  went  along  on  most  test- 
ing sessions  and  soon  became  the  standard 
by  which  other  motocrossers  and  oflT-road 
bikes  were  compared.  Handling,  steering 
precision,  cornering  and  suspension  are 
almost  perfect  and  the  frame,  flex  free. 

A  few  problems  with  soft  metal  were 
encountered  during  the  test  period:  the 
forks  tubes  started  to  bend  out  like  a 
chopper  and  the  front  and  rear  axles 
seemed  to  bend  every  ride  and  needed 
constant  straightening.  The  fork  tube 
problem  was  fixed  by  changing  the  tubes  to 
American  made  chrome-moly  steel  parts, 
the  axle  problem  was  cured  by  using  re- 
placements from  Works  Performance. 
Both  axles  and  fork  tubes  have  been 
changed  to  chrome-moly  steel  on  the  '79 
Magnums,  so  the  factory  has  cured  any 
further  problem. 

Estimated  mileage  was  kept  throughout 
the  extended  test,  the  breakdown  follows: 
Mojave  Desert.  1300  mi.:  mountains,  250 
mi.;  Baja  playing.  1400  mi.;  racing,  165  mi. 
total,  over  3100  mi. 

In  addition  to  the  transmission  I 
munched,  the  following  parts  were  used 
during  the  year-long  test:  two  sets  of  fork 
seals,  eight  rear  tires,  three  front  tires,  one 
rear  fender,  one  set  of  brakes,  five  primary 


drive  chains,  three  rear  chains,  three  rear 
sprockets,  two  front  sprockets,  eight  pairs 
of  grips,  three  sets  of  clutch  springs,  one  set 
of  clutch  plates,  one  kick  starter  lever,  one 
carburetor  slide  and  needle,  one  jet/nee- 
dle, and  two  sets  of  control  cables. 

The  stock  rims  and  spokes  went  the 
entire  distance,  none  of  the  engine  bolts 
broke,  the  pipe  didn't  have  to  be  welded, 
no  frame  breakage,  and  nothing  fell  off. 

The  Works  Shocks  also  proved  an  excel- 
lent choice.  They  went  the  entire  year  with 
zero  maintenance. 

Sounds  like  a  mountain  of  parts  but 
things  like  tires,  final  drive  chains, 
sprockets,  brakes,  and  carburetor  parts  are 
normal  maintenance  pieces  and  reflect  the 
hard  use  the  bike  was  subjected  to.  I  have  a 
reputation  for  being  able  to  break  parts 
that  most  people  never  break.  I  even  seize 
four-stroke  Singles!  The  transmission 
problem  was  the  result  of  lack  of  mainte- 
nance-not  changing  the  primary  chain  at 
frequent  intervals.  The  primary  chain  and 
clutch  springs  need  to  be  changed  often  if 
the  machine  is  ridden  hard.  If  used  moder- 
ately, they  will  last  six  months  to  a  year.  If 
raced  by  a  pro  or  an  expert,  plan  on 
changing  the  primary  chain  every  four  or 
five  motocrosses.  and  every  400-600  mi. 
when  raced  off-road.  Replace  the  clutch 
springs  at  the  first  sign  of  slippage.  Don't 
wait  until  the  discs  are  ruined. 

What  does  an  owner  of  a  450  Magnum 
get  in  return  for  the  extra  maintenance 
required  on  the  primary  drive  and  clutch? 
Brute  power,  fine  suspension,  unbreakable 
frame  and  impeccable  handling. 

Would  I  buy  a  450  Maico  Magnum?  You 
bet.  I  bought  the  test  bike  and  converted  it 
back  to  a  motocrosser  for  my  oldest  son  to 
compete  on.  S 
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Lackey  Leads  World  Championship;  Superhotvl  Gets 
Charitable;  Suzuki  Finishes  €^nnonball  Baker  Run 


FIRST  BIKE  FINISHES 
CANNONBALL  BAKER 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
"event,"  a  motorcycle  finished  the 
Cannonball  Baker  Sea  to  Shining  Sea  Me- 
morial Trophy  Dash.  George  Egloff, 
Wen(fy  Epstein,  Ken  Ward,  Steve  Ward  and 
Dirk  James  teamed  up  to  ride  a  Suzuki 
GS850  in  the  3000-mile  race  from  Darien. 
Connecticut  (home  of  Mike  Baldwin)  to 
Redondo  Beach,  California  in  43  hours,  32 
minutes.  That  finish  time  was  worth  30th 
position  overall.  The  team  picked  up  a 
combined  total  of  four  tickets  and  the  bike 
was  escorted  across  most  of  Arkansas  and 
all  of  Oklahoma  by  state  police,  at  55  mph. 
On  the  last  leg,  James  averaged  90  mph  in 
spite  of  two  tickets  (one  for  96  mph,  an- 
other for  115  mph)  and  losing  40  minutes 
while  posting  $195  bond  for  the  second 
ticket.  In  last  place  was  another  motorcy- 
cle, a  1974  BMW  R90/6  ridden  two-up  the 
entire  way  by  Loyal  Thiesdale  and  Keith 
Patchett. 

CHARITABLE  SUPERBOWL 
OF  MX 


Coca-Cola  Superbowl  of  Motocross 
promoter  Mike  Goodwin  announced 
that  donations  to  the  Phantom  Duck  of  the 
Desert  Legal  Defense  Fund  could  be  cred- 
ited towards  Superbowl  tickets.  According 
to  Goodwin,  anybody  who  donates  $3  to 
the  Duck  can  then  buy  a  $15  Superbowl 
ticket  for  only  $12.  There  is  a  cut-off  date 
on  the  scheme  in  advance  of  the  July  14 
race.  It's  a  commendable  move— the  Duck 
is  perhaps  the  most  ardent  defender  of  the 
motorcyclist's  right  to  ride  on  public  land. 


Dirk  James  rode  the  final  leg  of  the  Cannon- 
ball  Dash.  His  five-person  team  became  the 
first  to  finish  the  run  with  a  motorcycle. 

HANSFORD'S  KAWASAKI 
SHAKES  TOO  MUCH 

Gregg  Hansford  elected  to  ride  his 
tried-and-true  KR750  Kawasaki  Tri- 
ple at  the  opening  round  of  the  Formula 
750  World  Championship.  Hansford  had 
practiced  on  the  new  Kawasaki  Four,  but 
the  machine  vibrated  so  badly  that  Hans- 
ford decided  not  to  ride  it.  Tuner  Neville 
Doyle  is  confident  that  alterations  to 
crankshaft  balancing  can  eliminate  the 
problem  in  the  near  future.  Hansford  re- 
ported no  faults  with  the  new  Kawasaki 
frame,  which  uses  the  engine  as  a  stressed 
member. 

PADDLE  TIRES  OUTLAWED 

The  dust  had  hardly  settled  from  Jam- 
min'  Jimmy  Weinert's  Oakland  Coli- 
seum stadium  win  when  the  American 
Motorcylist  Assn.  (AMA)  banned  the  use 
of  sand-flinging  paddle  tires  like  the  one 
ridden  to  victory  by  Weinert.  The  way  the 
AMA  sees  it,  any  tire  that  flings  more  roost 
than  a  current  state-of-the-art  knobby  is  a 
threat  to  navigation  and  the  eyesight  of 
trailing  riders.  Apparently  the  suggestion 


that  any  rider  objecting  to  being  roosted 
a  paddle  tire  simply  take  the  lead  was 
viewed  with  good  humor  on  the  part 
AMA  ofiicials. 

FATE  AIDS  SHEENF 

Barry  Sheene,  the  man  who  lost 
50()cc  road  racing  world  ch;impi( 
ship  to  King  Kenny  Roberts  in  1978, 
gained  more  help  from  fate  in  his  ques 
regain  the  championship  for  Suzuki.  Fi 
Roberts  was  injured  in  a  practice  crash 
Japan  and  missed  the  first  500cc  rou 
Then  contender  Wil  Hartog  crashed  l 
broke  his  arm  at  a  Dutch  national  ri 
Sheene's  chances  look  better  than  ever, 
he— and  the  world— should  not  disco 
the  incredible  Mr.  Roberts  and  his  cha 
for  a  mind-boggling  recovery. 


SCHREIBER  WINS  IN  SPAP 

The  battle  for  the  1979  World  I 
Championship  promises  to  be 
fiercest  ever.  Five  rounds  have  now  b 
held  and  each  has  produced  a  differ 
winner.  Rob  Shepherd  rode  his  Hond 
victory  in  Ireland,  and  Malcolm  Rathn 
(Montesa)  took  the  British  round. 
Vesterinen  (Bultaco)  dominated  in 
gium  and  Ulf  Karlson  (Montesa)  was  \ 
rider  in  Holland.  American  Bemie  Sch 
her  (Bultaco)  won  in  Spain.  Reign 
World  Champion  Vesterinen  is  the  se 
leader  but  even  the  man  in  second  pi. 
British  rider  Martin  Lampkin,  has  yc 
win  a  round.  He  holds  his  position  tha 
mainly  to  consistent  rather  than  brill 
riding. 

Schreiber,  the  20-year-old  Ameri 
star,  joined  the  list  of  winners  with 
victory  in  the  Spanish  round  but  ha\ 
failed  to  obtain  any  points  in  the  ope 
event  in  Ireland  and  with  modest  score 
the  next  three  trials  he  does  not  rate  hig 
his  chances  of  taking  the  title  this  \ 
There  are  seven  rounds  still  to  be  held 
the  stars  in  this  closely-fought  champ 
ship  know  that  even  one  bad  ride  can  i 
their  hopes  for  another  year.  Vesterir 
the  ice  cool  Finnish  rider,  has  dem 
strated  throughout  his  three  years  of 
conliniied  on  paife 
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IT  DOESHT  TAKE  MUCH  TO 
GET  STARTED  ON  THE  RIGHT  HtOl 


You  can  actually  see  and  feel  why  a  Bell  costs 
more  than  an  ordinary  helmet.  Yet  surprisingly, 
our  lowest  priced  helmet,  the  R-T,  doesn't  cost  that 
much  more  for  all  you  get.  A  tough  fiberglass 
shell,  deep  lustrous  color  and  a  perfect  fit  in  your 
proper  hat  size— not  the  usual  small,  medium 
and  large.  And  it's  attention  to  detail  and  crafts- 
manship that  has  made  Bell  the  leading  helmet 
of  seasoned  riders,  year  after  year.  In  off-road 
riding,  racing,  touring  and  commuting. 

So  by  paying  a  little  more,  you'll  get  the 
assurance  of  a  truly  professionally  made  helmet. 


Bell  helmets  from  $58.95  to  $109.95.* 


One  that's  easily  recognized  as  number  one. 
That's  why  it  makes  sense  to  buy  Bell  from  the 
very  start.  And  no  matter  which  Bell  you'll  wear, 
you  can  be  sure  you've  made  the  right  choice. 
See  your  Bell  dealer  and  try  one  on  for  size. 


Bell  Helmets  Inc.,  15301  Shoemaker 
Avenue,  Norwalk,  CA  90650. 

•Bell's  suggested  retail  price. 


We  welcome  your  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think  are  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  volun 
of  mail  received,  we  cannot  return  any  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  keep  them  t 
brief  as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "Service,"  C\ CLE  WORLD,  1499  Monrovia  Ave.,  Newport  Beach,  Calif  92663. 


NOT  ENOUGH  CHARGE 

I  own  a  1976  Honda  CB400F  on  which 
I've  installed  a  Dyna-III  electronic  igni- 
tion. It's  keeping  the  battery  discharged,  to 
the  point  that  the  electric  start  and  turn 
signals  won't  work.  A  fast  workout  on  the 
highway  will  cure  this,  but  only  for  an  hour 
or  so.  The  battery  isn't  the  problem.  Dyna- 
III  told  me  the  ignition  draws  three  times 
the  amps  of  the  stock  ignition,  but 
shouldn't  affect  the  battery.  Have  you  any 
information  on  how  to  cure  this  problem? 

Jerry  Turgeon, 
West  Covina,  Calif 

Your  problem  may  not  be  the  battery  or 
the  ignition.  If  the  electronic  unit  draws 
three  times  normal  amperage,  that  would  be 
9  amps.  Maximum  charge  rate  for  your 
400F  is  13  amps.  The  battery  should  be 
getting  its  share. 

Have  you  checked  your  wiring  diagram? 
Could  be  the  Dyna-III  is  wired  wrong,  and 
is  creating  a  current  drain  the  alternator 
can 't  make  up  for.  Or,  if  the  battery  is  in 
good  health  and  the  ignition  isn 't  taking  too 
much  current,  your  alternator  or  regulator 
are  at  fault. 

COLD  PLUGS 

I  have  a  tip  which  might  benefit  your 
readers.  I  own  a  Yamaha  XS400F.  When  I 
went  to  change  the  oil  for  spring,  I  found 
the  drain  bolt  was  stuck  tight.  I  tried  the 
correct  metric  socket,  vise  grips,  pipe 
wrench,  even  beat  a  standard  socket  onto 
the  bolt.  All  i  was  doing  was  tearing  metal. 

Then  an  auto  mechanic  friend  asked  if 
I'd  used  Freon,  the  gas  in  car  air  condi- 
tioners. We  got  a  Freon  tank  with  a  control 
valve  and  sprayed  the  bolt  with  the  gas  for 
about  30  seconds.  I  clamped  it  with  a  pipe 
wrench  and  the  bolt  almost  turned  itself. 

The  Freon  is  so  cold  that  it  chills  the 
metal,  which  shrinks  the  bolt  and  makes  it 
easy  to  turn. 

Be  careful  where  you  spray,  though,  and 
be  sure  to  wear  goggles  and  gloves.  If  the 
gas  hits  you,  it  can  cause  frostbite. 

David  Hamblin 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

JETTING  BY  GUESSWORK 

I've  been  very  interested  in  articles 
about  carburetion.  I  own  a  Honda  750 
bored  to  810,  with  Presholite  ignition.lO.S:! 
c.r.,  a  hot  cam  and  (soon)  a  4-into-l  ex- 
haust. The  engine  has  the  stock  Keihin 
carbs. 

None  of  the  parts  manufacturers  recom- 
mended anything  about  jetting.  I'm  ad- 


vised to  buy  Mikuni  smoothbores  (expen- 
sive) and  then  I'm  told  to  rework  the  stock 
carbs. 

Apparently  seat-of-the-pants  is  the 
common  method  for  carb  jets,  but  I  can't 
see  making  four  changes  if  one  is  the 
proper  way. 

Mike  Luma 
Castalia.  Ohio 

Tuning  by  guess  is  the  way  it's  done,  even 
in  professional  circles.  The  difference  be- 
tween pro  tuners  and  the  rest  of  us  is  that 
they  have  the  experience  on  which  to  base 
their  guesswork. 

But  even  seat-of-the-pants  can  be  done  in 
the  proper  sequence. 

The  adjustable  parts  on  your  carbs  are  the 
pilot  jet,  the  slide  cutaway,  the  slide  needle 
and  the  main  jet.  As  a  guideline,  the  pilot 
controls  mixture  right  off  idle.  Then  the 
cutaway  takes  over  beyond  about  one- 
eighth  throttle.  The  needle  position  rules  the 
mid-range,  with  the  main  jet  working  at 
wide  open  throttle  or  fast  cruising. 

The  secret  here  is  first,  begin  at  the 
bottom.  When  the  idle  is  set  and  the  carbs  in 
sync,  experiment  with  the  pilot  jets.  One 
step  at  a  time.  If  you  're  lucky,  you  can  keep 
the  stock  slides.  When  the  response  at  light 
throttle  and  low  speed  is  right,  read  the 
spark  plugs  and  try  raising  the  needles.  One 
notch  at  a  lime.  When  the  mid-range  is 
right,  make  some  power  runs  and  read  the 
plugs  and  go  up  on  the  main  jets.  One  step  at 
a  time. 

That's  how  it's  done.  Repeating:  make 
only  one  change  at  a  time,  and  if  you  go  too 
far,  go  too  far  toward  rich. 


EASING  THE  BUMPS 

I  ride  a  1976  Honda  CB400F,  st 
except  for  slightly  higher  bars.  I'm  satis 
with  the  bike  except  when  it  come! 
bumps.  When  I  cross  railroad  tracks,  ra: 
surfaces,  etc.,  I  get  jarred  to  the  poin 
loosened  teeth.  What  can  I  do  that 
smooth  out  the  ride  without  altering 
handling? 

Michael  A. 

Rochester,  ^ 
What  you  need  is  more  progressive 
pension.  Check  the  parts  catalogs,  Nona 
accessory,  and  find  some  softer  fork  spri 
Then  add  air  caps  and  experiment  i 
pressure.  You  'II  have  the  normal  spring 
most  of  the  time,  and  stiff  springs  when 
need  them.  If  this  alters  damping  too  m 
change  fork  oil  weight  until  you 've  gi 
grade  that  suits  the  spring  rate.  (At  S 
per  can,  it's  the  cheapest  way  to  a 
damping.) 

In  back,  a  good  set  of  aftermarket  sht 
and  perhaps  progressive  rate  springs, 
help.  Keep  in  mind,  though,  that  you  a 
have  much  wheel  travel,  which  means  n 
ing  them  stiff  enough  to  prevent  hotton 
is  also  going  to  give  a  firm  ride  the  rest  o^ 
time. 

STALE  START  SECRETS 

I  have  a  Honda  CX500  and  am 
tremely  pleased  with  it  except  for 
thing.  If  it  sits  five  days  or  longer  it 
comes  a  slow  starter,  taking  quite  a 
cranks  to  get  fuel  to  the  cylinders.  If  it  < 
sits  a  couple  of  days,  it  will  start  air 
instantly.  What  procedures  or  alterat 
will  cure  this? 

Ron  Hollett 
Sharonville,  C 

The  cure  is  easier  than  the  explanat 
Our  sources  say  you  have  a  common  p 
lem,  but  they  don  V  know  just  what  it  is. 
theory  is  that  the  gas  goes  stale  sitting  it 
carb.  Another  is  that  the  fuel  in  the  i 
evaporates.  The  level  drops  and  the 
don 't  have  fuel,  but  the  drop  isn 't  enou^ 
open  the  float  valve,  or  perhaps  the  ^ 
needle  has  static  friction  or  something. 

Anyway,  if  you  drain  the  bowls  bt 
starting,  then  open  the  petcock  and  t 
complete  fresh  charge  flow  into  the  cc 
the  engine  will  fire  right  up. 

Too  much  bother  and  mess?  If  you  k 
the  bike  will  be  parked  for  a  week,  then 
off  the fuel  a  few  blocks from  home.  Pari 
bike  with  dry  carbs  and  then  when  yoi 
ready  to  ride  next  time,  open  the  peti 
and  you  'II  have  a  fresh  bowl  of  gas. 

continued  on  pa 
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[HE  NEW  GENERAnON  BMW 
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THER65. 

Proof  that  bigger 
isn't  always  better. 


For  some  years  now,  as  mc 
torcycles  have  grown  larger,  there's 
been  a  pressing  need  for  a  high'quahty 
cycle  in  the  mid'size  market. 

With  the  new  R65,  BMW 
fills  that  need.  Because  it  offers  riders 
the  traditional  BMW  strengths  -  our 
unique  "balanced  performance,"  our 
well'known  quality  construction—  in  a 
high 'performance,  downsized  package. 
It's  an  excellent  way  for  a  rider  to  move 
up  to  a  BMW  without  having  to  reach 
so  far  down  into  his  wallet. 

The  R65  is  a  mover.  Cycle 
W6rld  did  the  %  mile  in  14.31  at  92.49 
mph.  It's  a  fine  sports  machine,  with 
the  low 'end  torque  so  essential  to  true 
over' the -road  performance.  And  it's  a 
fine  touring  cycle,  with  its  long-travel 
suspension  and  superior  rider  comfort. 

Because  che  R65  is  smaller 
than  our  other  motorcycles,  it  is  also 
more  compact,  lighter,  and  feels  even 
more  nimble  —  making  it  ideal  for  both 
men  and  women.  And  because  it  is 
lighter,  we  have  been  able  to  create  a 
suspension  system  with  all  the  bump- 
swallowing  characteristics  our  larger 
machines  are  so  famous  for. 

The  R65  features  cast  alloy 
wheels  which  offer  superior  strength 
and  low  unsprung  weight.  They  also 


have  a  special  rim  design  that  provides 
extra  stability  and  control  in  the  event 
of  a  sudden  flat  tire. 

Naturally,  the  R65  has  shaft 
drive,  quite  unique  in  its  class.  (We 
pioneered  the  shaft-drive  concept.)  No 
grease,  no  adjustments,  no  noise.  And 
a  pleasure  to  own. 

The  R65  is  constructed  with 
many  cast  alloy  parts  for  lighter 
weight,  and  the  horizontally-opposed 
twin  keeps  engine  weight  low.  The  re 
suit  is  super  performance,  handling  and 
maneuverability  for  a  motorcycle  of 
650cc. 

Of  course,  the  R65  has  also 
inherited  the  engineering  simplicity  of 
its  big  brothers.  Which  means  it  is  easy 
to  maintain,  no  matter  where  your 
travels  take  you. 

Last  but  not  least,  the  R65 
comes  with  a  12'month  unlimited  mile- 
age limited  warranty.  When  BMW 
makes  a  motorcycle,  it  makes  a  commit- 
ment to  your  riding  pleasure. 

Go  to  your  nearest 
BMW  dealer  and  ask  to  see 
the  new  generation  BMW. 
ThcR65. 


Bavarian  Motor  \(brks 


UH)l{for  your  Imdl  BMW  dealer  in  the  Tcllou-  Pages,  or  write  for  nur  fine  brochure.  A^k.     about  our  European  delivery  fylan. 

U  S.  Importer:  Butler  CS"  Smith.  Inc..  Dept.  W7,  Horwnod.  7^  07648 /Cnmpton.  CA  90224.  CUinada  BMW  Motorcycle  Distributors.  Ontario. 


SIMPLE  SIMONIZ: 

Simply  easier, 
simply  brighter  than 
any  leading  liquid 
or  pre-sof  t. 


Easier.  Brighter.  Simoniz.  It  s  simple:  Simoniz  Pre-Soft  shines  easier  and  brighter 
than  the  leading  pre  soft  wax.  Simoniz  Liquid  shines  easier  and  brighter  than  the 
leading  liquid  wax.  There  are  shines  and  there  are  Simoniz  shines. 

SSSJ  'Simoniz'  is  a  registered  trade  mark  of  Union  Carbide  Corporation.  270  Park  Avenue.  New  York.  N  Y  10017 


We're 
Fighting  for  YDur  Life 

The  American  Heart  Association  O 


JOIN  THE  LEADERS  IN  COLORFUL 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

8av«  mon*yt  Top  quality 
motor  cycl*  and  high  tpaad 
clothing  with  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  claarly 
mark  ad. 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers  ".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 

{  To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  (Dept.  CW),  120/122  Great 
I  Portland  Street,  London,  W1A2DL,  England 
I  Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1.00 

'  Name   , 

Address  
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THE  SQUEAKY  SEAL  GETS  T 
GREASE 

I  ride  a  1974  BMW  R90/6  with  24 
miles  on  it.  Recently  I  noticed  an  ung( 
squeaking  noise  coming  from  the  eng 
It  sounded  like  a  bearing  going  out  or  a 
bearing.  I  took  it  to  the  dealer  and  he 
it  was  the  crankcase  ventilation  valve, 
pulled  the  right  side  off  the  air  cleaner 
put  his  finger  on  the  end  of  the  hose, 
stopped  the  noise.  The  engine  only  c 
this  when  it's  warmed  up  and  only  at  id 
imagine  it  doesn't  hurt  anything  but 
annoying.  Is  there  anything  I  can  d( 
alleviate  this  problem? 

Stephan  Newb 
Spencer,  Okla.; 

BM  iV's  boxer  motor  runs  with  the  crc, 
case  at  a  slight  vacuum.  The  squeak  ca 
from  the  rear  main  seal  going  dry,  or  frc 
disc  on  the  crankcase  ventilation  vc 
which  hops  up  and  down  under  pull  oj 
crankcase 's  negative  pressure. 

If  you're  lucky,  it's  the  disc.  You 
remove  it  and  lap  the  disc  to  its  seat,  ju. 
you  do  with  a  valve,  and  with  valve  lap^ 
compound. 

If  it 's  the  rear  seal,  you  can  cure  the  r 
by  oiling  the  seal.  Thing  is,  getting  to 
seal  requires  removal  of  the  iraiismisi 
etc.  Because  the  crankcase  has  vacuum 
dry  seal  won 't  cause  an  oil  leak,  so  if 
don 't  want  the  work,  you  can  live  with 
squeak. 


INTERLOCK  SUGGESTION 

I  read  the  article  on  the  iong-t 
KZIOOO  evaluation.  You  noted  the 
noyance  of  having  to  hold  in  the  cl 
while  starting  the  bike.  I  noticed  this 
immediately  began  looking  for  and  fc 
a  way  to  rid  my  bike  of  this  little  stai 
hassle.  I  have  since  applied  this  fi 
several  friends'  1000s  and  650  Kawa; 
and  to  my  Zl-R. 

continued  on  pa\ 
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lllustratton  by  P.M.  Mc) 


The  Hot  *^U"  makes  the  performer 

perform  better. 


You  bet  it  does. 

Put  a  set  of  Hot  "U"  plugs  into  your  Suzuki  and 
)get  ready  for  faster  starting,  better  acceleration,  a 
ssmoother  ride,  less  fouling,  more  miles  per  gallon 
5and  longer  plug  life.  As  we've  told  you,  we  can 
H hardly  believe  it. 

The  Hot  "U"'s  secret,  of  course,  is  the  U-shaped 


groove  in  the  ground  electrode.  It  makes  for  a  larger 
and  hotter  flash  front.  So,  the  plug  fires  better.  It  per- 
forms so  well,  in  fact,  that  the  Hot  "U"  is  used  as  orig- 
inal equipment  by  Suzuki,  Honda  and  Kawasaki. 
And  it's  now  available  for  all  Suzuki  models. 

So  go  see  your  dealer.  Ask  for  a  set  of  Hot  "U"  plugs. 

And  get  ready  for  a  great  performance. 


THE 


The  exclusive  U-groove  tip  is  ours  alone. 
We  invented  it.  Then  we  patented  it. 
(Patent  No.  3,970,885.) 


HOT  «0" 

Nippondenso 

Nippondenso  ot  Los  Angeles,  Inc. 

857  East  2301  h  Street 
Carson  California  90745 


DONT  BLOW  ITj 


The  Lockhart  Cooler  System: 
Super-light,  compact  alu- 
minum cooler  with  BP-180 
thermostat.  Automatic  flow 
control  prevents  overcooling. 
saves  gas. 

Available  in  black  epoxy  or 
polished  chrome. 
(Patent  #233.984) 


Get  a  Lockhart  cooler  system. 

Overheating  is  the  number  one  killer  of  mo- 
torcycle engines.  Low  octane  gas.  leaned-out 
carburetors  and  heavy  loads  can  shoot  oil 
temperatures  over  250° F.  Anti-sludge  and 
'cling'  additives  boil  off,  and  friction  (therefore 
wear)  increases  at  an  alarming  rate. 

With  exhausted  oil.  every  mile  is  like  a 
hundred.  Rough  idling,  grabby  clutch  opera- 
tion and  sticky  shifting  are  typical  symptoms. 
The  worst  part  is  that  you  may  not  find  out  until 
it's  too  late! 

You  can  restore  your  oil's  effectiveness  with 
a  Lockhart  Cooler  System.  Protect  against 
breakdown  and  recover  lost  horsepower  with 
the  smallest,  lightest,  most  efficient  cooler  on 
the  market.  It's  still  the  only  all-aluminum,  fully 
dip  brazed  unit,  warranted  for  a  lifetime  of 
beautiful  performance! 

Even  though  Reg  Pridmore,  three  time 
Superbike  champ,  specifies  Lockhart  Coolers 
on  his  Vetter  Superbike,  you  don't  have  to  be  a 
racer  to  appreciate  our  System.  As  bikes  be- 
come more  expensive,  it  makes  more  sense  to 
protect  your  motor  with  a  modest  investment. 

Of  course,  not  everybody  needs  a  cooler. 
But  if  you  do,  don't  blow  it.  Get  the  very  best. 
The  Lockhart  Cooler  System. 


OIL  COOLER  SYSTEMS 


CiiniiniicJ  from  /Hii;f  fi4 
premacv  that  he  has  the  abilit\  to 
consistently  even  when  he  does  not  win 
three  years  he  has  failed  to  score  point? 
only  one  occasion. 

Spain's  contribution  to  this  year's  sc 
was  held  over  the  usual  course  at  Tarr; 
north  of  Barcelona,  and  this  trial  has 
become  the  most  important.  With  the 
lories  of  Ossa.  Montesa  and  Bultaco 
cated  onlv  a  few  kilometres  from  the  i 
ct>urse.  everv  rider  wants  to  do  wel 
order  to  impress  the  Spanish. 

The  main  group  of  six  sections  wa 
the  picturesque  mountain  village  of 
llinas.  on  a  hillside  covered  with  it; 
stones.  Shepherd  demonstrated  that 
Honda  four-stroke  was  a  match  for  the 
strokes  of  Lampkin  and  Mick  Andit 
who  were  the  first  to  reach  the  sum 
Down  in  the  valley  below,  the  bouldei 
the  edge  of  a  fast  t1ov\ing  stream  t 
single  marks  from  Lampkin  and  Shepi 
hut  Nigel  Birkett  crashed  to  a  halt  an^ 
did  Spanish  favorite  Manuel  Soler. 

Vesterinen.  in  true  champion  st 
found  the  correct  path  and  remained 
penalized  but  at  the  end  of  the  lap 
only  in  the  lead  with  26  marks  to  the  2S 
b\  ,}■  Subira  .  who  was  riding  .i  br 
new  Montesa  which  had  been  compl< 
onlv  twii  days  before  the  Trial  and' 
which  Subira  had  practiced  for  just , 
hours,  before  putting  it  to  its  first  big  | 

Vesterinen  returned  to  the  paddoc 
the  end  of  the  lap  and  tried  to  trace' 
cause  of  vibration,  w  hich  was  upsetting 
concentration.  He  lightened  a  loose 
haust  connection  but  failed  to  delect 
the  cylinder  head  stay  (under  the  p« 
tank)  had  broken.  The  vibration  got  w 
during  the  second  lap  and  Vesterin 
performance  sulVered  as  a  result. 

Americans  Schreiber  and  Marl 
Whaley  held  third  and  fourth  places  i 
the  first  lap  with  31  and  35  marks  res 
lively.  Ralhmell  was  sixth  while  Lamj 
and  Shepherd  shared  seventh  place  t 
on  41. 


RESULTS:  TARRASSA.  SPAIN 

1)  B.  Schreiber    50.5  ] 

2)  J.  Subira   5 

3)  M.  Whaley   6 

4)  Y.  Vesterinen  6 

5)  M.  Lampkin  7 

6)  U.  Karl.son  7 

7)  R.  Shephard   7 

8)  R.  Jo   8 

9)  M.  Soler  8 

10)  F.  Krahnstover   8 

There  was  still  a  long  wav  to  go 
Schreiber  suddenlv  hit  top  form  and  \ 
round  those  tough  20  sections  with 
incredibly  low  loss  of  just  17  marks.  It 
a  performance  which  staggered  all 
fonlinueJ  i>n  pag 
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Really  tying  one  on.  ' 
Getting  s  facec  . 

i 

Having  one  more  for  the  road. 

Becoming  polluted. 

Drinking  someone  under  the  table. 

Being  plastered. 

Bragging  about  the  size 
of  your  hangover.  i 

Going  out  and  getting  loopec . 


[F  YOUR  IDEA  OF  A  GOOD  TIME  IS  USTED  ON  THIS  PAGE, 
YOU  OUGHT  TO  HAVE  YOUR  HEAD  EXAMINED. 


With  the  possible  exception  of  sex,  no  single 
bject  generates  as  many  foolish  tales  of  prowess 
the  consumption  of  alcoholic  beverages. 

But  there  is  a  basic  difference  between  the 
o  subjects.  Excelling  at  the  former  can  be  highly 
Dductive.  Excelling  at  the  latter,  very  destructive. 

We,  the  people  who  make  and  sell  distilled 
Irits,  urge  you  to  use  our  products  with 
mmon  sense.  If  you  choose  to  drink,  drink 
jponsibly. 


Then  the  next  time  someone  tells  you  how 
lousy  he  feels  because  he  had  "one  too  many,"  you 
can  tell  him  how  great  you  feel  because  you  had 
"one  too  few." 

That's  having  a  good  time. 

IT'S  PEOPLE  WHO  GIVE  DRINKING 
ABADNAME. 

Distilled  Spirits  Council  of  the  U.S.  (DISCUS) 
1300 Pennsylvania  Building,  Washington,  D.C.  20004 


Exterior  looks  good  as  Tote  Box  or  luggage, 
interior  is  lined  and  has 
handy  inside  oocket. 


Backrest  comes  standard, 
pivots  for  comfort. 


Available  now  for  1978-79  Honda  GL1000,  Suzuki  GS1000  E.  N  and  NE.  and  GS850G.  and  Yannaha  XS  Eleven  E  and  F  More  to  come 

New!  Bates"State-oMhe-Art"Detachables! 


You  know  us  for  our  famous  Fiberglass  Sadolebags  and  Tote  Boxes.  Now 
get  to  know  the  newest  nnembers  of  the  fannily:  Detachable  Saddlebags  and 
Tote  Boxes  with  features  and  quality  you'd  expect  only  from  Bates.  Made  from 
rugged  ABS,  every  inch  of  these  roomy,  lined  and  weathersealed  interiors  is 
usable  space,  and  big  enough  to  hold  a  helmet.  Bates  has  those  special 
touches,  too,  like  handy  inside  pockets,  a  one-key  locking  system  and  all-new 
"stay-open"  hinges  to  make  packing  easy  .  .  .  on  or  off  the  bike  For  extra  class, 
Custom  Colors  and  sparkling  chrome-plated  Wrap-around  Guards  with  lights 
are  available.  Get  the  whole  story  in  our  brand  new  1979  Catalog  —  54  pages 
of  garments,  accessories,  leather  swatches  and  more  for  only  $2  00. 


BAIBS  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


BATES) 


RO  Box  240-WV 
Long  Beach. 
California  90801 


the  "quality  people" 
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USED  PARTS 

HONDA 
Suzuki  BSA 
Yamaha  Norton 
awasaki  Triumph 

CYCLE  SALVAGE  INC. 
172  Frontage  Rd., 
West  Haven,  CT  06516 
CALL  (203)  933-1609 


CYCLES  &  CARS 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Largest  Parts  and  Accessories 

Warehouse  in  the  Midwest 
!nd  $1.50  for  Parts  &  Accessory  Catalog 
Refund  with  purchase  over  $X) 

ARR'S  HONDA 

6800  N.  Clark 
ilhicago,  IL60626  312-274-7777 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


ELL 

ELMETS 


:SHOEI> 

AT  PRICES  —  WE  PAY  SHIPPING 
lend  check  or  money  order  —  No  COD's 
/le.  Size  (Bell  6V4-7«i  -  Shoet  XS,  S.  M,  L,  XL)  and 
:olor  Choice.  Calil.  Res.  add  6%  tax. 

MAG  If  STAR  120  MOJO  STARK 
i    $67.95      $75.95     $75.95  $83.95 


S-20        S-12         S-25  S-30 
$49.95      $69.95     $49.95  $114.95 

'ARTS  UNLIMrrED  13273  Glenoaks  Blvd 
SYLMAR.  OA.  91342  (213)  367-1246  cw' 


Timberline 

YCLE  TRAILERS 

freight 


r  3  CYCLES 

Rail  Optional 

L  TOLL  FREE  -  800  -  558-0446 

TIMBERLINE  TRAILERS 
MM  Easiwood  Trail.  tWaat  Band,  Wl  S3095 


OSSSEELEY  RAONG  CX). 

racing  and  ca(e  racing  equipment  for  the 
rnmg  rider  desiring  the  best  available  Rear 
clip  ons.  fairings.  Seeley  frame  kits  for 
laCB750andF  Send  $2  00  for  catalog 
on         Ducati         Seeley  Cotton 
ad-Titan       John  Tickle  Triumph 
nt  Vernon  St.,  Milford,  N.  H.  03055 
1-603-673-6334 


RACERS  —  CAFE  RACERS 
1/400,  Hoida,  Kiw,  Siz  &  stben 

I  Race/Cafe  fairings,  seats,  tanks,  pipes,  tires, 
RR  boots  &  gloves.  Special  tools  & 
hardware,  racing  brakes  and 
many  other  hard  to  find  items. 

New  1919  Catalog  $1.00 

Racers  Supply,  Dapt  CW 
6959  Van  Nuya  Blvd.,  VN,  CA.  91406 
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POINTS  AFTER  FIVE  ROUNDS 

1)  Vesterinen  .™..v|.i,ij£i..,u.,.  53 

2)  Lampkin  Ji:...^.™.  43 

3)  Rathmell  ....^...A..;  ^.  37 

4)  Schreiber  32 

5)  Karlson   ..Ji,.„i  24 

6)  Shepherd  d;..X  

6)  Birkctt  ^....^  22 

7)  Lejeune  

8)  Coutaid  16 

9)  Subira  15 


rivals  and  was  by  far  the  best  single  lap  of 
the  whole  day.  Subira  lost  only  24  on  the 
second  lap  and  although  it  was  the  second 
best  score  of  the  day  it  was  not  good 
enough  to  stop  Schreiber  from  coming  out 
on  top.  Whaley  gave  his  best  performance 
of  the  year  which  until  now  had  brought 
him  only  one  Championship  point.  He 
moved  up  into  third  place  but  a  tired 
Vesterinen  dropped  to  fourth  ahead  of 
Lampkin,  who  had  improved  on  his  sec- 
ond lap. 


LACKEY  TAKES  WORLD 
(  HAMPIONSHIP  POINTS  LEAD 


ad  Brad  Lackey  and  his  Kawasaki 
Uni-Trak  took  the  lead  in  SOOcc  moto- 
cross  world  championship  point  standings 
after  winning  the  second  round  overall,  in 
France,  with  a  3- 1  score.  Lackey  was  sec- 
ond overall  in  the  first  round  in  Austria, 
where  Honda's  Graham  Noyce  won.  After 
two  rounds.  Lackey  led  Noyce  46  points  to 
40.  Yamaha's  reigning  World  Champion, 
Heikki  Mikkola,  retired  in  Austria  after  a 
first-moto  crash,  but  was  third  overall  in 
France.  Considering  that  doctors  had  pre- 
dicted that  Mikkola  would  miss  two  grands 
prix  after  breaking  his  leg  in  a  pre-season 
crash,  the  fact  that  Mikkola  was  racing  at 
all  was  impresssive. 


mm 


I've  been  riding  long 
distance  for  years  and  the 
last  thing  I  want  three  states 
from  home  is  tire  problems. 
So  1  Pre-Seol.  A  shot  of 
Pre- Seal  smooths  out  the  ride 
by  Hydro-dynamically 
balancing  my 
wheels .  .  . 
compensating 
for  speed,  ^^ctUPC 

sealer 

Reducer 

Tire  ^ 
Ba\ancer 


load,  tire 
v/ear,  and 
road 

conditions 
It  seals 


most 
punctures 
instantly. 
Guards 
against 
ow-outs  and 
rapid  loss  of 
air  pressure. 
And  it  works  in 
motorcycle 
tires.  Don't 
eave  home 
-Without  it. 
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11i6  Serious  Nob  1 


Pre-Seal  and  prepore  for  your  next  trip. 
Get  your  copy  of  Lubri-Tech  s  step-by-step  bike  prep 
Send  25  to  1 2  Step  Prep,  Lubri-Tech  Products, 
12S1  N.  Kilbourne  Rd.,  Gurnee,  III  60031. 

JULY  1979/93 


CARBSTIX 

MERCURY  CARB  SYNCHRONIZER 


Do  It  Right  the  First  Time. 
Accurate  and  Easy-To-Use. 


(patented) 


Complete  for 
all  Japanese 
and  European 
multisand  BMWs 
( patented)  too,  of  course. 


Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  baclt. 
SEND  CASH.  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER  TO: 

PASER  INSTRUMENTATION,  INC. 

4913  W.  Avalon  Dr.,  Phoenix,  Arizona  85031  D 
or  call  602-272-5444 
Dealer  inquiries  invited 

Name  

Address  

City  


.State, 


Zip. 


Stant ««  esxitiitf  cateet  « 

MOTORCYCLE  MECHANIC 

'THE  CALIFORNIA  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  PROFESSIONALS" 


AMS 


m 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS,  INC. 


GO  WITH  THE  WINNERS! 

If  you'ra  sarious  about  becoming  a  top-notch 
motoreyda  mechanic  you'll  mnt  the  bast  possible 
training  availabie.  You  can't  afford  second  best 
and  neither  can  we.  If  you  think  you  have  what  K 
talces  to  become  a  ^n»ft**<»mmt . . . 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800423-4678 

Calif.  Residents  Call  Collect  (213)  944-0123 


OR   MAI  L  COU  PON  ■ 


□  RESIDENCE  SCHOOL    □  HOME  STUDY 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS 
100ZS  Shoofflaiar  Ave.  •  Santa  Fa  Spgs,  Ca  90670 


NAME. 


.AGE. 


ADDRESS . 
LPHONE  _ 


Street 


City  State 


Zip 


coniinued  from  pa^e  88 

The  fix  is  very  simple  and  costs  nothing. 
First,  remove  the  gas  tank  and  trace  the 
wire  from  the  clutch  interlock  switch  to  the 
main  wiring  harness  where  you  will  find 
two  plug-in  connectors.  Pull  both  of  these 
apart.  One  wire  in  the  main  harness  goes  to 
the  starter  switch  and  the  other  to  the 
starter.  Simply  cut  the  connector  from  one 
of  these  wires  and  replace  it  with  one 
which  will  mate  with  the  other  wire.  Plug 
these  two  wires  together  and  you  will  have 
a  direct  circuit  from  the  starter  button  to 
the  starter  and  will  no  longer  have  to  hold 
in  the  clutch  while  starting  your  bike. 

Paul  Hudspeth 
Rontoul,  111. 


BIGGER  TIRE  NEEDED? 

I  own  a  1977  Yamaha  XS750D.  I  am 
making  a  tourer  out  of  it  with  a  Vetter 
fairing  and  will  also  add  bags  and  maybe  a 
trunk.  Could  you  advise  me  on  whether  it 
is  a  good  idea  to  use  a  larger  rear  tire  to 
increase  safe  load  capacity?  For  example,  a 
130/90-16  rear  tire.  Also  suggestions  on  a 
front  tire  would  be  welcome. 

Michael  R.  Shelton 
Clinton,  Maryland 

Forget  about  the  16-in.  rear  tire  on  your 
750  Yamaha.  It  just  won't  fit.  There's  only  a 
quarter  inch  of  clearance  between  the  4.00- 
18  rear  tire  now  on  your  bike  and  the  left 
side  of  the  swing  arm  which  houses  the  drive 
shaft.  That's  why  Yamaha's  750  Special 
doesn't  have  the  same  large  rear  tire  the 
other  Yamaha  Specials  have.  If  you  will  be 
using  the  Yamaha  solo  most  of  the  time,  the 
stock  tires  are  quite  capable  of  handling  the 
load.  Even  with  two  normal  size  people,  the 
tires  won  V  be  overloaded  unless  you  plan  on 
taking  the  full-dress  750  on  a  rock  hunting 
expedition.  If  you  check  around,  you  'II  find 
that  some  4.00-18  tires  have  higher  load 
capacities  than  other  4.00-18  tires,  so  if  you 
need  greater  capacity,  choose  a  stronger, 
rather  than  larger  tire.  A  Iso  make  sure  you 
keep  air  pressure  up  when  you  'II  be  carrying 
heavy  loads.  The  maximum  load,  by  the 
way,  is  calculated  for  the  tire  operating  at 
its  maximum  rated  speed.  If  you  have  a 
V-raled  tire,  for  instance,  it  has  a  greater 
load  capacity  at  normal  U.S.  cruising  speed 
than  it  does  at  its  maximum  rated  speed.  As 
far  as  the  front  lire  goes,  the  .itock  3.25-18 
has  ample  load  capacity  for  normal  touring 
and  it's  the  size  tire  that  works  with  the 
stock  rear  tire  for  the  best  handling  on  the 
motorcycle. 
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quality  motorcycle  products 


STOP  by  your  nearest  dealer  anc 
our  complete  line  of  accessories, 
sprockets  to  footpegs.  LOOK  and  ex£ 
them  closely.  For  years  we  at  01 
INDUSTRIES  have  maintained  a 
standard  of  quality  in  all  we  manufa^ 
Each  product  is  tested  under  rigid 
ifications,  assuring  it's  the  best  avai 
Now  we  skin  package  them  showir 
actly  what  you're  getting,  and  m 
clearly  for  easy  identification.  So 
time  you're  buying  motorcycle  acces 
—  seek  out  our  new  bright  blue  and 
CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  packages. 
LOOK  and  BUY  the  BEST! 

Our  new  '  79  catalog  with  specs'  and 
on  our  sprockets  and  many  other  pro 
is  now  available  for  $1.  Send  for 


copy  today! 


^CIRCLE 

INDUSTRIE 


17901  ARENTH  AVE./DEPT.  CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  CA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 


•4/CYCLE  WORLD 


Illustration  t>y  Bill  Neale 
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Bassani^s 
gotya 

Cbmin* 
and 


Reg  Pridmore,  aboard  his  Vetter  KZ-1000 
whipped  a  tough  field  of  competitors  to  take 
the  1978  AMA  Superbike  Production 
Roadracing  Championship. 
And  what  gave  him 
that  "extra"  edge? 
A  super-trick 
4-into-l 
exhaust 


system  designed  and  buih  by  Bassani. 

Now  this  isn't  one  of  your  street  vemety 
chrome  exhaust  sets,  but  a  true,  all  out 
production  racer  extractor  system  that  will 
turn  your  knuckles  white.  It  pumps  up  a 
whopping  22%-25%  power  increase  over 
stock  machines  and  delivers  a  dramatic, 
deep  (louder  than  stock)  exhaust  note. 


The  KZ-1000  Superbike  Pipe  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  systems  being  developed  by  Bassani. 
Superbike  Pipes  for  Suzuki,  Honda  and 
Yamaha  %  will  be  available  soon. 


,„„)   Now  you  have  your  choice  of  two 

top-of-the-line  exhaust  systems  for  your 
machine  .  .  .  the  beautifully  chromed 
Bassani  Quiet  System . . . 


or  the  gutsy  Superbike  Pipe 
in  competition  black  (chrome 
available  by  special  order). 


Remember,  look  for  the  name  Bassani. 

jNHjjj^ 


Bassani 


Quality  and  Performance  without  Compromise 

For  complete  technical  Information  on 
Bassani  two  and  four  stroke  systems, 
send  $1.00. 


^Coming  to  the  race  on  your  touring  machine  or  going  down  the  straightaway  in  Superbike  competition. 


iBassaiQl] 

3726  E.  Miraloma,  Dept.  B30 
Anaheim,  CA  92806 
(714)  630-1821 


 ' 


BE  A 
MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 


AMI  has  thousands  of  graduates  working  in  motor- 
cycle dealerships  all  over  the  world.  What  we  have 
done  for  others,  we  can  do  for  you  if  you  have  a  sincere 
desire  to  become  a  success  in  the  motorcycle  industry. 
We  train  for  all  positions- Mechanic,  Parts  Manager, 
Service  Manager  and  Dealership  Manager. 

THERE  IS  ONLY  ONE  AMI.  It  is  located  at  Daytona 
Beach.  Florida.  We  offer  Resident  Training  courses  or 
Home  Study.  To  learn  more  about  this  career 
opportunity,  send  in  the  coupon  or  call. 


TOLL  FREE  1-800-874-0645 

FloriDi  residents  cHI  1  904  2SS  029S  collect 


AMERICAN 
MOTORCYCLE 
INSTITUTE 

1445  SKYTROOPER  ROAD        DAYTONA  BEACH. FLA  32014 

 SEND  MORE  MFORMATHN  TO  

NAME  AGE  


STREET  

CITY  

STATE  

PHONE  I  )  

□  RESIDENT  TRAINING 


.ZIP. 


.VET. 


□  HOME  STUDY 


®  WINDJAMIVIER  IV 


TOTAL  ma  INQUDES: 
HARDWARE  &  SHIPPING 

ror  vfNTS.  sniriNC,  ucmt*.  standaio  equit. 

OPTIONS:       HOINS  S2I.93  .  OUAITZ  UOHT  $}1.9j 

.  COLO*  MATCH  («9.9S 
LOWERS:  ISTOHNO  IMCII  $49.93  -  COlO«  MATCH  »79.9J 

TO  ona  STATE,  riAit.  make,  model,  oniONS  t  coto* 

SfND  CHKX  at  MONET  OHDOI  I  CA.  tfS.  MCL  6%  SALES  TAX  | 

PARTS  UNLIMITED  cw 
13273  GLENOAKS,  SYLMAR,  CA.  91342 
Credit  Card  Ordars  Phone:  |213|367-1246 


naaaaooocHfiMHOHeHfiHeHOHftaoofiH»<HCHOHao 
390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5.00  ~ 
•  ACCESSORIES  • 
•  PARTS  •  MANUALS  • 

T— --r.  MOTORCYCLE  8UPM.Y 
TRIANGLE  6016  W.  Dtvarsey  Ava. 

Sy  Chicago.  III.  60639 

24  Hr.  T«l.  S«r.  CALL  (312)  237-1117 

•eHGHCHeHOHeHCHMHOHMHeH»«««o«««a««««« 


Very  large  stock 
ofieoentSi  older 

B.S.A.  •  NORTON  •  DUCATI  •  GUZZI 

Entire  distributors  stock  GINA 175 
Abo  BMW-2UNDAPP-DKW-SACHS-HUSKY-TRI-PUCH- 
RtCKMAN-MOTO  MORINI-Pf  NTON,  etc. 
If  It's  European,  try  us.  Fast  service  c.o.d. 

THE  SPORT  SPOT 
168  Hamtxjrg  Turnpike,  Wcsyne,  NJ  07470 
201/966-1192 


HORSEPOWER  TO  WIN 


Honda,  Sportster,  Kawasaki,  etc. 

No  one  makes  a  faster  cam. 

RAVESI  RACING  CAMS 

Wyman  Rd.,  Billerica,  MA  01821 
Tet:  617/663-3733— S0«  tor  catalog. 


Accessory  House  92 

Advanced  Cycle  Products  8 

Aftate  24-25 

Allyn's  Honda/ Kawasaki   96 

Amco  26 

American  Honda   5,  20-21 

American  M/C  Inst  96 

American  M/C  Mechanics  School   70 

American  M/C  School  94 

BassanI  95 

Bell  Helmets  85 

Bel-Ray  23 

BMW  Motorcycles  87 

Bridgestone  Tires  16 

Brown's  Plating  Service  8 

Capital  Cycle  70 

Carl's  Honda  96 

Carr's  Honda   93 

Castre  7 

Castrol  13 

Cat  House  70 

Circle  Industries  94 

Continental  Motosport  96 

Crawford  House  18 

Cycle  City  96 

Cycle  Salvage  93 

Datsun  68 

Dunlop  Tires   Cover  3 

Dyna  III   18 

Electro  Helmets   17 

Equalean  Sidecars  23 

Fram  Corp  78 

Frank  96 

Arthur  Fulmer  27 

Goodrich  (Regional)  22 

Goodyear   Cover  2 

Harley-Davidson  19 

Haynes  Publications  (Regional)  22 

Honda  of  Mineola  77 

Jardine  Headers  12 

Kawasaki  50-51 

Langlitz  Leathers   96 

D.  Lewis  Ltd  88 

Lockhart  Industries   90-91 

Lubritech  93 

Marlboro  39 

Martek  Products  15 

Maxim  Lock   26 

Michelin  28 

Nippondenso    9,  49,  89 

Norfolk  M/Cs   96 

North  American  School  18 

Outrider  70 

Parts  Unlimited   93,  96 

Paser  Inst./Carbstix  94 

Phantom  Rider  6 

Powroll  Performance   70 

Racers  Supply   93 

Ravesi  Racing  Cams  96 

RC  Engineering   71 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Real  73 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Winston  Cover  4 

Road  Rider  96 

Ross-Seeley  Racing  93 

S  &  W  Shocks  12 

Simoniz   58,  88 

Sport  Spot  96 

Starshine  72 

STP  73 

Sunmark/Cam  II  57 

Timberline  Trailers   93 

Triangle  Supply  96 

Triumph  of  Ok.  City   96 

Turtle  Wax  82 

Tracy  73 

U.  S.  Suzuki    10-11.  66-67 

Vetter  Fairings  14 


BSA 
BMW 


NORTfl 
USAOM 


PARTS  SHIPPED  NATIONWIDE  DAILY 
NEW—  USED  —  RECONDITIONED 
(No  catalogs  —  iusi  tons  of  parts) 

BMW.TRIUMPH  OFOKLA.  C 

1925  N.  MACARTHUR  (405)  787-34^ 
Okla.  City,  Okla.  73127 


CARL'S  HONDA 

Dir.  ot  Carf't  Motonrcle  Sale*  Inc. 
_    Or*r  SO  VMn  ot  Smrvicm 

^^Jr-.5J5^^^  24  HOUR  COMPUTERIZED 

PARTS  AND  ACCESSORIES  SERVICE 

CATALOGS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ANY  HONDA 

TOLL  FREE 


7r,5  800-221-7508 


BSA  Parts 

Kawasaki  Parts! 

SHIPPED  SAME  DAY 
NORFOLK  Box  81,  Rte  lA 

MOTORCYCLES    Norfolk,  MA  0205 
Call  (617)  384.7f 


THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  CLOTHII 

IN  THE  WORLD  The  fmest  custom 
made  leathers  for  i 
pleasure  or  sport  r 
Factory  direct  onl' 
Catalog  available. 

Send  «t.00  tor  NEW  CATA 
IRatund  on  firet  orier) 

2443  S.E.  DIVISION,  PORTLAND.  ORE  97: 


rOBKINGBT  FRANK 

FIna  fork  tubas,  aprings,  cablas, 
bracaa,  lioaaa,  kickatands.  Any 
langth.  Including  atock  and  undar. 
Precialon  machlnad  from  ultra- 
aonlcally  tastad  ataal.  Easy  to 
inatall,  complata  kita. 
312-869.6792. 

FRANK  ^^''1*"**'' 

Evanston,  IL  60202 


& 


Parts.  Mail  Order  Service  Worldwide 

1010  Sunrise  Hlgtiway 
Amityville.  NY  11701    PVPI  C  PITV 
Call  516-842-5771        UlULUUII  T 


^•"J  kCCESSORIES  SSfiVl 
^     c*uToa.f«i  ^"•'/f 

"  800-423-5662  ^ 


f  Ally 


HaNU  t  UWItSMI  PUTS  •  VIS/l  •  MASTEI 
Cmtl  KUmt  •  OIHIS  filled  in  24  NIS. 

Allyn-»Hond./K.w..«kl  US  r.^.-JiJ*  cJ 


Road  Rider  magazi 

for  ike  touring  mofopcijclist 

$15  for  12  issues,  or  $1.50 
for  sample  copy  to:  RR. 
P.O.  Box  678,  Dept.  W, 
Soufti  Laguna,  CA  92677 


-mm 

900  S.S.—  500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINKNTAL  MOTOSPORT  II 

893  King  St.  W  (cw 7  — Sherbrooke,  Ou 

Canada  819-562-0233  —  Catalog  $1.C 


HOT  PARTS  FOR  HARLEY-  DAVIDSONS 


r  Harley-Davidson  owners  who  want 
performance.  Drag  Specialties  may 
the  answer  with  their  W&S/Mega- 
high  performance  parts.  Over  150 
are  available  for  the  serious  builder 


of  performance  machines  or  the  casual 
rider  wanting  more  power.  Drag  Spe- 
cialties has  prepared  a  special  Megadrag 
catalog.  To  get  one  write  Drag  Specialties, 
CW-7,  PO  Box  9336,  Minneapolis.  Minn. 
55440. 


;SPRIT  STREET  LEATHERS 


0 


prit  has  a  new  line  of  leathers  for 
t  and  touring  riders.  They  have  four 
5  of  jackets  for  men.  one  style  for 
:s  and  matching  pants.  Colors  are 
brown  and  buckwheat.  For  more 
mation  write  to  Esprit  Products.  CW- 
1 1  Alum  Creek  Dr..  Columbus,  Ohio 
9. 


TZ  250  RACING  FRAME 


Made  from  4130  aircraft  seamless  tub- 
ing. TIG  welded  and  featuring  an  oval 
section  swing  arm,  this  new  frame  from 
D.K.G.  weighs  only  37  lb.  Fuel  tank,  steer- 
ing stem  and  shock  bolts  are  aluminum. 
Axle  and  swing  arm  bolts  are  made  from 
hollow,  heat-treated,  stainless  steel.  Ta- 
pered roller  bearings  are  used  at  the  steer- 
ing head  and  swing  arm  pivot.  A  flush- 
mount  aircraft  filler  cap  is  included  and 
custom  mounts  are  available  upon  request. 
For  price  and  additional  information  con- 
tact Dave  Garoutte,  CW-7,  105  Molino 
Ave..  Mill  Valley.  Calif  94941  or  call  (415) 
388-6324. 


WISECO  SUPER  LIGHT 
PISTONS 


New  from  Wiseco  are  forged,  super  light 
pistons  for  Suzuki.  Yamaha  and  Honda 
125  motocrossers.  The  piston  walls  are 
thinner  than  normal,  reducing  weight  and 
allowing  greater  engine  rpm  and  response. 
Two  chrome-plated,  Swedish  steel  rings 
measuring  0.024  in.  are  used.  Greater 
piston  skirt  control,  better  combustion 
heat  transfer,  improved  compression,  and 
increased  horsepower  are  claimed.  The 
pistons  are  available  in  sizes  from  standard 
to  .080  in.  oversize.  Contact  Wiseco  Piston, 
CW-7,  7201  Industrial  Park  Blvd.,  Mentor, 
Ohio  44060. 


HALLMAN  SUZUKI  DR  FRAME 
Kir 


Torsten  Hallman  now  has  frame  kits  for 
the  DR  Suzukis.  The  proven  Aberg  Ya- 
maha frame  is  used  with  modified  engine 
mounts  so  the  DR  will  slip  right  in.  The  kit 
consists  of  frame,  steering  bearings,  alumi- 
num swing  arm  and  aluminum  engine 
mounts.  Frame  bracketry  will  allow  fitting 
the  new  RMN  tank  and  seat.  Other  com- 
binations are  available  when  special  or- 
dered. Price  is  $795.  from  Torsten  Hallman 
Racing.  CW-7,  1300  Hill  St..  El  Cajon. 
Calif  92020.  Phone  (714)  442-0431. 
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m^V&nSp  K190,  K88, 
id  K88HT... three    '  • 
lampionship  knobbies . . . 
ich  engineered  wit^  a 
ead  design  and  conripQund 
•  conquer  specific 
pes  or  terrain. 

>r  fast  getaways  and  control  on 
aightaways,  turns  and  jumps,  you 
;ed  tires  with  deep  biting  edges  and 
re  grip ...  no  matter  what  the  riding 
mditions  or  terrain. 
Dunlop  -  whose  tires  powered 
otorcycles  to  more  firsts,  seconds, 
id  thirds  than  any  other  tire  brand 
the  1978  Nationals  ( 125.  250  and 
lOCC),  CMC  Golden  State  Series, 
ipercross  Series,  Trans-A.M.A.  and 
5.  Grand  Prix  Events  -  has  designed 
it  one,  but  three  Motocross  and 
iduro  tires. 

190:  The  ail-purpose  tire 

le  key  to  the  K  190's  all-around  per- 
■mance  is  a  unique  tread  design 
at  features  small,  rectangular 
imples"  molded  into  each  tread 
Dck.  This  gives  you  eight  biting 
ges  on  every  knob  instead  of  four, 
oviding  traction  in  sand,  mud  or 
lue  groove." 


COrfTACr  fWCH  COMRMySON 


CXJNVETfnONALTTRE     KI90  SPORTS 


Add  the  flexible,  resilient  com- 
»und,  big  reinforced  shoulder 
Dcks  and  a  rim  saver  that  protects 
ainst  rocks  and  stones,  and  you 
ive  the  best  all-around  Motocross  / 
iduro  tire  value  available.  When 
u  price  it,  you'll  buy  it  -  no  matter 
lat  size  you  need,  from  mini  moto- 
□ss  to  open  class. 

J8:  The  ultimate  soft  terrain  tire. 
)  with  other  Dunlop  motorcycle 
es,  the  success  of  K88,  particularly 
competitions  where  soft  conditions 
evail,  can  be  attributed  to  its  design. 
While  there  are  five  knobs  in  each 
w,  as  in  a  traditional  tread  pattem, 


the  knobs 
have  been 
offset.  This  align-  \ 
ment,  pioneered  by 
Dunlop,  allows  each 
knob  to  dig  into  the 
terrain  following  a  slightly 
different  line  than  the  one 
preceding  it.  This,  combined  with  a 
harder  compound,  puts  more  trac- 
tion edges  in  contact  with  the  earth 
per  tire  revolution.  And,  the  knobs 
are  spaced  to  clear  mud  and  loose 
ground  from  the  tread. 

K88HT:  Specially  designed  for  hard 
terrain.  For  "blue  groove"  surfaces, 
you  need  even  more  rubber  in  con- 
tact with  the  ground  than  for 
medium-to-soft  conditions.  The 
Dunlop  K88HT  is  your  tire. 

Featuring  a  wider  profile,  the 
K88HT  also  uses  an  offset  knob 
arrangement.  However,  the  knobs  are 
placed  much  closer  together  than 
those  in  the  K88,  to  give  even  more 
contact  needed  for  hard  terrain.  And 
the  compound  is  softer  than  the 
K88.  This  combination  results  in 
more  driving  edges  and  rubber-to- 
ground  contact  necessary  for  the 
unyielding  conditions  of  hard  terrain. 


The  shoulder  knobs  were  strength- 
ened by  adding  more  rubber,  to  help 
prevent  knob  rollover  when  corner- 
ing on  "blue  groove". 

The  Dunlop  K190,  K88  and  K88HT 
-  three  first-class  knobbies  -  proven 
v/inners  in  Motocross  and  Enduro 
events  around  the  world.  One  of 
them  is  your  ticket  to  winning. 


P.O.Box  1109 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14240 
716-879-8200 


fore  Cjfcles  ride  on  Dunlop 

than  any  other  tire  in  the  workk 


aterial 


Synthetic  Oil 
laici  KDX400, 
and  Chain 


9'Sec.ProStock 
Suzuki  jk 
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RED  ROOSTER  AND  FRIENDS 

V'  image  racing  is  not  at  all  like  the  Real 
Thing.  There  1  was.  cranked  full  over  in 
the  sweeping  righthander,  aimed  toward 
the  apex,  locked  in  a  duel  for  24th  place 
and  all  I  could  think  of  was.  Lord,  ain't 
that  Vincent  a  strange  machine.  The  Black 
Shadow,  my  rival  of  the  moment,  was 
cornering  in  a  series  of  self-induced  arcs, 
gronk,  gronk,  gronk.  Every  time  the  hinge 
bent  inward,  so  to  speak,  owner  Paul 
Friedman's  boot  touched  down  and  a  little 
puff  of  smoke  appeared. 

"Well  why  didn't  you  pass  me.  then?"  he 
asked  later. 

"Couldn't."  I  said.  "I  was  laughing  too 
hard." 

Which  wasn't  quite  the  truth.  When  the 
track  opened  up.  so  did  that  magnificent 
Vee  Twin  and  the  Vincent  rumbled  off  into 
the  distance,  only  to  reappear  when  things 
got  tight.  I  did  the  same  thing  in  reverse 
with  the  Bultaco  Metralla  whose  lap  times 
were  about  the  same  as  mine  and  at  the 
end  of  the,  uh,  race.  why.  we  were  all 
winners. 

Not  at  all  like  real  racing. 

What  we  were  doing  began,  as  vintage 
readers  will  recall,  with  the  day  1  rescued 
my  mock  GP  Honda  350  from  the  ware- 
house in  which  it  had  been  abandoned. 

I  used  this  space  to  ask  if  anybody  else 
had  any  interest  in  fooling  around  with  old 
racing  machines.  Turned  out  there  is  a  lot 
of  interest.  Owners  from  all  across  the 
country  replied,  with  encouraging  words 
and  details  about  their  obsolete  Hondas, 
Yamahas,  Gileras.  Nortons,  Velos.  Bulta- 
cos,  Vincents.  Harleys.  Triumphs.  Ducatis. 
BSAs  and  Guzzis. 

Even  before  we  could  make  formal  re- 
quest of  a  promoter  for  time  on  the  pro- 
gram, the  American  Federation  of  Motor- 
cyclists made  a  request:  Would  we.  that  is, 
VROOM,  the  Vintage  Racers  Of  Old  Mo- 
torcycles, like  to  take  part  in  the  annual 


by  Allan  C  ire 


AFM  Six-Hour  endurance  program? 
Yes. 

We  got  27  entries.  Well,  we  actually  got 
more  than  30  entries,  but  old  crocks  being 
what  they  are.  that  is.  Henry  didn't  have 
his  Velocette  together  yet.  the  Moto  Guzzi 
Falcone  arrived  too  late  to  run.  etc..  we  had 
by  honest  count  27  runners  on  the  line. 

Every  one  a  winner,  but  at  the  risk  of 
being  unfair  to  the  others,  the  stars  of  the 
show  included: 

Vincent  Black  Shadow,  ridden  by  Paul 
Friedman.  He  and  Paul  Shoen,  Norton 
750,  came  all  the  way  from  Arizona.  The 
Shadow  was  leaking  oil  during  practice 
and  Paul  got  banned.  Tough  thing  after 
that  drive,  I  said.  Don't  worry,  he  said,  I've 
crashed  on  oil  other  bikes  spilled.  I  under- 
stand how  it  is.  And  then  he  went  back  to 
wrenching  the  engine  and  as  mentioned 
earlier,  it  worked. 

Ducati  GP350,  owner  Peter  Neuer.  He 
bought  the  bike  as  a  production  club 
model,  raced  it  until  a  bad  crash  persuaded 
him  to  retire.  He  redid  the  Ducati  as  a  road 
bike,  then  decided  he'd  like  a  full  GP 
version,  fairing  and  all.  So  he  learned  how 
to  work  with  fiberglass  and  made,  yes  made 
the  fairing,  tank  and  tail  section.  Prettiest 
bike  you  ever  saw,  the  kind  of  machine  that 


stops  people  in  their  tracks. 

Yamaha  TDl-C.  owner  Skid  Klees. 
one  came  from  Denver,  all  1500  miles 
return,  because  he  thinks  the  old  bike 
worth  the  effort.  He's  got  most  of 
model  and  a  B  model  and  the  C  mod 
brought  along.  Rides  trails  and  the  si 
never  ventured  onto  a  road  race  cc 
before. 

Velton  or  Norcette,  depending  on 
you  want  to  coin  a  word,  owned  by 
Redmond.  He  bought  a  Velo  500 
machine,  tuned  it  up  to  Venom  spec 
then  installed  the  engine  in  a  No 
Manx  frame.  Not  a  rich  man.  Haul 
bike  in  the  trunk  of  his  car. 

And  then  there  was  Buddy  Parrio 
his  Norton  Manx,  Jody  Nicholas  or 
Gilera  Saturno  500,  the  Single  with  thi 
that  looked  2  ft.  wide,  Dave  and  Je 
their  street-licensed  Metrallas  .  .  .  yo 
the  idea.  Few  of  the  bikes  would 
interested  a  museum.  Even  fewer 
completely  stock  but  as  one  chap 
there's  no  such  thing  as  a  stock  racing 
They  all  got  changed  first  time  they  we 
the  track  and  anyway,  we  can  get  pick) 
be  purists  later.  Right  now.  we  ne€ 
show  that  we  can  put  on  a  show. 

We  did.  mostly  because  vintage  n 
isn't  like  real  racing. 

Ever  been  through  tech  inspection 
real  race?  Tyrants,  every  one.  Petty  c 
tors.  Power  goes  to  their  heads.  Try  tc 
you  up  every  time. 

Not  this  time.  AFM  wanted  to  lo< 
the  bikes,  their  right  surely,  but  all 
wanted  was  to  make  sure  the  oldies  we 
sound  condition,  no  leaks,  no  broken 
Further,  the  inspectors  on  duty  whj 
rolled  up  were  both  Henry  N.  Manne 
fans.  "Is  Henry  gonna  be  here?" 

"Will  he  be  here?"  I  said.  "Shoot, 
riding  his  Triumph  Trophy  500." 

From  then  on,  the  inspectors  wer 
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New  NUhM  Premiere: 

CB750F,CB750K,CX500CCIM400X  IfCSOandiiioreu 


lied  Hot.  And  ready  to  roll  in  August. 


itement  runs  high  when 
t  models  are  about  to  be 
ased— especially  when 
^'re  new  Hondas!  it's 
j  to  wait  for  a  year-end 
tain  call,  so  we're  unvell- 
our  most  popular  street 
:hines  ahead  of  schedule, 
new  model  year  Is  slated 
tart  at  your  local  Honda 
ler  In  early  August:  and 
1  it  some  exciting  new 


1980  models,  like  the  CB750F. 

CB750K.  CX500C,  CM400T,  and 

NC50  Express:"*  with  more 
to  come. 

Changes  abound.  From  tech- 
nological refinements  to 
dynamite  new  styling  treat- 
ments. And.  of  course,  they're 
wrapped  up  in  new  1980 
Honda  colors  and  graphics, 
in  looks  and  performance, 
the  best  in  street  machinery 


promises  to  be  the  best  evert 

So  get  on  down  to  your  local , 
Honda  dealer,  and  be  the 
first  In  line  to  see  the  first  of 
the  1980  Honda  line.  They're 
gonna  go  fast! 

'Selected  models  only. 


coiNC  strong! 


ways  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection.  Release  dates  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Availability  may  be  limited.  See  Yellow  Pages  for 

nearest  Honda  dealer.  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept.  CW89N,  Box  50,  Gardena.  California  90247.  ©  1979  AHfwI.  ^ ' 


Friction  destroys 
motorcycles, 


TRI-FLON  fights  friction 
longer  and  better  than 
ordinary  lubricants. 


Tri-Flon™  is  a  complete 
system  to  fight  friction  and  pro 
tect  your  bike.  One  spray 
carries  millions  of  "wet" 
Teflon*  beads  that  pene- 
trate and  displace  road 
film,  rust  and  moisture. 

Try  this  test:  Wipe 
off  the  chain,  spray  it 
with  Tri-Flon,  run  the 
bike,  then  check  the 
chain  tension.  It's  now 
looser,  because  Tri-Flon 
cleaned  away  power- 
robbing  grime.  It  works 


O  1979  The  Th-Flon  Company,  Costa  Mesa,  CA 

*Rogisterod  Trademark  of 

El.  DuPont  de  Nemoura  &  Co.  (Inc.) 


on  pivot  surfaces,  control  ca- 
bles and  linkages,  too. 

Tri-Flon  fights  friction 
up  to  10  times  longer 
than  ordinary  lubricants. 
It  loosens  frozen  parts 
fast.  And  its  Teflon*  film 
repels  friction-causing 
dirt,  dust,  grease  and 
moisture  that  other 
lubricants  can  attract. 

Don't  let  friction 
destroy  your  valuable 
motorcycle.  Fight  fric- 
tion with  Tri-Flon. 

TRI-FLOlj 

with  TEFLON* 
THE  FRICTION  nGHTER 


our  side.  The  things  that  needed  lixinj 
Vincent  for  instance,  got  fixed.  The 
went  through. 

The  fans  were  with  us.  AFM  gav( 
crocks  our  own  parking  space  and  we  I 
lovely  display,  a  row  of  parked  Du^ 
Vincents,  Velos.  etc. 

Now.  The  thing  about  a  GP  Ducati 
Vincent  is  that  they  have  presence, 
chanical  magnetism.  There's  no  gei 
tion  gap.  There  were  people  who  j 
"Wow.  a  Black  Shadow!  My  buddy  usi 
have  one."  There  were  those  who 
"Wow.  I've  read  about  the  Black  Sha 
So  that's  what  they're  like."  and  there 
those  who'd  never  heard  of  the  Vir 
and  said  "Lookit  that  engine!" 

But  most  of  the  credit  goes  to.  yes. 

The  fast  bikes,  the  real  racing  mach 
by  process  of  natural  selection  or  j 
sense,  were  in  the  hands  of  fast  riders, 
racers.  Buddy  Parriott  and  Jody  Nict 
dueled  at  Daytona  not  long  ago.  so  v 
the  flag  fell  it  was  something  any  fan  c 
appreciate:  Gilera  vs  Norton,  a  mat 
pair  of  classic  500  Singles  with  a  .soun 
multi  and  surely  no  two-stroke,  can  a 
Then  came  the  Norton  750.  the  BSA 
Velo-Norton  and  the  Ducatis.  ridden 
and  by  the  time  we  got  to  the  guys 
really  didn't  belong  in  a  contest  of  sf 
why,  there  was  no  contest  of  speed 
were  having  the  time  of  our  lives,  ins 

in  VROOM,  nobody  wins  and  nol 
loses.  Comparing  lap  times  for  early 
maha  road-racer,  a  production  ra 
Bultaco.  a  mock-GP  Honda  Twin  a 
27-year-old  Superbike  misses  the  p 
The  sponsoring  club  counted  on  us  to 
within  our  personal  limits  and  we 
Only  man  who  fell  ofll"was  Parriott.  oi 
cool-ofT lap.  ("I  wanted  to  go  around  s 
of  those  corners  fast  just  one  more  tir 
He  came  in  on  the  truck,  covered 
more  dust  than  you'd  see  in  the  Baja 
and  we  all  hooted  and  giggled  ani 
looked  sheepish,  about  as  far  from 
normal  winner's  circle  as  you  can  get 

You  can't  call  this  progress,  exactly 
the  inaugural  event  proved  itself.  The 
was  pleased.  AFIV1  was  pleased  anc 
members  were  pleased. 

Surest  sign  for  me  was  Joe  Parkhurs 
has  a  Honda  CRIIO.  the  production 
racer.  Looks  great,  hasn't  run  for  y 
During  the  weeks  preceding  the  evi 
kept  telling  Joe  he  should  enter  an 
kept  saying,  well,  uh.  yeah,  maybe. 

Spies  in  my  circle  tell  me  Joe  was  ii 
control  tower  when  we  all  came  up  t< 
starting  line,  and  he  looked  like  a  kid 
no  Christmas. 

On  the  day  after  the  race.  Joe  cam 
the  oRice.  He  got  home  from  the  race 
started  getting  his  bike  ready.  He 
gonna  mi.ss  the  next  one. 
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LETTERS 


BURNED  UP  OVER  'CHIPS' 

This  is  a  complaint,  not  about  you.  but 
TV.  1  watch  "CHiPs"  on  our  local  station 
to  humor  my  kids  and  it  burns  me  up  more 
each  time  I  watch  it. 

The  side  by  side  riding  shown  on  every 
program  is  probably  one  of  the  worst  parts. 
We  just  had  a  young  man  cream  his  new 
Gold  Wing  with  the  .same  process.  The  guy 
on  the  inside  of  the  turn  hit  sand  and 
skidded  outward.  This  brought  him  into 
contact  with  the  Cioid  Wing  and  BANG.  I 
asked  how  come  they  were  riding  side  by 
side  instead  of  staggered  and  the  answer 
was.  "Hell,  that's  the  right  way.  They  do  it 
that  wav  in  the  California  Highway 
Patrol."  ' 

I  d  also  like  to  know  how  in  hell  they  talk 
to  each  other  while  riding  down  the  free- 
waN  at  the  speeds  required  out  there?  In 
general,  a  lot  of  people  are  learning  a  lot  of 
bad  riding  habits  from  the  program  and 
someone  ought  to  at  least  mention  it  in 
your  magazine. 

I've  been  riding  since  1946  and  I  like 
Allan  Girdler's  comments  a  lot.  My  boy  is 
14  now  and  has  restored  a  1953  H-D  Pacer 
which  he  will  ride  from  \>  to  16  years  of 
age  since  thev  are  restricted  to  le.ss  than  5 


hp  in  that  age  group  here  in  Morida.  Td 
just  as  st)on  he  learned  the  right  way  and 
things  like  "CHiPs"  don't  help  a  bit. 

Jim  DeLory 
Panama  City.  Fla. 

MAY  VARIETY 

Congratulations  on  your  May  issue  for 
being  the  best  and  most  informative  issue 
in  a  long  time.  I  found  a  wide  variety  of 
subjects  and  no  Honda  magazine  supple- 
ments stapled  between  your  covers.  Keep 
up  the  good  work. 

Kent  Gallaway 
Chico,  Calif. 

WHIZZER  GIVEAWAY 

Regarding  "The  New  Whizzer"  in  your 
May  issue,  vou  blew  it!  That  "drive-in" 
may  look  like  1950  but  the  SI. 85  steak 
sandwich  and  BBQ  Beel"  on  the  window 
poster  says  that  it  is  all  1979! 

Ken  Kauffman 
Burnsville,  Minn. 

KAWASAKI  BUG  BITES 

After  an  absence  of  four  years  from 
cycling,  the  bug  bit  again  and  I  am  now  the 


proud  ow  ner  of  a  Kawasaki  KZ1300. 
happy  to  report  this  bike  is  everything 
road  test  in  the  April  issue  said  it  was. 
tremendous  machine  never  seems  t 
working  hard,  the  ride  is  excellent  and 
quiet. 

Carl  Piep 
Hudson. 

NOTES  FROM  GERMANY 

I  am  presently  stationed  in  lirlai 
West  Germany,  and  anticipate  scpar; 
from  the  service  in  October  of  this  yi 

Unlike  military  bases  state-side, 
are  few  Gl  bikers  here,  owing  probab 
the  red  tape  of  bringing  a  presenlK  i>\ 
machine  over,  the  stupendous  ct)st  u 
surance.  and  the  high  cost  ol'a  d(.>mesi 
imported-to-Germany  machine.  Noi 
forgotten  is  the  ridiculous  exchange  \\\ 
1.80  Deutsch  Marks  to  each  U.S.  d> 
This  does  not.  however,  keep  soldier^ 
me  from  reading  every  two-w  hccler  [ 
can  reach,  thinking  of  what  I  woul 
doing  were  I  at  home  or  checking  ou 
natives. 

Europeans,  and  particularly  Gern 
are  a  people  on  two  wheels.  While  the 
frets  over  the  prospect  of  a  dollar  a  g 


New  STP  Carb  Spray 
Cleaner  contains  an  im- 
proved formula  that  re- 
moves gum,  varnish 
and  sludge  from  dirty 
carburetors,  linkage,! 
automatic  chokes  | 
and  PCV  valves . . . 
even  better  than  the 
old  familiar  STP 
Carburetor  Cleaner 
formula. 

Clean  carburetors 
help  engines  run  as  the\ 
should . . .  STP  Carb 
Spray  Cleaner  cleans 
carburetors. 


New  from  STP 

An  improved 

carburetor  i 
spray  cleaixl 


'^'wns  PCVValve  and  Choke 
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IT  DOESN'T  HAVE  TO  BE  A 
FORD  TO  GET  THE  NIOST  OUT  OF 
AUTOUn  SMRK  PUIGS. 


You  probably  know  that  Autolite  makes  plugs  for 
Foi"(l  cars. 

But  if  you're  into  things  that  move  on  firo  ^ 
wheels,  you  may  not  know  that  Autolite  makes 
the  same  high  efficiency  plugs  for  just  about 
every  bike  ever  made,  Ameiican  or 
impoited. 

So  if  you're  into  something  as  hairy 
as  a  Suzuki  RM  400  or  as  undemanding 
as  an  Indian  Mini  Mini,  you  won't  have 
fai*  to  lide  to  find  good  i)lugs. 


FRAM 


/lutolite 


Fram  and  Autolite  are  Bendix  Companies 
Fram  Corporation,  Providence,  Rhode  Island  02916 


r 


WHAT  DO  YOU 
AND  REG  PRIDMORE 
HAVE  IN  COMMON? 


□  You  were  the  AM  A 
Superbike  champion 
three  years  in  a  row. 


11 


□  Pierre  desRoches  built 
and  tunes  your 
motorcycle. 

□  You  use  Golden  Spectre  4  Synthetic 
Blend  20W/50  motor  oil  right  off  the 
shelf. 


We  hope  you  checked  all  three  boxes,  especially  the  last  one. 
You  obviously  know  a  good  oil  when  it  comes  along.  There  are 
several  advantages  to  using  Golden  Spectro  4.  If  you  race  and 
are  into  your  motor  all  the  time  you'll  see  one  right  away.  Vir- 
turally  no  wear.  Parts  last  much  longer.  If  you're  a  street  guy  you 
may  notice  you  don't  use  oil  between  changes  or  that  your 
bike  runs  cooler.  One  reason  for  all  this  is  that  Golden  Spectro  4 
employs  a  friction  modifier  which  dramatically  reduces  fluid 
drag.  Some  other  reasons  are  these: 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  contains  a  special  methacryiate  polymer 
which  won't  shear.  It  stays  in  grade  as  long  as  it  stays  In  your 
bike. 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  utilizes  diester  synthetic  which  greatly  ex- 
tends the  lubricating  value  of  the  already  high  quality 
petroleum  oils  we  use. 

•  Golden  Spectro  4  offers  true  race  frock  protection  levels  as 
well  OS  long  mileage  cleanliness. 


Intercontinental  Lubricants  Corp. 
Box  208.  Brookfelld,  Conn.  06604 


^  SIDECAR 


EQUAIEAN  SIDECAR  CO.  6141  W.  ORANGE,  no.32,  CVPRESS.  CALIFORNIA  90630 
■anufactured  in  U.S.A.  under  patents  no. 4,022.483 ^  244,365,  others  pendinj. 
dealer  inquiries  intited. 


the 
"HOCKER 


gasoline.  Germans  pay  90  pfennig  per 
(about  $2.30  per  gallon)  and  are  glad 
that  low.  Mopeds  oo/.e  from  the  c 
blestone.  the  BMW  RIOORS  rules  the 
lobahn  and  Honda  750s  are  quite  c 
mon.  The  "tuck  it  in"  cafe  style  is  in  \  oi 
Most  German  riders  are  on  lOOcc  1 
cules.  250  Yamahas.  or  some  other 
mid-size  machine,  although  I  have  seei 
1100  Yamaha,  two  or  three  Kawasaki 
the  Z-1  type,  a  brand  spanking  new  ( 
Honda,  and  would  you  believe  a  ( 
Wing  with  clubman  bars  and  a  cjuai 
fairing  (forgive  me  for  looking). 

We  who  ride  motorcycles  in  the  U.S.! 
fortunate.  We  are  now  in  a  position  to  \\ 
ourselves  as  participants  in  a  many-f; 
ted  sport.  With  the  present  energ\  crui 
we  are  in  a  position  to  use  the  etticienc 
our  mounts  as  legisliitive  leverage.  WV 
you  believe  that  there  is  a  coiiinicrcia 
the  Armed  Forces  network  which 
motes  the  idea  of  motorcycles  as  transj 
tation?  We  must  not.  however,  sit  bac 
our  stepped  seats  and  watch  our  eng 
being  .seized  by  Capitol  Hill. 

SGT  Rickey  L.  Cro.* 
APO  New  York 


YOSHIMURA  GSIOOO 

I  just  wanted  to  congratulate  you  for 
excellent  report  on  the  Yoshimura  GSl 
in  the  May  issue.  Your  competition.  Cy 
has  covered  various  superbikes.  the  Ve 
Kawasaki  and  Longevity  BMW  to  m 
the  two  most  recent,  but  your  coverage 
far  superior  to  theirs. 

Even  though  I  subscribe  exclusivel' 
Cycle  World.  I  do  buy  issues  of  o 
publications,  especially  if  there  is  st 
article  pertaining  to  roadracing  or  the  r 
and  machines.  Since  you  demonstrt 
your  willingness  to  expend  time,  ene 
and  money  to  report  on  the  GS 1000, 1  w 
continued  on  piifn 
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Illustration  tii  P.M.  McK 


IHE  NEWGENERAnON  BMW 


THER65. 

Proof  that  bigger 
isn't  always  better. 


For  some  years  now,  as  mo' 
torcycles  have  grown  larger,  there's 
been  a  pressing  need  for  a  high'quality 
cycle  in  the  mid'size  market. 

With  the  new  R65,  BMW 
fills  that  need.  Because  it  offers  riders 
the  traditional  BMW  strengths  -  our 
unique  "balanced  performance,"  our 
well-known  quality  construction  — in  a 
high-performance,  downsized  package. 
It's  an  excellent  way  for  a  rider  to  move 
up  to  a  BMW  without  having  to  reach 
so  far  down  into  his  wallet. 

The  R65  is  a  mover.  Cycle 
U6rld  did  the  mile  in  14.31  at  92.49 
mph.  It's  a  fine  sports  machine,  with 
the  low-end  torque  so  essential  to  true 
over-the-road  performance.  And  it's  a 
fine  touring  cycle,  with  its  long-travel 
suspension  and  superior  rider  comfort. 

Because  the  R65  is  smaller 
than  our  other  motorcycles,  it  is  also 
more  compact,  lighter,  and  feels  even 
more  nimble  —  making  it  ideal  for  both 
men  and  women.  And  because  it  is 
lighter,  we  have  been  able  to  create  a 
suspension  system  with  all  the  bump- 
swallowing  characteristics  our  larger 
machines  are  so  famous  for. 

The  R65  features  cast  alloy 
wheels  which  offer  superior  strength 
and  low  unsprung  weight.  They  also 


have  a  special  rim  design  that  provides 
extra  stability  and  control  in  the  event 
of  a  sudden  flat  tire. 

Naturally,  the  R65  has  shaft 
drive,  quite  unique  in  its  class.  (We 
pioneered  the  shaft-drive  concept.)  No 
grease,  no  adjustments,  no  noise.  And 
a  pleasure  to  own. 

The  R65  is  constructed  with 
many  cast  alloy  parts  for  lighter 
weight,  and  the  horizontally-opposed 
twin  keeps  engine  weight  low.  The  re- 
sult is  super  performance,  handling  and 
maneuverability  for  a  motorcycle  of 
650cc. 

Of  course,  the  R65  has  also 
inherited  the  engineering  simplicity  of 
its  big  brothers.  Which  means  it  is  easy 
to  maintain,  no  matter  where  your 
travels  take  you. 

Last  but  not  least,  the  R65 
comes  with  a  12-month  unlimited  mile- 
age limited  warranty.  When  BMW 
makes  a  motorcycle,  it  makes  a  commit- 
ment to  your  riding  pleasure. 

Go  to  your  nearest 
BMW  dealer  and  ask  to  see  ^"'^ 
the  new  generation  BMW.  h  r~jj 
TheR65.  it-M 


Bavarian  Motor  Works 


Looi{foT  yottr  local  BMW  dealer  in  the  Teilow  Panes,  or  write  for  our  fine  brtxrhurc,  As\  us  about  our  European  delivery  plan. 

U  S  Imfwrter  Butler  O  Smith.  Inc..  Dept.  W  i.  ^(omtKHl.  >ij  07648 /Compton,  CA  90224.  Canada:  BMW  MotoTcycle  Dutnbutors,  Ontario, 


Best  Performance 

in  an  OiVOf  f-Road  Series. 

Tlie  1979  Honda  XLs. 


Sound  like  we're  handing  you  a 
line?  We  are.  The  best  and  big- 
gest line  of  dual-purpose  motor- 
cycles going.  The  Honda  XLs. 

Street  sweet.  Dirt  worthy  Good- 
time  transportation  alternatives. 
Six  bikes  designed  to  do  the  work 
of  twelve. 

Super  Tech  Starts  Here. 

When  you  talk  about  the  broad 
capabilities  and  fun  of  Honda's  XLs, 
you're  also  talking  about  advanced 
motorcycle  technology.  Honda  Total 
Concept  Engineering.  Each  compo- 
nent system-designed  to  harmonize 
on  a  specific  bike. 

XL  Excellence. 

A  tech  check  on  the  three  biggest 
XLs  tells  the  story.  Diamond  frames 


that  use  the  engine  as  a  chassis 
member  for  increased  rigidity.  Hot- 
sparking,  maintenance-free  CD  igni- 
tion. Automatic  compression  releases. 
Long-travel  suspension  with  leading- 
axle  forks.  And  inverted,  lay-down, 
gas-charged  rear  shocks. 

Special  Honda-designed  dual- 
purpose  tires  give  you  claw  action 
in  dirt,  smooth  ride  on  pavement. 
And  Honda  gives  you  an  unequalled 
reputation  for  four-stroke  reliability 
and  economy 

XLSOOS.The  New  King  Single. 

It's  here  at  last.  Traditional  big 
single  virtues,  like  massive  torque 
and  broad  powerband.  Easier  to 
kick  over,  thanks  to  the  automatic 
compression  release.  The  big-bore, 
short-stroke,  four-valves-per-cylinder 


design  makes  it  a  free  breather, 
dual  engine  vibration  counterb 
ancers  make  it  a  pleasure  to  ric 

The  XL500S  is  a  street  bike  o 
exceptional  character  And  it's  a 
bike  that  can  do  it  all,  from  afte 
noons  at  the  cycle  park  to  bike 
ing  excursions  into  the  high  pir 
woods  or  the  wilds  of  lower  B< 

Check  the  credentials.  More 
pension  travel  than  any  compe 
dual-purpose  machine.  A  23-in( 
front  wheel.  And  10.2  inches  ol 
ground  clearance. 

This  is  the  one  you've  been 
waiting  for.  The  civilized  big 
single.  With  more  spirit  than 
anything  in  its  class. 

XL250S.  Same  Story, 
MId-slze. 

For  the  rider  who  wants  all 
the  XL500S  advanced  tech- 
nology features  in  a  mid-  I 
sized  package,  the 
XL250S  has  no  equal. 
It's  the  machine  that 
rewrote  state-of-the-art 


jal-purpose  motorcycles.  The 
hat  was  first  on  the  scene 
exclusive  touches  like  the 
ch  front  wheel  for  improved 
ng.  steering  and  braking. 

SS.  Another  New  Face. 

ou  want  to  go  lighter  still, 
i  another  new  way  to  do  it. 
ponsive  ISOcc  single,  the  only 
troke  in  its  class.  New  frame 
uspension,  with  longer  legs 
any  comparable  machine, 
a  lean  and  nimble  setup 
ran  get  a  beginner  going — 
till  satisfy  a  veteran. 

5S,XL100S,XL75. 
e  Doesn't  Mean 
Fun. 

)en  it  comes  to  novice  and 
;r  riders,  we've  still  got  you 
covered.  With  three 

lightweights  that  are  all 

XL,  from  diamond 
frames  to  proven 
OHC  singles.  Like 
the  senior  family 


members,  they're  equipped  for  the 
street.  And  full  of  fun  off  road. 

The  Honda  XLs.  Technically 
advanced.  True  dual-purpose 
bikes  that  are  neat  on  the  street 
and  also  like  to  play  dirty  The  fun 
starts  at  your  Honda  dealer. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

protection.  Keep  lights  on.  Model  availability 
may  be  limited. XLI85S,XL125S,XLI0OS  and  XL75 
are  designed  for  operator  use  only  For  free  bro- 
chure, write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc., 
Dept.  CW89XI,  Box  50,  Gardena,  CA  90247. 
See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer. 
©1979  AHM. 


HONDA. 
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Extra  Premium 

The  Ultimate  4-stroke  Motorcycle  Oil 


Tbdav's  sophisticated 
high  performance  ma- 
chines need  more  from 
an  oil  than  ever  before. 
Bel-Ray  Extra  Premium  Oil  is 
specially  formulated  for  the 
modern  4-stroke  motorcycle,  It 
offers  extra  protection,  extra 
performance  and  extra  depend 
ability.  High  film  strength  min- 
imizes heat  due  to  friction  and 
allows  the  engine  to  run  cooler, 
even  under  the  extreme  con- 
ditions of  long  distance  touring. 
EXP's  spedal  detergent  add- 


itives give  you  greater 
mileage  betv\/een  oil 
changes  and  l<eeps  the 
engine  running  clean  and 
free  of  sludge  and  varnish. 

Bel-Ray  EXP  exceeds  all  motor- 
cycle manufacturers  require- 
ments for  air-cooled  and 
water-cooled  4-stroke  engines 
and  transmissions. 

A  premium  motorcycle 
deserves  an  extra  premium  oil. 
Bel-Ray  exp,  the  ultimate 
4-stroke  motorcycle  oil. 


■EUUY  COMPANY.  INC.,  INTERNATIONAL  CORP.  HDQTRS. 

PC  Box  529,  Dapt  BR■^*.  Farmingdal*.  NJ  07727.  |201|  938-2421 .  Talu  13247a 


NATIONAL  SALES  OFFICE 

561  S  SItte  Co«ege  Blvd..  Dept  Bn.14.  Full«rton.  OA  92631 .  (714)  738-9474 


r  THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A_  ^ 


mOTOIKYClS 

fliKiinnics 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 

Cn>c«go  Cxfnput  2B40  Nofih  H«liied  SI'Mr  Ch>c«ga  lllmoit  606ST  317-939-0771 
Floiid*  Camput  13T00  N  W  I9ih  A«(>   Ba*  U  Mi»mt  Florida  330M  30S'US-M66 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

□  I  am  a  veteran. 


Name 


Age 


Telephone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


14/CYCLE  WORLD 


>ur  curves  make  it  easy 

for  you  to  handle  yours^ 

nnouncins  the  anatomically  designed  Castre 
oad  Racing  Glove. 


vV 


i 


The  Castre  Road  Racing  Glove  was  de 
signed  specifically  for  the  Touring  and  Road  Racing 
enthusiast  by  a  dedicated  group  of  professionals. 

This  is  the  first  and  finest  automatically  de 
signed  road  racing  glove  on  the  market  today. 

Just  check  out  Castre's  TRI-CURVP"  fea 
tures,  which  are  built-in,  to  eliminate  blisters  causec 
by  bunching. 

Count  the  curves. 

One.  Curved  across  your  knuckles 
Two.  Curved  laterally  from  your 

wrist  to  little  finger. 
Three.  Curved  the  length  of  your 
hand. 

With  extra  palm  padding,  plus  reinforcec 
protection  on  both  the  thumb  and  index  finger  to 
help  minimize  seam  tears. 


J 


A  Velcro  closure  lets  you  secure  the  extn 
long  leather  gauntlet  over  your  riding  gear  and 
leathers. 

Made  of  the  finest  cowhide  with  triple 
braided  double-stitched  seams  to  help  reduce  tear- 
outs.  Competitively  priced  and  available  in  men's 
sizes,  small,  medium,  large  and  extra-large. 

Castre  gloves  give  you  the  comfort  and 
control  you  need  to  handle  the  most  difficult  ride. 

So  take  those  curves,  with  Castre. 


00 

d  Racing  Glove 


Gloves  for  all  seasons, 

and  all  reasons! 


5TRE  INCORPORATED 

TRENA  AVENUE 

ICASTER,  PENNSYLVANIA  17601 

istre  Motorcycle  Products  available  at  participating  Castre  dealers 
ough  Castre  Inc.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


1 


meet  the  eliminator!. 

Here  are  3  ways  to  elimirtale  your  problems  and  get  the 
best  perlormance  from  your  bike.  Carb  Medic  cleans 
carburetors,  eliminates  gasoline  waste,  rough  idling, 
stalling  and  hard  starting.  Carb  Medic  comes  in  a 
14  oz.  aerosol  spray  and  a  16  oz.  pour  spout  can. 
Liquid  Wrench  No.  2  eliminates  squeaks,  protects 
metal,  loosens  rusted  parts,  and  dries  wet  engines. 
Liquid  Wrench  No.  2  is  featured  in  an  11  oz. 
aerosol  spray  and  is  available  in  other  sizes. 


2  WAY  NOZZLE B 


LIQUID 
WRENCH 


fcfUa  SYSTEM  TRO;^ 


CARBURETOR 
HOKE&VALVl 


ill^V  VALVES 

:  PJAT  RISER  VALVES^ 

."  Carburetor  link*"* 


Radiator  Specialty  Company/Charlotte.  North  Carolina  28234 


Contemporary  Trans-Am  styling 
with  integral  fuel  cell,  comfortable 
two-up  seating  and  a  glove  box.  Total 
weight  of  14  lbs.  and  lower  seating  posi- 
tion combine  to  improve  handling.  Trans-Am 
fairings  and  bodies  are  available  for  most  models. 


TRACY 
709  E.  Guiierre; 
Santa  Barliaia  CA  93103 
ie05l  963^3521 


adjacent  to  the  river.  After  cha.sing  ir 
merable  trespassers  off  my  property.  I  1 
come  to  regard  a  pickup  truck  with  a 
bike  in  the  back  as  "the  enemy." 

I'm  afraid  the  problem,  created 
minority  of  R.V.  users,  will  force  prop 
owners  to  demand  legislation  to  stop 
use  of  such  equipment  on  public  lands 
greatly  increase  the  present  penalties 
aggravated  trespass. 

Again  the  majority  will  suffer  for 
acts  of  just  a  few. 

Pat  Fitzger; 
Shreveport. 

OLD-FASHIONED  FATHERS 

In  your  May  Cycle  IVorhl  ihe  letter 
to  you  by  James  Bertolucci  and  your 
swer  was  in  my  mind  the  most  mo 
letter  I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading 
very  long  time. 

The  letter  from  the  boy  and  the  U 
you  sent  to  the  boy's  father  came  so  t 
to  my  life  that  I  found  tears  coming  d 
my  face  when  I  finished  reading  it. 

I  also  wanted  a  cycle  when  1  was 
however  my  father  was  against  it  an 
very  strongly  that  1  gave  up  the  idea  of 
having  one. 

Later  in  life  when  I  finally  became 
owner  of  a  Harley-Davidson  !  bega 
understand  why  he  was  so  against 
riding.  I  also  found  out  later  in  life  tha 
father  ran  down  a  man  riding  a  molorc 
and  ril  bet  he  always  remembers  it. 

In  growing  up  and  riding  many  mc 
cycles  I  could  tell  you  a  lot  of  h;iir-rai 
stories  and  dangers  of  cycling.  Howev 
have  been  very  lucky  and  never  been 
riding.  I  still  ride  and  I  don't  see 
rea.son  to  stop  at  the  age  of  55. 

We  all  love  our  children  and  tr 
protect  them  from  harm  and  agony.  H 
ever,  we  must  let  them  grow  up  and 
come  as  they  wish— people  of  the  wor 

R.M.  Hogc 
Flagstaff.  / 

Ju.st  wanted  to  mention  that  vour  U 
to  James  Bertolucci  was  masterful, 
fair,  very  honest.  It  really  struck  the  t 
note  with  this  biker-the  one  who 
carries  pieces  of  Guatemalan  street  ir 
chin. 

Charlie  Fox 
Los  Angeles.  C 

Hello.  I'm  a  beginner  biker  and 
article  in  your  magazine  caught  my  at 
tion.  that  is.  "One  Old-Fashioned  Fa 
to  Another." 

I've  only  been  riding  for  two  or  t 
months.  I  have  a  '75  Honda  36()T.  It's 
first  bike  and  I  taught  myself  how  to  c 
it  on  a  school  parking  lot.  I  spen 
minutes  getting  acquainted  with  the 
then  I  took  it  out  on  the  road. 
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MIR  RIDERS  WRITE  BEHER  ADS  THAN  WE  Da 


The  cost  of  a  motorcycle  is  not  the 
;ticker  price.  If  you've  ever  had  to  sell 
mything  less  than  a  Harley-Davidsonf 
rou  understand.  Your  actual  cost  is  the 
iifference  between  original  purchase^ 
)rice  and  resale  value.  JIL^ 

The  bottom  line  is  right  there  in  your 
ocal  newspaper.  Regardless  of  where  you 
ive,  the  story's  the  same  throughout 
he  country.  Compared  to  the  Japanese 
nanufacturersf  Harley-Davidsons  retain 
)y  far  the  greatest  percentage  of  their 
)riginal  selling  price. 

Why?  Is  it  the  classic  styling?  The 
egendary  durability  and  ease  of  mainte- 


nance? The  76  years  of  refinement  behind 
the  V-Twin  engine?  Or  is  it  something 
bigger.  Like  a  nindamental  under- 
standing of  the  essence  of  motorcycling. 

However  you  weigh  the  reasons,  it's 
a  fact.  And  if  you  need  more  convincing 
than  your  local  press,  check  the  motor- 
cycle blue  book  or  the  N.A.D.A.  appraisal 
guide.  A  Harley-Davidson  is  more  than  a 
unique  motorcycle.  It's  ■■^^■H 
the  one  sound  investment  H|^^^^B 
in  motorcycling.  h^SSSSS^ 

•Based  on  800cc  +  engine  displacement 

UNTIL  YOin/E  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
YOU  HAVEN7  BEEN  ON  A  MOTORCYCLL 


THE^^IJcFOR 
SPEED  &  COMFORT 


Lishtweisht,  comfortable  protection  is  important  on  the  racetracl< 
—  and  that's  just  where  Arai  helmets  are  proving  themselves  to  be 
risht  out  front  in  top  quality  protection. 

Arai  helmets  are  chosen  by  some  of  today's  best  racers,  experts  like 
Aksland,  Baldwin,  Boody,  Brow,  Burgett,  Cooley,  Ekiund,  Ongais, 
Singleton,  Spencer  &  more  who  know  the  importance  of  the  best 
head  protection  and  appreciate  the  advantages  of  a  really 
comfortable  helmet. 

Arai  protection?  Ask  the  racer  who's  put  one  to  use!  Comfortable, 
quality  protection  should  be  no  less  important  to  every  motor- 
cyclist and  a  complete  range  of  Arai  helmets  is  available  for  every 
taste  and  need.  Arai  comfort?  Ask  the  rider  who  wears  one! 
Check  out  the  Arai  helmet  line  at  your  dealer  —  from  the  Super- 
Lightweight  RX-7  and  other  SNELL-75  models  right  on  through  to 
the  wide  selection  of  ~~         X75  — —  .S75 

special  design/color  ^  $89.95 

finishes  available  to  r—^a^iw 
compliment  just  l^^Slk.  O 

about  any  bike  on 
the  road. 


SNELL1975 


Arai  helmets  are  available  from  motorcycle  dealers  across  the  country  throu3h  the 
distributors  listed  below,  or  write  Arai  Helmet  Ltd.  —  P.O.  Box  421,  Tenafly,  N.J.  07670. 


Accessory  Distributors,  Inc. 
175  Fair  Street 
Palisades  Park,  NJ.  07650 
(800)  932-0303  in  New  Jersey 
(800)  631-2505  other  states 

Cycle  Parts  Distributing 
2300  East  Douglass 
Wichita,  Kan.  67214 
(800)  362-2452  in  Kansas 
(800)  835-2712  other  states 


Wheelsport 
2424  N.E.  Riverside  Way 
Portland,  Ore.  97211 
(800)  452-6289  In  Oregon 
(800)  547-8028  other  states 

Self  Cycle  &  AAarine 
516  Jefferson  Blvd. 
Tan-ant,  Ala.  35217 
(205)  841-5537  in  Alabama 
(800)  633-3426  other  states 


A  full  color  brochure  illustratins  the  entire  range  of 
Arai  helmets  is  available;  send  50  cents  to  cover 
postage  &  handling  to  Arai  —  P.O.  Box  421,  Tenafly, 
N.J.  07670  for  your  brochure  by  return  First  Class  Mail. 


A  lot  of  best  friends  have  died  on  bike; 
but  I  don't  plan  to  go  that  way.  I'm  a  new 
biker  and  I  really  enjoy  the  freedom  it  gives 
you. 

Some  friends  are  helping  me  with  ad- 
vice and  knowledge  they  have  acquired 
One  habit  1  picked  up  fast:  I  never  ride 
without  my  helmet  and  gloves  plus  boots 
and  jeans  and  a  jacket. 

All  this  with  my  father's  blessings— as  he 
knows  what  it's  like.  He  owned  a  60C 
BMW  with  sidecar  for  10  years.  I  hope  to 
enjoy  myself  on  my  new  bike  for  years  to 
come. 

Peter  Schonrock 
Oakville,  Ontario 


BOOKS  WANTED 

I'd  like  to  ask  some  of  your  long-time 
readers  to  dust  off  their  bookshelves.  In  the 
late  1960s  and  early  '70s,  CYCLE 
WORLD  BOOKS  offered  some  books  that 
slipped  by  before  I  became  aware  of  them., 
Those,  and  a  few  other  titles  that  have 
escaped  me,  are: 

Wheels  of  Fortune  by  Jim  Redman 
My  Son  Mike  by  Stan  Hailwood 
Past  Masters  of  Speed  by  Dennis  May 
Full  Chat  by  Noel  Pope 
and  any  of  Joe  Scalzo's  books  on  Dick 
Mann,  Bart  Market  and  Gary  Nixon. 

If  anyone  can  help  me  locate  any  ofi 
these  books,  I'd  greatly  appreciate  it.  It| 
may  help  preserve  the  sanity  of  a  snow-' 
bound  New  England  rider. 

Douglas  Whitbeck 
139  Locust  St. 
Swansea,  Mass.  02777 

BADGES  AlVYONE 

As  a  collector  of  small  metal  (lapel  type) 
motorcycle  badges,  I  would  like  to  contact 
fellow  collectors  in  the  U.S.  so  as  to  swap 
with  them. 

I  would  be  most  interested  in  hearing 
from  anyone  who  would  like  to  swap  club, 
rally,  race  meeting  badges,  etc. 

Terry  Davis 

42  Fisher  St. 

Clifton  4361 

Queensland,  Australian 
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Illustration  by  T.  McEo 


When  it  comes  to 
all-around  perionnance,  nobody 
out-perionns  Suzuki. 

Case  in  point:  The  GS-750. 

Growing  Legend.  Introduced 
a  scant  three  years  ago.  this  bike 
has  become  the  standard  by 
which  other  750s  are  often  com- 
pared. Not  surprising.  Because 
this  powerful,  agile  and  beau- 
tifully balanced  machine 
excels  in  all  phases  of 
performance.  Truly,  it  is  a 
precision  instrument.  n( 

How  Legends  Are  Made. 
Its  quickness  comes  from  .* 
Suzuki's  proven  4-stroke  "\ 
DOHC  powerplant.  Its 
agility  is  the  resujrfy^  a  light 
but  rigid  chassis  plus  out- 
standing action  ftom  front 
forks^  rear  shocks.  An^Uts 
overall  completeness  stems  ' 
from  such  fine  features  as  disc  ^ 
brakes  front  and  rear,  high- 
performance  tires,  digital  gear 
indicator  and  an  electric  outlet 
for  accessories. 

Best  of  all,  it's  built  with  Suzuki's 
legendary  craftsmanship.  So  you 
know  it'll  put  on  a  long-rurming 
performance.  / 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-750  is  one  of  the  world's^ 
areat  peifoimeis.  \ 


SUZUKI 


Suzuki.  The  performer. 


n<M»      ■  ■ 
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fESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
\NUAL  OF  MOTORCYCLE 
MAINTENANCE 


ANUALOlMOfORCYCLE 
MAINTENANCE 


rd  REVISED 
HON 


THE  BOOK  THAT  MAKES  EXPt  HIS  Of  BEQINNEHS 
FEATURING  MAfH.EV  0AVIDSON  INDIAN  t  MUSTANG 


GENtnAL  INDEX  OF  CONTENTS 
;VENTIVI-  MAINTENANCE  Pagm  9  to  73 

5STI0NS  AND  ANSWERS  Pl9«»  74  10  MS 

'ANCED  SHOP  PROCEDURES  P»gM  148  to  271 

■ClAL  TOOLS  P<HM  272  to  283 

iENTIALS  OF  SPEED  Pwn  784  to  2»7 

ITAHY  AND  VINTAGE  MODELS  PaOM  29«  'o  328 


publlslwd  by 

BAGNALL  PUBLISHING  CO. 


hy  Paul  Brokaw 
Ba^nall  Publishing  Co. 
81  Van  Ripper  Lane 
Orlinda.  Calif. 
$8.0()  postpaid    328  pp. 


Looking  at  this  pocket-book  sized  vol- 
ume of  some  328  pp.  the  reviewer  is 
apt  to  say  well  there  goes  Bagnall  trying  to 
shift  a  lot  of  old  rubbish  out  of  the  back  of 
the  warehouse  again  as  the  book  is  mostly 
about  Harleys.  Indians  and  Mustang  semi- 
scooters.  In  fact,  the  printing  and  numer- 
ous illies  have  the  look  of  one  of  those 
volumes  about  of  the  '30s  Johnson  Smith 
catalogue  about  How  To  Fill  leeth  For 
Fun  And  Profit  or  How  To  Build  Your  Ow  n 
Camera  Obscura.  However  a  closer  look 
will  reveal  lots  of  basic  information  that 
somehow  has  slipped  past  our  ken  such  as 
what  really  does  a  voltage  cut-out  do.  an 
explanation  on  how  to  reckon  compression 
ratio,  motor  operation  at  high  altitudes,  a 
dissertation  on  piston  ring  design  and  in 
fact  most  of  those  questions  which  we  go 
wandering  around  the  office  trying  to  hnd 
out.  It  is  true  that  the  book  will  have  little 


attraction  for  the  flashy  type  with  a  Honda 
Six  or  the  latest  chrome-bore  Kwacker  125 
but  there  are  probably  thousands  of  im- 
pecunious people  scattered  across  Amer- 
ica who  either  have  a  junker  Harley  or 
Indian  or  know  where  they  can  find  one. 
Mr.  Bagnall's  tome  oflers  a  great  deal  of 
surprisingly  complete  information  on  me- 
chanical aspects  ofthe.se.  including  doing 
up  the  gearbox,  how  to  tune  Schebler 
carbs.  how  and  what  to  set  the  tappets, 
wiring  diagrams,  how  to  time  the  engine 
etc.  that  ordinarily  one  would  have  to 
schlepp  down  to  the  modern  gleaming 
(and  expensive)  Harley  emporium  to  find 
out.  There  is  a  section  on  Vintage  as  well  as 
Military  models  (The  Daughter  of  the 
Regiment?)  and  frankly  I  think  it  is  worth 
the  $8  (incl  postage)  that  Bagnall  Publish- 
ing wants,  just  for  useful  information. 

—  Henry      Mannev  1II> 


. .  .for  riders 
who  know! 


Bates  Leathers  are  Number  One  by  over  4  to  1 !  That's  what  a  Cycle 
magazine  survey  showed. 

Why  such  popularity?  Why  do  professional  and  pleasure  riders 
alike  specify  Bates  Leathers — and  wait  to  get  Bates  when  they 
might  possibly  make  an  instant  purchase  of  a  lesser  brand? 

Perhaps  the  reason  is  because  Bates  Leathers  are  hand-cut  and 
custom  tailored.  Or  maybe  it's  the  choice  of  over  30  colors.  Or 
perhaps  the  fact  you  can  design  your  own. 

Perhaps  it's  the  uncompromising  workmanship  in  a  world  that 
seems  to  lack  quality  these  days.  Maybe  it's  because  the  top  riders 
in  the  world — men  who  know — wear  Bates  Leathers. 

Whatever  the  reasons  for  Bates  superiority,  why  not  order  your  set 
and  experience  the  joy  of  owning  the  very  best. 

BATES  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  240-WJ,  Long  Beach,  California  90801 

Send  for  complete  kit  of  catalogs  on  Competition  and  Street  Leathers, 
Gloves  and  Accessories,  plus  Leather  Swatches  and  Decals.  Only  $2.00. 
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/  SUPER  DISCOUNTS  ON  FAMOUS  BRAND 

^  TIRES&ACCESSORIES 


ORDER  BY  PHONE -call  TOLL-FREE  1-800-854-31 10  today! 

In  Calif.  1-714-556  RIDE  •  BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp  credit  card  orders  shipped  same  day. 


CONTINENTAL  K112  (R)  &  RB2  (F) 

The  best  high-performance  and  high-mileage 
tire  combination!  '  indicates  tubeiess. 


5108-16 

450H-17 

•450H-17 

325H-18 

400H-16 


K112  M9.21 


K112 
K112 
RB2 
K112 


41.61 
53.44 
33.87 
45.87 
47.10 


•425/85H-18  K112  151.78 
510/80H-18  K112  47.87 
•510-80H-18  K112 
325H-19  RB2 
3S0H-19  RB2 
•350H-19  RB2 


425/85H-t8  K112 

CONTINENTAL  TUBES  -  aii  sizes:  S8.96 


DUNLOP  K81  &  K81  MK  II 

Low  profile  street  tire  with  exceptional  grip  and 
stability.  Use  with  or  without  tube. 

*MT90-16(510-16MKII)  U2.38  325-19  F6  RIB  831.89 

450H-17A  (K87  MK  II)     33.74  360H-19  33.92 

425/85H-18                 40.48  41  OH- 19  38.16 

■510/18  MK  II              44.18  -410H-19  40.72 
•  With  raised  white  letters           MK  H  RIB 
—  add  $5.25  per  tire. 


MICHELIN  M45 

Excellent  traction,  cornering  and  stopping. 

510/90V-17  M48  150.56  425/85V-18  M45 

350H-1B  M45  37.00  350M-t9  M45 

350V-18  M45  44.96  350V-19  M45 

400H-18  M45  42.73  325H19     L27  RIB 


MICHELIN  AIRSTOP  TUBES  -  all  sizes  $4.89  n.  PZ  2  also  available 


GOODYEAR  EAGLE  A/T&GT  II 

Low  profile  —  for  street/touring.  GT  II  has 
bead-to-rim  retention  safety  feature. 

510-16  Arr  $41.11  450-18  A/T  $38.85 

510-17  GT  II  47.85  450-18  GT  II  43.13 

400-18  A/T  35.82  325-19  A/T  29.49 

400-18  GT  II  41.64  350-19  GT  II  RIB  34.97 

A/T  also  available  with  Raised  White  Letters, 
tube-type  or  tubeiess.  Call  for  prices. 
GOODYEAR  TUBES  -  all  sizes  $6  89. 


GT  II 


DUNLOP  K91  MK  II 

Kevlar  belted  superbike 
street/touring  tire  for  high 
mileage  .  .  .high  speed.  Use 
with  or  without  tube. 

MT90-17  (510-17)  $58.99 

425/85VB-18  50.93 

MT80-18  (510-18)  54.70 

410V-19  RIBBED  43.66 


DUNLOP  K190  &  K88 

New  K190  MX  and  Enduro  with  "dimple" 
blocks  and  rim  saver.  K88  for  big  bikes 
—  K88HT  for  hard  surfaces. 

410-14  K190  $21.24 

500-17  K88  34.58 

410-18  K190  27.10 

460-18  K190  31.76 

500-18  K88  $37.08 

510-18  K88HT  40.31 

300-21  K190  25.30 

325-21  K190  29.41  K190 


GUARANTEE:  aii  tires  and  tubes  are 
first  quality  merchandise.  No  seconds.  No  blems. 
Tire  prices  include  Fed.  Exc.  Tax.  If  you  compare 
prices,  be  sure  freight,  F.E.T.  and  sales  tax  are  in- 
cl  in  total  price  quoted.  Prices  in  previous 
ads  no  longer  valid.        p^^^„^^  ri^j^,  1979 


SHOCKS  &  SPRINGS- SAVE  UP  TO  35tk 

MULHOLLAND  rebuildable  street  and  MX  shocks 
in  I1>i",  12'.",  13",  13V"  lengths.  $38.95 

SPRINGS:  single  rate  $12.95 

progressive  (dual)  rate  $11.95 


A/T 


HIGH-PERFORMANCE 

KE8KER 

Hon  CB750  K  &  F,  69-79 
Kaw  KZ90a/1000.  73-79 
Suz  GS750/10O0,  78-79 
Yam  XS1100,  78-79 
lASSANI 

Hon  XR75  73-78 
Hon  XL250  73-77 
Yam  RD  350/400.  all 
HOOKER 

Hon  ATC-90/110.  70-79 
Hon  CB750K,  69-76 
Yam  XSI/2/650.  all 
Yam  XS750D,  2D.  E 


EXHAUST  SYSTEMS 

4  into  1.  clirome  S1S9.95 
4  mto  1  chrome  169.95 
4  mto  1,  chrome  169.95 
4  into  1,  chrome  1S9.95 


up  or  dn.  bik 
up  or  dn.  blli 
twin,  bill 


$4007 
136.00 


Hi-exit.  bill  39.10 

4  into  1.  chrome  133.45 

2  into  t.  chrome  91.16 

3  mm  1.  chrome  134.30 

Partial  listing  only.  If  your  bike  is  not 
listed,  write  or  phone  toll  free  1-800- 
854-3110  for  application  and  price. 
Jardlne  exhausts  also  available. 


we  also  sell:  •  amco 
racks/caseguaros  • 
lester  mag  wheels  • 
hang  2  touring  seats 

•  SHOEI  SAODLEBAGS/- 
TRUNKS  •  GOODYEAR. 
YOKOHAMA.  CHENG 
SHIN  MX  TIRES  •  SCOTT 
GOGGLES  •  DRY  RIDER 
RAIN  WEAR  •  AND 
MUCH,  MUCH  MORE 

FOR  PRICES  AND  YOUR 

FREE 

COPY  OF  OUR  CATALOG 
CALL  TOU  FREE 

1-800-854-3110 


LOCKHART  OIL  COOLER  KITS 

Fof  superbikes  —  complete  700  cooler  kil  mcluding 
BP-180  thermostat  lor  cold  weather  oil  control  In  black 
only  H-D  Sportster  t8S.B5:  KZ650  $92.95:  GS550/750 
(uses  500  cooler)  U3.9J:  GS1000  J95.9S:  XS  750 
XS1  too  (93.95  Partial  listing  only 


RIDER  WEAR 

BELL  HELMETS  —  SAVE  UP  TO  I5<vi 

R-T  (Road/Trail)  BIk.  whi.  org.  red.  blu  $49.95 

'Magnum  II  BIk.  whi.  org.  yel.  sil  72.95 

'Star  II  BIk.  whi,  org.  yel  92.95 

•Molo  III  Yel.  whi.  red  19.95 
•SNELL  75  -  AMA  approved 


HI-POINT  BOOTS 

MX/ENOURO  —  In  top  quality  leather  with  stainless 
steel  shinguard  and  5  quick  release  straps  Smooth  MX 
or  roucjh  (cleated)  Enduro  sole  in  half  sizes  5  thru  13 
$92.00 /pr, 

Noll:  As  these  boots  run  large  —  order  ' .  size  SMALL- 
ER than  dress  shoe 

STREET  —  Specially  designed  Kenny  Roberts  boots  in 
top  quality  leather  Padded  gear  shift  points,  non-slip 
sole  and  large  rear  zipper  with  buckles  In  hall  sizes  5 
thru  13  tS3.95/pr. 

MX  JERSEYS 

Fully  cut.  top  quality,  stylish  vented  100%  nylon 
jerseys  in  team  colors  with  cycle  name  across  chest 
and  on  sleeves 

Available  lor  Bui.  Can-Am/Hon./Husq/Kaw./Yam 
and  plain  (no  name)  In  adult  sizes:  XS.  S.  M.  L.  XL 
$1095 

NYLON  MX  PANTS 

Made  of  strong  nylon,  these  pants  offer  maximum 
protection  with  plaslic  knee  cups  (removable)  and  Ihick 
padding  at  hips  Reinforced  seat  In  black  w/yel  stripe, 
blue  w/yel  stripe,  red  w/blk  siripe  Specify  waist  size: 
28,  30.  32  34,  36  or  38  $3«.65/pr. 


SHIPPING  CHARGES 

must  be  added  to  all  prices 

Minimum  order  Wnt  il    MM-     Ent  il 

isStOOO        RKtln    W«l  NUt. 

Front  tires  2.00  2  15  3  35 
Rear  tires  2  (5      4  15      4  95 

Shocks,  springs  2.25  3  25  3.75 
Exhausts  3.60      5  25  6,75 

Boots  2.00      2.85  3.35 

Hetmets/ pants  150  185  2.25 
Ail  others  t  oo      1  30      I  75 

AK,  HI.  PR,  02,  APO/FPO  customers,  use 
3rd  col  Freight  rates  to  Canada,  add  S3  to 
amounts  shown  in  3rd  col  All  orders 
shipped  fully  insured  For  COO  orders,  add 
$1  25  COO  fee  to  freight  charges  No  CCDs 
to  APO/FPO  Of  Canada  addresses. 
Lanadian  and  overseas  catalog  requests 
—  send  USS2  for  airmail  uosiage 


'A 


PHANTOM  RIOER  •  3001  REDHILL  AVE.  bin  201  COSTA  MESA.  CA  92626 

Oly         Si/e     I  Description  Price  ea  Total 


I  enclose  Add  shipping  charges 

DMo  Order    iCerl  Check  nPers  Check  (allow  3  wks  to  clear) 

1 25%  deposit  -  will  pay  balance,  plus  freight  COO 
Charge  to   iVisa/BankAm     IM/Charge    H  Am  Express 
.  I  Please  send  me  your  FREE  catalog  TOTAL 
Accounl  No   E«p  date  


Calil  res  add 
6%  sales  lax 


Bike  year  makt  moilel  - 
kame  


Cily'Slale/Zio  , 


I     Ycjr  prwne  no  (day  lime)  I         I  _ 


I  Nil  TOLL- FREE  1-800-854-3110 


THE  FIRST 
KNOCKER  NORTON  SCENl 


THE  FIRST  KNOCKER 
NORTON  SCENE 

(ALL  YEARS  SOHC  &  DOHQ 


Bruce  Xlain-Smhh 
Publication 


hv  Bruce  Main-Smith 
Molorsporl 
61 15  Gravois 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
$4.95    64  pp. 

Merewith  we  have  presented  the  l;ite 
Bruce  Main-Smith's  series  of  ph 
graphs  of  old  English  (not  necessarily  ( 
Engly-sshe)  bikes.  Obviously  they  are  f 
his  own  coUection-every  racing  photo 
pher  has  seen  the  chap  who  goes  aro 
automatically  taking  pictures  of  ev 
thing-and  in  case  you  have  forgo 
there  are  always  a  couple  of  rendition 
B  M-S  smiling  out  at  you.  Anyway  this 
is  about  "all  years  sohc  and  dohc  Norte 
which  doesn't  necessarily  mean  that 
have  all  sohc  and  dohc  Nortons  b 
representative  collection.  I  find  it 
reassuring  that  in  these  days  where 
treme  Anglophiles  will  get  into  punch 
over  the  exact  original  placing  of  the  ci 
lever,  that  most  of  the  bikes  in  this  bool 
sort  of  hybrids  with  '37  cam  towers 
late  Roadholders  but  mid-Forties 
leading  shoe  brake  with,  however  the 
tire  a  trifle  bigger  than  normal.  And 
body  thinks  anything  of  it,  even  if 
probably  draw  the  line  at  Mikunis. 

A  nice  production,  mostly  photos, 
with  the  sort  of  chatty  commentary 
the  English  do  so  well.  Norton  lovers 
salivate. 

Henry  N.  Manney 
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What  canied  the  Waydem^ 
home  away  fiom  home? 

Kawasaki  accessories. 


^en  the  Haydens  hit  the  road,  they  like  to  go 
n  comfort  As  Tom  once  put  it,  "I  want  an  edge 
3ver  Nature."  That's  where  the  Kawasaki  acces- 
sories came  in. 

Kawasaki  fairings  by  Vetter  with  "Lowers" 
'or  that  full  fairing  look  really  give  Tom  some 
protection  from  the  early  morning  wind. 

The  travel  trunk  and  saddlebags  carry  all 
iie  stuff  that  the  Haydens  can't  travel  without 
rheir  campstove,  the  homemade  hot  sauce 
ivithout  which  breakfast  is  a  bust,  the  anti-bug 


spray,  the  inflatable  pillows,  the  snake-bite  kit, 
Tom's  portable  shaving  mirror,  etc  etc 

The  Haydens  like  to  do  things  right,  so  they 
got  genuine  Kawasaki  accessories.  Not  only 
do  these  accessories  fit  Kawasakis,  they  also  in- 
clude gloves,  jackets,  helmets  and  rainsuits 
that  fit  people,  too. 

If  you  have  any  ideas  about  getting  out  on 
the  road,  drop  by  your  Kawasaki  dealer  and 
check  out  the  full  line  of  accessories. 

Get  your  edge  on  Nature. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


OUT  FRONT  IN  VANS. 

More  Ford  vans  ore  on  the  rood  today  ttian  any 
othier  make.  Ttiere  are  good  reasons  why! 

(based  on  cumulative  registrations  as  of  7/1/77) 

Advanced  van  design.  Ford's  engine  is  set 
forward— for  easy  entry  and  easy  move-around 
room.  Ford  vans  are  built  tough,  withi  rugged 
body-on-frame  construction. 

Personalize  your  Ford,  or  buy  one  already  customized. 
If  you're  really  into  vanning,  you're  into  FORD! 


FORD 


Ford's  roomy  design 

Lots  of  livin'  room!  Even  tilt 
steering  whieel,  swivel/ 
reclining  ctiair  options. 


Tough  frame 

Separate  body-on-frame, 
cushioned  by  rubber  mounts' 


FORC 


FORD  DIVISION 


wonto 


A  LINE  OF  THOUGHT 


aiting  in  line  for  gasoline  last  week- 
If  end.  three  test  riders  on  a  photo 
)t  had  not  read  the  U.S.  Department  of 
rgy  s  Response  Plan  for  reducing  pe- 
:um  consumption.  They  didn't  know 
the  amount  of  petroleum  being  pro- 
;d  and  imported  to  this  country  ex- 
led  the  amount  of  petroleum  products 
ig  consumed  at  that  time.  They  didn't 
A  that  a  lawsuit  between  a  major  oil 
panv  and  the  U.S.  government  had 
L'd  an  oil  field  in  the  U.S.  to  be  closed 
n  pending  an  agreement, 
lies  did  know  that  the  line  they  were 
ing  in  led  to  the  only  gas  station  open 
n\n  that  Saturday.  They  knew  it  was 
mi.  to  home,  their  bikes  had  a  little  less 
1  100  mi.  of  gas  left  and  of  the  dozens 
lations  they  would  pass  on  the  way 
none  would  have  shorter  lines  if  any 
;  open. 

s  now  everyone  is  bored  to  tears  with 
gasoline  shortage.  Readers  have  read 
vthing  and  writers  have  written  every- 


thing there  is  to  write  about  it.  But  there 
are  a  few  heartening  messages  for  motor- 
cyclists from  our  vantage  point  in 
California. 

Motorcyclists  are  exempted  from  the 
California  odd-even  sort-of  rationing  plan. 
The  plan  limits  motorists  to  purchasing 
gasoline  on  odd  numbered  days  only  if  the 
last  number  of  their  license  plate  was  an 
odd  number,  and  on  even  numbered  days 
if  the  last  digit  of  their  license  plate  was 
even.  Motorcyclists  can  fill  up  on  either 
day  without  regard  to  the  license  numbers. 
Could  the  state  officials  realize  motorcy- 
cles are  more  economical  than  cars  and 
therefore  were  they  trying  to  reward  the 
noble  motorcyclists?  Or  did  they  feel  mo- 
torcyclists had  a  more  limited  range  be- 
cause of  the  small  gas  tanks  and  therefore 
deserved  to  receive  fuel  on  any  day? 
Maybe  the  guy  who  drafted  the  law  rides  a 
moped  and  wanted  to  exempt  himself 
Who  knows? 

In  any  case  motorcyclists  fared  well  in 


the  rationing  scheme.  Some  motorcyclists 
fared  even  better  by  filling  up  the  huge  gas 
tank  of  their  quadracycle  and  then  com- 
muting for  a  month  on  the  motorcycle 
while  using  the  car's  gas  tank  for  a  supply. 

Naturally  the  logic  of  50  mpg  wasn't  lost 
on  California's  populace.  Our  friendly 
neighborhood  Honda  and  Yamaha  dealer 
has  been  selling  15  street  bikes  a  day  since 
the  crunch  began.  He  hasn't  sold  a  dirt 
bike  in  a  month  and  a  half,  though.  His 
service  department  is  overflowing  with 
every  conceivable  two-wheeled  derelict 
that  gas-conscious  Californians  dredged 
up  from  the  bottom  of  their  garages. 

Motorcycle  manufacturers  apparently 
weren't  privy  to  the  gas  shortage  planning 
and  therefore  didn't  stockpile  lots  of  street 
bikes.  By  May  most  of  the  larger  displace- 
ment street  bikes  were  sold  out  from  all  the 
major  companies. 

A  resourceful  aftermarkel  industry 
hasn't  been  sleeping.  There's  a  lot  of 
thought  going  on  about  making  larger  gas> 
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tanks  or  auxiliary  tanks  for  motorcycles, 
but  the  Gummint  doesn't  allow  anything 
but  steel  gas  tanks  for  street  bikes,  which 
makes  the  tooling  costs  for  replacement 
tanks  exorbitant. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  the 
major  motorcycle  manufacturers  handle 
the  supply  situation  for  the  1980  model 
year.  If  they  increase  imports,  they  run  the 
risk  of  having  the  gas  supply  loosen  up  as  it 
did  after  the  last  gas  shortage  and  the  sales 
patterns  will  change  around.  Or  if  they 
don't  bring  in  enough  motorcycles  the 
stocks  could  be  sold  out  before  the  year's 
half  over  again. 

Motorcyclists  for  their  part  will  no 
doubt  survive  a  gas  crunch  better  than 
automobilists  not  just  because  of  the  supe- 
rior economy  of  their  machines  but  be- 
cause of  the  superior  character  they  have 
had  to  develop  in  coping  with  government, 
cars.  rain,  rocks,  etc. 


DISAPPEARING  ROADS 


First  it  was  the  Forest  Service  that 
changed  the  definition  of  roads  so  that 
areas  with  roads  could  be  made  wilder- 
ness. Now  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage- 
ment is  finding  its  own  excuses  to  include 
roaded  land  in  its  own  wilderness 
inventory. 

According  to  the  Federal  Land  Manage- 
ment Policv  Act.  the  BLM  must  inventory 
roadless  areas  for  possible  wilderness  des- 


A  SPORTING  SUZUKI 


uckp  bars  and  low-slung  seats  aren't 
'  for  everybody  and  Suzuki  knows  it.  So 
do  Suzuki  dealers.  100  of  whom  were 
visiting  the  Suzuki  factory  last  year  w  hen 
they  spied  the  GSIOOOS.  a  cafe  racer  ver- 
sion of  Suzuki's  superbike  and  intended 
for  Europe  only.  Those  100  dealers  made 
enough  phone  calls  to  U.S.  Suzuki's  sales 
department  that  when  the  Spring  1979 
Dealer's  Meeting  was  held.  500  cafe  racer 
GSIOOOS  models  were  available  for  the 
dealers  to  purchase.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting  there  were  over  700  orders  and  the 
production  schedule  was  doubled,  mean- 
ing nearly  one  GSIOOOS  for  each  dealer. 

The  bikes  are  a  development  of  the  basic 
GSIOOO.  Triple  disc  brakes  as  found  on  the 
GSIOOOE  are  mounted,  but  the  E's  17-in. 
rear  tire  isn't  used.  Tire  size  is  standard 
3.25-19  in  front  and  4.00-18  rear.  Front 
suspension  is  normal  GSIOOO  with  com- 
bination air/coil  springs.  Rear  suspension 
on  the  European  model  is  provided  by  air/ 
coil  sprung,  adjustable  dampers.  The 
American  version  will  have  conventional 
GSIOOO  adjustable  damping  rear  shocks 
without  the  air  boost. 


European  models  of  the  GSIOOOS  also 
will  get  larger  28mm  Mikuni  carbs  that 
boost  horsepower  to  90  at  8000  rpm.  The 
American  version  will  have  the  same 
26mm  Mikunis  as  standard  GSIOOOs. 

A  small  cafe  racer  fairing  gives  the 
GSIOOOS  its  distinctive  appearance.  Un- 
like normal  quarter  fairings,  the  lOOOS 
fairing  has  a  short  wing  sticking  forward  at 
the  bottom  edge,  giving  the  appearance  of 
an  air  scoop.  Paint  and  trim  on  the  S  is 
markedly  different  from  other  Suzukis.  All 
bodywork  is  painted  either  red  and  white 
or  blue  and  white,  including  the  front 
fender. 

While  the  concept  is  much  like  that  of 
Kawasaki's  Zl-R.  the  end  result  is  some- 
what different.  Kawasaki  started  out  w  ith  a 
good  bike  and  dressed  it  like  a  road  racer. 
Suzuki  started  out  with  an  excellent  bike 
and  dressed  it  like  a  road  racer.  The  Suzuki 
S  also  is  treated  to  a  greater  amount  of 
flash  with  the  bright  multicolor  paint  job. 

If  demand  is  great  enough  for  the  strik- 
ing superbike.  the  S  could  become  a  part  of 
the  regular  lineup. 


ignalion.  The  National  Outdoor  Coalitit 
surveying  the  BLM's  roadless  areas,  fou 
many  areas  riddled  with  roads.  Protesti 
the  inclusion  of  roaded  areas  in  a  roadi 
area  review,  the  NOC"  was  told  by  the  BL 
that  the  roads  weren't  roads  but  "n*, 
wilderness  corridors."  j 
If  the  BLM  can  do  that,  why  ca 
motorcyclists  ride  on  chosen  "non-wild 
ness  corridors"  through  wilderness  are. 

BACK  ISSUES 

For  as  long  as  this  magazine  has  i 
isted.  we've  had  a  policy  encouragi 
the  sale  of  back  issues.  We  know,  hav 
been  in  the  same  position,  that  there 
times  you  want  to  read  things  you  mis; 
the  first  time  around. 

We've  just  learned  that  we  may  h; 
accidentally  misled  some  buyers  of  b; 
issues.  Until  recently,  our  reader  serv 
department  has  been  able  to  store  isst 
for  several  years.  We've  listed  these  issi 
as  being  available.  And  we've  assum 
that  people  who  asked  for  a  specific  t 
rather  than  an  issue  could  get  an  answi 
This  is  no  longer  so.  The  department  I 
grown  so  big.  with  so  man\  titles,  that 
can  only  stock  for  one  year.  When  the  Ji 
1979  issue  arrives  at  the  warehouse,  i 
July  1978  i.ssues  will  be  re-cycled.  And  i 
staff  can  no  longer  do  research.  W  hen  y 
want  a  test,  please  look  up  the  issue  d 
(in  the  Test  Summary)  and  order  that  isi 
rather  than  that  test. 
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A  BSA  REVIVAL  HIGH  PRIORITY 


'he  grand  old  name  of  BSA  has  re- 
turned to  the  English  market,  in  the 
Ti  of  a  British-style  moped:  no  foot 
kcr.  50cc  two-stroke  and  output  reduced 
nake  it  legal  for  16-year-olds.  The  en- 
s.  frame  and  most  of  the  parts  are  made 
Italy,  so  the  revived  BSA  isn't  exactly 
It  one  can  call  a  British  motorcycle, 
lul  it  is  a  start.  Parent  NVT,  the  holding 
ipany  that  tried  to  keep  BSA,  Triumph 
Norton  going  and  was  left  with  only  a 
projects  when  the  workers'  co-op  got 
imph.  has  at  least  proved  that  it  can 
;mhlc  and  market  a  product.  NVT  re- 
ts it  has  a  promising  flow  of  orders, 
iriinii  money  is  coming  in,  and  that 
■CCS  liic  firm  stronger.  With  strength  will 
le  larger  and  more  home-grown  ma- 
les, in  fact  the  news  reports  from  En- 
id say  the  Norton  Wankel,  the  rotary- 
ered  all-British  superbike  that's  been 
the  drawing  boards  for  several  years, 
,  be  introduced  later  this  summer. 


ANOTHER  LAW? 


|rcsumably  for  lack  of  anything  better 
to  do,  those  wonderful  people  at  the 
irance  In.stitute  for  Highway  Safety 
IS)  have  petitioned  the  National  High- 
Traffic  Safety  Administration  asking 
i  law  that  would  require  new  motorcy- 
to  operate  only  with  all  their  lights  on. 
t  must  seem  like  an  odd  request  to 
jnc  with  knowledge  of  motorcycles 
luse  there  isn't  a  new  motorcycle  sold 
his  country  that  isn't  wired  that  way 
ady. 

he  wisdom  of  the  request  must  still  be 
oubt— even  NHTSA  figures  say  there's 
1  no  statistical  benefit  derived  from  all 
motorcycles  running  around  with  their 
Is  on  all  the  time.  According  to  the 
S  newsletter,  "In  view  of  the  prac- 
ity  and  public  acceptability  of  this 
.  UHS  also  requested  that  NHTSA 
pt  the  lighting  requirement  effective 
in  60  days  and  without  prolonged 
making."  Normal  procedures  call  for  a 
lie  notice  and  public  comment  on  pro- 
!d  rules,  but  the  IIHS  seems  to  feel 
e  is  some  urgency  to  this  redundancy. 


Once  again  They  are  thinking  of  Us.  in 
this  case  the  They  is  Joan  Claybrook 
and  friends  over  at  the  National  Highway 
Traffic  Safety  administration.  NHTSA  has 
a  five  year  plan  (if  it  worked  for  Leonoid,  it 
might  work  for  Joan)  used  to  prioritize 
future  activity  of  the  department.  A  revi- 
sion of  the  five  year  plan  places  new  em- 
phasis on  motorcycle  safety.  Motorcycle 
safety  was  included  as  a  high  priority,  the 
agency  said,  because  "the  motorcycle  pop- 
ulation has  increased  fivefold  since  1964  to 
a  current  five  million  and  motorcycle  travel 
has  increased  sixfold.  Deaths  have  also 
increased  drahiatically.  from  1175  fa- 
talities in  1964  to  an  estimated  4500  in 
1978."  By  our  count,  that's  not  quite  a 
fourfold  increase  in  fatalities  even  if  the 
NHTSA  numbers  are  right. 

Three  topics  are  slated  by  NHTSA  for 
"near-term"  rulemaking.  One,  safety  stan- 
dards for  other  than  medium  size  helmets 
should  be  adopted  by  1980.  Two,  rearview 
mirrors  should  be  made  so  motorcycle 
riders  "see  specified  percentages  of  target 
areas  directly  behind  and  on  either  rear 
side  of  the  vehicle."  Three,  motorcycle 
batteries  will  be  covered  by  regulations 
"reducing  the  likelihood  of  explosion  from 
lead-acid  batteries"  by  1981. 

Having  recently  seen  Harry  Hurt's 
thorough  study  of  motorcycle  accidents, 
we  know  NHTSA  has  some  valid  informa- 
tion about  the  causes  of  motorcycle  acci- 


dents and  fatalities.  So  why  does  NHTSA 
think  that  changes  in  mirrors,  batteries  and 
the  adoption  of  a  federal  standard  for 
small  and  large  helmets  will  be  worth- 
while? The  private  Snell  Foundation  has  a 
far  superior  standard  for  helmets  of  all 
sizes.  We  all  know  what  a  killer  motorcycle 
battery  explosions  are.  As  for  the  mirror 
rules,  when  the  same  thing  was  done  to 
automobile  mirrors  the  results  included 
one  manufacturer  being  fined,  consumers 
deprived  of  freedom  of  choice  and  some 
mirrors  being  made  with  printed  warning 
labels  etched  in  the  glass  declaring  that  the 
mirrors  modified  depth  perception. 

More  worthwhile  is  NHTSA's  long  term 
plans  that  "place  primary  program  em- 
phasis on  crash  avoidance,  that  is,  im- 
provements of  both  the  rider's  skill  and 
knowledge,  and  the  vehicle's  braking, 
which  will  reduce  accidents."  To  fulfill  the 
long  range  plans,  NHTSA  plans  to  in- 
crease "the  integrity  of  safety  related  vehi- 
cle components  .  .  .  focusing  on  the 
potential  for  motorcycle  leg  protection 
through  performance  requirements  for 
crash  bars."  Another  plan  is  to  improve 
stopping  distances  for  motorcycles  and 
require  greater  braking  stability.  Finally. 
NHTSA  wants  better  "conspicuity  for 
daytime  lighting  systems,"  and  to  provide 
"the  driver  with  safe  nighttime 
illumination." 


ation  by  Bill  Neale 


AUGUST  1979/29 


i 


■  One  problem  with 
being  an  athlete  of 
any  sort  is  the  early 
age  of  retirement. 
Having  been  the  fast- 
est or  strongest  or 
most  agile,  it  can  be 
iJifiicult  for  some  ath- 
letes to  step  down 
from  the  throne  and 
lake  up  a  normal  life  with  normal  rewards 
replacing  the  honors  of  first  place  finishes. 


After  five  years  as  the  fastest  pavement 
scorcher  on  two  wheels.  Kawasaki's  big 
dohc  Four  is  no  longer  No.  I  in  the  race  to 
the  end  of  the  quarter  mile.  Unlike  most 
ex-jocks,  how  ever,  the  latest  versions  of  the 
Z-l  haven't  lost  any  ability-if  anything. 
Kawasaki's  big  Four  is  better  in  every 
respect. 

No  longer  is  there  one  Kawasaki  1000, 
though.  There  are  three  models,  the  Mk. 
II.  the  ST.  and  the  Ltd.  The  Ltd..  as  in  years 
past,  is  a  customized  standard  thousand 


done  in  the  fashionable  semi-chopf| 
motif.  The  Mk.  II  is  the  standard  moc 
Kawasaki  muscle-bike,  much  like  previoi 
big  Kawasakis  but  with  new  bod\  pieu- 
new  air  suction  emissions  system,  ell- 
ironic  ignition,  bigger  carbs  and  .some  sii 
lie  but  effective  changes  to  the  frame  a; 
suspension. 

Then  there's  the  ST.  At  first  glanco: 
appears  to  be  a  Mk.  II  with  a  shaft, 
second  glance  it  appears  conspicuoui 
dirterenl  from  the  Mk.  II.  The  ST  h.is  loir 


j'el  leading  axle  forks,  lower  mufflers. 
I  a  17-in.  rear  tire.  Give  the  ST  a  careful 
>ik  though,  and  the  differences  keep 
iling  up-  this  is  a  completely  new  mo- 
rvcle  sharing  only  the  motor  with  the 
..  II.  Virtually  everything  else- frame, 
oension.  seat,  tank,  side  panels,  gauges. 
>ke  discs-  is  ditTerent. 
What  is  the  same,  the  motor,  is  a  thor- 
1  hly  satisfying  piece  of  work  as  it  has 
nn  since  it  first  appeared  nearly  seven 
;ts  ago.  The  original  903cc  Zl  molor> 
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de  the  conventional  forks  of  the  Mk.  II  are  new  dampers  which  Leading  axle  fork  on  the  ST  gives  7.9  in.  of  travel  and  has  40mm 
vide  more  compliance  and  better  control  this  year  stanchion  tubes. 


both  the  niDst  powerful  motorc\cle 
crplant  and  the  most  flexible,  running 
loilily  on  regular  gas.  idling  e\enl\. 
ing  at  low  speed  and  thrilling  riders  at 
1  speeds.  When  the  Zl  became  the 
1000  tor  the  1^77  model  year  the  bore 
^  from  66mm  to  70mm.  where  it  re- 
ns  today,  and  the  stroke  sta\ed  at 
im  for  10 1  See  displacement.  That 
rt  changed. 

iiere's  still  a  roller  bearing  crank, 
led  up  slightly,  we're  told.  Two  cams 
push  the  eight  valves  open  through 
n-i\pc  adjusters.  The  4-into-2  exhaust 
em  introduced  for  1977  has  been 
nged.  but  there  are  still  just  two 
Hers.  An  automatic  spring  loaded  cam 
in  tensioner  is  new  this  year, 
ast  lime  the  motor  was  revised,  the 
li  was  on  sound  control.  The  airbox  was 
nged  to  hold  dow  n  intake  roar  and  the 

I  covers  were  made  thicker  to  reduce 
e  clatter. 

his  year  the  push  is  emission  control, 
inning  with  1978  model  street  motor- 
ics, the  Environmental  Protection 
•nc\  is  requiring  new  bikes  to  meet 
is  on  the  amount  of  hydrocarbons  and 
ion  monoxide  coming  out  of  the 
flers.  The  standards  change  each  year 
luuh  1980.  getting  more  stringent  each 
r.  Because  the  standards  aren't  as  un- 
onable  as  automobile  standards  are. 
.1  four-strt)ke  motorcycles  can  meet  the 
is  with  a  few  tuning  changes  like.  say. 
ler  carb  jetting  and  maybe  a  little  bit 
rded  spark.  The  results  of  the  tuning 
iiges  on  many  new  motorcycles  have 

II  poor  cold  running  performance  and 
Illy  decreased  power. 

awasaki  has  taken  a  more  comprehen- 
approach  to  the  regulations.  Not  only 
the  carbs  and  the  ignition  timing 
nged.  but  there's  an  accelerator  pump 
the  new  28mm  carbs.  the  ignition  sv.s- 
has  been  changed  to  a  transistor- 


controlled  breakerless  ignition,  as  Ka- 
wasaki calls  it.  and  there  is  an  air  suction 
system  sending  fresh  air  into  the  exhaust 
ports  to  burn  the  carbon  monoxide  and 
hydrocarbons. 

Basically,  the  air  suction  svstem  is  the 
same  as  the  system  used  on  the  Kawasaki 
1300  Six  and'  the  650  Four.  Reed  valves 
allovv  exhaust  port  suctit)n  to  pull  fresh  air 
into  the  ports,  dow  nstream  of  the  exhaust 
valves.  A  vacuum-operated  valve  cuts  oH' 
the  fresh  air  supply  when  there's  high 
intake  maniftild  vacuum,  as  in  decelera- 
tion, to  prevent  backfires.  Best  of  all.  the 
air  suction  gets  rid  of  emissions  without 
subtracting  any  horsepower. 

By  adopting  the  TCB  ignition.  Kawasaki 
has  eliminated  normal  points  wear  and 
adjustment,  increased  high  rpm  spark  volt- 
age and  retained  a  long-duration  spark. 
The  TCB!  is  a  battery  and  coil  system 
using  a  magnetic  trigger.  Unlike  the  mag- 
netic triggers  in  .some  CDI  units,  however, 
the  TCB  pickup  coils  begin  making  the 
signal  voltage  sooner,  the  faster  the  rotor 
turns  so  the  ignition  coil  gets  enough  time 
to  build  a  full  charge  even  at  high  rpm. 
There  are  only  two  pickup  coils,  cylinders 
one  and  four  being  paired  and  cylinders 
two  and  three  being  paired.  Of  course  the 
paired  cylinders  mean  the  plugs  fire  twice 
as  often  as  need  be.  but  a  second  spark 
during  the  exhaust  stroke  doesn't  hurt  any- 
thing and  simplifies  the  system. 

This  is  by  far  the  most  thorough  emis- 
sions system  on  a  motorcycle  we've  seen  so 
far.  True,  some  other  motorcycles  have 
carbs  w  ith  an  accelerator  pump,  although 
the  vacuum  controlled  single  pump  work- 
ing for  all  four  carbs  isn't  that  common. 
The  inductive  electronic  ignition  also  isn't 
particularly  innovative,  though  it's  not  the 
normal  CDI  electronic  ignition.  Even  the 
air  suction  system  has  been  around  on 
automobiles  for  several  years.  What  makes 
the  Kawasaki  system  impressive  is  the  use 


of  all  the.se  techniques  together,  each  one 
working  with  the  other. 

Only  the  carb  change,  reverting  to 
28mm  carbs  from  the  26mm  carbs  used 
since  1976.  should  make  a  significant 
change  in  horsepower.  Kawasaki  claims  93 
bhp.  10  more  than  last  year.  Kawasaki  also 
claims  a  healthy  7  ft.  lb.  increase  in  torque 
to  65.7  ft.  lb. 

Coupled  with  the  engine  changes,  the 
linal  drive  ratio  of  both  the  shaft  and  chain 
driven  Kawasakis  is  lower  than  last  year's 
KZKXK)  w  hich  should  provide  better  ac- 
celeration in  exchange  for  slightly  higher 
engine  speed  on  the  highway  and  a  lower 
theoretical  top  speed.  Transmissit)n  gear 
ratios  remain  the  same  for  both  models  as 
in  last  year's  bike. 

At  the  back  end  of  the  transmission  the 
two  Kawasaki  thousands  become  ob- 
viously different.  On  the  Mk.  II  is  an  o-ring 
sealed  endless  st630 chain.  On  the  left  end 
of  the  output  shaft  in  the  ST's  transmission 
is  a  cam-type  shock  damper  driving  the 
front  bevel  gear.  The  damper  is  com- 
pre.ssed  w  ith  a  coil  spring  instead  of  the  flat 
washer  springs  used  on  the  1300.  A  pri- 
mary cam-type  shock  damper  is  fitted  in 
the  clutch  drive  hub  of  the  ST.  The  chain 
driven  Mk.  II  has  no  shock  dampers  in  the 
transmission.  From  the  front  bevel  gears 
power  is  transmitted  through  a  universal 
joint  to  the  driveshaft  in  the  ST's  left  swing 
arm  and  ultimately  to  the  ring  gear  in  the 
final  drive  housing.  Unlike  the  driveshaft 
operated  motorcycles  from  Yamaha  and 
Suzuki,  the  front  bevel  gears  of  the  Ka- 
wasaki are  entirely  within  the  transmission 
housing  and  run  in  the  same  engine/ 
transmission  oil.  The  Yamaha  and  Suzuki 
designs  use  a  separate  housing  filled  with 
gear  lube  for  the  bevel  gears.  The  relative 
merits  may  be  argued,  but  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  both  methods  work.  The  final  drive 
does  use  regular  gear  lube. 

Shaft  and  chain  may  be  the  most  ob-  > 
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Frame  of  the  Mk.  II  has  received  double  wall  tubing  below  the  Shaft  drive  on  the  ST  runs  through  left  arm  of  the  swing  arm  and 

steering  head  and  revised  tube  thicknesses  for  increased  strength.       provides  clearance  for  1 7-in.  rear  tire. 


vious  difference  between  the  Mk.  II  and 
the  ST,  but  in  day-to-day  operation  all  the 
other  differences  become  more  apparent 
and  more  noticeable. 

Suspension  changes  are  important  on 
both  models,  not  just  the  ST  with  the 
leading  travel  forks.  The  Mk.  II  appears  to 
use  the  same  suspension  as  last  year's  KZ, 
but  the  fork  dampers  are  modified  for 
more  compliance,  there  are  new  rear 
dampers  and  single-rate  springs.  Suspen- 
sion travel  on  the  Mk.  II  is  the  same  as  it 
was  last  year,  5.5  in.  in  front  and  3.7  in.  in 
back.  The  shaft  has  much  longer  travel,  7.9 
in.  in  front  and  4.5  in.  in  back.  Progressive 
rate  springs  are  used  from  and  rear  on  the 
ST,  84/130  lb. /in.  springs  on  the  shocks 
and  50/100  Ib./in.  in  the  forks.  There's 
also  a  difference  in  physical  size  of  the 
suspension  components  on  the  two  bikes: 
the  Mk.  II  has  36mm  stanchion  tubes 
while  the  ST  has  40mm  tubes.  The  rear 
dampers  are  also  larger  on  the  ST.  Com- 
pared to  the  previous  KZIOOO,  the  ST  has 
softer  springs  in  back,  comparable  springs 
in  the  front,  more  travel  at  both  ends  and 
more  weight  to  be  controlled. 

Tying  together  the  two  different  suspen- 
sions are  two  different  frames.  Frame  con- 
figuration on  the  Mk.  II  is  the  same  as 
previous  Kawasaki  thousands,  but  wall 
thickness  of  various  tubes  has  been 
changed,  the  steering  head  brace  has  been 
beefed  up  and  the  downtubes  are  double 
thickness  below  the  steering  head  brace. 
On  the  ST  the  downtubes  are  single  wall 
and  connect  to  the  steering  head  lower 
than  the  downtubes  on  the  Mk.  II  do. 
While  the  Mk.  II  uses  a  heavy  plate  in 
front  of  the  downtubes  for  bracing,  the  ST 
braces  the  steering  head  area  with  plates 
behind  the  downtubes.  The  ST  also  uses  a 
cast  iron  plate  to  tie  the  frame  tubes  to- 
gether at  the  swing  arm  pivot  while  the 
Mk.  II  uses  pressed  steel  plates. 

Frame  differences  between  the  two  Ka- 
wasakis  lend  themselves  to  detail  dif- 
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ferences.  The  ST  has  a  two  liter  larger 
airbox  for  increased  intake  silencing.  Bat- 
tery access  on  the  ST  is  more  convenient 
because  the  battery  can  be  serviced  by 
merely  lifting  the  hinged  seat;  on  the  Mk. 
II  the  battery  must  be  slid  out  from  under 
the  airbox.  Larger  diameter  forks  on  the 
ST  mean  different  triple  clamps. 

Brakes  on  the  two  bikes  provide  the 
same  swept  area,  but  there's  a  difference  in 
the  discs  and  in  the  caliper  mounting.  Both 
bikes  use  the  irregular  hole  pattern  that 
Kawasaki  claims  reduces  brake  squeal.  But 
inside  the  contact  area  of  the  ST's  discs  are 
more  holes,  larger  in  diameter,  apparently 
there  to  lighten  the  twin  front  discs  and 
single  rear  disc.  Outside  diameter  of  the 
discs  is  different,  1 1.5  in.  for  the  Mk.  II  and 
11.25  in.  for  the  ST,  but  the  single-piston 


calipers  sweep  the  same  size  .swath.  On 
ST  the  rear  caliper  is  also  moved  Ibrw 
of  the  axle  and  shock  (it's  behind  the  a 
on  the  Mk.  II)  which  should  help  red 
unsprung  weight  slightly. 

Sitting  side  by  side,  the  appcarai 
pieces  of  the  Mk.  II  and  ST  look  ii.lciuii 
They're  not.  Both  use  Kawasaki's  nt 
found  angular  look  with  slab-sided 
tanks,  squared-ofT  tailpiece,  sligh 
stepped  seat  and  black  painted  cngin 
But  the  gas  tanks  are  different,  the 
having  a  tank  about  1  in.  wider  and  higl 
to  carry  4.8  gal.  of  unleaded  gas.  The  \ 
M's  more  compact  tank  holds  4.7  gal. 

Both  seals  look  the  same,  but  the  ST  m 
is  firmer  and  has  a  more  pronounced  si 
between  the  rider  and  passenger  sectio 
Even  the  handlebars  are  different,  the 


r  starter  on  the  ST  is  hidden  behind  the  sidecovers,  but  the  shaft  remains.  Cast  iron  frame 
■tion  is  used  only  on  the  ST. 


ng  2  in.  narrower  burs  than  the  Mk.  II. 
'espile  all  the  changes  to  the  machines 
year,  riding  a  new  Kawasaki  thousand 
familiar  experience,  whichever  model 
Jdcn.  Silting  on  either  model,  there  are 
familiar  controls,  including  the  clutch 
riock  for  the  starter.  On  the  ST  there's 
s  gauge  in  addition  to  the  speedometer 

tach.  but  the  self-canceling  turn  sig- 

of  the  1 300  or  Z I  -R  have  been  left  off. 
larting  the  engine  is  a  simple  matter  of 
ing  up  the  choke,  holding  in  the  clutch 

touching  the  starter  button.  The  Mk. 
ill  has  a  kick  starter  attached,  but  the 

starter  on  the  ST  is  hidden  under  the 
er\  and  requires  sidecover  removal  to 
h  and  some  quick  wrenching  to  attach, 
ong  as  the  ST  is  going  to  have  a  kick 
1  lever  included,  we'd  prefer  to  sec  it 
mtcd  on  the  kick  starter  shaft, 
alf  a  minute  after  the  engine  is  started, 
choke  can  be  pushed  off  and  the  bike 
en  away.  The  emissions  control  system 
ly  does  work,  allowing  the  Kawasaki  to 

every  bit  as  well  as  any  pre-emission 
inc  while  meeting  the  EPA  standards. 
J  starting  problems  and  poor  cold  run- 
;  have  been  common  on  many  of  the 

motorcycles,  but  not  the  Kawasakis. 
lutch  pull  is  moderate,  not  as  light  as 
Yamaha  Eleven  or  as  stiff  as  a  Harley: 
Itic  return  spring  tension  is  excessive, 
list  as  Stiff  as  the  Suzuki  GSIOOOL. 
h  93  bhp.  65.7  ft. lb.  of  torque  and 
.|uate  flywheel  effect,  getting  under 

is  effortless. 

rom  low  speeds  on  up  throttle  response 
ccllenl.  The  accelerator  pump  does  its 
unless  the  motorcycle  is  lugging  up  a 
in  fifth  gear  at.  say.  2000  rpm  and  the 
itic  is  jerked  wide  open.  Then  the 
nc  will  bog  momentarily  before  taking 
Once  spinning,  particularly  when  the 
are  over  5000.  the  Kawasakis  provide 
is  common  to  thousand  cc  bikes.  Two 
s  ago  a  12.12  sec.  quarter  mile  would 
:  been  outstanding,  a  figure  only  the 


KZIOOO  could  produce.  Now  that  the  mo- 
torcvcling  public  has  been  exposed  to  the 
Honda  CBX.  Yamaha  XSIIOO.  Suzuki 
GSIOOO  and  Kawasaki's  own  KZI300.  a 
12. 12  sec.  quarter  is  nothing  abnormal,  but 
it  is  exciting  and  it  is  powerful  even  if  it's 
not  the  fastest  thing  on  two  wheels. 

Before  going  to  the  dragstrip  a  variety  of 
test  riders  predicted  quarter  mile  times  in 
the  high  elevens  based  on  the  power  and 
response  of  the  Mk.  II.  The  shaft  felt 
noticeably  slower  and  turned  a  12.49  sec. 
quarter  mile.  Trap  speed  was  109.62  mph 
for  the  chain  and  107.39  for  the  shaft, 
indicating  the  chain  driven  Mk.  II  was 
putting  out  more  horsepower.  At  the  drags 
the  ST  was  more  difficult  to  launch,  fre- 
quently lifting  the  front  wheel  when  the 
clutch  was  released  too  quickly  or  bogging. 


The  Mk.  II  didn't  exhibit  any  problems;  it 
just  steamed  away  providing  the  rear  tire 
didn't  light  up.  A  note  about  both  bikes: 
the  ST  came  to  us  with  nearly  8000  mi.  on 
the  odometer:  the  Mk.  11  had  nearly  3000 
mi.  This  is  above  average  mileage  for  test 
bikes  and  both  bikes  had  been  well 
thrashed  prior  to  our  testing  so  the  figures 
represent  the  performance  of  more  normal 
motorcycles  as  opposed  to  fresh  machines. 

While  there  are  faster  motorcycles,  the 
Kawasaki  thousand  is  noteworthy  for  its 
flexibility  and  excellent  power  at  all  engine 
speeds.  It  pulls  well  from  idle,  isn't  a  bit 
fussy,  and  Kawasakis  road  raced  and  drag 
raced  have  proven  the  engine  is  durable. 

What  was  an  exceptionally  smooth  mo- 
torcycle engine  in  1972  isn't  particularly 
smooth  by  contemporary  standards.  An 
inline  Four  is  nicely  balanced  for  firing 
impulses,  but  does  suffer  from  torsional 
vibrations.  And  the  Kawasaki,  particularly 
the  Mk.  II.  lets  a  rider  know  the  engine  is 
spinning  by  sending  a  vibration  through 
the  handlebars,  pegs  and  gas  tank.  Serious 
vibration  sets  in  at  5000  rpm.  blurring  the 
urethane-backed  mirrors  with  handlebar 
vibration.  The  ST  is  smoother  at  speed  but 
still  vibrates  more  than  a  Yamaha  Eleven. 
While  the  ST  didn't  transmit  as  much 
vibration  through  the  frame  to  the  rider, 
several  bolts  on  the  ST  vibrated  loose 
during  the  test.  Apparently  the  ST's  frame 
is  absorbing  the  vibration  that  the  Mk.  II 
transmits. 

Differences  between  the  ST  and  Mk.  II 
are  noticeable  at  the  drag  strip  but  become 
obvious  on  curvy  back  roads.  The  Mk.  II  is 
a  racer's  delight.  It's  not  small,  weighing 
571  lb.  with  a  half  tank  of  fuel,  but  it  takes> 


Emission  system  on  new  Kawasaki  multis  routes  fresh  air  from  the  airbox  to  the  exhaust  ports 
through  the  hoses  shown.  Reed-type  valves  in  new  heads  control  air  flow. 
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New  28mm  Mikuni  carbs  with  an  accelerator  pump  help  give 
a  claimed  increase  of  10  horsepower  to  the  new  Kawasakis. 


Tailpiece  provides  small  storage  compartment  in  either  KZ1000 
The  battery  is  much  more  accessible  on  the  ST,  where  it's  not 
mounted  under  the  airbox. 


little  effort  to  turn  at  speed,  doesn't  have  to 
be  wrestled  through  corners,  is  stable  and 
secure.  One  test  rider,  also  a  road  racer, 
came  back  from  a  ride  and  said  it  handled 
better  than  the  Suzuki  GSIOOO,  the  stan- 
dard for  big  bike  handling.  Another  road 
racer  said  no,  it  handles  as  well  as  the 
Suzuki,  but  not  better.  Kawasaki  has  fi- 
nally gotten  the  frame  right  on  the  thou- 
sand. The  shocks  still  would  need  replace- 
ment for  club-level  road  racing,  and  the 
K87  rear  tire  is  far  too  slippery  for  hard 
riding,  but  the  motorcycle  itself  is  righi. 

Starting  with  a  fresh  slate  on  the  ST, 
Kawasaki  didn't  have  as  much  luck  mak- 
ing everything  work  together.  To  its  credit, 
it  only  weighs  31  lb.  more  than  the  chain 
drive  model,  a  minimal  handicap.  But  it 
feels  60  lb.  heavier  when  it  comes  to  turn- 
ing. And  in  high  speed  sweepers,  like  a 
particular  freeway  on-ramp  near  the  CW 
offices,  it  doesn't  have  the  stability  of  the 
Mk.  II.  Again,  the  additional  miles  on  the 
shaft  may  have  taken  a  toll  on  the  rear 
shocks,  contributing  to  the  difference.  And 
there's  the  ST's  17-in.  rear  tire,  which  has 
more  sidewall  area  for  flex.  Whatever  the 
causes,  the  ST  is  not  the  fine  handling 
machine  the  Mk.  II  is,  but  it's  also  not  a 
poor  handling  motorcycle.  It's  competent, 
able  to  go  around  corners  at  moderate 
speeds;  certainly  a  better  handling  and 
cornering  motorcycle  than  the  Honda 
Gold  Wing,  for  instance. 

There's  a  natural  tendency,  not  always 
justified,  for  shaft-drive  bikes  to  be  labeled 
touring  bikes  and  expected  to  be  slower 
and  less  manageable  than  chain  driven,  or 
sport  bikes.  The  Kawasaki  ST  will  contrib- 
ute to  the  notion,  but  it  also  contradicts  the 
idea  that  touring  bikes  (meaning  those 
with  a  shaft)  are  inherently  more  comfort- 
able than  better  handling  sport  bikes.  The 


longer  travel  suspension  of  the  ST  allows 
the  motorcycle  to  move  around  more  on  its 
suspension  during  cornering  or  braking, 
detracting  from  the  handling,  but  adding 
little  to  comfort.  Compared  to  last  year's 
KZIOOO,  the  ST  has  a  softer  and  more 
comfortable  suspension.  Compared  to  the 
new  Mk.  11,  there's  little  benefit  from  the 
additional  travel. 

On  a  trip  up  the  California  coast  on  the 
two  Kawasakis,  both  riders  preferred  the 
Mk.  II  for  the  long  ride,  primarily  because 
of  the  better  seat  on  the  Mk.  II.  The  ST 
seat  is  firmer  and  shaped  so  a  rider  slides 
too  far  forward  for  comfort.  The  shorter 
handlebars  of  the  ST  may  be  more  com- 
fortable for  long  distance  riding,  but  no 
one  noticed  them  until  the  bikes  were 
measured.  Handlebar,  footpeg  and  control 
position  is  normal  for  a  big  Japanese  bike 
and  causes  no  problems.  The  wider  gas 
tank  on  the  ST,  though,  forced  a  rider's 
legs  to  be  spread  apart  more  and  made 
cold  weather  riding  less  comfortable. 

Brakes  on  both  Kawasakis  were  excel- 
lent: powerful,  controllable,  and  requiring 
little  effort.  One  rider  felt  the  brake  lever 
was  too  far  from  the  grip  but  another  rider 
preferred  the  position. 

What  with  $1  a  gallon  gas  and  gas 
stations  closing  on  weekends,  cruising 
range  and  fuel  economy  are  becoming 
more  important.  Ridden  together  on  the 
street,  both  Kawasakis  took  exactly  the 
same  amount  of  fuel  at  stops  on  a  trip, 
both  getting  41.6  mpg  on  the  CW  mileage 
loop.  On  the  highway  the  bikes  would  get 
up  to  45  mpg  and  around  town  the  mileage 
would  drop  to  35  mpg.  At  best  the  Ka- 
wasakis have  a  200  mi.  cruising  range, 
about  average.  A  larger  fuel  tank  on  the  ST 
would  make  it  a  more  able  long  distance 
machine,  although  the  tank  feels  quite 


large  to  a  rider  in  its  present  size.  B( 
Kawasakis  are  quiet  on  the  highway,  I 
the  ST  with  its  larger  airbox,  lower  mutll 
and  shaft  drive  is  quieter  when  run  ha 
As  always,  the  Kawasaki  motor  emit; 
whine  from  the  primary  drive  gears 
cruising  speed.  Unless  a  fairing  is  moun 
the  sound  isn't  objectionable,  just  then 

Having  two  such  similar  yet  differ 
motorcycles  is  in  some  ways  peculiar.  C 
tainly  Honda  sells  two  one-liter  motor 
cles  with  the  CBX  and  the  Gold  Wing,  I 
each  has  a  different  job  to  do.  The  Mk 
and  ST  come  across  more  as  two  diffen 
models  of  the  same  motorcycle. 

As  big,  powerful  sporting  bikes  go, 
Mk.  II  is  competitive  with  good  pow 
excellent  handling  and  a  long  list  of  ra 
part  suppliers.  It's  relatively  comfortal 
rugged,  and  useful  for  anything  a  str 
bike  should  do— a  fine  all-around  mot 
cycle. 

Then  there's  the  ST,  a  perfectly  go 
motorcycle  that  trades  little  bits  of  exc 
lence  for  a  shaft  drive.  Because  the  Mk 
works  so  well  for  so  many  uses,  the 
doesn't  need  to  be  an  all-purpose  str 
bike,  which  it  is.  The  ST  will  satisfy  i 
man  who  wants  a  shaft  drive  motorcy 
but  doesn't  want  to  sacrifice  as  much  p 
formance  as  he  would  have  to  with  a  Ci 
Wing. 

What  the  ST  isn't,  is  an  all-out  touri 
bike.  For  that  it  needs  more  comfort  a 
better  range  from  a  tank  of  gas.  It  has  i 
power,  reliability,  silence,  load  carryi 
capacity,  and  good  enough  handling 
make  long  distance  riding  enjoyable. 

Kawasaki  has  changed  the  basic 
thousand  before,  but  never  improved  i 
much  with  so  few  changes.  When  the  sa 
evolution  occurs  to  the  ST  it  should 
outstanding. 
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KM/mSAKt  KZ1000 ST 


ECIFICATIONS 

t  price   $3599 

gine  dohc  Four 

re  X  stroke    .70  x  66mm 

iplacement  1015cc 

mpression  ratio  8.7:1 

rburetion   (4)  28mm 

Mikuni 

filtration  ..treated  paper 

lition  inductive 

electronic 

limed  power  93  bhp 

@  8000  rpm 
limed  torque  .  65.7  ft.  lb. 
ijrication 

iystem   wet  sump 

capacity  3.9  qt. 

5l  capacity  4.8  gal. 

commended 

uel   unleaded 

irter  electric 

ernator   12v228w 

adiight  60/50w 

tungsten 

Itch  multi-disc  wet 

mary 

irive  ...straight-cut  gear 

a!  drive  bevel 

gears,  shaft 
ar  ratios,  overall:! 

ith  4.84 

ith  5.49 

Ird  6.62 

!nd   8.69 

st  12.58 

nt 

luspension   leading 

axle  telescopic  forks 

ravel  7.9  in. 

ar 

;uspension     swing  arm 

ravel  4.5  in. 

mt  tire  ..  3.50-19  Dunlop 
F8  tubeless 
ar  tire  .  4.50-17  Dunlop 
tubeless 

mt  brake  dual 

11.25  in.  disc 
ar  brake  1 1.25  in.  disc 
!al  brake  swept 

irea  2.68.6  sq.  in. 

ike  loading  (160-lb. 

ider)  2.84  Ib./sq.ln. 

leelbase  62  in. 

rk  rake  angle  27° 

til   3.9  in. 

ndlebar  width  .  30.5  in. 

at  height   32.5  in. 

at  width  11.5  in. 

3tpeg  height   12.5  in. 

Dund  clearance  .  .6.5  in. 

it  weight  (w/half- 

ank  fuel)  602  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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Weight  bias,  front/rear, 

percent  47/53 

Gross  vehicle  weight 

rating  1030  lb. 

Load  capacity  428  lb. 

PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  3873  rpm 

Power/weight  ratio 

(160-lb.  rider). ...8.19  lb./ 

Fuel 

consumption   .41.6  mpg 
Speedometer  error: 
30  mph 

indicated   29  mph 

60  mph 

indicated   56  mph 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   39  ft. 

from  60  mph   152  ft. 

Standing  start  '/<-mile  12.49 
sec.  @  107.39  mph 
Speed  after 

'/2  mile   120  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   51  mph 

2nd  73  mph 

3rd   96  mph 

4th   116  mph 

5th   132  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30  2.1  sec. 

0-40  2.9  sec. 

0-50  3.6  sec. 

0-60  4.8  sec. 

0-70  5.7  sec. 

0-80  7.0  sec. 

0-90  8.7  sec. 

0-100  10.6  sec. 


96" 
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KJnmSAKI  KZ1000 MICH 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $3399 

Engine  dohc  Four 

Bore  X  stroke  .  .  .  70  x  66mm 
Piston 

displacement  1015cc 

Compression  ratio  8.1:1 

Carburetion   (4)  28mm 

Mikuni 

Air  filtration  ..treated  paper 

Ignition   inductive 

electronic 

Claimed  power  93  bhp 

@  8000  rpm 
Claimed  torque  .  65.7  ft.  lb. 
Lubrication 

system   wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  3.9  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  4.7  gal. 

Recommended 

fuel   unleaded 

Starter  electric,  kick 

Alternator   12v228w 

Headlight  60/50w 

tungsten 

Clutch  multi-disc  wet 

Primary 
drive  .  ..straight-cut  gear 

Final  drive  #  630  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th  4.92 

4th  5.58 

3rd  6.74 

2nd   8.84 

1st   12.79 

Front 

suspension  .  telescopic 
fork 

travel  5.5  in. 

Rear 

suspension  ...  swing  arm 

travel  3.7  in. 

Front  tire  3.25V-19 

Dunlop  F6 

Rear  tire   4.00V-18 

Dunlop  K87 

Front 

brake  ..dual  11.5  in.  disc 
Rear 

brake  11.5  in.  disc 

Total  brake  swept 

area   268.6  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (1 60-lb. 

rider)   2.72  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase  59  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  26° 

Trail   3.4  in. 

Handlebar  width  ...  32.5  in. 

Seat  height   31.7  in. 

Seat  width  11.5  in. 

Footpeg  height   12.5  in. 

Ground  clearance  ...  6.2  in. 
Test  weight  (w/half- 

tank  fuel)  571  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 
percent  48.4/51 

Gross  vehicle  weight 
rating  945 

Load  capacity  374  I 

PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  3891  rp 
Power/weight  ratio  (160-1 

rider)   7.86  Ib./bt 

Fuel 

consumption  .  .41.6  mf 
Speedometer  error: 

30  mph 

indicated  26  mp 

60  mph 

indicated   55  mp 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   37 

from  60  mph   142 

Standing  start 

y4-mile  12.12  se 

@  109.62  mp 

Speed  after 
V2  mile   121  mp 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   50  mp 

2nd  73  mp 

3rd   96  mp 

4th   116  mp 

5th   131  mp 

Acceleration 

0-30  1.8  se 

0-40  2.5  se 

0-50  3.2  se 

0-60  4.2  sei 

0-70  5.2  sei 

0-80  6.3  sei 

0-90  7.6  se( 

0-100  9.5  se( 
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TSUBAKI  Motorcycle  Chain 

You  carft  buy  better...  because  it  works! 


REGPRIDMORE  TeamVetter 
Superbike  Champion 


MALCOLM  SMITH 


DG  PERFORMANCE 


MTC  ENGINEERING 


Jamm . 


SAM  WILLS  RC  ENGINEERING 

Motorcycles  Unlimited 

Worid's  quickest  naturally 

aspirated  single  engine 

motorcycle 


THE  JAMMER  "World's  Fastest  Harley" 

Some  of  the  biggest  names  in  racing  are 
A/innIng  on  TSUBAKI  MOTORCYCLE  CHAIN, 
^eople  like  R.  C.  Engineering,  Moto-X-Fox,  Reg 
^ridmore,  DG  Performance,  MTC  Engineering, 
Jammer,  Malcolm  Smith  and  Sam  Wills  to 
lame  just  a  few.  Why?  Because  Tsuboki 
/\/orks ...  its  reliable  performance  has  been 
Droven  in  every  form  of  grueling  competition! 
n  developing  a  chain  that  will  withstand  the 
□buse  of  racing,  you  ore  guaranteed  a 
juperior  product  for  your  street/racing  bike. 
Ves,  we  guarantee  it . . .  all  TSUBAKI  chains 
lave  a  one-year  warranty  against  breakage 
. .  a  first  for  the  industry. 

Hi-Performance  QR  Series 

rSUBAKI  QR  roller  chains  feature:  SOLID 
ROLLERS,  SHOT  PEENED  PARTS,  SPECIAL  ALLOY 
STEEL,  HEAVY  PRESS  FIT  PINS,  QUAD  STAKED 
RIVETING  and  each  chain  is  PRESTRESSED/ 
3RESTRETCHED  on  actual  sprocket  teeth.  This 
s  the  only  type  of  roller  chain  TSUBAKI  makes 
. .  and  when  you  make  only  one  thing  it's 
got  to  be  the  best!  Available  in  428H,  520QR, 
525QR,  530QR,  630QR  and  530QR  nickel 
Diated. 


Heavy-Duty  Self-Lubrlcatlng  Series 

TSUBAKI  HSL  chain  is  a  true  heavy-duty  self- 
lubricating  chain  . . .  proven  in  thousands  of 
hours  of  racing.  LUBE-FREE  TSUBAKI  HSL  chains 
feature:  EXTRA  HEAVY  LINK  PLATES,  SINTERED 
METAL  BUSHINGS  ENGINEERED  TO  EXACTING 
SPECS  for  critical  tolerance  and  joint  clear- 
ance. SPECIALLY  FORMULATED  LUBRICANT 
Is  impregnated  in  the  bushings.  Available  in 
428HSL,  520HSL,  530HSL  and  630HSL.  TSUBAKI 
Motorcycle  Chains  ore  priced  at  what  you 
would  expect  to  pay  for  an  ordinary  standard 
chain  .  . .  ask  for  it  at  your  dealer. 


TSUBAKI  MOTORCYCLE  CHAIN 


UST,  Inc.,  Northbrook,  Illinois  60062.  USA 

ALSPEED  PRODUCTS.  Ltd.,  Mississouga,  Ontario,  Canada 
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KAWASAKI  KDX400 

A  Big  Bore  Enduro  Bike  Designed  by  Americans 


The  KDX  is  assembled  in  America,  at 
Kawasaki's  Lincoln.  Nebraska  plant.  En- 
gine and  transmission  and  most  of  the 
running  gear  is  shipped  here  from  the 
home  plant,  but  the  chrome-moly  steel 
frame,  plastic  fenders  and  fuel  tank,  alu- 
minum swing  arm.  and  K&Nair  filter  are 
made  in  the  U.S.A. 

Billed  as  an  enduro  machine,  the  KDX 
is  a  rather  strange  blend  of  enduro  and 
desert.  The  28  steering  head  angle  is  steep 
for  dodging  trees.  Suspension  travel  has 
been  kept  moderate.  10  in.  front  and  9  in. 
rear,  right  for  enduro  use  in  mountains  but 
a  little  short  for  cross-country.  Seat  height 
is  a  tall  37.9  in.  Not  a  result  of  total  wheel 
travel,  but  caused  by  the  beautiful  7  in. 
thick  desert  seat.  Gearing  is  also  aimed  at 
desert  use:  the  bike  will  pull  an  indicated 
95  mph  on  the  stock  100  mph  speedo. 

Kawasaki  has  wisely  made  use  of  many 
lightweight  motocross  components  like 
front  and  rear  hubs,  backing  plates,  drilled 
brake  cam.s.  hollow  axles,  dished  head 


•  When  Kawasaki 
Dt  back  into  the  se- 
ious  dirt  bike  busi- 
less  last  year,  the  new 
nachines  were  moto- 
rosscrs.  the  KXI25 
nd  KX250.  Not  bad. 
ither,  .so  the  enduro 
nd  play  bike  crowd 
aturally  figured  that 
.  hen  the  Green  Machine  did  some  enduro 
nachines.  they'd  be  based  on  the  moto- 
ross  models,  just  like  tradition  calls  for. 

Didn't  happen.  Kawasaki's  first  serious 
rue  enduro  bike  is  a  400.  full  name 
vDX400.  It  isn't  ba.sed  on  a  motocross 
nount.  instead  it  could  be  called  an  Amer- 
.an  motorcycle. 

Most  of  the  research  and  testing  was 
one  in  the  U.S..  by  American  riders.  The 
irototypes  were  ridden  in  the  woods  and 
eserts.  east  and  west.  When  .something 
irokc.  the  parts  were  dissected,  improved 
nd  tested  again. 


bolts  with  thin  nuts,  and  aluminum  brake 
levers,  head  stay  and  engine  plate.  All  of 
the  plastic  parts  except  the  headlight/ 
number  plate  unit  are  American  made. 
The  airbox,  front  number  plate  and  skid 
plate  are  made  in  Japan. 

The  frame  is  a  conventional  single 
downtube  design  with  double  tubes  crad- 
ling the  bottom  of  the  engine,  then  turning 
up  to  terminate  at  the  seat  rail  tubing. 
Triangulation  is  furnished  by  a  pair  of 
tubes  that  tie  the  backbone  to  the  cradle 
just  aft  of  the  swing  arm  pivot.  The  steer- 
ing head  is  well  triangulated  and  heavily 
gu.sseted  also. 

The  aluminum  .swing  arm  is  a  fresh  new 
design.  It  is  basically  an  I-beam  with  the 
necessary  cross  members  and  shock 
mounts  welded  to  it.  Its  general  shape  is 
odd.  even  ugly  at  first.  Rather  than  stay  a 
constant  shape  like  we  are  used  to.  a  large 
front  section  tapers  to  almost  a  point  at  the 
rear  axle. 

Suspension  is  by  KYB.  The  shocks  have 
remote  reservoirs  and  spring  preload  ad- 
justment but  there's  no  damping  adjust- 
ment or  rebuilding.  They  are  mounted  in  a 
semi-lay  down  position.  The  non-radical 
mounting  position  combined  with  reser- 
voirs make  fading  them  nearly  impossible. 
But.  unfortunately  their  action  isn't  very 
good  by  modern  day  standards.  More 
about  this  later. 

The  forks  are  another  story.  Excellent,  is 
the  best  way  to  describe  them.  Damping  is 
the  same  as  used  on  the  KX  250  moto- 
crosser  we  liked  .so  much.  Stanchion  tubes 
are  a  beefy  38mm.  travel  is  10.0  in.  They 
are  air  adjustable  and  their  oil  .seals  are 
protected  with  accordion  type  boots.  Both 
triple  clamps  have  double  pinch  bolts  and 
the  top  clamp  has  rubber-insulated  han- 
dlebar mounts.  The  bar  mounts  are  rear- 
set,  so  fork  maintenance  is  easy.  The 
stanchion  tubes  are  a  couple  of  inches 
longer  than  necessary  so  an  owner  can  I 
adjust  ride  height  to  change  the  bike's  j 
quickness  and  handling.  A  cross  country  , 
user  may  want  to  pull  them  down  some  to  | 
slow  steering  for  those  90-plus  runs  across 
dry  lake  beds.  Mountain  u.sers  may  want  to 
adjust  them  shorter,  to  increa.se  steering 
quickness.  | 

The  big  KDX  engine  started  life  as  a 
prototype  360  in  1976.  It  is  an  all  new 
design,  and  has  little  in  common  with  the 
old  1975-76  KX400  engine.  The  head  has 
radial  fins  and  a  hemispherical  combus- 
tion chamber.  The  cylinder  uses  Ka- 
wasaki's patented  Electrofusion  instead  of 
chrome  or  steel  for  the  actual  working 
surface.  The  surface  is  produced  by  ex- 
ploding carbon  steel  and  molybdenum 
wire  into  the  aluminum  cylinder  wall.  Six> 
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American-made  aluminum  swing  arm  and  chrome-moly  frame  are  strong.  Air  cleaner  is  a  K&N 
with  a  loose  rubber  flap  over  its  top  to  ward  off  water  KYB  shocks  have  remote  reservoirs. 
Clear  sight  gauge  is  provided  for  oil  level  check  at  a  glance. 


explosions  of  1.15mm  molybdenum  wire 
using  16,000  volts  and  nine  explosions  of 
1.6mm  carbon  steel  wire  at  13,000  volts 
produce  a  f>orous  Electrofusion  surface 
approximately  0.070mm  thick.  The  thin 
coating  transmits  heat  quickly,  allowing 
closer  piston-to-wail  clearance  because  the 
piston  and  cylinder  expansion  rates  are 
similar.  Closer  piston-to-wall  clearance 
also  produces  greater  power. 

Ports  are  large  and  plentiful.  The  ex- 
haust port  is  bridged  and  has  an  o-ring 
located  in  its  cast-in  flange.  The  o-ring 
seals  the  pipe  tightly  to  the  cylinder  so 
exhaust  gases  don't  leak  out  and  water 
doesn't  leak  in.  This  means  the  bike  can  be 
stalled  in  water  deep  enough  to  cover  the 
exhaust  port  and  the  engine  won't  fill  with 
water.  Not  an  important  feature  until  you 
have  spent  an  hour  pumping  water  from  a 
machine  that  filled  its  bottom  end  with 
water  from  around  the  head  pipe. 

A  six-petal  reed  cage  with  Boyensen 
fiber  reeds  controls  fuel  from  a  36mm 
Mikuni  carburetor.  A  two-ring  piston  with 
arched  intake  skirt  is  used.  The  arch  is  mild 
and  the  skirt  doesn't  have  holes  in  it.  The 
piston  top  has  a  wide  squish  band  and  the 
contours  closely  follow  the  head  shape. 
The  top  ring  is  an  L-shaped  Dykes.  The 
second  ring  is  a  conventional  straight  type. 
The  crank  halves  are  90  percent  full  cut 
and  an  external  flywheel  CDI  is  used.  The 
large  flywheels  and  CDI  add  low-end  pull- 
ing power  to  the  unit. 

Transmission  gears  are  large,  engage- 
ment dogs  are  strong  and  all  transmission 
shafts  run  on  needle  or  roller  bearings.  In  - 
gear  starts  are  possible  with  primary  kick 
starting.  Primary  drive  is  straight-cut  gear.. 
The  KDX  clutch  is  a  giant  unit  but  weight 
has  been  kept  to  a  minimum  with  extensive 
use  of  aluminum.  Clutch  plates,  clutch 
basket,  clutch  hub,  and  top  plate  are  alu- 
minum. The  complete  unit  rotates  on 
caged  needle  bearings  and  shouldn't  fail 
under  the  most  severe  use.  The  engine 
complete  with  sprocket,  carburetor  and 
kick  starter  weighs  only  70.5  lb. 

A  nice  contoured  plastic  skid  plate  pro- 
tects the  engine  cases  from  rocks  and 
things,  yet  is  light  and  doesn't  protrude. 

Footpegs  and  rear  brake  pedal  are  saw- 
toothed  to  prevent  boot  slippage.  The  shift 
lever  is  strangely  shaped.  It  is  a  bent  piece 
of  strap  steel  that  bends  down  and  around 
the  drive  chain.  The  peculiar  shape  is 
necessary  because  the  shift  shaft  seems  to 
exit  the  engine  cases  at  the  wrong  place.  A 
normal  lever  would  be  quickly  sawed  in 
half  by  the  chain.  Folding  lever  ends, 
something  we  have  come  to  expect  on  an 
enduro  bike,  are  not  supplied  on  the  KDX. 
We  didn't  snag  or  bend  either  but  someone 
surely  will. 

Naturally,  a  high  snake  pipe  is  part  of 
the  KDX  package.  It  is  routed  so  it  doesn't 
bum  or  interfere  with  the  rider.  It  is  held 
into  the  o-ringed  exhaust  port  by  two 
springs  and  mounted  to  the  frame  with 
rubber  blocks  in  two  places.  The  silencer  is 
solidly  mounted  with  two  attaching  brack- 


ets and  incorporates  a  spark  arrester.  Al- 
though the  pipe  is  double  walled  and  the 
silencer  an  adequate  size,  the  KDX  is 
fairly  loud  for  an  enduro  bike. 

Only  a  tall  person  will  be  able  to  sit  on  a 
KDX  and  put  both  feet  on  the  ground  in 
anything  but  a  tippy-toe  fashion.  Tall 
meaning  six-feet  or  more.  By  using  a  seat 
the  same  thickness  as  the  KX250  moto- 
crosser.  the  seat  height  could  have  been 


lowered  by  2  in.  and  the  motocross  seat  is 
as  comfortable  as  any  off-road  seat 
around.  We  tried  to  install  a  seat  from  a 
KX  on  the  KDX  but  the  KDX  seat  rails  are 
a  tad  wider  than  the  motocrosser,  making 
the  swap  impossible  without  frame  sur- 
gery. After  the  bike  had  a  couple  hundred 
miles  on  it  the  seat  started  to  break  in  and 
the  riding  position  lowered.  The  excessive 
height  is  a  real  nuisance  when  trying  to> 


Clutch  is  large  and  many  of  its  components  are  made  from  aluminum.  Primary  drive  is  by 
straight-cut  gear  Unit  rotates  on  caged  needle  bearings. 


Fuel  tank  is  an  American-made  3.3  gal.  plastic  unit  that  has  a  staggered  bottom  and  large  filler 
opening.  Cap  has  recessed  vent  to  prevent  breakage. 
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Photos  by  Ron  Griewe 


«  I  ICI  ICX  tO'JO  '  «e 


It  makes  chrome  glitter       Aluminum  buffs  to  a 
and  removes  surface         mirror  finish  with  MC  IV 
rust.  Cycle  Polish. 


and  fights  off  gas  stains 
for  months. 

MCm CYCLE  POLISH  shines  old  or  new 


StarBrite  MC  IV  Cycle 
Polish  makes  paint 

chimmor  uuafor  hoaH 


New  Star  Brite 
MC15  Cyble  Polj 

and  MCiy  P7tit| 


Use  MC  IV  Proteclor  to  kf 
leather  or  vinyl  cycle  out'  ^ 
soft,  supple  and  sheerrinql|[| 
Use  MC  IV  CycWPohsh  to 
out  fine  scratches  on  helmet 
visors  and  make  them  ram 


cycles  like  a  jewel  in  seconds  without  hard  rubbing, 
even  in  hot  sun.  Yet  it  lasts  up  to  a  year. 

Paint,  chrome,  mirrors,  plexiglass,  aluminum,  return  i 
to  their  showroom  sparkle  with  this  amazing  polish. 

MCm  PROTECTOR  puts  new  life  into  hard 
and  soft  plastics,  rubber  and  vinyl.  It  fights  weatherin 
discoloration,  fading,  drying  out  and  cracking. 

Use  these  space-age  products  from  Star  Brite  to  kee|< 
your  whole  cycle  looking  new  as  the  day  you  bought! 

J^tarbrtte 


It  hub  is  straight  from  the  KX  moto- 
sser  with  speedo  drive  added.  Axle  has 
bar  to  speed  removal.  Forks  perform 

utifully. 


mph  speedometer  and  is  easily  removed  by 
undoing  rubber  straps.  Triple  clamps  are 
strong  double  bolt  units.  Handlebars  are 
rubber  mounted.  Forks  are  adjustable  with 
air  and  have  38mm  stanchion  tubes. 


Rear  hub  is  also  a  motocross  part.  Brake  has 
full-floating  backing  plate.  Brake  cam  and 
shaft  are  drilled  for  lightness.  Rims  are  D.  I.  D. 
Tires  are  six-ply  Dunlop  K190s,  a  good  en- 
dure choice. 


1  the  machine  around  on  anything  but 
.  smooth  ground.  Even  tall  riders  may 
i  their  legs  too  short  if  they  have  to  dab 
lie  turning  around  on  a  slope.  When 
happens  the  bike  naturally  turns  up- 
;  down  on  the  rider.  Most  of  the  Ka- 
;aki's  competitors  have  kept  the  wheel 
el  on  their  enduro  bikes  down  to  nine 
10  in.  and  the  seat  comfortable  but  not 
lecessarily  thick,  thus  keeping  the  seat 
iht  low  enough  to  dab  and  paddle  with 
ir  feet  when  necessary.  As  an  example 
Yamaha  IT  has  a  34.5  in.  seat  height, 
XRSOO  measures  34.6  in.,  a  Maico 


Magnum  is  35.6  in.,  and  all  of  them  have 
about  the  same  wheel  travel  as  the  KDX. 
The  extra  tall  seat  does  have  a  side  benefit 
though.  The  seat  to  footpeg  distance  is 
almost  23  in.— 2 1  in.  is  the  average  for  most 
modern  dirt  machines— and  the  transition 
from  a  sitting  to  standing  position  is  made 
much  easier  as  a  result. 

The  large  volume  fuel  tank  is  properly 
shaped  and  doesn't  interfere  with  the 
rider's  knees.  It  incorporates  a  stepped 
bottom,  like  the  Suzuki  PE  introduced  last 
year.  The  step  makes  room  for  pipe  clear- 
ance and  adds  an  extra  half  gallon  or  so  to 


the  tank  capacity.  The  added  capacity  is  at 
the  bottom  so  a  large  volume  of  fuel  can  be 
carried  without  adding  weight  at  the  top  of 
the  machine.  The  petcock  is  a  plastic  unit 
made  by  Vesco.  Down  is  on,  across  is  off. 
Simple  and  efficient. 

The  tank  design  is  partly  responsible  for 
the  bike  feeling  lighter  than  it  is  under  way. 
A  couple  of  other  things  also  contribute  to 
this.  The  light  Electrofusion  cylinder  keeps 
engine  weight  low  and  the  steep  28°  rake 
also  adds  to  the  illusion.  Steering  is  quick 
and  the  machine  has  an  agile,  go-where- 
pointed  personality.  It  is  a  very  solid  mo-> 


petal  Boyensen  reed  valve  controls  fuel 


Head  is  finned  on  the  bottom.  Spark  plug  is  angled  to  make  room  for  pipe. 


nk  assembly  is  large.  Transmission  gears  are  beefy. 


Piston  has  an  arched  intake  skirt.  Dykes  top  ring  and  normal  second- 
ring.  Shifting  mechanism  has  double  arms. 


15  hx  Bfln  firie»E 


torcycle  and  flex  isn't  part  of  the  package. 
Controls  are  properly  placed  and  if  the 
machine  is  stalled  in  a  precarious  spot,  it 
has  primary  kick  starting.  Restarting  is  as 
easy  as  pulling  in  the  clutch  and  jabbing 
the  long  slip-proof  kick  lever. 

The  frame  has  some  little  plates  welded 
on  the  tubes  by  the  swing  arm  pivot  bolt 
that  show  great  thought  has  gone  into 
design  of  the  KDX.  The  plates  keep  the 
rider's  ankles  from  being  bruised  on  the 
bolt  ends  on  rough  ground. 

Perhaps  the  person  who  designed  the 
plates  had  ridden  the  KDX  with  the  stock 
shocks.  We  had  almost  200  miles  on  the 
bike  before  they  started  letting  the  rear 
wheel  follow  the  bumps.  Until  then  the 
back  end  bucked  and  hopped  and  pieces 
of  angle  iron  would  have  worked  as  well. 
After  break- in  they  were  much  improved 
and  usable  but  still  nothing  great. 

The  large  forks  are  as  good  as  the  shocks 
are  poor.  They  never  do  anything  wrong 
and  their  action  is  almost  flawless. 

The  KDX  slides  fire  roads  like  it  was 
designed  to  be  a  track  bike.  Full-lock  slides 
are  as  easy  as  turning  the  throttle.  The 
more  the  throttle  is  turned,  the  more 
crossed-up  the  slide.  High  speed  corners 
on  rough  ground  aren't  as  much  fun.  The 
shocks  make  control  difficult  but  a  good 
rider  can  still  cover  a  lot  of  ground  in  a 
short  time.  Darting  between  trees  and 
boulders  is  great  fun  on  a  KDX.  It  steers. 
Only  European  machines  used  to  be  so 
precise. 

Horsepower  is  everyplace  and  anyplace 
between  idle  and  top  rpm  on  the  big  400. 
Rated  power  is  almost  40  and  torque— the 
reason  most  people  buy  open  class  enduro 
bikes— is  over  31  ft.  lb.  With  figures  like 
these  the  five-speed  transmission  is  almost 
one  more  gear  than  needed.  Even  with  the 
tall  final  gearing  the  bike  has  a  gear  for  all 
occasions.  Low  will  plunk  around  at  a 
snail's  pace,  fifth  is  good  for  an  indicated 
95.  For  full  time  use  in  forests,  an  owner 
will  probably  want  to  lower  the  overall 
gear  ratios.  As  delivered  the  front  sprocket 
has  15  teeth,  the  rear  48.  Kawasaki  has  an 
optional  rear  sprocket  two  teeth  larger  and 
front  sprockets  from  13  to  16  teeth.  The  13 
with  the  stock  rear  will  make  the  machine 
better  for  the  woods  rider.  The  big  engine 
vibrates  some  but  it  isn't  enough  to  be 
annoying.  It  can  be  felt  when  sitting  on  the 
bike  while  the  engine  warms  up  but  is 
almost  undetectable  once  under  way  as  the 
rubber  bar  mounts  do  their  job  and  isolate 
it. 

The  KDX  is  an  exceptionally  good  first 
year  bike.  The  only  things  that  keep  it  from 
being  right-on  are  the  shocks  and  the  tall 
seat  (if  you  are  short).  Aftermarket  shocks 
will  turn  the  bike  into  an  instant  enduro 
winner  or  fun  play  bike.  Kawasaki  is  spon- 
soring Mike  Hannon  in  national  enduros 
this  year  on  a  KDX  with  minor  modifica- 
tions. Mike  responded  to  the  ride  by  win- 
ning the  first  national  he  entered.  Are  you 
ready  to  win?  B 


Seat  is  extra  thick  measuring  7  in.  Rear  fender  does  a  good  job  of  keeping  mud  off  rid 
Silencer  is  mounted  witti  double  brackets  and  is  forest  legal. 
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KAWASAKI  KDXaOa 


SPECIFICATIONS 

ist  price  $1799 

brk  travel   10.2  in. 

brk  stanchion 

tube  dianrieter  38mm 

tear  wheel 

travel  9.1  in. 

ire,  front  .  3.00-21  Dunlop 

K190  4-ply 
ire,  rear..  . 4. 50-1 8  Dunlop 

K190  6-ply 
Engine  two-stroke  Single 
lore  X  stroke  ...  80  x  78mm 
'iston 

displacement  392cc 

;ompression  ratio  6.8:1 

;iaimed  power  ...  39.4  bhp 
@  7000  rpm 

;iaimed  torque   31.1  ft. 

lb.  @  6500  rpm 
)arburetion  ..36mm  Mikuni 

gnition  CDI 

ubrication  system  . premix 
'rimary 

drive    .  straight-cut  gear 

iear  ratios,  overalhl 

5th  6.32 

4th  7.60 

3rd  9.44 

2nd   12.24 

1st  18.48 

)il  capacity  2.2  pt. 

uel  capacity  3.3  gal. 

uel  tank 

material  plastic 

wing  arm 

material   aluminum 

tarter  primary  kick 

jr  filter  .  .K&N  oiled  cloth 

rame  material  chrome- 

moly  steel 

IIMENSIONS 

i/heelbase  57.1  in. 

eat  height   37.9  in. 


Seat  width  6.6  in. 

Seat  length   22.5  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center  15.0  in. 

Handlebar  width  .  .33.9  in. 

Footpeg  height   15.0  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top   22.8  in. 

Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center   6.0  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.1  in. 

Swing  arm 

length  21.0  in. 

Swing  arm  pivot 

to  drive  sprocket 

center  4.0  in. 


Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size  2.0  in. 

Ground 

clearance  12.0  in. 

Fork  rake  angle   28° 

Trail   4.7  in. 

Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel   260  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent  46/54 


FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable 

with  air?   yes 

Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable?  ..no 


Rear  shocks 

rebuildable?  no 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?  ...  yes,  sight  gauge 
Does  owners  manual 

show  how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?  yes 

Does  pipe  burn 

rider?  no 

Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable?  .  .  .  yes 


The  Saga  of  Vance  and  Hines 

Pro  Stock's  Top  Team  Has  Come  a  Long  Way  in  a  Short  While 


engine  designer,  builder,  tuner  ant 
mechanic. 

In  the  early  days,  the  days  of  a  few  mcr 
working  in  the  machine  shop  and  Vanct 
answering  the  phone  up  front.  Vance  ant 
Hines  teamed  up  as  rider  and  mechanic 
They  started  with  a  B  Gas  singie-enginet 
Honda  and  .set  a  record  with  a  10. 19  at  13^ 
mph.  Another  single-engined  Honda  fo! 
lowed,  this  time  an  unsuccessful  cxperi 
ment  that  didn't  .set  a  single  record  anc 
which  taught  Hines  what  not  to  do  with  ar 
engine. 

When  the  second  single-engined  Hi>ndi 
failed.  Vance  and  Hines  knew  that  the) 
needed  to  change  their  development  pro 
gram  from  intuitive  to  dyno-based.  Bu 
R.C.  Kngineering  was  still  fairly  small 
Although  Hines  had  free  access  to  anj 
parts  the  company  sold,  he  and  Vance  paic 
for  parts  from  outside  suppliers.  The  com 
pany  couldn't  afford,  nor  did  it  especiall) 
want,  a  dynamometer.  Hines  needed  i 
dyno  to  develop  engines,  so  he  and  Vanc« 
pooled  their  personal  savings  accounts  anc 
bought  one. 

The  same  thing  happened  when  it  be 
came  obvious  that  everything  had  beer 
done  that  could  be  done  without  some 
positive  way  to  measure  cylinder  heac 
how;  Vance  and  Hines  bought  a  (low 
bench,  which  Hines  installed  in  his  uarage 

In  the  meantime,  the  pair  .sold  theii 
second  single-engine  Honda  and  put  th< 
money  into  a  joint  savings  account  to  helf 
finance  the  construction  of  a  double 
engine  Honda.  When  R.C.  Engineerinj 
needed  the  money  to  continue  operation! 
one  winter.  Vance  and  Hines  loaned  theij 
$5000  development  fund  to  the  company 
As  well  as  paying  back  the  loan,  the  firn' 
backed  the  double  as  a  promotional  ven 


Nine  years  ago.  Byron  Hines  was  lacing 
wheels  for  a  living,  had  never  worked 
as  a  mechanic,  and  had  no  experience 
building  racing  engines. 

Today.  Hines,  29.  is  the  performance 
mastermind  behind  Terry  Vance's  Pro 
Stock  Suzuki.  Russ  Collins'  199.55  mph 
V-8  (built  with  two  CB750  top  ends)  Top 
Fuel  Honda,  a  blown  single-engine 
GSIOOO  Top  Fueler  still  being  constructed 
for  Vance.  25,  to  ride,  and  myriad  R.C. 
products  and  modifications. 

Hines  owned  a  Suzuki  X-6  250cc  Hus- 
tler before  being  shipped  to  Vietnam  in 
1969.  There  he  served  as  an  aircraft  arma- 
ments repairman,  working  on  rapid-fire 
mini-guns,  grenade  and  rocket  launchers, 
and  electronic  aircraft  defense  systems.  He 
saw  his  first  Honda  750  while  in  Vietnam, 
and  bought  one  when  he  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  1970. 

"I  put  about  25(X)  miles  on  it  and  de- 
cided to  put  a  kit  in  it.  I  bought  some  parts 
from  Russ  (Collins,  founder  of  R.C.  Kn- 
gineering) when  his  shop  first  opened.  Put 
it  all  together  and  it  ran  pretty  good,  so  I 
went  back  to  his  shop  to  ask  him  about 
some  plugs  and  he  asked  me  if  I  wanted  a 
job." 

A  wheel  lacer  by  day.  Hines  tuned  and 
raced  his  own  750  after  hours  and  went 
faster  than  the  shop  bikes.  It  didn't  take 
Collins  long  to  figure  out  that  Hines  could 
do  more  than  lace  wheels,  and  Hines  be- 
came a  racing  engine  builder. 

"I  was  basically  self-taught."  says  Hines. 
"Just  a  lot  of  taking  it  apart  and  putting  it 
together.  I  was  in  the  right  place  at  the 
right  time.  Russ's  place  was  just  opening 
up  and  he  was  receptive  to  experiments. 
We  got  lucky  in  the  first  big  race  we  went 
to.  which  was  Bow  ling  Green,  and  we  set  a 


by  John  Ulrich 


record  in  A  Altered.  That  more  or  less  laid 
the  groundwork  for  R.C.  Engineering, 
along  with  Rus.s'  promotion.  We  finally 
had  a  little  money  to  work  with,  to  build 
new  stuH." 

Enter  Terry  Vance,  then  17  years  old.  a 
kid  who  had  left  home  at  16.  worked  40 
hours  a  week  throughout  high  school,  mar- 
ried at  17  and  who  had  a  union  job  at  a 
litht)graphy  plant  earning  $1200  a  month. 
His  wife  worked  too.  giving  the  young 
couple  a  combined  income  of  almost 
$20,000  a  year.  Besides  money.  Vance  aLso 
had  a  Honda  CB750  and  a  lot  of  confi- 
dence and  audacity. 

"Russ  had  started  his  business."  .said 
Vance,  "and  I  could  see  that  he  was  reallv 
going  to  go  places  because  he  had  some 
quality  products  and  he  had  Bvron.  So  I 
told  Russ.  T  can  make  you  a  million  dollars 
if  you  just  give  me  a  job.'  I  knew  I  could 
really  do  him  a  service  because  he  didn't 
have  anybody  w  ho  could  talk  on  the  phone 
at  the  time  everyone  was  too  busy  doing 
machine  work  out  in  the  shop.  Russ  told 
mc  he  didn't  know  how  much  he  could  pay 
me.  but  said  that  he'd  see  what  he  could 
come  up  with.  I  went  down  the  next  day 
and  he  offered  me  a  job  at  $125  a  week.  I 
went  home,  considered  the  possibilities 
and  decided  that  I'd  rather  make  less 
money  doing  w  hat  I'd  like  to  do  than  make 
a  lot  of  money  doing  .something  I  couldn't 
stand.  The  next  Monday  I  went  to  work  for 
him." 

Thus  the  pair  was  launched  on  careers 
with  R.C.  Engineering,  careers  which 
would  eventually  make  Vance  general 
manager  of  the  now  $2.3  million.  40- 
employee  firm  and  see  Byron  establish 
himself  as  the  world's  best  drag  racing 


lure,  investing  an  additional  S7000  over  tlic 
two  years  it  took  Mines  to  finish  the  bike. 
The  payoff  came  when  the  double-engine 
Top  Gas  Honda  worked. 

"Terry  could  ride  good  to  start  w  ilh  and 
the  motors  were  developing  at  about  the 
same  pace  as  his  riding,"  said  Hines.  "The 
ne.\t  bike  wc  built,  a  double-cngined 
Honda,  was  so  ("ar  ahead  of  the  competi- 
tion thai  it  gave  us  lots  of  room  for  errors. 
If  we  didn't  have  the  motors  just  right  it 
would  still  run  half  a  second  quicker  than 
anybody  else." 


It  was  while  working  on  the  double  that 
Hines  learned  his  most  prized  and  guarded 
secret,  a  modilication  he  judges  so  critical 
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thai  lie  \^  ill  not  discuss  it  nor  allow  anyone 
to  vievs  the  combustion  chamber  or  intake 
tract  of  his  cylinder  heads.  He  has  been 
able  to  transfer  his  discovery  to  Kawasaki 
and  Su/uki  heads  with  equal  success. 

As  Vance  tells  it.  the  Honda  had  turned 
a  best  run  of  8.90  at  155  mph.  "One  day 
Byron  was  working  on  the  flow  bench  in 
his  garage  and  he  discovered  a  few  things 
on  the  head  that  he  thought  would  really 
work.  We  decided  that  maybe  we  should 
try  the  new  modification  and  see  if  it 
worked.  So  we  changed  both  heads  on  the 
bike  that's  all  wc  changed,  we  didn't 
change  camshafts,  we  didn't  change 
pistons.  All  we  did  was  change  the  heads. 
The  first  pass  we  made  the  bike  went  9.00 
at  162  mph  and  all  of  a  sudden  the  bike's 
got  a  wheelie  problem  1  can't  keep  the 
front  end  on  the  ground,  if  you  can  pick  up 
7  mph  in  the  quarter  with  a  slower  E.T.. 
you've  definitely  picked  up  some  horse- 
power. We  put  wheelie  bars  on  for  the  first 
time  and  the  bike  went  8.42  at  162  mph." 

The  double  was  spectacularly  success- 
ful, w  inning  22  out  of  23  races.  The  single 
loss  came  when  the  magneto  rotor  on  the 
rear  motor  broke  during  the  burnout,  and 
Vance  lost  by  default.  Five  vears  after  its 
last  race,  the  bike's  record  of  8.42  sec.  at 
162  mph  still  stands  for  double-engined 
gasoline- fueled  motorcycles. 

Bui  as  successful  as  the  double  was  on 
the  track,  it  won  with  such  predictabilit\ 
that  Vance  and  Hines  didn't  attract  much 
altenlion.  People  expected  it  to  win.  so 
when  ihe  machine  went  fast  it  was  no  big 
deal.  Instead,  press  and  spectator  attention 
focused  on  the  Pro  Stock  class,  which 


allowed  extensive  engine  modifications  ; 
a  semi-slock-appearing  chassis,  and  whii 
was  filled  by  Kawa.saki  Z-ls  turning  hig 
nine-second  ETs. 

Certain  that  ihev  could  win  in  Pn>  Stooi 
Hines  built  an  ri62cc  Honda  CB750  ' 
three  weeks.  In  pre-race  tests  at  a  loo( 
strip,  the  bike  turned  9.96. 

At  Atco.  New  Jersey,  for  the  next  ran 
the  R.C.  Engineering  Pro  Stock  Honr 
drew  hoots  of  derision  and  laughter  fro- 
competitors  in  the  pits  when  Vance  to 
them  what  the  machine  had  done  in  tea 
ing.  The  man  then  dominating  the  class  ; 
a  Z-l  laughed  and  offered  to  bet  S500  tH 
the  Honda  wouldn't  turn  in  the  nin 


Learn 

Motorcycle  Repair 

★  TRAIN  AT  HOME  TO  BE  A 

Motorcycle 
Wechanic 


^ou  like  to 

le  a  cycle  for  fun . . .  learn  how  to  fix 

»r  profit!  imagine  a  better  way  to 

n  your  living  whether  you  choose  to  work  in 
^cle  shop  for  someone  else  or  decide  to  start 
ir  own  cycle  repair  business? 
Jow,  thanks  to  North  American,  there's  a  fast, 
y  way  to  get  training  at  home  in  your  spare 
e.  No  need  to  quit  school  or  your  job.  Experts 
w  you  step-by-9tep  everything  from  minor 
e-ups  to  major  overhauls. 

CYCLES  ARE  BIG  BUSIMESS 
AND  SO  IS  FIXING  THEM! 

e  are  more  than  5  million  cyclM 
stered  In  the  U.S.  today.  Plus  an 
nated  million  more  dirt  bikes.  Arul 
all  need  maintenance.  Opportunl- 
vary  In  different  areas,  and  we  can- 
sromlse  you  a  job,  but  we  will  be  glad 
end  you  survey  results  showing  the 
loyment  success  of  our  graduates. 


viojum  jiujM.  ^'f"  „  "rt  much  much  more!  W« 
include  e  set  °' 'J^*'  7!oU  to  u»  burin(  yourtnininj 
you  rtirt.<i  '""J"'" ''iV^Sur  .ction  p.ck«l  ar^"^. 

tni  yours  to  "•P.'"  i°r  „■  ,houi  it  now.  Seno  wr 
motorcycle  """"l^  i.'lSH'^nfSmltion.  No  c«l  « 
Sfiln"""  n^Sr^H  Si"h  coupon  to<l.y____ 

You'll  Be  the  Center  of 
Attraction  in  Your  Circle  of  Friends . . . 

Be  the  envy  of  friends  &  neighbors 
as  they  flock  around  to  watch  you 
tear  down  and  tune-up  all  kinds 
of  motorcycles.  And  just  think  of 
the  satisfaction  in  knowing  you've 
got  the  best  performing  bike  in 
town.  Plus,  you  can  make  extra 
dollars  fixing  motorcycles  for 
your  friends  and  neighbors. 

D  FOR  FIKE  IHFORHUTIOII 

all  the  facts  now  .  .  .  with- 
obligation.  Be  among  the 
in  your  neighborhood  to 

I  in  on  the  profits  in  motor- 
e  repair.  No  cost  or 
ligation.  No  talesman 

II  tall.  Mail  Coupon  Momrf 

■••rj  by  Hom9'Stufiy  T 

IRTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REMIR 

)0  Campus  Dr.,  Dept.EB039  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 
sh  FREE  color  brochure  and  full  information  on  how  I 
I  lum  Motorcycle  Repair  for  only  a  few  dollars  a 

nth. 

*^  AGE__ 


)RESS  . 


TE  . 


.ZIP. 


second  bracket,  and  another  $500  that  it 
wouldn't  win  the  race.  Vance  declined  to 
wager,  but  one  of  his  friends  did. 

Vance  qualified  at  9.86,  beat  his  vocal 
foe  in  the  final  round  to  win  the  race,  and 
went  on  to  take  the  Pro  Stock  champion- 
ship for  the  year,  setting  the  record  at  9.74 
at  137.19  mph. 

In  1976  and  1977  Vance  and  Mines 
switched  to  a  Kawasaki,  setting  the  '76 
record  at  9.66  at  139.90  and  lowering  it  to 
9.38  at  144.00  in  '77. 

But  even  though  they  won  the  Pro  Stock 
title  twice  with  Kawasakis.  Vance  and 
Mines  received  no  help  from  Kawasaki, 
and  late  in  1977  Vance  went  looking  for 
sponsorship. 

"I  tried  for  10  weeks  to  contact  the  guys 
in  charge  at  Suzuki,"  said  Vance.  "But 
finally  I  figured  out  what  to  do.  I  put  the 
program  together,  put  it  all  on  paper,  sent 
it  to  the  head  people  and  waited.  After  a 
couple  of  days  1  sent  telexes  to  each  one  of 
them,  explaining  that  my  proposal  was 
there  and  saying  that  I'd  appreciate  it  if 
they  would  consider  it.  Finally  all  the  guys 
from  racing,  advertising  and  marketing 
came  down  to  the  shop  for  a  meeting  in 
October,  1977.  They  asked  if  we  would  be 
willing  to  do  this  and  that,  we  told  them 
what  we  could  do  and  would  do  and  they 
said  okay.  The  next  week  we  were  under 
contract  and  on  the  line." 

Vance  and  Mines  won  the  Pro  Stock 
championship  with  a  GSIOOO  in  1978,  and 
their  current  class  record  is  9.00  sec.  at 
147.05.  The  pair  have  been  featured  in  a 
Suzuki  commercial  aired  nationwide  on 
prime-time  television.  Suzuki  has  printed 
Terry  Vance  posters  and  has  sponsored  a 
contest  in  which  entrants  can  win  a 
GSIOOO  painted  to  resemble  Vance's. 
More  than  120,000  people  entered  the 
contest  for  10  Vance-replica  OS  1000s. 

Things  have  gone  well  for  the  pair.  Their 
salaries  at  R.C.  Engineering  have  doubled 
and  tripled  and  doubled  again  as  the  com- 
pany has  grown.  They  receive  additional 
income  from  Suzuki  and  other,  smaller 
sponsors.  They  live  less  than  a  quarter- 
mile  apart  in  a  suburb  of  Los  Angeles, 
near  R.C.  Engineering. 

Vance  is  married  and  has  one  daughter, 
5.  Mines  is  married  with  a  boy  and  a  girl, 
ages  6  and  3.  They  own  two  houses  each, 
one  to  live  in  and  another  to  rent.  They  fly 
to  races,  while  an  R.C.  employee  drives 
their  bobtail  truck  carrying  the  Pro  Stocker 
and  spares. 

At  a  night  race  with  Vance  and  Mines,  a 
reporter  overhears  bitter  words.  A  com- 
petitor stands  in  the  flood  of  fluorescent 
light  spilling  out  of  the  spacious  workshop 
interior  of  their  truck.  The  man  works  his 
jaw  and  stares  at  the  truck,  the  bike,  the 
spare  parts,  the  AC  generator  powering  the 
lights.  "If  only  I  had  that  kind  of  support," 
he  mutters.  "No  wonder  they  win  races." 

The  competitor  walks  off.  The  reporter 
can't  help  but  think  back  to  the  days  when 
Byron  Mines  laced  wheels  and  Terry  Vance 
signed  on  to  answer  the  phone.  Q 
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Vance  and  Hihes  Hove 
Dominated  Pro  Stock  Dragk 
Racing  for  Four  Ybars.  Tnis  is  Their 


The  R.C.  Engineering  Su/uki 
(iSKXK)  built  bv  Byron  ^Hincs  and 
ridden  by  Terry  Vance  is  the  quickest 
and  laslest  Pro  Stock  mt)torcycle  in  the 
world.  Vance  used  it  to  lower  the  class 
elapsed  time  (E.T.)  and  terminal  speed 
records  twice  in  1978.  first  to  9.24  sec. 
at  144.92  mph.  then  again  to  9.00  sec.  at 
147.05  mph.  Kor  the  third  consecutive  year, 
the  team  of  Vance  and  Mines  won  the 
International  Drag  Bike  Assn.  (IDBA)  Pro 
Stock  Championship  in  1978. 

As  this  is  written,  the  1979  IDBA  and  the 
newly-established  National  Hot  Rod  Assn. 
(NHRA)  Pro  Stock  series  are  barely  under 
way.  Vance  has  set  low  E.T.  at  two  races 
and  has  broken  the  NHRA  terminal  speed 
record.  But  two  electrical  problems  and 
one  rainout  have  kept  Vance  from  winning 
any  of  the  two  NHRA  and  one  IDBA  races 
he  has  entered  this  year.  Both  Pro  Stock 
championships  are  still  up  for  grabs,  but 
considering  that  the  winner  of  one  NHRA 
national  turned  9.48  to  Vance's  early- 
round  9.16.  it's  obvious  who's  got  the 
horsepower. 

Horsepower  is  the  name  of  the  game.  In 
drag  racing,  a  motorcycle  must  make  the 
most  possible  power  in  quick  spurts.  With- 
out having  to  worry  about  sustaining 


power  and  keeping  the  engine  together 
over  continuous,  long  distances,  drag  race 
mechanics  are  free  to  tune  for  the  max- 
imum power  output. 

I\iwer  makes  the  difference  between 
uho  goes  fast  and  who  doesn"l.  It  follows 
that  the  most  important  part  of  a  drag  race 
molorc\cle  is  the  engine,  so  we'll  examine 
the  R.(".  Su/uki's  powerplani  in  detail. 

The  engine  displaces  1 176cc.  with  a  bore 
of  76mm  and  a  stock  stroke  of  64.8mm.  In 
drag  racing,  displacement  isn't  directly 
regulated.  Instead,  a  machine  must  carry  a 
certain  number  of  pounds  (including 
rider)  per  cubic  inch  displacement.  Ac- 
cording to  IDBA  rules,  the  R.C.  Suzuki 
must  carry  8. 1  lb.  per  c.i.  because  it  started 
life  as  a  lOOOcc.  dohc.  two-valves-per-cyl- 
inder  engine  and  now  displaces  more  than 
Il65cc.  (Under  NHRA  rules  it  must  carry 
8.2  lb.  per  c.i.)  IDBA  rules  require  bikes 
under  1 165cc  to  carry  8.2  lb.  per  c.i.  under 
the  theory  that  the  smaller  engines  using 
a  cylinder  head  originally  designed  for  a 
lOOOcc  engine  are  more  efficient  per  c.i. 
The  engine  size  of  the  R.C.  GS 1000  wasn't 
selected  to  make  a  certain  weight  break, 
though,  but  because  R.C.  Engineering  was 
already  producing  76mm  pistons  and  rings 
in  the  form  of  an  1 198cc  kit  for  Kawasakis. 


(In  1976  and  1977.  Vance  and  Hines  wo 
the  Pro  Stock  title  with  a  Kawasaki,  usin 
the  bike  as  a  test  bed  for  mans  products 

The  key  to  horsepower  is  in  the  cylindi 
head.  Hines  is  reluctant  to  talk  about  th 
work  he  does  to  the  Su/uki's  head,  citin 
his  belie!  that  his  moditications  are  .ill  th; 
separate  his  w  inning  bike  from  the  rest  ( 
the  Pro  Stock  pack.  But  Hines  said  enoug 
here  and  there  during  conversations  in  h 
shop,  at  races  and  on  airplanes  to  piec 
together  a  broad  picture  of  his  work. 

To  start.  Hines  mills  the  cylinder  head  t 
make  sure  that  the  gasket  surface  is  tlat.  H 
cuts  a  radius  on  the  edge  of  the  combu 
tion  chamber  to  eliminate  sharp  edgs 
w  hich  might  concentrate  heat  and  develo 
detonation-causing  hot  spots.  To  prevei 
stress  cracks.  Hines  also  radiuses  the  spar 
plug  hole  at  the  point  where  it  enters  th 
combustion  chamber. 

Hines  uses  a  porting  tool  with  a  »  120 1 
*  180  grit  cartridge  roll  to  finish  the  con 
bustion  chambers,  a  finish  which  he  cal 
"a  little  on  the  rough  side."  That  finis 
promotes  carbon  buildup  to  insulate  tf 
combustion  chamber  If  the  cylinder  hea 
draws  heat  out  of  the  combustion  chambt 
rapidly,  then  the  fuel  mixture  won't  ligl 
fast  enough.  Hines  .says.  The  thin  layer  « 
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carbon  which  develops  after  10-15  runs 
prevents  rapid  heat  loss  and  promotes 
faster  combustion. 

Similarly.  Mines  finishes  the  intake  tract 
"on  the  rough  side"  to  improve  fuel  atom- 
ization.  As  he  explains  it,  because  a  drag 
motor  doesn't  get  as  hot  as  other  race 
engines,  the  fuel  will  not  fully  atomize  if 
the  intake  tract  is  polished  to  a  mirror 
finish.  With  his  porting  tool.  Mines  re- 
moves any  casting  imperfections  and 
smooths  out  the  intake  tract.  He  also 
makes  sure  that  the  rubber  intake  hoses  fit 
well  at  their  junctions  with  the  cylinder 
head  and  the  carburetors,  without  tur- 
bulence-inducing steps  or  mis-matches. 

The  exhaust  tract  is  smoother  than  ei- 
ther the  intake  or  the  combustion  cham- 
ber, usually  worked  over  with  a  #280  to 
#320  grit  cartridge  roll.  Mines  uses  his 
porting  tool  to  remove  any  bumps  or  cast- 
ing imperfections  in  the  exhaust  port  so 
that  the  carbon  buildup  will  be  even.  That 
carbon  layer  also  serves  to  insulate  the 
cylinder  head  from  exhaust  gasses.  Any 
time  heat  is  removed  from  the  exhaust  port 
(or  upper  end  of  the  exhaust  system),  port 
velocity  drops  because  energy  that  would 
otherwise  be  used  pushing  the  gas  out  the 
port  and  through  the  exhaust  pipe  is  dissi- 
pated into  the  cylinder  head  or  airstream. 

While  enough  to  provide  the  insulating 
quaUties  that  Mines  wants,  the  carbon  in 
the  combustion  chamber  and  exhaust  port 
never  reaches  the  excessive  stage.  Accord- 
ing to  Mines,  the  amount  of  carbon  which 
develops  during  a  season's  worth  of  quar- 
ter-mile runs  is  less  than  would  build  up  if 
an  average  street  rider  took  his  stock 
GSIOOO  back  and  forth  to  work  for  a  week. 
Because  the  drag  motor  is  always  running 
at  peak  efficiency  with  maximum  flow  in 


the  intake  and  exhaust  ports,  there  isn't  a 
chance  for  excess  carbon  to  build  up. 

It's  very  important,  in  Mines'  view,  to 
give  a  new  head  a  valve  job  after  five  or  six 
runs.  The  intake  valve  seats  move  around  a 
little  in  a  brand  new  head,  and  if  they 
aren't  attended  to.  the  next  time  the  engine 
won't  run  as  fast  as  it  did  at  first.  The  valve 
seat  will  look  fine,  says  Mines,  but  will  be 
distorted  just  enough  to  allow  a  little  leak- 
age. Obviously,  it's  very  important  to  have 
a  positive  seal. 

The  valves  used  in  the  R.C.  Suzuki  are 
both  exotic  and  expensive.  Made  of  ti- 
tanium, the  valves  sell  for  S45  each  but 
have  several  advantages  over  the  standard 
alternative  of  stainless  steel. 

For  example,  the  titanium  valves  weigh 
40  percent  less  than  stainless  steel  built  to 
identical  dimensions.  Because  the  valves 
are  lighter,  valve  control  is  better  and  the 
valve  buckets  stay  on  the  cam  lobes.  With 
as  much  ramp  speed  (or  valve  acceleration 
rate)  as  the  bike's  camshafts  have,  control 
is  important  to  avoid  valve  float.  Another 
benefit  of  light  valves  is  that  valve  springs 
last  longer  than  when  steel  valves  are  used. 

Another  advantage  is  that  the  titanium 
valves  are  more  likely  to  return  to  their 
original  shape  after  being  nicked  by  a 
piston  in  the  event  of  a  missed  shift  or 
over-rev.  Mines  says  that  the  valves  "have  a 
better  memory."  and  that  titanium's 
higher  tensile  strength  allows  the  valve  to 
bend  farther  and  still  come  back  to  seat 
correctly. 

Mowever.  titanium  cannot  withstand 
heat  as  well  as  stainless  steel.  For  a  long 
time,  available  titanium  alloys  couldn't  be 
used  for  exhaust  valves  because  of  the  high 
temperatures  encountered  in  exhaust 
ports.  R.C.  exhaust  valves  use  one  titanium 


alloy  for  the  heads  and  another  for  it 
stems,  the  two  pieces  being  welded  i> 
gether  and  bead  blasted.  The  process  w. 
developed  by  NASCAR  tuners  less  than 
year  ago.  and  at  this  writing  R.C.  K 
gineering  is  the  only  motorcycle  aflc 
market  concern  with  access  to  such  \al\c 
Intake  valve  size  is  40mm.  compared 
38mm  stock,  while  exhaust  valve  size  is  il 
same  as  stock.  32mm.  During  installaiii 
the  valves  are  backcut  and  the  flat  bottoi 
dished  slightly.  Mines  makes  sure  th 
there  is  enough  material  between  the  du 
of  the  valve  and  the  point  at  which  the  4: 
angle  starts.  (Too  little  material  could  I 
to  premature  leakage).  Mines  also  checi 
the  valves  for  any  nicks  or  burrs,  especial 
at  the  point  where  the  stem  radiuses  in 
the  head. 

Valve  stem  diameter  is  stock  7mr 
which  Mines  feels  is  actually  a  bit  margin 


A  bullet-shaped  piece  of  steel  rod  strear] 
lines  flow  at  tfie  point  where  the  four  hea 
pipes  join. 


Pro  Stocker  uses  dual  pattern  camshafts— the  exhaust  cam  lobe 
(right)  has  less  lift  and  more  duration  to  minimize  valve  float. 


Titanium  valves  cost  $45  each,  are  used  with  heavy-duty 
springs  and  titanium  spring  retainers.  Small  lash  adjustment 
shim  rides  underneath  bucket. 
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isidering  the  radical  camshafts  and  the 
ount  of  spring  pressure  (90  to  95  lb.  on 
seat)  run  in  the  R.C.  Suzuki.  Because 
valves  are  so  much  lighter  than  steel, 
nes  feels  that  any  slight  theoretical 
ight  (or  flow)  advantage  gained  by  using 
Jersi/ed  valve  stems  would  not  be  worth 
•  possible  risk  of  the  stems  stretching 
d  reducing  valve  clearance— which 
uid  then  demand  constant  checking  and 
ustmcnl.  The  bike  is  fitted  with  stock 
/.uk\  valve  guides. 


Heavy-duty  shot-peened  silicone- 
chrome  valve  springs  are  used  with  ti- 
tanium collars.  Racing  valve  buckets  with 
lash  adjustment  shims  underneath  are 
used  instead  of  stock-style  buckets  with 
shims  on  top.  If  the  shims  were  on  top  of 
the  buckets,  they  might  be  kicked  out  of 
place— and  through  the  cylinder  head— by 
the  camshaft. 

The  camshafts  are  dual  pattern,  that  is. 
the  exhaust  camshaft  lobe  profiles  are  dif- 
ferent from  the  intake  camshaft  lobe  pro- 


ctrical  outlet  mounted  on  handlebars  completes  ignition  circuit  when  Vance  inserts  a  plug, 
ich  is  attached  to  his  leathers  by  wire  and  an  alligator  clip.  Button  located  between  left  grip 
1  clutch  lever  activates  air  shifter 


files.  The  intake  cam  has  0.460  in.  gross  lift 
with  320°  duration,  while  the  exhaust  cam- 
shaft has  0.405  in.  gross  lift  with  328° 
duration.  The  exhaust  camshaft  profile  is 
somewhat  smoother  to  discourage  exhaust 
valve  float  at  very  high  rpm.  Hines  explains 
that  in  drag  racing,  valve  float  is  inevitable, 
whether  during  the  burnout  or  when  the 
rider  has  trouble  catching  a  gear  or  even 
misses  a  shift.  If  the  intake  valve  floats,  the 
piston  is  down  (or  going  down)  and  so  the 
valve  isn't  in  danger  of  colliding  with  the 
piston  dome.  But  the  piston  is  approaching 
TDC  when  the  exhaust  valve  is  open  so 
any  float  can  result  in  hitting  the  piston 
and/or  clipping  the  intake  valve  as  well.  To 
compensate  for  slightly  less  lift,  (which 
also  makes  life  easier  for  the  exhaust  valve 
springs)  the  exhaust  camshaft  has  more 
duration. 

The  camshafts,  which  are  sold  as  R.C. 
Engineering  #520  cams,  must  be  degreed 
in.  To  allow  this,  the  camshaft  sprocket  bolt 
holes  are  slotted— when  the  cam  sprocket 
bolts  are  loosened,  the  sprocket  can  be 
moved  back  and  forth  several  degrees  to 
allow  precise  camshaft  timing.  Measured 
at  0.050  in.  lift,  the  recommended  starting 
point  for  cam  timing  opens  the  intake 
valves  at  2 1  °  BTDC  and  closes  them  at  65° 
ABDC;  exhaust  valves  open  at  70°  BBDC 
and  close  at  20°  ATDC. 

Camshaft  timing  isn't  as  simple  as  set- 
ting the  cams  at  the  standard  figures  and 
forgetting  them.  Hines  alters  cam  timing 
according  to  track  conditions,  and  by 
doing  so  can  move  the  powerband  several 
hundred  rpm  up  or  down  the  scale.  By 
closing  the  intake  valves  earlier,  for  exam- 
ple, cranking  pressure  can  be  altered.  But 
according  to  Hines.  many  things— too 
many  things  to  discuss  here  in  detail— must> 


es  welds  each  pin  of  the  pressed-to- 
her  crankshaft  to  prevent  shifting  under 
rpm  loads. 


Weld  secures  primary  drive  gear  to  prevent 
slippage. 


Crankshaft  center  pin  is  radiused  on  each 
side  of  cam  chain  sprocket  and  at  center 
main  bearing  shoulders.  Stock  90°  angles 
would  concentrate  stress,  risking  crank 
breakage. 

lid  material 
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be  considered  when  playing  with  cam  tim- 
ing, including  the  type  of  cylinder  head 
porting,  the  exhaust  pipe,  the  carburetors, 
riding  style,  gearing,  ignition  timing,  and 
jetting. 

The  cam  is  driven  off  the  crank  via  an 
R.C.  Engineering  cam  chain,  which  has 
looser  tolerances  than  the  stock  chain  to 
avoid  pin  seizure  or  any  tendency  to  not 
precisely  follow  the  small  crankshaft 
sprocket  at  very  high  rpm. 

Hines  modified  the  lop  of  the  cylinder 
head  to  accept  an  idler  roller  from  a 
GS750,  mounted  between  the  intake  and 
exhaust  cams.  The  idler  is  necessary  to 
control  cam  chain  whip  and  maintain  pre- 
cise camshaft  timing. 

In  early  dyno  tests  prior  to  the  1978 
season— when  Vance  and  Hines  switched 
from  Kawasaki  to  Suzuki  — Hines  had 
problems  with  the  cylinder  head  lifting  ofl" 
the  cylinders— and  spraying  gas  and  oil  out 
the  sides— and  the  base  gasket  being 
beaten  to  pieces  between  the  cylinder  and 
the  crankcases.  The  cure  came  in  three 
parts.  First,  an  R.C.  copper  alloy  head 
gasket— similar  to  the  ones  already  devel- 
oped for  Kawasakis  and  Hondas-was 
made  and  installed.  Second,  a  small 
groove  0.035  in.  deep  was  milled  around 
the  top  of  each  nickel-alloy  cylinder  liner 
to  hold  an  0.047  in.  o.d.  copper  wire.  Third, 
R.C.  heavy-duty  4130  chrome  moly  steel 
cylinder  studs  were  installed.  The  R.C. 
studs  have  cold-rolled  threads  on  each  end 
and  have  a  shank  diameter  of  3/8  in., 
compared  to  the  stock  mild  steel  stud's 
shank  diameter  of  5/16  in. 

The  combination  of  those  three  mea- 
sures keeps  the  compression  inside  the 
cylinders  and  prevents  cylinder  and  cylin- 
der head  movement.  Still  using  the  stock 
Suzuki  base  gaskets,  Hines  has  not  had  any 
further  problems  with  leakage  or  gasket 
pulverization. 

Hines  swears  by  forged  pistons  for  sev- 
eral reasons.  According  to  Hines,  forged 
pistons  are  dimensionally  much  stronger 
than  cast  pistons  becau.se  the  metal  is  more 
dense.  In  the  early  days  of  piston  forging, 
the  increased  density  of  the  metal  caused 
problems  with  excess  heat  expansion  and 
the  transfer  of  too  much  heat  to  the  wrist 


pin.  But  current  technology  allows  the  use 
of  a  very  high-silicon  content  in  the  piston 
alloy,  controlling  expansion  and  heat 
transfer  and  improving  lubricity.  A  prop- 
erly-designed forged  pi.ston  can  be  in- 
stalled with  piston-lo-cylinder  wall  clear- 
ances as  small  as  those  used  in  the  case  of 
the  best  cast  pistons,  while  delivering  more 
strength.  In  addition,  during  the  forging 
process  the  alloy  tends  to  develop  a  grain 
flow  in  the  area  of  wrist  pin  bosses,  increas- 
ing strength  in  this  critical  area.  Hines  .says 
that  forged  piston  ring  lands  are  signifi- 
cantly belter  able  to  withstand  detonation 
and  other  combustion  abnormalities  than 
are  cast  pistons. 

But  the  pistons  that  Hines  installs  in  the 
R.C.  Suzuki  Pro  Stocker  are  neither  ordi- 
nary nor  off  the  shelf.  He  starts  with  a  4032 
high  silicone  alloy  forged  piston  blank 
with  the  second  and  oil  control  ring 
grooves  cut.  but  without  the  top  ring 
groove. 

The  first  step  is  to  shape  the  piston  dome 
to  fill  the  combustion  chamber  enough  to 
yield  a  13.5:1  c.r.  without  bending  the 
valves  or  hitting  the  spark  plug.  Each  valve 
pocket  is  raised  in  the  middle  to  follow  the 
dished  contour  of  the  valve  bottoms,  a 
feature  which  helps  purge  unburned  ex- 
haust gasses  at  TDC  on  overlap  (both 
valves  open).  The  raised  bumps  in  the 
valve  reliefs  clean  out  the  space  under- 
neath the  valves  to  make  more  room  fbr 
new  fuel/air  mixture.  A  notch  cut  in  one 
side  of  the  raised  dome  allows  clearance 
for  the  spark  plug  electrode. 

That's  fairly  standard  stufl".  Hines  gets 
exotic  when  it  comes  to  rings.  He  cuts  his 
own  top  compression  ring  land  because 
production  tolerances  of  0.0015  to  0.0020 
in.  arc  too  great  to  work  with  gas  ports 
(more  on  that  later).  The  top  land  is  lo- 
cated as  close  to  the  top  of  the  piston  as  is 
possible  (about  0. 10  in.)  because  Hines  has 
found  in  dyno  tests  that  pistons  with  high 
rings  make  more  power  than  do  pistons 
with  relatively  low  top  rings. 

Hines  cuts  the  ring  land  about  0.001  in. 
smaller  than  the  thickness  of  the  top  com- 
pression ring,  then  laps  in  the  ring— using  a 
special  fixture  he  designed  and  built— to  a 
finished  up-and-down  tolerance  of  less 


than  0.0005  in.  with  zero  back  clearanct 

The  special  fixture  holds  the  ring  ai 
loads  it  as  if  it  were  in  the  cylinder  bo 
Besides  making  the  close  tolerances  pos 
ble,  lapping  the  ring  also  ensures  that  t 
ring  itself  is  perfectly  flat  on  both  sidi 
with  no  bevel  or  irregularities.  The  lapp 
finish  provides  a  good  seal. 

A  good  seal  is  essential  because  Hin 
uses  eight  evenly-spaced,  0.045  in.  diam 
ter  "gas  ports"  leading  from  the  edge 
the  piston  top  to  the  top  of  the  upper  ri 
land,  at  an  angle. 

Combustion  pressure  through  the  g 
ports  forces  the  upper  ring  out  against  t 
cylinder  wall.  The  result  is  an  excellent : 
with  little  blowby.  Almost  all  the  combi 
tion  pressure  is  utilized  in  the  proJucti 
of  horsepower.  In  leakdown  tests,  the  R. 
Suzuki  typically  loses  less  than  one  pcrci. 
of  pressure  over  a  given  time  period  test 
cold.  (A  typical  stock  street  bike  will  U 
six  to  10  percent  pressure  in  the  same  tes 

The  top  compression  ring  itself  is  u 
steel,  0.031  in.  thick  with  0.125  in.  rad 
thickness.  Tool  steel  is  heat  resistant,  c 
withstand  detonation  without  cracking 
breaking,  and  has  excellent  we 
characteristics. 

The  middle  ring  is  a  cast  iron  taper-fa 
scraper  ring  run  at  0.0015  in.  top-io-bi 


Finished  piston  yields  13.5:1  c.r.  Sl<irt  hoi 
provide  extra  skirt  lubrication  and  redu 
weight.  Eight  gas  ports  on  edge  of  piston  ti 
pressurize  top  ring  and  force  it  out  again 
cylinder  wall. 


Clutch  basket  rivets  are  reinforced  with 
weld.  Basket  is  otherwise  stock,  as  are 
clutch  hub  and  clutch  fiber  plates. 


Hines  starts  with  a  76mm.  300-gram  forged  piston  blank  (left)  and  works  it  into  a  235-gra 
finished  piston  (center).  Stock  70mm  cast  piston  is  shown  at  right. 
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BUILI  TO  SAVE. 
BUIIJ  TO  SEflLY  TOUGH. 

Here's  what  Chevy  offers  to  meet  today's  need  for  tough,  economical  trucks.  New  imported  Chevy  LUV  with 
better  mileage  ratings  than  many  cars.  Chevy's  CIO  diesel  pickup  with  impressive  mileage  at  diesel  fuel  prices. 
And  Chevy's  CIO  pickup  with  an  economical,  standard  Six  that  develops  more  horsepower  and  toraue  than  last 
year's.  See  all  three  tough,  economical  trucks  today.  Full-size  Chevy  pickups  are  equipped  with  GM-huilt  engines 
produced  by  various  divisions.  See  your  dealer  for  details. 


CHEVY  LUV 


EPA  ESTIMATED 
MPG25 


ESTIMATED 
HWY 


CIO  SIX-CYLINDER  FLEETSIDE  PICKUP 


BUIU  TO  STAY  TOUGH 


/g0  'Remember:  Compare  the  estimated 
"  MPG  to  the  "estimated  MPG"  of  other 
vehicles.  Your  mileage  may  differ, 
depending  on  your  speed,  trip  length  and 
weather.  Your  actual  highway  mileage  will 
probably  be  less  than  the  estimated  highway 
fuel  economy  Estimates  for  Chevy  LUV  and 
4.1  Liter  Six  lower  in  Calif. 


torn  clearance.  This  second  ring  is  located 
0.30  in.  below  the  top  ring.  Plenty  of  piston 
metal  backs  up  the  upper  compression 
ring  and  holds  it  in  precise  position. 

The  third  ring  is  a  standard  R.C.  three- 
piece  oil-control  ring. 

An  annular  groove  cut  between  the  sec- 
ond ring  and  the  oil  control  ring  removes 
oil  on  downstrokes.  and  channels  it  to 
holes  leading  to  the  wrist  pin.  The  pressure 
between  the  second  ring  and  the  oil  control 
ring  is  greater  than  crankcase  pressure,  so 
this  system  in  essence  force  feeds  oil  to  the 
wrist  pin. 

Oil  scraped  off  the  cylinder  wall  by  the 
oil  control  ring  is  fed  via  channels  to  drain 
holes  leading  into  the  center  of  the  piston. 
The  drain  holes  themselves  are  notched  to 
encourage  oil  to  run  down  the  piston  skirt. 

Three  3/8-in.  chamfered  holes  drilled  in 
the  piston  skirt  on  both  the  intake  and 
exhaust  sides  serve  two  functions:  to 
lighten  the  piston  without  reducing 
strength  and  to  provide  extra  skirt  oiling. 
The  piston  never  gets  hot  enough  to  fully 
expand  into  a  true  cylindrical  shape,  thus 
the  skirts  are  heavily  loaded  and  need 
additional  oiling  to  prevent  seizures. 

However,  Hines  points  out  that  drilling 
such  piston  holes  isn't  something  for  the 
home  tuner  to  attempt;  the  modification— 
if  not  done  correctly— can  cause  the  piston 


Transmission  is  hard-chromed  to  reduce 
friction,  dogs  undercut  for  more  positive 
engagement. 


Pressed-on  second  gear  in  transmission  is 
welded  to  shaft  to  prevent  any  slip. 


to  crack  and  explode.  Hole  spacing  must 
be  even  and  precise,  and  the  edges  cham- 
fered and  deburred  to  avoid  concentrating 
stress  and  to  prevent  cracking. 

Grooves  between  the  piston  skirt  holes 
serve  as  oil  reservoirs,  holding  lubricant  on 
the  skirt  faces. 

The  pistons  are  run  with  0.050  to  0.055 
in.  clearance  between  crown  and  cylinder 
head  combustion  chamber. 

The  result  of  all  the  effort  and  work  is 
pistons  that  don't  normally  require  any 
attention  during  a  Pro  Stock  season.  Once 
Hines  has  machined  the  pistons,  the 
weight  is  down  to  235  to  240  grams  without 
wrist  pin  and  rings,  compared  to  the  start- 
ing weight  of  300  grams  for  the  blank. 

Wrist  pins  are  R.C.  hard  chromed  with  a 
taper  bore,  with  greater  wall  thickness 
(and  strength)  in  the  middle  where  the  pin 
meets  the  connecting  rod.  The  pins  weigh 
less  than  a  straight-bore  pin  of  comparable 
strength. 

Teflon  retainer  buttons  position  the  pins, 
the  buttons  riding  directly  on  the  cylinder 
walls.  (Because  the  Teflon  buttons  wear 
into  egg-shapes  after  a  certain  amount  of 
use,  Hines  recommends  tapered  alumi- 
num buttons  for  street  and  road  racing 
use.) 

When  Hines  assembles  his  racing  en- 
gines, he  oils  the  pistons  and  rings  first. 


Remote  oil  pump  pickup  is  located  at  the 
rear  of  the  sump,  where  the  forces  of  accel- 
eration send  the  oil. 


According  to  Hines,  if  the  engine  is  ; 
sembled  with  the  pistons  and  rings  dry,  i 
first  few  strokes  upon  start-up  prodi 
excessive  wear.  (Some  racing  machin 
may  have  to  be  assembled  dry  if  the  rii 
used  are  uneven,  with  low  spots  in  th 
circumference.) 

The  R.C.  Suzuki  is  fitted  with  An 
carburetors  for  several  reasons.  Foremti 
the  carburetors  are  readily  available  a 
are  narrow  enough  to  fit  in  the  availat 
space.  An  alternative  to  the  Amals  wol 
be  31mm  Keihin  CR  carbs.  but  CRs  i 
available  only  through  limited  sources.  C 
carburetors  also  have  a  push-pull  linka 
which  hits  on  the  Suzuki  cylinder  he 
unless  spacing  blocks  are  used. 

Amals  have  another  advantage  in  it 
carburetor  size  may  be  easily  varied— i 
same  basic  body  casting  is  used  for  pi 
duction-line  Amal  32mm,  34mm  ;ii 
36mm  carbs.  Hines  takes  standard  34n 
Amals  and  bores  them  out  to  35mm 
clean  up  what  he  describes  as  cobbv.  rou 
bores. 

The  carbs  arc  bolted  to  a  piece  of  a  hi  n 
num  strap,  producing  a  single  unit, 
bank.  But  the  mounting  surface  must 
machined  flat  before  each  carburetor 
bolted  up.  As  it  comes  cast  from  the  An 
factory,  the  surface  is  uneven  and  rough 
the  carbs  are  bolted  together  with  i 


Insert  in  oil  pump  output  gallery  limits  flow 
transmission,  diverting  extra  lubricant 
maintain  critical  top  end  oil  pressure. 
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anting  surface  un-machined.  tighten- 
the  mount  bolls  will  distort  the  slide 
;  and  cause  the  slide  to  stick  open,  the 
ilem  surfacing  in  one  out  of  every  four 
)s  on  the  average. 

lines  jets  to  suit  each  individual  engine 
luiids  but  begins  with  #260  to  #270 
n  jets,  installs  #3.5  slides  (3.0  slides 
stock)  and  fills  each  slide  with  lead  so  it 
I't  float  on  the  airstream  and  produce 
■rratic  idle  or  return  to  idle  slowly  when 
pcd  in  the  staging  area. 
Bclic\e  it  or  not."  says  Mines  of  that 
ticuiar  modification,  "that's  just  to 
ce  the  bike  sound  better,  make  it  sound 

a  motorcycle  in  the  staging  area." 
es.  the  man  .so  dedicated  to  function, 
a  bit  of  showman  in  him  after  all. 
lines  makes  sure  that  the  distance  from 
needle  jet  to  the  top  of  the  fuel  mixture 
;d  tube  is  equal  length  on  all  fourcarbs. 

taps  any  errant  bleed  tube  up  or  down 
1  a  brass  punch  to  get  it  where  he  wants 
I' the  distances  are  uneven,  one  cylinder 
.  run  lean  or  rich  at  partial  throttle  and 
bike  will  hesitate  slightly  and  run  on 
:e  cylinders  off  the  line, 
lines  removes  the  enrichening  circuit  in 
li  carb  because  he  had  problems  with 
plungers  re-seating.  The  bike  is  push 
ted  because  the  electric  starter  is  re- 
►ed  and  the  .sidecase  hole  filled  with  an 


R.C.  plug  to  save  weight.  Before  starting. 
Mines  squirts  each  carb  throat  with  raw  gas 
from  a  small  oil  pump  can. 

Velocity  stack  length  was  determined  by 
research  on  the  dyno.  Mines  starts  with 
stock  Amal  stacks  and  shortens  and  flares 
them  on  a  lathe.  The  slacks  on  cylinders 
one  and  four  are  1.5  in.  long  while  the 
slacks  for  cylinders  two  and  three  are  2.0 
in.  long  to  equalize  intake  tract  lengths.  (In 
the  stock  Suzuki  cylinder  head  casting,  the 
inside  and  outside  cylinder  intake  tracts 
vary  in  length,  to  expedite  mounting  the 
four  carbs  as  inboard  as  possible  in  an 
effort  to  maximize  rider  knee  room.) 

Final  jetting  is  always  done  at  the  track. 
Mines  explains  that  on  the  dyno.  jetting  is 
less  critical  in  determining  horsepower 
output  than  it  is  al  the  racetrack.  In  addi- 
tion. Mines  doesn't  run  the  engine  to  max- 
imum rpm  on  the  dyno.  instead  limiting 
testing  rpm  to  about  10.000.  (Me  admits 
that  he  once  ran  a  Kawasaki  Pro  Slock 
motor  up  to  12.000  rpm  on  the  dyno.  and 
that  it  made  about  40  horsepower  le.ss  than 
it  did  at  10.000  rpm).  At  the  racetrack,  the 
motorcycle  is  typically  turned  to  1 1,000  or 
1 1.500  rpm.  and  is  shifted  by  .sound.  Mines 
says  no  tach  could  keep  up  with  the  accel- 
eration of  his  drag  motor. 

Two  '/4-in.  inside  diameter  fuel  lines  feed 
from  individual  pelcocks  located  on  each 


side  of  the  4  gal.  fiberglass  fuel  tank.  Two 
pelcocks  are  used  because  the  tank  has  a 
high  backbone,  and  Mines  can  vary  wel 
weight  by  altering  the  amount  of  gas  car- 
ried in  the  tank— with  two  lines,  he  doesn't 
have  to  worry  about  gas  being  isolated  in 
one  .side  of  the  lank.  A  balance  tube 
between  the  two  main  fuel  feed  lines  com- 
pensates in  case  one  side  of  the  tank 
contains  more  fuel  than  the  other.  (Once 
two  cylinders  on  the  bike  cut  out  when  one 
side  of  the  tank  went  dry  mid-run.  Mines 
doesn't  like  to  take  chances  with  repealing 
mistakes.) 

The  bike  runs  on  127-oclane  M&M  Blue 
racing  gasoline,  which  costs  $2.50  per 
gallon. 

The  throttle  cable  is  a  stock  one-inlo- 
four  early-model  Honda  CB750  part. 

The  exhaust  system  is  mandrel  bent  but 
hand  assembled  to  allow  clearance  for  the 
lead  ballast  weights  attached  to  the  front 
bottom  of  the  frame.  Mead  pipes  are  1.5  in. 
o.d.  and  are  26  in.  long,  leading  into  a  2.5- 
in.  collector,  which  in  turn  leads  into  a 
standard  R.C.  Engineering  megaphone. 
To  streamline  flow,  at  the  center  of  the 
junction  of  the  four  head  pipes.  Mines 
installs  a  3/4-in.  o.d.  bullet-shaped  piece 
of  steel  rod  called  a  "goilet".  The  system  is 
routed  underneath  the  center  of  the  engine 
so  that  if  the  bike  gets  out  of  control  at  > 


aust  system  is  hand  assembted  and  routed  underneath  engine, 
i  lead  ballast  weights  bolted  to  lower  front  of  frame. 


Chrome-moly  swing  arm  is  24.5  in.  long,  rectangular  in  cross 
section.  Chrome-moly  tubular  struts  replace  rear  shocks  to  keep 
the  front  end  down.  Note  battery  mounted  below  swing  arm, 
near  engine. 


nan  swing  arm  is  cross-braced,  has  three  lower  strut  mount  positions.  Extra  arm  prevents 
ting  of  assembly  during  launch  from  starting  line.  Without  the  extra  arm,  engine  torque 
lid  pull  the  swing  arm  to  one  side  and  cause  the  motorcycle  to  veer 


Amal  carbs  are  bored  out  to  35mm  with 
enrichening  circuits  removed.  Cable  is  early- 
model  CB750  Honda. 


AUGUST  1979/59 


speed  it  won't  drag  the  pipe  on  one  side  or 
another. 

The  bottom  of  the  collector  is  actually 
flattened  from  hitting  bumps,  but  Mines 
says  that  horsepower  readings  on  the  dyno 
haven't  been  afl'ected,  and  that  he  is  reluc- 
tant to  change  a  pipe  that  works  just 
because  it's  flat  on  the  bottom. 

Ignition  is  by  a  total-loss,  battery 
powered  Martek  CDI  with  Hall  effect 
magnetic  pickups,  which  Mines  says  fires 
the  ignition  at  the  same  point  (measured  in 
crankshaft  degrees)  at  0  rpm  and  at  12,000 
rpm.  The  stock  Suzuki  ignition  advance 
unit  is  welded  at  the  full  advance  of  40° 
BTDC,  but  Mines  leaves  the  advance 
weights  on  and  reinforces  the  arm  stops, 
arm  pivot  pins  and  spring  pins  with  weld. 
Aluminum  shims  used  underneath  the  ad- 
varice  mount  bolt  lock  the  assembly  down 
and  remove  any  trace  of  slop.  Mines  uses 
the  modified  stock  advance  unit— instead 
of  building  a  one-off"  part— so  that  in  case 
of  failure  a  replacement  is  as  close  as  the 
nearest  stock  Suzuki  part  and  the  welding 
equipment  carried  in  the  R.C.  truck. 

Connecting  rods  are  stock,  but  Mines 
welds  the  pressed-together  crankshaft  at 
the  pins  and  the  drive  sprocket  to  prevent 
slippage  at  high  rpm.  Although  admittedly 
crude,  welding  is  an  efl'ective  method  of 
maintaining  crankshaft  alignment  under 
the  extreme  loads  encountered  in  a  Pro- 
Stock  engine.  Crankshaft  balance  is  not 
affected,  says  Mines,  as  long  as  an  equal 
amount  of  weld  bead  is  used  on  the  pins, 
which  are  on  opposite  sides  on  the  crank- 
shaft centerline.  Weld  on  the  main  bearing 
pin  doesn't  afl"ect  crankshaft  balance  be- 
cause it's  so  close  to  the  centerline  of  the 
rotating  mass,  as  opposed  to  being  out  on 
the  periphery.  In  actual  tests  using  a  per- 
fectly-balanced Monda  crankshaft.  Mines 
welded  a  certain  amount  of  bead  on  one 
crank  cheek  and  an  equal  amount  on  the 
opposite  cheek,  reinstalled  the  crankshaft 
in  the  balancer,  and  couldn't  detect  a 
difference  in  balance. 

Mines  polishes  the  center  crank  pin  and 
radiuses  the  90°  angle  where  the  pin  rises 
into  the  camchain  sprocket  and  the  center 
main  bearing  shoulders— the  standard  an- 
gle (which  isn't  a  problem  on  stock  ma- 
chines) concentrates  stress  that  could  lead 
to  crankshaft  breakage  under  racing 
conditions. 

Mines  also  polishes  the  leading  edge  of 
each  crank  throw  in  an  effort  to  reduce 
friction  as  the  crankshaft  plows  through 
the  oil  in  the  crankcases.  and  installs  a 
crank  wiper  to  remove  and  break  up  oil 
rotating  with  the  crankshaft.  The  wiper  is 
made  cf  aluminum  strap  1/8-in.  thick  and 
1.0  in.  wide,  and  is  heli-arced  into  the 
bottom  crankcase  half.  Mow  much  force 
(and  potential  power  loss)  is  involved  in  oil 
moving  with  the  crank  is  best  illustrated  by 
the  following  fact:  the  oil  hits  the  crank 
wiper  hard  enough  to.  in  one  instance, 
fracture  the  heli-arc  welding  at  one  end  of 
the  installation. 

Mines  builds  a  rear  sump  pickup  for  the 


oil  pump  out  of  aluminum  plate  and  pipe, 
and  cuts  out  sump  baffle  plates  so  that 
under  acceleration,  oil  will  instantly  run 
across  the  bottom  of  the  sump  pan  and 
back  to  the  pickup.  It  is  essential— es- 
pecially considering  the  radical  valve  train 
run  in  the  Pro  Stocker— that  the  top  end 
always  has  adequate  lubrication.  If  the 
stock  oil  pickup  location  were  retained  the 
oil  would  run  to  the  rear  of  the  pan.  away 
from  the  pickup,  during  runs. 

To  further  ensure  that  the  cams  receive 
enough  oil.  Mines  installs  a  flow  restrictor 
into  the  transmission  oil  feed  orifice  on  the 
output  side  of  the  oil  pump.  The  restrictor 
cuts  down  flow  to  the  transmission  and 
diverts  it  to  the  top  end.  Mines  found  that 
the  engine  didn't  have  adequate  oil  pres- 
sure to  the  top  end  at  low  rpm  before  the 
modifications,  and  says  that  after  the 
change  the  transmission  still  gets  plenty  of 
oil  to  go  a  quarter  mile. 

Fiber  clutch  plates  are  standard  1979 
GSIOOO  parts,  with  Barnett  copper-coated 
steel  plates.  Standard  steel  plates  are  dim- 
pled by  the  spanking  die  used  to  straighten 
them  after  they  are  stamped  out.  The 
dimpling  holds  oil  which  may  contribute 
to  slip.  Barnett  plates  are  ground  after 
stamping  and  so  are  smooth.  The  copper 
coating  transfers  heat  and  hot  spots  don't 
develop  at  any  one  point  on  the  plate. 

Transmission  parts  are  micro-plated,  a 
form  of  hard  chrome  calculated  to  reduce 
drag.  Gears  are  undercut  for  positive  en- 
gagement and  the  pressed-on  second  gear 
is  welded  in  place  to  prevent  movement. 
The  Vance  and  Mines  Suzuki  uses  the  first 
four  gears  in  a  run  down  the  strip,  while 
competitors  on  Kawasakis  use  five  gears. 
Suitable  close-ralio  aftermarket  gearsets 
aren't  yet  available  for  Suzukis. 

If  Mines  runs  a  stock  five-speed  with 
appropriate  countershaft  and  rear  wheel 
sprockets  to  run  through  the  lights  at  peak 
rpm  in  fifth  gear,  then  first  gear  is  ultra  low. 
which  makes  getting  off"  the  line  without 
smoking  the  rear  tire  more  difficult.  There 
is  a  road  racing  close-ratio  aftermarket 
transmission  available,  but  Mines  explains 
that  the  first  gear  is  too  tall  for  drag  racing 
applications. 

Once  he  leaves  the  line  in  first  gear. 


Vance  never  again  touches  the  clutch  Ic 
Instead,  he  keeps  the  throttle  wide  o[ 
and  pushes  a  small  handlebar-moun 
button  with  his  left  thumb.  The  but 
activates  a  Murdoch  air  shifter— air  pi 
sure  from  a  tank  made  of  plastic  pipi 
released  and  enters  a  slave  cylinder  loca 
under  the  countershaft  cover.  The  si 
cylinder  pushes  on  a  bracket  welded  ci 
the  shift  shaft,  rotating  the  shaft  lorw; 
Inside  the  cases,  as  the  shift  drum  rota 
the  star  wheel  on  one  end  of  the  dr 
depresses  another  switch  button  which 
stantaneously  kills  the  engine.  Only 
points  of  the  star  wheel  can  contact 
internal  kill  button,  so  as  the  star  rot; 
and  the  particular  point  within  rai 
passes  over  the  button,  the  button  retu 
to  its  normal  position  and  the  ignii 
circuit  is  again  complete. 

Final  drive  gearing  is  usually  17/ 
with  #50  Tsubaki  chain  and  several  m 
ter  links  used  to  facilitate  gearing  chani 
Mines  settled  on  #50  chain  because 
wants  the  lighest  chain  he  can  use  with 
risking  a  failure. 

The  frame  is  modified  Suzuki,  with  r 
increased  to  33°  for  maximum  straic 
line  stability.  The  frame  is  placed  in  a 
and  the  top  frame  tube  cut.  pulled  b; 
and  welded,  with  extra  triangulat 
added.  The  rectangular,  cross-brai 
swingarm  is  made  by  Kosman  from  4 
chrome  moly.  and  measures  1.5  in.  x  1 0 
in  cross  section.  The  addition  of  the  2- 
in.  long  (measured  from  pivot  to  a 
centerpoints)  swingarm  combines  with 
33°  rake  to  give  the  bike  a  wheelbase  ot 
in.,  the  maximum  allowed  by  IDBA  ru 
An  extra  load  arm  bolts  up  outside 
frame  pivot  on  the  countershaft  sprocj 
side  and  prevents  swingarm  misalignnij 
or  movement  caused  by  engine  tore 
during  acceleration.  (Vi'ithout  an  c\ 
load  arm.  the  bike  would  veer  to  one  s 
as  it  left  the  line.)  A  2.5-in.  long.  '  ;-in.  p 
load  bolt  mounts  on  top  of  the  swinga 
pivot  tube  and  backs  up  against  the  eng 
cases  so  that  the  engine  mounts  are  : 
excessively  loaded  during  a  run.  Withi 
the  bolt  in  place,  the  top  rear  mo 
mounts  break  and  chain  adjustment  c; 
not  be  accurately  set  or  maintained. 
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"Extras" 


mateTURTLE  EXTRA  car  wax 

extra  long  lasting. 


TURTLE  EXTRA  car  wax  is 

the  longest  lasting  car  wax 

Turtle  Wax  has  ever  made. 

Extra  ingredients  make 

a  difference. 

TURTLE  EXTRA 
car  wax  is  a 

c»mbir\ation  of 

imported  and 

domestic  waxes, 

jH^^       polymers  and 

silicones  that  give 

your  car's  finish 

extra  shine, 

extra  protection. 


SILICONE 
(EX,) 


SILICONE 
(EX 


We  put  in  special  waxes 

from  South  America  for  high  gloss. 
We  put  in  costly  waxes  from 
Europe  for  a  long  lasting  shine. 

We  put  in  "space  age" 

polymers  that  actually  lock-on 
to  a  car's  finish  for  extra  protection. 

We  put  in  not  one  but 
two  amino  functional 
silicones.  Silicones  that  are 
regarded  as  the  most  advanced 
shine  and  durability  agents 
in  the  automotive  industry. 


TURTLE  EXTRA  car 
wax  is  100%  Guaranteed. 

If,  in  your  opinion,  TURTLE 
EXTRA  car  wax  does  not  out- 
shine, outlast,  or  outperform 
any  car  wax,  liquid  or  paste, 
return  unused  portion  to 
Turtle  Wax  for  100%  refund. 

$2.00  Refund  Offer. 

Look  for  special  refund  offii 
on  TURTLE  EXTRA 
wax  packages.  In  liquid  or 
new  soft  paste.  •? 


C1979byTWt)e  Waxlnc. 


LEE  FITS  AMERICA 


What  makes  Lee  legs  look  so  much  longer?  It's  the  lean,  clean  fit  of  his  European  straight-leg  jeans  in 
ribless  corduroy.  And  the  curvy  cut  of  her  denim  Capri  jeans.  They're  both  sky-high  in  fashion 
now.The  Lee  Company,  640  Fifth  Avenue,  N.Y.  10019.  (212)  765-4215.  f  ^ 

A  company  of  rcorpora  ■  ion 


,n  eariy-model  Honda  CB750  battery 
is  rubber  mounted  to  the  forward 
ion  of  the  swingarm,  keeping  the 
ihi  of  the  batterv  low. 
he  18-in.  Kosman  front  wheel  has  a 
incsium  hub  and  WMl  Aicront  rim. 
1  10-gauge  spokes,  and  is  fitted  with  a 
idyear  DI390  3.25-I8  road  racing  slick, 
rear  wheel  is  also  from  Kosman  with  a 
^nesium  hub.  18-in.  WM6  DID  rim.  8- 
ge  spokes  and  a  Goodyear  D1381  3.50- 
oad  racing  slick.  Mines  solved  a  prob- 
with  the  sprocket  mount  bolts  pulling 
of  the  rear  hub  by  installing  heli-coil 
ad  inserts.  Hines  drilled  and  tapped 
;s  in  the  rim.  ground  points  onto  10  Va- 
illen-head  screws  and  installed  the 
ws  to  hold  the  bead  and  keep  the  tire 
n  spinning  on  the  rim.  Rear  tires  last 
12  runs. 

ance  and  Hines  experimented  with 
LT  rear  rims  and  tires  two  years  ago,  but 
)untcrcd  several  problems.  The  center 
ie  super-wide  tires  caved  in  as  the  bike 
iched  off  the  line.  The  sidewalls 
in't  heavy  enough  to  support  the  cen- 
Df  the  tread  surface.  Hines  considered 
:ing  a  stiffener  of  some  sort  inside  the 
to  improve  contact,  but  abandoned  the 
1.  Any  potential  difference  in  traction, 
easoncd.  wouldn't  be  worth  the  disad- 
tage  of  the  extra  weight  of  the  larger 
el  and  tire,  especially  because  the  tire 
s  must  be  accelerated  so  drastically 
ing  a  run. 

ow.  super  wide  wheels  and  tires  are 
earing  on  pro-stockers  again,  but 
cc  and  Hines  retain  their  present  com- 
ilion.  and  still  have  the  fastest  and 
:kest  machine. 

eriani  forks  are  fitted  with  spring  pre- 


Pro  Slock  Suzuki  GSIOOO 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price   $15,000 

Engine   dohc  Four 

Bore  X  stroke  76  x  64.8mm 

Displacement   1176cc 

Compression  ratio   13.5:1 

Carburetion   (4)  34mm  Amal 

Ignition   GDI 

Claimed  power  175  bhp  @  11,000 

Claimed  torque   98  ft.  lb.  @  8,000 

Lubrication  system  wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  3.6  qts. 

Fuel  capacity   4.0  gal. 

Recommended  fuel  racing  gas 

Starting  system  push 

Clutch   eight-plate,  wet 

Primary  drive  helical  gear 

Final  drive  #50  roller  chain,  1 7/46 

Gear  ratios,  overalhl 

4th   5.40 

3rd   6.63 

2nd  8.53 

1st  12.01 

Front  suspension   Ceriani 

telescopic  forks 

travel  2.0  in. 

Rear  suspension   rigid  strut 

Front  tire  3.25-18  Goodyear  slick 


Rear  tire   3.50-18  Goodyear  slick 

Front  brake  10-in.  disc 

Rear  brake  10-in.  disc 

Total  brake  swept  area  ...143.24  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb.  rider)  4.10 

Ib./sq.in. 

Wheelbase   68.0  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  33° 

Trail  4.94  in. 

Handlebar  width  25.5  in. 

Seat  height  26.5  in. 

Seat  width   12  in. 

Footpeg  height  8.5  in. 

Ground  clearance  1.0  in. 

Weight  (ready  to  race)  422  lb. 

PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed  @  60  mph  4562  rpm 

Power/weight  ratio  (ready  to  race, 
with  rider)  3.35  Ib./bhp 

Fuel  consumption  2  mpg 

Standing  start 

y4-mile       9.00  sec.  @  147.05  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   68.0  mph 

2nd  95.7  mph 

3rd   123.2  mph 

4th   151.2  mph 


tank  made  of  plastic  sewer  pipe  holds 
tsure  to  operate  air-shifter 


load  spacers  to  limit  travel  to  2.0  in.,  which 
makes  the  forks  very  stiff.  Hines  doesn't 
want  the  bike  to  dive  forward  as  it  comes 
off  the  line,  which  tends  to  be  a  problem 
with  softly-sprung,  long-travel  forks  on  a 
drag  bike.  The  stiffer  fork  springing  keeps 
the  bike  level  at  launch,  and  the  front 
wheel  lifts  as  the  bike  slams  the  wheelie 
bar  down. 

The  dual  piston  front  brake  caliper  is 
made  by  Grimeca,  as  is  the  master  cylin- 
der. The  rear  master  cylinder  is  stock 
Suzuki,  the  caliper  Grimeca.  Both  front 
and  rear  discs  are  drilled  cast  iron  from 
Kosman. 

The  seat  pan  is  fiberglass  and  the  side 
panels  of  the  stock  seat  have  been  replaced 
by  leather.  The  standard  vinyl  upholstery 
tears  from  the  force  of  acceleration  work- 
ing against  rider  weight,  and  the  leather 
replacement  doesn't.  The  top  of  the  seat 


f  is  stepped  to  help  Vance  hang  on,  has  leather  side  panels.  Kayaba  steering  damper  is 
\nted  on  tabs  welded  to  lower  triple  clamp  and  frame  downtube. 


remains  standard  vinyl. 

The  stock  headlight  shell  is  retained,  but 
the  wiring  and  headlight  assembly  are 
removed  and  replaced  by  a  plastic  cover 
painted  to  resemble  a  headlight  lens. 

Chassis  weight  distribution  and  wheelie 
bars  are  critical.  The  goal  is  to  get  weight 
transfer  to  the  rear  tire,  not  the  wheelie  bar. 
The  ideal  drag  bike,  Hines  says,  would  not 
have  or  need  a  wheelie  bar  because  any 
force  applied  to  the  back  of  the  bars  must 
be  subtracted  from  rear  wheel  traction,  but 
with  wheelbase  limited  by  IDBA  rules,  the 
wheelie  bar  is  necessary  to  keep  the  bike 
generally  on  the  ground  and  to  make  it 
rideable. 

The  bars  now  mounted  on  the  R.C. 
Suzuki  are  42  in.  long,  a  length  reached 
after  experiments  with  shorter  bars.  Hines 
says  that  he  wants  as  much  weight  as  far 
forward  and  wheelie  bars  as  long  as  possi- 
ble. He  isn't  .satisfied  with  the  bars  he  has 
now,  and  plans  to  keep  trying  different 
combinations.  Limiting  factors  on  wheelie 
bar  length  include  flex  and  design.  A  cer- 
tain amount  of  flex  is  needed  for  loading, 
but  not  to  the  point  where  the  bars  bend  or 
fold  up. 

In  conjunction  with  the  wheelie  bars, 
struts  10%  in.  long  and  made  of  %-in.  4130 
tubing  replace  the  rear  shocks. 

Under  Pro  Stock  weight-break  rules,  the 
minimum  ready-to-race  weight  of  the  R.C. 
Suzuki  is  587  lb.  Vance  weighs  165  lb.,  the 
bike— with  1  gal.  of  gasoline-395  lb.  To 
make  the  weight  minimum,  Hines  bolts  27 
lb.  of  lead  weights  to  the  frame  just  ahead 
of  the  crankcases. 

Hines  is  constantly  experimenting,  try- 

contintied  on  page  97 
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C&JH0NDAXR500 

by  Ron  Griewe 

A  Raceable  Honda  Four-Stroke 


HDnda's  500cc  (bur-stroke  has  been 
wished  for  by  many  oflT-road  and 
trail  riders  for  several  years.  Every- 
one knew  Honda  had  the  technical  knowl- 
edge and  foresight  to  build  a  dynamite  500 
class  four-stroke  the  right  way.  Undoubt- 
edly the  engineers  at  Honda  had  closely 
studied  the  Baja-winning  Bill  Bell  C&J 
Hondas,  and  understood  what  we  crazed 
Americans  wanted.  How  could  they  con- 
tinue to  ignore  us  year  after  year?  Finally 
the  grapevine  told  us  the  500  Honda  Single 
would  become  a  reality  for  the  "79  model 
year. 

We  tested  the  new  500  in  March  and  to 
no  one's  surprise  it  proved  the  best  mass- 
produced  500  four-stroke,  ofl-road  ma- 
chine to  date,  but  .  .  .  some  of  us  expected 
more.  That  is.  a  machine  that  was  more 
race  oriented  and  less  play  oriented.  We 
purists  didn't  like  the  23-in.  front  wheel 
that  dictated  how  the  rider  would  take  a 
corner.  We  felt  the  rider  should  tell  the 
bike.  The  same  hard  core  group  also  voiced 
displeasure  with  the  lack  of  wheel  travel 
and  the  quality  of  suspension.  It  worked 
well  at  moderate  speeds  but  when  pushed 
hard  for  an  hour  through  w  hoops,  the  rear 
shocks  went  away  and  never  were  the  same 
again.  Kireroading  wasn't  much  fun  on  the 
XR  either:  the  .soft  suspension  let  the  bike 
wallow  in  high  speed  situations  and  pre- 
loading the  springs  caused  the  fork  to  top 
badly.  The  seat/tank  junction  was  another 
.sore  spot.  A  forward  riding  posititm.  neces- 
sary for  many  situations,  would  pinch  the 
rider's  leg.  The  shape  of  the  tank's  rear  and 
seat  front  are  wrong  and  tend  to  open  up 
and  bite  the  rider  when  aggressive  riding  is 
attempted.  The  brakes  are  again  line  for 
trail  use.  but  not  up  io  racing  standards. 
The  new  500cc  engine  was  one  thing  none 
of  us  could  fault.  It  started  easily,  ran 
smoothly,  didn't  vibrate,  pulled  strongly 
from  idle,  produced  good  horsepower  and 
was  almost  perfect.  The  new  XR50()  was  a 
gentleman,  a  good  play  bike  but.  regard- 
less of  Honda's  ads.  not  a  race  bike. 

Being  somewhat  eccentric,  but  knowing 
what  I  want  for  an  ofl'-road  machine.  1 
decided  to  build  one  to  fit  my  needs  and 
desires. 

Much  of  my  riding  is  done  in  the  Mo- 
jave  Desert  and  Baja.  but  I  occasionally 
head  for  the  mountains  and  dodge  trees. 
High  speed  desert  demands  long  travel 
suspension,  the  mountains  not  so  much. 
Around  i  1  in.  at  both  w  heels  suits  mv 


needs.  As  the  project  took  shape  1  decided 
to  use  onlv  the  engine  and  combine  it  w  ith 
parts  I  felt  were  superior.  C  ost,  for  once. 
\M)uki  be  a  sect)ndary  consideration, 
something  I  had  always  wanted  to  dt). 

The  most  important  part  of  a  race  bike 
after  engine  selection  is  the  frame.  I  called 
C&.I  Racing,  the  people  who  made  the 
frames  for  most  of  the  four-stroke  Hondas 
that  have  won  in  Baja.  Yes.  they  already 
had  a  frame  for  the  new  XR  engines,  made 
from  chrome-moly  steel,  w  ith  a  choice  of 
head  angle  and  brackets  to  mount  stock 
items  like  the  seat.  tank,  etc.:  or  set  up  for  a 
Honda  CR  lank  and  .seat,  or  just  about  any 
way  the  purchaser  wanted  it.  They  claimed 
a  12  lb.  weight  reduction  and  increased 
strength.  I  ordered  one  w  ith  29°  of  rake,  a 
21-in.  front  wheel,  a  kick  stand  pivot, 
brackets  to  mount  a  Honda  CR  tank,  seat 
and  rear  fender.  1 1  in.  of  rear  w  heel  travel, 
tapered  steering  head  bearings.  Honda  red 
paint  job  and  a  tab  on  the  .swing  arm  ( more 
about  this  later).  I>eliverv  time  would  be 
about  three  weeks,  time  to  assemble  the 
numerous  other  parts  needed  for  such  a 
project. 

I  ri>m  past  experience  I  knew  w  hat  a 
hassle  dialing  in  forks  could  be  on  a 
custom  bike.  .Seemed  logical  to  use  forks 
thai  olVered  adjustable  damping  and  air 
caps.  Racing  received  my  next  call. 
rhe\  carr\  KYB  I'rol.ine  forks.  Beautiful 
billet  aluminum  lower  legs,  billet  alumi- 
num triple  clamps,  adjustable  rebound 
damping,  air  caps,  and  over  1 1  in.  of  travel 
are  features  of  the  Prol  ine  forks. 

Because  the  machine  was  going  to  be 
used  at  high  speeds  much  of  the  time.  I 
chose  Yamaha  YZ  wheels  and  brakes. 
Some  people  claim  the  YZ  brakes  are 
touch\  but  I  ha\c  alwa\s  liked  them  and 
they  slop  well.  A  stock  YZ  backing  plate 
was  used  in  front,  a  stock  IT  brake  backing 
plate  for  the  rear  I'sing  the  I  f  backing 
plate  at  the  rear  eliminated  the  need  for  a 
static  arm.  something  I  always  seem  to 
snag  on  rocks  and  trees.  Also  wheel  re- 
mmal  is  simple  and  fast.  The  quick  discon- 
nect rr  rear  brake  linkage  w  as  also  used  on 
the  stock  XR  brake  cable.  Stock  spokes 
don't  make  it  on  a  Baja  bike  so  the  wheels 
were  sent  to  DG  for  eight-gauge,  gold 
anodized  spokes  and  gold  D.I.D.  rims. 

Shock  choice  was  easy.  I  had  just 
finished  a  long  range  test  on  a  Maico  450 
Magnum.  Works  Performance  shocks  were 
used  on  the  Maico  for  the  w  hole  vear  Thev 


had  thousands  of  hard  miles  on  the 
without  a  failure  or  oil  change,  and  acti 
was  still  perfect.  Gil  Valencourt.  owner 
Works  Performance,  received  mv  thi 
telephone  call. 

Availability  of  an  engine  and  other  nt 
essary  parts  was  uncertain,  so  I  decided 
order  a  complete  XR5(X)  use  the  thin 
like  engine,  engine  mounting  bolls,  sk 
plate.  C'Dl.  head  pipes,  brake  pedal,  sh 
lever,  wiring  looms,  breather  hoses,  a 
foot  pegs,  then  sell  the  rest.  Might 
cheaper  than  buying  all  of  the  need 
pieces  separately.  Will  be  easier  anvwa\ 
assured  myself. 

A  couple  of  anxious  weeks  passed.  C 
had  laced  the  w  heels  and  I  collected  tht 
and  the  forks.  While  1  was  there  I  got  a  p 
of  their  chrome-molv  Suzuki-bend  ha 
dlebars.  A  3.25-21  Metzeler  tire  a 
Barum  natural  rubber  tube  went  onto  i 
beautiful  gold  front  wheel.  A  4.50- 
Cioodyear  tire  and  Barum  lube  were  ; 
lecied  for  the  rear  A  week  later  the  frar 
and  shocks  were  delivered.  I  dug  mto  i 
mountain  of  parts  and  assembled  all  ih 
was  possible.  Now.  if  I  had  the  engine  . 
I'inally.  the  bike  arrived.  The  engine  w 
removed  and  transplanted  into  the  C'&. 

I  burned  the  midnight  oil  for  a  we 
before  the  bike  was  finished.  Custom  n- 
chines  go  together  slt>w  ly.  I  used  tiie  sio 
head  pipes  and  built  the  rest  of  the  cxhai 
myself.  By  carefully  routing  the  tail  pipe 
wasn't  necessar\  to  flatten  any  part  of  it  I 
tire  clearance.  A  modified  Super  Trapp  w 
used  for  a  silencer  I  removed  the  bolt  th 
holds  the  tuning  discs  together,  weld 
chain  side  plates  around  the  silencer  bo 
and  installed  springs  to  hold  evers  thing 
place.  This  is  a  trick  copied  from  C  an-A 
rhe\  use  Trapps  and  modify  them  wi 
springs.  The  springs  let  the  discs  mo 
enough  to  keep  carbon  from  building  i 
yet  hold  the  pieces  together  better  than  i 
slock  bolt.  A  side  benefit  is  ease  ot  tunii 
as  discs  can  be  added  or  removed  in  a  f 
seconds. 

The  carburetor  was  replaced  wilt 
37mm  Keihin  (like  the  one  Honda  uses 
their  optional  Power  Kit),  and  a  K<! 
filter  was  clamped  to  the  Keihin.  K<!i 
filters  are  perfect  for  Baja  type  ridii 
They  clean  superbly  and  don't  requ 
cleaning  more  than  a  couple  of  time; 
year.  Magura  dog-leg  hand  levers  a 
straight  pull  throttle  went  on  the  I)G  bi; 
International  Motor  Sports  control  cab 
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were  installed  and  Yamaha  cable  guides 
routed  the  front  brake  cable  around  a 
Cibie  quartz  halogen  light.  The  stock  skid 
plate  bolted  right  on  but  the  rear  brake  and 
shift  lever  needed  modification.  Both 
needed  to  be  shortened  in.  The  C&J 
frame  places  the  footpegs  farther  rear- 
ward, so  the  brake  lever  and  shift  lever 
needed  an  equal  amount  removed  from 
them  to  bring  the  footpeg/lever  relation- 
ship back.  The  K  YB  forks  bolted  on  to  the 
frame  and  a  TT500  front  axle  mated  the 
forks  and  front  wheel.  A  YZ  axle  spacer 
had  to  be  shortened  to  space  everything 
right,  otherwise  it  was  a  bolt  together  deal. 

The  back  wheel  proved  more  difficult.  A 
Yamaha  YZ  axle  was  the  right  size,  an  IT 
brake  backing  plate  slipped  right  into  the 
lug  on  the  swing  arm.  but  shimming  had  to 


be  fabricated  from  stock  IT  parts.  I  de- 
cided to  use  a  stock  XR  brake  cable:  it  also 
needed  modification.  The  front  ball  had  to 
be  ground  down  so  the  cable  end  could 
pass  through  the  frame,  then  a  loose  end 
adapted  to  fit.  A  bracket  had  to  be  made  to 
hold  the  rear  of  the  cable  on  the  backing 
plate.  Quick  change  pieces  from  an  IT 
brake  rod  slipped  onto  the  stock  XR  cable, 
and  an  IT  brake  arm  completed  the  quick 
change  rear  brake  set-up.  Because  the  bike 
would  be  used  for  long  rides,  a  steel  rear 
sprocket  was  chosen:  a  44-tooth  IT  part. 
This  was  later  changed  to  a  40-tooth  for 
more  top  speed.  A  Maico  Magnum  chain 
gride  bolted  to  the  swing  arm  tab  and  an 
International  Motor  Sports  chain  ten- 
sioner  roller  with  sealed  bearings  bolted  to 
the  stationary  frame  bracket  just  aft  of  the 


countershaft  sprocket.  A  Husky  Product* 
O-ring  chain  and  stock  Honda  CR  swing 
arm  pads  were  used. 

Eighteen  inch  Works  Performance 
Shocks,  with  triple  springs  and  big  reser- 
voirs were  bolted  on  and  gave  1 1.3  in.  oi 
rear  wheel  travel. 

Finally,  all  of  the  loose  parts  were  gont 
and  a  beautiful  dirt  machine  stood  in  fron 
of  me.  How  could  I  take  something  sc 
beautiful  into  the  dirt?  The  thought  that  ii 
might  not  work  also  crossed  my  mind.  A 
couple  of  anxious  hours  were  spent  taking 
pictures  and  it  was  time  for  a  riding  test 
Hurriedly  I  put  my  riding  gear  on  and  gave 
the  big  500  a  sharp  kick,  it  fired  and  died 
Another  kick  brought  it  to  life  and  1 
blipped  the  throttle  while  it  warmed  up. 

Low  gear  was  engaged  with  a  clunk  and 
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Action  photos  by  Ron  Huj 


i  ProLine  forks  have  lower  legs  ma- 
led  from  billet  aluminum.  Rebound 
iping  is  adjustable  and  air  caps  are 
•■k.  Front  rim  is  a  gold  anodized  D  I  D 
kes  are  gold  colored  eigtit-gauge  DG 
s.  Hub  and  brake  are  from  a  YZ.  Front 
is  a  3.25  H/letzeler 


dc  \'rom  my  garage.  I'm  luckv  enough 
ve  in  an  area  w  here  I  can  ride  dirt  bikes 
lout  transporting  them  first.  The  tirst 
ler  convinced  me  the  project  had  suc- 
led.  The  steep  steering  rake  supphed 
.k  steering  and  gave  an  agile  fee!  to  the 
lb.  (with  half  a  tank  of  fuel)  bike. 
21-in.  front  wheel  let  the  rider  choose 
line  through  a  corner  and  the  front 
n't  skate  or  slide  in  ofl-camber 
utions. 

landling  on  .smooth  TT-type  corners 
alnn)st  as  good  as  a  full  lledged  TT 
:hine.  Bumpy  straights  and  whooped 
s  could  be  taken  as  fast  as  the  rider 
ited.  like  a  good  two-stroke  MX  bike, 
er  position  and  control  layout  were 
ect.  And  the  engine  .  .  .  smooth  con- 
lable  power,  every  place, 
he  bike  has  about  1300  miles  on  it  as 
is  written.  900  of  them  in  Baja.  200  on 
jntain  trails.  100  in  the  area  around  my 
le  and  a  100  mile  loop  through  the 
jave  Desert.  Everyone  who  rides  it 
ces  the  same  comment:  "Doesn't  feel  as 
vv  as  vou  sav.  sure  is  neat,  goes  through 
bumps  like  a  two-stroke,  the  engine 
;  is  smooth,  how  much  did  it  cost?" 
"ost  was  the  only  undesirable  part  of 
package.  But  1  knew  from  the  start  it 
going  to  be  an  expensive  dirt  bike, 
lere's  a  price  breakdown: 

500  Honda  $1895 

J  frame  with  side  plates 

nd  airbox   640 

B  Prol.ine  forks  with 

riple  clamps   465 

rks  Performance  SuperCros.ser 

hocks  279 

Ida  CR250R  tank   126 

tida  CR250R  front  and 

;ar  fenders   35 

nda  CR250R  seat  50 > 


Works  Performance  Supercrosser  shocks  control  the  rear  wheel's  1 1.3  in.  travel. 


Silencer  is  a  modified  Super  Trapp.  Pipe  didn 't  need  to  be  flattened  to  clear  rear  tire. 
Frame  has  machined  aluminum  plugs  in  seat  rail  ends. 


Triple  clamps  are  KYB  ProLine  They  are  machined  from  billet  aluminum,  giving  maximum 
strength  with  minimum  weight.  Yamaha  cable  guides  aim  International  Motor  Sports  cables. 
Bars  are  DG  Suzuki  bend.  Levers  are  Magura.  Cibie  headlight  is  light  weight  and  gives  good 
illumination  for  high  speed  night  riding. 
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C  &  J  HONDA  XR500 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price   $3902  see  (text) 

Fork  travel   

11.0  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter 

38mm 

Rear  wheel 

travel  

11.3  in.- 

Tire,  front... 3.25-21  Metzeler 

Tire,  rear  

4.50-18 

Goodyear 

Fuel  capacity 

 2.2  gal. 

Fuel  tank 

material   

aluminum 

Swing  arm 

material  chrome-moly 

steel 

Starter   primary  kick 

Air  filtration 

K&N  cloth 

Frame  material 

chrome- 

moly  steel 

Wheelbase  

56.9  in. 

Seat  height 

37.2  in. 

Seat  width   

6.4  in. 

Seat  length 

22.0  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center 

12.5  in. 

Handlebar  width 

...  34.5  in. 

Footpeg  height 

15.5  in. 

Fbotpeg  to 

seat  top   

 21.7  in. 

Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  5.7  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.0  in. 

Swing  arm  length  .19.5  in. 
Swing  arm  pivot 


to  drive  sprocket 

center  3.2  in. 

Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size  1.4  in. 

Ground  clearance  12.5  in. 
Fork  rake  angle   29° 


Trail  r 

Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel  27 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  46/J 


60" 


0"  12"  24"  36"  48"  60"  72"  84"  96" 


XR  engine  was  left  stock  except  for  carbure- 
tor and  pipe.  Stock  skid  plate  bolts  on  ttie 
C&J  frame.  Side  number  plates  are  made 
from  aluminum. 
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DG  Suzuki  bars   24 

Cibie  light   35 

37mm  Keihin  carburetor  60 

Magura  levers  and  throttle  70 

Super  Trapp  silencer  35 

Husky  O-ring  chain   52 

DG  eight-gauge  spokes  and  gold 

D.I.D.  rims  (spokes  $23  set. 

rims  $39.50  ea.)  125 

Yamaha  YZ  front  hub  40 

Yamaha  YZ  rear  hub  56 

YZ  front  backing  plate.  IT  rear  backing 

plate.  TT  front  axle.  YZ  rear  axle. 

bearings,  spacers,  seals,  brake  shoes, 

cables,  air  cleaner,  etc  250 

Wheel  lacing  40 

Tires  and  tubes  125 


Sub  total  4i 

Less  sale  of  XR  chassis   

Total  3« 

Is  it  worth  what  it  cost?  Yes.  It  wo 
better  than  anticipated  and  makes  B 
riding  pure  fun.  The  2.2  gal.  tank  give 
range  in  excess  of  75  mi.;  enough  wh 
riding  with  people  on  open  two-stro 
that  have  less  range  with  their  4  gal.  tan 
The  C&J  weighs  about  10  lb.  more  than 
IT400  when  both  are  full  of  gas.  so  it  isn 
lightweight,  but  it  is  16  lb.  lighter  thai 
stock  XR500.  And  it  has  more  of  eve 
thing— more  fork  travel,  more  sht)ck  tra^ 
stronger  frame,  more  wheelbase.  big 
spokes,  thicker  inner  tubes— but  best  of 
handling  that  is  hard  to  fault. 

Cl;  iterial 


yy  Steve  Kimball 


They  Promise  a  Lot,  But 
;    Synthetics  Aren't 
for  Every  Bike 


WW  anna  get  more  horsepower,  in- 
'crease  engine  life,  get  better  gas 
mileage,  lower  engine  tempera- 
re.  use  less  oil.  and  get  easier  starting? 
hat  an  elixer  that  would  take.  Yet  manu- 
Lturers  of  synthetic  oils  for  four-strokes 
lim  their  products  offer  these  and  other 
•nefits. 

Now.  why  don't  motorcycle  manufac- 
rers  recommend  using  synthetics  of  any 
id  in  their  motorcycles? 
A  number  of  readers  have  sent  letters  to 
:  CW  Service  department  asking  about 


synthetic  lubricants  in  four-strokes.  "If  oil 
pressure  drops  considerably  with  thinning 
out  of  oil.  how  can  that  little  pump  handle 
a  5-w  synthetic?  Don't  gears  rely  on  heavy 
viscosity  oils  for  proper  cushioning?  What 
about  clutch  slippage  caused  by  this  super 
lube?  Are  there  high  viscosity  synthetic  oils 
readily  available  which  also  have  rust  in- 
hibitors? Which  are  the  good  brands  and 
which  are  the  bad  brands?" 

Asking  questions  about  synthetic  oil  is 
like  asking  questions  about  motorcycles: 
other  than  having  two  w  heels  and  a  motor. 


all  motorcycles  are  different  and  other 
than  providing  some  kind  of  lubrication, 
all  synthetic  oils  are  different. 

The  only  similarity  of  the  various  syn- 
thetic oils  is  that  the  base  stock  forming  the 
oils  is  made  by  chemically  combining  ele- 
ments refined  from  good  old  crude  oil. 
That's  right,  synthetic  oils  come  from  the 
same  mineral  oil  base  that  conventional 
oils  come  from. 

What  makes  synthetics  different  from 
normal  mineral  oils  is  the  refining  process 
that  produces  the  oil.  Normal  oils  are 


itralion  by  Terry/  Larson 
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distilled  from  crude  oil.  To  produce  a 
synthetic,  the  refining  process  continues 
much  further  until  very  basic  components 
of  the  crude  oil  are  separated.  Then  the 
basic  substances  are  combined  into  new 
molecular  structures  to  form  the  base 
stocks  of  the  synthetic  oils.  So  while  both 
mineral  oils  and  synthetics  are  derived 
from  petroleum,  a  lot  of  extra  work  goes 
into  making  synthetics.  And  more  cost. 

Once  an  oil  is  called  synthetic,  it  could 
be  an  ester  or  a  synthesized  hydrocarbon. 
The  esters  could  be  either  a  diester  or  a 
polyol  ester  and  the  .synthesized  hydrocar- 
bons can  be  either  poly-alpha-olefins 
(PAOs)  or  alkylated  benzenes.  These  four 
base  shocks  are  the  most  common  bases  for 
synthetic  oils,  although  other  synthetic 
bases  are  used  for  lubricating  industrial 
equipment  for  a  variety  of  rea.sons.  And 
these  classifications  can  be  broken  down 
into  more  specific  compounds  such  as  di- 
tridecyl  adipate,  ditridecyl  aze|ate  and  di- 
ethylhexyl  .sebacate,  which  are  all  types  of 
diesters. 

All  this  multisyllabic  mumbojumbo  re- 
ally does  mean  something  because  the 
different  types  of  synthetic  oil  have  differ- 
ent properties.  (See  Table  1.)  For  instance, 
an  alkylbenzene  generally  has  excellent 
compatibility  with  conventional  mineral 
oil  but  isn't  any  better  at  high  temperature 
oxidation  resistance,  while  a  polyol  ester 
has  excellent  high  temperature  oxidation 
resistance  and  only  fair  compatibility  with 
mineral  oil. 

All  of  the  svnthetics  share  a  common 
benefit:  They  have  excellent  low  tempera- 
ture properties.  For  extreme  cold  weather 
j  use,  such  as  in  the  arctic,  mineral  oils  must 
j  be  made  with  very  low  viscosity,  that  is.  the 
ability  to  pour  at  cold  temperatures.  Usu- 
ally this  compromises  the  lubricating 
properties  of  the  oil  at  high  temperature 
ranges.  Because  of  the  precise  molecular 
configuration  of  the  synthetics,  they  are 


more  temperature  stable,  being  able  to 
flow  at  colder  temperatures  and  retain 
usefulness  at  high  temperatures,  than  min- 
eral oils.  For  this  reason  the  development 
and  marketing  of  synthetics  has  been 
geared  toward  low  temperature  use. 

For  some  reason,  most  motorcyclists 
aren't  concerned  about  starting  their  mo- 
torcycle when  the  temperature  is  50°  be- 
low. Generally  we're  more  concerned  with 
high  temperature  lubrication. 

"The  motorcyclist  has  a  tendency  to  be- 
lieve that  his  demands  on  the  motor  oil 
exceed  passenger  car  demands  from  a  tem- 
perature standpoint."  according  to  TT. 
Ordiway  of  the  Witco  Chemical  Corp. 
"That's  because  any  of  us  who  have  spent 
any  time  on  motorcycles  have  managed  to 
burn  ourselves  at  least  once  or  twice.  The 
facts  are  that  the  motorcycle  engine  oil 
sump  temperatures  do  not  run  as  hot  as  the 
pas.senger  car  sump  temperatures  do  in 
today's  modern  automobile." 

Hard  to  believe,  isn't  it?  Look  at  it  this 
way.  An  engine  runs  more  efficiently  at 
higher  temperatures,  but  if  the  tempera- 
ture is  too  high  the  engine  will  be  dam- 
aged. With  a  liquid  cooled  engine  it's  easy 
to  keep  engine  temperature  near  the  desir- 
able maximum  without  fear  of  over- 
heating. 

With  an  air  cooled  motor  on  a  motorcy- 
cle there's  no  thermostat  to  regulate  oper- 
ating temperatures.  The  engine  has  to  be 
designed  to  provide  enough  cooling  for  the 
harshest  operating  conditions.  That  means 
in  normal  operation,  the  temperatures  are 
lower  than  the  normal  temperatures  of  a 
liquid-cooled  automobile  engine.  Another 
reason  is  the  difference  in  power  to  weight 
ratio.  A  530  lb.  motorcycle  with  a  160  lb. 
rider  and  75  bhp  has  a  power  to  weight 
ratio  of  9.2  Ib./bhp.  A  4000  lb.  car  with  a 
170  bhp  motor  has  a  23.5  Ib./bhp  power  to 
weight  ratio.  Both  are  designed  to  rnain- 
tain  safe  operating  temperatures  under  full 


throttle  use.  going  up  hills  or  accelerating 
But  the  motorcycle  doesn't  need  to  use  a 
much  of  its  potential  power  as  the  car  doe 
and  doesn't  use  as  much  of  its  coolins 
capacity  as  a  car  under  equal  conditions 
Going  up  the  same  hill  a  modern  car  wil 
be  flat  out  while  a  normal  bike  will  b( 
operating  at  half  throttle,  only  using  hal 
its  cooling  capacity. 

Still  don't  believe  it?  Checking  back  u 
the  Cycle  World  oW  cooler  comparison  tes 
in  the  December.  1978  issue,  a  variety  o 
motorcycles  operated  with  normal  sum| 
temperatures  of  200°.  Under  racing  n)ndi 
tions  a  GS550  Suzuki  hit  272°  and  ; 
Yamaha  TT500  thrashed  in  a  sand  wash  hi 
275°,  but  for  normal  street  operation  mos 
of  the  bikes  ran  very  close  to  200°.  Evei 
when  a  Kawa.saki  KZ 1000  was  loaded  witl 
fairing,  saddlebags,  rear  trunk,  two  ful 
grown  men  and  50  lb.  of  cargo  and  run  uj 
a  12-mi.  long  grade  in  the  Mojave  desei 
the  oil  temperature  only  climbed  to  234 

As  a  comparison,  all  premium  gradi 
motor  oils  must  pass  a  test  simulating  a  bis 
American  car  driving  up  a  hill.  A  425  cu 
in.  Oldsmobile  engine  is  run  on  a  dyna 
mometer  at  3000  rpm  under  load.  Th< 
engine  is  carefully  blueprinted  before  thi 
test.  Every  eight  hours  during  the  test  ; 
sample  is  taken  from  the  oil  and  the  engim 
is  torn  down  and  analyzed  for  wear  afte 
64  hours.  Oil  temperature  in  the  engine  i 
held  down  to  300°  for  the  test  with  an  oi 
cooler.  Under  similar  operational  condi 
tions  a  motorcycle  engine's  oil  wouldn' 
get  that  hot. 

The  Oldsmobile  sequence  IIIC  test,  a 
it's  oflficially  called,  is  perhaps  the  bes 
indication  of  how  oils  work  in  high  tem 
perature  conditions.  It's  one  of  many  test 
an  oil  must  pass  in  order  to  earn  the  SI 
rating  from  the  American  Petroleum  In 
stitute.  That  SE  rating  is  really  the  onl 
way  for  a  consumer  to  know  if  he's  buyin 
good  or  not-so-good  oil.  The  S  stands  fo 


TABLE  1 
Oil  Characteristics 


Synthesized 
Hydrocarbons 


Properties 

Conventional 

Poly-Alpha-Olefin 

Alkylbenzene  | 

Diester 

Polyol  E^ter 

Mineral  Oils 

Viscosity-temperature  properties 

Fair 

Good 

niir 

Very  Good 

Good 

Low-temperature  fluidity,  low  pour  point 

Poor 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

High-temperature  oxidation  resistance 

with  inhibitors  present 

Fair 

Very  Good 

Fair 

Very  Good 

Excellent 

Compatibility  with  mineral  oils 

Excellent 

Excellent 

GQod 

Fair 

Low  volatility 

Fair 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Stability  in  presence  of  water 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Fair 

Fair 

Antlrust  properties  in  presence  of 

inhibitor 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Fair 

Fair 

Engine  oil  additive  solubility 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

Fair 

Seal  swelling  tendency 

Light 

Nil 

Light 

Moderate 

High 

Tn^r.Yr.i  f  wnni  n 
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park-ignition  engines  and  the  E  indicates 
hat  level  of  tests  the  oil  has  passed.  An 
A  rated  oil  has  passed  no  tests,  an  SB 
itcd  oil  has  passed  a  couple  of  tests,  on  up 
>  the  SE  rated  oils  which  have  passed  a 
hole  series  of  tests.  There  are  other  tests 
.)r  diesel  engines  and  many  oils  will  be 
ibelt'd  SE-CC.  indicating  they've  passed 
ie  SE  classification  for  spark  ignition 
ngines  and  the  CC  classilication  forcom- 
rcssion  ignition  (diesel)  engines. 

Because  motor  oils  are  designed  to  pass 
ic  series  of  tests,  tests  ranging  from  rust 
i>ntrol  to  sludge  buildup,  it  might  seem 
lat  as  long  as  an  oil  has  the  SE  rating  it 
lould  work  tine  in  any  engine.  Almost, 
ut  not  quite.  All  motorcycle  makers  spec- 
\  an  SE  rated  oil  for  use  in  their  products, 
ui  the  tests  don't  include  evaluations  of 
sc  in  wet  clutches  or  gear  boxes  because 
ie  tests  are  designed  by  automobile 
lakers,  not  motorcvcle  makers. 

Right  now  there  is  a  distinct  lack  of 
iformation  about  synthetic  oil  use  in  mo- 
)rcycles.  All  motorcycle  manufacturers 
:commcnci  against  using  synthetics,  even 
vnthetics  meeting  the  SE  requirements, 
ot  because  they  know  the  synthetics  won't 
ork.  but  because  they  don't  know  if  the 
V  nthctics  do  work.  Even  .some  of  the  .syn- 
ictic  oil  manufacturers  contacted  recom- 
icndcd  against  using  their  products  in 
lotorcycles  because  there  had  been  a  lack 
f  testing  with  motorcycles. 

Take  Mobil  1  for  instance.  Mobil  wrote. 
Mobil  I  was  developed  to  replace  conven- 
onal  mineral  oils  and  we  would  expect  it 
)  perform  most  satisfactorily  in  lour-cycle 
lotorcycle  engines.  However,  since  motor- 
ycles  represent  a  relatively  small  segment 
f  the  market  for  oil.  we  have  not  tested 
idely  in  these  engines  and  cannot  make 
nv  recommendation  for  this  application. 
Ln  exception  to  the  above  is  the  BMW 
lotorcycle.  This  manufacturer  does  not 
se  valve  stem  guide  seals  in  its  engines, 
"he  basic  design  of  the  engine  and  ab- 
;nce  of  such  seals  make  it  possible  for  a 
ght  vi.scosity  oil  ''>  pass  through  the  valve 
teni  guide  clearance  space  and  enter  the 
ombustion  chamber  where  it  would  be 
onsumed  .  .  .  We  do  not  recommend 
lobil  1  for  use  in  BMW  motorcycles." 

Then  there  are  mineral  oils  with  friction 
lodifiers  such  as  Arco  Graphite  or  Ken- 
all  Synthetic  Fortified.  Arco  wrote.  "We 
re  not  recommending  Arco  Graphite  in  a 
5ur-cycle  motorcycle  engine  since  a  great 
umber  of  them  have  the  engine,  crank- 
ase  and  transmission  clutch  assembly 
ith  a  common  oil  sump.  The  clutch  fac- 
ig  material  used  varies  considerably  from 
ne  motorcycle  manufacturer  to  another 


as  well  as  with  various  models  made  by  the 
same  manufacturer.  Therefore,  it  has  been 
impractical  to  test  all  of  these  combina- 
tions with  Arco  Graphite  .  .  .  Those  mo- 
torcycles not  lubricated  in  such  a  fashion, 
that  is.  without  the  common  sump,  of 
course  would  be  a  difl'erent  matter,  and  we 
would  recommend  the  use  of  Arco  Graph- 
ite for  this  application." 

Certainly  some  synthetic  oil  manufac- 
turers do  recommend  their  products  for 
u.se  in  motorcvcles.  Ultrachem.  makers  of 
Chemlube  synthetic  and  Chemlube  Rac- 
ing, wrote  "These  products  are  suitable  for 
use  with  multi-plate  wet  clutches  and 
transmissions  as  well  as  engines.  They  pre- 
sent no  seal  compatibility  problems.  Syn- 
thetics of  the  type  we  use  are  very  well 
suited  to  high  temperature  sporadic  use  in 
.severe  service." 

One  person  who  has  experience  using 
.synthetics  is  Kaz  Yoshima  of  Ontario  Moto 
Tech  Corp.  His  5(X)cc  CB400  Four  Hondas, 
running  in  club  road  races,  were  showing 
signs  of  inadequate  lubrication  and  break- 
ing before  he  changed  to  Ams/Oil.  a  syn- 
thetic. He  hasn't  had  any  more  trouble 
with  the  highly  stre.ssed  engines.  Since 
switching  to  the  synthetic.  Yoshima  has 
been  running  the  engines  at  higher  speeds 
and  has  noted  lower  sump  temperatures, 
all  without  incident. 

Running  with  sump  temperatures  as 
high  as  280°.  Yoshima  says  oil  pressure 
remains  higher  with  the  synthetic  than  it 
did  with  40w  Castrol  R  bean  oil.  His  race 
bikes  run  at  speeds  up  to  13.500  rpm. 
which  makes  rod  bearing  lubrication  very 
sensitive.  Yoshima  says  the  bearings  show 
signs  of  glazing  and  gauling  w  ith  the  bean 
oil  and  failed  with  normal  mineral  oil 
before  he  sw  itched  to  the  synthetic. 

According  to  literature  published  on 
synthetics,  they  do  stand  up  well  to  such 
severe  use.  which  is  why  the  synthetics 
generally  are  advertised  as  providing  ex- 
tended drain  intervals.  But  this.  too.  is  less 
important  for  most  motorcycles  than  most 
automobiles.  Because  the  synthetics  don't 
break  down  as  quickly  as  mineral  oils 
under  high  temperature  or  high  load  con- 
ditions, they  maintain  viscosity  longer.  But 
any  oil  gets  contaminated  with  combus- 
tion byproducts  and  must  be  changed  to 
remove  the  byproducts.  For  motorcycles 
stored  during  the  winter,  it's  a  good  idea  to 
change  oil  before  storage  and  again  at  the 
start  of  the  riding  season.  At  the  longest, 
.synthetics  must  be  changed  yearly  or  every 
25.000  mi.  But  how  many  motorcycles  are 
ridden  25.000  mi.  in  a  .season? 

Much  research  is  being  done  by  the  oil 
companies  into  synthetic  lubricants,  but 


the  major  stumbling  block  to  the  further 
development  of  .synthetics  is  the  cost.  Ac- 
cording to  Michael  McHenry  of  Castrol. 
"We  have  yet  to  see  a  favorable  cost/ 
benefit  ratio  that  justifies  fii/lv  .synthetic 
products.  That  is.  100  percent  synthetic 
products  cost  the  consumer  four  to  five 
times  more  than  mineral  oils  but  do  not 
deliver  benefits  that  are  four  to  five  times 
better  in  value.  There  must  be  more  justi- 
fication than  a  marketing  novelty.  This  is 
not  an  indictment  of  these  materials,  but  a 
reflection  of  the  state  of  the  art.  We  do  feel 
that  benefits  can  be  gained  through  part 
.synthetics,  especially  in  the  aircooled  four- 
stroke  area  and  we  are  working  towards 
that  end." 

To  answer  the  questions  about  synthetic 
oils  in  motorcycles,  there  are  several  points 
to  keep  in  mind.  You  may  sacrifice  the 
w  arranty  of  your  new  motorcycle  by  using 
a  synthetic.  Oil  should  be  changed  at  least 
once  a  year  even  w  ith  a  synthetic  whether 
it's  been  run  25.000  mi.  or  not.  Some 
people  have  used  synthetics  with  wet 
clutches  without  problem,  but  there  is  little 
experience  to  rely  on.  A  5w-40  viscosity 
synthetic  will  pour  as  a  five  weight  oil  at 
cold  temperatures,  but  it  has  the  viscosity 
of  a  40  weight  oil  at  normal  operating 
temperatures.  In  order  to  display  an  API 
SE  designation,  any  oil.  mineral  or  syn- 
thetic, must  pass  the  same  tests  which 
indicate  the  oil's  stability  in  heat,  rust 
prevention,  sludge  prevention,  wear  re- 
sistance and  other  characteristics. 

One  question  not  asked  by  the  readers 
but  perhaps  of  interest:  do  the  motorcy- 
clists at  Cycle  WorUI  use  synthetic  oils  in 
four-stroke  motorcycles?  Generally,  no. 
But  some  riders  here  have  used  .synthetic 
oils  in  special  racing  applications  when 
excessive  oil  temperatures  were  antici- 
pated. Should  r«(/  use  a  synthetic?  If  you 
have  a  special  need  for  it  or  a  particular 
lubrication  problem,  a  synthetic  may  of- 
fere  help. 

Synthetics  do  offer  real  advantages  to 
mineral  oils  w  hen  evaluated  in  the  labora- 
tory. Their  vi.scosity  changes  less  w  ith  tem- 
perature changes.  They  are  generally  more 
stable  at  high  temperature.  Their  lower 
volatility  can  mean  lower  oil  burning  in  the 
piston  ring  area.  Reduced  ash  deposits  can 
minimize  preignition. 

As  TT.  Ordiwav  of  Witco  Chemicals 
commented.  "The  only  problem  is  that 
when  vou  translate  this  out  into  the  field 
you  are  talking  about  conditions  that  sim- 
ply do  not  exist,  and  you  are  talking  about 
advantages  that  the  engines  cannot 
appreciate."  Q 


'This  is  unquestionably 
thebest  big  bike  on  the 
lead,  and  ifs  peihaps  the 

best  buy  in  all  of 
motoicycling." 


1979  BUYERS  GUIDE 


And  if  that^  not  enough  reason  to  buy 
a  GS-1000,  here's  a  couple  more! 

Take  delivery  of  your  79  GS-IOOON,  EN  or  LN 
between  June  1  and  July  31, 1979. . . 
you'll  get  a  Suzuki  helmet  and 

Team  Suzuki  nylon  jacket  in 

your  choice  ot 
colors!  Act  now, 
see  your  dealer 
today! 


GS-1000 

A  gieot  value  at  ^3169* 


SUZUKI 


Suzuki.  The  peifonner. 


•Manufacturer^  suggested  retail  price. 
Oiler  void  where  prohibited  by  law. 


Bimolci  KBI  KouiQ/oki 


An  Outrageous  Price  Gets  You  Not  Only 
Flawless  Function,  But  Also  Craftsmanship  Worthy  of  Artistic  Mention 


T 


by  John  Nutting 


housands  of  Kawasaki  owners 
throughout  the  world  have  been 


wondering  for  several  years  if  some- 
how, somewhere  there  was  a  cure  for  the 
handling  ills  their  bikes  suffered  at  race- 
track speeds. 

The  Biniota  KBI  comes  hot  on  the  tail 
of  the  ultra-radical  cranked  monoshocked. 
space  framed,  super-steering  Suzuki  SB2 
special  as  the  possible  mass-production 
panacea  for  the  four-cylinder  Kawasakis. 

And  at  its  most  basic,  the  KBI  is  cer- 
tainly the  answer.  But  it  is  also  a  good  deal 
more  than  that.  It  should  be.  For  in  obtain- 
ing the  most  eftective  cure,  the  Kawa.saki 
has  been  sacrificed  almost  completely  in 
the  metamorphosis  between  street-corner 
ubiquity  and  eyeball-dazzling  specialty. 

The  idea  is 'that  a  KZIOOO  or  KZ900 
rider  could  come  along  w  ith  his  bike  and 
slot  the  engine,  wheels,  brakes,  forks  and 
instrumentation  into  the  Bimota   frame. > 


It's  not  that  way  at  all.  There's  so  much 
mechanical  sculpture  in  the  Bimota  that 
nobody  in  their  right  mind  will  consider 
anything  less  than  the  whole  deal.  Marzoc- 
chi  forks,  magnesium  alloy  w  heels  and  all. 

Of  course  the  engine  is  used,  and  so  are 
the  wiring  loom,  instruments  and  head- 
lamp. And  if  you  feel  that  you  want  to  go 
on  a  dollar-pinching  spree  you  can  keep 
the  Kawasaki  forks,  too. 

Nobody's  going  to  want  to  really  cut 
back  on  the  beautiful  Bimota.  though.  The 
powerless  cha.ssis  alone  costs  more  than 
the  standard  Kawasaki.  But  if  the  prive  of 
the  ticket  is  heavy,  the  journey  it'll  take  you 
on  is  like  nothing  else. 

For  the  Bimota  cha.ssis  achieves  much 
more  than  revamping  the  stock  KZ.  It's 
virtually  a  completely  new  machine  that 
allows  the  rider  to  explore  and  use  up  his 
safety  margins  and  still  be  w  ithin  the  gen- 
erous performance  envelope  of  the  Bi- 


mota's  capabilities. 

Ow  ning  a  Bimota  requires  fmanciai  and 
personal  commitment.  The  U.S.  importer 
is  Moto  Sport.  Inc.  They  sell  you  a  non- 
rolling  chassis,  that  is.  frame,  rear  suspen- 
sion, seat,  tank  and  controls,  for  $6,400.  Or 
there's  the  rolling  chassis,  with  Marzocchi 
forks  and  Brembo  disc  brakes,  for  $7,400. 
Either  way  you  supply  the  engine,  wiring 
loom,  wheels,  tires  and  so  forth.  You  bolt 
everything  together  and  you  furnish  the 
legal  papers  for  the  engine  so  you  can  show 
vour  state  motor  vehicle  people  that  what 
you  have  parked  out  front  is  a  modified  or 
custom  Kawasaki  1000  and  is  thus  entitled 
to  a  license  plate. 

It's  fair  to  say  that  a  project  of  this 
magnitude  won't  be  done  by  many  people. 
Instead.  U.S.  Bimota  owners  will  be  the 
few  who  can  afford  the  investment  and 
appreciate  works  of  art. 

Yet  there  are  aspects  of  the  bike  that  w  ill 


appeal  to  the  techno-freak.  the  artist  an( 
customizer  alike.  And  there  is  no  doub 
that  the  machine  works.  A  ride  convince 
you  that  motorcycles  need  not  wobble  an( 
pitch,  need  not  lurch  and  tw  ist  if  only  the 
were  constructed  to  the  same  exactin 
standards  that  exemplify  the  Bimota. 

Nevertheless,  the  Bimota-Kawasak 
KB  I  is  more  of  a  compromise  than  th 
Bimota  frame  made  for  the  Suzuki  GS75( 
Most  important  change  in  the  design  is  th 
addition  of  a  conventional  cantilever-styl 
swingarm  instead  of  the  long  and  coniple 
unit  on  the  Suzuki  that  pivoted  on  th 
same  axis  as  the  countershaft  sprocke 
preventing  variations  in  chain  tension. 

The  space  frame  that  encloses  the  en 
gine  is  one-piece  and  w  hile  still  using  th 
engine  for  support  allows  its  removal  fror 
below  with  similar  ease.  The  KB!  is 
larger  motorcycle  too.  firstly  because  th 
wheelbase  is  longer,  at  57.25  inches,  tha 
the  Suzuki  SB2.  but  still  shorter  than  th 
stock  Kawasaki  by  2.5  inches. 

Rider  comfort  is  eased  for  general  us 
by  the  use  of  clip-on  handlebars,  full 
adjustable  for  angle,  on  the  top  of  the  for 
legs,  though  the  ones  fitted  to  the  bike  w 
sampled  were  unduly  wide  for  this  sort  ci 
sporting  machine. 

The  handlebars  mean  that  the  lairin 
has  to  be  a  more  conventional  design.  Bl 
it  is  .still  a  strong  and  lightweight  fibcrglas 
component. 

Cornering  clearance  is  enhanced  by  raii 
ing  the  engine  to  an  unladen  height  of  1 
inches  at  the  crank,  well  above  the  cente 
line  of  the  wheel  axles.  However,  thi 
doesn't  afl'ect  the  maneuverability  of  th 
machine  thanks  to  the  shorter  wheelbas 
and  integrity  of  the  frame.  Also,  the  heigl 
of  the  engine  doesn't  affect  the  rider  be 
cause  there  isn't  any  frame  above  it,  ju; 
the  broad  4.8-gallon  alloy  fuel  tank  that 
enclosed  in  fibergla.ss.  Instead,  the  tubin 
for  the  main  frame,  in  30mm  o.d.  chromt 
moly  steel,  loops  around  either  side  of  th 
engine  and  forms  a  ma.ssive  triangulate 
structure  to  support  the  steering  head. 

At  the  rear,  the  tubing  arches  low  undt 
the  bank  of  four  Mikunis  and  forms  a 
anchor  point  for  the  front  of  the  rei 
suspension  unit.  The  cantilever-style  sw  in 
arm  is  similar  in  construction  to  the  uni 
made  for  Bimota's  racing  frames  for  Yi 
mahas;  rectangular  tubing  supported  o 
needle  bearings.  Adjustment  for  chai 
stretch  is  by  an  eccentric  alloy  block  at  th 
wheel  spindle  but  there  is  a  similar  ac 
juster  at  the  swing  arm  pivot  so  that  th 
geometry  can  be  maintained:  this  allow 
the  movement  of  the  pivot  up  or  dow  n  t 
clear  the  top  run  of  the  chain;  it  also  mear 
a  po.ssible  variation  of  up  to  two  inches  i 
the  w  heelbase. 

The  Butibo  shock  offers  even  more  ac 
justment.  Ride  height  can  be  changed  b 
the  use  of  either  of  two  mounting  points  o 
the  sw  ing  arm.  w  hile  spring  preload  can  b 
adjusted  by  winding  up  the  threade 
seating. 

Damping,  both  compression  and  re 
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Alive  with  pleasure. 


nrm 


JifieraU^  if  snui^ng 
isn't  a  pleasure, 
why  bother? 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


18  mg.  "tar",  1.3  mg.  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette,  FTC  Report  May  1978. 


id.  can  be  altered  by  a  large  factor 
a  lever  thai  moves  through  90°  on  the 
jf  the  damper  body.  Leverage  of  the 
gulated  arm  means  that  the  2.2  inches 
iPiper  movement  is  magnified  into  a 
;ive  six  inches  at  the  rear  wheel.  On 
jther  machine,  such  a  large  movement 
It  affect  the  control  of  the  machine, 
cularly  as  the  chassis  is  prone  to  .squat 

under  acceleration  and  braking  (the 
disc  caliper  torque  arm  connects  to 
cantilever.  But  on  the  Bimota.  the 
ity  of  the  frame  is  carried  through  to 
front  wheel  via  taper  roller  steering 
ingsand  large  diameter  38mm  fork  legs, 
mota  designers  Guiseppe  Morri  and 
simo  Tamburini  favor  front  end  geom- 
with  characteristics  more  often  found 
lalian  GP  machines.  The  fork  legs  are 
nted  at  29°  from  vertical  while  the 
ing  stem  is  at  26°.  as  the  beautifully 

alloy  steering  clamps  are  bored  at 


different  angles  front  and  back.  The  angle 
means  that  when  the  suspension  is  com- 
pressed, under  braking  or  cornering  force, 
trail  increases  and  makes  the  steering  more 
stable.  The  usual  parallel  alignment  of 
stanchion  tubes  and  steering  head  allows 
reduced  trail  under  compression  and  Ihe 
steering  loses  its  self-centering  force. 

The  Bimota  offers  tuning  within  this,  as 
there  is  a  choice  of  clamps  w  ith  the  lubes  at 
different  distances  from  the  steering  head. 
The  buver  has  his  pick  of  3.9.  4.3  or  4.7  in. 
of  static  trail. 

For  minimum  unsprung  weight,  the 
wheels  are  cast  magnesium  alloy  by  C  am- 
pagnolo  to  Bimota's  design,  rim  widths 
being  2.5  in.  (W  IVI-3)  at  the  front  and  3.5 
in.  (Vi  M-6)  rear.  Tires  are  Michelin.  an  S41 
front  and  a  massive  1VI48  rear  in  130/ 
80HI8  size,  meaning  that  the  rubber  is 
over  5  inches  wide  vsith  an  80  percent 
aspect  ratio  (depth  to  width). 


Weighing  just  425  lb.  dry.  the  Bimota 
Kawasaki  is  lighter  than  most  500cc  bikes, 
so  the  monster  Brembo  front  discs,  mount- 
ed on  light  alloy  carriers,  are  more  than 
powerful  enough  to  haul  the  bike  down  in 
concert  with  the  Kawa.saki  rear  di.sc. 

Like  the  rest  of  the  detailing,  such  as  the 
neat  forgings  for  the  footresls  and  the 
gearchangc  linkage,  the  assembly  is  en- 
hanced b\  gold  cadmium-plated  cap 
.screws. 

Performance  with  a  stock  Kawasaki  en- 
gine with  the  standard  33/15  rear  gearing 
should  be  far  better  than  the  125  mph  the 
KZIOOO  can  achieve. 

Bimota  claims  144  mph  at  9.000  rpm  in 
top.  But  it  hardly  matters.  Most  of  the 
Bimota's  clout  is  delivered  well  below  that 
speed  in  sheer  cornering  and  roadholding 
superiority  over  practically  anything  on 
wheels.  That,  plus  almost  dream-like 
looks,  may  justify  the  $7400  price  tag.  B 


SPECIFICATIONS 


List  price  $7,400  with  forks 
and  brakes:  $6,400  without 
Engine  dohc  Four 

Bore  X  stroke  70  x  66mm 
Piston  displacement  1015cc 
Compression  ratio  8.7:1 
Carburetion   (4)  26mm  Mikuni 

Air  filtration   paper 

Ignition  battery  and  points 
Claimed  power  81  bhp 

@  8000  rpm 
Claimed  torque        56.8  ft.  lb 

@  6400  rpm 
Lubrication  system    wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  3.9  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  4.8  gal. 

Recommended  fuel  unleaded 
Starter  electric 


Battery  (2)  6V  7.5  AH 

Headlight  50/40w 

Clutch  wet,  multi-plate 

Primary  drive        helical  gear 
Final  drive        TsubakI  #630 
roller  chain 
Gear  ratios,  overall:1 

5th  4.64 

4th  5.26 

3rd  6.35 

2nd   8.34 

1st  12.07 

Front  suspension  telescopic 

fork 

Rear  suspension  mono- 
shock  swingarm 
Front  tire  3.50H-18 
Michelin  S41  PZ2 


Rear  tire  130/80H-18 
Michelin  M48 
Front  brake     dual  11 -in.  discs 
Rear  brake  11 .5-ln.  disc 

Wheelbase  57.25  in. 

Fork  rake  angle   26° 

Trail   3.9/4.3/4.7  in. 

(optional) 

Handlebar  width  26  In. 

Seat  height  30.5  in. 

Ground  clearance  7.5  in. 

Test  weight 

(w/half-tank  fuel)    439.5  lb. 
Importer: 
Motor  Sport,  Inc. 
24  S.  Orange  Ave. 
South  Orange,  NJ  07079 
(201 )  762-4344 
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Bell  Mloto  III 


ell  Helmet  Company  has  always 
.worked  closely  with  racers.  When 
they  introduced  the  original  Moto 
Stftr  a  few  years  back,  it  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  only  helmet  designed  for  the 
motocrosser  and  off-road  racer/enthusiast. 
At  the  time  accessory  mouth  guards  were 
the  rage.  The  Moto  Star  was  designed  with 
the  mouth  guard  as  an  integrated  part  of 
the  helmet. 

Motocrossers  tried  the  Moto  Stars  and  a 
few  still  use  them,  but  the  off-road  guys 
generally  liked  them  much  more.  The 
built-in  mouth  guard  protected  the  wear- 
er's mouth  and  teeth  from  contact  with  the 
handlebars,  rocks  thrown  from  a  competi- 
tor's rear  wheel,  and  face-first  crash 
landings. 

The  Moto  Stars  had  a  few  flaws,  though. 
Putting  one  on  wasn't  a  problem;  taking 
one  off  usually  ruffed  the  ears  of  the 
wearer.  Not  a  real  problem  until  the  on /off 
is  repeated  several  times  a  day,  common  in 
off-road  use.  They  also  had  a  tendency  to 
get  loose  and  rock  fore  and  aft  on  the 
wearer's  head.  But  probably  the  biggest 
complaint,  especially  from  motocrossers. 
was  the  lack  of  air  circulation.  Many  felt 
they  were  just  too  hot. 

The  folks  at  Bell  listened  to  the  praise 


An  Improved  Moto  Star 

and  criticism.  They  are  always  receptive  to 
both. 

Input  from  users  and  thoughts  of  their 
own  have  resulted  in  the  production  of  the 
Moto  111.  The  Moto  III  could  have  been  on 
dealer  shelves  over  a  year  ago  but  Bell 
wanted  the  new  design  also  to  be  a  safer 
design.  The  Moto  Star  carried  a  Snell  1970 
rating,  the  Moto  III  is  Snell  1975  approved. 
To  obtain  the  1975  Snell  rating  without 
increasing  the  weight  and  size  of  the 
helmet  slowed  them  down  some  .  .  .  but 
they  did  it. 

The  shell  is  made  from  multiple  layers 
of  fiberglass  and  is  the  same  thickness  as  a 
Moto  Star  By  using  a  new  formulation  of 
resin,  strength  has  been  increased  without 
increasing  weight  or  size. 

The  front  part  of  the  shell  has  been 
redesigned.  The  nose/mouth  protrusion 
has  been  placed  farther  from  the  wearer. 
This  allows  more  room  for  large  noses  and 
helps  keep  the  guard  from  pressing  against 
the  end  of  the  rider's  nose  at  high  speeds. 
The  guard  is  slightly  taller  and  has  been 
vented  so  air  can  pass  through  to  the  rider 
Coarse  foam  covers  the  back  side  of  the 
vents  and  filters  out  large  particles.  Pad- 
ding on  the  inside  of  the  nose  guard  has 
been  changed  to  thinner,  lighter  foam.  The 


clever  new  styling  removes  weight  from 
front  of  the  helmet,  and  provides  nr 
room  for  goggles. 

A  five-snap  bill  is  standard  on  the  M 
III.  Instead  of  color  coordinating  the  s 
and  bill  as  in  the  past.  Bell  chose  a  c 
smoke  color  for  the  bill.  Available  s 
colors  are  red,  yellow  or  white.  The  sm 
bill  blends  nicely  with  these  colors  and 
five-snap  attachment  will  help  keep  il 
the  helmet  without  duct  tape. 

Inside,  a  new  formulation  of  polystyi 
plastic  foam  is  employed.  It  is  made  in 
piece  and  gives  better  protection  with 
being  thicker  or  heavier.  The  internal  p 
ding  has  been  redesigned  to  increase  o 
fort  and  decrease  the  rocking  experier 
by  some  wearers.  The  reworked  padc 
has  a  space  for  ears  and  the  chin  strap 
been  moved  rearward.  This  redesign 
removed  the  pain  associated  with  reir 
ing  the  helmet  and  the  padding  and  c 
strap  placement  stop  all  the  rock. 

Unlike  its  predecessor,  the  new  Mote 
is  rapidly  gaining  popularity  with  mi 
crossers.  Bell  has  done  an  excellent  jol 
making  what  the  riders  wanted.  Com 
and  protection  are  first  class. 

See  your  local  motorcycle  dealer 
take  along  $104.95. 
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nACE  WATCH 

WATGH 


Yoshimura  Wins  AFM  Six'Hour;  Lackey  Leads  Points; 
Kenny  Wins  Again;  Hannah  Ties  Up  Another  Title 


ALDANA,  EMDE  WIN  AFM  SIX- HOUR 


Dave  Aldana  and  David  Emde  won  the 
AFM  On  Any  Sunday  II  Six-hour 
endurance  race,  riding  the  1099cc  Yoshi- 
mura R&D  of  America  Suzuki  GSIOOO  to 
a  three-lap  margin  of  victory. 

Yoshimura  team  riders  Wes  Cooley  and 
Ron  Pierce  were  competing  at  the  24  hours 
of  Le  Mans  in  France  on  the  same  day  as 
the  AFM  race  at  Ontario  Motor  Speedway 
in  Southern  California.  Thus  Aldana  was 
recruited  to  ride  with  Emde  on  a  bike  chief 
Yoshimura  racing  mechanic  Suehiro  Wata- 
nabe  completed  at  2:30  a.m.  the  morning 
of  qualifying. 

Emde  started  the  race  and  traded  the 
lead  back  and  forth  with  Steve  McLaugh- 
lin (Racecrafters  KZIOOO,  partner  Harry 
Klinzmann)  and  Reg  Pridmore  (Vetter 
KZIOOO.  partner  Keith  Code)  for  three 
laps.  On  the  third  lap  McLaughlin's  Ka- 
wasaki blew  up.  Pridmore  passed  Emde, 
and  the  two  ran  in  close  formation  turning 
2:09  and  2:10  lap  times  until  the  seventh 
lap,  when  Emde  again  took  the  lead  and 
pulled  out  a  slight  cushion.  Less  than  a 
half-hour  into  the  race,  Pridmore  pitted 
with  an  engine  oil  leak,  and  Emde  was 
safely  in  first,  ahead  of  a  dice  for  second 
going  on  between  Rich  Schlacter  (860 
Ducati,  partner  Richard  Chambers),  David 
Langford  (Yoshimura  Speed  Center 
1099cc  GSIOOO,  partner  Rudy  Galindo), 
Steve  Mallonee  (Warland  Engineering 
KZ 1000,  partner  Roberto  Pietri)  and  John 
Bettencourt  (Kawasaki  Motors  Corp. 
KZ  1000,  partner  Martin  Carney). 

The  race  was  red  flagged  on  the  17th  lap. 
Mallonee  was  leading  Langford  and  Bet- 
tencourt in  a  drafting  train  down  the 
straight,  all  three  coming  up  fast  on  a  slow 
RD350.  Mallonee  and  Langford  pulled 
out  at  the  last  moment,  but  Bettencourt 
suddenly  found  himself  faced  with  the 
taillight  of  a  slow  Yamaha  and  no  place  to 
go.  The  impact  broke  the  Kawasaki  Super- 
bike  in  half  and  turned  the  Yamaha's  rear 
wheel  into  an  oval.  Luckily  both  riders 
escaped  in  relatively  good  condition,  but 
the  race  was  delayed  for  20  minutes  to 
allow  debris  removal. 

Bettencourt  was  to  have  ridden  with 
Mike  Baldwin,  but  Baldwin  did  not  return 


David  Aldana  (left)  and  Dave  Emde  won  the  AFM  Six-hour  on  a  1099cc  Yoshimura  R&l 
America  Suzuki  GS1000. 


from  Europe  in  time  for  the  race,  so  1976 
six-hour  winner  Martin  Carney  substi- 
tuted. 

Aldana  took  over  from  Emde  for  the 
restart,  turned  2:09-2: 10  laps  and  led  until 
he  pitted  for  gas  and  a  rider  change  20  laps 
later.  Two  more  laps  and  Emde  was  back  in 
the  pits  with  a  flat  rear  slick,  a  Goodyear 
D1705.  The  wheel  change  put  the  Yoshi- 
mura R&D  Suzuki  back  in  10th  overall, 
but  Emde  had  moved  up  into  fifth  within 
an  additional  30  laps.  When  Aldana  took 
over  again  and  began  turning  laps  in  the 
2:09,  2:08,  and  finally  2:07  range,  it  didn't 
take  long  to  regain  first.  The  Yoshimura 
machine  in  fact  controlled  the  last  50  laps 
of  the  race,  doing  nothing  but  running  fast, 
pitting  fast  and  building  up  time  on  second 
place. 

Aldana's  best  lap  was  a  2:07.5,  Emde's  a 


2:08.9.  The  bike  was  set  up  for  dista 
with  a  9000  rpm  redline  and  a  mid-ra 
torque  exhaust  system.  Both  riders  ; 
they  were  cruising. 

Second  overall  was  the  private  Z-1  | 
perbike  of  Chuck  Parme  and  Gil  Ma 
finishing  one  lap  ahead  of  the  R.C. 
gineering  10l3cc  GSIOOO  ridden  by  V 
Scheffer  and  Wendall  Phillips  in  the  cc 
pany's  first  endurance  road  race. 

Kevin  Burke  and  Ken  Greene  (the  [ 
senger  on  Reg  Pridmore's  AMA  side« 
finished  fourth  overall  on  Burke's  84 
GS750,  with  Steve  Sowden  and  Ke 
Stafford  fifth  overall  on  Sowden's  KZ  1 
Superbike.  Mallonee  and  Pietri  were  si 
after  two  flat  tires,  Pridmore  and  C 
seventh  after  several  lengthy  pit  stops. 

Roger  Hagie,  CW  contributor  Rot 
Runyard  and  FVans  Vandenbroek  won 
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lid  matori; 


TWO 
WHEEL 


ACCESSORIES  for  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  and  others 


INSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800-645-6066  ^r^^^ 

except  N  Y  ,  Hawaii  &  Alaska   Of  Call  516-248-5775 


B-STUFFER  BAB  -  10"  diameter. 
17"  long.  Holds  two  helmets 
and  clothing  Travels  securely. 

Red,  Blue.  Black  (15.49 


esUPIIISIUffEII-2r'lonf. 


RAIN  PROOF 
CrClE  LUGGAGE 


uise^ 
■ontrol 


Cruise  at  con- 
stant speed 
without  strain 
and  fatigue. 
Installs  in 
minutes,  vir- 
tually un- 
breakable. 
For  Honda. 
Yamaha,  Su- 
/uWi.  Kawasaki 
tfOI04?  $11.50 


R  CARRY-ALL  LU6CAGC  Fits  all  bars. 

a  I'fty  Double  lined,  heavy  duly 
I  dipper  enclosure  Waterproof.  2- 

fy  handie,  use  as  hand  luggage 

i^08150  -  Black  only  $19  95 
?3vy  duty  ^08128  Black  or  Brown  $29  95 


NEW  CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  GAUGE 

^* 091  26   HONOA  CBX.  GLIOOO. 
E«tra  heavy  duty  interna:  ^pfi'ips 


2"  diameter  t . 


CB750K,  F(79), 
CB550K/F. 
CB400F  350F  $16.50 
CB750K  f  (thru  78). 
CB750A  $15.95 
YAMAHA 
500-750 
XSll 

KAWASAKI 

KZ750.KZ650, 
KZ400 
900  1000 
SUZUKI 

GSIOOO  750  550 
400  $15.95 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON 
74FX  $16  50 

74.  Sportster  $15.95 


$16.50 
$19.99 


$16.50 
$15,95 


MOTOCROSS  GLOVES  Simulated  leather 
in  black.  4  sizes  S.M.L.XL.  #04710 
Pr.  $4.95    2  pr  $8.49 


FUEL  GAUGE  Fits  all  Honda  tl<p 
cap  models,  all  years  (founts 
easily  with  Honda  recall  locks 
Also  Yamaha  75's  (road)  ini 
Kawasaki  75's  (road)  t.iHiiy 
-lt4.W.»  03952 


KRYPTONITE 

CYCLE  LOCK 


DRY  RIDER  BOOT  COVERS 

16"  long,  drawstring 
closure  One  5i»  (its  all. 
Protects  boots  or  shoes 
\0Q%  waterproof 
Polyurethane,  Yellow  or 

blue  5108321-81   

$5.75  pr. 


D-TANK  BAG  Straps  lo 
gas  tank,  12"k10"x6". 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
persona)  effects  pouch 
Heavy-duty  sling  for  take' 
along  convenience 
Red.  Blue.  Black  $16.49 


COMPLHE  SET  All  three  b:^s-,  in 

matching  colors  Red,  Blue,  B'ack  $40.00 

CLE  COVERS  Form  fitted, 
protects  against  all  weather. 
Heavy   gauge,  cloth 
backed.  Resists  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
With  tie  straps 


toUcutters. 
files  or 
hacksaws, 
or  forced 
open  with 
jack. 

The  ultimate 
Cycle  lock. 
Fully  hardened 
armor  steel 
plastic  covered 
Insfalis  and 
removes  m 
seconds 

$3995 


KEEP  DRY! 


DRY  RIDER  GLOVE  COVERS 

Gauntlet  style  tovers,  ideal 
for  ram  ridmg,  100°:. 
waterproof  Polyurethane 
.Yellow  or  blue  =0B352-M1 
$3.80  pr. 


Bike  s^own  includes 
sissy  bar  &  pad, 

Mindshieid  &  Luring, 
luggage  rack  and 
saddle  bags 


"No.  1  PATCH" 

For  SUZUKI.  HONDA, 
YAMAHA.  KAWASAKI, 
HARIET. 

Bnlliant  Red.  White 
&  Blue  embroidered. 
4"  liiRh  Iron-on 
Of  sew-on.  Specify 
namp  No  66 

$1.50 


Moped  Cover  (3|.flS 


'958  For  160CC  S  smaller  S2I.IS 
•96t  For  750CC  i.  smaller  $2».»S 
'962  »  Sissy  Bar  iSO.tS 
•964  w  Wndshid  iM.tS 
•966  Sissy  Bar  i  Wndshid  il2.<S 
•  970  For  lOOOcc  $J2.«S 
•972  w  Sissy  Bar  i33.«S 
•974  «v  Wndshid  $13.95 
•976  Sissy  Bar  i  Wndshid  $37.»5 


CRUISE  HELPER  Effortless 
throttle  control.  Eliminates  fatigue,  wrist 
pains.  Quick,  easy  on-off  installation. 
Fits  all  cycles.  $2.49 


SILVER  WING  PATCH 

For  VAMAHA.  HONDA.  SU2UKI. 
KAWASAKI.  HARIET. 

1 1"  wide  embroidered  patch  Silver  wings. 
biacK  and  gold  insiRnIa  iron-on  or  sew-on 
Specily  name  No.  30 


SADDLE  BACS  For  on  or  off  bike  Double  duty 
nder  seat,  over  seat,  over  shoulder  Heavy 
lahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
lorced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  tit 
12"  wide.  1 1"  high.  iVt"  deep  Great 
I  for  free  &  easy  travel  bet  of  two 

74  Black  only  $19.95 

uty'lRcinlorcedi  <r08088  Black  or  Brown   $24  99 


CUSTOM  CHROME 
SAUO£  COVERS 

Sturdy  gleaming  chrome 
rims  dress  up,  protect 
your  gauges.  Fit  all 
Hondas.  Kawasaki  900/ 
1000.  Harley  Sportster 
Specify  model  #01416 
■;.  t  of  two  $14.95 


HI  PERFORMANCE  TUNE  UP  KITS 


» 06754 

REFLECT  A  FRAME 

Adds  Dvirr  7"  of  reflective  safety 
to  rear  Chiome-trimmed  durable 
red  leian.  With  sturdy  aluminum 
backplate  and  all  hardware  For 
all  bikes  Specify  State  (Cal,  ■■" 
etc  I  of  license  plate  $4.95 


IH^^^MSSi^^^^MI  No. 

r  r  HtiMET 

/  QUICK  RELEAS 

EAGLE  PATCH  for 

HONDA.  VAMAHA.  HARLEY 
.KAWASAKI.  SUZUKI 

Finely  detailed  7-color 
embroidered  patch 
'  ronze  wings,  brown 
body,  silver  head  &  legs, 
vellow  talons  &  beak 
Iron-on  or  sew-on 
-1  sizes  Specify  name 
Monster  10"  I  13Vj" 
No.  103  $13.95 
Giant  8"  i  10" 
No  77  $8.95 
Regular  3'/j"  i  5" 
No  81  $3.49 
Mini  2'i"  I  3'i" 

$1  95 


Quick  release  that 
works  like  a  miniature 
seat  belt 

Replaces  '  0"  rings. 
$2.98 


.  NY. 


Visit  tur  only  rttail  Imtion. 


NEW  CYCLE  SPAT 

protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting.  One  si/e 
fits  all  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps  Eitra  strap 
included  Black  or 
Brown  $3  98 

«033S2  HELMET  SPEAKERS  Weatherproof  remote 

  speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Fits 

We  ship  Worldwide  earphone  jack  of  transistor  radio.  2H"i  I W. 
•^—^^-^^^^^  Includes  cable  connectors  .y  04256  $I2  95  ea 

Optional  2.helmet  attachment  « 04298  SS.9S 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do  it-Yourselfer" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adiustments. 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 


Champion  Spark  Plugs 

.J  s  made  points  &  condensers, 
lei  gauges  &  point  lubricant 
I  tuning  specs.  Also  availat)le 
.islor  plugs  (odd  $2). 


HONDA 

GLIOOO 

08750  550  500  fours 
CB  CL450-500  twins 
CB  C1350-360  twins 
KAWASAKI 

900  1000 

KZ400  twins  l74-on| 
KZ650 

SUIUKI  GSIOOO.  CS550.  GS7S0  850 
Specify  Denso  or  Kokusan  points  ^17.20 
  $14.45 


WAY  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 
normal  tones,  f^o  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals.  All  plastic, 
non  electric,  no  maintenance.  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect. 
Works  hands-free.  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  only  ?  oi 
$6.85  set  3  or  more  $7.60  Itt.  .„  ,  . ,      .     ...  . 

AM  FM  portable  radro  attachment  $3.98 


KAWASAKI 

Zl/1000 
Triples 
Singles 
KZ65Q 


■73-78  $7.95 

•69-75  $6.95 

'69-75  $6.95 

'77-78  $7.95 


HOHOA 

GLIOOO- 
750 

350-550  Fours 
450  SOOT 
350  360r 
XL  Series 
FIsinore  Series 
125  200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


'67-'75.$6.95 
'68-'74  $6.95 
■70-'74  $6.95 


#04242 

EAGLE  PIN 

#05154 

Finely  detailed.  English  made 
1 '  8"  high.  Gold  only  For 
Honda.  Yamaha.  Suluki. 
Kawasaki.  Harley  Davidson. 
Specify,  J2.g8 


YAMAHA 

Street  2-strokes 
Enduros 
4  strokes 
SUZUKI 

Triples 

Singles  &  Twin 
GS750 

HARLEY  DAVIDSON 

All  V  twins  75-'77 
*01her  name  brand  manuals  will  be  supplied. 
We  reicfve  the  right  to  ship  equivalent  manuals 
when  availability  or  stock  prevents  immediate  shipment. 


72-'74 
•70-'74 
77-78 


$6.95 
$8.95 
$7.95 

$6.95 


NEW  1979-80  CATALOG  $1.50 

$?  so  Air  Mail  anywhere  in  the  world 


JBLE  SADDLE 

:EMENT  SEAT  

cept  in  custom  seats.  U^e  your  ongmal  seat  base  Install  pre  formed  foam 
r  yourself  Fits  like  stock.  Half-hour  installation  complete  with  directions. 
ng.  no  cutting,  no  special  tools  needed.  Black  only.  For  Honda  GLIOOO, 
F  A.  CB6S0.  CB550K  F,  400  Hawk.  CXSOO.  CBX  Kawasaki  K2900/1000. 
ramaha  XSllOO.  750-20  E.  SE,  650  '76  t  later,  XS40D 
SIOOO.  GSB50,'6$750/S50,GT750/5S0,G$4O0. 


TWO  WHEEL  ACCESSORIES  - 
at  Honda  of  MIneola 

NAME  

ADDRESS   -    

CITY  — -  --  •-  STATE    ZIP 


336  lERICHO  TURNPIKE  i 
MINEOLA.  N.Y.  11501  * 
(516)248  5775  " 


■  STATE 

.  Model  •  


-Serial 


QUAN. 

ITEM  and  # 

SIZE 

Choices) 

PRICE 

N  V  Slale  rfsidenis  add       sales  tai 

□  Spacal  Haodknt  &  Otvy  SI50  addiao 

Add  6%  Shipping 
(Minimum  $1) 

nal  (opbonail  TOTAL 

O  ai 
S  u 

LIU 


E 

s  i 


Ci 


IF  IT'S  NOTION,  IT'S  NOT 
A  PERFORMANCESYSTEMJ 

Exhaust  system  manufacturers  make  lots  of  claims.  Their 
pipes  all  increase  power,  make  your  bike  run  better,  up  fuel 
economy  look  sexy  and  so  forth. 

Very  impressive-sounding  ads.  But  when  you  take  a  sec- 
ond look,  you  see  there's  one  thing  missing: 

Facts. 

At  RC  ENGINEERING  we're  more  interested  in  facts. 


•RC  ENGINEERING  HAS  WON  MORE  NATIONAL 
DRAG  RACING  RECORDS  THAN  ANYONE  ELSE.  Maybe 
you  don't  think  drag  racing  has  anything  to  do  with  your 
touring  or  street  bike,  but  there's  still  only  one 
world-wide  standard  of  performance  —  the  quarter 
mile. 

•  RC  ENGINEERING  IS  THE  OLDEST  PERFOR- 
MANCE SYSTEM  MANUFACTURER.  We  ve  been 
building,  racing  and  selling  our  exhaust  systems 
since  1969,  when  most  of  the  other  manufacturers 
were  still  riding  minibikes. 

•  RC  ENGINEERING  IS  THE  ONLY  MANUFAC- 
TURER BUILDING  PERFORMANCE  SYSTEMS 
RATHER  THAN  CHROME  PIPES.  Our  exhaust  sys 
terns  are  designed  with  one  purpose  —  to  increase 
your  engine's  performance. 

•  RC   ENGINEERING   IS  THE  ONLY 
MANUFACTURER    WITH  COMPLETE 
TESTING  FACILITIES.  Before  we  sell  you 
an  exhaust  system,  we  spend  months 
testing  the  system,  first  on  our 
chain-driven  dynomometer,  then 
on  the  racetrack  and  the  street. 


•  WE  RACE  WHAT  WE 
SELL.  From  Russ  Collins  on, 
our  staff  is  actively  involved  in  com- 
petition. 

•RC  ENGINEERING  EXHAUST  SYS- 
TEMS ARE  LEGAL  IN  ALL  50  STATES. 

Those  are  only  some  of  the  facts  behind 
what  we  have  to  say:  If  you  don't  use  an  RC 
ENGINEERING  exhaust  system,  you  don't  use  a 
performance  system. 

All  of  our  exhaust  systems  are  available  by  mail 
order.  Send  $2.00  for  our  64  page  catalog  and  order- 
ing information. 


UiJ^  ENGINEERING 

16216  South  Mam  Street,  Dept.  32 
Gardena,  California  90248 
213-327-6858 


Our  skill  is  a  matter  off  record. 


o 
o 

^ 
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!  firm's  first  endurance  race  try,  the  R.C.  Engineering  1013cc  Suzuki  GS1000  ridden  by 
Scheffer  and  Wendall  Pliillips  tool<  third  overall.  Scheffer  is  shown. 


Roger  Hagie,  Frans  Vandenbroek  and  CW 
contributor  Robert  Runyard  teamed  up  on  a 
KZ650  to  win  the  750cc  class. 


:  class  on  a  KZ650  fitted  with  a  Kerker 
jst  system.  Hagie  may  be  the  most 
stent  rider  in  AFM  Six-hour  history. 
von  overall  in  1976.  riding  a  stock 
XX)  with  Martin  Carney:  led  his  class 
a  modified  KZ650  in  'l977  until  the 
broke;  finished  third  overall,  first  750 
stock  KZ650  with  co-rider  Gil  Martin 
•78:  and  teamed  with  Runyard  and 
enbroek  to  out-last  the  competition 
ear  on  the  .same  bike  he  rode  last  year, 
eam  went  from  third  in  class  to  first  in 
han  one  hour.  John  F^chs  and  Dan 
ason  were  fastest  on  a  750  during  the 
turning  2: 14  and  2:19  lap  times  with  a 
:  KZ650  running  on  Michelin  slicks, 
hey  led  the  class  for  1 10  laps  until  the 
started  throwing  the  chain.  That  put 
Cycle  World  GS750  ridden  by  Pat 
n  and  John  Ulrich  first  in  class,  with 
i  ranging  upward  from  Eagan's  best  of 
7  to  Ulrich's  best  2: 19.  The  bike  was 
3ped  with  wide  rims.  29mm  Mikuni 
(thbore  carbs.  a  hand-bent  Yoshimura 
g  exhaust  system,  a  Racer  One  cafe 
ig.  MX  Fox  shocks,  and  an  8  gal.  gas 
fabricated  by  welding  together  two 
;  tanks.  The  alternator  was  removed,  a 
lown  cover  installed  and  total  loss 
ion  used. 

le  Cycle  World  learn  was  hampered  by 
al  problems  immediately.  The  experi- 
;al  Metzeler  slick  chosen  for  the  rear 
leated  and  started  sliding  less  than  10 
into  the  race,  forcing  the  riders  to  slow 
1.  The  quick-fill  borrowed  for  pit  stops 
;  at  the  first  stop,  and  the  pit  crew 
:led  the  bike  using  a  funnel  and  gas 
Fortunately,  the  large  tank  allowed 
iders  to  stay  on  the  track  I'/j-hours 
een  stops. 

rich  had  the  class  lead  with  a  four-lap 
;in  and  was  about  to  hand  over  to 
in  when  the  Dunlop  KR83  front  tire 
flat  at  5  hours,  15  minutes.  The  pit 
changed  the  front  wheel  assembly. 


but  Eagan  was  forced  to  pit  for  a  rear 
wheel  change  three  laps  later— the  rear 
slick  had  worn  through  three  layers  of  cord 
from  constantly  sliding  and  spinning. 

At  the  end  of  six  hours.  Hagie,  who  had 
turned  a  best  time  of  2:19.8  and  who 
finished  turning  2:25s  on  his  Dunlop  K8 1- 
equipped  Kawasaki,  was  being  reeled  in  by 
Eagan— turning  2: 18s  on  the  stock  Suzuki 
wheels  and  IRC  tires.  But  Hagie  finished 
one  lap,  five  seconds  ahead  of  Eagan. 
During  the  race.  Runyard's  best  lap  time 
was  2:25.  Vandenbroek's  2:28. 

Race  fans  may  recognize  Vandenbroek 
as  one  of  Pat  Hennen's  mechanics  during 
the  2'/2  years  before  Hennen's  tragic  Isle  of 
Man  crash  in  1978.  Vandenbroek  worked 
on  Hennen's  private  and  works  Suzukis 
during  1976.  1977  (when  Hennen  became 
the  first  American  to  win  a  500cc  CP)  and 
1978.  and  finished  the  year  working  on  Wil 
Hartog's  Suzuki  RG500  before  returning 
to  the  United  States.  Now.  Vandenbroek 
works  for  Kawa.saki  Motors  Corp.  in  R&D. 
Runyard  is  a  technical  writer  for  Ka- 
wasaki, while  Hagie  is  a  legislative  liaison 
man  for  the  firm. 

The  Ontario  Moto  Tech  Suzuki  GS550 
ridden  by  Art  FViedman  and  Jeff  Karr 
controlled  their  class  after  the  two-hour 
point.  The  .same  bike  and  same  riders  won 
the  550cc  class  in  1978  as  well. 

Doug  Draper,  Glen  Shopher  and  John 


Williams  rode  Williams"  RD400  Yamaha 
to  victory  in  the  410cc  class,  taking  and 
holding  first  in  class  after  2Vi  hours. 

Mike  Baeder  won  the  250cc  GP  race 
held  on  Saturday  before  Sunday's  Six- 
hour  Baeder  turned  2:07  and  2:08  lap 
times  and  led  the  entire  race.  Among  tho.se 
in  Baeder's  wake  was  Gennedy  Luibimsky, 
who  finished  fifth  in  the  Daytona  250cc 
race. 


Results 

1)  David  Aldana/  ;  :t$^^ 

Dave  Emde  Suzuki 

2)  Chuck  Parme/Gil 

Martin  Kawasaki 

3)  Willi  Scheffer/ 

Wendall  Phillips 

4)  Kevin  Burke/Ken 

Greene 

5)  Steve  Sowden/ 

Kevin  Stafford 

6)  Steve  Mallonee/ 

Roberto  Pietri 

7)  Reg  Pridmore/ 

Keith  Code  , 

8)  John  Williams/||^ 

Doug  Draper/ 
Glen  Shopher  Yamaha 

9)  Art  Friedman/Jeff 

Karr  Suzuki 

10)  Mike  Baeder/ 

Darrell  Lee  Yamaha 


Kawasaki 


Kawasaki  140 


ki  140 


136 


136 
134 
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nybody  not  satisfied  with  the  abun- 
^^dant  opportunity  to  blow  up  or  crash 
their  motorcycle  during  six-,  eight-  or 
24-hour  endurance  road  races  won't  want 
to  miss  the  WERA  30  Hours  of  Rock- 
ingham. The  purse  for  the  event,  sched- 
uled for  September  28,  29  and  30.  is 


$10,000,  the  same  amount  otVcrcd  at  the 
AFM  6-Hour  won  by  David  Emde  and 
David  Aldana  at  Ontario  in  April.  Inter- 
ested teams  and  spectators  should  contact 
the  promoters.  International  Racing  Asso- 
ciates, Inc..  1 130  E.  Third  St..  #450.  Char- 
lotte, NC  28204,  or  call  (704)  372-1599.  > 


ion  by  P  M  McKenna 
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Be  a  Motorcycle  Mechanic 
PLUS  a  talented  Motorcycle  Manager. 

...Maybe  Even  Open  Your  Own  Shop! 


Get  your  training  at 
American  Motorcycle  Institute 

Here's  how  you  get  started.  Contact  us  right  now  by 
sending  in  the  attached  card.  At  American  Motorcycle 
Institute  here  in  exciting  Daytona  Beach  —  motorcycle 
capitol  of  the  world  —  we  train  men  and  women  in  the 
basics.  Everything  from  minor  tuneups  to  major  overhauls 
(plus  management  training  ...  read  on.)  We  fit  you  out 
to  work  on  the  big  bikes  and  make  your  own  money.  You 

Movin'  on  up  to  bigger  things. 

After  you  complete  your  initial  motorcycle  mechanic 
training,  you  go  on  to  better  things.  Additional  ,  in- 
residence  training,  then  prepares  you  with  all  the  skills 
you  need  for  PARTS  COUNTERMAN,  PARTS  MANAGER. 
SERVICE  MANAGER,  MOTORCYCLE  SALESMAN,  SALES 
MANAGER,  and  GENERAL  MANAGER.  These  are  the  big 
jobs  where  your  potential  is  your  only  limit. 

And  after  training  . . .  when  you  leave  us  and  get  out  into 

Tough  track  with  big  rewards  at  the  end. 


and  be  MORE  than  a 
MECHANIC. 


get  7V2  hours  a  day  of  classroom  and  live  laboratory 
instruction  in  the  37  necessary  skills.  You'll  have  shop 
work  in  our  huge  service  center.  You'll  be  working  along- 
side guys  and  gals  just  like  yourself.  You'll  learn  from 
mechanic  pros  who  really  know  their  stuff  and  know  how 
to  teach  you.  It's  15  weeks  of  tough,  in-residence  training, 
and  we  demand  a  passing  grade  of  85  to  qualify  you. 


the  real  world  of  motorcycle  repair,  you'll  probably  start 
as  a  mechanic  or  parts  man.  but  with  the  additional 
management  knowledge  you  will  have  learned,  your  pro- 
motion is  the  next  step  up.  You  won't  be  held  back  while 
other  mechanics  get  promoted  over  your  head.  You'll  be 
the  one  who's  prepared  for  promotion  after  promotion 
because  you  WILL  HAVE  ALREADY  GAINED  THE 
NECESSARY  KNOWLEDGE. 


There's  nothing  easy  about  training  for  a  professional 
career  in  the  motorcycle  industry  —  we'd  be  lying  if  we 
said  there  were.  But,  if  you  have  the  basic  skill,  we  can 
train  you  to  develop  that  skill  and  become  a  real  pro. 
So  do  some  thinking  for  yourself.  If  you  like  to  work  with 
your  machine  ...  if  you  want  a  career  that  satisfies  you 
...  if  you  want  a  job  where  you  control  the  action  ...  if 


you  want  to  make  your  money  doing  what  you  like  best 
—  working  with  motorcycles  ...  then  write  us  today.  Just 
fill  in  the  attached  card  or  complete  the  coupon  and  mail 
it.  Or,  if  you  want  instant  action,  give  us  a  call  at  our 
toll-free  number,  800-874-0645  (In  Fla.  call  collect  904- 
255-0295). 


Be  a  motorcycle 
mechanic 
and  more! 

W6  also  train  marine  stern  drive 
&  outboard  mechanics. 

There's  a  long,  successful,  sat- 
isfying track  ahead  of  you,  so 
flip  your  starter  today.  Mail  the 
coupon  —  it's  your  first  step 
toward  a  future  you've  probably 
always  dreamed  about.  Waiting 
for  you  at  the  end  of  your  train- 
ing are  the  big  rewards  —  satis- 
fying work ...  a  comradship  with 
other  guys  like  yourself  .  .  . 
money  and  management.  Mail 
your  coupon  today. 


mm 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  INSTITUTE 

1445  SKYTROOPER  ROAD 
DAYTONA  BEACH,  FLA.  32014 

PLEASE  SEND  ME  MORE  INFORMATION 


APPROVED  FOR 
VETERANS 


CYCLE 

□  MECHANIC 

□  DEALERSHIP  MGMT 


MARINE 

□  MECHANIC 

□  DEALERSHIP  MGMT 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


CITY  . 


PHONE     (  )  . 


.STATE. 
AGE  


.ZIP, 
VET. 


CALL  TOLL  FREE  (800)  874-0645     Fla.  residents  call  (904)  255-0295  collect 
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411  the 
ings  horses 
andallthe 
ings  men... 


Pkase. 
^ifear  a  helmet 
4ien  ^t>u  ride. 


IF  YOU  WANT 
TO  SEE  THE 
FINEST 
LEA  THERS, 
LOQKIN 


You  'll  find  it  only  at  top  cycle  dealers. 

If  your  dealer  doesn  t  have  it  send  us  tiis  name 

and  address  and  we'll  send  him  one. 

Brooks  Leather  Sportswear.  Inc. 

14511  W.  11  Mile  Road.  Oak  Park.  Michigan  48237 


CKEY  STILL  LEADS  500  MX 
POINTS 

id  Brad  Lackey  won  the  first  moto  in 
he  Swedish  GP  and  retired  from  the 
id  when  his  Kawasaki  Uni-Trak"s 
:  broke  behind  the  steering  head. 
;v's  performance  in  the  third  round  of 
Vorld  Championship  series  kept  him 
)p  of  the  points  standings  with  61. 
ved  bv  Honda's  Graham  Noyce  (57 
and  Suzuki's  Gerritt  Wolsink  (50 
Defending  Champion  Heikki  Mik- 
(Yamaha)  was  fourth  with  40  points. 


had  Lackey  and  tils  Uni-Trak  Kawasaki 
s  up  on  Honda's  Graham  Noyce  in  the 

h  GP. 


^  hile  King  Kenny  Roberts  pro- 
ceeded to  tear  up  the  competition  in 
:fense  of  his  500cc  road  racing  World 
ipionship.  19-year-oid  Randy  Mam- 
as chasing  his  own  title  in  the  250cc 
Mamola  finished  fifth  in  the  lirst 
d  Prix,  in  Venezuela.  The  second  GP 
t  run  a  250cc  class,  but  in  the  next 
race,  in  West  Germany.  Mamola  was 
d  behind  reigning  World  Champion 
Ballington  (Kawasaki).  Mamola  was 


MAMOLA  SECOND  IN  250cc  POINTS 

second  to  Ballington  again  in  Italy.  After 
three  rounds.  Mamola  had  40  points  to 
Ballington's  42.  with  third-place  and  for- 
mer champion  Walter  Villa  far  behind 
with  23  points. 

Confounding  Mamola's  title  bid  was  his 
split-up  with  Italian  sponsors  Bimota  and 
Adriatica  after  the  fourth  GP.  Throughout 
the  series  Mamola.  although  his  bike  is 
advertised  as  running  an  Adriatica  rotary- 
valve  two-stroke  Twin,  actualh  was  titted 


with  a  TZ250  powerplant  because  Mamola 
felt  that  the  new  Adriatica  engine  wasn't 
yet  competitive.  That  irked  the  Italians  for 
obvious  reasons  and  Mamola  was  looking 
for  a  ride  before  the  Spanish  GP.  possibly 
on  Belgium  sponsor  Serge  Zago's  TZ250 
Yamaha.  If  he  lines  up  his  rides.  Mamola 
could  be  America's  first  250cc  World 
Champion.  > 


ion  by  T.  McEown 
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What  does  one 
of  the  world's 
quickest 
riders 
l(now 
that  you 
don't? 


Pro  Stock  rider  Terry  Vance: 
9  seconds  flat  and  147.05 
mph  in  the  quarter  mile! 


Mothing  in  the  universe  is  faster 
than  the  speed  of  light.  By  compari- 
son a  speeding  bullet  is  little  faster 
than  an  inchworm. 

That's  what  Terry  Vance  knows,  and 
it's  why  he  uses  a  Martek  electronic 
ignition  system  in  his  world  record- 
setting  Pro  Stock  drag  bike,  ho 
"speeding  bullet "  type  breaker  points 
for  him.  With  Martek  he  gets  greater 
energy  to  his  spark  plugs,  and  timing 
events  measured  in  microseconds. 
Flawlessly.  Infallibly. 

What  does  this  mean  to  you  and 
your  bike?  You  can  have  the  same 
ignition  Terry  Vance  depends  on,  right 
off  your  dealer's  shelf.  And  you  never 
have  to  go  near  a  drag  strip  to 


experience  the  benefits  of  Martek 
electronic  ignition.  You'll  get  faster, 
easier  starting.  Smoother  running  at 
all  speeds.  More  power  in  acceler- 
ating. Better  fuel  economy.  And  you'll 
never  have  to  fuss  with  points  or 
timing  again. 

We  make  easy-to-install  kits  for 
almost  every  bike  there  is — racing, 
touring,  street,  off-road — four, 
two  and  one  cylinders — four-stroke 
and  two — flywheel/magneto  and 
battery/coil  types.  Send  50C  for  a 
Martek  decal  and  catalog  information 
on  an  ignition  for  your  bike. 

Martek  makes  a  difference.  And  we 
want  you  to  experience  it. 


Martek  electronic  ignitions,  easy  | 
to  install  with  no  special  skills 

or  tools  required — performance  PfOCiUCtS  IflC. 

and  satisfaction  guaranteed.  ^  MacAnliu.  eh^-  Santa  Ana.  CA  92704-  714/751-7901 


ROBERTS  WINS  AGAIN 

Defending  500cc  road  racing  W 
Champion  Kenny  Roberts  took 
ond  place  at  the  third  round  ol'  the 
round  Grand  Prix  circuit  in  West 
many.  Rain  hampered  Robert.s'  clTor 
test  suspension  and  tires  on  his  Yan 
YZR500  during  practice,  but  in  spit 
limited  testing  time  and  rain  during  ofi 
lime  irial.s.  Roberts  qualified  fifth  fas 
Roberts  held  second  behind  Wil  Ha 
(Suzuki)  from  start  to  finish,  but  cli 
from  13  seconds  behind  to  only  t 
seconds  behind  in  the  last  three  laps.i 
Roberts  won  the  fourth  round,  at  Iir 
Italy,  defeating  Suzuki's  Virginio  Fei 
(who  was  third  in  West  Germany).  The 
in  Italy  gave  Roberts  42  World  Champ 
ship  points  to  Ferrari's  46.  Hartog  ha 
points. 

OTHER  GUYS  ENJOY  VICTO 
UNTIL  HANNAH  COMES  UP 
SPEED 


Mike  Bell  (39)  stuffs  it  inside  David  Taylo 
his  way  to  a  Supercross  win  at  Seattle. 

Following  his  second  place  finish  at 
Oakland  Supercross  behind  Jin 
Weinert,  Bob  Hannah  finished  lourth 
hind  Mike  Beit  (Yamaha).  Danny  LaP 
(Suzuki)  and  Warren  Reid  (Honda)  in 
first  race  of  a  two-night  double-heade 
Seattle's  Kingdome.  Hannah's  relati 
poor  finish  (compared  to  his  usual  p 
ings)  came  as  a  result  of  a  first-lap  colli: 
with  Weinert  caused  when,  accordinj 
witne.ss  and  winner  Bell.  "Weinert  cj 
over  the  jump  loo  fast  and  took  Han 
right  with  him." 

But  Hannah  made  up  for  the  indig 
of  finishing  fourth  by  winning  the  sec 
night's  main  event,  working  up  froi 
sixth  place  start  to  beat  Tommy  Croft  ( 
wasaki)and  Marty  Smith  (Honda). 

Hannah  won  again  in  a  massive  ir. 
bath  at  Atlanta,  beating  Suzuki's  Dai 
Shultz  and  Yamaha's  Rick  Burgett.  1 
put  the  points  standings  after  four  race 
Hannah  98.  Weinert  70.  Shultz  63. 
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AeiUNGEIIITESr  DRIVE 
HE  REST  DESKNQI  lANK  BAG  IN  IHE  WORLD. 


Without  straining  at  all,  we  could  fill 
ige  twice  this  size  with  the  unique 
jres  and  conveniences  of  Eclipse's 
Dus  tank  bag.  And  even  then,  you'd 
have  a  taste  of  its  many  advantages 
'  other  motorcycle  carrying 
.pment. 

So  we're  going  to  give  you  the  op- 
unity,  by  ordering  one  through  the 
,  to  see  its  performance  firsthand — 
an  Eclipse  on  top  of  your  tank,  for 

^^g^tWO  full 

.  .  ^^^^K^^  weeks, 
^  ^^^^  and 

with- 


gation. 

If  you  can  find  an-  _ 
;r  bag  that  even  approaches 
ersatility  or  quality  of  construc- 
,  simply  send  it  back  as  new  for  a  tui 
prompt  refund.  With  no  questions 
d. 

ast.  The  freedom  to 
isport  tomatoes. 

Just  think  of  all  the  personal  items 
ve  always  had  to  leave  behind 
ause  of  their  size,  shape  or  fragile 
ire.  Well  now,  just  about  anything 
in  reason  can  ride  with  you,  snug 
secure  within  one  of  Eclipse's  three 
irate  zippered  pockets  (or  in  its 
th  detachable  snap-on  pouch,  that 
bles  as  a  belt  bag). 
You  don't  sacrifice  a  single  millimeter 
assenger  space  or  add  even  the 
itest  riding  inconvenience  due  to 
pse's  low  profile.  And  because  it's  an- 


chored in  place  with  a  lOOO-pound-rated 
nylon  harness  and  soft,  friction  tank  pad, 
you  can  forget  about  it  shifting  on  you — 
even  over  bumps. 

An  8V2"  X  8V2"  clear  vinyl  map  case 
stitched  to  its  top  takes  the  struggle  out  of 
reading  a  course  while  you're  watching 
the  road. 

For  just  $49.50,  all  the  carrying  con- 
veniences you  could  ask  for  are  literally 
placed  within  arm's  reach. 

Recently,  to  satisfy  our  own  curiosity, 
we  actually  packed  everything  we  could 
into  this  flexilDle  800  cu.  in.  bag.  And  off 
into  the  sunset  went  a  rider  friend  of  ours 
with  the  following: 

1  down  vest,  1  Dry  Rider  rain  suit, 
1  Rugby  shirt,  a  hat,  a  pair  of  jogging 
shoes,  a  irisbee,  a  spare  tube,  1  helmet 
visor,  1  can  of  tire  inilator,  riding 

f loves.  1  Kryptonite  lock,  2 
ungee  coros,  2  wrenches  and  a 
screwdriver,  a  comb,  brush  and 
bottle  of  suntan  lotion,  and  eleven 
pieces  of  fruit. 

At  trip's  end,  not  a  single  seed 
was  found  out  of  place. 
Bred  from  a  car  tire. 

The  Eclipse  is  made^ 
from  a  very  special 
nylon  fabric  called 
Cordura®,  a  material  _ 
that  was  originally 
created  for  use  in 
multi-ply  automobile 
tires.  Feeling  much 
like  new  jeans  or 
duck  fabric,  it  pro- 
vides lightness  along 
with  remarkable 
strength — one  of  the 
reasons  the    convom  to  a 

Fnlir-icfi"  backpack  In  o 

ccupbe  minut*.  And  witri 

Its  tildden  under 
side  sle«ve,  also 
slides  over  sissy 
bars  and  Gold- 
wing  tank 


converts  to 
an  excellent 
backpack  as 
well.  (By  the 


tfatcttes. 


way,  polyurethane-backed  Cordura 
even  has  the  ability  to  seal  itself  after  most 
punctures;  much  like  self-sealing  tires.) 

All  Eclipse  pockets  close  with  two 
zippers,  allowing  entry  from  either 
direction.  Its  nylon  zipfDers  are  imper- 
vious to  corrosion  or  the  effects  of  tem- 
perature. Large  flaps  over  zippers  give 
added  moisture  protection. 

Thread  is  cotton  over  a  polyester  core, 
Polyester  for  strength,  cotton  for  water 
repellency.  Stitches  are  close  and  tight. 

Quick  release  buckles  allow  instant 
removal  of  the  bag  from  its  harness,  and 
gas  tank  access.  "These  are  made  from  a 
special  plastic  that  won't  even  crack 
under  the  head  of  a  hammer. 

All  things  considered,  we  can't  think 
of  a  better  answer  to  your  carrying 
needs  than  Eclipse.  And  we're  not  alone. 
CYCLE  Magazine,  in  a  recent  Product 
Evaluation  article,  thoroughly  tested  the 
product  and  called  it  "the  best  carrier 
we  have  ever  seen." 

The  Eclipse  comes  in  Royal  Blue 
and  Black.  Includes  a  no-time-limit  guar- 
antee from  the  manufacturer  covering 
defects  in  workmanship,  and  The 
'  Sharper  Image's  own  two- week  return 
privilege.  Order  yours  now  with  no 
.  obligation. 

Credit  card  holders  may  use 
use  our  toll-free  numbers.  Or  send 
check  for  $49.50  plus  $1.50  deliv- 
ery.  Add  $2.97  tax  in  California. 
Remember  to  give  the  operator 
your  choice  of  color. 

(800)  227-3436 

In  California  (800)  622-0733 

THE  SMRPER IIUUE 


260  California  St.,  Dept.  ET- 
San  Francisco,  CA  94111 
(415)  788-4747 
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CARB  STIX 


MERCURY 


CARBURETOR 
_  SYNCHRONIZER 

CARB  STIX  IS  the  most  accurate  and  convenient  to 
use  cartxiretor  synchronizer  availabte 
regardless  of  price. 

The  CARB  STIX  is  a  tool  designed 
for  the  perfectionist 

PRICED  RIGHT 
CARB  STIX  PRO  For  the  Professional 

$21.95 


•  Precision  bored  laboratory 
glass  capillary  tubing  assures 
extreme  accuracy 

•  Large  Clear  Columns 

Vbu  KNOW  when  the  carbs 
are  right  Gives  you  a  resolu- 
tion of  7  to  1  over  gauges 

•  Two  CM  Indicia  spacing  So 
you  know  when  you  re  within 
factory  specs  or  better 

•  Laboratory  grade  mercury 

(99.99%  pure) 
(.004%  non-volatile  residue) 


CARB  STIX  II  For  the  do-it-yourselfer 
J     -  -  SIMILARTOABOVEBUTALLPLASTIC 
CONSTRUCTION 


$17.95 


CARB  STIX  come  complete  with  adaptors 
to  fit  all  Japanese  and  European  Multls. 


Sarxj  chack.    Paser  Instrumenlatian  Inc 
ca«n  or  money   4913  West  Avalon  Drive  D 

ordvto  Phoenix.  AZ  85031  •  (602)  272-&444 


□    GARB  STIX  PRO       □    CARB  STIX  II 


GENUINE 

BMW  PARTS 

bU 70  DEALER  LIST 

Price  List  upon  request. 
Parts  shipped  anywhere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 


CORPORATION 

2328CliamplainSt,  N.W. 
Washington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


HOW  MUCH  GET  UP 
AND  GO 
GETS 


YOU  UP?, 

The  four-stroke ^^j^r 
vpeciali&tft  at  /^ij  ' 

powRoix  f 


POWROIX 
think  yoii  y- 


should 
have  no 
less  than 
you  want 
It 'a  there. 
Il'» 

youn.  We  encourage 

Canftdlan  direct  sales 


Srnd  for  our 
neu  Perform- 
ance Fact  Book 
and  Catalogue 
S3  postpaid 
(Individual 
Model 
Inform 
ation 
i2\  Dlftcovpr 
the  exact 
components 
fur  highest 
perlurmance  o( 
your  engine 

POWROIX 
PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS.  INC. 

HO  Bux  WtHiCWS 
Shevlin  PrtrU  Konil 
Bt-nd.  OK  97701 


it«  >Nr)A  •  YAMAHA  •  KAWASAKI  •  M  l/l  M        f      "V'  1 

OWROLL^ 


OFF-ROAD 


Mikt  t  Modtl 

Claimtd 
bim  Heratpowtr 

Suspsnsion 
Trawel 
Fnmt/RNr,  in. 

Curb  Woight 
(w/h<l4tank 
fuol),  lb. 

W*i(hl  bias, 
Froflt/Riar, 
p«rc«iit 

Trsnsinissii 
number  ( 
spMds 

DUitaco  oncrpa  i  jdu 

7-79 

20.  C 

O.J/ J.  J 

HJ.J/  JH.J 

J 

\_L.IVi 

5-79 

na 

11  ft/ 1 1  n 

Z  JU 

47 /^'X 
*♦  /  /  J  J 

Can-Am  370  Qunlifier 

5-79 

38 

\f\  ny  \n  n 

Zjo 

AA  1  ^A 
HO/ 

c 

J 

Lan-Am  ^du  iviA-*f 

3-78 

37.3 

1 

c 

J 

rionua  ^-kizjk 

6-79 

na 

II  n  / 1 1  n 

zuv 

0 

rlOnGa  AKZDU 

24.6 

Q  O  /7  Q 

o.o/  / .o 

JO 

e 

J 

Husqvarna  390CR 

3-11 

est.  41 

9.5/10.0 

233 

46.9/53.1 

6 

Husqvarna  OR390 

1-70 

na 

11.8/11.1 

245 

44/56 

6 

IVdWabaKI 

0-  /y 

26.9 

9.8/10.1 

ZUJ 

*♦  /  /  J  J 

o 

Kawasaki  KX250 

S  70 

J-  /  y 

40 

Il.O/ll.O 

230 

46/54 

5 

K.TM  250  MC-5 

1 1-78 

34 

10.5/9.0 

237 

46.5/53.3 

5 

IVldlCO  HUUVVtV 

1 1-77 

43 

9.0/9.0 

Z30 

An  y  ^1 

c 

J 

4-78 

48 

10.0/10.0 

238 

47/53 

5 

Montesa  Cappra  360 

1 1-78 

na 

10.0/10.7 

243 

46,5/53.3 

4 

Ossa  SP250 

8-77 

na 

6.9/5.0 

230 

45/55 

5 

Sachs  Hercules  GS250 

1-78 

32 

8.5/5.1 

266 

44/56 

7 

Suzuki  PE175 

9-78 

na 

8.9/9.0 

228 

46.5/53.5 

6 

Suzuki  DR370 

8-78 

na 

7.3/5.8 

270 

42.5/57.5 

5 

Suzuki  RM125N 

6-79 

na 

11.2/11.0 

204 

47/53 

6 

Suzuki  RM400N 

2-79 

na 

11.2/11.8 

236 

46.6/53.4 

5 

SWM  250GS 

4-79 

35.6 

10.0/10.0 

239 

45.7/54.3 

6 

Yamaha  YZ125F 

6-79 

na 

9.8/9.4 

200 

46/54 

6 

Yamaha  IT175F 

6-79 

na 

7.7/8.1 

241 

46.6/53.4 

6 

Yamaha  1T250F 

2-79 

na 

9.1/8.1 

258 

44/56 

6 

STREET 

Top 

Briking 

Quarltr- 

Sp««d 

uisiancv 

Piirh  WaicM 
uiim  fivigm 

riiat 
rUBl 

Mlle, 

ifter 

from 

(w/half-tank 

Consumption, 

Mik<  C  Model 

ItMK 

MC 

Vi  mi. 

60  mph,  ft. 

fuel),  lb. 

mpg 

BMW  K65 

12-78 

14.31 

104 

123 

455 

45.6 

dMW  KoU/7 

1-78 

13.72 

107 

IOC 

125 

486 

41.6 

BMW  K  lOOR  1 

6-79 

13.97 

102 

156 

550 

43.2 

uucati  uarman  vuu 

5-78 

12.98 

111 

134 

500 

>l  1  7 

41.7 

Harley-Davidson 

oportster  al^iuuu 

5-79 

13.98 

104 

1 AA 
1  w 

1 

j41 

JZ 

nonaa  LoojU 

2-79 

13.29 

110 

4  /4 

Ail  < 

48. J 

rionua  i„D/jUr 

6-79 

12.52 

123 

111 

jjU 

4  / 

nonaa  t.  da 

1-79 

11.36 

132 

IzU 

COA 
JOU 

39.2 

Monud  cajUU 

5-79 

13.99 

103 

1  A  < 

4  /J 

<  1  Q 

J  1  .O 

nonaa  oljuuu 

10-78 

13.52 

111 

1  JO 

AA  1 

04 1 

A")  n 
4z.U 

iionua  AL loj 

4-79 

17.81 

69 

1  A< 

Z4V 

1C  A 

/  j.U 

Honda  XL250S 

8-78 

16.56 

80 

149 

278 

60.0 

Kawasaki  KZ400 

1-79 

15.60 

91 

139 

386 

62.5 

Kawasaki  KZ650SR 

8-78 

13.40 

105 

136 

501 

45.9 

Kawasaki  KZ750 

9-78 

14.12 

104 

132 

506 

52.5 

Kawasaki  KZIOOO 

5-78 

12.10 

123 

135 

554 

42.7 

Kawasaki  KZI300 

4-79 

11.93 

139 

146 

695 

42.3 

Laverda  Zeta  500 

7-78 

14.05 

97 

123 

397 

38.9 

Laverda  Jota  1200 

9-78 

12.14 

124 

132 

527 

37.4 

Suzuki  GS550C 

4-78 

13.86 

104 

119 

466 

42.6 

Suzuki  GS750EN 

4-79 

12J2 

119 

141 

547 

45.2 

Suzuki  GSIOOOL 

7-79 

12.48 

122 

133 

536 

43.6 

Suzuki  SP370 

9-78 

15.59 

84 

137 

287 

52.1 

Triumph  Bonneville  750 

4-78 

13.86 

103 

126 

425 

42.0 

Yamaha  RD400F 

7-79 

14.18 

98 

131 

372 

44 

Yamaha  SR500 

1-78 

15.22 

90 

131 

383 

53.5 

Yamaha  XS750SF 

5-79 

13.33 

114 

144 

546 

43.6 

Yamaha  XSllOOSF 

2-79 

12.02 

129 

146 

584 

40.0 

Yamaha  XT500 

9-78 

15.19 

89 

137 

319 

51.0 

Missing  an  issue?  They're  available,  dating  back  one  year,  from  Cycle  World  Reader  Service,  Dept..  1  Fawcatt  Plac 
Greenwich,  Conn.  06830,  (or  $1 .50  each  plus  50t  per  order  for  postage  and  handling. 
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LM  HATS  02-105       SPECIFY  YOUR  CHOICE  OF  COLOR 


 S7.95  07-579   $7  95  07-577   $7  95  07-578   $7.95  07-581   $8.95  07-574   

OER  T-SHIRTS  Super  Hannah,  Marty  Smith  and  many  more.  Specify  Men's, 

vn's.  or  Kid's  Sizes:  S.  M,  L,  or  (XL— Men  only).  When  ordering  be  sure  to  include  part  number,  price,  and  size. 


JT  PLATE  NUMBERS 

Both  models  ore  available  in 
Block/Red,  Block/Yellow,  or 
White/Red  Trim.  All  come  In  a 
pock  of  ten  numbers. 
09-101  Fat  Numbers— for  those 
one  or  two  digit  low  plates  

i4.95/pack 
09-102  Skinny  Numbers  —  for 
those  three  digit  plates  

$4.95  pack 


JT  LEVER  LOVERS 

These  are  the  most  effective  mud 
guards  you'll  ever  own.  Constructed 
from  thick  polypropylene  piosfic  tor 
easy  ond  simple  Instollotion,  fhey 
keep  hands  and  levers  dry  and 
clean.  Popular  with  many  National 
riders  because  fhey  won't  sag  or 
nop  Includes  the  new  supemeat  JT 
insignia  Indicate  bike  brand  when 
ordering    $S.W/palr 


JT  DELUXE 
STICKIE  BAG 

29  'OUT-A-SIGHT"  big 
ones— count  'em  $7.95 


JT  STICKIE  BAG 

Basic  bog  full  of  15 
TRICK-O  Stickers.  $3.95 


. PATCHES 

)BCked  patches  can  be  sewn 
ining  worn  or  rode.  Machine 
tile.  Give  color  and  size 
adoring   S^6"  wide  $1  50. 
f  $1.30.  3W-wfcte  $1.20  ^ 


CING  CATALOG 

li'ith  more  1st  class 
25  plus  photos  of  your 
1  riders! 

M.OO  Foreign .  $7.00 


HANNAH  BOLT  BAG  " 

4  pairs  Of  Bolts  in  6",  7'. 
10"  and  14"  sizes  (1 
pair  each  sizeV  Pick 
from  white/blue, 
white/black,  black, 
white/red  or  yellow/ 
red   $3.95 


EM 


JT  WONDER  WAUETS 

Neat  nylon  wallet  is  lighit- 
weight  and  comes  in  tfiree 
"team"  colors.  Features  the 
"keeper  flap"  inside  to  keep 
your  credit  cords  and  money 
from  sliding  out  and  a  plastic 
Bs^^  picture  tiolder  for  all 
^^^^^    your  fondest 
^^ll^^^  memories. 
~  \v  Available 

SST.;^     )     now  in  Block/ 
J     Yellow,  Blue/ 
Tf,^tZ^     Yellow  or  Red 
Ig^i^  /Yellow  $7.95 


A 


BLACK  09-666 


BLUE  09-667 


irESS . 


SIATE- 


ZIP- 


\<1Monev  Odef  to  ovoid  deiav  in  shipping  Colrf  resjdenfs  odd  6%  soles  ton  AJi  foreign  orders  odd 
lOf  sr^ipping  chorges orid  rnust  be  prepaid  in  u  S  curroncv  For  super-fast  delivery  call  usat  (714) 
;071  All  orders  less  fhon  S10IX)  pleose  odd  S1  50  hondiirig  fee  AJlow  45k3civ  delivery  on  orders 
txS  wifti  persorvDI  checks  «  DO  rOT  ACCEPT  fvlASTER  CHARGE 


I  APPLIED  _ 
I3ENCLOSE0 
lotion  Dale  _ 


NUMBER  APPLIED  

( )  VI$o  ( )  Amer  Express 
Credit  Card  r4o   


PART  ' 


DESCRIPTION 


QTY     SIZE  COLOR 


AMOUNT 


If  additional  spoce  Is  required  when  ordering,  wrtte  down  tt>e  items  (tncludtrvg  quanfltv.  $l2e,  color  and 
amount)  on  a  separate  street  of  paper  &  send  with  this  coupon  Prices  sut>)ect  to  change  without  notice 

DEALER:  Send  For  Free  Catalog  On  Letterhead    TELEX  No.  697-869 


JT  RACING  USA  BOX  10,  BONiTA.  CA  92002 

303  W.  35th  Street,  Suite  D,  National  City,  California  92050 
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Honda's  Hot  XR  Enduros. 

The  Four-Stroke 
Advantage. 


XR500.  XR250.  XR185.  Honda's  lean- 
and-mean  XR  family.  Remember  them, 
because  they're  going  to  make  the 
world  of  enduro  competition  look — 
and  sound — a  lot  different:  four- 
stroke  different. 

Each  bike  was  designed  around  a 
total  concept — to  be  the  best  enduro 
machine  in  its  class — and  has  all  the 
trick  items  you'd  expect. 

Check  these  goodies:  Long-travel 
suspension  with  leading-axle  forks 
and  inverted,  lay-down,  gas-charged 
rear  shocks.  Aluminum-alloy  skid 
plates.  Tough  D.I.D.  rims  laced  to 
lightweight  conical  hubs.  Diamond- 
configuration  frames  that  increase 
rigidity  without  increasing  weight. 

The  XR  advantages. 

All  the  XRs  have  the  edge  in  Honda 
four-stroke  engineering.  Low-rpm 
torque  and  high-speed  power  take 


the  rough  stuff  in  stride,  with  the 
added  txDnus  of  Honda's  reputation 
for  four-stroke  reliability  Advanced 
technology  features  like  hot- 
sparking,  maintenance-free  CD 
ignition  systems  help  keep  this  off- 
road  trio  running  at  full  potential, 
and  make  the  most  of  superior  four- 
stroke  fuel  economy 

Each  of  these  Honda  enduros  has 
primary  kickstarting  with  automatic 
compression  release.  And  there's  a 
set  of  genuine  Honda  High  Per- 
formance Options  available  for 
each  engine. 

Exclusive  traction  tricks. 

When  it's  time  to  translate  power 
into  performance,  the  big  XRs  have 
an  exclusive  advantage:  Claw-action 
enduro  tires.  These  Honda-designed 
ground-grabbers  have  broad  knob 
faces  to  put  more  tire  down 
where  it  counts.  The  tread  cen 
ter  flexes  inward,  allowing  the 
claw-action  knobs  to  pene- 
trate and  grip  the  dirt  for 
t>etter  traction. 
And  only  Honda 
has  them  I 
Honda's  taken 
care  of  detail  items, 
too:  Folding  brake 
and  shift-lever  tips 
help  prevent  bent 
or  broken  levers  and 
shafts.  Tripmeters 
with  big  numbers, 
and  reset  knobs  you 
can  turn  while  wearing 
gloves.  Generous  tool 
kits  in  rear  fender-mounted 
bags.  And  combination 
headlight/number  plates. 

XR500:  New  king  of  the 
off-road. 

With  its  advanced  497  cc 
OHC  four-valve  engine 
and  long-travel 
suspension,  the  XR500 
looks  like  the  open- 
class  bike  to  beat.  It's 
got  more  muscle  than 
any  other  production 


enduro  four-stroke — 33.4*  hp  a 
6500  rpm — with  less  vibration, 
thanks  to  dual  engine  counter- 
balancers.  And  its  23-inch  front  ^ 
lays  a  longer  footprint  on  the  gr 
to  roll  over  obstacles  more  easily 
help  you  steer,  corner  and  brake 
ixner. 

There's  a  whopping  8.8  inche 
travel  up  front  and  the  shocks  a 
7.8  inches  of  rear-wheel  movem 
Ground  clearance  is  1 1  inches.  A 
dry  weight  is  only  271  pounds,  I 
four-stroke  in  its  class. 


):  More  of  the  same, 
Ighter. 

?w  24.6*  hp  five-speed  Honda 
)  gives  away  nothing  in  tech- 
^  and  features  to  its  bigger 
?r  And  it's  even  lighter  at  252.5 
Is  dry.  Like  the  XR500,  the 
)  was  developed  around  a 
h  front  wheel  and  OHC,  four- 
four-stroke  engine. 

S:  A  new  lightweight  tiger. 

ttle  beauty  might  just  teach  a 
lessons  before  the  season's 


over — especially  when  the  course 
demands  agility  The  six-speed  XR185 
weighs  only  216  pounds  dry — as 
light  as  its  major  two-stroke  compet- 
itors. Add  long-travel  suspension, 
1 1.2  inches  of  ground  clearance,  18* 
hp  and  claw-action  tires  and  you've 
got  a  machine  that'll  maneuver 
through  the  tight  stuff  like  a 
jackrabbit. 

The  new  Honda  XR  enduros. 
They're  really  at  home  in  the  dirt.  But 
right  now,  they're  at  your  Honda 
dealer.  See  him  today 


•SAE  net  taken  at  the  crankshaft. 
Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 
protection  when  riding.  Designed  for 
off-road,  operator  use  only.  Check  local  laws. 
Availability  and  specifications  subject  to  change 
without  notice.  For  free  brochure,  write. 
American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  IrK.,  Dept. 
CW89XR,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247. 
See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer. 
©I979AHM. 


HONDA. 

COfMCSTiKMVC/ 


aterial 


r  MAIL  ORDER 
/(  DIRECT  AND 

^SAVE  50%! 


SAVE  THIS  AD!  It  s  your  key  lo 
some  ol  the  best  savings  on  First 
Quality  Brand  Name  MX  mer- 
chandise! Call  us  Toll  Free  for 
our  complete  price  list! 


STEVE 
STACKABLE 

MX  PANTS 
$3450 


s&w 

SHOCKS 

COMP.$9Q50 


METZELER  TIRES 

43**>T515o 


CALL 
MR.  GOODBUY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR 
MOTOR-X 
NEEDS! 


SCOTT 
MX  BOOTS 

$144  SO 

MXL  BOOTS 

$119 


GOLDEN  ^Oe90 

SPECTRO  ^OO**" 

MOTOR  OIL  „,„^ 

(24)  MIX 


ELECTRO  PRO  AQ50 
HELMET 


BELL 
MOTO  III 

HELMET 

$8150 


OURY  HANDLE    $4  09 
BAR  GRIPS  ■ 


PRE  JETTED  $34 

RM125  34IVIM 


195 


CHAIN         ^  1  5> 

428  132L  (5?0)>19.95 


ALL 
SPROCKETS 

SUZUKI 
HUSKY 
MAICO 

$1995 


FRONT  SPROCKET  $5.50 


SPECIAL!  SUZUKI 
CONVERSION  KIT 
$2750 


125N 
520 


ABOVE  PRICES  DO  NOT 
INCLUDE  SHIPPING  CHARGES 

WORLD  CLASS 

PRODUCTS,  INC. 

P.O.  BOX  1845 
PONTIAC,  MICH.  48056 


pun  rr" 
SERVICE 

1 


ivict.*"*-  

,-800-521-4400 


RIDE 
AWARE 


MC3TORCYCLE  INDUSTRY  COUiMCIL.INC. 


MAIL  ORDER  DIRECT 

OVER  1.000 
MOTORCYCLE  ACCESSORIES 

For  Road,  Trail,  Competition,  Custom 
at  SUPER-LOW  DISCOUNT  PRICES 
Save  up  to  30%  AND  MORE! 
ALL  TOP  NAME  BRANDS 

SEND  $2.00  PLUS  50^  POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING  NOW 
FOR  YOUR  97-PAGE  CRAM-PACKED  1979  CATALOGUE!! 


THE  OUTRWEtL 

MAIL  ORDER  DIVISION 

570  South  Broad  Avenue  a7« 
Ridgefield.  N.J..  07657  (201)  945-5533 


N.Y.  SHOWROOM 

610  W.  57th  Street 
NEW  YORK,  N-Y.  10019 
(212)  581-2250 


HANNAH  HEADS  FOR  AN( 


Jimmy  Weineii  (21)  and  Danny  LaPort 
lead  Bob  Hannah  (1)  through  the  first  t 
Pontiac,  Michigan's  Silverdome  bet 
record  crowd  of  69,000  fans. 


Bob  Hannah  flies  off  a  jump  in  a  chargi 
will  carry  him  past  Marty  Smith  (7)  to  wi 
second  night's  Supercross  at  the  S\ 
double-header 


POMEROY'S  BETTER 
BULTACO 

American  Jim  Pomeroy  is  back 
factory  Bultaco  for  the  1979  2 
Motocross  World  Championship.  His 
chine,  as  debuted  in  the  first  round  o 
250cc  series,  features  reed  valve  indui 
and  a  gear  primary  drive,  radical  d< 
tures  from  previous  Bultaco  practice, 
repeat  of  the  problems  faced  bv  Pon: 
when  he  rode  for  Bultaco  several  years 
the  bike's  rear  wheel  came  apart  in  the 
moto.  Pomeroy  was  the  first  AmericE 
win  a  motocross  Grand  Prix  in  any 
placement  category,  doing  it  four  year 
in  Spain. 
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Illustration  t>y  T.  McEown 


-iterial 


CROSS  TITLE 

am  Yamaha's  Bob  Hannah  began  ihc 
;as()n  a  little  oH"  pace  as  usual,  but 
ly  set  oH  on  a  new  winning  streak  in 
■  MA  Toyota  Supercross.  Hannah  is 
n  his  way  to  taking  his  third  consecu- 
>upercrt>ss  C  hampionship.  After  an 
rrassing  last-lap  pass  by  Team  Ka- 
li's Jimmy  Weinert  cost  Hannah  the 
n  the  Daytona  Supercross.  Hannah 
back  with  a  vengeance  to  sweep  two 
le-headcr  weekend  events  inside  the 
ton  Astrodome  and  the  Pontiac 
dome. 

;  only  rider  who  could  get  close  to 
ah  in  the  Astrodome  was  Texan  Steve 

who  placed  second  behind  Hannah 

evenings.  Wise  was  riding  Team 
la's  new  long-stroke  RC  works  bike, 
/as  handicapped  by  mediocre  starts 
■)v  the  time  Wise  broke  free  of  the 
Hannah,  who  took  both  feature 

holeshots.  already  had  the  checkered 
in  sight,  in  Michigan's  Silverdome  it 
ilmost  another  story  as  Hannah  suf- 

mid-pack  starts  and  had  to  work  up 
ttle  Kawasaki's  Tommy  Croft  for  the 
me  night,  and  Su/.uki's  iVlark  Barnett 
ext.  Hannah  beat  them  both.  C  roft 
-iding  Kawasaki's  KX250  Uni-Trak. 
1  seemed  to  work  as  well  as  Hannah's 
y  developed  OW40  works  Yamaha 
)shocker. 

rnett  impressed  everyone  in  his  first 
rcross  race.  Su/.uki  had  not  allowed 
to  ride  in  earlier  events  for  fear  he 
t  injure  himself  and  jeopardize 
:es  of  success  in  the  outdoor  I25cc 
)nals. 

th  three  Supercross  scries  races  left, 
lah  held  a  huge  235  to  158  points 
itage  over  early  series  leader  Jimmy 
ert.  Jim  (iiunarsis 


WRITE  TO  PAT  HENNEN 

ce  fans  interested  in  writing  to  Pat 
lennen  can  address  their  cards  and 
i  to  139  Lake  Shore  Dr..  San  Mateo. 
.  94402.  Hennen.  the  man  Kenny 
Its  said  would  have  won  the  1978 
World  Championship,  crashed  heav- 
the  June.  1978  Isle  of  Man  shortly 
jetting  a  new  lap  record.  The  accident 
ennen  in  a  coma  for  1 1  weeks.  He  has 
remarkable  progress  but  is  still  work- 
1  a  full  recovery.  Q 


HIGHWAY  PERFORMANCE 
AND 
STABILITY 


If  you  are  going  to  buy  a  new  road  machine  or 
put  new  tires  on  your  current  bike  -  start 
out  right!  Give  your  tires  BALANCE 
PLUS®  and  get  the  benefits  of  a 
smoother  ride,  increased  tread  Hfe 
and  better  stability  and  perfor- 
mance for  the  life  of  your  tires. 
BALANCE  PLUS  *  is  a  unique 
chemical  compound  that 
centrifugally  balances  your 
tires  internally  as  you  ride. 

Stop  wheel  hop  . . .  get 
continuous  balance . . .  and 
smooth  out  your  ride  for 
better  handling  and  stability. 

THE  BIG  PLUS 

With  BALANCE  PLUS*  in  your  tube  or 
tubeless  motorcycle  tires,  you  can  be 
assured  of  added  safety  and  protection 
because  it  seals  most  punctures  and  rim 
leaks.  BALANCE  PLUS®  will  not 
'S|(^    ball  up  or  dry  out  and  is  completely 
'■^  «  '  water  soluble  --  harmless  to  rub- 
ber, metal  or  alloy  wheels. 


Send  50C  For 
Technical  Product  Information 
And  Decal. 


ADVnnCED  CYCIC  PRODUCTS 

3633  West  MacArthur  Blvd..  Suite  410.  Dept.  831 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92704  {714)549-8707 


^^^^  ^    cAiiToufR£i  ^'^Cs 


f  Ally 


800-423-5662 

HONDA  t  KtWUWI  PUTS  •  VIS*  •  MASTER 
CHUCE  ACCEPTED  •  ORDEIIS  FILLED  IN  74  HRS. 


Allyn-.  Hond./K.w.Mkl  ««  J„!f,'5iJ»  ,„„ 


^^^^^^^ 


BSA  TwilMlfc  NORTON 
BMW  ^'^SKH^USAONLY 

PARTS  SHIPPED  NATIONWIDE  DAILY 
NEW—  USED  —  RECONDITIONED 
I'No  catalogs    lusl  tons  ol  mMsi 

BMW.TRIUMPH  OF  OKLA.  CITY 

1925  N,  MACARTHUR  (405)  787-3440 
 Okla.  City.  Okla.  73127  


ovjm  inc.  LCMucno  iin  v^ULunruL 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Save  money!  Top  quality 
motor  cycle  and  high  speed 
clothing  with  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  clearly 
marked. 


D  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  tine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers"  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 


To;  D,  LEWIS  LTD  (Dept  CW),  120/122  Great 
Portland  Street,  London,  W1A2DL,  England. 
Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 .00. 

Name   

Address  
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iVe  welcome  your  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think  are  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  volui 
of  mail  received,  we  cannot  return  any  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service  "  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  keep  them 
brief  as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "Serv/ce. "  CYCLE  WORLD.  14W  Monrovia  Ave..  Newport  Beach.  Calif.  '^2663. 


TO  EACH  HIS  OCTANE 

An  item  in  your  May  issue  suggested 
ways  of  inixing  different  available  grades 
of  gasoline  to  obtain  approximately  98 
RON  (Research  Octane  Number)  for  mo- 
torcycles needing  leaded  premium  gas. 

How  about  engines  with  higher-than- 
'stock  compression  ratios?  Do  they  need 
more  lead  or  octane?  After  some  engine 
modifications  my  Norton  850  Commando 
has  a  c.r.  of  10: 1.  Is  the  suggested  mix  of 
three  parts  unleaded  premium  to  one  part 
regular  leaded  sufficient  for  my  engine?  Or 
is  an  octane  booster  (if  available) 
necessary? 

Tim  Gibbons 
Niagara  Falls.  Ont. 
You'll  have  to  e.xperiment.  The  method 
mentioned  does  work,  that  is.  mi.xing  gas- 
oline of  different  octane  ratings  results  in  a 
tank  of  fuel  with  an  octane  rating  some- 
where between  that  of  what  you  start  with 
and  what  you  pour  into  it. 

First,  though,  the  lead  content  isn't  the 


vital  part.  Lead  is  simply  an  additive.  Put 
lead  into  the  base  gas  and  you  rai.se  the 
octane  rating  of  that  base.  There  are  other 
(more  expensive)  ways  to  raise  the  octane 
rating,  so  you  can  have  an  unleaded  gas  with 
a  higher  rating  than  a  leaded  gas  has. 

Next,  an  engine's  c.r  is  only  one  factor  in 
its  octane  requirements.  Combustion  cham- 
ber design  is  another  So  is  camshaft  timing, 
and  so  is  the  ignition 's  advance  curve. 

As  a  rough  rule,  wild  camshafts  mean  you 
can  run  lower  grade  gas  on  the  .same  c.r 
because  the  engine  isn't  getting  its  full 
intake  charge  or  full  compression  when  the 
revs  are  low  and  the  engine  is  under  load.  A 
vacuum  advance  lets  you  use  a  high  c.r 
because  opening  the  throttle  retards  the 
spark  and  reduces  octane  demand.  The 
water-cooled,  high-rev.  high-compression 
Honda  CX500  uses  W  octane  no-lead,  for 
instance,  while  one  of  our  crew  has  a  bored 
XL250  that  demands  octane  premium, 
although  both  engines  have  10:1  c.r 

In  your  case,  the  Norton  engine  was 
designed  before  the  engineers  worried  about 


octane  ratings.  A  10:1  c.r  is  bordcrlim 
today's  W-ociane  RON  premium,  leat 
not.  We'd  suggest  you  try  the  mi.\  .  an 
doesn't  work  well,  retard  your  initial 
tion  setting  and  use  stiffer  advance 
springs  to  slow  down  the  rate  of 
advance. 

IN  SEARCH  OF  POWER 

I'm  planning  to  install  a  longer 
tion,  higher  lift  camshaft  in  my 
Stock  compression  ratio  is  9.5:1.  v 
yields  150  to  155  psi  on  my  compre 
gauge. 

My  mechanic  suggests  I  install  Ve 
pistons  of  1 1: 1  compression  ratio  to 
up  for  the  loss  of  pressure  incurred  b 
later  closing  of  the  intake  valve.  1  wu 
much  as  I  can  get  without  also  gett 
detonation  problem.  What  would 
suggest? 

Bill  Bowli 
Oakdale. 

IVe'd  suggest  caution.  Your  meet 
knows  his  theory.  As  mentioned  a 


HOOKER'S  GOT  IT  ALL . . . 


27023  4-1  Honda  CB  750  F&K 


Here  are  just  a  few  of  our 
most  recent  additions. 

•  27402  4-1  Kawasaki  KZIOOO  MKH 

•  27032  4-1  Yamaha  XSll 

•  27018  Honda  ATCllO 

•  26311  Honda  FL250  Odyssey 

•  27506  4-1  Suzuki  GSIOOO 

•  27508  Suzuki  SP370 


You've  just  bought  a  brand  new  cycle.  Ii 
beautiful.  Now  you  want  to  improve  pe 
formance.  What  do  you  do? 


BOOKER 


HEADERS 


Hooker  makes  the  best  high  performan 
exhaust  system  available  and  has 
system  to  fit  your  cycling  needs,  wheth 
for  race,  street  or  off  road. 


HOOKER  HAT  &  MUGI  NOW.  ORDER  DIRECTl 


You're  right.  I've  looked 
everyu^ere  and  couldn't 
find  the  original  Hooker  Hat 
or  Mug.  (Both  are  competi 
tion  yellow  with  the  world  fa 
mous  "[  Love  My  Hooker 
Headers"  red  logo.) 


So.  quick,  please  send  me 

 Hooker  Hal 

(Adjustable  Sizel  at  $6  75  each  $_ 
^_HooterMu3(16oz|al$625each  $_ 
TOTAL  $_ 


Name 


Address 
City  


.  State . 


-Zip. 


Master  Charge  Card  * 
Expire  Date  


-BankAmericard  Card  * . 


-Signature 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to  Hooker.  P  C  Box  4090.  1032  W  Brooks  S .  Ontano  Calil.  91 
Sony,  no  COD.  Freight  included  California  resklents  add  6%  saks  Ian  Offer  valid  lot  continental  USA  c 
Void  where  prohlbHed. 
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I NTRODUCI NG 

fTHE  ALL  NEVV(  4-WHEEL  DRIVE  TRU( 
IT'S  THE  SON  OF  A  LAND  CRUISER 

■..i^...^a...,.i^^..i...i^,..,^:«..ia.i.i.t.::>:ti..^ll.lflAte.imil^ 


[Toyota 

this.  Practical  size,  loyota  quality.  And  Toyota's  30  years  of 
I  experience  building  the  Land  Cruiser,  one  of  the  toughest 
•  4-wheel  drive  vehicles  going.  Good  reasons  why  we  call 
I  the  new  4-wheel  drive  truck  the  Son-of-a-Toyota  Land 
I  Cruiser 


Y( 


Now,  a  maneuverable  4x4 

The  Toyota  4-wheel  drive 
truck  is  trim,  agile.  And  those  sensible 
dinnensions  pay  off  on  narrow  trails. 
You'll  go  on  ahead  when  others  go  back  home 


Now,  a  well-equipped  4x4.  Toyota's  new  4-wheel  drive  Sport  Truck  has 
full  carpeting,  AM/FM  radio,  locking  front  hubs,  and  full  instrumentation- 
standard.  Tilt  steering  wheel  and  power  steering  are  available  options. 


Now;  a  tough  4x4.  The  2.2  liter  overhead  cam  engine  pumps  out  power  Drop 
the  transfer  case  into  "low"  for  tractor-like  torque  to  climb  a  boulder- 
strewn  path.  Tough,  That's  Toyota's  new  4-wheel  drive  truck, 
t's  available  in  3  models— Deluxe  Truck,  Sport  Truck,  and 

a  special  Black  Package  Truck  (all 
the  options  listed  above  as 
standard,  and  more). 

Shown  below  with  optional  rear  bumper,  sliding  rear 
window  and  owner  installed  wide  wheels  and  tires. 


^TSTbyola  Moioi  Sales.  Ul 


Hi-Performance 
Electronic  Ignitions: 
Thinlf 

DYNA  III"  Hl-Performance  Elec- 
tronic Ignition  Systenns,  manufactured 
by  K.V.  Products,  install  quickly  and 
easily  because  they  are  custom 
designed  for  your  motorcycle,  includ- 
ing color-matched  wires  Your  outdated 
points  and  condensers  are  replaced 


with  state  of  the  art  electronic  com- 
ponents that  provide  tune-up  fresh 
economy  and  performance  indefinitely- 
Whether  your  bike  is  used  for  touring, 
commuting,  or  racing,  it  can  benefit 
from  what  DYNA  III'  provides.  In  faster 
starts,  extended  plug  life,  and  all  the 
power  and  smoothness  you  expect 
from  it. 

Ail  DYI^  III-  systems  utilize  "Hall 
Effect"  magnetic  sensors  for  the  ulti- 
mate in  accurate,  reliable  timing.  Tim- 
ing is  Individually  adjustable  so  that 
you  are  not  locked  into  manutocturing 
errors.  It's  easier  and  faster  than 
adjusting  points,  and  you  only  have  to 
set  It  once  for  perfect  timing.  Best  of 
all.  it  will  stay  that  way.  no  matter  how 
far  you  ride.  The  electronic  module  is 
so  small  —  and  immune  to  extreme 
environments  —  that  it  can  be  mounted 
anywhere;  yet  It  provides  greater  high 
RPfVl  spark  energy  to  well  past  redline. 
and  It  does  it  reliably.  It's  the  combina- 
tion of  these  features  that  helped  Mike 
Bruso  set  a  National  Vi-Mile  Record  of 
164.84  fvlPH  In  8.82  seconds. 

In  addition  to  high  quality  and  high 
performance,  you  get  a  5-year  guaran- 
tee; so  before  you  spend  your  money  — 
compare  —  and  you'll  think  DYNA  III-. 


SUMMARY  OF  FEATURES 

TIMING:  Precise,  stable,  and 

individually  adjustable. 
COIL  VOLTAGE  RISE  TIME: 

Approximately  1 00%  faster. 
COIL  ENERGY  STORAGE  TIME: 

Increased  up  to  70% 
PLUG  UFE:  Extended  significantly. 
ECONOMY:  Tune-up  fresh  Reduced 

maintenance  costs. 
WARRANTY:  5  years 

INSTAUATION:  Easy  8<  direct 
No  special  tools,  drilling,  or 
wiring  modifications  required. 

BIKES  WE  FIT:  BM\N  ■  70  &  up. 
Harley-Dovldson  -  70  &  up, 
Honda  -  all  fours,  Kawasaki  - 
all  fours,  tVloto  Guzzi  ■  74  &  up, 
Suzuki  •  all  lours,  Yamaha  - 
RD350  400,  650  twins 


Suggested  retail  price  $98.50 
complete.  Send  50<^  for  brochure. 


Electronic  Ignitions 
ore  mfd.  by: 

K.V.  Products 
1062  E.  Cypress  St. 
Covina,  CalH.  91724 
213:  331-6202 


longer  camshaft  timing  means  less  pressure 
when  the  engine  is  running  helow  its  de- 
signed pow  er  hand.  A  nd  oj  course  as  the  revs 
go  up.  so  does  the  ahiliiy  of  the  engine  to  use 
less  octane  for  the  same  compression. 

Bui  there's  no  reason  to  go  too  far  The 
power  gain  hetween  10:1  and  11:1  won't  he 
w  orth  the  chance  you  'II  he  caught  without  a 
good  hrand  of  fuel.  Especiallv  now  that  the 
hesi  isn  V  as  good  as  it  w  as  and  we  sometimes 
must  buy  the  grade  they've  got.  or  walk. 
iVe'd  go  with  the  Venolia  piston,  hut  we'd 
order  them  in  the  10:1  c.r. 

STARVED  FOR  OIL 

I  have  a  1977  Kawa.saki  1000.  Lately 
when  drag  racing  the  oil  warning  light 
come.s  on  when  1  hit  second  gear  hard. 
How  can  I  fi.x  this?  (A  couple  of  my  friends 
have  the  same  problem.) 

Marty  Pavilonius 
Chicago.  III. 
It's  a  common  racing  problem.  Your  en- 
gine is  so  pow  erful  the  force  of  the  bike 
leaping  forw  ard  is  stacking  the  oil  into  the 
hack  of  the  sump.  Away  from  the  oil  pump 
pickup. 

Do  (his  often  enough  and  your  bike's 
w  rist  pins  will  gaul  and  .leize.  Becau.'ie  the 
drag  and  road  race  guys  out-run  their  oil 
easily,  many  of  the  racing  performance 
shops,  including  R.C.  Engineering,  and 
Yoshimura.  will  install  flapper  valves  to  hold 
oil  near  the  pickup.  Check  in  vourarea  for  a 
shop  dealing  with  racing  eiptipment. 


Avoitobte  at  yout  tovonle  cycle 
shop  i(  not.  ofder  difeci  — 
$2  OS  pet  tube.  ]  lot  $6  00 


DEAUK:  Wrie  tot 
FREE  lomple 


COMPETITION  CHEMICAIS  •  Dei 
PO.  Box  141  •  lovMi  Falls  \<jm 


USED  PARTS 

HONDA 
Suzuki  BSA 
Yamaha  Norton 
Kawasaki  Triumph 

CYCLE  SALVAGE  INC. 
172  Frontage  Rd., 
West  Haven,  CT  0651 6 
CALL  (203)  933-1 609 


SHOEI 


TOTAL  PRICES  —  WE  PAY  SHIPPIN 
Send  ctieck  or  money  order  —  No  COD's 
State:  Style.  Size  (Bell  6V4-7V<  -  Shoe!  XS.  S.  M.  L.  XI 
1st-2nd  Color  Choice.  Calit.  Res,  add  6%  lax, 

RT  MAG  II  STAR  120  MOTO  STA 
$47.95    $67.95      $75.95     $75.95  $83 


ZG  S-20  S-12  S-25  S-. 
$99.95    $49.95      $69.95     $49.95  $114 

■Ig"  PARTS  UNLIMITED  13273  Glenoaks  Blvd  / 
 SYLMAR.  CA.  91342  (213)  367-1246  CW' 


CYCLES  &  CARS 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Largest  Parts  and  Accessories 
Warehouse  in  the  Midwest 
Send  $1.50  for  Parts  &  Accessory  Catalog 
Refund  witti  purchase  over  $10 

carr'shond; 

6800  N.  Clark 
Chicago,  I L  60626  312-274-7777 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


Timberline 

CYCLE  TRAILERS 


2  or3  CYCLES 

Third  Rail  Optional 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  -  800  -  558-0446  I 
TIMBERLINE  TRAILERS  ' 

6864  Eastwood  Trail.  West  Bend.  Wl  5309S 
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quality  motorcycle  products 


by  your  nearest  dealer  and  see 
jmplete  line  of  accessories,  from 
ets  to  footpegs.  LOOK  and  examine 
closely.  For  years  we  at  CIRCLE 
sTRIES  have  maintained  a  high 
ird  of  quality  in  all  we  manufacture. 
Droduct  is  tested  under  rigid  spec- 
Dns,  assuring  it's  the  best  available. 

skin  package  them  showing  ex- 
what  you're  getting,  and  marked 
I  for  easy  identification.  So  next 
ou're  buying  motorcycle  accessories 
k  out  our  new  bright  blue  and  black 
E  INDUSTRIES  packages.  STOP, 
and  BUY  the  BEST! 

w  '  79  catalog  with  specs'  and  prices 
sprockets  and  many  other  products 
/  available  for  $1.  Send  for  your 
oday! 

CIRCLE 

INDUSTRIES 


17901  ARENTH  AVE./DEPT.  CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  OA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 


Pro  Stock 


conlinucd  from  pii^c  6.1 

ing  different  crankshaft  modifications, 
building  a  dry  sump  system,  looking  for  an 
improvement  that  might  yield  just  a  little 
quicker  E.T.  But  once  he  has  an  engine 
that  runs  as  he  thinks  it  should,  he  builds 
another  and  works  on  it  until  it's  faster 
than  the  engine  then  being  used.  Then 
Mines  swaps  engines,  saves  the  first  one  for 
a  spare,  and  begins  building  another.  That 
way.  if  anything  breaks  he  always  has  a 
good  spare  engine  ready,  yet  doesn't  risk  a 
known  combination  while  experimenting. 

On  the  R.C.  Engineering  dyno.  the  en- 
gine currently  in  the  bike  produces  a  sus- 
tained 175  uncorrected  horsepower  at 
I  \.m)  rpm  and  98  ft.  lb.  of  torque  at  8000. 
But  Mines  is  quick  to  point  out  that  dynos 
don't  agree,  and  usually  won't  show  the 
same  output  figure  for  the  same  engine 
under  the  same  conditions.  Mines  uses  his 
dyno  for  relative  horsepower  measure- 
ment. Me  runs  a  known  engine  combina- 
tion on  the  dyno.  notes  the  figures,  puts  a 
new  combination  on  the  dyno.  and  thus 
learns  whether  he's  going  backward  or 
forward  in  terms  of  peak  power  and 
powcrband.  According  to  his  dyno.  he 
built  20  more  horsepower  into  his  Suzuki's 
engine  over  the  course  of  the  1978  season. 

Mines  says  a  good  engine  will  last  a 
season  if  properly  maintained,  while  a 
cvlinder  head  will  last  indefinitely,  barring 
mishap.  What  must  be  frustrating  for 
Mines  is  the  fact  that  Vance  has  lost  two 
races  this  season  due  to  lluke  malfunctions 
of  auxiliary  components. 

Mounted  on  the  Su/.uki's  handlebars  is 
an  ordinary  household  electrical  extension 
cord  outlet.  When  Vance  gets  on  the  bike, 
he  inserts  a  household  electrical  plug, 
which  is  connected  at  the  other  end  to  his 
leathers  via  an  alligator  clip.  The  plug 
completes  the  ignition  circuit,  and  if  Vance 
fell  off  the  bike,  the  plug  would  be  pulled 
out  of  the  socket  and  the  ignition  turned 
off.  At  one  race  this  year,  the  plug  some- 
how came  out  of  the  socket  on  the  starting 
line.  Vance  was  out  of  luck  and  out  of 
precious  Pro  Stock  points. 

At  another  race,  there  was  a  last  minute 
delay  at  the  starting  line  just  before  Vance 
and  Mines  fired  up  their  bike.  The  ignition 
was  on.  and  Mines  had  just  squirted  raw 
gas  into  the  carburetor  velocity  stacks  to 
aid  starting.  Because  he  didn't  want  to  risk 
running  down  the  total-loss  battery  during 
the  wait.  Mines  pulled  the  plug  to  turn  off 
the  ignition.  When  the  circuit  broke,  the 
CDI  fired  one  spark  plug,  even  though  the 
intake  valve  was  open.  The  resulting  mis- 
fire bent  that  cylinder's  carburetor's  slide 
enough  that  the  slide  wouldn't  move,  and 
Vance  was  out  again.  At  that  race,  the 
winner  ran  9.48.  Vance  had  turned  9.16  in 
an  earlier  round. 

Flukes  or  no  flukes,  no  matter  who  wins, 
you  can  believe  this:  The  Vance  and  Mines 
Suzuki  is  the  quickest,  fastest  Pro  Stock 
drag  race  motorcycle  in  the  world.  S 


BOOTS 


Speciallv  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider, 
crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  for  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLO  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  height:  roomy  square  toe 

•  Harness  strap  with  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  leather  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  Scuff  resistant  leather  toe  cap 

•  Special  reinforced  steel  shank 
under  arch 

•  Oeep'Cleated  VIBRAM '  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand 
stained  brown  cowhide  with  black 
toe  cap 

«  Sizes  6  thru  14;  widths  B,  D.  E.  EE 


S79.S0  per  pair  plus 
S3. 00  postage  and 
handling 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  INC. 

Dept.  C96  P.O.  Box  468    Brockton.  Mass.  02403 


I  enclose  S 


Check     !  ]  Money  Order 


I  Or,  charge  my    ,  \  Bank Amencard  I]  Master  Charge 
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IBank  No.  , — , — , — _ 
(M/C)  1111 
m  Name  


Dale  I    1    I    I  I 


Address  

City,  State,  Zip  . 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


MOTORCYCLf  MECHANIC 
AMS 


"THE  CALIFORNIA  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  PROFESSIONALS" 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS,  INC. 

GO  WITH  THE  WINNERS! 

It  you're  serious  about  becoming  a  top-notch 
inotorcycle  mechanic  you'll  want  the  best  possible 
training  available.  You  can't  afford  second  best 
and  neither  can  we.  If  you  think  you  have  what  It 
takes  to  become  a  ^■u>^e44uuut( 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-423-4678 

Calif.  Residents  Call  Collect  (213)  944-0123 

 OR   MAIL   COU  PON  ----------  - 

RESIDENCE  SCHOOL    :    HOME  STUDY 
AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS 
10025  Shoemaker  Ave.  •  Santa  Fe  Spgs,  Ca  90670 


NAME. 


ADDRESS . 


.AGE. 


.PHONE 


Street        City      State  Zip 

CW. 
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ILax  AIRCRAFT 

Mechanic 


ENJOY  A 
REWARD- 
ING CAREER  right  out  of 
school.  Find  out  how  you  can 
qualify  for  an  ivlatiofl  career  with 
great  opportunities,  eicHemenl,  and  the 
respect  of  your  community.  Approved  for 
Veterans.  Financing  available  to  others. 

Lcenicd  by  Oklahoma  Board  of  PrivaTe  Schools 


.  in  17  months.' 


SPARTAN  School  of  Aeronautics  Dept.  EB079 
International  Airport,  Tulsa.  OK  74151 

Name  Age  


Address  _ 
City. 


Ptione 


-State. 


Jip. 


□  Ch«ck  here  if  elicibte  for  G  l-  Bill  Benefits 


®  WINDJAMMER-IV 


TOTAL  raa  maUDES: 
HARDWARE  &  SHIPPING  »5)<25a'o 

POr  VENTS.  STUPING,  UCHTEt.  STANDAtD  EQUIP. 
OPTIONS:      MOiNS  >2I.9S  .  OUAHn  LIGHT  t21  VS 

■  COlOe  MATCH  t»9.95 
LOWERS:  ISTMPINC  INCL.I  t6«.93  .  COlOa  MATCH  S799S 
TO  OKW  STATE,  YEAa.  MAKE.  MODEL  OfHONS  t  C010« 
1  SEND  CHECK  IK  MONET  0«Oei  I  CA   BES  MCL  6%  SALES  TAX  ) 

PARTS  UNLMITED  cw 
13273  GLENOAKS,  SYLMAR,  CA.  91342 
Credt  Card  Orders  Ptione:  |213|367-1246 


& 


Parts.  Mail  Order  Service  Worldwide 

1010 Sunrise  Highway 

Amityville.  NY  11701  PVPI  P  PITVlnn 
Call  516  842  5771        \J  I  ULl.  Ul  I  I  KK. 


COMPLETE  $219.95 


•  Mounting  Bracket 

•  All  Fiberglass 
>  Windshield 

•  Running  Lights 

•  Turn  Signals 

•  Pocket  Covers 
w/Pouch 


•  Pocket  Liner 

•  Lighter 

•  Black,  White,  Silver 

•  Polyurethane  Paint 

•  Decals 

•  9-pin  Wiring 
Harness 


Optional.  Saoie  windshields  as  below  tor  Lee's 
Stan,  same  price 


REPLACEMENT  WINDSHIELDS 
FOR  WINDJAMMER  FAIRINGS' 

Standard  Size  24.95 

Standard  Size  w/Snap  Vents  29.95 

Extra  Tall  Size  2"  27.95 

Extra  Tall  Size  wfSnap  Vents  34.95 

Hand  Savers  29.9S 

Lower  Wind  &  Rain  Guards  1 3.95 


Iee'S.  a 

^^^^^^^^^  ,xWR*-V*'Sr^ 


master  chaige 


B/MNAMERIURa 


P.O.  BOX  5882,  TUCSON,  ARIZONA  85703 
WRITE  OR  CALL  (602)  294-5875 


Advanced  Cycle  Products  93 

Allyn's  Honda /Kawasaki   93 

American  Honda   5,  12-13,  90-91 

American  M/C  Inst  9-21 

American  M/C  Mechanics  School   14 

American  M/C  School  Inc  97 

ARAI  Helmets  18 

Bates  Leathers  23 

Bel-Ray   14 

BMW  Motorcycles  11 

Brooks  Leather  Co  85 

Brown's  Plating  Service  51 

Capital  Cycle  Corp  88 

Carl's  Honda   98 

Carr's  Honda    96 

Castre   15 

Castrol  Cover  3 

Chevrolet  Truck   57 

Circle  Industries  97 

Competition  Chemicals   96 

Continental  Motosport  98 

Crawford  House   97 

Cycle  City  98 

Cycle  Salvage  96 

Datsun  7 

Dyna  III   96 

Equalean  Sidecars  10 

Ford  Truck  26 

Fram  Corp:   9 

Frank  98 

Arthur  Fulmer  84 

B.  F.  Goodrich  (regional)  89 

Harley-Davidson  17 

Honda  of  Mineola  81 

Hooker  Headers   94 

Intercontinental  Lubricants   10 

J.  T.  Racing  (regional)   89 

Kawasaki  25 

Langlitz  Leathers   98 

Lee  Riders  62 

Lee's  Rider  &  Cycle  Access  98 

D.  Lewis  Ltd  93 

Marlboro  Cover  4 

Martek  Products  86 

Michelin  79 

Newport  Cigarettes  76 

Norfolk  M/Cs   98 

North  American  School  51 

Outrider  92 

Parts  Unlimited   96,  98 

Paser  Inst./Carbstix  88 

Phantom  Rider  24 

Powroll  Performance   88 

Racers  Supply   98 

Radiator  Specialty   16 

RC  Engineering   82 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Winston  Cover  2 

Road  Rider  Magazine  98 

Ross  Seeley  Racing   98 

Sharper  Image   87 

Spartan  School  98 

Star  Brite   45 

Stick-Em  Up   51 

STP  Carb.  Cleaner  8 

Timberline  Trailers  96 

Toyota   95 

Tracy  Design  16 

Triangle  Supply  98 

Tri-Flon   6 

Triumph  of  Oklahoma  City  93 

Turtle  Wax  61 

U.  S  Suzuki    22.  72 

UST  Inc  39 

World  Class  Products  92 


-mm 

900  S.S.—  500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINENTAL  MOTOSPORT . 

893  King  St.  W  (CW8  — Sherbrooke,  O 

Canad^l1£^b^0233_^Xataloj^ 


ROAD  RACERS  —  CAFE  RAC 

RD350/400,  Honda,  Kaw,  Suz  &  o 

Road  Race/Cafe  lairings,  seats,  tanks,  pipe 
RR  t>oots  &  gloves.  Special 
hardware,  racing  braK 
many  other  hard  to  fine 

New  (979  Catalo 

Racars  Supply,  D« 
6959  Van  Nuys  Blvd.,  VN,  CA 


CARL'S  HONDA 

Dl¥.  of  Cart'a  Wotorcpcf*  SafM  liyc 
Orar  50  Vaan  ot  Strvic* 

•.r^.-Q5.-»^  24  HOUR  COMPUTERIZE 
^^^^       PARTS  AND  ACCESSORIES  SER\ 

CATALOGS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ANY  HONDA 

TOLL  FREE 

:7rr,s:  800-221-7508 


BSA  Parts 

Kawasaki  Part: 

SHIPPED  SAME  DAY 
NORFOLK  Box  81,  Rte  lA 

MOTORCYCLES    Norfolk,  MA  020 
Call  (617)  384-7 


Road  Rider  magazi 


for  ikc  \i 


torciiclist 


ourinq  moiorcij 

$15  for  12  issues,  or  $1.50 
for  sample  copy  to:  RR, 
P.O.  Box  678,  Dept.  W, 
South  Laguna,  CA  92677 


ROSSSEELEY  RAONG  CO 

Road  raciny  and  cdfe  racing  equipment  for 
discerning  rider  desiring  (he  best  available  R 
sets,  clip  ons.  fairings.  Seeley  frame  kits 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  catalog 
Norton         Ducati         Seeley  Cot 
Read-Titan       John  Tickle  Triumpl 
Mont  Vernon  St.,  Milford.  N.  H.  030! 
1-603-673-6334 


390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5.( 
•  ACCESSORIES  • 
*  PARTS  •  MANUALS  • 

XmirTL  MOTORCYCLE  WPPL 
TRIANQLE  qo16  W.  Olwrsey  Ave. 

\y  Chicago.  III.  60639 

O  24  Hr.  Tel.  S«r.  CALL  (312)  237-1] 
HOHChOOOO^OOCNCHMOCKaoOOOOOfiKC 


THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  CLOTHI 

IN  THE  WORLD  The  finest  custom 
made  leathers  for 
pleasure  or  sport  r 
Factory  direct  onl 
Catalog  available. 
Sand  »t.DO  for  NEW  CATJ 
(Refund  on  fim  ontaf 

2443  S.E.  DIVISION, PORTLAN  D.  ORE  97 


FORKING  BY  FRANK 

Fin*  fori!  tutMS,  springs,  ctbles, 
braces,  hosas,  kickstarKls.  Any 
length.  Including  stocli  and  under. 
Precision  machined  from  ultra- 
lonically  test«<)  steel.  Eaey  to 
install,  complete  kits. 
312-W9-6792. 
FRANK  M7Pitner, 

Evanston,  IL  60202 
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\IEW  IDEAS 


TURTLE  NEK-SAVER  JERSEYS 


'ant  to  woo  the  honeys  in  the  pits  and 
eel  your  neck  on  the  track?  Tr\  a 
ble  fold  turtle  neck  jersey  from  DG. 
y  are  made  from  poly-cotton  blend 
jrial.  pre-shrunk  and  color  fast.  Cus- 


loiu  luimlicis  and  Iclierinii  are  also  avail- 
able. For  S2I.5().  from  DG  Performance 
Specialties.  C'W-8.  1170  Van  Home  Rd.. 
Anaheim.  Calif.  92806  or  phone  (7 14)  630- 
5471 


GYPSY  SCOUT  MOTORCYCLE  RADAR  DETECTOR 


The  Gypsy  Scout  is  a  radar  detector 
designed  specifically  for  motorcycles  and 
engineered  to  tolerate  moisture,  vibration, 
and  wide  temperature  extremes. 

The  unit  will  detect  police  radar  from  a 
distance  of  2  to  4  mi.  on  both  Xand  Kbands 
and  will  delect  the  new  pulsed  radar 

A  red  warning  light  and  a  loudspeaker 
warn  the  u.ser  of  impending  traps.  All 
mounting  hardware,  wiring  and  instruc- 
tions come  with  the  detector.  Price  is 
SI 09.25  from  Highwav  Drydock  Corpora- 
tion. CW-8.  C.  J.  F.'  Ventures.  P.O.  Box 
2522.  Petaluma,  Calif.  94952.  Phone  (707) 
763-8241. 


CLC  MOTOCROSS  SEAT  COVERS 


he  new  CLC  motocross  seat  cover  line 
1  GSM  can  help  cure  the  look-alikes. 
V  are  made  from  expanded  vinyl  in 
tone  colors,  installation  time  is  only 
ninutes  as  they  slip  over  existing  pad- 
CLC  covers  are  available  for  Suzukis 
vellow  and   blue  (RM80  throuah 


RM400).  Hondas  in  red  and  yellow 
(CR125  and  CR250).  Yamahas  in  vellow 
and  black  (YZ80  through  YZ40d)  and 
Maicos  in  red  and  yellow  (all  models). 
Price  is  $19.95  from  Graham's  Sheet 
Metal.  CW-8.  13026  Raymer  St..  No.  Hol- 
Ivwood.  Calif.  91605 


SIMPSON  SUPER  X-1 


The  Super  X- 1  is  designed  for  motocross 
and  ofV-road  competition.  It  ofi'ers  protec- 
tion for  the  nose,  mouth  and  chin.  The 
Simpson  helmet  is  notched  at  the  sides  to 
help  avoid  contact  with  collar  bones. 
Simpson  calls  these  notches  clavical  col- 
lars. The  front  guard  is  slotted  for  added 
air  tlow  and  cheek  pads  are  used  to  reduce 
rocking.  .'\  live-snap  helmet  bill  is  pack- 
aged with  each  helmet.  Colors  are  red, 
black  and  vellow.  The  X-l  passes  both 
DOT  and  .Snell  75  tests.  Price  is  S99.3I. 
Contact  Simson  Sports,  CW-8,  22630  Nor- 
mandie.  Torrance.  Calif.  Phone  (213)  325- 
3575 


FULL  DRESS  COVER 


Ihe.se  co\ers  til  all  nu)ioic\clcs  with 
fairings,  sissy  bars  and  full  luggage  packs, 
with  forks  locked  in  any  position.  Alu- 
mini/.ed  panels  ensure  against  damage 
from  hot  exhaust  pipes  and  the  cover  is 
available  in  a  waterproof  polyester  tir  can- 
vas. Price  is  S44.95  from  Dow  Canvas 
Products.  CW-8,  2705  Calumet  Ave.,  Man- 
itowoc. Wis.  54220 
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Castrol  and 

winning 
motorcycles 
together 
are  a  part 
of  history 

THE  NO.  1  OIL  WITH  CYCLISTS 

Castro/ 

ENGINEERED  FOR  PRECISION  ENGINES 

Burmah-Caslrol  Inc  Continental  Raza  Hackensack  NJ  07601 


Hi! 


Warning;  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Deieriiiuied 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


Marlboro  Red  or  Longhora  1001 
you  get  a  lot  to  like. 


Kings:  17mg"tar;'1.0  mg  riicotine- 
1 0O's:  1 8  mg'  'tar!  '1.1  mg  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette,  RC  Rep 
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UPFRONT 


by  Allan  Gird! 


Man  knows  what  he's  doing,  riding 
the  right  side  of  the  left  lane,  ready  to  m< 
away  from  whatever  moves  too  close.  I  ti 
in  behind  and  to  the  other  side  of  the  Is 
and  we  move  from  the  city  street  onto 
interstate.  Steady  speed,  in  the  slower  1; 
as  the  crazies  nail  the  gas  and  leap  into 
fast  lane.  This  place  is  a  pigeon  shoot 
the  state  troopers. 

Another  route  change,  from  east! 
south  and  I  follow  at  a  safe  distance  wH 
the  BMW  begins  to  work  across  the  p 
tern.  We  enter  from  the  right,  agai 
traffic  that's  working  to  the  right  for 
airport  exit  while  we  want  to  be  on  the  1 
so  we  won't  get  squeezed  by  the  cro 
leaving  the  airport. 

Nicely  done.  The  Beemer  and  I  m< 
left  just  before  a  gal  in  a  little  coupe  mq 
into  our  path.  She  didn't  see  us.  Die 
look.  even,  but  when  you  pay  aitenti 
which  for  a  road  rider  is  another  wa\ 
saying  Staying  Alive,  you  come  to  se 
these  threats  before  they  get  .serious. 

Into  the  fast  lane  we  go.  keeping  stal 
with  the  BMW  in  the  lead,  in  theleft  I 
of  the  lane  and  me  in  the  right  half  G 
me  a  better  view,  I  think. 

A  twin.  I  mean  a  twin  Twin,  anoi 
CX500.  I'd  recognize  that  funny  lank 
washing-machine  motor  anywhere.  E 
has  a  'Jammer  fairing  and  no  lugg; 
Man  must  be  .so  important  an  executive 
doesn't  need  to  take  his  work  home, 
helmet,  silver  riding  suit.  Wheels  of  N 
maybe.  Another  rider  who  knows  be 
than  to  trust  that  spring  has  come. 

He's  in  the  middle  lane  so  as  1  i 
past— installed  the  Jardine  mufflers, 
turn-outs  just  yesterday-I  pull  in 
clutch  and  give  him  a  couple  blasts  of 
pipes.  He  looks  over,  recognizes  that  w 
I'm  saying  is  .  .  .  Ain't  the  CX500  n 
And  look  at  my  new  exhaust!  He  i 
back. 

Riding  in  the  right  of  the  left  lane  gi\ 
good  view,  forward  and  back.  There 
headlight  growing  in  the  right  mirro 


SOMEONE  LIKE  ME 

ear  the  end  of  his  letter,  a  man  who 
likes  old  bikes,  our  stand  on  helmets 
and  this  magazine  writes  "You  sound  like 
my  kind  of  biker."  Which  is  a  nice  thing  to 
hear.  And  yet.  1  wonder  if  the  credit 
shouldn't  be  wider  than  that  .  .  . 

Friday  afternoon,  quitting  time  and  I'm 
headed  out  of  the  industrial  park  where  we 
have  our  modest  shop.  From  behind  the 
neighborhood  exotic  motorcycle  store 
come  two  riders,  young.  I'd  guess  mechan- 
ics. One  has  a  machine  so  modified  with 
sissy  bar.  fat  tire,  stepped  .seat  and  kicked- 
out  forks  that  I  can't  tell  what  it  used  to  be. 
Honda  CB350  is  my  guess. 

The  other  guy  has  a  clubman  XL250, 
with  low  bars,  dropped  suspension,  low 
pipe  with  SuperTrapp.  and  big  Mikuni 
wearing  a  foam  sock.  As  they  roll  up  to  the 
stop  sign  in  front  of  me.  he  reaches  down 
and  fiddles  the  carb.  Sounds  fine  from 
here.  I  like  to  think  he  reads  all  the  tuning 
and  engineering  books  he  can  find  and 
that  I'm  looking  at  the  Bill  Werner  of 
Tomorrow. 

From  the  left,  a  copsickle.  Kawasaki 
1000  with  floorboards  and  windshield. 
This  intersection  exerts  some  sort  of  lure 
and  the  motorcycle  .squad  spends  a  lot  of 
time  here.  I  see  him  nearly  every  day.  Once 
he  was  at  the  Kawasaki  store  when  I  was 
and  he  noticed  that  my  registration  had 
expired.  Lucky  we're  on  private  property, 
he  said,  or  I'd  have  to  write  you  up.  Then 
he  rode  out  of  the  place  and  turned  right.  I 
rode  out.  turned  left  and  got  my  registra- 
tion brought  up  to  date.  I  don't  know  him. 
he  doesn't  know  me.  not  by  name,  but  I 
think  of  him  as  a  friend. 

In  the  righthand  lane  now.  a  Yamaha 
650,  that  nice  rich  green  color.  Man  looks 
young,  or  is  it  that  I  figure  you  gotta  reach  a 
certain  age  before  you  appreciate  the  clas- 
sic simplicity  of  a  Twin?  Probably  me. 

Lotta  bikes  today.  We  are  in  the  midst  of 
a  gas  shortage  and  50  mpg  suddenly  means 


getting  to  and  from  for  several  days  on  a 
fill-up.  Two  young  riders  on  a,  hey.  an 
SL350.  the  Twin  with  high  exhaust  pipes. 
Is  It  A  Dirt  Bike?  this  magazine  asked 
once.  I  don't  think  we  thought  it  was.  but 
not  many  weeks  ago  I  saw  a  rider  in  the 
de.sert.  having  a  good  time.  Sometimes 
you're  better  off  not  reading  the 
magazines. 

Nice  shape,  this  one.  I  roll  alongside  and 
check  out  the  paint  and  the.  well,  silly 
exhaust  system.  Always  did  like  that  en- 
gine. The  rider  looks  over  at  me  and  I  avert 
my  eyes.  I  can  signal  the  ea.sy  stuff;  your 
turn  signal  is  on,  your  rear  tire  looks  low. 
you  are  about  to  shed  your  saddlebag  and 
so  forth,  but  I  don't  have  sign  language  for 
Neat  oP  scooter,  pal.  I  don't  want  him  to 
think  I'm  looking  down  at  him. 

The  left  lane  is  the  fast  lane  as  we  reach 
the  edge  of  town.  Up  from  behind  comes  a 
BMW  R80.  Older  man.  Guess  he  must  be 
an  executive,  because  there's  a  briefcase 
bungee-corded  on  the  luggage  rack.  Small 
fairing,  early  Shoie  I  think.  Crash-bars- 
strike  that.  So  as  not  to  hint  at  promises  of 
safety  they  are  formally  known  as  case 
guards— and  highway  pegs.  Huh.  Well, 
why  not?  Better  than  puuing  your  feet  on 
the  cylinders. 
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New  Model  Premieres 

CB750F,  CBTSOK,  CX500C  CM400X  NCM  MMl  moreb 


Hot.  And  reacly  to  roll  in  August. 


citement  riinslilgli  when 
!w  models  are  about  to  be 
eased— especially  when 
ey  re  new  Hondas!  It's 
rd  to  wait  for  a  year-end 
rtain  call,  so  we  re  unvell- 
3  our  most  popular  street 
achlnes  ahead  of  schedule. 

e  new  model  year  Is  slated 
start  at  your  local  Honda 
aler  In  early  August;  and 
th  It  some  exciting  new 


1980  models,  like  the  CB750F, 

CB750K,  CX500C,  CM400T,  and 

NC50  Express^  with  more 
to  come. 

Changes  abound.  From  tech- 
nological refinements  to 
dynamite  new  styling  treat- 
ments. And,  of  course,  they're 
wrapped  up  In  new  1980 
Honda  colors  and  graphics, 
in  looks  and  performance, 
the  best  In  street  machinery 


promises  to  be  the  best  ever! 

so  get  on  down  to  your  local 
Honda  dealer,  and  be  the 
first  In  line  to  see  the  first  of 
the  1980  Honda  line.  They're 
gonna  go  fast! 

'Selected  models  only. 


COINCSTRONC! 


Mways  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  protection.  Release  dates  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Availability  may  be  limited.  See  Yellow  Pages  for 
nearest  Honda  dealer.  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,lnc..  Dept.  CW99N,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247.  ©  1979  AHM. 


HeHa 

H4  Halogen 
headlamp, . . 
f  00%  more 
light 

The  first  H4  Halogen 
lamp  designed  specifi- 
cally for  motorcycles. 
Double  the  light  output  of 
conventional  headlamps. 
Replaces  7"  and  5%"  sealed- 
beam  units.  Conversion  takes 
only  a  few  minutes.  $32.00  ea. 

Hella  Dual-Trumpet 
Air  Horn 

Harmoniously  blended  twin- 
tone  horn  kit  for  12V  system. 
$34.00  pr. 

Hella  Halogen 
Driving  Lamps 

Model  155 

Ultra-thin  reflector  case. 
Heavy  gauge,  chrome-plated 
steel  complete  with  cover. 
Ideal  for  motorcycles. 
$40.00  ea. 

Hella  Sports  Mirror 

Streamlined  styling.  Unbreakable,  completely  rustproof  material. 
In  Rally  Black.  Brilliant  Chrome,  Stratochrome.  $26.00  ea. 

Send  $1.00  today  for  color  '78-'79  Hella  Catalogue, 
and  the  name  of  your  nearest  Racemark  dealer. 

Exclusive  U.S.  Importer:  Racemark  International 


P.O.  Box  82-C 
Burnt  Hills,  N  Y.  12027 
Phone  518/399-9106 
Telex:  145-382 


^acemark 

Quality  that  Performs 


A  CAREER  WITHOUT  COlUGi?  YES! 


BE  A  PROFESSIONAL  IN  THE  CYCLE  AND  MARINE  INDUSTRY!  -^fP"  T 


MACHINE  LABl 


MOIORCVCIE  ENGINE  LAB 


FOR  FREE  INFORMATION: 


Name:  

Street:  

City:  State: 

Phono: (  )  


-Zip:. 


Age: 
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Castrol  and 

winning 
motorcycles 
together 
are  a  part 
of  history 

THE  NO.  1  OIL  WITH  CYCLISTS 

Castrol 

ENGINEERED  FOR  PRECISION  ENGINES 

Burmah-Castrol  Inc  Contrnental  Plaza.  Hackensack.  N  J  07601 


mmmlm 


PIERCE  AT  DAYTONA 

Regarding  the  Daytona  coverage,  it  was 
slated  in  several  articles  that  Ron  Pierce's 
bike  sufiered  mechanical  ditticulties  dur- 
ing the  last  lap  of  the  Bell  100  Daytona 
superbike  race. 

This  morning  we  found  this  to  be  un- 
true. We  discovered  that  it  had  been  an 
electrical  problem  rather  than  mechanical. 

Because  of  the  small  amount  of  time 
between  Daytona  and  the  LeMan  24-hour 
endurance  race,  which  we  entered,  we  were 
unable  to  determine  the  real  cause  of  the 
problem  until  this  time. 

•Fujio  Yoshimura.  Vice  President 
Yoshimura  Research  & 
Development  of  America 

SURVEY  INTEREST 

As  a  subscriber.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
your  consumer  survey  results.  I  plan  to 
participate  when  you  survey  the  kind  of 
motorcycle  I  own. 

Along  with  the  computer  testing,  the 
results  of  your  survey  certainly  keep  your 
magazine  as  a  leader  of  interest  among 
motorcycle  magazines. 

Dick  Hartman.  Amsoil  Dealer 
Vista.  Calif 


O'GAFFNEY  REFUTED 

I  would  like  to  gently  refute  O'Gatfney's 
claim  (".Around  the  World  in  79  Days." 
June  issue)  that  he  was  .  .  the  first 
American  to  enter  China  b\  road  since 
1948.  and  the  first  ever  on  a  motorcycle." 
Robert  Edison  Fulton  Jr.  described  his 
around  the  world  journey  on  a  motorcycle 
in  his  book  One-Man  Caravan  which  was 
published  in  1938. 

On  the  latter  part  of  his  journev.  Fulton 
dro\e  his  Dt)uglas  motor-works  of  Bristol 
made  motorcycle  (750  lb.,  six  horsepower, 
two-cylinder,  horizontallv  opposed  engine 
was  all  the  description  Fulton  provided 
besides  the  photographs  in  the  hook )  from 
Hanoi.  Vietnam  up  to  Yuunan-Fu  in 
China.  He  later  sailed  to  various  Chinese 
ports  and  drove  inland  from  Shanghai. 
From  the  photograph  provided  in  Cycle 
World.  Fulton  travelled  considerably 
lighter  than  did  OXialfnev. 

■  Bill  Allen 
Victoria.  Texas 


A  few  comments  on  your  June  issue 
regarding  the  BMW  R  100  test  and  regard- 
ing Ernest  O  Ciatfney. 

First,  the  Beemer.  As  the  ow  ner  of  a  late 


"77  R 100-7.  let  me  say  that  I  thought  \ 
test  was  one  of  the  most  fairly  objec 
reports  I  have  read  vet  on  a  big  Bimr 
You  didn't  pull  any  punches,  praised 
machine  for  what  it  does  so  well 
pointed  out  its  shortcomings  in  are. 
doesn't  do  so  well. 

My  own  BMW  has  the  Vetter  SS  fair 
with  lowers.  European  police  from  fen 
Lester  wheels,  and  Krauser  36  liier  V 
and  top  box.  Heavy  duty  suspension,  fi 
and  rear,  installed  by  the  dealer  at  tim 
purchase  completes  the  package.  1  also 
the  gearing  overall  lowered  to  4.64: 1 
having  installed  the  34/ 1 1  rear  end. 
gives  belter  mid-range  punch,  better 
up  grades  with  a  load.  With  the  hea 
suspension,  a  slight  trade-oH'  in  com 
for  better  handling  was  worth  it.  I 
simpiv  blow  the  doors  off  any  simil 
equipped  Brand  X  touring  bike,  per 
We  have  lots  of  curvy  roads  up  here  ; 
invariably,  the  BMW's  are  way.  way  oi 
front. 

The  sidestand?  Put  bike  on  centerst; 
loosen  sidestand  nut.  swing  sidest 
down,  tiahten  nut.  That's  ii.  The  stan 
now  a  semi-automatic  retracting  stant 
will  not  retract  until  one  nudues  it  \ 


BODY  SAVER. 


Now  you  can  make  professional  body-saving  repairs. 
Without  paying  the  high  professional  price.  It's  easy 

As  easy  as  Easy  Does  itP*  The  new  body 
repair  kit  from  Duro™ 

Save  time.  Easy  Does  It  spreads  quicWv 
becomes  ready  to  sand  fast 

Save  work.  Easy  Does  It  is  t 
to  sand  than  the  leading  body  fPi 
products  because  of  its  new 
lower-density  formulation 


Save  money.  Your  Duro  Easy 
gives  you  the  spreader,  the  screen  and  the 
hardener  you  need  for  professional  results  wth- 
out  the  professional  price. 

Easy  Does  It.  One  of  a  full  family  of  fine 
household  and  automotive  fix-it  product, 
from  Duro. 

SAVE  IT  WITH 


,  Woodhill  Permatex 

a  Look*  Corporabon  lutMMry 
Cleveland  Ohio  44iat 
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heYamaha  RCIOOS  Race  Kart. 

ON  THE  PAVEMENT. 

^ith  wide-profile  slicks  all  around, 
power-packed  lOOcc  engine 
ihind  you,  and  a  chassis  a  mere 
ch  from  the  pavement,  the 
imaha  Race  Kart  can  produce 
le  kind  of  thrills  usually  reserved 
r  Grand  Prix  racers. 

The  breath-taking  sensation 
•  being  crossed-up  and  sideways 
60  mph. 

The  RCIOOS  is  a  genuine 
cing  machine  developed  by  a 
)mpany  with  a  history  of  racing 
id  winning. 


The  chassis,  steering,  and 
wheel  stance  are  fully  adjustable. 
The  weight  ideally  distributed 
for  ti^t,  responsive  hi^-speed 
handling. 

The  high-tension  tubular  steel 
frame  is  strong,  yet  lightwei^t. 
In  fact,  every  component  on  this 
sophisticated  little  machine  is 
en^neered  for  maximum  depend- 
ability and  maximum  performance. 

IN  THE  DIRT. 

Althou^  the  RCIOOS  comes  set 
up  for  the  pavement,  a  special 
"dirt  kit"  is  also  available. 
Add  a  fiberglass  failing,  an 


air  cleaner,  special  dirt  tires,  and 
the  RCIOOS  looks  like  a  tiny 
sprint  car.  In  size  only. 

Drift  it  through  a  comer,  flat 
out,  and  you'll  understand  why 
some  of  the  biggest  names  in 
racing  got  their  starts  in  karts. 

Check  out  the'^knaha 
RCIOOS  Race  Kart  and  "dirt  kit" 
at  Karting  specialty  shops  and 
selected  "^knaha  dealers. 

Until  you've  flown  an  inch  off 
the  ground,  you  don't  know  what 
speed  really  is. 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  how  they  're  built  | 


VAMAHA 


A 


KNOW  YOUR  BIKE 


9635  BATAVUS  mopeds   

3727  BRIDGESTONC  singles  t  tains.  50.  60.  90.  175 .. 

0777  BMW  rxins,  500  S,  600ct.  55-69   

099*  BMW  t«ins.  500  lOOOcc.  70  78   

9453  BS»  Bantams.  125.  150,  175.  48-67 

8910  BSA  singes.  350.  500  I.  600.  54-57 
0757  BS»  singles.  250.  350.  450  i  500.  iB  71 
0756  BSA  t»ins.  500  &  650.  47  63   

9603  BSA  Iwins,  500  i  650.  (Of  A50  t  A65.  61-68  .... 

9650  BULTACO  singles.  125-370CC.  all  Ih/u  77  

0535  CZ  singles.  125.  250  «  400  69-78 

8911  CZt».ns.  250.  74  T7  


3723  DUCATI  singles.  160.  250.  350  &  450.  <ll  Hmi  M  

8912  DUCATI  l».ns.  750,  860  t  900,  74-77 

8169  GABELU  mopeds,  76  78   

9614  HARLEY  DAVIDSON  singles,  47-72 -.. 

0607  HARLEy  OAVIDSOM  Sportsten,  59-77   _  

0612  HABIEY-DAVIDSON  74  cu  in  V-lwmv  59-78  

9649  HODAKA  singles.  90-125a:.  63-78 

8913  HONDA  singles.  ATC 70  i  ATC90  models.  70-78  

8914  HONDA  singles.  XR75  75  78 
3788  HONDA  singles.  50  90cc.  64-75 
9785  HONDA  singles.  4-stroke  mdls.  100-350ce.  70-78  

0608  HONDA  singles,  Elsiiwt  models,  125  t  2S0cc.  73-78- 
0992  HOHDAtwins,  125-200cc,  64-77   

3752  HONDA  twins-  250  <i  305cc,  62  63 
0989  HONDA  twins,  250  &  350cc.  64-7* . 

8916  HONDA  twins,  400CC  Hawk,  78   

3749  HONDA  twins,  450  i  SOOct.  65-77  . 

8916  HONDA  twins.  M500,  78   

9602  HONDA  lours.  350  40O  &  SOOix.  Tf  78 
3755  HONDA  lours.  750cc.  69-78   

8468  HONDA  tours.  GL  1000,  75-76  

9779  HUSQVARNA  singles,  125-450cc,  66  75 
3754  KAWASAKI  sngles,  80-450CC.  66-77 

3791  KAWASAKI  rwms.  250  S  350  all  A-seriH 

8469  KAWASAKI  twins.  K7400.  74-78   

9601  KAWASAKI  trioles.  250-750CC.  69-77 

8917  KAWASAKI  lours.  KZ650.  76-78   

0840  KAWASAKI  lours.  900  t  1000a.  73  78 
9459  LAMBRETTA  molorscooter.  57  72 

0613  MAICO  singles  250  501cc,  68-75, 

8918  MOBTLEnE  mooeas  66-76 
9600  MONTESSA  singles,  123-360cc,  66-3  5 
0605  MOTO  GUZ2I  twins,  750,850  &  1000  74  77 

0614  NORTON  twins,  500,600,650  «  760  49-68   

0692  NORTON  twins,  750  4  850  CommanHo  moSels.  «8-77  . 

9794  OSSA  singles.  125-250cc.  71-78  -  

0774  PEUGEOT  mopeds,  76  78  

9852  PUCH  mopeds.  76  77  

0612  SACHS  engines.  100  &  I25CC  M  IM«lMn.DKW.F«(lllln. 

8857  SUZUKI  singles.  50  120cc.  64.78  ,,  ,, 

8858  SUZUKI  sinsles  i  75  400rr,  64-78 

8079  SUZUKI  singles,  aO-370cc  RM-seres,  75-77  

3792  SUZUKI  twins,  125  500cc,  64-76 

8919  SUZUKI  twns,  GS400,  77-78  

9784  SUZUKI  tr.ples,  380  750cc,  72-77  ... 

8920  SUZUKI  tours  GS550,  77-78  

8080  SUZUKI  fours,  GS750,  77-79  , 
0948  TRIUMPH  twins,  500  &  650  pre-unit  modall,  47-C2  

3753  TRIUMPH  twins.  500.650  (  750.  63  76 
0893  TRIUMPH  triples.  Tndenl  i  BSA  Rockel.  S9-72  

0909  VELOCEHE  singles.  350  »  500.  53-70 

0910  VESPA  scooters.  64  76 

8920  VESPA  mopeds.  Cao  &  Bravo  modeh-  71-77   

3747  YAMAHA  singles.  50-lOOcc  rotary  valve  mdls.  63-76  .... 

8651  YAMAHA  singles.  80-1 75tc  Enduro.Motocross.  68-78.... 

8652  YAMAHA  singles.  250-SOOcc  Enduro.Motocross.  68-78,. 

8921  YAMAHA  singles,  XT500  i  mOO  models,  76-78  

8398  YAMAHA  twins,  90-200CC,  66-77 

8399  YAMAHA  twins,  250-400CC,  65-78 

3724  YAMAHA  twins,  XS360  &  XS40O,  76  78 

8922  YAMAHA  twins.  tx50O  t  XS500.  73  78 

9775  YAMAHA  twins.  650cc.  70  78  

0720  YAMAHA  tnoics.  XS750.  76-78  

9668  TUNING  FOR  PtRFO«MANC€   »5.95 

0558  MINI-BIKE  SERVKE  MANUAL  all  prpduction  models  ,  -   $5.95 

0554  MOTORCYCLE  FLAT  RATE  MANUAL,  serv.ce,rewir,overliaul  J7,95 
8542  RESTORATION  « niage  S  rr«roughbred  motorcycles  $14.95 

0622  RIDE  t  STAY  ALIVE  siirvi.al  book  lot  all  bike  riders  *2.»5 

0650  HOW  TO  RIDE  OBSERVED  TRIALS  »  be  a  better  did  nder  15,95 

0626  HOW  TO  WIN  MOTOCROSS  or  being  anead  ot  the  pack  J5.95 
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CARBOOKS.INC. 

181  Glen  Ave 
Sea  Cliff,  NY  11579 

1  Name 

1 
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1 
1 

1  City 

1 

1  Stale 

Zip 

1 

■  □  1  enclose  lull  paymeni    phone  Orders  800-64S-6272  1 
1  Charie                 Add  $2.00  for  >hlpplng-USA  t  Canada  | 
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PRICE  EACH 
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( 

(  1 
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one's  foot.  Cost?  Zip.  Time?  Thirty 
minutes. 

The  hard  seat?  Germans  have  always 
liked  their  upholstery  firmly  padded. 
Check  out  the  difference  between  a  BMW 
or  Mercedes  sedan  and  a  Cadillac.  I  also 
suspect  that  the  new  RT  seat  pan  is  con- 
toured differently  than  my  R 100/7  pan.  I 
ride  15  hours  on  the  freeway,  go  hush 
riding  over  four-wheel  drive  "roads'"  and 
never  have  a  problem  with  seat  comfort. 

The  Bings?  I'm  6  ft.  tall.  185  lbs.,  wear 
IP':  D  boots,  yet  never  have  interference 
problems  with  the  carbs  or  intake  tubes. 
One  cannot  assume  the  same  leg/foot 
position  on  a  Bimmer  as  one  would  with  a 
four-cylinder,  transverse  engine.  The  body 
adapts.  Cock  your  feet  at  about  the  1 1 
o'clock  and  I  o'clock  positions,  respec- 
tively, and  you'll  never  come  close. 

I  can't  make  any  comment  on  the  RT 
fairing  since  I  find  the  Vetter  such  an 
excellent  product. 

In  high  gear  roll-ons.  only  an  XSl  I  can 
pull  away  from  me.  and  even  then  after  10 
sec.  from  55  mph.  only  by  two  car  lengths. 

And  now  for  O'Gaftney.  Putting  it  po- 
litely, those  of  us  who  live  in  the  northern 
climes,  border  snow  states  etc..  are  very 
skeptical  about  Ernies's  route.  The  Rus- 
sian winter,  certainly  as  severe  as  the  Cana- 
dian, has  stopped  Napoleon,  even  the 
mighty  Wermacht.  And  here's  this  fast- 
talking  Irishman,  with  six  months  riding 
experience  (none  in  snow  or  winter),  with  a 
monstrously  overloaded  bike,  open  chain 
driven,  hauling  a  300  lb.  trailer,  with  150- 
180  lb.  of  petrol  strapped  on  top.  and  he's 
going  to  conquer  the  mud,  rocks,  snow, 
cold  of  Ru.ssian  winter!  Not  even  the  Rus- 
sians go  out  in  that  kind  of  weather. 

Turkey.  Iran.  Afghanistan?  Yes.  easy  by 
comparison.  I've  driven  those  roads.  Most 
are  in  good  condition,  gas  is  available,  and 
people  have  been  traversing  those  areas  for 
thousands  of  years.  But  Russia?  In  winter? 
People  I  know  who  have  hauled  Cycle 
Kamp  trailers  on  rough,  hut  paved,  roads 
here  in  B.C.  have  experienced  frame 
breakages.  But  not  Ernie  on  those  Turkish 
l  oniinued  on  page  IS 


10/CYCLE  WORLD 


illustration  by  P.M.  McKenna 


Ontario  I979L 
Champion  puts 
its  nioioicycle  plugs 
totiietest 


This  year  our  engineers  gathered 
at  California's  Ontario  Motor 
Speedway,  as  they  do  every  year,  to 
conduct  special  tests  important  to 
bikers. 

These  are  the  engineers  who 
make  up  our  motorcycle  spark 
plug  recommendations.  And  their 
purpose,  in  this  case,  was  to 
determine  current  plug  type 
reconmiendations  for  the  most 
popular  bikes. 

At  Ontario  these  men  test  the 
bikes  right  on  the  track,  under 


Champion  Spark  Plug  Company  'Toledo,  OH  43661 


actual  riding  conditions,  as  one  of 
a  series  of  tests  we  run  to  make 
sure  we  have  the  right  plug  for 
every  bike. 

But — precisely  what  are  we 
testing  for? 

Absolutely,  positively  the 
correct  heat  range 

We're  testing  new  bike  models  to 
confirm  what  spark  plug  heat 
ranges  we  will  recommend  for 
them.  Heat  range  is  the  way  a  plug 
is  designed  for  particular  engines 
so  that  the  plugs 
will  never  run  too 
cold  and  foul.  And 
at  the  same  time 
they'll  never  over- 
heat and  cause  pre- 
ignition.  But — 
more  about  that 
later. 

Running  the 
Ontario  tests 

Here's  how  we  go 
about  our  heat 
range  testing  at 
Ontario:  First,  we  fit 
a  bike  with  some- 
thing called  a  Ther- 
mocouple Plug, 
shown  at  the  left. 
This  is  a  special  test 
plug  we  have  de- 
signed to  permit 


Preignition 


plug  temperatures  to  be  measured 
under  actual  operating  conditions. 

Now  an  engineer  takes  the  bike 
out  for  a  spin  around  the  track.  As 
he  is  riding,  the  Thermocouple 
Plug  is  measuring  the  temperature 
of  its  firing  tip.  If  you'll  look  at  the 
photograph 
of  the 

Thermocouph 
Plug,  you'll 
see  a  special 
terminal  cap  at  the 
top.  Through  this  cap  the  plug 
transmits  its  temperature 
information  to  an  instrument 
called  a  pyrometer 
on  the  handle- 
bars. 

The  pyrom- 
eter is  illus- 
trated below, 
and  you'll 
notice  that  it 
allows  the 
rider  to  ob- 
serve tempera- 
tures at  any 
given  speed 
and  load  con- 
dition. It  is 
from  this  in- 
formation that 
we  determine 
those  all-important  spark  plug  hee 
ranges. 

More  about  heat  ranges 

You  may  have  read  in  yoiu"  owner' 
manual  or  the  Champion  Specifi- 
cation Catalog  that  sometimes 
colder  or  hotter  plugs  may  be 
recommended  for  your  bike, 
depending  on  how  you  ride.  And 
if  you  have  a  basic  grasp  of  what 
heat  range  means,  you'll  under- 
stand why  this  happens. 

Heat  rainge  is  the  way  we  classif 
plugs  according  to  how  fast  they 
transmit  heat  away  from  the  firing 
tip  of  their  insulators.  In  the  plug 
illusfration  on  the  following  page 
notice  that  the  cold  plug  has  a 
relatively  short  insulator  nose.  So 
it  loses  its  heat  very  fast.  At  the 
same  time,  the  hot  plug  has  a 
longer  nose.  So  it  retains  its  heat 
longer. 


Fouled  Plug 


COLO 


HOT 


iarying  plug  tip  temperatures 

ake  a  look  at  the  chart  on  the 
ght,  where  typical  hot  and  cold 
lug  temperatures  are  illustrated, 
fotice  that  it  shows  you  why  you 
in  avoid  overheating  by  using  a 
Did  plug  in  heavy-duty  or 
antinuous  high-speed  operation, 
jnd,  if  you  use  a  hot  plug  during 
rolonged  idle  and  low  speeds,  it 
in  effectively  burn  off 
Dmbustion  deposits  from  the 
ring  tip. 

Because  plug  temperatures  vary 
I  different  engines  and  under 
ifferent  operating  conditions, 


plugs  are  made  in  many  different 
heat  ranges.  So  always  check  your 
plug  specifications  to  see  which  is 
exactly  right  for  you. 


DEGREES  C. 

1  095 


ENGINE  SPEED 


Bikers  are  switching  to 
Champions 

We  must  be  doing  something  very 
right  with  our  spark  plugs. 
Because  more  and  more  bikers  are 
switching  to  Champions  every 


year.  Most  of  the  world's  top  bike 
racing  champions  win  with 
Champions,  too.  And  now  every 
one  of  the  top  four  Japanese  bike 
makers  are  using 
Champions  as  original 
equipment  in  many  of 
their  models. 

One  of  the  things  we 
like  to  think  we're 
doing  right  is  running 
around  and  around  the 
track  at  Ontario,  look- 
ing for  the  right  heat 
ranges.  So  next  time 
you  need  plugs,  remem- 
ber: You  don't  ever 
have  to  run  around  to 
find  the  right  one. 

We've  already  done 
that  for  you. 


You  can't  buy 
a  better  plug. 


I NTRODUCI NG 

THE  ALL  NEVy  4-WHEEL  DR  VE  TRU 

CRU  SE 


Toyota's  new  4-wheel  drive  Iruck.  The  only  4x4  that  givSl 
this.  Practical  size.  Toyota  quality.  And  Toyota's  30  years  of 
experience  building  the  Land  Cruiser,  one  of  the  toughest 
4-wheel  drive  vehicles  going.  Good  reasons  why  we  call 
the  new  4-wheel  drive  truck  the  Son-of-a-Toyota  Land 
Cruiser. 

Now;  a  maneuverable  4x4. 

The  Toyota  4-wheel  drive 
truck  is  trim,  agile.  And  those  sensible 
dinnensions  pay  off  on  narrow  trails. 
You'll  go  on  ahead  when  others  go  back  home. 

Nov\^  a  well-equipped  4x4.  Toyota's  new  4-wheel  drive  Sport  Truck  has 
full  carpeting,  AM/FM  radio,  locking  front  hubs,  and  full  instrumentation- 
standard.  Tilt  steering  wheel  and  power  steering  are  available  options. 


Now,  a  tough  4x4.  The  2.2  liter  overhead  cam  engine  pumps  out  power  Drop  ^fj^Pf^  ■ 
the  transfer  case  into  "low"  for  tractor-like  torque  to  climb  a  boulder- 
strewn  path.  Tough.  That's  Toyota's  new  4-wheel  drive  truck.  '  ^ 

It's  available  in  3  models— Deluxe  Truck,  Sport  Truck,  and 

a  special  Black  Package  Truck  (all 
the  options  listed  above  as 
standard,  and  more). 


Shown  below  with  optional  rear  bumper  sliding 
window  and  owner  installed  wide  wheels  and  tires. 


YC 


nued  from  page  10 

s.  Hell,  in  the  picture  the  bike  looks 
it  was  just  washed!  And  in  win-ter.  ,no 

just  doesn't  wash.  Come  on  up  here  to 
;ouver.  Ernie,  and  join  us  with  your 
ip  Kwacker  on  one  of  our  tollies  on 
bush  tour-wheel  drive  roads.  Oh  yes. 
jre  to  bring  your  Cycle  Kamp  along! 

Bob  Schneider 
Vancouver.  B.C. 
'e  can't  support  the  veracity  of  O'Gaff- 
t  claims,  not  having  accompanied  him 
he  ride.  We  also  don  V  know  the  exact 
?  he  claims  to  have  ridden',  hut  suspect  it 
V  include  Siberia: 

iVROLL  PUSH  . 

Iter  reading  your  Up  Front  editorial  in 
une  issue.  I  promptly  called  Powroll  in 
J.  Oregon.  I  personally  took  my  cylin- 
and  cam  up  there,  they  bored  the 
ider  out  to  83mm.  and  I  picked  it  up 
ame  day.  I  got  the  312  kit  and  a  cam  to 
'ith  it. 

/erything  went  together  the  next  day.  I 
e  one  trip  to  the  Honda  shop  to  get  the 
I  main  jet.  All  this  came  oH"  without  a 
1.  believe  it  or  not. 

)wroll  products  make  your  bike  go  fast, 
nks  to  you  for  a  nudge  in  the  right 
;tion  and  also  tor  a  fine  magazine. 

L.  Curtis 

Sprague  River.  Ore. 


-Li 


PER  HAWK  HINTS 

am  writing  in  response  to  .some  of  the 
itions  Slater  Davis  asked  in  your  June 
:  about  his  305  Super  Hawk  engine. 

anti-foaming  tower  and  camshaft  ' 
iterbalancers  he  mentions  were  pres- 
)n  the  very  early  CB77  engines,  proba- 
as  a  production  carry-over  from  the 
ier  C  and  CS72  models.  Later  engines. 
1  about  1964  on,  dropped  the  tower 

used  a  lighter  camshaft  sprocket, 
re  is  a  difference  in  the  upper  cylinder 
)assages.  which  makes  it  impossible  to> 


THE  CHAIN  LUBE  THAT  WONT 
SNEAK  UP  BEHIND  YOU... 


KAL-GARD  CHAIN  KOTE 


If  you've  had  problems  with  chain  lubes  that  act  more 
like  sweater  lubes,  tire  lubes  or  saddlebag  lubes, 
Kal-Gard  has  the  answer-CHAIN  KOTE.  It's  a  moly  chain 
lube  that  stays  where  you  put  It. ..on  your  chain.  Just 
spray  it  on,  wait  a  few  minutes  and  drive  away.  No 
mess. ..no  hassle.  And  unlike  some  lubes  that  only 
promise  long  lasting  protection,  CHAIN  KOTE  will  be 
on  your  chain  long  after 
other  lubes  are  on  your  back. 
Safe  for  o-ring  chains,  too! 
See  your  dealer  today,  or 
contact: 


KaiGaRD 


16616  SCHOENBORN  ST.  •  SEPULVEDA,  CA  91343  •  (213)  892-8674 


MAIL  ORDER 
DIRECT  AND 

SAVE  50%! 


SAVE  THIS  AD!  It's  your  key  to 
some  of  the  l>est  savings  on  First 
Quality  Brand  Name  MX  mer- 
chandise! Call  us  Toll  Free  lor 
our  complete  price  list! 


STEVE 
STACKABLE 

MX  PANTS 
$3450 


s&w 

SHOCKS 


METZELER  TIRES 

3  00-  4350  4-50-  5^50 


CALL 
MR.  GOODBUY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR 
MOTOR-X 
NEEDS! 


Grand  Opening  Special 

SCOTT 
MX  BOOTS 

$12750 

MXL  BOOTS 

$119 


GOLDEN 


SPECTRO 

MOTOR  OIL 

(24)  MIX 


90 


$35 


PER  CASE 


ELECTRO  PRO  en 50 
HELMET 


BELL 
MOTO  ill 

HELMET 

$81*0 


OURY HANDLE 
BAR  GRIPS 


$•199 


MIKUNI-CARBS  ftO.A95 
PREJETTED  ^0*t 

RM125  34MM  C.  T.  ALLOY 


TSUBAKI 
CHAIN 

428  132L 


$1595 

(520)  H  9.9S 


ALL 
SPROCKETS 

SUZUKI 
HUSKY 
MAICO 

$1985 


FRONT  SPROCKET  $5.50 


SPECIALI  SUZUKI 
CONVERSION  KIT 


125N 
520 


$29 


95 


ABOVE  PRICES  DO  NOT 
NCLUDE  SHIPPING  CHARGES 


^^Ai'T^  J       FOR  FAST.  iWMeOlM^E 

WORLD  CLASS  I  r^S-4400 

>J  PRODUCTS.  INC.  I    l-oWJ  *'^V  .  _ 


PRODUCTS,  INC 

P.O.  BOX  1845 
PONTIAC,  MICH.  48056 


MICHIGAN,  CALL  (313) 


683-2517 


illonbyP  M  McKenna 


SEPTEMBER  1979/15 


CARB  STIX 


MERCURY 


CARBURETOR 
SYNCHRONIZER 

CARB  STIX  is  the  most  accurate  and  convenient  to 
|j        use  carburetor  synchronizer  available 
regardless  of  price. 

ij       The  CARB  STIX  is  a  tool  designed 
■j        for  the  perfectionist 

PRICED  RIGHT 


CAM  STIX  PRO  For  the  Professional 


$21.95 


•  Precision  bored  laboratory 
glass  capillary  tubing  assures 
extreme  accuracy 

•  Large  Clear  Columns 

You  KNOW  when  the  carbs 
are  right  Gives  you  a  resolu- 
tion of  7  to  1  over  gauges 

•  Two  CM  Indicia  spacing  So 
you  know  when  you're  within 
factory  specs  or  better 

•  Laboratory  grade  mercury 

(99  99%  pure) 
( 004%  non-volalile  residue) 


CARB  STIX  M  For  the  do-it-yourselfer 

SIMILAR  TO  ABOVE  BUT  ALL  PLASTIC 
CONSTRUCTION 


$17.95 


CARB  STIX  come  complete  with  adaptors 
to  fit  allJapanese  and  European  Multis. 


Send  check.    Paser  Instrumentation  Inc 
cash  or  money  4913  Wast  Avalon  Drive  O 

order  10   P^oenix.A2  85031  •  (602)272-5444 

NAME   - 


AtWRESS  

CITY   ST 

D    CARB  STIX  PRO 


  -  ZIP  _ 

□    CARB  STIX  II 


MOTORCYCLf  MECHANIC 
AMS 


'THE  CALIFORNIA  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  PROFESSIONALS" 


M 

r 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS,  INC. 

GO  WITH  THE  WINNERS! 

If  you're  serious  about  becoming  a  top-notch 
motorcycle  mechanic  you'll  want  the  best  possible 
training  available.  You  can't  afford  second  best 
and  neither  can  we.  If  you  think  you  have  what  It 
takes  to  become  a  /tw^e^a^tumt . . . 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-423-4678 

Calif.  Residents  Call  Collect  (213)  944-01 23 

...........OR   MAIL   COU  PON  ........... 

□  RESIDENCE  SCHOOL    H  HOME  STUDY 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS 
10025  Shoemaker  Ave.  •  Santa  Fe  Spgs,  Ca  90670 


NAME. 


ADDRESS . 


AGE. 


Street 


City  State 


.PHONE 


Zip 

cw. 


use  a  later  model  upper  end  with  the  older 
lower  cases.  However,  the  "newer"  and 
lighter  camshaft  sprocket  may  be  installed 
in  the  older  engines,  thus  lightening  the 
valve  train. 

As  far  as  the  Super  Hawk  club  goes.  I 
have  not  heard  of  one.  However,  there  is  an 
excellent  club  for  vintage  and  out  of  pro- 
duction Japanese  motorcycles.  For  more 
information,  write  to  the  Vintage  Japanese 
Motorcycle  Club.  301  Phelps  Ave..  Ber- 
gonfield.  N.J.  07621. 

Perhaps  some  fellow  readers  can  help 
me  with  my  problem.  I  have  rebuilt  a  1964 
CB77.  fitting  it  with  the  old  Forged  True 
350cc  racing  kit  and  K&N  roller  cam.  The 
part  I  am  looking  for  is  a  factory  five-speed 
kit  which  replaces  the  slock  four-speed. 
Quite  a  few  of  these  were  running  around 
in  the  mid  '60s.  Does  anyone  out  there 
have  one  rusting  away  on  a  shelf  or  in  a 
blown  CR77?  If  so.  I'd  appreciate  hearing 
from  them.  I  am  also  looking  for  a  head- 
gasket  for  the  350cc  kit.  as  I  have  just 
installed  my  last  one. 

Thanks  for  publishing  such  a  tine  maga- 
zine and  keep  printing  those  articles  on 
older  bikes. 

Ed  Litwin 

6955  Guinea  Rd. 

Charlotte.  Mi.  48813 

PARTS  TO  SPARE? 

My  friend  and  I  have  one  problem 
which  we  hope  you  can  solve  for  us.  The 
case  is  that  we  are  trying  to  rebuild  a 
motorcycle  but  are  lacking  some  spare 
pans.  What  we  need  is  the  wheel  rim  and 
spoke  set  for  both  front  and  rear  and  we'd 
like  to  know  whether  you  can  give  us  any 
idea  where  we  can  get  them.  Al.so.  if  you 
know  about  any  Henderson  owners  club, 
as  the  bike  is  a  Henderson  ohv.  built  in 
1918. 

Reynir  Einars.son 
Iceland 

You  guvs  have  all  l/ie  luck.  Yes.  there  is  a 
Henderson  Club.  It's  one  man.  a  former 
Henderson  employee  named  Otis  Spiker. 
RR2.  Mountain  Berg,  Ark.  He  makes  .some 
parts  and  has  all  the  information  you'll 
need. 

You  may  also  henejit  from  the  Antique 
Motorcycle  Club  of  A  merica.  The  president 
of  the  western  U.S.  chapter  is  Lance  Tid- 
well.  3015  South  St.,  Long  Beach,  Calif 
90805. 

H-D  FAN 

Your  recent  test  on  the  Harley-Davidson 
XLS  was  a  nice  piece  of  journalism  in 
addition  to  being  an  informative  and  use- 
ful write-up  on  what  many  motorcycle 
publications  seem  to  dismiss  as  an  out- 
dated example  of  early  Americana.  While 
some  of  those  criticisms  may  have  a  ring  of 
truth,  H-D  has  never  pretended  to  be 

continued  on  page  20 


WE  PLATE 
MOTORCYGL 
PARTS  ONi: 

I 

Chrome  &  Gold 
Free  Price  List 


PLATING  SERVICE,  INi 

Route  #5,  Box  534 
Paducah,  Kentucky  4200 
Phone  502-554-1146 
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r  I 

AUUie  , 
kings  horsi 

and  all  dK 
kings  men. 


Please. 
Mi^rahelmei 
>vhen  you  rich 


OUR  RIDERS  WRI1E  BETHR  ADS  THAN  WE  Da 


The  cost  of  a  motorcycle  is  not  the 
sticker  price.  If  you've  ever  had  to  sell 
anything  less  than  a  Harley-Davidsonf 
you  understand.  Your  actual  cost  is  the 
difference  between  original  purchase^ 
price  and  resale  value.  JjL,^ 

The  bottom  line  is  right  there  in  your 
local  newspaper.  Regardless  of  where  you 
live,  the  story's  the  same  throughout 
the  country.  Compared  to  the  Japanese 
manufacturersf  Harley-Davidsons  retain 
by  far  the  greatest  percentage  of  their 
original  selling  price. 

Why?  Is  it  the  classic  styling?  The 
legendary  durability  and  ease  of  mainte- 


nance? The  76  years  of  refinement  behind 
tlie  V-Twin  engine?  Or  is  it  something 
bigger  Like  a  fundamental  under- 
standing of  the  essence  of  motorcycling. 

However  you  weigh  the  reasons,  it's 
a  fact.  And  if  you  need  more  convincing 
than  your  local  press,  check  the  motor- 
cycle blue  book  or  the  N.  A.D.A.  appraisal 
guide.  A  Harley-Davidson  is  more  than  a 
unique  motorcycle.  It's 
the  one  sound  investment 
in  motorcycling. 


•Based  on  800cc  +  engine  displacement 


Harley-Davidson 


UNTIL  YOirVE  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEY-DAVIDSOH, 
YOU  HAVENHT  BEEN  ON  A  MOIOROCU. 


Aftatefor 
Athlete's  Foot 


is  better 
than 
Desenex: 

Really  better. 


if  you've  got  athlete's  foot  and  you're 
still  using  Desenex,  you  should  know 
that  Aftate  is  better. 

In  independent  studies,  the  medica- 
tion In  Aftate  has  been  proven  to  be 
more  effective  in  killing  athlete's  foot 
fungusthan  the  medication  in  Desenex. 

In  fact,  doctors  recommend  the 
medication  in  Aftate  14  to  1  over  the 
medication  in  Desenex.  14  to  1. 

Aftate  is  better  than  Desenex.  Really 
better.  It's  the  killer. 


Read  and  follow  label  directions. 


S  Plough,  Inc  1979 


Aftate 


FOR 

RuieteSrwi 


Trial  size  offer. 

Enclosed  is  50»  (lot  materials,  handling,  postage)  lor 
one  (1 )  09  oz  Attate  Gel  tor  Athlete  s  Foot,  olus  a  coupon 
good  lor  25«  oil  on  my  next  store  purchase  o(  regular 
size  Altate  products  Send  to 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 
CITY  


.APT  «. 


.STATE. 


.ZIP. 


Maillo  PlouBh,  Inc  ,  P  0  Box  377.  DepI  MC.  Memphis,  TN  381bi  lenn 

residents  add  ?(  sales  lax  OHei  good  only  in  Continental  U  S  , 
Alaskaand  Hawaii  AIIow4-6weehslordelivefy  Otter  expires  Dec  31,19?9j 


SUMMARY 


OFF-ROAD 


Suspension 

Curb  Weight 

Weight  bias, 

Transmission, 

aalmed 

Travel 

(w/half-tank 

Front/Rear, 

number  of 

Make  &  Model 

issue  Horsepoaer 

Front/Rear,  in. 

fuel),  lb. 

percent 

speeds 

Buliaco  Sherpa  T350 

7-79 

20.8 

6.5/5.5 

207 

45.5/54.5 

5 

CCM 

5-79 

na 

1 1.0/1 1.0 

250 

47/53 

3 

Can-Am  370  Qualifier 

5-79 

38 

10.0/10.0 

258 

46/54 

5 

Can-Am  250  MX-4 

3-78 

37.3 

9.8/9.8 

231 

45/55 

5 

Honda  CR125R 

6-79 

na 

1 1.O/ll.O 

209 

47/53 

6 

Honda  XR250 

7-79 

24.6 

8.8/7.8 

268 

44/56 

5 

Husqvarna  390CR 

3-77 

est.  41 

9.5/10.0 

233 

46,9/53.1 

6 

Hu.sqvarna  OR390 

1-79 

na 

1 1.8/1 1.1 

245 

44/56 

6 

Kawasaki  KX125 

6-79 

26.9 

9.8/10.1 

203 

47/53 

6 

Kawa.saki  KX250 

5-79 

40 

11.0/11.0 

230 

46/54 

5 

Kawasaki  KDX400 

O-  /  7 

39.4 

10.2/9.1 

260 

46/54 

5 

KTM  250  MC-5 

1  1  TO 

1  1-78 

34 

10.5/9.0 

237 

46.5/53.3 

6 

Maico  400WR 

\  \  - 1 1 

43 

9.0/9.0 

256 

47/53 

5 

Vil'iii^i^  V^'iotiiim  4Sfl 

4-78 

48 

10.0/10.0 

238 

47/53 

5 

Moniesa  C  appra  360 

1 1-78 

na 

10.0/10.7 

8-77 

na 

6.9/5.0 

230 

45/55 

3 

Sachs  Hercules  GS250 

1-78 

32 

8.5/5.1 

266 

44/56 

7 

Suzuki  F'EI75 

9-78 

na 

8.9/9,0 

228 

46,5/53.5 

6 

Suzuki  RM125N 

6-79 

na 

11.2/11.0 

204 

47/53 

6 

Suzuki  RM400N 

2-79 

na 

1I.2/1I.8 

236 

46.6/53.4 

5 

SWM  250GS 

4-79 

35.6 

10.0/10.0 

239 

45.7/54.3 

6 

Yamaha  YZ125F 

6-79 

na 

9.8/9.4 

2(K) 

46/54 

6 

Yamaha  IT175F 

6-79 

na 

7.7/8.1 

241 

46.6/53.4 

6 

Yamaha  IT250F 

2-79 

na 

9.1/8.1 

258 

44/56 

6 

STREET 

Top 

Braking 

Quarter- 

Speed 

Distance 

Curb  Weight 

Fuel 

Mile, 

alter 

from 

(a/half-tank 

Consumption, 

Make  t  Model 

iSMte 

nc 

Hmi. 

60  mph,  ft. 

fuel),  lb. 

mpg 

BMW  R65 

12-78 

14.31 

104 

123 

455 

45.6 

BMW  R80/7 

I-7X 

13.72 

107 

125 

486 

41.6 

BMW  RIOORT 

6-79 

13.97 

102 

156 

550 

43.2 

Ducati  Darmah  900 

5-78 

12.98 

111 

134 

500 

41.7 

Hariey- Davidson 

Sportster  XLS  1000 

5-79 

13.98 

104 

144 

541 

52.0 

Honda  CB650 

2-79 

13.29 

1 10 

140 

474 

48.5 

Honda  CB750F 

6-79 

12.52 

123 

131 

530 

47.0 

Honda  CBX 

1-79 

11.36 

132 

120 

580 

39.2 

Honda  CX500 

5-79 

13.99 

103 

145 

473 

51. K 

Honda  GLiOOO 

10-78 

13.52 

111 

136 

641 

42,0 

Honda  XL  185 

4-79 

17.81 

69 

165 

249 

75,1) 

Honda  XL250S 

8-78 

16.56 

80 

149 

278 

60,0 

Kawasaki  KZ400 

1-79 

15.60 

91 

139 

386 

62,5 

Kitwasaki  KZ650SR 

8-78 

13.40 

105 

136 

501 

45.9 

Kiiwasaki  KZIOOO  Mk.II 

8-79 

12.12 

121 

142 

571 

41.6 

Kawasaki  KZIOOO  ST 

8-79 

12.49 

120 

152 

602 

41.6 

Kawasaki  KZ1300 

4-79 

11.93 

139 

146 

695 

42.3 

Laverda  Zeta  500 

7-78 

■  14.05 

97 

123 

397 

38,9 

Laverda  Jota  1200 

9-78 

12.14 

124 

132 

527 

37.4 

Suzuki  GS550C 

4-78 

13.86 

104 

1 19 

466 

42.6 

Suzuki  GS750EN 

4-79 

12.72 

119 

141 

547 

45,2 

Suzuki  GSIOOOL 

7-79 

12.48 

122 

133 

536 

43.6 

Suzuki  SP370 

9-78 

15.59 

84 

137 

287 

52  1 

Triumph  Bonneville  750 

4-78 

13.86 

103 

126 

425 

42,0 

Yamaha  RD400F 

7-79 

14.18 

98 

131 

372 

44,0 

Yamaha  SR500 

1-78 

15.22 

90 

131 

383 

53,5 

Yamaha  XS750SF 

5-79 

13.33 

114 

144 

546 

43,6. 

Yamaha  XSIIOOSF 

2-79 

12.02 

129 

146 

584 

40,0 

Yamaha  XT500 

9-78 

15.19 

89 

137 

319 

51.0 

Missing  an  issue?  They're  available,  dating  back  one  year,  from  Cycle  World  Reader  Service  Dept..  1  Fawcett  Place 
Greenwich.  CT  06830.  for  $1  50  each  plus  50<t  per  order  for  postage  and  handling 
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RIDK  H  : 
THE  COMPl.KTE 
BOOK  OF  FLAT 
TRACK  RACING 


h  v  Gerald  Foster 
Haynes  Publications 
Sewhurv  Park,  Calif. 

$7.50       155  pp. 


mm 


The  Complete  Book  of 

FLAT  TRACK  RACING 


1^ 


J 


emember  when  you  were  a  kid-well, 
jusl  past  a  kid— and  stumbled  upon 
:  pursuit  which  really  set  you  to  star- 
rito  the  distance  at  the  dinner  table?  In 
Jay.  old  National  Geographies  were 
I  for  that,  what  with  camel  caravans 
>s  the  Urp  Depression  or  a  safari  via 
jen  halftrack  to  Karakorum.  You 
d  just  see  yourself,  resplendent  in 
z  and  riding  boots,  tossing  coins  to  the 
eyed  native  dancers  grovelling  at  your 
The  female  ones,  anyway.  Or  going  to 
he  Broadway  Melody  of  193?  at  the 
en  Arrow  Odeon  and  immediately  see 
self,  decked  out  in  a  white  tuxedo  with 
t  pleats  in  the  front  of  the  pants, 
ing  your  way  across  the  stage  and  into 
ludience's  heart.  Surrounded  by  those 
(en-winged  little  blonde  chorines,  of 
se.  every  one  giving  you  the  occasional 
ink.  Oh  Ho!  Life  was  more  fun  before 
;kin  magazines.  Anyway.  "Ride  It"  is 
sort  of  book,  meant  for  kids  I  suspect, 
if  its  sub-title  of  "The  Complete  Book 
lat  Track  Racing"  is  a  bit  ambitious 

y- 

le  author.  Gerald  Foster,  is  English  by 
I  (all  right.  Brummie)  and  in  fact  the 
;  sounds  as  if  it  were  written  for  En- 
readers,  either  as  a  series  of  articles 
ome  magazine  or  else  commissioned 
le  of  a  Famous  Sports  range.  Appar- 
I  he  lives  over  here  now  and  has  a  great 
:tion  for  the  sport,  so  different  really 


from  anything  found  in  Merry  Old.  Mr 
Foster  takes  the  reader  through  a  bit  of 
useful  history,  rather  simplified  and  occa- 
sionally a  tad  oHTiand.  and  then  progresses 
through  10  chapters  on  broad  subjects 
such  as  the  types  of  races,  rules  and  regs. 
organization,  racing  bikes  (mostly  H-D). 
optional  bits,  financial  arrangements  of 
the  riders,  life  thereof  (example:  Gene 
Romero),  a  chapter  on  the  1975  sea.son.  a 
bit  on  '76  and  so  forth.  In  addition,  to  fill  in 
the  scene,  there  are  a  couple  of  chapters  on 
what  drivers  use  for  transportation,  an- 
other section  on  CBs  which  is  more  than 
enough  already  and  finally  a  di.scussion  on 
what  sort  of  bike  should  be  bought  and 
how  to  prepare  it.  adding  lists  of  suppliers 
of  leathers,  helmets,  steel  shoes  and  the 
like.  Well.  Living  as  we  do  in  the  centre  of 
the  universe  racing  wise,  we  forget  that 
there  are  folks  living  out  in  the  piney 
woods  who  may  possibly  see  the  occa- 
sional outlaw  half  or  quarter  mile  and 
that's  it.  And  if  they  don't  take  Speed  Age 
or  whatever  that  turned  into,  they  simply 
don't  know  what  the  .score  is.  Mr.  Foster's 
book,  in  spite  of  definitely  not  being  a 
reference  work  and  a  trifle  dated  to  boot, 
fills  this  basic  need  and  is  a  pretty  good 
read  as  well  with  quite  a  bit  of  chatty 
information  packed  in.  Not  a  picture  book, 
anyway.  Recommended  if  you  want  a  de- 
cent grounding  in  the  subject.  GS 
—Henry  N.  Manney  III 


Aftatefor 
Jock  Itch 


is  better 
than 
Cruex: 

Really  better. 


If  you've  got  jock  itch  and  you're  still 
using  Cruex,  you  should  know  that 
Aftate  is  better. 

Aftate's  medication  has  been  tested 
and  found  to  be  more  effective  than 
the  medication  in  Cruex  for  killing 
jock  itch  fungus. 

Aftate's  powerful  medication  not 
only  kills  all  major  types  of  jock  itch 
fungus,  but  also  helps  prevent  rein- 
fection. 

For  the  relief  of  painful  itching  and 
chafing  of  jock  itch,  get  Aftate. 
It's  the  killer 


Read  and  follow  label  directions. 


CW-J 


c  I'lough.  Inc  1979 


Jock  Itch 


Trial  size  offer. 

Enclosed  is  50(  (for  materials,  handling,  postage)  for 
one  (1)  09  oz  Aftate  Gel  for  Jock  Itch,  plus  a  coupon  good 
for  25(  off  on  my  next  store  purchase  of  regular  size 
Aftate  products.  Send  to: 

t<AME  


ADDRESS- 
CITY  


-APT  K- 


-STATE- 


_ZIP_ 


Mailto  Plough.  IlK  .  P  0  BOK  377  Oepl  MC.  Memphis.  TN  381^1  Tenn 
residents  add  2f  sales  lax  Otfef  flood  only  in  Continental  U  S  , 
^JUaska  and  Hawaii  Allow4.6ifeeiisl0f  delwery  OHerexpiies  Dec  31.1979^^ 
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SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Save    money  I    Top  quality 
motor  cycle  and  high  speed 
clothing  with  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  clearly 
marked. 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers  ".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 


To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  IDept.  CW).  120/122  Great 
Portland  Street,  London,  W1A2DL,  England. 
Pleeise  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 .00 

Name   

!  Address  


QUALEAM 


the 


EQUAIEXN  SIDECAR  CO.  6141  W.  ORANGE,  no.32.  CYPRESS.  CALIFORNIA  90630     CMM  %jt  K*  R 

nmiifactareil  in  U.S.A.  under  (latents  no.4, 022,483 .  244,365,  others  pending.  «1 
dealer  inquiries  indted. 


iNOuarmv 


MML  ORDER  DIRECT 

OVER  1.000 

MOTORCYCLE  ACCESSORIES 

For  Road,  Trail,  Competition,  Custom 
at  SUPER-LOW  DISCOUNT  PRICES 
Save  up  to  30%  AND  MORE! 
ALL  TOP  NAME  BRANDS 

SEND  32.00  PLUS  50^  POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING  NOW 
FOR  YOUR  97  PAGE  CRAM-PACKED  1979  CATALOGUE!! 


TH£  OUTRIDEK 

MAIL  ORDER  DIVISION 

570  South  Broad  Avenue  979 
Ridgefield   N.J  .  07657  (201)945-5533 


N.Y.  SHOWROOM 

610  W.  57th  Street 
NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10019 
(212)  581-2250 


continued  from  page  16 

anything  other  than  what  it  always 
been-an  honest-to-god  motorcycle.  1 
term  "bike"  has  never  fit  the  H-D  im; 
and  I.  for  one.  hope  that  it  never  will. 

I  have  owned  a  number  of  two-whee 
machines  over  a  long  span  of  years  inch 
ing  several  examples  of  the  "state  of 
art"  in  Japanese  technology.  With  t 
exceptions  I  have  enjoyed  them 
Though  I  don't  believe  that  I  have 
thing  particularly  profound  to  say  on  t 
subject,  my  lasting  impression  of  this  p 
sonal  involvement  in  motorcycling  is  t 
H-D  has  been  the  only  one  of  the  grou| 
ever  make  me  feel  that  it  was  designed  w 
me  in  mind.  With  H-D.  I  never  felt 
though  I  was  sitting  on  a  platform -I 
the  platform. 

Keep  up  the  great  job  you're  doinu 
America's  best  motorcycling  journal. 

George  L.  Gree 
Los  Angeles.  C; 


SEEKING  CR  OWNERS 

I'm  trying  to  locate  past  or  pres 
owners  of  CR  1 10-93-72-77  Hondas  or  ; 
RC  factory  machines.  My  hope  is  to  csi 
lish  a  worldwide  contact  list,  a  CR  Rc 
ten  between  people  who  were  or  are  i 
involved  with  these  fascinating  bikes.  \ 
haps  we'll  be  able  to  piece  together  a  m 
complete  history  than  currently  exists. 
Anyone  interested,  please  contact: 
Douglas  Whilbeck 
139  Locust  St. 
Swansea.  Mass.  02" 

BMW  CLUB 

1  would  like  the  address  of  the  B\ 
Club  of  America,  which  you  have  refer 
to  in  your  magazine. 

Richard  Stoi 
N.  Creek.  N 
You  can  contact  the  BMW  Motorc 
Owners  of  America,  Inc.  at  P.O.  Bo.x 
Newark,  Calif  94560,  and  the  BM  W  Hie 
Association  at  P.O.  Bo.x  8280.  Ashv 
N.C.  28804. 
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LUSTERIZING  SEALANT 


i 


=>OLYGLYCOAT— 

rhe  amazing  sealant 
natfe  been  protect- 
ng  new  car  paint 
nishes  for  years,  is 
new  available  to 
Drotect  your  bike's 
nish  too! 

We  know  how  hard  it  is  for  bike  enthusiasts  to  keep 
i«ishes  clean,  shiny  and  new  looking.  So,  we  took  our 
rmous  Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  and  redesigned 
)lo  an  economical  application  kit  especially  for  bikers. 

SAFE,  EASY  TO  USE,  NOT  A  WAX! 

Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  is  a  superior  pen 
rant  that  protects  your  paint  finish  against  fading,  loss 
gloss  and  weather  deterioration.  It  makes  your  bike 
iisier  to  clean  and  gives  you  less  work — more  time  to 
[njoy  your  bike! 

Ask  for  this  handy  kit  at  quality  bike  shops  or  send 
9e  coupon  for  more  information  and  the  name  of  th 
isarest  Polyglycoat  outlet  in  your  area. 

Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  and  Cleaner. 
For  Mopeds,  Motorcycles  and  Bicycles. 


KEEP  YOUR  BIKE  LOOKING  NEW  WITH 


POLrGUrCOAT 

SEALANT 

OaNER 


•  Lusterizing 
Sealant 

•  Sealant  Cleaner 

•  Application  Instructions 


PREVENTS  FADING, 
LOSS  OF  GLOSS 
AND  WEATHER 
DETERIORATION 

OF  YOUR  BIKES' 
NEW  PAINT  FINISH! 


SEE  IMPORTANT  INFORkUTION  AND  COMPLETE  APPLICATION  INSTRUCTIONS 
ON  REVERSE  SIDE 


Polyglycoat  Corporation 

25  North  Broadway,  Tarrytown,  N.Y.  10591 

I'm  interested  in  the  Polyglycoat  handy  bike  kit. 
Please  send  me  more  information. 


NAME  

ADDRESS . 
CITY  


-STATE . 


-ZIP. 


TELEPHONE  . 


^  (AREA  CODE)  ^ 


^'79  fol)rglycoat  Corporation 


What  carried  the  Haydens' 
home  away  from  home? 

Kawasaki  accessories. 


When  the  Haydens  hit  the  road,  they  like  to  go 
in  comfort  As  Tom  once  put  it,  "I  want  an  edge 
over  Nature!'  That's  where  the  Kawasaki  acces- 
sories came  in. 

Kawasaki  fairings  by  Vetter  with  "Lowers" 
for  that  full  fairing  look  really  give  Tom  some 
protection  from  the  early  morning  wind. 

The  travel  trunk  and  saddlebags  carry  all 
the  stuff  that  the  Haydens  can't  travel  witiiout 
Their  campstove,  the  homemade  hot  sauce 
without  which  breakfast  is  a  bust,  the  anti-bug 


spray,  the  inflatable  pillows,  the  snake-bite  kit, 
'fcm's  portable  shaving  mirror,  etc  etc 

The  Haydens  like  to  do  things  right,  so  they 
got  genuine  Kawasaki  accessories.  Not  only 
do  these  accessories  fit  Kawasakis,  they  also  in- 
clude gloves,  jackets,  helmets  and  rainsuits 
that  fit  people,  too. 

If  you  have  any  ideas  about  getting  out  on 
the  road,  drop  by  your  Kawasaki  dealer  and 
check  out  the  fdl  line  of  accessories. 

Get  your  edge  on  Nature. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 
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recalls  sound  like  a  good  idea.  If  a 
manufacturer  discovers  an  unsafe  fea- 
re  on  a  motorcycle,  the  recall  procedure 
ables  the  manufacturer  to  contact  the 
'ner  and  have  the  bike  returned  for 
5airs.  Unfortunately,  recalls  got  mixed 
I  with  the  Department  of  Transportation 
d  the  whole  Pandora's  Box  has  run  into 
mething  called  Product  Liability  (which 
J  attorneys  call  an  "emerging  area  of 
v"  meaning  they  don't  understand  it 
her). 

To  illustrate  how  things  don't  work,  look 
disc  brakes.  In  designing  disc  brakes,  the 
gineers  made  many  trade-offs  and  came 
I  with  brakes  that  were  superior  to  the 
ikes  that  preceded  them,  but  weren't 
rfect.  For  one  thing,  most  of  the  early 
jtorcycle  disc  brakes  didn't  work  very 
:II  when  they  were  wet.  Honda,  being  the 
jgest  motorcycle  manufacturer,  is  the 
jgest  target.  So  Honda  was  forced  by  the 
;partment  of  Transportation  to  recall  all 
Gold  Wings  and  change  rear  brake  pads 
a  type  that  worked  better  in  the  wet. 
;call;>  aren't  cheap.  Honda  had  to  buy 


registration  lists  of  Gold  Wing  owners  so  it 
could  notify  them  about  the  recall.  Then 
there's  the  cost  of  the  parts  and  the  labor  to 
install  them. 

Because  of  the  recall,  all  the  big  motor- 
cycle manufacturers  are  now  selling  bikes 
with  disc  brakes  that  work  better  in  the 
wet.  Different  brake  pads  are  the  solution 
and  because  brake  pads  come  from  outside 
suppliers  like  spark  plugs  do,  all  the  brake 
pads  being  sold  in  Japan  are  vastly 
improved. 

What  would  seem  like  a  very  good  thing 
has  gone  astray.  Because  no  company 
wants  to  pay  for  a  DOT-type  recall,  no 
company  dares  tell  its  customers  that  the 
new  model  has  been  improved.  Saying  the 
product  has  been  improved  means,  to  the 
DOT,  that  the  earlier  product  wasn't  safe. 
And  if  the  DOT  thinks  pre-improved  prod- 
ucts may  not  be  safe,  the  lawyers  on  the 
sidelines  of  the  product  liability  game  will 
be  waiting  to  jump  into  the  fray. 

The  real  loser  is  the  motorcyclist  who 
can't  find  out  what's  been  fixed  or  what's 
wrong  because  the  people  who  know  don't 
dare  say  for  fear  of  lawsuits  or  forced 
recalls. 

There's  no  relief  in  sight,  but  if  you  ride 
in  the  rain  and  ride  a  pre- 1 979  Japanese 
motorcycle,  maybe  the  new  brake  pads  will 
fit.  At  least  we  don't  have  recalls.  > 


tration  by  Doug  Roy 
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LOOKING  FOR  THE  80s 


KING  KENNY  MOVIE 


Street  motorcycles  have  been  having  a 
good  year.  There  have  been  exciting 
new  models  and  there  has  been  increased 
demand,  which  combined  to  move  com- 
plete stocks  of  many  models  out  of  the 
factories'  warehouses.  This  has  meant  that 
several  of  the  big  makers  will  be  bringing 
in  1980  models,  mostly  revised  versions  of 
1979s.  before  1980  models  would  normally 
arrive. 

That's  fact,  and  details  will  arrive  next 
month. 

Next,  rumors.  This  is  partially  guess- 
work and  partially  borrowing  from  other 
places,  in  this  case  the  Australian  maga- 
zine Revs. 

In  which  we  read  that  1980  will  see  at 
least  six  new  models  from  Yamaha;  an 
I  lOOcc  V-4,  a  500cc  Triple,  a  650  transverse 
Four  and  a  1250  version  of  the  XSI 100. 

Honda  is  reported  to  be  introducing  a 
CX650.  a  street-only  version  of  the  XL500- 


SPORTING  WOMEN 

Only  a  small  percentage  of  motorcycle 
enthusiasts  are  women,  which  is 
probably  why.  when  we  bike  nuts  get  good 
publicity,  the  fair  sex  does  most  of  the 
good  work. 

In  recent  months  there  have  been  two 
riders  on  the  Johnny  Carson  show,  one  of 
the  best  watched  shows  on  TV. 

First,  it  was  Carter  Alsop,  the  road  racer. 
Then  came  Hazel  Kolb.  a  touring  grand- 
mother who's  currently  riding  around  the 
perimeter  of  the  U.S. 

Okay,  the  ladies  were  on  the  show  be- 
cause they're  news.  They're  ditferent. 
There  are  men  who  go  as  fast  as  Carter  and 
as  far  as  Hazel.  What  matters  to  us. 
though,  is  that  both  are  attractive,  intel- 
ligent people.  They  made  good  ap- 
pearances and  let  the  non-riding  public 
know  that  bike  nuts  are  not  all  crazy,  and 
we  thank  them  for  it. 


CORRECTION  NEW  IDEAS 

In  the  August  New  Ideas  department,  we 
listed  the  price  of  tlie  Gypsy  Scout  Motor- 
cycle Radar  Detector  at  $109.25.  This  was 
a  typographical  error.  The  actual  price  is 
$169.25. 


S.  and  a  V-6  1200.  we  assume  as  a  replace- 
ment for  the  Gold  Wing.  The  V-6  is 
rumored  to  be  in  the  CX  configuration, 
that  is.  stressed  engine,  longitudinal  crank, 
water  cooling. 

The  reports  say  Suzuki's  plans  are  more 
modest,  to  wit,  a  500  version  on  the  SP/ 
DR370.  an  introbike  250  Twin  based  on 
the  GS425  and  250  and  125  four-stroke 
play  bike  Singles. 

No  mention  of  Kawasaki.  Odd.  because 
the  timing  of  new  bikes  calls  for  them  to 
have  new  road  bikes  for  1980.  The  KZ1300 
was  the  only  completely  new  streeter  for 
1979.  while  there  were  the  KLX  the  KDX 
and  the  new  rocket  KX  motocrossers  for 
the  current  model  year. 

We'll  see.  Meanwhile,  all  the  above  is 
presented  as  reports  of  rumors  of  specula- 
tion: we  can't  vouch  for  any  of  it,  but  it 
sure  is  fun  to  guess. 


Along  with  the  best  in  racing  tii 
Goodyear  sent  a  film  crew  to  Eurc 
for  Kenny  Roberts'  Grand  Prix  campai 
last  year. 


Roberts,  of  course,  won  the  500cc  ti 
and  now  Goodyear  has  released  the  mo\ 
29  min.  of  full  color.  16mm.  If  your  cl 
would  like  to  .see  it.  write  to  the  Put 
Relations  Film  Library.  Goodyear  Tire 
Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  Ohio  44316. 


COMING 
NEXT  MONTH 
CYCLE  WORLDS 
ANNUAL  JO  BEST  BIKES 
AWARDS. 


BLM  AND  THE  DUCK  BOTH 
LOSE 


The  U.S.  District  Court  hearing  involv- 
ing the  Phantom  Duck  of  the  Desert 
and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  was 
halted  by  Judge  Warren  J.  Ferguson,  who 
ordered  both  sides  to  talk  the  matter  out 
and  come  to  an  agreement. 

Judge  Ferguson  said  the  Duck  and 
friends  had  good  intentions  when  they 
began  their  campaign  to  revive  the  Bar- 
stow-to- Vegas  race,  but  that  "maybe  a 
monster  has  been  created." 

The  judge  said  the  BLM  had  been  "ab- 
solutely mistaken"  in  their  refusal  to  listen 
to  the  appeals  and  requests  from  desert 
riders.  If  the  riders  had  been  considered, 
the  judge  said,  the  whole  confrontation 
would  have  been  avoided. 

As  the  clincher.  Judge  Ferguson  said  he 
will  not  allow  last  year's  B-to-V  ride,  with 
threats  of  injunctions,  mass  meetings  and 
the  hint  of  defiance,  to  be  repeated  in  1979. 

Both  sides  were  ordered  to  discuss  the 
mjitter  and  report  back  to  him.  The  judge 
expects  the  matter  to  be  settled  after  that, 
presumably  in  ways  which  will  partially 
satisfy  both  sides. 


King  Kenny  Roberts- 


ECONOMY  ADVERTISING 

The  Michigan  Motorcycle  Dealers" 
sociation  has  come  up  with  bum 
stickers  (for  cars,  which  dampens  the  ef 
some)  reminding  the  public  that  moto: 
cles  are  an  efficient  way  to  travel,  and  I 
bikes  are  out  in  public. 

The  stickers  say  "Watch  For  Motorcyi 
Saving  Gas." 

A  good  campaign  idea.  Clubs,  asso 
tions.  shops,  etc..  can  buy  the  stickers, 
for  100.  from  the  MMDA.  2423  Newj 
Drive.  Lansing.  Mich.  48906. 
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GUESSING  GAME  ENDS 


Ionda  has  finally  unveiled  its  long 
awaited  and  much  rumored  500cc 
nd  Prix  machine,  but  the  first  presenta- 
I  of  the  unusual  bike  has  answered  only 
le  of  the  questions  about  it. 
1  report  on  the  machine  came  from 
»eharu  Hashimoto,  editor  of  the  Jap- 
se  "Motorcyclist"  magazine.  The 
500  turns  out  to  be  a  V-Four.  appar- 
y  spaced  at  90°.  It's  also  a  four-stroke, 
a  four-stroke  like  no  other  with  oval, 
round,  pistons  and  a  red  line  of  20.000 
I  marked  on  its  tachometer.  To  give  as 
ch  valve  port  area  as  possible  the 
500  uses  six  valves  per  cylinder,  as 
jrted  in  earlier  accounts  of  the  ma- 
le. But  unlike  earlier  reports,  there 


k  Grant  aboard  the  new  Honda  GP  ma- 
le at  a  Honda  facility  in  Japan.  The  bike's 
yvative.  Now  the  problem  is  curing  the 
)ble. 


aren't  three  cams,  there  are  four  cams,  two 
on  each  head.  Two  spark  plugs  fire  each 
cylinder  with  what  appears  to  be  a  bat- 
tery/coil ignition  because  of  the  battery 
box  housed  in  the  tailpiece.  Arranged  like 
an  automotive  V-Eight.  the  intake  system 
is  in  the  middle  of  the  engine,  with  the 
exhaust  system  at  the  lower  side  of  the 
front  (horizontal)  bank  of  cylinders  and 
the  rear  of  the  upright  cylinders.  The  ex- 
haust for  the  lower  cylinders  exits  the  bike 
at  the  lower  righthand  side,  while  the  top 
cylinders'  exhaust  runs  out  the  upper- 
lefthand  side. 

The  unusual  looking  fairing  isn't  just  for 
aerodynamics:  the  lower  part  of  the  fairing 
is  also  the  frame,  making  the  RC500  a  real 
monocoque.  Beginning  at  the  steering 
head,  the  bt)dy  spreads  out  to  become  the 
fairing  and  to  hold  the  engine  and  rear 
suspension  components.  In  the  rear  is  a 
monoshock  suspension  different  from 
those  seen  on  Yamaha  and  Kawasaki 
racers.  The  Honda's  shock  is  pushed  by  a 
bell  crank  that  pivots  near  the  swing  arm 
pivot.  And  the  swing  arm  pivot  is  outboard 
of  the  countershaft  sprocket  so  chain  ten- 
sion never  varies.  The  front  suspension  is 
still  a  telescopic  fork,  but  the  springs  are 
mounted  in  front  of  the  sliders  and  the  axle 
is  mounted  behind  the  sliders  and  the 
whole  combination  is  claimed  to  provide 


anti-dive  properties.  There  are  deflector 
shields  in  front  of  the  forks  and  the  disc 
brake  calipers  ride  in  front  of  the  forks  as 
well. 

Wheels  look  like  Honda's  patented 
Com-Star  design  with  wide,  flat  spokes 
riveted  to  a  rim.  The  rims  are  16  in.  both 
front  and  rear,  using  Dunlop  racing  slicks 
in  sizes  3.50-450-16  in  front  and  3.75-600- 
16  in  back. 

At  the  sides  of  the  fairing  are  twin 
coolant  radiators.  No  oil  radiator  was  visi- 
ble during  the  showing  and  Honda.  R&D 
or  technical  people  were  conspicuously 
absent  at  the  unveiling. 

Initial  reports  were  that  the  new  Honda 
could  be  raced  at  the  Dutch  TT  late  in 
June,  but  problems  encountered  in  testing 
delayed  the  bike's  debut.  Apparently  the 
carbon-fiber  monocoque-framed  ma- 
chine—which has  no  front  downtubes— 
wobbles  severely.  Early  tests  at  Honda's 
Suzuka  circuit  had  Englishman  Mick 
Grant  and  Japanese  Takazumi  Katayama 
lapping  the  course  a  full  20  seconds  ofl"  the 
500cc  record— in  other  words,  the  bike  was 
about  as  fast  on  the  track  as  the  I25cc  lap 
record. 

Then,  a  few  days  before  the  Dutch  TT, 
Katayama  crashed  the  bike  at  Suzuka.  At 
pre,ss  time,  no  reports  of  damage  to  man  or 
machine  were  available.  B 


0  by  Fujro  Hara 
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a:o  by  John  Ulrich 


Seat  and  tank  are  stock  KX125  parts.  The  2.5  gal.  tank  will  take  the 
KLX  over  125  miles. 


Rear  shocks  have  remote  reservoirs  and  their  action  matcht 
the  bike's  intended  use.  Aluminum  I-beam  swing  arm  is 
American  made. 


kept  down.  Total  weight  of  the  KLX  en- 
gine with  the  kick  starter  and  carburetor  is 
only  75  lb. 

A  few  changes  have  been  made  to  the 
KL  motor  as  seen  in  the  KLX.  Previously 
the  entire  side  cover  had  to  be  pulled  to 
change  the  oil  filter— a  poor  design.  Now 
there's  a  separate  housing  for  the  oil  filter 
that's  easy  to  remove.  The  battery  and 
points  of  the  KL  motor  have  been  left  ofT 
and  there's  now  a  CD!  unit  hidden  on  the 
left  side  of  the  cam  where  the  points  used 
to  be.  The  cam  still  spins  directly  on  the 
head  without  benefit  of  replaceable 
bearings. 

This  lightweight  engine  combined  with 
a  chrome-moly  steel  frame  from  Kawasa- 
ki's KXI25  motocrosser  produces  a  four- 
stroke  enduro/play  bike  that  weighs  243 
lb.  with  a  half  tank  of  fuel.  This  is  50  lb. 
lighter  than  Kawasaki's  KL250  and  25  lb. 
lighter  than  a  Honda  XR250.  Since  the 
Kawasaki  KL  uses  the  same  engine  as  the 
KLX.  the  giant  weight  reduction  has  come 
from  using  the  motocross  chassis. 

The  frame  is  a  large  single  downtube 
design  fabricated  from  chrome-moly  tub- 
ing. It  is  heavily  triangulated  around  the 
steering  head  and  the  area  under  the  seat. 
A  few  changes  were  necessary  to  make  the 
frame  fit  the  KLX's  intended  use.  Natu- 


rally, engine  mounting  tabs  had  to  be 
redesigned.  The  engine  mounts  in  five 
places  and  adds  to  the  solid  feel  the  ma- 
chine has.  A  couple  of  other  small  changes 
were  also  made  to  the  motocross  frame.  A 
rear  fender  loop  was  added  and  designed 
so  it  could  be  used  as  a  grab  handle.  The 
steering  rake  was  steepened  to  28°.  The 
steeper  rake  makes  the  bike  more  agile  on 
tight  trails  and  combined  with  a  tight 
turning  radius,  makes  it  easy  to  ride 
around  switchbacks  that  are  too  tight  for 
most  machines  to  negotiate  without  back- 
ing up  at  least  once. 

The  new  KLX  has  one  American  made 
part— the  aluminum  swing  arm.  We  first 
saw  this  swing  arm  on  the  half-American, 
half-Japanese  Kawasaki  KDX.  It  is  a  mas- 
sive I-beam  design  that  provides  strength 
while  keeping  weight  down. 

Forks,  shocks,  plastic  fuel  tank,  fenders, 
wheels  and  brakes  are  straight  from  the  125 
motocrosser. 

Wheel  travel  at  both  ends  is  around  10 
in.,  more  than  enough  for  any  trail  situa- 
tion. But  more  important  than  total  travel 
is  the  quality  of  the  travel.  And  the  quality 
of  the  KLX's  suspension  is  excellent.  The 
leading  axle,  motocross  forks  and  reservoir 
shocks  are  compliant  on  the  smallest 
bumps,  yet  don't  bottom  hard  on  large 


ones.  Harshness  is  never  felt.  Holes, 
and  cross  ruts  are  taken  without  jolting 
rider.  Spring  rate  and  damping  are  spot 
Making  an  improvement  to  the  suspens 
on  a  KLX  will  be  indeed  hard. 

Beautiful  conical  hubs  from  the  KX 
are  used  and  do  an  admirable  Job 
stopping  the  machine.  They  are  stni 
progressive  and  predictable.  The  rear  h; 
full-floating  backing  plate  that  prcvi 
chatter  and  hop  when  used  hard  on  bun 
downhills  and  they  aren't  affected  mucl 
deep  water  crossings.  Wheel  rims  are  ; 
minum  and  don't  pack  with  mud.  Spr 
are  medium  sized  and  once  seated 
their  job  fine.  Tires  are  Bridgcstoi 
latest. 

Tank  and  fenders  are  stock  125  mc 
cross  items.  The  plastic  tank  holds  2.5 
of  fuel  and  won't  bend  if  the  rider  eras 
or  drops  the  machine.  Fenders  are 
plastic.  They  are  flexible  and  strong  bi 
little  small  for  serious  enduro  use.  Chi 
ing  through  deep  water  will  result  in 
rider  getting  wet.  For  casual  use  they 
fine. 

The  KLX  doesn't  have  a  speedomctc 
has  an  odometer  similar  to  the  one  usee 
Suzuki's  PE  enduros.  but  better.  It 
mileage  up  to  99  mi.  on  the  left  side  an 
resettable.  The  right  side  gives  u 


Odometer  has  resettable  left  side,  right  side  shows  total  mileage.       Rear  frame  loop  is  a  convenient  grab  handle.  Silencer  is  forest-\ 
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leuge  and  can't  be  reset. 
Although  the  excellent  odometer  says 
rious  enduro,  the  bike  doesn't  have  lights 
standard  equipment.  Because  many 
ly  bike  buyers  remove  the  lights,  Ka- 
isaki  decided  to  make  them  an  option, 
le  optional  lighting  kit  is  the  same  thing 
ed  on  the  KDX4(X)  tested  last  month 
ug  ."79).  The  kit  consists  of  a  headlight/ 
imber  plate,  small  taillight.  and  neces- 
ry  wiring.  The  headlight/number  plate 
:aches  with  supplied  rubber  straps,  and 
e  wiring  is  color  coded.  The  taillight 
quires  drilling  a  couple  of  holes  in  the 
ir  fender.  Installation  time  is  about  20 
in.  Price  is  $49. 

Bars,  levers,  pegs  and  seating  position 
:  just  right  on  the  KLX.  The  short  tank 
d  long  seat  place  the  rider  forward  on 
i  machine.  Seat  height  is  on  the  tall  side 
36.7  in.  but  the  soft  suspension  has  some 
I  to  it  so  the  unladen  height  figures  are 
mewhat  misleading.  Actual  ride  height 
:]uite  a  bit  lower  than  the  figures  indicate 
It  a  short  rider  will  still  have  trouble 
len  it  comes  time  to  turn  the  bike  around 
uneven  ground. 

The  little  four-stroke  is  easy  to  kick  over 
it  it  usually  doesn't  start  on  the  first  kick. 


Front  forks  are  stock  KX125  motocross  parts 
with  almost  perfect  damping  and  10  in.  of 
travel. 


Most  of  the  time  three  or  four  kicks  are 
required  to  bring  it  to  life.  Engine  tem- 
perature seemed  to  have  little  to  do  with 
the  number  of  kicks  required:  it  almost 
always  needed  several. 

Once  running,  the  exhaust  note  is  raspy, 
almost  too  loud  for  such  a  tame  engine. 
The  raspiness  disappears  as  soon  as  the 
bike  is  under  way  though.  The  small  si- 
lencer contains  a  U.S.  Forest  Service  ap- 
proved spark  arrester  and  double  mount- 
ing brackets  are  used.  The  head  pipe  has 
been  carefully  routed  and  doesn't  have  or 
need  a  heat  shield  to  keep  from  burning 
the  rider.  The  only  problem  with  it  was  a 
slightly  melted  Scott  boot  that  touched 
during  a  photo  shoot.  The  careful  routing 
has  also  eliminated  the  need  to  flatten  the 
pipe  for  clearance  near  the  rear  wheel  and 
iVame  section.  By  routing  the  pipe  higher 
just  aft  of  the  motor,  and  molding  the 
airbox  around  it.  adequate  clearance  is 
possible  without  smashing  the  pipe  almost 
shut. 

The  difference  between  a  KLX  and  KL 
is  enormous.  The  50  lb.  weight  difference 
and  motocross  chassis  make  for  an  entirely 
different  bike.  The  only  thing  the  same  is 
the  soft  power.  With  the  huge  reduction  in> 


SEPTEMBER  1979/29 

■nr'-il 


Side  case  has  been  altered  so  the  oil  filter  can  be  changed  without  removing  entire  side  case.  Front  brake  is  very  good  and  is  unaffected  \ 
Sight  gauge  shows  oil  level.  water 
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Ci  I  i:erial 


ight  and  a  larger  32inm  carburetor, 
rfortnance  should  be  drastically  im- 
»ved  but  it's  hard  to  tell  any  difference. 
Tsepower  figures  tell  us  the  unit  churns 
t  21  bhp  but  it  feels  like  less.  All  of  our 
I  riders  complained  about  the  lack  of 
^er.  The  engine  has  to  be  rung  out  like  a 
5  motocrosser  and  almost  abused  if  the 
er  wants  to  ride  aggressively.  Engine 
ponse  is  sluggish  and  revs  build  slowly. 
Honda  XR250  feels  like  a  powerful  bike 
comparison. 

f  a  cross  rut  or  gully  suddenly  pops  up 
front  of  you  when  aboard  a  KLX,  forget 
3ut  pulling  the  front  wheel  up  with  a 
p  of  the  throttle,  you  can't.  But  the 
j.ssis  and  suspension  are  so  good  the 
ichine  will  go  through  without  throwing 
:  rider  off.  It  is  possible  to  fly  the  front 
eel  on  a  KLX,  but  it  takes  a  special 
hnique.  By  cruising  in  second,  quickly 
ning  the  throttle  open,  fanning  the 
tch  and  tugging,  the  front  will  come  up, 
t  it  takes  practice  and  a  good  rider.  Once 
,  balance  is  excellent  and  the  machine 
;sn't  try  to  fall  over  or  loop. 
\  couple  of  test  riders  dragged  the  skid 
ite  when  bottoming  the  suspension 
ough  ditches  and  such.  The  ground 
arance  is  almost  an  inch  less  on  the 
,X  than  it  is  on  a  125  motocrosser. 
:ause  the  four-stroke  engine  is  taller 
m  the  two-stroke  motocrosser,  the 
me's  cradle  has  been  lowered.  Wheel 
ve\  stayed  the  same,  so  it  becomes  easier 
drag  the  skid  plate.  The  problem  isn't 
J  enough  to  cause  trouble  with  control 
the  bike,  but  some  riders  will  be  aware  it 
lappening. 

jeneral  handling  is  hard  to  fault.  The 
,X  steers  as  phecisely  as  a  multi-buck 
;tom.  If  Maico  made  a  four-stroke  sin- 
,  one  would  expect  it  to  steer  like  the 
le  KLX.  Precarious  trails  can  be  ridden 
[h  complete  confidence.  Rocks,  tree 
>ts  and  other  hazards  are  easily  steered 
lund,  not  smashed  into, 
fhe  KLX  is  a  natural  for  wet  areas.  We 
nped  it  into  a  30  in.  deep  creek  for  over 
hour  and  it  didn't  even  sputter.  The 
ikes  weren't  affected  either.  They 
pped  as  well  after  the  submerging  as 
fore.  The  Bridgestone  tires  also  match 
;  wet  area  character  of  the  KLX.  They 
rk  well  in  mud.  on  damp  trails  and  sand, 
ey  are  less  than  great,  however,  on  slip- 
'y  hard  pack. 

^e  had  a  ball  testing  the  KLX.  We  took 

0  the  mountains  several  times  and  to  the 
>ert  once.  It  handles  well  everywhere.  If 
:  engine  produced  five  or  six  more 
rses,  it  would  be  even  better.  When  fast 
oops  are  encountered,  there  simply  isn't 
3ugh  power  available  to  keep  the  front 

1  light.  If  the  rest  of  the  package  wasn't 
good,  this  would  be  a  real  problem.  But 
■  KLX  refuses  to  handle  badly.  It  stays 
ow  straight  through  whoops  and 
ches.  A  solid  feel  is  always  present  and  it 
:sn't  twist  or  flex.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
id  machines  we  have  tested.  Even  when 
:  suspension  has  bottomed  in  a  rock 


Photo  by  Paul  Zeek 


Shift  lever  has  folding  tip. 


whoop,  the  bike  has  a  solid,  unbending 
feel. 

The  KLX  is  a  real  miser  when  it  comes 
to  gas  consumption.  The  2.5  gal.  tank  will 
take  a  hard  rider  over  100  mi.,  while  an 
easy  rider  will  be  able  to  go  over  125  mi. 


Complaints  were  few  on  the  KLX.  One 
tester  didn't  like  the  seating  position,  the 
short  testers  disliked  the  seat  height,  one 
thought  the  push-pull  throttle  turned  too 
hard,  all  thought  the  engine  needed  more 
power. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $1649 

Fork  travel  9.8  in. 

Fork  stanchion 

tube  diameter  36mm 

Rear  wheel 

travel  10.1  in. 

Tire,  front  3.00-21 

Bridgestone 

Tire,  rear  4.50-18 

Bridgestone 
Engine  four-stroke  Single 
Bore  X  stroke  .  .  .  70  x  64mm 
Piston 

displacement  246cc 

Compression  ratio  8.9:1 

Claimed  power    .21.3  bhp 
@  8000  rpm 

Claimed  torque   14.5  ft. 

lb.  @  6500  rpm 

Carburetion  ..32mm  Mikuni 

Ignition  CDI 

Lubrication 
system   wet  sump 

Primary 
drive  ...  straight-cut  gear 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th  9.53 

4th  11.37 

3rd  14.07 

2nd   18.73 

1st  28.58 

Oil  capacity  1.6  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  2.5  gal. 

Fuel  tank 
material  plastic 

Swing  arm 
material   aluminum 


Starter  primary  kick 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

Frame  material  chrome- 

moly  steel 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase  56.0  in. 

Seat  height   36.7  in. 

Seat  width  5.3  in. 

Seat  length   23.0  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center  13.2  in. 
Handlebar  width     33.0  in. 

Footpeg  height   15.5  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top   22.0  in. 


Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center   5.6  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.2  in. 
Swing  arm  length  .  21.0  in. 
Swing  arm  pivot 

to  drive  sprocket 

center  3.8  in. 

Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size  1 .6  in. 

Ground  clearance  12.2  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  28° 

Trail   4.8  in. 

Test  weight  (w/ half- 
tank  fuel)  243  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent  46/54 


FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable 

with  air?   yes 

Rear  shock 

damping  adjustable?  no 
Rear  shocks 

rebuildable?  no 

Provision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?  yes-sight  gauge 
Does  owners  manual 

show  how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?  yes 

Does  pipe  burn 

rider?  no 

Brake  pedal 

height  adjustable?  yes 


48" 


36"  — 


24" 


12"  — 


So  what  docs  a  prcspective  buyer  get  for 
his  $1649?  Near  perfect  chassis,  excellent 
brakes,  excellent  suspension,  and  an  un- 
derstressed  four-stroke  engine  that  will 
probably  run  forever. 

Except  for  the  nitpicking,  the  KLX  was 
right  on.  It  will  probably  be  perfect  for 
many  uses.  Picking  a  better  machine  for 
use  in  the  forests  would  be  hard  indeed. 
With  the  optional  lighting  kit  and  a  little 
hop-up  on  the  engine,  the  bike  could  easily 
win  an  eastern-type  enduro.  The  play  rider 
who  wants  reliability  but  also  demands 
good  handling,  will  love  the  KLX. 

The  KLX  is  a  milestone  in  four-stroke 
off-road  machinery.  Kawasaki  has  done 
what  many  Americans  have  been  doing  for 
years— put  a  reliable  four-stroke  engine  in 
a  proven  chassis.  Seems  funny  it  took  so 
long  for  a  major  company  to  catch  on. 

Now  where  is  the  500?  B 


Engine  bolts  to  frame  in  five  places. 


Lighting  kit  is  optional  and  costs  $49. 
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Now  YOU  Can  Be  A  MOTORCYCl^ 


MECHANIC 


Experts  show 


you  what  to  do,  how  to  do  it , , , 
guide  you  every  step  of  the  way 
to  become  a  skilled  motorcycle  mechanic 


Motorcycle 

Riders  Year  After  Year 


VHorW  out 


„,  Yoot  Honw 


Reg'stervd  motor 
cycles  in  U  S  A 
Source  Stil  Abs 
of  U  S  A  Prepared 
bf  Bur  of  Census 


Cycles  are  big  business 


Motorrvclr 
rogistnilum 
increased  bv 
nearly  .KXr^ 
in  the  ten 
vears  frt>ni 
I9(i5  to  1975. 
And  there 
were  over  5 
million  cycles 
registered  last 
year  -  and 
they  all  re- 
quire mainte- 
nance. 


'  ^Wi^H*"^^^       Y^Q^/^  to 

home  —  "  ,he  knowl- 
edge  y°"  "  «orl""8  '°' 


Motorcycle  Shops  Employ  Quali- 
fied Mechanics.  Has  your  bike  ever 

been  out  of  action  waiting  for 
needed  repairs?  Some  shops  don't 
have  enough  mechanics  on  hand  to 
take  care  of  everyone  as  fast  as  they 
would  like.  Opportunities  vary  in 
different  areas,  and  we  cannot 
promise  you  a  job.  Send  for  survey 
showing  job  placement  success  of 
our  graduates. 


FIRST  FOLD  HERE 


If  you  like  to  ride  a  bike  for  fun  . .  .  learn  how  to  fix  it  for  profit! 
Can  you  imagine  a  better  way  to  earn  your  living  whether  you  choose 
to  work  in  a  cycle  shop  for  somebody  else  or  decide  to  start  your 
own  cycle  repair  business.  Now,  thanks  to  North  American,  there's 
a  fast,  easy  way  to  get  training  at  home  in  your  spare  time.  No  need 
to  quit  school  or  job.  Experts  show  you  step-by-step  everything 
from  minor  tune-ups  to  major  overhauls. 

V/renches,  sockets,  test  instruments  and  more . . . 
You  Get  Everything  for  a  Fast  Start! 

Your  Future  is  in  Your  Own  Hands  —  You  can  decide  for 
yourself  whether  you  want  to  work  for  someone 
else  or  get  into  your  own  cycle  repair  business. 
Start  in  your  spare  time  repairing  cycles  at 
home — or  get  a  job  with  a  motorcycle  shop! 
After  you've  been  a  working  mechanic,  you 
can  decide  whether  you  want  to  start  your 
own  repair  business. 
You'll  Be  the  Center  of  Attraction  in  Your  Circle 
of  Friends — Enjoy  the  admiration  of  friends 
and  neighbors  as  they  flock  around  to  watch 
you  tear  down  and  tune  up  all  kinds  of 
motorcycles.  And  just  think  of  the  satisfac- 
tion in  knowing  you've  got  the  best  perform- 
ng  bike  in  town.  Plus,  you  can  make  extra 
dollars  fixing  motorcycles  for  friends,  neighbors. 

"'°  ^  FIRST  FOLD  HERE 


NO  POSTAGE  NECESSARY  when  you 
mail  this  ENTIRE  Postage-Paid  ad 

To  Mail— Fold  ad  in  following  manner: 


1.  Remove  entire  page- 
tear  or  cut  on  dotted  line 
to  left 

2.  Fold  page  in  half  on 
1st  fold  lines 


3.  Fold  page  again,  on 
2nd  fold  lines 

4.  Tape  or  glue  the  3  open 
sides  and  drop  in  the 
mail  box  today. 
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SEW  f  RtE 


Special  Cycle  Tools  and  Test  Instru- 
ments included  to  start  you  fast!  We 
teach  you  how  to  use  wrenches,  sock- 
ets, Impact  screwdrivers,  timing  lights, 
compression  gauges,  vacuum  gauges, 
degree  vi/heels,  wrench  sets  and  much, 
much  more.  These  are  yours  to  use 
during  your  training  .  .  .  and  yours  to 
keep  In  your  action  packed  career  as 
a  motorcycle  mechanic. 

Motorcycle  Sales  Mean 

Profits  for  Repairmen 

Cycles  are  big  business  . . .  and  so  is  fixing  them!  There 
are  more  than  5  million  motorcycles  registered  in  the 
U.S.  today.  Plus  an  estimated  million  more  dirt  bikes.  No 
wonder  there  is  work  for  the  skilled  repairman. 
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Name. 


_Age_ 


Address. 
City  


.State. 


-Zip. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR 

4500  Campus  Dr.,  Dept.  £0009 ,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 
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Basscini^s 
gotya 

Gomin' 
and 

Goin' 


Reg  Pridmore,  aboard  his  Vetter  KZ-1000 
whipped  a  tough  field  of  competitors  to  taike 
the  1978  AMA  Superbike  Production 
Roadracing  Championship. 
And  what  gave  him 
that  "extra"  edge?    fcij  ^^  . 
A  super-trick  1> 
4-into-l 
exhaust 


The  KZ-1000  Superbike  Pipe  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  systems  being  developed  by  Bassani. 
Superbike  Pipes  for  Suzuki,  Honda  and 
Yamaha  i  will  be  available  soon. 


system  designed  and  built  by  Bassani. 

Now  this  isn't  one  of  your  street  variety 
chrome  exhaust  sets,  but  a  true,  all  out 
production  racer  extractor  system  that  will 
turn  your  knuckles  white.  It  pumps  up  a 
u^opping  22%-25%  power  increase  over 
stock  machines  and  delivers  a  dramatic, 
deep  (louder  than  stock)  exhaust  note. 


Now  you  have  your  choice  of  two 
top-of-the-line  exhaust  systems  for  your 
machine  .  .  .  the  beautifully  chromed 
Bassani  Quiet  System . . . 


or  tfie  gutsy  Superbike  Pipe 
in  competition  black  (chrome 
available  by  special  order). 

Remember,  look  for  the  name  Bassani. 


Bossaol 


Quality  and  Performance  without  Compromise 

For  complete  technical  information  on 
Bassani  two  and  four  stroke  systems, 
send  $1.00. 


*Coming  to  the  race  on  your  touring  machine  or  going  down  the  straightaway  in  Superbike  competition. 


[Bassani] 

3726  E.  Miraloma,  Dept.  B30 
Anaheim,  CA  92806 
(714)  630-1821 


1 


Suzuki's  original 
MOO  and  now  the 
'•St  GS425  is  what's 
'own  as  a  Nice  Lil- 

Bikc.  Nice  Little 
j.cs  get  ridden  to 
I  I'rom  work  or  the 
Ilk  or  school  or  the 
re.  On  the  way  to 

bank  or  work  or 
oool.  Nice  Little  Bikes  may  He  thrashed 
I  contest  of  speed  with  a  fast  car  or  other 
IB.  and  on  a  curvy  road  thev  invite 


riders  to  imitate  Kenny  Roberts.  And 
when  the  cost  of  gas  climbs  above  $1  a 
gallon  and  lines  form  at  ga^  station.s.  the 
NLB  rider  gets  to  be  very  smug  knowing 
his  motorcycle  can  get  up  to  60  mpg  if 
ridden  prudently. 

Like  all  the  other  Japanese  motorcycle 
manufacturers.  Suzuki  has  found  the  for- 
mula for  the  NLB:  four-stroke,  overhead 
cam.  approximately  400cc  Twin.  To 
provide  some  measure  of  novelty,  all  the 
companies  make  their  400cc  Twins  slightly 
different  from  all  the  other  400cc  Twins. 


Suzuki  uses  a  geardriven  counterbalancer 
shaft  running  in  front  of  the  crankshaft, 
while  Honda  and  Kawasaki  opt  for  chain 
driven  counter-rotating  balancers  and  Ya- 
maha skips  the  auxiliary  balance  shafts. 
Suzuki  has  a  six-speed  gearbox  like  Ya- 
maha and  Kawasaki  while  Honda  makes 
due  with  a  live-speed.  Suzuki  uses  a  dou- 
ble overhead  cam  design  with  each  cam 
operating  only  one  valve  per  cylinder.  All 
the  other  little  bikes  have  single  overhead 
cams  and  the  Honda  has  a  three  valve  per 
cylinder  configuration.  Suzuki's  model  .se-> 
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tion  is  similar  to  the  competition. 
:re's  the  base  model  425  tested,  a  luxury 
425E  that  has  cast  wheels  and  a  stepped 
t  and  there's  the  GS425L,  or  Low- 
iger.  with  semi-chopper  styling, 
rhe  biggest  difference  between  the 
^uki  and  its  competition  is  the  addition 
25cc  to  the  engine  this  year,  done  by 
ng  2mm  larger  diameter  pistons,  67mm 
lead  of  65mm.  On  the  400cc  Suzuki  the 
tons  were  the  same  size  as  those  of  the 
750.  Now  the  GS425  pistons  are  be- 
:en  the  67mm  pistons  of  the  750  and  the 
nm  pistons  of  the  GS850,  which  should 
er  lots  of  alternatives  for  big  bore 
leering. 

fwenty-five  cubic  centimeters  isn't  a 
»e  difference  on  a  400cc-class  machine, 
;  the  difference  is  more  noticeable  than 
vould  be  on  a  thousand,  for  instance, 
ere  may  be  an  additional  two  horse- 
*^er  in  those  25cc;  there's  also  more 
que. 

\side  from  the  larger  pistons  and  re- 
ed weight  of  the  gear-driven  counter- 
lancer  to  compensate  for  the  pistons,  the 
1425  is  little  changed  from  the  GS400. 
ere's  the  same  sturdy  and  stable  double 
kvntube  cradle  frame,  same  single  front 
c  and  rear  drum  brake,  same  suspension 
J  same  clean  and  simple  styling. 
In  a  fiea-ely  competitive  class  of  motor- 
;les,  the  GS425  is  the  entry  with  the 
)st  marketable  features.  What  other  400- 
ss  bike  has  dual  overhead  cams,  auto- 
itic  cam  chain  adjuster,  digital  gear 
idout,  six-speed  transmission,  disc  front 
ike,  electric  starter,  gear-driven  counter- 
lancer  shaft,  roller  bearing  crankshaft, 
d  constant  vacuum  carburetors?  Wheth- 
any  or  all  of  these  so-called  features  are 
eded  or  even  worthwhile  on  this  motor- 
:le  can  be  debated. 

In  selected  applications,  each  of  the 
>425's  features  really  are  Good  Things, 
lal  overhead  cams  can  operate  valves 
ectly,  keeping  the  valve  train  light  for 
»h  revs.  Six-speed  transmissions  can  help 
;p  a  cammy  engine  in  the  powerband. 
iller  bearing  crankshafts  may  off'er  slight 
vantages  for  extremely  high  speed 
gines.  and  constant  vacuum  carbs  can 
:p  an  over-carburetored  engine  from 

gging- 

rhe  425  Suzuki  probably  doesn't  need  a 
-speed,  or  dual  cams  or  roller  bearings 
the  crank.  It  doesn't  run  that  fast  and 
ipler  designs  can  work  perfectly  fine, 
t  the  Suzuki  has  a  long  list  of  pieces 
:sumed  to  be  good  and  the  motorcycle 
;lf  works  very  well  indeed  and  the  price 
n  line  with  the  competition  so  who  cares 
t  isn't  any  faster  than  it  would  be  with  a 
:-speed? 

Being  patterned  after  the  larger  Suzuki 
urs.  at  least  in  the  top  end.  means  parts 
;  the  cam  chain  tensioner.  piston  pins, 
n  followers,  adjusting  shims  and  nu- 
rous  bits  and  pieces  are  interchange- 


able even  if  the  piston  size  is  difl'erent  this 
year. 

Riding  the  Suzuki  Twin  could  hardly  be 
easier.  Of  course  the  clutch  lever  interlock 
requires  a  rider  to  hold  in  the  clutch  before 
the  electric  starter  will  turn  over  the  en- 
gine. And  the  choke  lever  mounted  on  the 
lefthand  Mikuni  is  touchy,  inviting  a  rider 
to  tamper  with  the  interlock  so  he  can 
fiddle  with  the  choke  lever  while  trying  to 
start  the  bike. 

Once  the  engine  fires  it  will  idle  at  about 
4000  rpm  with  full  choke.  There's  no  par- 
tial choke  position  on  the  choke  lever  and  it 
takes  a  couple  of  miles  of  riding  before  the 
Suzuki  will  run  without  the  choke  on. 

Riding  through  town  the  engine  feels 
larger  than  a  400  or  even  a  425.  There's 
more  low-end  torque  than  any  of  the  other 
400-class  four-strokes,  enough  so  the 
Suzuki  can  be  run  around  town  in  fifth  and 
even  sixth  gear.  From  6000  rpm  the  power 
is  surprising  for  a  425.  Clutch  pull  is  light 
and  tjie  clutch  is  positive.  Throttle  re- 
sponse is  instantaneous.  Too  instan- 
taneous. Tiny  changes  in  throttle  position 
are  translated  into  the  engine  either  pull- 
ing or  .slowing  down  and  keeping  a  steady 
pace  at  slow  speeds  is  difficult  because  of 
the  twitchy  response  of  the  CV  carbs. 

On  the  highway  the  GS425  is  so  smooth 
it  doesn't  feel  like  a  Twin.  Below  3000  rpm 
the  uneven  firing  intervals  from  the  180° 


Single  front  disc  is  adequate  for  stopping  the 
399  lb.  Suzuki  GS425.  Rear  drum  brake  is 
touchy  and  can  lock  too  easily. 


crank  can  be  felt  as  a  throbbing  when  the 
power  is  on,  but  above  3000  rpm  the 
impulses  blur  and  the  counterbalancers 
work  and  there's  no  more  vibration  than 
most  Fours  have.  Compared  to  the  other 
400s.  the  Honda  spins  faster  at  highway 
speed  and  feels  busier,  though  it's  just  as 
smooth  as  the  Suzuki  while  the  Kawasaki 
is  rougher  and  the  Yamaha  doesn't  have 
any  counterbalancer  shaft  and  is  notice- 
ably rougher. 

Suzuki  jumped  into  the  lead  in  suspen- 
sion development  when  the  GS750  was 
introduced  and  widened  the  gap  between 
itself  and  the  other  Japanese  manufactur- 
ers with  the  GSIOOO's  air/coil  front  forks 
and  adjustable  damping  rear  shocks.  On 
the  GS425,  however,  the  suspension  is  only 
normal.  There's  about  5  in.  of  travel  in 
front  and  a  little  less  than  4  in.  in  back. 
Spring  rates  are  a  bit  firm  for  one  rider  and 
a  bit  soft  for  two  riders.  Damping  is  ade- 
quate to  control  the  399  lb.  bike  in  swift 
riding,  but  on  freeway  expansion  joints  the 
machine  bounces.  So  while  the  GS425 
su.spension  isn't  as  harsh  as  the  Kawa.saki 
KZ400's  suspension,  for  instance,  it  isn't 
any  better  than  the  suspension  on  the 
Yamaha  XS400  or  Honda  Hawk. 

Handling  is  competent.  There  are  no 
surprises,  no  real  flaws.  Being  relatively 
light  and  small,  the  GS425  responds 
quickly  and  with  little  effort.  It's  not  as 


Front  forks  have  5. 1  in.  of  travel  and  are  of 
conventional  design.  On  rough  roads  they 
can  be  harsh,  but  are  well  controlled. 


Folding  footpegs  are  new  on  all  the  GS 
Suzukis  in  1979. 


Dual  34mm  Mikuni  CV  carbs  yield  twitchy 
throttle  response.  Choke  lever  has  only  one 
position,  full  on,  which  gives  a  fast  idle  speed 
of  4000  rpm. 


flighty  as  the  Yamaha  RD400  or  even  the 
Yamaha  XS400:  it  feels  larger  than  the 
Yamahas  and  requires  correspondingly 
larger  movements  to  make  it  turn  the  same 
amount.  Ground  clearance  is  certainly 
adequate  for  normal  riding,  while  the  can- 
yon racers  will  find  the  centerstand  scrapes 
on  hard  lefthand  turns  and  the  folding 
footpeg  (new  this  year  on  all  Suzukis)  will 


Automatic  cam  chain  tensioner  is  shared 
with  all  the  Suzuki  street  bikes. 


The  3. 7  gal.  gas  tank  runs  onto  reserve  at 
about  140  mi.  and  has  a  190  mi.  range. 
Locking  cover  over  the  cap  makes  tank  bag 
installation  more  difficult. 


contact  first  on  righthanders.  The  limits  of 
cornering  clearance  are  about  the  .same  as 
the  tire's  limits  and  scraping  the  pegs  on 
les.s-than-perfect  surfaces  means  the  rear 
end  will  be  sliding  slightly  at  the  same 
time.  All  controllable  and  all  in  good  fun. 

As  a  commuter  scooter  the  Suzuki  Twin 
has  few  shortcomings.  The  sudden  throttle 
response  is  the  most  noticeable  flaw.  Oth- 


ers are  tiny  matters  such  as  the  lack  of 
ignition  switch  mounted  steering  loi 
We'd  gladly  trade  the  locking  cover  o> 
the  gas  cap  for  a  fork  lock  integrated  w 
the  ignition.  But  then  we  don't  much  c; 
for  the  cover  over  the  gas  cap.  The  locki 
cap  u.sed  on  the  GSIOOO  is  a  far  bet 
.solution. 

Controls  on  the  Suzuki  are  first  ra 
Non-self-cancelling  signals  are  easy 
reach,  the  horn  and  starter  buttons  i 
handy  (but  the  horn  should  be  loude 
brake  and  clutch  levers  are  clo.se  enou 
and  require  little  muscle  power.  The  ha 
diebars  on  the  425  are  narrower  than  t 
larger  Suzuki  bars,  don't  bend  back 
much  and  proved  more  popular  with  ev( 
test  rider  than  the  bars  on  the  larg 
Suzukis.  Contrary  to  modern  fashion,  t 
seat  on  the  base  model  425  isn't  siepp 
and  it  was  fine  for  normal  use.  Instrumei 
are  easy  to  read,  even  the  digital  gc 
readout.  This  year  Suzuki  has  started  usi 
individual  bulbs  to  illuminate  the  readc 
instead  of  the  light  emitting  diodes.  T 
result  is  a  brighter,  more  easily  read  displ 
and  less  expensive  light  replacement.  Oi 
motorcycle  that  even  includes  the  gt 
readout  it's  surprising  not  to  find  an 
pressure  warning  light,  though. 

Braking  power  is  a  match  for  the  spe 
potential  of  the  GS425,  though  the  re 
brake  is  a  bit  touchy.  The  single  front  d 
is  powerful,  easy  to  control,  and  does 
fade.  The  rear  brake  can  lock  more  eas 
than  it  should  but  it's  plenty  powerful  f 
the  size  of  the  Suzuki. 

One  almost-shortcoming  of  many  coi 
muter  bikes  is  gas  mileage.  Big  bikes  j 
between  40  and  50  mpg  in  normal  use  ai 
have  gas  tanks  large  enough  so  they  can 
200  mi.  between  fill-ups.  But  the  4tX)s- 
of  them  -don't  get  appreciably  belt 
mileage  than  bikes  twice  their  si/e.  T 
425  got  52  mpg  in  the  100  mi.  CW  milea 
loop,  not  a  bad  performance,  but  n 
exceptional  either.  Out  on  a  weekei 
photo  shoot  and  accompanying  a  Yama 
750  and  a  Suzuki  1000.  the  Suzuki  w 
getting  54  mpg.  the  Yamaha  50  mpg  ai 
the  1000  got  48  mpg.  But  because  of  the  j 
gal.  gas  tank  the  Suzuki  425  had  the  sho 
est  range  of  the  three  bikes.  There's  roo 
for  improvement  here. 

Overall  the  Suzuki  stacks  up  well  agait 
the  competition.  It's  at  least  as  fast 
faster  than  the  other  400cc  four-stroki 
has  noticeably  more  low-end  torque  .so 
feels  faster,  is  an  excellent  handling  mott 
cycle,  easy  to  ride  and  convenient  to  us 

Everyone  w  ho  rode  the  Suzuki  made  t 
same  sort  of  comments:  Nice  little  bil 
perfect  manners,  no  flaws,  yet  after 
minutes  you  feel  you  have  plumbed 
depths. 

If  there's  little  to  .say  about  the  425.  i 
because  there  is  little  to  criticize.  A  Ni 
Little  Bike. 
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Ci 


SUZUKI 


ECIFICATIONS 

t  price   $1589 

gine  dohc  Twin 

re  X  stroke  .  67  x  60mm 

(placement  423cc 

mpression  ratio      9.1 :1 

rburetion   (2)  34mm 

Mikuni  CV 

filtration  dry  foam 

lition  battery/points 

iimed  power  na 

limed  torque   na 

brication 

iystem  wet  sump 

capacity  2.2  qt. 

3l  capacity  3.7  gal. 
commended 

uel   unleaded 

irter  electric,  kick 

ernator  12v180w 

adiigfit  50/35w 

tungsten 

jtch   multiplate  wet 

mary 

drive  helical  gear 

lal 

jrive  #530  o-ring  chain 
ar  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th   6.50 

)th   7.34 

Uh   8.59 

5rd  10.54 

>nd  13.57 

1st   18.79 

>nt 

iuspension  .  telescopic 
fork 

ravel  5.1  in. 

ar  suspension  swing 
arm 

ravel  3.8  in. 

)nt  tire  3.00-18  IRC 

GS-11  AW 
ar  tire   3.50-18  IRC 

GS-1 1  AW 

)nt  brake  1 1-in.  disc 

ar  brake  7-in.  drum 

tal  brake  swept 

area  137.6  sq.  in. 

ake  loading  (160-lb. 

nder)  4.06  Ib./sq.  in. 

leelbase  55.0  in. 

rk  rake  angle   28° 

lil  3.7  in. 

indlebar  width  .  30.5  in. 

aX  height   31.2  in. 

at  width   10.0  in. 

otpeg  height  11.2  in. 
ound  clearance  6.2  in. 
St  weight  (w/half-tank 

fuel)  399  lb. 

5ight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent  45/55 

OSS  vehicle  weight 

rating  748  lb. 

ad  capacity  349  lb. 


ACCELERATION 


150] — I — I — I — I — p— I — I — r 


125 


100 


Time  to  speed 

Time  to  distance—— 


T3 
CO 

a. 


'/t  mi 


1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 3000 


2500 


2000 


1500 


PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  5280  rpm 
Power/weight  ratio 

(160-lb.  rider)  na 

Fuel  consumption  52  mpg 
Speedometer  error; 

30  mph  indicated  28  mph 

60  mph  indicated  . 53  mph 
Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  32  ft. 

from  60  mph  141  ft. 

Standing  start 

Vi-mile   14.43  sec. 

@  89.91  mph 
Speed  after  V2  mile  98  mph 
Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st  35.4  mph 

2nd   49.0  mph 

3rd  63.1  mph 

4th  77.4  mph 

5th  90.6  mph 

6th  102.3  mph 

ACCELERATION 

0-30  1.9  sec. 

0-40  2.9  sec. 

0-50  4.3  sec. 

0-60  6.1  sec. 

0-70  8.2  sec. 

0-80  10.8  sec. 

0-90  14.5  sec. 
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EVALUATIONS 


The  Art  of  Keeping  Dry 


o  matter  what  else  one  can  say 
about  the  EngUsh— oil  leaks  and 
electrics  come  to  mind— one  must 
grant  first  that  the  English  lead  the  world 
when  it  comes  to  being  batty  about  bikes, 
and  second  that  their  weather  is  awful. 
Rainy  and  cold  and  all  that. 

Put  enthusiasm  and  bad  weather  to- 
gether and  you  get  what  has  become  a 
world  standard:  The  English  Riding  Suit. 
The  U.S.  has  leather  jackets,  the  Italians 
rule  the  cafe  colors  brigade  and  the 
English  keep  you  warm  and  dry. 

Because  this  is  so,  and  because  an 
English  suit  is  more  like  others  of  its  kind 
than  it's  like  riding  suits  from  other  coun- 
tries, we  rounded  up  a  collection,  the  best 
of  the  breed,  and  tried  them  all  during  the 
most  recent  winter. 
To  wit: 

Mascot  Suit 

Every  product  should  have  a  salesman 
like  Harry  Anton.  He's  the  proprietor  of 
the  Outrider,  a  retail  and  mail-order  store 
in  Los  Angeles  (10545  W.  Pico  Blvd.,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.  90064)  and  he  imports  and 
distributes  the  Mascot  suit. 

Late  last  fall,  after  we  published  a  report 
on  cold  weather  gear,  Anton  called  the  CW 
offices  and  said  his  suits  would  beat  any  on 
the  market.  Come  try  some,  he  invited. 

Two  of  our  guys  did.  Never  mind  that 
this  was  at  his  invitation,  that  we  were 
already  customers.  We  got  the  full  treat- 
ment. Harry  held  a  suit  under  water  to 
prove  it  wouldn't  leak.  He  described  its 
toughness,  as  tested  by  himself  in  a  fall  on 
the  road.  He  sat  us  through  a  short  movie 
of  a  guy  riding  in  the  Arctic,  as  proof  that 
the  Mascot  suit  is  warm. 

Salesmanship?  No,  make  that  faith. 
Harry  Anton  believes  in  the  Mascot  suit. 

The  suit  justifies  his  belief 

Outwardly,  the  Mascot  is  a  normal  type 
riding  suit.  Comes  in  black  or  electric  blue, 
sized  small,  medium,  large  or  extra  large. 
It's  an  over-clothes  suit,  which  means  you 
don't  have  to  wear  it  to  dinner  and  also 
that  the  wearer  takes  on  that  bulky,  layered 
look,  as  if,  as  the  cat-callers  say,  your 
mother  dresses  you  funny. 

First  secret  of  the  Mascot's  success  is 
something  called  Dunloproof  It's  a  poly- 
urethane  coated  nylon  that's  absolutely 
water  and  wind-proof  Not  only  does  it 
turn  back  water  under  a  faucet,  it  also  stays 
dry  on  the  road.  The  60-mph  rain  doesn't 
drive  itself  through  the  fabric  on  the  high- 
way and  the  puddle  that  always  collects 
between  the  bike  seat  and  the  front  of  your 
lap  just  sits  there.  Doesn't  ooze  through  to 
your  nether  regions.  If  you've  ever  gotten  a 


cold,  uh,  seat  from  a  few  minutes  in  the 
rain  while  wearing  a— ha!— water-resistant 
suit,  you'll  appreciate  what  genuine  water- 
proofness  is  worth. 

The  Mascot  obviously  was  designed  by 
people  who  ride  in  the  rain.  There's  a  front 
zipper  backed  up  by  wide  flaps  and  a 
generous  row  of  snaps.  The  collar  is  Velcro 
and  there  are  zippers  for  sleeves  and  cuffs. 
The  middle  of  the  jacket  has  a  belt  and 
there's  a  drawstring  at  the  jacket  bottom,  so 
most  of  the  wind  is  kept  out  and  the  jacket 
can  be  cinched  down  for  less  flapping  in  a 


headwind.  The  jacket  has  three  pockets, 
the  front,  and  each  pocket  flap  folds  ov 
itself,  then  is  held  down  by  a  pair  of  snaj 
It's  possible,  given  enough  rain  for  enou 
time,  to  get  water  down  the  neck.  Wi 
gauntlet  gloves,  your  sleeves  will  stay  d 
Neither  of  our  Mascot  wearers  had  a 
seepage  around  the  middle. 

Jacket  and  pants  are  quilted  inside,  wi 
foam  and  some  sort  of  acrylic  material  th 
insulates  and  doesn't  add  weight  or  bul 
Depending  on  speed,  bike  condition  ai 
personal  metabolism,  the  Mascot  weai 
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ey  Aren't  Stylish,  but  English  Riding  Suits  Are  Dry 


iwstring  keeps  draft  from  entering  bottom 
Mascot  jacket. 


era  patch  closes  Mascot  collar  It  can  be 
usted  with  one  hand  while  riding. 


1  use  the  suit  over  regular  work  clothes 
A  n  to  60°  or  so  ambient,  and  a  heavy 
;ater  will  work  within  the  suit  down  to 
haps  45°.  Add  thermal  underwear  and 
h  and  the  suit  will  keep  you  warm  until 
hands  and  face  can't  take  any  more. 
''R)bablv  because  of  the  light  weight,  the 


Zippered  pant  leg  isn 't  tight  enough  or  long 
enough  to  keep  from  hiking  up  a  boot. 


ability  to  keep  cool  as  the  day  warms  is  also 
good.  Unzip  cufls  and  sleeves  and  the 
jacket  front  while  keeping  the  snaps  fas- 
tened extends  the  season  of  the  Ma.scot.  Or 
you  can  take  ofi"  the  pants  and  wear  the 
loosened  jacket.  No  warmer  than  a  leather 
jacket  and  lots  safer  than  bare  arms  or 
shirtsleeves. 

The  Mascot  isn't  perfect.  There  are 
riders  who  plain  don't  like  Velcro  and 
zippers.  The  drawstring  comes  with  little 
wooden  beads  so  the  string  doesn't  get  lost, 
but  the  wind  can  tangle  the  beads  into  the 
strings  and  leave  you  picking  at  the  result- 
ing knot  while  the  other  guys  are  halfway 
through  lunch.  One  drawstring  has  disinte- 
grated on  a  coat  so  far.  The  belt  displays  an 
uncanny  knack  of  turning  itself  over  in  its 
loops. 

More  serious,  the  English  may  have 
shorter  legs  than  Americans  have.  The 
trouser  legs  are  short  and  the  slick  lining, 
which  makes  getting  the  pants  on  and  oH" 


easy,  rides  up  your  boots.  Our  medium- 
size  man  traded  for  a  large-size  pair  of 
trousers  just  to  get  enough  leg  to  keep  the 
cufls  below  his  boot  tops.  Firmer  fastening 
would  be  nice. 

The  Mascot  is  washable,  a  plus  you'll 
appreciate  after  a  day  in  wake  of  trucks, or 
after  you  overdo  the  chain  lube,  and  at  this 
writing,  eight  months  after  we  got  the  suits, 
they  are  in  fine  shape.  No  frays,  tears  or 
worn  spots— save  for  the  drawstring.  At 
$89.95  for  the  jacket,  $79.95  for  the  trou- 
sers, the  Mascot  is  more  costly  than  aver- 
age. But  for  keeping  you  warm  and  dry, 
with  minimum  care  and  light  weight,  the 
Mascot  would  be  hard  to  beat. 

Belstaff  Enduro 

Ow  ning  a  Belstafl"  Enduro  suit  isn't  just 
owning  a  suit.  It's  also  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  a  secret  society,  complete  with  initia- 
tion ceremonies,  rituals  and  the  feeling 
that  surviving  all  the  fu.ss  is  somehow 
worth  it,  even  when  you  can't  explain  just 
how. 

The  BelstafT  in  this  case,  is  the  classic 
version,  waxed  cotton  and  all.  Famous 
among  motorcyclists  since  the  days  of  the 
plunger  hub,  the  Belstafl"  waxed  cotton  is 
something  of  a  legend. 

Also  .something  of  a  survivor,  in  that 
when  most  current  suits  take  advantage  of 
various  fabulous  fabrics  and  inventions, 
the  enduro  suit  gives  away  nothing  to 
progress. 

Waxed  cotton  is  the  secret.  The  English 
use  funny  words  and  in  this  case,  wax  isn't 
wax.  Not  like  ski  wax  or  surfboard  wax  or 
floor  wax.  Belstafl"  wax  is  more  like  a  fluid, 
an  oil.  Jacket  and  pants  are  made  of  heavy 
cotton,  closely  woven  and  sturdy  as  steel  in 
its  own  right.  The  wax  is  soaked  into  the 
fabric,  making  the  suit  truly  waterproof 
and  nearly  indestructable. 

The  wax  al.so  gives  the  suit  its  own. 
distinct,  odor.  Like  creosote  mixed  with 
linseed  oil  plus  something  the  memory 
can't  quite  catch.  Odd,  is  what  it  smells 
like.  Not  unpleasant,  not  quite,  but 
diflerent. 

This  makes  for  problems.  We  know  a 
man  whose  new  bride  threw  his  treasured 
jacket  in  the  trash.  She  found  it  in  the 
garage,  piled  in  a  corner  becau.se  not  even 
a  bachelor  enduro  rider  would  keep  a 
Belstafl"jacket  in  the  closet  with  the  rest  of 
the  clothes.  Pile  of  old  rags,  she  figured  and 
out  it  went.  Nearly  ended  the  marriage  on 
the  spot. 

What  the  waxed  cotton  al.so  does,  along 
with  repel  thorns  and  brambles  and  water 
and  wind,  is  attract  dust  and  dirt.  Like  a 
magnet,  the  waxed  cotton  pulls  grit  out  of 
the  air  and  glues  it  to  the  surface  of  the 
suit.  ^ 


tos  t>y  Steve  Kimball 
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Corduroy  on  the  inside  and  a  buckle  outside 
keep  the  collar  of  the  enduro  jacket  water- 
tight. 


Leather  patches  on  shoulders,  elbows  and 
shins  increase  protection. 


Six  pockets,  four  in  front  and  two  in  back, 
have  weather-tight  overflaps  and  lots  of 
room. 


And  you  can't  just  wash  it.  no  sir.  Warm 
water  or  soap  or  dry  cleaning  would  de- 
wax  the  fabric.  What  you  do  instead  is  give 
the  suit  a  cold  bath.  Hang  the  suit  on  a  peg. 
hose  it  down  and  rub  with  a  sponge  or  rag. 
Some  of  the  dirt  will  come  off.  The  rest  will 
ingrain  itself  and  as  the  years  and  miles  roll 


Snaps  and  buckles  allow  plenty  of  adjust- 
ment on  pant  legs. 


Leather  reinforcement  keeps  suit  from  cha 
ing  where  it  rubs  against  a  motorcycle. 


on,  the  jacket  gets  slicker  and  tougher  and 
finally  develops  a  sheen  nothing  can 
tarnish. 

The  design  is  outwardly  conventional: 
the  jacket  has  a  front  zipper  with  overflap 
and  snaps;  it  and  the  trousers  are  suppo.sed 
to  be  worn  over  clothes.  There's  insulation 
between  outer  shell  and  lining  and  the 
lining  is  smooth,  so  you  can  pull  the  suit  on 
without  hassle. 

As  befits  ihe  enduro  suit,  there  are  six 
pockets,  four  in  front,  two  in  back.  All  fold 
over  themselves  and  the  double  snaps  .seal 
without  failure.  Nothing  will  bounce  out, 
nor  will  water  get  in. 

Lack  of  modern  methods  means  the 
collar  fastens  with  buckles.  Likewise  the 
cuffs.  This  means  it  takes  more  time  getting 
in  and  out  and  making  everything  fit  just 
right. 

It  also  means  everything  m///  fit  just 
right.  The  cuffs  can  be  snugged  down  over 
street  or  road-race  boots.  They  also  have 
enough  room  to  be  worn  over  lace-up  or 
even  plastic  motocross  boots,  and  because 
they  are  firmly  fastened,  they  don't  ride  up. 

The  pants  snap  at  the  waist.  The  jacket 
has  side  adjustment  for  tightness,  plus  a 
belt  at  the  waist.  (As  another  sign  that  this 
jacket  was  designed  by  people  who  care, 
the  belt  has  its  own  belt,  to  attach  the  main 
one  to  the  loops  so  it  won't  fall  out,  gel  lost 
or  turn  over.)  There  is  no  drawstring,  but 
none  of  our  men  who  own  these  suits  have 
reported  any  problem  with  wind  or  rain 
getting  inside. 

The  Belstaff  Enduro  is  waterproof. 
Never  any  sign  of  rain  blowing  in,  or 
soaking  in,  not  even  on  day-long  woods 
rides  with  stream  crossings  that  gave  wet 
feet  until  camp  was  reached  that  night. 

The  suit  is  warm.  Good  rig  to  have  on  in 
the  snow,  in  fact,  and  our  coldest  riding, 
down  to  40°.  didn't  faze  the  man  in 
Belstaff  and  sweater  (real  wool,  from 
Scotland,  y'know.  Must  keep  up  the 
image). 


The  Belstaff  enduro  is  al.so  heavy.  Whe 
the  day  warms,  the  suit  becomes  hot.  1  li 
weight  is  part  of  this,  and  we  suspect  ihc 
the  waxed  cotton  doesn't  breathe  in  tli 
manner  of  modern  fabrics.  The  rain  sia\j 
out,  your  sweat  and  body  heat  stay  in  an| 
if  you  ride  in  changing  climates,  it  pays  ti 
be  ready  to  take  the  suit  off  and  stow  i 
until  the  sun  starts  down  or  you  get  ini, 
colder  air.  j 

Heck  of  a  review.  The  Belstaff  endui] 
quickly  comes  to  look  like  a  pile  of  rags.  ! 
smells  funny.  It's  heavy  and  cumbersom 
and  every  place  they  could  have  use 
Velcro  or  a  zipper,  they  doubled  the  snap. 

And  we  wouldn't  be  without  one.  Due  l 
the  above  limitations,  this  enduro  suit  isn 
the  best  bet  for  the  road.  We've  worn  on 
on  trips  and  it  works,  but  the  good  poin 
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Brass  buckle  closes  collar.  The  adjustment 
is  adequate,  but  slow 


Four  pockets  on  the  lacket  are  closed  with 
snapping  overflaps 


''^ree  screened  vent  holes  are  under  the 
m  of  both  Belstaff  jackets. 


Jacket  cuffs  are  closed  with  brass  snaps 

the  pant  legs  creep  up  his  boot.  The  elastic 
waistband  is  capable  of  fitting  all  reasona- 
bly normal  shaped  humans.  Besides  the 
elastic  waistband,  there's  a  zipper  on  the 
side  of  the  pants  to  make  entry  and  exit 
easier,  plus  allowing  one  access  to  a  nor- 
mal pant  pocket  below.  Zippers  on  the 
cutis  close  the  cufls  to  fit  tightly  over  boots. 
1  he  cuH  w  idth  is  noticeably  narrower  than 
on  the  Mascot  trousers,  meaning  the 
Belstafi'  pants  won't  go  on  without  first 
taking  off  one's  boots,  but  this  also  means 
the  trouser  legs  won't  come  creeping  up 
the  boot  tops  because  of  the  snug  fit. 

On  the  seal  of  the  Belstaff  pants  is  a 
second  laver  of  nvlon  material  for  rein-> 
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Zipper  and  snap  make  pants  easy  to  put  on 
and  provide  access  to  pant  pockets 
underneath. 


Pants  are  cut  long  and  a  brass  zipper  l<eeps 
tlie  pant  leg  tight  enough  so  it  doesn't  creep 
up  a  boot. 


forcement.  All  the  seams  are  double 
stitched  and  the  Belstaff  suit  has  the  same 
look  of  durability  as  an  anvil. 

The  Trailmaster  jacket  offers  its  own 
conveniences.  The  four  pockets,  two  on  the 
chest  and  two  larger  pockets  down  lower, 
are  spacious  enough  to  carry  an  entire  si.x- 
pack.  Double  snapped  fold-over  pocket 
tops  keep  water  out  and  whatever  is  inside 
stavs  inside.  There's  a  mid-length  belt 
around  the  jacket,  but  no  drawstring.  The 
coat  is  plenty  long  enough  to  cover  the  top 
of  the  pants  and  provide  thorough  protec- 
tion for  a  rider. 

Under  the  arms  of  the  coat  are  three 
screened  vents  on  each  side  for  ventilation. 
The  collar  has  a  corduroy  material  inside 
to  help  stop  water  without  wicking  it  in, 
but  the  material  can  chafe  a  neck  on  long 
rides.  The  collar  is  closed  with  a  brass 
buckle,  not  the  quickest  thing  to  get  into  or 
out  of.  but  a  sturdy  and  reliable  closure. 

Sleeves  on  the  Belstatf  coat  are  closed 
with  bra.ss  snaps  that  otfer  a  choice  of 
opening  sizes  but  need  gauntlet  gloves  for 
warmth.  The  jacket  is  clo.sed  with  another 


Barbour  Suitt 


bra.ss  zipper  and  an  overllap  is  closed  with 
brass  snaps. 

A  Trailmaster  .\L500  is  not  a  convenient 
suit  to  jump  into  or  out  of  It  takes  work 
and  it  takes  time.  It's  not  intended  to  be 
used  for  a  quick  jaunt  dow  n  to  the  corner 
store.  Where  the  Belstaff  Trailmaster 
shines  is  on  a  ver\  long  ride  a  long  way 
from  home  when  the  weather  is  absolutely 
as  foul  as  a  human  can  endure.  It  could 
only  come  from  England. 

Available  through  \c)ur  dealer  in  black 
onlv.  Jacket  sizes  small,  medium  and  large, 
pant  sizes  29  to  35  in.  inseam.  Cost  is 
S93.85  for  the  jacket  and  $61.65  for  the 
pants. 


Barbour  Suit 

Like  the  Belstaff  Enduro.  the  Harbo  r 
Suit  is  a  serious  nn)torcycling  garmen- 
Ihe  dull  sheen  from  the  waxeci  bhuf 
cotton  suit  would  be  enough  to  make  anr 
one  look  serious.  Unlike  the  Belsiatl'.  tli 
Barbour  is  onlv  available  in  black. 

C\)nstruction  of  both  waxed  cotton  su  i 
is  similar.  There's  the  heavy  outer  materi: 
with  a  lighter  plaid  cotton  lining.  It  s  wan 
and  it's  tough.  On  the  seat  and  knees  of  t'f 
pants  is  sewn  an  extra  lavcr  of  the  outi 
material  for  reinforcement.  The  jacket  ) 
closed  by  a  brass  zipper  and  a  wide  snae 
closed  overtUip.  The  pants  have  an  elasH 
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I'.orial 


'ar  buckle  is  long  enough  for  the  jacket  to 
•>e  over  sweaters  or  scarfs. 


-position  snaps  close  the  cuffs  to  seal 
water  and  wind^ 


iouble  overflap  with  zipper  and  snaps 
ses  the  Barbour  coat.  Lower  pockets  are 
•p  and  all  the  pockets  can  carry  bulky 

IS. 

.tband  with  a  pair  of  zippers  providing 
!ss  to  regular  pants  underneath, 
he  Barbour  suit  is  intended  to  be  worn 
•  regular  clothes,  but  it's  not  cut  as  fully 
he  Belstaff  suit.  The  jacket  is  sold  by 
a  sizes  and  it  will  fit  over  the  appropri- 
sizes,  but  it's  a  bit  snug.  Same  for  the 
Is.  Rather  than  being  sold  by  inseam 
Uh.  the  pants  are  sold  by  waist  size.  A 
1  who  wears  a  size  32  trouser  should 
:r  a  larger  than  normal  size  of  Barbour 
ts.  particularly  if  he's  got  long  legs  and 
sn't  want  the  pant  legs  creeping  up  his 
ts. 


Pant  legs  and  seat  have  a  reinforcing  second 
layer  of  waxed  cotton. 


Snaps  and  buckles  give  lots  of  adjustment 
on  Barbour  pant  legs. 


Holding  the  pant  legs  tight  around  the 
boot  are  a  row  of  snap-closed  straps  and 
buckle  at  the  bottom.  There's  enough 
room  in  the  pant  legs  to  thrust  a  foot 
through,  but  there's  not  enough  room  if  the 
foot  has  a  boot  on  already.  Better  plan  on 
spending  several  minutes  just  getting  the 
Barbour  pants  on. 

Getting  into  the  jacket  is  easier.  There 
are  snaps  closing  the  sleeves,  a  buckle 
closing  the  corduroy  lined  collar,  and  a 
wide  belt  going  around  the  middle.  And 
like  all  English  riding  suits,  the  jacket 
zipper  is  lefthanded. 

Once  into  the  Barbour  jacket,  things  are 
quite  comfy.  There  are  small  vent  holes  in 
the  arm  pits.  The  corduroy  collar  keeps  out 
water  but  works  best  when  there's  a  scarf 
or  high  necked  sweater  protecting  the 
neck.  The  jacket  is  long  waisted.  so  a 
motorcyclist  is  thoroughly  protected  even 
when  sitting  on  a  bike.  On  the  front  of  the 
jacket  are  four  pockets,  all  closed  with  snap 
down  overflaps  and  the  top  two  pockets 
have  a  zipper  under  the  overflap.  Inside 
the  jacket  there's  a  small  pocket  in  the 
lining  over  the  chest.  Pocket  space  is  ade- 
quate, though  less  than  the  six-pocket 
Belstafl". 

As  usual  for  waxed  cotton  suits.  Barbour 
sells  its  own  brand  of  "thornproof  dress- 
ing" that  keeps  the  Barbour  suit  water- 
proof and  durable,  if  not  clean  or 
attractive. 

Our  Barbour  suits,  like  the  Bclstaff  En- 
duro.  naturally  tend  to  be  used  by  oR"-road 
riders.  The  greasy  spot  that  remains  after  a 
man  in  a  Barbour  suit  gels  up  off  a  seat 
makes  the  Barbour  suit  less  than  appealing 
to  the  man  who  wants  to  stop  in  a  cafe 
while  on  the  road.  And  the  time  and  effort 
needed  to  install  a  Barbour  suit  on  a  body 
is  only  acceptable  to  a  man  going  out  to 
battle  thorns  and  rocks  and  wind  and  rain 
and  who  knows  he  needs  all  the  rugged- 
ness  the  Barbour  suit  provides. 

Available  only  through  Yamaha  dealers. 
The  jacket,  in  sizes  34  to  46.  costs  S89.95. 
Pants  in  sizes  from  30  to  42  .sell  for  $69.95. 1 


Four  pockets  on  the  front  of  the  Barbour  suit 
close  with  snap  fastening  overflaps.  The  top 
pockets  also  have  zipper  closures. 


^4-  i 


Inside  the  Barbour  coat  there's  a  pocket  in 
the  cotton  lining. 


SEPTEMBER  1979/45 


DUNSTALL 
STYLING  FOR  THE 
SUZUKI  GSIOOO 
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Photos  by  Steve  Kimball  and  John  UL 


If/ or  Port 

he  GS1000XT  Kit 

)efinifely  Looks 
Jnique 

Everybody's  got  their  own  idea  of 
good  styling  and  opinions  are  di- 
vided on  how  a  sports  bike  should 
ok.  So  it's  no  surprise  that  the  distinctive, 
ishy  Dunstall  Suzuki  we  recently  tried 
ew  a  lot  of  looks  and  a  lot  of  comments 
o  and  con. 

"That  thing's  so  ugly  only  an  idiot 
)uld  be  seen  in  public  on  it."  said  one 
•server. 

"Gosh,  that's  a  beautiful  bike."  said 
lother.  a  few  moments  later. 
One  way  or  the  other,  the  cafe  look 
iplied  to  the  Suzuki  GSIOOOE  by  noted 
iglish  performance  accessory  parts  man- 
iacturer  Paul  Dunstall  attracted  attention 
id  stood  out  from  the  crowd.  The  angular 
les.  red  striping  on  the  black  fairing  and 
d  seat  panels  demand  notice.  There  isn't 
lything  quite  like  it  on  the  road. 
You  can't  buy  a  complete,  ready-to-ride 
SIOOO  cafe  Suzuki  from  The  Paul  Dun- 
ill  Organization.  Inc..  but  you  can  buy 
e  parts  and  either  do  it  yourself  or  have  a 
:al  shop  install  the  pieces.  (In  England, 
ey  sell  the  complete  motorcycle  with 
unstall  kit  and  call  it  the  Dunstall 
SIOOOXT.) 

Buying  the  styling  parts  in  the  United 
utes  costs  $669,  plus  tax.  The  kit  includes 
[iberglass  front  fender;  fiberglass  fairing 
th  windscreen:  fiberglass  seat  base,  tail- 
:tion  and  rear  fender;  dual  cafe  seat  with 
J  side  and  rear  panels;  stubby  bars  that 
»emble  upside-down  clubman  bars;  a 
ur-into-one  exhaust  with  muffler  plus  all 
e  brackets  and  hardware  needed. 
The  bike  we  rode  was  fitted  with  29mm 
ikuni  smoothbore  carbs  and  the  cylinder 
ad  had  been  ported  and  polished.  But 
e  Dunstall  people  found  that  dealers 
uld  buy  Mikuni  smoothbores  from  U.S.- 
ised  distributors  for  less  than  Dunstall 
uld  afford  to  sell  them  wholesale.  So  it's 
[certain  whether  or  not  the  carbs  will  be 
Id  as  a  Dunstall  part.  As  far  as  the 
linder  head  porting  goes,  that's  un- 
■cided.  too.  while  Dunstall  negotiates 
th  an  independent  tuner  to  handle  the 
Lxlifications. 

For  reference,  a  set  of  Mikuni  smooth- 
ires  costs  S333  and  cylinder  head  porting 
sts  $275  from  Yoshimura  Speed  Center. 
58  Placentia.  Costa  Mesa.  Calif.  92626. 
14)  642-7094. 

The  Dunstall  Dart  fairing  looks  like. 
:ll.  a  dart.  It's  frame  mounted  and 
eeps  back  to  a  point  just  ahead  of  the 
erage  rider's  knees— in  fact,  the  rider's 
lees  often  bump  up  against  the  fairing 
ider  hard  braking,  but  that's  as  much  a 
nction  of  the  seat  shape  as  the  design  of 
e  fairing. 


The  sides  of  the  fairing  are  flared 
enough  to  clear  the  tips  of  the  short  han- 
dlebars, but  steering  lock  must  be  limited 
to  keep  the  bars  from  hitting  the  forward 
portion  of  the  inner  fairing.  Metal  bump- 
ers on  the  fairing  mounts  reduce  lock  by 
intercepting  the  lower  triple  clamp.  Even 
so.  several  staffers  reported  that  their 
hands  were  pinched  between  the  bars  and 
the  sides  of  the  fairing  when  maneuvering 
at  slow  speeds,  as  in  a  parking  lot.  With 
less  lock,  moving  the  bike  around  inside  a 
garage  is  a  back  up.  turn,  roll  forward, 
back  up.  turn,  roll  forward,  etc.  affair. 

Once  out  of  the  driveway  and  on  the 
road,  the  limited  steering  lock  isn't  gener- 
ally noticed.  But  the  bars  are.  At  least  one 
staffer  complained  that  the  bars  made  his 
wrists  ache,  and  asked  why  such  sports 
fairings  couldn't  be  designed  to  use  longer, 
flat  bars  like  those  found  on  the  BMW 
RIOOS  or  Honda  CB400F. 

The  seating  position  is  wrong.  Rear  set 


pegs  weren't  used  because  Dunstall 
wanted  to  retain  two-person  carrying  ca- 
pacity, and  fitting  rear  sets  would  either 
force  the  removal  of.  or  interfere  with,  the 
passenger  pegs.  As  a  result,  the  footpegs 
are  too  high  and  forward  in  relationship  to 
the  seat  and  handlebar  location. 

With  the  fairing  installed,  the  front  turn 
signals  are  moved  to  a  bracket  on  the  bike's 
frame  just  below  the  fairing. 

The  standard  Suzuki  tach  and  speed- 
ometer are  relocated  forward  and  down  on 
mounts  provided  with  the  other  fairing 
hardware.  Visibility  remains  excellent.  If 
the  instruments  were  left  in  the  stock  posi- 
tion with  the  short  bars,  the  rider's  face 
would  be  uncomfortably  close  to  the  dials. 

The  fairing-mounted  mirrors  are  tiny, 
streamlined,  and  not  much  good  for  nor- 
mal road  use.  They  are.  to  be  sure,  racy- 
looking  and  compact.  But  for  function,  the 
best  view  they  render  is  of  the  rider's 
sleeve.  > 


Dunstall  exhaust  system  allows  oil  filter  access  and  retention  of  center  stand,  but  drags  in 
righthand  turns. 


Seat  has  red  side  and  rear  panels.  Passenger  instantly  slides  into  rider  due  to  seat  slope. 
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I  he  windscreen  is  rel;itivel\  tall.  Dun- 
stall  suggests  that  the  Dart  fairing  is  for 
touring  use- the  English  have  a  difl'erent 
idea  of  touring  than  most  American  riders. 
The  upper  edge  of  the  shield  flips  upward, 
in  theory  to  direct  the  wind  blast  over  the 
rider's  head. 

We  found  that  the  fairing  offered  good 
pR)tection  from  wind  and  even  light  rain, 
keeping  evervthing  but  the  rider's  shins 
and  boots  dry.  Of  course,  because  the  air 
How  is  dcllcclcd  from  the  rider,  he  stays 
comfortable  w  ith  less  bulky  gear  in  colder 
weather. 

The  windscreen  does  distort  the  rider's 
view  when  looked  through,  so  as  usual,  the 
rider  should  look  o\er.  not  through,  the 
shield.  Unfortunately,  the  shape  or  iicight 
of  the  fairing  and  screen  produce  an  un- 
pleasant buffeting  around  the  top  of  the 
rider's  helmet,  rattlini;  his  iiclmet's  face- 


shield  and  making  as  much  or  more  wind 
noise  as  experienced  without  a  fairing. 

The  stock  Suzuki  headlight  is  fitted  into 
the  fairing,  sitting  at  the  back  of  the  scoop- 
shaped  nose.  Headlight  performance  isn't 
significantly  affected  by  the  fairing,  al- 
though lighting  to  the  side  is  restricted  a 
little. 

C  onstruction  and  material  quality  of  the 
fairing  seemed  excellent.  The  fairing  did 
resonate  at  certain  rpm.  but  nothing  broke, 
cracked  or  fell  off  despite  se\ere  use  We 
don't  know  how  aerodynamic  the  fairing  is 
or  what  effect  it  has  on  lop  speed.  But  the 
Suzuki's  drag  strip  times  and  terminal 
speeds  were  respectable  (nu)re  on  that 
later). 

The  Dunstall  seat  is  comfortable  for  the 
rider,  but  the  rise  in  the  rear  section  slides 
the  passenger  forward  into  the  rider  in- 
slantls.  1  hat  mav  not  be  so  bad  tor  a  teen- 


Dart  fairing  requires  reduced  steering  Ion 
short  bars,  relocated  instruments.  Mirro- 
look  racey  but  are  functionally  poor 


Fairing  is  flaired  at  sides,  provides  excellent  rider  protection.  Windscreen  produces  an  unusual  wind  blast. 
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ige  Dunstall  owner  out  on  a  date  with  a 
weet  voung  thing,  but  less  cozy  couples 
nay  not  appreciate  forced  fraternization. 

The  seat  does  not  flip  up  like  a  stock  seat 
o  access  to  the  toolkit  is  complicated.  The 
eat  must  be  unbolted  to  be  lifted. 

The  tVMi-bulb  tailscction  uses  the  stan- 
lard  Suzuki  taillight  lens,  but  three  of  the 
our  plastic  lowers  that  accept  the  lens 
crews  snapped  ofl'  at  their  base  during 
esting-we  had  to  hold  the  lens  on  with 
luct  tape. 

The  front  fender  looks  racier  and  is 
nuch  lighter  than  stock.  But  it  doesn't 
)rotect  as  well,  allowing  more  spray  from 
vet  streets  to  hit  the  engine  and  cases  than 
loes  a  stock  steel  fender.  The  standard 
iuzuki  fender  incorporates  a  fork  brace. 
)ut  the  absence  of  the  brace  wasn't  noticed 
n  riding  with  the  Dunstall  fender 
nstalled. 


The  heart  of  any  motorcycle  is.  of 
course,  the  engine.  The  Dunstall 
GSIOOOXT  we  tried  had  head  porting. 
29mm  carburetors  with  velocity  stacks  and 
a  four-into-one  exhaust  system  with  a 
"Power  Silencer"  muffler.  The  engine  work 
gave  the  532-lb.  (with  a  hall-lank  ot  gas) 
Dunstall  Suzuki  the  capability  to  turn  a 
best  of  11.59  sec.  at  115.5  mph  in  our 
testing.  The  bike  is  based  on  a  GSIOOOE 
deluxe  model  with  cast  wheels  and  with 
front  discs.  In  our  experience,  standard 
GSIOOOE  Suzukis  of  similar  vintage  usu- 
ally run  about  a  12.20  E.T..  so  the  changes 
were  worth  about  0.5  or  0.6  seconds. 

The  exhaust  system  weighs  15.5  lb.  com- 
pared to  the  stock  system's  weight  of  35.5 
lb.  But  the  Dunstall  exhaust  is  much 
louder  than  the  stock  system  and  signifi- 
cantly louder  than  most  aftermarket  sys- 
tems, reading  95  db(A)  in  our  sound  test. 


Because  the  muffler  system  is  all  steel 
without  any  fiberglass,  the  exhaust  noise 
level  should  not  change  over  time.  The 
pipe  isn't  excessively  loud  to  the  rider's  ear 
during  normal  street  operation,  but  it  is 
definitely  noticeable  and  loud  to  passers- 
by. 

More  disturbing  for  riders  who  enjoy 
pavement  scratching  is  the  fact  that  the 
exhaust  system  drags  at  the  collector  and 
ahead  of  the  collector  when  the  bike  is 
ridden  hard.  The  lack  of  available  clear- 
ance on  the  righthand  side  severely  limits 
cornering  speed.  The  pipe  does  allow  easy  , 
oil  filter  access  and  fits  with  the  center-  | 
stand  in  place.  To  test  clearance  and  han- 
dling we  removed  the  centerstand  and 
sidestand  and  ran  the  bike  at  an  American  I 
Road  Racing  Assn.  (ARRA)  club  event  at 
Ontario. 

In  street  use  the  bike's  rightside  corner- 
ing will  be  limited  by  the  exhaust  system, 
and  the  leftside  cornering  by  the  stands. 
But  as  we  tried  it  on  the  racetrack,  only  the 
stock  footpeg  touched  down  on  the  left. 

At  Ontario,  the  machine  indicated 
about  145  mph  (the  speedometer  only 
reads  to  140  mph)  and  handled  well  within 
the  limitations  imposed  by  street  tires  and 
the  mentioned  cornering  clearance  prob- 
lem. The  short  bars  made  it  harder  than 
normal  to  lever  the  bike  from  right  to  left 
to  right  in  the  esses,  a  situation  not  im- 
proved by  the  high-mounted  fairing.  The 
wind  blast  off  the  shield  was  most  notice- 
able when  the  rider  popped  up  from  be- 
hind the  fairing  at  the  end  of  straights  and 
hit  the  brakes— the  buffeting  seemed  like  it 
wanted  to  tear  his  head  off.  But  the  fairing 
held  up  to  the  high  speed  perfectly  and  as 
long  as  the  rider  stayed  behind  the  wind- 
screen, all  was  calm. 

In  all  fairness,  the  Dunstall  Suzuki  isn't 
a  racing  bike.  Rather,  it  is  a  styling  exercise 
above  all.  The  rider  who  wants  a  distinc- 
tive machine  and  likes  the  Dunstall  look 
can  buy  all  or  any  of  the  parts  and  build 
himself  a  bike  without  having  to  modify 
the  already-excellent  GSIOOO  engine.  Or  a 
Suzuki  owner  can  buy  the  engine  pieces  or 
exhaust  he  wants  from  any  of  a  dozen 
suppliers  and  add  them  to  the  Dunstall 
style  parts. 

Anybody  not  firmly  dedicated  to  the 
cafe  scene  won't  appreciate  the  seating 
position  imposed  by  the  combination  of 
short  bars,  slanted  seat  and  stock  footpegs, 
but.  taken  for  what  it  is.  the  cafe  kit  does 
what  it's  supposed  to  do. 

We  doubt  that  Americans  will  abandon 
their  semi-choppers  en  masse  in  favor  of 
the  Dunstall  style.  But  if  it's  you.  Dunstall 
is  waiting. 

Prices 

Dart  Fairing  $310 

Seat/fender  150 

Exhaust/mufller   189 

Front  fender  20 

The  Paul  Dunstall  Organization,  Inc.. 
27402  Camino  Capistrano,  Suite  206, 
Laguna  Niguel.  Calif.  92677  g 
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TTiere's  K-81,  the  tire  that  set  the  high  performance  industry 
etandard . . .  and  K-81  Mark  II,  the  super-stick  superbike  tire. 


IThe  K-81  has  a  justly  won  reputation 
x>r  traction.  Plenty  of  grip  in  all  kinds 
lof  going.  So  much  so,  that  its  tread 
s  perhaps  the  most  copied  in  the 
world.  But  fjerformance  is  more  than 
Jikin  deep. 

THE  ORIGINAL  TRIGONIC  DESIGN 
K-81  (TT-100) 

Low  tread 
profile 

Full  tread 
traction  surface 
for  45°  angle 
turns 

4  nylon 
plies 

Micro-slots 
for  wet  grip 
and  stability 

Full-depth 
center  groove 
channels 
water  away 


The  K-81  is  waiting  to  be  leaned 
over.  Built  specially  for  racy  lean 
angles,  it's  your  kind  of  tire  if  you're 
looking  for  a  solid  feeling  when 
heeling  over  into  all  types  of  turns. 

K-81  has  the  original  trigonic  semi- 
triangular  profile  that  lays  a  vjide 
footprint  even  at  a  45°  angle.  It  also 
offers  stability  and  a  high  degree  of 
traction  under  high  speed  cornering 
. . .  and  on  wet  pavement. 

The  full  depth  center  groove  helps 
channel  surface  water  away,  while 
specially  shaped  micro-slots  in  the 
ribs  aid  wet  grip  and  stability 

From  the  nylon  ply  construction, 
to  an  optimum  compound  for 
sidewall  flexibility,  to  an  aggressive 
tread  pattern  for  bite,  the  K-81  is  the 
performance  leader. 

Time  after  time,  the  K-81  has 
brought  in  winning  lap  times  in 
competition,  and  in  independent 
comparisons  of  leading  brand 
name  tires. 


THE  NEW  K-81  MARK  II 
SUPERBIKE  COMBO. 

For  riders  who  want  K-81  performance, 
but  need  a  little  more  rubber  on  the 
road  straight-up,  the  K-81  Mark  II  is 
newly  designed  for  today's  superbike. 
As  compared  to  the  K-81,  it  lays  a 
bigger  footprint  on  the  straightaway, 
while  retaining  the  high  speed  stability 
and  cornering  capability  of  the 
original  K-81. 

THE  NEW.  SGPERBIKE  DESIGN 


K-81  Mark  II 
Rear 


K-81  Mark  II 
Ribtjed  Front 


'lore  cycles  ride  on  Dunlop  tha 


Copyrighted  malarial 


The  new  K-81  Mark  II  ribbed  front 
re  is  a  matched  partnerto  this 
ygger  tire,  featuring  a  semi -rib 
esign  for  low  rolling  resistance  and 
•xcellent  steering  control.  < 

Whether  you  choose  basic  black 
-  raised  white  letters,  when  you  pick 
jie  K-81  Mark  II  front  and  rear  tire 
ombination.  you've  picked  the  pair 
iiat  s  setting  a  new  high  perform- 
nee  standard.  The  K-81  Mark  II  is 
ivailable  now  in  superbike  sizes  only 


Dunlop 
wants  you  to  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  the  right  tire  for  your  style 
of  riding.  Whatever  your  machine . . . 
the  K-81  or  the  K-81  Mari<  II  tire 
package  will  earn  their  keep  in  the 
street.  Both  fit  tubeless  or  tube  type 
wheels.  Ask  to  see  them. 


P.O.  Box  1109 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14240 
716-879-8200 


ny  Other  tire  in  the  world. 


C  opy  1  igj^^tiaienal 


ew  F-350  4x4 


F-1 50  shorty  Flareside 


itugh  Ford  4x4  Pickups  were  America's 
!ist  sellers  again  in  1978  according  to 
I  L.  Polk  &  Co.  registrations. 
WVnd  for  '79,  Ford  has  even  more  tough 
lur-wheelers  than  before.  There's  the 
jisky  new  F-350  4x4  that  runs  on  any 
nd  of  gas  and  takes  payloads  up  to 
51 5  lbs. 

IThere  are  roomy  SuperCab  models 
)  d  the  classic  shorty  Flareside  F-1 50 
^  4,  too! 

\And  Ford  four-wheelers  offer  more 
>ioice:  full-time  or  part-time  four-wheel 
iive  even  with  automatic  transmission. 
ITough  Fords  offer  optional  trailer  tow- 
g  packages  too.  Plus  a  wide  range  of 
■ff-road  options.  And  power  steering 
is  standard. 


^   ?\     See  why  the  '79  Ford 
Ford  I 

beat!  At  your  Ford  Dealer. 


JL^JJS^I  four-wheelers  are  tough  to 
UOUgn^  heat!  At  voiir  Ford  Dooier. 


f  ^  SuperCab  4x4 

te    M  FORD 

FORD  DIVISION  C^rd^ 


I  he  perfect  "dual 
iirposc  bike,  atcorU" 
H  to  a  Cycle  World  ^^^i  ' 

imparison  qftlual  A'' 
iirpose  hikes  last 
liiir.  remarried  ro  be  -  - 
iili.  If  still  remains^ 
\  be  built.  eveiTnow^' 
lot  Honda  has  pro- 
-jceii  the  XL500,  the 

•osest  yet  to  the  perfect  on-off  road 
)ichine. 

-^o'doubt  about  it.  the  XL^OO  is  the  best 
trrc  is.  It  has  all  the  power  that  a  tech- 
iialiy  sophisticated  500ce  four-stroke  Sin- 
can  dclivcr-pieniy.  Ills  as  smooth  as 


'  action  photos  by  Paul  leek 


-jiKiny  Jwins.  all  the  normal  bia  Single 
'^ibiaTions  having  been  CiUH'el]<^Lmiivvitti 
--the  (wtfi  counterro'tatina  baiariS^B(fr  1 1 
has  enough  suspension  to  make  dirt  riding 
ftm.  not  just  bearable.  And  it's  perfectly 
ser\  iceable  as  a  mid-size  street  Bike. 
-  Bui  it's  not  perfect. 

A  large  measure  of  the  XL's  charm 
comes  from  the  niotOi-.  Big  Singles  were 
considered  musuem  pieces"  untsl  the  Ya- 
maha XT-rr500.  The  Yamaha  motor  was 
an  improvement  over  the  traditjonal  Brit- 
ish Single  because  it  didn't  leic  oil,  was 
reliable  and  at  |east  a  little  easier  to  st^^t 
with  its  compression  release  and  piston 
indicator  window.  Honda  has  improved  on- 


the  themcwiih  in  JtrrTalve  hefid  for  belter 
rcathmg.^  the   countei-balancers  for 
iMf Lhnesj..'  and  an  iiytomatic  compres- 
;iion  hmitmg  device  that  is  supposed  to 
-make  starting  easier. 

A-lot  of  off-road  enthusiasts  have  been 
excited  b\  the  XR.MX)  Honda,  but  the  XL 
benefits  even  more  from  the  refined  Honda 
Single. 

lo  meet  eniission  laws  in  this  countr\ 
the  XL  has  leaner  carburetion  than  the 
XR,  but  makes  up  for  the  leanne.ss  w  ith  an 
accelerator  pump.  What  look  like  larser 
head  pipes  on  the  XL  are  really  double 
wall  pipes  with  Uie  same  mside  diameter, 
but  helping  to  keep  the  XL  quieter  than> 
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the  XR.  There  are  still  twin  head  pipes 
bending  back  sharply  to  make  room  for  a 
23  in.  front  tire.  The  flywheel  on  the  XL  is 
a  couple  of  pounds  heavier  than  the 
flywheel  on  the  XR  so  the  XL  will  idle 
easier  and  will  be  easier  to  lug  on  the 
street.  Additional  windings  on  the  AC 
generator  enable  the  generator  to  put  out 
112  watts  of  six-volt  current  on  the  XL 
compared  to  the  47  watt  generator  on  the 
XR.  The  only  other  change  of  significance 
between  the  two  is  in  the  clutch.  Outside 
the  seven  fiber  discs  and  six  metal  clutch 
plates  is  a  judder  spring  designed  to  ease 
clutch  engagement.  The  wave-like  spring 
adds  to  the  engagement  travel  at  the  clutch 
lever  giving  smoother  engagement  and  a 
little  cushion  to  the  driveline. 

Frame  difi'erences  amount  to  some  addi- 
tional brackets  hung  on  the  XL  for  its 
required  street  equipment.  Both  frames  are 
made  from  mild  steel  and  both  weigh 
about  23.5  lb.  Brakes  are  the  same  size, 
although  there's  a  full-width  hub  in  the 
back  of  the  XL.  Suspension  is  different  on 
the  two  machines.  There's  an  additional 
0.8  in.  of  suspension  travel  at  both  ends  of 
the  XR  compared  to  the  XL's  8  in.  of  front 


wheel  travel  and  7  in.  of  rear  wheel  travel. 

If  the  XR  is  a  great  big  dirt  bike,  the  XL 
is  a  great  big  dual  purpose  bike.  Dual 
purpose  machines  have  traditionally  been 
small-sized.  The  250s  have  been  popular 
for  a  dozen  years  and  the  smallest  street 
legal  bikes  available  today  are  all  dual 
purpose  mounts.  Here.  now.  is  a  304  lb. 
dual  purpose  bike. 

Only  16  lb.  isn't  a  bad  penalty  to  pay  for 
all  the  lights  and  requirements  of  street 
legality.  A  304  lb.  street  bike,  after  all.  is 
light  and  nimble.  And  when  it  has  the 
power  of  500cc,  a  claimed  32.4  bhp,  it  isn't 
Just  nimble,  but  quick. 

In  turning  the  XR  into  a  street-legal 
machine  the  rear  fender  has  changed  from 
plastic  to  steel,  the  tool  kit  has  moved  from 
the  pouch  behind  the  seat  to  a  tiny  canis- 
ter, hung  below  the  left  side  of  the  seat, 
that's  too  small  to  carry  all  the  tools  in- 
cluded in  it.  Instruments  have  curiously 
been  changed.  Instead  of  the  large  round 
speedometer  with  odometer  and  tripme- 
ter.  there's  a  rectangular  pod  attached  to 
the  speedometer,  the  pod  housing  the 
odometer  and  tripmeter.  while  indicator 
lights  for  high  beam,  turn  signals  and 


neutral  are  tucked  away  at  the  bottom  o 
the  speedometer  where  a  rider  can't  sc 
them  anyway. 

If  it  sounds  as  though  Honda  created 
fine  big  dirt  play  bike  and  then  designed  ; 
street  legal  version  of  it,  you  guessed  right 
The  XL  is  different  from  previous  dua 
purpose  bikes  because  it  works  fine  as 
dirt  play  bike  and  it's  also  a  capable  mad 
ster,  instead  of  being  a  road  bike  with  oti 
road  accessories. 

On  the  street  the  big  XL  isn't  apprecia 
bly  better  than  Brand  Y's  big  dual  pui  posi 
thumper.  The  power  is  about  the  same 
meaning  it  can  easily  pull  away  from  trafiii 
and  cruise  at  any  reasonable  highwa; 
speed  up  to  about  80  mph  all  day  long 
Starting  is  different  from  other  big  Singles 
but  it  isn't  effortless.  The  compressioi 
limiter  will  help  the  Single  spin  over,  but  i 
won't  eliminate  the  need  for  a  strong  kick 
A  man  with  a  strong  and  fast  right  leg  cai 
hop  on  the  XL  and  just  kick  it  to  life  will 
one  or  two  prods.  Most  people  will  hi 
better  off  following  normal  big  Single  pro 
cedure  of  easing  the  piston  past  top  deac 
center  and  then  jumping  on  the  levei 
When  the  test  XL  was  delivered,  starting  i 


Honda's  own  style  of  trials  tires  come  on  the  XL500, 
a  3.00-23  in  front  and  a  4.60-18  in  back.  Leading  axle 
forks  provide  8  in.  of  travel. 


Airbox  is  accessible  behind  the  left  sidecover  of  the  XL.  Inside  the  right  sidecovei 
is  a  pouch  for  the  registration. 


To  meet  emission  standards,  the  500cc  four-stroke 
Single  gets  a  32mm  Keihin  carb  with  accelerator 
pump.  Power  is  a  claimed  32.4  bhp. 


Instruments  on  the  XL  are  a  speedometer  and  odometer  Warning  lights  at  the 
bottom  of  the  speedometer  housing  are  hidden  from  the  rider  by  the  lip  of 
the  housing. 
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as  a  five  minute  proposition.  Gradually 
k'er.  test  rider  came  up  with  his  own 
rchnique.  each  one  different,  and  each 
ne  able  to  start  the  Honda  in  one  or  two 
icks. 

With  lots  of  low-end  power  and  the 
Lishioning  spring  in  the  XL's  clutch,  get- 
ng  under  way  is  as  easy  as  letting  out  the 
utch.  Throttle  response  is  excellent  and 
le  smooth  Single  lugs  well  from  low 
jeeds.  Even  cold  the  500  will  run  well 
rovidcd  the  choke  (mounted  on  the  han- 
lebars)  is  kept  out  one  notch. 
The  XL  motor  is  not  a  high  speed 
ngine.  Maximum  power  comes  on  at 
250.  maximum  torque  at  5000  rpm  and 
laximum  engine  speed  works  out  to  7200 
im.  On  the  XR  with  lower  gearing  due  to 
larger  rear  sprocket,  the  Honda  500  feels 
owcr  than  it  is  because  the  gearing  is 
nnecessariiy  low.  On  the  XL  the  gearing 
an  ideal  compromise.  There's  enough 
>\v-end  torque  to  plonk  along  trails  or 
imb  any  hill.  And  there's  enough  gearing 
)  hit  a  top  speed  of  91  mph  and  cruise  at 
1  Running  60  to  70  mph  on  the  XL  is 
isy  and  the  motor  is  just  loafing.  On  the 
R  the  motor  is  straining  at  those  speeds. 


mallish  5.5  in.  drum  on  the  front  of  the 
L500  is  marginal  for  slowing  the  big  Single 
own  from  high  speeds. 


emi-laydown  rear  shocks  yield  7  in.  of  rear 
heel  travel.  Footpegs  for  a  passenger  are 

tcluded. 


Fork  rake,  at  28.5°,  is  the  same  as  on  the 
XR,  so  it's  rewarding  that  the  XL  handles 
as  well  and  runs  as  straight  on  the  highway 
as  it  does.  Honda's  Claw  Action  tires,  with 
appropriate  on-off  road  tread  pattern  on 
the  XL,  allow  the  500  to  corner  at  speeds 
that  would  have  normal  trials  tires  sliding. 
As  a  penalty,  the  Trail  Claws  make  a  loud 
howl  on  some  surfaces,  particularly  as- 
phalt. When  the  cornering  gets  heavy  or 
the  braking  gets  hard,  the  howl  turns  into  a 
scream,  giving  a  rider  plenty  of  warning 
about  his  foolishness. 

Gas  mileage  on  the  big  XL  varied  quite 
a  bit.  The  regular  CW  100  mi.  gas  mileage 
loop  includes  a  lot  of  city  streets  and  the 
test  rider  couldn't  keep  off  the  trails  run- 
ning beside  the  freeway  section  so  the  test 
mileage  came  out  to  65  mpg.  That's  actu- 
ally a  bit  on  the  high  side  compared  to  its 
all-around  mileage.  Cruising  on  the  high- 
way, the  500  regularly  turned  in  about  50 
mpg  and  while  out  cowtrailing  it  ran  be- 
tween 50  and  60  mpg.  With  the  2.6  gal.  gas 
tank  it  has  a  125  mi.  normal  range,  but  by 
holding  speed  down  that  can  be  extended 
considerably. 

Ridden  on  the  street,  the  XL  presents  a 


few  disconcerting  problems.  Most  serious 
is  the  relatively  meager  braking  power.  In 
normal  hard  braking  situations— not  emer- 
gency situations— the  Honda's  front  brake 
lever  would  be  pulled  all  the  way  to  the 
grip  and  the  rear  brake  would  be  chatter- 
ing the  rear  tire  which  strangely  has  a 
greater  brake  swept  area.  The  5.5  in.  front 
drum  and  5.1  in.  rear  drum  look  large 
enough;  they  just  don't  provide  as  much 
braking  power  as  the  motorcycle  should 
have. 

Because  Honda  didn't  put  folding  lever 
tips  on  the  XL,  the  levers  are  routed  close 
to  the  engine  cases,  particularly  the  brake 
pedal  which  is  hard  to  reach  with  a  riding 
boot.  However,  Honda  did  feel  the  XL 
needed  rubber  mounted  pegs  which  don't 
seem  to  offer  any  benefit  on  the  street  or 
off  road.  Vibration  still  gets  through  the 
pegs,  only  the  rubber  mounted  folding 
metal  pegs  droop  when  a  rider  stands  on 
them.  The  sidestand  on  the  XL  holds  the 
bike  so  upright  it  won't  stand  up  unless  the 
front  wheel  is  cocked  to  the  left,  but  be- 
cause the  wheel  has  to  be  turned  to  the 
right  in  order  to  use  the  fork  lock,  it  makes 
the  fork  lock  useless  unless  the  motorcycle> 


Claw-pattern  tirea  howl 
on  pavement,  but 
..  »  provide Jois  of . 

l£>  -  *  ,     ^  *  -  , 
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can  be  parked  on  a  slant. 

Minor  servicing  on  the  XL  is  simple 
enough.  The  air  cleaner  is  accessible  be- 
hind the  left  sidecover.  Valve  adjustment 
only  takes  normal  tools  and  the  valves  are 
easily  reached  behind  covers  on  the  head. 
W  ith  the  CDI  unit  there  are  no  points  to 
adjust,  and  the  CDI  pickup  unit  is 
mounted  in  an  oil  bath  under  the  side- 
covers  where  it's  protected  and  kept  at  a 
stable  temperature.  Only  the  oil  screen, 
hidden  at  the  bottom  of  the  engine  under 
the  right  sidecover.  is  difficult  to  reach. 

What  makes  the  XL5(.)0  such  a  good 
dual  purpose  bike  is  its  performance  oH' 
road.  Its  not  a  motocrosser  or  even  a  good 
enduro  bike,  but  it  has  enough  suspension 
.so  a  rider  can  take  moderate  si/ed  jumps 
without  dying  upon  landing,  and  the  si/e 


holes  or  rocks  that  would  throw  a  rider 
from  many  other  dual  purpose  bikes  are 
only  a  jolt  on  the  500. 

Steering  on  the  XL  is  a  mi.xed  topic. 
With  the  big  23  in.  front  tire,  it  doesn't  turn 
quicklv.  But  it  docs  turn  quicker  than  the 
last  Brand  Y  dual  purpose  500  tested  at 
CH.  If  a  rider  will  make  sure  tire  pressure 
is  dropped  to  8  or  10  psi.  the  front  tire  will 
turn  provided  the  rider  slides  \\a\  up  for- 
ward and  mu.scles  the  bike  a  bit.  With 
normal  street  pressures  the  front  tire  will 
just  slide  on  most  surfaces. 

I  he  seating  position  that  felt  cimilort- 
able  on  the  street  does  hinder  the  XL  oH" 
road.  The  most  eH'ective  position  on  the 
machine  is  to  perch  at  the  front  of  the  seat 
where  the  crack  between  the  seat  and  the 
gas  tank  can  be  mightv  unpleasant. 


A  304  lb.  motorcycle  off  road  isn't  at  a 
the  same  as  a  304  lb.  motorcycle  on  tli 
highway,  but  the  XL  handles  the  weigl 
well.  It  is  big  and  heavy  and  it  does  requii 
more  muscle  to  turn  than  a  smaller.  Iighli. 
moiorcvcle  but  the  ample  power  makes  tli 
weight  manageable  and  the  suspcnsio 
works  better  than  anv  other  dual  purpo> 
bike's  suspension.  Taken  for  what  it  is. 
motorcycle  designed  to  satisfy  a  rider  o 
streets  or  dirt  trails,  the  XL  stands  out  ; 
the  best  compromise  available.  Whatevi 
convenience  it  gives  awav  on  the  stret 
because  of  its  dirt-oriented  equipment 
more  ,  than  made  up  for  by  the  willin 
motor.  And  whatever  limitations  it  has  as 
dirt  play  bike  are  also  made  up  for  b\  th 
wonderful  motor. 

It's  not  perfect,  but  it  sure  is  good,  f 


HONDA  XLSOOS 


'ECIFICATIONS 

St  price   $1848 

igine   sohc  Single 

Dre  X  stroke    89  x  80mm 

splacement  497cc 

impression  ratio  8.6:1 

jrburetion  32mm 

Keihin  w/acc.  pump 

r  filtration  oiled  foam 

nition  GDI 

aimed  power  ..  .32.4  bhp 
@  6250  rpm 
aimed  torque       28.9  ft. 

lb.  @  5000  rpm 

ibrication 

system  wet  sump 

I  capacity  2.1  qt. 

el  capacity  2.6  gal. 

icommended 

fuel  any,  91  octane 

arter  primary  kick 

ternator   6v112w 

iadlight  35/36.5w 

utch  multiplate  wet 

imary 

drive  straight  cut  gear 
lal 

drive  #520  chain 

;ar  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th  5.85 

4th  6.97 

3rd  8.71 

2nd   11.48 

1st  17.15 

)nt  suspension  telescopic 
fork 

travel  8.0  in. 

lar  suspension  swing 

arm 

travel  7.0  in. 

jnttire   3.00-23 

Bridgestone  Claw 
ar  tire  4.60-18 

Bridgestone  Claw 
)nt  brake     5.5  in.  drum 

ar  brake  5.1  in.  drum 

tal  brake  swept 

area  36.1  sq.in. 

ake  loading  (160-lb. 

Ider)  12.8  Ib./sq.in. 

leelbase  55.1  in. 

rk  rake  angle  28.5° 

til   5.4  in. 

ndlebar  width  35  in. 

at  height   33.3  in. 

at  width  7  in. 

otpeg  height  12  in. 

ound  clearance  10.1  in. 
>t  weight  (w/half- 

ank  fuel)  304  lb. 

light  bias,  front/rear, 

jercent  43.8/54.2 

3SS  vehicle  weight 

ating  640  lb. 

ad  capacity  336  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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time  in  sec. 
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2500 


2000 


1500 


10 


IS 


20 


PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  4752  rpm 
Power/weight  ratio 

(160-lb. 

rider)   14.29  lb. /bhp 

Fuel  consumption  65  mpg 
Speedometer  error: 

30  mph 

indicated   27  mph 

60  mph 

indicated   57  mph 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   38  ft. 

from  60  mph   134  ft. 

Standing  start 

'/4-mile    15.02  sec. 

@  84.19  mph 

Speed  after 

Vz  mile   91  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   31  mph 

2nd  46  mph 

3rd  61  mph 

4th   76  mph 

5th  91  mph 

ACCELERATION 

0-30  2.0  sec. 

0-40  3.4  sec. 

0-50  4.9  sec. 

0-60  6.6  sec. 

0-70  8.8  sec. 

0-80  12.6  sec. 

0-90  19.5  sec. 


36"^ 


2*-  - 


96" 
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Paiilla  Roadracer  Salon 


by  Richard  Renstrom 


Everything  Italians  Are  Famous  for — It's  Red,  Makes  all  the  Right  Noises  and  Goes  Faj 


For  pure  art  on  wheels,  no  one  can 
equal  the  Italians.  Possessed  with  a 
passion  for  speed  and  road  racing, 
the  Italians  have  been  producing  beautiful 
and  exotic  motorcycles  since  their  industry 
started  back  in  the  early  1920s.  With  a  flair 
for  superb  machining  and  casting  work, 
the  Italians  have  spiced  the  pages  of  his- 
tory with  many  magnificent  machines 
which  have  now  become  classics  of  incom- 
parable stature. 

One  such  marque  was  the  Parilla-a 
small  company  founded  in  1946  in  Milano 
by  Giovanni  Parilla.  Like  many  Italian 
manufacturers  who  have  come  and  gone 
over  the  years,  Giovanni  got  into  the  game 
by  designing  and  producing  a  sporting 
motorcycle  that  would  serve  as  either  a 
week  day  hauler  of  body  and  soul  or  as  a 
weekend  road  racer.  The  250cc  overhead 
camshaft  Single  was  followed  in  1947  by  a 
pukka  racing  model,  which  had  the  re- 
markable output  of  30  horsepower  at  7250 
rpm  compared  to  the  17  bhp  of  the 
roadster. 

These  first  Parillas  were  handbuilt  spe- 
cials that  were  never  produced  in  any  real 
numbers,  but  within  a  few  years  Giovanni 
had  a  steady  stream  of  100,  125,  175.  and 
250cc  two-stroke  models  rolling  off  his  tiny 
production  line.  A  few  years  later,  in  1954. 
came  a  175cc  semi-overhead  cam  Single 
that  possessed  an  uncommon  amount  of 
both  beauty  and  speed.  Produced  in  both 
Turismo  and  Competitione  versions,  this 
design  was  to  be  the  basis  for  nearly  all 
Parillas  for  the  next  dozen  years. 

Parilla  made  its  debut  in  America  in 
1954.  when  Joe  Berliner  was  appointed  to 
be  the  distributor  for  the  country.  A  few 
years  later  Berliner  gave  up  the  dis- 
tributorship to  Cosmopolitan  Motors  in 
Philadelphia,  who  then  began  aggressively 
promoting  the  make  in  an  effort  to  intro- 
duce Yankee  riders  to  this  new  breed  of 
high  revving  lightweight  with  such  racey 
characteristics. 

Americans  were  used  to  monstrous  45  to 
74  cubic  inch  Harleys  and  British  big  bore 
500cc  Singles  and  650cc  Twins  that  would 
do  well  to  run  over  100  mph.  so  it  was  quite 
a  shock  to  read  in  motorcycle  magazines  of 


this  puny  little  lightweight  that  was  guar- 
anteed to  do  100  mph  if  broken  in  care- 
fully. One  highly  respected  magazine 
tested  the  Competitione  in  1954  and 
achieved  95.6  mph— confidently  predicting 
that  the  100  mph  mark  could  be  attained 
on  a  well  broken-in  model. 

Not  very  many  of  the  I75cc  Singles  were 
.sold  then,  since  Americans  were  not  quite 
ready  for  anything  but  dusty  dirt  track 
racing,  so  it  was  not  until  1958  that  1  ever 
laid  eyes  on  one  of  these  handcrafted 
jewels.  In  that  year  the  first  Parilla  came  to 
Idaho  when  Earl  Workman  brought  one 
home  to  the  tiny  farm  town  of  Melba  on 
the  banks  of  the  Snake  River.  The  residents 
of  the  sleepy  little  hamlet  didn't  quite 
know  what  to  make  of  the  farmer-turned- 
racer  who  hurtled  down  the  narrow  rural 
lanes  all  tucked  in  on  the  little  immigrant. 
Nobody  had  ever  seen  a  motorcycle  ridden 
like  that  around  here,  except  for  a  few 
enthusiasts  who  read  about  such  things  in 
the  magazines  we  subscribed  to  out  of 
England. 

With  its  beautiful  high-revving  engine, 
exquisitely  finished  hubs  and  brakes,  the 
arm-notched  fuel  tank,  and  the  rearset 
footpegs.  Workman's  Competitione  was 
indeed  a  piece  of  exotica  in  a  state  more 
famous  for  its  dirt  bike  sport.  Earl  later 
tired  of  playing  road  racer  all  alone,  how- 
ever, so  the  little  Parilla  was  .sold  after  it 
had  achieved  an  honest  100  mph  with  a 
tuned  straight  pipe  in  place  of  the  muffler. 

Meanwhile.  Cosmopolitan  Motors  had 
been  working  on  Giovanni  for  more  cubic 
inches.  Americans  have  always  been  cubic 
inches  conscious,  due.  perhaps,  to  the 
Harley  and  Indian  heritage  that  evolved 
because  of  the  wide  open  roads.  Parilla 
responded  with  a  200cc  model  in  1959.  and 
then  in  1961  the  design  was  punched  out  to 
250cc.  Parilla  also  added  a  26  bhp  scram- 
bler weighing  225  lb  to  the  range. 

Cosmopolitan  Motors  also  convinced 
the  factory  that  it  needed  some  works  sup- 
port then  to  participate  in  the  newly  dis- 
covered road  racing  sport,  which  in  those 
years  was  trying  to  get  a  foothold  in  Amer- 
ica in  the  face  of  American  Motorcycle 
Association  reluctance  to  abandon  the  dirt 


track  dominance  of  the  sport.  Several  org 
nizations  sprang  up  on  both  the  East  ai 
West  coasts  then  to  promote  road  racing  ( 
both  a  club  level  and  as  a  profession 
show,  which  gradually  forced  the  AMA 
adapt  European  style  road  racing  to  tl 
national  championship  calendar. 

There  was  great  interest  then  by  both  t 
public  and  the  news  media  in  road  racin 
so  Giovanni  decided  to  send  over  sevei 
pukka  works  road  racers  along  with 
factory  rider  to  point  the  thing  in  the  rig 
direction.  Giuseppi  Rottigni  was  his  nam 
and  the  handsome  little  Italian  immei 
ately  put  Parilla  in  the  news  with  a  victo 
in  the  Daytona  250cc  Grand  Prix  pi 
several  other  big  wins. 

American  Tony  Woodman  then  to< 
over  with  a  popular  win  at  the  new  Vin 
land  track  in  New  Jersey.  Woodman  car 
paigned  the  Parilla  all  over  the  Easte 
half  of  the  country  with  great  success  f 
the  following  four  years.  His  last  great  w 
was  the  Nelson  Ledges  National  in  196 
and  he  also  finished  fourth  at  Daytona  th 
year 

Out  west,  the  tearn  of  Ron  Grant  ai 
Norris  Rancourt  demolished  the  oppo 
tion  in  American  Federation  of  Motorc 
clists  events.  Rancourt  took  the  1963  AF 
championship,  and  in  1964  English  tran 
plant  Grant  took  a  second  in  the  Unit( 
States  Grand  Prix  at  Willow  Springs.  C; 
ifornia  plus  a  surprising  second  at  t 
USGP  at  Daytona.  Sponsored  by  the  U. 
Motorcycle  Club,  this  Daytona  eve 
counted  towards  the  world  championsh 
and  brought  such  greats  as  Mike  Ha 
wood.  Phil  Read.  John  Hartle.  Alan  She 
herd,  and  Hugh  Anderson  from  Europe 

Those  were  the  days  when  the  tw 
stroke  designers  had  yet  to  solve  the  pro 
lem  of  piston  seizures,  which  destroyed  t 
fast  Yamahas  that  day.  Don  Vesco  had  \ 
rotary  valve  Twin  tie  up  and  throw  him  c 
for  a  broken  shoulder  and  both  Read  ai 
Fumio  Itoh  went  out  with  frozen  pistor 
This  left  only  Shepherd  on  his  wate 
cooled  MZ  in  front  of  Grant  at  the  finis 

After  1964  the  two-strokes  found  mo 
reliability  to  go  with  their  speed  and  ti 
simple  little  Parilla  Single  was  no  long 
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competitive.  The  tide  had  turned,  and  the 
era  of  two-stroke  domination  began.  For 
the  following  few  years  the  Yamahas 
fought  it  out  with  the  four  and  si.\  cylinder 
four-strokes,  with  the  final  four-stroke  win 
occuring  in  1969  when  Australian  Kel  Car- 
ruthers  took  the  world  championship  on 
the  Benelli  Four. 

This  was  no  climate  for  a  lowly  little 
Single  to  compete  in.  as  the  name  of  the 


game  then  was  big  bucks  and  lots  of  revs. 
This  trend  to  two-strokes  must  have  broken 
poor  Giovanni's  heart:  in  1967  he  closed 
the  doors  of  his  little  factor)'  on  the  edge  of 
Milano.  His  single-cylinder  racers  were  no 
longer  fast  enough  to  win.  and  the  road- 
sters" temperamental  starting  habits  made 
them  non-competitive  in  an  era  of  electric 
starter  equipped  multis  from  Japan. 
There  are.  however,  a  few  enthusiasts 


about  who  still  appreciate  the  beauty,  siii 
pie  lines,  superb  machine  work,  and  clas:* 
significance  of  a  vintage  road  racer  such  i 
the  Parilla.  Earl  Workman  is  one  of  the 
aficionados.  He  approached  Cosmopoo 
tan  Motors  way  back  in  I960  to  ask  if 
could  purchase  a  genuine  road  racing  Pa' 
illa-the  250cc  Super  Sport.  The  ansvw. 
was  "no.  only  a  few  works  racers  were  so 
over  by  the  factory,  and  none  are  for  salol 
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„ife  often  goes  in  circles,  however,  and 
[  1978  Workman  heard  Cosmopolitan 
H  a  badly  rusted  racer  with  many  miss- 
I  parts  out  in  a  shed  and  that  Earl  could 
re  it  for  the  princely  sum  of  $150. 
When  the  hike  arrived  it  was  even  worse 
m  Harl  had  imagined,  but  with  many 
aers  and  hundreds  of  hours  the  Parilla 
»  slowly  brought  back  to  its  original 
)idition.  Only  another  restorer  can  ap- 


preciate the  agony  that  goes  into  such  a 
project.  Bui  when  it  was  finished  it  was, 
indeed,  a  work  of  art. 

Workman's  Super  Sport  well  represents 
the  Italian  concept  of  a  racing  Single  of 
1959.  The  Single  has  a  bore  and  stroke  of 
68  X  68mm  and  runs  on  a  full  roller 
bearing  lower  end  with  a  solid  steel  rod. 
The  compression  ratio  is  10:1.  and  the 
carburetor  is  a  DeirOrto  30mm  racing 


iTA)e  sculptured  fuel  tank,  tachometer,  and  semi-overhead  cam  engine  can  be  seen  in 
\this  view.  The  250cc  engine  develops  33-34  bhp  at  10.000  rpm. 


Parilla  moved  the  drive  chain  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  brake  in  order  to  prevent 
brake  heat  from  getting  to  the  chain. 


type  with  a  remotely  mounted  float  bowl  to 
insulate  the  fuel  from  vibration. 

The  unique  thing  about  the  engine  is  the 
semi-overhead  cam  located  in  the  very  top 
of  the  timing  case.  Two  very  short  pushrods 
work  on  rocker  arms,  thus  keeping  the 
valve  gear  weight  to  a  minimum.  On  the 
production  models  a  chain  was  used  to 
drive  the  cam,  but  on  this  works  bike  a  set 
of  finely  machined  gears  were  used,  all 
mounted  on  needle  roller  bearings. 

Nobody  can  get  Singles  to  rev  like  the 
Italians.  Despite  its  fairly  long  stroke,  the 
Parilla  developed  its  33-34  bhp  at  10,000 
rpm,  which  propelled  the  bike  to  1 15  mph 
in  unstreamlined  form.  Despite  the  revs, 
the  engine  was  known  as  being  nearly 
unburstable. 

The  gearbo.x  is  in  unit  behind  the  engine 
and  has  ratios  of  6.42,  7.84,  10.50.  and 
15.18  to  I.  The  rearset  shift  linkage  is 
typically  Italian,  as  is  the  helical  gear  drive 
to  the  clutch.  The  tires  are  2.50-  18  in.  front 
and  3.00-18  in.  rear,  while  the  alloy  full- 
width  hubs  house  I'm  x  8  in.  single  leading 
shoe  brakes.  The  Super  Sport  weighs  only 
235  lb.,  so  the  braking  power  is  still  impres- 
sive today. 

The  cha.ssis  is  pure  art.  The  frame  is 
orthodox,  as  are  the  telescopic  front  forks, 
but  the  nearly  3  gal.  steel  fuel  tank  is  a 
work  of  sculpture.  A  small  racing  seat, 
tachometer,  number  plates,  and  alloy  rims 
are  used,  which  combines  with  the  long 
tapered  magaphone  that  is  al.so  typically 
Italian. 

The  megaphone  also  contributes  to  the 
mystique  of  the  bike.  The  sound  starts  out 
as  a  deep  and  authoritative  bellow  that 
turns  into  a  .scream  of  urgency  as  the  revs 
mount.  It  is  loud  but  tolerable  and  a 
contrast  to  the  raspy,  car-splitting  two- 
strokes  of  today.  A  nostalgic  and  vintage 
piece  of  music. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  thing  about 
the  Parilla  is  the  color  scheme.  With  its 
silver  paint,  black  and  red  striping  and 
decals.  and  the  red  engine  castings  and 
hubs,  the  Parilla  has  to  be  one  of  the  most 
striking  motorbikes  ever  built.  It  is  this, 
more  than  anything  else,  that  one  remem- 
bers after  having  viewed  the  bike. 

Beauty  does  not  ensure  success  in  the 
market  place,  however,  so  Giovanni  Parilla 
was  forced  to  close  his  doors  in  1967. 
Beautiful  and  fast,  the  Parilla  acquired  a 
reputation  for  being  temperamental  in  an 
age  when  motorcycles  were  becoming  .so- 
phisticated and  reliable. 

Earl  Workman  doesn't  give  a  hoot  about 
sophistication,  however.  All  he  thinks 
about  when  he  points  his  \intage  road 
racer  off"  the  bluff  above  the  Snake  River 
and  down  the  winding  road  below  is  the 
beauty  of  the  machine  beneath  him.  Pro- 
duced by  craftsmen  who  were  proud  of 
their  work,  the  Parilla  Super  Sport  is  the 
product  of  an  age  that  has  now  slipped  into 
the  past.  B 
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Lessons  from  the  Six-Hou 


Finding  Out  the  Hard  Way  What  Not  To  Do  in  an  Endurance  Race 


hat  belter  way  is  there  to  lest 
performance  products  and  modi- 
fications than"  by  racing  in  a  six- 
hour  endurance  event?  If  anything  can  go 
wrong  or  break,  it  will  during  an  en- 
durance race. 

So  when  Pat  Eagan  and  I  rode  a  Suzuki 
GS750E  to  second  place  750cc  in  the  an- 
nual American  Federation  of  Motorcy- 
clists (AFM)  six-hour  at  Ontario,  we  gave  a 
number  of  products  the  acid  test.  More 


by  John  Ulrich 

than  that,  we  learned  a  lot  about  machine 
preparation  and  pit  crew  training.  "There's 
always  next  year,"  office  wags  were  quick  to 
point  out  whenever  we  complained  of  los- 
ing the  class  win  because  of  tire  troubles 
less  than  45  minutes  before  the  finish.  The 
trouble  was.  this  was  the  "next  year"  from 
last  year! 

By  learning  from  our  successes  and  mis- 
takes, maybe  you  won't  need  a  "next  year." 


Visibility 

Scoring  counts  as  much,  or  maybe  ev 
more,  than  racing  at  an  endurance  race, 
the  annual  AFM  race,  each  team  m 
supply  its  own  scorers,  who  sit  in  i 
Ontario  Motor  Speedway  tower  seve 
hundred  feet  above  the  racetrack  and  wr 
down  the  time  shown  on  a  large  clock  et 
time  their  rider  passes  by  on  the  frc 
straightaway.  In  1978.  one  unlucky  ric 
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dicing  it  up  among  the  leaders  for  the 
hour,  never  holding  worse  than  fifth 
c.  His  scorers  missed  him  several  laps 
u'ut  knowing  it.  and  he  was  never  even 
vn  as  being  in  the  top  20  on  the  official 
ing  charts. 

isibility.  then,  is  important.  To  make 
bike  as  obvious  as  possible,  we  painted 
fairing,  gas  tank  and  tail  section  bright 
jw.  with  a  double  stripe  of  orange 
le  World  stickers  applied  to  the  gas 
c  (for  more  reasons  than  visibility,  but 
e  on  that  later).  The  back  of  each 
r"s  leathers  was  fitted  with  Velcro  fas- 
rs,  which  held  a  bright  yellow  number 
h  with  a  red  3.  the  number  assigned  to 
bike  by  the  AFM.  Cycle  ^fo/7^/ stickers 
;  applied  in  a  square  shape  to  the  top 
ich  rider's  helmet.  Number  plates  were 
.  clean  white  plastic  with  stick-on  black 
.  numbers. 

he  effect  may  have  been  less  than 
ning,  but  it  was  obvious  and  visible, 
the  team's  scorers  had  no  problem 
ting  the  bike. 

I  capacity 

3  win  an  endurance  race,  time  in  the 
must  be  minimized.  AFM  rules  re- 
e  a  rider  change  every  I'/:  hours.  Car- 
g  enough  fuel  to  make  it  between  rider 
iges  without  an  extra  fuel  stop  is  a 


definite  advantage.  To  increase  the 
GS750"s  range,  we  cut  two  stock  gas  tanks 
(purchased  dented  for  S25  each  from  a 
local  shop)  in  half  with  a  body  grinder. 
One  tank  was  cut  apart  at  the  base,  while 
the  top  was  cut  off  the  other  tank.  Stacking 
the  two  tanks  one  on  top  of  the  other, 
fabricating  steel  pieces  to  fill  the  gaps  at 
front  and  rear,  and  brazing  the  whole  thing 
together  yielded  one  tank  with  an  8.0  gal. 
capacity.  Short  pieces  of  tubing  welded  on 
the  left  side  of  the  tank  accepted  a  length 
of  clear  plastic  fuel  line  to  serve  as  a  gas 
gauge.  When  the  gas  level  reached  the 
clear  tubing,  it  was  time  to  start  paying 
attention  to  remaining  capacity  and  watch- 
ing for  pit  signals.  When  the  gas  reached  a 
black  line  on  the  tubing,  the  rider  knew 
that  one  gallon  of  gasoline  remained  in  the 
tank,  and  that  a  pit  stop  was  imminent. 

There  were  problems,  though,  before 
the  tank  ever  got  on  the  bike.  The  brazed 
tank  seams  leaked  w  hen  the  lank  was  filled 
for  the  first  time  (after  it  had  been 
painted).  We  tried  using  fuel  tank  sealer 
but  it  didn't  harden  fast  enough.  One  day 
before  qualifying,  the  tank  sealer  was  still 
ver)'  liquid.  In  desperation  we  had  the  tank 
cold-tanked  at  a  local  stripping  shop  to 
remove  the  exterior  paint  and  used  acetone 
to  remove  the  interior  sealer.  That  done, 
we  sealed  the  tank  seams  on  the  outside 


with  a  thick  bead  of  silicone  seal,  an  ugly 
but  effective  cure  for  the  leaks.  Then  we 
repainted  the  tank,  and  covered  the  hid- 
eous seams  with  a  row  of  Cycle  World 
.stickers.  A  visual  disaster,  the  tank  at  last 
was  functional. 

When  the  tank  was  finally  installed,  we 
found  that  the  handlebars  bumped  the  top 
corners  of  the  tank.  After  attacking  the 
tank  with  a  ball-peen  hammer,  clearance 
was  better  (but  not  perfect)  and  the  tank 
held  exactly  7.9  gal. 

If  we  had  it  to  do  all  over  again,  we 
would  have  had  the  tank  gas  welded  with 
1/16  in.  mild  steel  rod  and  an  00  tip.  or 
maybe  heli-arced  with  a  low  setting.  Braz- 
ing just  isn't  strong  enough,  and  once 
started,  cracks  in  brazing  spread.  Our  tank 
finished  the  race  without  a  leak,  but  the 
brazing  job  certainly  wasn't  worth  the  $60 
a  local  welder  charged  us. 

We  also  would  have  installed  a  GSIOOO 
filler  neck  and  cap.  That's  because  the 
GS750  neck  is  smaller  in  diameter,  which 
made  it  impossible  for  us  to  use  the  com- 
monly available  quick-fill  cans  used  at  the 
Daytona  Superbike  race  this  year.  Instead, 
we  borrowed  an  ancient.  BSA-era  AM  A 
750  National  quick  fill,  which  broke  at  the 
first  pit  stop.  Refueling  with  funnel  and  gas 
can  is  not  fast  enough  for  as  competitive  a 
race  as  the  AFM  six-hour. 

Cornering  clearance 

Riding  a  GS750  hard  on  the  racetrack- 
even  with  stock  tires  and  exhaust  system- 
can  grind  through  the  alternator  cover  in 
the  length  of  a  single  sprint  race.  In  our 
ca.se.  we  hit  oil  in  six  laps  at  an  Ontario 
sprint  race  months  before  the  six-hour. 

To  increase  cornering  clearance,  we  re- 
moved the  alternator,  ground  .040  in.  off 
the  end  of  the  crankshaft  with  a  hand 
grinder,  and  installed  a  cut-down  cover. 
The  stock  cover  stuck  out  4.0  in.  from  the 
crankcases.  After  2.5  in.  were  cut  olT  the 
stock  cover  and  a  piece  of  aluminum  plate 
welded  on.  the  cover  stuck  out  just  V/*  in. 
and  ground  clearance  in  turns  was  no 
longer  a  problem.  The  man  who  cut  and 
welded  the  cover  charged  us  $35  and  took 
too  long  to  finish  the  work.  But  we  found 
that  Homer  Knapp  of  Hollywood  Motor- 
cycle Machine  will  do  the  same  work  for 
S25.  Knapp.  who  welds  the  covers  used  on 
the  Yoshimura  Superbikes.  works  out  of 
his  machine  shop  at  5419  Denny  Ave., 
North  Hollywood.  Calif.  9 1 60 1 .  (2 13 )  985- 
2213.  Prospective  customers  should  know 
that  Knapp  keeps  odd  hours,  often  sleep- 
ing in  past  noon  and  then  working  all 
night.  Call  in  late  afternoon. 

With  no  alternator,  obviously  ignition 
would  have  to  be  total  loss,  and  we  had  no  > 
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•Available  in  Black.  White  and  Custom  Colors 


And  there's  more  where  these  came  from, 

A  lot  more.  In  fact,  Bates  catalog  has  more  than  50  pages  of  quality  motorcycle 
accessories  and  apparel,  jammed  full  of  color  photographs  and  detailed 
descriptions.  And  everything  —  from  Racing  Leathers  to  Fairings,  MX  Gloves  to 
Saddlebags  —  has  one  thing  in  common:  Bates  reputation  for  top  quality.  You 
don't  have  to  take  our  word  for  it.  Talk  to  other  riders.  Bates  is  the  name  serious 
riders  know  and  ask  for,  because  they  know  Bates  is  the  best.  Send  $2.00  to 
Accessory  House,  P.O.  Box  1770- WZ.  Long  Beach,  CA  90801  and  receive  Bates 
latest  catalog,  a  packet  of  leather  samples,  decals  and  complete  information  on 
how  you  can  order  Bates  products  .  .  .  but  do  it  today. 


the  "quality  people" 


Cl, 


to  predict  whether  or  not  one  battery 
Id  go  the  entire  six  hours.  So  we  fitted 
e  batteries  with  quick-disconnect  gang 
lectors,  and  soldered  a  mating  connec- 
into  the  wiring  harness.  The  quick- 
annect,  16-gauge  wires  couldn't  han- 
he  load  imposed  by  the  electric  starter, 
starter  was  removed  and  a  plug  in- 
ed  in  the  alternator  cover.  All  the 
's  lights  had  already  been  removed  as 
:cessary. 

he  battery  was  replaced  twice  during 
race,  but  because  we  hadn't  discussed 
ppropriate  signal  for  the  rider  to  alert 
pit  crew  that  a  change  was  needed  (as 
enced  by  missing  at  top  end  as  the 
ery  was  drained),  we  lost  several  min- 
each  time.  In  theory,  one  man  should 
:  flipped  up  the  seat  and  pulled  out  the 
ery  while  another  installed  the  re- 
ement.  Two  changes  were  needed  be- 
;e  a  member  of  the  pit  crew  inadver- 
ly  left  the  two  spare  batteries  sitting  on 
•  concrete  for  several  hours  before  the 
,  and  the  batteries  lost  some  charge, 
he  ignition  itself  was  stock  Suzuki 
Its.  We  didn't  want  to  take  any  chances 
"black  box"  failure  with  an  electronic 
tion.  The  stock  parts  worked  flawlessly, 
he  stock  footpegs  were  replaced  with  a 
of  Honda  305  Super  Hawk  mounts 
pegs  which  repositioned  the  pegs  an 
higher  and  an  inch  farther  back  than 
k.  To  match,  the  shift  lever  was  moved 
me  notch  on  the  splined  shift  shaft  and 
brake  lever  shortened  3  in.  by  cutting 
a  piece  and  rewelding.  With  the  pegs 
L-ated,  the  bike  could  be  leaned  over 
ler  without  the  rider's  feet  dragging, 
shorter  brake  lever  also  reduced  lever- 
on  the  touchy  rear  disc  brake,  making 
el  control  easier,  thus  avoiding  lock-up 
making  braking  more  predictable. 

eels  and  Tires 

he  standard  GS750E  has  cast  wheels 
I  a  WM2  front  rim  width  and  WM3 

rim  width.  We  knew  that  in  the  past, 
ri-ciass  bikes  had  finished  the  six-hour 
wide  Michelin  and  Goodyear  slicks, 

since  the  750  would  have  less  power 
1  an  AMA  Superbike,  we  figured  that 
LS  would  easily  last  the  distance  while 
ng  superior  traction.  So  we  had  Meryl's 
Wheel  lace  a  DID  WM5- 18  aluminum 
y  rim  to  a  stock  GS750  (standard 
lei)  rear  hub  and  a  DID  WM3-I8 
ninum  alloy  rim  to  a  standard  front 
,  both  wheels  using  Meryl's  new  7- 
ge  spokes.  The  plan  was  to  use  a  set  of 
erimental  Metzeler  slicks  front  and 
.  The  tires  had  been  used  with  great 
CSS  in  European  endurance  races,  we 
:  told,  but  were  not  available  in  a  19  in. 
,  By  the  time  we  learned  that  the  front 
simply  wouldn't  work— it  hopped  off" 
ground  in  corners  and  set  up  a  front 

oscillation  with  the  stock  forks— it  was 
late  to  find  a  set  of  Goodyear  slicks  for 
.  All  were  sold,  and  supplies  of  19  in. 
It  slicks  had  been  tight  for  weeks  any- 
'.  We  hurriedly  mounted  a  19-in. 


By  removing  the  alternator  and  welding  up  a 
slimmer  side  cover,  there  were  no  ground 
clearance  problems  on  the  GS750. 


MX  Fox  shocks  worked  fade-free  for  the 
entire  six  hours.  With  110-lb.  springs,  not  all 
the,  available  4.3  in.  of  shock  travel  were 
used  on  the  smooth  Ontario  road  course. 


Photo  by  Ken  Mullins 


Michelin  PZ2  M45  on  the  front  wheel  ofl" 
Eagan's  845cc  GS750  Superbike  (with 
WM3-19  Borriani  shouldered  alloy  rim) 
but  found  that  it  washed  out  in  hard 
corners,  bouncing  the  wheel  off  the 
ground.  Another  quick  switch  to  a  3.50/ 
4.50-19  Dunlop  KR83  solved  the  front  end 
problem. 

But  the  150/70-18  Metzeler  slick  be- 
came greasy  on  the  right  side  10  laps  into 
the  six-hour,  slipping  and  sliding  and  even 
requiring  that  the  rider  upshift  out  of  turns 
to  keep  from  getting  sideways.  After  five 
hours  the  bike  was  sliding  on  the  banking 
at  steady  throttle.  Trying  not  to  crash  was  a 
serious  worry  in  every  righthand  turn,  and 
righthanders  dominate  at  OMS.  At  5 
hours,  15  minutes  the  KR83  went  flat  in 
Turn  II.  (Later  inspection  revealed  that 
the  3.25-19  tube  installed  in  the  tire  was 
too  small  to  fit  the  carcass  and  had  chaff'ed 


through).  Three  laps  after  the  front  wheel 
change  was  completed,  the  rear  slick  had 
worn  through  three  layers  of  its  four  ply 
carcass  from  spinning  and  sliding,  and  the 
rear  wheel  was  changed.  One  more  lap 
would  have  surely  resulted  in  a  flat  with 
possibly  disastrous  results.  The  race  was 
finished  on  the  stock  Suzuki  wheels  and 
IRC  tires.  Wear  from  the  final  12  laps  of 
the  race  indicates  that  the  IRC  tires  would 
not  have  lasted  six  hours  at  the  lap  times 
then  being  turned. 

Brakes 

The  stock  front  brake  pads  were  re- 
placed with  Ferodo  compound  2447  pads, 
while  Ferodo  DS-1 1  compound  pads  were 
used  in  the  rear. 

The  2447  compound  for  front  brakes 
replaces  the  older  2434  Ferodo  compound, > 


photos  by  Brian  Blades 
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which  would  glaze  and  carbonize  if  not 
carefully  broken  in,  and  which  wouldn't 
work  on  plasma-sprayed  aluminum  discs. 
The  2434  pads  stopped  great  but  were  soft 
and  wore  out  quickly. 

The  new  2447  compound  has  a  wear  rate 
four  to  five  times  greater  than  the  older 
compound,  according  to  Bob  Pepper  of 
Performance  Research  Organization 
(PRO),  the  Ferodo  importers  for  this  coun- 
try. While  the  new  pads  last  longer  and 
have  a  very  stable  and  constant  coefficient 
of  friction  at  temperatures  ranging  from 
room  temperature  to  past  1000°.  they  have 
slightly  less  friction  than  the  earlier  pads— 
on  a  scale  of  relative  friction,  the  difference 
between  the  two  compounds  is  2  percent. 
The  new  compound  has  an  advantage, 
though,  in  that  it  works  well  with  cast  iron, 
plasma-coated  aluminum  and  stainless 
steel  discs. 

The  rear  disc  pads  made  of  DS- 1 1  com- 
pound are  formulated  to  have  a  coefficient 
of  friction  50  percent  less  than  the  front 
pads  but  more  resistance  to  high  tempera- 
tures. The  result  is  very  predictable  action, 
making  braking  hard  to  the  apex  of  a  turn 
possible  without  a  problem  with  wheel 
control. 

While  the  latest  Ferodo  pads  are  not  as 
sensitive  to  careful  break-in  as  the  previous 
compounds,  the  company  still  recom- 
mends following  detailed  break-in  pro- 
cedures packaged  with  each  set  of  pads. 
Briefly,  the  instructions  state  that  the 


Quick  disconnect  battery  was  changed 
twice  during  the  six  hours  to  keep  the  total 
loss  ignition  system  fed. 


brakes  should  be  u.sed  lightly  until  80 
percent  of  the  pad  surface  is  visibly  con- 
tacting the  disc,  with  the  brakes  used  pro- 
gressively harder  and  harder  until  the 
brake  parts  are  very  hot.  Once  the  parts 


have  cooled  from  the  initial  break-in  s 
sion.  they  are  then  ready  for  sustained  h; 
use. 

Compared  to  stock.  Ferodo  from  pa 
have  more  power  and  rear  pads  arc  1( 
prone  to  lockup,  but  they  squeal  loudly 
medium-lever-pressure  street  use. 

The  Ferodo  company  is  a  giant  mu 
national  manufacturer  of  friction  ma 
rials,  from  Formula  One  and  OEM  ( 
brakes  to  elevator  clutches.  The  firm 
involved  in  motorcycle  brakes— a  tiny  p< 
tion  of  their  business- thanks  to  the  effo 
of  a  few  motorcycle  enthusiasts  worki 
for  the  company,  notably  England's  Stu 
King.  The  2447  front  pads  are  made  in  t 
firm's  Australian  plant,  while  the  DS- 
pads  come  from  the  English  factory. 

The  company  has  found  that  moiorcy 
racers— particularly  the  best  Anieric 
motorcycle  racers— put  brake  pad  mu 
rials  through  the  most  severe  use  of  a 
application.  The  company  makes  sf 
cially  coated  pads  for  F750and  250cc  ro 
racers  which  need  no  break-in.  thus  alio 
ing  the  rider  to  change  pads  before  the  n 
and  still  banzai  into  Turn  One.  but  the 
pads  aren't  available  for  street-based  bik 

From  PRO.  P.O.  Box  445.  Graftc 
Mass.  01519.  (617)  839-6342  or  from  Tt 
Hayner's  Racer  Supply.  6959  Van  Ni 
Blvd..  Van  Nuys.  Calif..  (213)  781-63! 
Priced  at  $22.95  for  each  set  of  two  co 
pound  2447  front  pads.  $25.95  for  a  set 
two  compound  DS-1 1  rear  pads. 
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CASTRE  INCORPORATED 
836  FLORY  MILL  ROAD 
'VNCASTER.  PENNSYLVANIA  17601 


The  Castre  Road  Racing  Glove  w 
signed  specifically  for  tfie  Touring  and  Road  I 
entfiusiast  by  a  dedicated  group  of  profess! 

Tfiis  is  the  first  and  finest  automaticc 
signed  road  racing  glove  on  the  market  tod 

Just  check  out  Castre's  TRI-CURVI 
tures,  which  are  built-in,  to  eliminate  blisters  < 
by  bunching. 

Count  the  curves. 

One.  Curved  across  your  kn 
Two.  Curved  laterally  from 

wrist  to  little  finger. 
Three.  Cun/ed  the  length  ol 
hand. 

With  extra  palm  padding,  plus  reir 
protection  on  both  the  thumb  and  index  fir 
help  minimize  seam  tears. 

A  Velcro  closure  lets  you  secure  th 
long  leather  gauntlet  over  your  riding  ge 
leathers. 

Made  of  the  finest  cowhide  with 
braided  double-stitched  seams  to  help  reduc 
outs.  Competitively  priced  and  available  in 
sizes,  small,  medium,  large  and  extra-large. 

Castre  gloves  give  you  the  comfc 
control  you  need  to  handle  the  most  difficu 

So  take  those  curves,  with  Castre. 
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All  Castre  Motorcycle  Products  available  at  participating  Castre  dealers  or  through  Castre  Inc  ,  Lanes 
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Announcing  the  anatomicallx;  designed  Castre 
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Cold  Weather  Glove 

(4"  long  Leather  Gauntlet ^ 
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and  all  reasons! 
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Cold  Weather  Glov 

This  is  not  only  the  warmest,  but  the  fii 
and  finest  anatomically  designed  cold  weather  glo 
on  the  market  today. 

Just  check  out  Castre's  TRI-CURVE™  fe 
tures,  which  are  built-in,  to  eliminate  blisters  caus( 
by  bunching. 

Count  the  curves. 

One.  Curved  across  your  knucklt 
Two.  Curved  laterally  from  youi 

wrist  to  little  finger. 
Three.  Curved  the  length  of  youi 
hand. 

Anatomical  construction  minimizes  tl 
crushing  of  foam  insulation  and  maximizes  warmt 
Varied  foam  thickness  helps  protect  against  cold 
critical  areas. 

Extra  leather  on  the  palm  and  thumb,  pi 
reinforced  protection  on  both  thumb  and  ind« 
finger,  helps  minimize  seam  tears. 

Made  of  the  finest  cowhide  with  trip 
braided  double-stitched  seams  to  reduce  tear-oul 

Competitively  priced  and  available  in  men 
sizes,  small,  medium,  large  and  extra-large. 

Castre  gloves  give  you  the  comfort  ar 
control  you  need  to  handle  the  most  difficult  rid( 

So  take  those  curves,  with  Castre. 


All  Castre  Motorcycle  Products  available  at  participating  Castre  dealers  or  through  Castre  Inc..  Lancaster 


;ine  modifications 

he  engine  was  left  ba.sicaily  stock  in  the 
rests  of  reliability,  with  a  few  excep- 
s.  The  valve  clearances  were  set  at  .004 
nstead  of  the  stock  recommended  .002 
nsure  that  the  clearances  wouldn't 
ten  up  as  the  engine  heated  up.  The 
)matic  cam  chain  lensioner  was  modi- 
to  adjust  manually  by  Kazuo  Yoshima 
)ntario  Moto  Tech  Corp.  (6850  Vine- 
1  Ave.  »i8.  North  Hollywood.  Calif. 
35,  $40)  because  the  slock  tensioner 
ks  out  and  does  not  adequately  control 
cam  chain  (and  thus,  cam  timing)  at 
ng  rpm.  The  redline  for  the  race  was 
Tially  9000.  with  10.000  used  while 
:ing  up  time  late  in  the  race  after  the 
el  changes. 

D  W29Ept  (platinum  tip)  racing  plugs 
;  used  because  platinum  tips  are  sup- 
;d  to  last  longer.  The  plugs  didn't  give 
ny  trouble,  but  were  expensive,  costing 
50  each  at  a  local  shop. 

two-year-old  standard  Derale  oil 
er  which  had  survived  two  previous 
liours  was  mounted,  and  Bel-Ray  40w 
ing  Oil  was  used  in  the  engine. 


Hand-bent  Yoshimura  racing  pipe  and  29mm  smoothbore  Mikuni  carburetors  with  2. 75-in. 
velocity  stacks  took  over  a  half-second  off  the  GS750's  quarter-mile  time,  improved  top  end  at 
Ontario.  Note  rear  brake  pedal,  shortened  3  in.  to  reduce  leverage  and  to  improve  rear  brake 
control. 
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Yoshimura  exhaust  and  Mikuni 
smoothbore  carbs 

"I  thought  you  said  that  bike  was  stock 
except  for  carbs  and  pipe,"  said  one  as- 
tonished competitor  after  our  six-hour 
Suzuki  won  its  qualifying  heat. 

It  was.  But  adding  a  Yoshimura  hand- 
bent  exhaust  system  and  29mm  Mikuni 
carburetors  drastically  improved  the  per- 
formance of  the  bike,  adding  to  top  speed 
and  acceleration. 

After  the  six-hour,  we  took  the  bike  to 
the  dragstrip.  where  it  turned  a  best  of 
12.19  sec.  at  108.95  with  the  stock  gearing 
(which  we  ran  in  the  race).  The  best  the 
machine  had  done  in  the  quarter-mile 
with  stock  pipes  and  carbs  and  standard 
gearing  was  12.72  at  103.80  mph. 

Curious  as  to  how  much  effect  the 
29mm  carburetors  had,  we  installed  the 
stock  26mm  Mikunis  with  the  hand-bent 
racing  pipe  in  place.  After  the  carbs  had 
been  properly  jetted,  the  best  the  bike 
would  turn  was  12.88  at  104.40. 

Fujio  Yoshimura  .says  that  the  unmuffled 
racing  pipe  was  designed  to  be  used  with 
the  larger  carburetors.  The  stock  carbure- 
tors simply  cannot  flow  enough  air  to  work 
with  the  racing  exhaust  system.  Because 
the  stock  carbs  are  not  smoothbores,  tur- 
bulence reduces  efl'ective  diameter  even 
more  than  the  26mm  nominal  rating. 

Using  the  racing  pipe  and  smoothbore 
carbs  with  117.5  main  jets,  the  GS750 
averaged  18  mpg  during  the  six-hour  race, 
which  kept  the  machine  running  for  the 
maximum  allowed  interval  of  1'/:  hours 
between  pit  stops  and  rider  changes  — 
about  40  laps  or  128  mi.,  with  7  gal.  used. 

To  fit  the  racing  exhaust  system,  Mike 
Velasco  and  Dave  Langford  of  Yoshimura 
Speed  Center  cut  off  the  right  passenger 
peg  frame  loop  and  welded  on  a  mount  for 
the  tailsection.  Another  tailsection  mount 
bolted  to  the  centerstand  mounts  under- 
neath the  frame.  The  hand-bent  pipes  met 
in  a  collector,  which  slipped  into  the  tail 
section.  The  head  pipes  were  secured  by 
the  stock  bolts  into  the  cylinder  head.  The 
system  weighed  12  lb.,  compared  to  33  lb. 
for  the  stock  Suzuki  system. 

After  mounting,  the  pipe  could  not 
touch  the  ground  while  the  bike  was  still  on 
two  wheels,  so  cornering  clearance  was 
unhindered  by  the  system. 

The  hand-bent  racing  pipe  costs  $275, 
with  an  additional  $60  for  frame  cutting 
and  mount  fabrication.  A  mandrel-bent 
Yoshimura  street  exhaust  system  with  rac- 
ing tailsection  sells  for  $160  in  black  and 
$180  in  chrome,  again  with  an  additional 
$60  charged  for  frame  modification  and 
mount  fabrication. 

The  29mm  Mikuni  smoothbores  sell  for 
$333. 

From  Yoshimura  Speed  Center.  1958 
Placentia,  Costa  Mesa.  Calif.  92626.  (714) 
642-7094. 


Barnett  clutch  kit 

All  the  power  in  the  world  isn't  any  good 
if  it  doesn't  get  to  the  rear  wheel,  and  a 
common  weak  link  in  power  transmission 
is  the  clutch.  The  stock  Suzuki  clutch  is 
fine  for  street  use  and  pretty  good  for 
racing,  but  has  its  limits,  limits  likely  to 
appear  during  a  six-hour  race. 

In  the  1977  AFM  six-hour,  two  staff 
members  rode  an  845cc  GS750  to  fourth  in 
the  open  class,  with  the  clutch  slipping 
after  four  hours.  To  avoid  any  such  prob- 
lems with  the  stock-displacement  GS750E 
raced  this  year,  we  used  a  Barnett  Tool  and 
Engineering  Extra  Plate  Clutch  Kit  #TM- 
2EP1.  which  includes  nine  fiber  drive 
plates  (stock  has  eight),  an  extra  copper- 
plated  steel  driven  plate  (for  a  total  of 
eight  steel  plates  versus  the  stock  seven) 
and  a  set  of  <tMT-23  clutch  springs.  The 
seven  stock  steel  driven  plates  were  re- 
placed with  additional  copper-plated 
Barnett  plates. 

The  friction  material  used  on  the  drive 
plates  is  made  by  Raybestos  to  Barnett 
specifications  and  contains  a  combination 
of  asbestos,  graphite,  metal  and  polyglass 
particles.  The  materia!  is  suitable  for  use  in 
wet  or  dry  clutches  (the  GS750  clutch  is 
wet)  and  is  both  den.ser  and  more  stable 
than  the  cork-rubber  compound  used  pre- 
viously on  Barnett  clutch  plates.  The  new 
material  resists  distortion  because  it  ex- 
pands less  when  heated,  but  has  a  slightly 
lower  coefl[icient  of  friction  than  the  rub- 
ber/cork compounds.  The  increased  sta- 
bility is  worth  the  trade-off  in  friction,  for 
two  reasons.  First,  the  clutch  didn't  slip 
during  our  testing,  so  friction  isn't  a  prob- 


lem: and  second,  the  new  material  has  I 
of  the  creeping,  dragging,  and  hard-to-l 
neutral  characteristics  made  famous 
older  rubber/cork  compound  Bam 
clutches. 

The  standard  Barnett  clutch  kit  con 
with  one  copper-plated  steel  plate  to 
used  in  addition  to  the  standard  st 
plates.  We  ordered  extra  copper-coa 
plates  to  replace  every  steel  driven  platt 
the  clutch.  The  copper  coating  impro 
heat  dissipation  and  prevents  hot  spi 
With  the  copper-plated  plates,  the  clu 
runs  cooler.  Generally,  a  cooler-runn 
clutch  is  a  longer-lasting  clutch-heat  li 
clutches  and  leads  to  glazing  of  plates  a 
slipping  under  extreme  use. 

The  chrome-silicone  steel  clutch  spri 
included  with  the  Barnett  kit  are  h 
treated  and  shot  peened  for  strength.  . 
have  roughly  20  to  25  lb.  more  spr 
pressure  than  the  stock  springs.  The  ad 
tional  pressure  holds  the  plates  tigh 
together  and  again  discourages  slip  un 
hard  acceleration.  With  the  springs 
stalled,  it  takes  more  effort  to  pull  in 
clutch,  but  that  isn't  noticeable  wh 
racing. 

The  combination  of  springs,  driven  s 
drive  plates  gave  excellent,  progress 
clutch  action  with  no  slip  or  creep  evidj 
after  the  six-hour  race,  four  sprint  rac 
and  20  passes  at  the  drag  strip.  There  is 
doubt  that  the  Barnett  clutch  parts  W( 
and  work  well. 

The  clutch  kit  with  springs  retails 
$45.00.  Seven  additional  copper  plates 
$2.50  each)  cost  $  17.50  for  a  total  of  $62 
(plus  tax)  for  all  the  pieces. 

From  Barnett  Tool  and  Engineeri: 
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r  1  fairing  made  the  six-hour  ride  easier  by  protecting  the  rider  from  wind.  One  of  the  After  5'/2  hours,  the  score  was  one  flat  front 
iting  spots  broke  during  the  race,  however.  tire,  one  worn-out  rear  tire  and  a  switch  to 

stocif  wheels  and  tires. 


Pacific  Blvd..  Vernon.  Calif.  90058. 

ir  1  S-3  Turbo  Fairing 

le  best  thing  we  did  for  the  six-hour 
install  a  Racer  1  S-3  Turbo  fairing 

Dick's  Cycle  West.  In  past  six-hour 
i.  the  rider's  neck  and  shoulders 
ped  from  fighting  the  wind  during 

stints  in  the  saddle.  But  with  the 
ng  installed,  blasting  down  the 
ihta\vays  while  tucked  in  behind  the 
)lc  was  more  comfortable  than  we 
d  have  thought  possible  on  a  race 

Fatigue  during  a  full  1'/:  hours  be- 
n  rider  changes  was  greatly  reduced 
lap  times  stayed  more  consistent, 
ic  Racer  1  fairing  is  made  of  ABS 
moplastic.  is  vacuum  formed,  and 
hs  4.5  lb.  The  fairing  shell  is  3/16  in. 
.  and  is  bonded  to  1  / 16  in.  inner  pods 
h  secure  the  center  mounts.  The  outer 
ICC  of  the  fairing  is  coated  w  ith  Koard. 
Meciivc  finish  which  resists  deteriora- 
from  ultraviolet  sunlight.  The  fairing 
."s  in  black  or  white,  and  will  accept 
automotive-type  paint,  including  lac- 

and  acrylic. 

le  fairing  is  flared  on  the  sides  to 
xl  wind  out  away  from  the  rider,  with 
ance  cutouts  to  allow  use  of  flat  han- 
ars  (we  used  GSM  RlOOS-bend  bars) 
ad  of  less  comfortable  clubman  or 
on  bars.  The  lower  edge  of  the  fairing 
rporates  a  small  spoiler, 
■cording  to  Dick  LaPlante,  president 
ick's  Cycle  West,  the  unique  shape  of 
;iiring  evolved  during  the  decade  since 
:ompany  sold  its  first  sport  fairing. 
Liugh  LaPlante  admits  that  the  firm's 
tunnel  is  makeshift,  testing  has  been 


done  in  the  tunnel  during  development  of 
the  fairing. 

Even  if  the  wind  tunnel  design  testing 
wasn't  as  complex  as  that  at  Cal  Tech.  the 
fairing  does  work.  Some  fork-mount  fair- 
ings aff"ect  handling  at  top  speed  and  con- 
tribute to  a  wobble  with  handlebar  oscilla- 
tion. The  Racer  1  fairing  did  not  afi"ect 
handling  at  all. 

But  while  the  fairing  was  still  attached 
after  six  hours,  it  didn't  come  through 
unscathed. 

The.  right  center  mount  broke  out  of  the 
inner  pod.  and  cracking  showed  around 
the  left  center  mount.  Fortunately.  La- 
Plante assured  us  that  any  such  failure  is 
covered  by  the  fairing's  limited  lifetime 
warranty.  Of  course,  the  warranty  does  not 
apply  in  the  case  of  faulty  installation, 
crashing,  or  bubble  windshield  cracks. 

For  street  use.  the  center  mounts  fasten 
to  the  headlight  ear  bolts  with  steel  strap 
while  the  top  mounts  fasten  to  the  upper 
triple  clamp  pinch  bolts.  Because  we 
wanted  the  bubble  as  high  as  possible  for 
maximum  wind  protection,  and  because 
the  headlight  would  be  removed  anyway 
(and  the  hole  in  the  fairing  covered  with  a 
number  plate),  we  bolted  the  fairing  top 
mounts  to  the  Suzuki's  rear  view  mirror 
mounts  on  the  handlebars.  The  center 
mounts  were  bolted  to  the  headlight  ears 
with  the  steel  strap  bent  to  accommodate 
the  change  in  upper  mount  position. 

While  we  did  not  test  the  fairing  in  street 
use  with  the  headlight  installed,  the  head- 
light can  be  adjusted  with  the  fairing  in 
place,  and  the  windscreen  is  DOT 
approved. 

With  the  mounting  hardware  and  bub- 


ble windscreen,  the  Racer  I  S-3  Turbo 
fairing  costs  $117.  From  Dick's  Cycle 
West.  401  Agostino  Rd.,  San  Gabriel. 
Calif.  91776. 

MX  Fox  shocks 

MX  Fox  made  its  name  with  tough, 
long-travel  shocks  that  often  last  a  year  or 
more  under  continuous  motocross  use.  It 
makes  sense  then,  that  the  gas  pressurized 
prototype  street  bike  shocks  we  tried  for 
the  six-hour  worked  as  well  at  the  finish  as 
they  did  at  the  start. 

The  shocks  are  based  on  the  MX  Fox 
motocross  shocks,  but  with  less  compres- 
sion damping  and  more  rebound  damping. 
Construction  is  robust,  with  fade-free  op- 
eration a  major  design  objective.  The 
shock  bodies  are  mild  steel,  the  shafts  0.5 
in.  o.d.  chrome-moly.  The  shocks  are 
emulsion  type,  that  is.  the  pressurized  ni- 
trogen and  the  oil  are  mixed  in  the  body. 

While  the  shocks  worked  well  during  the 
six-hour  and  never  called  attention  to 
themselves.  MX  Fox  doesn't  have  shocks  in 
production  for  larger  machines  yet  be- 
cause they're  still  testing.  However,  MX 
Fox  shocks  for  lightweight  road  machines, 
such  as  Yamaha  RD400s  and  RD350s.  are 
currently  available.  Geofi"  Fox  of  MX  Fox 
predicts  that  shocks  for  larger  machines 
will  be  available  in  the  fall  of  this  year. 

Shocks  now  being  sold  cost  $109  per  set 
of  shocks,  with  each  set  of  springs  an 
additional  $22.  Springs  are  available  in  80. 
90.  100.  110.  125  and  135  lb.  ratings.  (We 
used  1 10  lb.  springs  in  the  six-hour). 

From  Moto-X  Fox.  Inc..  520  McGlincy 
Ln..  Campbell.  Calif  95008.  Q 
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Look  into  an  Electro. 
You'll  like  virhat  you  see. 


Electro's  hand-laminated  fiberglass 
construction  provides  rugged  de- 
pendability. That's  one  of  the 
many  reasons  they're  consi- 
dered the  world's  premium 
helmet. 


Extra  ear-area  pad- 
ding allow  Electro 
Helmets  to  cut  down 
noise  while  pro- 
viding a  snug  fit.  The 
result  is  greater  riding 
comfort. 


Overstuffed  chin 
pads  (on  the  full- 
face  Electro  2A) 
permit  a  better,  more 
comfortable  fit. 


Available  in  Full  or  Open  Face  models 


r 

-1 

—  J 

Full  one  inch  wide  chinstrap 
with  welded  "D"  rings  gives 
added  strength  and  comfort 
to  wearing  a  helmet.  The 
extra  wide  chinstrap  more 
evenly  distributes  pressure. 


elecDro 


increased  padding  is  pro- 
vided to  the  forehead  and 
temple  areas.  You  see,  pro- 
fessional motorcyclists 
helped  design  Electro  Hel- 
mets...they  know  where 
added  comfort  is  needed. 


Every  Electro  helmet  is  fully  iinec 
with  low  density,  shock-resistan 
polystyrene,  then  covered  witi 
foam-laminated  "Trylon' 
for  added  protectior 
and  comfor 


Electro  Helmets  art 
A     so  lightweight  anc 
5/    great  fitting,  you'l 
^     hardly  know  you  havt 
a  helmet  on!  To  helf 
insure  a  great  fit,  Elec 
tros  come  in  individua 
hat  sizes,  from  6%  to  7% 
(not  "small,  medium  anc 
arge  "  like  other  helme 
manufacturers).  And  Elec 
tros  comply  with  safety  regula 
tions  in  all  50  states  and  man^ 
foreign  countries.  It  all  adds  uf 
to  the  smartest-looking,  bes 
fitting,  most  comfortable  helme 
you  can  wear 

 T  


1 


Ultimate  neck  comfort  is 
another  important  Electro 
feature.  This  is  made  possi- 
bly by  using  a  true  neck  roll 
constructed  of  special  high 
density  foam. 


Oversized  rivets  assure 
you  that  the  chinstrap  or 
Electro  Helmets  are  super- 
secure.  Another  quality 
feature  built  into  each 
Electro  Helmet. 


HELMETS 


Electrofilm,  Inc.,  7116  Laurel  Canyon  Blvd.,  No.  Hollywood,  California  91605. 
Send  for  Free  color  brochure  and  name  of  your  nearest  Electro  Helmet  Dealer. 


during  the  early  season,  earned  hijn  56. 
points.         •      •  -     .  - 

DcCosIc/.  of  course.  SUfcly  "the  "best- 
known  name  in  motocrojs  and  long  a 
crowd  favorite,  in  the  U.S.  -dk  elsewhere  in 
the  worjd.  Rumor  has  it  he'll  retire  at  the 
end  ol  the  year.  There's  also  no  doubt 
R»)ger  D.  would  like  to  retire  as  world 
champion.  IJcCoster  also  had  a  prc-seuson 
jnjurv.  a  broken  collarbone,  Irom  which  he 
recovered  in  rea)rd  time.  And  he  had  u 
-\vorks  .Su/uki  vsith  the  darnedest  leading/ 
trailing/fork  front  suspension  seen  in 
ye;irs. The  design  Ls  an  attempt  at  rcducmg 
the  radical  change  in  rake  and  ir^il ^ssoci-- 
aied  with  long  travel  forks.  Ii  is  a  total 
departure  from  normal  suspensirtn  design, 
but  doesn't  seem  ti>  be  cpmpleiely  per- 
fected yet.  DeCostcr'i  tjjke  looked  prone  to 
tank  s|;>^ipers  on  Cacjsbad's  nr>ugh  uf>hill 
section.     .  '  _  > 

When  the  gjife  ftir  .Ihev' first\mato 
dropped  .  .'.        . —  "  . 

It  didn't.  At  Icao^Tiqt  Tor  everyonfe.  The 
left  half  t)f  the  gate  fell  open,  the  right  half 
stayed.pul.  hpMing  bijck.mosi  of  the  ritjers. 
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A  hard  landing  at  the  mudhole  threw  Mikkola  over  the  handlebars  during  the  first  moto  He  dashed  for  the  side  while  other  riders  ran  o 


The  wheel  dug  in  and  Mikkola  went 
over  the  bars  hard.  An  Iron  Man,  he  got 
up,  dodged  the  traffic  and  stood  at  the  side 
until  the  last  rider  had  dodged  or  ridden 
over  his  mount.  He  started  the  engine  and 
rode  to  the  pits.  Hurt,  and  knowing  he  had 
no  chance  of  catching  up.  the  champ  de- 
cided to  save  his  strength  for  the  second 
moto. 

Meanwhile,  Vromans  had  the  lead  with 
Weinert  second,  until  Bell,  third  here  in 
1978,  moved  past  Weinert  and  set  his  sights 
on  Vromans.  One  lap  later  the  young 
Yamaha  rider  grabbed  the  lead  by  flying 
past  Vromans  on  the  long  treacherous 
downhill.  Unfortunately,  on  the  same  lap, 
both  Danny  LaPorte  and  Lackey  pulled  off 
the  track  and  hung  it  up.  La  Porte  had 
fallen  and  his  forks  were  tweaked  badly. 
Lackey  decided  to  wait  for  the  second 
moto  since  he  saw  little  chance  of  getting 
into  one  of  the  top  10  points-paying  posi- 
tions. Back  in  the  race,  Weinert  was  begin- 
ning to  tire  from  the  extreme  heat  and 
slipped  back  to  fourth  as  Wolsink  moved 
up  to  third.  Near  the  halfway  point  in  the 
race,  Wolsink  overlook  Vromans.  again  on 
the  downhill,  and  set  out  after  Bell.  At  first 
it  seemed  like  Wolsink  would  never  be  able 
to  challenge  Bell's  14  sec.  lead,  but  then 
Mike  started  to  slow  noticeably.  The  heat 
was  aflfecting  him  so  badly  that  he  could 
barely  hold  on  to  the  motorcycle.  After  40 
min.,  with  a  mere  3  laps  to  go,  Mike  could 
not  take  any  more,  and  left  the  track  while 
still  in  second  place.  In  the  meantime 
DeCoster  had  worked  his  way  up  steadily 
from  a  lOth  place  start,  all  the  while  dog- 
gedly pursued  by  an  impressive  Chuck 
Sun.  At  the  30  min.  mark,  DeCoster 
moved  past  Noyce  for  third  place,  leaving 
Sun  in  fifth.  When  the  checkered  flag 
mercifully  appeared.  Wolsink  had  a  com- 
fortable 15  sec.  lead  over  DeCoster.  They 
were  followed  by  Noyce,  Sun,  Vromans. 
Herbert  Schmitz,  Jean  Jacques  Bruno,  Rex 
Staten,  Rick  Burgett,  and  Marty  Smith. 

After  his  fantastic  start,  Weinert  pulled 
ofi"  the  track  just  after  the  halfway  mark, 
saying.  "I  got  a  little  overheated  out  there 
and  Just  couldn't  handle  it."  As  for  Bell,  he 
came  into  the  pits  so  exhausted  he  needed 
a  reporter  to  help  him  put  the  bike  on  the 
stand.  He  was  immediately  attended  to  by 
doctors  for  heat  exhaustion.  Compound- 
ing his  pain  was  a  recently  broken  finger 
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Before  collapsing  from  heat  exhaustion  two  laps  from  the  end  of  the  first  moto,  l^ike  Bell 
the  race  by  a  comfortable  margin. 


Going  through  the  tight  righthander  Lackey  (No. 


Cl 


aterial 


ike.  After  the  crash  Mikkola  retired  and  waited  for  the  second  moto. 


in  Lackey  passed  Mikkola  for  the  lead  in  the  second  moto,  the  crowd  responded  wildly. 


ch  he  had  taped  up  for  the  race.  Both 
sink  and  DeCoster  went  straight  to  an 
conditioned  motor  home  and  were 
ted  with  ice  packs  to  bring  down  their 
y  temperature.  Weinert  and  DeCoster 


did  not  make  the  start  of  the  second  moto. 
DeCoster  said,  "I  tried  really  hard  to  come 
back  at  the  end  of  the  first  one.  and  1  did!" 
When  asked  about  the  second  moto.  Roger 
commented.  "I  guess  I  was  just  too  tired." 


ws  noticeably  different  style  than  Mikkola  (No.  1). 
action  photos  t>y  Paul  Zeek  and  Steve  KimtMll 


For  the  second  moto  there  were  two 
interesting  factors.  One.  the  track  had 
changed  from  a  moist,  somewhat  muddy 
condition  to  a  dried  out.  rock  hard  circuit 
sprinkled  with  mud  bogs.  Two.  Lackey  and 
Mikkola  had  not  raced  more  than  a  few 
laps  of  the  first  moto,  were  fresh,  and 
therefore  had  a  definite  advantage  over  the 
rest  of  the  field. 

As  the  gate  dropped.  Mikkola  immedi- 
ately shot  out  into  the  lead  followed  by 
reigning  500cc  AMA  National  Champion. 
Rick  Burgett.  Wolsink.  Lackey.  Wayne 
Boyer  (an  instructor  at  the  Suzuki  School 
of  Motocross).  Parry  Klassen  and  Sun. 
Wolsink  and  Lackey  quickly  dispatched 
Burgett  and  took  off  after  Mikkola.  One 
lap  later.  Lackey  got  by  Gerrit  on  Carls- 
bad's uphill  and  the  stage  was  set.  In  last 
year's  G.R  here.  Lackey  caught  up  to  Mik- 
kola near  the  end  of  the  second  moto  and  a 
fantastic  battle  evolved  for  the  remainder 
of  the  race.  Lackey  lost  that  one:  could  he 
win  this  time?  Lackey  knew  the  answer  and 
patiently  studied  his  opponent  for  three 
laps  before  making  his  move. 

As  they  approached  the  sweeper  near 
the  finish  line.  Brad  set  Heikki  up  just  right 
and  passed  him  cleanly  and  seemingly 
without  effort.  For  the  rest  of  the  race 
Lackey  pulled  out  a  larger  and  larger  lead. 
Mikkola  only  making  one  serious  chal- 
lenge to  catch  up. 

Noyce  made  his  move  with  visible  effort. 

And  style. 

The  approach  to  the  mud  hole  was 
short:  a  tight  righthand  turn,  a  run  with  a 
lefthand  kink,  then  the  ramp  and  the  mud. 

All  riders  save  one  cut  close  on  the  right, 
squared  the  left  and  went  over  the  ramp  on 
the  outside. 

Noyce  let  his  Honda  run  wide,  crossed 
the  approach  and  shot  into  the  air  from  the 
left,  on  an  angle  over  the  mud.  While  in 
flight  he  threw  the  bike  into  an  angle.  a> 


WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP 
POSITIONS  AFTER 
BEL-RAY  USGP 

Noyce  93 

Lackey   84 

Mikkola   82 

Wolsink  81 

DeCoster   52 
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neat  45°.  and  he  came  down  on  both 
wheels  in  the  vee  between  track  and  bank. 
Hi.s  cro.s.sings  were  longer  and  tj nicker. 

Noyce  caught  Wolsink  a  few  feet  per 
lap.  until  the  pair  came  through  the  ap- 
proach with  Noyce  on  WoLsink's  heels. 
Wolsink  squared  the  turn  ami  Noyce 
crossed  WHO.  passed  Wolsmk  uhile  bolh 
bikes  were  in  the  air.  and  landed  on  an 
angle,  at  speed  and  in  troni. 

Beautiful. 

All  he  earned,  though,  was  the  apprecia- 
tion of  the  crowd.  7  he  Knglishnian  tired  as 
the  molo  ground  on  and  could  not  keep  up 
the  grueling  pace.  Wolsink  slipped  back  b\ 
and  Smith  also  got  Noyce  wtlh  just  twi) 
laps  remaining.  After  a  lOth  in  the  first 
moto.  Smith  turned  in  an  inspired  ride  to 
(inish  fourth  for  the  moto.  Sun.  who  had 
done  so  well  in  the  first  race,  was  held  back 
by  a  flat  tire  which  hampered  him  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  race.  Second  molt) 
finishing  order  was:  Lackey.  Mikkola. 
Wolsink.  Smith.  Noyce.  Burgett.  La  Porte. 
Stalen.  Sun.  and  Kla.s.sen. 

When  the  moio  finishes  were  tallied.  32- 
year-old  CJerrit  Wolsink  had  won  C  arlsbad 
for  the  tilth  time.  Lnglish  champ  Graham 
Noyce's  third  and  fifth  place  moto  finish 
earned  him  the  N\).  2  position  and.  like  last 
year,  the  top  American  finished  m  third 
place  overall.  This  time  it  was  Husqvarna 
factory  rider  Chuck  Sun.  who's  competing 
on  the  World  Championship  circuit  for  the 
first  time. 

When  Wolsink  was  asked  for  comments 
on  his  win.  he  explained.  "Last  vear  I  did 
poorly  on  the  circuit  and  many  people  felt 
I  should  lia\c  cjuit  .  .  .  flic  bikes  weren't 
very  good  and  I  wasn't  reallv  in  that  good 
of  shape  but  I  showed  today  that  w  ith  the 
right  bike  1  can  still  win." 

SUPPORT  CLASS 
(250)  RESULTS 

OVERALL 


Pos. 

Name 

Machine 

1 

Mark  Barneit 

Su/ 

2 

Uonnie  Cantaloupi 

\am 

3 

Brian  Myerscough 

Su/ 

4 

Jim  Gibson 

Hon 

5 

Ste\e  Rhyan 

Su/ 

6 

Steve  Bauer 

Hon 

7 

Clark  Jones 

Hon 

8 

JeH"  Ward 

Kaw 

9 

Carlos  Serrano 

Mai 

10 

Darren  Rhotcn 

Hon 

II 

Bob  Mvers 

Mai 

12 

Mike  Loefller 

Hus 

13 

Koji  Masuda 

Su/ 

14 

.Alan  Smith 

Hus 

13 

Scott  Ciillman 

Su/ 

16 

Michael  Twigg 

Yam 

17 

Danny  C  handler 

Mai 

18 

Roeer  Jones 

Hus 

19 

Cliff  Lett 

\'am 

20 

Michael  Goodrich 

Suz 

1  he  USGP  250cc  support  event  attracts 
a  higher  caliber  of  rider  each  vear.  Several 
factories  were  represented  with  works 
riders.  In  the  first  race.  Su/uki  rider  Mark 
Barnett  took  the  lead  at  the  halfway  mark 
ahead  of  Jim  Ciibson  (Honda),  following 
were  Donnie  Cantaloupi.  Brian  My- 
ersci>ugh.  Scon  Gillman.  and  C'vclc  World 
contributor  Ste\e  Bauer,  who  held  sixth 
place  the  entire  race.  .Also  vKorlh  watching 
was  Danny  "Magoo"  Chandler,  w  ho  came 
from  dead  last  on  the  first  lap  to  finish 
eighth.  Chandler  was  worth  watching  in 
the  second  nu)to.  because  he  displased  the 
coolness  and  good  humor  which  earned 
him  his  nickname. 


He  fell  in  the  mudhole.  Before  picW 
up  the  bike,  he  did  a  mock  victor\  dan 
shrugged  his  shoulders  and  wavetl  at  l 
crowd.  Carlsbad  fans  are  loud  and  frien 
and  know  the  riders,  so  the\  all  wa\ed 
cheered  back  and  Chandler  rode  away.  .■ 
of  the  running  but  undaunted. 

In  the  second  moto.  Jeff  Ward  ( I  ni-T 
Kaw).  who  fell  in  the  first  moto  w. 
running  second,  led  the  entire  race  fi'l 
start  tt>  finish,  in  spite  of  the  bruised  h.r 
he  suffered  in  his  first  molo  fall. 

Second  moU>  finishing  order  was  W.\ 
Cantak)upi.  Barnett.  Steve  Rhyaii  (Si: 
Carlos  Serrano  (Mai),  and  Myerscough 


U.S.  GRAND  PRIX  500  RESULTS 

MOTO  ONE 


^1 


Pos. 

Name 

Country 

Machim 

1 

G.  Wolsink 

Holland 

Su/ 

2 

R.  DeCosler 

Belgium 

Su/ 

3 

Cj.  Noyce 

England 

Hon 

4 

C.  Sun 

USA 

Hus 

5 

A.  Vromans 

Belgium 

Su/ 

6 

H.  Schmit/ 

Germany 

Mai 

7 

J.  Bruno 

L  ranee 

Kim 

8 

R.  Staten 

USA 

Yam 

9 

R.  Burgett 

USA 

Yam 

10 

M.  Smith 

US.A 

Hon 

MOTO  TWO 

I 

B.  Lackey 

USA 

Kaw 

2 

H.  Mikkola 

Finland 

Yam 

3 

G.  Wolsink 

Holland 

Su/ 

4 

M.  Smith 

US.A 

Hon 

5 

G.  Noyce 

Enuland 

Hon 

6 

R.  Burgett 

USA 

Yam 

7 

D.  La  Porte 

U.SA 

Su/ 

8 

R.  Staten 

USA 

Yam 

9 

C.  Sun 

US.A 

Hus 

10 

P.  Kla.ssen 

I  SA 

Mai 

OVERALL 


1 

G.  VN'olsink 

Holland 

2 

G.  Noyce 

England 

3 

C.  Sun 

USA 

4 

M.  Smith 

USA 

5 

R.  Stalen 

U.SA 

6 

R.  Burgett 

USA 

7 

A.  Klassen 

USA 

8 

M.  Anderson 

USA 

9 

G.  Semics 

USA 

10 

D.  Swart/ 

USA 

11 

C.  .Adams 

USA 

12 

W.  Bover 

U.SA 

13 

B.  Lackey 

USA 

14 

H.  Mikkola 

Finland 

15 

R.  DeCoster 

Belgium 

16 

A.  Vromans 

Belgium 

17 

H.  Schmit/ 

Germany 

18 

J.  Bruno 

Finland 

19 

D.  La  Pone 

USA 

20 

B.  Wright 

England 

Su/ 

Hon 

Hus 

Hon 

Yam 

Yam 

Mai 

Mai 

Hon 

Mai 

Mai 

Su/ 

Kaw 

Yam 

Su/ 

Su/ 

Mai 

Kim 

Suz 

CCM  t 
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\AMRR  Championship  Yamaha  TAiis 


Bill  Payne  and  his  TA 125  won  the  AAMRR  Formula  IV  Championship,  proving  you  don 't  need  a  $2000  motorcycle  to  go  GP  racing. 


lost  parts  of  the  country,  including  the 
iithcrii  California  hotbed  of  road  rac- 
Honda  MT125R  Singles  have  taken 
the  I25cc  GP  class  in  clubman  events. 

Bill  Payne  38.  a  Southboro.  Mas- 
iisctts.  truck  mechanic,  won  the  1978 
rican  Association  of  Motorcycle  Road 
rs (AAMRR)  Formula  IV  Champion- 
with  a  TA  125  Yamaha  he  bought  in  a 
L-l  for  SI 50. 

WIRR  is  one  of  the  country's  oldest 
most  competitive  road  racing  clubs: 
c"s  efforts  don't  classify  as  "cherry 
ng."  Formula  IV  includes  125cc  and 
c  two-stroke  Twins.  250cc  two-stroke 
les.  250cc  four-stroke  Twins  and  350cc 
-stroke  Singles.  Entrants  have  in- 
."d  Mike  Baldwin  on  a  Reno  Leoni 
ati  350.  When  Baldwin  raced  that 
iti  at  Bridgehampton,  he  lowered  the 
lula  IV  class  lap  record  to  2:03.5.  from 
1:05  held  by  Payne  at  the  time.  Payne 
equently  took  the  record  down  to 
2  with  his  TAI25.  The  mo.st  competi- 
V1TI25R  Hondas  in  the  class  typically 
t  2:07. 

me  entered  nine  AAMRR  races  and 
Vestern- Eastern  Roadracing  Associa- 
WERA)  race  in  1978.  He  won  seven 
two  DNFs  (one  when  the  clutch 
I  and  another  due  to  transmission 
ems).  Payne  was  fast  qualifier  by  a 
econd  margin  at  the  Honda  Chal- 
.  a  support  race  held  in  conjunction 
the  FIM  F750  World  Championship 
1  at  Mosport,  Canada,  and  led  the 


by  John  Ulrich 


Kevin  Cameron,  the  horsepower  behind  Bill 
Payne 's  ageless  Yamaha  Twin. 


race  until  it  was  stopped  by  a  massive 
group  crash. 

The  key  to  Payne's  success  isn't  inherent 
in  the  TAI25.  Instead,  it's  what  Payne  has 
done  with  the  bike  he  bought  in  pieces. 
The  machine  now  sports  Red  Wing  ac- 
cessory forks  and  extensive  swing-arm  and 
swing-arm  pivot  area  gusseting.  The  rear 
shocks  are  ll.7-in.  Konis  with  the  lower 
mount  moved  forward  1.5  in.  and  heavily 
gusseted.  The  change  to  longer-than-stock 
shocks  and  the  relocated  lower  shock 
mount  combine  to  produce  4  in.  of  rear 


wheel  travel,  extraordinary  for  a  I25cc 
road  racer 

The  original  TAI25  drum  brakes  have 
been  replaced  with  discs  front  and  rear. 
The  front  disc  started  life  as  a  Kawasaki 
KR750  part,  and  is  plasma-sprayed  alumi- 
num. The  front  caliper  is  Lockheed.  The 
rear  disc  is  al.so  plasma-sprayed  aluminum, 
originally  off  a  KR250  Kawasaki,  with  a 
Grimeca  caliper. 

The  cast  Campagnolo  wheels  used  by 
Payne  are  the  same  width  as  the  standard 
TAI25  spoke  wheels,  but  are  fitted  with  a 
3.25-18  S41  PZ4  Michelin  in  the  front  and 
a  3.25-18  SVI2  slick  on  the  rear  When  he 
first  showed  up  at  a  race  with  the  huge 
tires,  says  Payne,  observers  thought  he  was 
crazy  and  declared  that  the  big  tires 
wouldn't  work  on  a  125.  Obviously. 
Payne's  tire  choice-which  he  says  allows 
him  to  gas  it  earlier  at  turn  exits  and  to 
Dvercome  the  Honda  Single's  better 
drive  -  has  been  vindicated  by  his  success. 
In  fact,  he  reports  that  many  of  his  Honda- 
mounted  competitors  are  having  custom 
swing  arms  made  to  allow  fitting  the  large 
tire  combination  to  their  MTI25Rs. 

Payne's  TAI25  air-cooled  engine  has 
been  ported  by  tuning  wizard  Kevin  Cam- 
eron, who  also  built  the  exhaust  pipes. 

Payne  estimates  that  he  has  put  about 
$1000  worth  of  improvements  into  his 
TAI25.  Combine  that  with  the  $150  he 
originally  paid  for  the  basket-case  bike, 
and  you've  got  an  $1150  championship 
machine.  BB 


>y  John  PatrIcK  Clarke 
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S&S  Collector  Exhaust 


Improving  exhaust  systems  began  to  get 
difficult  when  the  factories  learned  how 
to  make  the  systems  work  well  in  stock 
form.  Since  then  it's  become  harder  still,  as 
the  federal  and  some  state  bodies  laid 
down  their  own  rules  for  noise  and  emis- 
sions levels. 

S&S  Headers  is  an  established  manu- 
facturer of  exhaust  systems  for  motorcy- 
cles, cars  and  boats.  Their  cycle  line 
naturally  has  been  designed  to  meet  the 
new  rules  for  road  bikes,  that  is.  no  undue 
noise  and  no  requirement  to  rejet  or  other- 
wise modify  the  engine.  (For  the  record, 
note  here  that  federal  law  forbids  changes 
by  paid  mechanics.  The  owners,  unless 
state  or  local  laws  conflict,  are  still  free  to 
make  changes  as  they  see  fit.) 

S&S  offers  mufflers  and  collectors  for 
most  of  the  popular  street  machines,  so  we 
ordered  a  2-into-l  system  for  Yamaha's 
XS650. 

Installation  required  about  one  hour, 
and  had  several  problems.  First,  the  system 
appears  semi-universal,  meaning  that  the 
muffler  is  designed  to  fit  several  models  via 
a  choice  of  hangers  for  the  muffler.  Our 
system  came  with  the  wrong  strap,  quickly 
replaced  by  the  factory.  Even  so.  the  holes 
were  not  properly  located  and  another 
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hole  had  to  be  drilled. 

One  headpipe  leaked  at  the  cylinder 
head  flange,  but  that  was  cured  with  a  dab 
of  high-temperature  silicon  seal.  The  rest 
of  the  job  went  right. 

The  S&S  system  doesn't  block  the  drain 
plug  and  fits  with  center  and  side  stands  in 
place.  Because  the  hanger  bolts  on  to  the 
frame  bracket  used  by  the  righthand  pas- 
.senger  peg.  the  peg  was  removed,  although 
the  peg  could  be  retained  with  a  bit  of 
rework  and  welding. 

When  in  place,  the  system  extends  about 
two  inches  outboard  of  the  slock  righthand 
pipe.  This  means  a  loss  of  cornering  clear- 
ance, although  the  pipe  didn't  touch  down 
during  brisk  street  riding.  During  max- 
imum cornering,  a  stock  XS650  will  scrape 
the  sidestand  on  the  left  and  the  peg  and 
muffler  bracket  bolts  on  the  right.  The  S&S 
collector  means  no  change  on  the  left,  and 
a  loss  of  several  degrees  on  the  right,  but 
because  the  bike  won't  drag  anything  un- 
less it's  already  at  the  limit  of  the  tires,  this 
will  be  a  significant  loss  only  for  the  most 
determined  of  road  racers. 

At  the  dragstrip.  the  bike's  best  times 
were  14.29  sec.  with  a  trap  speed  of  92.87 
mph  with  the  collector  and  14.01  sec.  at 
93.45  mph  with  stock  exhaust.  This  wasn't 


what  we  expected.  The  650  ran  well.  ' 
the  normal  big  Twin  punch  at  the  nor 
speeds,  and  it  didn't  have  the  flat  spot 
stumbles  one  would  expect  if  the  exh. 
change  had  thrown  the  jetting  olf.  Bes 
can  say  is  that  because  the  s\stem 
designed  to  work  with  everything  else 
changed  and  with  noise  controlled,  it 
fers  the  same  performance  as  stock. 

Nice  sound,  though.  The  Twin  ha; 
ways  offered  a  pleasant  tone  and  the  ; 
collector  makes  it  a  bit  smoother  and  n 
The  noise  control  was  an  unqualified 
cess.  Our  informal  replica  of  the  oR 
SAE  test  gave  average  readings  of  80  dl 
stock.  81  with  the  S&S.  During  the  r 
test  session  a  passing  Honda  750 
aftermarket  pipes  recorded  82  and  a  t 
truck  hitting  a  pothole  bumped  the  ne 
to  85. 

In  short,  the  S&S  meets  all  the  n 
tests  and  cannot  possibly  offend  passei 

Suggested  retail  price  for  the  sys 
part  number  Y-651.  is  $1 14.40.  S&S  c 
through  the  usual  retail  channels,  althc 
they  also  offer  a  15  percent  discount, 
approximate  shipping  charge,  for  cusl 
ers  who  come  to  the  plant.  3565  Cad 
Ave..  Costa  Mesa.  Calif.  92626 
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TWO 
WHEEL 


ACCESSORIES  for  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  and  others 


CSUPtRSTUFft»-21"lonj, 

\2"  diameter.  All  features,  plus 
■piUgy  back"  pouch. 
Red,  Blue.  Black  (1549 


B-STUFFEX  UC-  10"  diameter. 
17"  long.  Holds  two  helmets 
and  clothing  Travels  securely. 
Three-snap  flap.  Heavy  duty 
slingsHed.  Blue.  Black  $11.49 


INSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800  645-6066 

except  N.Y..  Hawaii  &  Alaska   Or  Call  516-248-5775 


FROM  Ul 
STATES 


RAINPROOF 
CYCLE  LUSGAGE 


CYCLE  SPAT  #05552 

protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting  One  size 
fits  all.  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps  E>l'a  strap 
included  Black  or 
Brown  $3.98 


DRY  RIDER  BOOt  COVERS 

16"  long,  (Jr.!A  l'  r\,\ 

closure.  One  size  'its  a 
Protects  boots  or  shoes 
100%  waterproof 
Polyurethane.  Yellow  or 
blue  308321  B1  „ 

$5.75  pt 


D-TANK  BAC  Sliap 
gas  tank:  i:  'ilO"i5". 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  pouch. 
Heavy-duty  sling  for  take- 
along  convenience. 
Red,  Blue,  Black.  $18.49 


CDMPinE  sn  All  three  bags  in 
matching  colors.  Red.  Blue.  Black  $40.00 

OVERS  Form  fitted, 
against  all  weather, 
vy  gauge,  cloth 
eked.  Resists  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
With  tie  straps. 


crcLE  c 

protects 
H 


Bike  shown  includes 
sissy  bar  &  pad, 

Mindstiield  &  fairing, 
luggage  rack  and 
saddle  bags. 


Visit  Mr  only  reuil  location. 
FREE  SIFTS  to  all 
out-of-town  visitors 


Moped  Cover  $2U8 
'998  For  160cc  A  smaller  ! 
•981  For  7S0cc  A  smaller 
'982  w '  Sissy  Bar 
•984  w  Wndshid 
•988  Sissy  Bar  A  Wndshid 
•970  For  lOOOcc 
'972  w  Sissy  Bar 
'974  w  Wndshid 
'978  Sissy  Bar  A  Wndshid  j 


BIKERS  WAllET  for 
HONDA.  YAMAHA.  SUZUKI. 
KAWASAKI.  HARIEY 

Thick  black  leather,  dividers 
and  snap  pocket  Brass  finished 
snaps  and  chain;  snap  on-off 
belt  holder.  Brown  only 
Tooled  insignia.  Specify 

$14.95 


10"  SADOIE  BAGS  for  on  or  off  b1l^e  Double  duly 
it  under  seat,  over  seat,  over  shoulder.  Heavy 
laugahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
einforced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit. 
lag  12"  wide.  1 1"  high.  4'/t"  deep  Great 
ition  for  free  A  easy  travel.  Set  of  two 

)8074  Slack  only  $18.99 

ry  duty  iRemforced)  «  08088  Black  or  Brown  ■ 


HONDA.  YAMAHA.  HARLEY 
KAWASAKI.  SUZUKI 
finely  detailed  7  color 
embroidered  patch. 
Bronze  wings,  brown 
body.  Silver  head  A  legs, 
yellow  talons  A  beak 
Iron-on  or  sew-on 
4  sizes  Specify  name 
Monster  10"  i  13',2" 
No.  103  $13.95 
Giant  8"  «  10" 
No.  77  $8.95 
Regular  3ii"  t  5" 
No.  81  $3.49 
Mini  2''i"  <  3U" 
No.  90  $1.95 


=05144 


HELMET  SPEAIIER$  Weatherproof  remote 
speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Fit* 
We  ship  Wtrldoide  earphone  lack  of  transistor  radio.  2H">  IVt" 
^—  Includes  cable  connectors  #04256  $12  9581. 
Optional  J  helmet  attachment  #  04298  $5.9S 


FOR  HONDA.  HARLEY  and  KAWASAKI 


CUSTOM  CHROME 
iCAUGE  COVERS 

Sturdy  gleaming  chrome 
■  rims  dress  up.  protect 
,uur  >;juges  Fit  all 
fHondas.  Kawasaki  900 
1000.  750  650.  Harley 
Sportster  Speciif  model. 
Set  cf  two  $14  95 
S01416 


REFLECT-A-FRAME 

Adds  over  7"  of  reflective  safety 
to  rear.  Chrome-trimmed  durable 
red  leian.  With  sturdy  aluminum 
backplate  and  all  hardware,  for 
ail  bikes  Specify  State  ICal..  NY. 
etc  )  of  license  plate  $4.95 

#06754 


E-Z  FIT  REPLACEMENT  SEATS 

V  concept  in  custom  seats.  Use  your  original  seat  base  Install  pre-formed 
m  and  cover  yourself.  Fit  like  stock.  Half-hour  installation  complete  with 
actions  No  glueing,  no  cutting,  no  special  tools  needed.  Black  only. 
1  styles  available.  Please  specity. 


E-Z  LTD 

PUCEMENT 
SEAT 


D90i   

;ii  riding  position  \  - 1"  for  Honda  CB750K  f.  CB650.  CX500  C,  CM400: 
9sakiKZ900  1000,  K/e50,  Yamaha  750-20  E  SE:  Suzuki  GSIOOO,  GS7S0  550. 


E-Z 

QUBLE  SADDLE 
lEPUCEMENT 
SEAT 


onda  GLIUOU.  CB750K  F  A,  CB650.  CB550K  F,  400  Hawk,  CM400,  CX500, 
3  C  CBX  Kawasaki  KZ900  1000.  KZ750.  KZ650;  Yamaha  XSI 100. 
D  E  SE.  650  '76  A  later.  XS40a:  Suzuki  GSIOOO.  GS850.  GS750  550. 
J  550.  GS400. 


TWO  WAV  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 

normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals.  All  plastic, 
non-electric,  no  maintenance.  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect. 
Works  hands-free.  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  only  2  oz. 
$8.95  set  3  or  more  $7.80  set 


it>  04242 


AM  FM  portable  radio  attachment  $3.98 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do-it-Yourjelfer" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adjustments, 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 


KAWASAKI 

21/1000 
Triples 
Singles 
KZ650 


i-'78  17.W 
J-75  $8.» 
9-75  $(.9S 


HONJDA 
GLIOOO* 
750 

350-550  Fours 
450  SOOT 
350  360T 
XL  Series 
Etsinore  Series 
125 '200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


73-'78 
•69-' 
•69-' 

77-78  $7.85 

YAMAHA 

Street  2-strokes  '67-75  $8.88 
Enduros  '68-'74 
4  strokes  '70-'74 
SUZUKI 

Triples  '72-'74 
Singles  A  Twin  '70-'74 
GS750  77-'78 
HARin  DAVIDSON 

All  V  twins  Ih-n 
'Other  name  brand  manuals  will  be  supplied. 

Wt  rcieive4ha  ,igM  to  ihip  aquivalenl  ni«nualt 

When  availability  or  slock  prevents  Immediate  shipment. 


'75-'77 
■69-'78 
'71-'78 
'66-76 
•68-76 
'72-'75 
73-'75 
•69-'76 
•68-'75 


$7.99 
$7.95 
$8.99 
$8.89 
$7.89 
$6.89 
$8.89 
$6.99 
$6.99 


$8.89 
$8.89 


$8.99 
$B.9S 
$7.85 

$6.99 


TWO  WHEEL  ACCESSORIES^ 
at  Honda  of  MIneola 


NEW  1979-80  CATALOG  $1.50 

$?    A.r  Mail  anywhere  tn  the  world 


—  STATE 


-  Model 


-Serial  • 


ZIP- 


OUAN. 

ITEM  and  # 

SIZE 

pQi  OoCst  &  2nd 
^^^^^  choices) 

PRICE 

N  V  State  residents  jdO  /*.  sales  tai 
:  Special  Handiing  A  Dhy  $IM  addiKO 

Add  6%  Shipping 
(Minimum  $1) 

nai  loplionBi)  TOTAL 

336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE 
MINEOLA.  N.Y.  11501 
1516)248  5775 
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RACE  WATCH 

Jack  Johnson  Wins  Baja  Solo; 
Kawasaki  Cleans  up  at  Memphis  Drags; 
Pierce  Impressive  at  Le  Mans; 


JACK  JOHNSON  WHIPS  BAJA  INTERNACIONAL  SOLO 


With  teammate  Larry  Roeseler  side- 
lined with  a  knee  injury.  Jack 
Johnson  rode  the  403  mi.  Baja  Internacio- 
nal  by  himself,  taking  the  overall  victory 
with  a  time  of  7:39.  Before  finishing  the 
fastest  Baja  Internacional  ever.  Johnson 
survived  a  crash  into  a  tree  and  a  ride 
through  an  uncontrolled  brush  fire.  Sec- 
ond overall  was  the  team  of  Scott  Harden 
and  Brent  Wallingsford  with  a  time  of 
7:48.  The  top  two  finishers  were  on  Husq- 
varna  390s. 

Third  overall  and  first  250  in  was  Brian 
Wright/Brad  Henson  with  a  time  of  7:57 
for  their  Yamaha  IT250. 

Johnson  became  the  first  motorcyclist  to 
win  the  Valvoline  Iron  Man  trophy  for 
winning  the  event  solo.  The  trophy  was 
created  in  1974  just  for  motorcyclists  and 
expanded  the  following  year  to  allow  four- 
wheelers  to  be  recognized. 

Early  in  the  race  Bruce  Ogilvie  was  in 
the  lead,  followed  closely  by  Johnson.  Be- 
tween the  first  and  second  checkpoints. 
Johnson's  bike  hit  a  rock,  throwing  John- 
son into  a  tree,  but  not  slowing  him  down. 
By  the  second  check.  Johnson  was  nearly 
tied  with  Ogilvie.  When  Ogilvie's  partner. 
Chuck  Miller,  ran  out  of  gas  just  shy  of 
Mike's  Sky  Rancho.  Johnson  took  the  lead 
to  the  finish. 

By  the  end  of  the  race  Ogilvie/Miller 
had  dropped  out  when  the  transmission  of 
their  400cc  Yamaha  fell  apart.  Third  place 
in  the  open  class  went  to  Morgan  Malocco 
and  John  Hateley  (8:10)  riding  a  C&J 
framed  Bill  Bell  Honda  XR500.  One  other 


solo  rider  of  note  was  Diane  Holeman  who 
came  in  10th  in  the  250  class  on  her  250 
Husky.  Scott  Coutts  and  Scott  Pfeiffer 
(Husky)  won  the  125cc  class  with  a  lime  of 
8:48.  Sam  Bass  and  Casey  Folks  (8:50. 
Husky)  won  cla.ss  30  and  Dick  Vick  and 
John  Watkins  edged  out  Cecil  Hollenbeck 
and  John  Kaplan  with  a  time  of  9:03.  both 
teams  riding  Huskys  in  class  38. 


BELL  HELMETS  CONTINGENCY 


ell  Helmets  has  established  a  con- 
Uingency  program  for  competitors  in 
the  AMA  Winston  Pro  Series:  125cc.  250cc 
and  Open  National  Championship  Moto- 
cross  and  the  Stadium  Motocross  series. 


Winners  who  wear  Bell  helmets  will  re- 
ceive $250.  while  second  and  third  place 
finishers  wearing  Bell  helmets  will  earn 
$100  and  $50. 


KAWASAKI  DOMINATES  I.D.B 
MEMPHIS  DRAG  RACE 


Ken  Blackburn  demonstrates  how  to  v 
up  a  tire  in  Super  Eliminator  The  Si 
Brothers'  racer  runs  in  the  mid-eights. 


After  a  rain-out  at  Gulfport.  i 
sissippi.  the  International  Drag 
A.ssociation  (I.D.B. A.)  moved  to  Mem 
for  its  annual  mid-May  showdown. 

Kawasaki  Pro  Stock  racer  Sid  P 
upset  Suzuki's  Terry  Vance  again.  Pc 
riding  a  Pogue  Machine-prepared  Z 
pulled  off  the  win  in  the  final  round 
Vance  experienced  problems  with  hij 
shifter  at  mid-track  and  hung  up  the  ! 
box.  Pogue  and  Kawasaki  now  lead 
points  race  in  Pro  Stock. 

Kenny  Annesley  smoked  off  a  strir 
passes  in  the  high  sevens  to  win  the 
Fuel  eliminator  title.  The  Motorcycles 
limited  racer  rode  his  2400cc  double 
gine  Kawasaki  to  an  easy  win  over  E 
Tretts'  double  Harley.  Times  of  the  ; 
were  7.98  at  177.16  mph  for  Annej 
Trett  managed  an  off-song  8.86  at  \t 
mph  pass.  Five  different  brands  of  m( 
cycles  were  represented  in  Top  Fuel. 
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)\vn  fuel  funny-bike  Kawasaki  rider 
Blackburn  took  the  win  in  Super 
nalor.  Blackburn  racked  up  consis- 
i.5Us  all  weekend,  qualified  first  with 
55  at  163.04  mph.  and  never  backed 
1  the  final  Blackburn  out-ran  the  fuel 
,  Kawasaki  of  Dick  Frey.  Times  were 
It  154.90  to  9.50  at  142.63  mph. 
arles  Israel  rode  his  turbo-charged 
saki  to  the  win  in  Pro  Comp.  Israel 
lied  number  two  behind  Terry  Kizer. 
Vee  Gleason  qualified  number  three 
Kawasaki  from  American  Turbo  Pak. 
.on  eliminated  Kizer  in  round  two 
aced  ofi'  against  Israel  in  the  finals, 
oul-turboed  Gleason.  8.88  at  157.34 
to  9.1 1  at  124.62  mph. 

—Joel  T.  Breauli 


SON/BERNARD  TOP  FUEL 
XSll 

e  Top  Fuel  team  of  Ron  Teson  and 
im  Bernard  is  completing  shakedown 
of  its  II50CC  Yamaha  XSII.  Drag 
;  fans  know  Teson  as  the  man  who 
the  first  single-engine  drag  bike  to 
in  the  7-second  bracket— he  did  it 
irly  with  a  970cc  blown  Honda  with  a 
■.T.  of  7.65.  With  the  larger  engine. 
Bernard  may  be  able  to  turn  E.T.s  in 
30- range. 

on  did  the  engine  work,  using  R.C. 
leering  8.5: 1  c.r.  pistons,  alloy  rods 
.1  from  solid  billet,  and  cam  followers 
adjustment  shims  located  under- 
.  The  crankshaft,  crank  bearings  and 
.  remain  stock.  Bore  is  I  mm  over 
72.5mm.  while  stroke  is  a  stock 
im.  Ignition  is  by  magneto. 
:  key  to  the  tremendous  power  output 
d  to  turn  sevens  lies  in  the  Magnu.son 
shaft-driven  supercharger,  feeding  a 
re  of  90  percent  nitro  and  10  percent 

■onliniicit  1)11  pdi^i'  ^0 


PIERCE  FASTEST,  HONDA  WINS 


Ron  Pierce,  shown  here  on  the  1099cc  Yoshimura  Suzuki  GS1000  endurance  racer,  was  the 
fastest  man  in  the  rain  at  Le  Mans. 


ton  Pierce  turned  consistent  lap  times 
seven  seconds  faster  than  anyone  else 
in  the  rain  at  the  Le  Mans  24-hour  Coup 
d'Endurance  in  France.  Riding  a  Yoshi- 
mura R&D  of  America  I099cc  GSIOOO. 
Pierce  lapped  at  2:03  while  the  next  fastest 
rider.  Christian  Leon  on  a  factory  RCB 
Honda,  turned  2:10.  Pierce's  lap  time  ad- 
vantage dwindled  to  a  disadvantage  when 
the  track  dried  out  during  the  nighttime 
hours,  with  Pierce  turning  1:54  to  Leon's 
1:51.. 

Despite  Pierce's  hours  of  fast  laps  in  the 
wet,  the  Yoshimura  R&D  team  was  ham- 
pered by  a  balky  engine  on  the  start  they 
had  to  replace  the  battery  after  Wes  Cooley 
wore  it  down  trying  to  start  the  flooded 


engine,  losing  three  laps-and  several  pit 
stops  to  repair  damage  incurred  when 
Cooley  crashed  twice  in  the  rain.  Pierce 
unlapped  the  team  three  times  in  his  first 
riding  stint,  but  the  team  was  still  far 
behind  the  winning  RCB  Honda  of  Leon 
and  partner  Jean-Claude  Chemarin  when 
the  Yoshimura  bike  broke  its  crankshaft 
after  16  hours. 

It  was  a  moral  victory  for  Pierce,  who 
won  the  Daytona  Superbike  race  and 
finished  second  in  the  Daytona  F750  race, 
only  to  discover  later  that  the  Yoshimura 
Superbike  he  rode  at  Daytona  had  five  less 
horsepower  than  the  one  ridden  by  Cooley 
(who  led  until  his  bike  sufll"ered  a  brake 
failure,  and  who  finished  second). 


lernard  does  a  burnout  on  the  new  Teson/ Bernard  Top  Fuel  XS11,  warming  the  tire  prior 

un. 


1150CC  Yamaha  engine  is  supercharged, 
runs  on  $20-a-gallon  mix  of  nitro  and  alco- 
hol. Smaller  toothed  belt  at  front  of  engine 
powers  magneto  (visible  below  head  pipes) 
and  oil  pump  (below  magneto).  Longer  head 
pipes  would  overheat— even  these  short 
head  pipes  glow  red  at  the  end  of  the  strip. 
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K  e  welcome  your  technical  cjiieslions  and  commenls.  and  w  ill  piihlisli  those  we  think  are  oj  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  vohi 
of  mail  received,  we  cannot  return  anv  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  suhjecis  only,  and  keep  then, 
brief  as  possible.  Seiul  them  to:  ••.Vm/cc. "  CYCLF.  WORLD.  I4W  Monrovia  .Ue..  Sewpori  Beach.  Calif  '^2663. 


NEEDS  AN  ADVANCE 

In  the  August,  1978  Cycle  World 
KZ650SR  test  there  was  a  comment  on  the 
lag  just  off  idle  on  the  1977  Kawasaki  650s. 
I  have  an  early  KZ650C  that  has  this 
annoying  glitch.  In  the  test.  Cycle  World 
fiddled  with  this  problem  until  an  advance 
curve  from  a  KZ900  cured  the  glitch. 
Would  you  please  comment  on  exactly 
what  was  done  to  clear  the  glitch? 

Krank  Draine 
Pennsauken,  N.J. 

The  ignition  advance  mechanism  was  re- 
placed with  an  advancer  from  a  KZ9()0. 
Ignition  timini^  on  the  KZ650  is  controlled 
by  points  opened  and  clo.sed  by  the  points 
cam.  The  points  cam  is  not  mounted  directly 
on  the  crankshaft,  hut  is  mounted  on  a 
centrifugal  advance  mechani.sm  which  is 
connected  to  the  crank.  You  will  have  to 
remove  the  points  backing  plate  to  reach  the 
advance  mechanism,  a  minor  job.  Kawa.uiki 
part  number  21 14H-0l()  is  marked  on  the 
bo.x  our  advancer  came  in. 


RADIO  NOISE 

I  have  a  1973  CB750K2  with  a  Wind- 
jammer II  lairing.  I  installed  an  AM-FM 
radio,  which  plays  great  until  you  start  the 
engine.  1  guessed  it  was  spark  plugs,  so  I 
switched  to  resistor  plugs  and  then  resistor 
cap;>.  but  neither  helped.  I  know  the  spark 
plug  wires  are  solid  rather  than  carbon,  but 


I  can't  change  the  wires  unless  I 
change  the  coils.  Have  you  an\  tip; 
installing  radios? 

Ed  Whitaker 
Hot  .Springs.  M 
Resistor  caps  and  plugs  will  usually  d( 
job.  and  when  they  don't  the  chances 
chani^ing  the  spark  plu^s  wires  won 
help,  cither 

He'd  i^uess  your  culprit  is  the  aiiienn 
it's  too  close  to  the  engine,  your  radio 
pick  up  electrical  noi.ie.  Try  mouniiny 
antenna  on  the  fairing,  while  keeping 
cable  as  short  and  as  far  from  the  engii 
you  can. 

THREE'S  A  CROWD 

I  currently  pos.sess  a  slightly  pregi 
wife  and  an  affectionate  Yamaha  RD 
used  as  a  commuter  and  weekend  toi 
Can  I  boost  it  to  400cc  with  parts  fron 
RD400?  Is  this  a  sensible  change?  I  \ 
mufllers  quieter  than  stock.  Wiiat  ci 
use?  Will  Super Trapps  do  it? 

loiuiinicil  iin  jh 


CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES 

CHAIN  and 
SPRCXXEX 

J^IY  COMPLETE 


Harley  Davidson 
Kawasak 
Yamaha 


r6 


Suzuki 
Honda 


STANDARD  REPLACEMENT  K 

Replace  both  chain  and  sprocket  for  best  performance  When  eitf 
chain  or  sprocket  becomes  worn,  replacing  one  and  not  the  oti 
will  cause  damage  to  both  parts  as  well  as  premature  loss  of  hor 
power.  Complete  kit  consists  of  the  following  all  new,  precis 
fitting  parts;  one  bolt-on,  heat-treated,  aluminum  alloy 
wheel  sprocket ;  one  heat-treated  carbon  steel  countersh 
sprocket:  correct  length  of  high  quality  chain  and  one  m 

ter  link,  if  needc 

HIGH  PERFORMANCE  CONVERSION  K 

Upgrading  the  chain,  sprockets  and  gearing  will  gi 
your  bike  improved  performance  over  factory  specj 
For  better  low-end  torque  (more  power,  fasj 
starts),  select  a  higher  gear  ratio.  Selecting 
lower  gear  ratio  gives  more  top-end  speed  i 
cruising  as  well  as  improved  gas  econonr- 
The  high  performance  kit  consists  of  heav 
duty  chain  and  sprockets:  countersh. 
sprocket  is  of  hardened  carbon  stet 
rear   wheel   sprocket   is  heat-treat 
aluminum  alloy:  larger,  high  qua! 
chain  relieves  overstress  wear  ; 
longer   sprocket-   and  chain-lil 

EXTRA  HEAVY  DUTY  K 

Consists     of     7/16  ■  Ihi 
countershaft  and  rear  wh? 
sprockets  to  accommodc 
#60  size  extra  heavy  di, 
cha 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  SE 
$1  00  WITH  YOUR  NAME  A 
ADDRESS  FOR  OUR  CATALOG 
CHAINS.  SPROCKETS.  A 
ACCESSORIES 


CIRCLE 
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The  new  Shadow  Classic. 
FinallY  a  fairing  builder 
takes  your  point 


view. 


of  •flViflf*  Shadow 

Classic 

looks  great  on  the  surface.  But 
when  you're  inside  looking  out,  it's 
like  nothing  you  ve  ever  seen  before 

Notice  the  ventilation:  Swivel- 
type  vents  let  you  direct  fresh  air 
where  you  want  it. 

Note  the  wide  hand  protection. 
You're  comfortably  guarded 
against  wind  and  rain. 

You  see  two  large  storage  com- 
partments. Both  lockable  and 


water  sealed.  Big 
enough  for  cameras, 
jackets,  oil  cans.  Wide  enough  to 
get  things  in  and  out  with  ease. 

Just  about  everything  you're 
looking  at  is  standard:  Headlight 
adjustment.  Cigarette  lighter. 
Leather  grained  finish. 

There  are  a  couple  options: 
Two-piece,  wraparound  lowers, 
easily  installed  or  removed. 
Color-matching  to  most  popular 
bikes. 

Something  else  you  can  see: 
The  road.  No  CB's  or  stereo 
systems  stacked  on  the  dash, 
because  the  Classic  is  designed 
to  hold  equipment  internally. 


All  this,  and  good  looks,  too.  . 
Superior  aerodynamics  in  frontti 
of  you  Pacifico  behind  you : 
designing  your  fairing  from  your 
point  of  view.  See  your  Pacifico 
dealer  soon.  Or  write:  Pacifico, Ino 
1625  S.E.  Hogan  Road 
Gresham.  Oregon  97030 


The  Magnificent  Six 


The  Honda  CBX.  It  has  been 
called  awesome,  yet  gentle. 
Massive,  yet  nimble.  Unique, 
while  practical. 

To  be  sure,  it  is  all  of  these. 
And  more.  Much  more.  It 
offers  the  experienced  enthu- 
siast a  new  level  of  riding 
pleasure. 

There  is  nothing  quite  like  it 
in  the  world.  Its  design  and 
purpose  far  surpass  the  needs 
of  riders  who  speak  only  in 
the  simple  terms  of  time/ 
distance  accomplishments. 

The  CBX  is  for  the  rider 
whose  abilities  are  proven.  For 
the  expert,  one  whose  motor- 
cycling experiences  are  varied, 
and  who  wants  to  treat 
himself  to  the  sophisticated 
technology  and  engineering 
only  the  Honda  CBX  provides. 
For  the  practiced  rider,  one 
who  recognizes  the  value  of 
a  responsive  machine,  defen- 
sive riding  and  proper  safety 
equipment. 


The  Honda  CBX  ]s  charisma. 
It  rises  above  the  whirring 
crankshaft  and  efficient  valve 
train  to  communicate  with  its 
rider.  The  velvet-smooth  six- 
cylinder  engine  responds  at 
the  merest  hint  of  throttle. 
And  the  sport  suspension 
lets  him  know  about  the 
road  surfaces  he's  covering. 

Only  the  CBX  rider  can 
appreciate  its  magic.  Its  subtle 
traffic  manners.  The  pure 
unfettered  style.  The 
beauty  and  harmony  of 
the  individual  parts  that 
make  it  the  complete  motor- 
cycle it  is.  Only  the  rider 
who  has  experienced  one  can 
understand  the  true  purpose 
of  the  Honda  CBX— to 
provide  special  satisfaction  to 
a  select  few.  You  can  find  that 
satisfaction  at  your  Honda 
dealer,  where  the  Magnificent 
Six  is  now  on  display. 


Dual-bull 
Full  rear 
taillight  l( 
reflector 


Six-into-two  exhaust 
system  with  upswept 
mufflers. 


Low-maintenance,  fully 
transistorized  Pointless 
Inductive  ignition  for  hot 
sparks  throughout  the 
rpm  range. 


Ignition  and  alterna 
located  behind  the , 
crankshaft  to  help 
optimize  mass  centr 
tion,  reduce  engine 
width  and  deliver 
astonishing  cornerir 
clearance.  They're  d 
by  a  specially  desigr 
silent  chain. 


Always  wear  a  helmet  and  eye 

Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept.  CU  99X,  Be 


Jet-aircraft -style  instru- 
mentation features  easy- 
to-read  design  with 
white-tipped  orange 
needles,  glare-resistant 
glass  and  a  full  comple- 
ment of  warning  lights. 


3-gallon  fuel  tank. 


,  Approved  quartz- 
halogen  headlight. 

Six  28  mm  constant- 
velocity  carburetors. 
Accelerator  pump 
improves  throttle 
response. 

All-steel  diamond- 
configuration  frame 
utilizes  the  engine  to 
enhance  rigidity 


Oil  cooler  is  standard 
and  fed  continuously  by 
the  CBX's  dual-function 
oil  pump. 


Big-capacity  350-watt 
alternator. 


ligh-rewing,  big-bore, 
lort -stroke,  1047  cc, 
•OHC,  six-cylinder 
esign  based  on  the 
■gendary  World 
hampionship  Honda 
irand  Prix  race  bikes, 
lelivers  smooth,  potent 
erformance. 


>Four-valve-per-cylinder 
design  (24  valves  total) 
for  higher  rpm,  more 
horsepower 

All-aluminum  Honda 
ComStar^"  wheels  with 
tubeless  tires  specially 
designed  for  the  CBX. 

Dual  front  and  single ' 
rear  disc  brakes. 


safely  For  free  brochure,  write  American 

90247  See  Yellow  Pages  for  nearest  Honda  dealer  ©  1979  AHM. 


I  SUPER  DISCOUNTS  ON  FAMOUS  BRAND 

^  TIRES&ACCESSORIES 


ORDER  BY  PHONE -call  TOLL-FREE  1-800-854-31 10  today! 

In  Calif.  1-800-432-7433  •  BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp  credit  card  orders  shipped  same  day. 


CONTINENTAL  K112  (R)  &  RB2  (F) 

The  best  high-performance  and  high-mileage 
tire  combination!  *  indicates  tubeless. 


510S-16 

450H-17 

•450H-17 

325H-18 

400H-18 


K112  $49.21 


K112 
K112 
RB2 
K112 


425/85H-t8  K112 


4(.61 
S3.44 
33.87 
45.87 
47.10 


•425/85H-18  K112  tSI.78 
510/80H-18  K112  47.87 
"510-80H-18  K112 
325H-19  RB2 
350H-19  RB2 
•350H-19  RB2 


52.61 
38.21 
41.26 
45.40 


CONTINENTAL  TUBES  -  all  sizes:  ta.96. 


DUNLOP  K81  &  K81  MK  II 

Low  profile  street  tire  with  exceptional  grip  and 
stability.  Use  with  or  without  tube. 

•MT90-16  (510-16  MK  II)  $42.38  325-19  F6  RIB  $31.89 
450H-17A  (K87  MK  II)  33.74  360H-19  33.92 
425/85H-18  40.48  410H-19  38.16 

•510/18  MK  II  44.18  •410H-19  40.72 

•  With  raised  white  letters  MK  II  RIB 

—  add  $5.25  per  tire. 


MICHELIN  M45 

Excellent  traction,  cornering  and  stopping. 

510/90V-17  M48  $50.56  42y85V-18  M45  $47.16 

350H-18  M4S  37.00  350H-19     M45  40.19 

350V-18  M45  44.96  350V- 19     M45  46.57 

400H-18  M45  42.73  325H-19     L27  RIB  37.95 

MICHELIN  AIRSTOP  TUBES  -  all  sizes  $4.89  n.  PZ  2  also  available 


GOODYEAR  EAGLE  A/T&GT  II 

Low  profile  —  for  street/touring.  GT  II  has 
bead-to-rim  retention  safety  feature. 

510-16  AH-    $41.11  450-18  HfT  $38.85 

510-17  GT  II   47.85  450-18  GT  II  43.13 

400-18  An     35.82  325-19  A/T  29.49 

400-18  GT  II  41.64  350-19  GT  II  RIB  34.97 

A/T  also  available  with  Raised  White  Letters,  j 
tube-type  or  tubeless.  Call  for  prices. 
GOODYEAR  TUBES -all  sizes:  $8.(9. 


QTII 


A/T 


HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
KEMCEII 

Hon  CB750K&F.  69-79 
Kaw  KZ900/1000.  73-79 
Suz  GS750/1000,  78-79 
Yam  XS1100,  78-79 
lASSAKI 

Hon  XR75  73-78 
Hon  XL250  73-77 
Yam  RO  350/400.  all 
HOOKEII 

Hon  ATC-90/110,  70-79 
Hon  CB750K,  69-76 
Yam  XS1/2/B50.  all 
Yam  XS7500.  20,  E 


EXHAUST  SYSTEMS 

4  into  1.  chrome  SI69.95 
4  mto  1.  chrome  169.95 
4  into  1.  chrome  169.96 
4  into  1.  chrome  169.95 


up  or  dn.  bik 
up  or  dn.  bIk 
twin.  bIk 


(40.07 
136.00 


Hi-exil,  bIk  39.10 
4  into  1,  chrome  133.45 

2  into  1.  chrome  91.16 

3  intn  1.  chrome  134.30 

Partial  listing  only.  If  your  bike  is  not 
listed,  write  or  phone  toll  free  1-800- 
854-3110  for  application  and  price. 
Jardine  exhausts  also  available. 


WE  MJIO  SELL:  •  AMCO 
RACKS/CASEGUAROS  • 
LESTER  MAC  V^HEELS  • 
HANG  2  TOURING  SEATS 
•  SHOEI  SAODLEBAGS/- 
TRUNKS  •  GOODYEAR. 
YOKOHAMA,  CHENG 
SHIN  MX  TIRES  •  SCOTT 
GOGGLES  •  DRY  RIDER 
RAIN  WEAR  •  AND 
MUCH.  MUCH  MORE 

FOR  PRICES  AND  YOUR 


COPY  OF  OUR  CATALOG 
CALL  TOU  FREE 

1-800-854-3110 


DUNLOP  K91  MK  II 

Kevlar  belted  superbike 
street/touring  tire  for  high 
mileage  .  .  .high  speed.  Use 
with  or  without  tube. 

MT90-17  (510-17)  $58.99 

425/85VB-18  50.93 

MT80-18  (  510-18)  54.70 

410V-19  RIBBED  43.66 


DUNLOP  K190  &  K88 

New  K190  MX  and  Enduro  with  "dimple" 
blocks  and  rim  saver.  K88  for  big  bikes 
—  K88HT  for  hard  surfaces. 

410-14  K190  $21.24 

500-17  K88  34.58 

410-18  K190  27.10 

460-18  K190  31.76 

500-18  K88  $37.08 

510-18  K88HT  40.31 

300-21  K190  25.30 


325-21  K190  29.41 


K190 


K88 


GUARANTEE:  AII  tires  and  lubes  are 
lirst  quality  merchandise.  No  seconds.  No  blems. 
Tire  prices  include  Fed.  Exc.  Tax.  If  you  compare 
prices,  be  sure  freight,  F.E.T.  and  sales  tax  are  in- 
cl.  in  total  price  quoted.  Prices  in  previous 
ads  no  longer  valid,     j^,  phantom  Rider.  1979 


SHOCKS  &  SPRINGS- SAVE  UP  TO  35% 

MULHOLLAND  rebulldable  street  and  MX  shocks 
in  11'4".  12%",  13",  13'/,"  lengths.  $38.95 

SPfllNGS:  single  rate  $12.95 

progressive  (dual)  rate  $11.95 


LOCKHART  OIL  COOLER  KITS 

For  superbikes  —  complete  700  cooler  kit  including 
BP- 180  thermostat  lor  cold  weather  oil  control  In  black 
only  H-D  Sportster  S86.6S:  KZ650  $92,95:  GS550/750 
(uses  SOD  cooler)  S83  9S:  GS1000  $96.95:  X5  750 
XS1100  193.95.  Partial  listing  only 


RIDER  WEAR 

BELL  HELMETS  —  save  up  to  3d% 

R-T  (Road/Trail)  BIk,  whi.  org.  red.  blu  $43.95 

"Magnum  II  BIk.  whi,  org.  yel,  sil  $62.50 

•star  II  BIk.  whi.  org,  yel  $76.95 

'Moto  ML  Yel.  whi.  red  ''*-95 
•SNELL  75  —  AMA  approved 


HI-POINT  BOOTS 

MX/ENDURO  —  In  lop  quality  leather  with  stainless 
steel  shinguard  and  5  quick-release  straps  Smooth  MX 
o<  roucih  (cleated)  Enduro  sole  in  half  sizes  S  thru  13. 
$92.00 /pr, 

NMl:  As  these  boots  run  large  —  order  ' .  size  SMALL- 
ER than  dress  shoe 

street  —  Specially  designed  Kenny  Roberts  boots  in 
top  quality  leather  Padded  gear  shift  points,  non-slip 
sole  and  large  rear  zipper  with  buckles  In  hall  sizes  5 
thru  13  m.K/ft. 

MX  JERSEYS 

Fully  cut,  top  quality,  stylish  vented  \00%  nylon 
lerseys  in  team  colors  with  cycle  name  across  chest 
and  on  sleeves. 

Available  (or  Bui.  Can-Am/Hon /Husq /Kaw /Yam. 
and  plain  (no  name).  In  adult  sizes:  XS,  S,  M.  L.  XL 
$10.95 

NYLON  MX  PANTS 

Made  ol  strong  nylon,  these  pants  offer  maximum 
protection  with  plastic  knee  cups  (removable)  and  thick 
padding  at  hips  Reinforced  seal  in  black  w/yel  stripe, 
blue  w/yel  stripe,  red  w/blk  stripe  Specify  waist  size: 
28,  30,  32,  34,  36  or  38  $3l.6S/pr. 


SHIPPING  CHARGES 

must  be  added  lo  all  prices 

Minimum  order  Wnt  il    MM-     EM  •( 

is  $10.00,        Ihctla    Wilt  Mln. 

Front  tires  2.00  2.15  3.35 
Rear  tires         2.85     4.15  4.95 

Stracks.  springs  2.25  3  25  3.75 
Exhausts  3.M     S.2S  6.75 

Boots  2.00      2.85  3.35 

Helmets/ pants  ISO  115  2.25 
All  others  1  00      1  30  1.75 

AK.  HI.  PR,  CZ.  APO/FPO  customers,  use 
3rd  col  Freight  rales  to  Canada,  add  $3  to 
amounts  shown  In  3rd  col.  All  orders 
shipped  fully  insured  For  COD  orders,  add 
$1  25  COO  fee  to  freight  charges.  No  CODs 
to  APO/FPO  or  Canada  addresses, 
Canadian  and  overseas  catalog  requests 
—  send  USS2  for  airmail  postage 


PHANTOM  RIDER  •  3001  REDHILL  AVE.  8iN  201  COSTA  MESA.  CA  92626 

Oly         Size   Description  1  Price  ea  Total 


I  enclose:  Add  shipping  charges 

L]  Mo  Order    1  Cert  Check  n  Pets  Check  (allow  3  wl<s.  to  cleat) 
1 25%  deposit  -  will  pay  balance,  plus  freight  C  O  0 
Charge  to  ;  1  Visa/BankAm    n  M/Charge    □  Am  Express  °^  " 

-1  Please  send  me  your  FREE  catalog  TOTAL 


Accounl  Ho  . 
Bihe  veai.  mjkt  model  - 
Name  


.  It 


Address  

CrtyrSlate/ZiD  

Ycjr  ptiooe  no  (day  lime)  I 


I  Gill  TOLL-FREE  1-800-854-3110 
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continued  on  page  S5 


The  rear  of  the  XS11  crankscases  was  cl 
and  replaced  by  a  metal  plate  since  the  s 
transmission  and  clutch  couldn't  stand 
pressures  of  Top  Fiiel.  Primary  cover 
chined  out  of  solid  billet  covers  straight 
gears,  6  in.  on  the  crank  and  10  in.  an 
clutch. 


alcohol  through  an  injector  with  a  73 
throat.  The  bike  burns  2  gal.  of  the  cv 
$20-a-gallon  fuel  on  every  quarter- 
pass. 

Primary  drive  is  via  two  straigh 
gears,  a  6-in.  gear  on  the  crank  and  a  1 
gear  on  the  slipper  clutch.  The  trans 
sion  is  a  two-speed  and  is  shifted  by  sin 
pushing  a  big  red  button  located  on  ih 
handlebar. 

Sandy  Kosman  built  the  chassis,  w 
mounts  a  12.5-15  D1885  Goodyear 
car  slick  in  the  back  and  a  3.25-18  D 
Goodyear  road  racing  tire  up  front. 


Bernard  prepares  for  a  run.  The  bike's  b 
is  shaped  to  keep  front  vifheel  on  grount 
bike  goes  through  the  lights  at  a  term 
speed  of  more  than  185  mph. 
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ARE  YOU  MAN  ENOUGH 
TO  DRINK  LESS  THAN 
THE  REST  OF  THE  BOYS? 


Some  people  think  the  more  a  man  can  drink, 
the  more  of  a  man  he  is.  However,  it  usually  works 
rtie  other  way  around. 

Men  who  drink  to  build  up  their  egos,  end  up 
jutting  themselves  down. 

The  guy  who  claims  he  can  drink  everyone 
1  nder  the  table  looks  pretty  low.  Especially  if  he  gets 
rhere. 

The  hero  who  thinks  it's  macho  to  drink  like 
fish  is  regarded  by  sensible  people  as  an  animal. 


That's  why  we,  the  people  who  make  and  sell 
distilled  spirits,  urge  you  to  use  our  products  with 
common  sense.  If  you  choose  to  drink,  drink 
responsibly 

A  real  man  has  the  strength  to  say  no  when 
he's  had  enough. 

Distilled  Spirits  Council  of  the  U.S.  (DISCUS), 
ISOOPennsijlvania  Biiildimj.  Washington,  DC.  20004 

IT'S  PEOPLE  WHO  GIVE  DRINKING 
A  BAD  NAME. 


Stop 
Wheel 
Hop 


GET  A  SMOOTHER, 
MORE  STABLE  RIDE 
AT  HIGH  SPEEDS 

BALANCE  PLUS*  Internal  Tire  Balancer  & 
Puncture  Sealer  works  Inside  your  motorcycle 
tire  (tube  or  tubeless)  to  hyxlrodynamically  bal- 
ance the  entire  rotating  wheel  unit  as  you  lide. 

Centrifugal  force  pushes  the  fluid  formula  to 
the  furthest  points  from  the  center  of  rotation. 
The  result  is  a  smoother,  more  stable  ride, 
cooler  running  temperatures  and  longer  tire 


INTtRNAI.  „ 
HUS  niNCTUIIC  «AU« 


BALANCE  PLUS*  works  con- 
tinuously, compensating  for 
tire  wear  and  road  conditions, 
providing  balance  for  the  life 
of  your  tire. 

Plus  puncture  protection! 
BAIANCE  PLUS*  auto- 
matically seals  most  punc- 
tures as  you  ride. 

SENDfO« 
FOR  PRODUCT 
EVALUATION 
LITERATURE 
AFiTDDECAL 


ADVANCED 
CYCLE  PRODUCTS 
3033  W.  IMacArthur  Blvd 
Suite  410,  Dept.  B32 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92704 
(714)  549-8707 


coiiliniifti  from  pufjc  86 

Finally,  I'd  like  to  attach  a  sidecar  for 
the  wife.  If  I  gear  the  bike  for  a  top  end  of 
65  or  so.  could  I  construct  a  sidecar  to  carry 
a  125  lb.  wife?  If  so,  where  can  I  get  plans 
or  share  ideas? 

Steve  Savage 
University,  Mass. 

You  can  bore  the  350  to  nearly  400  cc.  hut 
because  the  factorv  did  the  enlar^inent  with 
a  stroke  increase,  54mm  to  62  mm.  and 
made  a  series  of  other  internal  changes,  you 
can't  use  later  parts  unless  you  buy  a  com- 
plete engine.  And  because  Yamaha  san  Jit  to 
make  a  stronger  drivelrain  to  go  with  the 
added  displacement  and  torque,  we'd  sug- 
gest you  keep  the  350  as  a  350. 

SuperTrapps  will  work  fine.  Try  seven  or 
eight  discs  for  a  start  and  fuggle  until  you 've 
got  the  sound  right.  Also,  be  prepared  to 
scrape  out  the  carbon  on  a  regular  schedule. 

A  sidecar  is  not  a  good  idea.  We  under- 
stand why  you'd  want  to  keep  a  prized 
scooter  even  though  your  family  is  growing. 
But.  The  RD350  is  a  super  sports  bike.  The 
power  band,  the  engine  size,  the  geometry 
and  suspension,  even  the  size  of  the  machine 
are  as  far  from  optimum  for  sidehack  haul- 
ing as  it's  possible  for  a  motorcycle  to  be. 
Keep  the  RDfor  solo  and  save  up  for  a  nice 
slogging  four-stroke  if  you  want  the  family 
car  to  have  three  wheels. 

IDLE  TOO  LONG 

My  just-bought  1972  Suzuki  TS125  has 
a  small  but  annoying  problem.  The  motor 
has  a  lag  as  soon  as  the  throttle  is  opened. 
I've  adjusted  the  curb,  changed  plugs, 
cleaned  the  filter,  etc.  The  engine  pulls 
strongly  above  3500  rpm.  This  problem 
makes  trail  riding  darned  near  impossible 
and  right  now  I'm  stumped. 

R.L. Johnson 
Conneaut.  Ohio 

Your  bike  probably  has  more  years  than 
miles  on  it,  that  is,  it  may  have  spent  a  long 
time  just  sitting  idle.  Check  the  carb  for 
shellac  or  varnish  on  the  slide  and  other 
internal  parts.  Then  clean  the  pilot  jet, 
needle  jet,  etc.,  with  solvent.  Your  miss 
sounds  like  the  engine  is  going  too  lean 
when  the  throttle  is  cracked. 

Or  it  may  be  plugged  with  carbon.  Near 
the  end  of  your  e.xhaust  pipe  is  a  ^2  screw. 
Remove  it,  and  take  out  the  internal  baffle. 
Clean  the  baffle  and  put  it  back— for  forest 
legality  and  social  conscience. 

GOLD  WING  ON  THREE 

Your  comments  in  the  October  issue 
about  the  1978  GLIOOO  interested  me.  1 
have  one  of  the  beasts,  with  25.000  miles 
on  it.  The  part  about  running  on  three 
cylinders  got  me.  My  bike  does  the  same 
thing. 

Larry  Nattras 
Ocean  Springs,  Mass. 
conlimu'tl  on  ptifje  V4 
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Smooth  Operator. 

When  it  comes  to  Sure  Stops.  Worry  about 


all-around  perlormance, 
nobody  out-performs  Suzuki. 
Case  in  point:  The  GS-1000. 

Sweet  Handler.  Its  super 
suspension  system  eats  up 
twisty  turns  and  humpy  high- 
ways. Front  air  torks  are  fully 
adjustable.  Five  load  settings 
plus  4-way  damping  adjust- 
ments do  the  job  in  back. 

4-Stioke  Power.  Potent 
DOHC  4-cylinder  engine  is 
very  quick  and  quiet.  Roller 
bearing  crankshaft  provides 
high-RPM  performance. 


stopping?  Stop  worrying. 
Beefy  disc  brakes  are  stan- 
dard front  and  rear 

Easy  Llle.  To  make  your 
riding  life  easier,  this  beautiful 
machine  is  built  to  operate 
beautifully  Starting  is  electric. 
Cam  chain  tensioner  is  auto- 
matic. Swing  arm  pivots  on 
long-lasting  needle  bearings. 
Halogen  light  provides  better 
visibility.  And  so  it  goes. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-1000  is  one  of  the  world's 
great  performers, 


1980  GYPSY  SCOUT  RADAR 
DETECTOR  DESIGNED  FOR  MOTORCYCLES 

Features: 

1.  Long  range  on  all  bands  Including  the  new  pulsed  radar. 

2.  Water  and  vibration  proof. 

3.  Can  be  mounted  in  fairing  pocket. 

4.  High)  reliability:  lor>g  life  comporients,  internal  precision  power 
regulator. 

5.  High!  noise  irrimunity:  shiielded  sparkplug  wires  not  needed. 

6.  Mounting  bracket  and  speaker  included. 

7.  Controls:  pilot  ligtit,  warning  iigtit,  town/off/country  switcti. 

8.  One  year  guarantee-parts  and  labor. 


Manufacturer: 
HIGHWAY  DRYDOCK  CORP. 
94-BGalli  Drive 
Novate,  CA  94947 

Telephone  orders  welcome: 

We  can  ctiarge  you  directly 
on  your  Master  Chiarge  or  VISA 
415/883-2496 


Name  

Address. 
Clty_ 


State  Zip_ 

Master  Ctxjrge/ViSA  # 


Exp. 


California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 


FOR  RIDING  HIGH 
OR  FLYING  LOW... 


GYPSY  SCOUT  §169.25 
Police  Radar  and  Detector 
Handbook  $2.25+50c  handling 


!>L">  AIRCRAFT 

Mechanic 


.in  18  months! 


ENJOY  A 

REWARD- '•'^  *^5B 

ING  CAREER  right  out  of^^^^^ 
school.  Find  out  how  you  can  ^ 
qualify  for  an  avIaUon  career  with 
gnat  opportunities,  euitoraent,  and  the 
respect  of  your  community.  Approved  for 
Veterans.  Financing  available  to  others. 

Ltcvnicd  by  Oklahoma  Board  of  Pnvala  School! 

r  SpVrT  AN'schoorol  A«ronautie^ 

I  International  Atarpolt,  M20  Eaat  Ptne  St., 
P.O.  Box  61133,  Tulaa.  OK  74161 


Name  

Address. 
City. 


-Age. 


.Phone. 


.^tate. 


□  Check  here  if  eliglbia  for  G.I.  Bill  Benefits 


Timberline 


CYCLE  TRAILERS 


*217^us 

freight 


2  or  3  CYCLES 

Third  Rail  Optional 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  -  800  -  558-0446 
TIMBERLINE  TRAILERS 
6864  Eastwood  Trail,  West  Bend,  Wl  53085 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A. 


icnnn 

mOTORCYCIC 

fflsomnics 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 


I  ?»40  North  Mjil»l«^  5tf«M'l  Chrt«jo  ItlincMt  312'9?9  07ri 

13700  NW   19th  A.P    »Af  U  Miami  f)t>r>d«  30S  HU 


I 

f 


Name 


Age 


For  Information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

Q  I  am  a  veteran. 
Telephone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


conlinued  from  ptifje  H6 

Honda's  lech  people  say  the  cure  is 
The  GL's  carbs  tend  to  collect  sludge 
the  miles.  Clean  the  vacuum  pistons 
solvent,  contact  cleaner  or  the  like,  ana 
them  dry.  Just  in  case,  the  spark  plu 
factory  people  are  using  is  ND's  X24L 

PARTS  SOURCES 

Can  you  help  us  with  a  problem'] 
son  has  a  Benelli.  in  excellent  cond 
except  for  a  few  missing  parts.  Do 
know  where  we  can  find  them? 

Jerome  Ga 
Elroy.  Wise 

Try  Cosmopolitan  Motors,  Jacksoi 
and  Meadowhrook  Roads,  Hatboro, 
19040.  They've  been  importing  and 
tributing  Benellis  for  years  and  usually 
a  complete  stock  of  parts. 

RICKMAN  RESOURCE 

However  hard  this  is  to  believe.  I 
run  across  an  interesting  piece  of 
chinery:  a  Rickman  Metisse  with 
dapp  125  piston  port  engine.  It's  equi 
with  a  speedometer  but  lacks  the  heac 
and  taillight.  I'd  like  to  know  where 
get  parts. 

Rov  Shir 
Idabel. 

Target  Products,  2724  W.  Main  S 
A  lhambra,  Calif.  91801  is  the  place  i 
They  have  a  complete  stock  of  parts  fo 
din  Metisse  models,  125  and  250,  Mk. 
Mk.  4,  as  well  as  parts  for  the  street 
road-race  Rickmans.  They  also  impot 
current  frame  and  suspension  kit: 
Honda  and  Kawasaki  engines  and  the  . 
man  line  of  race  and  touring  fairings. 


MORE  PARTS 


You  surely  remember  the  125 
DKW.  the  one  with  the  famous  false 
trals.  I've  had  one  since  1971.  Problei 
how  can  I  get  parts?  Does  Hercules 
handle  parts  for  us  DKW  owners? 

Donald  Clif 
Fort  Myers, 

Hercules  Dist.,  Ltd.,  9825  Mason  . 
Chatsworth,  Calif.  91311  has  parti 
Sachs  and  DKW,  1968  through  1974 
100  and  125  cc,  five  and  six  speed, 
along  with  other  parts  and  even  re 
manuals. 

You  might  also  want  to  try  Storr 
Ltd.,  8410  Katella,  Stanton,  Calif  906 
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:ycles&cars 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

irgest  Parts  and  Accessories 
Warehouse  in  the  Midwest 
i  $1.50  for  Parts  &  Accessory  Catalog 

Refund  with  purchase  over  $10 

VRR'S  HONDA 

6800  N.  Clark 
)icago,  IL60626  312-274-7777 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


JSED  PARTS 

HONDA 
Suzuki  Norton 
amaha  Kawasaki 

:YCLE  SALVAGE  INC. 
72  Frontage  Rd.,DEPTw 
Vest  Haven,  CT  0651 6 
:ALL  (203)933-1609 


E    N    U    I    N  E 

MW  PARTS 

0%OFF  DEALER  LIST 
ice  List  upon  request. 
irts  shipped  anywhere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328  Champlain  St,  N.W. 
Washington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


W  MUCH  GET  UP 


encourage 
lanadian  direcl  wim 


Send  lor  our 
new  Peiirxm- 
ance  Fact  Book 
and  Catalogue. 
S3  poatpald. 
Individual 
Model 
Inlortn. 
atlon: 
12)  Discover 
the  exact 
compor>ents 
for  highest 
performance  of 
your  engine 

POWROLL 
PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS.  INC. 

CO  H<i«  l2(l6CWg 
Shevlin  Park  Hcwd 
Bfnd.  OK  WO  I 


OWROLL^ 


THE  SOURCE 

The  man  w  ho  wanted  a  breakerless  igni- 
tion for  his  BSA  tjiighl  like  to  know  about  a 
company  with  the  best  stock  of  Triumph 
and  BSA  parts  Tve  found.  It's  GP  Cycle 
Works.  4721  Telegraph  Ave..  Oakland. 
Calif.  94609.  They  have  parts  from  1947  on 
and  I've  found  them  invaluable  in  working 
on  my  1969  BSA  Rocket  Three. 

Skip  Lively 
Virginia  Beach.  Va. 

SPROCKET  SELECTION 

I  own  a  1978  Kawasaki  650-B2  and 
would  like  lo  improve  the  gas  mileage. 
Would  it  be  belter  to  fit  a  smaller  rear 
sprocket  or  a  larger  front  sprocket?  And  I'd 
like  to  fmd  a  happy  medium  between  the 
650's  line  performance  and  getting  lower 
rpm  on  the  highway. 

Frank  Magli 
Grayslake.  III. 
The  answer  depends  on  how  much  dif- 
ference voii  want.  Chiin^in^  a  rear  sprocket 
enables  you  lo  make  small  changes  of  a 
looih  or  iwo.  A  change  of  one  loolh  on  the 
rear  will  he  hardly  noiiceahle  on  the  6?() 
Kawasaki.  A  change  of  two  leeth  will  he 
about  a  5  percent  change  and  a  couple  of 
hundred  rpm  at  60  mph.  A  change  of  three 
teeth  on  the  rear  sprocket  works  out  about 
the  same  as  a  change  of  one  tooth  on  the 
front  sprocket. 

Changing  rear  sprockets  is  usually  more 
expensive  than  changing  front  sprockets 
because  the  rear  sprockets  are  laiger.  fhey 
just  cost  more.  But  rear  sprockets  wear 
faster  than  front  sprockets  and  you  're  more 
likely  to  need  a  new  rear  sprocket  than  front 
sprocket.  When  your  sprockets  wear  out.  try 
a  different  size.  If  your  .sprockets  show 
noticeable  wear,  forming  a  cup-shaped  sur- 
face on  one  side,  or  the  chain  has  stretched 
nearly  to  its  limits,  it's  a  belter  idea  to 
change  both  .sprockets  and  the  chain  so  the 
worn  pieces  don  V  wear  out  the  new  pieces 
faster  than  they  should.  B 
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S«nd  50*  for  Mch  itlckar  abov*  or  S6  for  all  1 S. 
G»t  our  now  *79  catalog  of  over  900  stlckort 
plus  5  free  samples  (our  choice)  for  only  $2. 
Send  your  money  and  Hit  of  what  you  want  to: 

STICK-EM  UP 

1S14  Cotollna  Court.  D*pt. 
Llvcrmora,  CA  «45S0 


BOOTS 


Specially  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider; 
crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  (or  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLD  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  height:  roomy  square  toe 

•  Harness  strap  tvith  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  leather  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  Scuff  resistant  leather  toe  cap 

•  Special  reinforced  steel  shank 
under  arch 

•  Deep  cleated  VIBRAM"^'  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand- 
stained  brown  cowhide  with  Uick 
toe  cap 

•  Sites  6  thni  14;  widths  B.  0,  E,  EE 


$89.50  per  pair  plus 
S3. 00  postage  and 
handling 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  INC. 

Dept.  102,  P.O.  Box  468  Brockton,  Mass.  02403 

^e^^cTO^  pairs  of  FRYE  Bike  Boot^J 


Width. 


_  Color  . 


I  enclose  S- 


.  □  Check     n  Money  Order 


Or.  charge  my   □  Bank Americard  □  Master  Charge 


Bank  No 

(M/Cl 
Name.  


Dare  I    I     I  I 


Address  

City.  State.  Zip  . 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 
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MAKE  MONEY 


WE  SHOW  YOU  HOW 

.  .  .  at  Home,  In  Your  Spare  Time! 

You  don't  need  special  talent  —  just  tools 
and  professional  guidance  And.  that's  what 
rou  Ret  Tools  iwt  n««d,  plus  easy,  step 
by  step  instructions 
LEARN  CUSTOMIZING  INSIDE  AND 
OUT!  Discover  how  to  create  wild  scenic 
effects  with  air  brush  and  decali  Install 
outside  "add  ons"lilic  portholes,  scoops 
etc  Do  interior  upholsterinK.  carpeting, 
mahe  built  ms.  etc 
Get  free  facts  about  customizing  and 
"oTims'      11  results  of  survey  showing  employment 
TWv^^____J  success  of  our  gratJuates. 

I  customizin^cTnter" ~  ~ ~7 ~,~ "h" ~s~/r^  J 

I  4401  Bircti  Street.  [)eri!  EB089  Newport  Bedtli.  CA  92663  ' 

j  *  Ruth  FREE  intorinatlon  on  hot*  I  cm  learn  cuttomiztng,  ' 

■ no  Mlmman  will  call.  | 
Name  Age  _ 


lAddrees. 


I 


l^'^;^  state  £ip_______j 


m  WINDJAMMER-IV 


TOTAL  PIKE  MQUKS:  .'^ShC^ 
HARDWARE  &  SHIPPING  *^i^^o 

fO*  VENTS,  STtlPtNC.  UOHTEt.  STANOAID  EOUir 
OPTIONS:       HOINS  tJI.VJ  ■  OUAUTZ  ItGHT  $}l  93 

COLO*  MATCH  $«995 
lOWiRS:   (STMPING  INCl.l  M9.95  .  COIOI  MATCH  (7995 

TO  Onn  STATE:  YEAH.  MAKE.  MtODcl.  OmOfO  &  COIOD 
SCNO  OCCX  or  MOtCT  OWS  I  CA.  MV  INCL  6%  SALES  TAX  | 

PARTS  UNUMITEO  cw 
13273  6LEN0AKS,  SYLMAR,  CA.  91342 
Credtt  Card  Orders  Phone:  (213)367-1246 


& 


Parts.  Mail  Order  Service  Worldwide 

1010  Sunrise  Highway 

Amityville.  NY  11701  PVPI  CPITVlri« 
Call  516  842-5771        U  I  ULC  Ul  I  I  IllC. 


BSA 
BMW 


NORTON 
USA  ONLY 


PARTS  SHIPPED  NATIONWIDE  DAILY 
NEW— USED  — RECONDITIONED 
(No  calaloqs  —  lusi  Ions  of  parts) 

BMW-TRIUMPH  OFOKLA.  CITY 

1925  N.  MACARTHUR  (405)  787-3440 
 Okla.  City,  Okla.  73127 


roBKmoBTnuuiK 

FIfM  fort  tubas,  springs,  cables, 
bracM,  hosas,  kickstands.  Any 
langlh,  including  stock  and  under. 
Praclsion  machlnad  from  ultra- 
aonlcally  tasted  steal.  Easy  to 
Inalall,  completa  kits. 

3i2-a6e-e7»2. 

PRANK  M7P>tn«r< 

Evanston,  IL  60202 


Road  Rider  magazine] 

(or  ilie  tourinq  motorcijc 

$15  for  12  issues,  or  $1.50 

I for  sample  copy  to:  RR, 
P.O.  Box  678,  Dept.  W, 
I^South  Laguna,  CA  92677         -y^  | 


900  S.S.—  500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINENTAL  MOTOSPORT  INC. 

893  King  St.  W  (CW9  — Sherbrocke,  Quebec 

Canada  819-562-0233  -  Catalog  $1.00 


Accessory  House  66 

Advanced  Cycle  Products   92 

Aflate  Products  18-19 

American  Honda    5.  88-89 

American  M/C  Institute   6 

American  M/C  Mechanics  School  94 

American  M/C  School  16 

Bassani  34 

BMW  Motorcycles  10 

Brown's  Plating  Service  16 

Capital  Cycle  95 

Carb  Stix   16 

Carl's  Honda  96 

Carr's  Honda  95 

Castre  68-69 

Castrol   7 

Champion  Sparkplugs  12-13 

Circle  Industries   86 

Continental  Motosport  96 

Crawford  House   96 

Customizing  Center  96 

Cycle  City   96 

Cycle  Salvage   95 

Datsun   80 

Dunlop  Tires  50-5 1 

Electro  Helmets  72 

Equalean  Sidecars  20 

Ford  Motor  Co  52 

Frank's  96 

Hariey- Davidson  17 

Highway  Drydock  94 

Honda  of  Mineola   83 

Kal  Guard   15 

Kawa.saki   22 

Langlitz  Leathers   96 

Lee  Riders  Cover  3 

Lee's  Rider  &  Cycle  10 

D.  Lewis  Ltd  20 

Marlboro   Cover  2 

Micheiin  Tires  1 1 

Norfolk  Motorcycles  96 

North  American  School  17 

Outrider  20 

Pacirico  87 

Parts  Unlimited  96 

Phantom  Rider  90 

Polyglycoat  21 

Powroll  Performance  95 

Racemark  6 

Racers  Supply  96 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Came!   Cover  4 

R.  J.  Reynolds/ Winston  79 

Road  Rider   96 

Ross- See  ley  Racing  96 

Schecter/Carbooks  10 

Spartan  School   94 

Sport  Spot   96 

Stick-Em  Up  95 

Timberline  Trailers  94 

Toyota  14 

Triangle  Supply  96 

Triumph  of  Oklahoma  City  96 

U.  S.  Suzuki  93 

Woodhill  Permatcx  8 

World  Class  Products  15 

Yamaha   9 


CARL'S  HONDA 

Ofr.  of  Carft  Moforcrcl*  S«lM  fiK. 
Qvf  50  VMn  of  Svnric* 

24  HOUR  COMPUTERIZED 
PARTS  AND  ACCESSORIES  SERVICE 

CATALOGS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ANY  HONDA 

TOLL  FREE 

SU'"rr,S  800-221-7508 


BSA  Parts 

Kawasaki  Parts 

SHIPPED  SAME  DAY 
NORFOLK  Box  81.  Rte  lA 

MOTORCYCLES    Norfolk,  MA  02056 
Call  (617)  384-75f 


THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  CLOTHIN( 
IN  THE  WORLD    The  finest  custom  ^ 


IN  THE  WORLD    The  fmest  custom 
—  made  leathers  for  th 

pleasure  or  sport  rid 
Factory  direct  only. 
Catalog  available. 

SenKtOOforfiEWtMTAU 
IRsfund  on  tint  onlarl 

2443  S.E. DIVISION. PORTlAND.ORE.972( 


ROAD  RACERS  —  CAFE  RACE 
RD350/400,  Honda,  Kaw,  Suz  &  oth 

Road  Race/Cafe  fairings,  seats,  lani^s.  pipes,  t 
RR  boots  &  gloves.  Special  toe 
hardware,  racing  Dra(<es 
many  other  hard  to  find  it« 

New  1979  Catalog  S 

Racers  Supply,  Dept 
6859  Van  Nuys  Blvd.,  VN,  OA.  9 


ROSSSEELEY  RAONG  CX). 

Road  racing  and  cafe  racing  equiprntnt  for  tht 
discerning  rider  desiring  the  best  available  Reai 
sets,  clip  ons,  fairings,  Scclcy  frame  kits  foi 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  catalog 
Norton         Ducati         Seeiey  Cottor 
Read-Titan       John  Tickle  Triumph 
Mont  Vernon  St..  Milford.  N.  H.  03055 
1-603-673-6334 


aO«OM>OOOCheH»»MH>«H»0000<HCH» 

390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5.00 
•  ACCESSORIES  • 
•PARTS  •MANUALS* 

T——— MOTORCYCLE  SUPPLY 
TRIANQLE  6016  W.  Dlversey  Ave. 

\/  Chicago,  III.  60639 

a  24  Hr.  Tel.  Ser.  CALL  (312)  237-111; 
H»CHCKIO<HMH»0«0«H»««««OH»000«fiH 


Southwesf's  Largest 
UNION  MOTORCYCLE  SALVAGI 

Millions  of  Parts  -  All 
Makes  -  Old  -  New  -  Hard 
To  Find  -  All  '/i  Price  or  Less 
1-713-643-1659  or  643-1012 
6345  Long  Dr.  Houston,  Tex.  77087 


BELl^)<SHOEf 

TOTAL  PRICES  —  WE  PAY  SHIPPING 
Send  check  or  money  order  —  No  CCD's 
SUte:  style.  Size  (Bell  6%-7%  -  Shoei  XS,  S,  M,  L,  XL)  . 
1st-2nd  Color  Choice.  Calif.  Res.  add  6%  tax. 

RT  MAG  II  STAR  120  MOTO  STAR 
$47.95    $67.95      $75.95     $75.95  $83.9 


ZG  S-20  S-12  S-25  S-30 
$99.95    $49.95      $69.95     $49.95  $114.9 

PARTS  UNLIMITED  13273  Glenoaks  Bivd  ^ 
SYLK/IAR,  CA.  91342  (213)  367-1246  CW  IP 
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^EWIDEAS 

DETACHABLE  BAGS  FROM  BATES 


ites's  latest  products  are  detachable 
lebags  and  tote  boxes.  They  are  con- 
;ted  from  ABS  plastic,  lined  and 
her  sealed.  Convenience  items  in- 
e  single  kev  locks  and  stay-open 
es  to  make  packing  easier.  Available  in 
c  or  a  variety  of  custom  colors.  For 
'.  information  contact  Bates  Indus- 
CW-8.  P.O.  Box  240.  Long  Beach. 
\  90801.  Call  (213)  435-6551. 


BEL-RAY  GREASE 


I- Ray  grease  is  perfect  for  motorcycle 
ecause  it  is  completely  waterproof.  It 
'A  by  top  factory  motocross  and  en- 
teams  and  b\  ISDT  champions.  Il 


keeps  lubricating  under  the  toughest  con- 
ditions and  won't  w  ash  out  of  bearings  and 
bushings.  Available  from  anv  dealer  who 
carries  Bel-Ray  products. 


COAST  CYCLE  TANK  COVER 


"ering  protection  for  your  gas  tank 
:onvenient  storage,  the  Coast  Cycle 
Cover  is  available  in  a  variety  of 
i  to  fit  all  large  Japanese  motorcycles 
pt  the  Gold  Wing)  and  post-1969 
/s.  The  standard  model  Commuter 
pocket  on  each  side,  an  emblem  on 
rid  sells  for  S28.95.  It  is  ideal  for  gas 
protection  under  a  tank  bag.  The 


deluxe  Interstate  ($41.95)  has  a  Velcro- 
clo.sed  pocket  on  the  left,  two  open  pockets 
and  a  zipper-closed  pocket  on  the  right 
and  a  clear  plastic  map  pocket  on  top.  All 
tank  covers  are  made  of  vinyl  and  include 
a  scratch-proof  inner  surface.  Available 
from  Coast  Cycle  Imports.  CW-7.  1325 
Fuchsia  .St..  Oxnard.  Calif  93030. 


THE  MXL  BOOT 


National  H\dron  has  joined  the  plastic 
boot  craze  with  a  polvurethane  boot.  It  is 
unaHected  by  oil.  water,  gas  and  most 
other  chemicals.  The  anatomically  de- 
signed liner  is  machine  washable  and 
provides  extra  protection.  Ankle  move- 
ment is  facilitated  by  stainless  steel  pivots 
and  full  ankle  movement  is  claimed.  Mo- 
tocross models  are  red  with  semi-smooth 
soles.  Fnduro  boots  are  blue  with  cleated 
soles.  Sizes  7  through  13  are  available  for 
SI 39  to  S149  depending  on  the  location  of 
Nour  local  dealer 


PERMATEX  CLEAN  AND  OUIET 


Permatex  has  a  cure  Ibr  noisy  disc 
brakes.  Called  Clean  and  Quiet,  the  kit 
consists  of  a  can  of  disc  cleaner  and  a  can 
containing  a  special  chemical  that  prevents 
squealing.  Available  from  almost  anv  auto 
parts  store. 
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nen  straight-leg  jeans  are  Lee-sized,  the  fit  is  fantastic. -Her  Lee  Riders  are  lush,  plush  corduroy, 
;  are  super-slims  in  our  rugged  indigo  denim.  And  they  both  look  terrific  with  clean-cut  Lee  shirts. 
3e  Lee  Company,  640  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10019.  (212  )  765-4215.  T^^©  p 

mm^S^S  Acompany  of  Vcorporation 


^vkr  19  mg.  "tar",  1.3  mg.  nicotine  av.per  cigarette,  FTC  Report  MAY  78 


■  2i 


ion. 

aiTi^l  Filters  style 

Some rlien taste ifai^^^  ' 
arm  flavor.  Smooth  ev€l$ i\ : 
taste.  Solid  satisfaction,  l^^h 
OnlvfcpiTvtFie  Camel  Filters  , 


Warning:  The  Surgeoi 
That  Cigarette  Smoking 


t%t%z  Yamaha  XS400,  Six  Beginner  Biices 
irotour:  Where  130  mph  Isn't  Enough 
rst  Looic:  1980  Honda  TWin  Cam  750 


Smooth  Operator. 

When  it  comes  to  Sure  Stops.  Worry  about 


all-around  pertormance, 
nobody  out-pertorms  Suzuki. 
Case  in  point:  The  GS-1000. 

Sweet  Handler.  Its  super 
suspension  system  eats  up 
twisty  turns  and  humpy  high- 
ways. Front  air  forks  are  fully 
adjustable.  Five  load  settings 
plus  4-way  damping  adjust- 
ments do  the  job  in  back. 

4-Stioke  Power.  Potent 
DOHC  4-cylinder  engine  is 
very  quick  and  quiet.  Roller 
bearing  crankshaft  provides 
high-RPM  pertormance. 


stopping?  Stop  worrying. 
Beety  disc  brakes  are  stan- 
dard front  and  rear 

Easy  Life.  To  make  your 
riding  lile  easier,  this  beoutilul 
machine  is  built  to  operate 
beautilully  Starting  is  electric. 
Cam  chain  tensioner  is  auto- 
matic. Swing  arm  pivots  on 
long-lasting  needle  bearings. 
Halogen  light  provides  better 
visibility  And  so  it  goes. 

Now  you  know  why  the 
GS-1000  is  one  of  the  world's 
great  performers. 
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URFRONT 


by  Allan  GirdI 


INNOCENCE  VANQUISHED 

id  I  ever  tell  you  about  the  time  I 
represented  myself  in  traffic  court? 
The  law  was  on  my  side,  so  were  the  facts 
and  it  didn't  take  more  than  two  minutes 
for  the  jury  to  find  me  guilty  as  charged. 
Sure,  I  had  a  fool  for  a  client,  but  what 
really  sealed  my  fate  was  that  I  didn't 
know  how  to  make  the  system  work  for  me. 
My  years  spent  watching  trial  attorneys 
hadn't  taught  me  how  to  be  one.  any  more 
than  watching  Kenny  Roberts  makes  you 
ride  like  Kenny  Roberts. 

I  mention  this  because  I've  learned  that 
sad  le.s.son  again,  the  difference  being  that 
this  time,  I  am  learning  how  to  play 
politics. 

Many  months  ago  I  used  this  space  to 
comment  on  risk.  I  said,  in  effect,  that 
riders  who  don't  admit  to  the  hazards  of 
riding  are  more  likely  to  get  hurt  than  are 
riders  who  remind  themselves  of  their  own 
fragility. 

I  meant  it  when  I  wrote  it.  and  I  believe 
it  still. 

But  that's  not  the  point.  Some  time  after 
I  wrote  that,  this  magazine  mentioned 
some  of  the  government's  plans.  We  sug- 
gested that  people  could  usefully  write  to 
the  National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Ad- 
ministration and  express  their  views  on  the 
subject. 

Next  came  a  letter  from  a  man  in  Ari- 
zona. He  had  written  to  NHTSA  and  had 
received  a  reply.  It  was  a  well  written  reply, 
witness  one  sentence:  "Our  interest  in 
motorcycling  is  to  help  take  some  of  the 
unnecessary  risk  out  of  the  sport  without 
placing  unwarranted  restrictions  on  the 
ndustry  or  individual  riders." 

That's  fair.  Who  of  us  would  not  agree  to 
reduce  "unnecessary"  risk?  Especially  if 
ive  don't  impose  "unwarranted" 
restrictions. 

Then,  the  surprise.  The  NHTSA  letter 
Tientioned  that  there  is  risk  in  riding.  To 
lack  that  up,  they  sent  this  man  ...  a 


reprint  of  my  column. 

Which  was  news  to  me.  Hey!  I  said  to  the 
people  at  NHTSA,  what  are  you  doing 
with  my  stuff?  I  suppo.se  I  knew  that 
government  agencies  buy  magazines,  but  I 
never  think  of  this  magazine  being  read  by 
anybody  except  friends,  that  is.  people 
who  like  motorcycles. 

Their  reply  was  better  than  their  letter.  It 
taught  me  just  how  much  I  needed  to  know 
about  politics. 

"We  consider  the  editorial  to  be  a  well 
written  piece  of  wisdom  which  we  would 
like  to  share  with  the  many  motorcyclists 
who  write  to  us.  Our  use  of  the  editorial 
would  be  to  point  out  that  a  very  authorita- 
tive source  (me?  Gosh  .  .  .  A.G.)  acknowl- 
edges that  there  are  certain  inherent  risks 
in  motorcycling.  And.  like  Mr.  Girdler,  our 
interest  is  in  reducing  the  risks  without 
infringing  on  the  sport. 

"Because  we  have  a  high  regard  for  Mr. 
Girdler's  opinion  on  this  subject,  we  would 
like  to  continue  to  distribute  the  editorial 
in  the  future." 

The  ball  comes  back  to  my  court  at 
record  speed. 

The  flattery  can  quickly  be  discounted.  I 
am  at  least  as  vain  as  the  next  man,  but 
NHTSA  never  said  a  nice  thing  to  me  or 


about  me  before  this,  that  is.  before  i 
wanted  something.  They  have  a  good  li 
as  the  schoolgirls  .say,  but  I  am  no  schc 
girl  and  I've  heard  that  line  before. 

Naw,  the  whole  thing  comes  down 
politics.  By  asking  to  u.se  something  I  ( 
something  that  reflects  an  attitude  t 
profess,  while  giving  credit  where  due.  t 
have  enlisted  me  on  their  side. 

I  have  two  options.  I  can  refu.se  pern 
sion  to  reprint,  or  I  can  give  it. 

Suppose  I  refuse  permission.  I  can't 
that  merely  becau.se  I  am  a  sorehead, 
because  I  find  my.self  with  allies  I  die 
intend  to  have.  i 

Nor  can  I  change  my  beliefs  to  fit 
occasion.  Did  I  mean  what  I  said?  Yes.  I 
NHTSA  rewrite  or  reword  anything?  N 
can't  claim  to  have  been  misquoted.  No 
the  complete  column  taken  out  of  conti 
People  who  don't  read  the  magazine  wt 
know  me.  but  that  article  was  suppose( 
be  intact  and  complete  as  it  was  printe 
can't  say  one  thing  on  this  page  and 
other  thing  in  public  somewhere  else.  I 
have  I  changed  my  mind  on  the  accepta 
of  risk  being  the  best  safety  device  a  ri 
can  have. 

The  next  few  years  are  going  to  b 
struggle. 

Once  upon  a  time  the  car  com  par 
built  what  their  customers  wanted.  T 
the  federal  government  took  o\cr.  N 
Ford.  Chevrolet  and  Plymouth  build  w 
the  government  says  they  can  build, 
customer  is  offered  not  what  he  wants, 
what  he  should  want  and  would  want  il 
was  as  smart  as  the  government. 

We  don't  have  that  .  .  .  yet.  Hor 
Harley  and  Hu.sqvarna  are  building  w 
we  want,  and  if  we  don't.  the\'ll  bi 
.something  else. 

Off  there  in  the  shadows,  thou 
NHTSA  and  friends  are  making  pi; 
drawing  up  rules  and  regulations.  Spee 
that  stop  at  85.  headlights  that  vou  c. 
turn  off.  mirrors  to  meet  this  spec,  brt 
to  meet  that  standard. 
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*  curves  make  it  easy 

for  you  to  handle  yours! 

Announcing  the  anatomicalli;  designed  Castn 


C-7240  NEW 

Cold  Weather  Glove 

(4"  long  Leather  Gauntlet t 


)es  for  all  seasons, 

and  all  reasonsl 


^STRE  INCORPORATED 
336  FLORY  MILL  ROAD 
STER.  PENNSYLVANIA  17601 


Cold  Weather  G/ol 

This  is  not  only  the  warnnest,  but  the  fi 
and  finest  anatomically  designed  cold  weather  glo 
on  the  market  today. 

Just  check  out  Castre's  TRI-CURVE"  fe 
tures,  which  are  built-in,  to  eliminate  blisters  caus 
by  bunching. 

Count  the  curves. 

One.  Curved  across  your  knuckh 
Two.  Curved  laterally  from  youi 

wrist  to  little  finger. 
Three.  Curved  the  length  of  youi 
hand. 

Anatomical  construction  minimizes  tl 
crushing  of  foam  insulation  and  maximizes  warmi 
Varied  foam  thickness  helps  protect  against  cold 
critical  areas. 

Extra  leather  on  the  palm  and  thumb,  pi 
reinforced  protection  on  both  thumb  and  ind( 
finger,  helps  minimize  seam  tears. 

Made  of  the  finest  cowhide  with  trip 
braided  double-stitched  seams  to  reduce  tear-oul 

Competitively  priced  and  available  in  mer 
sizes,  small,  medium,  large  and  extra-large. 

Castre  gloves  give  you  the  comfort  ar 
control  you  need  to  handle  the  most  difficult  ridi 

So  take  those  curves,  with  Castre. 


curves  make  it  easy 

for  you  to  handle  yours! 


C-2000 

Road  Racing  Glove 


;es  for  all  seasons, 

and  all  reasons! 


ASTRE  INCORPORATED 
B36  FLORY  MILL  ROAD 
,STER,  PENNSYLVANIA  17601 


Announcing  the  anatomically  designed  Castre 

Road  Racing  Glovt 

The  Castre  Road  Racing  Glove  was  d 
signed  specifically  for  the  Touring  and  Road  Racii 
enthusiast  by  a  dedicated  group  of  professional: 

This  is  the  first  and  finest  automatically  d 
signed  road  racing  glove  on  the  market  today. 

Just  check  out  Castre's  TRI-CURVE™  fe 
tures,  which  are  built-in,  to  eliminate  blisters  caus< 
by  bunching. 

Count  the  curves. 

One.  Curved  across  your  knuckh 
Two.  Curved  laterally  from  youi 

wrist  to  little  finger. 
Three.  Curved  the  length  of  youi 
hand. 

With  extra  palm  padding,  plus  reinforc< 
protection  on  both  the  thumb  and  index  finger 
help  minimize  seam  tears. 

A  Velcro  closure  lets  you  secure  the  ext 
long  leather  gauntlet  over  your  riding  gear  ai 
leathers. 

Made  of  the  finest  cowhide  with  trip 
braided  double-stitched  seams  to  help  reduce  te£ 
outs.  Competitively  priced  and  available  in  mer 
sizes,  small,  medium,  large  and  extra-large. 

Castre  gloves  give  you  the  comfort  ai 
control  you  need  to  handle  the  most  difficult  rid 

So  take  those  curves,  with  Castre. 


All  Castre  Motorcycle  Products  available  at  participating  Castre  dealers  or  through  Castre  Inc.,  Lancaster, 
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I  SUPER  DISCOUNTS  ON  FAMOUS  BRAND 

^  TIRES&ACCESSORIES 


IVIV    If!  IVWWt     IIIWII  W 

ORDER  RY  PHONE  -  Call  TOLL-FREE  1  -800-854-31 10  today! 

In  Calif.  1-800-432-7433  •  BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp  credit  card  orders  shipped  same  day. 


CONTINENTAL  K112  (R)  &  RB2  (F) 

The  best  high-performance  and  high-mileage 
tire  combination!  *  indicates  tubeless. 


510S-16 

450H-17 
•450H-17 
325H-1B 
400H-18 


K112  M2\ 


K112 
K112 
RB2 
K112 


42S/85H-t6  K112 


U.t\ 
53.44 
33.87 
4S.I7 
47.10 


•425/85H-18  K112  $51.78 
510/80H-18  K112  47.87 
"510-80H-18  K112 
325H-19  RB2 
350H-19  RB2 
'350H-19  RB2 


52.81 
38.21 
41.26 
45.40 


CONTINENTAL  TUBES  -  all  sizes:  U.96. 


DUNLOP  K81  &  K81  MK  II 

Low  profile  street  tire  with  exceptional  grip  and 
stability.  Use  with  or  without  tube. 

■MT90-16(510-16MK  II)  842.38  325-19  F6  RIB  831.89 
450H-17A  (K87  MK  II)  33.74  360H-19  33.92 
425/85H-18  40.48  410H-19  38.16 

•510/18  MK  II  44.18  ■410H-19  40.72 

•  With  raised  white  letters  MK  II  RIB 

—  add  85.25  per  tire. 


MICHELIN  M45 

Excellent  traction,  cornering  and  stopping. 

510/90V-17  M48  850.56  425/85V-18  M45  847.16 

350H-18  M45  37.00  350H-19     M45  40.19 

350V-18  M45  44.96  350V-t9      M45  46.57 

400H-18  M45  42.73  325H-19     L27  RIB  37.95 

MICHELIN  AIRSTOP  TUBES  -all  sizes 84.89  n.PZ  2  also  available. 


GOODYEAR  EA6LEA/T&GT  II 

Low  profile  —  for  street/touring.  GT  II  has 
bead-to-rIm  retention  safety  feature. 

510-16  m  841.11  450-18  A/T  838.85 

510-17  GT  II  47.85  450-18  GT  II  43.13 

400-18  A/T  35.82  325-19  A/T  29.49 

400-18  GT  II  41.64  350-19  GT  II  RIB  34.97 

A/T  also  available  with  Raised  White  Letters, 
tube-type  or  tubeless.  Call  for  prices. 
GOODYEAR  TUBES  -  all  sizes:  86.89. 


A/T 


HIGH-PERFORMANCE  EXHAUST  SYSTEMS 
KEMER 

Hon  CB7S0  K  &  F.  69-79  4  into  1 .  chrome  t169.9S 


Kaw  KZ900/1000.  73-79  4  into  1. 
Suz  GS75O/10OO,  78-79  4  into  1. 


Yam  XS1100.  78-79 

ussm 

Hon  XR75  73-78 
Hon  XL250  73-77 
Yam  RD  350/400.  all 


chrome  169.95 
Chrome  169.95 
4  into  1.  chrome  169.96 

up  or  dn.  bik  (40.07 

up  or  dn.  bIk  U.ti 

hvln.  bIk  136.00 
NOOKEI 

Hon  ATC-90/110.  70-79  Hi-e»il.  bIk  39.10 

Hon  CB750K.  69-76       4  into  1.  chrome  133.45 

Yam  XSI/2/6S0.  all       2  into  1.  chrome  91.16 

Yam  X$750D.  20.  E       3  inin  1.  chrome  134.30 

Partial  listing  only.  If  your  bike  is  not 
listed,  write  or  pnone  toll  free  1-800- 
8S4-3110  for  application  and  price. 
Jardine  exhausts  also  available. 


DUNLOP  K91  MK  II 

Kevlar  belted  superbike 
street/touring  tire  for  high 
mileage  .  .  .high  speed.  Use 
with  or  without  tube. 

MT90-17  (510-17)  858.99 

42S/85VB-18  50.93 

MT80-18  (510-18)  54.70 

410V-19  RIBBED  43.66 


DUNLOP  K190  &  K88 

New  K190  MX  and  Enduro  with  "dimple" 
blocks  and  rim  saver.  K88  for  big  bikes 
—  K88HT  for  hard  surfaces. 
410-14  K190  821.24    _ 


500-17 
410-18 
460-18 
500-18 
510-18 
300-21 
325-21 


K88  34.58 

K190  27.10 

K190  31.76 
K88  837.08 
K88H7  40.31 

K190  25.30 

K190  29.41 


K190 


GUARANTEE:  am  tires  and  tubes  are 
first  quality  merchandise.  No  seconds.  No  blems. 
Tire  prices  include  Fed.  Exc.  Tax.  If  you  compare 
prices,  be  sure  freight,  F.E.T.  and  sales  tax  are  in- 
cl.  in  total  price  quoted.  Prices  in  previous 
ads  no  longer  valid,     (g,  phan,!,^  Rioer,  1979 


SHOCKS  &  SPRINGS- SAVE  UP  TO  35% 

MULHOLLAND  rebuildable  street  and  MX  shocks 
in  II'.",  12'/.",  13".  13'.j  ■  lengths.  838.95 

SPRINGS:  single  rate  812.95 

progressive  (dual)  rate  811.95 


WE  ALSO  SELL:  •  AMCC 
RACKS/CASEGUARDS  • 
LESTER  MAG  WHEELS  • 
HANG  2  TOURING  SEATS 
•  SHOEI  SADDLEBAGS/- 
TflUNKS  •  GOODYEAR, 
YOKOHAMA,  CHENG 
SHIN  MX  TIRES  •  SCOTT 
GOGGLES  •  DRY  RIDER 
RAIN  WEAR  •  AND 
MUCH,  MUCH  MORE 

FOR  PRICES  AND  YOUR 

FREE 

COPY  OF  OUR  CATALOG 
CALL  TOLL  FBEE 

1-800-854-3110 


LOCKHART  OIL  COOLER  KITS 

For  superbihes  —  complete  700  cooler  kit  including 
BP.180  ItieririDstal  lor  cold  weather  oil  control  In  black 
only  H  O  Sportster  J85.65:  KZ650  J92-95:  GS550/750 
(uses  500  cooler}  U3.9$;  GStODO  195.95:  XS  750 
XS1100  193-95  Panial  listing  only. 


RIDBR  WEAR 

BELL  HELMETS  —  save  up  to  3d% 

R-T  (Road/Trail),  BIk,  whi,  org.  red,  blu  $43.95 
'Magnum  II  BIk.  whi.  org.  yel,  sil 
'Star  II.  BIk.  whi.  org.  yel 
•Moto  III  Yel.  whi.  red 
•SWELL  75  —  AMA  approved 


HI-POINT  BOOTS 

MX/ENDURO  —  In  top  quality  leather  with  stainless 
sleel  shinguard  and  5  quick-release  straps  Smooth  MX 
or  roucih  (clealed)  Enduro  sole  in  half  si2es  5  thru  t3. 
892.00 /ft, 

Noti.  As  these  boots  run  large  —  order  .  size  SMALL- 
ER than  dress  shoe 

STREET  —  specially  designed  Kenny  Roberts  boots  in 
lop  quality  leather  Padded  gear  shift  pomis,  non-slip 
sole  and  large  rear  zipper  with  buckles  In  half  sues  5 
thru  13  J63.95/pr. 

MX  JERSEYS 

Fully  cut,  top  quality,  stylish  vented  lOO'fc  nylon 
lerseys  m  team  colors  with  cycle  name  across  chest 
and  on  sleeves 

Available  for  Bui.  Can-Am/Hon  /Husq  /Kaw./Yam. 
and  plain  (no  name)  In  adult  sizes:  XS.  S.  M,  L.  XL 
810.95 

NYLON  MX  PANTS 

Made  of  strong  nylon,  these  pants  offer  mammum 
protection  with  plastic  Knee  cups  (removable)  and  thick 
padding  at  hips  Reinforced  seat  In  black  w/yel  stripe, 
blue  w/yel  stripe,  red  w/blk  stripe  Specify  waist  size: 
28.  30,  32.  34.  36  or  38  JM.B5/pf. 


SHIPPIN6  CHARGES 

must  be  added  to  all  prices 
Minimum  order  Wnl  il  MM-  Enl  K 
is  $10.00.  IMria  VM  Min. 
Front  tires  2.00  2.15  J.35 
Rear  tires  2.15  4.15  4.95 
Shocks,  springs  2.25  3.25  3.75 
Exhausts  3.60     5.25  6.75 

Boots  2.00      2.85  3.35 

Helmets/pants  1.50  1  85  2.25 
All  others  1.00      1 3(1  1.75 

AK.  HI,  PR.  CZ.  APO/FPO  cuslomers.  use 
3rd  col  Freight  rates  to  Canada,  add  $3  to 
amounts  sfiown  in  3rd  col.  All  orders 
shipped  fully  insured  For  COO  orders,  add 
SI  25  COD  fee  to  freight  charges  No  CODs 
to  APO/FPO  or  Canada  addresses 
Canadian  and  overseas  catalog  requests 
~  send  US$2  for  airmail  postage 


A 


PHANTOM  RIDER  •  3001  REDHILL  AVE.  8IN  201  COSTA  MESA.  CA  9Z6Z6 

OtV    I     Size     I  Description  i  Price  ea  Total 


■  enclose:  Add  shipping  charges 

1 1  Mo  Order  '  ]  Cert  Check  :J  Pers  Check  (allow  3  wks.  to  clear) 
1 25%  deposit  -  will  pay  balance,  plus  freight  COD  '^^ 
Charge  to  I :  Visa/BankAm     JM/Charge    T  Am  Express  o-*  saies  tax 


Please  send  me  your  FREE  catalog 

Account  No   


Ext)  Oate . 


TOTAL 


Bike  ^ar  make,  model  - 

Mame  

AMtess   


Crtv/Sian/Zip 

rc-jr  phone  no  (day  time)  ( 


Clll  TOLL-FREE  1-800-854-3110 


They  have  designs.  On  us. 

We  are  not  dealing  with  evil  peo 
They  mean  to  enlighten.  They  care  at 
their  jobs  and  their  careers.  They  resp 
to  the  right  kind  of  pressure,  exerted  in 
right  way. 

Making  mockery  of  these  do-goode 
great  sport.  Calling  Ralph  Nader  the 
lest  man  in  America  is  fun.  It  may  be  t 
but  Nader  told  the  government  how  to 
the  car  companies  what  you'd  be  alio 
to  buy.  We  call  the  names.  Nader  calls 
shots. 

What  we  need  to  deal  with  the  feds 
loyal,  intelligent,  rational  opposition. 
You  and  me. 

We  start  about  two  laps  behind.  W 
works  best  in  politics  is  numbers.  Cot 
years  back  cars  had  to  have  seat  belts  w 
into  the  ignition,  so  you  couldn't 
unbuckled.  The  law  was  repealed,  not 
cause  it  wasn't  effective,  but  because  g 
numbers  of  people,  that  is,  vot 
objected. 

We  don't  have  the  numbers. 

We're  a  minority.  We  are  invisible  or 
road,  unwanted  in  some  resiaura 
banned  from  public  parks. 

We're  also  making  progress.  It  come< 
from  threats  and  noise,  but  from  respc 
bility.  It  comes  from  the  Phantom 
and  his  legal  defense  fund.  It  comes  f 
the  American  Motorcyclist  Associa 
and  their  legislative  work,  from  the  Mc 
cycle  Safety  Foundation  and  its  ridei 
struction  courses. 

So.  What  1  can  do  from  here 
responsible. 

That  politically  expert  letter  from 
feds  has  given  me  my  platform.  The) 
now  on  record  as  considering  me  a  resj 
sible  person,  informed,  alert,  etc.  I 
wisdom  and  they  said  so  themselves. 

Politics.  When  we  oppose  nianda 
helmet  laws,  when  we  object  to  the 
tional  rules  now  being  prepared.  I  ai 
the  best  possible  position,  as  a  respon; 
critic,  to  say  these  rules  are  unwarra 
intrusions.  I'm  not  making  fun,  I'm  ac 
with  the  wisdom  good  ol'  NHTSA 
declared  me  to  have. 

Okay  NHTSA,  here's  my  permis; 
Reprint  that  column. 

And  while  you're  at  it.  send  this 
along  with  it. 
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Illustration  by  P.M.  Ucl 


What  camed&e  H^den^ 
home  away  from  home? 

Kawasaki  accressoiies. 


Nhen  the  Haydens  hit  the  road,  they  like  to  go 
n  comfort  As  Tom  once  put  it,*!  want  an  edge 
)ver  Nature!'  That's  where  the  Kawasaki  acces- 
sories came  in. 

Kawasaki  fairings  by  Vetter  with  "Lowers" 
br  that  full  fairing  look  really  give  Tom  some 
protection  from  the  early  morning  wind. 

The  travel  trunk  and  saddlebags  carry  all 
he  stuff  that  the  Haydens  can't  travel  wifcout 
rheir  campstove,  the  homemade  hot  sauce 
vithout  wfiich  breakfast  is  a  bust,  the  anti-bug 


spray,  the  inflatable  pillows,  the  snake-bite  kit, 
Tpm's  portable  shaving  mirror,  etc  etc 

The  Haydens  like  to  do  things  right,  so  they 
got  genuine  Kawasaki  accessories.  Not  only 
do  these  accessories  fit  Kawasakis,  they  also  in- 
clude gloves,  jackets,  helmets  and  rainsuits 
that  fit  people,  too. 

If  you  have  any  ideas  about  getting  out  on 
the  road,  drop  by  your  Kawasaki  dealer  and 
check  out  the  full  line  of  accessories. 

Get  your  edge  on  Nature. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


"BACK  OF  THE  BUS" 

Your  July  issue  editorial,  "Bikes  to  the 
Back  of  the  Bus,"  is  something  that  I.  as  a 
journalist  and  owner  of  a  Kawasaki 
KZ200.  have  wanted  to  write.  Something 
that  I  have  found  missing  in  the  two 
months  that  I've  been  riding  and  reading 
the  bike  publications. 

I  was  refused  accommodations  at  several 
motels.  Several  who  took  me  in  asked  me 
to  park  in  the  rear.  As  I  got  farther  into  the 
Old  South.  I  found  the  police  more  inter- 
ested in  looking  at  my  papers.  I  kept 
thinking  of  "The  Wild  One."  (If  they  only 
knew  how  it  feels  to  go  60  mph  on  a 
KZ200!)  Every  time  I  saw  a  pickup  truck.  I 
expected  a  shotgun  to  poke  out  the 
window. 

Three  times  I  pulled  into  roadside  tav- 
erns (I  took  .secondary  roads)  where  I  .saw 
several  bikes.  Take  your  "21"  and  your 
Plaza  Oak  Room  Bar;  this  was  a  great 
group.  They  had  fun  with  the  middle- 
aged-rider-of-a-two-wheeled-lawn-mower 
but  they  were  helpful  and  sympathetic.  My 
first  ride  on  a  1000  was  in  a  parking  lot  in 
North  Carolina  at  2  a.m.  with  the  odds  on 
that  the  old  man  would  spill.  I  won.  After 
that,  they  adjusted  my  chain  and  carb.  No 


one  at  "21"  ever  offered  to  do  that  for  me. 

I'm  a  defensive  rider.  I  watch  for  the  50 
percent  that's  going  to  turn  left  in  front  of 
me.  I  don't  weave  and  I  don't  ride  the  strip 
between  traffic  when  the  drawbridges  are 
up.  I  have  had  two  cases  when  motorists 
pulled  out  of  traffic  while  looking  me  right 
in  the  eye.  Stopped  once  and  spilled  once 
and  pulled  the  cracker  right  out  of  his  car 
and  called  the  cops.  (I  won.) 

At  the  same  time,  I  begin  to  feel  the 
freedom  and  adventure  of  riding  a  bike. 
Even  with  18  hp,  I  have  the  fast  pickup  and 
quick  maneuverability.  I  cannot  resist 
using  it,  when  appropriate. 

I  hold  my  middle  of  the  lane,  or  left  side 
of  it  position  (not  learned  from  my  Ka- 
wasaki dealer,  but  from  the  motorcycle 
license  booklet  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey) 
and  1  do  not  give  up  the  fact  that  I've  paid 
my  fee  to  use  the  road. 

James  E.  Betls 

St.  Petersburg  Beach,  Fla. 

Your  article  "Bikes  to  the  Back  of  the 
Bus"  was  very  true  to  life,  but  1  expect  the 
situation  to  change.  Bike  sales  are  on  the 
increa.se  due  to  the  rising  price  of  ga.soline. 

People    never    before    exposed  to 


"motors"  are  becoming  interested  in  i)\ 
ing  and  riding.  Some  of  the  individi 
have  never  before  ridden  a  bike.  1  ki 
because  1  am  one  of  them  learning  at 
41.  Starting  small  with  a  Kawasaki  K/l 
In  the  future,  because  of  fuel  costs,  il 
will  be  more  bikes  and  smaller  cars.  I 
will  be  a  positive  move  toward  bike  sa 
and  understanding  bikers.  My  attitude 
consciousness  of  bikers  has  changed. 

Bob  Apkc 
C  incinnati.  O 

SYNTHETIC  PLUNGE 

I  need  to  comment  on  your  A  us. 
article  on  synthetic  oils. 

Having  some  knowledge  and  b;i 
ground  in  the  petroleum  industry.  I  t 
the  plunge  several  years  ago  and  sta 
using  Mobile  1  in  my  Honda  CB7: 
Hondamatic.  1  had  excellent  results 
decided  to  change  after  developing  con 
erable  head  leakage/blowby.  After  ins 
ing  a  new  head  gasket.  I  decided  to 
Arco  Graphite.  After  18.000  mi.  on  A 
with  regular  changes  at  about  3.000  in 
have  detected  nothing  that  would  pro 
me  to  change.  The  hydraulic  clulche 
the  automatic  transmission  lock  up  fin 


HOOKER'S  BEEN  AROUND 

Longer  than  most  people  can  remember, 
Hooker's  been  around  racing  and  winning 
all  types  of  competition.  But  it  doesn't  end 
there. 

All  Hooker  products  are  built  with  a  special 
type  of  person  in  mind.  That  individual  who 
appreciates  and  expects  the  very  best.  And, 
for  those  who  know  or  take  the  time  to  learn 
what  makes  one  product  better  than 
another.  Hooker  puts  extra  quality  and  per- 
formance into  every  exhaust  system  they 
build. 


HEADERS 


Name . 


HOOKER  HAT  AND  MUG!  NOW,  ORDER  DIRECT! 


Address 
City  _ 


State . 


.  Zip  - 


BankAmericard  Card  § 


Master  Charge  Card  H  

Expire  Date  Signature   

1'leaf.e  send  check  or  money  order  to  Hooker.  P.O.  Box  4090,  10.12  We«t  Hmokn  Street.  Ontario.  Califor- 
nia 9  ITS  I .  S^irry.  no  CO.D.  Freight  included.  California  renidentJi  add  8'<  ftale«  tax.  Offer  valid  for  con- 
linenlal  USA  only.  Void  where  prohibited. 


.Hooker  Baaeball  Hal 

(Adjustable  Size)  at  $  6.ft«i  each 
_HookerMu9(16oz.tat$  6-95each 

TOTAL  $_ 


ise  properly,  and  do  not  appear  to  have 
slippage  (tough  to  detect  with  an 
matic!). 

II  consumption  with  the  automatic  is 
fial— one  quart  every  couple  of  thou- 
miles.  I  have  over  30.000  mi.  on  the 
and  plan  to  continue  to  use  Arco. 
jiine  mileage  is  in  the  neighborhood 
j-48  mpg  for  general  driving, 
lought  you'd  like  to  know. 

Rev.  Dwight  B.  Olson 
Von  Ormv.  Texas 

kVARTING  THE 
JVERSIVES 

lave  just  found  out  through  your  fine 
izine  that  future  motorcycles  will  have 
dometers  that  only  read  to  85  mph.  I 
ne  will  certainly  feel  much  safer  with 
device  on  my  machine.  However.  I'll 
:>et  there  are  devious  people  out  there 
will  actually  try  to  replace  this  won- 
j1  innovation  with  some  old-fashioned 
e  that  continues  to  register  above  such 
:ilies. 

lerefore.  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  as 
erned  citizens  to  immediately  go  to 
nearest  motorcycle  scrap  yard  and 
hase  one  speedometer  that  reads 
e  85  mph.  This  should  be  mailed  to 
rstwhile  head  of  the  NHTSA  to  show 
we  motorcyclists  support  such  mar- 
is safety  ideas  as  85  mph  speedome- 
and  that  we  are  willing  to  make  sure 
no  subversive  elements  are  allowed 
is  to  those  deadly  speedos  that  (shud- 
-egister  above  this  pace.  I'm  sure  she'll 
sciate  our  concern  in  this  matter  as 
1  as  we  appreciate  hers. 

David  Cunningham 
North  Tonawanda.  N.Y. 

:;ON  FAIRING 

Aas  very  interested  to  see  Robert 
yard's  July  report  on  the  Hugon 

ng- 

iree  years  ago.  prior  to  a  cross-country 
I  selected  the  GT  to  fit  my  Laverda 
a  move  seen  by  some  friends  as  part  of 
itinuing  commitment  to  weirdness.) 
Massachusetts.  I  paid  a  visit  to  the> 


ride'^^'through 
winter  and 
defy  the  eold!^ 

You  have  plans  to  go  motorcycling.  But  when  you  get  up  in  theWL  IP"  || 
morning  it's  numbing  cold — and  getting  colder. 
So  you  bundle  up  in  layers  and  layers  of  heavy  clothes 
First  with  long  underwear  .  .  .  then  bulky,  restrictive 
thermalwear  on  top. 

Oh,  you  were  warm  all  right.  Like  in  a  Turkish 
bath.  Because  you  began  to  perspire  from  all  your 
activity.  And  perspiring  in  that  mountain  of 
clothes  is  like  perspiring  in  a  plastic  bag!  The 
perspiration  is  locked  in.  So  there  you  are.  Wet 
and  miserable. 

But  now,  at  last,  Damart  has  solved  the 
problem.  Because  Damart  invented  under- 
wear that  keeps  you  warm,  dry  and  comforta- 
ble no  matter  how  cold  it  is  or  how  long  you  stay 
out.  Underwear  that's  soft  and  light  so  you  can 
move  easily.  Underwear  that  lets  the  perspira- 
tion evaporate  through  so  you  always  stay  warm 
and  dry  next  to  your  skin. 

Damart  does  this  with  a  new  miracle  fahric — 
Thermolactyl.  It  not  only  retains  and  reflects  your 
natural  body  warmth,  it's  knitted  to  let  perspira- 
tion out!  No  other  underwear  does  this! 

Damart  will  be  supplying  The  1980  U.S.  Winter 
Olympic  Team  with  Thermolactyl  underwear! 
Damart  is  so  comfortable  that  the  Mt.  Everest 
climbing  expedition  wears  it.  So  does  the  Mt. 
McKinley  Bicentennial  Expedition  and  the  U.S. 
Bobsled  Team,  the  Chicago  Bears  Football  Club, 
New  England  Patriots  and  Philadel- 
phia Eagles. 

Our  free  color  catalog  tells  the 
full  Damart  Thermolactyl  story 
and  displays  the  whole  Damart 
line  for  men  and  women,  in- 
cluding tall  sizes.  Send  for 
your  FREE  copy  now! 

THE  PROOF  IS  IN  THE  WEARING 


damart  1 


SUPPLIER  1980  U.S. 
WINTER  OLYMPIC  TEAM 


Thermawear,  inc. 
WHEN  IN  THE  BOSTON  AREA,  VISIT  OUR 
PORTSMOUTH,  N.H.  STORE.  (603)  431-4700 


THERE  IS  NO  WARMER  UNDERWEAR  MADE! 

Fill  out  and  send  to: 

DAMART,  INC.  Dept.  10549 
1811  Woodbury  Ave. 
Portsmouth,  N.H.  03805 

YES!  Rush  me  your  FREE  DAMART  Catalog  ...  I  want  to  enjoy  the  fantastic 
warmth  of  Thermolactyl  Underwear,  a  DAMART*  exclusive.  (I  understand  there 
is  no  obligation.) 


L PRINT  NAME 
ADDRESS 


STATE 


ZIP 


fc  1979,  Oomorl,  Inc 


lion  by  Bill  Neale 


OCTOBER  1979/13 


THE^^I?(  FOR 
SPEED  &  COMFORT 


Lishtweisht,  comfortable  protection  is  important  on  the  racetracl< 
—  and  that's  just  where  Aral  helmets  are  proving  themselves  to  be 
right  out  front  in  top  quality  protection. 

Arai  helmets  are  chosen  by  some  of  today's  best  racers,  experts  like 
Aksland,  Baldwin,  Boody,  Brow,  Burgett,  Cooley,  Ekiund,  Ongais, 
Singleton,  Spencer  &  more  who  know  the  importance  of  the  best 
head  protection  and  appreciate  the  advantages  of  a  really 
comfortable  helmet. 

Arai  protection?  Ask  the  racer  who's  put  one  to  use!  Comfortable, 
quality  protection  should  be  no  less  important  to  every  motor- 
cyclist and  a  complete  range  of  Arai  helmets  is  available  for  every 
taste  and  need.  Arai  comfort?  Ask  the  rider  who  wears  one! 

Check  out  the  Arai  helmet  line  at  your  dealer  —  from  the  Super- 
Lightweight  RX-7  at  $150.  and  other  SNELL-75  models  right  on 

through  to  the  wide    x75  — s^s 

selection  of  special 
design/color  „ 
finishes  available  Hi  t^^lliw  O 
to  compliment  just^* 
about  any  bike  on 
the  road. 


SNELL1975 


Arai  helmets  ore  available  from  motorcycle  dealers  across  the  country  through  the 
distributors  listed  below,  or  write  Arai  Helmet  Ltd.  —  P.O.  Box  421,  Tenafly,  N.J.  07670. 


Accessory  Distributors,  Inc. 
175  Fair  Street 
Palisades  Park,  N  J.  07650 
(800)  932-0303  in  New  Jersey 
(800)  631-2505  other  states 

Cycle  Parts  Distributing 
2300  East  Douglass 
Wichita,  Kan.  67214 
(800)  362-2452  in  Kansas 
(800)  835-2712  other  states 


Nican 

3225  Lenworth  Drive 
Mississauga,  ON 
Canada 

(416)  625-3890 

Nican 

1010  Mainland  Street 
Vancouver,  BC 
Canada 

(604)  688-9857 


Self  Cycle  &  Marine 

516  Jefferson  Blvd. 

Tarrant  Ala.  35217 

(205)  841-5537  in  Alabama 

(800)  633-3426  other  states 

Wheelsport 

2424  N.E.  Riverside  Way 
Portland,  Ore.  97211 
(800)  452-6289  in  Oregon 
(800)  547-8028  Other  states 


HELMETS 


A  full  color  brochure  illustratins  the  entire  ranse  of 
Arai  helmets  is  available;  send  50  cents  to  cover 
postage  &  handling  to  Arai  —  P.O.  Box  421,  Tenafly, 
N.J.  07670  for  your  brochure  by  return  First  Class  Mail. 


distributor  since  the  fairing  had  develo 
several  cracks  which  he  felt  were  du< 
poor  edge  thickness  control  during  rr 
ufacturing.  However,  he  had  no  repl; 
ment  in  stock  so  I  elected  to  continue.  \ 
replacement  promised  upon  mv  ret 
home. 

To  date,  the  cracks  have  ceased  adv; 
ing  and  the  fairing  remains  in  use.  but 
correspondence  seeking  the  promised 
placement  has  been  ignored -the  ca 
being.  I  guess,  that  if  you  must  be  diffe 
you  take  your  chances.  (And  I  really  d 
mind  being  referred  to  as  the  Baibike 

David  Edwi 
Redland.  Ci 

SCOTT'S  MASTERPIECE 

It  was  great  to  see  an  article  about  Al 
Scott's  masterpiece  in  the  June  issu 
Cycle  World  ("Scon  Flying  Squirrt 
Whilst  I  doubt  whether  many  Scotts  fo 
their  way  to  the  USA,  there  is  no  re; 
why  we  should  keep  our  troubles  ent 
to  ourselves! 

Robert  Seifl'ert's  Scott  is  virtually  id( 
cal  to  mine,  except  that  my  machine 
the  advantage  (?)  of  Webb  girder  \\ 
However,  it  would  appear  that  quite  a 
of  the  ancillary  parts  are  missing  fron^ 
machine  in  question.  For  example,  a  1 
metal  shield,  normally  located  imnr 
ately  below  the  radiator,  to  keep  rain  w 
and  road  muck  off  the  plugs  and  engir 
missing.  The  two  attachment  lugs  wi 
seen  on  the  front  down  tubes.  T 
should  also  be  a  peculiarly  shaped  c 
which  .seals  off  the  top  of  the  engine 
ing  and  covers  the  upper  run  of  the  i 
neto  drive  chain.  There  should  al.so 
massive  cast  alloy  cover  immedii 
above  the  gearbox  to  case  in  the  mag 
drive  sprocket  and  chain  and  ano 
.smaller  casting  to  bridge  the  gap  bei\ 
the  gearbox  and  the  main  crank 
casting. 

These  parts  are  difficult  to  tit.  but 
do  enhance  the  appearance  of  the 
chine.  Ken  Lack,  of  Shetfleld.  is  ab 
supply  all  these  parts,  made  to  the  orij 
patterns.  The  oil  tank,  incidentally,  is 
of  the  main  petrol  tank,  being  a  sep; 
compartment  therein.  There  should 
chain  oiler  attached  to  the  bottom  o; 
oil  tank  which  dribbles  oil  in  me( 
quantities  to  the  primary  chain  and 
magneto  drive  chain. 

1  agree  with  the  comments  about 
Dowty  front  forks,  especially  if  the  I 
have  begun  to  wear.  Unfortunately,  i 
are  no  longer  any  replacement  seals  a 
able  so  that  when  the  end  is  reached.  < 
spring  conversion  is  the  only  answer, 
cording  to  the  records  in  my  posses 
the  engine  number  quoted  dates  the 
chine  as  being  of  1947  manufacture. 

Jeff' 
Engl 
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OUR  raOERS  WRITE  BmiR  ADS  IHAN  WE  Da 


The  cost  of  a  motorcycle  is  not  the 
sticker  price.  If  you've  ever  had  to  sell 
anything  less  than  a  Harley-Davidsonf 
you  understand.  Your  actual  cost  is  the 
difference  between  original  purchase^ 
price  and  resale  value.  JIL^ 

The  bottom  line  is  right  there  in  your 
local  newspaper.  Regardless  of  where  you 
live,  the  story's  the  same  throughout 
the  country.  Compared  to  the  Japanese 
manufacturersf  Harley-Davidsons  retain 
by  far  the  greatest  percentage  of  their 
original  selling  price. 

Why?  Is  it  the  classic  styling?  The 
legendary  durability  and  ease  of  mainte- 


nance? The  76  years  of  refinement  behind 
the  V-Twin  engine?  Or  is  it  something 
bigger.  Like  a  fundamental  under- 
standing of  the  essence  of  motorcycling. 

However  you  weigh  the  reasons,  it's 
a  fact.  And  if  you  need  more  convincing 
than  your  local  press,  check  the  motor- 
cycle blue  book  or  the  N. A.D.A.  appraisal 
guide.  A  Harley-Davidson  is  more  than  a 
unique  motorcycle.  It's  ^hb||^bh 
the  one  sound  investment  Hj^^^^H 
in  motorcycling.  h^SSSS^ 

'Based  on  800a  +  engine  displacement 

UNTIL  YMTVE  BEEN  ON  A  HARLEV-DAVIDSOI^ 
YOU  HAVENT  BEEN  ON  A  MMOTORCVCLL 


Ci 


Specially  curved  and  lengthened 
finger  pattern  provides  easier 
gripping,  reduces  pressure  and  pull. 


WINTER  GLOVES 

$28.95  plus  $2  shipping. 
Specify  size.  Black  or 
Brown  and  No  4970. 


Extra  Small  to 
Extra  Large  sizes 
to  fit  all  riders. 


Reinforced  palm  has 
extra  layer  of  leather 
to  absorb  vibration 
and  wear. 


Elastic  band  around 
wrist  helps  keep 
wind  and  cold  out, 
assures  snug  fit. 

4"  gauntlet  is 

just  right  to  allow  snug 

fit  with  jacket 

Tops,  outside  edges  and  thumbs 
lined  with  warm,  sherpa-like  fleece 
Bottoms  are  lined  with  warm, 
ultra-sensitive  polyfoam 


The  chill  Is  gone. 


When  it's  too  chilly  for  comfort,  you  need 
Bates  Winter  Gloves.  They're  made  for 
warmth  yet  help  you  retain  the  feel  of  your 
bike's  controls.  The  entire  gripping  area  is 
lined  with  easy-flexing,  warm  nylon-covered 
polyfoam  to  reduce  bulkiness.  A  must  for 
all  street  and  touring  riders! 

Send  $2  for  Bates  54-page  full-color  catalog. 
All  gloves  available  in  XS,  S,  M,  L,  and  XL  sizes. 


BATES) 


the  "quality  people" 
Accessory  House,  Inc. 

PO  Box  1770-WK 

Long  Beach.  California  90801 


MOTOCROSS 
GLOVES 

Shock-absorbent 
padding  protects  back 
of  hand  and  fingers, 
extra  leather  m  palm 
and  thumb  prevents 
blisters.  $24.95  plus 
$2  shipping  Specify 
No  4950  and  size 


SUMMER 

TOURING  GLOVES 

Stretch  lit  for  sensitive 
touch  on  controls 
Easy-on.  easy-ofi 
elastic  wrist  closure. 
Weight  less  than  1  oz. 
$24  95  plus  $2  for 
shipping.  Specify  No 
4920  and  size 


STREET  AND 
TOURING  GLOVES 

Comfort  that  must  be 
experienced  to  be  ' 
believed  Choice  of: 
Unlined.  No  4910. 
$17  95,  or  Lined,  No 
4915.  $19  95  Send 
number,  size,  add  $2 
for  shipping 


ROAD  RACING 
GLOVES 

The  ultimate— weigh 
less  than  1  oz  Stretch 
fit  for  sensitive  touch 
on  controls  Extra 
leather  on  heel  of 
hand  $28.95  plus  $2 
shipping.  Specify  No 
4960  and  size 


SKIPPING  FIRST  GEAR 

Having  been  interested  in  motorcyc 
for  several  months.  I've  been  finding 
all  I  can  about  the  sport.  I  visit  the  lo 
dealers  every  now  and  then  to  ask  advic 
love  those  big  bikes.  At  first  I  wanted 
CM  1857.  Then  the  CB400T  Hawk  II.  A 
now  I  want  the  GSIOOO. 

I've  never  ridden  a  bike  before.  Bi 
want  a  lOOOcc  machine.  The  dealer's 
vice  was  "start  off  with  the  Hawk  and  g 
experience  before  tackling  such  a  powei 
bike."  I'm  almost  16.  5-foot- 1 1  and  170 
Should  I  charge  right  into  what  I  warn 
gain  experience  with  the  Hawk? 

Steve  Harris 
Compton.  Ci 

iVe  can '/  be  loo  firm  on  this,  because 
of  riders  began  on  big  machines,  especi 
when  there  w  as  nothing  else,  and  did  J 
A  nd  none  of  us  was  in  the  happy  siiualio 
being  able  to  begin  on  a  big  new  bike,  so 
may  be  a  shade  jealous. 

Even  so.  The  GSIOOO  is  big  and pow  ei 
It'll  take  e.xtra  skill  to  use  it  properly, 
e.xtra  skill  and  luck  to  keep  things  in  h 
in  a  tough  spot. 

A  smaller  Single  or  Twin  will  be  chec 
to  buy  and  operate,  easier  to  ride  and  ea 
to  work  on.  If  you  skip  that  step,  if  you  a 
yourself  the  fun  of  learning  how  thi 
work,  and  of  making  them  work  right,  if 
never  know  the  satisfaction  of  getting 
maximum  from  a  .small  motor,  you'll  f 
lost  .something. 

Our  vote:  Begin  with  a  small  bike.  W 
vou 've  got  a  vear  or  two  in  the  saddle,  t 
think  about  one  of  the  big  Jobs. 


FOR  NORTON  NUTS 

A  local  chapter  of  the  United  Si 
Norton  Owners  Club  in  Michigan  is 
forming  and  any  interested  ow  ners  shi 
contact: 

Jim  Dyki 
3202  E.  Davison 
Detroit.  Mich.  4! 
1-313-893-3542 
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Illustration  by  P,M,  McKenna 


0 

RUMORS  YOU'VE  HEARD 
ABOUT  HONDA  THIS  YEAR 

COULD  ALL  BE 


THE  FIRST  mo  HONDA. 
JUST  A  HINT  OF  WHAT 


The  Honda  NR500  Grand  Prix  road  racing 
machine. 

Over  the  last  year,  the  motorcycle  press  has 
been  full  of  rumors  about  this  one.  About  the 
massive  horsepower.The  devastating  technology. 
The  incredible  cost. 

At  Honda,  we  have  only  one  thing  to  say 
about  all  those  rumors. 

Top  secret. 

After  all,  this  is  a  total  effort  at  World 


Championship  roadracing.  And  we're  not  giv 
any  secrets  away.  But  we  can  tell  you  this.  W 
going  to  show  the  entire  world  exactly  what 
stroke  roadracing  machines  can  do. 

And  when  Honda  goes  racing,  we  wind  u 
with  the  most  impressive  two-wheeled,  high-s 
laboratories  in  the  world. 

Just  look  what  came  as  a  result  of  our  R 
250  cc,  6-cylinder  roadracers  from  the  Sixtie 
Today,  that  same  technology  is  on  the  showr 


HEAD. 


at  your  Honda  dealer.  It's  called  the  CBX. 
nd  look  at  our  900  cc  RGB  endurance  racing 
s  of  the  late  Seventies.  Today,  you'll  find  a 
RCB-derived  engineering  in  the  all  new 
a  750s. 

nd  for  the  next  decade,  our  commitment  to 
;troke  technology  will  be  even  more  intense, 
jse  we  plan  to  take  the 
throughs  we've 
Dped  for  the 


NR500  and  unleash  them  across  the  entire 
Honda  line. 

In  fact,  if  you  drop  by  your  Honda  dealer, 
you'll  see  a  lot  of  the  same  all-out  thinking  that 
went  into  the  NRSOO's  predecessors.  On  the 
showroom  floor  right  now. 

And  then  you'll  know  exactly  what's  ahead 
for  the  Eighties.  Honda. 

HONDA. 

FOLIOW  THE  lEAKH. 


e  1979  American  Honda  Motor  Co..  I  nc. 


r 


Alive 
with  pleasure! 


'9 


tAfteratt,  if  smci^n, 
isift  apleamn 


Box:  17  mg.  "tar",  1.2  mg.  nicotine;  Kings:  18  mg.  "tar",  1.3  mg.  nicotine; 
100's:  19  mg.  "tar",  1.4  mg.  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette,  FTC  Report  May  1978. 


ROUNDUP 


THEY  HAVE  EYES  TO  SEE 


i#  hen  the  space  researchers  began 
If  planning  the  first  close  look  at 
js.  they  ran  into  the  sort  of  problem 
don't  even  find  in  science  fiction.  One 
le  goals  of  the  mission  was  to  deter- 
i  if  there  is  life  on  that  planet.  They 
;  fairly  sure  they  wouldn't  meet.  say.  a 
:  of  Amazons  or  flocks  of  small  green 
tures  with  antennas  sprouting  from 
•  foreheads. 

'hat  they  were  completely  unsure  of 
what  would  life  on  another  planet 
like?  And  would  they  know  it  if  they 

it? 

you  don't  know  what  to  look  for,  how 
you  know  if  you  see  it? 
ley  .solved  the  problem,  they  think,  by 
g  cameras  that  would  record  motion, 
parking  the  cameras  on  the  planet's 
ice.  They  might  not  know  what  it  was 
lling  around  out  there,  they  figured, 
if  it  moved,  that  would  be  as  close  to  a 
ersal  sign  of  life  as  they  could  expect, 
thing  moved,  by  the  way.  which  doesn't 
e  anything.  Maybe  next  time.) 
<otic  stuff. 

oving  closer  to  home,  we've  all  seen 
e  trick-the-eye  puzzles,  the  ones  that 

like  a  blob  or  a  series  of  shadows, 
t's  what  you  see.  Then  you  read  the 
ter  and  yes.  once  you  know  it's  Abra- 

Lincoln's  face,  you  can  see  the  face, 
hat  has  this  to  do  with  motorcycles? 
e  than  most  of  us  suspected, 
le  federally-funded  Hurt  study  of  mo- 
^cle  crashes  with  injury  had  one  mas- 
finding  that  will  surprise  nobody:  The 
^r  factor  evident  in  motorcycle  acci- 
s  on  public  roads  is  the  violation  of  the 
orcycle's  right-of-way  by  another 
cle. 

;ience  proves  what  folklore  knows.  The 
is  going  down  the  street,  under  con- 
all  systems  legal  and  a  car  or  truck 
s  into  the  bike's  path  and  wham!  An- 
r  rider  bites  the  dust  or  the  car  door, 
s  a  classic.  Post-crash,  the  driver  says 
dn't  see  him,"  and  the  rider  says  "He 
looking  right  at  me!" 
ntil  now,  it's  been  a  puzzle.  We're 
ng  daylight,  clear  weather,  sober  peo- 
rontrolling  both  machines,  on  and  on. 
orcycles  are  bigger  than  lampposts, 
ll  children,  pedestrian.s.  etc..  and  yet,  "I 
't  see  him,"  repeats  itself  time  after 

le  cynics  say  Funny,  but  they  see  cop 


motorcycles,  except  that  the  police  get 
knocked  down  too.  And  sure,  it's  difficult 
to  expect  anybody  to  say  I  saw  him  but  I  hit 
him  anyway. 

Even  so,  a  puzzle. 

Now  though,  as  a  followup  to  that  first 
study.  Dr.  Harry  Hurt  and  staff  have  been 
interviewing  the  drivers.  In  depth.  Not  just 
age  and  circumstances,  but  experience  as 
well. 

Didn't-See  Drivers  are.  as  Harry  Hurt 
says,  plain  vanilla.  Men  and  women,  old 
and  young,  rich  and  poor  and  middle 
income,  all  walks  of  life. 

Other  than  having  turned  into  the  path 
of  a  motorcycle  hard  enough  to  hurt,  they 
have  one  other  thing  in  common. 

They  have  no  motorcycle  experience. 

None. 

Not  one  of  the  drivers  surveyed  so  far 
owns  or  has  owned  a  motorcycle.  Nor  have 
they  ridden  one.  Nor  do  their  wives  or 
husbands  or  children  or  parents  ride. 

They  are  telling  the  truth. 

They  don't  see  us. 

They  don't  see  us  because  they  aren't 
looking  for  us. 

Presumably  their  physical  equipment, 
the  eyes  and  optical  nerves  and  such  regis- 
ter that  directly  in  the  center  of  the  field  of 
vision  is  a  large  shape,  a  fully  dres.sed  Gold 
Wing,  say,  but  the  brain,  the  internal  sys- 
tems that  tell  us  to  brake  on  red  and  control 
similar  reflexes,  don't  tell  the  driver  not  to 
nail  that  shape.  They  don't  know  to  look, 
just  as  the  most  attractive  inhabitant  of  the 
planet  Venus  may  have  sashayed  back  and 
forth  in  front  of  our  cameras,  ready  to  sign 
the  contract  and  become  a  Hollywood  star, 
except  that  we  didn't  have  the  mental 
preparation  to  see  her.  Or  it. 

Interesting.  Beyond  that,  and  allowing 
that  the  Hurt  survey  is  preliminary,  we  the 
motorcycling  public  have  at  least  learned 
to  see,  so  to  speak,  what  the  problem  is. 

What  do  we  do  now?  For  starters,  if  50.8 
percent  of  the  crashes  with  injury  are 
cau.sed  by  violation  of  the  bike's  right  of 
way.  if  we  can  teach  drivers  to  see.  some- 
thing like  half  the  accidents  won't  happen. 
We'll  never  cure  them  all.  of  course.  Driv- 
ers of  cars  and  trucks  also  turn  into  the 
paths  of  cars  and  trucks.  But  if  they  saw  us, 
they  wouldn't  hit  us. 

Some  of  the  steps  are  obvious.  Don't 
ride  clo.se  behind  a  car,  for  instance,  be- 
cause we're  even  harder  to  see  when  the> 
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oncoming  driver  is  looking  at  something 
else.  Lights  on?  The  studies  aren't  as  con- 
clusive as  they  might  be.  The  jury  is  still 
out,  although  at  least  one  of  our  riders  now 
runs  with  headlight  on,  high  beam,  all  the 
time. 

Bright  clothes  seem  to  help.  Negative 
finding  in  a  way,  but  few  of  the  riders 
crashed  by  oncoming  cars  in  the  study 
were  wearing  really  bright  clothes. 

Most  important  has  got  to  be  awareness. 
The  more  riders,  the  more  drivers  who 
identify.  Whan  your  kids  are  out  there  on 
bikes,  you  worry  and  that  means  you  see  I 
every  motorcycle.  c 

Until  that  day  comes,  all  we  can  do  is 
know  that  research  backs  up  the  saddest  , 
story  on  the  road. 

They  really  don't  see  us. 

SAFE  PROGRESS 

While  our  federal  officials  fulminate 
against  motorcycles  and  against 
rider  training,  as  they  work  for  more  con- 
trols, other  countries  have  shown  progress. 

During  the  past  eight  years  Japan  has 
cut  its  traffic  death  toll  in  half.  They  em- 
phasize traffic  safety  and  they  come  down 
hard  on  careless  or  poor  drivers  and  riders. 
Quoting  from  the  American  Motorcyclist 
Association  report  on  this,  a  Tokyo  news- 
man says  "Our  feeling  is  that  it's  better  to 
reform  men  than  machines." 


YAMAHA'S  VARIABLE  PORTING 


on 


Thanks  to  Yamaha's  company  maga- 
zine and  to  the  quick  work  of 
photographer  Mush  Emmons,  we  now 
know  how  the  works  YZR500  gets  its 
variable  exhaust  port  timing. 

The  photo  shows  a  barrel  assembly  with 
cables.  The  barrel  mounts  outboard  of  the 
exhaust  ports.  The  cables  run  to  the  ta- 
chometer: as  rpm  increa.ses  the  exhaust 
timing  changes. 

The  sketch  shows  what's  inside.  There's 
a  drum-like  valve  inside  the  housing,  up 
against  the  cylinder  wall.  The  passage 
through  the  drum  is  the  exhaust  port.  At 


lo\A  revs  the  "port"  is  lowered,  so 
exhaust  pan  is  uncovered  late  in  ihe  cy 
At  high  rpm  the  port  is  raised  and 
exhaust  opens  sooner.  The  powerban< 
widened  and  the  bike  is  easier  to  ride. 


WHEELIE  KING  CHALLENGES  WORLD 


You've  probably  heard  of  Doug 
'Wheelie  King"  Domokos,  the  man 
who  wheelies  his  trick  Kawasaki  KX250 
around  motocross  courses,  taking  Super- 
cross  pinnacles  and  off-camber  turns  with 
equal  ease  and  poise.  The  Wheelie  King, 
who  recently  set  a  new  world  wheelie 
record  by  cutting  20  one-wheeled  laps  of 
the  New  Orleans  Superdome  track,  aspires 


to  be  the  World  Wheelie  King  with  no 
pretenders  or  challengers  left  unsmitten. 
So  Domokos,  23,  has  issued  a  challenge  of 
anybody,  anywhere,  to  a  wheelie-out.  The 
exact  location  and  date  hasn't  been  set,  but 
Domokos  is  willing  to  listen  to  all  offers. 
Just  to  prove  he's  serious,  Domokos  wheel- 
ied  a  .stock,  710  lb.  Kawa.saki  KZI300 
around  the  Cycle  IVorld  parking  lot,  down 


the  street  and  toward  the  nearest  freev 
on-ramp.  We  don't  know  how  far  he  got 
one  120-horsepower  wheel  because 
couldn't  see  him  after  he  turned  the  c 
ncr.  but  uc  aren't  accepting  his  challcn 
How  about  "Wheelie  Kmperor.'" 
C  hallengers  sht)uld  write  Domokos  < 
Kawasaki  Motors  C  orp..  2(K)9  H.  hdinj 
Santa  Ana.  C  alif.  927 II. 


Wheelie  King  Doug  Domokos  heads  home  from  California  with  his  new  toy,  a  Kawasai<i 
KZ1300.  Last  we  heard,  he  set  down  the  front  wheel  in  Peoria,  Illinois. 


Is  this  the  face  of  a  king?  When  it  come 
wtteelies,  Domokos  rules  the  world. 
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TWO  WHEELS  IN  FRONT? 


ack  when  cars  were  too  expensive  for 

the  average  man  and  molorcN  cles 
I  transportation,  there  was  a  brisk  busi- 

done  in  vehicles  known  as  cycle-cars, 
y  were  light  and  open,  basically 
ered  by  motorcycle  engines  or  their 
ils.  and  they  ran  in  two  tracks,  that  is. 
e  wheels  or  four  and  you  didn't  fall 

in  snow  or  mud  or  when  you  didn't 
nee. 

HELPING  HAND  

Iol  content  with  her  influence  as  ad- 
ministratrix of  the  National  Highway 
ffic  Safety  Commission.  Joan  Clay- 
ok  has  offered  to  help  the  Consumer 
•duct  Safety  Commission  set  safety 
idards  for  minibikes  and  off-road  mo- 
.ycles.  The  CPSC  was  scheduled  to  vote 
further  action  for  non-licensed  motor- 
ics on  August  6.  Originally  the  CPSC 
i  petitioned  by  two  doctors  to  set  stan- 
ds to  reduce  injuries  in  off-road  motor- 
ic accidents. 

^  letter  from  Miss  Clay  brook  said:  "We 
)  believe  that  safety  standards  for  un- 
nsed  motorcycles  would  be  desirable. 

would  recommend  that  motorcycles  be 
Iressed  separately  from  minibikes  and 
licycles.  As  you  know  we  have  experi- 
e  in  setting  safety  standards  for  motor- 
ics used  on  public  roads.  I  would  be 
ighted  to  provide  technical  assistance  to 

Commission  from  my  staff  if  you  de- 
c  to  write  standards  for  unlicensed 
libikes.  minicycles,  or  motorcycles." 


What  we  have  here  is  a  project  based  on 
the  belief  that  this  type  of  vehicle  can  make 
a  comeback:  Gasoline  is  expensive  and  in 
short  supply,  motorcycles  crash  more  fre- 
quently per  miles  than  cars  do,  thus  a 
motorcycle  that  is  inherently  balanced,  can 
be  braked  in  turns  while  still  banking  into 
curves  and  steering  the  way  a  motorcycle 
should,  will  appeal  to  enough  people  to 
warrant  production. 


That  part  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  engineering,  in  the  sense  of  how  this 
vehicle  was  designed  and  how  it  operates, 
is  impressive. 

We  don't  know  the  background.  The 
picture  was  supplied  by  Don  Bright,  presi- 
dent of  Bright  Engineering.  Inc..  1 107  E. 
Homestead  Rd..  Sunnyvale,  Calif  94087. 
Bright  Engineering  has  a  patent  on  the 
front  suspension  and  chassis,  and  has  built 
a  prototype  of  the  design,  based  on  a 
Honda  CB750A. 

What  the  system  is,  in  brief,  is  a  parallel 
transverse  linkage  with  motorcycle  forks 
and  wheels  at  each  end.  Both  transverse 
arms  pivot  on  the  motorcycle  frame,  so  the 
wheels  tilt  with  the  rest  of  the  cha,ssis  and 
the  bike  banks  into  a  turn,  like  a  single- 
tracker.  The  forks  move  up  and  down, 
again  like  the  conventional  bike.  Steering 
is  linkage,  controlled  by  handlebars.  Max- 
imum lean,  limited  by  wheel  travel  and  the 
lateral  roll  linkage,  is  25°.  which  corre- 
sponds to  brisk  highway  cornering.  Be- 
yond that  lean  angle  the  inside  wheel  lifts 
off  the  ground,  the  wav  some  racing  cars 
do. 

The  claimed  advantages  are  those  of  any 
double-tracker.  You  can  brake  harder,  skid 
in  mud,  etc. 

What  now?  It  depends.  We  doubt  that 
this  vehicle  will  appeal  to  motorcyclists. 
We  cannot  even  say  it  is  a  motorcycle,  not 
as  we  know  the  term. 

Interesting  project,  though,  and  when 
you  consider  all  the  money  wasted  on 
jillions  of  steam  and  electric  tiddlers,  on 
motorcycles  with  roll-over  bars  and  with 
steering  at  the  wrong  end,  well,  this  project 
was  done  by  creative  people  with  the  cour- 
age to  use  their  own  time  and  money.  We 
wish  them  well.  Interested  parties  are  di- 
rected to  Don  Bright,  address  given  above. 


BACKING  UP  HELMETS 


Iew  information  has  come  from  Aus- 
tralia showing  that  full  face  helmets 
not  only  offer  protection  to  a  motorcyclist's 
face,  but  also  to  his  spinal  cord,  thereby 
reducing  the  chances  of  total  paralysis. 

Dr.  John  Yeo,  director  of  the  spinal  unit 
at  Royal  North  Shore  Hospital  in  Sydney, 
has  recently  finished  a  study  comparing 
spinal  cord  injuries  to  motorcyclists  admit- 
ted to  the  hospital  between  1973  and  1977. 
In  all.  120  patients  were  investigated, 
though  only  88  provided  adequate  infor- 
mation for  study  and  of  those,  45  received 
a  direct  blow  to  the  spine  and  weren't  used 
for  evaluation.  The  remaining  43  patients 
included  25  who  were  totally  paralyzed 
when  admitted  and  18  who  were  para- 


plegic, or  paralyzed  below  the  waist. 

Of  the  25  totally  paralyzed,  10  were 
wearing  full  face  helmets  and  six  of  those 
recovered.  Another  additional  13  were 
wearing  open  face  helmets  and  only  two 
recovered.  In  examining  the  medical  histo- 
ries. Dr.  Yeo  found  a  large  number  of 
motorcyclists  who  had  been  wearing  full 
face  helmets  received  broken  collar  bones 
but  didn't  receive  spinal  cord  injuries.  Ap- 
parently, according  to  Dr.  Yeo,  the  full  face 
helmet  transmits  a  greater  amount  of  im- 
pact loads  to  the  shoulders,  helping  to 
protect  the  spinal  cord.  There  were  also 
reductions  in  face,  head  and  brain  injuries 
for  the  motorcyclists  wearing  full  face 
helmets.  B 
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AVUTOR  SniE 
SUNGUSSES 

Mirror  or 
Grabient  Lens 


TWO 
WHEEL 


ACCESSORIES  for  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  K  AMASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  and  others 


INSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800-645-6066 

except  N  Y  ,  Hawaii  &  Alaska   Of  Call  516-248-5775 


FROM  ALL 
STATES 


RAINPR06F 
CYCLE  LUStAGE 


Cruise  at  con- 
stant speed 
without  strain 
and  fatigue. 
Installs  in 
minutes.  Vir- 
tually un- 
breakable. 
For  Honda, 
Yamatia,  Su- 
zuki. Kawasaki. 
#01042  J11-50 


.Sim  lAR  CANY-AIL  LUSGASE  Fits  all  liars, 
on-ofi  ii-  a  iifty.  Double  lined.  Iwavy  duty 
vinyl,  ful.  :ipper  enclosure.  Waterproof.  2- 
str>p  carry-fiandle,  use  as  tiand  luggage. 
22"  liigh  #08150  -  Black  only  SH-95 
DeLuie  heavy  «uty  #08128  Black  or  Brown  $29.95 


NEW  CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  GAUGE 

*  091 26   HONDA  CBX.  GLIOOO. 
Eitra  heavy  duty  internal  spiinfis  CB750K  F  (79), 
2"  diameter,  full  270  sweep  CB550K  F, 

CB400F  350F  $18.50 
rR7'.-!K  F  Itnru  781. 

A  $15.95 
YSMAHA 

50  $ie.50 
XSII  $15.95 
KAWASAKI 
K7750,K765O, 
K7.in'l  $1650 

aoo  inoo      $15  95 

SUZUKI 

GS1020  7iO  550 
400  $15.95 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON 
74FX  $16.50 
74.  Sportster  $15.95 


MOTOCROSS  CLOVES  Srmulated  leather 
in  black.  4  sizes  S,U,L,XL.  #04710 
Pi  $4  95    2  pr  $8  49 


D-TANN  BAC  Straps  to 
gas  tank;  1 2"ilO"ii5". 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  pouch. 
Heavy-duty  sling  for  take- 
along  convenience. 
Red,  Blue,  Black.  $16.49 


■-STUFFER  BAC  -  10"  diameter, 
17"  long.  Holds  two  helmets 

C-SUWII  STUFflR-  21"  long,    Tk? J''!''"'^^^^^^ 
Red,  Blue,  Black  $15.4$ 


FUEL  CAUSE  Fits  all  Honda  flip 
cap  models,  all  years,  filounts 
ed'.ii,  with  Honda  recall  locks. 
Also  Yamdhd  75'S  ,roaO!  anri 
Kaw,i?.aki  75's  [road)  Easily 
installed  .  .-TMAS.  #03952 


KRYPTONITE 

CYCLE  LOCK 


*  09052 

Cannot  be 
cut  by 
toltcutters. 
files  or 
hacksaws, 
or  forced 
open  with 
ack. 

The  ultimate 
Cycle  lock. 
Fully  hardened 
armor  steel, 
plastic  covered 
Installs  and 
removes  in 
seconds. 

$39.95 


CYCLE  SPAT  #05552 

protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting.  One  size 
fits  all.  Genuine 
leatfier,  elastic 
straps.  Eitra  strap 
included.  Black  or 
Brown  $3.98 


COMPLETE  $n  All  three  bags  m 
matching  colors.  Red.  Blue,  Black  $40.00 

CYClt  COVERS  form  fitted, 
protects  against  all  weather. 
Heavy   gauge,  clott 
backed.  Resists  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  t< 
all  accessories 
With  tie  straps 

]  Bike  shown  includes 
sissy  bar  &  pad, 
idshield  f.  fan 
luggage  lack  and 
saddle  bags 


Visit  wr  Hhr  retail  location 
FREE  GIFTS  to  ill 
out-of-town  visitors 


KEEP  DRY! 


DRY  RIDER  GLOVE  COVERS 

Gauntlet  style  covers,  ideal 
for  ram  ndrng  lOO'o 
waterproof  Polyurelhane. 
Yellow  or  blue.  rOB352-M1 
$3.60  pr. 


DRY  RIDER  BOOT  COVERS 

1 6"  loftg.  drawstrinR 
closure.  One  size  fits  all. 
Protects  boots  or  shoes. 
100%  waterproof 
Polyurethane.  Yellow  or 
blue  «0.321-.1  ^ 


Moped  Cover  $2S.9 


«95l 
#961 
«962 
«964 
1966 
*970 
*972 
«974 
#976 


For  160CC  &  smaller 

For  750cc  &  smaller 

w  Sissy  Bar 

w  Wndshid 

Sissy  Bar  A  Wndstiid 

For  lOOOcc 

w  Sissy  Bar 

w  Wndshid 

Sissy  Bars  Wndshid 


$29.9 
$29.9 
$30.9 
$30.9 
$32.9 
$32.9 
$33.9 
$33.9 
$37.9 


HONDA 


GOLD  WING  Chrome 

RADIATOR  GRILL 

Beautifully  styled,  enhances 
appearance.  Protects  against  stones 
and  other  objects.  Easy  bolt-on 
installation. 


"RANCO"  SADDLE  BAGS  For  on  or  off  bike  Double  duty 
bags  fit  under  seat,  over  seat,  over  shoulder  Heavy 
duty  Naugahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
rivet  reinforced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit 
Each  bag  12"  wide.  M"  high.  4''a"  deep  Great 
innovation  for  fiee  &  easy  travel,  bet  or  two 

#08074  Black  only  $19.95 
Heavy  duly  iRemfotced:  #08088  Blacfc  or  Brown  $24.99 
FOR  HONDA,  HARLEY  and  KAWASAKI 

'^CUSTOM  CHROME 
^JtGAUGE  COVERS 

Sturdy  jTieammK  chrome 
nms  dress  up.  protect 
your  gauges  fit  all 
Hondas,  Kawasaki  900 
1000.  750  650,  Harley 
Sportster. Specify  model 
S-M  cif  two  $14.95 
 -U1416  

E  Z  FIT  REPLACEMENT  SEATS 

New  concept  in  custom  seats  Use  your  original  seat  base.  Install  pre-formed 
foam  and  cover  yourself.  Fit  like  stock.  Half-hour  installation  complete  with 
directions.  No  glueing,  no  cutting,  no  special  tools  needed.  Black  only. 
Two  styles  available.  Please  specify. 


E-Z  LTD 
REPUCEMENT 
SEAT 


98090« 

Lowers  riding  position  Hi",  for  Honda  CB7bOK  F,  CB650,  CX500-C,  CM400. 
Kawasaki  KZ90a  1000.  K£650^  Yamaha  750-20  E  SE:  Suzuki  GSIOOO.  GS750  550, 


EAGLE  PATCH  for 

HONDA.  VAMA'hA,  HAHLCr, 
KAWASAKI.  SUZUKI 

I  -f',  detailed  7-color 
:-it)rL'idered  patch. 
H'cn/e  wings,  brown 
body.  Silver  head  &  legs, 
yellow  talons  &  beak 
Iron-on  or  sew-on 
4  sizes  Specify  name- 
Monster  10"  I  mi" 
No.  103  $13.95 
Ciant  8"  I  10" 
No.  77  $6.95 
Regular  S'  j"  x  5" 
No  81  $3.49 
Mini  2'i"  X  3lii" 
No.  90  $195 


bikehs  wallet  tor 

HONDA,  YAMAHA.  SUZUKI, 
KAWASAKI,  HARLEr 

Thick  black  leather,  dividers 
and  snap  pocket.  Brass  finished 
snaps  and  chain;  snap  on-off 
belt  holder.  Brown  only 
Tooled  insignia.  Specify. 

a05144  $14.95 


HELMET  SrEAKERS  Weatherproof  remo 
— '  speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet.  Fi 
Wt  ship  WirMwite  earphone  jack  of  transistor  radio.  2%"!  1 

  Includes  cable  connectors  #0425g^^2  95 

Optiofial  2-lwlmet  attactiment  #04298  $5.! 


KEFLECT-A-FRAME 

Adds  over  7"  of  reflective  safety 
to  rear.  Chrome-trimmed  durable 
red  lexan.  With  sturdy  aluminum 
bachplate  and  ait  hardware.  For 
all  bikes  Specify  State  (Cal.,  NY, 
etc.)  of  license  plate.  $4.95 

*  06754 


TWO  WAT  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 
normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals.  All  plastic, 
non-electric,  no  maintenance.  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect. 
Works  hands-free.  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  only  2  oz. 
$t.9S  Itt  3  or  more  $7.60  lit 


#0424? 


AM  FM  portable  radio  attachment  $3.B( 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 

For  the  "Do-it-Yourselfer 
Tune  up  procedures, 
adjustments, 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 


HONDA 

GLIOOO* 
750 

350-550  Fours 
450  SOOT 
350  360T 
XI  Series 
Elsinore  Series 
125  200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


■75-77 
'69-78 
71-78 
■66-76 
•68-'76 
•72-75 
■73-^75 
■69-^76 
■68-^75 


$7.93 
$7  95 
$B  95 
$S  95 
$7.95 
$6  95 
$9.99 


MWA$*KI 

Zl/1000 
Triples 
Singles 
K26S0 

YAMAHA 

Street  2-stfokes 


■73.^78  $7.95 

•69-'75  $6  95 

■69-75  $6.95 

77-^78  $7.95 


•67-'75  $«  9! 
■68-  74  $6  95 
•70-'74  $•  95 


Endures 
4  strokes 
SUZUKI 

Triples  ' 
Singles  t  Twin  ■ 

ii  ii  fis»o 

$6.99    HARLEY  0AVID$0N 

All  V  twins  75-  77 

'Other  name  brand  nunuali  will  be  supplied. 
Wi  reserve  4he  right  to  ship  equivalent  manuals 
when  availability  or  stock  prevents  immediate  shipment 


72-'74  $6.91 
70-'74  $6.91 
77-^78  $7.91 


EZ 

DOUBLE  SADDLE 
REPUCEMENT 

SEAT 


#06148 


For  Honda  GLIOOO,  CB7S0K  F  A,  CB650,  CB550K  F,  400  Hawk,  CM400,  CX500. 
CX500-C,  CBX:  Kawasaki  K2900  1000,  K2750,  KZ650:  Yamaha  XSl  100, 
750-20  £  SE.  650  '76  &  later,  XS400,  Suzuki  GSIOOO,  GS850,  GS750  550, 
GT750  550.  GS4Q0. 


Works  like  a  miniature  seal  bell. 
Replaces  "D"  rings.  $2.99 


TWO  WHEEL  ACCESSORIES® 
at  Honda  of  Mineola 


NAME  

ADDRESS - 


336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE 
MINEOLA,  N.Y.1 1501 
(516)248  5775 


NEW  1979-80  CATALOG  $1.50 

V  'jO  A  I  Mail  ^nvwheM-  in  1'  ,;■  Aorlrt 


CITY  - 


_  Model  ■ 


STATE . 


 ZIP- 


-Serial  ' 


QUAN. 

ITEM  anij  # 

SIZE 

choices) 

PRICE 

H  r  siilr  rrsidrnls  and      sal"  "<           Add  6%  Shipping 

(Mlnimiii*  SI) 

□  SdkoI  Handkng  &  OIvy  $ljO  addoonal  lopnooail  TOTAL 
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^  electing  the  ten  best  motorcycles  of 
^  1979  wasn't  easy.  First,  it  involved 
W  thorough  testing  of  every  motorcy- 
available.  Then  came  the  selection  of 
•gories  and  lists  of  motorcycles  eligible 
each  category.  Finally,  the  Cycle  World 
f  decided  which  of  the  machines  listed 
s  its  job  better  than  the  others  on  the 
That  started  the  arguing,  the  explana- 
is  and.  ultimately,  the  agreement  that, 
some  individual  motorcycles  stand  out 
)cinu  superior  in  their  class. 
)clining  cla.s.ses  of  motorcycles  isn't  as 
,  as  it  once  was.  Some  classes,  notably 

125.  250  and  open  motocross  classes, 
included  because  they  are  the  cla.sses 
J  for  competition  around  the  world. 

then  there's  the  enduro  class  that 
udcs  competitive  enduro  bikes  of  all 
s.  play  bikes  and  de.sert  bikes  all  rolled 
1  one  category.  Rather  than  splinter 
uro  bikes  into  a  half-dozen  divisions, 
best  enduro  bike  is  the  bike  that's  most 
landing  within  all  the  sub-classes  of 
uro  bikes.  Dual-purpose  is  fairly  ob- 
is, although  the  smaller  dual-purpose 
;s  haven't  been  tested  because  there 
n't  been  much  interest  in  them  on  the 
t  of  the  staff  or  the  readers  who  write  to 
Street  bikes  aren't  so  obvious.  There's  a 
crbikc.  the  best  all-around  high-per- 
nancc  street  bike  around.  And  there  are 
eral  size  categories  of  street  bikes. 
:ther  listed  as  lightweight,  medium- 


weight  or  heavyweight,  or  considered  in 
terms  of  displacement.  This  year  the  street 
bikes  were  cla.ssified  by  displacement  be- 
cau.se  weight-ratings  don't  follow  displace- 
ment closely  and  because  most  motorcy- 
clists think  of  their  bikes  as  being  of  a 
particular  displacement  category.  All  that 
remained  were  the  limits.  The  smallest  is 
under  450cc  because  that  includes  all  the 
small  Twins.  The  mid-size  group  is  451  to 
650cc.  mostly  500s  and  650s  but  with  a  550 
thrown  in.  Then  there  are  the  651  to  800cc 
machines,  or  another  way  of  saying  all  the 
750s  plus  the  only  800  around.  Motorcy- 
cles over  SOOcc  displacement  usually  get 
classified  as  either  superbikes  or  touring 
bikes,  although  that's  not  always  fair  The 
distinction  is  blurring  as  shaft  drive  ap- 
pears on  more  motorcycles  and  more  of 
the  big  displacement  bikes  are  suitable  for 
long  distance  rambling  or  high  speed 
charging.  Used  to  be  a  big  bike  that  was  too 
slow  to  be  a  superbike  was  called  a  touring 
bike.  That's  no  longer  true.  But  the  motor- 
cycle industry  and  the  buyers  make  the 
distinction  and  so  do  we. 

Each  class  has  a  winner  Picking  a  win- 
ner in  the  motocross  classes  is  relatively 
easy  as  the  winner  is  the  bike  that  goes  the 
fastest  or.  put  another  way.  has  the  equip- 
ment a  good  rider  needs  to  go  fast.  Win- 
ning the  enduro  bike  class  is  more  difficult 
because  there  are  so  many  types  of  enduro 
bikes.  Still,  one  bike  excels.  The  best  street 


bikes  are  a  combination  of  speed,  han- 
dling, comfort,  utility  and  convenience. 
Price  and  availability,  two  important  con- 
siderations for  consumers,  are  secondary 
considerations  for  selection  as  one  of  the 
ten  best. 

Although  selection  isn't  based  on  price 
or  serviceability,  those  are  points  that  in- 
fluence the  decisions.  An  excellent  bike 
that's  also  a  bargain  and  is  in  good  supply 
will  win  over  a  bike  of  similar  performance 
but  higher  price. 

Why  do  we  pick  the  best  bikes?  It's  our 
way  of  telling  readers,  without  hesitation 
or  confusion,  what  works  best.  It  lets  the 
industry  know  what  motorcyclists  like.  But 
it  doesn't  mean  a  bike  not  listed  isn't 
worthwhile,  many  are. 

Not  every  motorcycle  in  the  world  has 
been  tested  by  Cycle  World.  We  try  to 
evaluate  every  motorcycle  made,  but  some 
aren't  available  for  testing  and  aren't  read- 
ily available  for  purchase. 

Besides  the  winners,  there  are  bikes  re- 
ceiving an  honorable  mention.  That's  not 
the  same  as  second  place.  Honorable  men- 
tion is  to  recognize  special  motorcycles, 
motorcycles  that  offer  noteworthy  features 
in  distinctive  ways. 

This  is  the  fourth  year  Cycle  World  has 
honored  the  ten  best  motorcycles  and  it's 
nice  to  see  that  the  best  keep  getting  better. 
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Suzuki's  GSIOOO  became  the  finest  all- 
around  street  bike  ever  made  when  it 
was  introduced  last  year,  and  it  was  also  the 
best  superbike  around.  In  the  past  year 
nothing  has  come  along  that  offers  a  better 
combination  of  speed,  handling  and  com- 
fort. The  GS 1000  is  still  the  best  superbike 
money  can  buy  and  thankfully  it  doesn't 
take  all  that  much  money,  as  superbikes  go. 

For  years  the  best  superbike  was  the 
motorcycle  with  the  most  horsepower,  the 
quarter  mile  having  been  decreed  the  ulti- 
mate measure  of  a  motorcycle.  If  it  weren't 
for  the  GSIOOO.  that  might  still  be  the  ca.se. 

By  most  standards,  the  GSIOOO  is  a 
conventional  motorcycle.  There  are  only 
two  valves  per  cylinder  and  the  engine  is  a 
thoroughly  common  inline  four-stroke 
Four.  There's  no  liquid  cooling  or  even  an 
electronic  ignition.  A  search  for  novelty 
turns  up  air  caps  on  the  front  forks  and 
adjustable  damping  for  the  rear  shocks, 
but  these  would  hardly  seem  enough  to 
make  the  big  Suzuki  the  mightiest  of  the 
mighty. 

The  Suzuki's  biggest  advantage  is  .some- 
thing it  doesn't  have:  excess  weight.  With  a 
weight  of  536  lb.  for  the  standard  model 
GSIOOO  it's  hardly  any  bigger  than  a  750. 
In  fact,  most  modern  750s  weigh  more 
than  the  Suzuki  1000.  Keeping  the  weight 
down  makes  it  easier  for  the  mechanical 
pieces  of  the  machine,  the  motor  and 
brakes  and  suspension,  to  do  their  job. 

The  supple  suspension  makes  the 
GSIOOO  at  least  as  comfortable  as  any 
motorcycle  going.  Yet  at  the  same  time  the 
big  Suzuki  can  match  any  big  bike  for 
handling  precision  and  ease.  Used  to  be 
the  European  exotics  established  the  stan- 
dard for  big  bike  handling:  no  more.  Now 
it's  the  Suzuki  that  all  other  machines  are 
compared  to. 


At  a  lime  when  the  biggest  machines 
have  six  cylinders  or  liquid  cooling  or  four 
valves  per  cylinder,  the  GSIOOO  motor  has 
managed  to  become  the  most  useable 
powerplant  for  all  kinds  of  racing.  It's  the 
basis  for  the  Yoshimura  Superbike  and  for 
the  Vance/Hines  RC  Pro  Stock  dragster.  It 
has  the  potential  for  increased  perform- 
ance, yet  it  is  as  docile  as  a  motorcycle 
engine  can  be. 

Suzuki's  GSIOOO  is  more  than  the  best 


superbike  going.  It's  the  best  evcr\bikc 

Honorable  Mention 

For  the  second  time  in  two  ye 
Honda's  CBX  gets  an  honorable  mem 
for  the  superbike  it  promises  to  be  but  is 
It  is  the  absolutely  most  exciting  motor 
motorcycling,  but  its  exciting  excess 
enough  once  it's  left  the  dragstrip.  Nov 
that  motor  had  a  chassis  to  match  .  . 
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|efining  a  touring  bike  is  getting 
tougher  all  the  time  as  more  sophisti- 
J  shaft  drive  machines  are  produced, 
when  it  comes  time  to  hit  the  open 

in  search  of  miles,  nothing  beats 
aha's  XSI 100.  It's  big,  it's  brutish,  it's 
and  it's  comfortable.  It's  almost  a 
rbike;  it's  the  best  touring  bike  made, 
/hat  makes  the  Eleven  something  more 
I  the  average  touring  bike  is  the  motor. 

95  tire-shredding,  eyeball-flattening 
ies  make  the  XS  an  acceleration  match 
anything  on  two  wheels.  The  torque  is 
rmous.  It  requires  a  different  technique 
le  dragstrip.  it's  so  strong.  None  of  this 
it  thou  and  dump  it  stuff  for  the  Ya- 
la.  No.  it  works  best  at  lower  speed 
I  any  other  bike  where  its  enormous 

ft./lb.  of  torque  seems  to  pull  the 
istrip  back  past  the  motorcycle  when 
clutch  is  gently  released, 
•rdinarily  a  motor  as  muscular  as  the 
/en's  powerplant  would  eliminate  it 
fi  consideration  as  a  touring  bike.  Only 
soft  suspension  and  total  comfort  of 
whole  bike  make  it  perfectly  clear  that 
XS  Eleven  is  a  louring  machine, 
ittle  bumps  or  big  potholes  are  just 
llowcd  up  by  the  plush  front  forks  and 

shocks.  The  Eleven's  ride  should  be 
ipared  not  with  other  motorcycles  but 
I  plush  cars.  And  the  controls,  the 
ch  that  takes  less  effort  than  the  clutch 
r'amaha's  own  750  or  650  or  400.  and  a 
tile  that  is  easy  to  turn,  and  brakes  that 

the  mighty  Eleven  with  little  fuss  or 
ma.  all  contribute  to  the  feeling  of 
ance. 

ikay.  so  the  handling  isn't  going  to 
ise  the  cafe  racer  .set.  There  are  other 
orcycles  designed  for  going  around 
lers.  The  Eleven  is  designed  to  go  fast 
smooth.  Lord,  is  it  smooth.  Not  even 


the  most  sophisticated  six  cylinder  motor- 
cycles are  any  smoother.  Big  Fours  are 
suppo.sed  to  have  torsional  vibrations  that 
buzz  the  handlebars.  But  the  Eleven 
doesn't. 

Touring  bikes  are  distinguished  by  the 
mi)untain  of  accessories  their  owners  pile 
on  them.  Like  a  good  touring  bike,  the 
Yamaha  is  readily  adaptable  to  most  of  the 


accessories  available  and  it  handles  ihem 
masterfully.  Yamaha  even  sells  its  own 
collection  of  touring  accessories  so  a  cus- 
tomer can  buy  a  full  dress  Eleven  ready  to 
roll  from  his  dealer's  showroom  floor. 

Yamaha's  XS  Eleven  has  more  of  every- 
thing you  need  to  go  far  than  any  other 
bike  made.  > 
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Iot  much  suspense  for  llic  best  750 
award,  is  there?  Ten  years  after  the 
original  Honda  750  hour  began  a  new  era 
of  four  cylinder  bikes.  Honda  comes  out 
with  a  new  750  Tour  that's  every  bit  as 
exciting  todav  as  the  original  750  was  when 
it  was  introduced. 

Honda's  750K  does  everything  a  750  is 
supposed  to  do:  cruise,  accelerate,  handle 
and  stop.  And  it  does  everything  better 
than  any  other  bike  in  class.  I'or  speed 
there  isn't  anything  quicker  under  lOOOcc. 
With  a  quarter  mile  time  of  12.52  sec.  and 
an  elap.sed  time  of  107.27.  the  7501  is 
faster  than  many  thousands.  Honda  claims 
75  bhp  for  the  7501'.  a  full  100  hp/liter.  An 
output  of  100  hp/liter  is  normal  enough 
for  racing  machinery,  but  here's  a  street 
legal  Honda  with  that  output  and  it  starts 
instantly,  runs  smoothly,  has  less  cold 
starting  problems  than  any  of  its  competi- 
tion, will  idle  down  below  1000  rpm  with- 
out mi.ssing  a  beat,  meets  not  only  the  1979 
federal  emission  laws,  but  it's  already  cer- 
tified as  meeting  1980  standards  as  well 
and  it  gets  47  mpg  in  all-around  use. 
Amazing. 

The  .secret  of  the  Honda's  tremendous 
power  and  eHiciencv  is  the  new  dohc  nn>tor 
of  the  1979  models.  It's  obv  iously  different 
from  the  previous  Honda  750  motor  but  it 
also  looks  similar  to  many  other  dohc 
Kours  running  around.  It  is  different, 
though,  in  having  lour  valves  per  cylinder 
for  better  breathing.  But  what  makes  the 
Honda  work  so  well  is  the  combination  of 
the  16-valve  head.  Keihin  C'V  carbs  with 
accelerator  pump.  Honda's  own  inductive 
transistorized  ignition  and  a  thorough  par- 
ing down  of  engine  width.  It's  ni>t  the 
individual  features  that  make  the  Honda  a 
winner,  it's  the  success  of  the  combination. 
All  the  power  in  the  world  wt)uld  be  worth- 


less if  a  motorcycle  didn't  have  the  chassis 
to  handle  it.  The  750F  can  definitely  han- 
dle the  power.  First  there's  exceptional 
ground  clearance,  the  engine  being  de- 
signed with  narrow  cases  just  for  the 
ground  clearance.  Then  there's  the  quick 
response  and  stability  that  comes  from  the 
proper  geometry.  There  were  shortcomings 
in  the  1979  750F's  suspension  quality, 
shortcomings  that  make  themselves  known 
quickly  on  a  racetrack,  but  they  weren't 


serious  enough  to  keep  the  75(ll  \'t\ 
being  the  spiutingest  750  made.  And 
1980  Honda  has  some  fixes  in  tiie  ui' 
that  will  make  the  best  handling  Hon 
even  better. 

Lest  anvt)ne  gel  the  wri>ng  idea. 
Honda  750f  isn't  just  a  sports  bike, 
perfectly  useful  for  any  kind  of  street  u 
being  just  covered  with  typical  Hon 
noveliv  and  thoughtfulness. 
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JBid-si/c  moldrcyclcs  have  been  chanii- 
fliiij:.  vvhieh  is  no  surprise  lo  ansone. 
n  lhc\"\e  been  changing  in  dill'crcni 
INS.  1  liai  makes  heail-lo-head  compeli- 
)n  ditVicull.  In  the  class  t'ri)m  5(M)cc  lo 
Occ  there  are  bikes  capable  of  being 
igged.  ho\  stock,  on  a  race  course  and 
inning.  And  there  are  bikes  not  suited  lor' 
ciiig  but  pi)pular  ni>netheless.  Most  ol 
e  niid-si/c  bikes  are  sporting  machines 
ith  good  handling,  putting  out  lots  ol 
)rsepo\ver  for  their  si/e.  Thev  are  notice- 
)K  smaller  than  the  7.S()s.  most  of  them, 
t  tlie\  are  comlbrlable  enough  for  all- 


IV  riding 


iind  big  enough  to  carr\  tuo 


rople.  In  this  diverse  group  ol'street  bikes 
le  machine  stands  out  as  being  both 
Herein,  and  through  its  dillerence.  .is 
ring  belter  able  to  handle  the  variety  of 
.es  a  mid-si/e  bike  uill  receive;  The 
onda  (  \5()(). 

With  litjuid  cooling  keeping  it  cool  and 
liet.  and  a  shaft  drive  eliminating  chain 
aintenance.  the  ('X5(K)  has  the  features 
ul  the  performance  of  a  much  larger 
i>lorc\cle.  Being  bigger  than  anv  other 
K)  wDuldn't  normallv  be  an  attribute.  Bui 
e  C'X5(K)  isn't  a  normal  bike.  Normal 
kes  don't  have  sircsscd-cnginc  frames  or 
ishrod  operated  overhead  valves  that  vvil 
V  to  lU.(HK)  rpm  or  have  10:1  compres- 
.)n  ratios  that  will  run  v.  iih  regular  gas. 
.Ml  the  technical  sophistication  in  the 
,>rld  would  be  worth  little  if  a  motorcvcle 
dn't  perform.  In  the  Honda's  case  the 
H'creiice  is  a  success.  I  he  odd  80  \'- 
vin  doesn't  need  counter-rotating  bal- 
\cer  shafts  to  be  smot)th.  And  unlike 
her  V-Twins.  the  smt)othness  isn't  just 
ere  at  a  narrow  engine  speed.  The  C"X500 
smooth  frimi  idle,  with  just  a  trace  of 
ughness  at  low  speeds.  Most  V-Twins  are 
latively  low  speed  engines,  but  not  the 


ex.  It  thrives  on  revs.  Below  6000  rpm  it's 
relativelv  gutless.  Above  that  it  comes  alive 
and  is  strong  all  the  way  to  10.000  rpm. 

The  peakv  motor  should  relegate  the 
C'X  to  sporting  use.  and  the  chassis  allows 
the  C'X  to  be  thrashed.  It's  just  that  the  C'X 
is  mellow  enough,  with  the  lower  fre- 


quency  vibrations  of  a  Tw  in  and  a  plush 
suspension,  to  make  the  C'X  a  perlectiv 
comfortable  long-distance  touring  bike. 
And  it's  convenient  and  ect>nomical 
enough  to  be  an  ideal  commuter  bike. 

It's  whatever  you  want  it  to  be.  the  best 
mid-si/e  bike  made.  > 
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Picking  a  winner  in  the  smallest  street 
class  wasn't  as  eas\  this  year  as  last 
year.  Several  of  the  elijiible  mdtorcvcles  in 
the  class  have  been  improved,  narrowing 
the  gap  between  the  best  and  the  next  best. 
The  Honda  Hawks  are  still  w  inners. 

Right,  the  Hawks.  All  the  models  are 
winners.  What  really  separates  the  Hawks 
from  the  other  bikes  in  class  is  the  variety 
of  equipment  available.  Want  fancy 
wheels,  electric  starting,  and  a  disc  brake'.' 
There's  the  Tvpe  II  with  all  the  equipment 
anyone  could  ask  for.  It's  every  bit  as 
convenient  and  sporting  a  machine  as  any- 
thing in  class  faster  than  most  as  well  as 
oHering  special  features  like  the  counter- 
rotating  balancers  and  three-valves-per- 
cylinder  heads.  F"or  the  rider  who  wants  a 
plain  transportation  special,  but  still  en- 
joys performance,  there's  the  Type  I  that 
leaves  olV  the  C  omStar  wheels,  electric 
starting,  tachometer  and  disc  brake.  And 
there's  the  C"M4()()A  with  Honda's  own 
semi-automatic  transmission.  1  here  are 
people  who  don't  like  to  or  can't  shift  gears 
with  a  clutch,  and  the  Hondamatic  still 
allows  them  to  ride  a  motorc\cle.  It's  great 
for  beginners.  It  otVers  something  special 
for  those  who  need  it  and  this  is  the  right 
size  machine  for  the  automatic. 

Some  of  the  Hawks'  excellence  comes 
from  Honda's  willingness  to  do  what's 
right  as  opposed  to  what  is  fashionable. 
Instead  of  a  six-speed  transmission  and 
dual  overhead  camshafts,  the  Haw  ks  have 
a  three-valves-pcr-cylinder  head  thai  puts 
out  tremendous  power  and  chain-driven 
dual  counter  balancers  making  it  the 
smoothest  parallel  Tw  in  going. 

The  unusual  design  means  the  Haw  k  is  a 
first  class  roadracer  with  power  and  han- 
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dliiig;  al  ihc  same  tunc  ii  is  a  lUililarian 
runabout  with  low  maintenance  C  I)  igni- 
tion and  easy  to  set  valves.  Some  motorcy- 


cles sacrifice  all-aroiMid  excellence  lor  ; 
perior  performance.  The  Hawk  dv>es 
sacrifice  anything. 


Cl,  . 


aterial 


l#ithout  a  doubt,  the  best  dual  pur- 
W  pose  bike  was  easy  for  the  Cycle 
staff  to  pick.  Honda's  XL500S  wins 
ause  it  has  more  suspension  and  more 
tor  than  anything  else  available. 
)ual  purpose  bikes  may  be  considered 
ler  street  bikes  or  dirt  bikes,  but  the 
uirements  of  a  dual  purpt)se  are  differ- 
from  either  and  very  specific.  Compro- 
e  is  the  usual  technique  for  evaluating 
^  bikes.  Honda's  XL500S  demonstrates 
t  compromise  isn't  as  important  as  ef- 
tive  design.  In  Honda's  case,  the  motor 
he  ke\  to  success. 

^he  500  Single  has  lots  of  tradition 
lind  it.  The  British  and  the  Italians  did 
m  for  years  and  they  made  good  ma- 
nes for  the  time,  but  electric  starting 
1  multi-cylinder  engines  made  the  500 
gles  a  bit  of  a  cult  and  then  they  faded 
ly.  Yamaha  brought  the  thumpers  back. 
:  preferred  a  strong  and  simple  engine  to 
ing  advantage  of  current  trends. 
Honda  didn't.  Honda  applied  the  coun- 
■balancers  for  comfort  and  the  four- 
ve  heads  that  came  from  racing,  and 
'ised  an  automatic  compression  release 
t  made  the  kick  starter  practical  for  the 
rage  rider.  The  XL500  has  power  and 
smooth  and  it  runs  anytime  you  want  it 
run.  while  providing  all  that  lovely 
mp-pulling  torque  and  throb  that  made 
:  old  500  Singles  such  favorites. 
Dirt  bike  suspensions  have  been  dras- 
illy  improved  in  the  last  few  years. 
:eniuating  the  differences  between  street 
;es  and  dirt  bikes.  The  gap  also  has 
lened  between  dirt  bikes  and  most  dual 
rpose  bikes  and  that's  what  makes  the 
.  shine.  Eight  in.  of  wheel  travel  in  front 
J  7  in.  in  back,  isn't  much  from  a  pure 


dirt  bike,  but  it's  more  than  any  other  dual 
purpose  machine  offers. 

So.  What  does  the  XL500  have?  Sorry 
about  the  cliche  but  the  XL500  gives  the 
rider  the  best  balance  of  both  worlds.  On 
the  street  or  even  the  highway,  the  XL  is 
quick  and  nimble,  with  so  much  power 
that  you  have  to  watch  your  speed,  and 
work  to  keep  the  front  wheel  down.  Cars 
fall  behind  at  the  stoplights,  hills  melt 
beneath  all  the  torque.  You  can  cruise  fast 
enough  to  get  arrested  and  the  engine  is  so 
smooth  you  can  almost  forget  it's  a  Single. 
Good  mileage.  ea!>y  .starts  and  the  Claw- 
Action  trials  pattern  works  better  than  any 


previous  trials  tread. 

In  the  dirt,  the  XL  is  a  good  playbike.  At 
300  lb.  or  so.  depending  on  fuel  load,  the 
bike  isn't  an  enduro  contender,  and  the 
suspension  isn't  stiff  enough  for  the  en- 
gine's power.  Instead,  the  XL  cruises  at  a 
good  rate,  with  enough  travel  to  absorb  the 
bumps  and  a  flexible  engine  that'll  yank 
you  out  of  trouble  no  matter  what  gear 
you're  caught  in.  The  casual  rider  who 
can't  aflbrd  a  dirt-only  toy  and  truck  to 
match  and  fuel  for  the  truck,  and  the  daily 
rider  who'd  al.so  like  to  explore  backwoods 
trails  on  the  weekend,  can  get  their  best 
compromise  here.  ^ 
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Enduro  bikes  not  only  include  the 
widest  range  of  motorcycles,  they  are 
ridden  by  the  most  divergent  range  of 
riders  on  the  stafl".  With  everything  from 
play  bikes  to  serious  desert  and  competi- 
tive enduro  machines,  the  winner  must  be 
exceptional.  Even  the  list  of  possible  bikes 
was  far  larger  than  in  any  of  the  other 
classes:  23  machines  from  nine  ditl'erent 
manufacturers. 

The  unanimous  pick  was  the  Maico 
Magnum  250E. 

Maico  hasn't  made  the  250  enduro  a 
specialist  enduro  like  the  desert  Husky.s. 
nor  has  Maico  made  an  all-around  play 
bike.  By  carefully  putting  together  the  best 
quality  components  Maico  has  built  a 
machine  with  the  performance  of  a  moto- 
crosser  but  without  making  it  excessively 
difficult  to  ride  or  limited  in  u.se. 

Starting  with  the  excellent  Magnum  mo- 
tocrosser.  Maico  added  a  wide  ratio  gear- 
box, enduro  lighting,  speedometer,  big  rear 
fender  and  spark  arrester.  The  motor  was 
changed  with  a  difl'erent  ignition  incorpo- 
rating high  output  lighting  coils  and  a  2  lb. 
flywheel. 

This  year  the  Maico  enduro  bike  bene- 
fits from  the  compact,  small-case  motor 
from  the  motocrossers.  Small  cases  with 
the  countershaft  sprocket  .set  very  close  to 
the  swing  arm  pivot  means  less  variation  in 
chain  slack  and  less  loading  of  the  rear 
suspension  during  acceleration. 

Maicos  typically  excel  because  of  their 
precise  steering  and  smooth  power  deliv- 
ery. Yet  the  250  Maico  enduro  is  as  power- 
ful as  any  250  motocrosser  made.  It's  no 
longer  just  the  fine  steering  and  handling 
that  makes  the  Maico  superior;  it's  the 
combination  of  chassis,  motor  and  all  the 
little  pieces  that  work  together  making  it 
easier  for  a  rider  to  go  fast. 
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Every  enduro  bike  is  a  result  of  iradeofis. 
Should  it  have  12  in.  of  wheel  travel  and  a 
39  in.  seat  height,  or  should  it  have  less 
travel,  more  steering  control  and  a  lower 
seat  height?  This  year  the  Maico  Magnum 
250  enduro  offers  the  best  compromise: 
suspension  that  works  under  a  broad  vari- 
ety of  conditions  and  the  finest  handling  in 
motorcycling. 

Honorable  Mention 

No  surprise,  considering  the  wide  range 
of  models  that  fits  into  the  enduro  cate- 
gory, that  there  is  also  a  wide  selection  of 
bikes  that  deserves  tips  of  the  CW  helmet. 

Husqvarna.  for  example,  is  a  small  com- 


pany without  the  vast  resources  that  let  i 
major  factories  crank  out  endle.ss  var 
tions  of  a  basic  idea.  Husqvarna  does 
same  thing  by  good  design.  Careful  ; 
correct  changes  let  Husky  build  the  CR  ■ 
for  open  class  motocross.  the  WR390 
the  woods  crowd  and  the  OR390  for  des 
and  open  country  racing.  Good  work,  a 
appreciated. 

Honda's  XR  series,  the  185.  250  and  5 
and  Kawasaki's  KLX  bring  new  life  to 
four-stroke  play  bike.  You  don't  havej 
take  off  the  lights  and  you  don't  have 
apologize  for  the  weight  and  the  speed, 
lack  of  it.  The  XRs  and  KLX  are  line  fo 
wide  range  of  riders,  novice  to  expert,  a 
we're  glad  to  have  them  with  us.  | 
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^pcn  class  motdcrnsscrs  arc  difTcrcnt. 
FOpcn  class  bikes  don't  sell  as  well  as 
125s  or  250s.  so  the  competition  among 
lulaciurers  is  dilVerent.  Some  hig  com- 
ics, like  Honda  and  Kawasaki,  don'l 
open  class  MX  hikes,  while  smaller 
ipanies  like  Husqvarna  and  Maico 
2  been  very  successful  with  open  class 
rhines.  It  all  goes  back  to  the  people 
)  race  the  open  bikes,  people  w  ho  have 
e  through  the  125s  and  250s  and  are 
ly  for  a  race-ready  big  bore  moto- 
ser.  For  those  people,  the  Maico  Mag- 
1  MX450  is  the  best  motorcycle  money 
buy. 

laico  is  a  small  company,  family 
led.  producing  a  limited  range  of  mo- 
ycles.  There  are  enduro  bikes  and  mo- 
oss  bikes,  in  250.  400  and  450cc  sizes, 
at  Maico  does  best  is  produce  a  power- 

motocrosser  with  unbelievably  light 

precise  steering. 

,-ast  year  Maico  completely  revised  the 
tocrossers  with  a  new  frame  and  new 
;ine.  The  result  was  an  open  class  moto- 
sser  that  other  molocrossers  could  be 
npared  against.  This  year  there  have 
:n  more  changes.  There's  an  additional 
h  of  wheel  travel,  now  1 1  in.  at  both 
Is.  Both  the  400  and  450  Maicos  use  a 
nt  40mm  Bing  carb  this  year.  Cylinder 
ting  has  been  changed  to  provide  more  | 
sepower  throughout  the  range.  New  i 
ome-moly  axles  and  fork  tubes  have  B 
n  added  for  greater  strength.  ^ 
Everything  on  the  Maico  is  first  rate.  | 
:  forks  are  solid  and  provide  excellent  f 
itrol.  Even  the  shocks  are  useable  for 
St  people.  There  are  new  plastic  parts 
1979  and  the  2.5  gal.  aluminum  gas 
k  still  has  a  distinctive  shape,  though  it 
t  as  noticeable  as  the  old  Maico  coffin 
ks. 


1978  Model  Shown 


The  Maico  isn't  an  all  around  off-road 
bike,  requiring  additional  maintenance  for 
its  primary  drive  chain  and  sensitive 
clutch,  but  it  can  be  used  as  a  fine  desert 
bike.  For  an  open  class  motocross  bike,  it's 


surprisingly  easy  to  ride,  but  much  of  the 
Maico 's  controllability  is  due  to  the  phe- 
nomenal handling. 
It's  not  inexpensive. 

The  best  seldom  is.  > 
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Last  year  two  new  250  motocrossers 
were  introduced,  the  Honda  C  R250R 
and  the  Kawasaki  KX250  Works  Replica, 
both  tremendous  efforts  for  first  year  ma- 
chines. The  Honda  turned  out  to  be  the 
best  250  motocrosser  available  last  year 
while  the  Kawasaki  was  a  bit  behind  the 
times  on  suspension.  This  year  things  are 
reversed  as  the  Htmda's  many  small  im- 
provements don't  match  the  large  improve- 
ments made  to  the  Kawasaki.  Neither  do 
any  of  the  other  250  motocrossers. 

Kawasaki's  latest  250  doesn't  look  like 
last  year's  model  and  it  doesn't  work  like 
last  year's  model.  From  the  longer  travel, 
leading  axle,  air/coil  forks  to  the  gold 
anodized  box-section  rectangular  alumi- 
num swing  arm.  the  KX250  is  a  new 
motorcycle. 

While  the  1 1  in.  of  suspension  travel  on 
the  KX  isn't  out  of  the  ordinary,  the  qual- 
ity of  travel  gives  the  KX  a  different,  more 
solid,  feel  than  the  other  250  motocro.ssers. 
The  beefy  swing  arm  doesn't  flex  and  the 
38mm  stanchion  tubes  keep  the  front 
wheel  aligned,  allowing  a  rider  to  retain 
control  of  the  Kawasaki  when  he  wouldn't 
on  some  other  bikes.  The  forks  are  as  good 
as  any  forks  available,  the  shocks  u.seable 
once  broken  in. 

The  colorful  styling  certainly  helps  the 
KX  stand  out  in  a  .sea  of  yellow  bikes.  Even 
the  fork  boots,  grips  and  shock  springs  are 
painted  Kawasaki  green.  The  new  tank  on 
this  year's  Kawasaki  is  shorter,  allowing  a 
rider  to  move  further  forward  for  control, 
yet  it  holds  an  adequate  2.4  gal.  of  fuel. 

Like  the  smaller  Kawasaki  motocrosser. 
the  250  u.ses  an  Electrofusion  cylinder, 
which  is  both  good  and  not  so  good.  It 
keeps  the  engine  lighter,  aids  engine  cool- 
ing and.  according  to  Kawasaki,  is  more 
resistant  to  seizing.  On  the  debit  side. 


there's  no  way  to  bore  a  worn  cylinder,  so 
new  cylinders  will  be  needed,  making  the 
maintenance  of  the  Kawasaki  slightly 
more  expensive. 

For  the  person  who  demands  the  best 
25()cc  motocrosser.  the  Kawasaki's  atten- 
tion to  detail  is  important.  Bolt  heads  are 


dished,  larger  bolts  are  drilled.  e\en  il 
brake  cams  are  drilled  for  lightness. 

Best  of  all.  the  KX250  works  for  ever; 
one.  beginner,  intermediate,  expert  or  prt 
It's  easy  to  ride,  for  a  motocrosser.  whil 
being  fast.  That  makes  it  a  winner. 
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o  surprise  here,  the  Kawasaki  KX  125 
is  the  best  of  the  httle  screamers.  l,asi 
r  the  excellent  K.\I25  was  accorded  an 
iDrable  mention  because  it  wasn't  i;en- 
lly  available  to  e\er\one  uho  wanted 
and  because  the  price  was  high.  This 
r  the  KXI2.^  is  more  available  and 
ks  even  belter. 

uspension  on  the  K.\I2.>  diiesn't  look 
a  world  beater,  at  least  by  the  numbers, 
when  it's  on  the  track  the  numbers 
n't  as  important  as  (he  results  and  on 
ilts  the  KX  can't  be  faulted.  The  forks 
nearly  perfect,  with  good  control  and 
•  compliance.  Shocks  take  some  break- 
but  are  useable.  lAen  the  tires  are  better 
n  average. 

he  motor  provides  the  same  sort  of 
ipetence  as  the  suspension.  It  doesn't 

out  more  power  than  the  other  125 
locrosscrs.  j usl  more  useable  power 
t's  cx>ntrollable  and  comes  in  a  broad 
luiih  band  to  make  it  fast.  What  makes 

KX  motor  dilVerenl  is  the  F.lectrofusion 
nder  liner  which  can  be  either  a  iia- 
t\  or  an  a.sset.  depending  on  the  use. 

electri>fusion  liner  is  lighter  and  may 
iw  closer  tolerances.  tht)ugh  it  can't  be 
cd  out  and  if  the  top  end  gets  trashed. 

repair  cost  if  going  It)  be  greater 
t  was  surprising  to  see  a  first  year  effort 
;oo<.l  as  last  vear's  model.  It's  even  more 
prising  to  see  a  factory  continue  to 
iro\e  an  already  good  machine  with 
jor  changes  the  following  year.  The 
ger  gold-anodi/ed  aluminum  swing 
1  and  new  fork  castings  for  more  travel 
e  made  a  good  bike  better.  C  ertainly 

carefully  groomed  appearance  of  the 
.  with  green  grips,  fork  boots,  fork  leg 
lectorN  and  even  shock  springs  don't 
ke  the  bike  any  faster,  but  show  the 
)rt  Kawasaki  is  putting  into  building 


superior  motocross  hikes. 

All  the  125-class  molocrossers  are  good, 
and  all  can  be  competitive.  Kach  year  the 
major  manufacturers  get  the  bikes  dialed 
just  that  much  cUiser  to  what  competiti\e 
riders  have  been  doing  to  their  machines. 
I  his  year  the  Kawasaki  is  the  clo.sest  thing 
to  a  race-ready  125  motocrosser. 

This  class  was  the  easiest  one  to  judge. 


I  he  Big  1  our  each  ha\e  a  modern  and  ■ 
competitive  motocross  125  in  production. 
We  took  them  to  se\eral  tracks  and  raced 
them,  using  a  variety  t)f  riders,  from  novice 
to  pro.  Track  after  track,  rider  after  rider, 
the  KXI25  turned  the  best  times.  Ntitjust 
power,  not  just  suspension  or  controls,  but 
getting  around  the  track  (quickest,  makes 
the  KX  125  the  best.  B 
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Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


10  mg.  "tar",  0.9  mg.  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette  by  FTC  method.  .1 
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©  1979  R.  J.  Reynolds  Tobacco  Co. 


Rich  Taste-Low  Tar 


99 


Tkste  Rea&  new  golden  taste! 
Ricber...mellower  than  before 

Real's  new  golden  leaf  tobacco  blend  does  it. 
Tastes  richer. . .  mellower. . .  more  satisfying. 
A  taste  that's  pure  gold. 

The  smoking  man's  low  tar 


THE  CHICKEN'OF-THE-WOODS 


VtOraRCYCLE  RIDING  SCHOOL 


Enthusiasm  is 
iching.   The  test 
\\  was  on  the  way 
.k  to  the  office  after 
photo  session  one 
V.  and  a  lady  who 
rks  for  the  coin- 
iiy  but  not  the  mag- 
ne  heard  all  the 
-ited     talk  and 
liced  that  a  good  time  had  been  had. 
'You  guys  sure  sound  like  you  have 
1."  she  said.  "Would  you  teach  me  how 
ride  a  motorcycle?" 
"Yeah,"  said  the  company  librarian, 
c.  too." 

'And  me."  said  a  secretary, 
lattery  works.  We  do  enjoy  riding  and 
always  nice  to  have  somebody  ask 
)ut  things  you  like.  Probably  everybody 
o's  ridden  for  more  than  a  week  has 
len  into  conversation  with  .somebody 
o  hasn't  tried  motorcycles  but  would 


Honda  XUOO 
and  XU25, 
Kawasaki  KE100, 
Suzuki  DS125  and 
Yamaha  MXtTS 
and  MXIOOJested 

In  Their  Natural 
Habitat 

like  to.  Few  of  us  can  resist  sharing  our 
enthusiasm. 

Okay.  Having  been  asked,  we  accepted. 
The  company  gave  permission  for  a  mo- 
torcycle riding  school,  open  to  all  employ- 
ees willing  to  donate  their  own  time,  the 
teaching  to  be  done  by  the  CW  staff,  or 


that  portion  of  the  staff  willing  to  donate 
their  own  time. 
Next,  the  bikes. 

Every  motorcycle  ever  made  has  served 
as  a  beginner  bike  at  one  time  or  another. 
There  are  no  precise  rules.  Traditions 
change,  in  that  several  years  ago  step- 
throughs  were  the  starting  point  for  the 
dirt,  and  125s  were  for  novices  on  the 
street.  Currently,  because  kids  begin  youn- 
ger now  and  older  riders  are  usually  of- 
fered 400cc  Twins  for  the  road,  we  weren't 
quite  sure  what  to  use  for  the  school. 

We  went  with  our  own  tradition,  in  that 
most  of  the  people  on  staff,  and  several  of 
the  semi-experienced  students,  learned  on 
borrowed  playbikes  in  several  sizes. 

Street  or  dirt?  Not  as  much  problem 
there.  The  road-riding  population  out- 
numbers the  dirt  crowd,  even  allowing  for 
kids  too  young  to  be  licensed,  and  most  of 
the  professional  riding  schools  work  on 
pavement.  > 


OS  by  Steve  Kimball  and  Henry  N.  Manney  III 
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But  we  are  not  professional  teachers. 
Plus,  dirt  bikes  get  dropped  more  and 
damaged  less  per  drop  than  do  road  bikes. 
Finally,  falling  down  in  the  sand  isn't  like 
falling  down  on  concrete. 

What  we  had  forming  up  was  a  group 
test,  so  we  took  the  logical  step  and  made  a 
group.  We  asked  the  factories  for  a  selec- 
tion, play  or  dual  purpose,  small  but  not 
for  kids,  to  be  used  to  teach  beginners  how 
to  ride. 

We  got  a  nice  selection.  Keep  in  mind 
that  this  isn't  the  usual  sort  of  comparison 
test,  though,  because  the  bikes  weren't 
picked  to  compete  directly.  Instead,  we 
wanted  to  investigate  which  size  and  type 
worked  best  with  the  various  new  riders. 

The  Bikes: 

Honda  XLIOOS 

Honda  makes  progress  in  different  direc- 
tions. Late  in  1978  and  for  the  1979  model 
year,  the  playbike  news  was  the  big  XR  and 
XL  models,  250  and  500  with  four-valve 
heads,  Honda-designed  tires,  counter-bal- 


ancers and  so  forth.  The  XR/XLI85  got 
some  of  the  above  improvements,  the  com- 
pression limiter  for  instance,  and  the  new 
185  engine  is  based  on  the  old  125. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  line,  the  XL  lOOS 
gets  a  new  frame,  stressed  engine  and  all. 
with  normal  trials-pattern  tires  on  17  and 
19-in.  wheels.  One  overhead  cam  and  two 
valves,  as  normal,  but  the  XLIOOS  engine 
is  an  enlarged  version  of  the  old  XR75, 
now  the  XR80,  which  means  it's  light  and 
small  for  its  displacement. 

The  XL  100  is  street  certified,  i.e.,  useful 
by  adults  for  errands,  while  the  little  en- 
gine and  wheels,  a  short  wheelbase  and 
lower  (compared  with  the  XL  125)  seat 
make  it  fine  for  offroading  by  kids,  say  14 
and  up. 

Honda  XL125S 

Same  theme  here  but  a  bit  bigger.  The 
125  is  a  traditional  class,  virtually  new  this 
year  in  that  it  gets  the  stressed  engine 
frame,  laydown  shocks,  leading  axle  forks 
and  Claw-pattern  tires. 


The  engine  is  a  carry-over.  Provi 
strong,  as  it's  used  for  the  larger  moto 
tuned  a  bit,  from  1 1.6  claimed  bhp  to  12 
and  because  Honda  wanted  to  offer  som 
thing  extra  for  the  XR185,  the  XL  125  g< 
the  six-speed  gearbox  intended  for  t 
brother. 

TheXL125S  is  full  size,  with  21  and  1 
in.  wheels,  a  higher  seat,  longer  wheclba: 
more  suspension  travel,  etc..  than  the  I 
has.  The  two  models  look  nearly  alike  b 
the  125  feels  larger  instantly  and  is.  due 
the  extra  height,  out  of  the  kid  class  unh 
the  kid  is  ready  to  shave. 

Kawasaki  KEIOO 

One  could  call  this  Kawa.saki  a  class 
the  configuration  of  two-stroke  Single  w 
rotary  valve  and  oil  injection,  in  a  sm 
frame  with  kid-size  wheels  and  tires,  p 
full  road  equipment  right  down  to  p 
senger  pegs,  was  at  one  time  as  close  t( 
dirt  bike  as  the  major  factories  came. 

The  KE 100  is  .still  in  production,  desp 
the  lack  of  radical  change,  because  t 
formula  works.  Just  as  with  the  Hon 
100,  the  Kawasaki  is  intended  for  a  wi 
range  of  people  and  purposes.  The 
injection  does  away  with  mixing,  routi 
for  motocross  racers  but  a  chore  for  I 
more  casual  rider.  The  rotary  valve  gi' 
good  power  and  a  wide  power  band  a 
because  the  carb  is  tucked  away  insid( 
cover,  the  kids  or  your  helpful  neight 
can't  fiddle  it  out  of  whack.  We'd  hop 
for  both  the  dual  and  play  versions  of  I 
basic  machine,  but  because  the  tiddl 
aren't  usually  tested.  Kawasaki  didn't  hi 
both  in  the  fleet  and  we  wound  up  with  t 
KEs. 

Suzuki  DS125 

When  Suzuki  introduced  the  PE2 
first  of  the  mass-produced  dirt  bikes 
really  be  a  threat  to  the  pure  enduros  fr< 
Europe,  they  invented  a  new  market  a 
made  beginning  more  difficult.  For  all 
calm  good  manners  the  PE  is  a  race  bi 
And  the  stand-by  TS  models,  dual  purpc 
two-strokes  with  more  weight  than  co 
petition  allows,  still  requires  work  to 
really  good  off  road. 

Enter  the  DS  line.  DS  means  dirt  s| 
cial,  or  it  should,  because  a  DS  is  a  TS  w 
less  equipment,  as  in  street  lighting  a 
mufl^ler,  turn  signals  and  such.  Instead. 
DS  has  a  useful  enduro-style  headlight  a 
taillight  and  knobby  tires  and  the  DS  bi 
keep  the  strong  and  simple  reed-valve  tv 
stroke  Singles  and  they  keep  oil  injecti( 
Most  of  the  best  of  both  worlds,  you  mi] 
say. 

The  DS125  is  the  smaller  of  two  versi( 
sharing  the  same  frame,  in  this  case  w 
the  DS185.  The  125  is  aimed  for  youn 
riders,  with  one  inch  less  wheelbase.  Y 
an  inch  less  ground  clearance,  a  stee 
steering  head  angle  and  a  not-much-loi 
seat.  Feels  like  an  adult  bike,  and  in  f 
the  DS125  shown  here  was  borrowed  fr 
a  Suzuki  employe.  There  wasn't  one  in 
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t  fleet,  but  he  keeps  one  at  home  for 
en  he  feels  like  putting  around  without 
[hering  people. 

maha  MX  100 

iVhen  Yamaha  introduced  the  MX  line 
1979.  we  purists  took  the  company  to 
k  over  the  name.  MX  is  enthusiast 
)rthand  for  motocross  and  these  ma- 
nes are  not  motocross  racers  by  any 
?tch  of  the  imagination.  Yamaha 
)kesmen  defend  the  gambit  on  grounds 
t  everybody  knows  Yamaha  motocross 
dels  are  designated  YZ  and  we  reply 
se  bikes  aren't  intended  for  experts  and 
/way.  how  come  you  call  some  of  your 
il-purpose  line  Enduro? 
inough.  When  you  own  the  company. 
I  get  to  call  the  product  anything  you 
nt. 

^nd  it  wouldn't  be  fair  to  blame  the 
chine  for  its  name. 

~he  (clenched  teeth)  MX  line  is  actually 
rice  leader.  The  bikes  come  in  several 
;s  and  are  in  fact  stripped  versions  of 
DT  series;  same  frames,  engines,  con- 
s  and  such  but  minus  the  street  gear 
I  lights  and  with  knobby  tires  instead  of 
Is  treads. 

"he  idea  behind  this  is  to  keep  prices 
vn  and  thus  make  play  bikes  available 
I  attractive  for  those  who  aren't  yet 
dy  for  a  true  enduro  mount,  but  who'd 
ler  not  buy  lights  and  license  for  a 
torcycle  that'll  never  be  used  on  the 
d. 

rhe  MX  100  is  a  small  bike.  Smallest  in 
group  and  the  lightest,  the  MX  100  is 
tty  basic,  with  conventional  rear  shock/ 
ings.  center-axle  forks  and  five  speeds. 
;e  short-stroke  motor,  though,  with  reed 
^e  and  one  good  thing  not  removed  by 
price  cutters  was  oil  injection,  as  men- 
ned  earlier  a  welcome  addition  for 
ners  who  don't  buy  bikes  to  work  on. 

IC175 

rhe  larger  brother  in  the  group  is  like 
100  in  that  it's  based  on  the  DT.  But  it 
s  more  modern  conveniences,  as  in 
noshock  rear  suspension  and  leading 
e  forks.  As  the  size  increases,  wheel- 
les  of  47  to  53  in.,  the  tires  also  get 
jer.  wheel  travel  goes  up  and  the  175  has 
speeds.  Still  smaller  in  overall  dimen- 
ns  than  the  Hondas  in  the  group,  but 
Joubtedly  the  most  powerful. 

e  Students 

Vithout  much  of  a  recruitment  drive, 
ices  on  bulletin  boards  attracted  as  nice 
as.sortment  of  novice  riders  as  we  could 
'e  hoped  for. 

Aen  and  women,  aged  barely  20  to 
idle  age  (the  men  only,  we  hasten  to  say. 
;ry  lady  in  the  school  was  in  the  bloom 
her  youth.)  We  got  engineers,  accoun- 
ts, secretaries,  designers  and  editors. 
)ne  of  the  men  had  ridden  dirt  bikes 
ually  years  ago  and  was  there  to  .see  if  it 
>  still  as  much  fun.  Another  had  ridden 


road  bikes  years  before  that.  One  of  the 
younger  men  got  interested  when  he 
joined  the  company  and  in  fact  got  so 
interested  that  while  the  school  was  in  the 
planning  stages,  he  enrolled  in  an  MSF- 
backed  rider  school  and  bought  a  Triumph 
Trophy  500.  If  we  had  a  valedictorian  he'd 
be  it.  if  he'd  attended  our  school. 

And  there  were  people  who  simply 
thought  it  would  be  fun  to  learn  how  to 
ride  a  motorcycle,  plus  a  few  relatives 
showed  up  in  case  anybody  wonders  how 
that  kid  got  a  job  while  being  obviously 
underage. 

About  the  school.  We  called  it  (  hicken- 
Of-The- Woods  because  the  purpose  was  tt) 
introduce  friends  to  motorcycle  riding. 
Rule  One  was  not  to  take  chances.  Every- 
body was  required  to  wear  a  helmet, 
gloves,  boots,  long  sleeves,  etc.  We  got  an 
assortment  of  born)wed  helmets,  ski  gloves 
and  hiking  boots  but  never  mind  that.  One 
bump  on  the  noggin,  one  slip  on  the  kick 
start  and  the  novices  knew  why  the  rules. 

Because  few  of  us  get  a  chance  to  orga- 
nize such  an  event,  we'll  skip  details.  Sutti- 


cient  here  that  before  anybody  actually 
R)de.  they  got  a  complete  lecture  on  what 
the  controls  are,  what  they  do  and  where 
they  are.  They  learned  to  use  the  brakes 
before  they  learned  to  shift  and  they  did  a 
lot  of  putting  about  on  wide,  flat  ground 
before  they  went  down  the  trail  and  back. 

Universal  Truths:  Some  people  are  bet- 
ter teachers  than  are  other  people.  Because 
he  won't  read  this  until  it's  in  print,  we  can 
safely  say  that  Henry  N.  Manney  III.  who 
writes  as  though  he  is  grouchy,  isn't. 
Comes  from  having  rai.sed  children  and 
giK)d  training  it  was,  too. 

Some  people  are  more  natural  riders 
than  others.  John  Dinkel,  editor  of  our 
companion  publication  Road&  Track,  had 
never  before  sat  on  a  motorcycle.  But  he's 
an  engineer,  has  driven  in  races  and  found 
the  controls  logical  and  convenient.  Took 
only  a  few  minutes  before  he  was  riding  in 
careful  ciales,  shifting  smoothly,  etc.  And 
there  were  a  few  people  who  found  it 
terribly  diflicult  to  use  both  brakes  at  once 
and  to  remember  which  way  you  turn  the 
black  thing  to  slow  the  engine.  > 
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I  Plucky  little  Yamatia  MX100  wasn't  large  enough  for  the  grown-ups. 


Dirt  only  DS125  Suzuki  was  enjoyed  by  the  fair  sex. 


Almost  as  large  as  the  125,  the  XL100  served  well  but  wasn't  quite  as  powerful  as  bigger 
brother 


As  a  conclusion  for  the  people  sectio 
nobody  got  hurt  beyond  a  bruise  or  tw 
from  not  kicking  properly  in  one  case  aif 
not  steering  away  from  the  downhill 
another  After  a  total  of  four  school  s»« 
sions  involving  12  new  riders,  we  had 
people  who  said  they'd  like  to  do  it  agai 
three  who  have  done  it  again  and  wa; 
more  and  one  student  who's  now  shoppiii 
for  her  own  bike  and  signed  up  fon 
genuine  riding  school.  That  is.  despite  U 
fun  we  had.  the  best  way  for  a  serio 
beginner  to  learn  how  right. 

As  for  the  beginner  bikes,  we  learneo 
lot  and  got  a  few  surprises. 

To  repeat,  there  cannot  be  a  clear  u  inn 
here  because  we  used  a  wide  variety  ' 
models,  some  streetable.  some  not.  son 
highway  practical  and  some  not.  (X 
viously  the  different  bikes  have  dilfere: 
applications. 

Even  .so.  You  can't  have  a  school  w  itho 
tests,  so  we  presented  a  classic  pop  quiz.  . 
the  end  of  the  first  day.  the  students  wi\ 
asked  to  answer  questions: 

What  bike  did  you  like  best?  And  wH 
What  did  you  think  of  the  school? 
Dealing  first  with  general  findings, 
didn't  hear  some  things  we  expected  I 
hear.  None  of  the  students  noticed  au 
difference  in  tires,  for  instance.  The  trii" 
treads  had  as  much  traction  as  tlie  nn 
rider  was  willing  to  use  and  the  fiedglini 
weren't  taken  into  mud  or  up  hills,  ii 
places  where  grip  or  thelack  of  it  are  mu 
easily  noticed. 

Next,  there  was  no  specific  mentionr 
that  ol*  debate,  two  stroke  vs  four  .11. 
didn't  come  up.  Some  of  the  riders  km 
the  difference  and  that  we  had  both  kin. 
in  the  group,  but  nobody  mentioned  eit  J 
one,  pro  or  con. 

As  a  corollary  to  that,  the  engines  dio 
seem  to  know  much  about  the  ditVeren 
Time  was  the  two-stroke  had  the  pov 
and  the  temperament,  as  in  hard  startil 
fouled  plugs,  all  the  things  that  were  t) 
enough  to  make  us  old  guys  alwavs  pao 
plug  wrench  in  our  boot  tops.  Irue  ; 
more.  The  Kawasaki.  Suzuki  and  Yam;t 
engines  have  been  in  production  for  yo" 
and  they've  been  refined  and  iiiiprof. 
and  even  (in  the  ca.se  of  the  VamaH 
fitted  with  CD!.  Nor  did  the  carbs  leaHi 
flood. 

As  it  happened,  both  Hondas  lived  u  i 
tradition  by  being  cold  natured.  T' 
needed  extra  vigor  on  kick  and  longer  1 1 
on  choke  iince  thev  fired  up.  Longeviu 
.something  we  can't  predict  here,  but  w 
guess  there  ux)uld  be  no  major  ditlercj 
betv^een  engine  type  or  even  brand.  ,A111 
beginner  bikes  are  tuned  for  reliability  ; 
they  each  had  it. 

The  final  two  vs  four  notes  come  ff 
conversations  during  the  instructio 
There  were  riders  who  n4)ticed  and  ap|< 
ciated  the  engine  braking  provided  bv  \ 
Hondas.  Helped  them  keep  control  dcvi 
hill.  And  one  rider  referred  to  this  with! 
knowing  it.  as  he  mentioned  the  Yamr 
needed  extra  front  brake  because  the  i 
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;el,  of  course  lacking  engine  drag  to 
p  it  turning,  locked  too  easily  under  his 
t. 

is  balance  to  that,  two  of  the  women 
nd  the  Hondas'  engine  braking  confus- 
:  When  they  rolled  back  on  power  they 
ected  a  gradual  slowing,  the  way  a  car 
h  automatic  transmission  does.  The 
den  shift  from  on  to  off  threw  them, 
rally,  off  stride. 

'onclusion:  No  clear  trends.  Might  as 
I  buy  for  application.  Will  the  bike  be 
d  for  strictly  play  or  for  errands  as  well? 
Jo  winner  doesn't  mean  no  preference. 
:re  was  something  of  a  list  here: 

naha  MXlOO 

f  this  was  one  of  those  boring  consum- 
l  magazines,  the  MX  100  would  have  to 
a  verdict  of  Not  Suitable, 
"hrough  no  fault  of  the  bike.  The  littlest 
mber  of  the  group  ran  well  enough,  and 
idled  well  enough,  for  its  size,  but  it 
in  wasn't  big  enough. 
Another  change  of  expectation.  We 
•w  that  a  really  big  motorcycle,  say  a 
rley  80  or  Husqvarna  390.  intimidates 
novice.  And  while  it's  possible  to  learn 
/  on  one  of  the  heavyweights,  it  isn't 
lething  one  would  recommend.  But  we 
I  thought  the  reverse  would  apply,  that 
new  riders,  especially  the  fair  sex, 
lid  find  a  small  bike  as  reassuring  as  a 
bike  was  scary.  Like  tigers  and  kittens, 
nstead,  because  the  MX  100  is  actually 
id's  bike,  all  the  students  found  them- 
es with  knees  in  the  air.  They  couldn't 
;  the  MX  100  seriously  and  they  didn't 
e  the  security  that  comes  from  knowing 
're  properly  equipped.  After  the  first 
.  after  the  kid  in  the  group  picture 
ided  he'd  rather  ride  his  own  bike,  the 
;  100  stayed  home.  It  was  a  good  bike  in 
wrong  application. 

nda  XLIOOS 

lo  votes  were  cast  for  the  XL  100.  Much 
same  reasons  here.  The  XL  100  is  just 
the  XL  125  except  it's  not  as  big. 
:sn't  have  as  much  power,  needs  more 
ntion  on  clutch  and  throttle  and 
rshift,  takes  as  much  determination  to 
;.  Unless  the  new  rider  is  a  kid  who 
t  quite  touch  the  ground  on  the  125. 
100  has  nothing  to  offer  that  the  125 
t  do  better. 

nda  XL  125 

"he  best  review  of  the  XL  125  comes 
n  the  best  really  new  rider  we  had, 
ich  indicates  the  man  knew  why  he 
d  what  he  liked. 

Adequate  power  for  the  dirt,"  he  wrote 
lis  test  paper.  "The  controls  are  reason- 
^  progressive,  and  although  this  was  the 
est  bike  in  the  group  it  was  still  easy  to 
die." 

I  didn't  have  any  trouble  shifting  or 
lulating  the  throttle  and  the  clutch.  I 
Id  control  the  brakes  on  this  one.  I  had 
most  trouble  of  the  day  going  downhill> 


Little  engine,  slightly  larger  frame,  etc..  made  the  Kawasaki  KE100  useful  for  big  kids  and 
adults,  in  the  woods  or  the  city. 


Honda's  XL125S  was  the  right  size  and  would  serve  as  a  road  bike  as  well  as  in  the  dirt. 


MX1 75  was  the  most  powerful  and  had  the  best  suspension.  Teens  and  ladies  fitted  it  well;  the 
taller  students  wanted  an  inch  or  so  more  height. 
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on  the  two-strokes  because  they  don't  have 
engine  braking,  and  I  couldn't  find  neutral 
on  the  others  as  quickly  as  I  could  on  the 
Honda." 

We  did  our  own  riding  of  the  group 
bikes  later,  on  the  road  when  the  machine 
was  legal  for  it.  and  found  the  XL  125  to  be 
strong  enough  for  short  highway  hops  and 
a  modest  blast  around  town.  Not  enough 
suspension  for  serious  dirt  dicing,  but 
that's  understood.  Part  of  the  deal.  A  will- 
ing workhorse,  in  sum. 

Kawasaki  KEIOO 

No  actual  voles  for  best,  but  good  re- 
views anyway.  The  KEIOO  isn't  much 
larger  than  the  MX  100.  But  the  KE's  addi- 
tional two  inches  of  whcclbasc  give  it  a 
more  serit)us  feel  and  the  ri>tary  valve's 
widening  of  the  powerband  made  the  KE 
act  better  under  nervt)us  lingers.  The  rela- 
tively small  size  went  unnoticed. 

In  statf  hands,  the  KE  was  noi  a  dirt 
bike.  Keep  to  the  trails,  hop  down  to  the 
store,  fine.  But  rocks  and  whoops  and  sand, 
no.  Just  nt)t  enough  suspension  or  power. 

What  wc  also  did  was  wring  the  little 
dear  out  on  the  highway.  The  KE  did  so 
well  in  the  first  school  that  we  kept  it  in  the 
garage  for  weeks  afterward,  for  use  by  later 
students  and  for  popping  down  to  the  deli 
for  lunch.  It  did  the  job  without  complaint. 
One  man  even  lashed  a  bag  on  the  tank, 
thanks  for  Mr.  Bungee.  and  did  the  30 


miles  from  his  home  to  the  office.  He 
claimed  an  indicated  62  mph.  The  KE 
rates  as  Acceptable,  and  if  you  need  a 
spare  to  lash  behind  your  KZ1300,  here's 
the  perfect  choice. 

Suzuki  DS125 

Two  votes  here,  both  worded  nearly  the 
same.  "Ea.sy  to  control  and  shift,"  .said  one 
student.  "It's  lighter  and  easier  for  me  to 
handle."  said  another.  "The  shifting 
seemed  very  positive." 

The  Suzuki  was  really  the  best  adult 
pure  dirt  bike  in  the  school.  It  shares  frame 
and  other  parts  with  the  DSI85  and  the 
125  feels  solid  and  competent  and.  well, 
adult.  A  genuine  motorcycle.  The  mild  125 
engine  pulled  snuH)thlv.  while  nol  leaping 
forward  if  the  rider  gave  a  few  degrees  too 
much  twist,  and  all  the  novices  said  thev 
fell  secure  behind  the  bars.  The  Suzuki 
also  has  extras,  as  in  the  enduro-sized 
headlight  and  taillight.  so  although  it's 
basically  a  stripped  version  of  the  two- 
stroke  dual-purpose  TS  Suzuki,  the  DS 
doesn't  appear  to  have  been  pared  dov\  n  to 
price. 

The  staH' riders  also  liked  the  Suzuki.  No 
PE.  but  a  stout  playbike  in  its  ov,n  right. 

Yamaha  MX  175 

Another  two  votes,  and  another  agree- 
ment from  two  new  riders  as  to  what  they'd 


like  in  their  first  dirt  bike.  "Good  feel  fo  e 
tall  person,"  says  one  quiz.  "It's  easy  ■ 
handle  and  has  enough  power."  The  otH 
rider  described  the  MX  175  as  "easv  ha: 
dling.  light,  and  quick." 

Which  the  MX  1 75  is.  It  had  the  larg.i 
and  most  powerful  engine,  hile  being  juj 
a  bit  smaller,  thai  is.  U)wer  and  short) 
than  the  Suzuki  and  the  Honda  125.  So 
did  well  with  the  larger  men  and  it  did  I: 
overwhelm  the  women.  The  MX  175  do 
have  enough  power  to  leap  forwai. 
though,  and  several  riders  remarked 
that. 

In  stafT  hands,  the  larger  Yamaha  can 
across  as  a  trail  bike.  The  suspension  H 
been  tuned  for  slow  going,  as  it  should  II 
.so  faster  riders  use  up  all  the  travel  befo' 
using  all  the  engine.  The  bike  is  out  ; 
balance  some  in  this  regard,  but  if  the  nr 
owner  was  a  youngster  who'd  quickly  pif 
up  the  skills,  some  suspension  wi)rk  wt)U' 
result  in  a  good  dirt  bike  in  the  IT  manm 

So.  As  to  what  the  students  liked  br 
about  the  school,  they  liked  learning  hr 
to  ride  motorcycles,  going  to  the  desert  iu; 
having  a  good  time. 

They  liked  having  the  chance  to  learnrt 
ride  and  that  brings  us  to  the  lesson 
learned  from  this  leaching  experiment::: 

There  are  a  lot  of  people  interested L 
riding  motorcycles. 

I  he  machines  for  them  to  learn  on  . 
available.  Where  are  the  schools  and  inu 
duction  days? 


YAMAHA  MX  175 

List  price  $978 

Engine  type  two-stroke  Single,  reed  valve 

Bore  X  stroke    66  x  50  mm 

Transmission  spds  6 

Wheeit>ase  52.8  In. 

Suspension  travel,  F/R    6.3/5.1  In. 

Seat  height   31  in. 

Claimed  dry  weight    201  lb. 

Tires,  F/R   2.75-21/3.50-18  knobby 

HONDA  XL100S 

List  price  $898 

Engine  type  four-stroke  Single 

Bore  X  stroke    53  x  45  mm 

Transmission  spds  5 

Wheelbase  51.1  in. 

Suspension  travel,  F/R    6.7/5.1  in. 

Seat  height  30.7  In, 

Claimed  dry  weight    208  lb. 

Tires,  F/R  2.75-19/3.25-17  trials 

KAWASAKI  KEIOO 

List  price  $799 

Engine  type  two-stroke  Single,  rotary  valve 

Bore  x  stroke   49.5  x  51.8  mm 

Transmission  spds  5 

Wheelbase  49.6  In. 

Suspension  travel,  F/R   na 

Seat  height  31 .7  In. 

Claimed  dry  weight    200  lb. 

Tires,  F/R  2.75-19/3.00-18  trials 


SUZUKI  DS125 

List  price  $8:t 

Engine  type  two-stroke  Single,  reed  vai  l 

Bore  X  stroke    56  x  50  mn 

Transmission  spds  

Wheelbase   53  I 

Suspension  travel,  F/R    5.7/i' 

Seat  height  i 

Claimed  dry  weight    192  I 

Tires,  F/R   2.75-21/3.25-18  knoblt 

HONDA  XL125S 

List  price  $9!< 

Engine  type  four-stroke  Singe 

Bore  X  stroke    56.5  x  49.5  mn 

Transmission  spds  

Wheelbase   St 

Suspension  travel,  F/R    7.9/6.5  i 

Seat  height  32.3  I 

Claimed  dry  weight    229  I 

Tires,  F/R  2.75-21/4.10-18  tris 

YAMAHA  MX  100 

List  price  $6i( 

Engine  type  two-stroke  Single,  reed  vail 

Bore  X  stroke   52  x  45.6  mi 

Transmission  spds  

Wheelbase    47  I 

Suspension  travel,  F/R   4.4/3.3  I 

Seat  height   29  i 

Claimed  dry  weight    170  I 

Tires,  F/R   2.50-18/3.50-16  knobc 
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YAMAHAXS400F 

I  lime  A  workhorse.  Transportation.  A  com-     the  391cc  XS4(X).  In  1978  a 

g  rid-   J^^^^^m^m.  muter  bike.  economy,  "spoked-wheel.  dr 

lO.s  or  fljlnnl^^^l  ^^ur  'est  Yamaha  XS400F  didn't  stir  the     kick-start-only  version  was  adc 
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FThere  was  a  lime  ^3 
jcn  beginning  rid-  ^jlW^^^mm^ 

bought  1 00s  or  illiMlB^a 
!os  or  maybe  250s.  '  ■^rMHfl* 

Li  when  a  500  was  a  ^^^^^  ^^^B^ 
,  bike.  Today,  most  ^^^^ 
)  the  new  motorcv-  'C'Y^^C^LE 
»  .sold  are  750s  and  WORLD 
oer  aj^  400cc  ma-  V^B^SV* 
ntes' nave  become   m  KS^^ m 
)Toductory  motorcycles. 
A  lot  of  people  think  of  400s  as  com- 
Jiter  bikes,  a  nanietag  which  may  not  be 
jctly  applicable.  Any  of  the  400s  sold 
M'  are  quite  capable  of  transporting  a 
aer  across  the  continent  as  well  as  across 
ivn.  But  considering  the  range  of  powcr- 
>  and  exciting  superbikes  available,  how 
;ss  one  describe  the  average  400? 


A  workhorse.  Transportation.  A  com- 
muter bike. 

Our  test  Yamaha  XS400F  didn't  stir  the 
stafl'  road  racer  to  fits  ol"  poetic  praise, 
didn  t  convince  the  editor  to  park  his 
CX500.  didn't  motivate  the  tourer  to  give 
up  his  XS750  or  the  oft-road  ace  to  ^gfl^ike 
knobbies. 

What  it  did  do  was  its  job  without 
complaint,  carrying  first  one.  then  another, 
then  another  staH'er  where  Ihev  had  to  go, 
no  problem.  One  man  labeled  the  Yamaha 
XS400  "a  nice  little  bike."  and  he  was 
right. 

This  particular  nice  little  bike  started  as 
the  XS360.  introduced  in  late  1975.  For 
1977  the  358cc  XS360  gained  3mm  of  bore 
size  (from  66mm  to  69mm).  while  the 
stroke  remained  at  52.4mm,  and  became. 


the  39 Ice  XS400.  In  1978  an  XS400-2 
economy,  'spoked-wheel.  drum-brake, 
kick-start-onlv  version  was  added,  known 
in  1979  as  the  XS400-2F.  The  subject  of 
this  test,  however,  is  the  delu.xe.  XS400I . 

The  powerplant  is  a  sohc.  two-valves- 
per-cylinder.  wet-sump  Twin  witlf  a  plain 
bearing  crankshaft.  The  roller-chain- 
driven  camshaft  rides  directly  in  the  alu- 
minum cylinder  head,  without  insert  bear- 
ings, and  the  cam  chain  lensioner  is 
automatic.  Valve  lash  adjustment  is  con- 
ventional tappet,  requiring  no  special  tools 
or  .shims.  Carburetion  is  handled  by  two 
34mm  C\'  Mikunis  with  enrichment  cir- 
cuits for  cold  starting;  ignition  by  two  .sets 
of  points  operated  off  the  left  side  of  the 
camshaft.  Gear  primary  drive  feeds  power 
to  a  multi-plate  wet  clutch  and  a  six-speed> 


1  Economical  Twin  With  Convenience  Features  and  High  Style 


transmission.  Final  drive  is  chain. 

It  sounds  conventional,  and  is.  Even 
Yamaha  calls  this  motorcycle  a  commuter 
bike,  and  Yamaha  engineers  listed  among 
their  design  goals  things  like  simplicity, 
good  mileage  and  the  ability  to  burn  regu- 
lar fuel.  As  might  be  expected,  the  engine 
is  tractable  for  its  size  and  isn't  an  out- 
standing performer.  At  the  dragstrip,  the 
XS400  turned  the  standing-start  quarter- 
mile  in  14.58  seconds  with  a  terminal 
speed  of  86.70.  That's  better  than  the 
KZ400  Kawasaki's  15.60  at  81.66,  but  not 
as  quick  and  fast  as  the  Suzuki  GS425's 
14.43  at  89.91,  the  Honda  Hawk's  14.08  at 
90.90  and  the  Yamaha  RD400F's  14.18  at 
91.37. 

In  this  case,  there's  a  direct,  inverse 
relationship  between  power  produced  and 
gas  mileage.  The  XS400F  delivered  58 
mpgon  the  Cycle  M4>rW  mileage  test  loop, 
a  mixture  of  city  streets,  country  roads  and 
expressways.  The  Kawasaki,  which  is 
slower  than  the  Yamaha,  got  62  mpg,  while 
the  faster  and  quicker  Suzuki  yielded  52 
mpg,  the  Yamaha  RD400  49  mpg  and  the 
Honda  Hawk  48  mpg. 

Obviously,  for  a  transportation  ma- 
chine, quarter-mile  performance  isn't  the 
main  objective,  and  in  all  fairness  even  a 
slightly  slow  400  can  outrun  almost  every 
four  wheeled  vehicle  on  the  road.  Then, 
too,  the  Yamaha's  ability  to  squeeze  58  mi. 
out  of  a  precious  gallon  of  fuel  in  normal 
use— with  no  special  attempt  made  to  in- 
crease mileage-is  commendable.  With  a 
tank  capacity  of  3.7  gals.,  the  XS400  has  a 
usable  range  of  200  mi.,  with  reserve  usu- 
ally needed  after  175  mi. 

Also  important  for  a  commuter  bike  is 
comfort.  Any  vertical  Twin  will  vibrate, 
and  the  Yamaha  is  definitely  the  roughest- 
running  four-stroke  400  Twin  on  the  mar- 
ket. All  the  others  have  some  form  of 
dynamic  balancer  to  help  counteract  the 
normal  shaking.  Complicating  the  matter 
is  the  fact  that  the  XS400F  has  the  crank- 
shaft throws  positioned  180°  apart,  which 
means  that  while  the  pistons  in  theory  are 
in  better  primary  balance,  the  power 
puKses  are  uneven.  The  Suzuki  GS425  also 
has  a  180°  crankshaft,  but  overcomes  any 
problem  caused  by  the  uneven  impulses 
with  a  balancer.  Both  the  Kawasaki  and 
Honda  four-stroke  Twins  have  crank 
throws  360°  apart,  which  means  power 
impulses  are  exactly  even,  and  both  have 
counter-rotating  balancer  shafts.  (For  in- 
terest, all  have  plain  bearing  crankshafts 
except  the  Suzuki,  which  uses  a  roller- 
bearing  crankshaft.  Of  the  four,  only  the 
Suzuki  is  dohc.) 

In  practical  application,  what  all  this 
means  is  that  the  simpler  Yamaha  buzzes 
through  the  handlebars,  seat  and  footpegs 
at  highway  speeds,  and  blurs  the  rearview 
mirrors  enough  that  watching  the  back 
door  is  impossible  at  any  speed.  At  low 
rpm.  in  city  traffic  the  vibration  isn't  bad. 
and  the  engine  does  seem  to  smooth  out 
above  7000  rpm,  but  at  every  speed  be- 
tween 50  and  70  mph  the  bike  shakes  > 


Easy-to-service  parallel  Twin  uses  battery 
and  points  ignition,  tias  normal  adjustable 
tappets  and  doesn't  need  cam  chain 
adjustment. 


Unusual  among  Japanese  400cc  four-sti 
Twins  in  not  having  counterrotating  balar 
shafts,  the  Yamaha  is  a  vibrator,  but  it's 
a  simple  motor  to  service. 


Front  forks  on  the  XS400  are  conventional  in 
design,  but  supple  due  to  low  seal  friction 
and  good  damping  rates. 


While  the  XS400  uses  34mm  CV  carbi 
other  400  Twins,  it  suffers  less  from  a  tw 
throttle  response. 
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enough  to  be  either  noticeable,  annoying, 
or  irritating,  depending  upon  the  current 
state  of  mind  of  the  rider.  Compared  to  the 
XS650  Yamaha  or  any  British  Twin,  the 
XS400  is  dead  smooth.  Compared  to  other 
Japanese  400s.  it's  not. 

Around  town,  the  XS400  shines  in  sev- 
eral ways.  First,  the  engine  is  less  peaky 
than  other  400s,  responding  nicely  at  low 
speeds  and  doesn't  suddenly  come  on  the 
cam,  yet  is  willing  to  pull  up  to  and  beyond 
the  redline  without  any  flat  spots  or  lulls  in 
power  delivery  along  the  way.  Second,  the 
constant  vacuum  carburetors  are  more 
controllable  at  low  engine  speeds  than 
those  on  other  400s.  In  many  cases,  CV 
carbs  contribute  to  excessive  snatchiness 
and  make  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  main- 
tain a  constant  speed— the  slightest  move- 
ment of  the  twist  grip  has  the  motorcycle 
accelerating  or  decelerating.  That  isn't  the 
case  with  the  Yamaha,  and  the  carbs  im- 
prove gas  mileage  as  well. 

In  addition,  the  Yamaha's  carbs  contrib- 
ute to  excellent  cold-start  response,  an  area 
of  serious  problems  w  ith  some  machines. 
All  it  takes  in  the  morning  to  start  the 
Yamaha  is  full  choke  with  no  throttle,  and 
after  a  few  seconds  the  bike  can  be  ridden 
away.  Ride  down  to  the  street  corner  and 
push  the  choke— which  is  mounted  on  the 
left  carburetor  body-halfway  in.  then 
down  to  the  traffic  signal  and  push  it  all  the 
way  in.  There's  no  waiting  until  the  engine 
comes  up  to  normal  operating  tempera- 
ture, no  bucking  or  stalling  with  the  choke 
on,  no  trouble  with  the  engine  idling  at 
4000  rpm  with  the  choke  on.  The  carbure- 
tors simply  work,  and  that's  saying  some- 
thing considering  the  problems  caused  by 
emission  standards  carbs  on  some  motor- 
cycles. And  because  the  twist  grip  must 
only  open  two  butterfly  valves,  not  raise 
carburetor  slides,  holding  the  throttle  open 
for  long  periods  of  time  isn't  tiring. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  transmission  is 
less  than  perfect.  At  the  dragstrip.  the  bike 
refused  to  shift  into  second  gear  three 
times  when  the  rider  attempted  a  power- 
shift  out  of  the  gate.  Even  in  normal  street 
use  shifting  is  less  than  smooth,  and  at 
times  it  was  difficult  to  find  neutral  or  first 
at  a  stop.  The  best  transmission  action 
came  when  the  rider  made  an  eR"ort  to  shift 
deliberately  and  positively  (or  relied  on 
sheer  force  during  powershifts).  The  clutch 
dragged  and  grabbed  when  hot.  especially 
at  the  dragstrip,  but  never  did  show  any 
signs  of  slipping  at  the  track  or  on  the 
street. 

There  is  some  debate  among  staff  mem- 
bers as  to  the  necessity  of  a  six-speed 
transmission.  There  may  be  a  case  that  the 
six  ratios  are  needed  only  for  competitive 
sales  appeal.  But  it's  also  true  that  the 
engine  makes  its  best  power  above  6500 
rpm  (an  indicated  70  mph  in  sixth  gear) 
and  that  the  relatively  close  six  speeds 
makes  it  easy  to  keep  the  revs  above  6500 
rpm  when  the  rider  wants  maximum  accel- 
eration. Sometimes,  even  a  commuter  bike 
rider  wants  to  gas  it  up,  and  the  six  speed 
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transmission  is  a  good  thing,  then. 

While  Yamaha  did  a  great  job  building  a 
teardrop  tank  that  actually  holds  enough 
fuel,  style  suppressed  function  in  the  case 
of  the  seat.  Yamaha  research  shows  that 
people  like  rounded  lines  and  step  seals, 
and  the  XS4(X)  has  both.  But  combined 
with  the  handlebar  bend  and  the  footpeg 
position,  the  seat  is  all  wrong  for  most 
average-sized  riders.  One  staff  member, 
who  stands  6-fool-2  and  loves  touring  be- 
hind a  windshield,  thought  the  seating  was 


just  fine.  But  the  under-six-foot  stafft 
who  prefer  to  lean  into  the  wind  thoug 
that  the  pegs  were  too  far  forward  and  t 
bars  all  wrong.  The  step  in  the  seat  fi> 
seating  position  and  keeps  the  rider  frc 
moving  back,  forcing  a  sit-straight-up  pc 
ture  and  inducing  backaches  and  st 
necks  on  the  interstate,  especially  in  t 
face  of  a  headwind.  What's  more,  the  se 
is  either  too  hard  or  shaped  wrong  whe 
the  rider  must  sit,  contributing-  with  t. 
ever-present  vibration— to  a  numb  bi| 
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ith  20  min.  of  riding.  Several  riders  also 
Dmplained  that  the  seat  shape  caused 
lem  to  slide  forward,  bunching  pants  and 
inching  privates. 

The  forks  are  compHant  enough  to  deal 
ith  any  type  of  road  surface,  from  smooth 
)  choppy,  but  the  shocks— even  on  the 
)west  spring  preload  position— transmit 
nail,  repeatmg  bumps  like  the  expansion 
)ints  found  in  concrete  roadways.  On  the 
orst  section  of  concrete  freeway,  the  forks 
bsorb  every  joint  while  the  shocks  beat 


the  rider's  kidneys.  For  more  sporting  use. 
the  suspension  holds  up  fine,  without  caus- 
ing any  serious  handling  problems.  How- 
ever, as  in  the  case  of  most  Yamaha  street 
bikes,  the  rider  must  adapt  to  instant  and 
drastic  fork  dive  under  braking,  a  charac- 
teristic of  compliant  front  ends. 

The  single  disc  brakes  found  front  and 
rear  on  the  XS400  are  powerful,  although 
the  rear  disc  is  overly  sensitive  and  prone  to 
lock  up  despite  the  best  efforts  of  the  rider 
to  avoid  a  locked  rear  wheel.  Especially 


when  downshifting  before  a  turn,  the  rear 
wheel  locks  and  skids  if  the  brake  is  used  at 
all.  In  braking  tests,  the  XS400  slopped  in 
33  feet  from  30  mph  and  138  feet  from  60 
mph.  Braking  performance  was  limited  by 
the  original  equipment  tires.  Bridgestone 
3.00S-I8  Super  Speed  21  F2  in  front  and 
3.50S-18  Super  Speed  21  R2  in  the  rear. 
The  tires  are  mounted  on  Yamaha  cast 
aluminum  wheels. 

The  tires  also  limit  the  cornering  ability 
of  the  motorcycle,  reaching  their  limits 
before  the  chassis  reaches  its  limits.  The 
XS400  responds  very  quickly  to  rider  in- 
put, and  is  a  throwable  motorcycle— you 
can  charge  up  to  a  curve  and  throw  the  bike 
into  it  without  facing  a  wrestling  match. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Yamaha  is  very 
sensitive  to  sidewinds  and  road  surface 
imperfections.  A  strong,  gusting  sidewind 
will  move  the  bike  across  a  lane  before  the 
rider  can  correct,  but  that's  a  problem  with 
all  relatively  light  motorcycles. 

Cornering  clearance  is  adequate.  When 
things  begin  to  scrape,  the  folding  footpegs 
ground  first  on  both  sides,  followed  closely 
by  the  muffler/headpipe  junction  bolt  on 
the  right  and  the  centerstand  on  the  left. 
Once  the  solid  stuff  has  touched  down, 
pushing  any  harder  will  unload  the  tires 
and  start  one  or  both  wheels  sliding.  If  the 
rear  end  kicks  out.  that's  one  thing,  but 
saving  a  front  wheel  slide  can  be  difficult. 
While  not  a  problem  the  buyer  of  a  com- 
muter bike  is  likely  to  encounter,  anybody 
who  plans  to  ride  the  XS400  hard  on  twisty 
roads  had  best  invest  in  a  set  of  high 
performance  tires  and  practice  dirt-track 
slides. 

Controls  and  instruments  are  first  rate. 
The  speedometer  and  tach  numbers  glow 
yellow  at  night  and  are  easier  to  read  than 
the  numbers  found  on  other  brands  of 
motorcycles.  The  fork  lock  is  incorporated 
into  the  ignition  lock,  a  convenient  feature 
not  found  on  all  other  four-stroke  400 
Twins.  Yamaha's  locking  gas  cap  is  the  best 
in  the  business,  easy  to  open  and  use 
without  any  cover  flap  to  get  in  the  way. 
Because  the  cap  is  hinged,  it  has  a  place  to 
stay  when  open,  and  the  filler  opening  is 
located  just  off  center  so  that  it's  upper- 
most when  the  bike  is  on  the  sidestand  — 
the  rider  doesn't  have  to  put  the  bike  on 
the  centerstand  to  fill  the  tank  to  the  brim. 

Yamaha  was  first  with  a  self-canceling 
turn  signal,  and  if  the  rider  doesn't  want  to 
leave  the  signals  flashing,  there's  an  easy- 
to-use  manual  cancel  feature-pushing  the 
.switch  straight  in  with  the  thumb  stops  the 
flashing. 

Maintenance  is  a  snap.  The  XS400  is 
simple  and  demands  no  special  tools  or 
skills  for  tune-ups.  Owners  have  written  in 
to  tell  us  how  much  they  love  their  XS400's 
looks,  and  how  reliable  the  bike  has  been. 
It's  not  big  enough  to  intimidate  anybody 
and  does  what  it's  asked  to  do. 

The  Yamaha  XS400F  is  a  functional, 
economical,  simple  400cc  four-stroke  Twin 
with  good  looks  and  convenience  features. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $1774 

Engine  sohc  Twin 

Bore  X  stroke  .  69  x  52.4mm 

Displacement  391  cc 

Compression  ratio  9.3:1 

Carburetion   (2)  34mm 

Mikuni  CV 

Air  filtration  dry  foam 

Ignition  battery/points 

Claimed  power   na 

Claimed  torque       23.2  ft. 

lb.  @  8000  rpm 

Lubrication 

system   wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  2.7  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  3.7  gal. 

Recommended 

fuel  regular 

Starter  electric,  kick 

Alternator   12v188w 

Headlight  40/30w 

tungsten 

Clutch  multi-disc  wet 

Primary 
drive     straight-cut  gear 

Final  drive  #530  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

6th  6.87 

5th  7.61 

4th  8.88 

3rd  10.94 

2nd   13.03 

1st  19.82 

Front  suspension 

 telescopic  fork 

travel  5.5  in. 

Rear 

suspension  ...  swing  arm 
travel  3.9  in. 

Front  tire  3.00S-18  Bridge- 
stone  Super  Speed-21  F2 

Rear  tire  .3.50S-18  Bridge- 
stone  Super  Speed-21  R2 

Front  brake  10.5  in.  disc 

Rear  brake  10.5  in.  disc 

Total  brake  swept 
area  178  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (1 60-lb. 
rider)   3.09  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase  53.7  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  27° 

Trail   3.3  in. 

Handlebar  width  .  29.5  in. 

Seat  height  31  in. 

Seat  width  9  in. 

Footpeg  height   11.5  in. 

Ground  clearance  ...  5.9  in. 

Test  weight  (w/ half- 
tank  fuel)  390  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 
percent  45.5/54.5 

Gross  vehicle  weight 
rating  735  lb. 

Load  capacity  345  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph  5600  rpm 

Power/weight  ratio 

(1 60-lb.  rider)  na 

Fuel  consumption  58  mpg 
Speedometer  error: 

30  mph  indicated  . 30  mph 

60  mph  indicated  58  mph 
Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   33  ft. 

from  60  mph   138  ft. 

Standing  start 

'/4-mile  14.58 

sec.  @  86.70  mph 
Speed  after 

Vz  mile   97  mph 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   33  mph 

2nd  51  mph 

3rd   61  mph 

4th   75  mph 

5th   87  mph 

6th   96  mph 

Acceleration 

0-30  2.0  sec. 

0-40  3.1  sec. 

0-50  4.6  sec. 

0-60  6.2  sec. 

0-70  8.7  sec. 

0-80  11.1  sec. 

0-90  16.1  sec. 
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Scoff  Parker  (40X)  odds-or,  favorite  for  Rookie  of  ff,e  Year,  leads  Steve  Eklur^d  (1 1)  and  Gary  Scott  at  the  Ct^arity  Nevvsies 


Chasing  the  Brawn 

Haliway  Through  the  AM  A  Grand  National  Season,  Its  Still  Anybody's  Year. 


li*"'  l^'ntl  of  a  scMson  Ikis  k  been 
Wmm  >>o  far?  At  the  end  of  the  lirst  lesz 

'  ^of  the  Ameriean  Motorcvclist  As"- 
i  ialion's  CJrand  Natkmal  C'liainpii>n- 
ip/ Winston  Pro  Series,  lo  give  the 
iper  name,  it's  been  one  hclkna  good 

iSaselined  by  the  knowledge  that  de- 
Lding  champ  Jay  Springsteeti  and  arch- 
ill Steve  F.kiund  would  be  going  at  it  in 
ine  way.  shape  or  form,  the  (irsi  13  events 
■jc  been  unpredictable  in  terms  ol'win- 
.o.  losers  and  contenders, 
iriic  to  (brm.  Springsteen  was  not  the 
)ler  at  the  end  of  the  lirst  leg  of  the 
iiston  Pro  Series  point  fund  pavotl".  He 
n't  been  in  anv  of  the  previous  three 

I  i  by  Gary  Van  Voorhis  Cycle  News 


by  Gary  Van  Voorhis 

seasons  either  and  he\  uone  on  to  take  the 
title  anwvav. 

Ihis  vcar  things  are  different  and 
Springsteen  faces  the  toughest  challence 
in  hisc.ireer.  l  or  at  the  halfway  point.  boUi 
tklund  and  Randy  Go.ss  enjoved  34  and 
17  point  margins  respectivelv  on  Sprino- 
steen. 

If  you  like  v  arietv.  the  first  WPS  leg  had 
plenty  of  it.  Through  the  C  astle  Rock  TT 
the  13th  of2«  Nationals.  10  diflerent  riders 
had  shown  up  to  collect  the  winner's  share 
of  the  purse. 

Although  there  are  five  road  race  Na- 
tionals scheduled  -Dale  Singleton  and 
Skip  Aksland  won  Daytona  and  Loudon. 


respectivelv    within  the  course  of  the  .sea- 
son, iho  lilk'  w  ill  he  decided  on  the  din.  It 
has  been  in  the  past  three  vears  and  this  ; 
year  looks  to  be  no  different,  although  it  1 
may  not  be  Springsteen  who  conies  out  on 
top. 

Springsteen  has  racked  up  three  Na- 
tional wins  thus  far.  raising  his  career  total 
to  24.  and  was  in  solid  command  in  each. 
Vet  the  defending  champ  is  a  lt)ng  way 
from  the  front  of  the  pi)mt  standinas.     "  i 

This  may  well  end  up  being  a  vcar  i 
Springsteen  will  want  to  forget ...  at  feast 
the  lirst  half  anyway.  Injuries  in  the  form 
of  an  accident-caused  pulled  thigh  muscle 
and  bruised  groin  and  a  nagginu  virus 
combined  to  keep  him  on  the  sidehnes  in  > 
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,  Jay  Springsteen,  working  for  another  late-season  comeback. 


I  Mike  Kidd.  whose  Army  sponsorship  is  paying  off  for  him  and  the  Army,  cuts  new  grooves  in 
I  his  rear  tire. 


both  the  Houston  TI  and  Short  Track 
Nationals. 

Add  to  that  time  spent  in  a  hospital 
early  in  May  having  the  virus  diagnosed  as 
a  urinary  infection  and  you  have  the  basis 
for  his  missing  the  San  Jose  Mile. 

Being  in  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong 
time  at  the  Castle  Rock  TT  -in  this  case 
the  first  turn  under  a  pile  of  five  other 
riders  that  added  up  to  one  broken  bike 
and  pulled  muscles  in  his  left  shoulder 
and  Springer  was  on  the  sidelines  four 
times  in  1 1  Nationals.  Not  a  very  enviable 
start  to  the  season,  especially  for  the  de- 
fending champ. 

But  when  Springsteen  was  on  the  track 
he  was  there  to  do  business.  At  the  Sacra- 
mento Mile  he  fought  off  the  nauseating 
effects  of  his  intestinal  infection  to  place 
third  behind  Mike  Kidd  and  Eklund. 

It  was  a  start  to  the  season.  But  when 
Eklund  won  San  Jose  the  next  week. 
Springer  found  himself  46  points  shy  of 
first  place. 

50/CYCLE  WORLD 


The  best  way  to  beat  an  opponent  is  to 
stagger  him  with  a  good  blow  and  keep  on 
hitting.  Springsteen  did  just  that  at  the 
Ascot  Half  Mile  in  an  almost  Je/a  vu  replav 
of  the  masterful  ride  that  decided  the  1978 
championship.  The  cast  was  the  same- 
Springsteen  and  Eklund— and  .so  was  the 
outcome. 

In  cjuick  succession  Springer  reeled  off 
two  more  wins  on  the  half  mile  tracks  at 
Laurel.  Maryland  and  Louisville.  Ken- 
tucky. He  had  shown  everyone  that  he  was 
back. 

Eklund  is  the  only  other  rider  thus  far  to 
score  more  than  one  National  win.  His 
luck,  which  went  sour  at  times  last  year, 
has  returned.  .Although  the  way  he  won  the 
San  Jose  Mile  wasn't  luck,  the  way  he  got 
there  surely  was. 

Eklund  must  have  had  a  sick  feeling 
when  he  felt  his  bike  losing  fire  while 
running  third  at  San  Jose.  But  Lady  Luck, 
in  the  form  of  rain  and  a  red  Hag.  was  by 
his  side  as  he  coasted  to  the  pits  on  lap 


seven  v\  ith  a  dead  battery. 

A  place  at  the  back  of  the  single  fii" 
restart  (after  fitting  a  fresh  batter\ )  d:t 
little  to  dampen  Eklund"s  enthusiasm.  ; 
those  in  front  found  out. 

By  the  final  lap  four  riders- Eklunr 
Rick  Graham.  Gary  Scott  and  Steve  Mon 
head  -had  a  shot  at  the  win.  but  it  w;, 
Eklund  at  the  flag.  From  fourth  to  tirst 
half  a  lap.  Graham  ended  .Scott's  hopes  f»f 
second  and  Morehead  nearly  did  tH 
same. 

At  the  Santa  Fe  TT.  Eklund  staged  I 
come-from-behind  win  that  was  one  of  tH; 
most  exciting  races  seen  in  a  long  timn 
Caught  on  the  starting  line  in  neutral.  H 
cut  a  swath  through  traffic  to  mo%o  inr 
third  on  lap  16  of  25. 

Springsteen,  on  his  factory  Harlcy  an 
Garv  Scott  on  his  trustv  750cc  Triumf] 
were  obliN  ious  to  f.-.klund.  having  engagoj 
in  a  battle  of  their  own  at  the  from.  Tw 
laps  to  go  and  Eklund  was  past  Scoit;  oic 
lap  to  go.  Springer  lost  traction  for  a 
instant  and  fiklund  was  gone,  it  was  H 
second  straight  TT  win  at  Santa  Ee 

Although  Eklund  is  reluctant  to  adnr 
it.  .m  injury  to  the  tendons  in  his  rig§ 
hand  three  weeks  prior  to  his  Santa  Fe  T 
win,  in  a  warm-up  event  at  the  sam 
track.will  probably  cause  him  to  ride  ii 
jurcd  for  the  rest  of  the  sea.son. 

The  list  of  first  time  winners  shows  ihn 
names:  Mickey  I  av.  Randy  Goss  and  Br:i 
Hurst. 

Mickey  Fay  prtnided  Honda  with  a 
instant  sales  boost  when  he  wnn  tH. 
Houston  TT  on  an  XR500  in  ruii-aw:\ 
fashion  from  the  Triumph  of  John  Gennn 
and  Rand)  Goss"  Harley.  The  diNtinr 
thunip-thump-thump  of  the  500cc  Sing 
has  been  heard  doubly  k)ud  since  Honoi 
joined  \amaha  m  the  dirt  track  (11  i  gann 

Randy  Goss.  in  his  third  year  on  til 
circuit,  has  finally  come  into  his  own.  1+ 
equipmenl.  sponsored  bv  Klotz/Wisei; 
and  built  ancf  tuned  by  himself  and  H 
father-in-law.  Larrv  Johnson,  with  ado 
tional  help  from  lex  Peel  and  John  Applf 
is  finalK  living  up  lo  his  talent. 

Goss  will  never  astound  anvone  w  ith  H 
style,  but  everytime  you  look  over  yoc 
shoulder  he's  there.  The  Middletown  H:l 
Mile  was  just  waiting  for  him.  it  was  H 
dav  on  the  groove  track,  so  much  so  ihat  i 
one  even  posed  a  real  threat. 

Consistency  has  proved  lo  he  Go:c 
strong  suit  and  with  seyen  finishes  in  tl 
top  four  in  just  1 1  events,  he  has  to 
giving  both  Eklund  and  Springer  .sortn 
thing  to  think  about. 

Brad  Hurst  was  the  third  rider  u>  add  I 
name  to  the  list  of  first  time  Nation 
winners.  Hurst  did  a  last-to-first  nuniH 
on  the  Castle  Rock  TT  aboard  his  Mess « 
Performance/KRW  Triumph.  Fklum 
aboard  the  Zanotti  Enterprises/ Casti. 
750cc  Yamaha  for  thejumpless  course,  a  i 
Triumph  mounted  Mickey  Fay  had  th  r 
own  private  war  going  for  the  lead  whr 
Hurst  blew  them  away. 

The  three  remaining  dirt  track  Nation. r 
fell  10  riders  who  have  already  carded  oc 


Springer  gives  the  Louisville  crowd  the  sign         Steve  Ekiund,  racing  to  cut  his  number  plate  € 
and  Bill  Werner  runs  through  his  mental         in  half, 
checklist.  Springsteen  went  on  to  win. 


The  team  of  Skip  Aksland.  left,  and  Mert  Lawwill  is  working  well. 


more  career  wins:  Ted  Boodv,  Mike 
jdd  and  Terry  Foovey. 
EBoody  gdt  a'  leg  up' on  the  season  in  a 
irry,  Having  been  dropped  bv  the 
iirley-Davidson  team  after  two  seasons. 
>ody  was  out  to  let  everyone  know  that 
f  was  still  a  winner.  There's  no  better  wav 
bdo  that  than  before  nearly  40.000  cheer- 
I  fans  in  the  Houston  Astrodome  Short 

(HCk. 

^s  a  master  of  the  techniques  of  getting 
ithe  first  turn  first  and  making  the  most 
i  a  narrow  groove.  Boody  was  right  in 
me  at  Houston,  l-.klund  and  Goss  were 
Uuced  to  waiting  for  a  mistake  and 
j'odv,  when  he's  on.  doesn't  make 
2s  takes. 

-His  racing  sea.son  was  shortened  some- 
iiat  by  a  horrible  high  speed  crash  in  the 
T  nston  Pro  Series  National  road  race  at 
judon.  Boody  ran  ofl"  the  track  with 
(Other  rider  and  sustained  a  broken  left 
'.ist,  a  dislocated  left  elbow,  torn  cartilage 
iboth  knees  and  numerous  bashes  and 
uises  about  the  head  and  shoulders. 
"II  be  back  in  action"  before  the  end  of 
•  season. 

•Alike  Kidd  waited  a  year  for  his  .Army 
ions»)rship.  The  Armv  only  had  to  vsait 
ilil  the  Sacramento  Mile,  the  fourth  Na- 
mal  of  the  .season,  for  their  payofi'.  Kidd 
1  in  a  brilliant  ride  on  his  Siormev 
finters  tuned  \R  (put  together  the  night 
rorc  and  fired  up  for  the  first  time  at  the 
■*k)  to  lead  l-.klund  by  less  than  two  bike 
jgths  at  the  end  of  2>  mi. 
Xidd  is  enjoying  one  of  his  best  seasons 
rihis  eight-year  career  and  is  spending  a 
lod  deal  of  time  on  Army  promotions 
U  other  public  relations  functions  that 
;  along  with  the  sponsorship  package, 
mi  having  a  ball."  he  savs  \s  iih  a  smile. 
ilerr\  Poo\e\.  uinner  of  the  C'haritv 
vwMCs  Half  Mile,  h.is  been  pla\ing  pick- 

lor  most  of  the  season.  He  has  no 
jular  sponsor  and  has  ridden  for  Tex 
1:1.  Sonin  lUiircs  and  Doug  Sehl.  It  was 
oard  Sehl's  XR  that  he  picked  up  his 
Dond  career  National  win  at  the  Newsies. 
tNot  content  to  be  second  after  leading 

opening  laps.  Poovey  put  a  k)t  of 
assure  on  leader  (  ork  v  Keener,  it  appar- 
lly  worked.  Keener  left  him  with  a  scant 
lening  that  Poovey  took  as  the  pair  en- 
•x'd  turn  three  at  the  halfway  point, 
sner  slid  wide  and  ended  up  watching 
1  finish  frv)ni  the  has  bales  on  the  outside 
llhe  corner 

There  are  other  riders  who  bear 

J  clung. 

( iary  Scott.  otT  to  his  best  start  since  his 
s  winning  1975  sea.son.  has  given  up 
luting  (or  si>  it  appears)  and  has  gotten 
An  to  racing. 

iiarth  Brow  continuallv  proves  to  the 
rptics  that  with  good  machinerv  he  is  a 
s.stant  threat. 

Xick  Hocking  hasn't  been  seen  much  in 
past  two  .seasons,  but  he  is  still  com- 
litive  and  is  making  a  strong  comeback 
ilform  ance. 

•ick  Ciraham  is  a  name  few  people 
<^sidc  ot  C  alifornia  had  heard  before  the 


beginning  of  the  season.  However.  Gra- 
ham has  made  a  name  for  himself  by 
adapting  readih  to  the  various  stvles  of 
tracks  on  the  eastern  sw  ing  of  the  circuit. 
He  ll  be  one  to  watch  in  years  to  come. 

C  orky  Keener  is  having  one  of  his  best 
sea.sons  ever  despite  losing  his  sponsorship 
from  Harley- Davidson. 

Scott  Parker  is  the  \oungesl  rider  (he 
will  be  18  in  November)  ever  to  earn  an 
F.xperi  dirt  track  license.  He  is  making  a 
shambles  of  what  initially  promised  to  be 
one  ol  the  classic  Rookie  of  the  Year 
battles  in  recent  vears.  His  exuberance  on 
the  track  has  led  to  his  dow  nfall  literally 
in  some  instances— yet  two  appearances  in 
the  winner's  circle  already  this  season  bear 
evidence  of  a  multitude  of  talent  that  just 
needs  seasoning. 

Steve  Morehead  the  happv.  outgoing 
privateer  is  now  Morehead  the  quiet  fac- 
tory Harley-Davidson  rider.  Bad  luck,  in 
the  form  of  minor  problems,  has  plagued 
him  enough  times  to  cloud  the  resources  of 


talent  he  has.  But  when  he  gets  on  the 
track,  watch  out. 

Skip  Aksland.  one  of  the  few  riders  as  at 
home  on  the  pavement  as  on  the  dirt, 
picked  up  the  Loudon  road  race  National 
win.  But  on  the  dirt.  Skipper  has  been 
facing  a  drought.  Aksland  tweaked  his 
collarbone  in  an  e^rly  season  accident  and 
didn't  gel  back  to  100  percent  form  until 
near  the  halfway  mark.  It  wasn't  until  the 
Charily  Newsies  that  he  and  Lawwill  fi- 
nally felt  they  had  meshed  as  a  team. 

On  paper.  Aksland's  match-up  with 
Laww  ill  tuning  on  dirt  and  his  brother  Bud 
as  the  road  race  end  of  the  team,  appeared 
to  be  a  solid  bet  for  the  championship. 
Although  bad  luck  has  slowed  his  charge, 
he  could  still  disrupt  a  lot  of  well  laid 
plans. 

The  final  half  of  the  sea.son  will  tell  the 
tale.  It  is  there  especially  in  the  four  Mile 
Nationals  sandwiched  into  the  final  six 
weekends  -  that  the  title  mav  be  won  or 
lost.  a 
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THE  HIGH  PRia  OF  BEIHG  INDIVIDUAL 


This  is  obviously  not  a 
machine  for  everyone. 

It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
only  machine  for  one  certain 
dynamic,  yet  sane,  class  of  rider. 

Those  individuals  to  whom  a 
perfect  balance  in  all  things- 
including  their  all-important 
riding  demands— is  everything. 


Model 

RIOORS 

RIOORT 

RIOOS 

RIOOT 

R80/7 

R65 

Overall 
Height 

5I.2' 

57.8" 

47,6" 

42.5' 

42.5 

42. 5' 

Dry 
Weight 

46]  lbs 

472 Ihs 

44llbl> 

4)6  lbs 

4)0  lbs 

408  lbs 

Engine 
Capacity 

980  ic 

980  tl 

980  tc 

980  11 

797  tc 

650  ic 

Bore/ 
Slroke 
mm 

94/70.6 

94/70.6 

94/70.6 

94/70.6 

84.4/70.6 

82/61.5 

We  know  them  well— these 
balanced,  un-mass  produced 
individuals.  We  build  the  most 
excellent,  enduring— and  in- 
dividualistic—machines on  the 
road  for  them. 
Less  weight,  more  agility. 
The  BMW  RlOO  RS  you  see  atop 
this  lofty  pass  is  designed  to  our 
individual's  nimblest  needs. 

It  reflects  BMW's  philosophy 
of  handling  with  a  dry  weight 
nearly  one  hundred  pounds  less 
than  motorcycles  with  a  similar 
cubic  capacity. 

Instead  of  following  the  mad 
rush  of  the  mass  produced 
bikes  to  a  cumbersome 

FOR  ONE  lONG 
STOP 


and  overcomplicated 

•  sameness— its  unique 
air-cooled  twin  opposed  flat 
engine  develops  a  high  degree 
of  torque  through  an  exceed- 
ingly wide  range  of  r.p.m. 
The  unique  BMW  fairing. 
The  design,  performance  and 
consequent  look  of  the  BMW 
Integral  Fairing  is  totally  unlike 
anything  else  to  be  seen  on  the 
world's  roads  today. 

As  its  name  implies,  it  is  de- 
signed to  be  an  integral  part  — 
not  an  afterthought— of  the 
BMW  RlOO  RS  shown  here. 

The  unrivalled  aerodynamic 
soundness  of  this  BMW  fairing 
is  the  result  of  hundreds  of 
hours  of  wind 
tunnel  testing 
at  simulated 
Autobahn 
speeds  in 
excess  of  200 
kilometers 
an  hour. 
Limited  Production.  Last 
year,  less  than  five  hundred 
new,  individually  constructed 
BMW  RlOO  RS's  were  allotted 
to  the  American  marketplace 
and  took  to  the  American  road. 
To  the  individual 

•  belong  the  spoils. 


Stratrgically  placed  "spoilers" 
creaie  down  forces  lo  improve 
handling. 


See  ihe  full  line  of  BMW's  at  your  local  BMW  Dealer— lisied  in  Yellow  Pajtes.  Ask  about  out  special  European  Delivt-ry  Plan,  For  ihe  complete  BMW 
brochure,  write:  Butler  fr  Smith.  Inc.,  Dept.  W  —  |,  Norwood.  N.J.  0764fl  or  Compton,  CA.  90224.  Canada:  BMW  Motorcycle  Distributors.  Ontario. 


POLYGLYCOAT— 

The  amazing  sealant 
that's  been  protect- 
ing new  car  paint 
finishes  for  years,  is 
new  available  to 
protect  vour  bike's 
"inish  too! 

We  know  how  hard  it  is  for  bike  enthusiasts  to  keep 
ifinishes  clean,  shiny  and  new  looking.  So,  we  took  our 
ramous  Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  and  redesigned  It 
into  an  economical  application  kit  especially  for  bikers. 

SAFE.  EASY  TO  USE,  NOT  A  WAX! 

Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  is  a  superior  pen- 
etrant that  protects  your  paint  finish  against  fading,  loss 
of  gloss  and  weather  deterioration.  It  nriakes  your  bike 
easier  to  clean  and  gives  you  less  work— more  time  to 
enjoy  your  bike! 

Ask  for  this  handy  kit  at  quality  bike  shops  or  send  in 
l:he  coupon  for  more  information  and  the  name  of  the 
nearest  Polyglycoat  outlet  in  your  area. 

Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  and  Cleaner. 
For  Mopeds,  Motorcycles  and  Bicycles. 


*  Lusterizing  ^l^^y^ 
Sealant  "^B^^ 

*  Sealant  Cleaner 

*  Application  Instructions 

PREVENTS  FADING, 
LOSS  OF  GLOSS 
AND  WEATHER 
DETERIORATION 

OF  YOUR  BIKES' 
NEW  PAINT  FINISH! 


SEE  IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  AND  COMPLETE  APPUCATION  INSTRUCTIONS 

ON  REVERSE  SIDE 


Polyglycoat  Corporation 

25  North  Broadway,  Tarrytown,  N.Y.  10591 

I'm  interested  in  the  Polyglycoat  handy  bike  kit. 
Please  send  me  more  information. 


NAME  

ADDRESS . 
CtTY  


-STATE . 


-ZIP. 


TELEPHONE  . 


(AREA  CODE) 


:  w 


Exhaust  Ibning 


ention  exhaust  length  tuning  to 
mm  most  people  involved  with  motor- 
"  B  cycles  and  the  discussion  will  cen- 
around  two-stroke  motors.  Certainly 
)pcr  scavenging  of  a  two-stroke  cylinder 
I  be  aided  by  the  shock  wave  phe- 
Tienon  in  a  pipe,  but  the  same  sort  of 
)ck  waves  can  help  scavenge  a  four- 
)ke  motor  and  result  in  a  fatter  power- 
id.  if  not  greater  power, 
-or  four-strokes  of  750  to  lOOOcc  the 
iver  output  per  displacement  is  seldom 
ater  than  100  horsepower  per  liter.  Spe- 
lly  tuned  racing  machines  based  on 
ck  engines  may  get  as  high  as  145  hp/ 
■r,  but  this  is  far  less  than  the  360  to  400 
/liter  achieved  by  racing  two-strokes  of 
•ious  classes.  Yet  shock  wave  phe- 
menon  is  used  on  four-strokes  with 
ich  lower  specific  power  than  the  two- 
)kes  are  delivering.  It's  just  that  the 
ir-strokes  use  the  shock  waves  to  even 
t  fluctuations  in  the  power  curve  while 
)-strokes  use  the  shock  waves  to  boost 
ximum  horsepower 

Puning  the  length  of  exhaust  systems  to 
lefit  from  the  natural  shock  waves  in  the 
laust  doesn't  require  a  separate  exhaust 
tem  for  each  cylinder,  as  might  be  as- 
ned.  Even  4-inlo-l  and  other  collector 
lausts  use  the  technique.  All  it  requires 

four  pipes  of  equal  length,  the  number 
Tiufflers  being  of  little  significance.  How 

exhaust  system  comes  together,  being 
fier  an  interference  or  independent  type, 
mother  story. 


Once  a  Mystery 
Then  a  Tuners  Secret, 
Careful  Selection  of 
Exhaust  Lengths 
Has  Many  Benefits. 

by  Ch.  Christophe 


fig.  1 

40 

35 

30  I 
R 

25  S 
o 

20^ 

15 

10 


rp.m. 


Dilution  waves  can  help  even  out  the  original 
power  curve.  Improvement  can  be  from  7  to 
15  percent.  In  racing  use  the  improvement 
can  be  as  great  as  22  percent. 


To  get  an  idea  of  what  shock  wave 
tuning  can  do  for  a  four-stroke,  look  at  fig. 
I.  The  lower  curve  shows  the  dynamome- 
ter results  of  a  four-stroke  motor  run  with- 
out regard  to  exhaust  length.  At  various 
points  in  the  power  curve  the  power  pro- 
duced jumps  or  drops  as  various  counter- 
acting conditions  operate  in  the  combus- 
tion chamber  Surprisingly,  the  benefits  of 
dilution  waves,  or  shock  waves,  are  more 
important  on  mildly  tuned,  or  less  power- 
ful machines.  With  a  motorcycle  putting 
out  60  bhp  or  more,  power  peaks  are  not 
especially  noticeable  because  peak  power 
isn't  needed  for  usual  riding.  On  a  smaller 
motorcycle  where  the  motor  will  be  oper- 
ated near  peak  output,  the  small  devia- 
tions become  much  more  apparent. 

To  understand  how  shock  waves  can 
work  to  help  scavenge  an  engine,  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  what  occurs  inside 
the  combustion  chamber  during  valve 
overlap;  when  the  exhaust  valve  has  not 
yet  clo.sed  and  the  intake  valve  has  begun 
to  open. 

Imagine  a  four-stroke  engine's  cycle. 
First  the  piston  sucks  in  the  incoming 
mixture,  then  the  second  stroke  com- 
presses the  mixture,  then  as  the  mixture 
burns  w  ith  the  piston  at  the  top  of  its  travel 
a  third  stroke  begins  so  the  power  can  be 
transmitted  to  the  crankshaft.  Finally  a 
fourth  stroke,  an  exhaust  stroke,  pushes  the 
burned  exhaust  gases  out  the  exhaust  port. 

When  the  exhaust  valve  first  opens  a 
pressure  wave  immediately  travels  through 
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Fig.  3 


-EXHAUST  OPENING  298°- 


T.D.P  . 

Inlet  begins  to  open 


7 


/A0° 


30°. 


-from  here  fo  there  228°- 


-maximunn  usable  angle- 


exhaust  closes    Inlet  closes 


the  gases  in  the  exhaust  system  at  a  spe< 
of  18.500  inches  per  second,  or  the  spe( 
of  sound.  When  the  shock  wave  gets  to  tl 
pipe  exit,  a  negative  shock  wave  is  pr 
duced  and  travels  back  through  the  ol 
coming  exhaust  gases. 

Now  think  what  would  happen  if  ever 
thing  were  timed  so  the  negative  shoi 
wave  got  back  to  the  combustion  chamb 
just  before  the  exhaust  valve  closed  ai 
when  the  intake  valve  was  just  opening, 
it  is  timed  just  right,  the  shock  wave, 
dilution  wave,  will  run  right  through  tl 
head,  all  the  way  to  the  carburetor  w  here 
would  help  pull  the  incoming  mixture  in 
the  combustion  chamber.  That  is  how  e 
haust  length  tuning  works.  (See  fig.  2.) 

In  practice  it's  not  so  easy.  When  the  fit 
engine  to  use  pressure  wave  phenomenc 
was  made  in  1892,  engine  speeds  of  2( 
rpm  were  normal.  Designers  Crossley  ai 
Atkinson  found  that  an  exhaust  length 
65  ft.  was  needed  to  take  advantage  of  tl 
dilution  wave.  With  a  size  like  that  it's  r 
wonder  most  automotive  and  aeronautic 
engineers  ignored  pressure  waves  in  cngir 
design  until  the  1920s  when  engine  spee( 
picked  up  enough  to  make  the  use  < 
pressure  waves  practical. 

The  long  exhaust  pipe  length  necessa 
for  low  engine  speeds  is  now  a  simp 
matter  of  calculation,  although  when  tl 
Crossley  engine  was  made  there  must  ha' 
been  considerable  experimentation.  Tl 
shock  wave  begins  when  the  exhaust  val' 
first  opens  and  returns  in  the  amount  ( 
time  it  takes  to  reach  the  end  of  the  exhau 
pipe.  But  the  faster  an  engine  spins,  tl 
less  time  it  takes  from  exhaust  valve  opei 
ing  until  intake  valve  opening  when  tl 
shock  wave  is  most  useful.  Therefore  tl 
length  of  the  exhaust  system  determin 
the  engine  speed  in  which  the  dilutic 
waves  help. 

The  equation  used  to  determine  exhau 
length  is  Bellilove's  equation: 

exhaust  time  „ 


one  revolution  (360°) 
60  sec./min.  ^ 
engine  speed 

18.500  in. /sec. 
4  (constant) 


=  length. 


(See  fig. 

Applying  this  equation  to  a  practic 
application  can  help  explain  how  exhai 
tuning  works.  A  common  cam  timi 
holds  the  exhaust  valve  open  for  298° 
the  engine's  revolution.  The  exhaust  val 
opens  at  78°  before  the  piston  reach 
bottom  dead  center,  stays  open  for  tl 
180°  exhaust  stroke  plus  another  40°  in' 
the  intake  stroke. 

Plugging  this  common  example  into  t 
equation  gives: 


Calculated  according  to  a  common  cam  timing,  dilution  waves  can  help  pull  gases  through 
the  combustion  chamber  for  as  much  as  80°  of  the  engine's  cycle. 


298°  exhaust 
360° 

18.500  in./sec. 


X  60  sec./min.  x 
6000  rpm 

=  38.2  in.  exhaust  leng 
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Tech.  Illustrations  liy  Lou  Bri 


Fig.  4 
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Length  of  Exhaust  Pipe 


exhaust  pipe  tuned  to  9000  rpm  would  need  a  25.2  in.  lengtti  for  an  engine  with  298° 
ious  cam  timings 


of  exhaust  valve  opening.  Lines  are  drawn  for 


at  would  be  the  necessary  exhaust 
iglh  to  benefit  from  dilution  waves  at 
X)  rpm.  Other  lengths,  of  course,  would 
necessary  for  other  engine  speeds.  In 
.  4  the  exhaust  length  is  shown  for  this 
gine  from  2000  rpm  until  14.000  rpm 
ng  exhau.st  timing  of  228°.  234°.  270° 
d  298°.  The  reason:  a  figure  of  298°  is 
'.  maximum  exhaust  cycle,  a  figure  taken 
im  the  time  the  valve  opens  until  it  is 
solulely  closed.  In  fact,  the  first  10°  and 
t  10°  of  valve  opening  allows  little  room 
•  gas  flow  and  so  the  exhaust  cycle  is 
illy  shorter  and  the  exhaust  length  he- 
mes shorter.  Most  tuners,  however,  work 
th  the  longest  figures  in  calculating  ex- 
ust  lengths  because  it's  easier  to  cut  off 
haust  pipes  than  to  weld  on  extensions. 
Calculating  the  maximum  length  of 
le  both  the  intake  and  exhaust  valves  are 
en  shows  that  exhaust  length  tuning  can 
irk  for  a  range  of  engine  speeds.  Run- 
ig  the  numbers  through  the  formula 
ws  that  a  pipe  on  our  theoretical  engine 
25.2  in.  can  have  an  effect  through  2000 
n  of  the  engine's  operating  range. 
Operating  with  a  straight  pipe  of  the 
rrect  length  can  measurably  increase 
iver  through  such  a  narrow  range.  And  a 
ige  of  2000  rpm  is  fine  for  racing  ma- 
nery  in  some  applications,  but  on  the 
;et  a  broader  range  is  better.  Help  comes 
m  the  rest  of  the  exhaust  system.  The 
wtive  wave  begins  forming  when  the 
indrical  exhaust  pipe  changes  diameter, 
when  it  ends.  Put  a  megaphone  on  the 
laust  pipe,  however,  and  things  change, 
e  megaphone,  a  long  expanding  cone 
pe.  provides  a  succession  of  expanding 


Exhaust  gases  flow  from  the  exhaust  port  out  the  exhaust  pipe,  but  when  the  shock  waves 
from  each  firing  stroke  exit  the  pipe  a  negative  pressure  wave  moves  back  through  the  motor 
A  conical  extension  on  a  pipe  can  produce  a  series  of  negative  shock  waves  as  the  original 
wave  expands  going  out  the  pipe. 


diameters,  each  one  creating  its  own  nega- 
tive shock  wave  like  a  series  of  steps. 

For  our  example,  consider  adding  a  27.5 
in.  megaphone  on  the  end  of  the  25.2  in. 
exhaust  pipe.  The  first  negative  shock  wave 
would  benefit  the  engine  at  speeds  as  high 
as  9000  rpm.  As  the  exhaust  wave  traveled 
down  the  megaphone  a  series  of  reverse 
shock  waves  would  be  sent  back,  each  one 
sucking  exhaust  gases  out  and  the  incom- 
ing mixture  into  the  cylinder.  This  effect 


would  continue  until  the  last  shock  wave 
was  formed  at  the  end  of  the  megaphone, 
helping  produce  power  down  to  3450  rpm. 
(See  fig.  5.) 

While  this  illustration  has  been  sim- 
plified (such  things  as  curves  in  the  exhaust 
pipe  or  intrusions  at  junctions  interfering 
with  the  shock  waves  as  much  as  the  gas 
flow),  it  explains  how  a  shock  wave  can  be 
used  to  improve  gas  flow  throughout  an 
engine.  B 
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Alphabet  Exhaust 


Our  Suzuki  plugs  have 

and  around... 


l^yoik  Siizuki,  you  should  know       equipment  to  determine  exact  spark  plug 

the  spark  plugs  we  recommend  for  you    heat  ranges.  Then  they  test  the  bikes  right  on 
have  been  around  the  test  track  a  time  or  ^i^-j^i  the  track  under  actual  riding  conditions.  It's 
^twb.  And  then  some. . ,  _  ,  r'e-f-B':'  of  ^  series  of  tests  to  make  sure  our 

S^^the  track  is  California's  Oritario  Motor  recommendations  are  right  smack  on  the  , 

Speedway  Here,  every  year,  our  engirieers  ,:    button  for  you.  Every  tim^    .       :^f0^:  P' 

p^^^>«Mqfuip  new  S  test  ^i^pisi^ii:^^  the  only  track  our  Suzuki  plugs 

h 

factory  racing  team,  for  example,  has  been 
using  them  for  years. 

Matter  of  fact,  bikers  everywhere  ar^  Ow^^  "  ■ 
$witching  to  Champions  for  outstanding 
pierformance— proven  on  the  testtrack^i^  • 
and  on  the  race  track.  Which  also  makekl 
a  pretty  fair  reason  for  you  to  start  going 
around  with  Champions.  The  very  next  time 
you  need  V^ugs.-:-r;-r;;^iy^i::;;^^^^ 

"  '  '   ''^ ''''  '  '  ■■'■0:ruh-% 

Champion  Spark  Plug  Company -Tbledo,  OH  43661  ^i,'  -/^    ffv'  ' 
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Nf  hen  the  long-term  Yamaha 
'XS750  Special  arrived,  we  were 
pleased  to  see  the  short  mufflers 
ounted  on  it.  Short  mufflers  look  nice 
d  don't  get  in  the  way.  There  is  room  for 
iprovement.  however,  and  a  set  of  Alpha- 
t  headers  on  the  Triple  pointed  up  the 
ortcomings  of  the  stock  system. 
The  Alphabet  exhaust  is  a  3-into-l  col- 
:tor  system  with  the  single  muffler 
runted  low  on  the  righthand  side  of  the 
Ice.  The  headers  clamp  to  the  exhaust 
irts  with  the  stock  clamps.  Single  wall 
ader  pipes  slip-fit  into  the  collector 
It's  welded  to  the  muffler.  On  the  side  of 
muffler  that  fits  next  to  the  bike  there's 
bracket  that  clamps  to  the  right  rear 
Jlpcj:.  The  bracket  slides  in  a  small 
using  on  the  side  of  the  muffler  and  has 
elongated  hole  for  adjustment  of  the 
ickct.  Installation  is  straightforward,  re- 
iring  only  common  tools  and  not  need- 
I  any  bending  or  welding.  A  fast  worker 
Lild  have  the  Alphabet  exhaust  installed 
half  an  hour. 

Alphabet's  exhaust  for  the  Yamaha 


weighs  12  lb.  The  stock  Yamaha  exhaust 
weighs  28  lb.  Getting  rid  of  16  lb.  on  a  546 
lb.  motorcycle  may  not  seem  like  much, 
but  there  are  lots  of  more  difficult 
methods. 

At  the  dragstrip  the  Yamaha  with  the 
Alphabet  turned  a  best  time  of  13.12  sec.  at 
102.73  mph.  With  the  stock  system  in- 
stalled on  the  same  day,  the  best  time  was 
13.44  sec.  at  97.82  mph.  A  third  of  a  second 
and  5  mph  is  a  commendable  increase  in 
performance. 

At  the  other  side  of  that  trade-off  is 
noi.se.  The  Alphabet  exhaust  is  loud  by  any 
standard.  Measured  by  the  California 
Highway  Patrol  test,  the  Alphabet 
equipped  Triple  recorded  95  db(A).  The 
stock  exhaust  produced  a  sound  of  83 
db(A)  under  the  same  test  conditions. 
Translated  into  human  terms,  the  Alpha- 
bet exhaust  is  loud  enough  to  get  you  a 
ticket,  is  loud  enough  to  make  drivers  in 
the  next  lane  roll  up  their  windows  and  is 
loud  enough  to  make  a  rider's  ears  ring 
after  a  long  ride. 

In  day-to-day  use  the  noise  was  the  only 


objection.  Both  sidestand  and  centerstand 
remained  in  use  with  the  Alphabet  ex- 
haust. The  oil  drain  plug  could  still  be 
reached  and  even  the  oil  filter  housing 
could  be  pulled  with  the  exhaust  installed, 
although  the  fit  was  close.  Ground  clear- 
ance wasn't  a  problem,  although  the  cor- 
nering clearance  on  the  righthand  side  was 
slightly  less  with  the  Alphabet  than  with 
the  stock  system.  The  difference  may  be  I 
two  or  three  degrees  difference  in  lean 
angle. 

Because  the  header  pipes  are  single  wall, 
they  began  to  blue  almost  immediately 
after  installation.  By  the  time  the  exhaust 
had  1000  mi.  of  use,  the  top  8  in.  of  tubing 
had  become  a  dark  blue.  After  about  1000 
mi.  the  muffler  bracket  broke  on  the  ex- 
haust, but  the  muffler  didn't  fall  off  or  drag 
and  it  was  only  a  small  rattle  that  showed 
up,  indicating  the  bracket  broke. 

The  Alphabet  exhaust  did  improve  per- 
formance and  did  put  out  more  noise.  Cost 
is  SI 54.95  from  Alphabet's  Custom  West 
Corp.,  12572  Western  Ave.,  Garden  Grove, 
Calif.  92641  (714)  897-3561.  B 
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BERNIE  DOES  IT 


by  Mike  Obermeye 


y  trials  riding  began  in  1969,  in 
Colorado.  Wiltz  Wagner  and  I 
used  to  meet  at  Coal  Creek  Race- 
way and  practice.  I  envied  Wiltz  because 
he  had  a  real  honest-to-God  trials  bike.  I 
didn't.  By  1971  we  had  lots  of  trials  bikes  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Trials  Association 
and  we  had  a  nationally  known  trial,  the 
Ute  Cup.  Young  California  riders  like 
Marland  Whaley,  George  Smith  HI.  Lane 
Leavitt  and  Mark  Eggar  came  to  ride. 
They  blew  our  doors  off. 

A  few  of  the  European  riders  like  Miller. 
Edwards  and  Rathmell  came  over.  They 
were  much  better  than  even  the  California 
whiz  kids.  A  few  years  back  some  of  us 
who  followed  the  trials  scene,  like  Len 
Weed  and  myself,  started  cautiously 
dreaming  in  print  that  we  might  eventually 
see  an  American  rider  as  World  Cham- 
pion. I'm  not  sure  any  of  us  believed  it,  but 
maybe  we  wanted  those  kids  to  believe  it. 

They  must  have  believed  it.  Five  years 
ago  Bernie  Schreiber  was  about  four  years 
too  young  for  an  FIM  competition  license 
so  he  rode  the  American  round  of  the 
world  championship  in  a  bib  with  the 
numbers  crossed  out.  For  those  of  us  who 
saw  him  for  the  first  time,  it  was  a  revela- 
tion. Little  beggar  was  good. 

Well,  by  God.  at  the  U.S.  round  of  the 
FIM  world  championship  in  Beulah. 
Colo.,  June  17.  1979,  I  watched  Bernie 
Schreiber  do  a  number  on  the  best  trials 
riders  in  the  world. 


At  the  Beulah  event  the  FIM  class  riders 
had  three  loops  to  do,  and  left  on  the  early 
numbers.  The  American  Championship 
class,  also  run  the  same  day,  covered  only 
two  loops.  Many  of  the  spectators  trooped 
off  to  Sections  5  through  9,  which  were 
close  to  the  start.  After  a  long  wait,  several 
championship  class  (non-FIM)  riders 
came  through,  followed  close  behind  by 
Clerk  of  the  Course  Wiltz  Wagner  and  his 
sweathogs.  Wagner's  mission  was  .soon  ap- 
parent: toughening  up  the  sections.  Setting 
a  trial  in  a  mountainous  area  is  always 
chancey,  and  the  sections  had  apparently 
been  laid  out  on  the  assumption  that  run- 
off water  would  make  many  of  the  sections 
wet  and  slick.  The  water  wasn't  there  and 

An  American 
Rider  Finally  Wins  the 
American  Round 
of  the  World  Trials 
Championship 

Wagner,  riding  just  ahead  of  the  world 
class  riders  on  Sections  1  through  4,  was 
unhappy  with  the  number  of  clean  rides 
they  were  turning  in.  He  and  his  crew  set  to 
lustily,  taking  out  "helper"  rocks  which 
had  been  jammed  strategically  in  place  to 
ease  the  impact  at  the  more  severe  steps 


Angel 


and  ledges.  This  procedure  had  the  desire 
result,  as  there  were  few  cleans  on  any  i 
the  sections  1  got  to  watch. 

The  dry  terrain  probably  favored  th 
American  entries.  Growing  up  on  a  moto 
cycle  in  Southern  California  means  ih: 
you're  going  to  be  more  familiar  with  rod 
and  sand  and  hills  than  with  Yorkshin 
style  bogs  and  slick  rocks.  Christm; 
Ranch  is  a  beautiful  wooded  area,  rcpic 
with  canyons  and  steep,  rocky  climbs,  hi 
it  is  in  an  arid  area  and  unless  heavy  rain  c 
snow  melt  runoff  materializes,  it  isstroni: 
reminiscent  of  trials  areas  in  Los 
or  San  Diego. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  lap,  Bernie  can 
in  with  19  points,  tied  with  Rob  Shepar 
who  is  riding  the  only  factory  R  rL.-3( 
Honda  still  active  in  world  competilio 
Their  nearest  competition  was  Sweden 
Ulf  Karlson,  on  23  points.  Following  the 
were  Malcolm  Rathmell  and  Eddie  L 
Jeune  (24)  and  Martin  Lampkin  (25).  L( 
die's  big  brother  Jean  Marie  was  in  at  2 
and  Charles  Coutard  at  29.  U.S.  No. 
Marland  Whaley.  tied  with  three-tin 
World  Champion  Urjo  Vesterinen  at  30. 

Eddie  LeJeune  is  a  newcomer  to  Amc 
can  FIM  competition,  who  rides  \vh 
appears  to  be  a  stock  framed  TL-1 
Honda,  which  has  been  bored  and  stroki 
to  200cc.  Having  played  with  a  simil 
project  (Cycle  World,  July.  1977)  I  u 
more  than  a  little  interested  in  Eddie  ai 
his  bike.  After  watching  him  on  a  \c 
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Photos  by  Mike  Obermei 


re  climb,  two  things  became  apparent: 
t,  the  little  Honda  worked  very  well. 
I  at  6.000  feet,  and  second.  Eddie  l.e- 
le  is  an  immensely  lalenlcd  rider, 
ernie  Schreiber  turned  in  his  third  low 
of  the  day.  a  24.  This,  Bernic's  worst 

was  still  lower  than  anv  lap  sct)re  of 

other  FFM  competitor  excepting 
pard's  first.  Bernie's  second  lap.  17.  was 
round  for  the  day.  Bernie  linished  with 
oints  on  observation,  and  an  obviously 
ly  expended,  and  minimal.  1.5  points 
;  penalty,  for  a  total  of  61.5.  9.5  points 
id  of  second  place  finisher  .Shepard. 

duplicated  his  25  point  second  round 
e.  and  finished  second,  without  time 
ihy.  at  71.  Lampkin  turned  in  a  solid 
oint  third  round,  clinching  third  place 
I  77.  Rathmell  pulled  four  points  on 
Ison  on  observation,  lost  2.4  on  time, 
edged  into  fourth  place  alone  at  S1.4. 
Ison's  83  took  him  into  filth,  while 
erinen  .stayed  in  sixth  with  92.  includ- 
three  points  for  time.  LeJeune  had 
iher  bad  round,  a  40.  lost  .14  points  on 
;  and  dropped  to  ninth  place.  Brother 
I  Marie  dropped  to  seventh.  Whaley 

a  dismal  39  point  final  round  and 
)ped  to  eighth  place.  Jack  Stites  was. 
y,  excluded  on  time  and  (dutard 
:d  down  tenth,  the  last  place  scoring 
1  Championship  points. 
I  the  Championship  (American)  class, 
e  Leavitt  was  in  right  behind  Bernie 

22  point.s,  which  would  have  put  him 
nd  in  the  FIM  class  at  the  end  of  the 
lap.  Riders  can  ride  in  both  classes,  if 

choose,  but  the  Championship  cU 
rs  covered  only  two  loops.  Lane 
le  a  decision  not  to  ride  the  FIM 
ieveral  reasons.  He  had  been 
ichitis  and  wasn't  sure  he  w<< 

to  ride  successfully  the  addi^i^ 
lired  of  the  FIM  riders,  and  he  ' 
$65  entry  fee  was  a  little  steep 

why  this  talented  and  loyal  Bultaci? 
r  was  cut  adrift  from  his  factory  spon- 
hip  is  beyond  me.  but  if  Senor  Bulto 
Is  this  magazine.  I  wish  he  d  recon- 
r.  Lastly.  Lane  felt  that  on  this  particu- 
circuit  he  had  a  chance  of  beating 
lie.  and  did  not  want  to  interfere  with 
lie's  chances  of  picking  up  additional 
I  points.  As  it  turned  out.  Lane  could 
)ably  not  have  touched  Bernie  on  this 
icular  day.  but  the  thought  was  there. 
>ther  example  of  the  maturity  and 
tsmanship  of  this  quiei  28-year-old. 
im  many  consider  to  be  the  dean  of 
srican  trials  riders. 

t  the  end  of  lap  two.  Bernie  had  moved 
a  solid  first  place  at  36  points,  followed 
ihepard  at  44.  Lampkin  had  moved 
third  with  49.  and  KarLson  had  slipped 

tie  with  Rathmell  for  fourth,  at  53 
Its.  Jean  Marie  LeJeune  had  edged 

fifth,  while  Whaley  and  Vesterinen 
;  sixth,  with  identical  laps  and  scores 


if 


Rob  Shepard  leaps  a  slab  on  the  world's  only  remaining  factory  Honda  trialer 
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(61).  Eddie  LeJeune  had  a  disastrous  42 
point  second  lap  and  dropped  to  seventh, 
just  ahead  of  Coutard  at  71.  who  al.so 
dropped  a  hefty  42  points  on  this  lap. 
Tennessee's  Jack  Stites.  America's  fifth 
ranked  rider,  moved  into  eighth  place 
with  69. 

The  event  was  not  without  secondary 
interests.  Wiltz  Wagner  did  his  usual  excel- 
lent job  of  organizing  and  putting  on  the 
trial,  with  help  from  experienced  old- 
timers  like  starter  Jon  Callihan  and  time 
keeper  Arv  Hanson.  Unfortunately  there 


are  rumbles  of  dissatisfaction  and  re- 
bellion among  the  RMTA  membership 
about  the  amount  of  money  spent  to  host 
the  event,  reputedly  in  the  $18,000  range. 
One  of  the  problems  in  leading  a  trials 
club  is  grumbles.  A  visionary  like  Wagner, 
who  has  been  involved  in  the  founding  of 
both  the  RMTA  and  the  North  American 
Trials  Council,  has  to  push  people,  to  force 
them  to  expand  their  goals  and  ideas. 
Otherwise,  there  would  be  no  American 
round  in  the  FIM  World  Championship 
series,  and  Bernie  Schreiber  might  not  be. 


as  he  is.  in  third  place  in  the  world.  1 
large  gate  receipts  at  this  well  attenc 
event  may  put  the  RMTA  back  on  the  n 
to  financial  well-being.  Such  gambles 
warranted  from  the  standpoint  of  Un 
who  want  to  see  American  involvemeni 
and.  hopefully— someday— dominance 
the  world  trials  scene. 

If  it  weren't  for  people  like  Schreil 
Leavitt.  Whaley  .  .  .  and  Wagner,  we'd 
probably  still  be  riding  trials  events  on 
trail  biices.  blissfully  unaware  of  wl 
World  Championship  competition  is  li) 


Colorado's  Dave  Burke,  like  many  of  the  non-FIM  riders,  needed  a 
lot  of  help  to  get  out  of  the  waterfall. 


Marland  Whaley.  ranked  third  in  the  U.S..  leaps  a  medium-tall 
waterfall  in  a  single  bound. 
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MIKE  THE  BIKElS  LAST  REE 


we  been  wanting  to  see  a  TT  for  25  years  and  if  I  had  to  miss  all  the 
ines  that  have  gone  before,  I  can't  think  of  a  better  first  one?  by  Pete  Lyons 


rhere  were  sheep  up  here  with  me  last 
night,  but  by  dawn  they'd  cleared 
(lul.  I  can  imagine  them  snitHng 
jdaintiillN  and  turning  awav  ("rom  mv  car 
lltheir  meadow,  trekking  over  the  hilltop 
;  avoid  m\  unseemK  invasion  of  their 
xieni  privacy.  "Oli.  oh.  The  first  of 

The  thin  morning  light  sht)wed  just  the 
rinchshouldered.  barren  brownygrass 
l-kbone  of  the  island.  There  was  a  ragg\ 
/_v  cloudcap  oppressing  Snaefell  s  sum- 
1  and  there  wasn't  much  world  show  ing 
:  bevond  the  mist,  it  fell  very  old  up  here 
U  remote.  I  lound  myself  thinkmg  of 
ines  and  Harrow-wights  and. sitting  up 
llhe  back  seat  of  my  "hire  car."holding  a 
'rping  bag  around  mv  arms  in  a  cold 
It  was  more  perceived  than  actual.  I 
If  fancied  that  were  i  to  turn  around.  I'd 
•  Frodo's  band  of  wavlarers  toiling  in 


resolute  single  file  up  the  empty 
mountainside. 

These  hills  are  old.  Their  age  dwarfs  the 
official  Thou.sand  Years  of  the  Tynwald, 
the  parliament  set  up  by  Danish  Vikings 
who  captured  the  island  something  like 
that  long  ago  The  Kingdom  of  Mann  is 
celebrating  that  distant  event  this  summer 
in  its  jovially  honest-hearted  enthusiasm 
for  tourism,  but  this  little  bump  in  the  Irish 
Sea  was  hoarv  long  before  the  longships 
came. 

There  are  some  in  the  world  of  motorcy- 
cling who  hold  the  Tourist  Trophy  races  to 
be  overly  ancient  themselves,  that  this 
form  of  the  sport  died,  or  ought  to  have 
died,  decades  ago.  Listen  to  people  who 
di>n"l  support  the  TT  and  you  hear  the 
most  distressing  things  about  w  hat's  w  rong 
with  it.  But  I've  come  here  prepared  to  he 
glad  I  did  and  the  (irst  thing  I've  been 


noticing  is  that,  for  something  that's  sup- 
posed to  be  obsolete,  there  are  an  aw  ful  lot 
of  people  w  ho  have  come  a  long  wav  to  be 
part  of  it. 

All  morning  now  the  noise  of  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  cars  and  bikes  has  been 
swelling  acros>  ihe  R)lling  pasIurcN  w  illi  a 
sound  almost  like  surf  on  the  invisible 
shores  of  (he  .sea  far  below.  They  began  to 
arrive  with  the  dawn  light,  riding  and 
driving  along  the  TT  course  itself  I'rom 
their  hotels  and  guest  houses  down  in 
Douglas  and  Ram.sey.  parking  in  orderly 
clots  in  cul-de-sacs  and  settling  in  crow  like 
black  flocks  on  the  grassv  verges  and  stone 
walls.  Now.  not  long  before  the  start  of  the 
Senior,  they  delineate  the  circuit  as  far  as  it 
can  be  seen  from  here,  forming  a  w  inding 
black  line  across  the  brow  n  hills. 

I've  antigravitated  to  the  highest  part  of 
the  course,  an  elevation  of  1384  ft.  accord- 


sis  t>y  B  R  Nicholls 
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Tightly  wrapped  on  the  bike  as  always.  Hailwood  arcs  through  Creg  Ne  Baa. 


At  Governor's  Bridge,  Hailwood  kicks  out  of  a  slide. 


ing  to  my  map,  at  a  small  stone  hut  they 
call  the  Second  Mountain  Box  on  the 
outside  of  a  fast,  blind  lefthander  named 
Brandywell.  I  can  see  back  along  the 
course  to  the  Bungalow:  the  actual  bun- 
galow is  long  gone,  but  there's  a  cafe  and  a 
motor  museum  there,  a  crossing  for  the 
electric  mountain  railway  line  and  a  spec- 
tator bridge.  A  lot  of  people  are  clustered 
there  and  on  back  from  there,  a  line  of 
them  showing  the  fast  swerves  coming 
along  the  mountainside  from  the  shoulder, 
miles  away,  that  marks  the  Verandah  cor- 
ner. When  the  first  bikes  pop  into  view 
there,  they'll  be  tiny  bright  specks  shooting 
along  a  thin,  dark  line  t)f  spectators. 

It'll  take  them  a  w  hile  to  get  here.  We're 
about  30  mi.  out  around  the  lap. 

Everyone  tends  to  cluster  loosely  around 
portable  radios,  dozens  of  which  replicate 
Manx  Radio's  cheerful  and  learned  job  of 
setting  the  scene.  We'll  want  this:  the  TT, 
like  the  Targa  Florio  and  the  Mille  Miglia 
of  sad.  hallowed  memory,  is  one  race  you 
"watch"  more  with  your  mind's  eye  than 
by  actually  seeing  it.  Here  on  the  open 
slopes  of  Snaefell  we've  got  a  wider  view 
than  at  most  places  around  the  circuit,  but 
we  won't  have  the  riders  in  sight  for  as 
much  as  5  percent  of  their  race.  To  "see" 
the  rest  of  it,  you  need  to  have  been  around 
and  around  the  37'4  mi.  yourself.  You  have 
to  have  been  down  the  wild,  bumpy  plunge 
of  Bray  Hill,  with  its  sidewalks,  lampposts, 
cement  garden  walls  and  brick  cottages 
close  at  your  elbows.  You  must  have 
been  on  around  to  Braddan  Bridge,  to 
Ballacraine.  to  Barregarrow  and  Bal- 
iaugh  .  .  . 

They're  starting!  Down  there  in  the 
Glencrutchery  Road,  between  the  grand- 
stand and  the  long  "leaderboard."  they're 
pushing  off  in  pairs  at  10  sec.  intervals  and 
over  the  radit)  it  sounds  like  a  carrier  strike 
going  off.  You  can  picture  the  quick  patter 


of  leathered  feet,  the  bounce  into  the 
scanty  little  .saddle:  you  hear  the  abrupt 
whine  of  two-strt)kes  burning  away  and 
imagine  the  front  wheels  lifting  at  the  first 
shift:  the  first  pair  of  bikes  is  still  wailing 
back  into  the  microphones  as  the  second 
pair  bursts  on-line.  There  is  a  strong  sense 
of  urgency  coming  through  from  that  rapid 
succession  of  launches  and  suddenly  I  feel 
my  blood  going  warm.  This  really  is  a  race. 

All  along  our  miles  of  meadow,  people 
have  stirred,  turned  toward  the  track, 
brought  up  programs  or  scraps  of  paper 
and  begun  marking  down  the  information 
coming  to  us  ihrDugh  the  radios.  Al  the 
sharp  righthander  in  front  of  the  hotel  at 
Ballacraine.  7  mi.  out.  a  new  radio  voice 
cuts  into  the  ongoing  description  from  the 
startline  to  inform  us  that  the  first  riders 
are  going  through.  Their  engines  scream- 
ing up  through  the  gears  in  the  back- 
ground, he  describes  iheir  order  and  their 
colors.  When  the  first  few  of  them  ha\e 
gone  by.  he  gives  us  a  quick  calculation  of 
their  relative  positions  in  the  race:  it's 
Mick  Grant  4  sec.  up  on  corrected  time  on 
Mike  Hailwood. 

Hav  ing  done  my  homework.  1  applaud 
the  way  the  race  organizers  have  arranged 
the  starting  lineup -it's  not  done  by  prac- 
tice times  here,  for  these  are  the  two  men 
most  likely  to  be  making  a  race  of  today's 
Senior  TT  (for  500cc  pure-racing  ma- 
chines). Here  they  are  close  together  on  the 
road  near  the  head  of  the  pack,  as  well  as 
close  in  the  race. 

Grant,  the  only  man  riding  today  who's 
ever  been  around  the  lap  in  less  than  20 
min,  (19:48,  114.33  mph.  on  a  750)  is 
obviously  one  of  the  strongest  potential 
contenders,  but  he's  working  a  brutal 
handicap.  Eight  days  ago.  racing  in  Ireland 
on  another  road  circuit,  he  came  ofi'when 
the  chain  adjuster  broke  and  he  went  into  a 
wall.  His  pelvis  is  cracked  and  he's  nursing 


bruises  and  pulled  muscles  all  over 
body.  That  he's  out  of  bed  is  impressii 
that  he's  leading  the  Senior  TT  right  now 
something  el.se.  I  don't  want  to  try  ^ 
imagine  what  hand-on-the-thigh  acrobd 
ics  and  the  hammering  from  the  ro 
surface  are  doing  to  him. 

From  his  window  above  the  pub  in  ; 
Raven  Ht)tel.  the  commentator  at  Bfl 
laugh  Bridge  times  the  first  bikes  leapit 
over  (he  humpback  and  gives  us  the  cj 
rected  figures.  Hailwood.  sounding  to  o 
man  like  he's  in  the  wrong  gear  foi< 
moment,  has  won  back  a  second.  Specuj 
iii)n  follows:  this  is  one  of  the  smoothri 
parts  of  the  course  and  Grant  has  i 
desperately  rough  Sulby  Straight  s< 
ahead  .  .  . 

From  Parliament  Square  in  Ramsa 
right-left  flick  through  wall-to-wall  speo 
tors.  Hailwood  is  again  in  too  high  a  go 
slipping  the  clutch  on  the  getaway,  and  H 
fallen  again  to  four  seconds  shy  of  Gru; 
Grant,  savs  our  eyewitness,  looks  beau 
ful.  "He  just  pops  it  over  and  wails  for  i 
pain  in  the  back  of  his  head."  Mick  Grsn 
is  still  leading  the  race,  he's  magnificea 
but  he's  still  got  5'2  laps  of  this  aheadt 
him  and  I  can't  believe  he  can  last. 

They're  on  the  Mountain  now  ac 
everybody  at  Brandywell  is  afoot  at 
fences.  It'll  only  be  a  few  moments  noi 
Eyes  peer  down  to  the  Verandah  and— y/ 
Tiny,  bright,  incredibly  quick  motorcyo 
are  flicking  around  the  shoulder  and  coiu 
ing  the  mountainside.  It's  about,  ah.  msi 
that  about  16':  min.  since  they  left 
startline.  Damn.  Trying  hard  in  the  can 
took  me  .something  like  45  min.  to  get  0 
far 

Watching  the  distance.  I've  neglecteo 
grab  a  place  at  the  fence.  Too  many  peof 
to  get  a  view  as  the  riders  approach  us.  /V> 
can  see  are  flashes  of  color  quick  glimp] 
of  bikes  as  they  arc  into  Brandywell.  F^ 
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)  on  the  road,  blue  and  white,  that's  No. 
Aho  started  in  the  first  wave.  Biliie 
1  hrie.  Next  one  on  the  road  is  supposed 
j«e  Hailwood.  No.  8.  Ycii/i.  here  he  is 
"s  The  Bike,  alright.  Quiek  red  and 
iKe  profile  flash:  that's  e.xaetly  how  he 
)ied  at  Donington  last  summer,  sitting 
;easy  on  the  machine,  his  butt  square  in 
;  saddle,  his  knees  tucked  firmly  in 
iinst  the  tank.  Mike  Hailwood's  riding 
"  in  his  comeback  has  been  warming 
J  cockles  of  all  the  old  purists"  hearts. 
«  out  of  an  earlier  era  than  these  mod- 
;  young  orangutans  who  hang  out  all 
-  the  bike  in  the  corners.  Hailwood 
'.:s  a  little  old  fashioned.  He  looks  al- 
)t  prim.  But  he  also  looks  damn  fast. 

may  want  tt)  rethink  this  aircooled- 

stulf. 

Jainly.  though.  Mike  the  Bike  looks  like 
unows  what  he's  doing, 
md  here's  Tony  Rutter.  then  .several 
'SC.  Grant  and  Alex  George:  they're 
i  ing  sometimes  all  alone.  st)metimes  in 
i-.s  of  two  and  even  three,  but  I  imagine 
n  man  is  riding  his  own  race,  stri\  ing  to 
I  himself  out  ol'  head-to-head  runs  at 
iman  ahead.  They  heel  into  the  lefl- 
Lier  in  smooth,  ellicient.  lovelv  arcs  like 
SBlack  Sheep  peeling  into  a  dive.  The 
;ts  will,  for  this  instant,  have  nothing 
lole  on  their  down  side  but  grass  bank 
I  drystone  uall.  nothing  beyond  their 
title  hands  but  pale,  empty  air.  The 
lies  in  the  old  road  surface  make  their 
chatter  and  the  bikes  snake  a  little, 
lir  ugly  two-stroke  noi.se  chases  awav 
ir  them  on  the  drop  down  toward 
)idy  Corner,  under  the  next  saddle 
^g  the  Mountain.  I  hen  thev  have  the 
intfully  quick  treble  left  of  the  Thirty- 
H  Milestone,  the  cramped  stone  walls 
;.epple  (jate  and  Sarah's  C\>ttage.  the 
jige  dov^  n  to  rhe  Creg.  to  Brandish,  to 
dberry  .  .  .  only  a  few  more  miles  belbre 
night  .skirl  around  Governor's  Bridge 
rjpin  and  the  Hat-out  run  through  the 
i;and  the  end  ol'  the  lap.  They've  got  to 
riiis  a  total  of  six  times.  It'll  be  another 
ni.  and  just  over  15  min.  before  we  see 
m  again.  I  keep  failing  to  imagine  w  hat 
nmi.  of  this  must  be  like.  It's  parth  the 
I  of  holding  120-odd  horses  in  mv  right 
U  that  gives  me  trouble.  You'd  have  to 

0  opening  the  throttle,  you  see. 

last  week  in  I  Ister,  in  the  same  event 
Mick  Grant  crashed,  another  rider 
iied  Tom  Herron  died.  His  face,  a  little 
(iy.  smiles  out  from  a  magazine  in  front 
)fle.  It  couldn't  have  been  long  ago  that 
jelped  Moioraclc  Racing;  put  together 
rexcellent  four-page  article  describing 
TTT  course  from  a  rider's  point  of  view  . 
)ld  it  open  in  my  lap  as  I  went  around 
j  around,  trying  to  "learn"  the  track  as 
1  could.  I'd  complete  a  section  and 
»  over  (steady  hurtle  of  bikers  past  my 

1  ear.  it  was  "Mad  Sunday")  and  read 


Alex  George.  Hailwood's  rival  in  the  Senior  TT.  went  on  to  win  Formula  1  with  his  Superbike 
equivalent  Honda  Four 


up  on  the  next  few  corners  before  tackling 
them. 

Bray  Hill:  "First,  going  over  the  lights  at 
the  top  pull  back  on  the  forks  to  make  the 
machine  do  a  small  wheelie  .so  that  you 
steer  to  the  left  and  then  to  the  right  on  the 
approach  to  the  hill  proper  ...  I  IrN  to 
make  sure  the  bike  does  not  come  up  too 
high  on  these  as  it  then  tends  to  go  away 
from  me  a  bit."  His  750  would  be  doing 
about  155  at  this  point. 

Union  Mills,  where  Herron  said  the  late 
afternoon  sun  is  in  your  eyes:  "After  going 
through  the  dip  and  back  into  the  open 
you  just  cannot  see  a  thing  for  two  or  three 
seconds  so  you  must  be  in  the  proper  part 
of  the  road  because  of  that." 

Laurel  Bank:  "Unknown  to  a  lot  of 
people  it  is  pt)ssible  to  go  in  there  at  a  hell 
of  a  speed  and  just  shut  it  off  and  roll  the 
w  hole  wa\  round.  You  think  you  are  going 
to  run  out  of  road,  but  you  never  do." 

Up  Creg  Willy's:  "It  is  possible  to  go  all 
the  way  up  through  there  flat  out  on  a  750 
Yamaha  now,  but  I  have  only  done  it  tw  ice 
in  my  life.  Once  I  felt  safe  and  the  other 
I  was  actuallv  running  along  beside  the 
bike  ..." 

The  Eleventh  Milestone,  a  double  right 
folU)wed  immediately  by  a  double  left, 
dow  n  between  farm  field  hedges:  ".  .  .  one 
of  tho.se  super  corners  that  if  you  get  it 
right  you  feel  like  going  back,  wheeling  the 
bike  up  the  field  and  having  a  go  again." 
But  there  are  26'j  mi.  left. 

"Ciraze  the  hedge  on  the  way  in  and  just 
as  you  are  doing  that  you  are  already 
changing  direction  for  the  right  .  .  . 

"There  is  a  vers  bad  bump  there  and  you 
have  to  ride  the  fi>otresis  .  .  . 

".  .  .  one  of  those  places  w  here  there  is 
positively  nothing  you  can  do.  You  are 
completely  in  nature's  hands. 

.  .  you  should  pass  over  a  manhole 


cover,  which  in  the  wet  gives  a  bit  of  a 
twitch  ... 

".  .  .  past  a  hedge  on  the  right  w  hich  you 
should  just  feel  touching  the  side  of  your 
helmet  .  .  ." 

Or  the  bumpy,  treeshadowed  straight 
leading  to  the  village  of  Sulby:  "Now  that 
is  something  out  of  this  wurld  on  a  750 
Yamaha.  You  have  to  consciouslv  brace 
yourself,  arse  in  the  seat,  elbows  against 
the  tank  and  your  knees  and  hang  on  like 
blue  hell.  I  keep  bobbing  up  and  dow  n  and 
pulling  on  the  front  forks  and  wheelie  up 
there  as  far  as  I  can  go.  When  that  front 
w  heel  hits  the  deck  it  is  just  one  big  speed 
wi)bble  "  He  thinks  he's  going  about  160 
mph  "if  the  back  w  heel  is  on  the  road  long 
enough  to  pull  you  through.' 

Tom  Herron  was  able  to  describe  most 
of  the  TT  course  with  hair-raising  preci- 
sion, but  he  admitted  in  his  Moion  vcle 
Racing  story  that  parts  of  the  climb  up 
Snaefell  mountain  weren't  firmly  in  his 
mind.  "There  is  a  treble  lefthander  coming 
into  Guthries  which  is  always  a  problem. 
In  fact,  the  only  person  I  have  seen  go 
through  there  properh  is  Mike  Hailwood 
last  year.  He  must  ha\e  been  on  the  right 
line.  I  learned  it  that  night  and  forgot  it 
again  the  next  day. 

One  of  the  compelling  things  about  the 
Tl  is  that,  unlike  almost  every  other  road 
race  being  held  anywhere  in  the  world 
these  days,  there  is  so  much  of  the  road  and 
it  is  so  complex  that  no  man  can  ever  have 
honestly  learned  it  completelv.  One  only 
gets  a  few  laps  of  practice,  even  though  a 
week  is  devoted  to  practice.  Weather 
changes  from  hour  to  hour  sometimes, 
and  from  year  to  year  there  are  always 
alterations  to  the  road  itself 

"Scratching"  around  an  English  short 
circuit,  racing  against  World  Champions 
on  a  Grand  Prix  track;  these  are  worthy 
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The  lap  of  honor,  with  John  Surtees  (2)  and  Phil  Read  on  the  MVAgusta  SOOcc  MV4  and  MVS. 


things.  Bui  the  Isle  of  Man  is  a  ditlereni 
kind  of  racing.  More  than  anywhere.  I 
think,  you  race  the  road  here.  You  race 
vourself.  to  an  extent,  too. 

"YouVe  not  going  to  believe  it  when  you 
get  there."  a  friend  said  when  he  heard  my 
plan  to  come.  "Y4)u're  going  to  drive 
around  and  you're  going  to  say  to  yourself. 
'I  don"t  believe  this.'  " 

On  my  first  lap  with  my  little  rented  tin 
bt)x  (how  I  wish  I'd  been  able  to  borrow  a 
bike)  I  joined  the  circuit  at  Quarter  Bridge 
and  I  hadn't  gone  50  yards  w  hen  I  started 
saving  precisely  the  words  my  friend  had 
said  I  would.  C)n  the  right  side  of  the  road 
was  a  curbstone,  a  narrow  walkway  and  a 
5  ft.  wall  made  of  slabs  of  a  dark,  brittle- 
looking  stone.  Slate?  Atop  the  horizontal 
courses  a  final  row  of  slabs  liad  been 
cemented  inti>  place  verticallv.  just  as 
builders  of  some  walls  top  them  with  bro- 
ken glass.  A  double  row  of  slatey  teeth 
marched  down  the  entire  length  of  the 
wall,  jagged-edged  and  about  10  in.  high. 
They  caught  the  sunlight  and  cast  shadows 
on  each  t)lher.  I  hey  had  the  evil  feeling  of 
the  teeth  of  a  mowing  machine.  I  looked 
back  at  the  Quarter  Bridge  corner  and  I 
thought  about  120  bhp  acceleration  up 
through  second  gear,  third  gear,  fourth  and 
I  said  to  mvself,  "i  dt)n"t  believe  this." 

There  are  places  around  the  course 
where,  against  a  particularly  abrupt  corner 
of  a  stone  wall,  or  against  the  farther  side 
of  a  gate,  or  against  a  lamppost  or  a  house 
or  a  tree,  the  race  organizers  have  piled 
mattresses  of  old  hay  wrapped  in  plastic 
bags  that  say  Dunlop.  Going  down  into 
(Jreeba  you  can  even  spt)t  a  wooden,  red- 
painted,  regulation  British  telephone  box 
swaddled  in  sacks  of  hay  and  a  chuckle  will 
burst  from  your  throat.  But.  in  their  hun- 
dreds, the  cushioned  obstacles  are  scarcely 
even  a  tt)ken.  Lach  abutment,  each  post, 
each  wire  fence  defended  with  such  pa- 
thetic hope  is  outnumbered  bv  thousands 
of  naked  others,  each  seeming  to  lean  ()ut 


toward  the  racing  line  with  the  sullen, 
blackhorned  menace  of  a  disturbed  C  ape 
bulfalo.  This  race  track  has  75':  mi.  of 
edges  and  almost  any  of  it  could  kill  you. 

I  think  I'm  in  love  with  it. 

As  measured  down  there  in  the  Glen- 
crutchery  Road  and  posted  on  the  long 
black  .scoreboard,  the  official  race  order  at 
the  end  of  the  first  lap  was  Grant,  who'd 
finished  it  in  20:17.2  (111.59)  and  led 
Cicorge  by  4.6  sec.  Hailwood  was  a  farther 
2.6  sec.  back.  All  three  were  riding  500cc 
Suzukis,  although  Alex  George  called  his  a 
"Cagiva."  The  next  machine,  at  20:33.2 
(110.14),  was  Charlie  Williams'  350 
\amaha. 

At  Ballaugh  Bridge  on  the  secx)nd  lap 
Hailwood  had  taken  over  the  lead  on  the 
road  and  somewhere  on  the  Mountain 
climb  he  pulled  out  enough  time  on 
Cjeorge  and  Grant  to  lead  the  race  as  well. 
Kor  one  reason  and  another  he'd  onlv  done 
five  laps  of  practice  on  the  bike  a  y  ear-old 
RCi5{K)  GP  machme  and  none  at  all  with 
the  10  gal.  fuel  tank  he'd  decided  to  fit  on 
it.  Now.  with  some  experience  on  it  and 
some  fuel  gone  from  it,  he  began  pushing 
harder  and  at  the  end  of  the  second  lap  his 
time  was  19:57.4  ( 1 13.43).  That  was  better 
than  he'd  gone  all  last  year,  on  Yamaha  or 
Ducati. 

Cieorge.  taking  over  .second  place  by 
about  3  .sec.  shot  through  to  the  brink  of 
Bray  Hill  after  Hailwood.  but  Grant 
braked  down  into  the  refueling  lane.  He'd 
chosen  a  smaller  tank  with  its  requirement 
fi>r  two  pit  stops  and  it  dropped  him  to 
fourth  place,  behind  Steve  Ward-yes.  on 
another  Suzuki. 

Hailwood  was  warmed  right  through 
now  and  ripped  around  the  third  lap  .so  fast 
that,  even  slowing  down  for  his  pit  stop,  his 
time  was  19:5 1.2  ( 1 14.02).  That  was  a  new 
lap  record  for  the  class  and  but  3.2  sec.  ofl" 
Ciranl's  absolute  record,  set  the  year  before 
on  a  Kawasaki  750.  The  observers  at  the 
pits  said  the  leader  had  come  in  and  gone 


out  with  calm. 

George,  already  falling  inexorably 
hind,  spent  a  bit  longer  in  the  pits  too  a 
rejoined  about  20  .sec.  back.  Tony  Run 
(Suzuki)  was  up  to  third  overall,  if  n 
rowlv  from  Williams,  for  Ward  had  btr 
given  a  mechanical  black  flag  at  Ramn 
for  inspection.  Nothing  amiss  and  a  cro" 
was  added  to  his  time,  but  he  had  s 
dropped  to  sixth. 

Grant  was  nowhere.  Or  rather,  he  was 
Kate's  Cottage,  coasting  downhill  towv 
Creg-ny-Baa  with  a  crankshaft  brokJ 
Well,  there's  a  pub  there. 

George  was  over  a  minute  back  whenn 
stopped  unexpectedly  at  the  pits  the  fouj 
time  through.  His  team  gave  him  a  qui 
plug  change  and  sent  him  on,  but  he  no 
appeared  again.  The  ignition  had  paci; 
up. 

Williams'  little  Yam  ran  out  of  gas.  BiiJ 
Guthrie  moved  his  big  Suzuki  up  lo  tH 
at  the  end  of  the  fourth  lap.  but  later  om 
ran  out  of  fuel  too.  Tony  Rutter  filteredL 
to  .second  finally,  but  well  over  2  min.  br 
from  the  now  cruising  Hailwood.  Den 
Ireland  (Suzy)  was  third. 

The  hazy  sky  is  letting  some  sun  throe 
to  the  slopes  of  the  Mountain,  now, 
since  he  is  by  a  long  \say  the  first  man 
the  road  he  ought  to  be  ea.sy  to  spot  at) 
Verandah.  He's  been  regular,  tickings 
2()-min.  laps  like  hands  on  a  big,  37-nT 
in-diameter  clock  face,  but  as  we  waiOi 
him  lo  burst  into  view  this  last  linT 
wonder  if  mine  is  the  only  stomr 
cramped  in  litllc  knots  for  him.  I  »ani  ' 
lo  succeed  at  this. 

I've  been  thinking  back.  It  ^^as  I 
when  he  won  his  first  TT  here,  the  Senii 
believe.  I  wasn't  here  that  day.  but  I  wa' 
Europe  and  sometime  or  other  that  sk 
mer  I  rode  my  old  Norton  out  to  Bra- 
Hatch  to  watch  a  bike  race.  I  scramblco^ 
the  bank  to  the  outside  of  Clearways 
ner  the  racing  was  already  under  wv 
and  I  arrived  breathless  at  preci.sely  \ 
right  instant  to  see  one  of  the  bikes 
pack  right  in  front  of  me  give  a  sudL 
wobble  and  go  down  on  the  high  side! 
figure  wearing  black  leathers  went 
through  the  air.  clearly  visible  above  i 
heads  of  the  spectators.  1  remember  thr 
ing  how  graceful  and  relaxed  his  arms  ; 
legs  looked.  The  "tannoy  "  announced 
it  was  this  new  bloke,  this  Hailwc>od.  I  i 
the  next  day  that  he'd  got  off  with  onn 
thumb  broken. 

I  mentioned  that  to  him  once,  a  lor 
years  later  when  he  was  racing  Forrrr 
One  cars.  He  didn't  own  up  to  rcmeniBi 
ing  the  incident,  .so  I  described  it  in  grap 
detail.  He  shuddered.  "Oooh.  Sounds 
gerous.  chap!" 

He's  always  been  one  of  those  peo 
you  warm  to  immediately.  He  was  likeo- 
the  Fl  crowd  at  least  partly  because^ 
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(  vs  seemed  like  a  throwback  in  his  style 
/ving  to  a  gayer  era.  The  Grand  Prix 
uus  was  coming  back  Irom  Kyalami  ail 
Ijlhcr  on  a  charter  one  Sunday  night 
somewhere  about  2  a.m.  over  the 
)kest  of  .Africa,  there  was  a  ct>nvivial 
;  group  clustered  around  his  seat  in  the 
iJle  of  the  747.  Most  people  el.sewhere 
•  trying  to  sleep,  but  ihe:  Hailwood 
liall  bright  reading  lights  and  bubbling 
lifuls  of  champagne.  1  tried  to  slip  by 
otrusively  on  my  way  to  the  John,  but 
ae  last  second  Hailwood's  fool  went  out 
I  brought  me  down  in  a  heap.  "Here. 
.0.  I'm  inviting  vou  to  me  birthday 

3e  went  through  a  period  with  John 
aees  of.  shall  we  sav.  mechanical  uncer- 
^;y  and  one  Saturday  in  Austria,  the  car 
ring  already  stranded  him  out  on  the 
irse  several  times  during  practice,  he 
he  really  didn't  mind,  he  was  pre- 
jd:  he  shoy^ed  me  the  paperback  novel 
ivas  carrying  in  his  suit  pocket, 
ne  (irst  time  I  ever  dared  speak  to  him 
bduring  one  of  the  12-hours  at  Sebring. 
i'idden  a  Triumph  650  down  and  yvas 
xnough  of  myself  to  mention  it  by  way 
making  conversation.  Oh,  really,  that 
i  interesting,  he  said  pleasantly,  he  was 
;ng  a  750  Triple  just  now.  Oh,  say,  asks  I, 
It  sort  of  tires  did  he  ha\e  on  it  (might 
(vell  get  the  Word  on  tires,  don't  you 
M.)  His  face  went  a  little  blank.  Tires? 
lino  about  tires.  Never  thiiught  to  look, 
ihm.  The  conversation  lagged  a  little. 
v>lirrcd  again:  wouldn't  actually  have 
diike  except  they'd  given  it  to  him;  bit 
fhc  expensive  side,  you  know, 
rlh  huh.  Ah.  let's  see.  what  sort  of  street 
Uo  you  drive,  Mr.  Hailwood?  His  face 
]  p,  he  could  talk  about  that.  An  Iso 
Ml  Smashing  car.  Italian  car  with  a 
AN  engine.  Really  quick.  Like  it. 
I  those  days  he  was  living  in  two  places. 
;  asked  him  if  he  kept  the  Iso  Cirifo  in 


Hngland  or  out  in  South  Africa. 

His  face  went  uncomfortable  again. 
"Uh,  well.  I've  two,  actualK.  One  in  En- 
gland and  one  in  Africa." 

You  never  did  get  out  of  Hailwood  quite 
what  you  expected,  he  was  always  interest- 
ing to  talk  to.  The  only  time,  though,  that  I 
ever  caught  a  glimpse  behind  w  hat  I  think 
of  as  his  shy  crust  was  early  on  a  Sunday 
morning  at  Interlagos,  in  Brazil.  His 
McLaren  happened  to  be  pitted  at  the  end 
of  the  pits  you  came  in  at  Irom  town  and  so 
he  was  the  tirst  driver  I  ran  into.  He  greeted 
me  with  his  customary  good  cheer  but  as 
he  spoke  his  voice  trembled.  I  looked  closer 
and  his  face  was  pale.  I  lis  shoulders  and 
arms  and  hands  were  quivering.  M\  (iod. 
Mike.  v\ hat's  wrong  with  vou?  food 
piiisoning? 

"Naw,  I'm  always  like  this.  It'll  gt)  away 
once  I  get  in  the  car." 

Damn.  I  hope  that  bike  lasts  today.  I 
don't  know  if  it's  anything  more  than  the 
fact  that  we're  within  weeks  of  the  same 
age.  but  I've  been  rooting  for  him  during 
his  motorcvcling  comeback  with  a  good- 
will that's  almost  desperate.  I  remember 
hov,  the  word  went  through  the  car-racing 
world  when  it  became  known  that,  dow  n 
there  in  sybaritic  retirement  in  New  Zea- 
land. Mike  Hailwood  had  decided  to  enter 
the  Isle  of  Man  IT.  Christ,  he  must  be 
mad,  was  the  general  reaction,  but  t)ne  of 
his  friends  who  had  just  come  back  from 
seeing  him  told  us  what  the  project  had 
meant  to  him.  "He  was  going  stir-crazy  out 
there.  You  wait  'til  you  see  him  now.  he's  a 
difl'erent  bloke.  Not  an  ounce  of  fat  on  him 
anymore  and  he's  been  working  out  like  a 
man  possessed.  His  chest  and  arms;  they're 
like  rocks  .  .  ." 

I've  been  wanting  to  see  a  TT  for  25 
years  and.  if  I  had  to  mi.ss  all  the  ones  that 
have  gone  before.  I  can't  think  t)f  a  better 
tirst  one.  It's  about  time,  he's  been  on  his 
way  up  from  Parliament  Square  the  right 


amount  of  time,  the  spectators  are  stir- 
ring- 

Right-oh.  there's  the  Bike,  knifing  along 
the  road.  Hiiw  grand  he  must  feel,  the 
airflow  bathing  his  shoulders,  that  heavy 
two-stroke  howl  behind  him.  He's  half 
sitting  up,  he  looks  almost  like  he's  touring 
and  he  must  be  quite  aware  of  the  way 
everybody  is  waving  programs  and  papers 
at  him.  But  his  line  is  just  as  line  as  before. 
He  peels  ofl  into  the  lefthand  entry  to  the 
Bungalow  exactly  where  he  did  the  five 
previous  times,  heels  to  just  the  same  an- 
gle, brushes  his  left  toe  precisely  as  close  to 
the  grass  at  Ihe  apex.  He  straightens  up  and 
flickers  over  the  railway  lines  and  then, 
accelcraing  hard,  banks  to  the  right  and 
grazes  the  grass  under  the  footbridge. 

Down  on  the  tank,  up  the  rise  to  Bran- 
dywell.  Power  stays  hard  on  through  a 
preliminary  righthand  kink.  Then,  in  one 
brisk,  efficient  move,  he  sits  up.  squeezes 
on  some  brakes  the  machine  gives  a  cou- 
ple of  irritable  little  fishtails  as  the  tires 
find  some  ripples— drops  a  couple  iif  gears 
and  then  slants  easily  into  the  lefthander. 
He's  around  the  bank  and  gone,  the  w  in- 
ner. AU  we  have  is  the  engine  to  hear.  now. 
and  that  fades  rapidly.  There's  nothing  left 
but  the  happy  babble  of  people  turning  to 
each  other  with  a  thousand  ways  of  saying. 
Did  you  see  that? 


.Mike  Hailwood's  last  official  race  was 
supposed  to  be  at  Donington  Park, 
after  the  loM.  During  practice  before 
the  race.  Hailwood  crashed.  His  collar- 
bone was  broken  and  pins  were  inserted 
in  his  neck.  He  checked  out  of  the 
hospital,  against  doctor's  orders,  on 
race  day.  so  he  could  ride  in  a  car  and  at 
least  be  seen  by  the  people  who'd  come 
to  watch  him  ride. 

1  hey  had  to  help  him  walk  from  the 
car  to  the  rostrum. 

Mike  the  Bike  always  did  give  value 
for  mone).  D 
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HONDA  CB750F 


New  Honda  CB750F  is  distinguished  by  reversed,  black-painted  Comstar  wheels.  There's  also  a  stronger  frame  and  improved  suspension. 


One  year  after  Honda  replaced  its 
classic  750  Four  with  the  new 
CB750  models,  the  compan\  has 
made  several  not-too-apparcnt  but  signifi- 
cant changes  for  the  1980  model  \ear 
Because  the  1979  model  Honda  750s'sold 
out  earlier  than  expected,  and  because  the 
changes  to  the  750s  have  been  minor,  the 
1980  model  Honda  750s.  both  the  F  and  K. 
are  being  released  earlier  than  the  reallv 
new  1980  model  Hondas. 

How  can  the  1980  Hondas  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  1979  models?  The 
1980  750F  is  most  obviously  different  be- 
cause of  its  black  reversed  Comstar  wheels. 


The  1980  750K  doesn't  have  the  same 
C"X500-styled  laillighi  found  on  the  1979 
model  K.  1  hen  there's  the  speedometer.  In 
accordance  with  federal  law.  the  1980 
Hondas,  and  all  1980  vehicles,  have  speed- 
ometers reading  no  higher  than  85  mph. 
Right  at  the  85  mph  position  there's  a  pin 
mounted  on  the  face  of  the  speedometer 
that  keeps  the  needle  from  running  any 
farther  No.  it  doesn't  hurt  the  speedome- 
ter if  tile  motorcN  cle's  speed  is  greater  than 
85  mph.  The  connection  between  the  nee- 
dle and  the  incoming  revolutions  of  the 
speedometer  cable  is  magnetic  so  w  hen  the 
needle  stops  and  the  acceleration  con- 


tinues, nothing  gets  bent.  Yes.  1979  mi> 
speedometers  are  interchangeable  w  ith 
1980  bike,  although  the  cost  is  steep.  \\\ 
told.  For  the  rider  who  just  has  to  kn 
how  fast  he's  going  there's  the  tachonu 
its  ligures  being  easilv  translated  to  iii 
per  hour  with  a  little  simple  ariihmeii 
What  makes  fast  riding  inv  iting  arc 
improvements  to  the  frame  and  susp 
sion.  The  1979  750F  was  a  line  hand 
bike  with  excellent  ci>rncring  cleara 
and  frame  geometry  but  it  suffered  f 
shocks  that  faded  quickly  when  run  h 
The  tires  were  slippery  and  the  pli 
swing  arm  pivot  led  a  short  life.  It  w; 
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Improved  Suspension  Makes  Honda's  Sporting  750  Even  Better. 


all  new  motorcycles,  the  1980  Hondas  will  have  a  speedometer  that  reads  no  higher 
1  85  mph. 


jstable  damping  shocks  on  the  CB750F  and  K  have  separate  controls  for  rebound 
compression  damping. 


lendous  bike  handicapped  by  a  few 
k  links. 

or  1979  the  shocks  have  been  changed 
m  all-new  adjustable  damping  type, 
ike  the  adjustable  damping  shocks  on 
uki's  biggest  machines,  the  Honda 
.'ks  have  separate  adjustments  for  com- 
ision  and  rebound  damping,  plus  the 
rnal  relief  valves  yield  diflerent  damp- 
rates  depending  on  the  speed  of  piston 
emcnt. 

.ebound  damping  is  adjustable  to  one 
hree  degrees  by  turning  a  collar  at  the 
of  the  shock  body.  The  collar  is  con- 
ted  to  an  adjuster  pipe  that  turns  a 


perforated  plate  through  a  claw.  The  per- 
forated plate  has  different  size  holes,  larger 
holes  allowing  shock  fluid  to  move  faster 
and  providing  correspondingly  less  damp- 
ing effect.  As  the  plate  turns  inside  the 
shock,  different  groups  of  holes  are  un- 
covered, yielding  the  different  damping 
rates.  Some  of  the  holes  are  covered  by  a 
blow-off  spring  which  serves  as  a  relief 
valve.  When  the  shock  piston  travels  at 
normal  speeds,  the  fluid  runs  through  the 
normal  holes.  When  a  big  dip  forces  the 
piston  to  move  faster,  building  up  more 
pressure,  the  blow-off  spring  uncovers  ad- 
ditional holes  and  allows  less  damping 


effort. 

Compression  damping  is  adjustable  to 
one  of  two  positions  by  flipping  a  lever  at 
the  bottom  of  the  shock  body.  Again,  the 
collar  ends  up  twisting  a  perforated  plate 
with  different  size  holes  providing  different 
damping  rates  and  a  blow-off  spring  re- 
ducing the  damping  when  big  bumps  or  a 
series  of  bumps  builds  up  shock  fluid 
pressure. 

Combined  with  the  new  shocks  are  new 
needle  bearings  for  the  swing  arm  pivot, 
replacing  the  plastic  bushings  used  on  the 
first  twin  cam  750s.  The  frame  area  around 
the  swing  arm  pivot  has  been  beefed  with 
additional  gusseting  and  the  triple  clamps 
provide  an  additional  5mm  offset  which 
translates  into  an  additional  4.33mm 
wheelbase  and  trail.  Finishing  up  the  han- 
dling improvements  are  a  better  grade  of 
tubeless  tires  mounted  on  the  reversed 
Comstar  wheels  of  the  750F  or  the  wire 
spoke  wheels  of  the  CB750K.  An  unusual 
change  to  the  new  model  is  the  530  o-ring 
chain  used  in  place  of  the  630  o-ring  chain 
of  last  year's  model.  Honda  says  new  chain 
technology  makes  the  530  chain  longer 
lasting  and  quieter  than  the  630  chain  used 
previously. 

The  changes  on  the  1980  750  are  minor. 
The  engine  is  unchanged.  It's  still  the  same 
dual  overhead  cam,  16-valve  Four  with 
accelerator  pump-assisted  CV  carbs  and 
inductive  electronic  ignition.  It  was  a  state- 
of-the-art  motor  last  year,  and  because  last 
year's  model  met  the  stiffer  1980  emission 
regulations,  the  1980  bike  is  exactly  the 
same  and  Honda  didn't  have  to  go  through 
another  emissions  test  this  year. 

Take  the  most  powerful  750  motorcycle 
made,  improve  the  suspension  and  put  it  in 
a  rigid  frame  and  the  result  is  the  most 
sporting  machine  on  two  wheels.  It  has  the 
power  to  turn  quarter  mile  times  of  12.52 
sec.  at  speeds  of  107.27  mph.  The  75  bhp 
motor  can  propel  the  750F  at  speeds  of  1 25 
mph.  At  the  same  time  the  Honda  is  a 
match  for  any  machine  on  a  winding  road. 
It  corners  confidently  and  precisely,  need- 
ing little  effort  to  steer,  having  no  wobble, 
and  able  to  lean  over  farther  than  anyone 
would  imagine  a  transverse  four  cylinder 
engine  bike  could. 

Changes  in  the  way  brake  discs  are  ma- 
chined have  eliminated  a  pulsing  felt 
through  the  handlebar  of  1979  model 
Hondas  with  discs,  the  new  brakes  working 
smoothly,  powerfully  and  predictably. 

Riding  the  CB750F  is  a  treat  even  for 
people  who  spend  every  day  riding  every 
possible  brand  of  motorcycle.  Even  the  85 
mph  speedometer,  which  will  be  found  on 
all  new  motorcycles,  can't  dampen  the 
thrill  of  riding  such  a  responsive 
motorcycle.  H 


)s  by  Steve  Ktmball 


OCTOBER  1979/69 

■enal 


by  John  Ulrich 

M\  neck  ached  and  m\  arms  were 
pumped  up  IrDin  figliling  tlie 
wind  and  wrestling  the  heavily- 
laden  Yamaha  XSII  through  unending 
strings  i)t"  lefl-right-lert  curves,  turns,  esses 
leading  between  stone  houses,  churches 
and  bakeries  that  had  seen  at  least  three 
centuries  of  use.  Winding  down  hillsides 
like  uater  spilled  from  a  well,  the  road  is 
narrower  than  an  average  American  resi- 
dential street  yet  is  a  main  route.  Huge 
trees  often  mark  the  point  where  highway 
ends  and  I'arm  begins.  In  the  niisi\  dis- 
tance fantastic  steeples  and  what  look  to 
be  medieval  castles  break  up  the  myriad 
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shades  of  green  glow  ing  in  the  last  rays  of 
sunset. 

The  countryside  is  unbelievable,  the 
road  impossible,  changing  from  cob- 
blestone to  asphalt  to  a  mixture  of  the  twn. 
charging  breakneck  up  and  dow  n  hill,  rid- 
dled with  blind  crests  followed  b\  faliing- 
awav  turns  that  make  the  bike  feel  weight- 
less one  second  and  like  lead  the  next. 
Bizarre  Citroen  2C'\'s  (automobiles  with 
bodywork  introduced  in  1448).  tUishy  1979 
Matra-Simca  sports  cars,  ancient  BMW's 
w  ith  ri>w  boat-st\ le  sidecars  thai  look  left 
over  from  World  War  II.  huge  semi-trailer 
trucks  and  voung  girls  on  mopeds  dodge 


each  other  and  light  for  lane  sp  ice  ( 
voung  girls  usualK  w  inning),  all  the  w  I 
forming  a  moving,  unpredictable  chic, 
for  anvbodv  riding  a  molorcvcle  at  tw 
the  posted  speed  limit. 

.lust  ahe;id  and  leading  the  wav  on 
intricate  route  from  C  alais  to  l\iris  is  .Si 
White,  an  Hnglishman  who  lives  in  \\ 
and  is  returning  home  after  a  trip  to  Sc 
land.  We  had  met  on  the  Hovercraft  fe 
between  Ramsgate.  England  (near  Di>v 
and  Calais.  France.  Now  White,  .v'?.  shi 
ers  sparks  as  he  drags  his  BMW  Rf 
engine  guards  in  traUic  circles  and  prom 
involuntarv  gasps  inside  mv  helmet  as 
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.cs  iruck>,  car.s.  hicNclcs  all  al  imcc  on 
hicstone  curves. 

Do  you  always  ride  like  this?"  I  ask 
n  1  catch  up  at  the  first  traffic  signal  we 
iiinter. 

Ves."  he  replied.  "Why?" 
his  is  European  touring. 

*    *  * 

was  halfway  through  a  six-countr\. 
0-kilometer(2  170-mile),  three-week 
opean  lour,  and  I  had  alreads  forgotten 

ideas  of  American-style,  full-dress, 
ite.  relaxed  touring.  My  trip  began 
h  a  Vamaha  borrowed  from  the  Cier- 
1  distributor.  Mitsui  Maschinen.  Gm 

3S  by  John  Ulrlch 


bll)  on  the  auiobahns.  and  the  lirst  thing 
that  became  ob\  ious  was  that  e\er\  thing  is 
different.  I  here  are  no  speed  limits  on  the 
German  autobahns.  (which  would  be 
called  interstate  hiahwavs  in  America), 
and  how  fast  people  ride  or  drive  is  purelv 
an  economic  question.  The  faster  thev 
drive,  the  more  .S2.0()-a-gallon  fuel  thevll 
use.  and  if  they're  svilling  to  pay  the  price, 
they  can  go  as  fast  as  their  vehicle  will 
travel. 

In  Germany,  people  run  their  super- 
bikes  at  2(X)  kph  ( 124  mph)  w  ith  complete 
immunity,  wurrying  onlv  about  tire  life 
and  running  range.  In  countries  like 


France,  with  a  maximum  speed  limit  on 
the  tollroads  of  120  kph  (75  mph).  they  ' 
ignore  the  speed  limit  and  crui.se  as  fast  as 
they  want  anyway.  You  quickly  understand 
why  European  tourers  like  clip-on  han- 
dlebars, rear-set  pegs,  tank  bags  and  cafe-  : 
style  fairings.  Holding  onto  and  steering  j 
an  unfaired.  heavily-laden  molorcvcle  at  i 
speed  is  a  great  isometric  exercise  for  neck 
and  arm  muscles,  but  it  gets  tiring  after  a 
few  hundred  kilometers.  I 
It  is.  without  a  doubt,  more  consuming, 
more  tiring,  more  demanding  of  con- 
centration on  a  hundred  things  at  once 
than  real,  on-the-raclrack  racing.  The> 
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roads  twist  and  turn  and  climb  and  dive 
and  the  road  edge  is  marked  by  a  cliff  or  a 
gorge  or  a  huge  old  tree  or  a  canal  or 
simply  a  stone  barn  six  inciies  out  of  the 
traffic  lane,  and  the  surface  is  apt  to  change 
any  moment  from  good  to  bad  to  unrida- 
ble.  The  traffic  is  a  mix  of  every  kind  of 
vehicle  with  every  conceivable  speed  po- 
tential. Add  in  kids.  dogs,  intersections, 
traffic  circles,  rain  and  directional  signs  in 
foreign  languages  and  the  American  trav- 
eler has  got  some  problems  to  deal  with. 

You  blink  your  eyes  or  roll  ofl"  the  throt- 
tle for  an  instant  to  double-take  a  road  sign 
in  Germany  and  10  guys  blast  past  on 
superbikes— six  of  them  with  their  girl- 
friends riding  on  the  back-alternator 
covers  on  the  ground  and  exhaust  pipes 
and  stands  dragging  lines  on  the  already- 
scarred  asphalt.  Every  one  is  wcarinu  full 
leathers,  and  the  girls  have  matching, 
color-coordinated  leather  suits,  boots,  and 
gloves. 

Underneath  it  all.  beyond  the  easy  ob- 
servation of  fearless  madmen  on  the  road, 
is  the  inescapable  fact  that  most  of  these 
riders  are  pretty  good.  You  don't  find  many 
people  riding  superbikes  who  are  afraid  of 
the  throttle  or  uncertain  of  their  machine's 
limit.  If  they've  survived  on  European 
roads  long  enough  to  ride  a  GSIOOO  or 
KZIOOO  they  must  have  learned  something 
about  riding  hard  and  traveling  fast,  and  it 
shows  when  you  see  them  on  the  streets. 

The  effect  of  high  (or  non-existent,  or 
ignored)  speed  limits  shows  in  the  skill 
level  and  alertness  of  automobile  drivers  as 
well.  You  may  be  riding  20  mph  faster  than 
most  traffic  on  an  autobahn,  hut  before 
you  can  reach  for  the  high-beam  switch  or 
need  to  touch  the  brakes  the  drivers  in  the 
left  lane  have  already  started  to  move  out 
of  your  way. 

You  know  you're  in  a  foreign  country 
when  you  keep  wishing  your  XS 1 1  had  a 
sixth  (or  seventh)  gear.  Cruising  along  in 
fifth  gear  on  a  I  lOOcc  motorcycle  just 
doesn't  seem  natural  when  you  look  down 
at  the  tach  and  see  7000  rpm  (1 12  mph).  It 
also  doesn't  seem  natural  to  spend  $10  on 
five  gallons  of  gasoline  every  135  miles,  or 
to  get  less  than  30  mpg  at  a  steady  speed. 
And  pity  the  poor  soul  whose  machine 
bums  oil.  because  in  Europe  a  liter  (1.06 
qt.)  can  cost  the  equivalent  of  $5.00  at  gas 
stations,  a  '/i-liter  can  about  $3.00. 

Western  Europe  in  general,  and  es- 
pecially Germany,  is  hard  on  vehicles.  It 
suddenly  dawns  on  you  that  you  don't  see 
any  Volkswagen  bugs  in  Germany-every- 
body  has  relatively  new  Volkswagen  Golfs 
(the  European  version  of  the  Rabbit), 
Audis.  BMWs.  Mercedes-Benz.  Opels. 
Porsches.  Old  cars  (and  bikes)  don't  seem 
to  exist.  The  combination  of  speeds  driven, 
road  surfaces,  weather  and  a  tough,  man- 
datory, every-two-years  German  vehicle 
inspection  weeds  them  out.  There  also 
aren't  many  Japanese  cars  in  Germany. 

It's  a  different  story  with  bikes.  The 
Japanese  wave  has  washed  over  most  of 


Europe.  The  majority  of  bikes  are  from 
Japan. 

"I  used  to  have  a  BMW,"  one  German 

with  an  XSII  told  me.  "But  the  reason  I 
would  buy  a  BMW  is  comfort.  This  Ya- 
maha has  comfort  and  more  horsepower, 
too."  Anybody  who  rides  the  autobahn 
appreciates  power.  Yamaha  XSl  Is  rule  the 
autobahns. 

•   *  * 

The  real  action  had  started  at  the  Con- 

tidrom.  a  huge  Contintental  tire  test  facil- 
ity in  Northern  Germany.  The  Contidrom 
is  the  site  of  an  annual  motorcycle  rally. 
This  year,  an  estimated  30.(X)0  people  at- 
tended. Most  camped  in  grassy  meadows 
within  the  fenced  facility,  during  the  three- 
day  event.  Plenty  of  beer  and  a  two-slory- 
high  campfire  warmed  the  nights.  With 
daylight,  participants  could  wander 
through  the  parking  areas  checking  out 
row-after-row  of  motorcycles,  trick  and 
not-so-trick.  Or  they  could  visit  displays  on 
tire  construction  and  performance  inside  a 
large  circus  tent  which  doubled  as  conces- 
sion stand  and  eating  ^rea.  Off  in  one 
paddock  area  was  a  display  of  vintage 
motorcycles.  On  one  day  a  bunch  of  old 
timers  wheeled  out  their  precious  DKWs. 
Moto  Guzzis,  Rudges.  Panthers.  Gold 
Stars  and  every  other  kind  of  aged  Euro- 
pean motorcycle  and  cut  eight  laps  around 
the  base  of  the  Contidrom's  1.75-mile 
banked  oval,  the  object  being  to  turn  sev- 
eral consistent  laps  at  the  same  exact 
speed. 

Along  the  main  straightaway  of  the  oval 
were  periodic  demonstrations  of  motorcy- 
cle handling  and  safety. 

Brave  souls  could  bring  their  motorcycle 
and  enter  several  skill  tests.  One  was  a 
complicated  held  meet  which  required  rid- 
ing over  a  see-saw:  riding  along  a  straight 
wooden  beam:  placing  three  brass  rings  on 
posts  while  riding  past:  riding  around  a 
circle  while  holding  the  end  of  a  wooden 
beam  pivoted  at  the  center,  underneath  a 
succession  of  three  lower-and-lower  lim- 
bo-style underpa.sses.  and  around  a  figure- 
eight  outlined  with  up-ended  wooden 
blocks.  The  lucky  rider  who  survived  those 
tests  without  dabbing  had  to  pluck  a 
wooden  spear  from  a  holder  as  he  rode 
past,  stick  it  through  a  1-in.  hole  in  a  2-ft. 
diameter  target,  catch  the  spear  as  it  came 
through  the  target,  and  place  it  in  a  second 
holder 

That  was  the  tame  stuff. 

Inside  the  oval  is  a  1.4-mile  handling 
course  with  every  kind  of  turn  from  high- 
speed to  second-gear  to  decreasing  radius 
to  off-camber  One  curve  even  has  a  big 
bump  built  into  it  that  unloads,  then  slams 
the  suspension  while  the  bike  is  leaned 
over  near  the  apex.  Cutouts  and  traffic 
cones  allow  different  routing,  but  the  ver- 
sion open  during  the  rally  had  12  turns. 
The  amazing  thing  is  that  anybody  at  the 
rally  could  bring  their  bike— be  it  a  50cc 
Kreidler  or  a  CBX— and  ride  on  the  course 
with  or  without  passenger.  The  waiting 


area  was  packed  with  bikes,  hundreds 
riders  awaiting  their  turn. 

There  were  several  times  set  aside  ea 
day  when  rally-goers  could  be  driv 
around  the  oval  track  in  a  fast  car.  saili 
around  the  57"  banking  at  90  mph.  The  ( 
drivers  didn't  even  have  to  steer-the  < 
would  be  fiat  and  level  on  the  straightaw 
one  moment,  then  instantly  be  up  on  wt 
seemed  to  be  a  vertical  wall. 

Selected,  experienced  riders  at  the  ra 
were  allowed  to  charge  around  the  bar 
ing.  following  a  Continental  test  rider.  1 
front  straightaway  was  still  wet  from  spr 
klers  u.sed  in  a  wet-braking  demonstrati 
when  I  had  a  chance  to  ride  a  Hon 
CB900FZ  on  the  oval.  I  didn't  see  h 
anybody  could  go  into  the  banking  at  I 
kph  (1 12  mph)  on  wet  tires  and  not  era 
yet  the  test  rider  I  was  following  did.  1 
knowing  it  was  possible  and  doing  it  w( 
two  different  things. 

And  riding  on  the  bank!  To  put  t 
angle  in  perspective.  Daytona  is  banked 
34°.  The  Contidrom  makes  Daytona  lo 
flat. 

Even  saying  it's  57"  does  it  no  justi 
The  angle  is  measured  with  a  straight  li 
from  bank  top  to  ground  level.  The  bar 
ing  itself  is  bowl-shaped  and  the  effect  is 
riding  inside  a  gigantic,  concrete  ban 
The  left  handlebar  is  pointed  toward  t 
ground,  the  suspension  fully  compress 
under  the  force  of  2g.  the  bike  jurr 
around  on  small  bumps.  To  stay  near  t 
painted  line  marking  the  top  (fast)  lan( 
must  steer  and  make  small  corrections.  1 
the  bike  follows  the  banking  around  w 
no  need  to  start  at  the  top.  dive  down 
the  middle  and  rise  again  at  the  end  of  i 
bank,  which  is  how  to  ride  shallov 
banked  tracks. 

As  the  sun  slowly  sets,  one  end  of  i 
track  is  in  shadow,  and  riding  the  banki 
on  that  side  is  absolutely  terrifying.  On  i 
wall,  helmet  and  eyes  in  sunlight,  motor 
cle  and  wheels  in  shade,  visibility  nicht 
gut  (not  so  good).  My  big  fear  is  that 
ride  over  the  lip  of  the  bowl— which  see 
an  arm's  length  above  the  bike's  gas  tan 
and  f]y  off  into  the  forest  below.  After  f 
laps.  I  pull  in. 

*  *  4i 

The  first  two  days  of  the  rails.  I  w( 
Levis.  T-shirt  and  leather  jacket— a 
stood  out  in  the  crowd  of  leather^suii 
riders.  The  third  day  I  wore  my  raci 
leathers  and  blended  right  in.  The  oi 
thing  that  drew  attention  was  the  scrap 
duct  tape  on  my  knees.  Several  rid 
asked-hrst  in  German,  then  in  hesiti 
English-where  they  could  get  such  "Kt 
ny  Roberts  tape." 

*  *  « 

The  Contidrom  was  nearly  empty 
evening  of  the  third  day,  the  roads  lead 
for  the  track  clogged  with  riders  go 
home  to  all  parts  of  Germany.  It  was  th 
in  front  of  empty  grandstands,  that  I  ha 
chance  to  ride  the  Continental  outrigi? 
equipped  test  BMW  on  a  surface  of  ' 
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Sleslones.  It's  easy  to  crash  on  cobbles. 
it"s  fun  when  vou  can  lovvside.  hi"h- 
and  flop  back-and-forth  while  spin- 
;  like  a  lop.  all  without  injury.  The 
els  of  the  hydraulic  outrigger  system 
t  by  C  ontinental  technicians  don't 
;h  the  ground  until  the  motorcycle  has 
shed."  It's  then  that  the  extra  wheels 
I  certain  death  into  great  Tun  and  hi- 
y.  The  feeling  \v  hen  the  rear  end  passes 
front  and  the  bike  highsides  is  impossi- 
to  describe.  The  best  part  is  no  "thud" 
r wards  .  .  . 

*    *  * 

ni  tooling  down  the  autobahn  and  see 
ntastic  castle  looming  in  the  distance, 
pull  otfat  the  next  exit  (or  Ausfahrt). 
d  for  the  building  and  park  on  cob- 
tones.  Finished  in  1640  A.D.  after  50 
•s  of  construction,  the  Schloss  Arens- 
i  is  now  a  hotel  and  restaurant, 
he  house  specialty  is  "Spargel  mil 
inken."  But  what  the  Ober  (\\ailer) 
gs  looks  nothing  like  asparagus  with 
1.  It  is  a  plate  of  12  pale-white,  foot- 


long,  "j-in.  diameter  shafts,  each  with  a 
single,  rounded  tip.  It  may  be  the  most 
suggestive  piece  of  cuisine  in  the  world. 
*    •  * 

The  trouble  with  traveling  in  Europe  is 
that  although  the  countries  are  small  and 
distances  short,  each  counlrv  has  its  own 
language  and  currency.  1  he  traveller  must 
change  money  often  to  have  marks  in 
Germany,  guilders  in  Holland,  francs  in 
France,  pounds  in  Fngland.  Every  tmie 
vou  change,  you  lose.  Take  a  check  in 
pounds  to  an  American  bank  and  you  get 
$1.80  for  each  pound.  Buy  pounds  at  a 
British  port  of  entry  and  they  cost  you 
S2.I4  each.  Even  though  the  exchange 
rates  at  banks  inside  countries  -as  opposed 
to  on  the  borders-are  better,  the  institu- 
tion always  comes  out  ahead.  Money 
changing  is  big  business,  or  maybe  a  big 
racket.  And  to  cash  American  Eixpress 
traveler's  checks,  the  banks  take  a  commis- 
sion as  well. 

It's  a  case  of  house  odds  the  banks 
never  lose. 


That  detective  on  TV  never  said  any- 
thing about  this. 

•  *  * 

The  sun  in  northern  Europe  looks  just 
like  the  sun  in  America.  But  it  can't  be  the 
same  sun.  because  although  there's  light 
and  sunshine  all  around,  it's  ct)ld.  Maybe 
standing  still  is  okay,  but  jump  on  a  bike  in 
.lune  and  it's  like  C'alil'ornia  winter,  no 
matter  \s  hai  the  lucals  sa\  about  the  warm 
weather.  A  heat  wave  in  Cologne,  it  seems, 
is  about  70°.  It's  better  on  occasion,  and 
Holland  was  even  hot  for  half  a  dav.  but  in 
general  it'sjust  not  like  a  good-old-Ameri- 
can summer 

The  day  plays  by  different  rules,  loo.  In 
Holland,  the  Sun  set  at  10  p.m.  and  rose 
around  3  a.m. 

*  *  * 

Pull  up  to  a  gas  station  in  Holland  on  a 
bike  with  Cierman  license  plates  and  the 
attendant  naturally  speaks  to  you  in  Cier- 
man. "Achlund/wanzig.  bitte."  2S  (guil- 
ders) please.  But  something  in  the  lone, 
the  look  says  that  maybe  the  Dutch  don't  > 
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"The  guys  packing  double  are  riding  harder  on  public  roads  than  half  the  field  at  an  American  club  race 


really  like  the  Germans  spilling  into  their 
country  for  vacations. 

"Well."  a  British  friend  said  later  when  I 
told  him  the  same  story,  "you  must  re- 
member that  every  25  or  30  years  the 
Germans  have  gone  on  holiday  in  Western 
Europe  with  the  Panzer  tanks." 

His  line  got  a  big  laugh  in  London,  but 
somehow  they  seem  to  take  it  all  more 
seriously  in  Venlo  or  Antwerp  or  Calais. 
*    *  * 

I  discovered  an  interesting  German 
quirk  while  looking  for  my  hotel  the  night 
before  visiting  the  Continental  motorcycle 
tire  factory  in  Korbach.  The  hotel  was  in 
Arolsen,  a  small  town  in  a  scenic  area  of 
middle  Germany,  near  Kassel.  Following  a 
road  map,  I  pulled  into  Arolsen.  walked 
into  a  tiny  beer-hall /pool-room /hotel  and 
started  talking  to  the  man  behind  the  bar 
in  English. 

He  didn't  speak  English.  "Kein  Zimmer 
frei"  (no  room  free),  had  no  reservation, 
had  never  heard  of  anybody  named 
Ulrich. 

"Isn't  this  the  Schloss  Hotel?"  I  asked  in 
desperation. 
Silence. 

"Nein.  Das  ist  nicht  das  Schloss  Hotel." 
More  German,  rapid-fire,  then  the  man 
waves  me  outside  and  points  down  the 
road.  I  jump  back  on  the  bike,  ride  down 
the  street,  pass  a  sign  indicating  the 
Arolsen  city  limits.  A  mile  or  two  later  I 
enter  another  small  town,  with  the  sign 
"Arolsen."  Soon  I  was  through  it  as  well. 
Three  more  miles,  another,  larger,  burg, 
with  the  same  sign.  "Arolsen."  This  one 
had  a  Schkxss  Hotel,  a  mansion  and  tourist 
resort  where  everybody  spoke  English. 

The  next  day.  Manfred  Kunz  of  Conti- 
nental explained.  To  tidy  up  their  topogra- 
phy, the  Germans  decided  about  five  years 
ago  that  tiny  little  villages  should  all  be 
called  by  the  name  of  the  nearest  semi- 
large  town.  Thus,  there  may  be  three  or 
four  or  five  "Arolsens."  and  only  the  locals 
know  for  sure  which  one  is  w  hich  or  what  it 
used  to  be  called. 


After  the  race  atAssen,  Dutch  townspeople  line  the  roads  to  watch  the  exodus  of  traffic.  1 
only  get  one  look  a  year,  and  don 't  want  to  miss  it. 


It's  enough  to  shake  one's  faith  in  Ger- 
man engineering. 

*    *  * 

Everyone  hears  how  expensive  Europe 
is.  and  it's  true  that  a  dollar  doesn't  buy 
what  it  used  to.  But  on  the  nights  when 
hotel  reservations  hadn't  been  made  for 
me  by  the  public  relations  man  of  a  large 
company  eager  to  show  me  the  best  (and 
most  expensive),  it  wasn't  that  bad.  Small 
hotels  are  everywhere.  One  night.  1  just 
turned  oft'  the  autobahn  onto  a  likely- 
looking  secondary  highway  in  Germany, 
wandering  through  the  best  scenery  I'd 
seen,  mountains  with  pines,  picturesque 
towns  nuzzling  the  hillsides  and  scattering 
across  the  valleys.  A  promising-looking 
"Ga.sthaus"  appeared  in  Tubingen. 

"Haben  sie  ein  Zimmer  frei.  mit  Bad?" 
(Have  you  a  room  free,  with  bath?-you 
must  ask  for  a  room  with  bath  if  you  want  a 
private  bathroom  and  shower)  I  asked  the 
motherly-looking  lady  bustling  around  the 
attached  dining  room,  which  was  full  of 
Germans  drinking  beer  and  eating.  "Ja. 
Ja"  she  said,  leading  me  upstairs  into  a 
spotless,  new.  large  room  complete  with 


two  beds,  table,  desk,  chairs  and 
Breakfast  was  included  and  the  bill  \\ ; 
marks,  about  $17.00.  A  steak  dinner  in 
restaurant  cost  18  marks,  about  S9.()( 
typical  meal  in  a  fast  food  place  cos 
marks,  about  S5.00.  including  two 
bottles  of  "Limonade."  which  is  what  ( 
mans  call  soda  pop  regardless  of  fla 
That's  no  more  expensive  than  in 
United  States. 

*    *  * 

Manfred  and  Fritz,  two  young  Gcrn 
who  lived  near  Cologne,  were  waitins. 
the  ferry  boat  from  Dunkirk  to  1). 
when  I  pulled  up  at  11  a.m.  one  r. 
night.  They  were  on  their  way  to  \ac.i 
in  Ireland. 

Manfred  rode  a  new.  Cierman-m.i 
version  SR500  Yamaha  with  a  27-ho 
power  engine.  German  insurance  raic- 
set  by  horsepower,  not  displacement, 
by  buying  the  detuned  model.  Man 
could  save  about  $100  a  year  in  liab 
insurance  premiums,  paying  about 
instead  of  $500.  Fritz  had  just  bouL 
u.sed  R60/5  600cc  BMW  to  replace 
R75/6  his  roommate  had  destroyed 
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intage  rider  on  a  water-cooled  vintage  DKW  hurtles  down  Ttie  cathedral  at  Reims.  France, 
main  straight  at  the  Contidrom. 


iwer-end  crash.  Fritz's  BMW  was  cold 
Jed.  refusing  to  take  the  throttle,  spit- 
ind  sputtering  until  it  warmed  up,  and 
as  worried  sick  that  something  was 
ig.  "Did  you  hear  the  explosions?"  he 
when  the  cylinders  spit  back  into  the 

look  a  lot  to  convince  him  that  BM  Ws 
slide-lhrotlle  carbs  are  like  that,  and 
(  thing  was  okay.  But  during  a  2'  :-hour 
on  a  boat  carrying  everything  from 
•strians  \o  freight  trains,  there's  plenty 
[Tie  for  talk. 

*    *  * 

heard  of  English  rain,  and  now  I  was 
No  wonder  oily  rainsuits.  rubber 
i.  shaft  drive  and  enclosed  chain  cases 
:  a  big  hit  with  the  English.  This  was 
js  rain.  The  10()  miles  to  London  left 
old  and  soggy.  Worse  yet  was  finding 
mond.  Surrey,  where  friend  and  Cycle 
c/ contributor  John  Nutting  lives.  My 
wasn't  detailed  enough.  The  gas  sta- 

I  tried  didn't  have  better  maps  for 
and  nobody  I  slopped  on  the  street 

where  Surrey,  a  suburban  area.  was. 
IS  incredible.  Stop  somebody  on  the 


street  in  Los  Angeles  and  ask  how  to  get  to 
Pasadena,  and  they'll  tell  you. 

But  it's  no  wonder  that  London  is  con- 
fusing for  even  the  residents.  The  citv  was 
largely  built  between  1850  and  1900.  and 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  straight  road  or 
direct  road.  You'll  be  flying  down  the 
motorway  (freeway,  interstate)  and  all  of  a 
sudden  there  will  be  billbt)ards  diagram- 
ming a  big  traffic  circle,  called  a  round- 
about. Everybody  pilches  it  into  a  lefl- 
hundcr  around  the  circle  until  they  get  to 
their  exit,  which  may  be  one  of  five  or  six 
streets  meeting  there,  and  dive  out.  It's 
definitely  a  case  of  bigger  is  best.  The  one 
time  I  thought  I  had  the  knack  of  it  and 
was  holding  my  own,  I  heard  a  loud 
"Honk!"  coming  from  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  my  right  leg,  looked  dow  n  and 
saw  a  w  hite  fender  in  near  contact,  all  at  35 
mph.  The  driver  was  a  determined,  white- 
haired  old  lady. 

Gasoline  in  England  is  $3.00  a  gallon. 
Spending  the  equivalent  of  S15  to  fill  up  a 
Yamaha  is  unnerving,  and  sporadic  U.S.- 
style  gas  lines  were  the  talk  of  the  day. 
*    *  * 


The  hovercraft  has  a  hold  for  vehicles 
and  an  airline-style  passenger  cabin  com- 
plete with  attentive  stewarde.s,ses.  The  hold 
has  room  for  only  two  bikes,  parked  off  to 
the  side  in  small  niches.  When  I  lifted  the 
\amaha  onto  its  centerstand,  the  left  han- 
dlebar hooked  a  hull  rib  on  the  way  up. 
The  bike  teetered  on  one  centerstand  leg, 
then  fell  awav  fn)m  me  with  a  resounding 
crash.  C  rewmen  and  amused  passengers 
stared,  motionless,  as  I  struggled  to  lift  the 
bike  and  gear  without  success  until  Steve 
White  ran  over  from  his  BMW  to  help. 

Hovercraft  and  cargo  cro.ss  the  English 
channel  on  a  six-foot-tall  bubble  of  air 
held  captive  by  a  big,  black  skirt,  kicking 
up  a  cloud  of  spray  that  obscures  the  view 
from  the  w  indows.  A  jet-engine  roar  limits 
conversation.  The  ride  is  so  bumpy  that 
writing  is  difficult  and  the  stewardesses 
hold  onto  .seat  backs  as  they  prowl  the 
aisles,  but  the  28-mile  trip  acro.ss  the  chan- 
nel takes  only  20  minutes  on  a  fair  day. 
White  invited  me  to  spend  the  night  at  his 
Paris  apartment,  and  after  being  waved 
through  customs,  we  were  ofl". 
l  onliniicil  on  />iii;c  W 
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THE  YAMAHA  4  SI 

DON'T  I 


Contrary  to  popular  belief,  how 
much  power  a  motorcycle  has  is 
not  necessarily  a  function  of  how 
complicated  you  make  its  engine. 

For  years,  our  high-perfor- 
mance four-strokes  have  been 
delivering  maximum  power  with 
minimum  complexity. 

By  keeping  the  number  of 
cylinders  and  overall  size  down, 
our  engineers  have  been  able  to 
concentrate  on  other  important 
considerations.  Like  how  well  a 
bike  performs  in  the  teeth  of  a 
gusting  wind.  How  much  control 
it  offers  on  those  long,  never- 
ending  curves.  And  how  many 


miles  it  can  squeeze  out  of  a 
gallon  of  gas. 

We're  well  aware  that  the  nar- 
rower a  motorcycle  is,  the  better 
it  handles.  And  Yamaha  builds 
some  of  the  narrowest  engines 
in  their  classes.  Without  ever 
compromising  power 

Our  overhead  cam  single  is  a 
case  in  point  Patterned  after  the 
big  bore  singles  that  ruled  the 
streets  in  the  '50s,  its  immense 
long-stroking  piston  pumps  out  an 
incredible  amount  of  pure,  practi- 
cal power  and  low-end  torque. 

On  top  of  that,  we've  added 
some  technological  advances  that 


make  our  single  sing.  Like  Capa- 
citor Discharge  Ignition.  Oil-in- 
the-frame  lubrication.  Even  a 
piston-position  indicator  and  conr 
pression  release  lever  for  easier 
kick  starting. 

Our  653cc  vertical  twin  is  noc 
less  classic  in  design.  Clean  and 
uncluttered,  it's  the  only  SOHC 
four-stroke  vertical  twin  of  its 
size  in  production. 

Through  a  combination  of 
sophisticated  single-overhead- 
cam  design,  a  crankshaft  counte:? 
weighting  system  and  special 
engine  mounts,  the  650  twin 
generates  smooth,  steady,  amples 


)wer,  without  the  excessive 
igine  vibration  common  to  earlier 
ritish  twins. 

Our  747cc  powerplant  is  an 
iginal— the  one  and  only  triple 
nong  750cc  motorcycles.  And 
ose  three  huge  cylinders  chum 
it  as  much  sheer  performance  as 
ly  four-cylinder  750  anywhere. 

Transistor  Controlled  Ignition 
ectronically  monitors  spark, 
ithout  use  of  mechanical  breaker 
Dints.  And  triple  Mikuni  carbs 
)timize  the  air-fuel  mixture. 

Still,  even  with  all  that  going 
r  it,  the  747cc  triple  is  the  slim- 
est  and  one  of  the  lightest 


designs  in  its  class. 

Which  brings  us  to  another 
lean  machine:  our  UOlcc,  DOHC 
four-cylinden 

Measuring  a  mere  22Yi  inches 
in  width,  it's  the  narrowest 
engine  design  of  its  kind.  A  fact 
that  in  no  way  hampers  its  gargan- 
tuan output  (11.73  seconds  in  tihe 
quarter  mile). 

Technological  touches  include 
Yamaha's  progressive  Vacuum 
Advance,  a  system  that  calculates 
and  unfailin^y  calls  up  a  power- 
ful response  to  any  throttle 
command.  TCI,  which  fires  the 
sparkplugs  electronically.  And  an 


efficient  4-into-2  exhaust  system 
that  scavenges  exhaust  in  a  man- 
ner that  produces  a  deep  and 
commanding  sound. 

These  engines  comprise  what 
is  perhaps  the  most  complete, 
unique  and  fuel-efficient  line  of 
four-strokes  ever  made. 

And  stand  as  proof  that  building 
exceptional  hi^-performance 
engines  is  not  so  much  a  matter 
of  how  fast  you  make  them  go. 

But  how  you  make  them  go 
fast 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  Jioic  they're  built. 


DG  HONDA  CmSS 


More  of  Everything  Plus  a  Change  of  Tire 
Makes  the  DG  Racer  Worth  the  Extra  Money 


Honda  continued  building  their  old 
style  I25CR  motocrosser  until  vir- 
tually no  one  would  buy  it.  Major 
rework  was  required  to  make  a  CRI25 
Honda  competitive.  Finally,  an  all-new 
125  was  introduced  for  1979.  Honda's  new 
model  was  good  but  didn't  exactly  date  the 
competition  the  way  the  lirst  C'RI25  did. 
The  23  in.  front  wheel  brought  mixed 
reactions  and  the  much  advertised  C  law 
Action  tires  were  criticized  by  man\.  One 
of  the  biggest  complaints  about  the 
CRI25R  during  our  125  shootout  (Juno. 
1979)  was  a  problem  with  the  front  end 
skating  and  a  tendency  for  the  front  to  saw 
when  entering  corners.  Was  the  problem 
caused  by  the  23  in.  v^'heel.  or  the  claw 
tires,  or  a  too-short  swing  arm.  or  the  rake 
angle,  or  ...  ? 

DG  Performance  Products  in  .Anaheim. 
California  acquired  one  of  the  new  125s 
and  started  experimenting.  Their  goal  was 
to  make  the  CRI25R  handle  better  and  to 
increase  horsepower.  Both  goals  were  met. 
but  a  lot  of  time  and  effort  went  into  the 
project. 

The  handling  problem  was  a  combina- 
tion of  all  the  above.  Our  [)G-modified 
test  machine  had  a  longer  aluminum 
swing  arm.  KYB  F  Series  shocks.  IRC  tires 
and  air  caps  on  the  forks.  These  mods 
cured  the  CR's  bad  manners;  the  head 
shake  and  skate  both  disappeared. 


The  gold  anodizcd  aluminum  swing  arm 
is  manufactured  by  DG  and  offers  less 
weight,  one  in.  more  wheelbase.  more 
strength  and  stability. 

Pr4)bablv  the  biggest  problem  with  a  23 
in.  front  wheel  is  the  limited  choice  of  tires 
available.  IRC  has  recently  introduced  an 
alternative  to  the  Bridgestone  Claw.  Their 
model  designation  is  G45Z.  Our  bike  was 
equipped  with  a  4.10-18  rear  and  3.00-23 
front.  The  difference  in  performance  and 
rider  confidence  was  phenomenal. 

Suspension  mods  at  the  front  were  lim- 
ited to  a  change  of  oil  and  DG  air  caps. 
The  stock  travel  is  1 1.0  in.  and  damping 
good,  so  nothing  else  was  changed.  The  air 
caps  allow  adjustability  for  different  tracks 
and  varving  conditions.  We  ran  10  weight 
oil  and  6  psi  of  air. 

The  stock  rear  shocks  aren't  too  bad. 
rhe  problem  is  they  can't  be  rebuilt.  DG's 
solution  was  the  installation  of  KYB's 
latest  air/spring  F  Series  shock.  They  have 
two  separate  rate  internal  springs,  adjust- 
able rebt)und  damping,  and  oil  volume 
and  weight  adjustability.  Air  pressure  can 
be  adjusted  from  0  to  152  psi  and  oil 
volume  from  164  cc  to  a  maximum  of  213 
cc.  We  found  the  stock  oil  volume,  and 
weight.  I74cc  of  KYB  #3  (SAE  5w).  and 
40  to  55  psi  combined  with  the  softest 
rebound  setting  worked  well  on  our  test 
tracks.  KYB  recommends  using  theiroil  or> 


Bcl-Rav  LT-100  shock  oil.  never  regular 
motor  oil.  The  KYB.s  are  complelely  re- 
buildable  and  each  pair  comes  with  a 
manual  explaining  operation,  adjustment, 
rebuilding  and  oil  changing. 

The  KYBs  use  a  rather  large  35mm  shaft 
and  like  other  shocks  with  large  shafts, 
they  need  a  metal  guard  placed  between 
the  drive  chain  and  shock  shaft. 

To  bring  the  engine  up  to  the  chassi.s' 
new  standards.  DG  installed  w  hat  they  call 
the  Pro  Kit:  ported  cylinder,  radially 
linned  head.  34mm  Mikuni  with  Stage  1! 
air  cleaner  and  an  exhaust  pipe  and  si- 
lencer designed  to  work  with  the  other 
modilications. 

Ihe  port  work  is  semi-secret,  with  rea- 
son.  Most  of  the  time,  especially  w  hen  the 
tuning  is  done  with  more  enthusiasm  than 
know  ledge,  adding  power  to  the  top  of  the 
re\  range  takes  it  away  from  the  low  end. 
something  125  molocross  bikes  alreadv 
have  a  problem  with.  As  another  hazard, 
the  CR125R  comes  with  a  chrome  bore,  a 


nice  touch  except  that  a  careless  grinder 
can  ruin  the  barrel  w  ith  a  nick  in  the  wrong 
place. 

DG  wizard  Harry  Klem  has  some  magic 
of  his  own.  As  you'd  expect,  this  low- 
volume  conversion  of  stock  cylinders  is 
done  carefully  and  the  chrome  bore  isn't 
damaged. 

As  we  didn't  dare  expect  until  we  rode  it. 
the  ported  cvlinder  makes  more  power  on 
top  and  in  the  middle,  and  doesn't  destroy 
torque  at  low  revs. 

How  does  he  do  it?  We  aren't  privileged 
to  sa\.  To  furnish  blueprints  and  specs,  that 
is.  the  exhaust  port  is  raised  or  lowered  so 
much,  the  intake  is  changed  like  this, 
would  be  a  license  to  use  DG's  work 
without  pa\ing  lor  it,  or  could  lead  to 
unhappv  home  tuners  w  ho  botched  the  job 
and  grumble  about  how  C'W  told  them 
how  lo  iio  it.  So.  for  this  occasion,  we'll  say 
that  DG  revvorks  the  ports  and  makes  them 
work  with  the  new  pipe  and  carb. 

DG's  head  is  an  aluminum  extrusion> 


5^ 
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New  IRC  tires  work  well.  The  front  is  a  3.00- 
23,  the  rear  a  4.10-18. 


with  radial  finning.  The  finished  head 
boosts  compression  ratio  slightly  but  its 
biggest  contribution  comes  from  the  in- 
creased cooling  it  furnishes.  Cylinder  head 
temperatures  have  dropped  by  as  much  as 
100  degrees  on  some  bikes  with  the  use  of 
the  DG  head.  When  the  engine  runs 
cooler,  the  bore  distorts  less,  leaner  jetting 
may  be  used,  more  timing  advance  is  pos- 
sible, and  hotter  spark  plugs  can  be  used; 
these  all  add  horsepower  and  make  hole 
shots  easier. 

DG  designs  their  accessory  pipes  to 
clear  their  radial  heads  and  give  improved 
performance.  They  are  made  from  die 
stamped  pieces  for  a  smoother  exhaust 
flow  and  the  Honda  CRI25R  pipe  has  a 
small  silencer  as  part  of  the  package.  The 
silencer  is  repackable  but  very  noisy,  even 
when  freshly  packed. 

All  of  DG's  Mikuni  carbs  are  prejetted. 
The  jetting  on  our  test  bike  was  close, 
needing  only  a  drop  of  the  needle  to  be 
right-on.  Probably  the  best  thing  about 
Mikunis  is  the  availability  of  jets.  Mikuni 


DG  Parts  and  Prices 


Honda  CR125R  Pro 

Kit  (see  text)  S310  00 

Chrome-moly  handle  bars  24.50 

OeHandier  plastic  levers  9.00 

Oakley  grips  4.50 

F.I.M.  side  number  plates   19.50 

Air  caps  for  forks  16.00 

Aluminum  head   64.50 

Pro  pipe   85.00 

Pro  porting  95.00 

34mm  Mikuni  carburetor  59.50 

Stage  il  air  cleaner  12.50 

Aluminum  swing  arm  169.50 

KYB  "F"  Series  shocks  285.00 

Cross  bar  pad  3.50 

Replica  plastic  tank  49.50 

Tank  Decals   6.00 

Front  number  plate  5.50 

IRC  G45Z  18  and  23  in.  tires   na 


Available  from:  DG  Performance. 
1170  Van  Home,  Anaheim,  Ca.  92806 
or  phone  714-630-5471 


makes  jets  in  a  wide  variety  of  configura- 
tions and  they  are  readily  available. 

All  of  the  above  parts  are  included  in  the 
Pro  Kit.  or  if  a  buyer  prefers,  each  may  be 
purchased  separately. 

DG  has  many  small  items  to  make  mo- 
torcycling more  fun.  We  ordered  our  test 
bike  with  the  full  boat.  Here  is  a  list  of 
those  parts:  chrome-moly  bars.  De- 
Handler  plastic  levers.  Oakley  grips,  cross 
bar  pad.  front  number  plate  with  cable 
guides.  F.I.M.  side  number  plates,  and 
tank  decals. 

The  breathed-on  DG  Honda  is  a  differ- 
ent machine.  Power  is  abundant,  handling 
almost  too  good  to  believe  and  reliability 
hasn't  suffered.  It  quickly  becomes  a  chal- 
lenge trying  to  find  a  surface  that  is  rough 
enough  to  even  bobble  the  bike.  Il  will  go 
through  the  roughest  sections  of  tough 
courses  faster  than  most  riders  will  be  able 
to  ride  it.  The  suspension  doesn't  jolt  or 
punish  the  rider,  it  just  soaks  everything  up 
and  asks  for  more.  The  longer,  stronger 
swing  arm  places  more  weight  on  the  front 


Factory  RC125  tank  has  been  copied  by 

in  plastic. 


wheel  of  the  bike  and  combined  with  | 
new  IRC  tire,  stops  front  end  skate.  1 
longer  wheelbase  also  adds  stability  in 
straights. 

Naturally  a  fully  loaded  bike  is  going 
hurt  your  pocketbook.  In  this  case 
accessories  totaled  $852  plus  the  tires.  1 
tires  are  a  new  model  and  were  unpric 
They  are  scheduled  for  release  about  n 
October. 

We  entered  the  potent  little  125  ii 
couple  of  local  races.  Pros  John  Green\ 
and  Don  Griewe  chalked  up  a  second  i 
third  overall  for  their  efforts.  The  bike  ^ 
clearly  the  fastest  125  on  the  track  at  b 
events.  A  poor  start  in  one  race  and  a  ri 
used  to  riding  a  larger  machine  in 
other,  kept  the  Honda  from  the  winm 
circle.  Both  testers  thought  the  bike  ^ 
great  and  felt  they  should  have  won. 

Is  a  full-blown  DG  Honda  CRI2 
worth  all  the  money?  If  you  want 
neatest  125  you  have  ever  ridden,  if  w 
ning  is  important,  if  you  feel  you  dese 
the  best,  it's  more  than  worth  it. 
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iing  Kenny  Takes  the  Lead  and  Goes  into  Politics;  Skip 
\ksiand  Wins  at  Loudon;  New  Records  at  the  Louisville 
Drags;  Honda  Endurance  Racers  Get  Fuel  injection; 
Superbikes  Are  Big  Down  Under 


ROBERTS  WINS,  LOSES,  PROTESTS 


Roberts  in  Assen.  In  front  of  140,000  spectators,  an  eighth  place  due  to  bike  troubles,  and  a  major  slip  in  the  points  standings. 


Fing  Kenny  Roberts  won  in  Spain  and 
^Yugoslavia  to  wrest  the  world  500cc 
d  racing  championship  points  lead 
IV  from  Suzuki's  Virginio  Ferrari.  In 

lin.  Roberts  set  off  a  furor  when  he 
jsed  to  accept  the  trophy  and  winner's 
•ath.  and  instead  retired  to  his  motor 
ne.  Roberts'  dispute  with  the  Spanish 
anizers  and  the  FIM  centered  on  start 
ney.  According  to  the  FIM  rule  book,  as 
;ning  World  Champion  Roberts  is  en- 
id  to  3000  Swiss  francs  (about  $1770). 
;  the  Spaniards  refused  to  pay  the  mini- 


mum, so  Roberts  declined  to  take  any 
money  and  refused— on  the  rostrum-to 
take  the  trophies. 

In  Assen,  Holland,  Roberts  set  fast  time 
in  qualifying  and  proclaimed  that  his  Ya- 
maha YZR500  "never  worked  better."  But 
a  monoshock  problem  that  didn't  show  up 
in  a  final,  rainy  practice  session  surfaced 
on  the  warm-up  lap  for  the  500cc  final,  and 
made  the  bike  almost  unrideable  during 
the  race.  Roberts  finished  eighth,  and  Fer- 
rari again  had  the  points  lead. 

Roberts.  Ferrari  and  dozens  of  other  top 


riders  in  all  classes  refused  to  race  at 
Belgium  because  the  newly-resurfaced 
racetrack  was  oozing  oil.  While  Roberts 
said  that  it  would  have  been  possible  to 
ride  on  the  track,  it  wouldn't  have  been 
possible  to  race  on  it.  For  his  part  in  the 
protest.  Roberts  was  suspended  (along 
with  Ferrari)  by  the  FIM  jury  at  the  scene. 
The  suspension  was  later  reversed  but 
Roberts  and  Ferrari  were  each  fined  5(XX) 
Swiss  francs,  about  $2950.  > 
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PRIDMORE  GOES  TO  AUSTRALIA,  LEADS  BATHURST  THREE-HC 


Superbike  racing  is  getting  bigger  in 
Australia,  and  this  year  AMA  cham- 
pion Reg  Pridmore  was  invited  to  a  three- 
hour  Superbike  event  held  on  the  Mount 
Panorama  track  at  Bathurst,  a  small  farm- 
ing center  140  mi.  inland  from  Sydney. 
The  circuit  is  used  only  twice  a  year,  in 
October  for  a  1000-km.  production-sedan 
race,  and  at  Easter  for  the  bikes.  In  be- 
tween times,  it's  a  public  road,  a  scenic 
drive  to  a  picnic/camping  area  and  nature 
reserve  some  600  ft.  above  the  surrounding 
farmland. 

Back  in  1937.  the  Bathurst  town  council 
of  the  time  was  keen  to  have  the  racers 
around,  getting  a  cash  grant  from  the 
Federal  government  to  build  a  "scenic, 
road"  which  just  happened  to  lend  itself  to : 
motorcycle  racing.  Since  then  the  Easter 
meeting  has  been  an  annual  tradition, 
treated  by  Aussie  fans  with  the  same  rever- 
ence as  the  British  view  the  Isle  of  Man. 
Spectators  think  nothing  of  riding  1000 
miles  across  the  continent  to  join  in  the 
yearly  three-day  happening  of  which  the 
racing  is  only  a  part. 

The  3.8-mi.  track  is  fast  and  demanding. 
From  the  pit  straight,  a  90°  lefthander 
leads  to  a  tough  1000-yard  flog  up  the  hill 
to  an  80  mph  right,  then  a  steep  ( I  in  6 
grade)  pitch  to  a  tight  left  through  a  cut- 
ting. Still  rising,  the  track  twists  through  a 
series  of  sweepers,  finally  flattening  out 
600  ft.  above  the  pits  on  a  long  100  mph 
left.  At  Skyline,  the  high  point,  it  drops 
suddenly  away,  through  a  chain  of  right, 
left,  right,  left,  right,  right,  one  after  the 
other.  A  final  left  is  followed  by  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  downhill  straight,  a  90°  left  at  the 
end  leading  back  to  the  start/finish. 

The  outright  lap  record  stands  at  102.3 
mph,  while  the  fastest  Superbikes  circulate 
at  95-96  mph.  Yamaha  TZ750s  pull  close 
to  180  mph  down  the  hill,  lofting  front 
wheels  (occasionally  both  wheels)  in  the 
air  as  they  crest  a  flattened-ofl"  hump  500 
yards  out  from  the  corner.  Braking  duels 
from  300  yards  out  oflTer  a  stern  test  for 
riders'  nerves.  The  Superbikes  aren't  much 
slower,  reaching  160  mph. 

It's  a  demanding  circuit,  critical  of  jet- 
ting and  gearing,  and  quite  dangerous.  In 
common  with  most  Australian  tracks,  con- 
crete walls  and  armco  fences  abound  close 
to  the  pavement.  However,  after  his  first 
shake-down  laps.  Pridmore  quickly  settled 
into  competitive  2:28  lap  times 

Pridmore  had  only  one  problem  with  his 
Vetter  Kawasaki— the  lack  of  a  suitable 
front  tire.  Before  leaving  California,  tuner 
Pierre  des  Roches  had  arranged  for  a  stack 
of  I9-in.  Dunlop  KR95s  to  be  sent  from 
England  to  Australia,  but  they  didn't  ar- 
rive in  time. 

By  the  time  the  practice  sessions  wound 
up.  the  996cc.  370-lb.  RSC-built  CB900FZ 
Hondas  of  Michael  Cole  and  Tony  Hatton 
and  Pridmore's  Kawasaki  were  on  or  just 


:datsu>: 


Reg  Pridmore  and  the  Vetter  Kawasaki  in  GP  dress  at  Bathurst.  How  long  until  Superbik 
drag  become  the  Winston  Pro  road  race  main  event? 


under  the  lap  record.  So  too  was  Roy  'The 
Boy'  Denison,  an  extrovert  giant  who  rides 
his  self-prepped  Yoshimura  Kawasaki 
1000  with  cavalier  dash.  Roy  is  an  ever- 
present  shadow  to  dominating  force 
Graeme  Crosby's  Russ  Hannan /Yoshi- 
mura I  lOOccZI-R  in  Australian  Superbike 
events,  and  he  spent  a  long  practice  session 
running  hard  in  close  company  with 
Pridmore. 

Gremlins  struck  Crosby  on  race  day. 
seconds  before  flag-fall.  A  rotor  on  his 
bike's  Krober  ignition  worked  loose  mid- 
way through  the  warm-up  lap.  Pridmore 
saw  his  problem,  asked  if  the  start  could  be 
held  up.  but  the  clocks  were  already  tick- 
ing. So.  as  the  field  blasted  off".  Crosby 
coasted  down  into  the  pits,  and  lost  six  laps 
while  repairs  were  made.  Back  in  action. 
Crosby  turned  eight  screamer  laps  in  the 
2:23  range  before  the  same  problem— fi- 
nally diagnosed  as  a  rotor  bolt  being  a 
shade  too  long— sidelined  him  for  good. 

Pridmore  wasn't  missing  him  one  bit  for 
he  was  sharing  a  knock-down,  drag-out 
slug  for  the  lead  with  Denison.  Hatton  and 
Cole. 

After  half  an  hour,  the  Hondas  had 
dropped  ofl"  the  pace  a  little,  but  were  still 
within  10  seconds  of  the  leading  pair,  who 
were  still  finding  it  very  hard  to  work  out 
who  had  the  advantage. 

Pridmore  had  one  main  trouble  area, 
under  brakes  at  the  end  of  the  straight.  Des 
Roches  had  wandered  over  to  the  last 
hump  300  yards  out  to  take  .some  photos  of 
the  wheelie  action  and  later  said,  "Hey,  he 
was  really  workin"  hard  on  those  anchors. 
He'd  come  past  me,  arms  braced  on  the 
bars,  the  most  incredible  look  on  his  face. 
Looked  as  if  he  was  on  the  point  of  digging 
his  boot-heels  into  the  asphalt  for  a  little 
more  stopping  power." 


The  Hondas  couldn't  make  45  min 
on  a  tank  of  fuel,  and  were  the  first  scl 
uled  to  pit.  Cole  had  already  retired  wi 
fried  clutch,  but  Hatton's  pit  was  fast 
snappy.  The  other  two  were  slower.  D 
son  slightly.  Pridmore  significantly.  W 
the  fuel  stops  were  over.  Pridmore  wa 
seconds  down  on  the  lead,  this  time  bi 
contested  by  the  locals.  Pushing  hart 
make  up  ground,  he  fired  deeper  into 
braking  area  at  the  end  of  the  straight  i 
his  bike's  M45  PZ2  Michelin  could  h.ii 
and  crashed  the  bike.  Reg  was  no  n 
than  bruised,  but  the  Kawasaki  had  t 
to  ingest  the  sand  trap  in  the  run-ofl"a 

For  the  third  of  his  four  legs  beiw 
fuel  stops,  Denison  handed  over  to 
rider  Jeff  Parkin,  who  while  no  sloucH 
not  as  quick.  Parkin  lost  ground  steadil 
Hatton,  and  when  Denison  regained 
saddle  with  45  minutes  remaining,  he 
50  seconds  behind,  but  Hatton  still  1 
one  fuel  stop  to  make.  A  photo  fii] 
looked  on  the  cards,  since  Denison 
proved  he  was  nearly  a  second  a 
quicker  than  Hatton. 

However,  Deni.son's  chances  were  li 
ally  dampened  a  couple  of  minutes  h 
when  steady  rain  started.  Hatton  was 
happier  than  any  other  rider  to  be  slith 
ing  around  on  slicks,  but  he's  an  ackna 
edged  wet-weather  expert,  and  was  abli 
stretch  the  lead  even  further.  Nobody  ' 
prepared  to  sacrifice  the  time  needed 
change  to  wet  tires,  so  the  field  splasl 
gingerly  on.  the  tread-equipped  stock  f 
duction  machines  making  better  work 
the  conditions  than  the  Superbikes. 
first  production  bike,  a  Honda  CBX  rid< 
by  bennis  Neill,  filled  fourth,  behind  h 
ton,  Denison  and  another  Yoshimura  1 
wasaki  1000  ridden  by  Alan  Decker. 

An  overnight  patch-up  job  on  the 
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saki  saw  Pridmore  take  the  line  for 
nday's  Unlimited  GP.  the  bike  now 
uipped  with  a  full  fairing.  Despite 
inding  quite  ratty,  the  bike  kept  churn- 
;  away  with  Pridmore  finishing  seventh 
hind  three  750  Yamahas,  two  500 
I'ukis,  and  a  750  Kawasaki. 
No  way  could  anybody  have  seen  off  the 
ding  trio  of  Ron  Boulden  (Yamaha), 
why  (Kawasaki)  and  New  Zealander 
hn  Woodley  (Suzuki).  Boulden  had  the  5 
ih  speed  advantage  of  the  TZ  and  a  verj 
il  head  for  a  19-year-old  having  his 
irtii-only  750  race;  Crosby  had  his  talent 
J  the  abilities  of  the  KR750;  and  Wood- 
?  Well,  he  had  the  magic  handling  of  the 
irk  IV  RG500  plus  something  indefina- 
.  You  had  to  see  him  give  away  15  mph 
the  750s  both  up  and  down  the  hill,  lose 
)  yards  every  lap,  only  to  pick  it  up  in  the 
sty  bits,  to  believe  it  was  possible.  | 
It  was  a  classic  race,  20  laps  during  | 
ich  the  margin  from  first  to  third  was  - 
.  cr  more  than  two  seconds,  when  14  laps  5 
rc  at  better  than  record  speeds,  when  the  ^  ' 
d  changed  an  estimated  35  times  in  75 
Ics.  and  when  finally  Boulden  took  the 
I  0.4  sec.  ahead  of  Crosby,  himself  0.7 
.  ahead  of  Woodley.      -Brian  Cowan 


AKSLAND,  SCHLACTER  AND  SPENCER  WIN  AT  LOUDON  750  NATIONAL 


0.  hL 


Baldwin  and  Schlacter  in  the  Superbike  Production  race.  Baldwin,  who  told  a  British 
newspaper  that  "you  don't  have  to  ride  hard  to  win  a  Superbike  race  "  was  beaten  by 


Schlacter 


ANNESLEY  AND  POGUE 
WIN  LOUISVILLE  I.D.B.A. 
SHOWDOWN 


Pogue  upset  Terry  Vance  again  for  the 
<  Stock  win.  The  fact  that  Pogue's  bike 
9tches  the  "stock  appearance  "  code 
isn 't  seem  to  upset  IDBA  officials. 


'  enny  Annesley  set  a  new  motorcycle 
k  eighth  mile  E.T.  record  of  4.96  sec. 
ini:  the  I.D.B.A.'s  Kawasakji  Superna- 
als  at  Ohio  Valley  Dragway.  Annesley 
a'  his  old  record,  set  last  season,  of  5.02 
The  new  mark  was  established  during 
final  round  of  Top  Fuel  when  Annesley 


challenged  the  blown  XS  1100  Yamaha 
single  of  Jim  Bernard.  The  R.C.  Engineer- 
ing/ Yamaha  entry  of  Teson/ Bernard 
clocked  5.08  sec.  at  142.40  mph  in  the  final. 
Annesley  recorded  top  mile  per  hour  of  the 
meet.  148.27  mph. 

Hole-shot  is  the  name  of  the  game  in 
drag  racing.  That's  exactly  what  Ken 
Blackburn  did  to  Motorcycle  Unlimited's 
Sam  Wills  to  claim  the  Super  Eliminator 
win.  The  two  Kawasaki  fuel  bike  riders 
each  had  consistent  passes  in  the  mid 
5.40's  and  were  very  equal  competition. 
Blackburn  won  it  at  the  start.  He  beat 
Wills  by  leaving  the  lights  micro  seconds 
quicker  and  turning  a  faster  mile  per  hour 
figure.  Times  were  5.46  at  132.35  for  Wills: 
Blackburn  slower,  but  winning,  5.47  at 
135.33. 

Sid  Pogue  put  the  moves  on  Terry  Vance 

in  Pro  Stock.  It  was  heads-up  racing  all  the 
way  as  Pogue's  Kawasaki  Zl-R  out 
motored  the  OS  1000  Suzuki  of  Vance. 
Pogue  was  also  top  qualifier,  with  Vance 
No.  2.  Final  times  were  Pogue  5.70  at 
123.11  to  Vance's  5.78  at  121.62. 

Charles  Israel  backed  up  his  win  at 
Memphis  with  a  repeat  at  Louisville.  The 
Smithville,  Georgia  racer  powered  his  tur- 
bocharged  Kawasaki  dragster  to  the  win  in 
Pro  Comp.  Israel  faced  Larry  Muscik's 
turbo  Kawasaki  in  the  finals.  Both  racers 
recorded  exactly  the  same  E.T.  of  5.68 
seconds.  However.  Israel  went  through  the 
win  lights  3  mph  faster,  126.05  mph  to 
129.49.  -Joel  Breault 


Skip  Aksland  won  the  Winston  Pro 
Series  AMA  National  750cc  road  race 
at  Loudon,  N.H.,  overcoming  100°  tem- 
peratures and  very  slippery  track  condi- 
tions. Finishing  behind  Aksland  were 
Richard  Schlacter,  Gene  Romero  and  Dale 
Singleton,  all  on  Yimahas. 

Romero  led  the  start  from  Aksland, 
Mike  Baldwin,  Ted  Boody,  Singleton, 
Bruce  Paterson  and  pole-sitter  Schlacter. 
By  the  third  lap,  Romero,  Aksland  and 
Baldwin  opened  a  slight  gap  on  Singleton 
and  Schlacter.  Boody  and  Paterson 
dropped  into  a  side-by-side  fairing  bang- 
ing duel  for  sixth  place  which  ended  on  lap 
10  when  both  riders  fell  and  were  injured. 
Aksland  took  over  the  lead  on  lap  14  and 
held  it  until  the  race  was  red-flagged  on  lap 
32  when  Mike  Cone  hit  the  wall  by  the 
start-finish  line.  Baldwin  had  been  using 
every  inch  of  the  road  trying  to  stay  with 
the  leaders  on  his  underpowered  KR750 
Kawasaki,  but  on  lap  17  he  crashed  spec- 
tacularly at  Corner  3,  putting  the  bike  into 
the  pond  and  breaking  one  of  his  legs. 
Schlacter.  whose  bike  was  vibrating  so 
badly  that  his  hands  were  going  to  sleep, 
passed  Singleton  who  was  having  clutch 
problems,  and  then  inherited  second  place 
when  Romero's  ignition  went  awry.  He 
then  began  to  close  the  distance  on  Aks- 
land but  the  race  ended  with  Cone's  crash. 
Since  all  of  the  track's  ambulances  were  in 
use  and  with  most  of  the  riders  exhausted 
from  sliding  the  750s  around  on  the  melted 
track  surface,  the  officials  decided  not  to 
restart. 

continued  on  page  90 
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Looks  like  1980  will  be  early  this  year. 

Presenting  the  1980  Yamaha  XS650 
Special.  A  near  perfect  blend  of  image  and 
performance. 

Last  year's  low  stepped  seat  is  even 
lower  this  year.  And  merges  with  the  sleek 
teardrop  tank,  side  covers  and  alloy  grab- 
rail  to  form  a  single,  fluid,  beautiflilly  graphic 
statement. 

Of  course,  the  traditional  economy  and 
reliability  of  the  venerable  overhead  cam 
vertical  twin  are  still  very  much  around. 
With  dependability  and  performance  en- 
hanced this  year  by  Yamaha's  exclusive 
Transistor  Controlled  Ignition. 

One-piece  Black  Shadow  cast  alloy 
wheels.  Tubeless  tires.  Disc  Brakes  both 
front  and  rear  Five-speed,  constant-mesh 
transmission.  Self-canceling  turn  signals. 
New,  flill  instrumentation  console.  Dual- 
bulb  tail/stop  lamp.  Beefy  rear  tire.  Chopped 
megaphone  pipes. 

The  1980  XS650  Special.  Our  own, 
unique  styling  concept,  defined  and  refined 
as  only  Yamaha  can. 

Merry  Christmas. 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  hoiv  they're  built 


One-piece  Black  Shadow 

cast  alloy  wheels 

for  strength  and  stability. 


produce  lower,  relaxed 
riding  positimt 


Classic  teardrop  tank,  new, 
very-biv  stepped  seat,  side  covers, 
and  new  alloy  grab-rail  form  simple, 
fluid  lines,  integrated  styling 


1^ 

1^ 

Chopped  megaphone 
pipes,  a  treat  for  the  eyes 
and  ears. 
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TEST 

Tension  activated  locking  mechan- 
ism with  spring-loaded  cam  release 
steel-frame  buckle  provides  quick  re- 
lease with  a  thumb  push. 

The  CINCHER  Incorporates  all  our  usual 
high  quality  features  with  ease  of  opera- 
tion and  compactness.  Won't  interfere 
with  clutch  or  brake  cables.  Ideal  for 
van,  truck,  or  trailer.  When  your  bike  is 
CINCHER  secured  .  .  .  it  doesn't  move 
until  you  want  it  to! 


Two  Ve"  diameter  heavy  duty,  steel  hooks 
set  at  90°  to  the  belt  to  eliminate  strap 
twist.  One  zinc-coated  hook,  one  electro- 
statically vinyl-coated  hook  for  scratch 
proof,  non-slip  tie  down. 

Webbing  is  one-inch  wide,  4000  lb.  test 
nylon  six  feet  long,  with  high  tensile 
strength  double  stitching.  Available  in 
Royal  Red  or  Bright  Blue  at  $12.95/pr.  or 
in  the  popular  Red/White/Blue  combo 
in  2000  lb.  test  poly  webbing  for  $11.95/pr. 


CIRCLE 

INDUSTRIES 


17901  ARENTH  AVE.  (DEPT.CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  CA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 

Send  $V00  with  your  name  and 
address  for  our  catalog  of  ctiains, 
sprockets,  and  other  accessories. 

©1979  CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  No.  2-100 


OFF-ROAD 


Trmtm  ittMH 

Cliiimd 

Travel 

(«/half-URk 

Front/Rear, 

number  of 

Malwt  Model 

bsiM  Honepemr 

Froat/Rear,  in. 

fM<),  Ik. 

perceit 

speeds 

Bultaco  Snerpa  T33U 

7-79 

20.8 

6.5/5.5 

lAT 

207 

AC  C  /  CA  C 

45.5/54.5 

5 

CCM 

5-79 

na 

1 1.0/ 1 1.0 

ICA 

250 

Ai  /  a 

47/53 

3 

Can-Am  370  Qualmer 

5-79 

38 

10.0/ 10.0 

'ICO 

25e 

A£.  1  C  A 

46/54 

c 

Can- Am  250  MX-4 

3-78 

37.3 

n  o  /n  o 
9.8/9.8 

TO  1 

23 1 

AC  /  CC 

45/55 

nonda  C  K lz5K 

113 

II  n  / 1  1  A 
1  1 .0/  1  1 .0 

OAQ 

4  /  /5j 

6 

nonda  aKZjO 

1-19 

24.6 

0.0/  1.0 

206 

AA  /  C^. 

44/50 

c 

_> 

Husqvarna  3V0CK 

3-11 

est.  41 

A  C  /  1  A  A 

9.5/  lU.U 

233 

46.9/53. 1 

6 

Husqvarna  OR390 

1-79 

na 

11.8/i  1.1 

245 

44/56 

6 

Kawasaki  KXI25 

6-79 

26.9 

9.8/10.1 

203 

47/53 

6 

Kawasaki  KLX250 

9-79 

21.3 

9.8/ 10. 1 

243 

46/54 

5 

Kawasaki  KDX400 

8-79 

39.4 

10.2/9.1 

260 

46/54 

5 

MM  ZjU  ml -j 

11-78 

34 

10.5/9.0 

on 
2j  / 

40.  j/ jJ.  J 

o 

Maico  400WR 

1 1-77 

43 

9.0/9.0 

256 

47/53 

5 

Maico  Magnum  450 

4-78 

48 

10.0/10.0 

238 

47/53 

5 

Montesa  Cappra  360 

1 1-78 

na 

10.0/ 10.7 

243 

46.5/53.3 

4 

CISSa  orZJU 

8-77 

na 

6.9/5.0 

Tift 

5 

Sachs  Hercules  GS2S0 

1-78 

32 

8.5/5.1 

2t)0 

44/ JO 

•7 

/ 

buzuKi  Fhl75 

9-78 

na 

8.9/9.0 

228 

46.5/53.5 

6 

Suzuki  RM I25N 

6-79 

na 

11.2/11.0 

204 

47/53 

6 

Suzuki  RM400N 

2-79 

na 

11.2/11.8 

236 

46.6/53.4 

5 

SWM  250OS 

4-79 

35.6 

10.0/10.0 

Tin 

239 

6 

Yamaha  Y/.l25r 

6-79 

na 

9.8/9.4 

1AA 

200 

46/ 54 

6 

Yamaha  1 1  1  /5r 

6-79 

na 

7.7/8.1 

1/1  1 

241 

A^  £.  /  A 

4o.6/jJ.4 

6 

Yamaha  1 1 25\}r 

2-79 

na 

9.1/8.1 

25o 

AA  jC£. 

44/DO 

0 

STREET 

Ti» 

BrakiRf 

Quarttr- 

Speed 

Distaiice 

riWI 

Mile, 

after 

freni 

(•/haH-taak 

CemumptiM, 

MalMtlMtl 

Imm 

MC 

Mml 

MMph,tt. 

lMi),lk. 

■PI 

BMW  R65 

12-78 

14.31 

104 

123 

455 

45.6 

BMW  KoO/7 

1-78 

13.72 

107 

1  1C 

125 

AO£. 

486 

>i  1  ^ 
41.6 

BMW  K  lUUK  1 

6-79 

13.97 

102 

136 

C  CA 

550 

A^  ^ 

43.2 

Ducati  Uarmah  900 

5-78 

12.98 

111 

134 

CAA 

500 

A  t  1 

41.7 

Harley-Davidson 

Sportster  XLS  1000 

5-79 

13.98 

104 

iAA 

144 

C  >l  1 

54 1 

0  A 

52.0 

Honda  CB650 

2-79 

13.29 

no 

.  140 

474 

48.5 

Honda  CB750F 

6-79 

12.52 

123 

131 

530 

47.0 

Honda  CBX 

1-79 

11.36 

132 

120 

580 

39.2 

Honda  CX500 

5-79 

13.99 

103 

145 

473 

51.8 

Honda  GLIOOO 

10.78 

13.52 

lit 

136 

641 

42.0 

Honda  XLI85 

4-79 

17.81 

69 

165 

249 

75.0 

Honda  XL500 

9-79 

15.02 

91 

134 

304 

65.0 

Kawasaki  KZ400 

1-79 

15.60 

91 

139 

386 

62.5 

Kawasaki  KZ650SR 

8-78 

13.40 

105 

136 

501 

45.9 

Kawasaki  KZIOOO  Mk.II 

8-79 

12.12 

121 

142 

571 

41.6 

Kawasaki  KZIOOO  ST 

8-79 

12.49 

120 

152 

602 

41.6 

Kawasaki  KZ1300 

4-79 

11.93 

139 

146 

695 

42.3 

Laverda  Zeta  500 

7-78 

14.05 

97 

123 

397 

38.9 

Laverda  Jota  1200 

9-78 

12.14 

124 

132 

527 

37.4 

Suzuki  GS425 

9-79 

14.43 

98 

141 

399 

52.0 

Suzuki  GS750EN 

4-79 

12.72 

119 

141 

547 

45.2 

Suzuki  GSIOOOL 

7-79 

12.48 

122 

133 

536 

43.6 

Suzuki  SP370 

9-78 

15.59 

84 

137 

287 

52.1 

Triumph  Bonneville  750 

4-78 

13.86 

103 

126 

425 

42.0 

Yamaha  RD400F 

7-79 

14.18 

98 

131 

372 

44.0 

Yamaha  SR500 

1-78 

15.22 

90 

131 

383 

53.5 

Yamaha  XS750SF 

5-79 

13.33 

114 

144 

546 

43.6 

Yamaha  XSllOOSF 

2-79 

12.02 

129 

146 

584 

40.0 

Yamaha  XT500 

9-78 

15.19 

89 

137 

319 

51.0 

Missing  an  issue?  They're  avallat>le,  dating  back  one  year,  from  Cycle  World  Reader  Service  Dept.,  1  Fawcett  Place, 
Greenwich,  CT.  06830,  for  $1.50  each  plus  50«  per  order  (or  postage  and  handling. 


Se/CYCLE  WORLD 


Illustration  t>y  P  M  McK 


elcome  your  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think  are  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  volume 
Ul  received,  we  cannot  return  any  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  keep  them  as 
as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "Service,"  C\ CLE  WORLD,  1499  Monrovia  Ave.,  Newport  Beach.  Calif  92663. 


TIRE  TIPS 

your  July  issue  Michael  Shelton 
I  about  a  bigger  tire  for  his  1977 
OD.  You  were  right  about  the  16  in. 
ot  fitting,  but  you  advised  a  4.00-18 
1  higher  load  rating.  Most  tires  of  that 
re  rated  between  615  and  660  lb.  The 

Bridgestone  is  rated  at  670  lb. 
ad  a  '77  XS750D  and  u.sed  a  4.50-18 
lyear  AT,  with  a  770  lb.  rating.  I  had 
n.  clearance  between  tire  and  drive- 
and  it  never  rubbed.  I  used  a  3.50-19 
lyear  GT  II  in  front.  It's  rated  higher 
the  3.25-19,  so  even  with  fairing  and 
a  large  man  will  have  nearly  300  lb.  of 
capacity  on  reserve, 
ten  I  bought  my  1979  XS750  Special, 

tires  went  right  on. 

E.  Ostrowski 
M.P.O.  Soo.  Mich. 

VICE  FOR  THE  CX500 

wn  a  "78  Honda  CX500.  Due  to  the 
lilability  of  service  manuals  at  this 
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time.  I'm  in  the  dark  about  some  aspects  of 
it.  Are  there  carb  kits  for  this  machine? 
What's  the  procedure  for  taking  care  of  the 
swing  arm  bearings? 

Clark  Hestland 
Grandview.  Mo. 
By  the  lime  this  appears,  you'll  have  a 
choice  of  manuals.  We  have  Honda's  own 
guide  for  most  work  and  the  latest  complete 
CX500  manual  from  Clvmer  Publications. 
We  haven't  yet  had  a  cjuesiion  on  our  long- 
term  CX500  that  we  haven't  been  able  to 
answer 

FILTERS,  STACKS  OR  STOCK 

I  own  a  Kawasaki  KZ650. 1  want  to  put  a 
set  of  Kerkers  on  it.  I  went  to  different 
dealers  and  found  they  recommend  differ- 
ent changes.  One  says  use  velocity  stacks. 
Another  says  individual  filters.  Another 
says  to  keep  the  stock  air  box.  What  will 
each  do  with  the  headers? 

Patrick  Johnson 
Willingboro.  N.J. 
coniinued  on  p(if;e  ^- 


Learn  Motorcycle  Repair  I 


★  TRAIN  AT  HOME  TO  BE  A 


f  you  like  to  ride  a  cycle 
Dr  fun . . .  learn  how  to  fix  .; 

t  for  profit!  Can  you  imagine 
better  way  to  earn  your 
ving  whether  you  choose  to  work  in 
cycle  shop  for  someone  else  or 
ecide  to  start  your  own  cycle  repair 
usiness? 

Now,  thanks  to  North  American, 
here's  a  fast,  easy  way  to  get  training 
t  home  in  your  spare  time.  No  need 
D  quit  school  or  your  job.  Experts 
how  you  step-by-step  eve^'^thing 
rom  minor  tune-ups  to  major 
verhauls. 

\yCLES  ARE  BIG  BUSINESS 

...AND  SO  IS  FIXING  THEM! 

More  than  5  million  cycles  are  registered  in  the  U.S. 
iday.  Plus  an  estimated  million  more  dirt  bilces.  And 
ley  all  need  maintenance.  Opportunities  vary  In 
Ifferent  areas,  and  we  cannot  promise  you  a  Job, 
Jt  we  will  be  glad  to  send  you  survey  results  showing 
le  employment  success  of  our  graduates. 


You'll  Be  the  Center  of  Attraction  in  Your 

Circle  of  Friends  Be  the  envy  of  friends  and  neighbors  as  they 
flock  around  to  watch  you  tear  down  and  tune-up  all  kinds 
of  motorcycles.  And  just  think  of 
the  satisfaction  in  knowing  you've 
got  the  best  performing  bike  in 
town.  Plus,  you  can  make  extra 
dollars  fixing  motorcycles  for  your 
friends  and  neighbors. 


AccredltM) 
Member, 
National  Home 
Study  Council 


lb 


Special  Cycle  Tools  and  Test  Instru* 
ments  included  to  start  you  fast! 


Professional  tools  plus  your  North  Anneri- 
can  "l<now-how"  help  you  become  a  sl<illed 
mechanic.  We  include  wrenches,  socl<ets, 

gauges,  test  Instruments  and  more  to  get  |  can  learn  motorcycle  repair, 

you  started  fast!  Yours  to  use  during  train-  ' 

ing  .  .  .  yours  to  keep  in  your  action-pacl<ed  |  NAME  

career  as  a  motorcycle  mechanic.  _ 

I  ADDRESS 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR  | 

4500  Campus  Dr.,  DepLEB099,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92660  if  !II'=r; 


SEND  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 

Gret  all  the  facts  now  . . .  without 
obligation.  Be  among  the  first  in 
your  neighborhood  to  cash  in  on 
motorcycle  repair.  _  ■«  . 

mail  Coupon  Now! 

^^ar—rt  by  Home  Study  ^1 

I  NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR  | 

I  4500  Campus  Dr..  Dept.EB099,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663  | 

I  Rush  free  color  brochure  and  full  information  on  how  I  | 


.AGE. 


.STATE. 


.ZIP. 
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Stop 
Wheel 
Hop 


GET  A  SMOOTHER, 
MORE  STABLE  RIDE 
AT  HIGH  SPEEDS 

BALANCE  PLUS*  Internal  Tire  Balancer  & 
Puncture  Sealer  works  inside  your  motorcvcle 
tire  {txix  or  tubeless)  to  hyxlrodynaniically  bal- 
ance the  entire  rotating  wheel  unit  as  you  ride. 

Centrifugal  force  pushes  the  fluid  formula  to 
the  furthest  points  from  the  center  of  rotation. 
The  result  is  a  smoother,  more  stable  ride, 
cooler  running  temperatures  and  longer  tire 


life. 


INtlRNAl 
Tl«  MtAMC» 

O'Mt*!,  mm  )f«»f  ***^ 


BALANCE  PLUS"  works  con- 
tinuously, compensating  for 
tire  wear  and  road  conditions, 
providing  balance  for  the  life 
of  your  tire. 

Plus  puncture  protection! 
BALANCE  PLUS*  auto- 
matically seals  most  punc- 
tares  as  you  ride. 


SENDSO« 
FOR  PRODUCT 
EVALUATION 
LITERATURE 
ANDDECAL 

ADVANCED 
CYCLE  PRODUCTS 
3633  W.  MacArthur  Blvd 
Suit*  410,  D«pt.  832 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92704 
(714)  549-8707 


750  NATIONAL     coniimied  from  page  85 
750  National  Results 


1.  Skip  Aksland 

Y»m 

2.  Richard  Schlacter 

\km 

3.  Gene  Romero 

Yim 

4.  Dale  Singleton 

Yim 

5.  Miles  Baldwin 

\km 

6.  Dave  Emde 

Yim 

7.  Bruce  Hammer 

Yam 

8.  Harry  Klinzmann 

Yim 

9.  Mark  Jones 

Yim 

10.  John  Samways 

Yim 

SUPERBIKE  PRODUCTION 

Richard  Schlacter  won  the  Superbike 
Production  event  at  the  Loudon  National 
aboard  George  Vincensi's  Desmo  Ducat i 
in  another  red-flag  shortened  race.  He 
finished  less  than  a  second  in  front  of  an 
unhappy  Mike  Baldwin  (Kawasaki  Mtrs. 
KZIOOO)  who  had  been  waiting  for  a  late 
opportunity  to  pass.  Wes  Cooley  (Yo- 
shimura  R&D  GSIOOO  Suzuki)  was  third 
and  FVeddie  Spencer  riding  Reno  Leoni's 
Ducati  fourth.  Cooley,  who  had  tire  prob- 
lems all  weekend,  looked  ready  to  do  his 
disappearing  act  at  the  start,  but  after  two 
laps  his  tires  began  to  slide  again.  He  was 
quickly  passed  by  Steve  McLaughlin 
(RacecraAers  KZIOOO)  and  Baldwin  who 
fought  for  the  lead  until  lap  1 1  when 
McLaughlin  crashed  into  the  back  of  a 
slower  rider  startled  into  his  path  as  Bald- 
win went  by. 

Schlacter,  meanwhile,  spent  the  first  two 
laps  in  seventh  place.  He  began  picking  off 
the  riders  in  front  of  him  until  he  caught 
Baldwin  on  lap  13.  Using  the  superior 
braking  ability  of  the  Ducati.  he  passed 
Baldwin  on  lap  15  and  held  him  olT  to  the 
finish. 

Daytona  Superbike  winner  Ron  Pierce 
broke  a  crankshaft  during  Saturday's  prac- 
tice and  started  the  race  dead  last.  The 
Vbshimura  team  was  extremely  short  of 
spares  because  much  of  its  parts  were  still 
on  the  way  back  from  the  Bol  d'Or  en- 
durance race  in  France.  The  shortage 
meant  that  Dave  Emde  didn't  have  a  bike 
to  ride  and  it  also  meant  that  Pierce's  crank 
would  be  replaced  with  a  stocker.  Even 
though  down  on  power.  Pierce  passed  16 
bikes  in  the  first  six  turns  and  went  on  to 
finish  eighth. 


Superbike  Results 


1.  Richard  Schlacter 

Due 

2.  Mike  Baldwin 

Kaw 

3.  Wes  Cooley 

Suz 

4.  Freddie  Spencer 

Due 

5.  Chuck  Parme 

Kaw 

6.  Dwight  Roy 

Suz 

7.  Dennis  Smith 

Suz 

8.  Ron  Pierce 

Suz 

9.  John  Long 

BMW 

10.  Keith  Code 

Kaw 

HOW  MUCH  GET  Uf 
AND  GO 
GETS 
YOU 


The  (our-strokp 
specialists  at 
POWROLL 
thInJc  you 
should 
have  no 
les«  than 
you  want. 
It's  there. 
It's 

yours.  We  erKrourage 

Canadian  direct  sales 


l&o 


POWl 
PERFORMi 
PIIODUCTS 

P  ()  B<»  I2U6 
Shpvlin  Park  I 
Bend.  OR 
SU3  38^ 


HONIM  •  YAMAHA*  KAWASAKI  •  MJ/l*<l 


WROU 


G   E   N   U   I  N 

BMWPART^ 

ZO%OFFde:?eTu 

Price  List  upon  reque 
Parts  shipped  anywheri 

CAPITAL  CYCU 
CORPORATION 

2328  Champlaln  SL, » 
Washington,  DC  2000! 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


RIDE 
AWARE 


VBiykTgeskick 
of  recent  &  older 

B.S.A.  •  NORTON  •  DUCATI  •  GUZZI 

Entire  distributors  stock  GINA 175 
Also  BIVIW-ZUNDAPP-DKW-SACHS-HUSKY-TRI.POC 
RICKMAIM-MOTO  MORINI-PSNTON.  etc. 
I(  It's  European,  try  us.  Fast  service  c.o.d. 

THE  SPORT  SPOT 
168  Hamburg  Turnpike.  Wayne.  NJ07470 
201/956-1192 


PENNZOIL  RACE  APPAREL 

[  :  MEN  S  royal  blue,  tOO%  nylon  RACING  JACKET  Red/B 
Yellow  stripes  with  color  emblems 
-Unlined-$H.B8 
:  MEN  S  RACING  JACKH  with 

lull  pile  lining— $24. 88 
:  Have  your  "FIRST  NAME" 

embroidered  on  |acl<el  —add  12  B3 
:  MEN  ST-SHIRT-Blue.  Red  or 
Yellow.  100%  colton— color 
emblems  —$4.88 
:  ColortulBELTBUCKLE- 
embroidered  lealtier 
over  steel—  $5.88 
n  Royal  Blue  CAP  wilti  your 
"FIRST  NAME"emDroiae 
— one  sizelilsall— $4.50 
•Indicate  sizes  IS.  M.  L  or  XL) 
lor  eactr  item,  and  color 
ORDER  NOW!  Send  check  or  moii 
order  10  ETALON.  11213 
Wasriingion  Place.  Culver  Ciiy. 
90230  Teleohone  213-397-t4t( 
Add  $1  50  per  order  tor  shippingl 
Calil.  residents  add  6%  sales  u« ' 

•  Cri4it  Ctti  Ordirt  -  Cili  Tell  Frei* 
1S(KI-a54-a03  (!■  ClIK.  1  ■800-522-1 508) 


»0/CYCLE  WORLD 


Ci 


iterial 


250  EXPERT 

Freddie  Spencer  seemed  to  have  a 
horsepower  edge  on  everyone  as  he  mo- 
tored to  a  comfortable  win  in  the  Light- 
weight Expert  race  on  the  Howard  Racing/ 
Erv  Kanemoto  'V&maha.  Mike  Baldwin  on 
a  KR250  Kawasaki  kept  Spencer  in  sight 
until  he  fell  on  a  patch  of  oil  which  also 
claimed  four  other  riders.  Baldwin  re- 
mounted in  fifth  place  but  quickly  made 
up  the  three  places  and  finished  second. 

250  Expert  Results 

1.  Freddie  Spencer  Yim 

2.  Mike  Baldwin  Kaw 

3.  Pierre  Beullac  Yim 


FUEL-INJECTED  RCB  WINS 
EIGHT-HOUR 


Christian  Leon  wheelies  the  new  fuel-in- 
jected Honda  RCB  on  the  way  to  victory  in 
the  Nurburgring  eight-hour  endurance  race 
in  West  Germany. 


Anew  fuel-injected  version  of  the 
^Honda  RCB  endurance  racer  won 
the  third  round  of  the  Coup  d'Endurance 
series,  an  eight-hour  race  at  the  Nur- 
burgring in  West  Germany.  Reigning  en- 
durance champions  Christian  Leon  and 
Jean-Claude  Chemarin  rode  their  Honda 
to  a  one-lap  victory  over  runners  up 
Helmet  Dahne  and  his  partner  Egid 
Schwemmeron  a  private  Honda  CB900FZ 
prepared  by  Eckert. 

The  fact  that  Honda  abandoned  the 
proven  successful  CV  carburetors  used  on 
its  previous  RCBs  in  favor  of  the  experi- 
mental injection  system  raised  speculation 
that  Honda  street  bikes  with  fuel  injection 
are  in  the  works.  Honda  commonly  incor- 
porates features  proven  in  racing  into  its 
road  machines,  and  the  latest  CB750  en- 
gine has  its  roots  in  the  RCB  effort.  Appar- 
ently there  are  a  few  bugs  to  work  out  of 
the  system  at  this  time  as  Leon  complained 
of  a  "brutal  surge  of  power"  and  said  that 
the  .system  did  not  yet  equal  the  carbure- 
tors used  before  in  overall  performance. 

An  interesting  sidenote  is  that  Dahne. 
an  engineer  by  trade,  is  in  charge  of  sport 
service  for  Metzeler  tires,  serves  as  a  devel- 
opment rider  and  participates  in  tire  de- 
sign. At  the  Nurburgring,  Dahne's  Honda 
was  fitted  with  Metzeler  slicks.  B 


KNOW  YOUR  BIKE 


9635  B*T»VUS  mooMs 

3727  BRIDCESTONE  s-ngm  L  l»ins.  SO.  60.  90.  IJi  

0777  BMWhnns  500  &  600cc,  55  69     

099«  BMW  Iwns.  50O  lOOOcc,  70  78    

9453  BSABanlams  125  150-  175,48-67   

8910  BS*  Singles,  350,  500  i  600,  54-57    

0757  BSA  smgus,  250,  350,  450  t  500.  58-71  

0756  BSA  Iwins.  500  &  650,  47  63    

9603  BS»  1v.-ns,  500  i.  650,  t»  »50  i  *65,  Bl-M   

9650  BULTACO  smgles,  125  370cc,  all  thru  77   „  

0535  CI  singles,  125,  250  &  400,  69-78  

891  1  CZ  l»ins.  250,  74  77  

3728  OUCATI  singles,  160.  250.  350  t  450.  all  thni  74... 

8912  OUCATI  twins  750,  860  t  900,  74-77   

8169  GARELLI  nopeds,  76  78    

9614  HARLEY  DAVIDSON  singKK.  47-72  . 


0607  HARLEY  DAVIDSOH  Scortsttrs,  59.77   

0612  HARLEY-DAVIDSON  74  cu  in  V-lvnns,  59-78  ,. 


HOOAKA  s-ngles,  90  125CC,  63  78 

HONDA  singles  ATC70  t  ATC90  rrxKMs.  70-78  ,. 

HONDA  singles,  XR75,  75-78   

HONDA  singles  50  90cc,  64  75 


HONDA  s-ngles,  4  stroke  mHy  tOO-3JOct.  70-78  

HONDA  singles  tlsinore  rrxidels,  12S  *  JSOo.  73  78,. 

HONDAI«.ns  125-200CC,  64  77  

HONDA  twins,  250  t  305cc.  62-63   

HONDA  twins,  250  i  350a;,  64-74     

HONDA  twins,  400cc  Hawk,  78    

HONDA  twins,  450  i  500cc,  65-77  

HONDA  twins,  CX500.  78    

HONDA  lours  350  400  i  SOOcc.  72-78  

HONDA  lours  750cc,  69-78     , 

HONDA  lours  Gi  l  000,  75  78    

HUSgVARNA  singles,  125  450CC,  66-75   

KAWASAKI  Singles,  80450CC,  65  77 


KAWASAKI  twins,  250  &  350,  all  A-serm  .... 

KAWASAKI  twins,  K2400,  74  78  ,.  

KAWASAKI  triples.  250  750cc,  69.77   

KAWASAKI  fours,  KZ650,  76  78  . 


9649 

8913 
8914 
3788 
9785 
0608 
0992 
3752 
0989 
8915 
3749 
8916 
9602 
3755 
8468 
9779 
3754 
3791 
8469 
9601 
8917 
0840 
94  59 
0613 

8918 
9600 
0505 
0614 
0692 
9794 
07  74 
9852 
0612 
8857 
8358 
8079 
3792 
8919 
9784 
8920 
8080 
0948 
3753 
0893 
0909 
0910 
8920 
3747 
8651 
8652 
8921 
8398 
8399 
3724 

8922 
9775 
0720 

9668  TUNING  FOR  PERFORMANCE   

0558  MINI  BIKE  SERVICE  MANUAL  all  DiodMm  models 

0554  MOTORCYCLE  FLAT  RATE  MANUAL  seryice,rep»r.(»erltaul 

8542  RESTORATION  .iniage  4  ttiori»jgl>lxe<)  motofcycles 

052?  RIOC  &  STAY  ALIVE  iu'*ival  booh  tor  all  tjike  riders 

0650  HOW  TO  RlOE  OBSERVED  TRIALS  &  be  a  better  dftl  rider 

0626  HOW  TO  WIN  MOTOCROSS  or  being  ahead  of  the  pack 


KAWASAKI  lours,  900  i  lOOOcc.  73-78   

LAM8RETTA  motorscooler,  57  72       

MACO  singles,  250  501cc,  68-75    

MOBYLETTE  mopeds.  66  76    

MONTESSA  s-ngles,  123  360cc,  66  75     

MOTO  GUZ21  twins,  750  850  i,  1000,  74-77   

NORTON  twins  500,600.650  i  750  49  68   

NORTON  twins,  750  i  850  Commando  models.  68-77   

OSSAsingk>s  125  250CC,  71  78   

KUGEOT  mopeds  76  78   

PUCH  mopeds,  76-77   

SACHS  engines,  100  &  12Scc  m  I>>levnan,OKW,Pll>l<in.  Tyran 

SUZUKI  singles,  50  120CC.  64-78     

SUZUKI  singles,  125  400cc,  64-78  

SUZUKI  singles.  80-3  70cc  RM-sefies.  75-77   

SUZUKI  twins,  125  500CC.  64  76    

SUZUKI  twins,  GS40O,  77  78     

SUZUKI  triples,  380-750a,  72  77     

SUZUKI  (ours,  GS550,  77  78     

SUZUKI  lours,  GS750,  77  79 


TRIUMPH  twins,  500  t  650  pre-unil  modah.  47-62  

TRIUMPH  twins,  500,650  i  750,  63-76   

TRIUMPH  triples,  Irrient  &  BSA  Rocket.  69-72  

VELOCETTE  singles,  350  &  500.  53  70   

VESPA  scooters,  64  76   

VESPA  mopeds.  Ciao  &  Bravo  models.  71-77 
VAMAHA  singles,  50-lOOcc  rotary  «lve  mdls.  63-76  , 
YAMAHA  singles,  80- 1 75cc  Enduro,Motocros5.  68-78 
YAMAHA  singles,  250  500cc  Enduro.Motocross,  68-78 
YAMAHA  singles.  XTSOO  1  n500  models,  76-78 

YAMAHA  twins,  90  200cc,  66  77   

YAMAHA  twins.  250  400cc.  65  78    

YAMAHA  twins.  XS360  &  XS400,  76-78   

YAMAHA  twins,  TX500  t  XS500,  73-78   

YAMAHA  twins,  650cc,  7a  78   

YAMAHA  lnok!5,  XS750,  76-78    


ts.oo 
ts.so 

S8.S0 
}8.50 
$8.90 
S8.50 
S8.S0 
18.50 
$8.50 
18.50 
S8.50 
58.50 
1850 
18.50 

ts.oo 

MM 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8,50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$850 
$850 
$8.50 
$850 
$8.50 
$850 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
(8.50 
$8.50 
$4.»5 
$8.50 

$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$5.00 
$5.00 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$850 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$8.50 
$850 
$850 
$850 
$850 
$8.50 
$8.50 

$5.95 
$5.95 
$7.95 
$14.95 
$2.95 
$5.95 
$5.45 


CARBOOKS.INC. 


181  Glen  Ave 

Sea  Cliff  NY  11579 


p  Name 
I  Address 


City 


■  □  I  enclose  lull  payment  phone  orders  800-645-6272  I 
I  Cliarie  Add  $2.00  for  >hipp4ng-U5A  «  Ciruda  | 

J  □  Aflwf lean  Express      n  Visa,'  BankArmricard 


■ Card 
number 


2       BOOK  NO. 

QTlf 

PRICE  EACH 

TOTAL 

1 

( 

( 

I 

.1 
I 
I 
I 
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JOIN  THE  LEADERS  IN  COLORFUL 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Sav*  moneyl  Top  quality 
motor  cycle  and  high  speed 
clothing  with  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  clearly 
marked. 


U:2S 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  "The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports. 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers.  ^^^^ 

'  To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  (Dept.  CW),  120/122  Great 
Portland  Street.  London,  W1A  2DL,  England. 
Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 .00. 
Name   

!  Address  


RIDE 
AWARE 


MOTORCYCI_E  INOUBTRY  COUNCIL.IIMC. 


MAIL  ORDER 
DIRECT  AND 

SAVE  50%! 


SAVE  THIS  ADI  It  s  your  key  to 
tome  of  the  best  savings  on  First 
Quality  Brand  Name  MX  mer- 
chandise! Call  us  Toll  Fre«  lor 
our  complete  price  list! 


STEVE 
STACKABLE 

MX  PANTS 
$3490 


SAW 
SHOCKS 

coMP.SQQSO 


METZELER  TIRES 

3.00-  43504.50-5^50 


CALL 
MR.  GOODBUY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR 
MOTOR-X 
NEEDS! 


Grand  Opaning  Special 

SCOTT 
MX  BOOTS 

$12750 

MXL  BOOTS 

$119 


GOLDEN  ^OKfiO 

SPECTRO  $90*" 

MOTOR  OIL 

(24)  MIX  "-"^^^ 


ELECTRO  PRO  aaSO 
HELMET 


BELL 
MOTO  III 

HELMET 

$8150 


OURY  HANDLE   $4  99 
BAR  GRIPS  ■ 


MIKUNI-CARBS  ^0.^95 
PREJETTED  ^«#*» 

RM125  34MM  C.  T.  ALLOY 


TSUBAKI 
CHAIN 

428  132L 


$15»5 

(520)  H  9.95 


ALL 
SPROCKETS 

SUZUKI 
HUSKY 
MAICO 

$1985 

FRONT  SPROCKET  $5.50 


SPECIAL!  SUZUKI 
CONVERSION  KIT 


125N 
520 


$29 


95 


ABOVE  PRICES  DO  NOT 
INCLUDE  SHIPPING  CHARGES 


^-r^--^    ^  m       FOR  FAST.  IMMEWVrEE 

WORLD  CLASS  I  r^^-A^ 

PRODUCTS.  INC.  I  .l:gg,ttL.i3)es3-^ 


PRODUCTS,  INC 

P.O.  BOX  1845 
PONTIAC,  MICH.  4S056 


continued  from  paf^e  8V 

The  Kerkers  will  work  with  stacks, 
pliers  or  the  stock  air  box.  dependiny^ 
which  Kerker  core  you  want  to  use. 

It's  a  matter  of  decree.  The  velo 
stacks  will  flow  the  most  air  and  you 
even  get  a  little  ram  tuning  from  them, 
they  II  let  dirt  and  water  into  the  eng 
meaning  more  wear  They'll  make  noise 
because  they  flow  more  air,  you  may  nee 
rejet  the  curbs. 

The  filters,  good  ones,  will  flow  nearl 
much  air.  They  protect  the  engine 
they'll  make  a  bit  more  noise. 

The  stock  bo.x  and  filter  will  be  cjuiet 
give  ma.ximum  protection  at  the  prict 
some  restriction. 

So  first,  how  much  power  do  you  wan 
what  price?  We'd  not  be  willing  to 
without  fliters  on  the  street,  but  we  ki 
people  who  do.  The  middle  ground  wouh 
individual  filters.  What  we'd  suggest  is  . 
you  get  the  e.xhaust  system  you  want 
then  mate  the  intake  to  the  e.xhaust. 
normal  street  use  the  Kerker  DBA -I 
nearly  as  quiet  as  stock  and  it  will  be 
quickest  if  you  keep  the  stock  intake. 
DBA  (not  E -model)  is  a  little  louder  and 
work  best  with  careful  rejet  ting  and  perh 
individual  air  filters.  Finally,  there's 
standard  core.  It 's  very  loud,  enough  to 
you  in  trouble  with  the  law  if  used  in 
erectly,  and  it  will  take  full  advantagt 
velocity  stacks  and  different  jetting. 


GAS  GUZZLER 


I  just  purcha.sed  a  used  full  dress 
Suzuki  750GT.  I  am  getting  only  27  m, 
have  cleaned  and  reoiled  the  air  clea 
cleaned  the  exhaust  baffles,  and  in  reac 
the  plugs  they  are  what  I  would  say 
perfect  brown  color.  Why.  then,  am  I 
ting  such  bad  gas  mileage? 

Tom  Pappas 
E.  Providence, 

Your  mileage  is  way  out  of  line  for  nori 
use  on  a  Water  Buffalo.  Highway  mile 
should  be  in  the  46s  and  even  around  tc 
they  will  run  mileage  in  the  high  30s. 
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llluitratlon  by  P  M.  McK. 


^0  came  vi  iih  a  (retired  dry  paper  air 
so  it 's  curious  to  hear  you 've  cleaned 
reoiled  the  air  Jiher  unless  there  is  a 
u  cmcnt  foam  filler  installed.  Other 
to  check  include  the  gearing  (stock  is 
■tooth  countershaft  and  47 -tooth  rear 
ket)  as  a  used  machine  could  have  had 
aller  countershaft  sprocket  or  larger 
sprocket  installed  for  more  accelera- 
Unless  your  750  will  he  used  for  drags 
earing  shouldn  V  he  lowered. 
\en  there's  the  carhs.  Unlike  ma"'' 
bikes,  the  GT750s  use  ih-- 
the  center  carh  .set  dif) 
iirh\.  Main  jet  size  for  ti 
while  the  middle  carh 
100.  The  needle  should 
position  in  the  center  cu 
h  position  (from  the  top 
.  Even  though  your  plugs 
it  can  he  difficult  to  fy 
•aicly  and  unless  you  are  t 
readings  after  shutting  off 
it's  been  running  on  the  m 
le  Jet.    your   readings  c 
ading. 

tally,  check  compression,  k 
removed  and  the  motor  .spun 
•r  motor,  there  should  he  J  06  psi 
mipre.ssion  for  a  health  y  motor  / 
lion  in  pressures  between  cyli 
s  crank  seals  are  had  and  shou 
red.  A  reading  below  90  psi  ii 
lets  indicates  worn  rings, 
uilly.  if  your  ignition  isn't  .set  propi 
lileage  will  be  hurt  and  .so  will  pow, 
ictions  for  setting  the  three  sets 
V  on  the  750  are  included  in  voi 
IS  manual. 

EN  THE  LEAD  IS  OUT 

ilways  thought  tetra-ethyl  lead  was 
in  gasoline  to  increase  the  octane 
:  and  prevent  detonation  and  pre- 
on.  I  .understood  that  because  lead 
I't  burn  it  can  collect  around  the 
contaminate  the  oil  and  (because  it 
n  affinity  for  moisture)  it  will  make 
irlv  deterioration  of  mufflers.  > 


Hella 

H4  Halogen 
headlamp. . . 
100%  more 
light 


The  first  H4  Halogen 
lamp  designed  specifi- 
cally for  motorcycles. 
Double  the  light  output  of 
conventional  headlamps. 
Replaces  7"  and  5%"  sealed- 
beam  units.  Conversion  takes 
only  a  few  minutes.  $32.00  ea. 

Hella  Dual-Trumpet 
Air  Horn 

Harmoniously  blended  twin- 
tone  horn  kit  for  12V  system. 
$34.00  pr. 

Hella  Halogen 
Driving  L^^ntps 

r  case, 
ome-plated 
h  cover, 
es. 


^^irror 


Jnbreakable,  completely  rustproof  material. 
It  Chrome,  Stratochrome.  $26.00  ea. 

for  color  '78-'79  Hella  Catalogue, 
tur  nearest  Racemark  dealer. 

•  Racemark  International 


C     P.O.  Box  82-C 

^     Burnt  Hills,  N.Y.  12027 

Phone  518/399-9106 

Telex:  145-382 


All  Season  Touring 
Glove  of  butter  soft 
leather  with  removable 
woolen  liner  for  cold 
weather  wear. 
Sizes:  Small,  Med., 
Lrg.,  X.  Lrg. 
Order  Black  or  Tan 
$29.95  per  pr. 


^  -iiQ  save  - 
onipped  freight  free 
*lnc.  Fed.  Excise  Tax 

TUBES 

All  18"  &  19 "Tubes 
$5.95  ea. 

Shipping:  Gloves  or 
Shields  $1.50  ea 
Farlngs  or  Tires 
$3.50  ea.  Tubes 
$1.00  ea. 

NJ  RES  ADO 
SALES  TAX 


MXL  500 
Flip  Shield 


Slipstreamer 
Fairing 

Easily  Installed 
Clear:  $59.95  ea. 
Tint:  $64.95  ea. 


cw  6 


Cot 


Full  flip  action. 
X  500  -  Scratch 
Resistant 
H  500  -  Fog  Free 
Treated  $10.95  ea. 
Send  Name  Addiess  Cily  Stale  7ip 
Make  Model  j  yi  ol  Bike  Plus 
Money  oidci  oi  Personal  cneck 
Visa  01  Masiei  Chaige  include 
Card  No  &  Eip  Date 
Catalog  Sales  Div  ot 
H  P  T  Enterprises  Inc  ?0I  689  5261 
Rui  67  Belvidefe  NJ  0/823 


Keep  It  Clean 


The  easy  way  to  remove 
carbon  and  oil  build  up  is  with 
Bel-Ray  Contact  Cleaner  Contact 
Cleaner  is  a  high  pressure  spray 
formulated  to  clean  and 
degrease  all  metal  surfaces.  It 
dries  in  seconds  and  will  leave 
no  residue. 

Use  Contact  Cleaner  on  alt 
electrical  contacts  including 
ignition  and  magneto  contacts, 
breaker  points,  fouled  spark 
plugs  or  any  area  that  requires 


a  non-flammable,  quick  drying 
spray. 

Bel-Ray  Contact  Cleaner  is  an 
excellent  dispersing  agent  and 
can  be  used  to  clean  carburetor 
parts,  gear  boxes  and  other 
engine  parts  before  assembling. 
So  use  Bel-Ray  Contact  Cleaner 
and  have  a  clean  machine. 

Available  in  20  oz.  shop  size. 

Sold  only  through  quality 
motorcycle  dealers  around  the 


NON-fUUII 

Mies  in 

^VES  MO 

KtMOVeS 

<  OILBI 


•*UTlOW-  Conl»nt» 


'THE  WORLD'S  FASTEST  MOTORCYCLE  LUBRICANTS' 


BEL-RAY  COMPANY.  INC..  INTERNATIONAL  CORP.  HDQTRS. 

PO  Box  526.  Facmingdale.  NJ  07727.  (2011  938-2421  Telex  132476 


NATIONAL  SALES  OFFICE 

561  S  Slate  College  Blvd  .  Fullenon  CA  92631.  1714)  738-8474 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A. 


mOTORCYCU 


I  ira  H  ]  ITTW 


AMERICAN  MOTORCVCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 

Chicago  Campus  2M0  Uotin  H«t»lrd  SOrrl  CHtcago  Illinois  60657  312-939  0771 
Flo'idit  Campus  1J700  N  W  I9lh  A«r    Bay  14  Wiami.  Florida  330M  305  685-64 66 


Name 


Age 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

O  I  am  a  veteran 
Telephone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


4^' 


The  current  gasoline  situation  has  le 
discu.ssion  about  damage  to  the  valve  I 
if  unleaded  fuels  are  used  in  engines?, 
signed  to  operate  w  ith  regular  or  low  -- 
fuels.  Would  you  be  kind  enough  too 
plain  the  risks?  (1  assume  these  arc  cas«r 
w  hich  octane  rating  and  compression  i 
are  not  a  problem.)  Do  manufacturers- 
different  materials  or  design  with  no- 
engines,  or  is  a  lower  compression  ratio 
only  difference? 

Harry  Ransi 
Helotcs.  Tea 

There  aren't  us  many  hard  anil  fasrv 
swers  to  this  as  we'd  like.  When  low- 
fuel  first  appeared,  there  was  concerns, 
valve  life,  because  the  lead  in  ^as  did prM 
.some  lubrication. 

Currently,  the  oil  companies  are  m 
other  additives  and  the  engines  in  most  i  > 
have  better  or  different  materials  for\ 
valve  seats.  Far  as  we  know.  assut7iinf\. 
octane  rating  compatible  with  the  engy 
needs,  no-lead  will  do  no  barm.  .And  wit\' 
enffine  designed  .f  or  low  or  no-lead,  let" 
fuel  can  leave  deposits  that  reduce  Sf^i 
plug  life. 

FLOODED  FLOATS 

.Since  the  purchase  of  mv  used  Can  r 
175  T'NT.  the  Bing  carb  has  been  leat 
whenever  the  engine  is  revved  above 
The  needle  and  seat  assemblv  and  the  i 
level  have  been  checked  and  appear  tO 
correct,  yet  the  fuel  still  pours  out  I 
overflow  pipe  whenever  the  cnginn 
running. 

R.  Sedgev; 
Oshaua.  • 

My  brother  has  a  1972  Honda  CBf 
The  floats  in  two  of  the  carbs  sunk.  Hea 
new  floats  in  and  ever  since  he's 
trouble  with  gas-fouled  plugs.  The  c, 
have  been  leaned  as  far  as  they  can  go.« 
the  plugs  last  no  more  than  300  mi.  and> 
engine  blubbers  on  cruise. 

Alan  Niem  r 
Lena.  111. 

One  of  the  lessons  taught  by  e.xperien  i 
that  the  last  thing  you  fi.\ed  is  likely  tA 
the  thing  that's  giving  you  trouble  now:t 
H  hat  we  have  here  is  carbs  that  > 
flooding.  The  needles  and  .seats  aren't  iv.i 
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goodJyear 


WARNING 

t  lOuvAiui  lOuttovwMLiii 

«V  MUCH  AS  I 

DON  r  M(ss  wtrH  ir 


lOFA 


RFORMANCE 


d  50*  for  «ach  stlcksr  above  or  S6  for  all  15. 
our  new  '79  catolog  of  over  900  stickers 
I  5  free  samples  (our  choice)  for  only  S2. 
d  your  money  and  list  of  what  you  want  to: 

STICK-EM  UP 

1814  Cotallno  Court,  0«pt. 
LIvarmora,  CA  945S0 


TORCYCLE  MECHANIC 


"THE  CALIFORNIA  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  PROFESSIONALS" 


ICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS,  INC. 


WITH  THE  WINNERS! 

I're  serious  about  becoming  a  top-notch 
cycle  mechanic  you'll  want  the  best  possible 
ig  available.  You  can't  afford  second  best 
sither  can  we.  If  you  think  you  have  what  It 
to  become  a  ^m^W^am/  . . . 

Toll  Free  1-800-423-4678 

Residents  Call  Collect  (213)  944-0123 


OR   MA  I  L   COU  PON  ' 


ESIDENCE  SCHOOL    □  HOME  STUDY 

MERICAN  r/IOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS 
Shoemalter  Ave.  •  Santa  Fe  Spgs,  Ca  90670 

 AGE  

ESS  


Street 


City  State 


'JE 


Zip 


in^.  although  they  appear  to  he  set  right. 
Quickest  cure  here  is  to  replace  the  needles 
and  seats.  Set  the  levels  by  the  hook  and 
make  sure  the  level  is  what  it 's  supposed  to 
be. 

While  doing  that,  look  for  loose  mount- 
ing flanges,  clamps,  nuts  and  bolts.  Older 
engines  tend  to  loosen  up  some,  and  both  the 
above  cases  sound  as  if  there's  a  vibration, 
anywhere  from  carb  flange  to  engine  mount, 
that 's  allowing  the  carb  to  get  rattled  around 
and  keeps  the  needle  from  getting  the  firm 
seal  it  needs  to  do  its  job. 

NO  NON-LEAD 

After  reading  your  July  1978  issue  I 
decided  the  bike  for  me  (and  obviously  not 
for  you)  was  the  Honda  CB750A.  And  I 
like  the  bike  very  much. 

In  your  specifications,  you  listed  recom- 
mended fuel  as  low-  or  no-lead.  My  man- 
ual recommends  low-lead  or  regular  with  a 
research  octane  number  of  91  or  higher,  or 
a  pump  octane  number  of  86  or  higher. 
No-lead  is  not  recommended. 

What  gives? 

E.A.  Conley 
Marietta.  Ohio 

Lead  is  put  into  gasoline  mostly  to  raise 
the  octane  rating,  but  there 's  more  to  ii  than 
that.  Lead  also  serves  as  a  lubricant  for  the 
valve  seats.  When  no-lead  first  appeared, 
there  was  some  confusion  over  this,  as  early 
experience  showed  that  the  lack  of  this 
lubrication  could  cause  problems. 

Note  we  say  "could.  "  The  different  manu- 
facturers have  had  different  experiences 
with  no-lead.  Some  say  lead  is  useful,  some 
say  it  doesn  V  make  any  difference. 

Evidently,  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  Honda 
would  prefer  you  use  lead  and  not  worry  too 
much  about  octane.  Unless  the  lead  fouls 
spark  plugs,  we'd  say  leaded  gas  is  good 
insurance. 

YANKEE  PARTS 

In  the  June  issue,  there  was  a  letter  from 
a  man  interested  in  the  Yankee  Z500.  I 
thought  rd  pass  along  the  address  of  the 
Yankee  distributor: 

Yankee  Accessory  Corp. 
2910  Campbell  Ave. 
Schenectady.  N.Y.  12306 

Guy  Gallucci 
Schenectady.  N.Y. 


■  T  1  1 

•  T  ij  1 

ENJOY  A  ^ 
REWARDING 

CAREER  right  out  of 
,  school.  Find  out  how  you  can 

qualify  tor  an  aviation  career  with      .  - 
'  great  opportunitias,  aidtenmit,  and  the  -r^ 

respect  of  your  community.  ^"  ^^g^ 

•  Famous  since  the  early  days  of 
aviation,  Spartan  continues  to  enjoy  a  world- 
wide reputation.  And  no  wonder!  Our  facilities 
include  three  campuses  covering  26  acres,  a 
quarter-million  square  feet  of  shop,  hangar, 
classroom  and  administrative  space  .  .  .  plus,  a 
skilled  faculty,  dozens  of  aircraft  and  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  equipment,  training  aids,  jet 
and  piston  engines  and  facilities.  //  you  are 
interested  in  Aviation . . .  you'll  be  interested 

in  Spartan! 

JET  ENGINE  MECHANIC 


91%  PLACEMENT! 

ASK  US!  We'll  send  you  all  the  Facts  on  17 
Aviation  Courses:  Costs,  Financing.  Curriculum. 
gI  Benefits,  Faculty,  Facilities,  etc./4<  <ti  </iVi''J 
Member,  National  Association  of  Trade 
and  Technical  Schools  tioo 


INSTRUMENT  REPAIR 


SPARTAN  School  of  Aeronautics  Dept.  EB099 
International  Airport,  8820  East  Pine  Street 
P.O.  Box  51133,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  74151 
Please  ruth  me  FREE  and  Complete  Information 


Name  

Address. 
City  


_Age. 


Phone 


.Stale. 


-Zip- 


Inclutle  Information  on:  □  GI  Benefits  □  Student  Loan 

Licenstd  by  the  Oklahoma  Board  of  Private  Schooli. 


CARB  STIX 


MERCURY 


CARBURETOR 
SYNCHRONIZER 

CARB  STIX  is  the  most  accurate  and  convenient  to 
|_  use  carburetor  synchronizer  available 
I         regardless  of  price 

The  CARB  STIX  is  a  tool  designed 
for  the  perfectionist 

PRICED  RIGHT 
CAM  STIX  PRO  For  the  Professional 

_..l.iL 


:l! 


$21.95 


•  Precision  bored  laboratory 
glass  capillary  tubing  assures 
ex  t  reme  accuracy 

•  Large  Clear  Columns 

You  KNOW  when  the  carbs 
are  right  Gives  you  a  resolu* 
tion  of  7  10  1  over  gauges 

•  Two  CM  Indicia  spacing  So 
you  know  wfien  you're  within 
factory  specs  or  t>etler 

•  Laboratory  grade  mercury 

(99  99S  pure) 
(004%  non-volatile  rasidufl) 


CARB  STIX  II  For  the  do-it-yoorselfer 


SIMILAR  TO  ABOVE  BUT  ALL  PLASTIC 
CONSTRUCTION 


$17.95 


CARB  STIX  come  complete  with  adaptors 
to  fit  all  Japanese  and  European  Multis. 


Send  check,   Paser  Instrumentation  Inc 
cash  or  rnoney    4913  West  Avaton  Drive  D 

order  to   PtWMnix.AZ  85031  •  (602)272-5444 


NAME   

ADDRESS   

CITY  

O    CARB  STI 


_ST 

(  PRO 


 ZtP- 

CARB  STIX  Ii 


OCTOBER  1979/95 


INTERNimONflL  RRCINQ  flSSOCIflTION 
proadly  prtttnti 

1 1t  Annual 

TiHIIBTV  IMIOURS  OF  ROCKinGHRm 

(WORLD'S  LOnaeST&TOUOHEST  ROAD  RACE)  yff]j^^^  SEPT.  28,  29&  30 


THREE  FCJLL  D^yS  Of  RflCE  'N  ROCK  'N  ROLL 

WHERE  TOP  RflCINQ  TEflMS  SET  H  WORLD  RECORD 
AND  RflCE  FOR  THE  512  500^  PC"«- 


•  Molly  Hachct.  Nontucktt  and  Atlanta  Rhythm  Sottlon 

•  Fc««  Camping  fi  Parking 

•  Anny  Skydlvvrt  G  Racing  Team 

•  FREE  Motoreycl*  Olvvn  Away 


'Sonctlon«4  by  W«tt«m  Eaitvm  Ro«d  Racing  Aiso<tatlon 


•  Coitom  Blk<  Show 

•  World's  Largait  Von  Show 

•  Official  Pact  Car  To  B«  Qlvan  Away 
Afttr  Ract  (HQ  TD  Rtplka) 

RACERS:  WRITE  IRA 
FOR  ENTRY  FORMS 


tkli«l(t)  tor  Thirty  Houn  of  Rocklnfhoin  at 


(SZO.OO)  Twtnty  DoHon  «o<h.  I  an^vntontf  thli  ordtr  muit  b«  r«<«tv*4  by  IRfl 
by  S«pt«fnb€r  20.  1 979  or  I  will  not  r«ctlv«  my  odvonct  tkkot  In  tint*. 
(Coih,  Mortoy  Ordor,  CortlfM  Chocki  onlyl) 

Namt  


Oty. 


.  Statt. 


PlMit  itndm*  my  efflctal  TMfty  HearT-Shlrtat  {(."(Rog.  Sfot  Ran) 
PfOQS*  Chock  Slio  and  Color: 
Slit:  S        M         la  XI 

Color:  Rod        LI.Ha«        Ton        Bloch  Tollow  


MAIL  to 
IRA 

Suite  4S0 
1130  E  3rd  Street 
Charlotte  NC 
28204 

(7041  372  1599 


MAIL  ORDER  DIRECT 

OVER  I.OOO 

MOTORCYCLE  ACCESSORIES 

For  Road,  Trail,  Competition,  Custom 
at  SUPER-LOW  DISCOUNT  PRICES 
Save  up  to  30%  AND  MORE! 
ALL  TOP  NAME  BRANDS 

SEND  $2.00  PLUS  50^  POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING  NOW 
FOR  VOUR  97-PAGE  CRAM-PACKED  1979  CATALOGUE!! 


THE  OUTMUDEML 


MAIL  ORDER  DIVISION 

570  South  Broad  Avenue  1079 
Ridgelield.  N.J..  07657  (201)  945-5533 


N.Y.  SHOWROOM 

610  W.  57th  Street 
NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10019 
(212)  581-2250 


Eurotour  continued Jromn 

White  is  a  chemical  engineer 
moved  to  Paris  with  his  French  wife 
young  son  to  earn  twice  the  salary  he  i 
doing  the  same  woric  in  London.  D 
the  weeic  he  writes  operating  manua 
ethylene  plants  being  installed  in  the 
die  East.  This  weekend  he  had  ridd( 
Scotland  to  enter  a  rifle  shooting  m 
Today  he  traveled  700  miles,  incli 
large  stretches  of  country  roads. 

We  parked  our  bikes  in  the  courtya 
the  old  apartment  building  White  live 
near  the  center  of  the  city.  Fitting 
people  and  gear  into  the  tiny  glass- 
polished-wood  elevator  that  carried 
the  fifth  floor  was  a  major  operation 
drank  and  talked  motorcycles,  nuclear 
testors  and  ethylene  economics  unt 
most  sunrise. 

♦  *  * 

Paris  and  Reims  were  entertaining 
tourist  sense,  and  the  artwork  a 
French  tollroads  (with  hefty  tolls  ran 
up  to  $10.00)  amusing.  I  wondered  ' 
manner  of  creative  vandal  had  pai 
delicate  bands  of  pastel  hues  acros? 
face  of  an  overpass  on  the  first  tollrc 
ventured  down  during  daylight.  Ima 
my  surprise  when,  lining  the  banks  be] 
the  overpass.  I  found  artistically-arran 
widely-spaced  concrete  discs,  six- 
acro.ss.  painted  the  .same  hues.  Anc 
overpass  with  the  bands  of  color, 
beyond,  concrete  spheres  on  short  st 
again  neatly  arranged  to  enhance  the 
nery  or  improve  the  cultural  scttinj 
whatever.  Another  overpass,  this  lime 
mond  shapes  in  concrete  along  the 
way.  Then  squares.  More  discs.  N 
spheres.  For  miles  and  miles,  artwor 
the  roadside. 

*  *  * 

For  excitement,  nothing  could  top 
.sen,  Holland,  scene  of  the  Dutch  1 
road  racing  Grand  Prix.  More  than 
000  people  attended  ,  the  race,  lining 
entire  racetrack  maybe  50  deep.  Tw 
semi-trailers  full  of  bottled  beer  \ 
brought  in  to  stock  the  beer  tent.  All 
was  needed. 

The  motorcycle  parking  area  was  ) 
gering.  Have  you  ever  seen  50.00 
75.000  motorcycles  parked  in  one  pla( 
one  time?  Name  your  choice,  brand 
size.  It's  out  there,  somewhere,  along 
every  accessory  available  on  the  contir 
Racing  aside,  just  .seeing  the  bike  park 
worth  the  trip. 

The  crowds,  gathered  from  all  over 
rope  with  Dutch  and  Germans  | 
dominating,  filled  surrounding  cam| 
areas,  local  hotels  and  the  tow  n  of  As 
Townspeople  welcomed  the  bikers  .  .  . 
their  money.  And  when  the  race  was  i 
and  the  stream  of  cars,  trucks  and  h 
clogging  the  highways  for  miles  in  e- 
direction,  townspeople  and  farm  fam 
from  miles  around  lined  roads  and  o 
passes  to  watch  the  spectacle.  They  r 
not  see  anything  like  it  for  the  rest  of 
year.  
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ISED  PARTS 

HONDA 
Suzuki  Norton 
amaha  Kawasaki 

JYCLE  SALVAGE  INC. 
72  Frontage  Rd.,DEPTw 
yest  Haven,  CT  06516 
ALL  (203)933-1609 


your  lavoflte  cvcle 
order  direct  — 
}e  3  lor  S6  00 


COMPETinON  CHEMICAU  •  O^M.  302 
P.O.  Box  141  •  Iowa  FoHs.  Iowa  50126 


:)YCLES&CARS 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

argest  Parts  and  Accessories 
Warehouse  in  the  Midwest 
d  $1.50  for  Parts  &  Accessory  Catalog 

Returx)  with  purchase  over  $10. 

\RR'S  HONDA 

6800  N.  Clark 
hicago,  IL60626  312-274-7777 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


ATALPli 

rked  with  big  bike 
;ones  from  Vottef 
Lockharl 
Avon  S&W 
K3Thef  Works 
any  rrtofe 
Wtverv  ond, 
rse  monoy 
juoranteed' 

"  ^  ECUPSE  UNK  BAO 

five  sepotQte  comoortments 
100%  woter  resistont  cofduro 
Map  pocket,  defochobie  belt  pock 
ond  2-w'ay  zippers  Red.  Blue  Block 

$49.95. 

rder  Toll  Free.  1-800-426-2783 

Is  S  (or  (   )  Cotalog(>|  of  S2  00.  ond '  or  Eclipse 

ot  SJ?  95  Stole  Color  

K  Order   n^'wChorge  n^S*  OCosh 


Acct  No 

Nome  

Street  


deCa 


city  state/Jo  - 


CouDon  Must  Accompar>y  Order 
2640  DEPI  CW  1221  DEXTER  AVf  N  SEAHLE  WA  «8109 


Munich  is  tremendous.  But  if  you  ask  a 
German  "Wo  ist  Munich  Zentrum?" 
(Where  is  the  center  of  Munich?)  he'll  look 
at  you  askance.  In  German  it's  Miinchen. 

Marienplatz  (St.  Mary's  Square)  is  a 
gathering  point  in  the  center  of  the  city,  the 
eastern  approach  to  several  streets  turned 
into  a  pedestrian  mall.  Row  after  row  of 
empty  white  chairs  face  the  circa  1904 
Gothic-style  city  hall  as  crowds  of  people 
hurry  through  the  square. 

Then,  as  the  hour  approaches,  people 
stop  and  sit  in  the  chairs,  looking  upward 
at  the  spires  of  the  city  hall.  A  bus  pulls  up 
two  minutes  before  the  hour,  and  tourists 
rush  out  to  take  positions  in  the  square. 
Finally,  the  hour  strikes,  and  when  it  does, 
the  Glockenspiel  on  the  city  hall  tower 
joins  the  crescendo  of  church  bells  echoing 
across  the  city.  Figures  depicting  scenes 
from  the  1568  wedding  of  Duke  Wilhelm 
V  appear  parading  into  view  on  ornate 
balconies.  When  the  wooden  figures  re- 
treat and  the  music  stops,  the  chairs  in  the 
square  empty  and  people  drift  off  to  shop, 
eat,  drink  or  listen  to  street  musicians 
playing  rock.  folk.  cla.ssical  (with  violin 
and  cello).  The  musicians  compete  for 
coins  thrown  by  passersby  and  some  of 
them  sing  in  terrible  English  to  add  a 

touch  of  the  exotic. 

•    *  * 

I  covered  the  800  kilometers  (500  miles) 
from  Munich  to  Lohne  (to  return  the  XS 1 1 
to  Mitsui)  in  five  sunny  hours,  including 
gas  stops. 

Make  that  five  "almost"  sunny  hours. 

Just  25  kilometers  (15  miles)  from  my 
goal,  a  small  clump  of  clouds  appeared 
and  poured  out  rain.  The  rivers  of  water 
from  the  heavens  obscured  road  signs, 
pavement  markings,  everything.  Even  the 
Germans  in  cars  slowed  to  50  kph  (30 
mph).  For  10  kilometers  (six  miles)  the 
deluge  continued.  Then  it  ended  suddenly, 
leaving  behind  warm  and  clear  skies. 

Finding  my  way  through  a  maze  of 
small  German  towns  near  Lohne  was  im- 
possible. So  I  waved  down  the  first  motor- 
cyclist I  saw.  a  kid  on  a  CBX  with  the 
mufflers  gutted  and  steering  damper 
added. 

(Helmets  are  mandatory  in  Germany, 
yet  he  wore  none.  Seems  that  when  they 
passed  the  law,  the  legislators  didn't  spec- 
ify any  penalty,  so  violation  is  without 
consequence.) 

He  gave  up  trying  to  explain  where 
Mitsui  was  in  English  and  German,  ges- 
tured, fired  up  the  Honda  and  was  off. 
riding  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  getting 
sideways  on  sandy  corners,  dragging  feet 
for  a  hundred  yards  after  leaving  each 
stop,  his  CBX's  empty  mufflers  emitting  an 
unearthly  howl.  Ten  minutes  of  mindless 
racing  through  narrow  village  streets  and 
we  were  in  front  of  Mitsui. 

Then,  with  a  wave,  he  was  gone. 

American.  German.  English.  Motorcy- 
clists are  motorcyclists. 

Evervwhere.  it's  the  same.  B 


BE  A 
MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 


AMI  has  thousands  of  graduates  working  in  motor- 
cycle dealerships  all  over  the  world.  What  we  have 
done  for  others,  we  can  do  for  )rou  if  you  have  a  sincere 
desire  to  become  a  success  in  the  motorcycle  industry. 
We  train  for  all  positions-MKhanic,  Parts  Manager, 
Service  Manager  and  Dealership  Manager. 

THERE  IS  ONLY  ONE  AMI.  It  is  located  at  Daytona 
Beach.  Florida.  We  offer  Resident  Training  courses  or 
Home  Study.  To  learn  more  about  this  career 
opportunity,  send  in  the  coupon  or  call. 


TOLL  FREE  1-800-874-0645 

Floiidi residents  cHII  904755  0295  tellect 


woiORcraf 


AMERICAN 
MOTORCYCLE 
INSTITUTE 

1445  SKYTROOPER  ROAD         DAYTONA  BEACH. FLA  32014 

^  SEND  MORE  MFuRMATUN  TO  

NAME  AGE  


CITY 

I 

STATE 

7IP 

} 

PHONE  1  1 

VFT 

□  RESIDENT  TRAINING 

□ 

HOME 

STUDY 

BOOTS 


Specially  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider; 
crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  for  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLO  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  hiight:  roomy  square  toe 

•  Harness  strip  with  solid  brass 
hardware 

•  Full  leather  lining  and  pull  straps 

•  Scuff  resistant  leather  toe  cap 

•  Special  reinforced  steel  shank 
under  arch 

•  Oeep'deated  VIBRAM'!>  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand- 
stained  brown  cowhide  with  biKk 
toe  cap 

•  Sizes  6  thru  14;  widths  B.  D.  E,  EE 


$89.S0  per  pair  phis 

S3.00  postage  and 
handling 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  IMC. 

Dept.  107  ,  P.O.  Box  468  Brockton,  Mass.  02403 

r 


Please  send  _ 
Sue  


Width. 


pairs  of  FRYE  Bike  Boots.  | 
 Color   H 


I  enclose  $. 


.  □  Check     □  Money  Order 


I  Or,  charge  my   □  BankAmericard  □  Master  Charge 
I       I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I  I 

IZ  r-r-r-n  | 

Name 


IBank  No.     ■    ■    ■  . — , 
(M/C)       I    I    I    I  I 


Address  

City,  State,  Zip . 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


I 

J 
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Parts.  Mail  Order  Service  Worldwide 


1010  Sunrise  Highway 
Amityville,  NY  11701 
Call  516-842-5771 


CYCLE  CITYlnc. 


ROSSSEELEY  RAONG  CO. 

Road  ijciny  and  cafe  racing  equipment  for  the 
discerning  rider  desiring  the  best  available  Rear 
sets,  clip  ons.  fairings.  Sceley  frame  kits  for 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  catalog 
Norton         Ducati         Seeley  Cotton 
Read-Titan       John  Tickle  Triumph 
Mont  Vernon  St.,  Milford.  N.  H.  03055 
1-603  673-6334 


CARL'S  HONDA 

.   Di¥.  of  Call's  Motorcycle  5«t«s  Inc. 
Ov«r  50         of  Servfc* 
24  HOUR  COMPUTERIZED 
PARTS  AND  ACCESSORIES  SERVICE 


CATALOGS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ANY  HONDA 
TOLL  FREE 


Bkhrfi.  N.V.  11ZM 


800-221-7508 


N.Y,  Sisi* 

(212)  ar-oata 


HORSEPOWER  TO  WIN 


Honda,  Sportster,  Kawasaki,  etc. 

No  one  makes  a  faster  cam- 

RAVESI  RACING  CAMS 

Wyman  Rd.,  Blllerica,  MA  01821 
Tel:  617/663-3733  — S0<  (or  catalog. 


Southwest's  Largest  ^  ' 

UNION  MOTORCYCLE  SALVAGE 

Millions  of  Parts  -  All 
Makes  -  Old  -  New  -  Hard 
To  Find  -  All  '/>  Price  or  Less 
1-713-643-1659  or  643-1012 
6345  Long  Dr.  Houston,  Tex.  77087    ^  i 


(®  WINDJAMIVIER  IV 


TOTAL  PRia  maUDES:       ,  ( 
HARDWARE  &  SHIPPING 

for  vtNrs.  sr>iriKio.  LiOHrt*.  standaud  eouir. 

OPTIONS:      HONS  %1\  9S  ■  OUAin  LIGHT  tl\  91 

■  COIOI  (HATCH  %69.tS 
LOWERS:  (STIiriNG  INCl}  COLOl  MATCH  P9«S 

TO  OtCa  STATb  TtAII,  MAH   MOOCL.  OmOMS  t  COlO* 
SINO  CHtdC  er  MONEY  0*0a  I  CA-  US  MCL  6%  SALES  TAX  I 

PARTS  UNUMITEO    Dept.  W 
13273  GLENOAKS,  SYLMAR,  CA.  91342 

I  Credit  Card  Orders  Phone:  213/781  -3828 


-mm- 

900  S.S.—  500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINKNTAL  MOTOSPORT  INC. 

893  King  St.  W  (CWK)— Sherbrooke,  Quebec 

Canada  81 9-562-0233  — Gatalofl  $1.00 


Accessory  House   16 

Advanced  Cycle  Products    90 

American  Honda   17-19 

American  M/C  Inst   97 

American  M/C  Mechanics   92 

American  M/C  School   95 

Aral  Helmets   14 

Bel  Ray    96 

BMW  Motorcycles   52-53 

Brown's  Plating  Service   91 

Capital  Cycle   90 

Carbooks   91 

Carb  Stix   97 

Carl's  Honda   98 

Carr's  Honda    97 

Castre   7 

Cat  House   93 

Champion  Sparkplugs   58-59 

Chevrolet  Truck   Cover  3 

Competition  Chemicals    97 

Continental  Motosport   98 

Crawford  House    97 

Customizing  Center   98 

Cycle  City   98 

Cycle  Salvage   97 

Damart  Thermawear   11-13 

Drager's    97 

Etalon    96 

Frank's   98 

Harley-Davidson   15 

Honda  of  Mineola   24 

Hooker  Headers   10 

Intl.  Racing  Association   96 

Kawasaki   9 

Langlitz  Leathers   98 

Lee's  Rider  &  Cycle 

Accessories   91 

D.  Lewis  Ltd   96 

Marlboro  Cigarettes  Cover  2 

Newport  Cigarettes   20 

Norfolk  Motorcycles   98 

North  American  School   89 

Outrider   92 

Parts  Unlimited   98 

Phantom  Rider   8 

Polyglycoat   54 

Powroll  Performance    90 

Racemark    93 

Racers  Supply    98 

Ravesi  Racing  Cams   98 

R.  J.  Reynolds/ 

Brookwood  (regional)   86-87 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Real   36 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Winston  ...  Cover  4 

Road  Rider   98 

Ross  Seeley  Racing   98 

Spartan  School   97 

Sport  Spot   94 

Stick-em  Up    97 

Triangle  Supply   98 

Triumph  of  Oklahoma  City   98 

Union  M/C  Salvage    98 

U.S.  Suzuki   4 

World  Class  Products   92 

Yamaha  (regional)    86-87 


BEiX)<SHOK 

TOTAL  PRICES  —  WE  PAY  SHIPPi 
Send  check  or  money  order  —  No  COD'! 
Stale:  Style.  Size  (Bell  6*i-7V4  -  Shoei  XS,  S,  M,  L. 
1st-2nd  Color  Choice  Calil  Res.  add  6%  tax. 

BT  MAG  II  STAR  120  MOTO  SI 
$47.95    $67.95     $75.95     $75.95  $ 


ZG        S-20        S-12  S-25 
$99.95    $49.95      $69.95     $49.95  $1 

I  PARTS  UNLIMITED  13273  Qlenoaks  Blvd. 
Dept.  WSylmar.  CA  91342  213/781-3828 


attMHOHBOOHMaOaOOOHMKHKHKI 

390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5 
•  ACCESSORIES  • 
*  PARTS  •  MANUALS  H 

jr— — 7  MOTORCYCU  8UFP 
TRIANQLE  6016  W.  Dlvsrssy  Av 

\y  Chicago,  III.  60639 

«  24  Hr.  T«l.  S«r.  CALL  (312)  237-1 

«ewKHOH>o«H»oooo«o«<HeH»««H» 


BSA  Parts 

Kawasaki  Parti 

SHIPPED  SAME  DAY 
NORFOLK  Box  81,  Rte  lA 

MOTORCYCLES    Norfolk,  MA  020 
Call  (617)  384-7 


rOBKDfO  BY  FRANK 

Fin*  fork  tub**,  iprlng*,  cabi**, 
br»c*«,  ho***,  klck*tand«.  Any 
length.  Including  *tock  and  under. 
Pracltion  machlnad  (rom  ultra- 
*onically  t**l*d  •t*«l.  Ea*y  to 
Inatall,  complat*  kit*. 
312-469-6792. 

FRANK  '"'!"•'•.. 


Road  Rider  magazi 


lop  fKe  ti 


ounnq  molopcijci 


$15  for  12  issues,  or  $1.50 
for  sample  copy  to:  RR, 
P.O.  Box  678,  Dept.  W, 
South  Laguna,  CA  92677 


ROAD  RACERS  —  CAFE  RAl 

R0350/400,  Honda,  Kaw,  Suz  A 

Road  Race/Cafe  fairings,  seats,  tanks,  pipe 
RR  boots  &  gloves.  Special 
hardware,  racing  bral 
many  other  hard  to  fini 

New  1979  Catalo 

Racors  Supply,  O 
8059  Van  Nuya  Blvd.,  VN,  CA 


BMW  *^!!2S^USA0 

PARTS  SHIPPED  NATIONWIDE  DAILY 
NEW— USED  — RECONDITIONED 
(No  cataloas  —  iusl  tons  o1  wrts  i 

BMW.TRIUMPH  OF  OKLA.  ( 

1925  N.  MACARTHUR  (405)  787-3- 
 Okla.  City.  Okla.  73127 


THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  CLOTH 

IN  THE  WORLD  The  f, nest  euslor 
made  leathers  foi 
pleasure  or  sport 
Factory  direct  or 
Catalog  available 

Sand  »1.00  lor  NEW  CA' 
-  IRafund  on  first  onh 

2443  S.E.  DIVISION, PORTLAND.  ORE  9 
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^Eyii  IDEAS 


LAMBSKIN  SEAT  COVER 


hear  Comfort  covers  are  100  percent 
iral  lambskin  and  provide  an  insulat- 
cushion  of  air  between  you  and  the 
.  They  are  made  in  two  pieces  and  are 


available  in  natural,  gray,  and  dark  brown. 
For  more  information  contact  Automotive 
Alliance,  CW-8.  P.O.  Box  565,  Santa  Ynez, 
Calif.  93460. 


MALCOLM  SMITH  BELT  PACK 


alci)lm  has  a  new  glove  leather  belt 
:  that  uses  a  brass  zipper  and  Velcro 
jre.  The  inside  is  padded  and  a  thick 
ler  belt  is  pari  of  the  deal.  Price  is 


S34.95  from  your  local  dealer  or  contact 
Malcolm  Smhh,  CW-IO,  7563  Indiana. 
Riverside,  Calif.  92504. 


BASSANI  SPARK  ARRESTERS 


issani's  Snuffit  spark  arresters  clamp 
le  rear  of  existing  silencers.  The  design 
aimed  non-restrictive,  and  non-power 
>ing.  Sizes  range  from  1.5  in.  to  3.0  in. 
rail  length  is  6.0  in.  Installation  is  as 


simple  as  clamping  or  welding  to  your 
pipe.  Suggested  retail  price  is  $18.50  from 
Bassani  dealers  or  Bassani  Manufacturing, 
CW-IO,  3726  E.  Miraloma.  Anaheim. 
Calif.  92609  or  call  (714)  630-1821. 


SHOEI  FAIRING 


Shoei  has  a  wind  tunnel  tested  sport 
fairing.  It's  made  from  pressure-molded 
fiberglass,  has  a  tinted  windshield,  fits  any 
handlebar  shape,  uses  the  stock  headlight 
and  comes  in  black  or  white.  From  Helmet 
House,  CW- 10,  2 1 1 5  Colorado  Ave.,  Santa 
Mt)nica.  Calif.  90404. 


CAM  ACTION  LEVERS 


Cam  Action  Levers 

HONDA  DISC  BRAKE 
MODEtS  77/00 
33  0166 


(A) 


Motorcycle  I 
Parts  and  I 
Accessories! 


Beck/Arnley  has  a  full  range  of  cam 
action  clutch  and  brake  levers  forJapane.se 
street  machines.  They  are  .sold  in  pairs  or 
individually  for  disc  or  drum  brake 
Honda,  Kawasaki,  Suzuki  and  Yamaha 
models.  They  are  made  from  aluminum 
and  finished  in  black.  See  your  local 
dealer. 


OCTOBER  1979/99 


Bl 

IG 

1 A 

PEfl 

ITE  1 

EV 

El 

ffl 

HI 

ING 

EXCI 

GAS. 


Chevy  LUV  with  6-ft.  box 


rOUGH  CHEVY  LUV.  Downright  greedy  when  it  comes  to 
vorking  hard,  playing  hard  and  saving  gas.  That's  Chevy's  small- 
lize  y2-ton  pickup,  available  in  three  models:  Standard  6-ft.  cargo  box. 
Phe  7y2-ft.  box  model  that  carries  more  payload  than  many  mil-size 
/2-ton  pickups.  And  the  LUV  4- wheel  drive  with  a  big  appetite  for  fun. 
(bugh  imported  Chevy  LUV.  At  your  Chevy  dealers.  (Many  dealers 
an  arrange  leasing,  too.) 


EPA  EST.  MPGf  EST.  HWY. 


BEHER  MILEAGE  RATINGS 
THAN  MANY  CARS. 

'Remember  Compare  this  esfimattd 
MPG  to  the  "eslimatwl  MPG"  ol  other 
vehicles  Mileage  may  drHer  deoending 
on  speed,  trip  length,  weather  and 
4WD  usage  Your  actual  highway  mileage 
will  probably  be  less  than  (he  esti- 
mated fuel  economy  Lower  m  Calif 


BUILT  TO  STAY  TOUGH 


sto 


taste  grows  up, 

out-tastes  them  al 

/ 

Only  Winston*s  Sun-RicK"  Blend        _  jL 
of  the  choicest,  richest  tobaccos 
.  tastes  this  full  and  satisfying.  . 

Winston  after  Winston. 


BOX  19  mg.  "tar",  1.3  mg.  nicotine,  KING:  20  mg/'tar", 
1.3  mg.  nicotine,  av.  per  cigarette.  FTC  Report  MAY  78. 


I 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
Thai  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 
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OUTDOOR  LIFE 

l^^estinations  aren't  required  on  Sunday 
l^morning.  Many's  the  time  1  have  rid- 
den in  aimless  circles,  just  to  ride,  but  in 
general  it's  nice  to  have  someplace  to  go. 

On  this  particular  Sunday.  1  knew  where 
I  was  going.  A  small  tow  n  south  of  where  I 
live  was  having  its  annual  festival  of  blue- 
grass  music.  1  like  rock  and  pop  and  classic 
and  jazz  and  all  that,  but  deep  dow  n.  1  like 
bluegrass  best  and  this  festival  is  one  I 
wouldn't  miss  for  the  world. 

There  are  three  ways  to  get  from  here  to 
there:  the  interstate,  the  back  roads  and 
the  woods.  Interstate  is  out.  without  de- 
bate. I  much  prefer  a  road  that  works  w  ith 

1  don't  agree.  1  am  a  ^ood  rider.  V 
have  our  own  personal  limits  as  to 
hard  we'll  go  in  any  set  of  circumstan 
don't  actually  race  on  the  road  and 
as  Hell  don't  take  chances  on  the  hig 
in  traffic  and  25  mph  in  a  school  zon 
no  quarrel  from  me  but  okay.  1  tali 
riously  those  skills  that  mean  you 
ground  on  a  motorcycle  faster  than 
just  about  any  other  form  of  transf 
lion.  How  long  since  you  saw  a  spor 
being  conducted  with  any  enthusi 
How  often  have  you  seen  a  sports  bik 
wasn't? 

And  here  we  all  were,  a  nice  selecti 
ages  and  engines  and  every  man  jack 

nature  that  fits  itself  and  the  traveler  into 
the  topography,  to  a  road  that  bludgeons  a 
path  across  the  world. 

The  woods  would  be  fun.  as  son  Joe  and 
1  had  a  few  weeks  earlier  discovered  the 
last  trail  in  a  series  of  trails  that  w  ill  take  us 
all  the  way  down  the  southern  half  of  our 
local  mountain  range.  Doing  75  mi.  in  the 
woods,  though,  would  take  more  time, 
would  force  me  to  push  when  I  might  not 
feel  like  pushing. 

So  I  took  the  back  roads,  east  from  home 
across  the  valley  and  up  the  canyon,  fol- 
lowing the  creek  until  the  creek  becomes  a 
waterfall  and  the  road  is  carved  from  rock 
until  it  gets  to  the  summit. 

Just  east  of  the  summit  there's  a  parking 
space  and  a  snack  bar.  known  as  The 
Lookout  because  you  can  look  over  a  wide 
valley  with  lake  and  the  next  range  of 
mountains  towering  into  the  sky.  It's  a 
traditional  motorcycle  rest  stop.  This  high- 
way is  the  best  winding  road  for  miles 
around  and  I  doubt  there's  a  minute  from 
Saturday  sunrise  to  Sunday  sunset  that 
there's  not  a  couple  bikes  parked  there 
while  the  rider  and  passengers  talk  .  .  . 
bikes.  What  else?  Dressers  and  choppers, 
cafe  and  enduro— they  are  always  there 
and  1  never  pull  in  for  a  cup  and  a  little 
bench  racing  that  1  am  not  reminded  once 

again  how  alike  we  are.  The  outlaw  on  the 
hardtail  with  Knucklehead  top  end  on  KH 
cases  admires  the  Jota.  the  CBX  rider  is 
impressed  by  the  Knuckle.  Shared  enthusi- 
asm is  far  more  powerful  than  any  debates 
over  which  brand  you'd  rather  eat  worms 
than  ride. 

This  morning  there  was  a  Hock  of  cafe 
bikes  and  I  parked  next  to  a  man  with  a 
new  CB750  four-piper  fitted  with  Hat  bars. 
I'd  do  the  same  thing  myself.  1  said,  and  he 
liked  the  wa\  the  Krauser  worked  c)n  the 
CX500.  Another  man  had  just  got  a 
CX500.  traded  in  his  CB400.  and  he  men- 
tioned that  he's  having  a  little  trouble 
getting  used  to  the  bigger  bike,  especially 
on  righthand  curves. 

From  there  we  got  into  road  riding  in 
general  and  1  was  reminded  anew  of  how 
different  we  we  meaning  motorcycle 
riders-are.  We  ride.  On  the  way  to  this 
coffee  stop  traffic  was  light  and  1  was 
working,  picking  the  lines,  using  the  en- 
gine and  brakes,  getting  over  that  road  in 

O  (TO 

serious  fashion. 

Now.  I  am  not  a  fast  rider.  Whenever  I 
say  something  like  that  some  of  the  other 
guys  here  get  on  my  case.  1  shouldn't  talk 
like  that.  1  am  told,  people  w  ill  think  we're 
a  bunch  of  klutzes. 

was  out  there  to  u.se  his  machine  to  tht 
of  his  ability. 

On  down  the  road  1  went.  v\ond< 
why?  We  are  not  halfwits,  or  darec 
looking  for  a  spectacular  way  out  o 
world.  What  is  it  about  motorcvclist; 
makes  us  ride  the  way  we  do? 

I  got  to  the  park  early  and  had  1 
under  a  tree  with  an  elderly  ctiuple 
was  there  to  hear  the  songs  her  father 
to  sing,  she  said,  adding  that  "he'd  b 
years  old  now."  which  would  make  he 
90?  One  never  asks  a  lady's  age.  so  I  st 
for  the  estimate. 

Bluegrass  music  isn't  commercial 
there  were  no  names  present.  No  n 
contracts  were  negotiated,  no  talent  s 
lurked  behind  the  picnic  tables. 

The  music  was.  well.  I  was  so  swej 
by  the  music  and  the  crowd  that  1  n 
burst  into  tears. 

Local  talent.  A  cowboy  did  a  bunkh 
shuffle  while  chording  blues  on  a  han 
ica.  A  kid  with  GI  haircut  and  surfer  s 
was  in  the  talent  contest  and  1  wo 
some.  Servicemen  in  peacetime  are  nc 
most  popular  people  but  not  to  fea 
could  pick  the  ol'  five  string  and  h« 
cheered  and  hollered  until  he  came 
for  an  encore.  There  was  a  family 
mom  and  dad  on  rhythm,  the  16-vea 
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Weather  Glove 


ur  curves  make  it  easy 

for  you  to  handle  yours! 

nnouncing  the  anatomically  designed  Castre""^ 
old  Weather  Glove. 

This  is  not  only  the  warmest,  but  the  first 
and  finestanatomically  designed  cold  weather  glove 
on  the  market  today. 

Just  check  out  Castre's  TRI-CURVP"  tea 
tures,  which  are  built-in,  to  eliminate  blisters  caused 
by  bunching. 

Count  the  curves. 

One.  Curved  across  your  knuckles. 
Km  Two.  Curved  laterally  from  your 

wrist  to  little  finger. 
Three.  Curved  the  length  of  your 
hand. 

Anatomical  construction  minimizes  the 
crushing  of  foam  insulation  and  maximizes  warmth. 
Varied  foam  thickness  helps  protect  against  cold  in 
critical  areas. 

• 

Extra  leather  on  the  palm  and  thumb,  plus 
reinforced  protection  on  both  thumb  and  index 
finger,  helps  minimize  seam  tears. 

Made  of  the  finest  cowhide  with  triple 
braided  double-stitched  seams  to  reduce  tear-outs. 

Competitively  priced  and  available  in  men's 
sizes,  small,  medium,  large  and  extra-large. 

Castre  gloves  give  you  the  comfort  and 
control  you  need  to  handle  the  most  difficult  ride. 

So  take  those  curves,  with  Castre. 


Gloves  for  all  seasons, 

and  all  reasons! 


5TRE  INCORPORATED 

FLORY  MILL  RD. 
-JCASTER,  PENNSYLVANIA  17601 

astre  Motorcycle  Products  available  at  participating  Castre  dealers 
rough  Castre  Inc.,  Lancaster.  Pa. 


LOW  PRICES  •  QUALITY  BRAND  NAMES  •  FAST  SERVICE 

HELMETS    TIRES  V 


AIICoton,Slz»* 


^1^^ 

Motolll   SM.M 

Star  II   M.M 

Magnum  II   71.99 

R-T.   49.99 

Trials   47.99 

Star  120   n.99 

Replacement  Shields-Star  II 
Clear  or  Smoke.  3  tor  .  $7.99 

MOCI 

S-20  SS1.M 

S-12   73.99 

Z-G   99.99 

IIAVA  $79.99 

Xtra  Shield  $7.9S 


TMLHECC 

Lockhart's  line  aluminum 
rack.  Strong,  lightweight,  at- 
tractive. Honda  750K/F.  650 
(1979  only).  Kawa  900-1000 
(•73-78).  Suz  GS  550.  750. 
850.  100.  Black  $94.50. 
Polished  $114.50.  Free  Ship- 
ping. Also:  Rack  Factory  & 
Amco.  Call  us! 


FM-2$P0in  FAiniM 

The  trickiest  yet!  Aerodynamic, 
rubber-mounted.  (Its  nearly  all 
bikes.  Black.  White  $129.00. 
Metallk;  Silver.  Burgundy.  Blue 
$199XW.  Free  Shipping!  Kawa 
mirror  T'  " 


LOWEST 
PnCES... 
FREE 
SWPPW6! 


eOODYEiWaTH 

5.10-17  

4.00-18  

4.50-18   

3.50-19   

GOODYEiUrH$T 

5.10-16  

5.10-17  

4.25-18  

4.75-18   7Mt 

3.75-19   SMS 

OOOOVEAH  EiWU  A/T 

5.10-16  $47  JO 

4.90-18    42JS 

4.50-18    45J0 

3.25-19  30!00 
Add  $5.50  for  Tubeless.  Add 
$10.50  for  Raised  White  Let- 
ters. 

CONTMENTALKIU 

5.10-16  $S2JS 

4.50-17   51  Jt 

5.10-18   51JS 

4.25-18    49JS 

4.0O-18   4OJ0 

3.50-18  

3.25-18  Rib  Front. . 
3.50-19  Rib  Front. . . 
Add  $5  for  Tubeless 

DUNLOf 

Ml  a  KOI  MUl 

•5.10-18  

4.25-18    43J0 

4  .10  -18   41J0 

3.60-18  .... 

3.50-19  ... 

4.10-19   42J0 

'4.10-19  MKII   44J0 

•5.10-16   4Ija 

'Raised  White  Letters 

Avail  Add.  $6.00 

K  91  MKH 

5.10-17  $S9J0 

4.25-18    49Ja 

5.10-18   SSJS 

4.10-19   4OJ0 

(IMi:UlMaitllllB(|ki» 
ti  bielew  er  mmt\  

Mm:  IWHUIL  M  kr  Ln 

KKHO:  M  lira  pricM  iKWt 
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VETTER  FAIMNe$ 

Windjammer  IV  $289.00.  Vin- 
dicator $239.00  plus  hdwe. 
Lowers  $604)0.  Vetter  Saddle- 
bags $279.00.  Tall  Trunk 
$inm  Cycle  Sound  $6430. 
Free  Shipping  on  Bags. 
Trunks.  Lowers  Fainng  $20jn 
anywhere  48  states.  All  Vetter 
optons.  accessories  avail.  Also: 
New  Pacifico  Shado  Classic 
$359.00  plus  hdwe. 


TRACY  FAIRINO 

Look  of  the  Eighties!  Easy  bolt- 
on.  Nearly  all  bikes.  Black  or 
Silver  $169.00.  Free  Shipp- 
ing. 


Famous  HI-PbtI. 
Smooth  Bores.  Big  Power 
Boost  on  Hon,  Kaw,  Suz 
Fours.  Easy  Insstall.  $20900. 
Accel.     Pump  $44.$9 


QUARTZ  HEADLAMP  Super 
bright  top  quality  French 
made.  Nearly  all  bikes  500cc 
&  larger.  Includes  bulb. 
$19JI.  Yam  RD  350/400 
$32.00.  Spare  bulbs  $7.75. 


LOCKHART  OIL  C00LER$ 

The  best-Complete  kit,  Honda. 
Kawa..  Suz..  Yam.  Tri,  Harley 
$67.77.  Bypass  Valve 
$20.77.  (Extra  capacity  model 
700  cooler  also  avail.  Add 

$13.50.  Optional  chrome  add 
$16.50). 


HELMATE  SPEAKER 

Listen  t'j  AM/FM  or  CB  whlle- 
u-rlde!  $9JS.  Bl-Com-talk  to 
your  passenger  ! 


iALANCE  PLUS  (ACP)  Liquid 

Balancer  2  lor  $5.49. 

TME  MOUNT  LURE . .  .$4.00 

'  Tire  Tool  $7 JO. 


ECUPSE  TANK  RAO 

King  of  the  tank  bags.  Also 
converts  to  backpack.  Black. 
Blue.  Red.  $49.49.  Free  Shlp- 


$PECMLI  1 

purch.  2 

6L 1000  &  BMW 
Hon  750/550 
Kawa/SuzukI 


CORRA  AURM 

Automatic,  controlled  by  igni- 
tion switch.  Loud,  rugged, 
compact,  easily  insialTed. 
1-Year  waranty  $46.00 


Price  per  pair.  Optional  Hlghllt- 
ed  (polished)  $38  pr.  Optional 
sizes  avail.  Limited  offer.  Sub- 
ject to  availability. 

ORDER  ky  MAN.  er  PHONE 

T0U.FREE: 
Calif.    •  000-302-3600 
Vtrn  $brtM  -  00fr423-$120 
•r  OR  213-999-2011 
FREESHIPPWO! 


KRYPTONITE  LOCK.  Defies 
hacksaws,  bolt  cutters. 
World's  finest  motorcycle 
lock  M7J0 


KERKER  EXHAUSTS 

4/1  Hon.  Kawa.  Yam,  Suz. 
Chrome  $164.00.  Black 
$154.00.  Free  Shipping! 


RX  IWTI  $94.75. 

Free  Shipping! 


PBCr  CUIPPIMA  Remember -Prk:es  INCLUDE 
rnU  anirrinW    Shippir>g  (Except  Fainnos) 
On  $25.00  order-except  fairings.   

f_  _  .  _  »  Phone  TOLL-FREE 
I  RACECRAFTERS 


CATALOG  $2.00 

Or  FREE  with  ordtr 


7801  CANOGA  AVE..  CANOGA  PARK,CAUF.  91304 


Please  Ship: 


.Pt)one(_ 


RACECRAFTERS 

7801  CANOGA  AVENUE 


I 

  I 

^*||^^^*^J|j^^^^^^^O%  Deposit  Required  on  COD.  Prices  good  for  30  days.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  ta^J 


Name  

Address   

.  City/State/Zip  

I  □  VIsan  M-Chg.» 
□  M  O.  $ 


□  Catalog  $2  (or  FREE  with  order). 


girl  on  banjo,  the  14-year-old  boy  on  fit 
and  the  beat-allest  12-year-old  m 
dolin  player  1  ever  did  hear.  Just  at 
everybody  who  walked  on  stage 
friends  in  the  crowd  when  they  began 
was  friends  with  the  crowd  before 
were  through. 

Off  to  one  side,  they  danced.  Thi 
back  country,  with  farms  and  I  suspe 
few  communes.  One  group,  all  the  r 
obey  the  biblical  injunction  against  ti 
ming  hair  or  beard  and  the  women  \ 
them  wore  loose  dresses  that  must 
been  made  at  home.  They  were  danc 
nothing  formal,  in  time  to  the  music 
each  other.  I  read  some  time  back  a 
about  the  tranquil  faces  of  old  pec 
who've  never  lived  in  the  city  and  1  thoi 
to  myself,  there  are  some  of  those  face 
the  making. 

The  audience  was  old  and  young,  fa 
lies  with  kids,  college  students,  hippy  Ic 
hairs,  businessman  shorthairs.  shar 
only  their  appreciation  for  a  form  of  m 
not  everybody  appreciates. 

You  can  understand  the  parallel 
suggested  itself  to  me.  It  was  the  kinc 
gathering  where  you  can  talk  with  c 
body.  No  matter  who  it  was  sitting  ne> 
you.  there  was  common  ground.  Nt 
mind  that  I  quit  playing  banjo  becau 
finally  knew  that  I'd  never  be  good  at 
can  still  sit  here  and  listen. 

What  a  good  crowd,  I  said  to  mysel 

This  is  just  like  going  to  the  races. 

There  it  was. 

Not  the  big  races,  not  the  Superc 
style  event  with  the  audience  that  kn 
nothing  about  bikes  and  comes  beci: 
the  television  ads  promise  brushes  \| 
death  and  destruction.  i 

No.  This  was  like  the  club  races,  the  (| 
where  the  audience  knows  the  riders 
likes  them,  can  tell  the  good  from 
clumsy,  where  the  fans  are  there  beci 
they  are  fans,  not  because  somebody 
suaded  them  that  this  was  the  place  to 

The  people  at  the  bluegrass  festival  v 
participants.  Everybody  in  the  crowd  k 
firsthand  what  it  was  like  to  make  that 
work  those  chords  into  a  pattern,  use  e' 
skill  you've  got.  *  , 

So  it  is  with  us  bike  nuts.  When  we  g 
the  races  we  go  to  see  people  who 
terribly  good  at  what  we  .  .  .  well,  we 
good.  We  aren't  as  good  as  the  pros 
that  doesn't  matter  much.  Just  lo  do  i 
live  firsthand,  in  the  world  and  part  of 
world,  is  what  we're  out  there  for  an 
that  means  we  go  faster  than  the  cars 
faster  than  we  need  to  go.  shrug.  Ri( 
well  is  its  own  reward. 

When  the  music  ended.  I  rode  h( 
through  the  sun  and  the  wind  and 
wildflowers.  I'm  not  Earl  Scruggs  and 
not  Kenny  Roberts  but  I  sure  do  ha' 
good  time. 


6/CYCLE  WORLD 


Cl 


TWO 
WHEEL 


ed. 

tting; 

uty 

(rames 
Id  or 
with 
ir 

t  acrylic 

>ECirV 

lens 


ruise^ 
Control 


ACCESSORIES  for  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  and  others 


INSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800-645-6066 

except  N.Y.,  Hawaii  &  Alaska   Of  Call  516-248-5775 


NEW  CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  GAUGE 

#09126   HOHOA  CBX.  GLIOOO, 
E«lra  heavy  duly  mtemai  springs  CB750K  f  (79), 
2"  diameter,  full  270  sweep.  CB550K/F 

CB400F/3S0F  (1B.S0 


'  let. 
plus 


t  tWU  STUFFEU-  21 

12"  diameter  All  features,  pFus 
"piggy  bach"  pouct). 
Red,  Blue,  Blacii    $19  4$ 


(•STUFFER  B«C- 10"  diameter, 
17"  long.  Holds  t<«o  helmets 
•nd  clothing  Travels  securely. 
Three-snap  flap.  Heavy  duty 
slings  Red.  Blue.  Black  {11.49 


RAINPROOF 
CVCLE  LUGGAGE 


Cruise  at  con- 
stant speed 
without  strain 
and  fatigue. 
Installs  in 
minutes,  vir- 
tually un- 
breahabie 
For  Honda. 
Yamaha,  Su- 
zuki. Kawasaki. 
*01042  911.50 


SAD  CARRV-All  IUGCA6E  Fits  III  bars, 
r  a  jilfy  Double  lined,  heavy  duty 
lull  .ipper  enclosure,  waterproof  2- 
carry  handie.  use  as  hand  luggage. 

#08)50  -  Black  only  $19.95 
'  heavy  duty  #08128  Black  or  Brown  J29  95 


CB750K  f  (thru  78). 
ca7S0A  919.99 
fAMlHA 

500-750  $16.50 
XSII  919.9! 
KAWASAKI 

K2750.K2650. 
K»00  916.50 
900  lOOO  915.99 
SUZUKI 

GSIOOO  750  550 
400  915.99 


MOTOCROSS  GLOVES  Simulated  leather 
in  black  4  sizes  S.M.l.XL.  *047IO 
Pf  $4  95       PI  $8  49 


D-TANK  BAG  Straps 
gas  tank:  12".10"i6". 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  pouch. 
Heavy-duty  sling  for  take- 
along  convenience 
Red.  Blue,  Black  919.49 


COMPLHE  Sn  All  three  bags  in 
matching  colors.  Red  Blue.  Black  940.00 

CTCIL  COVERS  form  (itled, 
protects  against  all  weather. 
Heavy  gauge,  cloth 
backed.  Resists  muffler 
heat.  Contoured  to 
ail  accessories 
With  tie  straps. 


V 

FUEL  GAUGE  Fits  all  Honda  flip 
cap  models,  all  years  Mounts 
easily  with  Honda  tecs  I  lot^s 
Also  Yamaha  75's  Iru.fl'  .sfi  l 
Kawasaki  75's  (road'.  Ess  Iv 
installed   .~TH«.»  03952 


HARLET  DAVIDSON 

74FX              916  90 

74.  Sportster  (15.95 

KRYPTONITE 

CYCLE  LOCK 

Cfr-A  be 

'-ul  C, 

■(!(;Hci.11-?rv 

Mes  rr 

Mr  tG-c«d 

open  with 

jack. 

The  uUimjte 

Cycle  loch. 

fuUy  hardened 

armor  steel, 

plastic  covered 

Installs  and 

removes 

seconds 

$39  95 

CVCLE  SPAT  #05552 

protects  against 
abrasions,  scuffing, 
indenting.  One  si^e 
fits  all-  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps  Eitra  strap 
included  Black  or 
Brown  $3.98 


Bike  shown  includes 
sissy  bar  &  pad, 
windshield  &  fairing, 
luKgage  rack  and 
saddle  bags. 


Visit  our  onhr  retail  location. 
FREE  GIFTS  to  all 
out-of-town  visitors 


KEEP  DRY! 


DRY  RIDER  GLOVE  COVERS 

Gauntlet  style  covers,  ideal 
for  ram  nding  100°= 
waterproof  Polyurelhane. 
Yellow  or  blue  rOB352-M1 
53.60  pr. 


DRY  RIOER  BOOT  COVERS 

1 6"  Icnf;,  drawstring 
closure.  One  size  fits  all. 
Protects  boots  or  shoes. 
100%  wattrpfoot 
Polyurelhane.  Yellow  or 
blue  :rOB321B1  ,^ 

$5.75  pr. 


)"  SADDLE  BAGS  For  on  or  of)  bike  Double  duty 
under  seat,  over  seat,  over  shoulder  Heavy 
lugahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 
intorced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit 
ig  12"  wide,  11"  high,  4^8"  dRcp  Great 
lon  for  free  &  easy  travel  *iet  nt  two 

9074  Black  only  $19.95 
I  duty  (Reinforcedl  #08088  Black  or  Brown  $24.99 


GOLD  WING  Cnrome 
RADIATOR  GRILL 

Beautilully  styled,  enhances 
appearance.  Protects  against  stones 
and  other  objects.  Easy  bolt-on 

#02192 


installation. 


FOR  HONOA.  HARLEY  init  KAWASAKI 


CUSTOM  CNROME 
GAUGE  COVERS 

Stufci,  t^ie^imrn:'  chrome 
nms  dress  up.  protect 
vour  gauges.  Fit  all 
Hondas,  Kawasaki  900 
1000,  750  650;  Harley 
Sportster. Specify  model, 
S>?t  of  two  $14  95 

roi.'.ie 


J 


Moped  Cover  $2t.9S 


«999  For  160cc  A  smaller  921.19 
»9S1  For  750cc  »  smaller  $2t.H 
'992  w- Sissy  Bar  930.19 
«994  w.'WndshId  MOJS 
'99«  Sissy  Bar  (  Wndshld  932.19 
i'970  For  lOOOcc  t32.N 
«972  w  Sissy  Bar  933.(3 
•974  w  Wndshld  i33.n 
'979  Sissy  Bar  t  Wndshld  $37.11 


BIKERS  WALLET  lor 
HONDA,  YAMAHA,  SUZUXL 
KAWASAKI.  NARLEr 

Thick  black  leather,  dividers 
and  snap  pocket.  Brass  hnished 
snaps  and  chain:  snap  on-oft 
belt  holder  Brown  only 
Tooled  insignia  Specify 


EAGLE  PATCH  tor 
HONDA.  ytMAHA.  HARLEY 
KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 

Finely  detailed  7  color 
embroidered  patch 
Bron/c  wings,  brown 
body,  silver  head  &  lefts, 
yellow  talons  &  beak 
ron  on  or  sew-on. 
4  sizes  Specify  name. 
Monster  10"  i  13>/!" 
No.  103  913  95 

Giant  8"  »  10" 
No.  77  98  95 

Reiular  3Vj"  x  5" 
No.  91  93  49 

Mini2ij"«3'." 
No.  90  91.95 


30S144  914.99 


HELMET  9rEAKE*9  Weatherproof  remott 
^— — speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  hetrrwt.  Fits 
We  ship  WorMwide  earphone  jack  of  transistor  radio.  2H''>  IM" 
  Includes  cable  connectors  #042S6$12  9583 

Otitional  2.helmet  attKhment  #04298  $5.95 


REFLECTAFRAME 

Adds  over  7"  of  reflective  safely 
to  rear  Chrome-trimmed  durable 
red  texan  SVith  sturdy  aluminum 
backplate  and  all  hardware.  For 
all  bikes  Specify  Slate  ICal..  NY. 
etc  )  of  license  plate.  94.95 

i«>  06754 


E-Z  FIT  REPLACEMENT  SEATS 

concept  in  custom  seats.  Llse  your  original  st?at  baie  Install  pre  formed 
and  cover  yourself  fit  like  stock  Hall-hour  installation  complete  with 
tions  No  glueing,  no  cutting,  no  special  tools  needed  Black  only 
styles  available.  Please  specify. 


E-Z  LTD 

LACEMENT 
SEAT 


s  trding  position  Hi",  for  Honda  CB750K  F.  CB650.  CX500-C  CM400 
:akiKZ900  1000,  K/6b0,  Yamaha  750-20  E  SE;  Suzuki  GSIOOO.  GS750  550. 


E-Z 

UBLE  SADDLE 
iPLACEMENT 
SEAT 


nda  GLIOUO.  CB/iOK  F  A,  CB650,  CB550K  F,  400  Hawk,  CM400,  CX500, 
C.  CBX.  Kawasaki  KZ9C0  1000.  KZ750,  KZ650;  Yamaha  XSUDO, 
E  SE.  650  '76  ft  later.  XS400.  Suzuki  GSIOOO,  GS850,  GS750  550, 
550,  GS400. 


TWO  WAT  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 
normal  tones.  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals.  All  plastic, 
non-electric,  no  maintenance.  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect. 

Works  hands-free  Lightweight  acoustical  tubing,  weighs  only  2  02. 
99.99  set  3  or  more  97.90  set 


#04242 


AM  FM  portable  radio  attachment  93-99 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do-it-Yourselfer" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adiusfiTients. 
maintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 


KAWASAKI 

Zl/lOOO 
Triples 
Singles 
KZ650 


HONOA 

GLldOO* 
750 

350  550  Fours 
450  SOOT 
350  360T 
XL  Series 
Elsinore  Series 
125  200  Twins 
Honda  Singles 


'73-78  97.95 
'69-75  it.n 
'69-75  99.99 
'77'78  $7.99 

TAMAHA 

Street  2-strokes  '67-'79  99.*9 
Enduros 
4  strokes 
9UZUKI 

Triples 

Singles  t  Twin 
GS750 

HARLEY  DAVIDSON 

All  V  twins  '75-'77  99.99 

'Other  name  brand  manuals  will  be  lupplled. 
We  reserve4he  right  to  ship  equivalent  manuals 
when  availability  or  stock  prevents  immediate  shipment. 


'68- '74  99.99 
'70-'74  99.99 


72-74  96.99 
'70-'74  93.95 
77-78  97.99 


TWO  WHEEL  ACCESSORIES'^ 
at  Honda  of  Mineola 

NAME  .  

ADDRESS  


336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE  ^ 
MINEOLA,  N.Y.  11501  * 
(516)248-5775  " 


CITY  

Year  _  _ 


Model  ' 


STATE 


-ZIP- 


--Serial  • 


QUAN. 

ITEM  and  # 

SIZE 

choices) 

PRICE 

H  r  sDif  rfsioenn  leo  i;  sales  u>          /^jij  6%  Shipping 

(Mlnltnam  $1) 

J  SfMD  Hanllxi  &  Dlvy  SjO  additional  lopiionail  TOTAL 
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Parking  the  Big  Bilie: 
A  Weighty  Problem 

I'm  no  gorilla.  Just  an  average  sized  guy 
with  a  big  bike.  So  when  I  heard  Bates 
had  a  Ride-Off  Stand  that  eliminated  % 
the  effort  it  takes  to  get  my  bike  on 
its  center  stand,  you'd  better  believe 
I  bought  one.  You  see,  conventional 
stands  are  placed  behind  the  center  of 
gravity,  so  it  means  you  have  \ollft  the 
weight  from  the  handlebars  to  the  taillight. 
But  the  Bates  Ride-Off  Stand  is  forward  of 
the  center  of  gravity,  so  the  only  weight 
you  have  to  handle  is  in  front  of  the  bars. 
And  when  you  get  ready  to  go,  you  don't 
have  to  muscle  it  off,  either . . .  just  put  it  in 
gear  and  go.  Which  explains  why  so 
many  police  bikes  are  sporting  them 
these  days.  The  Stand  automatically  re- 
turns to  its  normal  riding  position  (I  guess 
that's  where  they  got  the  name  Ride-Off). 

It's  practically  indispensible  when 
you're  riding  double.  Your  passenger  can 
get  on  a  rock-solid  bike,  and  you  don't 
have  to  balance  the  extra  weight  with  your 
legs.  Plus,  I  knew  if  it  was  from  Bates,  it 
would  be  top  quality.  Everything  is 
chrome-plated  —  so  it  looks  good  —  and 
since  there  are  no  exposed  springs  or 
parts,  there's  nothing  to  get  clogged  with 
dirt  or  grime  or  grease.  And  because 
each  leg  is  independently  adjustable, 
it's  no  problem  to  set  the  Stand  at  the 
proper  height. 

But  there  is  just  one,  slight  drawback  to 
my  new  Bates  Ride-Off  Stand  ...  ever 
since  I  got  one,  I've  been  thinking  about  a 
bigger  bike. 

Bates  Ride-Off  Stands  are  available  to 
fit  BfVlW,  Honda  GL1000  and  CB750, 
Kawasaki  KZ1000,  Suzuki  GS1000, 
GS850  and  GS750,  and  Yamaha  XS 
Eleven.  Specify  make  and  model  and 
send  $59.50  plus  $6.00  for  shipping 
to  Accessory  House,  Box  1770-WS, 
Long  Beach,  CA  90801. 


N.Y.  BILLS  PENDING 

Three  bills  are  pending  in  the  New  York 
State  legislature  on  motorcycle  issues. 
Namely:  a  bill  to  repeal  the  motorcycle 
ban.  a  bill  to  repeal  the  mandatory  helmet 
law.  and  a  bill  to  legali/e  quartz-halogen 
headlamps  on  bikes.  To  get  all  three  bills 
passed,  we're  going  to  have  to  do  a  lot  of 
lobbying.  You  can  help  by  w  riting  or  call- 
ing your  N.Y.  assemblyperson  and  .senator 
and  asking  them  where  they  stand  on  all 
three  issues. 

For  more  detailed  information,  or  to 
volunteer  to  help  lobby  for  passage  of  the 
bills,  please  call  212-471-5197  between  8 
and  10  p.m.  and  ask  for  Diane  Landry. 
We're  trying  to  arrange  for  public  hearings 
on  all  three  issues  and  hope  to  see  hun- 
dreds (thousands?)  of  motorcyclists  turn 
out  for  them. 

Diane  Landry 

Far  Rockaway.  N.Y. 

RIDER  EDUCATION 

In  regard  to  your  May  issue  article, 
"Numbers  Game."  Steve  Kottemann, 
M.D.  (Letters.  "Credits  Lady  Luck")  can 
see  the  need  for  schooling  on  the  proper 
evasive  action  under  various  traffic  and 
road  conditions.  Too  bad  Ms.  Joan  C.  of 
you-know-who  can't  understand  her  own 
figures.  She  says:  "Rider  education  pro- 
grams would  not  lower  the  accident  rate." 
Using  this  thinking,  driver  education  train- 
ing is  a  waste  of  time  and  money  too.  But 
insurance  rates  for  those  who  have  had 
driver  ed.  courses  are  lower— they  are  safer 
automobile  operators.  Why  would  motor- 
cycle operation  be  any  different'.' 

Joan  knows  but  lies.  Wonder  why'.' 

J.  Scott  Haralson 

This  is  more  a  result  of  statistical  confu- 
sion and  misleading  names  than  it  is  direct 
misstatement  of  facts. 

Nearly  as  we  know,  insurance  companies 
give  discounts  to  young  drivers  with  driver 
ed.  training  because  the  training  .sounds  like 
a  good  idea. 

Ne.xt,  young  drivers  in  states  with  driver 
ed.  have  about  the  same  crash  and  accident 
experience  as  thev  do  in  states  with  no 
training.  A  nd  kids  are  more  likely  to  get  the 
family  car  if  they've  passed  the  course, 
which  means  more  young  drivers  on  the 
road. 

That's  why  Ms.  Claybrook  and  .staff  .say 
more  training  equals  more  riders  equals 
more  injury. 

But  that's  not  fair  Driver  ed.  doesn't 
teach  you  to  drive.  It  helps  you  pass  the  test, 
which  isn 't  the  same  thing  at  all. 

The  good  rider  training  courses,  like  the 
ones  done  under  guidance  of  the  Motorcycle 
Safety  Foundation,  teach  people  how  to  ride. 

New  riders  who  know  how  are  bound  to 
be  belter  and  safer  than  new  riders  who 
learn  how  in  traffic.  Proper  rider  training,  in 


schools  especially,  should  be  top 
NHTSA'slist. 

ENERGY  AX  TO  GRIND 

The  following  letter  was  sent  tc 
President  and  my  congressmen.  Ho 
does  some  good. 
Dear  Mr.  President: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  yc 
request  to  hear  from  the  Amerit 
people  during  your  national  addr 
of  July  15.  on  the  issues  y 
presented. 

I  agree  that  one  of  the  paramoi 
problems  to  be  resolved  before  di 
nite  corrective  action  on  energy  can 
achieved  is  communication  and  inp 
between  the  powers  that  be  in  Wa: 
ington  and  the  people. 

My  personal  "ax  to  grind"  has  to 
with  the  recent  proposals  emitti 
from  the  NHSTA  regarding  motor 
cles.  My  wife  and  I  ride  motorcyc 
for  fuel  savings  and  recreational  < 
joyment.  We  are  both  in  our3()'s.  hi 
responsible  positions  in  our  comn 
nity  and  are  raising  a  family.  T 
majority  of  the  three  to  four  milli 
motorcyclists  falls  into  the  same  b;i 
category. 

Our  family  has  taken  measures 
conserve  energy  by  insulating  t 
hou.se.  turning  down  the  thermos 
and  by  reducing  automobile  trips 
using  our  fuel-efficient  motorcy 
whenever  appropriate. 

It  is  confusing  to  us  why  gove; 
ment  policy  is  so  inconsistent  rega 
ing  energy.  I  am  to  be  rewarded  b; 
tax  credit  from  the  IRS  to  insulate  i 
house  but  the  NHTSA  proposes  th; 
be  penalized  by  alloting  my  motor 
cle  only  10  percent  of  the  gasolim 
car  would  get  should  rationing 
implemented.  Other  proposals  n 
ommended  by  the  NHTSA  regard: 
motorcycles  seem  to  be  geared  towj 
discouraging  the  use  of  a  vehicle  t 
is  two  to  three  times  more  fuel  e 
cient  than  an  automobile. 

What  is  the  rationale  behind  t 
thinking.  Mr.  President?  Is  it  a  cast 
the  right  hand  not  knowing  what 
left  hand  is  doing? 

I  urge  you  to  consider  the  plighi 
this  segment  of  Americans,  as  i 
numbers  are  growing  by  the  th. 
sands  each  day. 

I  know  that  most  Americans 
beginning  to  do  their  part  to  consei 
I  live  in  a  state  that  depends  hea' 
on  tourism  to  function  economica 
Travel  on  our  highways  is  50  perc 
of  what  it  was  a  year  ago.  resulting 
many  businesses  suffering  losses  t 
will  never  recoup.  People  ARE  m 
ing  sacrifices. 
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3REAT  NEWS! 


PREVENTS  FANNG, 
LOSS  OF  GLOSS 
AND  WEATHER 
DETERIORATION 

OF  YOUR  BIKES" 
NEW  PAINT  FINISH! 


SEE  IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  AND  COMPLETE  APPLICATION  INSTRUCTIONS 
ON  REVERSE  SIDE 


Polyglycoat  Corporation 

25  North  Broadway,  Tarrytown,  N.Y.  10591 

I'm  interested  in  the  Polyglycoat  handy  bike  kit. 
Please  send  me  more  information. 


ADDRESS . 


♦OLYGLYCOAT— 

"he  amazing  sealant 
latfe  been  protect- 
ng  new  car  paint 
nishes  for  years,  is 
)0w  available  to 
•rotect  your  bike's 
nish  too! 

We  know  how  hard  it  is  for  bike  enthusiasts  to  keep 
shes  clean,  shiny  and  new  looking.  So,  we  took  our 
)ious  Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  and  redesigned  It 
•  an  economical  application  kit  especially  for  bikers. 

SAFE,  EASY  TO  USE,  NOT  A  WAX! 

Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  is  a  superior  pen- 
lant  that  protects  your  paint  finish  against  fading,  loss 
gloss  and  weather  deterioration.  It  makes  your  bike 
i  ier  to  clean  and  gives  you  less  work — more  time  to 
oy  your  bike! 

Ask  for  this  handy  kit  at  quality  bike  shops  or  send  in 
coupon  for  more  information  and  the  name  of  the 
iirest  Polyglycoat  outlet  In  your  area. 

Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  and  Cleaner. 
For  Mopeds,  Motorcycles  and  Bicycles. 


^OTOR  Oil 


S  r!  "Mileage  ' 


CAM2'  Mileage  Motor 
Oil.  It's  a  real  smart  buy. 

It  can  save  you  gas.  Up 
to  30  miles  per  tank,  based 
on  15  mpg/20  gallon  tank. 

It  can  save  your  engine. 
Protects  it  better  than  ordi- 
nary motor  oil.  For  longer  lifee 

It  can  save  you  money. 
Enough  to  pay  for  your  next 
oil  change.  So  switch  to 
CAM2  Mileage  Motor  Oil.  It'e 
the  smart  oil  to  change  to. 

CAM2  MILEAGE 

MOFOROIL. 
ITDOESNTJUSr 
SAVE  YOU  GAS. 


Stop 
¥heel 
Hop 


»ET  A  SMOOTHER, 
[ORE  STAELE  RIDE 
AT  HIGH  SPEEDS 

ANCE  PLUS*  Internal  Tire  Balancer  & 
rture  Sealer  works  inside  your  motorcycle 
tube  or  tubeless)  to  hydrodynamically  bai- 
!  the  entire  rotating  wheel  unit  as  you  ride. 

trifugal  force  pushes  the  fluid  formula  to 
urthest  points  from  the  center  of  rotation, 
result  is  a  smoother,  more  stable  ride, 
er  running  temperatures  and  longer  tire 

• BAIANCE  PLUS"  works  con- 
tinuously, compensating  for 
tire  wear  and  road  conditions, 
providing  balance  for  the  life 
of  your  tire. 

Plus  puncture  protection! 
BALANCE  PLUS*  auto- 
matically seals  most  punc- 
tures as  you  ride. 


INTCHNAl  ,. 
riRt  BMANtW 
UNCTURI  «*^* 


SENDsoe 

FOR  PRODUCT 
EVALUATION 
LITERATURE 
ANDDECAL 

ADVANCED 
CYCLE  PRODUCTS 
3633  W.  MacArthur  Blvd 
Suit*  410,  Dept.  B32 
Santa  Ana,  CA  02704 
(714)  549-6707 


As  we  do  our  part.  Mr.  President, 
we're  looking  to  you  to  provide  lead- 
ership and  bring  the  right  and  left 
hands  together  to  work  harmoniously 
for  the  benefit  of  all. 

Gordon  Lokke 
Sioux  Falls,  S.D. 

IN  A  CLASS  BY  ITSELF 

Why  would  anyone  want  to  ride  a  ("BX? 
Well  it's  like  this.  I  own  one  and  it's  in  a 
class  by  itself  With  that  motor  hanging  out 
on  both  sides  and  that  tremendous  rush 
ju.st  at  your  fingertips,  it's  great.  You  don't 
have  tt)  race  anybody  to  prove  anvthing. 
They  all  know  it's  the  fastest  just  by  look- 
ing at  it. 

But  it's  more  than  all  that.  It's  when  vou 
pull  into  the  hamburger  stand  and  the  guy 
on  his  three-wheeler  hog  comes  over  and 
comments  about  how  clean  your  bike 
looks  for  having  six  cylinders.  Then  a  kid 
delivering  newspapers  pulls  up  on  his 
Honda  Hxpress  and  asks  me  how  man\  cc 
is  it.  Then  asks  how  fast  it  goes.  Then  he 
a.sks  me  how  much  gas  mileage  I  get.  I  tell 
him  about  33  mpg.  He  tells  me  he  gets  100 
mpg.  smiles  and  rides  oft'. 

The  CBX  is  more  than  just  another  bike. 
It's  a  conversation  piece,  an  attention  get- 
ter it's  No.  1.  The  kid  on  the  Express 
probably  wouldn't  trade  bikes.  His  Express 
is  what  he  wants.  The  guy  on  the  hog 
WDuldn't  either,  but  they  still  admire  the 
C  BX  for  what  it  is.  and  stands  for- free- 
dom of  choice. 

1  hope  we  never  lose  that  freedom. 

Gilbert  Beck m an n 
Republic.  Mich. 

STILL  MAKING  WAVES 

Let  me  commend  you  on  an  excellent 
issue  (June  1979)  and  especially  the  "Up 
Front"  and  "Roundup"  sections. 

Sorry  to  say  I  missed  the  CBS  "60  Min- 
utes" program  or  would  have  offered  my 
own  two  cents  to  them.  Their  biased  cover- 
age of  the  Mojave  Desert  riders  and  the 
impact  on  local  citizens  is  somewhat  remi- 
niscent of  the  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion's "selective  statistics"  and  "program 
justifications"  which  all  of  us  have  been 
exposed  to  in  the  past.  I  was  sorry  to  note 
that  your  magazine  is  even  remotely  aftili- 
ated  with  their  organization,  although  all 
of  us  have  relatives  we  don't  like  to  talk 
about.  Impact  journalism  (as  you  term  it) 
isn't  anything  new  to  us  and  we've  had  to 
cope  with  it  for  years  since  "The  Wild 
One"  hit  the  screens. 

Although  not  an  avid  off-roader.  I  sym- 
pathize with  and  support  that  part  of  mo- 
torcycling and  the  difficulties  it  is  presently 
experiencing.  I  have  worked  to  support 
every  concept  of  motorcycling  although 
the  organization  I  am  a  part  of  is  primarily 
for  road-riders:  ABATE  No  ...  I  am  not  a> 


^2.^ 


<e®^  (Also  available 

q\.0^  for  Honda's  and  for 

cA..  special  racing  wheels) 


Hartey  Dtvldion  Modd 

Disc  Brike 
Rotor  Modal 

Pric* 

1000CC  XL.  From.  Ih(u  1977 
lOOOcc  XL,  Front.  1978  &  later 
tOOOccXL,  Rear.  1979 

2982 
2980 
2984 

$29  95 
$23  95 
$29  95 

1200CC  FX.  Front,  thru  1977 
1200CC  FX.  Front.  1978  4  later 
1200CC  FX.  Rear,  mu  1977 
1200CC  FX.  Rear,  1978  Slater 

2982 
2980 
2981 
2983 

$29  95 
$23  95 
$23  95 
$23  95 

1200CC  FL.  Front,  tnru  1977 
1200CC  FL.  Front.  1978 Slater 
1200CC  FL.  Rear,  thru  1977 
1200CC FL.  Rear,  1978 Slater 

2981 
2983 
2981 
2983 

$23  95 
$23  95 
$23  95 
$23  95 

80cu  in  FL,  Front.  1978  Slater 
80 cu.  In  FL.  Rear,  1978 Slater 

2983 
2983 

$23  95 
$23  95 

(5 


CIRCLE 

INDUSTRIES 


17901  ARENTH  AVE.  /DEPT  CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  CA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 

Send  $1.00  with  your  name  and 
address  for  our  catalog  of  cfiains, 
sprockets,  and  other  accessories. 

(c:l979CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  No.  2O09 
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Champion  resistor  plugs. 
Better  performance  for  your  bilce 
and  your  CB. 

It's  no  great  surprise  that  a  fresh  set  of  Champion  spark  plugs  will  do  wonders  for  the  way  your 
bike  starts  and  performs. 

But  did  you  know  that  there's  a  Champion  plug  that  will  even  improve  your  CB  reception 
and  transmission? 

It's  Champion's  resistor  plug. 

It's  built  with  a  special  radio  interference  suppression  device  inside  the  ceramic.  It  soaks  up 

the  radio  frequency  pulses  set  off  each  time  a  plug  fires.  This  means 
j/^        your  radio  signal  will  be  clearer,  stronger.  And  your  reception  will 
«  jf  have  less  distortion  and  noise.  So  check  out  the  chart  on  the  far  right, 

i   \v  Just  be  sure  to  ask  for  Champion  resistor  plugs.  Regular  or 

\  '   ^  ^^.Jk/x^  Gold  Palladium.  Your  riding  and  your  listening 

p  /y*^^  ^  will  both  be  a  lot  better.  10-4? 


Youcaift  buy 
abetter  plug. 


impion  resistor  plug  types 

IW 

0  RIOORS.  R100S(9ap  ,02r') 

RN-6Y 

RN-3G 

0  RlOO;7(gap  027") 

RN-7Y 

RN-4G 

R90/6.  R90S 

RN-6Y 

RN-3G 

R80/7 

RN-9Y 

HN-4G 

n  f     J.  f  u,  J 1  vyap  Uc '  / 

ftN*7Y 

DKI  Afl 

Rfifl/S  ;fi  ///nan  {\'>7"\ 

QM  7V 

DM  Afl 

Rl  ft!? 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

R  50/5 

RN-7Y 

RN-4G 

R50  Series:  Reach 

RL-82 

RSn  ^prip<;  ^"  Rparh 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

CATI 

1978     900GT  (gap  032") 

RL-86 

~ — 

1978     900SS(aaD  03?"  1 

RL-86 

1977      9nflS*^  fnan  fl'^?"! 

RL-82 

1Q77      RfinRT^  fnan  n'\7"\ 

Rl  HP, 

860 

nL-ou 

750 

RL-82 

1977-78  SfKlfiTl  (nan  flPfl"^ 

RL-82 

1977-78  50OSS  (gap  020") 

RL-82 

RLEY-DAVIOSON 

D  1979  FLHBOEIedra  Glide 

RN-12Y 



}  1979  Eleclra  Glide  Classic 

RN-12Y 



D  1979  FXE  Super  Glide 

RN-12Y 



]  1979  FXE/F  Fat  Bob 

RN-12Y 



J  1979  FXS  Lo*  Rider 

RN-12Y 



RN-12Y 

3  Thru  1974  Electra  GlitJe  (  025") 

RJ-12Y 

1  Thru  1Q74  nun-Riiflp  ( 

RJ-12Y 

Q  1  19V 

1  Thrii1Q7AFI    Ft  H  FyFrn!?^") 
1    1  III  U  1  3  f  **  rL,  rLn,  r  A.  rAC  \.\icj  ) 

n  1  1 9v 

1  1Q77-7ftyi   yi  TR  fnan  fllfl"* 

nn-o 

1  "^nnrttitpf  Kl   Ifl  H  i\  ri4  t  OJ'^"  \ 
J  -JiJunaici  AL,  ALn,  ALi./n  y.ucJ  / 

RH-8 

NDA 

3  CBX  Super  Sport 

RA-8Y 



)  GL1000 

RA-8Y 



rft7'in  rR7*inF  rR7in4T 

\jOIj\J,  \jDiJ\Jr,  UD'^UAI 

rR7'inA  rR7*inK  pR/fni 

UDi  JUn,  UD'JUrV.  Out  JUL 

OA  fiV 

UDQjU 

RA-8Y 

Anjuu,  aljuuo 

TR'^'^n  PR^i^nt  rD<^<^nif 

UDjjU,  LiOJOUr.  l^DjjUK 

DA  (IV 

udjuu  oudci  opoii.  uAjUU 

DA  fiV 

\j  DJUU  1 

RM  k 

nPi-Ju 

WASAKI 

)  1979  KZ1300 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

)  1979     KZ1000,  KZ1000E 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

)  1977-79  KZIOOOZI-R.KZIOOOLTD 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1976     KZ900A4.  KZ900B-LTD 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1973-75  Zl.  ZlA. ZIB 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

RN-5 

1972-75  H2,  H2A  H2B  H2C 

RL-82 

1976-79  KZ650 

RN-4 

1979     KZ650  Custom.  SH 

RN-4 

1967-69  W2,  W2TT 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1966-67  Wl.WlSS 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1976  KH5GOA8 

RL-7B 



VERDA 

\  ]2O0 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

tOOO 

RN-3 

RN-36 

7Sn  RTI 

RN-2 

RN-2G 

»TO-GUZZI 

1978  1000L  A  PD  (gap  024") 

RN-9Y 

RN-4G 

1977  1000A(gap  023") 

RN-9Y 



VIOOO  Convert 

RN-9Y 

RN-4G 

1978  850T/3F/B(gap  .024") 

RN-4 

flN-4G 

1978  850  LeMans(gap  024") 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1977  850T.3(oap  023") 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

1Q77  f^'^nl  M  fnan  OOVX 

DM  QV 

tlUufdOO  V-o3U,  03UI 

DM  "i 

DKJ 

LeMans 

DM  QV 
nN-yT 

RN-4G 

Amha^urlnr  U./Sfl  V»"  Rparh 

RL-82 

Amhaccaiinr  \i.7'\(\  iU"  Rparh 
milLMdMlUUI  V  r  ncdliii 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

7  in  ^nnrl 

RN-9Y 

RN-4G 

V-700 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

ZUKI 

1978-79  GSIOOO.GSIOOOE 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1979  GS850 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1978-79  GS750e 

RN-4 

RN-46 

1977-79  GS750 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

Thru  1Q77  RT-7Sn 

IIIIU   1  ^  t  1  Ui  rJU 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

197fl-7Q  R<^SSOF 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

Thru  1979  GS550 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1071-77  RT-isn 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

Thru  1Q74  RT-SSfl 

1  Ml  U   1  9  1  f  U  I  -J^U 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1  JUU,  MRU,  MKIII 

Rl  ft? 

GT-500 

RL-82 

1  liiDU 

niueni  ( 1 1  jUV),  ( 1  iDUf.  nufi.  ( 1  KA^jj 

nN-3 

DU  tr 

DnnnAiiills  /Tljin\/\    Tliui  /TDTDin 

bonneviiie (1 14UV),  ii9er(infnV) 

flN-3 

RN-36 

Donncviiic  D3U  ( 1 1  £U/ 

DM  ir 

Tinor  fTQf^Dt  Tfnnhvi  /TDRTt 

iigcii'nunj,  iiopny^inDOf 

DM 

DU  'ir 

udyiuiid       ^  iiuunj,  iiupny  juu 

DM  "ih 

Trnnhu  Trail  /TQC^T\  TD^^UV 

DM  1 

nn-j 

DM  tr 

MAHA 

TX750,  TX750A 

flN-4 

RN-4G 

XS750D.  XS750-2D 

HN-7Y 



1978-79  XS750E.  XS750SE 

RN-7Y 



TX650.  IX650A.  XS1.XS1B.  XS2 

RN-4 

RN-4G 

1978-79  XS650E.XS650SE 

RN-7Y 



1976-77  XS650C.XS650D 

RN-7Y 



1975  XS650B 

RN-7Y 

1978-79  SR500 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

nn-t  I 

XS5a0B.  XS500C 

RA-8Y 

XS500D,  XS500E 

RA-8Y 

SC500,  SC500A 

RA-8Y 

DT500E.  IT500E 

RN-3 

RN-3G 

1976-79  TT500 

RN-7Y 

XT500,  XT500C.  XT5000.  XT500E 

RN-7Y 

champion  Spark  Plug  Company 
Tbledo,  OH  43661 


chopper  freak.  In  fact.  I  am  a  Moto  Guzzi 
nut  (of  the  first  order)  and  enjoy  the  tour- 
ing scene.  I  guess  I'm  just  too  old  to  travel 
in  less  than  perfect  comfort.  Gary  Winn 
(AMA)  and  I  take  a  bit  of  riding  about  our 
Italian  bikes,  but  we  both  consider  the 
bikes  more  than  worth  it.  Try  one  and  see. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  and  ride  safe. 
There's  a  whole  lot  of  scenery  yet  to  be 
seen. 

Lee  Van  Hoesen  Jr. 
ABATE  Region  III 
(The  Southerners) 

"RETREADS" 

At  age  53.  I  am  once  again  learning  to 
appreciate  the  joys  t)f  riding  a  fine  motor- 
cycle and  the  GS750E  Suzuki  I  ride  is  t)ne 
fine  piece  o\'  machinery.  I  am  also  sur- 
prised at  the  large  number  t)f  older  people 
irom  all  walks  of  life  who.  like  me.  are 
returning  to  or  di.scovering  this  interest. 

I  recently  di.scovered  a  motorcycle  club 
called  the  Retreads  that  has  one  prime 
requirement:  The  rider  must  be  over  40. 
Threre  are  no  rules,  bylaws,  etc.  The  group 
just  gets  together  for  interesting  rides  or 
tours  and  enjoys  unrestricted  social  gather- 
ings. I  predict  it  has  a  bright  future. 

Walter  Nicholson 
Arab.  Ala. 

There  are  active  Retread  regions  around 
the  country.  Anyone  interested  in  the  orga- 
nization can  contact  the  Retreads,  do  Ona 
House.  874<)  SW  J  1st.  Route  cV,  lopeka. 
Kan.  66604. 

NORTONS  NOT  EXTINCT 

I  don't  believe  it!  You  guys  actually 
wrote  an  article  about  a  Norton  ('Snow 
Place  for  a  Motorcycle,  May  issue).  I 
thought  your  magazine  had  written  Nor- 
tons  off  and  placed  them  on  the  extinct 
motorcycles  list. 

I  had  a  similar  experience  driving  an  850 
Norton  Commando  home  from  Barrie  to 
Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  in  a  snow  storm 
(about  150  mi.). 


I  didn't  think  it  was  that  bad  a  ride 
except  my  hands  kept  on  freezing  so  much 
I  couldn't  move  them.  A  good  trick  to  use 
when  this  happens  is  to  put  your  hands 
(one  at  a  time)  behind  the  cylinder  barrel 
while  driving.  In  about  five  minutes, 
presto!  1  could  move  my  hands  again.  The 
only  thing  is,  I  melted  both  my  gloves. 

Tim  Gibbons 
Niagara  Falls.  Ontario 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

With  regard  to  long  distance  traveling,  I 
feel  the  No.  I  factor  that  determines  how 
comfortable  the  ride  is  going  to  be  is  the 
vibration  level  from  the  machine.  I  don't 
mean  to  say  this  is  the  only  factor.  Of 
course  there  are  many  others— seat  com- 
fort, riding  position,  etc.  but  I  feel  that 
vibration  affects  the  whole  body  and  so  it 
has  a  greater  effect.  My  point  is  that  it 
would  be  very  informing  to  know,  relative 
to  each  other,  how  different  motorcycles 
vibrate  at  given  speeds. 

Any  road  test  I've  ever  read  has  always 
discussed  a  bike's  smoothness  or  lack 
thereof  in  terms  of  the  writer's  opinion. 
This  can  leave  a  wide  gap  in  credibility 
simply  because  one  can  only  ride  one  bike 
at  a  time  and  the  comparison  of  smooth- 
ne.ss  is  always  based  on  memory  in  part. 

Would  it  be  possible  to  use  some  .sort  of 
metering  device  during  road  tests? 

Anyway  I'm  not  sure  exactly  how  vibra- 
tion can  be  reported.  1  would  imagine  it 
might  involve  amplitude  and  frequency, 
but  it  doesn't  seem  to  be  an  impossible 
task.  Readings  at  different  parts  might  also 
be  involved;  for  instance,  the  seat,  han- 
dlebars and  footpegs. 

What  all  this  is  getting  to  is  exactly  how  a 
Yamaha  750,  Honda  750  and  Suzuki  750. 
etc.  all  compare  in  terms  of  smoothness  of 
a  factual  basis. 

Mike  Campagna 
Tonawanda,  N.Y. 
IVe've  given  vibration  testing  some 
thought  and.  yes.  it  should  be  possible.  once> 


lUustration  b)  P.M.  McKenna 
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when  it's  a  question  of 

the  answer  is  short  an^  ^weet 


THE  NEW 

DUNSTALL 
POWER  MUFFLER 

A  real  break  through  in  high  performance  n^iuffler  design. 

★  DYNO  TESTED  for  maximum  performance  on  current  Honda,  Suzuki, 
Yamaha,  BMW,  Kawasaki. 

★  SUPERB  EXHAUST  N0TE*12  MONTHS  WARRANTY 

Find  out  about  DUNSTALL  POWER  MUFFLERS  for  your  bike. 
Send  for  our  free  brochure. 


Please  rush  me  the  new  DUNSTALL  POWER  Muffler 
brochure. 

I  own  a  (make)   (model)   

Name  .  .  ..   


Address 
State 


Zip 


Paul  Dunstall 
Organization  Inc., 

27402  Camino  Capistrano 
(Suite  206).  Laguna  Niguel, 
CA.  92677. 

Telephone  (714)  831  0351 


J 


CARB  STIX 


MERCURY 


CARBURETOR 
SYNCHRONIZER 

CARS  STIX  IS  the  most  accurate  and  convenient  to 
use  carburetor  synchronizer  available 
regardless  of  price. 

II         The  CARS  STIX  is  a  tool  designed 
for  the  perfectionist 

PRICED  RIGHT 
CARB  STIX  PRO  For  the  Professional 


$24.95 


r 


.  •  Precision  bored  laboratory 
glass  capillary  tubing  assures 
extreme  accuracy 

.  •  Large  Clear  Columns 

You  KNOW  wr>en  the  carbs 
are  right  Gives  you  a  resolu- 
tion of  7  to  1  over  gauges. 

,  •  Two  CM  Indicia  spacing  So 
you  know  when  you're  wilhm 
taclory  specs  or  better 

•  Laboratory  grade  mercury 
(99  99^  pure) 
(004%  norvvolalile  residue) 


CARB  STIX  W  For  the  do-it-yourselfer 
h  Mi  ^         SIMILAR  TO  ABOVE  BUT  ALL  PLASTIC 
'  ™  CONSTRUCTION 


$19.95 


CARB  STIX  come  complete  with  adaptors 
to  fit  all  Japanese  and  European  Multis 


;l  fr«f 


Sena  check.   Paser  Instrumentation  Inc 
cash  Of  money   491 3  West  Avalon  Drive  D 

order  to    Phoenix.  A2  6S031  •  (602)272-5444 


□    CARB  STIX  PnO       □    CARB  STIX  I 


FIGHT 


INFLATION 

GEF  YOUR  AIL 

NEW  DG  CATALOG 


FREE 


An  absolute  must  for  all  motorcycle  enthusiasts. 
The  latest  in  clothing,  and  performance  parts. 
Includes  street  perlormance,  odyssey  and  jet 
ski  sections! 

Return  this  coupon  today! 

Sorry,  only  one  catalog  per  coupon 


DG  PERFORMANCE  SPECIALTIES  inc. 
1170  Van  Home,  Dept.  G,  Anaheim  CA  92806  I 
(714)  630-5471 


we  gel  our  computer  expansion  prog 
under  way,  lo  have  some  son  ofmelho 
which  we  can  report,  say,  amplitude 
frequency  of  the  vibrations  reaching 
bars  or  pegs  at  given  road  speeds.  Sever 
the  factories  already  do  this  research. 

Ne.xt  point.  If  the  factories  know  a 
the  vibrations,  why  are  they  there  '/  Pan 
because  any  reciprocating  internal  com 
tion  engine  is  gonna  vibrate.  H  hen 
convert  up  and  down  to  round  and  rout 
will  shake  somehow  in  some  way.  Be 
that,  though,  every  rider  reacts  in  his 
wav  to  everv  vibration.  It's  like  .'teats 
bars  and  pegs,  we  each  know  what  sui 
and  when  you  suit  one  guy  you  'II  anno 
next. 

In  short,  we  hope  to  someday  repot 
how  and  where  a  test  bike  vibrates, 
doubt  we'll  ever  be  able  lo  predict  wh( 
you'll  object  to  it. 

INSTEAD  OF  WALKING 

The  new  BMW  R65  ha.s  an  emerg 
gasoline  reserve  which  should  prove  to 
boon  lo  a  per.son  like  iny.self  who  th 
"I'll  fill  up  later"  and  ends  up  walkir 
get  gas. 

In  the  December.  1978  issue  regai 
your  test  of  the  R65.  you  discussed  th 
gallon  of  gasoline  trapped  in  the  rightl 
side  of  the  tank,  but  speculated 
amount  to  be  part  of  the  0.5  gallon  cla 
re.serve.  leaving  in  theory  only  0. 1  galli 
4.5  miles  worth  of  reserve.  The  0.5  g; 
claimed  reserve  does  come  out.  wit 
other  manipulation  than  turning  the 
cock  handle.  This  amount  of  gasoline 
the  left  side  of  the  gas  tank  with 
petcock,  plus  some  slosh  from  that  tra 
on  the  right  side. 

Now  here  is  what  I  think  is  wort! 
German  Marks. 

The  R65  actually  has  a  total  of 
reserves.  The  first  one  is  the  0.5  g, 
BMW  claimed  reserve.  The  other  twt 
rive  from  the  gas  trapped  on  the  right 
I  call  these  the  lean  reserve,  and  the  e 
gency  reserve.  Assuming  45  mpg. 
three  reserves  give  about  20  miles,  5 
and  15  miles,  respectively. 

The  following  is  a  scenario  for  i 
these  reserves:  After  going  on  reserve 
using  up  the  claimed  reserve,  coast  ti 
side  of  the  road  and  stop.  Lean  the  R 
the  left  without  dismounting,  fire  it  uf 
go  an  additional  5  miles  or  so.  Out  o 
again,  stop  and  remove  the  tank  wh 
about  a  10  second  job.  Tilt  the  tank 
roll  the  left  side  under  while  tilting 
ward,  straighten  it  up  and  the  emerj 
reserve  is  now  on  the  left  side  of  the 
Reinstall  tank  and  proceed  merrily  ( 
that  gas  station  I  know  is  open.  CI 
Darn,  now  it's  walking  time  again. 

Jay  Wea 
Casper. 
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Brad  Lackey  answers  some 
questimis  about  Uni-Trak. 

Question:  What  makes  the 
Uni-Trak  a  better  suspension? 
Lackey  :Quite  simply,  it  gets 
more  power  to  the  ground. 
You  see,  in  the  last  fifty  years, 
if  you  were  a  dirt  rider,  you 
had  a  choice  of  two  rear  sus- 
pensions. Either  a  single- 
shock  or  a  double-shock. 
In  truth,  once  you  were  out 
in  the  dirt,  there  was  not  too 
much  difference  in  their  per- 
performance.  Uni-Trak  has 
changed  that. 


Question:  How  does  the 
Uni-Trak  work? 
Lackey:There's  one  very 
strong  shock  placed  under- 
neath the  rider  It's  connected 
to  the  swingarm  through  a 
rockerarm.  This  gives  you  a 
vertical  load.  In  other  words, 
the  rear  wheel  movement  is 
parallel  to  the  shock.  This 
effects  a  smooth  shock  oper- 
ation. Now  since  the  rear 
wheel  is  forced  vertically  down 
to  the  ground,  this  vertical 
force  field  keeps  the  center 
of  gravity  very  low.  This  ) 
means  that  the  rear  wheel 
spends  more  time  in  the  dirt 
than  in  mid-ain 


Question:Is  the  Uni-Trak 
adjustable? 

Lackey:There's  adjustab 
spring  preload  on  every  mo 
and  three-way  adjustable 
dampening  on  the  three  mc 
cross  models.  Since  there's 
only  one  shock,  you  never 
have  to  worry  about  unever 
dampening.  You  can  com- 
pensate for  the  weight  of  th 
rider  and  for  different  ridinj 
surfaces.  It's  a  quick  proces 
too.  You  can  do  it  in  minutes 
because  unlike  the  other 
single  shock  system,  you  d( 
have  to  take  off  the  gas  tanl 
to  get  to  the  shock.   |  y 


Ru^ed  Heim-type  ball  joints 
minimize  suspension  slack 


Forged  steel  suspension  arm, 


Damping  adjuster  permits 
wide  range  of  settings. 


Double  chrome-moly 
steel  rods  connect 
swingarm  to  pivoting  ~ 
suspension  arm. 


Pressurized  Nitrogen  and 

oil  separated  by  internal  piston. 


Rubber  bottoming  damper. 


-Chrome-plated  shock  shaft. 


Swingarm  rides  on 
special  phenolic 
bushings  that  require 
no  lubrication. 


Spring  preload  adjuster 


Reinforced  box- section  swingarm  provides 
maximum  rigidity. 


Question: Riders  worry 
about  single-shock  systems 
fading;  what  about  the  Uni- 
Trak? 

Lackey:Since  the  Uni-lrak 
isn't  tucied  under  the  gas 
tank,  it  can  breathe  and  won't 
heat  up  so  fast  So  don't  worry. 
In  fact,  the  other  single-shock 
system  has  already  been 
moved  to  another  position 
in  their  factory  bikes  to  avoid 
this  over-heating  problem.  But 
unfortunately,  since  you  can't 
buy  that,  it  won't  help  you 
too  much.  Whereas  the  Kawa- 
saki Uni-lrak  is  sitting  right 
on  your  local  Kawasaki 
dealer's  floor. 


Question:How  does  it  feel 
when  you're  riding? 
Lackey:It  gives  you  a  strong 
feeling  of  stability  at  high 
speeds  even  over  the  bump- 
iest ground,  and  you  stay 
straight.  It  also  reduces  hop- 
ping and  weaving.  The  low 
center  of  gravity  means  that 
you  never  get  that  "lead  in 
the  gas  tank"  feeling.  The 
weight  is  centered  down  low 
in  the  chassis  so  you  don't 
feel  that  you're  being  thrown 
forward  by  the  impetus  of 
the  bike.  All  this  adds  up  to 
great  handling,  control  over 
your  steering,  and  more  power 
to  the  ground  than  with  any 
other  suspension. 


Question:What  do  you  feel 
is  the  main  advantage  of  the 
Uni-lrak? 

LadceyiThere  are  two.  First, 
all  forces  remain  behind  the 
center  of  gravity  which  give 
you  true  stability  of  handling 
with  none  of  the  pitch  effect 
that's  evident  in  the  other 
single  shock  system.  And 
second,  the  Uni-lrak  keeps 
the  rear  wheel  on  the  ground 
longer  than  any  other  form 
of  suspension.  And  that's 
where  you  need  the  power... 
on  the  ground.  That's  how 
you  win. 


KX125 

In  its  class,  this  motocrosser 
is  the  state  of  the  art.  It's  got 
amazing  power-to-weight 
ratio,  and  of  course,  the  Uni- 
Trak  suspension. 

The  KX125  has  a  light- 
weight, two-stroke,  124cc, 
reed  valve  engine. 

When  you  take  this  powei 
and  combine  it  with  such  a 
lightweight  bike,  you  get  a 
winner. 

KDX175 

Kawasaki's  new  enduro  bike. 
The  engine  and  the  frame 
are  based  on  the  factory 
KX125  motocross  winners; 
and  the  suspension  is,  of 
course,  the  amazing  Uni-lrak 

Not  only  is  it  a  lot  of  fun, 
it's  also  a  winner. 

Uni-lrak  models  KX420  and 
KX250  available  soon. 


Kawasaki  believes  in  riding  safely.  Checl«  local  laws  before  you  ride.  Member  of  AMA,  MIC  and  MSF.  Specifications  and  parts  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Some  models  availability  may  be  limit 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


WORLD 


THE  SUPERBIKERS 


'  elevision.  in  particular  ABC,  likes  mo- 
torcycle racing.  It  shows  the  major 
es  and  has  gotten  good  reactions  to  the 
iws.  witness  the  scheduling  of  the  moto- 
ss  U.S.G.P.  at  Carlsbad  for  a  time  when 
ratings  are  being  measured. 
~he  TV  guys  have  been  in  the  market  for 
re  bike  stuff,  especially  if  there  was 
le  way  to  design  for  the  camera,  and  to 
all  the  major  riders  into  the  same 
na.  Hard  though  it  is  for  us  racing  fans 
relieve,  there  are  people  out  there  who 
.  if  Kenny  Roberts  is  World  Champion, 
I  if  the  Carlsbad  race  is  for  the  world 
mpionship.  why  isn't  Kenny  Roberts  in 

Vhat  this  leads  up  to  is  a  major  event,  a 
vision  event,  and  a  chance  for  all  the 
•s  to  race  at  the  same  time,  on  the  same 
:k. 

~he  idea  isn't  new.  There's  the  Motorcy- 
Olympiad.  with  road,  drag,  flat  track, 
luro.  trials  and  all.  a  series  of  events 
h  points  for  each  and  an  overall  title, 
od  try.  but  it  hasn't  caught  the  imagina- 
1  of  the  public. 

J  rand  Prix  Motocro.ss,  the  promoters  of 


the  motocross  U.S.G.P..  have  come  up  with 
a  different  way  to  handle  the  same  idea. 

They  are  building  a  new  track,  using 
part  of  the  Carlsbad  road  circuit  and  drag 
strip,  leading  into  a  motocross  section  and 
linked  by  graded  dirt  in  the  mile  and  half- 
mile  and  TT  line. 

It  will  be  2  mi.  around.  The  track  will  be 
finely  tuned,  with  equality  in  mind.  If  the 
road  section  would  give  too  much  advan- 
tage to  a  road  racing  bike,  it  will  be  made 
slower.  If  the  motocross  section  is  too 
helpful  to  a  motocross  bike,  it  will  be 
smoothed  out. 

Right.  You  can  ride  one  bike  only.  There 
will  be  a  500cc  limit  on  two-strokes,  and  a 
750cc  limit  on  four-strokes,  which  means 
the  riders  can  begin  with  open  class 
MXers.  or  TT-style  500  and  750s.  or  the 
miler  Harley  750s,  or  any  kind  of  asphalt 
scratcher  that  comes  to  the  tuner's  mind. 
Dirt-track  tires,  we'd  gue.ss. 

The  American  Motorcyclist  Association 
is  sanctioning  the  race.  King  Kenny  has 
signed  to  appear,  and  because  the  various 
factory  teams  have  expressed  interest,  the 


promoters  expect  they'll  get  the  AMA  na- 
tional circus  and  the  top  motocross  racers 
and  the  pavement  pounders. 

And  maybe  some  surpri.ses.  There  will 
be  20  top  riders  invited.  Twenty  entries  are 
open,  and  there  will  be  qualifying  heats,  so 
if  the  unknowns  do  well,  they'll  make  the 
field  with  the  seeded  stars. 

The  promoters  say  they  think  the  lay 
public  will  love  it.  None  of  this  points  stuff. 
The  winner  will  be  the  man  who  crosses 
the  finish  line  first. 

We  think  it's  made  for  motorcycle  fans. 
One  guy  here  says  no  way  the  motocrossers 
won't  win.  The  staff  road  racers  don't 
agree,  the  Grand  National  nut  has  money 
on  the  Harley  team. 

Meanwhile,  because  television  will  make 
the  nut  (or  expenses),  all  the  promoters 
want  is  enough  people  there  to  make  a  good 
crowd  on  the  fences.  We  don't  have  ticket 
info,  but  that  shouldn't  be  a  problem. 

Race  day  is  Dec.  2.  the  place  is  Carlsbad, 
California.  Watch  the  local  papers  for 
spectator  information,  and  the  TV  listings 
for  when  the  show  will  hit  the  tube.  > 
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COUNTERATTACK 


1980  SUZUKIS 


First,  the  attack.  The  Council  on  En- 
vironmental Quality,  an  advisory 
group  to  the  President,  appointed  by  we- 
don"t-know-who.  ha.s  delivered  to  the 
President  a  report  on  the  use  of  off-road 
vehicles  on  public  land. 

Author  of  the  report  is  one  David  Sher- 
idan, who  is  listed  as  an  independent 
consultant,  but  who  is  also  the  author  of 
articles  which  appeared  in  Smithsonian 
and  New  West  magazines.  In  those  articles 
Sheridan  said,  among  other  obviously 
biased  remarks,  that  "millions  of  acres  of 
our  western  public  lands  may  not  survive 
being  used  and  abu.sed  by  hordes  of  off- 
road  vehicles." 

One  could  predict  the  tone  of  the  CEQ 
report,  and  one  would  be  right.  Sheridan 
writes  that  the  vehicle  operators  are  not  at 
fault.  It's  their  vehicles  which  are  inher- 
ently destructive.  Further,  becau.se  most 
dirt  bikes  and  small  trucks  are  imported, 
use  of  such  vehicles  harms  our  balance  of 
payments. 

So  it  goes.  The  good  news  is  that  the 
final  draft  of  the  report  is  a  revision  of  the 
original,  which  was  circulated  last  year  and 
then  withheld  because  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  and  the  U.S.  Forestry  Ser- 
vice criticized  the  report.  Misleading,  they 
said,  and  not  properly  researched. 

Motorcycle  people  agree  with  that.  Alan 
Isley,  president  of  the  Motorcycle  Industry 
Council,  has  already  filed  his  objections  to 
the  report  "due  to  its  emotional  nature,  its 
erroneous  and  outdated  information  and 
the  unwillingne.ss  of  its  author  to  investi- 
gate facts  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  the 
report.  MIC  believes  that  CEQ  must  be 
faulted  for  selecting  a  prejudiced  author 
and  for  failing  to  require  substantiation  of 
an  oflicial  government  report." 

The  MlC's  response  has  been  sent  to 
President  Carter,  members  of  Congress 
and  the  federal  land  management 
agencies. 


Suzuki  has  a  new  entry  in  the  Super- 
bike  wars:  the  GSX 1 100.  With  around 
1 10  bhp  and  a  top  speed  of  140  mph.  the 
new  hypercycle  is  based  on  the  GSIOOO. 
but  has  a  new  1 6- valve  head  and  refined 
suspension.  Suzuki  claims  the  Twin  Spin 
Combustion  Chamber  (TSCC)  shape  de- 
signed by  Italian  Vittorio  Pialti  provides 
more  horsepower.  The  four-valves-per-cyl- 
inder  arrangement  is  operated  from  the 
dual  overhead  cams  by  rocker  arms  that 
use  screw  adjusters  instead  of  the  shims 
used  on  previous  Suzuki  four-strokes. 
There  are  new  34mm  constant  vacuum 
carbs,  a  five-speed  transmission  and  chain 
drive.  Bore  and  stroke  are  72x66mm  for  a 
capacity  of  I075cc. 

Suspension  on  the  1 100  looks  like  stan- 
dard motocross  equipment:  leading  axle 
multi-adjustable  forks  and  a  box  section 
aluminum  swing  arm.  There's  a  screw  ad- 
justment for  spring  preload  on  the  forks, 
plus  four  damping  adjustments,  plus  air 
boost  with  both  legs  of  the  fork  connected 
together. 

Don't  worry  about  being  able  to  identify 
the  new  Suzuki  1 100.  From  its  rectangular- 
quartz  headlight  to  the  in.strument  housing 
to  the  stretched  tailpiece,  it's  an  all  new 
design.  A  huge  6.3  gal.  gas  tank  on  the 
1 100  is  slightly  humped  and  wider  in  the 
front  than  the  rear,  again,  like  standard 
motocross  design.  The  GSX  1 100  unveiled 
in  England  was  a  silver  with  green  trim 
that  accentuates  the  unusual  shapes. 

Other  details  of  the  1 100  include  a  check 
panel  by  the  instruments  that  points  out  on 


a  diagram  where  any  lights  have  fa 
Gone  is  Suzuki's  digital  gear  indicato 
Tires  are  IRC.  3.50OV-I9  front 
4.50OV-I7  rear.  There  are  self  -  cance 
turn  indicators.  Dry  weight  is  a  claii 
563  lb.,  considerably  heavier  than  the  s 
dard  GS  1000.  Suspension  travel  is  6.i 
front  and  3.9  in.  rear. 

In  addition  to  the  GSX  1100  there 
new  GSX750  with  many  of  the  same 
tures.  Like  the  big  brother,  there's 
TSCC  16-valve  head  with  rocker  arm 
justable  valves.  Bore  and  stroke   are  i 
oversquare  at  67  x  53mm.compared  ti 
current  GS750at  65 x  56.4mm. which 
the  16-valve  head  suggests  more  pi 
at  higher  revs.  At  launch,  no  claim; 
the  power  were  made.but  expect  the  < 
750  to  at  least  equal  the  Honda  C  B75 
Styling  is  similar  to  the  1 100  with 
same  rectangular  quartz  headlight 
tended  tailpiece,  humped  gas  tank 
instrument  pod.  Only  there's  no  c 
panel  included  with  the  instruments.  / 
the  suspension  on  the  750  is  more  con 
tional  with  a  normal  steel  swing  arn 
adjustments  on  the  leading  axle  forks 
shocks  with  only  preload  adjustment. 

Both  bikes  have  more  tucked  in  altc 
tor  covers  than  previous  GS  Su/i 
meaning  more  cornering  clearance  fn 
road  racers. 

Also  shown  in  England  was  an  8-\ 
250  Twin  and  it's  supposed  to  be  IblK 
by  a  425cc  or  450cc  8-valve  Twin.  W  lu 
the  U.S.  market  will  get  the  new  s 
bikes  isn't  yet  known. 


5  New  Suzuki  GSX1100  has  16  valves  operated  offdohc  via  rocker  arms.  Valve  lash  is  adju 
=  by  conventional  screw  tappets. 


20/CYCLE  WORLD 


NOT  ENOUGH  LABELS 


lator  on  1980  GSX1100  is  tucked  in  compared  to  1979  GS1000  and  GSX750  models, 
unusual  headlight/ instrument  and  seat/ tail  section  treatment. 


50  is  styled  like  the  GSX1 100  and  shares  the  same  engine  technology,  including  "twin 
combustion  chamber". 


100  instruments  include  a  lighting  dia- 
to  check  function  of  lights. 


GSX1100  has  built-up  aluminum  swing  arm 
similar  to  those  on  motocrossers.  Rectangu- 
lar section  swing  arm  should  be  very  rigid. 


A quick  look  in  the  Cycle  World  shop 
showed  that  the  average  1980  street 
bike  has  no  less  than  10  warning  decals 
applied  all  over  it.  The  greatest  number  of 
warning  labels  we've  seen  on  a  dirt  bike 
has  been  three,  but  that  may  change. 

A  year  ago  two  doctors  from  Wash- 
ington. Fred  Rivera  and  Lawrence  Berger. 
petitioned  the  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission  to  do  something  about  a 
growing  number  of  injuries  to  minibike 
riders.  Actually,  the  petition  referred  to 
"unlicensed  two-wheeled  motorized  vehi- 
cles." but  that's  a  category  that  includes 
everything  from  the  smallest  kid  bikes  up 
to  the  largest  motocrossers.  The  doctors 
aren't  motorcyclists,  they're  pediatricians, 
so  their  concern  was  with  injuries  to 
children. 

Their  petition  requested  that  the  CPSC 
require  design  changes  preventing  children 
under  the  age  of  14  from  riding  minibikes. 
limit  the  maximum  speed  of  the  vehicles, 
require  changes  in  seat  design  to  prohibit 
more  than  one  person  riding  a  cycle,  re- 
quire registration  of  the  unlicensed  cycles, 
expand  reporting  of  cycle  injuries  and 
require  warning  labels  on  the  bikes. 

Not  only  were  the  doctors  concerned 
with  the  safety  of  children,  but  with  the 
morals  of  motorized  vehicles  too.  accord- 
ing to  an  article  by  Dr.  Berger  published  in 
Pediatrics  magazine.  In  the  article  Dr. 
Berger  questions  "What  of  the  values  that 
our  motor-hungry  children  are  imbibing? 
...  If  parents  bought  their  kids  skis  in- 
stead of  snowmobiles,  bicycles  instead  of 
trailbikes.  the  money  saved  could  pay  for 
more  life-enhancing  motor  activities- 
dance  classes  or  piano  lessons,  for 
instance." 

Fortunately,  the  staff  of  the  CPSC  has 
been  more  realistic  and  is  recommending 
that  the  doctors'  suggestions,  all  except  the 
warning  label  requirement,  be  rejected. 
The  staff  comment  said  that  "a  child's 
judgment  regarding  safe  conditions  for 
and  appropriate  use  of  UTMVs  may  not 
be  reliable  and  ...  a  child's  interpretation 
of  safety  warnings  on  labels  also  may  not 
be  reliable."  Because  of  the  limited  value 
of  the  labels,  the  CPSC  staff  also  recom- 
mended development  of  an  inf»)rmaiion 
program  aimed  at  children  and  parents 
informing  them  of  the  safety  and  environ- 
mental hazards  of  cycles.  B 
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What's  an  85  mph  Speedometer  Doing  on  a  Motorcycle  Ttiis  Fast 


■  There's  something 
very  sick  about  an  85 
mph  speedometer  on 
a  Honda  CB750F.  It's 
there  due  to  a  man- 
date from  the  federal 
government,  and  it's 
testimony  to  how  lit- 
tle the  People  In  Pow- 
er actually  know. 
Such  a  speedometer  on  such  a  machine  is 
nothing  but  confusing.  You're  riding 
through  a  residential  area,  glance  at  the 
speedometer  and  grab  the  brakes  because 
the  needle's  pointing  at  the  area  where  50 
mph  has  always  been  on  a  750cc  motorcy- 
cle speedometer  .  .  .  and  then  you  realize. 
The  needle  on  this  speedometer  is  pointing 
at  30  mph. 

It  used  to  be  that  the  tach  and  speedo 
needles  were  roughly  parallel  in  fifth  gear, 
both  pointing  to  about  the  same  place  on 
the  respective  dials  at  any  given  speed.  The 
instruments  looked  nice  and  uniform  and 
were  easy  to  read  instantly.  Now  the 
speedo  is  way  out  of  wack  with  the  tach,  as 
if  you're  riding  down  the  highway  at  50 
mph  in  first  or  second  gear,  only  back- 
wards. It  doesn't  look  right  and  doesn't  feel 
right. 

A  little  peg  stops  the  needle— without 
harm— at  the  85  mph  figure,  and  the 
Honda  CB750F  will  firmly  plant  the  nee- 
dle against  the  peg  in  third  gear,  with  two 
more  cogs  to  come.  Does  this  85  mph 
abortion  act  as  a  deterrent  to  speeding? 
No.  It  just  complicates  judging  speed 
above  85  mph  and  forces  the  rider  to  pay 
more  attention  to  the  tach.  But  it's  lunacy. 
When  sporting  motorcycles  are  reaching 
their  best,  instrumentation  is  retreating 
into  the  World  War  II  era. 

Such  a  sacrilege  makes  us  want  to  curse 
the  government  and  blast  off  down  the 
srtreet  in  an  act  of  wanton  rebellion,  and  if 
ever  a  bike  was  right  for  hard-core,  anti- 
utilitarian  transportation,  sporting  riding. 
this  motorcycle  is. 

The  government  may  tax  you,  regulate 
you,  tack  power-gutting  smog  equipment 
on  your  automobile,  use  your  tax  dollars  to 
attack  your  sport,  and  force  motorcycles  to 
wear  absurd  85  mph  speedometers.  But  for 
a  tool  of  revolt,  escape  and  pleasure  in  a 
time  when  having  motoring  fun  is  con- 
demned by  bureaucrats  who  haven't 
known  anything  more  exciting  than  a 
white,  six-cylinder  full-size  station  wagon 
with  power  steering,  power  brakes,  electric 
windows  and  air  conditioning,  the  Honda 
CB750F  fits  the  bill. 

The  smog  rules  didn't  gut  it.  The  Re- 
nault Dauphine- maximum  speedometer 
couldn't  hide  it.  This  Honda  is  a  serious. 


throw-down,  wide-open  sporting  motor- 
cycle. 

That  doesn't  mean  that  the  Honda  isn't 
fine  for  mild-mannered  transportation  use. 
It  is.  But  with  the  CB750F,  you  get  the  best 
of  both  worlds— non-fussy  utility  and  relia- 
bility on  one  hand,  anti-social  fun  on  the 
other.  Your  hand  on  the  twist  grip  decides 
which  it  is. 

The  only  things  that  could  make  it  better 
are  a  1979  speedometer  and  a  "don't  tread 
on  me"  flag  painted  on  the  rider's  helmet. 

Speedometer  aside,  the  1980  F  is  im- 
proved over  the  1979  version.  The  engine  is 
the  same,  simply  because  even  in  1979  the 
Honda  met  the  1980  smog  requirements. 
It's  the  same  749cc,  dohc,  four-valves-per- 
cylinder  powerplant,  the  same  30mm  Kei- 
hin  CV  carburetors  with  the  same  jetting, 
the  same  4-into-2  exhaust  system.  And  it's 
tast. 

This  latest  F  turned  the  quarter  mile  for 
us  in  12.54  sec.  at  106.13  mph.  an  almost 
identical  time  as  the  12.52  at  107.27  mph 
we  got  out  of  the  1979  CB750F.  Many 
things  affect  drag  strip  limes,  and  any  of 
several  factors  could  account  for  the  0.02 
sec.  difference.  To  start  with,  the  1980  F  is 
10  lb.  heavier  than  the  1979  version,  weigh- 
ing 540  lb.  with  half  a  tank  of  gasoline 
compared  to  530  lb.  for  the  1979  model. 
(The  extra  weight  comes  from  changes  that 
will  be  discussed  later.),  but  that's  a  small 
difference. 

The  1980  F  is  still  the  quickest  and 
fastest  stock  750  available  today.  For  com- 
parison, the  last  Suzuki  GS750  we  tested 
turned  the  quarter  mile  in  12.72  sec.  at 
103.80  mph.  Horsepower  is  responsible  for 
some  of  the  Honda's  extra  speed,  with 
gearing  accounting  for  the  rest.  With  two 
25mm  intake  valves  and  two  22mm  ex- 
haust valves  per  cylinder,  the  Honda's 


7980  CB750F's  dual  discs  stop  just  as 
hard  as  1979  F's,  but  without  pulsing  or 
squealing. 


respective  valve  areas  are  981.7mm2 
760.3mm2.  But  calculating  valve  area  is 
always  so  simple  as  it  seems.  Those  figi 
come  from  simply  figuring  the  surface  i 
of  the  valve  head,  using  the  formula  3. 1 
X  radius^.  When  the  7.8mm  of  intake 
and  7.5mm  of  exhaust  lift  is  conside 
the  intake  area  becomes  not  the  surf 
area  of  the  valve  head,  but  rather  the 
of  cylindrical  shape  existing  between 
circumference  of  the  valve  seat  and 
circumference  of  the  valve  lace. 
1256.2mm-  intake  and  1036.72mm- 
haust.  Figured  the  same  way,  the  Sui 
GS750's  valve  areas  change  from  the  v 
head  surface  area  figures  of  I017.9n 
intake  and  706.9mm2  exhaust  to  904.8n 
intake  and  706.9mm2  exhaust. 

So  the  Honda  has  more  valve  area, 
it  also  has  a  higher  redline,  9500 
versus  the  Suzuki's  9000  rpm.  Perf 
more  important  are  the  Honda's  la 
carburetors  (nominally  30mm  Keihin 
compared  to  the  Suzuki's  nomin 
26mm  Mikuni  slide-throttle  carbs)  and 
Honda's  lower  overall  gearing,  5.81: 
fifth  compared  to  the  Suzuki's  5.65: 1. 

Where  the  Suzuki  has  held  an  ad\ 
tage  over  the  Honda— as  is  always  the  ' 
when  comparing  established  model; 
relatively  new  ones— is  in  the  availabilit 
hop-up  parts.  There's  hardly  anything 
can't  get  for  a  Suzuki,  and  just  boltinj 
carburetors  and  a  set  of  racing  pipes 
Cycle  World.  September  1979)  is  gooc 
six-tenths  in  the  quarter  mile,  while  a  : 
I4-tooth  countershaft  sprocket  to  rep 
the  stock  Suzuki  15-tooth  counters 
sprocket  is  good  for  two-tenths  with  a  s 
engine.  What's  more,  it  has  been 
proven  that  stock  Suzuki  one-piece,  rc 
bearing  rods  will  live  forever  with  overt 
kits,  especially  in  the  845cc  to  870cc 
range.  The  old  736cc,  sohc  Honda 
would  commonly  break  their  two-pi 
plain  bearing  connecting  rods  with 
thing  bigger  than  an  8l2cc  kit.  But  the 
749cc.  dohc  Honda  engine  comes 
rods  that  are  much  beefier  and  stroi 
than  the  previous  models,  rods  that  sh< 
be  able  to  withstand  15  to  25  per 
increases  in  power  without  failure.  Stil 
safely  build  a  CB750  up  to  the  range  of 
to  900cc.  aftermarket  rods  such  as 
chrome-moly  ones  available  from  Ont 
Motor  Tech.  Corp.  are  going  to 
necessary. 

The  Honda  has  a  built-in  advantag< 
high-performance  use— high-performi 
use  that  involves  going  around  corner* 
that  it  has  much  better  ground  clean 
than  the  Suzuki,  with  a  better  tucke 
alternator.  The  Honda  also  has  point 
inductive  electronic  ignition  instead  ol 
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Suzuki's  breaker  points  system.  The 
Honda,  though,  obviously  has  more  valves 
to  adjust. 

More  significant  than  the  proven  advan- 
tages that  the  Honda  holds  over  its  main 
competitor  the  GS750— are  the  changes 
and  improvements  made  to  the  Honda 
itself  between  the  1979  and  the  1980  model 
year. 

The  alterations  start  with  the  usual  new 
paint  trim,  then  progress  into  the  func- 
tional. The  1979  CB750F  had  shock  ab- 
sorbers that  were  a  disgrace-they  faded 
very  quickly  under  hard  use  and  wore  out 
in  less  than  500  mi.  The  1980  Showa  shocks 
didn't  fade  in  10  hard  sprint-race  laps  at 
Willow  Springs  Raceway  and  have  adjust- 
able damping  as  well  as  the  usual  adjust- 
able spring  preload.  C  ompression  damp- 
ing can  be  set  in  one  of  two  positions  via  a 
small  lever  located  at  the  bottom  of  the 
shock  body,  between  the  sides  of  the  clevis. 
The  lever  rotates  a  di.sc  between  the  shock 
pressure  tube  and  oil  reservoir.  The  disc 
has  different  si/.e  orifices  so  that  in  one 
position  the  oil  displaced  by  the  shock 
piston— which  descends  under  compres- 
sion loads-is  forced  through  relatively 
larger  or  smaller  holes.  The  soft  setting 
uncovers  larger  holes  the  oil  can  thus  be 
pushed  through  to  the  reservoir  with  less 
effort  and  more  speed.  The  stiff  setting 
uncovers  smaller  holes  and  makes  the 
compression  damping  harder  and  more 
resistant  to  bottoming  under  big  impacts 
encountered  on  rough  pavement  or  at  high 
speeds. 

The  rebound  damping  is  similarly  con- 
trolled by  a  rotating  ring  located  just 
underneath  the  upper  shock  eve.  The  ad- 
juster ring  has  three  positions,  and  is  con- 
nected to  the  main  shock  valve  by  an 
adjuster  tube  w  hich  encases  the  shock  rod. 


The  main  valve  has  three  different  size 
orifices  along  its  outer  edge  and  an  addi- 
tional five  arrayed  closer  to  the  center. 
Setting  the  ring  so  that  the  largest  holes  are 
uncovered  yields  the  softest  compression 
damping,  and  vice  versa.  A  blow  -off  spring 
releases  excess  pressure  from  spike  loads 
on  the  shock. 

For  both  the  compression  and  rebound 
damping,  the  lower  setting  number  is  the 
softer  setting. 

Honda  recommends  that  the  rebound 
and  compression  damping  be  set  at  the 
softest  position  for  a  single  rider  at  normal 
speeds  without  luggage:  at  medium  re- 
bound and  stiff  compression  for  a  single 
rider  at  high  speed  without  luggage:  and 
stiff  rebound  and  stiff  compression  for 
riding  double  w  ith  luggage. 

In  actual  use,  the  changes  in  damping 
made  only  subtle  differences  in  the  ride. 
One  staff  member  who  weighs  about  150 
lb.  took  the  F  out  to  experiment  with  the 
damping  .settings.  On  a  concrete  highway 
at  cruising  speeds,  the  ride  .seemed  too 
stiff,  so  he  set  the  compression  and  re- 
bound damping  at  the  No.  1  settings,  or 
soft.  The  ride  was  cht)ppy,  and  resetting  the 
compression  damping  to  the  No.  2,  me- 
dium, position  didn't  help.  C  onclusion 
one:  soft  on  both  damping  settings  is  best 
for  freeway  use. 

For  high  speed  riding  on  a  twisty 
smooth,  road,  the  stiff  position  on  rebound 
and  .soft  on  compression  worked  best  the 
stiff  compression  damping  position  made 
the  ride  too  severe.  Conclusion  iwd:  stiff  on 
rebound  and  soft  on  compression  is  best 
on  smooth,  twisty  roads  at  high  speed. 

The  shocks  are  also  slightly  longer  for 
1980.  measuring  14.25  in.  from  eye  to  eye 
compared  to  last  year's  14.0  in.,  and  be- 
cause of  the  extra  complexity,  they  weigh 


more,  4  lb.  6  oz.  compared  to  1979"s  3  I 
oz.  Because  the  adjuster  rod  sheaths 
shock  rod.  the  apparent  rod  outside  diai 
ter  is  increased  from  10mm  to  14mm. 
we're  not  sure  how  much  of  that  is  actu 
shock  rod  and  how  much  is  the  ex 
hollow  adjuster  rod. 

There  have  been  small  geomt 
changes  as  well.  Triple  clamp  offset 
increased  5mm  to  reduce  trail  0.2  in 
change  which  makes  the  steering  slig 
quicker  for  steering  more  precisely 
proaching  neutral,  but  a  change  whic 
hard  to  detect  even  when  weaving  thro 
traffic  at  slow  speeds  and  just  about  im[ 
sible  to  note  at  speed  w  hen  using  mem 
to  attempt  tt)  compare  the  1979  and  I 
versions. 

The  swing  arm  for  1980  now  pivots 
needle  roller  bearings  instead  of  the  cht 
flimsy-looking  oil-less  nylon  (plastic)  p 
bushings  u.sed  in  1979.  Because  the  ro 
bearings  have  a  larger  o.d..  the  sw  ing 
pivot  itself  is  larger  in  o.d..  up  to  16i 
from  the  previous  14mm.  The  swing 
itself  is  beefier,  w  ith  tubing  wall  ihicki 
increased  from  2.0mm  to  2.5mm  and 
set  plate  thickness  increased  from  1.6 
to  2.0mm. 

The  changes  to  the  swing  arm  pivot 
the  swing  arm  itself  are  not  apparent  w 
the  Honda  is  ridden  on  street  tires  reg; 
less  of  speed,  at  least  not  w  hen  comp. 
to  a  1979  CB750F  with  relatively 
swing  arm  bushings.  But  the  roller  b 
ings  can  be  expected  to  last  longer 
better  control  the  sw  ing  arm  itself  ,  the 
point  being  important  to  anybody  and 
second  point  being  important  to  ra 
who  plan  on  campaigning  their  F  mt 
with  slickier-than-stock  tires.  For  owi 
of  older  Fs.  however,  better  quality,  n 
stable  bronze  bushings  are  available  f 


A  travesty  on  wheels,  the  government-re- 
quired 85  mph  speedometer  belongs  in  Joan 
Claybrook's  mouth,  not  on  the  CB750F. 


Needle  roller  bearings  replaced  cheap,  flexi- 
ble oil-less  nylon  bushings  used  in  1979 
version  of  Honda  CB  750F. 


1980  shock  (left)  has  adjustable  damf. 
More  important,  the  new  shock  doesn 't 
instantly  under  hard  use,  a  major  prot 
with  the  1979  FVQ  shock  (right). 
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rio  Moto  Tech  Corp.  to  replace  the 

ss  nylon  stock  bushings. 

e  tires  themselves  are  better  than  they 

last  time  around,  providing  much 
r  traction  and  control  while  spending 
ime  slipping  and  sliding  when  the 
is  charged  out  of  corners.  The  dit- 
ces  were  most  apparent  at  Willow 
gs  when  the  tires  were  good  and  hot. 
Dunlop  Fl  I  and  K  127  tires  l\)und  on 
ast  CB750F  were  really  bad  and 
id  it  by  wearing  out  in  about  100  hard 
nent  miles— lire  slip  accelerates  wear. 
Bridgestone  Mag-Mopus  S703  and 
were  far  belter  in  all  types  of  control, 
ially  when  accelerating  hard  ofi'  a 
r.  The  new  tires  didn't  signilicantly 

stopping  distances,  as  our  1980  F 
ed  in  31  ft.  from  30mph  and  in  135  ft. 
60  mph,  compared  to  30  ft.  from  30 
und  131  ft.  from  60  mph  for  the  1979 
;l.  Thai  tiny  difference  could  be 
d  by  the  rider  or  available  pavement 
on  on  that  particular  test  dav.  It 
d  be  noted  that  the  1980  F  didn't 
he  1979  version's  pulsing  and  .squeal- 
)rake  problems  the  discs  simply 
;d  and  worked  well. 
[  one  problem  that  surfaced  with  this 

F  that  didn't  happen  with  the  1979 
a  we  tested  was  a  wobble  at  high 

(above  100  mph).  All  it  look  was  a 
I  to  set  oH  a  handlebar  oscillation  in  a 
ht  line  al  those  speeds,  with  the  mir- 
1  place  and  the  rider  silling  upright, 
ime  when  traveling  into  a  headwind 
;he  rider  pulling  on  the  bars  hard  to 
right,  the  CB750F's  oscillation  pro- 
:d  into  a  moderate  speed  wobble,  not 
;h  to  disturb  staHers  used  to  tank 
ers  on  the  racetrack,  but  surely 
;h  to  upset  the  average,  non-racer 

rider.  Only  lucking  in  calmed  the 

and  that  set  a  lot  of  heads  to 
hing. 

my  things  can  affect  motorcycle 
ht-line  stability  at  speed  in  our  expe- 
e,  including— depending  upon  the 
I— whether  or  not  both  mirrors  are  in 
,  the  location  and  weight  of  luggage 
n  the  machine  (a  rack  is  probably  the 

place  to  carry  heavy  loads  as  far  as 
ity  goes):  wheel  alignment  (our  750F 
ed  out  perfectly,  and  the  stamped 

arm  alignment  marks  were  actually 
iite);  brand  and  model  of  tire:  and 
ear. 

the  case  of  this  particular  bike,  the 
em  was  traced  to  a  worn  rear  lire. 
1  had  accumulated  2300  street  and 
ack  miles  as  well  as  a  dozen  drag  strip 
s.  Doing  burnouts  before  the  drag 
runs  flattened  the  center  of  the  tire 
he  uneven  wear  caused  the  wobble 
em,  which  disappeared  with  the  in- 
[ion  of  a  new  lire. 

ler  changes  for  the  1980  model  in- 
reversed-spoke,  black  highlighted, 
iminum  ComStar  wheels  and  green 
ment  lighting.  The  instruments  were 
to  read  with  the  green  lighting  than 


they  were  with  the  red  lighting  used  last 
year,  although  the  iripmeter  was  still 
poorly  illuminated.  Also  poor-and  the 
same  as  last  year-  is  the  design  of  the  oil 
pressure  failure  warning  light  lens,  which 
often  calches  low-angle  sunlight  and  ap- 
pears to  be  lit.  Even  if  the  thing  came  on. 
the  chances  of  the  rider  seeing  it  in  broad 
daylight  aren't  very  great. 

The  gas  tank  still  re.sonates  at  the  en- 
gine's vibration  peak  of  about  4700  to  5000 
rpm.  and  ihe  new  #530  sealed  o-ring  drive 
chain  still  rattles  against  the  chain  guard 
and  makes  a  lot  of  noise,  even  though  it's 
supposed  to  be  quieter  (and  longer  lasting, 
due  to  the  use  of  higher  quality  materials) 
than  the  larger  w630  chain  u.sed  for  1979. 
And.  as  last  year,  the  CB750F  pops  out  of 
fourth  gear  (and  often  misses  third  al- 
together) frequently  during  full-throttle 
acceleration  unless  the  rider  makes  an 
effort  to  stick  the  bike  positively  in  gear  It 
can  be  dealt  with,  but  even  the  man  who 
used  to  race  a  DKW  (Remember  famous 
Sachs  engine  fal.se  neutrals?)  mi.ssed  shifts 
and  had  the  Honda  popping  out  of  gear  at 
the  dragstrip. 

As  always,  the  Honda  is  a  real  champion 
of  cold  starts  and  fuel  economy,  thanks  to 
the  sophisticated  Keihin  constant  velocity 
carbs.  Unlike  man\  big-bore  street  bikes, 
the  Honda  can  be  started  on  a  chilly 
morning  and  ridden  away  in  a  matter  of 
seconds  without  gagging  or  bogging.  And 
nobody  can  argue  that  48  mpg  on  the 
Cycle  World  mileage  loop-a  mixture  ol" 
city  and  rural  roads -isn't  great  for  a  750. 
Cruising  on  the  interstate  highway  al  a 
steady  60  to  65  mph.  the  Ht)nda  once 
covered  212  mi.  before  requiring  reserve- 
an  astonishing  52  mpg. 

The  carbs  do  have  a  bit  of  flat  spot-or 


hesitalion-when  the  rider  is  trying  to 
slightly  increase  speed,  turning  the  twist 
grip  less  than  required  to  trigger  the  accel- 
erator pump  mounted  on  the  carburetor 
bank.  And  at  least  one  staff  member 
noticed  that  those  minute  throttle  adjust- 
ments had  too  much  efl["ect  at  lower  cruis- 
ing speeds,  making  finding  and  regulating 
an  exact  cruising  speed  difficult. 

The  1980  CB750F  also  has  a  problem 
with  pinging  and  detonating  under  accel- 
eration when  unleaded  or  regular  gasoline 
is  used.  We  didn't  have  as  much  of  a 
problem  when  commonly  available  pre- 
mium fuels  were  used,  but  the  bike  would 
still  ping  coming  off  a  stop  at  low  rpm.  We 
tried  adding  octane  booster  on  one  occa- 
sion without  success,  and  will  report  on 
further  octane  booster  experiments  in  a 
future  issue. 

Sealing  position  quality  was  a  subject  of 
hoi  debate,  ihe  6  ft.  2  in.  tourer  on  stall' 
liking  it  just  fine  and  the  shorter  (5  ft.  10  in. 
and  5  ft.  II  in.)  staflT  members  hating  it. 
complaining  of  aching  backs,  cramped 
legs  and  wind  blasts  taken  in  an  unnatural 
position.  Obviously,  handlebar  shape  and 
iooipeg  location  are  items  of  personal 
preference  and  can  be  changed  by  a  deter- 
mined owner 

But  aside  from  the  personal  feelings 
caused  by  the  variety  of  body  shapes  and 
sizes  found  on  this  planet,  beyond  the 
minor  complaints  regarding  carburetion 
and  fourth  gear,  and  the  crazy,  govern- 
ment-required speedometer,  the  Honda 
CB750F  has  become  only  better  between 
the  1979  and  1980  model  years.  What  it  is 
is  a  social  comment,  a  protest  to  govern- 
ment regulation  and  a  damn  good  sporting 
motorcycle  all  in  one.  B 
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HONDA  CB750F 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price   $2848 

Engine  dohc, 

16-valve  Four 
Bore  X  stroke  ...62  x  62mm 

Displacement  749cc 

Compression  ratio  9:1 

Carburetion   (4)  30mm 

Mikuni  CV 
Air  filtration  pleated  paper 

Ignition  transistorized 

inductive 

Claimed  power  75  bhp 

Claimed  torque   na 

Lubrication 

system  wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  4.5  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  5.3  gal. 

Recommended 

fuel  91  octane 

Starter   electric 

Alternator  12v  260w 

Headlight  65/50w 

Clutch  multi-plate,  wet 
Primary 

drive   Hy-Vo  chain 

Final 

drive    #  530  roller  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall :1 

5th   5.81 

4th   6.99 

3rd   8.39 

2nd  10.78 

1st   15.27 

Front 

suspension  telescopic 

fork  travel  6.3  in. 

Rear 

suspension  ...swing  arm 

travel  4.3  in. 

Front  tire   3.25H-19 

Bridgestone  Mag-Mopus 
Rear  tire  4.00H-18 

Bridgestone  Mag-Mopus 

Front  brake  dual 

10.87-in.  disc 

Rear  brake  10.75-in. 

disc 

Total  brake  swept 
area  274.8  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 
rider)  2.54  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase   60  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  27.5° 

Trail  4.3  in. 

Handlebar  width     30.5  in. 

Seat  height   32.2  in. 

Seat  width  9  in. 

Footpeg  height         13  in. 

Ground  clearance    .5.7  in. 

Test  weight  (w/ half- 
tank  fuel)  540  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front /rear, 
percent  47/53 

Gross  vehicle  weight 
rating  985  lb. 

Load  capacity  445  lb. 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph        4573  r 

Power/weight  ratio  (160 
rider)  9.2  Ib./U 

Fuel  consumption  48  m 

Speedometer  error: 
30  mph  indicated  28  m 
60  mph  indicated  57  m 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  31 

from  60  mph  132 

Standing  start 

'/4-mile   12 

sec.  @  106.13  m 

Speed  after 

'/2  mile  117 

Maximum  speed  in  gear 

1st  47  m 

2nd  67  m 

3rd   86  m 

4th   104  m 

5th   125  m 

Acceleration 

0-30  1.6  s 

0-40  2.3  SI 

0-50  3.2  SI 

0-60  4.4  SI 

0-70  5.8  SI 

0-80  6.9  SI 

0-90  8.5  SI 

0-100  10.6  s 
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Power 


Ontario  MotoTech 
Corp.  is  Kazuo  \bshima. 
What  it  all  means  is  the  biggest  dohc 
CB750F  motor  you  can  buy  now 


i 


l\  knows  that  we  like 
da  C  B750F.  It's  a  sport  bike, 
achine  that  makes  us  smile 


ing  about  what  it  does  well  -go 
md  corners  without  hesitation,  stop 
(accelerate  hard. 

lit  while  the  man  who  once  said, 
irre  is  no  such  thing  as  loo  much 
ir"  may  have  been  overstating  the 
there  is  a  lot  to  say  for  ...  more 

IT. 

iiat's  why  wc  cannot  understand  Hon- 
bdecision  to  not  impiHt  the  brilliant 
)OOFZ  into  the  United  States.  Sold 


heCB900  is  every 
B750F  is.  except  with  a  bigger 
engine. 

Maybe  Honda  will  bring  the  C^900  to 
America,  because  an  awful  lot  of  Honda 
employees  have  been  asking  magazine 
testers  what  they'd  think  of  a  CB750F  with 
a  bigger  engine. 

In  the  meantime,  what  we  have  here  is  a 
l(X)2cc  CB750F  with  more  power.  A  lot 
more  power.  About  120  bhp  at  10.000  rpm 
to  be  specific,  or  45  more  than  the  stock 
rating  of  75  horsepower.  More  significant  is 
the  fact  that  this  engine  is  a  lot  closer  to 
stt>ck  than  other  machines  we've  seen  w  ilh  J 


about  the  potential  of  the  16-valve  Honda. 

The  man  behind  the  big-bore  Honda  is 
Kazuo  Yoshima.  32.  who  came  to  this 
country  almost  a  decade  ago  after  working 
in  the  engine  R&D  department  of  the 
Honda  Motor  Co.  factory  in  Saitama. 
Japan.  Yoshima  made  his  mark  in  Amer* 
ica  building  incredibly  fast  50()cc  CB400F 
engine.";,  turning  a  machine  some  engine 
tuners  had  dismissed  as  being  without 
potential  into  a  screaming.  12.000  rpm 
road  race  w  inner.  Working  with  the  special 
problems  presented  by  the  CB400F's 
plain-bearing  crankshaft  and  spindly  con-> 


•  by  Jo^n  Ulrlch 
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ncclmji  rods  picp.ircd  ^V)sliinia  lor  both 
the  CBX  and  the  new  Honda  750. 

The  result  of  Yoshima's  work  with  the 
750  is  seen  on  these  pages. 

Yoshima  planned  to  enter  the  bike  in 
American  Motorcyclist  .Association  (AM  A) 
Superbike  Production  races,  but  ran  out  of 
time  Irving  to  assemble  pieces  and  cimiplete 
development  work  before  the  season  ended. 
In  fact,  two  weeks  before  we  rode  the  bike, 
the  engine  hadn't  been  assembled  for  the 
first  time  and  Yoshima  was  still  fabricating 
parts.  Because  frame  and  suspension  work 
hasn't  been  completed  and  tested,  we  will 
concentrate  on  the  engine  modifications. 
Readers  should  realize  that  although  des- 
tined for  the  racetrack,  the  engine  is  still  in 
the  early  stages  of  development  and  re- 
quires much  work  to  be  a  competitive 
Superbike.  However,  many  of  the  changes 
already  made  and  the  parts  already  in- 


stalled are  applicable  to  and  available 
for-street  use.  In  many  cases,  the  parts  are 
the  first  of  their  kind  available  for  the  749cc 
dohc  Honda  750. 

Part  of  the  extra  displacement  comes 
from  68mm,  168-gram  cast  pistons  manu- 
factured to  Yt)shima's  specifications  by  the 
same  Japanese  firm  that  builds  OEM 
Honda  pistons.  The  stock  62mm  cast 
piston  weighs  155g.  Each  piston  has  two 
conventional  steel,  1.2mm-thick  compres- 
sion rings  and  one  three-piece  oil-control 
ring.  Compression  ratio  without  milling 
the  head  is  1 1.3: 1. 

The  stock  cylinder  liners  cannot  tolerate 
a  6mm  bore  increase,  so  Yoshima  ma- 
chines out  the  cylinder  block  and  installs 
oversize  cast  iron  liners  with  a  2.5mm  wall 
thickness.  Stock  liner  wall  thickness  is 
3.75mm. 

The  rest  of  the  displacement  comes  from 


a  stroke  increased  from  62nini  to  69mr 
installing  a  CB900  crankshaft,  ("omp, 
to  the  stock  CB750's  2 1.1 -lb.  crank, 
standard  CB90()  cankshaft  weighs  26. 
and  the  counterweights  are  larger 
shaped  ditTerently.  Where  the  CB7j 
counterweights  taper  from  13mm  at  { 
thickest  down  to  9mm.  the  CB900's  ci 
terweights  are  not  as  cut  down  on  the  a 
and  have  a  less  pronounced  taper,  g 
from  a  maximum  thickness  of  21mm  d 
to  13mm.  Yoshima  polishes  the  cranks 
to  reduce  oil  friction  in  the  crankcase 
also  chamfers  the  oil  delivery  holes  or 
crank  journals  to  increase  the  oil  supp 
the  bearings.  | 
To  make  sure  that  the  plain  bearingi 
enough  oil  even  at  the  10.300  rpm  red 
Yoshima  modifies  the  oil  pump  by  s 
ming  up  the  pressure  relief  spring  an 
increasing  pump  output  volume  wi 


cer  pump  rotor.  The  shimmed  relief 
ig  and  the  larger  rotor  increase  oil 
sure  (at  operating  temperatures)  to 
jt  90  psi. 

jbrication  is  especially  critical  in  the 
of  the  connecting  rod  bearings,  which 
on  oil  for  both  lubrication  and 
ing. 

jshima  has  found  that  the  answer  to 
juate  con  rod  bearing  life  is  to  hold 
ing  surface  clearance  close  to  the  ser- 
minimum  of  0.021mm  to  0.025mm 
to  increase  bearing  side  clearance 

I  the  usual  stock  0.05mm  to  near  the 
ice  limit  of  0.02 1  mm,  or  even  past  the 
ice  limit  to  0.025mm.  In  combination 

the  oil  pump  modification  and  the 
nal  oil  hole  chamfering,  the  bearing 
ranee  changes  increase  the  flow  of 
ing  oil  through  the  connecting  rod 
ings,  heading  off  any  problems  or 
ire  caused  by  gauling  or  seizure, 
lima  swears  by  Ams/Oil  lOw-40  syn- 
c  motor  oil,  and  says  that  experience 

his  high-revving  CB400F  engines  has 
/n  that  the  Ams/Oil  is  best  for  pre- 
ing  bearing  problems. 

II  bearings  are  standard  CB900F  Kel- 
F770  material,  which  is  designed  for 
-output  engines  and  which  works  just 
in  Yoshima's  engine. 

CB900  Hy-Vo  primary  chain,  (which 
ghtly  longer  than  the  CB750  primary 
n),  must  be  used  with  the  CB900 
kshaft.  The  standard  750  jackshaft  is 
ned,  but  the  primary  ratio  changes 
I  1.166:1  to  1:1  because  both  the 
:ket  on  the  900  crankshaft  and  the 
;ket  on  the  750  jackshaft  are  the  same 
with  28  teeth  each.  (The  750  crank  has 
-tooth  primary  gear.) 
Dnnecting  rods  are  always  a  weak  point 
1  pumping  lots  of  extra  horsepower 
a  plain-bearing  motorcycle  engine, 
this  one  is  no'diflferent.  Yoshima  re- 
;s  the  CB900F*s  standard  steel  rods 
ch  weigh  376  grams  compared  to  the 
50"s  363g  rods)  with  4130  chrome- 
'  connecting  rods  built  by  Carillo  to 
ima's  blueprints.  Yoshima  sells  the 
itructable  Carillo  rods,  which  weigh 
.  for  $80  each— which  is  a  lot  less 
nsive  than  buying  new  crankcases 
l-sawed  by  a  broken  stock  rod. 
le  Carillo  rods  are  identical  to  the 
Jard  CB900F  rods  in  center-to-center 
th.  measuring  1 17.2mm.  But  that's 
er  than  the  standard  CB750F's  rod 
th  of  114.5mm  measured  center-to- 
;r.  To  compensate  for  the  extra  stroke. 
:ombustion  chamber  must  be  located 
ler  away  from  the  crankcases.  Since 
\  Superbike  Production  rules  man- 
the  use  of  standard  cylinder  castings, 
lima  couldn't  bolt  on  a  CB900  cylin- 
Instead.  he  machined  a  half-inch  thick 
linum  plate  to  fit  between  the  crank- 
s  and  the  cylinder  base.  Yoshima 
itersunk  the  head  an  equal  amount> 


To  avoid  the  shim-spitting  problems  associ- 
ated with  high-lift  cams.  Yoshima  modified 
the  stock  valve  buckets  by  grinding  off  the 
shim  retaining-lip  and  relocating  a  smaller 
shim  underneath,  between  bucket  and  valve 
stem. 


A  piece  of  precisely-shaped,  high-tempera- 
ture silicone  rubber  holds  a  shim  (not  seen) 
in  place  underneath  the  bucket. 


Shim  used  by  Yoshima  in  valve-bucket  experiments  (far  left)  was  much  smaller  and  lighter 
than  stock  shims  for  (from  right)  KZ1000.  CB750F.  KZ650. 


Hard-welded,  re-ground  Ontario  camshaft  (left)  has  more  lift  and  more  duration  than  stacker 
Intake  cams  are  shown. 


CB900FZ crankshaft  increases  stroke  to  69mm.  compared  to  stock  CB750's  62mm.  Counter- 
weights are  polished,  journal  oil  feed  holes  chamfered  to  increase  oil  flow  to  bearings. 
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Indestructable  chrome-moly  rod  (left)  made 
byCarillo  to  Yoshima's  blueprints  weighs 
339  grams  compared  to  stock  CB900  rod  s 
376g,  CB750  rod's  363g. 


Yostiima's  68mm,  1 1.3:1  piston  (left)  boosts  displacement  to  1002cc.  A  stock  62mm  CB'/ 
piston  is  shown  at  right. 


around  the  cylinder  stud  holes  so  that  the 
standard  cyhnder  studs  and  nuts  could  be 
used. 

The  key  to  horsepower  lies  in  the  cylin- 
der head,  and  like  many  tuners,  Yoshima  is 
reluctant  to  discuss  his  methodology  in 
detail.  He  will,  however,  talk  about  the 
basic  changes  and  results. 

According  to  Yoshima.  the  stock  cylin- 
der head  design  is  pretty  good  as  it  comes 
from  the  factory,  but  he  slightly  modifies 
the  combustion  chamber  shape  and 
smooths  out  the  contours  of  the  casting. 
Yoshima  believes  in  polishing  his  cylinder 
heads  and  says  that  his  work  increases 
head  flow  on  his  flow  bench-measured  at 
9.5mm  of  valve  lift-from  82  cubic  feet  per 
minute  (cfm)  to  95  cfm  in  the  intake  tract 
and  from  73  cfm  to  82  cfm  in  the  exhaust 
tract. 

Valves  are  lightened  and  polished  stock- 
ers,  25mm  intake  and  22mm  exhaust,  with 
four  valves  per  cylinder.  Valve  guides  are 
stock.  S&W  racing  CB750  valve  springs 
were  too  short  and  had  to  be  shimmed 
5mm.  Yoshima  hardwelds  the  standard 
camshafts  and  regrinds  them.  Intake  cam 
timing  opens  the  valves  at  20°  BTDC  and 
closes  them  50°  ABDC.  measured  at  1mm 
lift,  for  a  duration  of  250°.  Exhaust  cam 
timing  opens  the  valves  at  50°  BBDC  and 
closes  them  20°  ATDC,  again  with  I  mm 
lift  as  the  starting  and  ending  point  of  the 
measurement,  for  a  duration  of  250°.  In- 
take valve  lift  is  8.7mm.  exhaust  valve  lift 
8.3mm. 

For  comparison,  the  stock  CB750F  in- 
take cam  opens  the  valves  5°  BTDC  and 
closes  them  at  35°  ABDC.  while  the  stock 
exhaust  cam  opens  the  valves  at  35°  BBDC 
and  closes  them  at  5°  ATDC.  all  measured 
at  1mm  lift,  for  220°  duration  for  both 
intake  and  exhaust.  The  stock  intake  cam- 
shaft has  7.5mm  of  lift,  and  the  stock 


exhaust  cam  has  8.0mm  lift.  Valve  clear- 
ance is  set  at  0.006  in. 

Yoshima  also  ground  a  more  radical  set 
of  camshafts,  the  intake  opening  30° 
BTDC  and  dosing  60°  ABDC.  the  exhaust 
opening  60°  BBDC  and  closing  30°  ATDC 
for  durations  of  270°  with  measurements 
taken  from  and  to  1mm  lift.  Lift  on  the 
wilder  camshafts  is  9.8mm  intake  and 
8.5mm  exhaust.  With  those  cams  in  place, 
Yoshima's  bike  churned  out  135  bhp  on  his 
dyno.  but  problems  developed  with  the 
valve  cups. 

Valve  lash  adjustment  shims  ride  on  top 
of  the  stock  valve  cups,  but  radical,  high- 
lift  camshafts  can  kick  adjustment  shims 
out  of  place— and  through  the  cylinder 
head  casting-at  high  rpm.  While  the  stock 
cups  and  shims  work  fine  with  the  milder 
20/50.  50/20  camshaft;  Yoshima  had  to 
come  up  with  a  difl"erent  set-up  for  his  30/ 
60.  60/30  grind. 

With  no  time  to  manufacture  racing- 
style  valve  cups  (which  have  the  adjust- 
ment shim  located  underneath,  between 
the  cup  and  the  valve  stem  tip).  Yoshima 
tried  to  convert  the  stock  cups.  He  ground 
ofl"  the  shim-retaining  lip  and  installed  a 
piece  of  shaped  high-temperature  silicone 
rubber  underneath  each  cup  to  hold  a 
small  adjustment  shim  in  place. 

Yoshima  used  racing  kit  shims  originally 
made  for  an  800cc,  dohc.  water-cooled 
Honda  car  engine.  The  tiny  shims  weigh 
about  (depending  upon  thickness)  2.5 
grams,  compared  to  about  lOg  for  a  stock 
CB750F  shim.  15g  for  a  stock  Kawasaki 
KZIOOO.  and  4g  for  a  Kawasaki  KZ650 
(which  has  shim-underneath  valve  buck- 
ets). The  valve  cup  itself  weighed  30g  after 
modification,  compared  to  a  stocker's  45g. 

Because  a  hardened  shim  rides  atop  the 
Stock  buckets  in  standard  application,  the 
cup  itself  isn't  heat  treated.  So  when  the 


bucket  lip  was  ground  off"  and  the  bo 
of  the  shim-holding  well  became  the 
face  bearing  against  the  camshaft 
excessive  wear  resulted.  Yoshima  rctrc 
to  the  20/50.  50/20  camshafts  and 
stock  buckets  and  shims,  and  couldn' 
his  modified  buckets  heat  treated  in 
for  this  article. 

The  Hy-Vo  cam  chain  running  Iron 
crankshaft  to  the  exhaust  cam  is  a  CI 
part,  and  is  longer  than  the  CB750 
chain.  The  second  cam  chain,  which 
from  the  exhaust  cam  to  the  intake  c;i 
a  stock  750  part. 

The  stock  Honda  transistorized,  in 
live  ignition  system  is  used,  with  the  tit 
advanced  2.5°  from  stock,  to  33.5°  B 
at  engine  speeds  over  30(X)  rpm. 
copper-core,  silicone-rubber-insul 
plug  wires  are  used  with  NGK  DI2E  s 
plugs. 

Yoshima's  hand-bent  exhaust  sy; 
weighs  12.5  lb.  compared  to  the  s 
pipe's  29.5  lb.  Head  pipe  o.d.  is  4 1  mm 
38mm  inside  diameter.  The  stocker's 
ble-wall  (to  prevent  blueing  of  the  chn 
exhaust  head  pipes  have  a  38mni  o.d. ; 
22mm  i.d.  Yoshima's  head  pipes  ar 
equal  length,  27.5  in.  long.  The  tail  set 
is  30.7  in.  long,  including  a  10.6-in.  m 
phone  tapering  from  2.8  in.  o.d.  to  4. 
o.d.  at  the  end.  A  3.0-in.  o.d.  pcrfoi 
tube  baflFIe  is  wrapped  with  fibergla.ss 
brazed  into  the  megaphone. 

The  carburetors  are  31mm  Keihin 
racing  carbs  fitted  with  2-in.  veli 
stacks.  As  tested,  the  carbs  had  1 18  i 
jets,  #200  air  jets,  #CZ  jet  needles 
the  clip  located  in  the  4th  position 
top.  #3  throttle  slides,  #60  slowjci 
the  air  screw  I  Va  turns  off"  the  seat, 
level  was  set  at  22.5mm. 

Power  delivery  is  close  to  stock, 
clutch  is  standard  except  for  stro 
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Detail  photos  by  Brian  I 

I 


gs  with  an  additional  10  lb.  rating,  up 
25  to  35  lb.  The  transmission  is  stock, 
foshima  ground  all  the  teeth  off  the 
ash  auxiliary  gear  located  on  the  end 
;  jackshaft.  That  gear  was  designed  to 
:e  lash  noise  between  the  jackshaft 
:lutch  basket,  running  in  place  with 
ickshaft  output  gear,  but  having  one 
ooth.  Since  gear  noise  isn't  a  concern 
)shima.  he  removed  the  teeth  to  re- 
friction. 

1  Yoshima's  dyno,  his  engine  makes 
(hp  at  10,000  rpm.  and  78.8  ft.  lb.  of 
e  at  8.000  rpm.  It's  hard  to  judge 
r  output  from  figures  given  by  engine 
s.  because  like  prices  and  college 
:s.  those  figures  seem  increasingly  af- 
d  by  inflation.  At  the  dragstrip, 
ima's  bike  turned  a  best  of  10.94  sec. 
3.22  mph.  running  a  road  racing  slick 
lo  wheelie  bar.  Granted,  the  rider  had 
y  difficult  time  coming  off  the  line 
ise  the  bike  wanted  to  flip  over  back- 
s  whenever  given  more  than  half 
le  in  first  gear.  But  terminal  speeds 
lot  much  affected  by  the  starting 
h.  (The  optimum  E.T.  for  a  126  mph 
nal  speed  is  about  10.80  sec), 
jging  by  the  bike's  full-tank  wet 
It  of  474  lb.,  the  rider  weight  of  140  lb. 
lie  quarter-mile  terminal  speed  of  126 
the  engine  makes  about  120  bhp. 
148-lb.  (full  tank)  Yoshimura  R&D  of 
ica  GSIO(X)  Superbike  we  tested  in 
1979  turned  10.66  sec.  at  132.74  mph, 
t  right  for  the  133  horsepower 
led  by  Yoshimura  R&D.  Clearly, 
ma's  bike  is  down  on  power  at  this 
.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
muras  have  been  working  on  and 
oping  their  Suzuki  Superbike  for  two 
now. 

nsidering  that  Yoshima  had  only 
of  parts  and  a  disassembled  motor- 
lying  on  his  shop  floor  two  weeks 
e  we  rode  his  bike,  he's  definitely  got 
d  starting  point.  With  the  1979  road 
I  season  over,  Yoshima  has  all  winter 
)rk  on  his  engine  before  Daytona 

)re  important,  he's  got  big-bore  parts 
igh-performance  streeters.  Even  with 
R  Keihin  carbs.  which  are  notorious 
illing  low-and-middle-range  power, 
ike  pulled  from  3000  rpm.  accelerated 
above  5000  rpm  and  gained  rpm 
itly  from  6000  rpm  to  the  10.300  rpm 
le.  With  a  set  of  29mm  Mikuni 
thbores.  the  mid-range  and  low-end 
1  be  dramatically  better,  and  Yoshi- 
engine  would  make  a  very  strong, 
lie-prone  l(X)Occ  street  bike, 
t  the  thing  for  the  man  who  thinks 
re's  no  such  thing  as  too  much  power 
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Ontario  Moto  Tech  Corp. 
6850  Vineland  Ave..  Unit  16 
N.  Hollywood.  Calif.  91605 
(213)  766-7101 


Standard  cylinder  liners  are  pressed  out,  new,  thinner  and  larger  liners  installed. 


This  'A  in.  aluminum  spacer  plate  allows  Yoshima  to  use  the  standard  CB750F  cylinder  in  spite 
of  7mm  stroke  increase. 


Yoshima  believes  in  polishing  his  cylinder  heads  and  claims  a  flow  increase  of  over  10  percent 
over  stock. 
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KOMMSAKI  KESSO 

An  Example  of  How  Far  Two-Stroke  Dual  Purpose  Bikes  Have  Cor 


"  Dual  purpose  bikes 
aren't  faster  than 
speeding  bullets,  can't 
leap  tall  buildings  in  a 
single  bound  and 
aren't  more  powerful 
than  locomotives.  In- 
stead, they're  the  mild 
mannered  reporters 
of  the  motorcycling 
world.  Consequently,  they're  less  exciting 
to  ride  than  the  latest  superbikes  or  the 
trickest  new  enduros  or  motocrossers.  Most 
of  the  interest  in  dual  purpose  bikes  for  the 
last  couple  of  years  has  centered  around  all 
the  new  four-stroke  dual  purpose  ma- 
chines. 

That  doesn't  mean  the  conventional 
two-stroke  dual  purpose  bike  has  been 
ignored  by  the  factories  that  produce  them. 
Take  Kawasaki's  KE250,  for  instance. 

Kawasaki  didn't  get  into  the  two-stroke 
Single  dual-purpose  business  until  Ya- 
maha had  a  strong  following  for  the  origi- 
nal DT-1  and  the  Suzuki  TS250  was  a 
common  sight  on  streets  and  trails.  Lately 
the  KE250  has  been  overshadowed  by  the 
Honda  XL-copy  KL250and  even  the  KLX 
four-stroke  dirt  bike.  Still,  the  KE  shows 
remarkable  refinement  for  what  it  is. 

The  motor  is  the  by-now-standard 
piston  port  two-stroke  Single,  but  with  a 
few  added  twists.  Most  noticeable  is  the 
Electrofusion  cylinder.  Kawasaki's  moto- 
crossers and  the  KDX  enduro  machine  use 
the  specially  coated  aluminum  cylinder  to 
keep  weight  down  and  to  avoid  seizure 
under  high  output,  maximum  power  use. 
So  here's  a  slightly  heavy  (284  lb.  with  a 
half  tank  of  fuel)  dual-purpose  bike  with  a 
mildly  tuned  motor  and  it  uses  the  same 
process. 

Obviously,  Kawasaki  believes  in  the 
Electrofusion  cylinder.  It's  not  like 
chrome-bore  aluminum  cylinders.  Instead, 
the  inner  surface  is  sprayed  into  the  cylin- 
der bore  by  exploding  carbon  steel  and 
molybdenum  wires  with  high  voltage.  The 
thin  coating  transmits  heat  quickly  to  re- 


duce engine  temperature,  allows  closer 
piston-to-cylinder  clearances  because  the 
cylinder  and  piston  are  expanding  at  the 
same  rate,  and  is  supposed  to  become 
better  impregnated  with  oil  to  reduce 
seizure. 

But  an  Electrofusion  cylinder  isn't  per- 
fect. It  can't  be  bored  out  when  it's  worn,  as 
can  a  conventional  iron-lined  cylinder,  so 
maintenance  costs  can  be  more  expensive. 
Perhaps  the  cylinder  will  last  longer  in  the 
KE  than  it  has  in  a  staff-raced  KX  due  to 
the  KE's  oil  injection  and  less  severe  use. 
Only  time  will  tell. 

Other  details  of  the  motor  are  normal 
enough:  CDI  ignition,  smallish  28mm 
Mikuni  carb,  66  x  72.8mm  bore  and  stroke, 
five-speed  transmission.  Ancillary  items, 
though,  are  surprisingly  trick.  The  exhaust 
system  clamps  to  the  cylinder  with  two 
springs,  it's  routed  close  to  the  bike,  with- 
out any  sections  being  flattened  to  clear 
the  machine  or  the  rider,  it  includes  a 
forest-legal  spark  arrester  and  it's  quiet 
enough  not  to  offend  neighbors.  Behind 
the  carburetor  is  a  large  airbox  with  an 
inlet  tube  connected  to  the  large  backbone 
of  the  frame.  Intake  air  comes  from  the 
back  of  the  steering  head  under  the  back- 
bone where  it's  clean  and  up  high  enough 
for  water  crossings.  However,  the  lop  of  the 
airbox  has  four  easily  sealed  holes  that 
cancel  the  effectiveness  of  the  impressive 
air  intake.  Under  the  engine,  bolted  to  the 
frame,  is  a  plastic  skid  plate. 

Japanese  steel  mills  will  be  working 
overtime  to  produce  enough  steel  for  the 
KE's  frame,  if  the  KE  sells  well.  The  frame 
is  beefy  enough  to  support  a  motor  twice 
as  big  as  the  250.  There's  enough  gusseting 
between  the  huge  backbone  and  the  single 
downtube  to  cast  an  anchor.  Mostly  the 
KE  frame  is  like  the  KL  frame,  only  better. 
There's  a  longer,  larger,  oval-section  swing 
arm  with  ample  cross  bracing  near  the 
pivot  that  connects  to  the  frame  in  an  area 
with  even  more  gusseting.  The  longer 
swing  arm  enables  the  shocks  to  cant  for- 
ward at  a  sharp  angle  so  the  3.8  in.  of  shock 


travel  will  yield  5.5  in.  of  rear  wheel  tn 
Unlike  the  KL's  29°  steering  head  ar 
the  KE  uses  a  30°  steering  head  ar 
which  probably  isn't  an  improvem 
There's  also  a  little  more  ground  cleari 
on  the  KE  than  on  the  KL,  but  it's 
nothing  to  write  home  about  at  9.3 
Altogether  the  KE  frame  is  a  nice  [ 
form,  strong  and  stable  .  .  .  and  heav; 

Brakes  for  the  KE  are  the  same  as  tn 
on  the  KL.  housed  in  half-width.  s( 
conical  hubs  front  and  rear,  the  fro: 
beautiful  polished  hub.  the  rear  left  w 
rough-cast  housing. 

Other  amenities  on  the  KE  inclu( 
steering  head-mounted  ignition  sw 
that  includes  a  fork  lock,  speedom 
with  resettable  trip  meter  (enduro  st 
and  a  tachometer.  Pegs  are  cleated  n 
with  weak  return  springs.  The  brake  p 
has  a  cleated  tip,  but  isn't  folding,  n( 
the  shift  lever.  The  frame  includes  a  co 
nient  grab  handle  behind  the  long  seal 
the  swing  arm  has  passenger  foolj 
boiled  on.  The  hinged  seal  lifts  up  to  re 
a  convenient  plastic  tool  pouch  held 
tween  the  top  frame  rails.  Under  the 
box  is  an  easy-to-change  air  filter  eler 
with  a  dry  foam  outer  element  lilting 
a  treated  paper  inner  element.  Nifty. 

For  the  most  part,  the  pieces  that  n 
the  KE250  are  excellent.  The  motor  s 
easily,  needing  to  be  choked  when  cold 
a  smooth  Single  with  no  temperamer 
problems.  It  will  lug  from  its  idle  spee 
1500  rpm  all  the  way  up  to  the  7500 
redline  without  any  flat  spots  in  acce 
lion  or  any  big  surges  of  power.  The  ir 
mission  shifts  smoothly  and  preci 
without  false  neutrals  and  without  e> 
sive  pressure  needed.  Kawasaki  claim; 
motor  puts  of  22.5  bhp  at  6500  rpm 
that  it  has  19.8  ft.lb.  of  torque  at  5500 1 
neither  figure  being  particularly  large, 
indicating  a  mildly-tuned  powcrplant 

On  the  street  the  KE  accelerates  e; 
with  the  flow  of  traffic,  gets  57  mp 
ordinary  use,  will  cruise  happily  a 
slightly  above  the  national  speed  limit 
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Long-Stroke  KE  motor  uses  Electrofusion 
cylinder  and  has  oil  injection  lubrication. 


Plastic  skid  plate  is  ligtitweight  and  doesn  't 
interfere  with  sidecover  removal. 


Forest-legal  spark  arrester  is  part  of  the 
effective  silencer  The  exhaust  pipe  is  routed 
carefully  so  it  isn't  flattened  to  fit  the  bike. 
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Air  intake  comes  through  frame  backbone, 
but  holes  on  top  of  air  cleaner  cover  also 
admit  air  from  under  the  seat. 


Oval-section  swing  arm  and  canted  shi^ 
provide  a  minimal  5.5  in.  of  rear  wheel  tr.y 
Shocks  use  two  springs  and  aren 't  rebd 
able. 


has  a  top  speed  of  75  mph  al  redline./ 
For  a  dual  purpose  machine,  the  bn 
on  the  KK  are  excellent.  The  from  brat 
powerful,  has  good  contR)!.  and  takes  i 
inial  pressure  lo  operate.  1  he  rear  bd 
can  be  locked  at  will,  but  doesn't 
unless  a  rider  wants  it  to.  OH"  roadL 
brakes  are  ever\  bit  as  nice  as  thev  an 
pavement.  The\  are  pov^ertul  and  conn 
lable  and  there's  minimal  lade  in  noir 
use.  though  a  hoi  lap  through  ihe  I 
mountain  road  w  ill  make  the  brakes  II 


Handling  is  limited  by  the  trials  i 
both  on  and  off  road.  It's  not  a  questio 
one  brand  of"  trials  tires  being  belts 
worse  than  another,  it'sjusi  that  trials  i 
are  a  compromise  that  don't  lend  tH 
selves  to  sporting  use  either  on  the  roiu 
off  road.  A  knobby  wi>rks  f  ar  better  in. 
dirt  and  is  more  predictable  on  ihc  p| 
ment.  but  isn't  street  legal,  though  m 
people  get  away  with  using  knobhys  oif 
street.  On  the  KE  the  tires  allow  modih 
cornering  and  hard  braking  on  ihe  si-' 
but  make  the  front  of  the  bike  slide  e.t 
sively  in  the  dirt.  Even  sliding  way  uu 
the  long,  narrow  gas  tank  and  turning^ 
a  berm  doesn't  make  the  KE  steer  wea 
the  payement.  A  steeper  steering 
could  help  a  little,  but  it  would  take  a 
knobby  lire  to  eliminate  the  skatim 
from.  If  the  KE  were  styled  more  liki> 
modern  motocrossers.  with  a  short 
and  seat  moved  forward,  it  wi)uld  be  e'j 
for  a  rider  to  slide  foryvard  to  gam  ste«; 
control. 

()ff-rt)ad  handling  is  also  hampero' 
the  weight.  At  284  lb.  the  KE  is  II 
lighter  than  the  KL.  but  it's  heavier": 
Honda's  XL25()  four-strtike.  Most  oc 
weight  is  in  the  strong  frame,  but  tH 
unnece.s.sary  weight  in  the  headlight,  sf. 
lights  and  gauges  on  the  KE.  Remoi 
the  front  signal  lights  isn't  an  easy  jra 
the  lights  are  bolted  to  a  steel  rod  I 
welded  to  the  headlight  bracket.  It  vwi 
coniinueJ  on  pu\ 
Copyrighted  ii^ateria 
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FOUOWntt  LEADER. 

Once  you  decide  to  go  for  it,  there  are  no 
compromises.  You've  got  to  have  the  one  machine 
that  dominates  its  class. 

And  this  year,  it  doesn't  matter^^^a^  is 
400  cc,  750  cc,  or  1000  cc.  the  n1^¥^^MP(fenda. 

So  when  you  decide  to  be  out  in  front  of 
everyone  else,  there's  only  one  decision  left  to  make. 

How  far. 


/ 


/4 


Photographed  with  professional  riders  at  Willow  Springs  International  Raceway. 


OUT  THE  DOOH.  Oi 
INTO  THE  RECORD 


Out  on  the  racetrack,  you'll  see  exactly 
what  makes  one  motorcycle  better  than  another. 
The  power.  The  acceleration.  The  reliability.  The 
handling.  The  brakes.  And  that's  where  these  total 
performance  machines  have  been  proving 
themselves.  Again  and  again. 

THEOS750F 

Back  in  1969,  we  introduced  the  first  Honda 
750.  And  it  made  such  an  impression  on  the  critics 
that  they  invented  a  whole  new  word  just  to 
describe  it. 

Superbike. 

In  1979,  we  introduced  a  completely  re- 
thought version  of  this  phenomenal  machine.  And 
the  critics  didn't  waste  any  time  getting  it  out  on  the 
track.  In  fact,  if  you  picked  up  a  motorcycle  maga- 
zine with  a  road  test  of  the  CB750F;  there's  only  one 
way  to  describe  the  reviews. 

Raves. 

Take  a  close  look  at  the  1980  CB750F^ 


and  you'll  see  where  all  the  excitement  is  coming 
from.  Start  with  the  engine.  A  749  cc  DOHC  power- 
plant  with  a  Rientroof^"  combustion  chamber  and 
16  valves  that  just  breathe  horsepower.  Four 
30  mm  CV  carburetors  with  an  accelerator  pump. 
And  pointless  inductive  ignition. 

Then  look  at  the  way  it  handles.  Those  tunec 
four-into-two  pipes  tuck  right  up  under  the  frame 
rails  for  lots  of  clearance.  Because  we  designed 
everything  to  work  together.  The  tough,  double- 
cradle  frame.  The  geometry.  The  low-stiction 
forks.  The  needle-bearing  swingarm  pivot.  The 
aluminum-alloy  ComStar™  wheels.  The  tubeless 
tires.  The  all-new  externally-adjustable  30- 
A     setting  shock  absorbers.  And  thanks  to  thos 
^    three  big  disc  brakes,  it  stops  as  well  as  it  go 
I      We  don't  have  to  say     --^  much  about  the 


^  IWE  TMCK. 
OK. 


ling  here.  Because  if  you  own  a  CB750F;  you'll 
e  every  last  detail.  And  if  you  don't,  you  just  can't 
predate  all  those  tremendous  little  touches. 

You'll  be  so  busy  trying  to  catch  up,  you'll 
>/er  get  a  good  look. 

THE  CB400f  HAWK'' 

Take  a  look  at  the  410  cc  Box  Stock  Class, 
u'll  see  the  1979  AFM  Number  One  plate— 
a  1979  Hawk  fitted  with  low  handlebars  and 
jdracing  tires. 

And  for  1980,  you'll  see  the  same  big-bore, 
ra-short-stroke,  high  revving  395  cc  twin.  The 
Tie  three  valves  per  cylinder,  Pentroof  head, 
mm  CV carburetors,  hot-sparking  electronic 
lition,  and  exclusive     Power  Chamber™  exhaust 


system.  All  pumping  red-hot  gobs  of  horsepower 
into  a  new  quick-shifting,  six-speed  gearbox. 

But  this  year,  you'll  get  all  this  record  per- 
formance in  a  brand  new  package.  Because  now 
the  Hawk  has  the  same  all-business  styling  as  the 
other  two  all-out  machines  in  the  Honda  High 
Performance  Series:  the  CB750F  and  the  CBX. 

HONDA 

FOLLOW  WE  LEADER. 


THE  MAXIMUM  S7i 


THE CBX 

This  is  more  of  a  motorcycle  than  you've  ever 
known.  More  acceleration.  More  performance. 
More  breakthrough  technology.  And  it  tells  you  so. 
Even  when  it's  just  sitting  there,  with  those  six  pipes 
shining  in  the  sun. 

This  is  it,  all  right.  Six  cylinders.  24  valves. 
1047  cc.  Far  and  away  the  most  impressive  motor- 
cycle in  the  world. 

But  no  matter  how  much  you've  heard  about 
the  CBX,  you'll  never  know  how  much  of  a  motor- 
cycle it  really  is.  Not  until  you  take  it  in  both  hands 
and  climb  on  board. 

Start  it  up.  The  engine  is  smooth  and  quiet. 
More  like  a  luxury  sedan  than  the  world's  most 
intense  motorcycle. 

Slip  away  from  the  curb.  Maybe  you  were 
expecting  a  thoroughbred  sports  machine  like  this 


to  be  high-strung  and  twitchy.  But  it's  not.  Even  in 
stop-and-go  traffic,  the  CBX  is  docile,  cooperative, 
and  predictable. 

Then  head  for  the  backroads.  And  brace 
yourself  for  the  experience  of  a  lifetime.  You  knew 
it  was  going  to  be  fast.  You  knew  it  was  going  to 
perform.  But  you  didn't  know  it  was  going  to  be 
anything  like  this. 

Obviously,  this  is  a  motorcycle  you'll  have  to. 
know  more  about. 

And  the  best  place  to  start  is  with  the  hand  11 
Because  we  designed  A  the  chassis  specifically 
to  work  with  the  tre-   A  mendous  torque  the 
engine  produces.  By  ^  making  the  engine  itsel 
stressed  member  of  the  \  diamond  configuration 


frame.  For  maximum 


flex-resistance. 


-iercely  Competitive  and  Nearly  Equal. 


in't  care  today,  that  all  they  want  to  do  is 
on  their  dufls  and  watch  the  tube? 
>Tong.  No  sooner  did  that  kid's  bike  test 
the  newsstands  than  we  were  swamped 
llh  letters.  They  all  began  with  the  same 
[juest.  a  test  of  the  real  minibikes.  the 
fl-hot  racers.  From  there  they  branched 
')0  the  brand  names  and  models,  as  in  mv 
s/uki  can  beat  any  Yamaha  in  our  club. 
LJ  my  Honda  XR75  is  the  fastest  bike  in 
;  neighborhood. 
So  all  right.  Enough. 
VWe'li  do  the  group  test,  for 
iini-  motocrossers. 

rrhis  test  is  more  than  that,  though. 
IFirsl.  a  note  for  parents,  repeating  our 
marks  from  previous  tests  of  kid  motor- 
u;les.  The  motocross  models  from  three 
J  the  big  four  are  competition  machines, 
jiey  have  highly  tuned  engines.  The  sus- 
rmsions  are  designed  to  work  at  speed,  on 


1  ^ 


^^^^  *  x<; 
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a  motocross  track.  The  true  pocket  rockets 
are  faster  than  many  trail  bikes  with  twice 
the  displacement.  They'll  carry  the  front 
wheel  through  all  the  gears  with  a  fully 
grown  man  aboard. 

There  are  reasons  for  this.  Minicycle 
racing  is  important.  Most  local  tracks  and 
clubs  have  classes  for  the  80s.  with  sub- 
classes for  beginner,  novice,  expert,  etc. 
There  are  national  championships.  There 
are  specialist  shops  dealing  in  speed 
equipment.  Just  like  grownups,  in  short, 
(gasp!)  and  because  there  is  a  demand  for 
full-race  kid  bikes,  there  is  a  supply. 
Kawasaki.  Suzuki  and  Yamaha  each  build 
racers,  for  racing,  along  with  the  various 
50cc  to  lOOcc  play.  kid.  trail  and  camping 
bikes.  Because  the  motocross  crowd  pays 
attention  to  details  and  technical  advances 


exhaust  restriction  so  dad  has  final  sa^ 
how  fast  is  fast  enough. 

The.se    four  non-motocrosscrs 
described  later  in  this  section. 

For  the  main  motocross  group. 
devi.sed  what  we  believe  to  be  an  accu 
reflection  of  life  in  the  world  of  minibi 

The  discerning  reader  will  notice  i 
the  kids  in  the  test  are  in  scale.  They  rc 
are  kids,  ages  12  to  16.  rather  than  la 
teens  wringing  out  bikes  too  small 
them. 

Next,  the  kids  have  style.  The  rii 
group  was  recruited  from  staflTfamilies 
neighborhoods.  Most  of  them,  cspcci 
the  riders  in  the  action  and  race  photos 
in  fact  race  at  local  tracks.  They  have 
equipment,  right  down  to  motocross  be 
pants  and  jerseys. 


and  race  results,  the  three  factories  each 
have  done  the  complete  job.  The  mini- 
crossers  are  serious  motorcycles,  scaled 
down  for  serious  kids. 

Nor  is  that  all.  Some  kids  don't  race, 
either  because  the  old  man  won't  spring 
for  it  or  won't  allow  it.  or  because  there  is 
no  local  track,  or  becau.se  riding  is  just  as 
much  fun  as  racing.  And  there  are  really 
tiny  bikes,  tot  bikes  as  opposed  to  kid 
bikes,  designed  for  the  smallest  of 
beginners  and  not  just  for  racing.  While  we 
were  rounding  up  and  testing  the  mini- 
monsters  we  included  these  other  classes  in 
the  sessions,  in  the  form  of  the  Honda 
XR80.  kid  playbike:  Honda  Z50R.  kid 
bike  with  centrifugal  clutch:  Suzuki 
RM50.  play/mx  in  toddler  scale,  and  the 
Suzuki  JR50.  tiny  tot  bike  with  even  an 
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~hey're  good  riders,  as  dazzling  in 
son  as  they  are  in  the  photos.  (Where 
e  we  when  rich  fathers  were  being 
ided  out?  Why  were  we  born  too  soon?) 
"hey  have  style  and  remember,  these  are 
professionals  or  even  national 
mpions.  You  think  these  kids  look 
>d.  reflect  that  at  just  about  any  local 
;k  in  the  U.S.  you'll  .see  riders  just  as 

5roup  tests  and  Christmas  presents 
le,  when  these  kids  grow  up.  when  the 
t  of  this  bunch  hit  the  national  circuit, 
•ut  the  time  Bob  Hannah  becomes  the 
ind  Old  Man  of  Motocross.  we  are 
ina  have  a  talent  pool  the  world  will  not 
ieve. 

~he  actual  testing  was  done  by  these 
e  demons,  plus  kids  who  ride  for  fun,  in 


the  woods  and  trails.  Several  are  good, 
several  are  just  beginning.  We  asked  them 
all  for  comments  on  handling,  control, 
power,  brakes,  all  the  findings  we'd  make 
ourselves  or  ask  from  any  expert  rider.  The 
testing  was  done  at  a  neighborhood  track, 
beyond  a  farm  whose  owner's  kids  are  in 
the  riding  group.  He  and  his  neighbors 
built  the  track  complete  with  jumps  and 
berms  and  a  water  hole  that  comes  from 
dragging  endless  garden  hoses  out  to  the 
pasture.  No  high  buck  fancy  work  here. 
This  is  a  test  of  racing  bikes  that  are  raced 
by  kids,  on  local  and  homemade  tracks,  so 
those  are  the  conditions  we  created. 

Now.  the  bikes: 
KAWASAKI  KX80 

Kawasaki's  kiddie  racer  is  a  first  year 
effort  from  Team  Green.  Like  its  competi- 


tion, it  looks  like  a  scaled  down  250.  Forks 
are  leading-axle,  long  travel  and  effective. 
Travel  is  6.7  in.  front  and  the  canted  shocks 
allow  6.1  in.  at  the  rear. 

Wheel  sizes  are  14  rear  and  17  front.  The 
smooth  rims  lace  to  beautiful  conical  hubs 
front  and  rear.  The  lightweight  hubs  are 
partly  responsible  for  the  KX  being  the 
lightest  80  in  our  group,  weighing  in  at  144 
lb.  with  half  a  tank  of  premix. 

The  KX  is  powered  by  an  82cc  reed 
controlled  two-stroke  Single  that  churns 
out  a  claimed  15  bhp  at  an  incredible 
1 1.000  rpm.  Strangely,  the  transmission  is 
only  a  five-speed  but  no  one  complained 
about  it  during  the  testing.  Engine  torque 
is  good  enough  to  pull  the  gear  ratios 
without  bogging  and  drag  races  with  the 
other  competitors  proved  them  all  equal.  > 
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Suzuki  RM80  


Yamaha  YZ80 


All  have  powerful  reed  valve  two-stroke  engines.  Suzuki 
and  Yamaha  have  a  six-speed  transmission,  the  Kawasaki 
has  a  five-speed. 


Suzuki  RM80 


Gas  tank  shapes  all  identify  with  larger  racers. 


SI  ZL  Kl  RM8() 

Suzuki's  potent  little  RM80  has  been 
popular  with  the  niini-motocross  crowd 
seemingly  from  its  day  of  introduction. 
The  desirable  midget  racer  is  better  every 
year.  The  reed  induction  two-stroke  engine 
has  new  intake  and  exhaust  porting.  8.2: 1 
compression  ratio.  28mm  Mikuni  carbure- 
tor, new  pipe,  and  a  six-speed  transmis- 
sion. 

Suspension  is  also  improved  for  '79. 
Leading-axle  forks  have  6.5  in.  of  travel 
and  the  cantilevered  gas-charged  shocks 
let  the  rear  wheel  move  5.8  in. 

Front  wheel  size  has  grown  from  16  in. 
to  17  while  the  rear  remains  a  14  in. 
Naturally  both  have  full  tlediied  knobby 


tires  and  mudlcss  rims. 

Stvlmg  was  described  by  most  of  our 
mini-testers  as  neat.  From  its  FIM-legal 
side  number  plates  to  its  fenders,  seat  and 
tank,  the  80  looks  like  a  scaled  down 
RM400. 

YAMAHA  YZ80 

Yamaha's  offering  for  the  80  class  is  a 
mini-motocros.ser  that  is  much  like  big 
brother  right  down  to  the  monoshock  rear 
suspension.  The  rear  shock  has  been  re- 
designed and  travel  extended  to  6.1  in. 
Forks  are  leading-axle  jobs  that  give  6.5  in. 
of  travel. 

A  double  downtube  frame  ties  all  the 
parts  together  and  has  been  strengthened 


this  \car.  T  he  su  ing  arm  is  also  mild  « 
and  uell  triangulated. 

A  3.60-14  rear  tire  drives  the  bike  an, 
2.50-16  leads  the  way.  Both  hubs  are  ; 
width  and  lipless  rims  are  employed. 

The  engine  is  a  reed  inducted  two-stil 
Single  with  a  7.0:1  compression  ratio 
CD!  ignition.  A  six-speed-  transmis:? 
furnishes  a  gear  for  almost  an\  situai 
and  primary  kick  starling  makes  startiii 
stalled  motor  easy. 

Styling  is  somewhat  dated.  The  u 
shape  is  old-fashioned  and  side  nurrr 
plates  aren't  rear-set. 

HOW  THEY  WORK 

The  evaluations  and  criticisms  ofl 
motocrossers  were  made  at  three  \a 
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uzuki  RM80 


Good  waterproof  airboxes  and  foam  filters  are  standard  on 
Ahe  80s. 


Suzuki  RM80 


Yamaha  YZ80 


Kawasaki  KX80 


All  have  cleated,  folding  pegs  and  kick  stands. 


>icipal  rcporlcrs  v^crc  ihc  three  e\pcn- 
ed  racers  ol'  the  proper  size  and  weight 

•  did  the  riding  when  the  bikes  were 
jBg  compared,  hach  of  the  three  ow  ns  an 
Mass  racer,  a  fact  that  is  less  incidental 

n  it  appears. 

^Ihcn  the  other  kids  in  the  neighborhood 
their  turns,  for  the  novice  reaction. 
I  after  thai  lv,o  older  kids.  16  and  up. 
.  larger  (and  more  experienced)  than 
iiSO-class  racers,  did  some  hot  laps  in 
they'd  spot  some  subtle  differences 
'younger  set  missed, 
rlhe  Kawasaki  made  a  good  first  impres- 
on  all  the  riders.  "It's  a  gi>(>d  slider.'" 
Roman,  one  of  the  class  racers,  "the 
ilrols  are  in  the  right  places,  the  back  is 
but  the  front  keeps  the  line  and  the 


rear  doesn't  kick  sidc\va\s.  I  lie  engine  is 
mellow."  (Whatever  that  means.  W'e  forgot 
to  ask  our  kids.) 

Phil,  another  racer  in  the  right  age 
group,  backed  him  up.  "It's  a  good  juniper, 
turns  well,  has  power.  .And  it  feels  safer  to 
me  than  the  Yamaha  does." 

Rand\.  the  third  racer,  said  "Suspension 
is  sol\.  but  It  bites.  Steering  is  okay,  brakes 
are  good,  the  engine  lags  w  hen  you  open 
the  throttle." 

Joe.  the  group's  non-racing  but  experi- 
enced trail  rider,  was  dazzled.  "It  feels 
light,  the  front  end  is  soft  but  I  like  it  like 
that,  and  when  \ou  give  it  gas.  it  goes!" 

The  RM80  came  through  with  equal 
praise. 

Phil:  "It's  nice.  1  think  it's  liot  the  best 


handling.  It  takes  the  jumps  smoothlv.  the 
front  end  doesn't  skate  and  the  engine 
feels  liiNt." 

Roman:  "The  front  end  wanders  in  the 
sand  .some,  but  it's  the  best  slider,  es- 
pecially when  you  put  your  foot  down. 
Good  power,  good  brakes  and  the  rear 
tracks  well." 

Randy:  "Clean.  I  had  some  trouble 
shifting,  it  goes  into  second  hard,  but  the 
rest  of  it  feels  perfect.  Right  there." 

Ne.xt.  the  YZ8U. 

And  a  note  of  caution.  We  were  shuffling 
the  bikes  around  to  make  sure  each  kid  got 
a  fair  chance,  kids  being  kids,  and  the  first 
rider  on  the  YZ  turned  out  to  be  Tommy,  a 
12-vear-old  who's  just  learning  how  to 
ride.  > 
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Suzuki  RM80 


Yamaha  YZ80 


Kawasaki  KX80 


Leading-axle  forks  with  over  6  in.  of 
travel  are  standard  on  all  three  bikes. 


He  made  one  lap.  gol  on  tiie  power  too 
hard  and  low-sided  as  ihe  rear  end  kicked 
out  from  under.  No  big  deal,  no  injur\ 
except  to  pride,  but  a  reminder,  these  little 
engines  have  more  power  than  their  exte- 
rior si/e  \M)uld  lead  one  to  belie\e. 

The  racers  had  no  trouble.  Phil  com- 
mented that  "It  goes  as  fast  as  the  others, 
but  the  suspension  feels  stiff  and  1  don't 
think  it  handles  as  well.  Narrow  power 
band  and  vou  have  to  shift  more  often."" 

Randv  had  no  reservations.  "This  one  is 
the  best."" 

"VVh\'.'""  asked  the  adult  in  charge. 

"Because  he  owns  one."  chorused  Rt>- 
man  and  Phil. 

"Stuff  it.  vou  guvs."  said  Randy,  "it's  got 
primo  piiwer  and  the  damping  is  right.  It's 
not  too  stiff  for  me." 

More  from  Phil:  "I  think  the  YZ  turns 
better  becau.se  of  the  powerband.  you  can 
kick  it  around  when  the  power  comes  on. 

From  Joe  the  trail  rider;  "The  YZ  works 
fme.  but  vou  have  to  keep  the  revs  up.  It 
feels  light  to  me.  and  it's  /ivsv!" 

Then  we  began  the  actual  comparisons, 
with  the  three  racer  kids  racing.  There  was 
a  series  of  drag  races,  in  the  form  of  starts. 

There  was  no  measurable  advantage 
w  ith  anv  of  the  8()s.  They  all  got  off  the  line 
cjuicklv.  and  because  they  weigh  nearl\  the 
same  and  had  just  about  equal  power,  they 
accelerate  the  same.  Whichever  kid  made 
the  best  start  was  first  into  the  first  turn,  no 
matter  which  machine  he  was  on. 

The  same  thing  turned  up  in  the  corners. 
.'\s  the  pictures  show,  the  bikes  corner  at 
equal  speeds.  The  riders  used  different 
lines  for  different  circumstances,  stuffing 
wheels  on  each  other,  bouncing  off  berms 
when  available.  But  again,  there  was  not 
enough  to  measure. 

Lap  times  were  a  function  of  rider  skill 
and  experience. 

At  the  end  of  the  comparison  speed 
sections,  the  kids  had  changed  some  of 
their  opinions. 

"1  don't  like  the  KX."  said  Roman. 
"When  vou  land  it  feels  like  the  forks  flex 
and  the  back  kicks  out.  It  feels  sluggish 
and  I  knocked  it  into  neutral  b\  accident." 

Both  of  the  other  8U-class  riders  agreed. 
Phil  added  that  the  Yamaha  "doesn't  jump 
out  of  corners  like  the  Su/uki.  so  I  like  the 
Yamaha  engine  better  But  the  Suzuki  has 
the  better  suspension." 

Roman:  "The  Yamaha  was  the  easiest  to 
ride.  When  vou  fan  the  clutch,  the  revs 
come  up  fast.  But  it's  under  damped  on 
rebound." 

Randv  and  Phil  disagreed  with  that, 
although  both  said  that  the  KX  didn't 
seem  quite  as  fast  as  the  other  two  bikes. 

The  two  older  racers  then  did  some 
match  racing.  They  liked  the  Kawasaki  as 
well  as  the  Yamaha  and  Su/uki.  and  we 
saw  again  that  the  race  was  a  matter  of 
riders  instead  of  machines.  One  of  the  big 
coniinued  on  page  52 


Suzuki  RM80 


Kawasaki  KX80 


Kawasaki  has  a  conical  rear  hub,  th6\ 
other  two  have  full  width  units. 


48/CYCLE  WORLD 


Copyrighted  material 


Fordls  the  van  leader, 
with  more  payload  for 1980. 

Ford's  out-front  engine  design  means  plenty  of  move-around 
room  for  driver,  plenty  of  inside  passenger  comfort. 

There's  a  great  Captain's  Chair  swivel  option— for 
all-around  comfort  and  convenience.  Plus  a  wide  choice  of 
van  styles  and  engine  options.  And,  Ford  E-350  vans  even 
run  on  regular  gas. 

And  Ford  vans  are  built  tough.  They  can  take  up  to 
2,300  kg  (5,070  lbs.)  of  payload— more  than  last  year. 

>^       It's  easy  to  see  why  more  people  drive  Ford 
^      than  any  other  van!  See  your  Ford  Dealer!  Ask 
him  about  Ford's  anti-corrosion  warranty.  And 
ask  about  Ford's  Extended  Service  Plan. 


Out-front  designl 

The  engine's  forward  for 
easy  move-around  room 
inside.  Even  tilt  steering 
wheel,  swivel/reclining 
Captain's  Chair  options. 


Shown:  Ford  van  with  customer  ideas  added. 


8ig  payload  capacity! 

t-ord's  out-front  engine  design 
itffers  big  payload  capacity, 
t-ord's  the  van  leader  with  more 
(lay load  for  1980. 


Tough  frame! 

Ford  vans  have  body-on- 
frame  construction,  cush- 
ioned by  rubber  mounts 
to  help  soak  up  bumps. 
Tough  Twin-I-Beam 
suspension,  too. 


Wide  choice  of  models. 

Everything  from  luxurious  Club  Wagons 
that  have  more  cargo  space  than  most 
station  wagons  and  can  seat  up  to  15 
people,  to  Cruising  Vans  that  come 
already  customized. 


FORD 


Ford:  out  front  in  van  design. 


FORD  DIVISION 


lonliniicd  IniDi  ptii;c  -tS 

kids  races  in  the  pro  class  and  he  beat  the 
other  kid  no  matter  who  rode  which. 

Asa  further  test,  the  pro  tried  the  Honda 
XR80  and  lost  to  the  other  big  kid  on  the 
KX.  Nothing  against  the  Honda  is  implied 
here.  Fact  is.  the  KX.  RM  and  YZ  are 
closeh  matched  and  the  Honda  isn't  sup- 
posed to  be  a  mini-mott)crosser. 

But  we  have  certain  forms  to  follow.  As 
usual  for  a  comparison  test,  we  took  a  \  ote. 

Phil  and  Roman  voted  for  the  Su/uki. 

Thev  both  own  and  race  Suzukis. 

Randv  voted  for  the  Yamaha. 

He  ou  ns  and  races  a  Yamaha. 

1  he  two  older  kids,  who  at  least  are  free 
from  brand  and  model  loyalty  in  this  class, 
said  all  three  were  good,  that  they  couldn't 
find  that  much  to  choose  between,  but  that 
the  Su/uki  had  the  best  overall  suspension 
while  the  Yamaha  had  the  best  engine  and 
the  best  steering. 

Joe  thought  all  three  racing  bikes  were  as 
exciting  as  having  a  day  off  from  school, 
and  Tommy  the  beginner  thought  all  three 
were  more  than  he  was  ready  to  tackle. 

We  grownups  didn't  ride  the  ankle- 
biters  much,  as  we  are  plain  too  big  to  tell 
enough  about  them.  What  we  did  in  group 
was  act  like  fathers,  that  is.  how  will  the 
racing  bikes  hold  up  under  the  sort  of 
treatment  kids  hand  out? 

Not  badlv.  rhe  two  day  formal  session 
was  preceeded  and  followed  by  family 
riding  and  practice  sessions.  All  the  bikes 
in  the  group,  racing  or  play  or  tot.  had 
hours  of  hard  use.  Total  damage  was  one 
dent,  in  the  Yamaha's  tank,  caused  by  a 
knee  that  landed  on  the  tank  when  a  kid 
fell.  The  engines,  transmissions,  shocks, 
etc..  held  up  well.  It's  safe  to  say  that 
because  these  are  competition  machines, 
with  engines  that  crank  out  lots  of  power  at 
high  revs,  the  three  nn)tocrossers  will  need 
frequent  care  and  repair.  But  they  didn't 
come  through  as  fragile  as  the  125  moto- 
crossers  tested  earlier  this  vear. 

As  a  conclusion,  we'll  have  to  score  the 
thing  a  dead  heat.  Figure  that  the  Ka- 
wasaki KX  is  a  good  start,  impressive  as  a 
first  effort  from  Kawasaki,  even  if  it  didn't 
win  over  the  Yamaha  or  Su/uki  owners. 
The  Suzuki  is  best  known  and  there  was 
agreement  that  it's  got  the  best  suspension. 
The  Yamaha  looks  to  have  the  best  power. 

All  of  which  means  that  the  kid.  or  his 
parents,  w  ho  wants  to  race  w  ill  get  a  racing 
bike  from  any  of  the  three.  Might  as  well 
make  the  decision  on  the  basis  of  price  or 
dealer  helpfulness,  and  might  as  well  fig- 
ure on  making  modifications  if  vour  local 
club  has  fierce  ct)mpetition.  No  one  of 
these  bikes  is  good  enough  stock  to  whip 
prepared  versions  of  the  other  tw\). 

Okav.  kids.  Do  vour  homework  lirst.  see 
if  mom  needs  help  with  the  dishes  and 
w  hen  vou've  got  the  chores  out  of  the  way. 
write  those  letters  telling  us  why  your  bike 
should  have  been  the  winner.  ES 
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SUZUKI 

:  SPECIFICATIONS  RM80 

List  price  S679 

Fork  travel  6.5  in. 

Rear  wheel 
travel   5.8  in. 

Front  tire  2.75-17  IRC 

Rear  tire   3. 60-14  IRC 

Engine  

Bore  X  stroke   49  x  42mm 

Piston  displacement  79cc 

Compression  ratio   8.2:1 

Claimed  power  na 

Claimed  torque  na 

Carburetion  28mm  Mikuni 

Ignition   CDI 

Lubrication  system  premix 

Number  of  transmission  speeds  6 

Fuel  capacity   1.4  gal. 

Fuel  tank 

material  steel 

Starter  primary  kick 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

I  DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase   47.5  in. 

Seat  height  28.0  in. 

Seat  width  5.5  in. 

Seat  length   17.5  in. 

Seat  front  to 
steering  stem  center  1 1 .0  in. 

Handlebar  width   27.5  in. 

Footpeg  height  1 1 .8  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top  17.0  in. 

Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  6.0  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center   4.4  in. 

Swing  arm  length   15.5  in. 

Swing  arm  pivot 
to  drive  sprocket 

center   4.5  in. 

Ground  clearance   8.0  in. 

Test  weight  w/half 
tank  fuel   150  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 
rear  percent   46/54 


YAMAHA 
YZ80 

$657 

6.5  in. 

6.1  in. 

2.50-16  IRC 

3.60-14  IRC 

two-stroke  Single 

49  X  42mm 

79cc 

7.0:1 

na 

na 

26mm  Mikuni 
CDI 
premix 
6 

1.2  gal. 
steel 

primary  kick 
oiled  foam 

46.7  in. 

28.0  in. 

5.0  in. 

17.5  in. 

13.0  in. 
28.7  in. 
12.0  in. 

16.0  in. 

6.4  in. 

4.5  in. 

15.6  in. 

3.1  in. 
8.4  in. 

152  lb. 

46/54 


KAWASAKI 
KX80 

$699 

6.7  in. 

6.1  in. 

2.75-17  Nitto 
4.10-14  Nitto 

48  X  45.8mm 

82cc 

7.6:1 

15  bhp  @  11,000 
rpm 

7.16  ft.  lb.  @ 
1 1 ,000  rpm 

26mm  Mikuni 

CDI 

premix 

5 

1 .4  gal. 
steel 

primary  kick 
oiled  foam 

46.0  in. 

29.1  in. 

5.5  in. 
18.0  in. 

12.5  in. 
27.8  in. 
12.0  in. 

17.3  in. 

6.4  in. 

4.8  in. 

15.7  in. 


3.8  in. 
10.3  in. 

144  lb. 

46.5/53.5 
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Behind  eveq 
World  Champioiv 

True.  Suzuki  has  won  every  1 25  World  Championship  in  nnotocross.  ; 
Some  record,  huh? 

With  that  kind  of  breeding,  it's  no  wonder  the  RM-1 25  is  king  of  its  class.  f 

This  year,  it  comes  with  the  most  finely  tuned 
suspension  this  side  of  works.  New  oil  refillable  —'^^ 
gas/oil  shocks  have  four  damping  adjust-       "^^^  ^ 
ments.  Non-flex  swingarm  is  extruded 
aluminum.  And  the  front  air  forks  offer  nearly  a  foot 


or  travel. 

Powerband  is  wider  and  s 
to  a  host  of  subtle  refinements 
Also  trick:  Full  floating  rea 
operated  with  a  straight  cable 


(.ui  iLi  ui. lu  Liioycai  o  uimmci  < 


SUZUKI 


1980 


The  RcNrfformen 


Ride  with  care.  Always  wear  a  helmet  and  protective  apparel.  Ride  only  where  authorized  and  respect  the  environmem 


I 

111-125  Is  e«mi|  125 


ember  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation 


H0NDJKXR80 


/f  is  A/of  a  Motocrosser,  but 

Ifs  Long  on  Fun  and  Low  on  Maintenance. 


■  In  its  present  form 
Honda's  mid-kid 
playbike  is  the  XR80. 
so  designated  because 
the  displacement  is 
nearly  80cc.  The 
model  bike  began  five 
years  ago,  as  the 
XR75.  and  because 
it's  been  on  the  mar- 
ket for  so  long,  and  because  the  CW  crew 
and  kids  have  considerable  experience 
with  the  basic  machine,  this  is  as  much  a 
longterm  report  as  it  is  a  test. 

Unlike  the  other  80s  in  this  issue,  the 
XR80  is  not  a  racer.  Honda  doesn't  adver- 
tise it  as  competition  material,  and  when 
we  borrowed  the  bike  we  made  it  clear  that 
in  no  way  would  we  compare  the  XR  with 
the  two-stroke  80s  from  the  other  com- 
panies. They  and  we  agree,  never  mind  the 
letters  from  XR  owners,  that  the  XR  would 
finish  fourth  out  of  four. 


This  doesn't  mean  the  XR  isn't  a  good 
bike. 

It  is.  It's  probably  the  best  beginner  kid 
bike  ever  built,  and  it  will  double  as  an 
adult  pit  bike  or  camp  bike  if  required, 
although  it  wasn't  designed  for  that. 

The  engine  is  an  80cc  four-stroke,  over- 
head camshaft,  two  valves,  with  a  rather 
small  (20mm)  Keihin  carburetor  and  five 
speeds.  It's  a  wet  sump  engine,  with  engine 
and  transmission  sharing  an  oil  supply. 
Ignition  is  with  breaker  points  and  the 
valve  clearances  are  set  w  ith  a  feeler  gauge 
and  wrenches.  The  air  cleaner  needs  to  be 
persuaded  out  of  the  box.  which  has  bolts 
for  its  cover,  but  the  entire  machine  has 
been  built— we  assume  on  purpose-to  be 
strong  and  simple  and  well  within  the 
abilities  of  the  kid  who  promised  pop  he'd 
take  good  care  of  the  thing.  Whether  he 
does  or  not  depends  on  his  formative 
years,  sure,  but  what  Honda  has  done  is 
make  sure  he  can  do  it  if  he  wants  to. 


Along  with  the  larger  engine  for 
the  XR  was  restyled  some,  to  give  the  bi 
the  look  of  the  larger  XRs.  And  it  do 
look  nice.  The  I  gal.  tank  is  trim  ai 
narrow.  One  gallon  does  not  sound  li 
much,  but  it  will  take  the  bike  40  or  50  m 
even  at  full  speed.  Adequate,  as  the  k 
probably  won't  be  going  that  far  fro 
home  or  truck  without  an  adult  along,  ai 
when  he  does,  it's  simple  to  transfer  fu 
from  the  bigger  bike  to  the  little  one. 

Why  isn't  this  a  racing  bike?  Honda  isi 
persuaded,  or  at  least  hasn't  been  at  t 
close  of  the  "79  model  year,  that  the  d 
mand  is  there.  Honda  has  always  view, 
off-road  riding  as  more  family  fun  th, 
competition  anyway. 

So  they  build  the  XR  strong,  whi 
comes  out  heavy.  They  keep  the  scat  al 
reasonable  height,  and  provide  less  whe 
travel  than  the  motocrossers  ha\e.  T 
engine,  rated  at  8.8  bhp  is  just  barelv  betl 
than  half  as  powerful  as  the  race-reai 
two-strokes.  The  XR  is  strong  enough 
hit  50  mph  on  a  dirt  road,  that  is,  plenty  f 
a  kid,  and  it's  geared  so  it  will  pull  any  h 
within  expectations.  In  the  lower  gears 
will  power  across  deep  sand,  and  pli 
through  mud.  in  short,  it  will  do  anythij 
one  can  fairly  ask.  I 

Handling  is  fine.  Although  a  good  k 
on  the  KX  can  beat  a  better  kid  on  the  x! 
what  came  across  most  strongly  during  t 
group  riding  sessions  was  that  the  XR  i: 
really  good  dirt  bike.  It  will  jump  and  sli 
and  bank  ofTberms— all  the  stuff  kids  wa 
There  are  no  weaknesses,  merely  mt 
weight  and  less  power  than  you  need 
win  races. 

As  for  the  longterm  experience,  one 
the  CW  fathers  bought  an  XR75  for 
older  son.  When  that  boy  outgrew  the  X 
it  was  passed  on  to  the  younger  son,  fo 
total  of  three  years'  service.  Then  the  bi 
was  sold  to  the  father's  brother  for  his  s 
to  learn  on.  Last  time  we  heard,  the  > 
was  still  going  strong. 

Another  man  here  bought  an  XR  for  I 
son.  who  learned  to  ride  on  it  and  has  be 
riding  every  week  or  so  for  two  years.  H 
ridden  from  Barstow  to  Vegas,  in  fact.  D 
added  up  all  the  work  done  in  two  yea| 

One  fiat  tire,  two  pairs  of  grips,  o 
worn-out  tire,  one  spark  plug,  one  throl 
cable.  The  front  brake  cable  needs  to| 
replaced  at  this  writing,  there's  a  dent 
the  tank  and  a  rip  in  the  plastic  rear  fend 
The  gear  lever  has  been  unbent  counti 
times,  the  forks  need  to  be  wresll 
straight  when  the  kid  drops  it. 

And  that's  all. 

The  XR  is  the  bike  for  which  the  te 
bulletproof  should  have  been  invented. 

As  the  Honda  sales  pamphlet  sa 
"Don't  you  wish  you  could  have  hac 
motorcycle  like  this  when  you  were  starti 
out?" 

We  sure  do. 
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Photos  by  Ron  Grlew*  and  John  U 


steel  gas  tank  holds  1  gal.  of  fuel. 


fx>ot  pegs  fold  and  tiave  a  return  spring,  stiift  lever  end  doesn't. 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $598 
Fork  travel  5.0  in 

Rear  wheel  travel  3.3  in. 
Front  tire  2.50-16  Inoue 
Rear  fire  3.00-14  Inoue 
Engine  sohc  four-stroke 
Single 

Bore  X  stroke  47  5  x  45mm 
Piston  displacement  79  7cc 
Compression  ratio  9.7.1 
Claimed  power  na 
Claimed  torque  na 
Carburetion  20mm  Keihin 
Ignition  flywheel  magneto 
Lubrication 

system  wet  sump 

Number  of  transmission 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase 
Seat  height 
Seat  width 
Seat  length 


44  9  m 
28.0  in 
5.0  in. 
17  5  in. 


speeds 

Oil  capacity 
Fuel  capacity 
Fuel  tank 

material 
Swing  arm 

material 
Starter 
Air  filtration 
Frame  material 


5 

1  qt. 
1.0  gal. 

steel 

steel 
primary  kick 
oiled  foam 
steel 


Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center  1 1  6  in 
Handlebar  width  28.0  in 
Footpeg  height  9.6  in. 
Footpeg  to 

seat  top 
Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center 
Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center 
Swing  arm  length 
Swing  arm  pivot 

to  drive  sprocket 

center 
Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size 
Ground  clearance 
Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel 
Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  43.5/56.5 


18.5  in. 

5.4  in. 

5.0  in 
13.5  in 


3.8 

in 

1.6 

in 

7.0 

in 

154 

lb 

'  straight-axle  forks  work  fine. 


Shocks  match  the  bikes  intended  use. 


\Y/e  XR  s  four-stroke  engine  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  ever  put  Frame  has  a  stamped  backbone.  Air  cleaner  is  almost  completely 
:)Otorcycle.  enclosed. 
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THE  HIGH  PRICE  OF  BEING  INMVIDUAL 


This  is  obviously  not  a 
machine  for  everyone. 

It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
only  machine  for  one  certain 
dynamic,  yet  sane,  class  of  rider. 

Those  individuals  to  whom  a 
perfect  balance  in  all  things- 
including  their  all-important 
riding  demands— is  everything. 


Modrl 

RIOORS 

RIOORT 

RIOOS 

RIOOT 

Rao/7 

R«5 

Ovrrall 
Hrlghi 

51. 2' 

57.8" 

47.6 

42.5' 

42.5" 

42.5" 

Dry 
Wrighl 

46)  lln 

472  lbs 

4  41  lbs 

4}6 lbs 

4>0  Ills 

408  lbs 

Englnt 
CapaciiY 

980  n 

980  ic 

980  n 

980  11 

797  n 

650 1  c 

Bolt/ 
Slrokr 
mm 

94/70.6 

94/70.6 

94/70.6 

94/70.6 

84.4/70.5 

82/61.5 

We  know  them  well— these 
balanced,  un-mass  produced 
individuals.  We  build  the  most 
excellent,  enduring— and  in- 
dividualistic—machines on  the 
road  for  them. 
Less  weight,  more  agility. 
The  BMW  RlOO  RS  you  see  atop 
this  lofty  pass  is  designed  to  our 
individual's  nimblest  needs. 

It  reflects  BMW's  philosophy 
of  handling  with  a  dry  weight 
nearly  one  hundred  pounds  less 
than  motorcycles  with  a  similar 
cubic  capacity. 

Instead  of  following  the  mad 
rush  of  the  mass  produced 
bikes  to  a  cumbersome 


and  overcomplicated 
•    sameness— its  unique 
air-cooled  twin  opposed  flat 
engine  develops  a  high  degree 
of  torque  through  an  exceed- 
ingly wide  range  of  r.p.m. 
The  unique  BMW  fairing. 
The  design,  performance  and 
consequent  look  of  the  BMW 
Integral  Fairing  is  totally  unlike 
anything  else  to  be  seen  on  the 
world's  roads  today. 

As  its  name  implies,  it  is  de- 
signed to  be  an  integral  part- 
not  an  afterthought— of  the 
BMW  RIOO  RS  shown  here. 

The  unrivalled  aerodynamic 
soundness  of  this  BMW  fairing 
is  the  result  of  hundreds  of 
hours  of  wind 
tunnel  testing 
at  simulated 
Autobahn 
speeds  in 
excess  of  200 
kilometers 
an  hour. 
Limited  Production.  Last 
year,  less  than  five  hundred 
new,  individually  constructed 
BMW  RIOO  RS's  were  allotted 
to  the  American  marketplace 
and  took  to  the  American  road. 
It)  the  individual 
belong  the  spoils. 


Straifgiially  placed  "spoilers" 
crcaic  diiwn  ft»rccs  lo  improve 
handling. 


FOR  ONE  LONG  SHINING  MOMENT 
STOP  COMPROMISING. 


Sec  ihe  full  line  of  BMW's  al  your  local  BMW  Dealer— listed  in  YeIU>w  Paries.  Ask  about  our  special  European  Delivery  Plan.  For  the  complete  BMW 
brochure,  write:  Butler  b  Smith.  Inc..  Dept.  W—  I,  Norwood,  N.J.  07648  or  Complon.  CA.  90224.  Canada;  BMW  Motorcycle  Distributors.  Ontario. 
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A  Mini-Motorcycle  for  Little  Kid 


After  many  dry  runs  with  ttie  engine  off.  5- 
year-old  Damian  soloed  by  riding  toward— 
and  stopping  at— a  nearby  adult. 

There  were  skeptics  around  the  office 
when  I  said  that  I  was  planning  to 
buy  a  mini  motorcycle  for  my  5- 
year-old,  Damian. 

"Are  you  sure  a  kid  that  little  has  the 
coordination  to  work  the  throttle  and 
brakes?"  asked  one. 

"I  have  trouble  with  the  idea  of  a  5-year- 
old  on  a  motorcycle."  said  another.  "My 
kids  were  at  least  10  before  I  let  them  loose 
on  a  bike." 

They  hadn't  come  home  from  work  one 
day  to  find  Damian  shooting  down  the 
driveway  on  a  skateboard,  standing  up. 
(The  week  before,  he  was  kneeling  and 
paddling  slowly.) 

They  hadn't  been  there  the  time  he  rode 
past  at  speed  on  a  neighbor's  24  in.  Sting- 
ray bicycle,  waving  and  shouting.  (Last 
time  I  had  seen  him,  he  was  riding  his  Big 
Wheel  tricycle.) 

Then  there  was  his  collection  of  motor- 
cycle magazines  and  posters;  his  enthusi- 
asm for  and  constant  wearing  of  the  old, 
battered  Bell  Star  I  gave  him;  his  reluc- 
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Little  man,  little  bike:  Damian  at  speed  on  the  Suzuki  JR50.  It's  got  everything  a 
motorcycle  has,  except  smaller 


Like  the  forks,  the  rear  shocks  have  springs 
only— no  oil  damping. 

tance  to  give  up  his  falling-apart  molded 
plastic  Fonzie  motorcycle  riding  toy  in 
favor  of  the  new.  trick  Big  Wheel  we  gave 
him  for  Christmas.  ("It  doesn't  have  an 
engine."  he  said  at  the  time.) 

If  ever  a  5-year-old  was  ready  for  a  real 
machine,  Damian  was. 

Obviously,  there  were  legitimate 
questions. 

What  machine?  Could  Damian  learn  to 
ride  safely?  How  could  we  teach  him? 

Those  questions  are  the  same  faced  by 
any  parent  with  an  eager-to-ride  young- 
ster. 

Picking  the  machine  was  the  easiest. 
Suzuki's  JR50  is  a  49cc  two-stroke  Single 
with  oil  injection,  a  one-speed  transmis- 
sion and  a  centrifugal  clutch.  With  half  of 
the  0.3  gal.  tank  full,  the  machine  weighs 
85  lb.  and  has  a  seat  height  of  18.2  in.  The 
bike  fit  Damian  perfectly,  wasn't  too  heavy 
for  him  to  balance,  and  came  with  a 
removable  exhaust  restrictor  plate.  With 
the  plate  in,  exhaust  flow  (and  thus  power 
output)  is  limited,  and  the  machine  can 


reach  a  maximum  speed  of  only  13  m 
With  the  plate  out,  the  bike  will  run 
mph.  As  Damian  grew  and  becam 
better  rider,  the  bike's  power  could  e;i 
be  increased  to  suit  him. 

Those  features,  plus  the  fact  that  Su/ 
has  a  good  dealer  network  and  parts  ;i\ 
ability  for  its  tiny  machines,  offset 
steep  S369  price  (just  two  years  ago  it 
$199)  and  made  up  my  mind. 

The  first  task  was  outfitting  Damian 
the  ride.  I  worried  about  buying  Dami; 
helmet,  because  the  only  child-si/ed  o 
could  find  didn't  have  Snell  1975  appu 
On  the  other  hand,  any  helmet  is  bi 
than  no  helmet,  and  because  the  e\h; 
restrictor  would  limit  the  Suzuki's  spec 
13  mph.  I  decided  to  go  ahead  and  bu\ 
helmet  (for  about  $22)  at  a  local  shop 

Finding  good  quality  gloves  and  gog 
wasn't  as  difficult.  Castre  kiddy  gi 
come  in  three  sizes  and  sell  for  $L 
Carrera  kid-size  goggles  also  cost  $12.9 
a  nearby  dealership. 

A  long-sleeve  shirt,  heavy,  long  p 
and  hiking  boots  (which  he  already  h 
completed  Damian's  riding  outfit. 

The  lessons  started  with  the  engine 
and  the  bike  on  the  sidestand,  with 
mian  aboard.  Because  the  JR50  h; 
centrifugal  clutch,  Damian  didn't  ha\ 
worry  about  a  clutch  lever  or  manual  s 
ing.  All  he  had  to  do  was  learn  how  ( 
when)  to  speed  up,  slow  down,  and  br 
After  an  explanation  of  controls.  1 
Damian  work  the  throttle  and  brakes  u 
command  while  looking  forward— ni 
the  controls.  It  took  several  practice 
sions  before  he  could  do  it  without  lool 
down.  1  kept  the  dr\'  runs  short- 10  t 
min.— to  match  a  5-year-old's  atten 
span,  and  rewarded  Damian  after 
session  by  giving  him  a  ride  on  either 
little  Suzuki  or  one  of  my  street  bikes 


John  Ulrich 


ok  starter  tias  plenty  of  leverage.  Seat  height  is  just  right  for  little 
lers.  Carburetor  is  12mm  Mikuni. 


The  JR50  includes  exhaust  heat  shields,  large  chain  guard,  quiet 
exhaust  and  10  in.  wheels. 


Respite  the  practice.  Damian  was  ner- 
is  at  the  start  of  his  first  solo  ride  on  a 
^e,  flat  dirt  lot.  We  ran  through  the 
itrols  once  more,  then  started  the  en- 
e.  I  walked  alongside,  holding  the  bars, 
he  tentatively  turned  on  the  throttle, 
en  I  let  go  of  the  bars.  Damian  in- 
itly  tumbled  over  in  a  heap,  unhurt  but 
iriscd.  I  picked  up  the  bike,  set  him  on 
nd  told  him  to  go.  All  at  once  he  was  on 

gas  and  rolling.  I  walked  alongside, 
lin  reach,  shouting  instructions: 
Go.  Stop.  Go.  Stop.  Go.  Put  your  feet 

Stop." 

«c\t,  I  walked  to  a  spot  about  10  ft.  in 
It  of  where  Damian  waited,  then  told 

to  ride  toward  me  and  stop  just  in 
It  of  me.  I  wanted  to  make  sure  he 
Id  (and  would)  stop  when  he  should. 

I  knew  that  if  he  was  out  of  control  and 
dcd  my  way,  I  could  lift  him  ofl'the  bike 
ly  before  he  hit  anything, 
ach  riding  session  lasted  about  20  min. 
letimes  we  practiced  one  session  a  day, 
letimes  several  days  intervened  be- 
.•n  practices.  For  four  sessions.  Damian 
;  toward  me  and  stopped  at  my  feet, 
;ticing  getting  under  way.  keeping  feet 
the  pegs,  and  coming  to  a  halt.  The 

mccs  gradually  increased  until  he  was 
ng  60  ft.  on  his  own.  reaching  the  bike's 
.imum  speed,  and  then  stopping  fully 
cr  control  when  he  reached  where  I 

standing. 

1  subsequent  sessions.  Damian  rode 
ut  60  ft.  away  from  me.  stopped,  turned 
ind  by  pushing  the  bike,  then  rode 
< . 

knew  the  kid  had  things  well  in  hand 
n  he  decided— without  consultation- 
imply  make  a  u-turn  at  the  end  of  his 
instead  of  stopping.  The  next  thing  1 
kv,  he  was  braking  into  the  u-turn  and 
ing  it  off  the  apex,  putting  his  foot 


down  only  when  one  wheel  or  the  other 
started  to  slip.  Soon  he  started  seeking  out 
bumps,  and  stood  up  on  the  pegs  to  cross 
them. 

A  few  sessions  more  and  Damian  could 
be  trusted  to  ride  without  moment-by- 
moment  supervision.  He  fell  a  few  times  as 
he  learned  to  use  the  brakes  and  ride  sand, 
but  always  got  right  up  and  either  rode  off 
or  yelled  for  help  restarting.  He  built  a 
small  hump  (he  calls  it  a  jump)  with  a 
shovel  in  the  backyard  and  actually  gets 
the  front  wheel  airborne  as  he  comes  off  it. 

The  bike  seems  bulletproof.  After  hours 
and  hours  of  hard  use,  the  only  attention  it 
demanded  was  a  chain  adjustment.  It 
doesn't  use  much  gas,  runs  forever  on  one 
fill-up  of  CCI  injection  oil,  hasn't  fouled 
the  spark  plug  and  has  proven  immune  to 
damage  from  minor  crashes.  With  the 
restrictor  in,  the  engine  never  gets  on  the 
powerband,  slogging  along  at  a  steady 
pace  with  a  dull,  droning  exhaust  note. 
The  bike  is  quiet  enough  that  backyard  use 
during  the  day  hasn't  raised  any  ire  from 
the  neighbors.  It's  a  civilized  recreational 
toy. 

Damian  is  living  proof  that  a  5-year-old 
can  be  taught  to  ride  without  serious 
trauma.  He  isn't  the  youngest  boy  or  girl 
ever  to  learn  to  ride,  (California  dirt 
tracker  Larry  Bird's  boy  rode  at  about  age 
3,  if  memory  serves  right)  and  there's  an 
English  boy  of  5  who  jumps  barrels  and 
rides  through  rings  of  fire  as  part  of  a  stunt 
show.  But  that's  not  important. 

What  is  important  is  that  Damian  is 
having  a  good  time  and  developing  a  feel- 
ing of  accomplishment  at  the  same  time. 
He  isn't  the  biggest  kid  on  the  block,  nor 
the  fastest  runner,  nor  the  best  baseball 
player. 

But  without  a  doubt,  he's  the  motorcycle 
champion  of  the  neighborhood.  B 


SUZUKIURSO 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase  43.1  in. 

Seat  height   18.2  in. 

Seat  width   5.3  in. 

Seat  length   12.6  In. 

Handlebar  width  ...  22.0  in. 

Footpeg  height   7.5  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top   11.2  in. 

i=botpeg  to  shift 

lever  center   4.3  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  4.0  in. 

Ground  clearance  ..  .4.2  in. 
Test  weight  w/half 

tanK  fuel   85  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  46/54 

SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  $369 

Fork  travel   2.8  in. 

Rear  wheel  travel  2.5  in. 

Tire,  front  2.50-10 

Tire,  rear   2.50-10 

Engine  ...  two-stroke  Single 
Bore  X  stroke. 41  x  37.8mm 
Piston  displacement  ..49cc 

Compression  ratio  5.9:1 

Carburetion  ..12mm  Mikuni 

Ignition  magneto/points 

Lubrication 

system  ..CCI  oil  injection 
Primary  drive  ..helical  gear 

Number  of  gears  1 

Oil  capacity  0.5  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  0.3  gal. 

Starter  kick 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam 


>s  by  John  Ulrlch 
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Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
Thai  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


10  mg.  "tar", 0.9  mg.  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette  by  FTC  methooi 


e  1979  R.  J.  Reynolds  Tobacco  Co 


■  \ 


Real 


Rich  Taste -Low 


Tar  I 


99 


Tkste  Rea&  new  golden  taste! 
Richer...mellower  than  before 

Real's  new  golden  leaf  tobacco  blend  does  it. 
Tastes  richer. . .  mellower. . .  more  satisfying. 
A  taste  that's  pure  gold. 


The  smoking  man's  low  tar 


Juki's  Smallest  Motocrosser  Isn't  Just  for  the  Track. 


uzuki's  RM50  is  the  answer  to  the 
question.  How  small  can  a  genuine 
ocrosscr  be? 

ery  small.  With  half  a  tank  of  fuel,  the 
il  way  we  weigh  test  bikes,  the  RM50 

the  scales  at  130  lb.  It  has  its  own 
ed-down  frame,  a  14  in.  front  wheel 

a  12  in.  rear,  and  the  result  is  a  seat 
;ht  of  only  24  in.,  lowest  of  the  true  dirt 
s. 

nd  it  is  a  true  dirt  bike.  The  RM 
gnation  is  fair,  because  the  smallest  of 
line  comes  with  all  the  usual  features 

humped  tank,  rearset  side  number 
es.  high  pipe,  canted  shocks,  knobby 

and  all.  so  it  looks  the  part. 

will  live  up  to  its  looks,  too.  There  are 
•s  with  mini-mini  races,  usually  with  a 
:  limit,  and  the  RM  fits  in  and  performs 

ut  because  most  kid  riders  won't  be 
rig.  the  tiny  two-stroke  has  reed  valve 
iction  and  is  ported  to  perform  well  at 


low  revs.  It  starts  easily  at  the  prod  of  a 
size-2  boot,  and  it  will  pull  from  idle.  Not 
highly  tuned  or  stressed,  so  it  can  be  a 
playbike  in  the  backyard  as  well  as  a  terror 
on  the  track. 

The  RM50  is  also  a  racing  bike  in  fuel 
usage.  It  has  no  oil  injection,  and  requires 
mixing  of  oil  and  gas  in  the  tank,  in  correct 
proportion.  Dad  might  better  do  this  or 
have  it  done  under  his  supervision,  unless 
the  new  math  is  teaching  better  than  we 
think  it  is. 

A  nice  machine.  When  the  kids  first  hit 
the  dirt  they  didn't  have  toys  like  this.  We 
went  through  the  small-wheel  era.  al- 
though Honda  is  still  there  for  at  least  one 
model,  and  we  had  kid  bikes  that  came 
with  solid  suspension  and  undamped  front 
ends  and  industrial  engines  masquerading 
at  motocross.  They  were  good  enough  for 
their  era. 

Suzuki  has  gone  beyond  that.  The 
RM50  isn't  a  toy.  There  are  no  training 


wheels,  no  restrictors.  The  RM50  is  a 
specialized  motorcycle,  as  it  will  work  well 
for  a  child  of  a  certain  size  and  age,  under 
proper  conditions. 

The  practical  age  bracket  covers  several 
years.  The  RM50  was  too  big  for  the  4- 
year-old  who  tried  the  smaller  playbike 
JR50.  He  wasn't  tall  enough  for  the  seat 
and  we  were  glad  he  didn't  need  to  tackle 
the  clutch  and  gearshift.  A  9-year-old  girl 
from  the  track's  neighborhood,  a  girl  with 
not  much  riding  time  behind  her.  fitted  the 
RM50  perfectly,  although  she  was  too  shy 
to  tell  us  about  powerband  and  braking  on 
downhills  and  how  the  rear  kicked  out  over 
the  whoops. 

The  12-year-old  novice  thought  it  was 
super,  a  real  racer  that  he  could  ride  wide 
open,  and  the  14-year-oId  became  sophis- 
ticated: "A  fun  bike.  I  can  throw  it 
around." 

What  more  could  a  pee-wee  want?  B 


SUZUKI 


ight-axle  forks  are  beefy  for 
dike's  size. 


Gas  tank  is  stiaped  like  larger  RMs. 


SPECtFICATIONS 

List  price  .....r.......  $589 

Fork  travel   3.9  in. 

Rear  wheel  travel      3.4  in. 

Front  tire   2.50-14 

Rear  tire  3.00-12 
Engine  two-stroke  Single 
Bore  X  stroke  41  x  37.8mm 
Piston  displacement  49cc 
Compression  ratio ..  .7.4:1 

Claimed  power  na 

Claimed  torque  na 
Carburetion  20mm  Mikuni 
Ignition  CDI 
Lubrication  system  premix 
Number  of  transmission 
speeds  5 

Fuel  capacity  14  gal. 

Starter  primary  kick 

Air  filtration       oiled  foam 


DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase  40.5  in. 

Seat  height   24.3  in. 

Seat  width    .  5.8  in. 

Seat  length  17.0  in. 

Handlebar  width  26.5  in. 

Footpeg  height  9.2  in. 
Footpeg  to 

seat  top  15.2  in. 
Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center  6.0  in. 
Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  4.5  in. 

Ground  clearance  5.6  in. 
Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel  130  lb. 
Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  44/56 


s  t>y  Ron  Qrlewe 
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Take 
this  one, 
ortakea 
shorter 

trip. 

The  1980  Harley-Davidson 
Electra  Glide  Classic. 

A  few  states  further,  and  a  few  more 
pounds  of  gear  is  what  the  Harley-Davidson 
Electra  Glide®  is  all  about.  No  other  motorcycle 
is  so  totally  dedicated  to  the  unique  demands 
of  touring. 

The  one  you're  looking  at  is  the  80 
cubic  inch  charcoal  gray  and  black  Classic.  But 
with  another  Classic  in  tan  and  creme,  and 
standard  Electra  Glides  in  74  and  SO  cubic 
inches,  your  choice  of  how  to  go  is  almost  as 
broad  as  your  choice  of  where. 

Whatever  Glide  you  choose,  you'll  have 
all  the  touring  essentials:  massive  V-Twin  pull- 
ing power,  fuel  economy*  carrying  capacity 
and  touring  comfort. 

But  it  goes  beyond  the  basics.  Glance 
down  at  your  feet:  they  don't  sit  on  foot  pegs, 
but  rest  on  running  boards.  And  the  fairing, 
saddlebags,  and  luggage  rack  that  others  list  as 
extras  are  standard  and  molded  to  fit  every 
Electra  Glide. 

You  see,  at  Harley-Davidson®  we  don't 
slap  suitcases  on  a  street  bike  and  call  it  a  tour- 
ing machine.  We  build  from  the  ground  up . . . 
detail  by  detail.  The  result  is  the  acknowledged 
"King  of  the  Highwayl'  A  touring  machine  so 
legendary,  that  it's  as  much 
a  part  of  America's  heritage 
as  the  countryside  it  takes 
you  through. 


Harley-Davidson 


♦Your  mileage  may  vary,  depending  on  how  fast  you  drive,  weather  and  road  conditions,  and  trip  length. 

We  support  the  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation  and  the  A.M.A.  Always  ride  with  lights  and  helmet. 
Specifications  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


See  your  Icxal  Harley-Davidson  dealer 
)'or  a  free  poster  of  this  ad.  Supplies  limited. 


Harley-Davidson. 
More  than  a  machine. 


HONDA  ZSOR 


A  Minibike  Post  Its  Prime. 


For  kids  big  enough  to  handle  the  weight,  the  Honda  ZSOR  is  acceptable.  For  younger 
beginners,  the  Suzuki  JR50  is  better 


The  ZSOR  is  a  four-stroke  minibike  with  a  tall  seat,  short  wheelbase  and  hefty  weight. 


HONDA 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  ...i$448 

Fork  travel   2.4  in. 

Rear  wheel  travel  2.4  in. 

Front  tire  3.50-8 

Rear  tire  3.50-8 

Engine  sohc  four-stroke 

Single 

Bore  X  stroke. .39  x  41.4mm 
Piston  displacement  ..49cc 

Compression  ratio  8.8:1 

Carburetion....11mm  Keihin 
Ignition  ...  magneto,  points 
Lubrication 

system  .wet  sump 

Primary  drive    gear 

Number  of  gears  3 

Oil  capacity  0.8  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  1.2  gal. 

Starter  kick 

Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

DIMENSIONS 

Wfieeibase  

Seat  height. 
Seat  width 

Seat  length   

Handlebar  width 

Footpeg  height   8.8  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top   15.0  in. 

Footpeg  to  shm 

lever  center 
Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  4.8  in. 

Ground  clearance  ..  .6.5  in. 
Test  weight  w/half 

tank  fuel   121  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 


.35.5  in. 
.23.0  in. 
.  5.5  in. 
.13.0  in. 
.24.5  in. 


rear  percent  .,.^.45/55 


Taking  a  lool<  at  the  Honda  ZSOR  is 
an  illustration  of  how  far  mini-mo- 
torcycles—and mini-motorcyclists— 
have  come  in  the  last  decade. 

That's  right.  The  last  decade.  The  ZSOR 
is  a  direct,  no-iights  de.scendent  of  the  Z50 
Mini  Trail,  a  holdover  from  the  minibilce 
era  first  seen  at  Honda  dealerships  in  1968. 
It's  fat  and  tall  and  short,  weighing  122  lbs. 
with  half  a  tank  of  gas.  measuring  23  in.  at 
the  seat  and  rolling  on  a  3S-in.  wheelbase. 

This  isn't  a  mini  motorcycle  for  little 
kids.  Instead,  it's  a  minibike  which  may  be 
suitable  for  kids  about  9  or  10  years  old. 
It  s  too  tall  and  heavy  for  younger  riders, 
and  isn't  really  an  ideal  beginner's  bike. 
The  ungainly  proportions  of  the  bike,  the 
bulbous  3.SO-18  tires,  the  awkward  han- 
dling combine  with  a  much-too-rapid- 


and-radical  automatic  clutch  engagement 
to  make  the  machine  a  handieful  for  the 
inexperienced. 

The  centrifugal  clutch  often  engaged  so 
suddenly  from  a  stop  that  adult  riders  were 
caught  off  guard  in  the  middle  of  a  wheel- 
stand.  That's  not  the  hot  tip  for  a  timid 
youngster  learning  to  control  a  motor  vehi- 
cle. The  bike  comes  with  a  three-speed, 
and  shifts  are  as  easy  as  rolling  off  the  gas 
and  pulling  up  the  lever.  But  the  stiffness 
of  the  shift  lever  prompted  one  young  rider 
to  leave  the  ZSOR  in  first  gear  for  several 
laps  around  an  impromptu  dirt  trail 
course,  the  engine  screaming  and  the  smell 
of  clutch  in  the  air.  When  the  boy  was 
finally  waved  down,  the  Honda  was  so  hot 
it  wouldn't  idle  and  was  reluctant  to  start 
afterwards. 


The  ZSO  was  a  good  bike  for  begin 
back  w  hen  the  youngest  beginners  wer 
or  12  years  old  and  the  alternatives 
powerbands  200  rpm  wide  and  w  ide-o 
.shrieking  exhausts. 

But  in  1979.  when  much  younger 
learn  to  ride,  when  a  parent  can  hi 
docile,  light,  quiet,  impossible-to-l 
Suzuki  JR50  with  better  handling  ar 
lower  list  price,  the  ZSOR  is  outmodct 

That  is,  unless  the  learner  is  old  eno 
and  big  enough  to  wrestle  with  the  we 
and  hang  on  when  the  clutch  kicks  in 
quickly.  The  ZSOR  is  u.seful  for  teacl 
older  beginners,  and  probably  would  rr 
a  nice  pit  bike  for  adults.  Beyond  that. 
ZSOR  has  failed  to  keep  up  with  chanj 
times. 


66/CYCLE  WORLD 


C     Photos  by  John 


Give  a  gift  that  wiii  say 

"Merry  Christmas"  12  times  a  year. 

Give  a  year  of  reading  pleasure  to  a  friend  this  Christmas  with  a  gift 
subscription  to  Cycle  World.  For  12  months  your  friend  will  receive  America's 
leading  motorcycle  enthusiasts'  publication  as  reminder  of  your  Christmas 
cheer. 


Simply  fill  out  the  attached  card  and  we'll  send  your  friend  a  notice  of  your 
gift  subscription.  Don't  delay— Christmas  is  quickly  approaching. 


Give  XJSm^D  fo'only«5.99 


m 


A  CHANGE  niESTDHVE 
THE  lESr  KSIGND  lANK  BA6  M 1HE  WORin 


Without  straining  at  all,  we  could  fill 
a  page  twice  this  size  with  the  unique 
features  and  conveniences  of  Eclipse's 
famous  tank  bag.  And  even  then,  you'd 
only  have  a  taste  of  its  many  advantages 
over  other  motorcycle  carrying 
equipment. 

So  we're  going  to  give  you  the  op- 
portunity, by  ordering  one  through  the 
mail,  to  see  its  performance  firsthand— 
with  an  Eclipse  on  top  of  your  tank,  for 

Jwo  full 
weeks, 
and 
with- 


obligation. 

If  you  can  find  an- 
other bag  that  even 
its  versatility  or  quality  of  construe- ' 
tion,  simply  send  it  back  as  new  for  . 
and  prompt  refund.  With  no  questions 
asked. 

Jit  last.  The  freedom  to 
transport  tomatoes. 

Just  think  of  all  the  personal  items 
you've  always  had  to  leave  behind 
because  of  their  size,  shape  or  fragile 
nature.  Well  now,  just  about  anything 
v/ithin  reason  can  ride  with  you,  snug 
and  secure  within  one  of  Eclipse's  three 
separate  zippered  pockets  (or  in  its 
fourth  detachable  snap-on  pouch,  that 
doubles  as  a  belt  bag). 

You  don't  sacrifice  a  single  millimeter 
of  passenger  space  or  add  even  the 
slightest  riding  inconvenience  due  to 
Eel  ipse's  low  profile.  And  because  it's  an- 


chored in  place  with  a  1000-pound-rated 
nylon  harness  and  soft,  friction  tank  pad, 
you  can  forget  about  it  shifting  on  you— 
even  over  bumps. 

An  8V2 "  X  8 1/2 "  clear  vinyl  map  case 
stitched  to  its  top  takes  the  struggle  out  of 
reading  a  course  while  you're  watching 
the  road. 

For  just  $49.50,  all  the  carrying  con- 
veniences you  could  ask  for  are  literally 
placed  within  arm's  reach. 

Recently,  to  satisfy  our  own  curiosity, 
we  actually  packed  everything  we  could 
into  this  flexible  800  cu.  in.  bag.  And  off 
into  the  sunset  went  a  rider  friend  of  ours 
with  the  following: 

1  down  vest,  1  Dry  Rider  rain  suit, 
1  Rugby  shirt,  a  hat.  a  pair  of  joaging 
shoes,  a  irisbee.  a  spare  tube,  1  helmet 
visor,  1  can  of  tire  inflator,  riding 

gloves.  1  Kryptonite  lock,  2 
ungee  coros,  2  wrenches  and  a 
screwdriver,  a  comb,  brush  and 
bottle  of  suntan  lotion,  and  eleven 
pieces  of  fruit. 

At  trip's  end,  not  a  single  seed 
was  found  out  of  place. 
Bred  from  a  car  tire. 

The  Eclipse  is  made 
from  a  very  special 
nylon  fabric  called 
Cordura®,  a  material 
that  was  originally 
created  for  use  in 
multi-ply  automobile 
tires.  Feeling  much 
like  new  jeans  or 
duck  fabric,  it  pro- 
vides lightness  along 
with  remarkable 
strength — one  of  the 
reasons  the    converts  lo  a 

Fr^lir-ico  backpock  In  ( 

ccupbe  minuf*.  And  vs 

II*  hidden  under-^ 
ild*  sleeve,  also 
slides  over  sissy 
bars  and  Gold- 
wlrvg  tank 


converts  to 
an  excellent 
backpack  as 
weO.  (By  the 


hatches. 


way,  polyurethane-backed  Cordura 
even  has  the  ability  to  seal  itself  after  rr 
punctures;  much  like  self-sealing  tires 
All  Eclipse  pockets  close  with  twc 
zippers,  allowing  entry  from  either 
direction.  Its  nylon  zippers  are  imper- 
vious to  corrosion  or  the  effects  of  ten 
perature.  Large  flaps  over  zippers  gi\ 
added  moisture  protection. 

Thread  is  cotton  over  a  polyester  ( 
Polyester  for  strength,  cotton  for  wate 
repellency.  Stitches  are  close  and  tig! 

Quick  release  buckles  allow  insta 
removal  of  the  bag  from  its  harness, 
gas  tank  access.  Tnese  are  made  fron 
special  plastic  that  won't  even  crack 
under  the  head  of  a  hammer. 

All  things  considered,  we  can't  th 
of  a  better  answer  to  your  carrying 
needs  than  Eclipse.  And  we're  not  ale 
CYCLE  Magazine,  in  a  recent  Produc 
Evaluation  article,  thoroughly  tested  t 
product  and  called  it  "the  best  carrier 
we  have  ever  seen." 

The  Eclipse  comes  in  Royal  Blue 
and  Black.  Includes  a  no-time-limit  gu 
antee  from  the  manufacturer  coverinc 
defects  in  workmanship,  and  The 
"  Sharper  Image's  own  two-week  retur 
privilege.  Order  yours  now  with  no 
obligation. 

ORDER  TOLL-FREE. 

Credit  card  holders  may  use 
use  our  toll-free  numbers.  Or  send 
check  for  $49.50  plus  $1.50  deliv- 
ery. Add  $2.97  tax  in  California. 
Remember  to  give  the  operator 
your  choice  of  color. 

(800)  227-3436 

In  California  (800)  622-0733 


260  California  St.,  Dept.  ET- 
San  Francisco,  CA  94111 
(415)788-4747 


Ulcd  from  page  34 


jht  leg  front  forks  have  7.3  in  of  travel. 


ir  better  to  have  a  quick  disconnect 
ige  of  lights  and  instruments  so  head- 
signal  lights,  tach.  and  the  laillight 
I  be  unplugged  easily  for  dirt  riding, 
spension  travel  on  the  KE  isn't  in  the 
league,  not  even  in  a  competitive 
ro  league,  but  the  forks  and  shocks 
cceptable  for  the  moderate  speeds  a 
bike  will  be  subjected  to.  Spring  rates 
ist  about  ideal  for  the  bike's  intended 
The  shocks  are  wound  with  two 
gs.  one  of  which  is  a  variable  rate, 
mum  spring  preload  worked  best  for  a 
rider  ofl"  road  or  on,  while  the  higher 
ads  were  reserved  for  the  occasional 
jp  riding.  Landing  ofi'  a  hard  jump 
I  bottom  the  forks,  but  for  most  use. 
lamping  and  spring  rates  were  right 
here's  minimal  seal  friction  and  they 
■b  small  bumps  and  large  rocks  as  well 
y  fork  with  7.3  in.  of  travel  is  going  to. 
er  than  set  up  the  KE250  with  spring- 
nd  damping  harsh  enough  for  flat  out 
ing.  Kawasaki  has  equipped  the  250 
trcet  use  and  trail  riding  and  the 
promise  is  effective, 
iring  its  stay  at  Cycle  World  the 
mostly  was  used  on  the  street  for 
Tiuting  and  an  occasional  Sunday 
When  pure  dirt  bikes  are  available, 
ire  far  more  enjoyable  to  ride  off  road 
any  of  the  dual  purpose  machines.  In 
le  as  commuter  scooter  the  KE  per- 
ed  flawlessly,  with  no  maintenance 
ired.  The  plug  never  fouled,  the 
;s  didn't  loosen,  nothing  came  loose, 
the  inevitable  spill  ofl"  road  failed  to 
;  or  bend  anything  on  the  KE,  despite 
agile  looking  signal  light  stems, 
lat  the  KE250  is,  is  good,  solid,  reli- 
go-anywhere  transportation.  It 
I't  have  the  suspension  of  Honda's 
dual-purpose  bikes,  or  the  power  of 
arger  machines,  but  the  Kawasaki 
have  several  novel  features  and  rug- 
lependability.  O 


Even  a  tachometer  is  included  on  the  KE250,  though  the  additional  weight  doesn't  help 
handling  off  road.  Ignition  switch  includes  fork  lock. 


  Cleated  footpegs  need  stronger  return 

Polished  aluminum  front  hub  houses  an  ef-      springs.  Brake  and  shift  lever  tips  aren't 


fective  5.5  in.  drum  brake.  folding,  but  are  tucked  in  tightly. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price   $1349 

Engine  two-stroke  Single 
Bore  X  stroke  66  x  72.8mm 

Displacement  249cc 

Compression  ratio  6.1:1 

Carburetion  ..28mm  Mikuni 
Air 

filtration  ..  .foam  &  paper 

Ignition  GDI 

Claimed  power   22.5 

bhp  @  6500  rpm 

Claimed  torque  19.8  ft. 

lb.  @  5500  rpm 

Lubrication 
system  oil  injection 

Oil  capacity  1.5  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  2.25  gal. 

Recommended 
fuel  87  octane  min. 

Starter  primary  kick 

Alternator  ...6v  magneto 

Headlight  35/35w 

Clutch)   multi-disc  wet 

Primary 
drive  straight-cut  gear 

Final  drive   #520  chain 

Gear  ratios,  overall:  1 

5th   7.48 

4th   8.97 

3rd  11.34 

2nd  15.14 

1st   21.41 

Front 

suspension  ...  telescopic 
fork 

travel  7.3  in. 

Rear 

suspension  ...swing  arm 

travel  5.5  in. 

Front  tire  3.00-21 

Yokohama  Transport 

Rear  tire  4.00-18 

Yokohama  Transport 

Front  brake   5.5  in  drum 

Rear  brake  5.9  in.  drum 

Total  brake  swept 

area  39.54  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (1 60-lb. 

rider)  11.23  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase  57.2  in. 

Fork  rake  angle   30° 

Trail  5.3  in. 

Handlebar  width    .  33.0  in. 

Seat  height   32.5  in. 

Seat  width   8.5  in. 

Footpeg  height   12.0  in. 

Ground  clearance  ...  9.3  in. 
Test  weight  (w/ half-tank 

fuel)  284  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front /rear, 

percent  43/57 

Gross  vehicle  weight 

rating  615  lb. 

Load  capacity  331  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 
@  60  mph  5961  r 

Power/weight  ratio  (160- 
rider)  19.7  Ib./b 

Fuel  consumption  .  57  nr 

Speedometer  error: 
30  mph  indicated.  .  28  n 
60  mph  indicated. .  55  rr 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph  31 

from  60  mph  132 

Standing  start 

'A-mile   17 

sec.  @  70.31  m 

Speed  after 

Vi  mile  75  mi 

Maximum  speed  in  geara 

1st  26  m 

2nd  ■...37  m 

3rd   50  m 

4th   63  m 

5th   75  m 

Acceleration 

0-30  3.0  sa 

0-40  4.8  sa 

0-50  7.1  sa 

0-60  11.2  S( 

0-70  17.2  S( 
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This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  owner 
rveys  based  on  forms  filled  out  by 
v'cle  World  readers.  It's  the  first  sur- 
y  because  there  were  more  forms 
turned  from  Yamaha  Triple  owners 
an  from  any  other  motorcycle 
kfaers.  and  because  it's  the  first  sur- 
y.  some  of  the  information  won't  be 
imediately  apparent.  It  will  only  be 
len  several  of  the  surveys  have  been 
iblished  that  comparisons  can  be 
ade  and  conclusions  reached  about 
e  real  reliability  and  service  given 
the  various  motorcycles. 


Why  Yamaha  Owners  Love  Their  Triples 


In  1976.  Cycle  W^rW  called  the  Yamaha 
XS750  one  of  the  ten  best  motorcycles 
in  the  world.  We've  tested  it  in  several 
versions  since  then  and  we  still  like  it.  As 
we  said  in  April  1977.  it's  fast,  efticient. 
attractive  and.  "The  exhaust  note  alone  is 
worth  the  price  of  admission."  Nice  words 
for  a  new  bike,  but  after  the  newness  fades, 
is  the  Yamaha  XS750  still  such  a  rewarding 
machine?  We  can  only  put  so  many  miles 
on  our  test  bikes  but  our  owners  surveys 
have  no  such  limits.  The  XS750  owners 
responding  to  this  survey  have  put  nearly 


two  million  miles  on  their  Yamahas  and 
their  experiences  are  remarkably  similar. 

Most  (89  percent)  bought  the  bike  new. 
They've  put  an  average  of  99 1 5  mi.  on  their 
bikes  while  those  with  used  machines  aver- 
age 6650  mi.  for  an  overall  average  of  9550 
mi.  The  XS750  does  many  things  well  and 
this  is  reflected  in  the  types  of  riding 
they're  used  for.  Commuting  and  transpor- 
tation were  listed  by  76  percent  of  our 
respondents,  touring  by  70  percent  and 
pleasure  riding  by  80  percent.  Only  two 
riders  raced  their  Yamahas  (drag  racing). 


tion  by  Kim  Williams 


NOVEMBER  1979/71 


One  rider  commented,  "If  you  want  a 
roadracer,  look  elsewhere— but  the  Triple 
will  get  you  home,  every  time.  In  a  month 
it'll  take  me  to  Nova  Scotia." 

Riding  styles  are  mostly  "average"  (47 
percent)  or  "moderately  hard"  (37  per- 
cent). The  remaining  16  percent  is  evenly 
split  between  "very  hard"  and  "gentler 
than  average."  They  ride  moderately,  but 
they  ride  a  lot.  some  doing  up  to  25,000  mi. 
per  year  and  the  average  figure  is  7415  mi. 
yearly. 

Fuel  economy  is  important  in  a  touring 
bike  (especially  these  days)  and  here  the 
Triple  does  pretty  well.  The  XS750Ds  aver- 
age 41.8  mpg,  the  2Ds  get  40.8.  the  E 
models  get  46.1  and  the  1979  F  models 
average  45.4  mpg  according  to  the  owners. 
Individual  figures  ranged  from  the  high 
30s  to  the  mid  50s. 

Almost  all  the  XS750  owners  take  ad- 
vantage of  its  ease  of  maintenance  with  98 
percent  doing  at  least  some  of  their  own 
work.  Twenty  four  percent  always  do  their 
own  repairs.  51  percent  usually  do  and  23 
percent  sometimes  work  on  their  bikes. 
Only  2  perc-ent  rely  entirely  on  dealers  or 
repair  shops,  and  only  1  percent  describe 
the  XS750  as  diflicult  to  work  on.  Sixty 
eight  percent  say  it  is  average  and  29 
percent  call  the  maintenance  very  easy. 

Leading  the  short  list  of  maintenance 
problems  is  the  shim-type  valve  adjust- 
ment. Only  6  percent  mentioned  it.  but 
everyone  who  did  thought  a  screw-and- 
locknut  type  adjustment  would  be  better. 
No  one  commented  positively  on  the 
shim-type  adjustment.  Other  problems  in- 
clude points  adjustment  on  the  D  and  2D 
(later  models  have  magnetically  triggered 
electronic  ignition),  noted  by  5  percent, 
high  oil  consumption  and  frequent  carb 
synchronization.  3  percent  each  and  fre- 
quent cam  chain  adjustment,  difficulties 
with  middle  gear  oil  changing,  fork  oil 
changing,  greasing  the  wheel  bearings 
(grease  fittings  were  suggested),  and  carb 
removal,  all  listed  by  2  percent  of  the 
Yamaha  owners. 

Breakdowns  are  relatively  infrequent  in 
the  Yamaha  750s.  Not  counting  flat  tires 
and  running  out  of  gas.  13  percent  of  the 
Yamahas  have  broken  down  or  stranded 
their  owners.  Various  electrical  problems 
were  the  most  common  cause,  with  three 
ignition,  two  coil,  three  voltage  regulator 
and  two  fuse  failures  reported.  Other 
breakdowns  were  caused  by  random 
failures  of  primary  chains,  carbs,  a  clutch 
cable,  a  petcock,  an  exhaust  pipe,  oil  leaks 
a  wiring  short  and  a  couple  of  failures  to 
start  when  cold.  The  majority  of  Yamaha 
750  owners  (87  percent)  never  experienced 
a  breakdown  and  comments  such  as  "It's 
the  most  reliable  bike  I've  owned."  were 
common. 

Under  "Other  than  normal  mainte- 
nance" only  five  areas  are  listed  by  5 
percent  or  more  of  the  Yamaha  owners. 
Fork  seals  were  replaced  by  9  perc-ent,  7 
percent  had  primary  chain  problems,  6 


percent  had  leaks  from  the  clutch  input 
shaft  (There  is  a  new,  updated  seal)  and 
voltage  regulator/rectifier  and  exhaust 
pipe  (mostly  premature  rusting)  problems 
were  each  reported  by  5  percent  of  the 
owners. 

Parts  availability  isn't  a  problem  most  of 
the  time  with  79  percent  of  the  XS750 
owners  finding  that  parts  always  (23  per- 
cent) or  mostly  (56  percent)  available. 
Thirteen  percent  say  they  are  sometimes 
hard  to  find  and  only  one  respondent  said 
parts  are  always  hard  to  find.  But  when  the 
needed  parts  aren't  in  stock,  Yamaha  750 
owners  often  have  a  long  wail.  We  aver- 
aged the  times  reported  by  those  who  had 
their  bikes  out  of  service  waiting  for  parts 
(21  percent  of  those  responding  to  our 
survey)  and  found  times  ranging  from  one 
or  two  days  to  six  months  and  the  average 
wait  is  32  days. 

Despite  the  occasional  wait  for  parts, 
most  of  the  XS750  owners  are  well  satisfied 
with  their  dealers.  A  "very  good"  rating 
was  earned  by  38  percent  of  the  dealers 
with  28  percent  rated  "good"  and  an  addi- 
tional 19  percent  rated  "fair."  Only  9  per- 
cent were  called  "poor"  and  fewer  still  (6 
percent)  rated  "very  poor."  Several  owners 
who  are  dissatisfied  with  their  local  dealers 
wrote  that  they  travel  30-40  mi.  to  go  to  a 
distant,  but  better  dealer. 

Touring  accessories  lead  the  list  of  addi- 
tions made  by  the  XS750  owners.  Fairings 
were  added  by  60  percent,  luggage  racks  by 
56  percent,  sissybars  by  44  percent,  crash 


bars  by  41  percent,  saddlebags  by  32 
cent,  brighter  headlights  by  22  percent 
custom  seats  by  20  percent.  Thirteen 
cent  added  louder  horns  and  some  soi 
cruise  control,  12  perce/it  added  ei 
different  handlebars  or  a  box  on  the 
gage  rack  and  10  percent  installed 
aftermarket  exhaust.  Clearly  the  tou 
accessories  were  more  common  additi 
to  the  Triple  than  performance  accessoi 

The  Yamaha  line  of  optional  accesso 
received  the  greatest  number  of  both 
vorable  and   unfavorable  comme 
Twenty  five  riders  praised  the  Yam 
equipment  in  general  but  there  are  sc 
gripes  about  individual  items.  Most 
quent  are  complaints  about  the  diffic 
of  opening  the  seat  w  ith  the  luggage  i 
in  place.  One  rider  said  he  cut  off  the 
tailpiece  and  mounted  it  on  the  rram( 
cure  the  problem.  A  few  riders  said 
case  guards  are  too  small,  a  few  said 
large  and  they  drag  on  the  ground  an 
couple  of  riders  said  the  bars  saved  a  le 
the  engine  cases  when  the  bike  went  do 
The  saddlebags  were  criticized  by  a 
riders  as  being  too  small  and  for  hav 
leaky  and  flimsy  tops.  Four  riders  had 
fairing  mounts  crack  or  didn't  get  enoi 
protection  from  the  Pacifico  fairing, 
didn't  specify  whether  it  was  the  fair 
made  by  Pacifico  for  Yamaha  or  Pacifi( 
own  Shadow  fairing.  Three  other  rit 
said  they  were  well  satisfied  with  tl 
Pacifico  fairings. 

Closely  following  the  Yamaha  acce; 


Yamaha  XS750  Owner  Survey 


Bought  new  89'^ 

Bought  u.sed   1  \7( 

Average  mileage   9550 

Types  of  riding 

Commuting  169r 

Touring  70^ 

Pleasure   m:i 

Racing    17( 

Riding  style 

Very  hard  m 

Moderately  hard  37^ 

Average  47^ 

Gentle  SV, 

Miles  per  year  7415 

Fuel  economy 

D-model  41.8  mpg 

2-D  40.8  mpg 

E   46. 1  mpg 

F   45.4  mpg 

Serviced  by  owners 

Always   24*^ 

Usually  517, 

Sometimes  23^ 

Never  29( 

Ease  of  maintenance 

Very  easy   29*5? 

Average  68^ 

Diflicult    Wf, 

Parts  Availability 

Always  available  23% 

Mostly  available   56% 


Sometimes  hard  to  find 

Always  hard  to  find   

Dealer  rating 

Very  good  

Good  

Fair  

Poor  

Very  poor  

Ever  broken  down  

Had  to  wait  for  parts   

Average  wait  for  parts   

Maintenance  problems 

Shim  valve  adjustment. 

Points  adjustment  

High  oil  consumption... 

Carb  synchronization  ... 
Best  features 

Shaft  drive  

Power,  torque  

Dependability   

Styling   

Comfort  

Worst  features 

Vibration   

Driveline  snatch   

Excess  weight  

Seat  

Shifting  clunk   

Buy  another  Yamaha   

Buy  another  XS750  


32  (. 
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TOUR  de  FORCE 

Mulholland  FORCE  1  ■  •■  Airshock  for  the  Super  Touring  Bike^ 

Interpart  continues  its  leadership  in  motorcycle  shocks  by  ' 
bringing  you  the  future  shock  today  ...  the  unique.  tVlulholland 
FORCE  1.  This  gleaming  polished  aluminum  beauty  brings  to  the 
superbike  owner  a  shock  worthy  of  its  name. 

The  FORCE  1  combines  a  precharged  gas  shock  absorber, 
"designed  specifically  for  a  motorcycle"  with  the  comfort  of  an 


n  popularity  is  the  Vetter  Windjam- 
which  got  high  marks  from  20  of  the 
50  owners.  Other  accessories  rated 
ly  by  our  respondents  include  Fiamm 
s.  Michelin  M-45  tires.  S&W  shocks, 
fairings,  Lockhart  oil  coolers  and 

0  luggage  racks.  There  are  also  a  few 
for  Cibie,  Marchal  and  other,  un- 
tied brand  quartz-halogen  headlights, 
any  of  the  owners  list  modifications 
hints  for  the  XS750,  but  they  don't 
w  any  discernable  pattern.  Among  the 

useful  ideas  are:  put  a  cannister  (an 
Armor-All  container)  on  the  oil 
her  hose  to  keep  the  oil  spray  off  the 
and  the  back  tire,  tighten  the  front 
le  mount  bolts  periodically  as  they 
loosen  and  increase  vibration,  use 
latex  Disc  Brake  Quiet  to  reduce  brake 
al  and  swap  the  brake  pucks  from  side 
le  to  equalize  wear.  Several  riders  said 
wary  of  the  brakes  in  the  rain  and  one 
suggested,  "Yeah,  practice  a  lot  be- 
you  go  downshifting  in  turns.  Shafties 
ifferent!" 

le  thing  Triple  owners  agree  on  is  its 
feature.  The  shaft  drive  was  listed  as  a 
feature  by  59  percent  of  the  owners. 
r  or  torque  were  cited  by  45  percent, 
ndability  was  listed  by  35  percent  and 
ercent  praised  the  Yamaha's  clean 
ig.  Rounding  out  the  five  best  is  com- 
listed  by  20  percent  of  the  owners, 
ere  is  less  agreement  on  the  Triple's 
t  features.  Twenty  one  percent  are 
;red  by  vibration,  but  nearly  as  many 
lercent)  say  smoothness  is  one  of  the 
iO's  best  features.  Driveline  snatch 
mentioned  by  16  percent  of  the 
:rs.  15  percent  said  it  is  too  heavy,  13 
;nt  dislike  the  seat  or  its  position  and 
ircent  think  there  is  too  much  shifting 
c. 

langes  suggested  by  the  owners  in- 
;  widening  the  swing  arm  so  larger 
can  be  fitted  (11  percent),  modifying 
hrottle  linkage  or  carbs  to  reduce  the 
lie  suddenness.  (10  percent),  larger 
ank.  (10  percent),  and  improve  the 
shocks  (9  percent). 

ly  another?  This  is  the  key  question 
XS750  owners  are  nearly  unanimous 
leir  reply— "Definitely!"  An  over- 
ming  97  percent  say  they  would  buy 
her  Yamaha.  One  satisfied  owner  told 
If  we  run  out  of  gas  before  I  reach 
)00  mi..  I'm  gonna  convert  to  alcohol 
go  till  it  breaks  at  200.000  mi.  Then 
;onna  polyurethane  it  and  mount  it  on 
iving  room  wall  because  1  think  its  the 
bike  going." 

Kly  seven  percent  of  the  owners  said 
would  buy  another  XS750  and  the 
reason  that  figure  isn't  higher  is  that 
y  riders  said  they  can't  wait  to  move  up 

1  XSl  1  and  several  already  have. 

le  pleased  owner  sent  us  a  picture  of 
;S750  sitting  next  to  his  Christmas  tree 
commented.  "The  bike  just  happened 
:  in  my  living  room  at  Christmas  so  I 
rated  it.  We  sang  'Oh  Christmas  Bike' 
other  famous  motorcycle  carols."  B 
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Stompi 
young  hot-shoe 


If  you  thought  the 
RM-60, 80  and  100  were 
screamers  last  year,  wait'll 
you  bust  a  berm  with 
these  new  rockets. 


All  three  produce  more 
ground-hugging  power  in  low 
and  mid-range.  Which  should 
knock  down  lap  times  (not  to 
mention  the  competition). 

This  year,  the  RM-80 
has  a  bigger  rear  wheel.  And 


more  suspension  travel  fn 
and  rear 

Both  the  80  and  100 
come  with  a  new  works 
roller-type  chain  guide. 


Ride  with  care.  Always  wear  a  helmet  and  protective  apparel.  Ride  only  where  authorized  and  respect  the  environnn 


KKhinesfer 


enny  Roberts  had  just  come  in  from 
practice  on  Friday  afternoon  before 
ears  Point  AMA  National  road  race, 
Ties  a  comfortable  2  sec.  under  those 

>  nearest  competitor.  After  exchang- 
is  racing  gear  for  a  pair  of  shorts  and 
asses.  Roberts  strolled  over  to  where 

Kcl  Carruthers  was  going  over  his 
500  Yamaha. 

el,  I  think  we  should  change  to  the  'C 

id  gear." 

'e\\.  make  up  your  mind  now."  said 
ithers.  "I  don't  want  to  tear  it  down 
hen  have  to  put  it  back  the  way  it  is 
again  if  you're  not  sure."  Carruthers 
loping  to  get  back  to  the  motel  pool 
escape  the  95°  heat.  Nothing  was  said 
srhaps  a  minute  while  Roberts  stared 
e  ground,  his  right  hand  twitching 
ly  as  he  mentally  went  through  his 
changes.  Finally  he  looked  up  at 
Ithers.  smiled,  and  said,  "Yeah,  let's 
le  'C  second." 

h.  you  bastard!"  replied  Carruthers 
set  to  work. 

;  nice  to  watch  someone  like  Kenny 

rts  who's  the  best  in  his  profession, 
garding  for  a  moment  the  obvious 
ntage  of  factory  backing  and  superior 
L>rt  personnel,  it's  interesting  to  watch 
uake  the  equipment  suit  him.  Every- 
is  aimed  toward  that  end,  whether  it 
langing  internal  gear  ratios,  adjusting 
uspension  to  the  track  conditions  or 
ng  the  right  tires.  As  the  complete 
ssional  he  manipulates  every  area 
n  his  power  to  make  sure  the  machine 
les  with  his  riding  style  in  the  manner 
gives  the  best  results.  And  Roberts 
uces  results,  even  when  he's  on  vaca- 
as  ut  Sears  Point. 

;-race  publicity  would  have  led  one  to 
ve  that  KR  was  racing  under  a  huge 
icap.  All  of  the  hype  indicated  that 
;rts  would  have  to  ride  the  wheels  ofl' 
e  500  to  be  able  to  stay  with  the  750s, 
I  in  fact  the  80  lb.  weight  advantage  of 
GO  made  it  much  more  maneuverable 
id  the  rolling,  twisty  circuit.  The  750s 
ed  to  have  better  punch  coming  out  of 
orners  but  the  hot  slippery  track  sur- 
narrowed  traction  to  a  fine  line  bor- 
j  on  one  side  by  heart-stopping  rear 
;l  slides  and  on  the  other  by  having  the 

wheel  3  ft.  in  the  air.  It  looked  more 
the  kind  of  situation  where  someone 
Roberts'  feel  for  tires  would  excel.  In 
lion,  two  of  KR's  toughest  competi- 
didn't  make  it  to  Sears  Point.  Last 
s  Sears  winner.  Mike  Baldwin,  was 
recovering  from  injuries  suHered  at 
ion.  and  Dale  Singleton  chose  to  run 
e  Swiss  F7S0  round  instead, 
ere  were  afew  people  around  to  try  to 

Roberts'  homecoming.  Foremost 
ig  these  was  Loudon  winner  Skip 
ind.  Skipper  needed  all  of  the  Win- 
Pro  Series  points  he  could  muster  at 

>  because  his  dirt  track  program 
't  been  doing  as  well  as  he  had  hoped, 
tps  just  as  important  was  his  desire  to 
KR  in  a  straight  battle  and  shed 


himself  of  his  "protege"  title. 

Besides  Aksland,  Roberts'  biggest  chal- 
lenges would  probably  come  T'rom  the 
ever-quick  Gene  Romero.  New  tnglander 
Rich  Schlacter,  and  Sears  Point  ace  Harry 
Klinzmann. 

Practice  was  relatively  uneventful,  as 
most  riders  sought  the  right  combination 
of  gearing  and  tires  to  cope  with  the  hot 
temperatures  and  bumpy,  slippery  track. 
Roberts  was  easilv  fastest,  getting  down  to 
mid  1:46s  not  near  the  record  but  about 
1.5  to  2  sec.  quicker  than  anyone  else. 
Aksland  was  playing  musical  wheels  and 
tires,  searching  for  the  right  set-up.  Skip's 
brother/tuner  Bud  Aksland  had  alrcadv 
changed  to  stock  pipes  and  cylinders  on 
their  PJI  Lubricants-sponsored  bike  in  an 
attempt  to  make  it  easier  to  ride.  As  Skip 
explained.  "There  are  few  places  here 
where  the  bike  is  straight  when  you  gas  it, 
so  extra  horsepower  doesn't  really  help." 

Romero,  Schlacter  and  Klinzmann  all 
worked  their  times  down  in  1:47  1:48 
range  by  Saturday  afternoon.  Several 
riders  were  caught  out  by  the  slippery 
surface,  among  them  Dave  Schlosscr.  Wcs 
Coole\  and  Canadian  Miles  Baldwin. 
Miles  at  least  was  cheerful,  observing  that. 
"1  seized  yesterday  and  crashed  today  (Sat- 
urday) so  race  day  should  be  alright.  At 
least  1  fell  in  the  grass  and  didn't  mess  up 
my  new  leathers!" 

The  heat  races  were  watched  with  inter- 
est because  everyone  wanted  to  see  just 
how  fast  Roberts  would  go.  The  tirst  heat 
saw  Klin/mann  and  .Aksland  break  away 
quickly  from  Dave  Emde,  Mike  Cone  and 
Gill  Martin,  Bruce  Hammer  had  been  on 
the  front  row  but  stopped  lo  fix  a  Hat  tire  on 
the  warm-up  lap  and  restarted  half  a  lap 
down.  Cory  Ruppelt  ended  his  weekend 
early  by  throwing  his  bike  down  the  road 
and  injuring  his  shoulder.  Up  front  Aks- 
land  s  bike  seemed  to  have  a  horsept)wer 
edge  but  Klinzmann  was  riding  harderand 
braking  better.  On  the  last  lap  Skipper 
really  gassed  it  and  simultaneously  Harr\ 
got  into  a  tank-slapper  that  made  him 
realize  a  safe  second  was  the  wisest  choice. 
Emde  was  third  and  Martin  finished 
fourth. 

In  the  second  heat  Gene  Romero  got 
rolling  tirst,  shadowed  by  Schlacter  and 
Roberts.  On  the  third  lap  KR  took  Schlac- 
ter in  Turn  10  and  went  underneath 
Romero  in  the  Turn  1 1  hairpin.  Roberts 
wheelied  out  of  1 1  and  went  on  to  win  by 
about  6  sec.  Both  Schlacter  and  Romero 
felt  they  could  stay  closer  in  the  final. 

The  final  wasn't  far  away  because  the 
AMA  pushed  the  750  National  forward  to 
the  first  event  of  the  afternoon.  This  dis- 
tressed no  one  except  Mike  Cone  w  ho  had 
blown  a  crank  in  heat  one  and  was  working 
feverishly  to  rebuild  his  motor.  He  finished 
in  time  but  after  seven  laps  it  began  to  run 
on  three  cylinders  so  he  stopped. 

Romeri)  once  again  led  on  his  Imperial 
Spas-sponsored,  Don  Vesco-owned  bike, 
followed  by  Cooley,  Aksland.  Roberts, 
Mailt  Jones.  Emde  and  Schlacter.  At  Turn 


2,  Jones  had  unloaded  in  spectacular  fash- 
ion scattering  his  bike  and  the  following 

riders,  but  fortunately  not  himself.  Chief 
benefactor  of  the  crash  was  Bruce  Ham- 
mer, who  found  himself  in  sixth  place  after 
starting  at  the  back.  His  delight  was  short- 
lived, however,  as  the  bike  seized  on  lap 
three.  Klinzmann  also  had  no  time  to 
enjoy  his  fifth  place  because  his  electrics 
went  south  on  lap  two. 

Romero,  Roberts  and  Aksland  steadily 
opened  up  distance  on  Cooie\.  Wes  tried 
to  stay  with  the  leaders  but  when  he  really 
started  motoring  the  bike  would  wobble. 
He  suspected  that  the  frame  may  have 
been  tweaked  in  his  practice  crash. 

Romero  had  decided  to  try  to  keep 
Roberts  at  bay  by  blocking  his  line  and 
then  using  the  750's  torque  to  outrun  him 
out  of  the  corners.  Roberts  got  past  several 
times  in  the  first  10  laps  but  Romero  always 
led  past  the  start-finish  line,  after  viciously 
outbraking  Roberts  at  Turn  1 1 .  Finally,  on 
lap  12.  Roberts  took  the  lead  and  held  it. 
dropping  from  1:47  lap  times  down  to 
1 :4Ss  and  motoring  away  to  win  by  14  sec. 
Aksland  also  passed  Romero,  scraping  him 
oH'in  trafiicon  lap  13.  and  beat  him  to  the 
finish  by  3  sec. 

But  where  was  everyone  else?  Schlacter, 
angry  after  bogging  on  the  start,  was  even 
angrier  to  find  that  he  had  to  go  motocross- 
ing  on  his  Sky  Cycles/self-sponsored  bike 
in  order  to  avoid  the  Jones  accident.  He 
worked  his  way  from  last  to  fifth  place  by 
lap  6.  On  lap's,  he  and  Gill  Martin,  29, 
who  had  hitched  on  behind,  passed  Cooley 
into  fourth  and  fifth,  but  the  lead  trio  was 
long  gone.  He  and  Martin,  a  self-spon- 
sored rider  from  San  Diego  nn)untcd  on  a 
modified  TZ-750A.  fought  for  fourth  until 
Martin  had  a  big  moment  coming  out  of 
Turn  1 1.  The  rear  end  slid,  he  caught  it, 
and  then  the  front  wheel  headed  for  the 
sky.  1  he  fairing  bubble  struck  his  helmet 
as  the  bike  came  up,  knocking  his  glasses 
off,  so  he  continued  at  a  much  reduced 
pace.  Coolev  finished  sixth  ahead  of 
Emde.  David  Garoutle,  John  Bettencourt 
and  Miles  Baldwin. 

Roberts  said  afterward  that  he  had  to 
ride  hard  to  win.  but  once  past  Romero 
had  no  problems.  Obviously  true,  because 
Roberts  spent  the  last  four  laps  doing 
wheelies  for  the  crowd,  at  times  bringing 
the  w  heel  dow  n  and  leaning  into  the  cor- 
ner ull  in  one  motion. 

It's  nice  to  watch  a  professional.  > 


790ec 

Kenny  Roberts  Yam 

Skip  Aksland  Yam 

Gene  Romero  Yam 

Rich  Schlacter  Yam 

Gill  Martin  „  Yaaa 

W»  Cooley  ...Yam 

Davie  Emde   :  ...Yam 

Dave  Garoutte  ,  -  Yam 

John  Bettencourt..  Yam 

Miles  Baldwin   ..;Yam 
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tween  Klinzmann  and  Schlacter.  the  result 
being  four  laps  of  the  tightest,  fastest 
heads-up  racing  ever  seen  in  Superbikes. 
All  four  antagonists  turned  times  fast 
enough  to  win.  It  was  a  certain  case  of 
having  the  right  times  at  the  wrong  time- 
Spencer  was  already  too  far  in  front  to 
catch. 

Consider  one  single  lap  in  the  race. 
Klinzmann  led  the  group,  and  two  differ- 
ent people  at  two  different  track  locations 
timed  Cooley  and  Schlacter  at  an  identical 
1:49.8  while  a  third  timed  Spencer— out- 
front  and  cruising— at  1:51.1.  Pierce  and 
Klinzmann  were  side  by  side  with  Cooley 
and  Schlacter. 

"I  looked  back  and  could  see  these  three 
heads  and  just  thought  'Oh  no,'  "  Klinz- 
mann said  later.  "1  just  took  off.  but  those 
guys  were  going  for  it  and  I  just  couldn't 
keep  up  the  pace.  I  couldn't  go  any  faster 
because  the  tires  got  really  hot  and 
wouldn't  hook  up  anymore.  Schlacter 
passed  me.  then  all  of  a  sudden  Pierce 
passed  both  of  us.  Then  Cooley.  It  was 
incredible." 

Pierce  stretched  a  little  distance  on 
Cooley  when  Cooley  got  sideways  on  lop  of 
the  hill,  and  Schlacter  was  having  nothing 
to  do  with  fourth  place  if  he  could  help  it. 

Turn  1 1.  last  lap.  Schlacter  drives  out- 
side and  around  Cooley.  and  looks  to  be 
exiting  in  front.  Cooley  glances  over,  sees 
Schlacter's  front  wheel,  and  grabs  a  hand- 
ful that  sends  the  Yoshimura  Suzuki's  front 
wheel  rocketing  for  the  sky  even  though 
Cooley's  still  got  the  bike  leaned  over. 
Cooley  holds  on.  setting  the  wheel  down 
for  a  split  second  as  he  shifts  into  second, 
and  it  comes  up  again  in  third  gear.  It  is 
spectacular  and  is  plenty  effective,  for 
Cooley  outdrives  Schlacter  and  takes  the 
checkered  flag  third,  behind  Spencer  and 
Pierce. 

Steve  McLaughlin  didn't  start  the  race, 
parking  his  Racecrafters/Action  Fours  Ka- 
wasaki after  hurting  his  knee  in  a  practice 
crash.  David  Emde  was  nowhere  in  the 
results,  unhappy  with  a  spare  Vetter  Ka- 
wasaki that  slid,  wobbled  and  misfired. 

And  the  champion,  Pridmore?  "Reg  did 
a  1 : 50.7."  said  Pierre  des  Roches,  his  tuner. 
"He  went  fast.  It  just  wasn't  fast  enough. 
There  were  a  lot  of  fast  guys  out  there." 


3  days  before  the  Sears  Point  Super- 
ke  Production  final  race.  Fast  Fred- 
pencer  had  never  ridden  the 
aki  Motors  Corp.  KZIOOO  Mk.  II 
ke  prepared  by  Randy  Hall  and 
led  by  Dennis  David, 
t  fact  didn't  keep  Freddie  from  beat- 
most  talent-laden  Superbike  race  in 
easily.  How  competitive  was  the 
?  So  fast  and  furious  that  three-time 
)ike  Production  champion  Reg  Prid- 
ould  manage  no  better  than  seventh 

e  than  including  the  best  racing  seen 

1  the  Superbikes  this  year.  Sears 
iounded  the  death  knell  for  Twins, 
er  and  Loudon-winner  Richard 
ter  were  poached  off  Ducatis  by 
aki.  That  left  1978  Sears  Point  win- 
,ul  Ritter  on  the  San  Jose  BMW 
en  by  Harry  Klinzmann  for  the 
afters/Action  Fours  Kawasaki  ear- 
is  year)  as  the  only  Twin  rider  of 

2  speed,  and  Ritter  finished  1  Ith.  If 
the  AMA  tracks  is  a  track  for  the 
twin-cylinder  race  bikes.  Sears  is. 

jr  cylinder  Suzukis  and  Kawasakis 
ated  everything. 

all  the  fast  bikes  were  ridden  by 
with  big  bucks  sponsorships,  either. 

Parme.  riding  his  own  early  Ka- 
(which  finished  second  in  the  AFM 
ir)  with  help  from  brother  Larry, 
urth  going  up  the  .start  hill,  and 
i  Smith  on  the  Kevin  Donnelly/Del 
uzuki  GS  lOOOS  was  fifth.  Superbike 
has  become  the  class  for  the  masses. 

finished  sixth,  notable  not  only 
e  of  the  quality  of  rider  and  ma- 
leeded  to  beat  him,  but  also  by  the 
t  of  trouble  it  took  for  those  riders 
achines  to  get  past.  One  combina- 
hich  didn't  get  by  was  reigning 
>ion  Pridmore  and  his  Vetter 
iiki. 

■  riders  dominated  the  heat  races: 
e  Spencer  and  Ron  Pierce  (Yoshi- 
Suzuki  GSIOOO)  in  one  race  and 
jchlacter  (Kawasaki  Motors  Corp. 
K)  Mk.  11)  and  Wes  Cooley  (Yoshi- 
Juzuki  GSIOOO)  in  the  other. 
;he  entire  five  laps  of  the  heat.  Pierce 
T  Spencer  in  spite  of  brake  problems 
made  it  impossible  to  predict  ex- 
'hat  the  front  brake  would  do  going 
:orner.  Sometimes,  Pierce  said  later, 
er  would  come  into  the  bar  with 
)r  no  resistance— other  times  the 
pressure  would  lock  up  the  front 

nwhile.  Spencer  was  having  clutch 
especially  downshifting.  But  while 
les  were  a  bit  slow  in  the  1:50  and 
nge,  the  pair  had  a  good  race.  Pierce 
/  using  his  infamous  "Bakersfield 
a  very  tight,  inside  approach  which 
a  rider  to  brake  deeper  into  a  turn, 
dich  requires  a  slower  apex  speed 
traditional  line. 


It's  so  different  from  Cooley's  lines  that 
Yoshimura  mechanics  geared  Pierce's  bike 
14:49  to  use  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
gears  compared  to  Cooley's  bike's  14:42  to 
use  first,  second,  third  and  fourth.  The 
beauty  of  a  strategically-used  Bakersfield 
line  is  that  it's  good  for  stufling  past  a  rider 
in  front  on  the  offensive  and  makes  passing 
almost  impossible  on  the  defensive,  since  it 
intersects  any  wider  entry  line.  Every  lap  at 
the  rough,  tight  turn  1 1  hairpin.  Spencer 
would  pull  outside  Pierce  on  the  brakes, 
only  to  find  any  attempt  to  pass  blocked  by 
Pierce's  bike  halfway  around  the  turn. 
Spencer  had  a  choice  going  into  that  turn- 
hold  position  or  rig  for  ramming.  Spencer 
settled  for  second. 

Cooley  pulled  away  from  Schlacter  in 
his  heat  race  with  lap  times  a  couple  of 
seconds  faster  than  in  Pierce  and  Spencer's 
heat,  but  a  flat  front  tire  sent  Cooley  off" the 
track  and  into  a  ditch.  When  Cooley 
crashed.  Schlacter  won  the  heat. 

Yoshimura  mechanics  succeeded  in  fix- 
ing Cooley's  bike's  crash  damage  and  in 
sorting  out  Pierce's  brakes  in  the  hours 
between  the  heats  and  the  main  event,  and 
Dennis  David  changed  the  clutch  in 
Spencer's  bike  during  the  same  time. 

"My  main  problem  is  going  to  be  with 
the  clutch."  worried  Spencer  before  the 
start.  "You  know,  whether  or  not  I  can  get  a 
good  start.  Plus  finding  a  way  to  get  around 
Pierce  if  he  gels  out  in  front.  Plus  there's 
Richard  (Schlacter)  and  Harry  (Klinz- 
mann). It  ought  to  be  a  good  race." 

The  starter  caught  both  Pierce  and  Prid- 
more off  guard  with  their  bikes  in  neutral, 
and  Klinzmann  led  the  field  up  the  hill.  A 
few  turns  into  the  race  Klinzmann  bob- 
bled  when  his  tires  slid  and  his  bike  went 
into  lank  slappers.  and  Spencer  stuffed  his 
way  past.  Spencer  was  out  front  and  pull- 
ing away,  turning  two  fast  laps  to  establish 
a  cushion  ( 1 :47.9  on  the  second  lap.  1 :49.6 
on  the  third)  and  then  settling  down  to 
consistent  1:50  lap  limes  (1:50.0,  1:50.6, 
1:50.9.  etc.) 

Cooley  was  going  just  as  fasl  as  Spencer 
and  working  harder-the  heat  race  crash 
forced  Cooley  lo  start  dead  last,  and  he 
sliced  his  way  through  traflic  with  a  ven- 
geance, reaching  10th  place  by  the  end  of 
the  first  lap  and  fifth  by  the  end  of  the 
fourth  lap.  holding  his  pace,  turning 
1:49.8,  1:50.7.  1:50.1,  1:49.9.  1:49.8. 
1:50.1. 

By  then,  Cooley  had  caught  up  to  and 
spurred  on  Pierce  (who  had  gotten  away  in 
10th  place),  and  the  two  went  around, 
underneath  and  through  trafliic  one  after 
the  other.  Pierce's  times  dropped  instantly 
to  match  Cooley's.  and  his  Bakersfield  line 
made  him  impossible  to  pass. 

About  halfway  through  the  10-lap  race 
(shortened  from  the  scheduled  16  laps  due 
to  time  lost  cleaning  up  a  massive  Novice 
heat  race  pile-up),  the  Pierce-Cooley  dog- 
fight hooked  up  with  a  similar  battle  be- 


Superbike  Results 

Freddie  Spencer  Kaw 

Ron  Pierce  ......S.   Suz 

Wes  Cooley   Suz 

Rich  Schlacter  .....^L.™...Kaw 

Harry  Klinzmann  ....;i....;;...Kaw 

Chuck  Parme    Kaw 

Reg  Pridmore  Kaw 

John  Bettencourt   Suz 

Dennis  Smith. ........^  Suz 

Roberto  Pietri  .:  Suz 
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BOB  HANNAHlS  THIRD  NATIONA 

CHAMPIONSHIP 


ost  motocross  championships  in 
America  involving  Team  Yama- 
ha's nearly  invincibje  Bob  Han- 
nah are  foregone  conclusions.  Once  the 
Hurricane  enters  a  particular  race  series, 
barring  mechanical  breakdowns,  it  is  only 
a  matter  of  time  bel'ore  he  walks  off  with 
the  title.  This  year's  250cc  National  Cham- 
pionship was  no  exception  as  Hannah 
cleaned  house  for  the  second  year  in  a  row. 
racking  up  in  the  process  a  total  of  50 
major  wins  since  joining  Team  Yamaha  in 
1976.  He  now  has  seven  championship 
titles  to  his  credit,  including  three  Na- 
tional, three  Supcrcross  scries  and  one 
Trans-AMA  series  championship. 

This  year's  250cc  National  Champion- 
ship consisted  of  10  race  meetings  across 
the  country  and  kicked  off  just  as  expected. 
The  traditional  season  opener  at  Hang- 
town,  California,  saw  Hannah  making  a 
clean  sweep  of  both  45  min.  motos  then 
going  on  to  do  the  same  thing  again  the 
following  weeks  at  Saddleback.  Phoenix 
and  Omaha.  And  where  was  the  rest  of  the 
competition? 

All  the  other  top  National  riders  were 
racing  in  the  500cc  National  class  where 
they  felt  they  had  a  better  chance  at  win- 
ning, while  the  few  who  had  chosen  to  stay 
in  the  250cc  class  and  challenge  Hannah 
were  busy  trying  to  make  their  bikes  work 
right.  These  included  the  top  four  250cc 


by  Jim  Gianatsis 

riders  in  the  country  besides  Hannah. 
Team  Honda's  Marty  Tripes  and  Steve 
Wise.  Team  Suzuki's  Kent  Howerton  and 
Team  Kawasaki's  Jimmy  Weinert. 

While  Hannah  had  shown  up  at  Hang- 
town  with  Yamaha's  new  OW-40  works 
bike,  the  bike  itself  was  nothing  more  than 
a  refined  and  proven  version  of  an  all  new 
model  introduced  the  year  before.  The 
three  other  major  Japanese  factory  teams, 
however,  introduced  completely  new  and 
redesigned  bikes  for  Hangtown. 

The  most  radical  of  these  bikes  was 
Weinert's  Uni-Trak  Kawasaki.  It  had  a 
monoshock  rear  suspension  like  the  Yama- 
has.  but  where  Yamaha  positioned  the 
shock  in  cantilever  over  the  engine,  Ka- 
wasaki located  the  shock  behind  the  en- 
gine and  inside  the  swing  arm  which 
lowered  the  bike's  center  of  gravity  for 
improved  handling.  Of  the  three  Japanese 
teams,  though,  Kawasaki's  Uni-Trak  was 
fully  developed  when  it  hit  the  racetrack  at 
Hangtown.  but  it  took  Weinert  a  couple  of 
weeks  to  fully  sort  out  the  suspension. 

Team  Honda's  new  RC  works  bike 
looked  fairly  conventional,  but  was  a  com- 
pletely new  design  as  well.  The  frame 
featured  twin  front  downtubes  (where 
Honda  had  always  used  single  front  down- 
tube  frames  in  the  past)  and  revised  geom- 


etry. The  engine  was  an  all-new  I 
stroke  250cc  motor  with  a  broad  and  i 
able  powerband.  It  didn't  have  the  p 
top-end  power  which  the  riders  felt 
needed  for  the  fast  American  iract 
they  .soon  had  switched  back  to  the 
duction  CR  type  short  stroke  engines 
have  been  using  for  years.  Steve 
would  stick  with  the  twin  front  down 
bike  with  center  port  exhaust  short-s 
engine  which  is  expected  to  beconn 
1980  production  bike.  Marty  Tripes  o 
to  go  back  to  the  regular  production 
single  front  downtube  frame  with 
short-stroker  engine.  None  of  the  ridi 
Honda,  including  those  in  the  n 
classes,  were  particularly  happy  with 
bikes  at  any  time  and  usually  compla 
openly.  Most  of  the  time  it  .sounded  I 
poor  excuse  considering  how  well  Gra 
Noyce  was  doing  with  his  works  RC  ii 
500cc  World  Championship. 

Kent  Howerton  started  the  series  w 
new  RH-250-79  works  Su/uki  that 
tured  a  downsized  and  more  compac 
gine  along  with  slightly  revised  fr 
geometry  and  slightly  shorter  siispci 
from  the  previous  year.  In  the  arc 
suspension  travel  all  the  factory  u 
have  now  settled  on  300mm  ( 12  in.)  .i 
practical  limit  for  a  bike  to  handle  well 
still  remain  manageable. 

Beginning  with  Hangtown.  Bob  Har 


Jimmy  Weinert  leads  Marty  Tripes,  Hannah  and  Kent  Howerton  during  the  four-way  battle  for  first  place  at  Sears  Point. 


80/CYCLE  WORLD 


C     Photo  by  Jim  Gie 


gh  Competition 
m  Howerton,  Tripes 
d  Weinert  Moke  on 
:iting  250cc  Series 

lued  his  w  inning  streak  right  through 
aces  to  Southwick.  There  on  the  hilly 
track  Kent  Howerton  ligured  he  had  a 
;e  against  the  National  Champion, 
jring  him  hard.  In  the  first  moto 
■rton  pulled  off  a  good  lead  which 
ah  tried  to  catch,  but  couldn't.  It 
ated  Hannah  to  the  point  he  side- 
d  a  trackside  post  at  one  point  and 

a  linger.  Bob  kept  on  racing,  pushing 
rd  as  he  could  and  lost  control  again  a 
e  of  laps  later  as  his  bike  got  out  of 
;  coming  off  a  jump  and  he  crashed 
gh  a  trackside  fence.  Kent  had  the 
won  and  returned  in  the  second  moto 
Itle  with  Bob  again.  They  clashed  in 
citing  race  lasting  nearly  the  entire 

before  the  transmission  on  the  usu- 
eliable  works  Yamaha  blew  up,  leav- 
ob  with  a  long  walk  back  to  the  pits 
Cent  Howerton  with  the  overall  win. 
e  following  week  in  Atlanta.  Hower- 
nd  Hannah  renewed  their  battle  and 
just  as  hot  and  heavy.  Kent  collected 
rst  moto  w  in.  but  Bob.  by  virtue  of>  National  Championship. 


s  looking  in  control,  Bob  Hannah  swoops  past  Maico  crash  specialist  Danny  "MaGoo"  Marty  Tripes  was  faster  than  Hannah  when 
dier  (42)  and  LOP's  Ron  Pomeroy  at  the  Denver  National.  he  wanted  to  be,  which  wasn't  often. 

NOVEMBER  1979/81 


Bob  Hannah  continues  as  America  s  winningest  motocross  star  by  taking  another  250cc  AM  A 


Kawasaki's  old  man  of  motocross,  Jimmy 
Weinert,  usually  ran  well  for  the  first  30  min. 
of  each  moto,  then  faded. 

coming  back  to  beat  Kent  in  the  second 
moto.  collected  the  day's  overall  win.  The 
Rhinestone  Cowboy  had  proven  in  those 
two  weeks  though,  that  the  Hurricane  was 
not  invincible. 

With  some  of  the  other  factory  riders 
thus  inspired,  the  next  National  a  couple 
of  weeks  later  at  Sears  Point  saw  Marty 
"Typhoon"  Tripes  and  "Jamming"  Jimmy 
Weinert  joining  Howerton  and  Hannah  in 
what  became  the  most  exciting  race  of  the 
series  as  the  four  of  them  battled  nearly 
every  foot  of  the  way  in  the  two  motos. 
Coming  out  on  top  both  races  was  the  rider 
everyone  least  expected.  Marty  Tripes.  It 
wasn't  that  Marty  wasn't  know  n  to  be  fast, 
just  that  he  had  not  been  bothering  to 
show  it  .so  far  this  sea.son.  Hannah  pulled 
off  second  overall  ahead  of  Howerton  and 
Weinert. 

Denver  came  next.  There  rookie  KTM 
rider  "Boo"  Stichter  put  on  a  good  show 
for  hometown  fans  as  he  lead  the  opening 
laps  of  both  motos  before  dropping  back. 
Then  Tripes  took  control  of  the  races, 
holding  a  strong  lead  over  Hannah.  But 
then  Marty  pulled  one  of  his  surprise 
moves  which  hadn't  been  .seen  since  last 
season.  He  slowed  down  dramatically  to  lei 
Hannah.  Weinert  and  Howerton  catch  and 
pass  him.  No  explanation  was  ever  given  as 
to  why  he  had  handed  over  the  win  to 
Hannah  that  day  other  than  his  usual 
vague  references  to  how  his  Honda  wasn't 
competitive  with  the  other  factory  bikes 
and  Marty  didn't  want  to  over  extend 
himself  by  taking  chances. 

What  had  happened  at  Denver  stirred 
up  a  lot  of  controversial  hot  water  in  the 
Honda  camp.  Why  was  the  bike  which 
Tripes  had  won  on  at  Sears  Point  suddenly 
no  good  at  Denver?  Marty  knew  his  job 
was  on  the  line  then  and  there,  as  well  as 
the  chance  to  ride  for  any  other  factory 
team  sometime  in  the  future.  The  follow- 
ing week  was  Buchanan.  Michigan,  and 
there  Typhoon  Tripes  demonstrated  his 


Suzuki's  Rhinestone  Cowboy,  Kent  Howerton,  blasted  Hannah  at  the  last  race  at  Mt.  Mi 


superiority  over  Hannah  and  the  other 
riders.  He  won  both  motos  in  a  runaway 
performance.  In  the  first  moto.  alone. 
Marty  had  built  up  a  huge  30  sec.  lead  over 
Hannah  in  the  opening  laps  at  an  incredi- 
ble pace  of  5  .sec.  per  lap. 

Kent  Howerton  pulled  a  miserable  start 
in  the  middle  of  the  pack  in  the  second 
moto  and  was  charging  his  way  up  towards 
the  front  as  fast  as  possible  in  an  all  out 
attempt  to  catch  Hannah.  The  two  were 
only  separated  by  a  few  points  for  the  lead 
in  the  Championship  and  with  only  one 
race  remaining  after  Buchanan.  Kent 
could  not  afford  to  play  things  safely  if  he 
wanted  to  catch  Bob.  Unfortunately,  com- 
ing off  a  downhill  jump  at  full  throttle 


FINAL  RESULTS 
1979  AMA  250CC  NATIONAL 
)TOCROSS  CHAMPIONSHIP 


1.  Bob  Hannah 

2.  Kent  Howerton 

3.  Marty  Tripes 

4.  Jim  Weinert 

5.  Mark  Gregson 

6.  Larry  Wosick 

7.  Mike  Guerra 

8.  John  Savitski 

9.  Steve  Wise 

10.  Ron  Sun 


Yamaha 

Suzuki 

Honda 

Kawasaki 

Yamaha 

Honda 

Husqvama 

Yamaha 

Honda 

Husqvama 


454  points 

408 

315 

253 

226 

208 

205 

190  >,  ,  :  J 

188 

148 


where  all  the  other  riders  had  almost  been 
coasting.  Kent  jumped  so  far  over  the 
normal  landing  point  he  came  down  in  a 
mud  bog  which  instantly  grabbed  his  bike 
and  sent  Kent  flipping  over  the  bars.  He 
was  too  bruised  and  battered  to  finish  the 
moto  which,  in  effect,  gave  Hannah  a  large 
enough  points  margin  that  his  appearance 
at  the  final  race  in  Mt.  Morris.  Pennsylva- 
nia, would  almost  assure  him  the  250cc 
National  Championship. 

After  having  run  away  with  the  race  at 
Buchanan.  Marty  Tripes  figured  he  didn't 
have  to  ride  hard  again  for  the  rest  of  the 


summer.  He  had  proved  himself,  thi 
no  point  in  particular  regarding  the  fai. 
modified  Honda  CR  production  bike 
how  "uncompetitive""  it  was.  There  ' 
two  riders  who  did  have  a  point  to  pro' 
the  final  race  and  they  were  Hannah 
Howerton.  Hannah,  because  he  wani 
decisive  and  clear  cut  win  to  finish  tal 
the  championship  .  .  .  something 
hadn't  had  in  weeks.  And  Howerton. 
wanted  to  prove  he  was  worthy  of  what 
evaded  him  for  .so  many  years. 

Things  looked  bleak  for  Kent  thougl 
the  opening  moto  at  Mt.  Morris  kickc 
with  Hannah  nailing  the  hole  shot 
running  off  with  the  lead.  Kent  had  go 
away  somewhere  in  eighth  position 
worked  his  way  up  to  second  with  M 
Tripes  pushing  him  the  entire  way 
almost  managing  to  pass  at  the  finish  1 
Kent  held  on  to  his  second  place  1 
backed  it  up  in  the  final  moto  wit 
holeshot  of  his  own  to  snare  the  U 
Hannah  was  right  behind  and  within  a 
laps  Bob  had  closed  right  up  on  Kent's  i 
fender  For  the  next  30  min.  the\  ran  lil 
freight  train,  the  Suzuki  playing  engin 
the  Yamaha  caboose.  The  two  riders  v 
so  evenly  matched  in  horsepower  and 
ing  skill,  choosing  the  same  lines 
braking  points  around  the  track,  that  1 
could  never  even  manage  to  get  a  fi 
knobby  beside  Kent  in  one  turn.  Fin; 
with  just  two  laps  to  go.  Bob  Han 
shook  his  head  in  defeat  at  his  mcchani 
they  charged  their  way  through  the  sig: 
ing  area  and  Bob  backed  the  OW-40  off 
gas.  Howerton  reeled  the  Su/uki  i)ul  ah 
to  take  the  moto  win  by  a  good  10  sec. ' 
overall  win  went  to  Kent  as  well. 
Rhinestone  Cowboy  had  proven  his  pc 

It  was  a  shame  this  year's  250cc  Natic 
Championship  had  gotten  off  to  sue 
slow  start  for  everyone  but  Hannah, 
once  the  other  riders  had  sorted  out  t 
bikes  and  picked  up  steam,  the  series 
certainly  proven  to  be  exciting. 
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DHEVY  4-¥rHEELERS. 

latch  available  automatic  transmission  with  part-time  4-wheel  drive.  For 

980,  Chevy  4WD  Pickups  and  Blazers  with  freewheeling  front  hubs  can  be  ordered 
nth  the  available  automatic  transmission.  Manual  transmission  is  standard.  Multi-leaf 
prings,  front  and  rear,  soak  up  the  jolts.  Sway  and  lean  are  tempered  by  the  front 
tabilizer  bar.  And  no  additional  suspension  equipment  is  required  for  off-road  use. 

Tough  imported  Chevy  LUV  4WD  comes  with  standard  4-speed  manual  transmission, 
'eewheeling  front  hubs,  independent  front  suspension,  and  torsion  bar  springs.  When 
le  going  gets  rough,  get  with  a  Chevy  4WD.  Many  dealers  arrange  leasmg,  too. 


BUIIT  TO  Simr  TOUQH 

Cl,  jtorial 


Whenever  you  need  air... for  auto,  bike  and  motorcycle  tires,  air 
mattress,  toys,  balls,  even  party  balloons . . . you  will  be  ready  with  the 
Pedal  Pump.  Only  S19.9S  plus  $3.50  shipping  and  handling  and  local 
sales  tax. 


Plus  FREE  Air  Mallress  with  pillow.  Six  feet  long  with  self  seal  valve 
and  heavy  duty  vinyl  construction.  Great  for  Pool  and  Beach! 


The  incredible  foot -pumping  action  is  so  easy  that  even  a  child  can 
inflate  an  auto  tire  in  minutes.  The  spring-action  cylinder  takes  the 
huff-and-puff  out  of  pumping.  Just  look  at  the  quality  features. 
Sprin);  Action IVeadle  snaps  back  after  every  downstroke,  making  the 
job  of  pumping  up  a  tire  as  easy  as  walking  up  a  flight  of  stairs.  The 
non-skid  Foot  Pedal  gives  sure  footing. 

Oversize  Pumping  Cylinder  acts  with  hydraulic  force  to  double  the 
flow  of  air. 

Tempered  Steel  Construction  coated  with  colorful  chip-resistant 
paint  to  resist  rust  and  corrosion. 

Fail-Safe  Gauge  tells  you  exactly  how  much  air  you  are  pumping.  Red 
Marker  indicates  when  you  have  reached  the  pressure  you  want. 
Extra  Long  Air  Hose  with  quality  swivel  fittings  make  it  easy  to  reach 
valves  in  odd  positions. 

3  Special  Nozzles  are  included  for  inflatable  toys,  sports  equipment 
or  English  bicycles. 

Easy  To  Store  in  a  corner  of  car  trunk  or  kitchen  cabinet.  A  Fast- 
Release  Clip  keeps  pump  closed  for  storage,  but  snaps  open  with  a 
touch  of  your  toe. 

DELUXE  PEDAL  PUMP  is  available  with  extra  cylinder  for  super 
fast  inflation.  Twice  the  speed  and  ease  for  heavy  duty  jobs.  Only 
$29.95  plus  $3.50  shipping  and  handling. 


DELUXE 
PEDAL  PUMP 
Only  $29.95 


TO  ORDER:  Print  PEDAL  PUMP  RT60525  for  $19.95  or  DELUXE 
PEDAL  PUMP  RT60526  for  $29.95  along  with  your  name  and 
address.  Enclose  check  or  money  order  for  the  full  amount  plus  $3.50 
shipping  and  handling  per  pump  (and  local  sales  tax*). 


Mail  to:  _ 

(a  CBS  Publication)  32275  Mally  Rd.,  Dept300i 
P.O.  Box  S(;,  Madison  Heights,  Ml  48071 


WORLO 


*The  f>overnmeni  requires  us  to  collect  sales  tax  in  all  states  except  AK,  DE,  MT,  NH  and  OR. 


^he  FM/A  M  portable  radio  that  stays  put, 
nywhere  you  put  it,  Ims  /setter  reception 
nth  new  huilt-in  antenna! 

asy  Rider  is  the  first  quality  portable  you  can  take  so 
any  places  without  having  to  worry  about  its  sliding,  lali- 
g  or  breaking.  It  mounts  securely  on  almost  anything. 

here's  a  slide-lock  mount  that  fits  permanently  on  the 
uidle  bars  ot"  your  bicycle,  motorcycle  or  snowmobile, 
jeping  the  radio  secure  while  you're  riding,  yet  easy  to  re- 
ase  w  hen  you  want  to  take  it  somewhere  else,  nasy  Rider's 
ugh  ABS  plastic  cabinet  makes  it  truly  an  action  radio., 

Built-in  antenna  pulls  in  hard  to  reach  stations. 
Slide-in,  slide-out  mount  makes  Easy  Rider  truly 
portable. 

Plug-in  earphone  lets  you  listen  to  music  with  one  ear. 

Operates  on  4  penlight  batteries. 

Optional  AC  adaptor  operates  on  regular  house 

current. 

Easy  Rider  (batteries  included)  CW30038  $34.95 
AC  Adaptor  CW 30039  $  4.95 


3000 


(A  (  BS  Piiblkalion)  32275  Mally  Rd.,  P.O.  BoxSG, 
Madison  llei^hls.  Mi  48071 

Easy  Rider  Radio  w/baueries  CW30O38  S34.95  

AC  Adaptor  C\V3()t).19  $4.95   

Postage  and  handling  S2.00   

♦Add  local  sales  tax   

Total  $  

METHOD  or  PAYMENT 

Check  or  money  order  □  Master  Charge 

Visa         LI  American  Express 

Card  number  

Expiration  date  

Signal  ure  


Musicrcharjio 
_  digits  above  numc_ 


Name. 


Address. 
City  


State. 


-Zip. 


'The  ftoverninenl  m/iiires  us  lo  collect  ••ales  lax  in 
all sluivs  except  AK,  DL.  MT.  Miami  OR. 


EVALUATION 


Hi-Point  iSDT  inner  Ibbes 

___  


The  difference  in  size  between  Hi-Point  Enduro  tubes  and  a  good  quality  accessory  tube  is  apparent  in  thiis  photo. 
Both  tubes  are  3.00-21.  The  accessory  tube  is  in  front,  the  Hi-Point  in  rear. 


Wl  e  were  talking  to  off-road  ace 
'Bruce  Ogilvie  and  he  was 
pumped  (pun  intended)  about 
some  new  inner  tubes.  Like  all  fast  desert 
racers,  Ogilvie  has  had  his  share  of  flat 
tires.  When  high  speeds  are  maintained 
through  rocks,  flats  are  going  to  be  a 
problem.  Bruce  has  almost  eliminated  the 
problem  by  using  Hi-Point's  ISDT  Enduro 
tubes.  They  are  so  tough  he  quit  using  six- 
ply  desert  tires.  With  the  heavy  tubes  he 
can  use  motocross  tires  that  give  superior 
traction  and  not  worry  about  a  break  in  the 
casing  .sawing  through  the  tube.  Sounded 
too  good  to  be  true  so  we  called  Hi-Point 
and  ordered  a  pair. 

The  difference  between  the  Hi-Point 
ISDT  tubes  and  regular  tubes  is  substan- 
tial. The  ISDT  tubes  are  huge  and  heavy. 
We  used  over-the-counter  Japanese  tubes 
for  comparison  purposes.  The  comparison 
tubes  were  good  quality  items,  not  cheap- 
ies.  So.  the  difference  between  cheap  tubes 
and  the  Hi-Points  will  be  even  greater  than 
the  results  shown  here. 


Hi-Point  ISDT 
Enduro  TUbe 

3.(K)-2I     4.50- IS 


Accessory 

3.(X)-21  4.50-18 


Welghi 
Thk'knes.\ 

(in.) 
Uellaled 
C'niss  Seclion 
(in.) 


2.94  lb. 
0.210/ 
0.290 

3.25 


4.13  lb. 
0.225/ 
0.320 

4.75 


I.3X  lb. 
0.1 15 


3.0 


2.06  lb. 
0.120 


4.50 


As  the  chart  shows,  the  Hi-Point  tubes 
are  wider  in  cross-section,  when  deflated, 
than  the  accessory  tubes.  They  weigh  more 
than  twice  as  much  and  the  tube  wall,  so  to 
speak,  is  twice  as  thick. 

The  extra  width  means  that  when  in- 
flated to  flii  a  tire,  the  Hi-Point  tubes  aren't 
stretched  as  much.  i.e.  the  wall  is  thicker 
and  under  less  tension  and  thus  will  be 
more  resistant  to  thorns,  pinching,  etc. 
Plus,  the  acce.ssory  tube  walls  have  the 
same  thickness  all  the  way  around.  The  Hi- 
Points  have  extra  material  in  the  tread  area, 
where  it  does  the  most  good. 

There  are  some  negatives  here.  The  extra 
weight  means  you  add  about  3.5  lb.  to  the 
bike  if  you  use  two  Hi-Points,  and  it's 


unsprung  weight  so  the  suspension 
more  work  to  do. 

Next,  stuffing  the  larger,  thicker  tu 
into  the  tire  is  pure  hell.  Any  knobby  i 
tube  and  offroad  rim  is  a  wrestling  ma 
but  these  are  more  than  most.  Only  th 
that  kept  us  trying  was  the  knowledge  t 
it  could  be  done.  And  it  can,  although 
a  hassle. 

In  terms  of  actual  testing,  we  can't  pr 
a  negative.  We  couldn't  figure  out  a  wa; 
run.  .say.  stock  tubes  and  Hi-Points  ins 
equal  tires  over  the  same  terrain  and 
clare  that  the  new  tubes  reduced  flats  b\ 
percent. 

What  we  can  say  is  that  the  usual  rui 
flats  under  normal  conditions  has  b 
just  about  eliminated.  You  can  still  desi 
the  tire  if  you  ride  over  a  railroad  spik« 
an  obstacle  of  that  nature,  but  whei 
comes  to  thorns,  rim  cuts,  rim  lock  c 
spoke  punctures  and  such,  forget  it.  Ha 
happened  yet  to  the  bike  we  use  the 
Points  with.  The  tubes  sell  for  $  1 2  or  sc 
any  Hi-Point  dealer,  and  they're  worth 
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WATCH 


Roberts  Ties  up  the  Championship;  Baidwin  Makes 
Traction;  Staten  Thumps  Four-Stroke  National. 


KING  KENNY  HEADS  FOR  NUMBER  TWO 

ng  Kenny  Roberts  hus  a  command- 
ng  SOOcc  Road  Racing  World  Cham- 
lip  points  lead  going  into  the  last 
of  the  series.  Roberts  finished  fourth 
'eden.  behind  Barry  Sheene,  Jaak 
eburg  and  Boet  Van  Dulman,  with 
Parrish  fifth  and  Randy  Mamola-in 
cond  SOOcc  ride— sixth  on  a  private 

0  Suzuki.  More  important,  points 
-  Virginio  Ferrari  didn't  finish,  the 

1  of  his  first  mechanical  failure  of  the 

rari  was  also  out  of  the  points  in 
id,  where  Roberts  finished  sixth  be- 
/an  Dulman.  Mamola,  Sheene.  Mid- 
rg.  and  Christian  Sarron. 
inning's  not  important  now."  said 
ts  after  Finland.  "The  only  thing 
important  is  to  finish  ahead  of  Fer- 
leat  Ferrari." 

Roberts  won  the  British  GP  at  Sil- 
ne.  coming  from  near  last  on  the  first 

lead  on  the  fifth  lap.  and  holding  off 

Sheene's  last-lap.  last-turn  drive  to 
»y  half  a  bike  length.  Roberts  had 
1  into  the  pits  after  the  warmup  lap 
hed  in  transmission  oil.  but  tuner  Kel 
thers  was  able  to  replace  a  loose  plug 
J  the  start.  Once  certain  his  bike 
I  hold  together.  King  Kenny  showed 
>eople  call  him  King, 
win  his  second  championship,  all 

ts  has  to  do  was  finish  10th  or  better 

last  round,  in  France. 


ml 


BALDWIN  IN  TRACTION 


Kenny  Roberts  makes  like  a  king  in  the  pits, 
eating  grapes  before  collecting  points  on  the 
track. 


Mike  Baldwin  before  he  broke  his  leg.  After 
months  in  traction,  the  question  is  what  he'll 
ride  next  year 

I ike  Baldwin  spent  several  months  in 
traction  rather  than  have  a  steel  plate 
inserted  in  his  leg,  which  was  broken  badly 
in  the  Loudon  Winston  Pro  Series  road 
race.  With  Baldwin  out.  Fast  Freddie 
Spencer  has  taken  over  Baldwin's  Ka- 
wasaki Motors  Corp.  Superbike  and  has 
been  winning  everything  in  sight.  Noting 
that  riding  the  KR750  Kawasaki  has  been 
the  end  of  several  excellent  road  racers' 
careers,  and  knowing  that  Baldwin  told 
one  friend  "1  knew  1  shouldn't  have  ridden 
that  thing.  I  knew  it!"  after  his  Loudon 
crash,  one  has  to  wonder  what  Baldwin 
will  ride  next  year.  With  Fast  Freddie  being 
offered  big  bucks  from  at  least  Honda  (and 
maybe  Yamaha  as  well),  Baldwin  may  be 
Kawasaki's  only  hope  for  success  in  the 
ever-more-popular  Superbike  Production 
class.  But  after  his  disastrous  Kawasaki 
year,  will  Baldwin  sign  again  with  Team 
Green? 


1979  FOUR-STROKE  CHAMPIONSHIPS 


cket  Rex  Staten  thumped  his  way  to 
ictory  in  the  Open  Pro  class  at  the 
Four-Stroke  Championships,  held  at 
>ad  Raceway  in  California.  Staten 
back  after  having  suspension  prob- 
n  the  first  moto  to  put  his  thundering 
:c  Yamaha  ahead  of  Jim  Gibson's 
s  Racing  Products  XR500  in  the  sec- 
loto,  taking  the  overall  win. 
ten's  Pro-Tec  TT500  has  a  bore  and 

of  90  X  94mm  for  a  displacement  of 
.  The  engine  is  extensively  modified 

the  crankshaft  up.  Flywheels  are 
ined  out  of  chrome-moly  billet  and 
mnecting  rod  is  chrome-moly  with  a 


Rex  Staten  s  Pro-Tec  Yamaha:  598cc.  10.6 
in.  fork  travel,  9.5  in.  rear  wheel  travel,  240  lb. 
wet. 


bronze  small  end  insert.  The  cylinder  head 
is  jx)rted  and  flow-tested  and  runs  a  Pro- 
Tec  E-480  Magnum  camshaft  with  a  valve 
spring  kit.  The  carburetor  is  a  38mm 
Mikuni,  and  the  exhaust  pipe  a  1%  in.  Pro- 
Tec.  Pro  pipe  with  megaphone.  With  a 
stock  ignition  system,  the  bike  develops  a 
claimed  52  bhp  at  6500  rpm  and  an  amaz- 
ing 29  bhp  at  3700  rpm  (on  the  same  dyno, 
a  stocker  turned  out  a  maximum  of  29.7 
bhp).  The  frame  is  from  Dick  Mann  with 
30°  of  head  angle.  Yamaha  YZF  forks  give 
10.6  in.  of  travel  while  16.5  in.  Fox  air 
shocks  deliver  9.5  in.  of  travel  in  the  rear. 

continued  on  page  88 
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CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-854-3110 

In  California,  call  1-800-432-7433, 
Same  day  shipping  on  most  phone  orders 
charged  to  BankAmerlcardA/isa,  Master  Charge 
or  American  Express  credit  cards.  Catalogs 
sent  FREE  with  all  orders  


Fantastic^ 
Savings 

UP  TO  35%  ON  FAMOUS  BRAND 

TIRES&ACCESSORIES 

FOR  TOURING,  STREET  &  OFF-ROAD 


EAGLE  GT  II  GT  II  RIB 

Low  profile,  street/touring,  tube- 
type  tire  with  bead-to-rim  safety 
feature.  In  black  wall  only. 
5  10-17  tS4.8l        Ribbed  front 
4,00-18   47.75         3  50-19  40.49 
4.50-18  S0.S2 

GOODYEAR  TUBES  all  sizes:  17.69  m. 
Eagle  HST.  A/T.  M/X II  also  available 
—  call  for  prices  and  sizes. 


11/ '4^ 

RB2  K112 
The  best  high-performance  and 
high-mileage  tire  combination. 
450H-17   K112   $50.49  325H-19 
400H-18   K112   47.65         RB2  front 
510/90H-18   K112  49.73  39.69 
Also  available  tubeless  —  call  for  sizes  not 
listed. 

CONTINENTAL  TUBES 

—  all  sizes:  SI.96M. 


C-701 

Low  profile,  high  mileage  street/- 
touring  tire  —  excellent  quality  at 
lowest  prices. 

510/85H-17  t35.65  460/8SH-18  31.80 
410/85H-18  31.36  360/85S-19  19.78 
CHENG  SHIN  TUBES  -  special  with 
tire  purchase  —  $4.25  u. 
Michelin  M45.  Dunlop  K81.  K81  UK  II.  K91 
MK  II  street  and  K190  knobby  tires  also 
available  -  call  for  prices  and  sizes. 


GUARANTEE:  All  merchandise  is  first  quality,  NO  seconds,  NO  blems.  Tire  prices 
include  Fed  Exc  Tax  If  you  compare  prices,  be  sure  freight.  FET  and  sales  tax 
are  included  In  total  price  ouoted  Prices  in  previous  atfs  no  longer  valid, 
(cl  Phantom  Rider  1979/1980 


For  increased  gas  mileage,  up  to 
20%  power  increase. 

Hon  CBX  78-79.  6  into  1 .  chrome  (Racer  I)   $238.00 

Hon  CB750  69-76. 4  into  1 .  chrome  (Hooker)   117.75 

Kaw  KZ900/1 000.  ail.  4  into  1 .  chrome  (Kerker)  1S9.9S 

Suz  GS750/850,  thru  79.  4  into  2.  chrome  (Jardine)  159.60 

Yam  R0350/400.  thru  78.  twin,  black  (Bassani)  136.00 

Partial  listing  only.  If  your  bike  is  not  listed, 
call  or  write  for  application  and  price 


>*  W  Rebuilds 


ALL  SNELL  75  —  AMA  approved  (except  R-T) 

MOTO  III.  whi.  yel,  red.  6'.  thru  7>.   

STAR  II.  whi.  yel.  bik,  6'4  |hru  7  .   

STAR  120.  whi.  bIk.  6'.  thru  7  

MAGNUM  II.  whi.  yel.  sil,  6'?  thru  7'b  

R-T.  whi.  bIk.  red.  blu.  6'»  thru  7'.  


$78.95 
.  76.96 
.67.50 
.  62.50 
.  4aso 


HELMET  ACCESSORIES 

SCOTT  GOGGLES.  No  59  w/Lexan  scratch-resistant 

clear  lens,  yellow  or  red  frame  12.95 

SCOTT  GOGGLES.  No  53.  clear  lens,  white,  blue 

or  orange  frame  9.95 

SCOTT  FACEGUAROS.  attaches  directly  to  ill  Scott  goggles, 
in  colors:  whi.  blue.  red.  yel.  or  orange  5.49 
THROAT  COAT,  keeps  throat  and  neck  warm,  attaches  to  all  full- 
face  and  full-coverage  helmets  In  black  nylon  10.60 

HELMET  STRAP  QUICK-RELEASE,  replaces  "D"  ring  2.49 

STAR  II  FLIP  SHIELD,  clear  or  smoke.  3  (or  7.69 


Rebuildable  street  and  MX  shocks  in 
ir/'.  12'.".  13".  13'j"  eye-to-eye  lengths,  $44.00/pr. 
Springs:    single  rate  $l5.95/pr.  progressive  (dual)  rate 
$1S.9S/pr,  chrome  springs,  all  $24.9S/pr. 

Unbelievably  comfortable  and  light  (only  3lbs/pr) 
In  genuine,  black  leather  with  inside  covered  zipper 
—  so  dressy  looking  you  can  wear  them  at 
work!  13'i  '  tall.  '4  '  hard  wearing  rubber 
sole  w/steel  shank.  Lined  foot  area  Scuff 
pads  on  toe  caos  D-width.  Full 
sizes  6  thru  13  $54.95/pr. 


WRITE  OR  CALL  FOR  FREE  80-PAGE 
CATALOG 


WITH  SAVINGS 
UP  TO  75%  ON 

•  Lester  mag  wheels  ^^tl 

•  Lockhart  oil  coolers  x 

•  S&IA  air  shocks 

•  Amco  luggage  racks 

•  Hi-Point  boots 

•  Scott  boots. 
Cafe  &  MX  equipment 
K&N  air  filters'  Fairings 
Leather  lackets  &  suits 
Gloves*  and  much, 
much  more. 


CAu,  TOIL  met 


SHIPPING  CHARGES 


Use  coupon  below  or  postcard  to  request  your  free  copy  of  our 
catalog.  All  catalogs  sent  bulk  mail  —  allow  4-5  weeks  for 
delivery  Canadian  and  foreign  catalog  reguests  —  send  US  $2 
for  airmail  postage. 


must  be  added  to  all  prices. 
Minimum  order 
is  S10.00. 


Wmi  •( 
HMkits 

Front  tires  2  45 
Rear  tires  3  35 

Shocks/springs  2.65 
Exhausts  4 
Boots,  2  25 

Helmets  )  75 

All  others  ]  25 

AK.  HI.  PR.  CZ.  APO/FPO  customers,  use 
3rd  col  Freight  rates  to  Canada  —  add  S3 
to  amounts  shown  in  3rd  col.  All  orders 
shipped  fully  insured,  COD  orders  require  a 
25%  deposit  No  COOs  to  APO/FPO  or 
Canada  addresses 


MM- 
Wul 

3.15 
4.75 
3.65 
6.25 
3.15 
2.35 
1.65 


Eitt  it 

Miss. 

3.85 
5.75 
4.25 
7.95 
3.65 
3.00 
225 
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BMo  Otdfi  QCeri  cr>eckQPers  Ctiecti  (allow  3  wks  lo  clear)  ^<^<'* 
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callTOLL-FREE  1-800-854-311 0 
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Rocket  Rex  Staten  (30)  rode  the  Pn. 
Yamaha  TT500  to  first  overall  in  ttie  4-s 
nationals. 

Wheelbase  is  58  in,,  claimed  wet  wt 
240  lb. 

Gibson's  bike  had  12  in.  of  travel 
extensively  modified  Maico  forks  hcl 
place  by  Profab-machined  alumii 
billet  triple  clamps.  Rear  suspciisioi 
the  Franks  frame  yielded  13.5  in.  of  u 
with  Ohlins  shocks.  Liberal  use  of  ali 
num  and  titanium  kept  the  weight  dou 
237  lb.  dry.  Engine  mods  included  a 
high  compression  piston,  cam  by  Ki 
Harmon  and  head  ported  by  Flor- 
Heads,  The  pipe  was  one  of  the  qu 
ones  at  the  track.  Power  output  was 
mated  at  near  60  hp. 

Team  Honda's  Larry  Wosick  rode  a 
Bell-prepared  XR500  to  a  first  molo 
tory.  Wosick's  Honda  was  claimed  to  1 
a  stock  XR500  engine  with  the  opti( 
hop-up  kit  installed.  The  frame  wi 
prototype  unit  with  12  in.  travel,  exp 
mental  forks  on  the  front  and  Fox  Aiq 
on  the  rear.  Hubs  were  magnesium  ; 
titanium  bolts  abounded.  ' 

Turner's  Yamaha  had  a  nearly  si 
TT500  engine  housed  in  an  Aberg  Rep 
frame  with  KYB  forks  and  Fox  Airs 
giving  12  in.  of  travel  at  either  end. 

The  two  big  surprises  of  the  day  \ 
Team  Honda's  enduro  rider  Rick  Mur 
finishing  fifth  in  the  Open  Pro  class  ( 
works  250  machine,  and  Old  Timers 
ond  place  finisher  Jim  O'Neal  managi 
sixth  place  behind  Munyon.  He  wasn'i 
fastest  but  was  certainly  the  mi>st  exf 
enced  rider  in  the  Open  Pro  class. 

The  151  to  360cc  class  was  nickna. 
the  "Kawasaki  Class"  as  nearly  all  of 
competitors  rode  new  KLX250s  in  var 
continued  on  paf. 
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encer  demons f rotes 
//  he  will  go  just  os 
;tos  he  hos  to- 

dwinS  byPatEagan 

le  250  Expert  race  was  the  first  of  two 
vents  dominated  by  17-year-old  Fast 
lie  Spencer.  As  with  most  motorcycle 
,  it's  the  best  combination  of  bike  and 
that  wins,  and  Spencer's  Erv  Kan- 
j-built.  Gary  Howard-sponsored  Ya- 
,  never  missed  a  beat.  Howard  is  the 
ig  force  behind  Howard  Racing,  a 
and  accessories  distributor  and  mo- 
ss racebike  builder  in  Bryant.  Texas, 
fore  the  race,  spectators  were  evenly 
ed  between  those  who  thought  Fred- 
ould  win  and  those  who  thought  that 

star  Eddie  Lawson  would  win  with 
.'d  Dann-sponsored.  Matt  Owen-pre- 
I  Yamaha.  Lawson  had  been  tearing 
le  local  tracks  and  establishing  new 
:cords  at  every  appearance, 
e  equipment  battle  rages  in  the  250 
I.  and  average  lap  times  continue  to 
The  only  standard  Yamaha  in  the  top 
vas  Mark  Homchick"s  TZ250F  spon- 

by  Haynes  Publishing  Co. 

the  remaining  four,  about  the  only 


Yamaha  parts  used  were  in  the  TZ250 
powerplants  and  they  were  all  highly  mod- 
ified. The  frame  for  Spencer's  bike  was 
built  by  Steve  Jentges  (formerly  the  J  of 
C&J  Frames)  to  Kanemoto's  specifica- 
tions. Lawson  uses  a  Kenny  Roberts  frame 
and  Gennady  Liubimsky's  Hunt  Racing 
Products  machine  has  a  Rob  North  frame. 
Local  hero  Dave  Garoutte  manufactures 
and  sells  his  own  frames  under  his  DKG 
label. 

The  10-lap  main  event  got  under  way 
with  two  separate  battles,  Lawson  versus 
Spencer  for  first  place  and  Homchick. 
Liubimsky  and  Garoutte  scrapping  for 
third.  The  race  for  first  was  so  hot  that  the 
lap  times  would  have  had  the  same  two 
riders  and  bikes  going  for  the  lead  in  the 
750cc  race!  Lawson  led.  turning  high  1 :47s 
and  low  1:48s  with  Spencer  right  behind. 
Meanwhile.  Liubimsky  was  pressuring 
Homchick  while  Garoutte  looked  for  any 
mi.stake  he  could  take  advantage  of.  Liu- 
bimsky was  turning  consistent,  low  1:50s. 
which  would  have  been  good  for  last  vear's 
lead. 

Spencer  turned  the  wick  up  on  lap  four 
and  reeled  off  a  couple  of  mid  1:46s. 
putting  Lawson  behind.  Lawson  had  trou- 
ble trying  to  match  Spencer's  times  be- 
cause his  bike's  huge  3.75-18  Goodvear 
rear  slick  had  to  be  trimmed  so  much  to 
clear  the  .swing  arm  that  Lawson  was  rid- 
ing off  the  edge  in  the  lefthanders.  With 
Lawson  riding  as  hard  as  his  rear  tire 
would  let  him.  Spencer  cruised  home  with 


a  4  sec.  margin  of  victory. 

Behind  the  leading  pair.  Liubimsky  got 
a  drive  off  the  carousel  that  carried  him 
past  Homchick  on  lap  five.  Garoutte  did 
the  same  thing  in  the  same  place  on  the 
following  lap.  but  tried  too  hard  in  the 
Turn  7  hairpin  and  crashed,  breaking  his 
right  wrist  and  right  ankle. 

Freddie  had  barely  enough  time  to  relax 
before  he  jumped  on  the  Kawasaki  Motor 
Corp.  KZ 1000  to  repeat  his  record-shatter- 
ing ride. 

GLOVER  BEATS  NOVICES 

John  Glover  of  Costa  Mesa.  California 
won  the  Novice  race  at  Sears  Point, 
taking  the  lead  off  the  start  and  staying  out 
front  for  the  finish.  Glover,  riding  the 
Carter  Fisher-owned.  Fairfield  Cycle  Cen- 
ter-sponsored Yamaha,  has  long  been  in 
the  hunt  as  far  as  ability  but  never  before 
managed  to  overcome  continuing  mechan- 
ical problems. 

LOUGEE/ALSOP  TOP  SIDEHACKS 

In  one  of  the  best  sidecar  races  ever, 
Wayne  Lougee  and  new  monkey  Carter 
Alsop  held  off  a  last  lap.  last  turn  challenge 
for  the  lead  by  cutting  off  and  holding  the 
Larry  Coleman/Mark  Bevans  Yamaha 
hack  against  the  turn  12  concrete  wall, 
hitting  hard  enough  to  knock  an  expansion 
chamber  off  the  Coleman/Bevans  hack.  It 
was  Alsop's  first  ride  on  Lougee's  Ka- 
wasaki-powered hack.  B 


you  like  to  ride  a  cycle 
vr  fun . . .  learn  how  to  fix 

for  profit !  Can  you  imagine  ^ 
better  way  to  earn  your 
ving  whether  you  choose  to  work  in 
cycle  shop  for  someone  else  or 
scide  to  start  your  own  cycle  repair 
iisiness? 

Now,  thanks  to  North  American, 
lere's  a  fast,  easy  way  to  get  training 
t  home  in  your  spare  time.  No  need 
>  quit  school  or  your  job.  Experts 
low  you  step-by -step  eveiy thing 
'om  minor  tune-ups  to  major 
/erhauls. 

yClES  ARE  BIG  BUSINESS 

...AND  SO  IS  FIXING  THEM! 

More  than  5  million  cycles  are  registered  in  the  U.S. 
day.  Plus  an  estimated  million  more  dirt  bikes.  And 
ey  all  need  maintenance.  Opportunities  vary  in 
fferent  areas,  and  we  cannot  promise  you  a  job, 
rt  we  will  be  glad  to  send  you  survey  results  showing 
e  employment  success  of  our  graduates. 


Special  Cycle  Tools  and  Test  Instru- 
ments Included  to  start  you  fast! 

Professional  tools  plus  your  North  Ameri- 
can "know-how"  help  you  become  a  skilled 
mechanic.  We  include  wrenches,  sockets, 
gauges,  test  instruments  and  more  to  get 
you  started  fast!  Yours  to  use  during  train- 
ing .  .  .  yours  to  keep  in  your  action-packed 
career  as  a  motorcycle  mechanic. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR 
4500  Campus  Dr.,  0*pLEBOA9,  Nmrport  Beach,  CA  92660 


You'll  Be  the  Center  of  Attraction  in  Your 

Circle  of  Friends  Be  the  envy  of  friends  and  neighbors  as  they 
flock  around  to  watch  you  tear  down  and  tune-up  all  kinds 
of  motorcycles.  And  just  thmk  of 
the  satisfaction  in  knowing  you've 
got  the  best  performing  bike  in 
town.  Plus,  you  can  make  extra 
dollars  fixing  motorcycles  for  your 
friends  and  neighbors. 

SEND  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 

Get  all  the  facts  now  . . .  without 
obligation.  Be  among  the  first  in 
your  neighborhood  to  cash  in  on 
motorcycle  repair.  _  . 

Moff  Coupon  Now! 

^Tareeri  by  Home  Study 

I  NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIR 

I  4500  Campus  Dr.,  Dept.  eboas.  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

I  Rush  free  color  brochure  and  full  Information  on  how  I 
I 

I  NAME  

I  ADDRESS. 


Accredited 
Member, 
Nitloul  Home 
Study  Council 


can  learn  motorcycle  repair.  Check  here  for  Gl  or  VA  □ 
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.STATE. 
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SEPTEMBER  1979/89 


MOTORCYCLf  MECHANIC 

AMQ    "THE  CALIFORNIA  SCHOOL  OF 
MIVIO    THE  PROFESSIONALS" 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS,  INC. 


GO  WITH  THE  WINNERS! 

If  you're  serious  about  becoming  a  top-notch 
motorcycle  mechanic  you'll  want  the  best  possible 
training  available.  You  can't  afford  second  best 
and  neither  can  we.  If  you  think  you  have  what  It 
takes  to  become  a  fM(M4i»H«.t . . . 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-423-4678 

Calif.  Residents  Call  Collect  (21 3)  944-01 23 


OR   MAIL   COU  PON  • 


n  RESIDENCE  SCHOOL    □  HOME  STUDY 

AIV1ERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS 
10025  Shoemaker  Ave.  •  Santa  Fe  Spgs,  Ca  90670 


NAME_ 


ADDRESS . 


.AGE. 


Street 


City  State 


.PHONE 


Zip 


WE  PLATE 
MOTORCYCLE 
PARTS  ONUf 

Chrome  &  Gold 

Free  Price  List 
GIVE  MAKE  OF  CYCLE 


PLATING  SERVICE,  INC. 

Routa  15,  Box  534 
Paducah,  Kantucky  42001 
Phona  502-564-1146 


IVe  w  elcome  your  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  w  ill  publish  those  w  e  think  a, 
interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  volume  of  mail  received,  we  cannot  return 
personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  . 
them  as  brief  as  possible.  Send  them  to:  "service."  CYCLE  WORLD.  MW  Monrovia. 
Newport  Beach.  Calif.  9266.1 


TILTING  FOR  TRAVEL 

My  Suzuki  TMIOO  (1975)  could  use  a 
few  more  inches  of  rear  wheel  travel,  and 
I'd  like  to  remount  the  upper  shock 
bracket,  farther  forward  and  lower.  1  notice 
that  on  most  bikes  the  shock  is  mounted  at 
a  junction  of  two  frame  tubes,  except  for 
my  buddy's,  a  used  CR125  with  the  shock 
mounted  on  a  straight  frame  member. 

Is  this  a  weaker  spot,  and  is  it  hazardous 
to  the  frame? 

Frank  Lagace 
E.  Townton.  Mass. 
Before  the  factories  went  to  lon^  travel 
suspension,  tipping  rear  shocks  forw  ard 
used  to  be  the  only  w  ay  you  could  get  more 
w  heel  travel.  Nice  to  see  the  art  is  still  being 
practiced. 

But  it  isn't  easy.  First,  make  sure  you 
have  enough  clearance  betw  een  the  lire  and 
the  rear  fender,  frame  loop.  etc.  If  your  tire 
will  rub  before  the  shocks  bottom,  you're 
gonna  be  in  trouble. 

Now  that  you  know  how  much  more 
travel  you  can  allow,  take  off  the  springs, 
bottom  the  shocks  and  push  the  bike  down. 
( Note:  Better  put  the  thing  on  a  milk  crate 
before  you  dismantle  the  suspension.) 

The  upper  shock  mount  should  be  where 
it  will  let  the  .suspension  bottom  before  the 
tire  hits  something.  If  that  place  is  a  frame 
lube  junction,  fine.  The  joints  are  less  likely 
to  bend  than  a  straight  tube  is.  Jf  the  right 
place  is  a  straight  section,  you  can  stiffen  the 
mount  by  .splicing  in  another  piece  of  lube, 
running  as  nearly  straight  forward,  from 
shock  mount  tow  ard  steering  head,  as  you 
can  manage. 

SMOOTHING  THE  IDLE 

Following  Yoshimura's  instructions  for 
better  low-end  and  mid-range.  I  modified 
the  carb  slides  of  my  '73  Z-1  Kawasaki  to 
*75  specs. 

It  works,  except  for  the  idle.  Once  the 
bike  warms  up  it  runs  too  rich  and  the  idle 
climbs  500  rpm.  Pilot  jets  and  main  jets  are 
unchanged.  I've  tried  going  to  slides  with 
leaner  cut-outs,  but  the  idle  speed  still 
changes  and  the  engine  went  too  lean  off 
idle. 

Help! 

Chris  Barber 
Greensboro.  N.C. 
You've  made  internal  changes  in  the  en- 
gine, right?  Fine.  What  you  need  to  work  on 
are  the  pilot  jets.  They're  what  control  the 
idle.  Go  leaner,  one  .step  at  a  lime,  working 
with   the  adjustment   screws  between 


changes.  Then,  when  the  idle  is  right 
the  engine  warm,  you  might,  repeal  m 
need  to  try  different  slides,  but  becaus 
'75  slides  worked  before,  we'd  guess  ih 
right. 

SUZUKI  INTO  SUZUKI 

The  engine  in  my  1976  Suzuki  GT5 
getting  a  bit  tired.  And  I  have  a  chan 
acquire  a  completely  rebuilt  1978  Su 
GS550  engine.  Will  it  bolt  into  my 
frame  and  if  so.  what  troubles  or  cha 
should  I  look  forward  to? 

Frank  Guido 
New  Hartford. 
What  you  have  there  is  a  basic  en 
swap.  When  Su:uki  changed  from  the 
stroke  multis  to  the  four-stroke  muliis. 
changed  just  about  everything.  The 
frame  is  completely  different  f  rom  the 
frame,  and  the  four-stroke  550  Four  is  t 
than  the  two-stroke  550  Triple.  It  coul 
done.  As  the  racing  shops  .say.  all  you  ne 
the  money.  But  we  wouldn't  recommen 
Reworking  the  frame,  making  the  vai 
pieces  fit.  installing  new  controls,  etc..  i. 
of  work,  and  more  than  the  average  h 
mechanic  can  do  properly. 

You'd  he  money  and  time  ahead  reh 
ing  your  GT.  or  trading  up  for  a  (IS. 


100  MPH  WOBBLE  ' 

Last  summer  I  bought  a  new  J 
Honda  CB750K.  I've  put  about  4,| 
miles  on  it.  and  there  is  only  one  thing  I 
bothers  me  about  the  bike.  The  engine 
amazing  power,  the  bike  is  very  fast  . 
handles  nicely,  but  just  over  100  mph 
things  starts  to  wobble.  I  can't  underst. 
why  Honda  would  put  an  engine  cape 
of  good  acceleration  to  125  mph  in  a  fri 
which  is  only  stable  to  100  mph.  Is  th 
anything  I  can  do  to  get  rid  of  the  wobi 
Could  it  be  my  riding  style?  If  you  havt 
suggestions  this  will  be  the  last  Honda 
ever  buy. 

Terry  Matthews 
Kitchener.  Ontario.  Can 
The  high-speed  wobble  you  describe 
be  caused  by  many  things,  including 
ces.sories  and  luggage.  Does  your  bike  f 
a  handlebar-mount  fairing?  How  abot 
luggage  rack  with  10  or  20  lb.  of  luggag 
gear  strapped  on?  Many  handlehar-mc 
fairings  can  cause  wobbles,  and  the  c 
cure  is  to  remove  or  replace  the  fairing 
else  come  a  little  closer  to  obeying  the  sp 
continued  <in  pof^t 
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POWROLL 
PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS.  INC. 

p()  H(i>  imcwii 

Sht^lin  P<irk  Kodd  - 
B*nd.  OK  M7701 

so:)  :t«2.6;i<*5 


i    E   N    U    I    N  E 

tMW  PARTS 

!0%OFF  DEALER  LIST 
*rice  List  upon  request. 
arts  shipped  anywhere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328ChamplainSt,N.W. 
■  ^B  Washington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


USED  PARTS 

HONDA 
Suzuki  Norton 
Yamaha  Kawasaki 

CYCLE  SALVAGE  INC. 
172  Frontage  RcI.,deptw 
West  Haven,  CT  06516 
CALL  (203)933-1609 


(ELL  MOTO  III 
HELMET 

REG.  $104.95 


;  $58  95  ^* 


■ILL 
aHUM  II 

.  S85  95 


THE  BEST  FOR  LESSr 


vVQRLDICL^A^SS 

I.  BOX  1485  .PONTIAC,  MICH.  48056 


ORDER.  CALL  TOLL FBEE  1  ♦800«521  •4Am] 


GENERAL  INFORMATION.  CALL  |3I3|  683.2517 


l  oiuinueil  Jroiii  po^e  HH 

Slates  of  modification,  with  a  couple  of 
XL350  and  XR250  Hondas  thrown  in. 
Three  mini  classes  with  no  age  limit  on 
riders  were  run  with  the  over-the-hiil  riders 
taking  some  of  the  wins. 

The  best  entertainment  of  the  day  was 
provided  by  the  sidecar  class  with  some 
terrific  racing  and  death  defying  leaps 
from  Carlsbad's  launching  pad  jump. 
John  Palfreyman  and  Tom  Lund  roosted  to 
the  overall  win  with  their  Norton-powered 
three-wheeler  ahead  of  the  Whitney  broth- 
ers' Yamaha-powered  machine.  The  side 
hacks  put  on  a  real  show  with  lots  of  bar 
(and  platform)  banging  in  the  turns  and  20 
ft.  roostertails  down  the  straightaways. 

Lars  Larsson  and  Feets  Minert  took 
their  respective  Old  Timers  ckuss  wins  and 
J.  Barnes  rode  a  sweet  sounding  Triumph 
twin  to  victory  in  the  Dinosaur/Vintage 
class. 

The  Four-Stroke  Championships  held 
annually  at  Carlsbad  is  a  racing  event 
unlike  any  other  race  in  that  two-strokes 
are  simply  not  allowed  on  the  premises. 
Some  very  good  riding  talent  always  shows 
up  to  ride  the  Open  Pro  class  and  more 
importantly,  some  of  the  very  best  exam- 
ples of  handcrafted  machinery  from  all 
over  the  country  are  assembled  for  this 
race. 

Four-strokes  are  becoming  very  popular 
and  since  a  truly  competitive  four-stroke 
motocrosser  can't  be  bought  from  any 
manufacturer,  four-stroke  lovers  are  forced 
to  build  their  own.  Hence,  some  very  good 
pieces  of  equipment  are  handbuilt  to  stan- 
dards quite  often  much  higher  than  any  of 
the  production  two-strokes. 

—  Rich  Williams 


SUZUKI  FIELDS  ENDURANCE 
RACER 

Disappointed  and  frustrated  with  chas- 
sis problems  at  the  Suzuka  8-hour 
endurance  race,  the  Yoshimuras  have  de- 
cided against  entering  their  factory- 
framed  GSIOOO  in  the  Bol  d'Or  24-hour 
race  in  France.  But  the  Suzuki  factory, 
already  committed  to  making  an  effort 
against  the  almighty  Honda  RCBs.  will 
field  a  bike  with  an  engine  built  by  Pops 
Yoshimura.  The  Yoshimura  crew  will  not 
be  present  at  the  event,  and  Yoshimura 
R&D  riders  Wes  Cooley  and  Ron  Pierce 
will  not  ride  the  machine. 


KNOW  YOUR  BIKE 


1>    1^   a 

TOTAL  SERVICE  MANUALS 


9635 
3727 
0777 
0994 
9453 
8910 
0757 
0756 
9603 
9650 
0535 
891 1 


MMVUS  mopeds 

BRIDGeSTONE  singlo  &  hxnv  50  60.  H.  I7S  . 

BMW  twini,  500  »  600k,  55  69   

BMW  t.ins  500  lOOOcc,  70  78   

BS«Barlanci.  125,  150  175  48  67  

BSA  smuioi.  350  50O  i  600.  54  5  7  _  

BS«  sir.g*i  250  350.  450  &  500,  58-71  

BS*  t»ins,  500  &  650,  47  63   - 

BSA  to.ns,  500  t.  650.  lex  A50  &  A65,  ei  '6S  .,. 

BULTACO  singles.  lJ5370a.  alllh™77   

Cismsws.  125,  250  &  400,  69-78   

Mtwvnv  250.  74,77   


3728  OUCATI  singles,  160.  250.  350  &  4M.«ltlliu  74  

8912  OUCATI  twf-s  750  860*  900  74  77  

8169  GARELLI  •-.-^jv,  76  78 

9614  HARLEY  DAVIDSON  singles.  47  72 

0607  HARLEV  DAVIDSON  Sixmsleis  59  77   

0612  HARin  DAVIDSON  74  cu  in  V-hainv  St-'S.  

9649  HOOAKA  singles.  90  125cc  63  78   

8913  HONDA  singi,>s.  A1C70  i  AIC90  modds,  70-78  

8914  HONDA  singles.  XR75  75-78   

3788  HONDA  singles  50  90cc.  64  75   

9785  HONDA  singles,  4  slute  mdls.  100  350re.  70-78  

0608  HONDA  singles.  Elsinore  inMels.  1 25  &  250ct.  73-78 
0992  H0HDAt*ins.  125-200CC.  54  77 

3752  KONDA  l«ms  250  i  305cc,  62  63   

0989  HONDA  l«.ns  250  4  350cc.  64  74  

8915  HONDA  tv.inb  40Oc[  Ha»»,  78   

3749  HONDA  l«:ns  450  4  500CC.  65-77   

8916  HONDA  isiins  CX500,  78   

9602  HONDA  lours  350,  400  4  SOOcc.  72-78   

3755  HONDA  loa'S  750ci:,  69  78 

8468  HONDA  Iqu's  GL  1000,  75  78 

9779  HUSOVARNA  singles,  125  450cc,  66-7S  -  

3754  KAWASAKI  singles  80  450cc.  66  77   

3791  KAWASAKI  I.ms.  250  4  350  all  A  senes  

8469  KAWASAKI  t«irs.  K/400  74  78 

9601  KAWASAKI  mples.  250  750tc  69  77   .  . 

8917  KAWASAKI  louis  K^65a.  76  73  .  .. 

0840  KAWASAKI  lours,  900  4  lOOOcc.  71-78  

9459  LAMBRtnA  molMSCOOler.  57  72   

0513  MAICO  singles  250-501CC.  68  75   

89 1 8  MOBYLETTE  mopeds.  66  76   

9600  MONTESSA  singles,  123  360«,  66  75 

0505  MOTO  aSU\  Iviins  750,850  4  1000.  74  77   

06 14  NORTON  l.ins  500  600,650  4  750.  49  68   

0692  NORTON  I.ms,  75C  4  850  Con>™n<JonMdlll».»S-77 

9794  OSSA  singles,  I25  250tc,  71  78   

0774  PEUGEOT  mopefls  76  78  ,  , 

9852  PUCH  mopeas,  76  77   

0612  SACHS  wgines  100  4  125cc  m  OalesmanMWPmMn. 

8857  SUiUKI  iingfes,  50  120CC.  64  78   

8858  SUZUKI  singes  125  400ci:  64  78 

8079  SU2UKI  singles  80  370cc  HM-se<«s.  7S-77   

3792  SUZUKIlmns  1 25  500cc.  64  76   

8919  SU2UKI  tains  GS400.  77-78   

9784  SUZUKI  irioles  380  750cc.  72  77   

8920  SUZUKI  IB jr5.GS550.  77  78  .  . 

8080  SUZUKI  lours  GS750.  77  79 

0943  TRIUMPH  t»ins  500  4  650  pre-unil  mxKK.  47-62  

3753  TRIUMPH  Iwms.  500,650  4  750  63  76   

0893  TRIUMPH  triples.  Irmern  4  BSA  Socket.  69  72 

0909  VELOCEne  singles.  350  4  600,  53  70 

0910  VESPA  scooters  64  76 

8920  VESPA  mooeils,  Ciao  4  Bravo  models,  71-77   

3747  YAMAHA  singles,  50-lOOcc  rolary  vaM  mtHv  63-76  . . 
865  1  YAMAHA  singles.  80  1 75ec  Enduro.Motociass.  68  78 
8652  YAMAHA  singles.  250-500cc  tnduro.Motocross,  68  78 

8921  YAMAHA  singles  XT500  4  nSOO  models,  76  78  , 

8398  YAMAHA  l»ins.  90  200CC.  66  77  

8399  YAMAHA  l».ns  250  400cc  65  78   

3724  YAMAHA  l»ins.  XS360  4  X5400,  76  78   

8922  YAMAHA  lYiins,  tX500  4  XS500,  73  78   

9775  YAMAHA  lv.ins,  650cc.  70  78   

0720  YAMAHA  Iricnes  XS750,  75  78   


9668  TUNING  FOR  PERFORMANCE 
0558  MINI  BIKE  SERVICE  MANUAL  ail  production  models 
0554  MOTORCYCLE  FUT  RATE  MANUAL  service, repair.owrtiaul 
8542  RESTORATION  .^Idge  4  tnorouglitifed  molwc^c^ 
0522  RIDE  4  STAY  ALIVE  survival  booh  lor  all  Dihe  ridevs 
0650  HOW  TO  RIDE  OBSERVED  TRIALS  4  be  a  belter  dirt  rrier 
0626  HOW  TO  WIN  MOTOCROSS  or  being  ahead  ol  the  piacl. 
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CARBOOKS.INC. 


181  Glen  Ave  . 
Se.^  Cliff  NY  1 1! 


J96  I 


I  City 


Zip 


I  State 

J  O  I  enclose  lull  payment  phone  orders  800-645-6272 
I  Charge  Add  $2.00  tor  ihlpping-USA  &  CaiuiK 

p  □  Anwican  Express      .  ■  Visa  BankAmencard  

■ Card 
number 


2       BOOK  NO. 

8TY 

PRICE  UCM 

TOTAL 

1  

 1  

( 

»  ; 

Illustration  by  P.M.  McKenna 
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A  CAREER  WITHOUT  COLUGl?  YES! 


FOR  FREE  INFORMATION: 

Nnma- 

<;»r««». 

City:             ^♦n««-  7ip. 

at 

Phnno- I  \ 

—  Ag»:  

MAIL  ORDER  DIRECT 

OVER  I.OOO 

MOTORCYCLE  ACCESSORIES 

For  Road,  Trail,  Competition,  Custom 
at  SUPER-LOW  DISCOUNT  PRICES 
Save  up  to  30%  AND  MORE! 
ALL  TOP  NAME  BRANDS 

SEND  $2.00  PLUS  50^  POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING  NOW 
FOR  YOUR  97  PAGE  CRAM-PACKED  1979  CATALOGUE!! 


THE  OUTBIDESL 

MAIL  ORDER  DIVISION 

570  South  Broad  Avenue  1179 
Ridgefield   N.J.,  07657  (201)945-5533 


N.Y.  SHOWROOM 

610  W.  57th  Street 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10019 

(212)581-2250 


goodJyear 


WARNING 

II  lOUVAlui  •OUBOWM  l>lt 

AS  Much  ASi 

VAlUl  BMI 
DON  r  Mf  SS  WMH  ft 


JQFA 


PERfORMANCt 


S«nd  50*  for  each  stickvr  above  or  S6  lor  all  1  S. 
Oat  our  naw  '79  catalog  of  ovar  90O  ttlckara 
plut  5  fra0  Kimplat  (our  choica)  for  only 
S«nd  your  monay  ond  Hit  of  what  you  want  to: 

STICK-IM  UP 

1S14  Catsllna  Court,  Dapt. 
Llvarmors,  CA  945S0 


AUthe 
kings  horses 

and  all  the 
kings  men... 


Please. 
>Vear  a  helmet 
when  jou  ride. 


coniiiHU'il  from  pa^e  W 
limit.  A  luggage  rack  is  probably  the 
possible  place  to  carry  loads.  In  a  de 
siraiion  given  by  the  Continenlal  Tire  ( 
a  motorcycle  rally  in  Germany,  a  2 
weight  on  a  luggage  rack  changed  the 
loading  and  started  a  BM  W  R65  wob 
at  about  40  mph.  After  the  same  weigh 
moved  to  a  tank  bag,  the  wobble  d 
peared. 

If  your  bike  is  stock  and  wobbles  at  s^ 
check  wheel  alignment  and  tire  wear 
suming  that  the  rear  tire  is  stock, 
whether  or  not  it  still  has  the  original 
file.  If  the  tire  is  worn  fiat  in  the  middle 
straight -line  riding  or  dragstrip-siyle  I 
outs  and  fast  starts,  it  could  make 
bike  wobble.  Fitting  a  non  -  stanc 
than-stock  tire  could  also  cau.se  the  iro 
and  a  new  stock  tire  should  stop  the  wo 
If  that  doesn  V  do  it,  make  sure  your  h 
rear  shocks  are  not  worn  out.  To  test  t 
have  a  friend  hold  your  bike's  handit 
while  you  push  down  fust  and  hard  ot 
seat,  letting  go  as  the  shocks  compress 
the  shocks  rebound  and  stop,  or  keep  ho 
ing?  Another  way  to  detect  worn  out  sh 
is  to  go  through  a  bumpy  corner  If  the 
end  of  the  bike  bounces  up  and  down  (It 
pogo  stick),  then  the  shocks  need  replai 
preferably  with  a  set  of  aftermarket 
performance  shocks  with  a  longer  life 
the  stackers. 

Ne.xt,  check  for  swingarm  bushing  m 
To  do  that,  put  your  bike  on  the  centerst 
remove  the  rear  wheel  and  unbolt 
shocks.  Then  grab  the  swing  arm  and  p 
pull  if  from  side  to  side.  If  you  can  de 
side-to-side  play,  replace  the  bushings, 
stead  of  using  the  oil-less  nylon  (plai 
bushings,  get  a  set  of  bronze  high  -perfo 
ance  bushings  from  Ontario  Moto 
Corp.  (6850  Vineland  Ave.  »I6, 
Hollywood,  Calif  91605).  The  bush 
must  be  accurately  line-bored  after  insta 
tion,  a  fob  which  can  he  done  by  Ontarit 
any  competent  machinist. 

If  the  rear  tire  has  a  like-new  profile, 
wheel  alignment  is  perf  ect,  shocks  good 
the  swingarm  bushings  taut,  make  sure 
both  stock  rear  view  mirrors  are  on  the 
In  some  cases,  a  bike  will  wobble  with  on 
both  mirrors  ofi'  and  not  wobble  with 
mirrors  on.  If  all  else  fails,  try  tucking 
when  you  exceed  UK)  mph.  That  proba 
won  V  stop  the  wobble  completely,  hut  it  n 
not  be  as  bad. 

A  caution  about  riding  out  wobbles, 
speed  wobble  will  he  made  worse  by  sli, 
ming  the  throttle  shut.  If  your  bike  is  w 
bling,  gently  roll  off  the  throttle  and  ap 
the  rear  brake,  don '/  chop  the  throttle  a 
grab  a  big  handful  of  front  brake.  Wt 
never  been  in  a  wobble  .so  bad  that 
couldn't  get  stopped  without  crashing— c 
we've  seen  the  scarey  side  of  some 
tankslappers-but  presence  of  mind  am 
steady  throttle  hand  are  required. 
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TUBELESS  RIMS 

ive  a  1978  Yamaha  750  Special.  The 
comes  with  cast  alloy  wheels  and 
;ype  tires.  I  am  now  considering  in- 
ig  tubeless  tires  on  front  and  rear. 
^ou  foresee  any  problems  with  this 
;eover? 

Gary  Lefebvre 
Flushing.  N.Y. 
.  there's  a  problem.   Yamaha's  cast 
V  aren 't  air  tight  andaren  V  designed  to 
ith  tubeless  tires.  Cast  wheels  can  be 
air  tight  or  non-air  tight,  depending 

•  casting  density  and  coatings  applied 

•  inner  surface.  The  'Yamaha  wheels 
ilain  won't  hold  air  without  a  lube 
led.  It  is  possible  to  coat  the  inside  of 
heel  with  a  sealant  available  at  many 
lotive  supply  shops,  but  it  would  be 

to  use  a  lube  and  not  risk  sealing 
•ms  of  the  tubeless  tires  on  the  wrong 
Even  if  vou  have  a  tubeless-lype  tire 
vant  to  use  on  the  'Yamaha,  you  can 
I  a  lube  within  the  lire  and  run  the 


PINGING  YAMAHA  IT400 

urchased  an  IT400F  Yamaha  in  De- 
er. My  only  problem  with  the  bike  is 
ifter  several  flawless  desert  races  this 

have  a  loud  pinging  in  the  barrel.  My 
n  also  bought  one  of  these  motorcy- 
ut  his  doesn't  ping  like  mine.  Could  it 
c  oil  I  use,  Pennzoil  two-stroke? 

Gary  Mulconery 
Studio  City,  Calif. 
c  loud  pinging  in  the  barrel  could  he 
■d  by  improper  carburetor  jetting  or  a 

CDI  ignition  that 's  advancing  too  far 
k  the  jetting  first.  If  the  pinging  is 
•.'able  in  the  mid-range,  from  one-quar- 
ihree-quarier  throttle,  raise  the  needle 
I-  curb  slide  by  lowering  the  clip  one 
!.  //  the  problem  only  occurs  during 
hrotlle  operation,  put  in  a  larger  main 
f  the  pinging  continues  with  several 
larger  main  jets  installed,  the  problem 
bahly  in  the  CDI  unit  which  is  advanc- 
00  quickly.  This  is  assuming  you  are 

the  correct  plug  and  it's  gapped  ac- 
ng  10  specs.  > 


Defy  the  cold! 


It's  10°  outside  .  .  .  Even  getting 
colder.  So  you  bundle  up  in  layers  and 
layers  of  heavy  clothes.  First  with  long 
underwear  .  .  .  then  bulky,  restrictive 
thermalwear  on  top. 

Oh,  you  were  warm,  all  right.  Like 
in  a  Turkish  bath.  Because  you  began 
to  perspire  from  all  your  activity.  And 
perspiring  in  that  mountain  of  clothes 
is  like  perspiring  in  a  plastic  bag!  The 
perspiration  is  locked  in.  So  there  you 
are.  Wet  and  miserable. 

But  now,  at  last,  Damart  has  solved 
the  problem.  Because  Damart  in- 
vented underwear  that  keeps  you 
warm,  dry  and  comforta- 
ble no  matter  how  cold 
it  is  or  how  long  you 
stay  out.  Under- 
wear that's  soft 
and  light  so 
you  can  move 
easily.  Un- 
d  e  r  w  e  a  r 
knitted  to 
let  the  per- 


SUPPLIER  1980  U.S. 
WINTER  OLYMPIC  TEAM 


spiration  evaporate  through  so  you  al- 
ways stay  warm  and  dry  next  to  your 
skin. 

Damart  does  this  with  a  new  mira- 
cle fabric  —  Thermolactyl.  No  other 
underwear  does  this!  You  can  wear 
Damart  indoors  too,  and  turn  your 
thermostat  into  the  60's.  You'll  feel 
perfectly  comfortable  and  enjoy 
dramatic  savings  in  home  heating 
costs. 

Damart  will  be  supplying  The  1980 
U.S.  Winter  Olympic  Team  with 
Thermolactyl  underwear!  Damart  is 
so  comfortable  that  the  Mt.  Everest 
climbing  expedition  wears  it.  So  does 
the  Chicago  Bears  Football  Club,  New 
England  Patriots  and  Philadelphia 
Eagles. 

Our  free  catalog  tells  the  full 
Damart  Thermolactyl  story  and  dis- 
plays the  whole  Damart  line  for  men 
and  women,  including  tall  sizes.  Send 
for  your  FREE  copy  now! 

THE  PROOF  IS  IN  THE  WEARING 


/STamart 


THERE  IS  NO  WARMER  UNDERWEAR  MADE! 

Fill  out  and  send  to: 


Thermawear,  Inc. 

WHEN  IN  THE  BOSTON  AREA.  VISIT  OUR 
PORTSMOUTH,  N.H.  STORE.  (603)431-4700 


DAMART,  INC.  Dept.  10559 
1811  Woodbury  Ave. 
Portsmouth,  N.H.  03805 
YES!  Rush  me  your  FREE  DAMART  Catalog  ...  I  want  to  enjoy  the  fantastic 
warmth  of  Thermolactyl  Underwear,  a  DAMART*  exclusive.  (I  understand  there 
is  no  obligation.) 

PRINT  NAME 

ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


©  1979,  Domorl.  Inc 
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BOOTS 


Specially  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider; 
crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  for  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLO  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  haijlit;  roomy  squire  toe 

•  Harness  strip  with  solid  briss 
hirdmre 

•  Full  leither  lining  md  pull  strips 

•  Scuff  resistint  leither  toe  cip 

•  Spiciil  riinfornd  stiel  diMik 
under  arch 

•  Oaep  cleitid  VIBRAM*^  lug 
soles  ind  heals 

•  Your  choice  of  blick,  or  hind- 
stained  brown  cowhide  with  blick 
toe  cip 

•  Sins  6  thru  14;  widths  B,  D,  E.  EE 


$89.50  per  pair  plus 
$3.00  posuge  and 
handling 

SatisfKtion  Guannteed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  IMC. 

Dept.  Ill   P.O.  Box  468  Brockton.  Mass.  02403 

pairs  of  FRYE  Bike  Boots. 
 Color  


□  Check     □  Money  Order 
Or,  charge  my   □  BankAmericard  □  Master  Charge 


IBank  No. 
(M/C) 

I Name  
Address  — 


n 


Exp.  ■  , 
Date  I    I    I    I  I 


City.  State,  Zip . 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


COMPLETE  $219.95 


•  Mounting  Bracket 

•  All  Fiberglass 

•  Windshield 

•  Running  Lights 

•  Turn  Signals 

•  Pocket  Covers 
w/Pouch 


•  Pocket  Liner 

•  Lighter 

•  Black.  White,  Silver 

•  Polyurethane  Paint 

•  Decals 

•  9-pln  Wiring 
Harness 


Optional.  Same  windshields  as  below  for  Lee's 
Starr,  same  price 


REPLACEMENT  WINDSHIELDS 
FOR  WINDJAMMER  FAIRINGS' 

Standard  Size  24.95 

Standard  Size  w/Snap  Vents  29.95 

Extra  Tall  Size  2"  27.95 

Extra  Tall  Size  w/Snap  Vents  34.95 

Hand  Savers  29.95 

Lower  Wind  &  Rain  Guards  13.95 

Iee's  A\ 

P.O.  BOX  5882,  TUCSON,  ARIZONA  85703 
WRITE  OR  CALL  (602)  294-5875 


masier  chriige 


WATCHING  THE  BACK  DOOR 

I  own  a  Honda  CB400F  and  it's  a  great 
running  bike.  Around  town  the  mirrors  on 
the  bike  are  stable  (mirrors  are  Sudco),  but 
out  on  the  highway  at  speed  the  mirrors 
vibrate  really  bad  and  it's  hard  to  make  out 
cars  behind  me.  When  I  want  to  see  what's 
behind  me,  I  have  to  steady  the  left  one  to 
get  a  clear  view  of  the  car  or  truck  back 
there.  Is  there  anything  that  can  be  done  to 
get  rid  of  the  vibration? 

Paul  Snyder 
Dallas,  Texas 

The  major  motorcycle  manufacturers 
have  been  trying  to  eliminate  mirror  vibra- 
tion with  various  techniques  and  some  of 
them  have  been  successful.  Honda  in  1979 
introduced  mirrors  on  the  750s  that  had 
hollow  shafts  and  weighted  mirror  heads 
that  effectively  eliminated  vibration  prob- 
lems with  the  mirrors  on  those  hikes.  This 
year  Honda  has  put  similar  mirrors  on  other 
models.  We've  tried  mounting  the  Honda 
hollow  shaft  mirrors  on  other  brands  of 
motorcycles  and  found  them  to  effectively 
cancel  the  vibration  problems.  They  just 
might  do  the  trick  for  you.  Suzuki  is  now 
using  a  similar  hollow  shaj't  mirror,  but 
before  going  to  the  hollow  shafts  Suzuki 
used  a  rubber  insulator  on  the  mirror  stems. 
The  rubber  insulators  didn 't  work  as  well  as 
the  hollow  shafts,  but  they  could  help  allevi- 
ate the  problem. 


PENNZOIL  RACE  APPARE 

:  MEN'S  royal  blue.  100%  nylon  RACING  JACKET  Red 

Yellow  stripes  wilh  cotor  emblems 

-Unhned-JIB.M 

MEN  S  RACING  JACKET  with 

tull  pile  Imina— S24.B8 

Have  your  "FIRST  NAME" 

embroidered  on  lacket  —add  $2 

MEN  ST-SHIRT-Blue,  Red  or 

Yellow.  100%  cotton— color 

emblems  — J4.J8  j,' 

Colortul  BELT  BUCKLE- 

embroidefed  leather  O 

oversleei-  SS.IS 

Royal  Blue  CAP  with  your 

"FIRST  NAME"  en-Droid( 

— one  sizelitsall— $4.50 
'Indicate  sizes  IS,  M.  L  or  xL 
for  each  item,  and  color 
ORDER  NOW!  Send  Check  or  m 
ocdetto  ETALON,  11213 
Washington  Place,  Culver  City. 
90230  Telephone  213-397-T 
Add  $1  50  per  order  (or  shippm^l 
Calit  residents  add  6%  sdieb 'jx 

•  Credit  Cirtf  Ordtrt  -  Call  Till  Free* 
1-800-854-2003  (In  Calil.  1  ■800-522-1 500) 


Opening  Special! 

SCOTT 
MX  BOOTS 
$127«o 


LINERS  $8.95 


m 

m 

THE  BEST  FOR  LES! 


P.O.  BOX  1485  .PONTIAC.  MICH.  48051 


|["tO  OBDER.  call  toll  free  1 .800«521  -440^ 


FOR  GENERAL  INFORMAnON.  CALL  (313)  6S3-2SI 


CYCLES  &  CARS 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Largest  Parts  and  Accessories 
Warehouse  in  the  Midwest 
Send  $1.50  for  Parts  &  Accessory  Catalcx 
RefurxJ  with  purchase  over  $10 

CARR'S  HONDi 

6800  N.  Clark 
Chicago,  IL 60626  312-274-7777! 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


It  s  pcx:ked  with  big  b'ke 
accessories  from  Vottet 
Bosch.  Lockhorl 
MCM  Avon  SAW 
orxl  Leather  WofVs 
pt\js  many  more 
Fast  delivery  and 
of  course  monev 
bcx:k  guaranteed! 

$2.00 


ECLIPSE  lANK  B 


f^ive  seporate  compartmenf 
1[J0%  water  resistant  Cardura 
Mop  pocket  detachaole  beii 
cjnd  2-wov  zippers  Red  Blue  B 


$49. 

Order  Toll  Free.  1-800-426-27 

Enclosed  is  S_   for  (   )  Catalog(s)  ot  S2  00.  ond'OT  Ec 

Tank  Bog  at  Si9  95  Srato  Color  

□  Monev  Order  Q  Moslei  Charge  Q  VISA  Q  Cosh 


Ex  Dole  


CiW  Stale 'ro  

Couoon  Must  Accompoov  Order 
(2061  285-2IMI0  DEPI  CW  1221  DEXTER  AVE  N  SEAHI E.  WA  981 
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Illustration  by  P.M.  McKenna 


Copyrighted  mitsria! 


NfT  END  SHIMMY 

a  problem  with  my  1977  Honda 
1.  The  front  end  shimmies  between 
I  55  mph  whenever  I  let  go  with  one 
or  hold  the  bars  loosely.  It's  much 
during  decel  and  if  you  relax  your 
jmpletely  it  will  shimmy  quite  heav- 
m  52  down  to  30  mph.  I  have  owned 
achine  since  new  and  it  has  never 
"lit  or  dropped  and  now  has  12.000 
I  it. 

ond  question.  Here  in  Germany, 
1  sells  a  902cc  CB900FZ  Bol  d'oV 
u  know  if  these  will  ever  be  sold  in 
SA?  From  what  you  know,  are  they 
or/inferior  to  the  machines  sold  in 
SA? 

Al  Poliakotr 
APO.  N.Y. 
lart  with,  check  wheel  alignment  and 
•ely  on  the  adjustment  marks  stamped 
e  swing  arm— they're  often  inaccurate 
<  production  tolerances.  Next,  check 
ing  arm  bushings  for  plav,  and  make 
hat  the  rear  tire  isn  V  worn  flat  in  the 
?.  Make  sure  that  the  steering  head 
are  not  dimpled.  If  a  non-.stock  rear 
fitted  to  the  bike,  make  sure  the  profile 
'atter  than  that  of  the  stock  tire. 
?rmarket  accessories  could  cause  the 
m,  particularly  a  fairing  or  a  luggage 
To  he  sure,  remove  the  accessories  and 
e  bike  without  them— in  one  case, 
'  the  weight  of  the  rack  itself  upset  a 
OK.  Finally,  don '/  ride  with  your 
off  the  bars.  The  condition  you  de- 
while  annoying,  is  common  to  certain 
J  models  from  about  1970  to  1977,  and 
dangerous  unless  you  ride  with  no 
on  the  bars. 

for  the  900,  you  can  expect  to  .see  that 
<r  a  variation  in  the  U.S.  in  the  near 
.  Vehicles  imported  into  the  U.  S.  must 
tified  as  meeting  U.S.  emissions  stan- 
,  a  lengthy  and  expensive  process 
is  best  left  to  the  vehicle  manufactur- 
ut  you  could  buy  a  certified,  U.S.- 
•t  CB750F  and  install  a  900cc  crank 
'g-bore  pistons.  Q 


JOIN  THE  LEADERS  IN  COLORFUL 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Save  moneyl  Top  quality 
motor  cycle  and  high  speed 
clothing  with  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  clearly 
marked. 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery. 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all. 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  '  The  Colourful  World  of 
Lewis  Leathers".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available. 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers. 


I  To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  (Dept.  CW).  120/122  Great 
Portland  Street,  London,  W1A  2DL,  England. 
Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 ,00. 

Name   

Address  


MXL1111 
All  Seasons 
Glove 


All  Season  Touring 
Glove  of  butter  soft 
leather  with  removable 
woolen  liner  for  cold 
weather  wear. 
Sizes:  Small,  Med,, 
Lrg.,  X.  Lrg, 
Order  Black  or  Tan 
S29.95  per  pr. 


DUNLOP  K81 
TT100  Tires 

rear  425/85  h  18-K  81 
$44,95* 

front  410  h  19-K81 
$39.95* 

Buy  two  and  save  - 
Shipped  freight  free 
•Inc.  Fed.  Excise  Tax 

TUBES 

All  18"  &  19"  Tubes 
$5.95  ea. 

Shipping:  Gloves  or 
Shields  SI. 50  ea 
Farings  or  Tires 
$3.50  ea.  Tubes 
SI. 00  ea. 

NJ  RES  ADO  5 
SALES  TAX 


MXL  500 
Flip  Shield 


Sllpstreamer 
Fairing 

Easily  Installed 
Clear:  $59.95  ea. 
Tint:  $64.95  ea. 


Full  flip  action, 
X  500  -  Scratch 
Resistant 
H  500  ■  Fog  Free 
Treated  $10.95  ea. 
Send  Name  Addiess  Cily  Slaie  /ip 
Make  Model  &  yi  ol  Bike  Phis 
S  Money  oidei  a  Personal  cneck 

|\_^        Visa  or  Masler  Charge  irr,lude 


Card  No  S  dp  Dale 
Catalog  Sales  Onr  ol 
H  P  I  enterprises  Inc  ?01  689  &261 
Box  6/  Behndeie  NJ  0/8?3 


RIDE  AWARE 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  EXCLUSIVE  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A_ 


inOTOIKYClf 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL 

Ch.c»go  C«mpo»  7U0  North  H«l»tr4  Slrwl  Chicago  INtrw*  312  »«^7T1 

Florida  Campoi  13700  N  W  1»th  A«»  .  Bay       Miami,  Florida  330M  30i-6l5-»4W 


Name 


Age 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

Q  I  am  a  veteran 
Telephone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 
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MAKE  MONEY. 


WE  SHOW  YOU  HOW 

...  at  Home,  In  Your  Spare  Time! 

You  don't  riMd  ip«ciil  talent  —  juti  tooli 
and  proftssional  gupdance.  And,  that's  what 
you  gel:  Te«<t  ITM  nMd,  plus  Msy.  it»p 
by  step  instructions 

,  LCARN  CUSTOMIZING  INSIDE  AND 

OUT!  Discover  how  to  create  wild  scenic 
effects  with  air  brush  and  dec«ls  Install 
outside  "»dd  ons"lit[a  portholes,  scoops, 
ttc.  Do  intorier  upholstering,  cjrptling. 
make  built  ins.  etc 
Get  free  facts  about  customizing  and 
results  of  survey  showing  employment 
-=1' success  of  our  graduates.  v^ia 

I  CUSTOMIZING  CENTER  Cs^ffis  Through  Home  Study"  "! 
I  4401  Birch  Street  Deot  EBOA9.  Newport  Beach.  CA  92660  , 
I  *  Rush  FREE  Information  on  how  i  can  loarn  ctntomictng,  * 
I  no  salMman  will  call.  | 
|Nam«  Ac*  I 

-I 


lAddrm  

|Clfy__  SUt*   Zlp_  


belC 

HBLMBTS^ 


;SHOEI> 


TOTAL  PRICES  —  WE  PAY  SHIPPING 
Send  check  or  money  order  —  No  COD  s 

Stale  Style.  Size  (Bell  6V4-7V4  ■  Shoei  XS.  S.  M,  L.  XL)  and 
1st-2nd  Color  Choice  Calif  Res  add  6%  tax 

RT  MAG  II  STAR  120  MOJO  STAR  II 
$47.95    $67.95      $75.95     $75.95  $83.95 


ZG        S-20        S-12         S-25  S-30 
$99.95    $49.95      $69.95     $49.95  $114.95 
■gp  PARTS  UNLIMITED  13273  Glenoaks  Blvd. 
 Dept.  WSylmar.  CA  91342  213/781-3828 


-wmm 

900  S.S.—  500  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTINENTAL  MOTOSPORT  INC. 

4730  Bourque  Bl  .  CW11 ,  Rock  Forest,  Que  , 

Canada  JOB-2J0  819-562-0233  Catalog  $1 


ROS&SEELEY  RAONG  CO. 

Road  racing  and  cafe  racing  equipment  for  ttie 
discerning  rider  desiring  the  best  available  Rear 
sets,  clip  ons.  fairings.  Seeley  frame  kits  for 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  catalog 
Norton         Ducati         Seeley  Cotton 
Read-Titan       John  Tickle  Triumph 
Mont  Vernon  St.,  Milford,  N.  H.  03055 
1-603-673-6334 


ROAD  RACERS  —  CAFE  RACERS 
RD350/400,  Honda.  Kaw,  Suz  ft  others 

Road  Race/Cafe  fairings,  seats,  tanks,  pipes,  tires, 
RR  boots  &  gloves.  Special  tools  & 
hardware,  racing  brakes  and 
many  other  hard  to  find  items. 

New  1979  Catalog  $1 .00 

Racers  Supply,  Dept.  CW 
6059  Van  Nuy«  Blvd.,  VN,  CA.  91405 


»CH!H34KKK>CH3hmXMH>l>«HKH»H>OHCHCW 

390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5.00 
•  ACCESSORIES  • 
*  PARTS  •  MANUALS  • 

jr— — -7  MOTOftCYCLE  SUPPLY 
TRIANGLE  6OI6  W.  Otvartey  Ave. 
\y  Chicago.  III.  60639 

O  24  Hr.  T«l.  Sar.  CALL  (312)  237-1117  t 
«OOOHeH><HeHKKH>&<HCH>O<KH0H»«l«Ha 


BSA  TwilMlfc  NORTON 
BMW  ^'^SSS^USAONLY 

PARTS  SHIPPED  NATIONWIDE  DAILY 
NEW—  USED  —  RECONDITIONED 
(No  caialoqs  —  lust  tons  ol  parts) 

BMW-TRIUMPH  OFOKLA.  CITY 

1925  N.  MACARTHUR  (405)  787-3440 
 Okla.  City.  Okla.  73127 


AcceMory  HouM  8 

Advanced  Cycle  Products  11 

American  Honda   35-41 

American  M/C  Inetltute  92 

American  M/C  Mechanics   95 

American  M/C  School  90 

Bent  Bllie   96 

BMW  Motorcycles   58-59 

Bnwni's  Plating  Service  90 

Capital  Cyde  91 

Caitaoolcs   91 

CarbStlx  14 

Carl's  Honda  96 

Carr's  Honda   94 

Castre  5 

Cat  House  95 

Champion  Sparkplugs  12-13 

Chevy  Thjck  83 

Circle  Industries  11 

Continental  Motospori  96 

Crawford  House  94 

Customizing  Center  96 

Cycle  City  96 

Cycle  Salvage  91 

Oamart  Thermannear  93 

DO  Performance  14 

Drager's   94 

Duane  Imports  96 

Paul  Dunslall   14 

Etolon  94 

Ford  Truck  50-51 
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HARLEY  SPORTSTER  CYLINDERS  AND  HEADS 


uthe  Engineering  is  now  offering  big 
aluminum  cylinders  and  aluminum 
type  dual  carburetor  heads  for  all 
ey-Davidson  Sportsters.  They  also 
a  complete  line  of  Harley-Davidson 
tster  high  performance  equipment  in- 


cluding chrome-moly  transmission  doors, 
rear  motor  mounts,  mini  sump  conversions 
and  fuel  injection  drives.  For  prices  con- 
tact Sputhe  Engineering.  CW-IO,  417  N. 
Curtis  Ave..  Alhambra.  Calif.  91803. 
Phone (213)  281-7351. 


K190  MINI  BIKE  TIRES 

Dunlop's  K 190  dirt  tire  with  rectangular 
dimples  is  now  available  in  several  sizes  for 
minibikes.  Sizes  are  3.00-12.  3.60-14.  4.10- 
14.  2.50-14.  and  2.75-17.  In  addition  to  the 
special  reinforced  knob  design,  they  have  a 
rim  saver-type  casing  to  ward  off  rock 
damage.  They  are  available  from  most 
motorcvcle  dealers. 


HOP-UP  HONDA  PAR  I  S 


"lite  Bros.  Cycle  Specialties  already 
1  complete  line  of  hop-up  parts  for 
la's  XR  and  XL  bikes.  The  company 
>  aluminum  swing  arms,  shocks,  fork 


kits,  carburetors,  exhaust  pipes,  silencers, 
pistons  and  cams.  Contact  White  Bros.. 
CW-8.  1 161 1  Salinaz  Dr..  Suite  M.  Garden 
Grove.  Calif  92643  or  call  (714)  638-1653. 


UNIVERSAL  LIGHT  BAR/ 
BUMPER 

Custom  Chrome's  light  bar/bumper  ad- 
justs from  24.5  in.  to  36  in.  in  width.  It  is 
chrome  plated  and  should  fit  around  just 
about  any  saddlebag.  Mounting  hardware 
is  included  and  10  DOT-approved  marker 
lights  are  mounted  to  the  bumper.  For  more 
information  contact  Custom  Chrome.  Inc., 
CW-1 1.  3419  Zanker  Road.  San  Jose,  Calif. 
95131  or  phone  (408)  262-4931. 
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d  beauty. 

Their  sleek  appearance  is  matched  with 
rugged  durability  and  plenty  of  cargo  space.' 
A  full-face  helmet  for  instance,  is  easily 
swallowed  up  behind  the  unique  drop-down 
hatch  doors. 

Our  saddle  bags  not  only  provide  plenty 
of  cornering  clearance,  their  tucked-in,  ^ 
contoured  design  keeps  cargo  weight  up  j 
front  and  low  —  where  it  should  be.  ' 

And  only  Vetter  saddle  bags  feature  the 
exclusive  Floating  Mount  System. 
Ingeniously  designed,  this  patented 
mounting  system  absorbs  the  brunt  of  road 
vibration  before  reaching  the  rider. 

Best  of  all,  our  saddle  bags  are  easy  on, 
easy  off.  They  feature  built-in  carrying 
handles  and  frame-lock  with  the  same  key  ; 
that  opens  the  saddle  bag  doors.  I 
To  complete  the  package,  the  Vetter  Tail 
Trunk  features  our  Floating  Mount  System,  ; 


all  standard. 

The  next  time  you  hit  the  road,  take 
along  a  Vetter  saddle  bag  system.  Extended 
road-riding  never  looked  so  good,  or  felt  so 
free. 

Visit  your  local  dealer  for  more  road- 
designed  Vetter  components,  or  write:  Vetter 
Corp.  P.O.  Box  927.  Rantoul,  Illinois  61866. 


sis: 

side  Hondas  Radical  Racer 


At  Yamaha  our  most  important  research 
and  development  work  isn't  done  by  theory- 
loving  engineers  in  white  lab  coats.  It's  done 
by  go-for-broke  racers  in  helmets  and  leathers. 

We  believe  the  fastest,  most  thorough  way 
to  see  if  our  R&D  ideas  work  is  to  let  the  fast- 
est riders  test  them.  And  the  quickest  way  to 
come  up  with  new  ideas  is  to  ask  the  men  who 
want  to  be  even  quicker. 

Like  two-time  World  Grand  Prix  champion 
Kenny  Roberts.  No  one  can  push  a  motorcycle 


to  its  limits  like  Roberts  can.  In  one  two-  - 
hundred-mile  road  race,  he  can  prove  mo] 
about  the  soundness  of  our  engineering^ 
vations  than  we  can  in  two  thousand  mir 
of  road  testing. 

And  every  time  Kenny  rolls  into  th«j 
he's  got  some  ideas  on  how  to  make  evei: 
better  suspension  systems,  transmission 
brakes  and  engines. 

Bob  Hannah  and  Broc  Glover  mn  a 


iiie  ground  every  Sunday.  Then,  before 
re  even  dusted  themselves  off,  they  sug- 
nings  that  might  make  their  motocross 
[ines  even  better  Obviously  they  know 
they're  talking  about.  "Hurricane" 
ah  has  won  three  straight  Supercross 
and  two  straight  250cc  National  cham- 
□ips.  And  Broc  has  raced  his  125cc  YZ 
3shocker  to  three  straight  National  titles. 
Tiat's  a  lot  of  number  one  plates  on 
ihas.Team  Yamaha  is  the  winningest  com- 


bination of  motorcycle  racers  one  factory  has 
ever  had.  And  a  very  big  reason  why  we  build 
the  most  advanced  motorcycles  in  the  world. 

At  Yamaha  we  don't  build  great  motor- 
cycles just  to  win  races.  We  win  races  so  we  can 
build  great  motorcycles. 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  how  they're  built. 


ninnmGUKETHis,voucnn' 
nil  ORD  LESS  iHnn  the  besi 


And  when  it  comes  to  motorcycle  boots,  the  best  is  Scott.  Scott's  ^ 
revolutionary  plastic  motorcycle  boots,  that  is.  Their  record  speaks  for  ^ 
itself.  But  until  you  experience  a  pair  for  yourself,  you  won't  believe  \ 
what  they  can  do  for  your  riding.  No  other  motorcycle  boot  can  provide 
that  new  level  of  confidence  that  Scott  boots  provide.  Confidence  to  get  it  on! 

Tough  Scott  boots  deliver  more  support  and  protection.  They're  long- 
lasting,  rebuildable  and  they  work!  The  patented  Scott  floating-hinge  system 
gives  you  easy  forward  and  backward  movement  as  well  as  lateral 
ankle  rotation. 

Plain  and  simple,  Scott  boots  are  the  best.  And  when  the  action  gets 
down  to  its  roughest  and  toughest,  you  really  can't  afford  to  use 
anything  but  the  best.  That's  why  Winners  Wear  Scott! 


P.O.  Box  1418,  Sun  Valley,  Idaho  83353 
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UPFRONT 


by  Allan  Gird 


A  CRISIS  OF  IDENTITY 

How  much  things  have  changed,  I 
didn't  appreciate  until  the  morning  1 
got  a  letter  from  an  old  pal.  Two  previous 
lives  ago.  he  and  1  were  newspaper  report- 
ers, covering  the  same  events  for  rival  big 
city  papers.  We  were  professional  rivals 
and  personal  friends,  I  suspect  because  the 
only  people  who  knew  how  good  a  job  we 
were  doing  was  us. 

He's  just  written  a  book,  about  sports 
cars.  Back  in  those  days  I  drove  a  1948 
MG.  For  those  who  aren't  familiar  with 
the  model,  a  1948  MG  was  about  equal  to 
a  1948  Triumph  Speed  Twin:  Lovely  to 
look  at,  delightful  to  hear,  but  if  there  had 
been  accurate  road  tests  back  then,  the 
specifications  tables  for  both  machines 
would  have  had  to  contain  something  like; 

Top  speed  -Sort  of. 

and 

Suspension  Not  so's  you'd  notice. 

Not  your  terrific  long  distance  car,  in 
other  words.  But  when  we  were  leaping 
from  story  to  story  around  a  large  state,  he 
and  the  other  chaps  would  get  to  where  the 
action  was  and  stay  there  until  the  last  dog 
was  indicted.  Not  me.  No  matter  how  far 
or  how  long,  I  drove  that  pretty  little  coal 
wagon  from  home  every  morning  and  back 
every  night. 

He  asked  me  why.  and  (his  letter  said) 
he's  never  forgotten  the  answer.  He  wrote 
to  ask  if  he  could  quote  me,  after  all  these 
years,  because  my  reply  perfectly  suited 
the  theme  of  his  book. 

What  I  said  was  "I  love  to  drive." 

That  was  me  in  '63. 

Later  that  same  day  I  was  sitting,  bolt 
upright,  hands  at  10  and  2,  seat  and  shoul- 
der belts  lashed  tight,  eyes  straight  ahead, 
in  our  parking  lot. 

Around  the  comer  came  John  the  mail 
boy,  in  the  company  truck.  "Geez,"  he 
shouted,  "Allan's  driving  a  car!" 

He'd  never  seen  me  drive  a  car  before. 

Things  have  changed. 


JIS  ^* 


Why  1  was  in  the  car  is  complicated 
This  was  the  weekend  of  Laguna  Seca. 
vintage  bikes  in  action  at  last  and  some 
support  classes  in  the  form  of  Kenny 
Roberts  and  students.  (Nice  of  the  track  to 
give  the  crowd  something  to  watch  when 
the  old  bikes  have  done  their  show.  I 
think.) 

I  had  to  be  at  the  track  early,  and  I  had 
to  get  home  Sunday  night  because  my  wife 
and  I  were  going  on  vacation  Monday 
morning.  "If  you  don't  get  back  on  time." 
she  said.  "I  don't  know  if  I'll  go  without 
you  or  wait." 

Which  means,  any  husband  will  tell  you, 
1  would  be  well  advised  to  get  back  on 
time.  Sunday  night,  that  is.  With  a  400- 
mile  trip  and  a  bike  with  200-mile  range, 
and  the  Sunday  closings  and  all.  the  solu- 
tion I  came  up  with  was  to  borrow  a  car 
from  our  companion  publication  Road  & 
Track. 

Not  just  any  car. 

A  VW  Rabbit  with  diesel  engine.  Good 
mileage,  i  was  promised,  and  the  little  box 
would  go  at  least  400  miles  between  fills,  so 
I  could  make  the  return  non-stop,  no 
problem. 

Or  so  1  thought.  The  company  librarian, 
who  knows  cars  and  owns  a  Triumph  Tro- 


1 


phy  so  he's  actually  one  of  us.  brought 
VW  to  our  shop,  which  is  why  I  was  tak 
lessons  in  the  parking  lot. 

"How  do  I  operate  it?"  I  asked. 

"It's  just  like  a  gas-powered  Rabb 
Chuck  said. 

"I've  never  driven  a  gas-powered  R 
bit,"  I  said. 

This  from  a  man  who  used  to  hold 
international  racing  license  for  cars. 

When  1  was  racing  cars,  and  taking  c 
seriously,  bikes  were  a  hobby,  somethinj 
fiddle  without  effort.  Then  one  day  I  n 
ized  that  I  was  having  more  fun  riding 
250  than  I  was  having  racing  my  sports  i 
so  I  sold  the  car  and  started  riding  the  t 
to  work  and  to  the  woods,  and  the  kids 
old  enough  for  bikes  .  .  . 

1  am  not  a  moderate  man.  When  1  wj 
demon  driver  I  always  had  two  or  th 
cars.  When  I  became  a  father,  1  fathe 
five  children.  When  1  got  married  1  sta 
married.  Due  to  the  nature  of  my  job- 
test  50-plus  bikes  a  year  and  1  ride  th 
all— 1  don't  need  to  own  a  motorcycle.  5 
have  two  and  am  negotiating  for  a  thii 

Committed.  That's  the  word  1  wi 
committed. 

But  not  blindly  so.  The  mailboy  I 
never  seen  me  drive  a  car  but  that  doe 
mean  I  don't.  I  own  a  car  and  a  truck  ai 
see  nothing  wrong  with  that. 

1  may  not  be  up  to  speed  when  it  coi 
to  modem  motor  cars,  but  that  die 
mean  I  was  unaware  that  driving  an  ec 
omy  sedan  8(X)  miles  would  be  an  exer 
in  boredom.  I  expected  to  be  bored  , 
cramped  and  trapped  in  traffic  .  .  .  ar 
was. 

What  I  didn't  expect  was  loss  of  iden 
1  like  bikes.  1  think  bikes.  I  see  bi 
During  this  trip,  every  time  I  saw  a  i 
one,  restored  Indian  Scout  to  dressed 
maha  1 1  to  John  Player  Replica  Nor 
encased  in  the  car  as  I  was,  I  had  no  wa 
convey  my  appreciation.  I  saw  peo 
going  to  the  races  and  had  no  way  to  si 
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THINK  YOU  CAN 
DESIGN  A  BETTER 
MOIORCYCIE? 


Here's  your  chance  to  design 
Jream  machine.  And  win  a  new 
zuki  to  boot. 

Just  drop  by  your  Suzuki 
laler  and  pick  up  an  official 
try  form.  It  contains  contest 
les.  And  a  space  on  the  back  to 
istrate  your  styling  ideas. 


You  have  your  choice  of  three 
types  of  bikes  to  design:  (1)  Tour- 
ing Road  Bike  (2)  Sport  Streetbike 
(3)  Moped  Type. 

Entries  are  limited  to  ama- 
teurs only  No  professional  design- 
ers, artists  or  illustrators. 

Contest  ends  February  28, 
1980.  So  get  your  entry  form  now. 


AGE  17  OR  YOUNGER 

1  St  Prize:  Choice  of  DS- 1 25  or 

TS-125 
2nd  Prize:  DS-100 
3rd  thru  20th  Prizes: 

Suzuki  Team  Jackets 

AGE  18  OR  OLDER 

1  St  Prize:  Choice  of  any 
GS-450  model 
2nd  Prize:  TS-250 
3rd  Prize:  DS-100 
4th  thru  20th  Prizes: 

Suzuki  Team  Jackets 

Limit  one  prize  per  family.  All  entries  are  non- 
returnable  and  become  the  property  of 
U.S.  Suzuki  Motor  Corporation.  Contest  void 
in  Alaska.  Hawaii.  Canada  and  where  prohibited 
by  law. 


(V  NEW  SUZUKI  FOR 
YOUR  THOUGHTS. 


SUZUKI 


SUZUKI 


1980 


The  Performer. 


It's  10°  outside  .  .  .  Even 
getting  colder.  So  you  bundle 
up  in  layers  and  layers  of 
heavy  clothes.  First  with 
long  underwear  .  .  .  then  bulky, 
restrictive  thermalwear  on  top. 

Oh,  you  were  warm,  all  right. 
Like  in  a  Turkish  bath.  Because  you 
began  to  perspire  from  all  your  activ- 
ity. And  perspiring  in  that  mountain 
of  clothes  is  like  perspiring  in  a  plastic  bag!  The  perspiration  is  locked 
in.  So  there  you  are.  Wet  and  miserable. 

But  now,  at  last,  Damart  has  solved  the  problem.  Because  Damart 
invented  underwear  that  keeps  you  warm,  dry  and  comfortable  no 
matter  how  cold  it  is  or  how  long  you  stay  out.  Underwear  that's  soft 
and  light  so  you  can  move  easily.  Underwear  knitted  to  let  the  perspi- 
ration evaporate  through  so  you  always  stay  warm  and  dry  next  to 
your  skin. 

Damart  does  this  with  a  new  miracle  fabric — Thermolactyl.  No 
other  underwear  does  this!  You  can  wear  Damart  indoors  too,  and 
turn  your  thermostat  into  the  60's.  You'll  feel  perfectly  comfortable 
and  enjoy  dramatic  savings  in  home  heating  costs. 
Damart  will  be  supplying  The  1980  U.S.  Winter  Olympic  Team 
with  Thermolactyl  underwear!  Damart  is  so  comforta- 
ble that  the  Mt.  Everest  climbing  expedition  wears  it. 
So  does  the  Chicago  Bears  Football  Club,  New  Eng- 
land Patriots  and  Philadelphia  Eagles. 

Our  free  catalog  tells  the  full  Damart  Ther- 
molactyl story 'and  displays  the  whole  Damart 
line  for  men  and  women,  including  tall  sizes. 
Send  for  your  FREE  copy  now! 

THE  PROOF  IS  IN  THE  WEARING 


1 


SUPPLIER  1980  U.S. 
WINTER  OLYMPIC  TEAM 


Thermawear,  Inc. 
WHEN  IN  THE  BOSTON  AREA,  VISIT  OUR 
PORTSMOUTH,  N.H.  STORE.  (603)  431-4700 


THERE  IS  NO  WARMER  UNDERWEAR  MADE! 

Fill  out  and  send  to: 
DAMART,  INC.  Dept.  10569 
1811  Woodbury  Ave. 
Portsmouth,  N.H.  03805 

YES!  Rush  me  your  FREE  DAMART  Catalog  ...  I  want  to  enjoy  the  fantastic 
warmth  of  Thermolactyl  Underwear,  a  DAMART*  exclusive.  (I  understand  there 
is  no  obligation.) 


L PRINT  NAME 
ADDRESS 


STATE 


ZIP 


©  1979,  Oomort.  Inc 


I 
I 
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my  anticipation,  to  let  them  know  we 
on  the  same  wavelength.  I  was  in  fact 
embarrassed  to  be  riding  in  the  s 
while  everybody  else  was  out  there  or 
wheels,  having  a  better  time  than  1  wa 
rest  stops  I  dared  not  speak,  for  fei 
sounding  like  the  people  Henry  Ma 
always  meets,  the  ones  who  say  "Usta 
one  myself." 

How  could  I  say  I  ride?  If  I  ride, 
was  I  doing  conducting  a  mobile 
block,  a  mobile  road  block  that  rattlec 
a  connecting  rod  just  before  it  flings 
through  the  cases? 

Then  I  saw  one  of  my  heroes, 
heroines.  An  FLH80,  cream  and  tan 
dress.  It  was  Hazel  Kolb,  the  lady  who 
around  the  continental  U.S.  and  thei 
such  a  good  job  for  us  all  on  TV. 

I  wanted  to  say  hello. 

How?  How  could  I  let  her  know 
wild-eyed  man  in  the  noisy  car  was  oi 
us,  not  one  of  them? 

All  I  could  think  of  was  to  pull  my 
jacket  out  of  the  back  seat,  hold  the 
blem  up  against  the  window  and  hon 
horn. 

It  worked.  We  had  a  nice  chat  anc 
rumbled  away  on  her  Harley  to  the  a 
ration  of  all  who  looked  on. 

I  motored  away,  feeling  more  and  i 
like  a  man  who  wasn't  who  he  is. 

Finally  I  got  to  Monterey.  The  tov 
crowded  on  race  week  and  the  bes 
been  able  to  do  was  arrange  for  a  s 
firm  reservation,  in  somebody  else's  n 
By  all  rights  I  should  have  gone  direcl 
the  hotel  and  checked  in.  to  be  sur 
have  a  place  to  sleep. 

Instead,  I  went  to  the  track.  John  an 
were  already  there,  with  the  staff  ti 
used  to  haul  photo  gear  and  (by 
arrangement)  my  bike.  1  slid  to  a 
flung  open  the  van  doors  and  rolled 
Rooster  II  down  the  ramp.  With  the  a 
a  passerby,  Craig  Vetter  as  it  happen 
executed  a  deft  bump  start  and  b 
riding  around  the  pits. 

"You  really  like  that  thing,  huh?" 
Craig. 

Well,  sure. . 

But  more  to  the  point,  I  was  glad  I 
home. 
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Illustration  by  P.M.  M 


Jj-Q   5-Day  Delivery  Guaranteed 

R^UCIS  INU  ^^"'^  Christmas  Order  Today 


NYLON  M/X  PANTS 
Personalized  or  with 
Team  Name,  or  Plain 


RSONALIZED 
'X  TEAM 

LONS  $44.99 

vy  lullypadded  nylon 
Is.  Hi-Q  crafied 
tchqaid  fintsh  Washable 
r  team  name  down  both 
Is  legs,  and  up  to  10 
!is  of  your  choice  across 
back  (Use  special  lines  in 
Hon  I  No  COD'S  Choose 
:iNG  BLUE  with  RED  trim  01 
n  with  BLACK  trim 
IS  Child  24-26 
h  2S-3D-32-34-3S-38-40 
OIPYam    I05P  Hod 
a2P  Hon     I06P  Hin 
03P  Su     I07P  Bid 
04P  Kiw    lOSP  C-A 


RACING  BLUE  with  RED  trim,  or  COLO 
with  BLACK  irim  SPECIFY  Heavy  nylon 
pants  as  described  at  lell.  available 
plain  or  with  your  choice  of  up  to  10 
letters  across  back   (Use  special 
lines  in  coupon  ) 
Silti:  CkiM  24-26 
Adult  26-30-32-34-36-31-40 
AVAILABLE  THREE  WAVS: 

PLAIN  $29.99  pr.  No  lOO 

PERSONALIZED  - No  CODs 
$34.99  No  loOP 

Give  lettering  in  coupon 

M/X  Team  Pants  $31.99  pr. 

101  Vam  105  Hod 

t02  Hon  106  Hus 

103  Sui  107  Bui 

104  Kiw  106  C-A 


breakable  DOGLEG 

t/ER  ASSEMBLY  $9.99  pr. 

I  impact  yellow  plastic  Self 
tcdimq    Fiis  all  tiandlebars    No  46 


RUGGED  VINYL  AND  LEATHER  M/X  GLOVES 


No  36  $9.99 

Adjustable  Tough 
black  vinyl,  heavily 
padded  S  M  L  XL 


No  132  $8.99 

Eiiruded  rubber 
knuckle  and  thumb 
proleclion  S-M-L-XL 


No  37  $8.99 

Lonq  wearing  smooih 
brown  cowhide 
SM-L-XL 


Hi-Q  M/X  BOOTS  $69.99  pr. 

Black  top  gram  cowhide  boots  with  vivid  red 
and  btue  stripes  up  back    Smooih  vibram 
M/X  sole    Double  thick  toes  Heavily 
padded  ankles   Height  16"  Sizes  7  7';-8 

9  9'?  10  I0'7  11  11';  12 
No  9  Hi-Q  M/X  Boots 


i9 

EAM  TOOL  BAG  $4.99 

iitjh  simulated  leather  Team  design 
1PI  loop  tor  sale  mounting 


MULTIPLE  WRENCH 

Fits  V  to  13/16"  $6.99 
(9mm  to  20mm|No.131 


lOSSBAR  PAD  Team  Colors 
"-$2.49  12"-$2.99 

SPECIFY  SIZE 
Yam    C2  Hon    C3  Sut    04  Kaw 
I  Hod    C6  Hus    C7  Bui    C8  C-A 
CI 3    Plam  Black 

ICING  GOGGLES  $6.99  pr 

pair  $12.99     unbreakable  ven 
tilaled  ad|usiable 
3  interchangeable 
lenses  clear 
amber  and  green 
Fit  over  glasses 
No.  SS 


TEAM  CAP  $4.49 

Heavy  twill,  brilliant 
colors    One  si/c  fits  all 

21  Yam     23  Su; 

22  Hon    24  Kaw 

Guiranlied  gg 
UnbiaakaMe  '•♦•33 

RACING  FENDER 

4"  wide  Colors  Red.  While. 
Black.  Silver.  Yellow  No.  96 

f1979 

Hi-Q  Products.  Inc. 
Abbeville. 
Alabama  363)0 


M/X  TEAM  COLORS 
Heavy  14-o2.  Denim 

JZs  $19.99 


Cycle  name  in  bold  black 
letters  down  both  sides  of 
These  top  quality  denims 
Striping  in  team  colors   We  1 
make  these  stylish  highly 
protective  pants  with 
removable  hip  and  knee  pads 
Knee  pockets  will  accomodate 
cups   (No  75  pants  have  no 
cycle  name  I 

Sim:  Cliild  24-26 
Adult  28-30-32 
34-36  38-40 

No.  75  Red.  White  &  Blue.  No  Team  Name  $18.99 

PERSONALIZEO  14-02.  DENIM 
M/X  PANTS  $24.99 

Our  lop  quality  14  or  blue  deniins 
described  above   PERSONALIZED  fOR  YOU 
with  your  name  or  other  message  Up  lo  10 
letters  each  side  3  colortui  irim  styles  Use 
special  lines  m  coupon    No  COOs 
No  b6P  Gold  and  Black  Trim 
No  b7P  Red  and  White  Trim 
No  58P  Green  and  While  Trim 
Siiei:  Child  24-26 

Adult  26  30-32  34-36  38-40 

Vessel 
IMPACT  DRIVER 


\  yllriiiziiK 


TEAM  JERSEY  —  LONG  SLEEVES  $8.99 
1 00%  Ventilated  Nylon  In  Brilliant  Team  Colors 

Made  by  our  own  craftsmen  Cycle  name  on  chest  and  sleeves 
Siies:  Child  6-6.  10-12.  14-16     Adult  S-M-l-XL 
11  Yam    12  Hon    13  Sui     L4  Kaw 
LS  Hod    L6  Hui     L7  Bal    16  C-A 


PERSONALIZED  TEAM  JERSEY 
Ventilated  100%  Nylon 
Long  or  Short  Sleeves 

Your  name  or  other  message  across  back  ol 
Hi-Q  made  jersey  I  or  2  lines,  up  to  TO 
letters  per  line  Giant  numeral  0  lo  99  No 
CODs  Long  and  short  sleeves  Letter  in  coupon 

:iit<t:  Chilu  ii-8.  10-12.  14-16 

Adult  S-M-l-XL 

SHORT  SLEEVE  $10.99 

SIP  Yarn  S4P  Kaw  S7P  Bui 
S2P  Hon  S6P  Hod  S6P  C-A 
S3P  Su;     S6P  Has 


nil   $9.99  No  60 


M/X  TANK  COVER 
Team  Design  or  Plain 

Fits  snuijiv  10  dny  tank 

26  Yam  28  Sui 

27  Hon  29  Kaw  $3  gg 
30  Plain  Black 


■^UZUKI 


LONG  SLEEVE  $12.99 

L1PYa«  14P  Kaw  17P  Bui 
L2P  Hon  LSP  Hod  L6P  C-A 
L3P  Sai      L6P  Hus 


TEAM  JERSEY  -  SHORT  SLEEVES 

Our  own  great  ventilated  nylon  short  sleeve  lersey 
with  cycle  design  on  chest  Brilliant  team  colors 


Si>as:  Child  6-6.  10-12.  14-16 
Aduh  S-M-l-XL 


SI  Yam 
SS  Hod 


S2  Hon 
S6  Hus 


S3  Su2 
S7  Bui 


$6.99 

S4  Kaw 

S6  C-A 


TIT  AM 

Y*A.M 


Order  Toll  Free 
1-800-633-7564 


V 


PLAIN  NYLON  M/X  JERSEY  —  NO  TEAM  NAME 

May  Be  Custom  Lettered 

SHORT  SLEEVE 
$5.99  each    $8.99  each 

No  leneriag  Parsonaliiid 

No  90       White  No  90P 

No  91        Black  No  91P 

No  92       Red  No  92P 

No  93       Green  No  93P 

No  94       Gold  No  94P 


FENDER  FLAP 

$2.49 

With  mount 
mg  hardware 
No  109 


FACE  GUARD 

Fits  all  helmei:> 

$b.99 

160  White  161  Black 
152  Oraoge 


Top  quality  Hi-0  made  ventilated 
nylon  jersey,  long  or  short  sleeves 
Choose  plain  (no  letteringl  or 
PERSONALIZED  1 1  or  2  lines,  opto 
1 0  letters  per  line,  plus  1  or  2  giant 
numerals  )  No  CODs  on  personaliz- 
ed jerseys  Use  boies  in  coupon 
Siies:  Child  6-6.  10-12.  14-16 
Adult  S-M-L-Xl 


HEAVY  M/X  TEAM  SOCKS  $2.99 
2  pr.  $5.49  -  4  pr.  $9.99 

Tough  protective  socks  Cycle  name  and  trim  in 
vivid  team  colors  Dne  si;e  fits  all 
31  Yam    32  Hon    33  Sui    34  Kaw 

Quick  Release 
THROTTLE  SET  $4.99 


HEX  GRIPS  $2.99 

Comlortable,  look 
good    Fit  all 


pr. 


Super  fast 
action  Extra 
large  nylon  head 
Dummy  grip  in 
eluded   Fits  all 
bars    No.  25 


M/X  SOCKS 
S4.99  pr 

2  pr  /t949 

Heavy  socks, 
tine  quality 
Made  to  fold 
over  boot  (ops 
Chemically 

SUPPORT  BELT  ''"''/J' 
69.99  each        toot  odor 

Strong  blach  elastic  Q^^g  j.^^ 

Si/es  S  M  I  XL  No  6  {„, 


M/X  TEAM  CHEST  PROTECTOR  $9.99 


KIDNEY 


LONG  SLEEVE 
$7.99  each    $11.99  each 

No  Icttoring  Persenakied 

No  lb  While  No  ISP 
No  16  Black  No  ISP 
No  17  Red  No  UP 
No  18  Green 
No  19  Gold 

Vented 
DUCKBILL 
$2.99  each 

Fils  alt  helmets 
No  4B  Black 
No  49  Yellow 
No  50  White 


In  bright  team  colors 

61  Yam    61  Hod 

62  Hon    62  Hu> 

63  Sui  63  BH 
54  Kaw    64  C-A 


No  116  Gold 
No  1 U  Red 
No  118  Green 


MOUTH ^. 
GUARD  ^*  *9 

No  IIS 


J  Lettering 
I  Here  lot 

IOENIM 
or  NYLON 
I  PANTS 


Hi-Q 


QUAN 


Guaranteed  Unbreakable 
LEVER  ASSEMBLY  $8.99 

Brake  and  clutch  levers  mount  lo  any 
handlebars  without  removing  grips  No  35 


p.  0.  Box  455  -  W12 
Abbeville,  Alabama  36310 
PROOUCTSINC  Toll-Free  1-800-633-7564 

*  S  DAY  OELIVEfly  GUARANTEED  or  your  money  back  11  you 
pay  by  Cash.  M  0  or  Credit  Card  Checks  take  2  weeks  to 
clear  our  bank   Allow  extra  week  for  oersonaliied  items 

*  All  orders  large  or  small    pay  only  SI  00  lor  delivery 

*  All  Hi-0  merchandise  is  lully  guaranteed  againest  detects 
in  material  and  workmanship 

  Print  Leilering  Here  lor  PERSONALIZEO  JERSEY 

10  lellers 
maximum 
each  line 


NO 


DESCRIPTION 


■w 


Numeral 


Add  SI  00  Shipping 
COD  Orders,  add  S3  00  Shipping 


PRICE 


Address 
City  _ 


.Zip 


In  a  RUSH?  Ask  about  our^**^ 
Special  48-Hour  Delivery? 

lJ  Cash  (nciosed 

n  Ship  coo.  I  enclose  S3  deposit 

□  MO      n  MasierCharge  E«p 

□  Check    a  VISA  iBankAmericardl  _ 
Card 

No  


Oite 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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SOME  KIND  WORDS 

Thanks  for  the  Sherpa  T  test  in  the  July 
issue.  It's  nice  to  know  there's  a  magazine 
that  hasn't  forgotten  about  us  trials  riders. 

Also,  the  pictures  were  excellent.  Goes 
to  show  you  that  a  trials  bike  in  the  hands 
of  a  good  rider  can  be  every  bit  as  exciting, 
challenging  and  rewarding  as  a  race  across 
Baja  or  bustin'  berms  alongside  Bob 
Hannah. 

Maybe  the  American  trials  boom  didn't 
come  off  like  the  Japanese  manufacturers 
hoped,  but  the  sport  is  still  alive  and  well. 
With  the  help  of  magazines  like  yours 
perhaps  more  people  will  be  introduced  to 
this  great  form  of  motorcycling. 

Jay  E.  Martin 
Leechburg,  Pa. 

WHO'S  THE  CHAMP? 

First.  I  would  like  to  compliment  you  on 
the  Yoshimura  road  race  article  (May. 
1979)  and  the  Vance  and  Hines  drag  race 
article  (Aug.  1979).  They  were  both 
excellent. 

However,  I  would  like  to  point  out  a  few 
discrepancies  on  page  53  of  Cycle  World's 
August  issue  (paragraphs  one  and  two) 


about  who  the  record  holder  and  1976 
champion  was- Bob  Carpenter  or  Terry 
Vance. 

Paragraph  one:  You  stated  that  Vance 
went  on  to  take  the  pro  stock  champion- 
ship for  the  year  setting  the  record  at  9.74 
sec.  at  137.19  mph.  Where  in  fact.  Bob 
Carpenter  went  on  to  take  the  champion- 
ship for  that  year  and  also  held  the  mile 
per  hour  record  at  139.96.  Vance  held  only 
the  E.T.  record. 

Paragraph  two:  You  stated  that  Vance 
and  Hines  switched  to  Kawasaki,  setting  a 
1976  record  at  9.66  sec.  at  139.90  mph. 
Where  in  fact.  Carpenter  held  the  record  in 
I  DBA  at  9.50  sec.  and  AM  DRA  at  9.5 1  sec. 
Vance  and  Hines  held  only  the  speed 
record  for  that  year. 

Although  these  differences  may  seem 
trivial,  to  someone  like  Bob  who  has  spent 
most  of  his  adult  life  and  devoted  so  much 
of  his  time,  energy  and  money  trying  to 
achieve  these  goals,  it  is  very  important. 
Dennis  McCabe 
CM  Performance  Products 

Carpenter  held  the  1975  championship  in 
the  now-defunct  A  MORA.  Vance  and 
Hines  did  switch  to  Kawasaki  and  set  a  new 
I  DBA  record  in  1976.  Carpenter  broke  that 


record  later  in  the  season,  but  Vance  won 
IDBA  championship. 

THE  BEST  PEOPLE 

Thanks  for  printing  my  letter  (Ma 
1979).  As  the  result  my  bike  has 
identified  and  dated. 

Thanks  to  all  the  people  who  wrote  i 
called.  I  may  not  get  back  to  all  of  you 
don't  think  I  don't  appreciate  it  becau 
do.  very  much.  To  the  man  in  Bostor 
was  nice  talking  to  you  but  I  forgot  y 
name. 

All  the  help  I've  gotten  proves  that  bi 
people  are  the  best  people. 

Anybody  know  where  I  can  find  a  12 
7  HRD  model  90  frame? 

Tony  Weeks 
RO.  Box  93 
Sheridon,  Ore.  97 

LOVERS'  QUARREL 

My  boyfriend  has  a  Laverda  Jota.  I 
bikes,  but  he  is  a  real  cafe  freak  and  in; 
that  it  is  "incorrect"  for  the  passenge 
hang  onto  the  driver.  Since  the  Jota  doe 
have  a  handle,  that  leaves  me  nothinj 
continued  on  pagi 


THE  CHAIN  LUBE  THAT  WONT 
SNEAK  UP  BEHIND  YOU... 


KAL-GARD  CHAIN  KOTE 


if  you've  had  problems  with  chain  lubes  that  act  more 
like  sv/eater  lubes,  tire  iubes  or  saddlebag  lubes, 
Kal-Gard  has  the  answer- CHAIN  KOTE.  It's  a  moly  chain 
lube  that  stays  where  you  put  it. ..on  your  chain.  Just 
spray  it  on,  wait  a  few  minutes  and  drive  away.  No 
mess. ..no  hassie.  And  unlike  some  lubes  that  only 
promise  long  lasting  protection,  CHAIN  KOTE  will  be 
on  your  chain  long  after 
other  lubes  are  on  your  back,  if  . 
Safe  for  o-ring  chains,  too! 

See  your  dealer  today,  or   ^  ii 

contact:  |i 


KaiGaRD 


16616  SCHOENBORN  SI  •  SEPULVEDA,  CA  91343  •  (213)  892-8674 


KAL  GARD  PRODUCTS 
ARE  AVAILABLE 
FROM  THE  FOLLOWING 
FINE  DISTRIBUTORS: 


WiBCO 

218  Moln  SI. 
Venice,  M  90291 
213-399-7724 
BIIIAN  OISTRIBUTINO 
825  N.  lake  SI. 
Burbank,  CA  91502 
213-8'13-8641 
SPORTS  TRACK 
12775  Foothill  Blvd. 
Sylmor,  CA  91342 
213-361-5955 
BECK  ARNLEY 
3130  E.  Morio  St. 
Complon,  CA  90221 
213-637-9210 
BECK  ARNLEY 
7421  N  E  Beecn  St 
Portland,  OR  97213 
503  288-6948 

MT.  VIEW  DISTRIBUTINB  CO. 

2570  Legnorn  St. 

Ml  View.  CA  94043 

415-969-1682 

BRYSON  BAKER 

2189  Old  Middiefield  Rd. 

Ml.  view.  CA  94043 

415-969-1267 

HAP  JONES 

1040  Rock  Ave. 

Son  Jose,  CA  96131 

408-263-1918 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SALES  ASSOC. 

1301  John  Reed  CI. 

City  01  Indusliy.  CA  91745 

213-961-8894 

ALEX  CYCLE  SUPPLY 

13053  Rosecions 

Norwolk,  CA  90650 

213-921-4328 

YOUNGS  DISTRIBUnNS 

1401  E.  Comelback  Rd. 

Phoenix,  AZ  85014 

602-277-5401 

B-S  DISTRIBUTIHO,  INC. 

1180  S  Kolomolh 

Denver.  CO  80223 

303  722  3348 

ENOMANN  DISTRIBUTING  CO, 

951  Ooklon  St 

Elkgrove.  IL  60007 

312-593-0770 


FOX  DISTRIBUTORS  ARIZONA 

136  W  Vltglnlo 
Phoenll.  AZ  85001 
602-272-6661 
ACTION  ASSOCIATES 

3302  H.  27th  Ave, 
Phoenix,  AZ  85017 
602-263-1181 

snvi  scon  m/c 

PO.  Box  1043 

710  So  Pork  St. 

Woodlond  Pork.  CO  80863 

303-687-3376 

FOX  DISTRIBUTORS.  INC. 

PQ.  Box  5903 

Arlington,  TX  76011 

817-469-9555 

800-433-2626 

DRAS  SPfOAlTHS 

5401  Smetono  Or 

MInnetonko,  MN  55343 

612-935-1000 

JENCO,  INC. 

198  Bayshore 

NIcevllle,  FL  32578 

904-678-2736 

YOSHIMURA  EAST 

264  Morsholl  Hill  Rd 

West  Mlllord.  NJ 

201-728-1770 

FOX  DISTRIBUTORS,  INC. 

6899  Peach  Tee  Ind.  Blvd. 

Norcross,  GA  30071 

404-447-9113 

YOSHIMURA  NORTHWEST 

144  Yole  Rd.  Eost 

Chllllwock.  B.C.  V2P  2P3 

792-3455 

FUILHOUSE 

1611  Alum  Creek  Dr 
Columbus,  OH  43209 
614  224  0411 
FUILHOUSE 
1011  Cedar  Ave. 
Cotydon,  PA  19020 
216-693  6500 
RACER'S  SUPPLY 
6959  Van  Nuys  Blvd. 
Von  Nuys.  CA  91405 
213-781  6386 
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THE  HONDA  XR  SERIES. 

A  WHOLE  NEW  WAY 
TO  LOOK  AT  ENDUROS. 


OUT  HERE,  A  HWDA  4-STROKE 
LOOKS  TWKEAS  GOOD. 


Right  now,  this  looks  just  like  your  typical 
horrendous  enduro  course. 

A  big  long  loop  of  ruts,  rocks,  roots,  rivers,  and 
just  plain  rough  stuff.  All  designed  to  make  you 
feel  like  selling  yourself  and  your  bike  for  parts. 

But  you  know,  this  course  would  look  a  lot 
different  if  you  could  get  your  hands  on  a  4-stroke 
that  really  worked.  Well,  now  you  can. 

The  XR500,  XR250,  and  XR200.  Each  one  of 


them  gives  you  the  tremendous  powerband  of  a 
4-stroke  single.  But  since  they're  a  lot  lighter 

than  you'd  expect,  they 
give  you  the  kind  of  ha 
dling  you  need  to  get 
serious  out  here. 

And  that  means  that 
from  now  on,  no  endur 
course  will  ever  look 
the  same. 


rURMS. 

You're  probably  used  to  blasting  around 
every  turn  with  a  huge  powerslide.  It's  a  lot  of 
fun,  but  in  a  hundred-mile  enduro,  it  gets  kind 
of  tiring.  That's  one  more  reason  why  you'll 
appreciate  an  XR.  Because,  with  the  grip  it  gets 
from  those  exclusive  claw-action  tires,  and  the 
front-end  geometry  of  this  thing,  you  can  square 
off  the  turns  just  by  steering  instead  of  sliding. 
And  get  yourself  through  every  bit  as  fast,  too. 

MKXS. 

Sooner  or  later,  you're  going  to  spot  a  big, 
unfriendly  patch  of  rocks.  So  just  back  off 
the  throttle  a  notch  and  watch  the  way  the 
whole  bike  goes  to  work  for  you.  Between  the 
4-stroke  torque,  the  light  weight,  and  the  long- 
travel  suspension,  you  just  about  dance  your 
way  through  here.  And  when  you're  picking 
your  way  through  all  these  rocks,  that  folding- 
tip  gearshift  lever  and  brake  pedal  are  worth 
their  weight  in  unobtainium. 


rmsum. 

Right  here,  you  can  start  to  rethink  your  whole 
riding  strategy.  Most  guys  tend  to  hold  back  a  little 
here  because  they'll  need  every  ounce  of  energy  to 
finish  the  last  loop.  But  since  you've  got  that  nice 
wide  4-stroke  powerband,  you  can  afford  to  set 
your  pace  a  little  hotter  right  from  the  start. 


WHOOP^DE-DOOS. 

Here's  a  very  advanced  theory  for  you.  Just  turn  it  oni 
and  go.  That  big  23-inch  front  wheel  on  the  XR500  and 
XR250  can't  drop  down  as  far  into  every  groove  as  a  sn 
one,  and  the  torque  keeps  your  whole  front  end  nice  an 
light.  So  you  can  just  power  right  along  and  kiss  the  top 
every  other  whoop-de-doo  with  your  front  wheel  and  re? 
make  some  time. 


umus. 

s  is  where  the  sadists  who  design  these  courses  really  let 
imagination  run  wild.  Somehow,  they  always  manage  to  find 
astrophe  of  an  uphill  with  a  long,  slippery  section  about  % 
)  way  up.  Right  before  the  big  roots  of  that  fallen  tree  that 
lying  across  the  trail. 

d  if  just  trying  to  keep  your  bike  on  the  powerband 
up  too  much  of  your  attention,  you  can  tend  to 
certain  nuances  of  the  trail.  Like  that  rut  and 
roots  up  there.  But  when  you're  on  a 
)ke  XR,  you  can  take  your  powerband 
'  much  for  granted,  and  concentrate 
on  higher  things.  Like  those  roots. 
;t,  it's  almost  like  being  able  to 
your  way  up  the  hill. 


RUTS, 

s  hot  trick  here  is  to  get  your 
end  perpendicular  to  these  foot- 
monsters  and  zig-zag  your  way  across, 
rtunately,  that's  not  always  as  easy  as  it  ^v^V 
ds.  But  when  you've  got  that  big  23-inch  front' 
I  and  all  that  torque  working  for  you,  things  ste 
ik  a  lot  less  complicated.  In  fact,  the  only  w 
ould  make  these  look  any  easier  would  be 
3  ton  of  landfill.  - 


CROSSINGS* 

This  is  where  a  lot  of  guys  make  their  big  mistake 
^gf  the  day.  Since  they  have  to  get  across  without 
'TOgging  it,  they'll  go  blasting  down  the  bank  wide 
open  in  third.  Just  one  big  undenwater  rock  or  tree 
branch  is  all  it  takes  to  make  that  motorcycle  act  just 
like  a  diving  board.  So  unless  you  feel  like  taking  a 
dip,  slow  down  a  little.  You've  got  all  the  torque  you 
need  to  just  cruise  across.  You  don't  even  have  to 
worry  about  getting  the  points  wet.  Because 
all  three  of  these  big  XRs  have  a  hot-spark- 
^.  ing  CD  ignition  instead. 


CHECKPOMIS. 

The  standard  approach  here  is  to  steam  in  full  bore,  lock 
up  both  wheels  at  the  last  second,  find  out  just  how  late 
you  are,  and  blast  back  out  trying  to  catch  up. 

But  if  you're  on  one  of  these,  and  you've  taken  all  the  advice 
here,  you  might  want  to  pack  a  sandwich  in  your  tool  bag. 

Because  when  you're  running  a  couple  minutes  ahead  of 
time,  somewhere  right  in  front  of  your  typical  checkpoint,  you 
just  might  find  a  nice  place  to  sit  down  and  have  some  lunch. 


THE  4'STROKE  XR  Em 

SUPERBIKES  FOR 


If  there's  one  thing  every  good  enduro  rider 
loves,  it's  the  chance  to  take  unfair  advantage  of 
the  other  guy. 

To  have  a  machine  so  hot  that  all  those  poor 
bozos  out  there  are  sure  you've  found  some 
kind  of  shortcut. 

Well,  now  you  can  have  that  hyper-trick 
secret  weapon. 

A  4-stroke  Honda  XR  enduro  machine. 

An  XR500,  XR250,  or  XR200. 

Of  course  it's  unfair.  But  even  better  than 
that,  it's  perfectly  legal,  too. 

And  just  look  what  you've  got.  A  powerhouse 
4-stroke  single  with  all  kinds  of  low-end 
torque  and  mid-range  punch.  And  more  top- 
end  muscle  than  you're  likely  to  ever  need  in 
your  typical  enduro. 

On  the  XR500  and  XR250,  you've  got  four 
valves  to  the  cylinder  and  Pentroof™combus- 
tion  chambers.  And  engine  counter-balancers 
that  keep  the  vibration  level  of  these  torque- 
pumping  singles  way  down  low.  So  you  can  ride 
a  lot  longer  before  you  start  getting  tired. 


And  on  all  three  of  the  big  XRs,  the  engine 
is  a  stressed  component  of  the  diamond- 
configuration  frame.  Which  helps  keep  the 
weight  down.  That's  one  reason  why  they  han- 
dle like  they  do.  Of  course,  the  suspension 
doesn't  hurt,  either.  Up  front,  you've  got 
leading-axle  forks  with  8.5  inches  of  travel  or 
more.  In  back,  lay-down,  inverted,  gas-charge 
shocks  that  give  you  7.5  or  more  inches  of  rea 
wheel  travel. 

On  the  XR500  and  XR250,  there's  a  23-incl 
front  wheel  that  floats  over  bumps,  tracks 
straighter,  and  stops  shorter.  And  on  all  three 
big  XRs,  you've  got  Honda's  exclusive  self- 


ALWAYS  WEAR  A  HELMET  AND  EYE  PROTECTION.  Specifications  and  availability  subject  to  change  without  notice. 

Designed  for  off-road,  operator  use  only.  ©  1979  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.  For  a  free  brochure, 

see  your  Honda  Dealer  or  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  inc..  Dept.  21295,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247. 


MACHINES. 


earning,  claw-action  tires  that  actually  grab 
to  the  dirt  and  hang  on  for  lots  more  traction. 
You've  got  all  the  neat  little  touches,  too.  Like 
folding-tip  gearshift  lever  and  brake  pedal.  A 
ide-sweep  speedometer.  A  tripmeter  with  big 
jmbers  you  can  reset  with  your  gloves  on. 
tool  bag  that's  easy  to  get  to.  A  trick  combi- 


nation wrench.  A  25-watt  headlight.  And  a 
USDA-approved  spark  arrester. 

So  put  it  all  together.  That  tremendous  four- 
stroke  powerband.The  light  weight.  The  han- 
dling. All  those  neat  little  enduro  touches. 

And  look  what  you've  got  at  long  last.  Your 
very  own  superbike  for  the  dirt. 

And  that  one  secret  weapon  that's  going  to 
leave  those  other  poor  guys  lost  in  the  woods. 

HONDA 

FOLLOW  THE  LEADER. 


CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-854-3110 

In  California,  call  1-800-432-7433, 
Same  day  shipping  on  most  phone  orders 
charged  to  BankAmericardA/lsa.  Master  Charge 
or  American  Express  credit  cards.  Catalogs 
sent  FREE  with  all  orders.  


Fantastic 
Savings 

UP  TO  35%  ON  FAMOUS  BRAND 

TIRES&ACCESSORIES 

FOR  TOURING.  STREET  &  OFF-ROAD 


EAGLE  GT II  GTIIRIB 

Low  profile,  street/touring,  tube- 
type  tire  with  bead-to-rim  safety 
feature.  In  black  wall  only. 
5  10-17  S54.RI       Ribbed  tront 
4  00-18  47.75        3.50-19  40.49 
4  50-18  S0.82 

GOODYEAR  TUBES  all  sizes:  S7.89  n. 
Eagle  HST,  AH'.  M/X II  also  available 
—  call  tor  prices  and  sizes. 


RB2  K112 
Ttte  best  high-performance  and 
high-mileage  tire  combination. 
450H-17  K112  S50.49  325H-19 
400H-18  K112  47.65        RB2  front 
510/9aH-18   K112  49.73  39.89 
Also  available  tubeless  —  call  tor  sizes  not 
listed. 

CONTINENTAL  TUBES 

—  all  sizes:  $8.96  m. 


C-701 

Low  profile,  high  mileage  street/- 
touring  tire  —  excellent  quality  at 
lowest  prices. 

510/85H-17  135.65  460/e5H-18  31.80 
410/85H-18  31.36  360/85S-19  19.78 
CHENG  SHIN  TUBES  —  special  with 
tire  purchase  —  t4.2S  n. 
Michelin  M4S,  Dunlop  K81,  K81  MK II.  K91 
MK  II  street  and  K190  knobby  tires  also 
available  -  call  for  Drices  and  sizes 


GUAIUNTEE;  All  merchandise  Is  first  quality.  NO  seconds.  NO  blems.  Tire  prices 
include  Fed  Exc  Tax.  If  you  compare  prices,  be  sure  freight,  FET  and  sales  tax 
are  included  in  total  price  Quoted.  Prices  in  previous  ads  no  longer  valid. 
(O  Phantom  Rider  1979/1960 


For  increased  gas  mileage,  up  to 
20%  power  increase. 

Hon  CBX  78-79,  6  into  1,  chrome  (Racer  I)  tZSS.OO 

Hon  CB750  69-76. 4  into  1,  Chrome  (Hooker)   117.75 

Kaw  K2900/1000.  all.  4  into  1,  chrome  (Kerker)  169.95 

Suz  GS750/850,  thru  79,  4  into  2,  chrome  (Jardine)  159.60 

Yam  RD350/400.  thru  78.  twin,  black  (Bassani)  136.00 

Partial  listing  only.  If  yoUr  bike  is  not  listed, 
call  or  write  for  application  and  price. 


w*  f       Rebuildable  i 


ALL  SNELL  75  -  AMA  approved  (except  fi-T) 

MOJO  III,  whi.  yel,  red,  6>i  thru  7^i   178,95 

STAR  II,  whi,  yel.  bik.  6".  thru  7".   76.95 

STAR  120.  whi.  bik,  6'»  thru  7?*  07.50 

MAGNUM  11,  whi,  yel.  sil,  6':  thru  7'4  6Z.S0 

R-T,  whi,  bik,  red.  blu.  S't  thru  7^4  4aso 

HELMET  ACCESSORIES 

SCOTT  GOGGLES,  No  59  v»/Lexan  scratch-resistant 

clear  lens,  yellow  or  red  frame  11.95 

SCOTT  GOGGLES.  No.  S3,  clear  lens,  white,  blue 

or  orange  frame  9.95 

SCOTT  FACEGUAROS,  attaches  directly  to  IH  Scott  goggles. 

in  colors:  whi,  blue,  red.  yel,  or  orange   5.49 

THROAT  COAT,  keeps  throat  and  neck  warm,  attaches  to  all  full- 
face  and  full-coverage  helmets.  In  black  nylon  10.69 

HELMET  STRAP  QUICK-RELEASE,  replaces  'O"  ring  2.49 

STAR  II  FLIP  SHIELD,  Clear  or  smoke.  3  for  7.69 


Rebuildable  street  and  MX  shocks  In 
11^".  12'4  ',  13",  13'?"  eye-to-eye  lengths.  144.00/pr. 
Springs:   single  rate  SIS.OS/^.  progressive  (dual)  rate 
S1S.9S/rr.  chrome  springs,  all  124.95/fr. 


Unbelievably  comfortable  and  light  (only 
In  genuine,  black  leather  with  inside  covered 
—  so  dressy  looking  you  can  wear  them 
work'  13'  <  '  tall.  V  hard  wearing  rubber 
sole  w/steel  shank.  Lined  foot  area.  Scuff 
pads  on  toe  caps.  D-width.  Full 
sizes  6  thru  13  154.95/pr. 


/  Ibs/pr). 
red  zipper  ^^^B 


WRITE  OR  CALL  FOR  FREE  80-PAGE 
CATALOG  rioi 


WITH  SAVINGS 
UP  TO  75%  ON 

•  Lester  mag  wheels  _-^CI 

•  LKkhart  oil  coolers  ♦ 

•  S&W  air  shocks  ' 

•  Amco  luggage  racks 

•  Hi-Point  boots 

•  Scott  boots. 
Cafe  &  MX  equipment 
KSN  air  filters*  Fairings 
Leather  jackets  &  suits 
Gloves*  and  much, 
much  more. 


AfHiviHS'Unnr 


CALL  TOLL  'Ml 


SHIPPING  CHARGES 


Use  coupon  below  or  postcard  to  request  your  free  copy  of  our 
catalog.  All  catalogs  sent  bulk  mail  —  allow  4-5  weeks  for 
delivery  Canadian  and  foreign  catalog  requests  —  send  US  $2 
for  airmail  postage. 


must  be  added  to  all  prices. 
Minimum  order 
is  $10  OO. 


Wwt  If  MM- 
RMkItt  West 

2.45  3.IS 
3.35  4.75 
2.65  3.65 
4.50  6.25 
2.25  3.15 
1.75  2.35 
1.2S  1.65 
AK.  HI,  PR,  CZ.  APO/FPO  customers,  use 
3rd  col.  Freight  rates  to  Canada  —  add  $3 
to  amounts  shown  in  3rd  col.  All  orders 
stripped  fully  insured.  COD  orders  require  a 
25%  deposit  No  CODs  to  APO/FPO  or 
Canada  addresses 


Front  tires 

Rear  tires 

Shocks/springs 

Exhausts 

Boots 

Helmets 

All  others 


Ent  II 
Mia. 

3.85 
5.75 
4.25 
7.95 
3.65 
3.00 
2.25 


ri 


PHANTOM  MDER*  3001  REDHILL  AVE..  BIN  201 ,  COST*  ME».  CA  92626 


Size 

Total 

"  1 

i  enclose 


BMo  Ordcf  □Cen  Chech  QPers  Chech  (allow  3  wks 
25S  depovl  -  will  pay  balance  plus  treighl  COO 
Charge  to  QVisa/BankAm  nM/Charge  QAm  Expfess 
Q  Please  setid  me  your  FREE  catalog 
AcccMjni  No 


Add  shipping  charges 

10  Clear)    Calif  res  add 
6*^  sales  tan 

TOTAL 


Exp  dale  . 


Bike  yea;  make,  model  - 

Name  

Address   


City/Slate/Zip  

Vouf  phone  no  (day  time!  ( 


callTOLL-FREE  1-800-854-311 0 


continued  from  page  10 
hang  on  to.  He  says  a  good  rider  should  u 
legs  only,  but  I  don't  know  if  I'll  live  loi 
enough  to  become  one  at  this  rate.  I  was  £ 
excited  when  he  got  the  bike  but  this 
making  riding  with  him  a  real  nightmai 

I  tell  him  he's  been  riding  too  long  wi 
guys  on  the  back,  and  he's  missing  tl 
whole  point  of  having  a  bike.  So  whose  g 
the  problem,  him  or  me? 

Cynthia  Bloo 
Santa  Fe.  N.N 

Half  the  fun  of  a  fast  bike  is  that  it  mak 
girls  hold  on  tight.  You'll  only  be  able  \ 
safely  hold  on  solely  with  your  legs  if  yoi 
boyfriend  never  gasses  it. 

Sporting  two-up  riding  works  best  wht 
the  passenger  has  her  (or  his)  weight  firm 
braced,  so  the  rider  only  needs  to  balance  ti 
bike  and  doesn't  have  to  guard  again 
weight  shifting  at  the  wrong  time. 

RACE  WATCH  I 

Please  note  a  correction  to  the  Rai 
Watch  article  about  the  AFM  "On  Ar 
Sunday  H"  six-hour  endurance  race  in  tl 
August  issue. 

The  motorcycle  ridden  by  Kevin  Stal 
ford  and  Steve  Sowden  to  fifth  place  ove! 
all  was  owned  and  prepared  by  myself  | 
am  an  independent  mechanic  specializir 
in  the  modification  of  Kawasaki  900s  an 
1000s. 

The  motorcycle  was  based  on  a  19'] 
KZ900.  It's  displacement  was  987cc. 

Tom  Morgan 
San  Diego,  Cal 

DEFINITELY  THE  BEST 

Just  brousing  through  your  Septemb 
issue,  glad  to  see  you  testing  the  small 
bikes  (Suzuki  GS425).  I've  always  be< 
partial  to  these  bikes  (Honda  CB400 
63,250  miles;  CB450,  36.012  miles  so  fa 

English  riding  suits  are  definitely  tl 
best.  I  still  own  a  vintage  1 97 1  Belsti 
Trailmaster  500XL  suit  that  is  now  abo 
80  percent  waterproof.  The  lining  has  gc 
ten  frayed.  The  snaps  and  zippers  wo 
good. 

Heavy  rain  will  bring  seepage  at  tl 
knees  and  elbows  after  a  half-hour.  Tl 
early  style  pants  lock  the  snap  at  the  wai: 
Cost  in  1971  in  Germany  was  425  DM 
DM  =  $1)  so  costs  are  not  up  that  much 

The  Parilla  story  brings  me  back 
1964-65  and  the  Parilla  was  the  hot  set-u 
Beautiful  motorcycle. 

Alan  R.  Stanli 
Hemet.  Calif 
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illustration  by  P.M.  McKei 


BROWN'S 
PLATING  SERVICE. 

ROUTE  5,  BOX  534    PADUCAH,  KY.  42001    502-554-1 146 

Who  sends  their  plating  work  to  Brown's? 

Individuals,  Dealers,  &  Custom  Shops  FROM 
ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD! 


Wc  plate  Motorcycle  parts  ONLY 

CHROME  &  24  KARAT  GOLD    All  work  guaranteed 

Please  give  make  of  cycle  when 
calling  or  writing  for  FREE  pricp 


Rr  inform^^tion 


BROWNE 


Copyrighted  materii 


Tension  activated  locking  mechan- 
ism with  spring-loaded  cam  release 
steel-frame  buckle  provides  quick  re- 
lease with  a  thumb  push. 

The  CINCHER  incorporates  all  our  usual 
high  quality  features  with  ease  of  opera- 
tion and  compactness.  Won't  interfere 
with  clutch  or  brake  cables.  Ideal  for 
van,  truck,  or  trailer.  When  your  bike  is 
CINCHER  secured  .  .  .  it  doesn't  move 
until  you  want  it  to! 


Two  %"  diameter  heavy  duty,  steel  hooks 
set  at  90°  to  the  belt  to  eliminate  strap 
twist.  One  zinc-coated  hook,  one  electro- 
statically vinyl-coated  hook  for  scratch 
proof,  non-slip  tie  down. 

Webbing  is  one-inch  wide,  4000  lb.  test 
nylon  six  feet  long,  with  high  tensile 
strength  double  stitching.  Available  in 
Royal  Red  or  Bright  Blue  at  $12.95/pr.  or 
in  the  popular  Red/White/Blue  combo 
in  2000  lb.  test  polywebbing  for  $11.95/pr. 


CIRCLE 

INDUSTRIES 


17901  ARENTH  AVE.  /DEPT.CW 
CITY  OF  INDUSTRY,  OA.  91748 
PHONE  (213)  965-1622 

Send  $1.00  with  your  name  and 
address  for  our  catalog  of  chains, 
sprockets,  and  otfier  accessories. 

ce  1979  CIRCLE  INDUSTRIES  No.  2-100 


GUZZI  DELIGHT 

As  an  older  Guzzi  rider  (the  Guzzi  a 
1969  and  me  a  1932  model),  I  was  de- 
lighted to  see  the  editorial  and  Roundup 
sections  of  your  magazine  reminding  our 
people  that  motorcycling  isn't  like  it  used 
to  be  and  won't  ever  be  that  way  again.  The 
editorial  on  the  vintage  racing  hit  an  old 
soft  spot  for  me.  Keep  it  up. 

After  reading  "Another  Law"  and 
"High  Priority"  in  the  Roundup  section,  1 
came  away  a  bit  sad  and  disgusted  with 
those  who  make  up  our  federal  govern- 
ment. It  would  seem  that  they've  forgotten 
that  safety,  like  religion,  just  can't  be  force- 
fed  effectively.  The  people  just  spit  it  out 
when  they  are  out  of  sight  of  the  person 
administering  it.  I  wish  Calamity  Clay- 
brook  and  her  NHTSA  circus  would 
smarten  up  and  realize  that  if  they  haven't 
been  able  to  reduce  motorcycling  acci- 
dents and  fatalities  with  the  nearly  15 
years  they've  had  to  work  on  it,  there's  a 
strong  indication  that  they've  blown  the 
whole  mess  and  it's  time  for  them  to  let  the 
motorcycling  organizations  do  something 
about  it.  After  all,  at  least  the  motorcyclists 
have  the  expertise  and  the  will  to  do  some- 
thing realistic  about  motorcycling  safety, 
their  motive's  the  best  there  is— their  lives! 

As  a  parting  thought.  I'd  like  to  recom- 
mend that  those  really  interested  in  motor- 
cycles and  motorcycling  start  getting 
involved  in  one  or  more  of  the  motorcy- 
cling organizations  that  are  trying  to  keep 
the  bureaucrats  out  of  our  personal  lives 
and  our  machines,  and  then  get  personally 
involved  in  what  that  organization  is  trying 
to  do  for  the  nation's  motorcyclists. 

Lee  Van  Hoesen  Jr. 
Weaver,  Ala. 

COIN'S  OTHER  SIDE 

After  reading  your  Up  Front  column  in 
July,  I  thought  that  you  might  like  to  hear 
about  the  other  side  of  the  coin. 

During  a  motorcycle  trip  from  Germany 
through  the  Swiss  Alps  and  the  south  of 
France  to  Spain,  my  wife  and  I  spent  most 
nights  in  modest  pensions.  However,  we 
planned  our  trip  so  that  we  could  splurge 
at  three  of  France's  finest  hotels.  Our  treat- 
ment there  would  serve  as  a  good  example 
to  the  management  of  the  hotel  you 
visited. 

For  example,  we  rode  up  to  the  Jules 
Cesar  Hotel  in  Aries,  road-dusty  and  es- 
pecially grimey  after  a  maintenance  prob- 
lem. The  staff  demonstrated  why  this  hotel 
has  its  five  stars.  They  treated  us  as  though 
we  had  just  stepped  out  of  a  chauffeured 
Mercedes  limo. 

Somehow  Europeans  seem  to  have  a 
much  more  mature  and  enlightened  atti- 
tude toward  bikers. 

Richard  W.  Selph 
Austria  bb 
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STICK-m  UP 

1S14  Catollna  Court,  D«pt. 
Llvarmor*.  CA  94SS0 


COMPLETE  $219.95 


>  Mounting  Bracket 

>  All  Fiberglass 

•  Windsfiield 

•  Running  Lights 

•  Turn  Signals 

•  Pocket  Covers 
w/Poucfi 


•  Pocket  Liner 

•  Lighter  ' 

•  Black,  White,  Silver 

•  Polyurethane  Paint 

•  Decals 

•  9-pin  Wiring  | 
Harness 


Optional.  Same  windshields  as  belowi  lor  Lea 
Starr,  same  price 


REPLACEMENT  WINDSHIELDS 
FOR  WINDJAMMER  FAIRINGS" 

Standard  Size  24. 

Standard  Size  w/Snap  Vents  29. 

Extra  Tall  Size  2"  27. 

Extra  Tall  Size  w/Snap  Vents  34. 

Hand  Savers  29. 

Lower  Wind  &  Rain  Guards  13. 

TeE'S.  §m\ 

I        '^J        iJSHm^  bankAm 
P.O.  BOX  27552,  TUCSON,  ARIZONA  e 
WRITE  OR  CALL  (602)  294-5875 
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'Tls  the  season  for 


You-know-who  is  asking  for  a  motorcycle 
or  Christmas.  Again.  Maybe  this  year,  you'll 
.ay  yes. 

Go  ahead.  You're  not  really  giving  in,  you're 
List  giving  credit  where  it's  due.  lb  yourself,  for 
(ringing  your  kid  up  right.  And  to  your  kid,  for 
•roving  that  he  or  she  can  handle  the  responsi- 
(ility  of  having  a  motorcycle. 

Now  that  you've  made  the  first  decision, 
^ou'U  want  to  start  your  kid  out  right  on  a 
Cawasaki  mini.  Because  KawasaJas  are 
>uilt  by  people  who  understand  your 
:hild's  riding  needs.  And  we've  got  a  bike 
or  every  beginning  rider. 


KD80M 


and  handlebar  brake  levers.  Just  fold 
down  the  handlebars,  and  take  it  any- 
where in  the  back  of  your  car.  (It 
won't  leak  gas  or  oil.) 
Here's  a  dirt  bike  of  another  color. 
Lime  green,  like  its  racing  cousin,  the 
KX80  mini  (not  shown).  The  KDX80  has  a 
motocross  frame  and  suspension,  leading 


KDX80 


$490 

So  check  our  mini  Christmas  list  -•-•^ 
Have  a  good  time  giving.) 

Here's  a  good  buy  and  a  good  bet  for  the  begin- 
ling  dirt  rider.  The  KD80M  is  built  tough,  with  a 
'9cc  2-stroke  engine,  5-speed  transmission  and 
>rimary  starting,  so  it  will  start  in  any  gear.  With  — ^ 
lur  Superlube  injection,  there's  no  premixing  oil 
indgas. 

^u  might  get  attached  to  this  trail  bike  your- 
elf.  The  K  V75  has  an  automatic 
lutch,  3-speed 
ransmission. 


axle  front  forks,  a  16"  front  wheel, 
and  an  82cc  2-stroke,  reed  valve 
engine. 

Look,  it's  a  street  bike.  It's  a  dirt 
bike.  It's  the  KMIOO  dual-purpose  mini 
street-legal  and  dirt-safe.  And  its  99cc 
2-  stroke  rotary  valve  engine  goes  a 
}  long  way  on  a  tank  of  gas. 


KMlOO 


KV75 


*  Manufacturers  suggested  retail  price  for  the  KD80M  or  the 
KV75,  excluding  freight,  dealer  prep,  title  and  taxes.  Offer 
valid  only  while  supplies  last.  Available  in  U.S.  and  Canada. 
Prices  slightly  higher  in  Canada. 

Kawasaki  believes  in  riding  safely.  Check  local  laws 
before  you  ride.  Member  of AMA,  MICandMSF.  Specifi- 
cations subject  to  change  without  notice. 


Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 
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®  1979  R.  J.  Reynolds  Tobacco  Co. 


Rich  TBste-Low  Tar 


'^Tkste  Rea&  new  golden  taste! 
Ricber...mellower  than  before'* 


Real's  new  golden  leaf  tobacco  blend  does  it. 
Tastes  richer. . .  mellower. . .  more  satisfying. 
A  taste  that's  pure  gold. 


The  smoking  man's  low  tar 


t  last,  after  the  judge  told  both  sides  to 
settle  the  case  themselves  or  he'd  take 
of  both  sides,  the  Phantom  Duck  of 
)csert  and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Man- 
cnt  have  reached  an  agreement  and 
)uck  and  his  friends  are  not  going  to 

I  been  a  long  struggle.  Several  years 
the  BLM  declared  itself  unable  to 
•ss  the  forms  for  the  Barstow  to  Vegas 
t  race,  formerly  the  best  known  and 

popular  cross-country  event  in  the 
One  of  the  competitors,  real  name 
>  McKey,  didn't  like  the  loss  of  the 
so  he  and  a  few  friends  met  on  the 
ersary  of  the  event  and  rode  dirt 
.  and  trails  to  west  of  Vegas,  as  sort  of 
:morial.  As  part  of  the  nostalgia, 
ey  billed  himself  as  the  Phantom 

of  the  Desert. 

c  memorial  ride  grew,  from  a  handful 
few  dozen,  and  the  event  became  a 
of  political  protest.  When  the  Duck 
ito  the  newspapers,  the  BLM  noticed. 

officials  went  to  court  and  got  an 
ction  ordering  McKey  and  friends 
)  organize  or  encourage  the  ride. 


THE  DUCK  FLIES  FREE 


The  order  came  loo  late,  as  scores  of 
riders  turned  up  at  the  traditional  starting 
line  and  rode  open  trails  and  powerline 
roads  to  the  old  finish  area.  After  the  ride, 
BLM  took  McKey  to  court,  on  a  charge 
that  he  was  in  contempt  of  court  for  vio- 
lation of  the  earlier  order. 

District  Court  Judge  Warren  J.  Fergu- 
son, who  issued  the  original  order  after 
McKey  and  BLM  couldn't  agree  on  a  ride 
route  that  would  have  set  the  stage  for  an 
event  permit,  told  both  sides  to  settle  the 
matter  themselves. 

The  entire  episode  shouldn't  have  hap- 
pened, the  judge  said.  OfT-road  riders  and 
government  agencies  have  rights  and  pro- 
cedures to  follow  and  neither  side  did  as 
much  as  could  have  been  done  to  avoid  the 
confrontation. 

The  Duck's  attorney  drew  up  an  agree- 
ment, signed  after  some  hesitation  by  the 
BLM. 

The  important  parts  were  first,  the  Duck 
is  required  to  obtain  permission  before 
encouraging  people  to  take  part.  Next,  the 
contempt  citation  against  the  Duck  was 
dismissed. 


Third,  the  BLM  and  the  AMA  will 
prepare  a  monitoring  system,  so  there's 
some  a.ssurance  that  trail  rides  for  large 
groups  of  people  can  be  held  without 
damage  to  the  area. 

As  the  punchline,  BLM  is  required  to 
give  all  due  consideration  to  an  applica- 
tion for  such  a  ride,  even  if  the  applicant  is 
the  Phantom  Duck  of  the  Desert. 

What  will  happen  next,  we  can  only 
predict.  Our  printing  schedule  is  such  that 
at  the  time  of  writing,  the  monitor  plan  is 
still  being  prepared,  and  by  the  time  we 
know  if  the  ride  will  take  place,  it  will  be 
too  late  to  issue  invitations. 

Some  of  the  CW  crew  have  been  on  all 
the  Duck's  B-to-V  rides.  If  it's  legal  in 
1979,  we'll  be  there  again.  The  traditional 
date  is  Sat.,  Nov.  24,  the  Saturday  after 
Thanksgiving. 

This  is  not  an  invitation.  But.  if  any  off- 
road  riders  see  a  notice  in  their  newspapers 
that  the  ride  will  take  place,  legally,  taking 
part  will  be  the  best  way  to  show  the 
Phantom  Duck  of  the  Desert  that  his  work 
has  not  been  in  vain.  > 


lion  by  Doug  Roy 
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SMOOTH  STARTING  BONNEVILLE 


Despite  the  air  of  gloom  that  has  sur- 
rounded the  Triumph  factory  in 
England  recently  because  the  new  Conser- 
vative government  asked  for  the  payment 
of  $2.8  million  in  overdue  interest  charges, 
work  is  pressing  ahead  at  the  co-operative 
on  technical  improvements  that  will  take 
the  factory  successfully  into  the  '80s. 

An  electric  start  prototype,  planned  for 
production  in  1980,  was  shown  at  the  Earl's 
Court  Show  in  London.  It  uses  a  Lucas 
electric  starter  originally  made  for  a  Jap- 
anese car  by  Lucas's  Australian  subsidiary, 
driving  through  40: 1  reduction  gearing 
outboard  of  the  timing  gears  to  a  sprag 


clutch. 

According  to  Triumph  engineering 
manager  Brian  Jones,  the  starter,  using  a 
14-ah  Yuasa  battery,  passed  all  of  Lucas' 
sub-zero  cold  start  tests  with  flying  colors. 

The  other  improvement  is  the  adoption 
of  vibration  absorbing  rubber  mountings 
for  the  engine. 

Designed  by  Bernard  Hooper,  the  sys- 
tem overcomes  many  of  the  shortcomings 
of  the  Norton  Isolastic  system  which 
Hooper  also  designed. 

On  the  Triumph,  the  engine  pivots  on 
large  plates  concentric  with  the  swing  arm 
bearings  with  a  large  rubber  support  below 


ANOTHER  SAFETY  MOTORCYCLE 


Another  prototype  safety-first  motorcy- 
cle has  been  developed,  this  time  by 
the  British  Transport  and  Road  Research 
Laboratory.  Based  on  a  750cc  Triumph 
Bonneville,  the  British  bike  looks  like  a 
normal  Bonneville  with  huge  fiberglass  leg 
shields  in  front,  odd-shaped  saddlebags  in 
back,  a  molded  windshield  on  the  han- 
dlebars, and  a  large,  padded  chest  protec- 


tor sticking  straight  up  from  the  gas  tank. 
Among  the  features  of  the  experimental 
cycle  are  anti-lock  brakes,  sintered  metallic 
brake  pads  for  improved  wet  weather  brak- 
ing performance,  and  a  digital  speedome- 
ter, though  the  value  of  a  digital  speedom- 
eter for  improving  safety  seems  question- 
able. 


and  a  smaller  one  above.  To  allow  fore 
aft  movement,  the  complete  enginc-.s 
arm  assembly  is  supported  on  two 
links  below  the  engine  pivot,  the  n 
ment  being  limited  by  the  shear  fore 
the  lower  rubber  support. 

According  to  Jones,  it  makes  the 
neville  as  smooth  as  a  Commando  at  s 
but  without  the  annoying  shaking  at 
revs— and  still  with  good  handling. 

With  less  tooling  required  for  pro 
tion,  the  rubber-mounted  Bonnev 
could  be  in  the  dealers'  showrooms  b^ 
the  electric  start  version,  maybe  in 
1980. 

A  VETTER  MOTORCYCLE 

Craig  Vetter  has  "amicably  settle 
legal  dispute  with  Rick  Binet 
purchased  the  Vetter  Corp.  from  him 
year.  The  agreement,  Vetter  said,  a! 
him  to  develop  his  Mystery  Ship  road: 
and,  ultimately,  will  result  in  a  V 
motorcycle. 

Vetter  has  begun  work  at  his  San 
Obispo.  California  design  studio  oi 
exotic,  low  volume  superbike  that  will 
his  name  when  finished.  No  detail 
Vetter's  motorcycle  are  available  yet 
there's  no  timetable  on  its  release. 
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Illustration  by  P  M  Mc 


BMW  RUMORS 


WANKEL  DELAY 


eports  from  Europe  have  been  pre- 
dicting a  new  three  or  four  cyhnder 
\.  BMW  has  shown  a  modular-style 
e  Triple  that  can  be  built  as  either  a 
I  or  off-road  bike.  Later  photos  in  the 
pcan  press  have  shown  an  opposed  or 
niur  BMW. 

r  1980.  however,  the  BMW  model 
ip  will  remain  as  it  was  in  1979.  Small- 
fthe  line  will  continue  to  be  the  R65, 
he  price  on  BMW's  smallest  model  is 
cicd  to  increase  sharply.  Next  up  the 
is  the  R80/7.  then  the  four  Thou- 
s:  RIOOT.  RIOOS,  RIOORT  and 
)RS. 

►1W  sales  during  the  first  part  of  1979 
been  very  good.  Butler  and  Smith,  the 
V  importers  for  North  America,  re- 
•d  the  R65  and  RIOORT  models  were 
out  early  in  the  year, 
ihouuh  the  BMW  lineup  will  be  the 
.  there  will  be  the  usual  annual  im- 
."mcnts  to  specific  models.  On  the  RT, 
nsiancc.  the  fairing  will  now  come 
a  thicker  plexiglass  windshield,  as 
as  those  on  American  fairings.  The 
shield  size  will  be  increased  some- 
for  more  protection.  The  storage 
et  covers  on  the  RT  fairing  will  have 
icks  repositioned  so  the  key  fits  easily 
o  the  covers  are  more  secure.  All  1980 
.'Is  will  use  lower  compression  engines 
;an  run  on  low  octane  American  fuels. 


I  ritain's  long-awaited  foray  back  into 
'the  superbike  market,  the  Norton 
Wankel,  has  been  further  delayed. 

Plans  were  for  the  I35mph  twin-rotor 
machine  to  be  introduced  during  Septem- 
ber but  Dennis  Poore.  head  of  the  holding 
company  that  owns  both  the  new  BSA  Co. 
Ltd.  (making  mopeds  and  Yamaha-pow- 
ered trail  bikes)  and  Norton  Motors  ( 1978) 
Ltd.,  which  has  been  developing  the  ro- 
tary-powered machine  for  production,  has 
been  reported  to  have  indefinitely  delayed 
the  bike's  first  appearance  because  of  the 


ANOTHER  CUSTOM 


uncertain  political  atmosphere  surround- 
ing the  Triumph  co-operative. 

The  machine  is.  however,  ready  to  go. 
Twenty-five  production  prototypes  have 
been  built  for  evaluation  and  if  the  experi- 
ence of  our  technical  editor  is  any  guide,  it 
should  be  a  jet.  Weighing  450  lb.  wet,  it 
develops  75  bhp  at  the  back  wheel,  zips 
through  the  quarter  mile  in  under  12  sec. 
and  gets  45  mpg  to  the  gallon.  There  won't 
be  many  made  though  in  the  first  year, 
perhaps  500.  Not  surprising  at  the  $7000 
asking  price  in  Britain. 

OUR  NEW  WIZARD 


3ied  at  the  Suzuka  race  circuit  at  the 
ime  of  the  Suzuka  Eight  Hour  was 
Honda  CB650  Custom.  Unlike  the 

CB650,  the  Custom  has  four  short 
crs.  not  the  two  long  mufflers.  The 
led  seat  extends  down  lower  on  the 
of  the  motorcycle  for  styling.  The  gas 

looks  like  the  stubby  tank  on  the 
X)  Custom  and  the  bars  pull  back  like 

of  the  CX500  Custom.  It  still  has  the 


black-painted  reversed  Comstar  wheels, 
sohc  Four  motor  and  straight-leg  forks,  but 
there  are  twin  front  disc  brakes  on  one  of 
two  Customs  seen,  chromed  covers  on  the 
rear  shocks  and  the  same  hollow  shaft 
mirrors  used  on  the  1979  CB750s. 

The  semi-choppers  remained  big  sellers 
in  1979,  we're  told,  so  expect  more  of  the 
bucko-handlebar,  fat  rear  tire,  short  muf- 
fler, low  seal  machines  for  1980. 


lew  on  the  masthead  this  month,  al- 
I  though  not  new  to  the  pages  of  the 
magazine,  is  John  Nutting,  our  new  Tech- 
nical Editor. 

John  is  overqualified  for  the  job.  He's  a 
graduate  engineer,  which  every  tech.  ed. 
should  be.  and  he's  worked  in  computer 
programming,  so  he  can  understand  our 
onboard  test  rig  and  make  it  work  even 
better  than  it  already  does. 

Next,  John  is  an  experienced  journalist. 
He  joined  the  staff  of  Motor  Cycle  Weekly 
and  then  moved  up  until  he  was  editor  of 
Which  Bike?,  an  English  magazine  that 
does  nothing  but  test  and  evaluate. 

As  the  clincher,  John  is  a  bike  nut,  and 
an  amateur  racer.  He's  been  writing  for 
CW  for  some  time  now.  so  when  the 
technical  editor's  job  became  vacant,  we 
asked  him  to  join  the  staff. 


ition  by  Aline  Patterson 
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YAMAHA  XS11 SPECIA 


"  Forget  the  rumors. 
There's  no  V-Four. 
No  enlarged  Elevens. 
Yamaha's  flagship, 
for  the  third  year  in  a 
row,  is  the  XS  Eleven. 
And  the  most  Eleven 
you  can  buy  is  still  the 
Special,  with  low, 
stepped  seat,  handle- 
bars that  would  look  appropriate  on  the 
hood  of  a  cowboy  Cadillac,  and  the  same 
clean  styling  that  has  made  Yamaha's  Spe- 
cials a  success  story. 

There  have  been  changes  made  to  the 
Eleven,  both  mechanical  and  cosmetic. 
Are  the  changes  improvements?  The  an- 
swer depends  on  the  point  of  view. 

Take  the  motor,  for  instance.  The  big 
dohc  inline  Four  stays  essentially  the  same. 
Bore  and  stroke  remain  71.5  x  68.6mm. 
There's  still  inductive  electronic  ignition, 
still  with  a  vacuum  advance  and  with  the 
same  settings.  The  compression  ratio  has 
been  dropped  to  9.0:1:  the  pistons  and 
head  have  been  changed  so  the  combus- 
tion chamber  is  different,  the  better  to 
meet  more  stringent  1980  emission  stan- 
dards, in  addition,  the  intake  valve  head 
diameter  has  been  increased  from  36mm 
to  38mm  and  the  exhaust  valve  size  has 
gone  from  31mm  to  32mm.  Given  the 


same  cam  timing  and  profile,  that  should 
make  for  more  horsepower,  but  there's 
more  to  it  than  that.  Those  four  34mm 
Mikuni  constant  vacuum  carbs  are  jetted 
differently  this  year.  There's  no  adjustment 
on  the  pilot  jet.  The  needle  jet  is  held  in  the 
leanest  position.  Main  jets,  which  were  a 
#  137.5  in  all  carbs  previously  are  now  a 
#115  in  carbs  two  and  three  and  a  #  120 
in  the  end  carbs. 

No  longer  is  there  a  kick  starter  shaft 
sprouting  from  the  right  side  of  the 
Eleven's  five-speed  transmission.  Now 
there's  a  seal  covering  the  hole.  The  Hy-Vo 
primary  drive  chain  is  the  same  and  so  are 
the  gear  ratios  and  the  final  drive.  Because 
the  16-in.  rear  tire  of  the  Special  has  a 
smaller  outside  diameter  than  the  17-in. 
tire  of  the  standard  Eleven,  the  road  speeds 
in  the  gears  are  noticeably  lower. 

Most  of  the  changes  that  make  the  1980 
Special  different  from  the  1979  Special 
could  be  called  cosmetic.  Rather  than  have 
a  chromed  tubular  grab  bar  behind  the 
seat,  the  new  Special  has  a  cast  aluminum 
rail  extending  around  behind  the  revised 
seat.  Under  the  rear  of  the  rail  is  a  new 
taillamp  tucked  in  tightly  behind  the  seat. 
The  rider's  portion  of  the  stepped  seat  is 
supposed  to  be  two-thirds  of  an  inch  lower 
in  1980,  but  we  measured  a  full  inch 
difference  in  seat  height  between  last 


year's  Special  and  this  year's  test  bike, ; 
figure  of  31  in.  Oh  yes.  that  taillight  dii 
include  the  license  plate  light,  whicl 
now  located  at  the  end  of  the  rear  fen 
where  the  license  will  hang. 

Second  most  noticeable  change  to 
Special  concerns  the  new  brake  discs.  L 
year  there  were  triple  solid  discs.  The 
has  been  to  have  drilled  discs,  supptvse 
to  improve  wet  weather  braking,  and 
move  grit  from  the  pads  to  reduce 
grooving,  though  it  never  seemed  to  m 
any  difference.  This  year  the  hot  set-uj 
to  have  the  drilled  holes  placed  in 
irregular  pattern  or  at  a  curve  or  an  anj 
The  Eleven  Special  has  slots,  not  ho 
And  the  slots  don't  radiate  directly 
from  the  center  of  the  hub.  but  slant 
across  the  discs,  all  three  of  them. 

Other  changes  include  the  two  chron 
horns  sticking  out  from  each  side  of 
engine,  the  one  on  the  left  being  the 
tone  and  the  horn  on  the  right  being 
high  tone.  Combined,  they're  loud 
noticeable,  both  in  terms  of  sound  out 
and  visual  impact.  Also,  there's  a  Hash 
warning  light  switch  on  the  left  handle 
switch  that  flashes  all  the  signal  \hi 
together  when  it's  on.  Side  reflectors 
moved  about  and  the  footpegs  are  lar 
this  year.  And  don't  forget  the  85  m 
maximum  speedometer  that's  every  bit 


Forks  use  coil  springs  assisted  by  air  pressure.  Even  at  highest  recommended 
pressures  the  forks  are  soft,  due  to  light  damping,  for  a  cushy  ride. 


Slots  are  in  for  1980.  Several  of  the  new  motorc 
are  using  slots  drilled  in  brake  discs  to  keep  the 
clean  and  reduce  unsprung  weight. 
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Subtle  Refinements  Prepare  Yanriaha's  Eleven  for  1980 


on  the  Eleven  as  it  is  on  any  other  130 
1  motorcycle. 

nne  things  on  the  Eleven  haven't  been 
ged.  The  original  Eleven  had  a  supple 
itnsion  that  was  high  on  comfort,  but 
;  the  machine  wallow  when  it  was 
j!d.  Last  year's  Special  introduced  a 
):d  suspension  with  air  assisted  lead- 
nxle  forks  and  adjustable  damping 
ks.  The  forks  and  shocks  aren't 
ged  on  the  1980  Eleven  Special.  The 
liial  still  has  short  mufllcrs.  nicelv 
jd  in  and  reasonably  quiet.  There's  the 
'  4  gal.  gas  tank  with  the  same  sparkly 

paint  and  the  same  locking  hinged 
up  on  it.  The  instrument.s.  aside  from 
6  mph  speedometer,  are  the  same  and 

the  instrument  lights  including  the 
uas  warning  light.  The  stepped  seat  on 
■jpecial.  unlike  most  stepped  seats,  is 
i  isingly  comfortable  for  either  one  or 
mders.  The  wide  footpegs  make  a 
{y  platform,  almost  like  floorboards, 
t  folding  for  spirited  cornering  and 
jTansmitting  vibration. 
Jcn  there's  the  suspension.  It's  as  good 
iring  bike  suspension  as  has  ever  been 
led.  But  it's  on  the  wrong  bike.  Most 
oanies  that  sell  touring  equipment 

offer  equipment  for  Specials.  We've 
ca  750  Special  around  the  office  for 
{y  a  year  now  and  the  biggest  problem 


we've  had  is  finding  accessories  to  fit  it. 
The  whiz-bang  suspension  should  be  on 
the  standard  Eleven.  The  air-assisted  forks 
soak  up  bumps  big  and  small  while  con- 
trolling the  front  half  of  the  bike's  584  lb. 
weight.  For  normal  riding  the  minimum  6 
p.s.i.  air  pressure  is  fine.  The  only  uses  for 
which  higher  pressure  would  be  needed 
would  be  if  a  heavy  fairing  were  mounted 
or  the  bike  were  to  be  used  for  serious 
speeding  on  winding  roads.  Neither  use  is 
encouraged  by  the  Special's  styling.  Rear 
suspension  adjustment  is  much  the  same. 
For  normal  use  the  minimum  damping 
gives  the  best  ride,  while  the  stiffer  damp- 
ing settings  enable  the  Eleven  to  remain 
stable  with  heavier  loads  or  when  ridden 
faster. 

What  the  owner  needs  to  know,  though, 
is  that  one  man's  settings  are  another 
man's  discomfort.  The  touring  rider  dials 
in  control  for  full  pack  and  the  weekend 
cruiser  comes  back  and  says  Hey.  this  bike 
is  oversprung  and  overdamped. 

And  it  was.  for  that  application.  What 
each  rider  must  do  is  tune  to  suit  himself 
and  the  conditions  of  the  moment. 

The  combination  of  beefy  shocks.  16-in. 
rear  tire  and  a  reduction  in  weight  from  the 
standard  Eleven  gives  the  Special  the  high- 
est load  carrying  capacity  of  any  motorcy- 
cle Cycle  World  has  tested.  Cleaner  styling 


means  less  gingerbread  which  means  less 
weight.  About  20  lb.  less  weight  than  the 
standard  Eleven  at  584  lb.,  the  Eleven 
Special  is  lighter,  for  instance,  than  the 
Suzuki  GS850.  It's  well  over  100  lb.  lighter 
than  the  Kawasaki  KZ1300.  With  a  half 
tank  of  fuel,  the  Special  has  a  load  capac- 
ity of  over  500  lb. 

Even  with  this  year's  engine  changes,  the 
Eleven  is  an  enormously  strong  motorcy- 
cle. Originally  Yamaha  claimed  the  Eleven 
had  95  horsepower.  Now,  it's  probably 
under  90  bhp.  Quarter  mile  times  aren't  in 
the  I  I's  anymore.  Trap  speed  is  down  4 
mph  from  the  original  Eleven.  What  the 
engine  has  gained  with  the  bigger  valves  it 
has  lost  with  the  leaner  jetting.  Of  course  a 
power  hungry  owner  could  change  carb 
jetting  without  much  difficulty.  The 
changes,  in  .some  states,  would  violate  state 
air  pollution  tampering  rules,  but  the  raw 
material  is  still  there. 

Engine  performance  has  suffered  in 
other  ways  than  straight  horsepower,  too. 
In  order  to  start  the  Special  from  cold  the 
choke  has  to  be  full  on  and  the  throttle 
cracked  a  quarter  of  a  turn.  Our  test  bike 
wouldn't  start  with  just  the  choke  pulled 
out  when  cold.  The  bike  then  has  to  run  for 
several  minutes  with  the  choke  on.  Usually 
the  choke  would  be  left  full  on  for  a  mile 
then  pushed  halfway  in  for  another  mile> 


and  finally  it  would  run.  sort  of,  without 
choke.  Still,  there  was  a  hesitation  just  otY 
idle  that  was  annoying  and  required  rev- 
ving the  big  motor  excessively  just  to  get 
rolling  from  a  stop. 

A  quarter  mile  time  of  12.15  sec.  at 
109.48  mph  is  no  slouch.  It's  just  that  we 
e.xpect  new  motorcycles  to  be  faster  than 
last  year's  model.  That  is.  until  exhaust 
emission  standards  came  about.  For- 
tunately the  emission  standards  have 
reached  their  most  stringent  level  in  1980. 
There  are  no  plans  for  tighter  restrictions 
next  year  or  the  year  after,  on  motorcycles, 
so  mavbe  next  vear's  Yamaha  can  once 
again  run  better  as  the  engineers  learn 
more  about  the  motors. 

Those  stylish  slashes  in  the  brake  rotors 
haven't  hurt  the  Eleven's  stopping  ability. 
With  distances  of  33  ft.  to  stop  from  30 
mph  and  134  ft.  from  60  mph,  the  Eleven's 
brakes  are  powerful  enough.  However 
when  the  discs  heated  up  the  front  brakes 
could  lock  unpredictably  during  max- 
imum use.  Whether  the  brakes  work  better 
in  wet  weather  or  not  is  unknown  due  to  a 
lack  of  rain  when  the  bike  was  tested. 
Yamaha's  solid  discs  used  in  1979  worked 
better  than  average  in  wet  weather  stop- 
ping with  little  drying-out  time  needed. 

Staff  comments  were  divided  on  .several 
of  the  Special's  special  features.  Some 
testers  feel  the  emergency  flashers  are  a 
worthwhile  safety  device  while  others  have 
no  use  for  them.  Some  like  the  self-cancel- 


Rear  shocks  feature  three-way  adjustable 
damping  and  five  preload  settings  for  the 
springs. 

w 


Footpegs  on  the  1980  Eleven  are  wider, 
but  have  little  effect  on  comfort. 


Like  all  motorcycles  made  after  Sept. 
speedometer. 


1.  1979.  the  1980  XS  Eleven  has  an  85  mt 
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er  jetting  in  ttie  XS  Eleven's  Mikuni 
s  makes  the  machine  more  cold 
led  and  takes  away  horsepower  for 


Yamaha's  Specials  for  1980  get  an 
aluminum  grab  rail  and  separate 
taillight  and  license  plate  light. 


ing  turn  signals  and  the  low  fuel  warning 
light,  others  don't.  The  Eleven,  in  either 
standard  or  Special  trim  is  not  a  machine 
for  the  spartan.  Yamaha  makes  the  650 
Twin  for  people  who  like  kick  starters  and 
vibration.  The  Eleven  is  for  those  who 
appreciate  all  the  sophistication  a  motor- 
cycle can  offer. 

The  Eleven's  motor  is  as  smooth  as  any 
Six.  Its  sheer  size  and  state  of  tune  give  a 
rider  tire-destroying  power  at  any  engine 
speed  over  3000  rpm.  The  clutch  pull  is 
lighter  than  the  clutch  on  Yamaha's  own 
750.  The  transmission,  which  shifts  with  a 
loud  clank,  is  positive,  but  needs  firm  shifts 
from  strong  boots.  In  designing  the  Eleven, 
Yamaha  didn't  get  carried  away  with  tech- 
nical overkill.  Yes,  there  are  dual  overhead 
cams  and  an  inductive  electronic  ignition, 
but  these  things  aren't  complications  to  the 
rider.  Basic  maintenance  on  the  Eleven 
consists  of  changing  oil  and  sparkplugs. 
It's  not  liquid  cooled  and  the  plugs  can  be 
easily  changed  without  removing  the  gas 
tank.  The  eight  valves  are  set  with  shims 
and  adjusting  the  valves  requires  a  stock  of 
shims  and  a  valve  spring  compressor  tool, 
not  usually  part  of  the  home  mechanic's 
tool  chest.  Because  of  the  Eleven's  shaft 
drive,  it  hasn't  been  used  extensively  in 
competition,  but  the  motor  is  proven  bul- 
letproof. Jim  Bernard  just  rode  the  XSl  1- 
based  Ron  Te.son/R.C.  Engineering  Top 
Fuel  dragster— which  uses  a  stock  Yamaha 
crankshaft  and  main  bearings  in  its  super- 
charged engine— to  a  new  E.T.  record  with 
a  7.57  sec.  at  184.95  mph  pass  at 
Indianapolis. 

For  stock  XSl  Is,  the  clutch  is  probably 
the  weakest  link  of  the  machine.  After  half 
a  dozen  runs  at  the  dragstrip  the  clutch  in 
the  test  bike  was  slipping  too  much  to 
continue  testing.  When  it  cooled  off  and 
was  adjusted,  it  returned  to  normal 
performance. 

Going  into  its  third  year,  the  biggest 
Yamaha  is  wearing  well.  It's  still  the  best 
touring  machine  we've  seen.  It's  still  a 
magnificent  motorcycle.  Unfortunately, 
it's  not  better  than  the  original  XS  Eleven. 
Performance  is  down.  In  day-to-day  opera- 
tion the  machine  is  less  convenient  to  use 
due  to  its  state  of  tune.  The  Special  has 
added  a  refined  suspension,  but  the  real 
merits  of  the  suspension  can't  be  used 
because  the  Special  doesn't  lend  itself  to 
either  sport  or  touring  use. 

Finally,  there's  styling.  The  Special  is  a 
good  looking  motorcycle.  It's  clean  and 
everything  is  shaped  just  right.  But  again, 
this  year's  Special  isn't  as  good  looking  as 
last  year's  Special.  The  separate  tail  and 
license  plate  lights  detract  from  the  clean 
styling.  The  cast  aluminum  grab  bar 
around  the  seat  is  attractive,  but  the  entire 
machine,  with  more  chrome  and  bigger 
reflectors  on  the  side,  looks  ever  so  slightly 
more  gaudy  than  the  original  Special. 

Maybe  when  the  Specials  are  the  stan- 
dard models,  Yamaha  can  reinvent  the 
Special  and  introduce  new,  simpler  styling 
with  less  excess.  H 


DECEMBER  1979/29 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price  na 

Engine  dohc  inline  Four 

Bore  X  stroke  ...  71.5  x  68.6mm 

Displacement  1 1 01  cc 

Compression  ratio  9.0:1 

Carburetion  (4)  34mm 

Mikuni  CV 

Air  filtration  dry  foam 

Ignition   pointless 

electronic,  vacuum  advance 

Claimed  power  na 

Claimed  torque  na 

Lubrication  system    wet  sump 

Oil  capacity  4.3  qt. 

Fuel  capacity  4.0  gal. 

Recommended 

fuel  unleaded 

Starter  electric 

Alternator   12v325w 

Headlight   55/60w  halogen 

Clutch  multi-disc  wet 

Primary 

drive  Hy-vo  chain 

Final  and  gears 

drive   shaft,  bevel  gears 

Gear  ratios,  overall:1 

5th  4.76 

4th  5.57 

3rd  6.94 

2nd   8.78 

1st  12.08 

Front 

suspension    telescopic  fork 
with  air  and  oil  spring 

travel   6.5  in. 

Rear 

suspension  adjustable 
damping,  swing  arm 

travel   3.25  in. 

Front  tire  3.50H-19 

Bridgestone  Mag-Mopus 

Rear  tire  130/90-16 

Bridgestone  Mag-Mopus 

Front  brake  dual 

11.7  in.  disc 

Rear  brake  1 1 .7  in.  disc 

Total  brake  swept 

area  295  sq.  in. 

Brake  loading  (160-lb. 

rider)  1.88  Ib./sq.  in. 

Wheelbase  61.25  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  29.5° 

Trail   5.1  in. 

Handlebar  width  29  in. 

Seat  height  31  in. 

Seat  width  12  in. 

Footpeg  height   11.5  In. 

Ground  clearance  5.9  in. 

Test  weight 

(w/half-tank  fuel)  583  lb. 
Weight  bias,  front/ rear, 

percent  46.5/53.5 
Gross  vehicle  weight 

rating  1090  lb. 

Load  capacity  507  lb. 


ACCELERATION 
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PERFORMANCE 

Engine  speed 

@  60  mph   3942  r 

Power/ weight  ratio 
(160-lb.  rider)  

Fuel  consumption       42  m 

Speedometer  error: 
30  mph  indicated   .  30  m 
60  mph  indicated  .  62  it 

Braking  distance 

from  30  mph   33 

from  60  mph   134 

Standing  start  Vl-mile  12. 

sec.  @  109.48  m 

Speed  after     mile  .  127  m 

Maximum  speed  in  gears 

1st   51  m 

2nd  70  m 

3rd  89  m 

4th  Ill  m 

5th  129  m 

Acceleration 

0-30   1.6» 

0-40   2.2  SI 

0-50   3.0  SI 

0-60   4.1  s< 

0-70   5.2  S( 

0-80   6.3  S( 

0-90   7.6  S( 

0-100   9.3  SI 
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r  1979  Toyola  Motor  Sales  U  S  A  ,  Inc 


There's  a  reason  so  many  sports 
car  enthusiasts  who  own  a  truck,  own 
a  Toyota  SR-5  Sport  Truck.  It's  more 
than  just  the  presence  of  a  5-speed 
transmission,  or  bucket  seats.  Call  it  a 
feeling,  the  way  everything  works  to- 
gether Because  "feel"  is  what  sports 
cars,  and  the  SR-5,  are  all  about. 

You'll  know  what  we  mean  the 
moment  you  start  the  2.2  liter  engine. 


It  pulls  hard,  yet  the  5-speed  shifts 
into  gear  with  a  light,  precise  feel 
many  genuine  sports  cars  can't 
match. 

The  standard  power  assisted 
front  disc  brakes  snug  the  SR-5  to  a 
clean  stop,  but  there's  hardly  a  pip 
from  the  tight,  all-welded  cab.  And 
the  standard  AM/FM  stereo  radio, 
full  carpeting,  and  blacked-out 


instrument  faces  enhance  the  sporty 
atmosphere  inside. 

Everything  working  in  harmony— 
that's  the  feeling  the  Toyota  SR-5 
Sport  Truck  shares  with  good  sports 
cars.  PICKUP.  VAN  &  4WD  Magazine 
got  the  feeling. They  put  it  this  way 
"...this  is  how  a  small  truck  built  by 
BMW  would  drive  and  feel  if  BMW 
built  small  trucks." 


THE  SR-5  SPORT  TRUCK. 
THE  SPORTS  CAR 
OF  TRUCKS 


I 


NOBODY  WANTS  A 
NECKTIE  FOR  CHRISTMAS. 


Somebody  wants  to  buy  you  a  nice 
regimental  necktie  or  a  bottle  of  aftershave? 
Send  them  to  your  Harley- Davidson®  dealer. 
IBecause  this  year  we're  out  to  save  your  neck 
. . .  and  maybe  Santa's  too.  Consider  this 
sad  the  most  direct  route  to  a  very  Merry 
XDhristmas.  A  clear  separation  of  gifts  you've 
±)een  getting  from  gifts  you  want. 

Suggest  they  browse  the  leathers  depart- 
ment. Nowhere  else  could  they  find  our 
Dquality  motorcycle  leathers.  All  designed 
/with  both  function  and  class  so  they  work 
liard  while  you  look  good.  For  example:  Soft 
sand  comfortable  come  together  in  the  rugged 
(look  of  the  genuine  leather  chaps  and  vest 
{you  see  featured  to  your  right.  Also  to  your 
right,  our  legendary  Cycle  Champ  and 
XI!hestnut  Brown  leather  jackets.  They're 
premium  cowhide  with  windflaps,  buckles  and 
xoUar  snaps  precisely  where  you  need  them. 


This  is  only  a  mere  smattering  of  what  aws- 
them  at  your  Harley- Davidson  dealer. 

Maybe  you're  even  thinking  of  surprise 
your  bike  with  a  little  something.  We  hav\ 
a  choice  of  several  cast  wheels,  light  bars,, 
sissy  bars  and  a  large  variety  of  chrome 
goodies  that  will  make  your  bike  stand  ouj 
like  that  famous  reindeer  with  the  red  nos 

Now,  take  a  look  at  the  custom  2-tonx 
cut  and  sewn  seat.  The  black  and  gray  yoc 
see  perched  here  is  only  one  of  many  style 
and  colors. 

And  dont  forget  to  give  the  kind  of  gj 
you  enjoy  getting:  Like  Harley-Davidsonj 
belt  buckles,  jewelry  or  Denim  Cyclewear: 
including  shirts,  jeans  and  vests  sporting ; 
famihar  bar  and  shield.  So,  get  your  sciss*; 
cut  out  this  ad  and  make 
it  a  very  Merry  Christmas 
. . .  your  way. 


Harley-Davidson 


Pick  up  the  complete  parts  and  accessories  catalog  at  your  local  Harley-Davidson  dealer. 

We  support  the  Motorcycle  Safety  Foundation  and  the  A.M.A.  Always  ride  with  lights  and  a  helmet. 


41  Knobby  Ihres  Comparer 
on  the  Track  and  the  Trail 


t  the  beginning  of  this  project,  a 
i  comparison  test  of  knobby  tires. 
m  we  approached  every  major  tire 
ifacturer  with  two  requests. 
"St.  we  told  them  about  the  project 
isked  for  tires. 

cond,  we  expressed  concern  about 

acting  .scientific  tests  on  a  wide  vari- 

f  surfaces,  and  we  asked  for  advice. 

do  they  test  off-road  tires  and  would  it 

1  right  if  we  used  their  test-s? 

e  first  part  was  easy.  The  companies 

)ed  ail  the  samples  we  could  use. 

e  second  part  was  a  surprise. 

ere  are  no  scientific  tests  for  off-road 

What  the  manufacturers  do  is  estab- 
ome  basic  guidelines,  construct  tires 

carca.ss  and  tread  that  seem  as  if 
d  work,  install  them  on  a  motocross  or 
ro  bike  and  send  experts  off  to  the 
.  If  the  tires  win.  or  if  the  riders  like 
res.  they  go  into  production, 
is  news  was  also  something  of  a  relief, 
'd  been  wrestling  for  months  with  the 
lem  of  devising  scientific  measure- 
s  for  knobbies.  If  the  tire  companies 

do  it  in  the  lab  either,  we  reasoned. 

we  haven't  failed  if  we  base  our 
igs  on  some  timed  tests,  some  lap 
5  and  some  pure  seat-of-the-pants 
usions. 

lich  is  just  about  what  we  did. 

fore  we  get  into  that,  though,  some 

i  of  caution. 

jst  visible  is  that  the  following  tests 
^sults  are  for  dry  conditions  only.  To 


be  valid,  comparison  tests  must  be  repeat- 
able.  There  was  no  way  we  could  ar- 
tificially produce  enough  mud  to  run  mud 
tests.  Instead,  we'll  rely  on  nature.  Several 
months  from  now.  when  our  testing  areas 
have  been  rained  on.  we'll  report  further. 

Next,  normal  disclaimers.  We  a.sked  for 
knobby  tires,  to  be  used  on  middleweight 
bikes,  for  enduro  and  motocross.  We  used 
Yamaha  YZ  and  IT  models,  for  reasons  to 
be  explained  in  a  moment,  and  we  settled 
on  one  tire  pressure  for  all  the  tires,  no 
matter  which  test  or  track.  Because  this  is  a 
test  of  tires,  all  other  factors  were  kept  as 
coastant  as  possible. 

Finally,  times  for  each  model  tire  were 
given  for  the  timed  tests,  while  the  results 


of  the  other  tests  are  listed  in  group,  rather 
than  numerically.  Again,  a  matter  of  fair 
play.  When  we  had  no  hard  numbers,  it 
didn't  seem  right  to  rank  one  tire  as  the 
best  and  another  as  the  worst. 

Okay,  why  don't  the  tire  companies  have 
lab  tests?  Why  are  their  (and  our)  investi- 
gations done  mostly  subjectively? 

Because  no  two  off-pavement  surfaces 
are  alike.  Asphalt  and  concrete  vary,  but 
not  by  much.  A  blacktop  road  is  a  blacktop 
road. 

But  dirt  is  different.  Midwest  loam  isn't 
New  Jersey  sand,  or  red  Georgia  clay  or 
desert  adobe.  East  Coast  sand  isn't  like 
West  Coast  sand,  etc. 

To  a  man.  the  tire  engineers  said  it  isn't> 


Anyone  for  a  stack  of  used  tires? 
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The  tire  test  crew  gets  instructions. 


possible  to  design  a  knobby  tire  that's  best 
for  all  surfaces. 

Instead,  their  goal  is  to  design  either  a 
tire  that  works  well-not  perfectly— on  all 
surfaces,  or  to  offer  a  choice  of  tire  for 
mud,  sand,  rock  or  dirt. 

These  men  know  their  business.  They're 
also  human,  as  are  the  test  riders,  so  what 
we  got  when  we  collected  all  4 1  tires  was  an 
assortment  of  practical  decisions,  the  re- 
sults of  14  engineering  departments  bal- 
ancing grip  against  wear,  sand  against 
mud.  flexibility  against  strength. 

A  good  tire  depends  on  the  success  of 
two  elements:  the  carcass  and  the  tread. 

The  tread  is  visible  and  one  can  draw 
some  primary  conclusions  from  looking  at 
competing  models.  Most  knobbies  use  al- 
ternating rows,  lour  knobs,  live  knobs,  etc. 
Most  of  the  current  tires  are  nearly  square 
in  cross-section,  with  high  side  knobs  that 
don't  wrap  around  to  the  sidewall.  The 
newer  designs  have  patterns  on  the  knobs, 
in  the  form  of  wavy  lines,  straight  lines, 
cross  hatching  or  dimples,  the  theory  being 
that  it's  the  edges  that  grip  the  surface  so 
the  more  edges  you  have,  the  more  grip 
you  get. 

There  are  differences  between  tires  de- 
signed for  solid  dirt  and  tires  designed  for 
looser  surfaces.  Best  example  here  is  the 
Dunlop  KI90,  an  all-round  design,  and 
the  Dunlop  K88HT,  built  for  hard  terrain. 
The  190  has  dimples  on  large  blocks 
spaced  apart,  the  HT  has  flat-topped 
knobs,  smaller  and  placed  closer  together. 


Tire  engineers  say  there  are  also  differ- 
ent patterns  for  sand  and  mud.  Blocks  for 
a  mud  tire  should  be  staggered,  they  say, 
with  the  rows  overlapping  so  the  tread 
gears  into  the  mud  rather  than  letting  the 
mud  slide  past.  Sand  tires  should  have  a 
clear  path  between  knob.s,  because  the 
bike  runs  through  sand. 

The  charts  show  variation  in  knob 
height.  Another  trade-off.  As  a  general 
rule,  taller  knobs  work  in  sand  while  flex- 
ing too  much  for  best  performance  on 
hardpack. 

Carcass  design  is  less  easy  to  test.  All  the 
tires  in  this  group  are  cross-ply  construc- 
tion, with  tube.  Some  use  nylon  cords  and 
some  have  rayon,  and  most  are  either  four- 
ply  or  four-ply  rated,  ba.sed  on  standards 
for  weight  capacity.  The  compound,  the 
rubber-substitute  material  used  for  carcass 
and  tread,  is  a  chemical  mix.  We  cannot 
analyze  them,  but  we  did  check  each  with 
a  durometer.  to  determine  relative  rubber 
hardness. 

The  tires  in  this  group  are  the  same 
general  sizes,  but  as  the  measurements 
show,  they  differ  in  tread  width,  section 
height  and  diameter. 

The  dimensions  determine  what  the  en- 
gineers call  displaced  volume,  the  space 
contained  by  the  tire. 

There  is  variation  in  volume,  and  in 
sidewall  stiffness,  aspect  ratio  and  so  forth, 
which  is  why  two  tires  will  react  differently 
with  identical  air  pre.ssure. 

Point  here  is,  carcass  is  as.  important  as 


tread,  while  being  as  difl'erenl  and  m 
harder  to  evaluate. 

Our  tests  were  laid  out  to  includt 
many  conditions,  that  is,  different  surfa 
as  possible.  We  used  three  Yamaha  YZ2 
and  one  I  r400.  This  combination  ^ 
picked  because  the  bikes  are  popular 
because  we  could  swap  wheels  am 
them.  (The  IT  was  needed  by  virtue  o 
odometer  and  speedometer.) 

Modifications  to  the  bikes  were  mino 


Each  tire  was  measured  after  it 
mounted. 
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Hard  ground  mx  course  testing. 


brated  VDO  speedometer  went  on  the 
ind  the  final  gearing  was  changed  to 
ch  the  motocrossers.  Suspensions  were 
isted  to  the  same  on  all  of  the  machines 

our  pro  motocrossers  suggested  using 
isi  ofair  pressure  in  both  front  and  rear 
.  throughout  the  test, 
addleback  Park  was  chosen  for  the  test 

The  main  motocross  course  was  used 
the  hard  ground  MX  test,  and  a  sand 

course  was  laid  out  in  a  large  sand  trap 


OS  by  Dean  Koga 


at  the  back  of  the  park.  The  two  courses 
were  tied  together  with  trails,  to  furnish  a 
trail  impression.  We  used  Saddleback's  flat 
track  as  a  test.  Not  that  anyone  buys 
knobby  tires  for  flat  track  use.  but  a  flat 
track  does  simulate  fire  roading.  We  also 
u.sed  the  center  of  the  flat  track  for  our 
acceleration  and  braking  tests.  Two  pro 
motocrossers.  Steve  Bauer  and  Don 
Griewc.  rode  for  the  input  from  each  MX 
track  and  the  flat  track.  An  expert  desert 
rider.  Bill  Wolf,  rode  the  IT  during  the 
acceleration  and  braking  tests. 

The  testing  was  conducted  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Both  pro  motocrossers  raced 
around  Saddleback's  hard  ground  MX 
course  for  five  laps,  switched  bikes  and 
raced  for  another  tive  laps.  Their  impres- 
sions were  recorded  and  they  hit  the  trail 
for  the  sand  track.  Five  laps  on  each  bike 
around  the  sand  track  and  impressions 
again  recorded.  Another  trail  led  them 
back  to  the  flat  track  and  five  laps  on  each 
machine  for  each  rider  More  results  re- 
corded and  the  wheels  from  the  motocross- 
ers removed.  The  next  set  of  test  tires  and 
wheels  were  then  installed  on  the  MX 
bikes.  The  wheels  removed  from  the  moto- 
crossers were  installed  in  matched  pairs  on 
the  IT.  Acceleration  tests  were  next;  a 
minimum  of  five  runs  from  dead  stop  to 
measured  lOO-fl.  marker.  Any  run  that 
appeared  exceptionally  fast  and  couldn't 
be  closely  duplicated  was  ignored,  then  the 
fastest  time  recorded. 

Next  came  braking.  Full-lock  stops  from 


an  indicated  30mph  on  the  VDO  were 
repeated  a  minimum  of  tive  times.  Any 
stops  that  were  exceptionally  short  and 
couldn't  be  duplicated  clo.sely  were  dis- 
carded and  the  shortest  repeatable  dis- 
tance logged. 

The  double  entry  below  each  track  test 
section  represents  each  pro-rider's  input. 
In  some  cases  they  agreed,  in  others  they 
differed  quite  a  bit.  We  expected  dif- 
ferences of  opinion— that's  the  main  rea- 
son for  using  two  riders  instead  of  one. 

Testing  the  21  sets  of  knobbies  took  over 
three  weeks  and  Jerry  Vucci  and  Tim  Buck 
are  ready  to  challenge  all  comers  for  the 
world  tire  changing  championship. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  accompanying  charts  list  the  win- 
ners of  each  test  starting  w  ith  first  at  the 
top  (except  for  trail  impressions).  Several 
ties  were  encountered,  including  first  place 
on  the  hard  pack  and  sand  MX  courses. 
We  had  more  ties  on  the  sand  MX  course 
than  any  other  test.  Either  more  models 
work  right  in  sand  or  the  faults  aren't  as 
noticeable,  we're  not  sure  which. 

Because  testing  was  conducted  with 
matched  pairs  of  tires,  some  brands  of  tires 
placed  lower  than  expected.  Front  tire  per- 
formance is  much  more  important  than 
rear  tire  performance  on  a  dirt  bike  but. 
strangely,  only  a  few  front  tires  were  con- 
sidered really  good.  Most  of  the  rear  tires 
would  have  finished  higher  in  the  results  if 
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Rider  input  was  taken  after  each  test  course. 


front  tire  performance  had  been  equal  to 
the  rear.  A  rear  tire  that  slips  a  little  or 
doesn't  quite  bite  perfectly,  but  sells  for 
maybe  half  the  price  of  the  perfect  rear 
tire,  can  be  a  wise  choice  for  the  trail  rider 
or  the  person  on  a  tight  budget,  if  a  really 
good  tire  is  used  on  the  front.  But  a 
marginal  rear  tire  combined  with  a  margi- 
nal front  could  cause  an  unnecessary  fall. 
A  slippery  rear  tire  can  easily  be  compen- 
sated for.  a  skating  front  tire  isn't  so  easy  to 
allow  for  and  can  turn  a  fun  ride  into  a  fear 
ride.  The  lesson  here  is  simple:  Buy  the 


best  possible  front  tire,  regardless  of  price. 
Buy  the  less  perfect  tire  for  the  rear  if  your 
budget  is  tight  or  if  the  tire  is  on  sale. 
Which  front  tires  did  our  pro  testers  pre- 
fer? The  Pirelli  MTI6  and  MT25,  3.00-21, 
Metzeler  3.00  and  3.25-21.  Hi-Point  3.00- 
21.  and  Goodyear  MXII.  3.00-21  all  did 
well. 

The  tires  that  came  out  w  ith  high  ratings 
on  the  MX  courses  were,  in  many  cases, 
near  the  middle  or  bottom  of  the  results  in 
the  braking  and  acceleration  tests.  The 
acceleration  chart  could  be  misleading  if 


not  studied  carefully.  As  an  example; 
difference  between  first  and  seventh 
is  only  .09  sec.  meaning  the  fastest  tire 
little  over  3  ft.  ahead  of  seventh  at  the 
ft.  mark. 

Results  of  the  braking  test  were  equ 
close  between  the  first  seven  places, 
biggest  difference  between  any  of  the  p< 
tions  was  between  first  and  second,  whei 
whopping  3.6  ft.  separated  the  two.  I 
second  through  seventh  was  separated 
less  than  2  ft.  Control  of  the  motorcycl 
as  important  as  quick  stops  and  the  f 


Braking  tests  were  from  30  mpti. 
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BARUM 

luntry  of  origin  ..  Czechoslovakia 
>ECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

)del   S28  MX 

:e   3.25-21 

ce   $29.95 

ameter   27.9  in. 

dth   3.5  in. 

pect  ratio  99% 

jad  depth,  center   16/32  in. 

's/ply  rating    4/4 

rd  material   nylon 

sight   10.0  lb. 

rometer  reading   65 

>ECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

•del    S28  MX  Special 

:e   4.75-18 

ce   $39.95 

imeter   27.25  in. 

dth   4.8  in. 

pect  ratio  99% 

sad  depth,  center   23/32  in. 

'S/ply  rating    4/4 

rd  material   nylon 

sight   13.5  lb. 

rometer  reading   64 


BRIDGESTONE 

Country  of  origin  Japan 
SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model   M808  Motocross 

Size   3.00-21 

Price   $28.92 

Diameter   27.5  in. 

Width   3.4  in. 

Aspect  ratio  96% 

Tread  depth,  center   16/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   9.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   68 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model   Ml 8  Motocross 

Size   5.10-18 

Price   $49.00 

Diameter   27.0  in. 

Width   4.7  in. 

Aspect  ratio  96% 

Tread  depth,  center   24/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   13.5  lb. 

Durometer  reading   75 


i 

BRIDGESTONE 

Country  of  origin    Japan 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model   M808  Motocross 

Size   3.00-21 

Price   $28.92 

Diameter   27.5  in. 

Width   3.4  in. 

Aspect  ratio  96% 

Tread  depth,  center   16/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   9.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   68 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model   M20  Motocross 

Size   5.10-18 

Price   $49.00 

Diameter   27.0  in. 

Width   4.7  in. 

Aspect  ratio  96% 

Tread  depth,  center   24/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   14.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   70 


OS  by  Ron  Griewe 
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nine  tires  were  all  rated  excellent 
control. 

One  brand  of  tire  consistantly  came 
at  the  top  of  our  result  sheets— Pirelli. 
MT16s  lied  for  first  on  the  hard  p 
course,  tied  for  first  on  the  sand 
course,  won  the  top  spot  on  the  tlat  tr 
test,  placed  second  in  the  braking  test,  i 
got  seventh  in  the  acceleration  test. 
Pirelli  MT25s  didn't  fare  as  well  as 
MTI6s  but  won  the  acceleration  lest. 

Metzelers  also  finished  consistently  h 
in  the  MX  course  tests.  The  3.25-21  a 


BRIDGESTONE 

Country  of  origin    Japan 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model   M15  Motocross  (claw) 

Size   3.00-21 

Price   $29.30 

Diameter   27.8  In. 

Width   3.5  In. 

Aspect  ratio  97% 

Tread  depth,  center   14/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   9.0  lb. 

□urometer  reading   68 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tira 

Model   Ml 6  Motocross  (claw) 

Size   5.10-18 

Price   $42.30 

Diameter   27.0  In. 

Width   5.0  In. 

Aspect  ratio  90% 

Tread  depth,  center   22/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   13.0  lb. 

□urometer  reading  68 


BRIDGESTONE 

Country  ot  origm    Japan 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model   M15  Motocross  (claw) 

Size   3.00-21 

Price   $29.30 

Diameter   27.8  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  97% 

Tread  depth,  center  14/32  In. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   9.0  lb. 

□urometer  reading   68 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tiro 

Model   ED-2  Gritty  (claw) 

Size   4.60-18 

Price   $43.80 

Diameter   27.0  In. 

Width   4.7  In. 

Aspect  ratio  96% 

Tread  depth,  center  21/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/6 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   1 1 .75  lb. 

Durometer  reading   68 


DICK  CEPEK 

Country  of  origin   U5 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tir 

Model   (rear  only  availab 

3.25-21  Metzeler  used  on  froi 


SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tira 

Model   TerafI 

Size  5.00- 

Prlce   $69.' 

Diameter   26.7  1 

Width   5.5 

Aspect  ratio  79 

Tread  depth,  center  32/32  , 

Plys/ply  rating    4 

Cord  material   nyh 

Weight   16.0 

Durometer  reading  
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■d  with  a  4.50-18  rear  tied  with  the 
■His  for  first  on  the  sand  course, 
>bed  second  on  the  flat  track,  and  the 
profile  3.00-21  and  110/90-18  Metze- 
tied  for  first  on  the  hard  pack  MX 
rse.  However,  the  Metzelers  didn't  fin- 
nearly  as  well  as  the  Pirellis  on  the 
;ina  or  acceleration  tests.  The  3.25/ 
'  Metzeler  combination  finished  next  to 
on  the  braking  and  acceleration  tests, 
oodycar's  new  MXII  also  finished  well 
jveral  tests  and  took  second  and  third 
e  honors  in  the  drag  tests. 


Other  makes  worthy  of  mention  are  the 
Yokohama  902  and  907  models  that 
teamed  to  stop  substantially  quicker  than 
the  others  and  also  accelerated  rapidly. 
The  Dick  Cepek  Teraflex  (Cepek  is  an  off- 
road  supplier  for  four  wheel  drive  vehi- 
cles), with  its  full  I -in.  knobs  proved  to  be 
the  sleeper  of  the  group.  It  finished  third 
on  the  flat  track  and  second  on  the  sand 
track. 

Our  cross-country  impressions  were  the 
least  detailed  test  but  tended  to  indicate 
cross  country  tire  choice  is  much  less  criti- 


cal than  the  choice  for  MX  as  10  of  the 
models  made  the  excellent  list. 

Our  knobby  tire  test  was  meant  to  test 
tires  at  their  extremes  as  fairly  and  accu- 
rately as  possible.  We  feel  we  have  ac- 
complished this.  Due  to  personal  prefer- 
ences, soil  types,  riding  conditions,  and 
different  demands  placed  on  tires  by  bike 
design  and  engine  size,  the  winners  of  our 
different  events  may  not  be  the  absolute 
best  for  your  use.  but  we  feel  the  test  will 
be  helpful  when  it  comes  time  for  new 
shoes  for  the  old  scoot.  S 


DUNLOP 

)untry  of  origin   Japan/USA 

PECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Ddel    K190  Sports 

ze   3.25-21 

ice   $35.72 

ameter   27.8  in. 

idth   3.8  In. 

;pect  ratio  89% 

sad  depth,  center  16/32  in. 

/s/ply  rating    4/4 

)rd  material   rayon 

sight   11.0  lb. 

irometer  reading   62 

PECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

3del   K88HT 

le   5.10-18 

ice   $51.52 

ameter   27.4  in. 

dth   5.5  in. 

pect  ratio  85% 

jad  depth,  center   23/32  in. 

^s/ply  rating    4/4 

)rd  material   nylon 

sight   15.75  lb. 

irometer  reading   62 


DUNLOP 

Country  of  origin    Japan 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model   K190  Sports 

Size   3.00-21 

Price   $32.33 

Diameter"   27.5  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  93% 

Tread  depth,  center   16/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   rayon 

Weight   1 1 .0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   62 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model    K190  Sports 

Size  4.60-18 

Price   $40.55 

Diameter   26.5  in. 

Width   5.0  in. 

Aspect  ratio  85% 

Tread  depth,  center   20/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   13.25  lb. 

Durometer  reading   62 


GOODYEAR 

Country  of  origin   USA 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model    Eagle  MXII 

Size   3.00-21 

Price   $46.65 

Diameter   28.0  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  100  % 

Tread  depth,  center  17/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight  9.5  lb. 

Durometer  reading   60 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model    Eagle  MXII 

Size   4.50-18 

Price   $62.20 

Diameter   26.8  in. 

Width   4.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  98% 

Tread  depth,  center   26/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   12.5  lb. 

Durometer  reading   64 


DECEMBER  1979/41 


BRAKING 


(both  wheels  fully  locked  from  30  mph) 


1  Yokohama  902.  3.00-21  and  907.  5.00-18 

2  Pirelli  MT16.  3.00-21  and  4.00-18 

3  Yokohama  902.  3.00-21  and  907.  5.50-18 
4Bridgestone  M808.  3.00-21  and  IVI18.  5.10-18 

5  Pirelli  MT25.  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 

6  Goodyear  MXII.  3.00-21  and  4.75-18 

7  Dunlop  K190,  3.25-21  and  K88HT,  5.10-18 

7  Dunlop  K190.  3.00-21  and  K190.  4.60-18 

8  Metzeler  3.00-21  and  110/90-18 
9Bridgestone  M808.  3.00-21  and  M20.  5.10-18 

10  IRC  GS45X.  3.00-21  and  GS56F.  5.10-18 

11  IRC  GS45X.  3.00-21  and  GS45V.  4.50-18 

12  Nankang  3.00-21  and  5.00-18 

13  Hi-Point  Red  Dot.  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 
13Trelleborg  T644.  3.50-21  and  5.50-18 

14  Dick  Cepek  Teraflex,  5.00-18  and  Metzeler  3.25-21 

15  Goodyear  MXII.  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 

16  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15.  3.00-21  and  M-16. 
5.10-18 

17  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15.  3.00-21  and  ED-2, 
4.60-18 

18  Metzeler  3.25-21  and  4.50-18 

19  Barum  S28.  3.25-21  and  4.75-18 


Distance 

(ft.) 

36.1 
39.9 
40.9 
41.1 
41.5 
41.6 
41.7 
41.7 
42.3 
42.5 
42.9 
43.0 
43.1 
43.9 
43.9 
44.7 
45.6 

45.9 

46.0 
47.0 
47.7 


ex 
ex 
ex 
ex 
ex 
ex 
ex 
ex 
ex 
ex 

good 
good 
ex 

good 
good 
good 
good 


GOODYEAR 

Country  of  origin   USA 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model    Eagle  MXII 

Size   3.00-21 

Price   $46.65 

Diameter   28.0  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  100% 

Tread  depth,  center   17/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   9.5  lb. 

Durometer  reading   60 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model    Eagle  MXII 

Size  4.75-18 

Price   $62.20 

Diameter  27.0  in. 

Width   4.9  in. 

Aspect  ratio  92% 

Tread  depth,  center  22/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   14.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   62 

42/CYCLE  WORLD 


HI-POINT 

Country  of  origin   USA 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model   Red  Dot 

Size   3.00-21 

Price  $39.00 

Diameter   27.9  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  99% 

Tread  depth,  center   17/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   10.25  lb. 

Durometer  reading   59 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model   Red  Dot 

Size   4.50-18 

Price   $45.00 

Diameter   27.25  in. 

Width   4.7  in. 

Aspect  ratio  98% 

Tread  depth,  center  23/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   15.5  lb. 

Durometer  reading   62 


IRC  I 

Country  of  origin    Japj 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tin 

Model    GS45X  Motocro 

Size   3. 00-; 

Price   $31.1 

Diameter   27.4  i 

Width   3.4  i 

Aspect  ratio  94 

Tread  depth,  center   13/32  i 

Plys/ply  rating    4. 

Cord  material   nyU 

Weight   8.25  I 

Durometer  reading   ( 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model    GS45V  Motocro 

Size   4.50- 

Price   $45.( 

Diameter   26.8  i 

Width   5.0  i 

Aspect  ratio  88 

Tread  depth,  center   19/32  i 

Plys/ply  rating    4. 

Cord  material   nylc 

Weight   16.0  I 

Durometer  reading   ( 


Cl 


ACCELERATION  RATING 


(dead  stop  to  1 00  ft.) 


Seconds  Control 


1  Pirelli  MT25,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 

2.77 

ex 

2  Goodyear  MXII,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 

2.79 

ex 

3  Goodyear  MXII,  3.00-21  and  4.75-18 

2.80 

ex 

4  Bridgestone  M808,  3.00-21  and  M20,  5.10-18 

2.81 

ex 

5  Yokohama  902,  3.00-21  and  907,  5.50-18 

2.82 

ex 

6  Yokohama  902,  3.00-21  and  907,  5.00-18 

2.85 

ex 

7  Pirelli  MT16,  3.00-21  and  4.00-18 

2.86 

ex 

SDunlop  K190,  3.25-21  and  K88HT,  5.10-18 

2.91 

ex 

8  Dick  Cepek  Teraflex  5.00-18  and  Metzeler  3.25-21 

2.91 

good 

9Metzeler  3.00-21  and  110/90-18 

2.92 

ex 

0  Hi-Point  Red  Dot,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 

2.96 

good 

ODunlop  K190,  3.00-21  and  K190,  4.60-18 

2.96 

ex 

1  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15,  3.00-21  and  ED-2, 

4.60-18 

2.98 

good 

2  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15,  3.00-21  and  M-16, 

5.10-18 

2.99 

good 

2Trelleborg  T644,  3.50-21  and  5.50-18 

2.99 

good 

2  Bridgestone  M808,  3.00-21  and  M18,  5.10-18 

2.99 

good 

3Barum  S28,  3.25-21  and  4.75-18 

3.02 

poor 

4  Nankang  3.00-21  and  5.00-18 

3.03 

fair 

5  IRC  GS45X,  3.00-21  and  GS56F,  5.10-18 

3.06 

fair 

6  Metzeler  3.25-21  and  4.50-18 

3.09 

fair 

7  IRC  GS45X,  3.00-21  and  GS45V,  4.50-18 

3.12 

good 

i 


IRC 

)untry  of  origin  Japan 
PECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

3del    GS45X  Motocross 

ze    3.00-21 

ice   $31.00 

ameter   27.4  in. 

idth    3.4  in. 

ipect  ratio  94% 

3ad  depth,  center   13/32  in. 

/s/piy  rating    4/4 

)rd  material   nylon 

3ight    8.25  lb. 

jrometer  reading   64 

PECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

3del   GS56F  Motocross 

ze    5.10-18 

ice   $44.80 

ameter   26.8  in. 

dth   5.4  in. 

ipect  ratio  81% 

jad  depth,  center   20/32  in. 

I's/ply  rating    4/4 

)rd  material   nylon 

sight   13.75  lb. 

irometer  reading   70 


METZELER 

Country  of  origin  Germany 
SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model   MX/Enduro 

Size   3.25-21 

Price   $43.00 

Diameter   28.8  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  1 1 1  % 

Tread  depth,  center   17/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   rayon 

Weight    12.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   64 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model   MX/Enduro 

Size   4.50-18 

Price   $51.00 

Diameter   26.8  in. 

Width  .,   4.8  in. 

Aspect  ratio  92% 

Tread  depth,  center   24/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   rayon 

Weight   14.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   62 


METZELER 

Country  of  origin  Germany 
SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model   MX/Enduro 

Size    3.00-21 

Price   $40.00 

Diameter   27.9  in. 

Width    3.25  in. 

Aspect  ratio  106  % 

Tread  depth,  center   17/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   rayon 

Weight    11.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   60 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model   MX/Enduro 

Size  110/90-18 

Price   $49.00 

Diameter   26.0  in. 

Width   4.7  in. 

Aspect  ratio  85  % 

Tread  depth,  center   25/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   rayon 

Weight   14.5  lb. 

Durometer  reading   61 


DECEMBER  1979/43 


THE  HIGH  PRICE  OF  BALAHCED  POWER. 


Balance.  It  is,  after  all,  what 
everyone  ultimately  seeks 
to  attain— one  way  or  another— 
both  in  life  and  on  the  road. 

It  is  the  singleminded  philoso- 
phy behind  the  most  elegantly 
engineered  and  expensive  bike 
on  the  road: 

lb  achieve 
the  lightest 
weight  and 
the  most  con- 
stant produc- 
tion of  trans- 
ferable power 
for  the  sanest, 
most  comfort- 
able ride. 


Horizonially  opposed  cylinders 
are  key  lo  a  lower  e.g. 
(See  difference  in  weighi/force 
distribution  lines,  above.) 


The  BMW  balance  of  Weight 
to  Power.  It  is  a  balance  of 
road  handling  ability  that  com- 
mences with  the  lightweight, 
costly  virgin  aluminum  alloy  of 
its  engine  block  and  proves  it- 
self—through optimum  place- 
ment of  its  center  of  gravity— in 
the  most  demanding  of  turn 
patterns. 

A  balance  of  power— sane  yet 
instantly  responsive  power 
through  a  wide  range  of  r.p.m. 
(see  torque  chart  at  right)  — 
developed  by  BMW's  unique 
twin  opposed  flat  engine. 
Exceptional  touring  range. 
Plus  a  balance  of  road  advantages 
that  include  an  unusu- 
ally large  fuel  tank,  high 

FOR  OHE  lOHG 


m.p.g.— and  a  resulting 
touring  range  up  to  twenty 
percent  greater  than  that  of  com- 
parably powered  motorcycles. 

In  the  summing  up  words  of  a 
recent  exhaustive  independent 
test  drive  article,  the  BMW  R65 
pictured  here  offers  "...a  unique 
combination  of  features— middle- 
weight displacement,  shaft  final 
drive  and  ultra-sporting 
handling— that  has  carved 
the  BMW  650  its  own  niche.  No 
other  bike  combines  all  three  of 
those  qualities  for  any  price." 


50 

i 

z 

V  40 

3 

30 
30 

00       4000       5000        6000       7000  8000 
RPM 

Note:  90%  of  the  maximum  torque  of  this  BMW  R65  Is 
available  over  a  remarkable  2750  r.p.m.  bandwidth. 

lb  compromise  or  not  to  com- 
promise. If  you  remain  one  of 
the  many  who,  for  some  reason, 
still  lusts  after  a  hundred  unbal- 
anced horses  whose  power  can 
seldom  be  sanely  transmitted  to 
the  road,  or  a  hundred  unbal- 
anced extra  pounds  to  lug 
around  those  curves— you  might 
just  as  well  turn  the  page. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are 
one  of  the  few  who  values  above 
all  the  feeling  of  being  recognized 
as  a  true,  balanced  individ- 
•  ual  of  the  road,  you  re  home. 


STOP  COMPROMISIHG. 


Sec  ihc  full  line  of  BMW's  ai  your  local  BMW  Dealer— listed  In  Yellow  Pages.  Ask  about  our  special  European  Delivery  Plan.  For  the  complete  BMW 
brochure,  write:  Butler  &  Smith,  Inc.,  Dept.  W  —  llNorwood.  N.J.  07648.  Canada:  BMW  Motorcycle  Distributors,  P.O.  Box  }450.  Don  Mills,  Ontario. 


NANKANG 

Country  of  Origin  Taiwan 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tiro 

Model   MX 

Size  3.00-21 

Price  $26.00 

Diameter  27.8  in. 

Width   3.1  in. 

Aspect  ratio  110% 

Tread  depth,  center   15/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   8.0  lb. 

□urometer  reading   60 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tiro 

Model   MX 

Size   5.00-1 8 

Price   $48.00 

Diameter   28.25  in. 

Width   5.1  in. 

Aspect  ratio  100% 

Tread  depth,  center  22/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   15.75  lb. 

Durometer  reading   64 


PIRELLI 

Country  of  origin   Italy 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tiro 

Model   MT16  Garacross 

Size   3.00-21 

Price  $53.95 

Diameter   27.8  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  97  % 

Tread  depth,  center    17/32 

Plys/ply  rating    3/3 

Cord  material   rayon 

Weight  9.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   60 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tiro 

Model   MT1 6  Garacross 

Size   4.00-18 

Price   $66.50 

Diameter   26.9  in. 

Width   4.7  in. 

Aspect  ratio  95% 

Tread  depth,  center   26/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   rayon 

Weight   13.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   64 


PIRELLI 

Country  of  origin   Spa 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tir« 

Model   MT25  Pentacros 

Size   3.00-: 

Price  $53.5 

Diameter   27.7  i 

Width   3.5  i 

Aspect  ratio  96 

Tread  depth,  center  13/32  i 

Plys/ply  rating    3. 

Cord  material   rayc 

Weight  9.0  I 

Durometer  reading   f 

SPECIFICATIONS- Rear  Tiro 

Model   MT25  Pentacros 

Size  4.50-" 

Price   $71  .< 

Diameter  26.9  i 

Width   4.8  i 

Aspect  ratio  93 

Tread  depth,  center  21/32  i 

Plys/ply  rating    4/ 

Cord  material   rayc 

Weight   14.0  I 

Durometer  reading   f 


46/CYCLE  WORLD 


Cl: 


CROSS  COUNTRY  IMPRESSION 


Excellent 

Bridgestone  M808,  3.00-21  and  M20,  5.10-18 
Dunlop  K190,  3.25-21  and  K88HT,  5.10-18 
Dunlop  K190,  3.00-21  and  K190,  4.60-18 
Hi-Point  Red  Dot,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 
Metzeler  3.25-21  and  4.50-18 
Metzeler  3.00-21  and  110/90-18 
Nankang  3.00-21  and  5.00-18 
Pirelli  MT16,  3.00-21  and  4.00-18 
Pirelli  MT25E,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 
Yokohama  902,  3.00-21  and  907,  5.00-18 

Good 

Barum  S28,  3.00-21  and  4.75-18 
Bridgestone  M808.  3.00-21  and  Ml 8,  5.10-18 
Dick  Cepek  Teraflex,  5.00-18  (rear  only  available) 
Goodyear  MXII.  3.00-21  and  4.75-18 

Fair 

Goodyear  MXII,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 
IRC  GS45X.  3.00-21  and  GS56F.  5.10-18 
Trelleborg  T644,  3.50-21  and  5.50-18 
Yokohama  902,  3.00-21  and  907,  5.50-18 

Poor 

Bridgestone  (claw)  Ml 5,  3.00-21  and  ED-2,  4.60-18 
Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15,  3.00-21  and  M-16,  5.10-18 
IRC  GS45X,  3.00-21  and  GS45V.  4.50-18 


TRELLEBORG 

untry  of  origin   Sweden 

>ECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

)del   T644  Motocross 

:e   3.50-21 

ce   $40.10 

jmeter   28.0  in. 

dth   3.5  in. 

pect  ratio  100% 

sad  depth,  center   16/32  in. 

's/ply  rating    4/4 

rd  material   nylon 

sight   10.0  lb. 

rometer  reading   66 

>ECIFiCATIONS— Rear  Tire 

(del    744  Ten  Master  MX 

:e   5.50-18 

ce   $54.65 

imeter   26.5  in. 

dth   5.0  in. 

pect  ratio  85% 

sad  depth,  center   18/32 

'S/ply  rating    4/4 

rd  material   nylon 

sight   15.5  lb. 

rometer  reading   60 


YOKOHAMA 

Country  of  origin    Japan 

SPECIFICATIONS— Front  Tire 

Model   Super  Digger  902 

Size   3.00-21 

Price   $38.03 

Diameter   27.4  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  91  % 

Tread  depth,  center  16/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   8.5  lb. 

Durometer  reading   62 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model   Super  Digger  907 

Size   5.00-18 

Price   $55.55 

Diameter   27.0  in. 

Width   4.9  in. 

Aspect  ratio  92% 

Tread  depth,  center   25/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   14.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   64 


YOKOHAMA 

Country  of  origin    Japan 

SPECIFICATIONS- Front  Tire 

Model   Super  Digger  902 

Size   3.00-21 

Price   $38.03 

Diameter   27.4  in. 

Width   3.5  in. 

Aspect  ratio  91  % 

Tread  depth,  center  16/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   8.5  in. 

Durometer  reading   62 

SPECIFICATIONS— Rear  Tire 

Model   Super  Digger  907 

Size   5.50-18 

Price   $57.20 

Diameter   27.5  in. 

Width   5.25  in. 

Aspect  ratio  90% 

Tread  depth,  center  22/32  in. 

Plys/ply  rating    4/4 

Cord  material   nylon 

Weight   16.0  lb. 

Durometer  reading   66 


DECEMBER  1979/47 


SAND  MX  COURSE  RATING 

Cornering 

Pre-corner 

Confidence 

Overall 

control 

control 

in  tire 

handling  1 

pro-1  /pro-2 

pro-1  /pro-2 

pro-1  /  pro-2 

pro-1  /  pro-2  S 

1  Metzeler  3.25-21  and  4.50-18  

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

1  Pirelli  MT16,  3.00-21  and  4.00-18 

ex/ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

2  Dick  Cepek  Teraflex  5.00-1 8  and  Metzeler  3.25-21 

good /ex 

good /ex 

fair /ex 

fair/ex 

3  Metzeler  3.00-21  and  110/90-18   

 good /ex 

good /good 

good /ex 

good  good  1 

3  IRC  GS45X,  3.00-21  and  GS45V,  4.50-18  

 ex /ex 

good /good 

good /good 

good  good 

3  Hi-Poinf  Red  Dot,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18   

ex /ex 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good  1 

3  Bridgestone  M808,  3.00-21  and  M20,  5.10-18 

 ex /ex 

good/good 

good /good 

good /good  1 

3  IRC  GS45X,  3.00-21  and  GS56F,  5.10-18 

 good /good 

good /good 

ex /ex 

good  good 

4  Goodyear  MXII,  3.00-21  and  4.75-18   

good /good 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good 

4  Dunlop  K190,  3.25-21  and  K88HT,  5.10-18   

good/good 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good 

4  Pirelli  MT25,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18   

 good /good 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good 

4  Yokohama  902.  3.00-21  and  907.  5.00-18   

good /good 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good 

5  Bridgestone  M808,  3.00-21  and  Ml 8,  5.10-18  

 fair/fair 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good  1 

6  Trelleborg  T644.  3.50-21  and  5.50-18 

fair/good 

fair/good 

fair/good 

fair/good 

7  Goodyear  MXII.  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 

poor/good 

fair/good 

poor /good 

fair /good 

8  Nankang  3.00-21  and  5.00-18   

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

9  Dunlop  K190,  3.00-21  and  4.60-18   

poor/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

10  Barum  S28.  3.25-21  and  4.75-18 

fair/fair 

poor /fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

11  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15.  3.00-21  and  M-16,  5.10-18 

fair/fair 

poor/poor 

poor/ poor 

poor/fair 

12  Yokohama  902,  3.00-21  and  907,  5.50-18 

poor/ poor 

poor/fair 

poor/ poor 

poor /poor 

13  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15.  3.00-21  and  ED-2,  4.60-18 

poor/ poor 

poor/ poor 

poor /poor 

poor /poor 

HARD  PACK  MX  TRACK  RATING 

Pre-corner 

Cornering 

Confidence 

Overall 

control 

control 

In  tire 

handling  i 

pro-1  /  pro-2 

pro-1  /  pro-2 

pro-1  /  pro-2 

pro-1  /  pro-2  S 

1  Pirelli  MT16,  3.00-21  and  4.00-18 

ex/ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

ex/ex 

1  Metzeler  3.00-21  and  110/90-18  

ex/ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

2  Hi-Point  Red  Dot,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18   

 good /ex 

ex/ex 

good /ex 

good /ex 

3  Goodyear  MXII,  3.00-21  and  4.75-18   

 good /ex 

good /ex 

good /ex 

good /ex 

3  Metzeler  3.25-21  and  4.50-18   

good/good 

good /good 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

4  Yokohama  902,  3.00-21  and  907,  5.00-18   

good /good 

good /ex 

good /ex 

good /good  I 

5  Dunlop  K190,  3.00-21  and  4.60-18   

good /good 

good /ex 

good /good 

good /good  1: 

6  Pirelli  MT25.  3.00-21  and  4.50-18   

 good /good 

good/good 

good /good 

good /good  t 

6  Goodyear  MXII.  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 

good /good 

good/good 

good /good 

good /good  k 

7  Dick  Cepek  Teraflex,  5.00-18  and  Metzeler  3.25-21 

fair/good 

poor /good 

poor /ex 

poor /ex 

8  IRC  GS45X,  3.00-21  and  GS56F,  5.10-18 

good/good 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good  t 

9  Dunlop  K190,  3.25-21  and  K88HT,  5.10-18   

good /good 

fair/good 

good /good 

good /good  t 

10  Trelleborg  T644,  3.50-21  and  5.50-18   

poor/good 

fair/good 

fair /good 

fair/good 

11  Bridgestone  M808,  3.00-21  and  M20,  5.10-18 

fair/good 

poor /good 

fair/good 

fair /good 

12  IRC  GS45X,  3.00-21  and  GS45V.  4.50-18   

fair/good 

fair/ fair 

fair/fair 

fair/good 

13  Bridgestone  M808,  3.00-21  and  M18,  5.10-18 

fair/good 

fair /good 

fair /fair 

fair /fair 

14  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15,  3.00-21  and  M-16,  5.10-18 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

15  Barum  S28,  3.25-21  and  4.75-18 

poor /poor 

fair/fair 

poor /poor 

fair/fair 

16  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15,  3.00-21  and  ED-2,  4.60-18 

poor/ poor 

poor/fair 

poor/fair 

poor/fair 

17  Nankang  3.00-21  and  5.00-18 

 poor/ poor 

poor /poor 

poor/ poor 

poor/ poor 

17  Yokohama  902,  3.00-21  and  907.  5.50-18 

poor/ poor 

poor/poor 

poor /poor 

poor /poor 

rLAT  TnAdV  HATINu 

Pre-corner 

Cornering 

Confidence 

Overall 

control 

control 

In  tire 

handling  i 

pro-1  /  pro-2 

pro-1  /  pro-2 

pro-1  /  pro-2 

pro-1/ pro-2  S 

1  Pirelli  MT16.  3.00-21  and  4.00-18   

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

ex/ex 

2  Metzeler  3.25-21  and  4.50-18 

ex/ex 

good /ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

2  Pirelli  MT25,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18   

good /ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

ex /ex 

3  Dick  Cepek  Teraflex,  5.00-18  and  Metzeler  3.25-21 

good /ex 

good /ex 

good /ex 

good /ex 

3  Trelleborg  T644,  3.50-21  and  5.50-18   

good /ex 

good /ex 

good /ex 

good /ex 

4  Goodyear  MXII.  3.00-21  and  4.75-18   

 good/good 

ex /ex 

good /good 

good /good  t 

5  Metzeler  3.00-21  and  1 1 0/90-1 8   

good /good 

fair /good 

good /ex 

good /ex 

6  Nankang  3.00-21  and  5.00-18 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good  t 

6  Dunlop  K190.  3.25-21  and  K88HT.  5.10-18   

good /good 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good  1: 

7  IRC  GS45X,  3.00-21  and  GS56F,  5.10-18   

good /good 

fair/fair 

good /good 

good /good  I 

7  IRC  GS45X,  3.00-21  and  GS45V,  4.50-18 

fair/fair 

good /good 

good /good 

good /good  1 

8  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15,  3.00-21  and  M-16,  5.10-18 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

8  Goodyear  MXII,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18 

 fair/fair 

fair /fair 

fair /fair 

fair/fair 

8  Bridgestone  (claw)  M-15,  3.00-21  and  ED-2,  4.60-18 

 fair/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

9  Bridgestone  M808,  3.00-21  and  M20,  5.10-18 

fair/fair 

poor/ poor 

fair/fair 

fair/fair 

10  Barum  S28,  3.25-21  and  4.75-18   

 fair/good 

poor/fair 

poor/fair 

poor/fair 

11  Bridgestone  M808,  3.00-21  and  M-18,  5.10-18   

poor/ poor 

fair/fair 

poor/fair 

poor/fair 

12  Hi-Point  Red  Dot,  3.00-21  and  4.50-18   

fair/fair 

poor /poor 

poor/ poor 

poor /poor 

13  Yokohama  902,  3.00-21  and  907,  5.50-18   

 poor /poor 

poor/poor 

poor /poor 

poor /poor 

13  Dunlop  K190.  3.00-21  and  4.60-18  

 poor/poor 

poor/ poor 

poor /poor 

poor/poor 

13  Yokohama  902.  3.00-21  and  907.  5.00-18   

 poor/poor 

poor /poor 

poor /poor 

poor /poor 
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Scott  IWIotocross  Boots 

They're  Expensive.  They're  Complicated. And  They  Work. 


^  cott  motocross  boots  may  have  re- 
^  ceived  the  most  preproduction  pub- 
"  licity  of  any  motorcycle  accessory  in 
ry.  Handmade  prototypes  were  being 
and  evaluated  by  guys  like  Gerrit 
ink,  Mark  Blackwell,  Danny  LaPorte 
Bob  Hannah  for  a  couple  of  years 
'e  the  boots  went  on  sale.  Almost 
'  test  session  furnished  input  about 
to  make  them  better.  After  more  than 
'ears  of  development  and  15  different 
gurations,  Scott  USA  finalized  the 
,n. 

Dtt  Boyer  of  Scott  USA  guided  the 
project.  He  is  an  avid  biker  and  expert 
ro  rider  so  the  basic  design  of  compo- 
i  reflects  more  than  just  the  moto- 
er's  desires. 

3tt  USA  already  produced  fine  plastic 
joots.  and  felt  motorcycle  boots 
Idn't  be  a  whole  lot  different.  Had 
realized  the  difficulties,  the  Scott  plas- 
3ot  probably  wouldn't  exist.  Making 
rcycle  boots  from  plastic  poses  design 
lems  because  of  the  need  for  ankle 
:ment.  Where  a  ski  boot  needs  a  good 

ankle  and  movement  is  sUght.  this 
design  makes  bike  riding  almost  im- 
ble.  The  simple  and  easy  solution 
d  have  been  a  straight  pivot  at  each 
of  the  ankle.  But  Scott's  quest  for 
ction  led  to  development  of  their 
ited  Floating  Hinge  for  forward, 
ward  and  lateral  movement.  This 
je  hinge  system  duplicates  the  move- 

of  the  human  ankle  and  it  is  placed 
le  outside  of  the  lower  boot  shell  to 
nt  ankle  injuries  and  bruises, 
e  lower  part  of  the  boot  also  required 
ecial  design  so  ankle  movement 
dn't  be  hampered.  Where  the  lowers 
d  up  into  the  upper,  plastic  hinges 
developed.  The  rear  portion  proved 
r  than  the  front.  Hinging  at  the  rear 
iccomplished  by  notching  the  exten- 
so  it  could  fold  easily.  The  front 
red  more  movement  than  the  rear  and 
arate  tongue  with  a  plastic  hinge,  was 
oped. 

)tt  felt  conventional  buckle  designs 
unsatisfactory  for  a  motorcycle  boot, 
are  easily  bent,  fouled  or  removed  by 
1.  tree  stumps  and  rocks.  Ski  boot  type 
les  were  also  considered  too  protru- 
Clearly  the  Scott  boot  needed  a 
le  system  that  would  be  an  integral 
of  the  boot.  Designing  a  non-obtru- 
system  that  didn't  come  unhooked 
ig  the  heat  of  competition  took  many 
i  of  R  and  D  time. 


EVALUATION 


The  Scott  plastic  boot  is  a  totally  new  design. 


Many  different  sole  materials  and 
shapes  were  tried  and  discarded  before  a 
rounded,  replaceable  rubber  compound 
was  chosen.  It  is  a  clever  design  that  elimi- 
nates the  problem  steel  toe  piece  of  normal 
MX  boots.  The  rubber  sole  is  molded  to 
include  a  toe  cap.  The  troublesome  metal 
toe  guard  on  leather  boots  keeps  the  sole 
from  being  torn  apart  but  they  are  difficult 
to  keep  on  the  boot.  The  Scott  design  does 
the  same  job,  but  better,  and  without  the 
constant  maintenance. 

Even  the  sizing  of  the  Scott  boots  is 
unique.  Two  shell  sizes  are  used:  the  small 
size  takes  booties  for  size  7.  8.  9  and  10;  the 
large  shell  is  sized  with  II.  12  and  13 
booties.  This  reduces  the  cost  of  molds  and 
reduces  the  stock  a  dealer  needs  to  carry. 
By  stocking  a  pair  of  each  size  shell  and 
one  each  of  the  booty  sizes,  he  can  fit 
almost  any  customer  that  walks  through 
his  door. 

The  production  Scott  boot  is  made  from 
several  different  materials,  none  of  them 
leather  The  red  parts  are  polyurethane 
plastic,  the  blue  is  polypropolene  plastic, 
the  waterproof  lining  is  nylon,  booties  are 
foam  rubber,  and  ankle  pivots,  rivets  and 
fastener  loops  are  made  from  stainless 
steel. 

They  have  a  few  flaws  yet,  despite  the 
extensive  testing  and  prototyping.  First 
they  don't  feel  like  normal  leather  boots. 
In  fact  much  of  the  feel  is  gone  when 
wearing  them.  Scott's  booklet  fully  ex- 
plains how  to  fit  the  boots  and  warns,  "they 
are  different,  give  yourself  some  time  to  get 
used  to  them  before  you  try  to  set  a  hot  lap 
at  your  favorite  track." 

The  time  it  takes  to  get  used  to  the  Scotts 
varies  with  the  individual.  Some  people 
adapt  within  a  few  hours,  some  a  few  days. 
Strangely,  the  feel  through  the  top  of  the 
ribbed  left  boot  (the  ribs  are  to  prevent 
slipping  on  the  shift  lever)  is  better  than 
through  the  soles.  Stalled  engines  and 
missed  shifts  are  common  until  a  rider 
adapts.  Even  then  an  occasional  downshift 
may  be  missed  in  wet  riding  as  the  rubber 
soles  are  very  slippery  against  a  wet  shift 
lever  rubber. 

The  person  who  wears  a  size  10  won't 
notice  much  exterior  size  difference,  but 
one  who  wears  a  size  7  or  8  will  feel  like  his 
feet  have  suddenly  grown  several  sizes 
since  the  shell  is  the  same  size  as  a  10. 

The  plastic  uppers  on  the  Scotts  have  an 
abrasive  effect  on  most  motorcycle  side 
number  plates. 

Next  on  the  list  of  complaints  is  heat.> 


by  Ron  Griewe 


DECEMBER  1979/49 


Cutaways  of  the  Scott  boot  srto  w  the  waterproof  upper  liner  and  the  sizing  bootie  in  the  lowi 


Strap  closures  are  an  integral,  non-protru- 
sive part  of  the  boot 


Sizing  booties  cut  inventory  at  retail  outlets  and  a  growing  person  can  let  his  boots  grow  wi 
him. 


rhey  don't  breath  like  cowhide  and  ine 
iccumulated  perspiration  can't  escape, 
rhus  their  waterproof  claim  almost  works 
igainst  them.  Might  as  well  be  wet  from 
reek  water  as  sweat.  After  a  hard  day's 
ide  in  hot  weather,  it  is  possible  to  accu- 
nulate  about  a  half  pint  of  water  in  each 
»oot.  We've  considered  drilling  a  couple  of 
Irain  holes  in  each  boot  to  let  the  trapped 
>erspiration  out! 

Repair  is  the  next  problem.  Although 
icott  sells  a  dealer  repair  kit  to  cover 
)uckle  parts  and  minor  problems,  sole 
eplacement  requires  shipping  them  back 
0  Scott's  service  center.  Turn  around  time 
5  claimed  to  be  only  two  weeks.  Even  so.  a 
ider  could  be  forced  to  dig  out  his  old 
gather  jobs  until  the  plastics  are  returned, 
-uckily  repair  shouldn't  be  required  often. 
Ve  had  a  major  problem  with  one  pair  of 
»urs.  The  right  boot  broke  in  the  instep 
.rea  from  kick  starting  a  450  Maico.  The 
me  that  broke  was  an  early  production 
)air  and  Scott  has  since  increased  the 
)lastic  thickness  in  this  area  of  the  boot. 
Ve  pulled  the  nylon  liner  loose  from  the 
ower  shell  on  the  same  pair,  but  we  feel 


this  was  caused  from  carrying  the  boots  by 
the  liners.  Our  fault,  not  the  boots. 

So  much  for  the  negative  aspects.  Now 
the  good  stuff. 

Probably  the  biggest  reason  for  wearing 
boots  while  riding  motorcycles  is  the  pro- 
tection they  provide.  And  the  Scott  boots 
provide  the  wearer  with  superior  protec- 
tion, in  our  opinion.  The  sole  is  shaped 
and  rounded  so  it  glides  over  the  ground 
instead  of  catching  on  it  and  kicking  your 
foot  back.  The  polyurelhane  lower  is 
nearly  crush-proof  and  comparable  to  en- 
casing your  foot  in  a  plastic  cast.  And  the 
upper  is  nearly  as  strong.  If  a  hard  blow, 
such  as  a  thrown  rock  or  crashed  bike, 
contacts  the  Scott  boot,  the  force  of  the 
blow  is  spread  across  a  wide  area  of  the 
boot  and  thus  partially  absorbed.  The 
plastic  doesn't  dent  like  leather  and  most 
encounters  with  objects  go  almost  un- 
noticed. The  thick  foam  sizing  liner  fur- 
ther isolates  the  wearer's  foot  from  harm 
and  furnishes  a  snug,  comfortable  fit. 

Most  riders  notice  a  big  difference  in 
shock  transmitted  back  through  (he  foot 
pegs  when  wearing  Scotts.  It  is  especially 


noticeable  over  large  jumps.  The  boot  sh 
spreads  the  load  over  the  whole  bottom 
the  boot,  eliminating  the  sharp  blow  to  t 
instep. 

Forget  the  messy  oiling  and  waterprot 
ing  leather  requires.  Just  hose  the  mud  a 
dirt  off.  and  hang  them  up  to  dry.  1  f  you  i 
in  a  hurry,  remove  the  bootie  so  it  can  c 
quicker.  After  they  dry,  squirt  a  little  / 
mor  All  or  other  comparable  chemical 
them.  The  plastic  will  never  get  wati 
logged  or  deteriorate  from  water  exposu 
Theoretically  one  pair  of  Scott  boc 
should  last  almost  indefinitely  with  mi: 
mal  care  and  repair.  One  of  our  origit 
pair  has  been  worn  by  a  pro  motocros; 
for  six  months  with  zero  repair. 

With  a  retail  price  of  $180,  they  are 
cheap.  Not  initially  anyway.  But  over 
period  of  a  couple  of  years  a  rider  coi 
come  out  way  ahead.  With  some  leath 
boots  going  for  $130,  and  needing  replat 
ment  up  to  three  times  a  year  at  the  p 
motocross  level,  the  Scotts  start  soundi 
like  a  bargain.  We  have  used  our  plas 
Scotts  for  six  months  now  and  the  I 
riders  wouldn't  be  without  them. 
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THIS  OASSK  BEm 


TNECBTSOK. 

February  1969.  The  International  Motor- 
cycle Show.  Gleaming  in  the  spotlight,  a  revolu- 
tion, a  masterpiece  in  motorcycles.  The  crowds 
gape.  The  critics  stare.  A  750.  Four  cylinders. 
Four  pipes.  For  the  new  generation  of  riders. 

From  Honda. 

A  legend  is  born.  The  first  superbike. 
The  classic  motorcycle  of  the  70's. 

Then  in  1979,  Honda  engineers  ushered 
in  a  new  era,  with  a  new  750. 

And  now  the  1980  CB750K  is  here.  A 
classic  for  the  80's. 

Look  at  the  engine.  The  original  Honda 
single  overhead  cam  4-stroke  750  turned 
out  to  be  incredibly  strong.  Some  said  bullet- 
proof. And  now,  you  can  have  a  completely 
rethought  version  of  that  original  powerhouse. 
This  one  comes  from  the  advanced  technology 


Honda  developed  for  the  RGB  racers;  those 
incredible  machines  that  dominated  Europear 
endurance  racing  for  three  years  in  a  row. 

The  GB750K  engine  sports  double  over 
head  cams,  four  valves  per  cylinder,  four  30  rr 
GV  carbs  with  an  accelerator  pump  and  a 
host  of  state-of-the-art  goodies  like  point- 
less inductive  ignition  and  combustion 
efficient  Pentroof™  cylinder  heads.  Power 
pours  out  of  it,  smoothly,  quickly, 
responsively.  It's  a  versatile 
engine,  eager  and  easy  for 
street  cruising  and  cross 
country  touring.  The  same 
engine  that  flashes  the 
1980  GB750K  through 
the  quarter  mile  in  a 
very  big  hurry. 


ALWAYS  WEAR  A  HELMET  AND  EYE  PROTECTION. 

Specifications  subject  to  change  without  notice.  ©  1979  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc. 

For  a  free  brochure,  see  your  Honda  Dealer.  Or  write:  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.  Dept.  21294,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247. 


SARoaar. 


In  the  handling  department,  this  new 
itorcycle  shows  a  decade  of  change  as  well, 
iturdy  double-cradle  frame,  needle  bear- 
:  swing  arm  pivot,  smooth  front  forks,  and 
Honda's  two-stage  rear  shocks  with  five 
.    spring  preload  settings  put  you  in  control 
-      of  an  agile  machine  that  responds. 

Truly  responds.  To  take  you  through 
jjjk     two-lane  twisties  to  broad,  sweeping 
V     interstates.  And  the  thoughtfully  con- 
W    toured  plush  saddle  means  you'll  ride 
W '   comfortably,  as  well  as  quickly. 


Rider  convenience  has  been  carefully 
considered.  The  new  CB750K's  instrument 
panel  speaks  at  a  glance.  A  pushbutton  han- 
dles tripmeter  resets.  Not  far  away  is  the  choke 
control,  fuse  box  and  integrated  ignition/fork 
lock.  Honda's  had  the  foresight  to  help  your 
hindsight  with  exclusive-design  vibration- 
resistant  mirrors. 

A  LEGBMD  M  THE  MAKIHe. 

And  so,  while  the  original  Honda  750 
set  all  the  standards  for  superbike  perform- 
ance, the  new  CB750K  seems  to  be  setting 
them  again.  Comfort.  Speed.  Handling. 
Performance.  Reliability.  And  the  deep,  sweet 
sound  of  the  now  familiar  Honda  four  pipes. 

A  contemporary  classic  is  yours  for  the 
riding.  The  1980  Honda  CB750K. 

HONDA. 

fOUOIIIflNElE4DEK 


i 


nUSOASSKBEm 


THE  €8650. 

Even  at  rest  it  seems  alive.  Poised. 
Shimmering.  Bristling  with  an  aura  of  two- 
wheeled  greatness — past,  present,  and  still 
to  come.  A  classic. 

Classic  simplicity.  Classic  proportions. 
Classic  teardrop  tank  and  striping.  Wherever 
you  roll,  the  1980  CB650  singles  you  out  as  a 
rider  with  a  sharply  defined  taste  for  traditional 
elegance — as  well  as  arm-straightening 
performance. 

One  look  tells  the  story.  And  that's  pre- 


cisely why  the  new  CB650  will  always  rate 
more  than  just  one  look.  It's  got  a  combination 
of  grace,  gloss  and  guts  that  compels  the  eye, 
Any  eye.  Anywhere.  Whether  you're  stylin' 
down  the  boulevard  or  unwinding  some 
mountain  road. 

But  they  better  look  quick,  or  you'll  be 
outtasight.  The  CB650's  sleek,  traditional 
styling  is  matched  to  another  great  tradition, 
one  that  we  started — the  overhead  cam 
4-stroke,  4-cylinder  engine.  An  up-to-the- 
minute  refinement  of  the  famous  Honda  fours 
that  opened  new  frontiers  with  their  breath- 
taking performance  and  rock-like  reliability. 

At  627  cc  this  Honda  four  pumps  out 
the  same  kind  of  smooth,  potent  go-power  that 
changed  the  world  of  two  wheels.  Plenty  of  it. 
With  four  26  mm  carbs,  for  economical  opera- 
tion. An  accelerator  pump,  for  instant  throttle 
response.  And  sure-firing  pointless  inductive 
ignition  that  never  needs  adjustment. 

Match  this  power  to  a  frame/suspension 


ALWAYS  WEAR  A  HELMET  AND  EYE  PROTECTION.  '      "       '      -      '  \-' ' 

Specifications  subject  to  change  without  notice.  ©  1979  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.     .       -'  .•- 
For  a  free  brochure,  see  your  Honda  Dealer.  Or  write:  Annerican  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept.  21294,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247. 


SAKHOCKOUT. 


kage  that's  a  lot  lighter  than  its  nearest  ••^-v 
r-cylinder  competition,  and  you've  got  a 
/  dimension  in  middleweight  street  quick, 
inks  to  a  knockout  power  to  weight  ratio. 

PaLTHE  DIFFEREMCB. 

But  stoplight-to-stopiight  is  only  part  of  it. 
e  the  CB650  out  on  your  favorite  stretch  of 
;k  road  and  see  how  the  rigid  double-cradle 
ne,  low-stiction  forks,  and  two-stage  shocks 
D  you  unkink  the  twisties.  The  engine  is 
row,  to  give  you  outstanding  cornering  clear- 
e.  And  there's  plenty  of  stopping  power — 
1  a  powerful  front  disc  brake  and  big  rear 
m — to  match  the  go. 

Now  tackle  the  interstate,  and  feel  how 
pension  and  a         stylish  stepped  saddle 
ibine  to  isolate  _        you  from  the  myriad 


jolts  and  bumps  of  freeway  riding.  It  won't  take 
you  long  to  realize  that  smooth  isn't  confined  to 
the  CB650's  classic  good  looks. 

But  the  essential  quality  common  to 
all  true  classics  is  that  they  stand  the  test  of 
time.  That's  what  makes  this  Honda  a  classic, 
well  beneath  its  meticulous  finish.  And  well 
beyond  the  ordinary  run  of  middleweight 
street  machinery. 

Think  of  the  Honda  CB650  as  an 
uncommonly  traditional  classic.  As  uncommon, 
in  fact,  as  the  men  who  ride  it. 

HoninA. 

FOLUm  THE  LEADER. 


ISQVARNA 


It'll  Win  on  the  Track,  But  It's  Flawed 
by  Small  Diameter  Forks  and 
^        —  „,  Lack  of  Visual  Trickery 


■  Husqvarna  made 
major  changes  to  the 
frames  of  their  moto- 
cross  and  off-road/ 
enduro  bikes  last  year. 
Refinement  of  that 
design  is  Husqvarna's 
theme  for  the  1980 
models. 

A  larger  displace- 
ment open  class  engine  was  rumored  but 
didn't  appear.  Our  test  bike  is  a  390  with 
5mm  larger  transmission  shafts  (25mm  in 
1980  vs.  20mm  in  1979).  The  larger  size 
extends  the  full  length  of  the  shafts,  greatly 
increasing  strength,  and  requires  counter 
shaft  sprockets  with  larger  centers— so 
Husqvarna  thoughtfully  supplies  a  selec- 
tion of  sprockets  with  each  new  bike.  The 
counter  shaft  sprockets  themselves  are 
held  on  the  splined  shaft  with  a  light  and 
simple  snap  ring,  making  gear  swapping 
easy.  The  centercase  castings  are  thicker 
and  transmission  gears  are  also  new.  Ratios 
are  the  same  as  last  year  but  the  centers  are 
larger  to  fit  the  larger  shafts  and  different 
splining.  Additionally,  the  four  engage- 
ment dogs  (there  were  five  previously)  have 
been  made  bigger  and  deeper.  Fewer  en- 
gagement dogs  make  gear  lock-up  quicker, 
resulting  in  faster  shifts  with  less  effort. 
The  larger  and  deeper  dogs  are  stronger 
and,  combined  with  the  larger  transmis- 
sion shafts,  should  eliminate  Husky's  past 
problem  with  broken  gears  and  shafts. 

The  thicker  center  case  castings  are 
stronger  and  an  additional  web  beefs  up 
the  area  behind  and  below  the  cylinder. 
We  hoped  the  new  cases  meant  primary 
kick  starting  had  finally  been  added,  but 
no  such  luck.  Searching  for  neutral  to 
restart  a  stalled  engine  is  still  required,  and 
Husky  gets  the  award  for  the  weirdest 
shaped  kick  starter  again  this  year.  Some 
problems  with  bending  have  been  experi- 
enced in  the  past,  so  the  '80  has  been 
redesigned  but  the  strange  shape  stays.  In 
all  fairness,  it  does  the  job  it  was  designed 
to  do— start  the  engine.  It  gives  good  lever- 
age and  the  starter's  foot  doesn't  hit  the 
foot  peg.  Even  a  lightweight  can  kick  over 
an  open  class  Husky. 

Primary  drive  is  by  straight-cut  gear  as 
Husky  two-strokes  have  always  been  and 
their  distinctive  whine  can  sometimes  be 
heard  before  the  exhaust  blast.  Rubber 
pads  are  built  into  the  back  of  the  clutch 
hub  to  cancel  shock  to  the  transmission 
and  multi-plate  clutch,  and  clutch  pull  is 
smooth  and  light. 

Ignition  is  by  Motoplat  and  a  lighting 
coil  is  furnished  in  case  the  owner  decides 
to  use  the  big  Husky  for  a  play  or  enduro 
bike. 

The  384cc  powerplant  has  an  83mm 
bore  and  71mm  stroke.  The  cylinder  liner 
is  iron  and  Husky  stocks  Mahle  single  ring 
pistons  in  three  over-bore  sizes.  Cylinder 
porting  is  the  same  as  last  year  but  quality 
control  at  the  casting  plant  and  more  care- 
ful final  aligning  results  in  a  broader  and 
smoother  power  band.  Cylinder  fins  have  a> 
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i'.erial 


Husky's  390  engine  is  smooth  and  strong.  Both  transmission  shafts  have  been  increased  5mm  in 
diameter  and  the  gears  have  larger,  stronger  engagement  dogs. 


Plastic  side  cover  replaces  the  heat  shield  of  Handlebars  are  rubber  mounted  and  shaped 
1979.  Seat  is  reshaped,  rear  frame  loop  elimi-  right.  Control  cables  route  neatly  behind  the  num- 
nated  and  new  rear  fender  for  1980.  ber  plate. 


cast-in  bar  that  ties  the  fins  together 
strength  so  engine  vibration  won't  cai 
them  to  crack  and  break  off.  The  radial 
finned  head  has  a  hemispherical  combi 
tion  chamber  and  centered  spark  plug. 

Carburetion  is  via  a  38mm  Mikuni  a 
six-petal  reed  valve.  The  choke  is  actival 
by  a  lever  and  jetting  on  our  test  bike  w 
spot  on. 

A  single  wall,  down  around  and  o\ 
pipe,  with  the  same  dimensions  as  h 
year,  ends  in  a  silencer  that  does  a  betii 
than-average  job  of  quieting  the  big  i\s 
stroke's  bark. 

Most  of  the  hardware  on  the  new  C 
looks  like  its  1979  counterpart.  Excepiio 
are  the  seat  and  rear  fender.  The  seat 
squared  off  and  less  rounded.  Likewise,  t 
rear  fender  is  more  squared  and  the  rc 
frame  loop  has  been  eliminated- the  rc 
fender  now  bolts  to  the  seat  atlachmc 
strap.  The  troublesome  steel  seat  base 
the  past  has  finally  been  changed  to  plas 
and  the  front  of  the  base  has  a  slit  tli 
slides  onto  a  frame  protrusion.  It's  mu 
easier  to  use  than  the  old  bolt  and  n 
attachment. 

The  heat  shield  has  been  removed  fro 
the  rear  section  of  the  pipe  in  favor  ol 
plastic  side  cover.  The  cover  fits  well  ai 
lends  a  modern  look,  but  unforuinait 
Husky  didn't  design  it  with  an  FIM-le^ 
side  plate.  Instead,  the  390  has  the  sar 
flat,  bolt-on  side  number  plates  used  U 
year.  The  right  side  plate  isn't  as  objectio 
able  as  the  left,  which  bolts  to  the  silenc 
and  protrudes  several  inches.  Heat  fro 
the  silencer  quickly  burned  a  large  hole 
the  front  of  the  plate,  which  then  fell  u 
After  losing  two  left  side  plates  we  put  t 
third  one  on  with  rubber  grommets  b 
tween  the  muffler  and  plastic  plate.  1  h 
solved  the  problem  but  a  quality  bike  11 
the  CR  deserves  better,  integral  numb 
plates. 

A  beautiful  2.2  gal.  aluminum  fuel  tai 
with  unpainted  sides  looks  like  Hus 
tanks  of  last  year,  but  fuel  capacity  h 
been  increased  slightly,  and  the  rear  str; 
mount— the  one  that  used  to  cut  the  fro 
of  the  seat  cover— has  been  replaced  wit! 
strap  that  hooks  around  the  frame  bek 
the  rear  of  the  tank.  The  gas  cap  is  t 
same  one  used  by  Husky  since  the  begi 
ning  of  time.  It  looks  nice,  but  only  one 
10  seals  right.  Our  test  machine  had  one 
the  worst  we  have  encountered,  it  leak( 
profusely.  We  replaced  it  with  a  Petty  c, 
and  cured  the  problem.  No  big  thing,  Ji 
one  that  has  gone  on  for  too  long. 

Husqvarna  introduced  a  new  supc 
strong  Swedish  chrome-moly  frame  I; 
year  and  the  same  frame  is  used  in  19J 
the  only  change  being  removal  of  the  re 
frame  loop.  It  is  a  large  single  down-tu 
design  with  two  large  backbone  tubi 
Triangulation  under  the  seat  is  good  ai 
the  design  allows  for  a  real  airbox,  a  li 
for  Husky  last  year.  The  air  cleaner 
made  from  a  quality  foam,  and  removi 
or  replacing  it  takes  only  a  few  secon( 
The  only  problem  with  the  design  is  t 
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BELL 

MILMITS^ 


MEETS  SNELL  76,  D.O.T.  AND  A.N,S.I. 
SAFETY  STANDARDS 


"NEP"  CRUISE  CONTROL 


Star  II 


R«<luc«  throttle  hand  ttrain  and  fttrgiM  with  a  NEP 
cuIh  control.  No  grip  change,  iratalli  in  nttnuttt. 
(wrarKh  and  ta«v  to  to4loiM  mitructioni  andOMd) 
Slror>g.  mad«  of  DuPonI  ZYTEL  ®ST  nylon  MotMi 
awatlabia  for  dual  Ihroltk  cabia  and  lingla  cabla 
motorcycle*. 


Con«truct«l  of  aircraft  quality  fibarslau  ihell  and  expanded 
polyttyrsTM  foam  lirwr.  Spaciallv  datignad  nylon-covared  pad- 
dir>9  providat  a  comfortaMa  poiitiwa-f it  halmat  potition  for 
additional  ufaty. 

TTw  Slar  It  it  idaal  for  waaran  of  aye  glewes  and  lh«  new  iup«' 
tough  .060  thick  ac«tat«  tfiiaM  vvhtch  comes  with  tf»«  helmei 
addi  axtri  protection  againti  flying  rocttt  and  dabrit. 

Availabia  in  StiQdard  White,  Jet  Black.  International  Orange 
Of  Yellow  color. 


7»«022 


CruiM  Control.  Dual  Cable  Throttie 
Cruiie  Control.  Single  CaWa  Throtlla 


TRESTOLITE" 
ELECTRONIC  IGNITION 

The  \iM  lune-up  kn  your  road  rriachine  will  aver  need. 
Cuilom  er>gine«red  lo  provide  (alter  itarti.  mamten- 
arKc  free  operation  »nd  (u«l  economy.  Replaces 
CMisting  components.  r>o  "btdck-box'  add-on, 

Perl  No.  Application 

4038  Fits  350,  400.  500.  550  and  750  cc  four 
cylinder  Honda  models 

4039  Fits  450,  SOOcc  twimand  GL  1000 
Honda  models 

4041       Fill  Harlrv  Davidson  Sportsier  and 

"74"  models   All  years. 
4043      Fitt900and  lOOOcc  four  cylinder 

Kawasaki  models. 


rE  FRONT  SAFETY  BARS 
LETE  WITH  FOOTRESTS 

1  1/4"  Die  Tubular  SieaJ  Froni 
;ompleie  with  Rigid  Fool  Hesis 

■ill 

:6  7501KS«ietl  Honda 
:B  460.  CB  SOOT  Honda 
B  360F,  CB-400f  Honda 
B  bbO  CB  550F  Honda 
B  400A  Tl  ,  T2  Honda 
X  500  Yanvha 
X  650  Yamaha 
Z  400  Kawasaki 


CONNECTICUT  CYCLE 
ENGINE  CASE  GUARDS 


Perlf-ct  litting  cliiumi^  vnqint;  case  guards  l(x 
GL  lOOOgolii  MMHi  modflf 


Pan  No     Rcf  No 


02B4    71?00  h..mOj  GL  1000.  }9JS/T8 


$69.95 


2.59 


$21.55 


$44.95 


FLAT  PROOF 


D€LUXe  DUAL  RAIL  TYPE 


Honda  GL  1000 

Hond.  CB  750f ,  CB  760  K  S«.n  1969/78 
Honda  CB  SWF.  CB550  K  S«iii!5 
HO.KH  CB  350f ,  CB  400F 
Kaon'ki  Z  1.  KZ  1000 
Ki»nak>  KZ  650 
Su/oV.  GS  400 
So/uki  GS  550 
Suiuk,  GS  750 


SMC/ACU-WELO 
BLACK  CUSTOM  SEATS       NO  BACK 

CUSTOM  SEATS 


Murmttnhn  liM  Itnlni.  -  FIM  Proof  i>r«  lailam  h.«  b 
vnym  to  Mkntnttt  tirt  faikjrtt  due  to  puncturas  OdofI 
nan.to>k,  non  flarranatila,  tnh  laalanl  inatanlly  provida 
aata.  liirwla  ml  for  purKturaa  up  to  I/B"  m  diameter  App 

balanea       ""  '*'" 

OOCm     Flat  Prool.  par  8  oi  iKiltIa 


24.50 


STAR-BRITE  PROTECTOR 


Star-Brite  Protector  putt  new  life  into  hard  and  wft 
ptastid.  rubber  and  vinyl.  It  fi^ti  weathering.  d«- 
coloretion.  fading,  drying  out  and  cracking.  Long  last 
ing,  one  application  laiti  for  monlhi.  Ecorromical. 
epproKimately  50  complete  cyde  applications  from 
every  bottk.  Easy  to  apply,  just  wipe  on. 


Redi-tie.  steel  tie  down  holder*.  Expand- 
able  core,  sure  grip,  eliminates  welding. 
Iratalli  in  tecorxli.  into  truck  rack  stack 
pockets.  Each 


5.50 


BUNQEE  CORDS 


TIE  DOWN  STRAPS 

Easily  attached,  heavy  duty.  7"  x  6  ft 
nylon  tie-down  streps  with  rugged  airci 
ttael  hooks.  Adiuitable  tension,  quick 
laaea  buchlet.  Par  pair 


9.90 


Hi{^  quatity  3/B"  diarrwter  elastic  burtgee  cords.  Stael 
cepped  er>ds -extra  strong  plaatic  coverad  hooks. 


0072 


Star  Britt  Protector 
B  oi  botties 


0083  H  0  Sportster  thru  early  197B 

0084  750K  Honda  1977/78 

0085  750K  Honda  1969/76 
OOee  CB400A,  n,  T2.  Honda 
0087  KZ900.  1000  Kawasaki 
0068  KZ  650  Kawasaki 
00B9  KZ400  Kawasaki 

0090  GS  750/550  Su2uki 

0091  GSIOOOSuiuki 

0092  XS  750  Yamaha 

0093  XS  650  Yamaha 


65.00 


3.25 


^R-BRITE  CYCLE  POLISH 

•  new  forrTMla  polish,  first  developed  for 
rcrafi   Oeem  and  polisfm  in  one  easy 
IS  and  gat  tanks  wipe  to  mirror  brilliarwa. 
en  with  diarrwnd-hard  protection.  Re- 
e  rust  and  oiidation  and  help*  prevent 
Makes  colon  emerge  rich  artd  lustrous 
I  lurfacn.  Uftatftctad  by  gas  or  oil  spiKi. 
■jini)  necessafy,  just  virtpe  on,  let  dry.  wipe 
s  no  waxes  or  lacquen 


ilar-Brlte  Cve*e  Polish 
3  OI  twnles 


2.95 


RAIN  WEAR 


3  PIECE  PVC  RAIN  SUIT 

»ater  proof  rain  suit  designed  for  the 
Electro- thermo  welded  teams  lo  insur 
rotection  agetrat  toul  weather, 

!s  Star>dup  coller.  outiide  Velcro® 
flap.  lipper  front.  Adjustable  wrists 
g  waist. 

I :  Elaatic  waist,  ankle  closures  and 

raps, 

matching  carry  bag. 
Cdor 


Yellow  Rain  Suit 
Yellow  Rain  Suit 
Yellow  Rain  Suit 
Large  Yellow  Rain  Suit 
III  Orange  Rain  Suit 
lium  Orange  Rain  Suit 
ft  Orange  Rain  Suit 
Large  Orange  Rain  Suit 


CONNECTICUT  CYCLE 
TANK  BAG 

The  perfect  complement  for  the  CCA  tote  bag  when 
extra  storage  i»  necessary.  Attaches  in  saconds,  liti 
any  tank  witfi  protruding  filler  cap.  Corrwi  with  dear 
vinyl  pouch  for  maps  and  directions,  ptui  special 
sleeve  for  mounting  on  tube  type  ussy  bars. 


Part  No.     M.  No. 

0036     20010       Tank  Bag 


29.90 


DrvBkler 


ONE  PIECE  DRY  RIDER 
RAIN  SUITS 

Polyurethane  on  200  Denier  Nylon  malarial,  the  one 
piece  Dry  Rider  rain  suit  it  100%  water  proof,  nvhile 
offarlrvg  excaitent  wind  ar>d  tear  resistarKe. 

Exptn  tailoring  features  irxduda;  Ragland  type 
sleeves,  elastic  "take-up"  band  in  rear  waist,  comfort- 
able corduroylined  collar.  VELCRO®  closures,  chest 
pocket,  waterproof  side  slits  allowing  wearer  to  reach 
front  or  rear  pockets,  full  front  lippar  and  douWe 
storm  flaps. 

AvaHaba  in  yellow  only. 


"ClYMER"  MOTORCYCLE  MANUALS 


2230 
2231 
2233 
2233 


Small  Rair>  Suit 
Madium  Rain  Suit 
Larga  Rain  Suit 
Ex-Ljfga  Rain  Suit 


44.88 


KAWHSAKI 


ALL  MODELS 
PLEASE  SPECIFY 


7.40 


Uni-chrome  plated  iteet  mesh  folding  saddle  bask 
13H"  X  6X"x  B"dftep.  Ideal  for  moped  use. 

^■rt  No.  Fotding  Moped  Basket 

with  Mounting  Oamps  ( 


21.88 


^^  SEND  $5.00  FOR  OUR  400  PLUS  PAGE  CATALOl 
CALL  us  COLLECT  FOR  IMMEDIATE  DELIVERS 
M  Shop  All  You  Want,  But  Call  Us  First  -  WE  DEAL! 


lium 


18.88 


MPLETE  TUNE-UP  KITS 

all,  complete  lune^p  kits.  Finest  qual- 
ttingcompOTMntS.  equal  to  or  better 
tquipment  Kits  conuin  correct  rwrn- 
pki^  point!  ft  conderMars  for  models 


POSA  FOLDING  LOADING  RAMP 

Pota's  new  folding  loadirig  ramp.  Made  from  extruded 
aluminum  for  maxirnum  strength.  Good  lookirig  and 
lightweight.  Sliding  lock  lupport  rail  increases  strength 
over  conventional  rampi  without  ucrificir>g  the  con- 
venienoe  of  eesy  set-up  ar>d  iloragt  of  a  folding  ramp. 
Opam  to  full  6'  and  foMi  to  convenient  3*3". 

02S2      Folding  Loading  Remp 


JP  KITS  FROM 


6.00 


38.88 


if 


WESnRH  CYCLE  PRODUCTS 

r.  O.  BOX  336 
CARSON  CITY.  NEVADA  (STOI 
TELECHONE  (7021  SS3.22n 


WCP  Offers  Only 
QUALITY  Products. 


t  A  Call  For  All  Your  Accessory  Needs  Evan  If  You  Don't  See  It,  We  Have  It.  1^ 
TISFACTION  GUARANTEED  OR  YOUR  MONEY  TEARFULLY  REFUNDED. 


QUAN. 

ITEM  and  NO. 

SIZE 

COLOR 
lift  &  2nd  ch04Catl 

PRICC 

Nnada  mldonti  add  3M%  lalaa  ux                  Mi  6>  ShiMing 

(MtnimuFn  Jll 

□  Soataal  Haitdliog  &  OI«y  t1.S0  additional  (optlonall  TOTAL 

0  a. 
< 

1  I 

ui  — 

CUD 


7i? 
SO 

□□ 


Cl, 


Whether  you're  cruisin'  the  boulevard  or  riding  a  desert 
enduro,  to  see  and  be  seen,  trust  the  most  respected 
name  in  high-performance  motorcycle  lighting  —  Cibie! 

With  Cibie  quartz-halogen  motorcycle  lights,  you  never 
have  to  worry  about  overdriving  your  headlight  system. 
Cibie's  "Z"  BEAM,  for  example,  provides  a  brilliant,  care- 
fully controlled  low/high  beam  that  punches  out  four  times 
more  light  than  standard  cycle  lights.  You  have  to  see 
Cibie  lights  in  action  to  appreciate  their  unsurpassed 
optical  accuracy  and  quality  construction.  And  they  look 
great,  too! 

Cibie  offers  both  round  and  rectangular  lights  that'll 
give  your  iron  that  custom-look.  And  installation  takes 
only  minutes. 

All  Cibie  motorcycle  lights  comply  with  FMVSS  108  for 
street  use. 


KjKJ£^\JiJ  XlClip\,l    IWS^.f    v^L.    V^IClll  w^ll 

Michigan  48082,  (313)  294-1700 


Copyrighted  material 


Brake  pedal  and  foot  pegs  are  the  same  as 
before. 


'emote  reservoir  Ohiin  shocks  and  a  1.25  in.  longer  swing  arm  furnish  12.4  in.  of  rear  wfieel  travel.     Gasser.  Even  ttie  grips  are  good. 

It: 


HarKi  levers  are  Magura,  throttle  is  a  Gunnar 
ven  t 
:ST1 


eat  is  all-new  from  ttie  plastic  seat  base  Front  forks  still  utilize  35mm  stanchion  tutyes. 
p.  Shape  is  more  square  and  the  rear  fender  Lower  legs  have  1  in.  more  engagement.  Spring 
oltsto  it.  rate  and  damping  are  perfect. 


Ttie  quick  change  foam  filter  introduced  last  year 
remains. 


ick  of  a  drain  in  the  bottom  of  the  box. 
tepeated  water  crossings,  or  one  deep 
rossing,  will  fill  the  box  until  the  water  is 
Irawn  through  the  foam  filter.  Overlook- 
ig  such  an  important  function  of  the 
irbox  on  a  first  year  design  is  excusable; 
n  a  second  year  production  run.  it  isn't. 

Husqvarna  is  one  of  the  few  companies 
liat  hasn't  changed  their  swing  arm  mate- 
ial  to  aluminum.  It  remains  oval  shaped 
hrome-moly  steel.  For  1980  the  straight 
wing  arm  has  been  lengthened  1.25  in. 

The  rest  of  the  running  gear  hasn't 
hanged  much.  Wheels  are  still  21  in.  front 
nd  17  in.  rear.  Hubs  are  virtually  the 
ame.  Brakes  and  backing  plates,  ditto.  A 
ew  waterproof  rear  backing  plate  was 
umored  but  didn't  make  it  this  year. 
Vheel  rims  are  still  the  deep  center  jobs 
rom  Finland.  Last  year  a  problem  arose 
nom  improperly  prepared  rim  surfaces 
nd  the  gold  paint  flaked  from  some  rims, 
lusqvarna  offered  a  deal  on  replacements 
i  owners  of  affected  bikes,  though.  Now 
lat  the  paint  is  applied  at  their  Husqvarna 
ictory.  the  problem  is  said  to  be  cured, 
pokes  and  spoke  nipples  are  the  same  as 
efore.  but  higher  quality  materials  are 
sed  and  an  old  problem  with  isolated 
reakage  is  solved.  As  proof,  we  raced  and 
/on  the  open  pro  class  at  several  local 
lotocrosses,  and  the  spokes  didn't 
x)sen  once. 

Tires  are  Trelleborgs.  The  rear  works 


well  on  a  variety  of  terrain,  the  front  is  best 
changed  to  something  else. 

Chain  tension  is  taken  care  of  by  a  large, 
spring-loaded  roller.  After  using  one  of  the 
best  non-moving  tensioners  on  any  bike, 
Husky  has  taken  a  step  backward  to  a 
spring  loaded  unit.  We  didn't  have  any 
trouble  with  it  and  it  has  a  heavy  spring 
and  good  roller,  but  last  year's  design  was 
superior. 

Suspension  action  is  first  class  on  the 
CR.  Remote  reservoir,  dual  spring.  Ohlins 
and  the  longer  swing  arm  produce  12.4  in. 
of  perfect  rear  wheel  travel. 

Husqvarna-made  forks  are  u.sed  on  the 
front  of  the  open  class  stormer.  Travel  is 
11.8  in.  and  like  the  rear,  damping  and 
spring  rate  are  flawless.  The  stanchion  lube 
material  is  the  best  Swedish  chrome-moly 
tubing  available.  The  lower  fork  legs  are 
pressure  cast  from  magnesium  and  give  an 
inch  more  stanchion  tube  engagement 
than  last  year.  These  minor  changes  have 
cured  the  rubbery,  flexie  feel  the  '79  forks 
had.  The  bike  goes  exactly  where  pointed 
but  the  feedback  through  the  bars  isn't 
nearly  as  strong  as  it  is  on  bikes  that  use 
larger  diameter  tubes.  The  35mm  stan- 
chion tubes  look  too  small  for  the  big 
motocrosser  and  they  are.  The  forks  held 
up  well  until  one  of  our  pro  testers  entered 
a  local  stadium  event.  After  the  race,  the 
big  Husky  had  a  chopper  look.  The  fork 
tubes  had  bent  forward  just  below  the 


lower  triple  tree.  The  bending  had 
stretched  the  wheelbase  1.5  in.  Small  di- 
ameter stanchion  tubes  were  fine  when 
forks  had  6  in.  of  travel,  with  12  in.  they 
need  to  be  much  larger 

Husqvarna  isn't  convinced  larger  tubes 
are  better,  but  most  other  motorcycle  man- 
ufacturers are.  Suzuki  uses  38mm  stan- 
chion tubes  on  their  RM125  and  the  1980 
Maicos  are  supposed  to  come  with  42mm 
tubes.  We  can't  help  but  wonder  how  much 
better  the  big  Husky  would  be  with  40  or 
42mm  stanchions. 

Suspension  compliance  at  both  ends  is 
perfect.  Small  ripples  and  bumps  go  un- 
noticed. Large  whoops,  ditches,  ledges  and 
gulleys  can  be  taken  faster  than  most  riders 
are  capable  of  riding.  Neither  end  kicks  or 
jolts  the  rider  and  bottoming  is  very 
unusual. 

The  longer  swing  arm  helps  keep  the 
front  wheel  on  the  ground  during  starts  but 
it  can  still  be  lofted  at  will  with  a  quick  blip 
of  the  throttle.  The  longer  wheelbase  and 
stronger  forks  have  eliminated  the  "front 
wheel  flexed  or  lifted  over  the  berm"  prob- 
lem the  '79  390  CRs  had.  The  front  wheel 
stays  in  the  groove  and  the  rear  follows,  as 
it  should.  The  longer  swing  arm  has 
stretched  the  wheel  base  to  almost  60  in. 
Steering  rake  has  stayed  30.5°.  Even  so,  the 
big  bore  Husky  turns  well.  It  can  be 
pitched  into  a  tight  first  gear  hairpin  with 
minimum  effort  or  run  wide  open  in  sixth> 
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HUSOVARNA  CR300 


SPECIFICATIONS 

List  price   n/a 

Forl<  travel   11.8  in. 

Forl<  stanchion 

tube  diameter  35mm 

Rear  wheel 

travel  12.4  in. 

Front 

tire  3.50-21  Trelleborg 

Rear 

tire  5.00-1 7  Trelleborg 

Engine  two-stroke  Single 
Bore  X  stroke  ...  83  x  71mm 
Piston 

displacement   ...384cc 

Compression  ratio  ...11.5:1 

Claimed  power  na 

Claimed  torque   na 

Carburetion  .  38mm  Mikuni 

Ignition  Motoplat  GDI 

Lubication  system  ..premix 
Primary 

drive  straight-cut  gear 

Gear  ratios,  overall:1 

6th  7.19 

5th  8.13 

4th  9.64 

3rd  12.01 

2nd  15.76 

1st   21.78 

Oil  capacity  2  pt. 

Fuel  capacity  2.2  gal. 

Fuel  tank 

material  aluminum 

Swing  arm 

material  chrome- 

moly  steel 
Starter  kick 


Air  filtration  oiled  foam 

Frame 

material  chrome- 

moly  steel 

DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase  59.7  in. 

Seat  height   38.3  in. 

Seat  width   6.5  in. 

Seat  length   20.7  in. 

Seat  front  to  steering 

stem  center   15. 5  in. 

Handlebar  width     34.0  in. 

Footpeg  height   16.4  in. 

Footpeg  to 

seat  top   22.3  in. 


Footpeg  to  shift 

lever  center   5.8  in. 

Footpeg  to  brake 

pedal  center  5.3  in. 

Swing  arm  length  21.7  in. 
Swing  arm  pivot  to  drive 

sprocket  center  3.2  in. 
Gas  tank  filler 

hole  size  1 .6  in. 

Ground  clearance  13.3  in. 

Fork  rake  angle  30.5° 

Trail  6.0  in. 

Test  weight  (w/half 

tank  fuel)  244  lb. 

Weight  bias,  front/ 

rear  percent  46/54 


FEATURES 

Forks  adjustable 

with  air?  yes 

Rear  shock  damping 

adjustable?  yes, 

^  internally 
Rear  shocks 

rebuildable?  yes 

Prdvision  to  check 

transmission  oil 

level?  yes 

Does  owner's  manual 

show  how  to  disassemble 

complete  engine?   no 

Does  pipe  burn  rider?  yes 

Brake  pedal 
height  adjustable?  yes 


over  the  roughest  terrain  with  the  same 
good  manners. 

The  390  Husqvarna  engine  has  been 
refined  into  a  beautiful  powerplant.  Power 
is  smooth,  abundant,  responsive,  and  the 
power  band  starts  at  idle.  Starts  are  almost 
always  first  kick  once  you're  used  to  the 
oddly-shaped  kick  lever.  Shifting  is 
smooth,  positive  and  easy.  Gear  ratios  are 
perfect  and  the  six-speed  furnishes  one  for 
any  situation. 

Husky's  have  always  had  a  tall,  lean  feel 
to  them,  and  the  newest  is  no  exception. 
The  seat  height  is  a  whopping  38.3  in.  The 
narrow,  lean  look  is  further  enhanced 
when  looking  down  on  the  bike  from  the 
seating  position.  The  new  seat  is  more 
square,  like  most  of  the  Japanese  bikes, 
and  the  up-swoop  at  the  rear  is  gone.  The 
flatter,  reshaped  seat  makes  the  rider  feel 
more  on  lop  of  the  machine,  a  position 
preferred  by  most  modern  motocrossers. 
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Control  layout  is  typically  Husqvarna- 
perfect.  The  footpegs  are  placed  in  the 
right  position,  the  brake  pedal  is  under 
foot  when  needed,  the  bars  are  the  correct 
height  and  width.  Magura  dog-leg  hand 
levers  work  smoothly  and  the  throttle  is  a 
Gunnar  Gasser. 

Riding  a  Husky  is  different  from  riding 
any  other  motocrosser.  Hitting  berms  or 
sliding  corners  requires  a  more  vertical 
attitude.  The  "drag  the  handlebar"  style  of 
riding  isn't  right  on  a  Husky.  It  can  be 
done,  but  the  bike  is  more  comfortable 
when  upright.  Huskies  are  also  happy  if 
the  rider  rides  on  the  rear  wheel  much  of 
the  time.  Wheelies  are  natural  on  a  Husky, 
anyone  can  do  them.  When  crossing  ruts  at 
an  acute  angle,  the  Husky  doesn't  try  to 
follow  the  rut.  Most  bikes  will  drop  the 
front  wheel  into  the  rut  and  give  the  rider  a 
quick  thrill,  the  Husky  cro.s.ses  them  as  if 
they  weren't  there. 


Brakes  on  the  CR  are  okay  but  nc 
outstanding.  The  front  is  strong  and  pre 
gressive.  the  rear  not  nearly  as  good.  Th 
rear  is  full-floating  and  doesn't  chatter,  bi 
it  isn't  as  strong  as  many  other  open  mote 
crossers.  The  rear  is  almost  useless  after  a 
encounter  with  water,  and  dries  slowly.  . 
redesigned  backing  plate  is  overdue. 

Our  only  other  complaint  is  a  pipe  th< 
burns  the  rider  in  hard  lefthand  corner 
The  larger  tank  on  Husky's  OR  modi 
keeps  the  rider's  leg  off  the  pipe  but  th 
small  MX  tank  allows  leg  contact. 

Husky's  newest  open  motocrosser 
competitive,  as  we  proved  by  winning  se> 
eral  local  pro  events  with  it.  But  its  looV 
are  somewhat  dated. 

The  competition  has  aluminum  swin 
arms,  plastic  trickery  and  single-shock  rei 
suspensions.  On  the  race  track,  the  Husk 
may  come  out  ahead,  but  on  the  dealer 
showroom  floor,  it  may  not.  I 


Cl 


aterial 


First  new  truck  of  the  80*s... 


Free  Wheeling  Bronco. 

Offers  pinstripes  or  new 
optional  tricolor  tape  stripes 
and  more.  Low-mount  western 
mirrors,  styled  steel  wheels 
and  RWL  tires  optional. 


1980  FORD. 

Ford  pickups  set  the  pace  for  the  80's!  Built  tough 
with  exclusive  Twin-I-Beam  front  suspension. 
Plus  the  only  American-built  4-wheelers  with 
Twin-Traction  Beam  independent  front  suspension. 

New  '80  Fords  have  outstanding  gas  mileage 
ratings,  too.  Just  compare  these  official  1980 
estimates:  ppa  hwy  _-, 


1  •ji* 


EPA  Mileage  Ratings 


EPA  HWY. 

EST.  EST. 
MPG*  MPG* 


'80  FORD  PICKUP**  @  29 

'80  FORD  BRONCO  @  18 

'80  FORD  VAN**  @  26 

'80  FORD  COURIER  @  36 

And  great  customizing  comes  right 
from  Ford  in  a  Free  Wheeling  truck 
or  van.  See  your  Ford  Dealer.  Ask 
about  Ford's  Anti-Corrosion  War- 
ranty and  Extended  Service  Plan. 


Free  Wheeling  Van. 

Includes  black  bumpers, 
grille  and  rocker  panels. 
Optional  styled  steel 
wheels,  RWL  tires,  push 
bar  and  portholes  shown. 


Free  Wheeling  Courier. 

Custom-ordered  look.  Black 
painted  GT  bar  and  push  bar. 
Add  "B  Package"  for  tape 
stripes,  cast  aluminum  wheels 
and  RWL  tires.  1980  Courier 
available— approx.  Dec.  15.  : 


•Compare  these  estimates  with  others.  Your  mileage  may  differ 
depending  on  speed,  distance  and  weather.  Actual  highway  mileage 
will  probably  be  less  than  estimate.  California  ratings  lower. 
**With  optional  overdrive  transmission. 


FORD  DIVISION 


Performers  come  in  smdl 


Want  to  put  some  big  smiles  on  your  family 
Jthis  Christmas? 

Then  put  some  little  Suzuki  bikes  around 
Jthe  tree. 

Like  our  tiny  JR-50.  It's  perfect  for 
dbeginners  because  it's  perfectly  safe. 

For  your  young  racers,  Suzuki 
XDffers  a  long  line  of  race-bred  RM 
imotocrossers. 

And  for  everyone  in  your  crew, 


choose  from  all  kinds  of  family-sized  DS  dirtbilol 
Plus  economical  streetbikes.  Like  the 

racy-looking  OR-50  Mini-Chopper..- 
And  the  no-pedal,  no-shift 
FZ-50  Rascal. 

One  more  thing.  Besides 
these  small  packages,  your 
Suzuki  Dealer  also  has  lots  o 
nice  big  packages... 
just  for  you. 


j(oria 


SUZUKI  1980 

The  Pert ormen 
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HONDA  GOES  ITS  OWN  WA 


Its  Honda  vs.  History  Again, 
as  the  Radical  Four-Stroke 
V-Four  Makes  Its  Debut 
and  Goes  Down  in  Flames 

 by  Allan  Girdler  

Last  time  this  happened,  we  missed  it. 
Then  as  now,  world  class  road  racing 
was  conducted  along  clearly  defined 
lines.  There  were  two  main  groups;  the 
English  and  the  Italians,  with  occasional 
forays  by  the  Germans.  After  experiments 
with  exotic  stuff  like  aerodynamics  and 
supercharging,  the  rules  were  tightened 
and  Grand  Prix  bikes  became  pretty  much 
alike.  There  was  a  pattern,  nobody  had 
much  of  an  advantage  and  everybody  did 
what  they  did  because  that's  how  it  was 
done. 

In  1959,  Honda  arrived  at  the  European 
road  races.  The  bikes  weren't  like  the  other 
bikes.  Hondas  finished  6th,  7th,  8th  and 
1 1th  in  the  125  class  at  the  Isle  of  Man  and 


the  experts  said;  Well,  all  that  multiple- 
valve  and  multiple  cylinder  stuff  was  tried 
and  rejected  years  ago. 

In  1960  the  Honda  125s  finished  the  Isle 
of  Man  6lh.  7th.  8th.  9th  and  lOth.  The 
experts  said.  Okay.  Hondas  are  reliable, 
what  else  is  new? 

In  1961  Hondas  finished  1st,  2nd,  3rd, 
4th  and  5th  at  the  loM  in  both  125  and  250, 
and  went  on  to  take  both  world  titles. 

The  experts  didn't  say  anything.  Honda 
had  done  the  impossible,  so  neatly  and 
with  such  dispatch,  that  the  press  never  got 
around  to  noticing  what  was  being  done, 
and  how. 

Here  we  are  in  1979.  There  are  two 
forces  in  road  racing;  Yamaha  and  Suzuki, 
with  occasional  efforts  from  Kawasaki. 
After  experiments  with  Sixes  and  Eights 
and  12-speed  gearboxes,  the  rules  were 
tightened  and  Grand  Prix  bikes  are  pretty 
much  alike.  In  the  500  class  there  are 
Yamahas  and  Suzukis,  water-cooled  four 
cylinder  two-strokes,  with  multi-tube 
frames.  Nobody  has  much  of  an  advantage 
and  everybody  does  it  this  way  because 
that's  how  its  done. 


Except  that  Honda  has  come  back.  \\ 
a  racer  that  isn't  at  all  like  the  others. 

Will  history  repeat?  Will  Honda  roll 
another  umpty-six  world  titles? 

Nobody  knows. 

What  is  clear  is  that  this  time  we  dt 
have  to  let  the  revolution  go  unreporte 

Background.  Honda's  return  to  GP  i 
ing  is  a  result  of  corporate  decisions  a 
policy.  We'll  never  see  the  minutes  of  th 
meetings,  so  we'll  have  to  guess  at 
reasons: 

Honda  is  an  engineering  compa 
which  isn't  the  same  as  being  a  manuf 
turing  company  or  even  being  a  motor 
cle  company. 

Honda  likes  to  knock  the  world  on 
keisler  by  doing  clever  and  techni 
things. 

Honda  likes  four-strokes.  Always  ha< 
The  important  people  at  Honda  w 
bright  young  men  20  years  ago,  tl 
worked  on  the  racing  team  and  they 
joyed  it. 

Most  of  all,  Honda  goes  its  own  w 
They  do  what  they  think  should  be  dc 
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Pttoto  Courtesy  S.  HMhiin< 


i  the  devil  take  how  other  people  do  it, 
what  other  people  say. 
Ml  of  which  adds  up  to  the  meeting  that 
ist  have  taken  place  several  years  ago.  at 
ich  the  VIPs  decided  to  get  back  into 
ing.  with  a  four-stroke  500. 
»Ve  heard  rumors  first,  about  all  sorts  of 
i  tricks,  about  millions  of  dollars  spent. 
:akthroughs  achieved.  Then  the  ma- 
ne was  shown  to  the  press,  but  not 
den.  Then  it  ran  a  few  easy  laps  in 
blic. 

rhe  real  race  debut,  though,  was  sched- 
d  for  the  British  Grand  Prix,  at  Sil- 
stone. 

Friday  morning,  Silverstone.  First  day 
practice  and  qualifying. 
Dutside  the  paddock  fence  there's  a 
ig.  thin  line.  A  row  of  people  standing 
s  behind  the  other,  peering  over  shoul- 
■s  and  pointing  cameras  down  a  narrow 
iy  between  two  motor  homes.  At  the 
ler  end  of  the  alley,  the  lights  at  the  end 
the  tunnel  as  it  were,  Kenny  Roberts  and 

I  Carruthers  are  in  deep  conversation. 
Inside  the  paddock,  in  front  of  a  pit  wall. 
;re's  a  knot  of  people.  They're  clustered 
a  tight  circle.  In  the  middle,  smiling  and 
itering  while  posing  with  an  endless 
5ply  of  fans  who  are  taking  snapshots  of 
;h  other,  is  Barry  Sheene. 

\l  the  far  end  of  pit  row.  behind  the 
■age,  is  a  huge  striped  tent.  The  largest 
iwd  at  the  track  is  clumped  outside  the 
It. 

rhe  tent  flaps  are  tied  shut.  You  can  see 
thing.  Just  the  tent  and  the  people. 
Inside  the  tent  is  the  Honda  NR500. 
ery  so  often,  but  not  often,  during  the 
/  the  mechanics  will  whip  open  the 
ps.  The  NR  (it  stands  for  New  Racer) 

II  be  rolled  out  of  the  tent,  through  the 
"age  and  onto  the  track,  where  riders 
ck  Grant  or  Takazumi  Katayama  will 
p  aboard  and  go  for  a  lap  or  two.  Then 
:k  down  pit  row,  through  the  garage, 
o  the  tent  and  the  flaps  are  secured 
fore  the  mechanics  begin  whatever  it  is 
:y're  doing  in  there. 

In  terms  of  popular  interest,  the  order  is 
inda.  Roberts,  Sheene. 
'^Jot  by  accident.  This  is  a  concerted, 
iberate  thing,  this  technical  dance  of 
:  seven  veils.  A  hint  here,  a  sketch  there, 
)it  of  hardware  glimpsed  for  a  second 
:n  tucked  away,  all  this  has  been  done  to 
ilt  interest,  which  it  has  done  quite  well, 
inda  will  make  the  Grand  Prix  effort  a 
ijor  part  of  its  future  sales  campaigns 
d  they'll  create  suspense  by  making  us 
guess. 

Great  stuff,  if  it  works.  But  disaster  if  it 
esn't. 

Meanwhile,  though,  you  haven't  seen 
:h  peering  into  corners  since  Hollywood 
it  making  movies  about  spies  and  secret 
ents.  The  Honda  GP  effort  is  being  run 
a  subsidiary  established  just  for  this 
im,  to  be  known  as  the  Honda  Interna- 
nal  Racing  Co.,  or  HIRCO  for  short. 


HIRCO  director  is  Gerald  Davison,  an 
experienced  racing  manager  with  Honda's 
endurance  team,  as  polite  and  cordial  and 
hard  to  pin  down  as  only  an  Englishman 
can  be. 

I  had  asked  first  to  visit  the  race  shop, 
thinking  that  surely  a  few  days  before  the 
race  they'd  be  willing  to  let  me  poke 
around,  take  notes  and  measure  things. 

Wrong.  Members  of  the  press  are  al- 
lowed no  further  than  the  ropes  that  close 
the  garage  to  the  public. 

"Don't  go  in  the  tent."  Davison  says, 
"They'll  throw  you  out  on  your  head." 

Honda  is  keeping  its  secrets  to  itself. 
How  well  this  works  was  shown  by  another 
visitor  inside  the  rope,  outside  the  tent. 

Keith  Duckworth  is  the  man  who  de- 
signed the  Cosworth-Ford  V-8,  ruler  of 
Formula  One  car  racing.  The  engine  was 
introduced  10  years  ago.  The  week  before 
the  British  GP,  the  one  we're  at  now  I 
mean,  a  Cosworlh-powered  car  won  over 
the  turbocharged  and  12-cylinder  GP  cars 
by  such  a  convincing  margin  that  they  filed 
formal  protest.  The  Cosworth  had  to  be 
oversize.  It  was  impounded.  And  was  de- 
clared legal. 

Duckworth  has  credentials.  He  also  has 
doubts.  He's  on  record  as  saying  he  doesn't 
think  a  four-stroke  can  match  a  two-stroke 
on  an  equal  basis.  But  here  he  is,  inside  the 
rope  at  the  Honda  garage.  He's  got 
Shoichiro  Irimajiri  engaged  in  conversa- 
tion. He's  throwing  every  leading  question 
he  can  think  of. 

"If  you're  using  some  sort  of  dual  piston, 
you've  got  to  have  a  yoked  connecting  rod, 
right?" 

The  hint  of  a  liny  smile  flicks  acro.ss 
Irimajiri's  face.  "Yes,  if  you  used  dual 
pistons,  you'd  have  to  have  some  sort  of 
yoked  connecting  rod." 

He's  giving  nothing  awav.  Off  to  one  side 
r*^'-      -  ■  —  


Davison  is  seething  with  resentment.  Who 
is  this  car  chap?  Why  is  he  bothering 
Irimajiri.  who  has  work  to  do?  "Case  of  the 
cat  telling  the  lion  how  to  catch  mice,"  he 
mutters  to  me. 

And  it  might  be.  But  when  Irimajiri 
excu.ses  himself,  Vic  Willoughby.  technical 
editor  of  Motor  Cycle  Weekly  and  I  scurry 
over  to  Duckworth.  He  may  have  found 
out  something  we  don't  know.  When 
Duckworth  leaves.  Willoughby  and  I  are 
collared  by  two  Japanese  reporters.  We 
may  know  something  ihey  don't  know. 

Let's  review  the  rumors.  One  of  our 
trusted  pals  in  Japan,  a  man  clo.se  to 
Honda's  racing  efforts  since  those  early 
days,  wrote  to  tell  us  the  GP  engine  was  a 
narrow  V-Four  with  six  valves  per  cylinder. 
A  Dutch  magazine  published  photos  of  a 
three-cam  cylinder  head  for  a  square  Four, 
or  a  Four  with  a  vee  so  narrow  one  head 
could  cover  both  banks.  We've  seen 
sketches  of  a  head  with  rotary  valves  on 
top,  where  the  camshafts  usually  live.  A 
European  reporter  flew  to  Japan,  was  al- 
lowed to  take  pictures  of  the  engine,  all 
buttoned  up.  by  the  way  and  came  home 
saying  in  print  that  the  engine  was  a  tan- 
dem-piston job.  a  V-Eight  disguised  as  a 
V-Four  in  .some  manner  that  would  meet 
the  FIM  limit  of  four  cylinders. 

None  of  this  was  invented.  The  people 
who  reported  it.  believed  it. 

The  answer  is  Honda's  system.  When 
they  made  the  decision  to  field  a  GP  team 
with  four-stroke  power,  they  assembled  a 
project  team.  The  teams  guys  .sat  down  at  a 
big  table  and  threw  in  all  the  ideas  that 
came  into  their  heads.  No.  I  wasn't  there. 
But  that's  how  they  do  things  at  Honda 
R&D.  and  there's  no  reason  to  assume  this 
project  was  different. 

To  a  large  extent  Honda's  future  is  riding 
on  this  project.  To  pick  the  engine  in  the> 


In  practice  the  NR500  looked  smooth,  sounded  nice  but  was  several  seconds  otf  the  pace. 
This  is  Katayama,  who  qualitied  at  the  back  ot  the  pack. 


)to  by  Don  Morley 
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The  NR500  engine  is  quite  wide  for  a  V-Four.  and  the  bull<  ol  ttie  four 
two-barrel  carburetors  stiows  wliy  ttie  angle  between  banks  is  100 
rather  than  the  conventional  60  or  90 


With  the  fuel  tank  off.  most  of  the  monocoque  is  visible  Shaped  and  welded  alloy  sheet  forms 
a  structure  from  the  steering  head  back  to  the  swing  arm  pivot.  The  seat  and  tail  section  bolt  to 
the  monocoque's  back  section  and  to  the  castings  that  carry  the  footpegs.  The  two  side 
radiators  get  incoming  air  from  behind  the  front  wheel.  Note  the  forward-mounted  front  brake, 
the  casting  for  the  trailing  front  axle  and  the  outboard  front  springs,  concealed  here  by  wind 
deflectors. 


drawing  board  stage  would  be  foolish. 
What  they  did— I  think— is  pick  the  most 
likely  engines  and  put  their  thoughts  in 
metal,  that  is,  build  some  prototypes  and 
see  how  they  ran. 

I  think  there  were  at  least  three  engines; 
the  V-Four  shown  here,  a  square  Four  and 
perhaps  the  tandem-piston  V-Four.  There 
may  also  have  been  six-valve  heads,  and 
even  rotary-valve  heads,  just  as  Honda  had 
an  opposed  Six  running  around  R&D 
three  years  ago,  for  the  press  to.  uh.  acci- 
dentally discover. 


(Irimajiri  refers  to  the  various  bits  and 
glimpses  reported  earlier  this  year  as 
"April  Fool"  engines.  HIRCO  enjoys  this 
cloke-and-dagger  game  as  much  as  the 
press  does.) 

Engine 

Well.  What  do  we  actually  know  about 
the  NR500  engine?  In  rough  outline,  it's  a 
V-Four.  with  the  forward  bank  low  and  the 
banks  at  an  included  angle  of  100°.  Nor- 
mal angle  for  a  V-Four  would  be  60°  or 
90°,  but  making  the  angle, wider  gives 


room  for  the  carbs  within  the  vec.  jusi 
the  CX500  uses  80°  to  {livc  room  for 
rider's  legs.  Irimajiri  says  in  neither  c; 
docs  moving  10°  away  from  normal  h; 
the  engine  or  cause  extra  vibration. 

Induction  is  public  knowledge.  R<J 
experimented  with  fuel  injection  ^ 
couldn't  get  the  mixture  control  rcquir 
so  the  NR  appears  here  uilh  four  tw 
choke  carbs.  Each  cylinder  gets  one  c. 
each  throat  feeds  an  intake  port,  ei 
intake  port  has  two  valves.  Each  cylinc 
has  four  exhaust  valves,  each  valve  gets 
ow  n  port.  I  hc  (bur  little  pipes  become  t\ 
and  the  two  join  into  one  thai  joins 
pipe  from  the  other  cylinder  on  that  bii 
I  here's  an  exhaust  pipe  and  mutfler 
each  bank.  Right,  a  mutfler.  1  he  I  IM  I 
noise  rules  for  racing  bikes,  but  e\ 
though  Honda  got  a  waiver.  105  decih 
instead  of  the  l(R)  db  for  two-.strokes. 
four-strokes  make  more  noise  and  the  f 
wears  a  full  muffler  on  each  pipe. 

Each  cylinder  bank  has  two  camsha 
driven  bv  gears.  Diagramming  picturesi 
the  engine  indicates  an  included  angle 
about  65  for  the  valves,  the  inlets  bei 
more  vertical  than  the  exhausts  lor  mi 
downdral'l. 

Ihc  valves.  Dazzling  business  hej 
Multiple  vaKes  are  back  in  \i)guc.  thar 
to  Honda,  although  Harley.  Indian.  1 
umph  and  Rudge  and  many  more  us 
four-valves-per  50  or  so  years  back. 

The  first  reason  is  well  known.  Lit 
valves  can  be  opened  and  closed  m^ 
quickly,  with  less  spring  pressure,  than  I 
valves  can. 

Next,  engine  power  depends  on  brea 
ing,  a  function  of  port  area,  valve  timi 
and  lift.  You  can  get  more  little  vah 
above  a  given  piston  bore  than  you  can  | 
big  valves.  (In  car  racing,  by  the  way,  fc 
valve  heads  never  went  away.) 
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'hthand  side  view  shows  the  engine  s  compact  design,  and  the  extremely  low  cylinder 
cks,  barely  visible  between  the  crankcase  and  the  heads. 


here's  a  new  one.  thanks  to  Keith  Duck- 
rth.  High  compression  is  a  Good  Thing, 
e  higher  the  ratio,  the  more  power. 
3ut.  The  NR500  will  rev  to  18.000  rpm 
iv.  with  22.000  planned  Tor  later.  A  four- 
)ke  has  stronger  power  pulses  than  a 
)-stroke  has.  but  it  has  fewer  of  them, 
u  need  power  strokes  for  power,  which  is 
y  the  engine  has  incredible  revs. 

are  dealing  with  astronomical 
:eds  for  the  columns  of  intake  mix  and 
laust  gas.  columns  which  are  being 
rted  and  stopped  hundreds  of  times  per 
ond.  This  requires  longer  valve  timing, 
production  four-stroke  will  use  270°. 
•acing  engine  will  get  close  to  300°. 
5  super-speed  500  has  to  have  well  he- 
ld that. 

^ine.  Now  picture  this.  With  long  valve 
ling,  the  valves  must  be  open  when  the 
tons  are  at  top  dead  center.  Have  to  be. 
cy  must  have  room,  or  they'll  hit  the 
tons.  Duckworth  says  this  is  the  reason 

four-stroke  won't  work.  see.  because  if 
J  leave  room  for  open  valves,  you  en- 
»e  the  combustion  chamber.  Right.  You 
I't  get  the  compression  ratio  you  need 

power. 

-lowever.  Actual  maximum  breathing  is 
itrolled  by  the  area  beneath  the  valve 
id.  between  the  head  and  the  valve  seat, 
e  to  geometry,  lots  of  little  valves  give 
jal  area  here  wiifi  less  lift.  Bingo.  Less 

means  less  risk  of  hitting  the  piston 
IS,  equals  smaller  combustion  cham- 
s.  equals  more  power.  As  a  bonus,  less 

means  you  get  max  lift  quicker,  so  you 
le  more  valve  opening  for  the  same 
ling. 

rhat  proves  the  value  of  all  tho.se  valves, 
t  how  to  get  all  those  valves  into  a 
nbustion  chamber? 


Oval  pistons  and  bores.  That's  one 
rumor  confirmed  by  Honda. 

Oval  pistons  aren't  new;  there  were  tun- 
ing kits  for  Triumphs  built  in  the  20s  with 
oval  bores  and  pistons.  The  shape  is  mostly 
a  function  of  the  need  to  pack  all  those 
valves  into  the  chamber.  Two  large  valves 
or  four  smaller  ones  fit  nicely  above  a 
round  bore.  Two  rows  of  tiny  valves, 
though,  lend  themselves  to  a  trench-like 
chamber,  above  a  bore  shaped  like  an  oval 
track;  semi-circles  at  each  end.  with  a 
rectangle  between  them. 

This  shouldn't  be  as  difficult  as  it  first 
sounds.  Along  with  its  subsidiary  R&D 
company,  and  the  subsidiary  racing  com- 
panies. Honda  has  a  wholly-owned  outfit 
whose  job  is  to  make  the  machines  with 
which  Honda  makes  motorcycles,  cars.  etc. 
They  do  good  work,  like  the  series  of 
automated  devices  that  put  crankshafts 
through  72  consecutive  machining  opera- 
tions without  human  intervention.  One 
assumes  that  building  machine  tools  that 
finish  off  oval  bores,  and  designing  rings  to 
work  in  said  bores,  is  not  beyond  their 
skills. 

Guessing  again,  the  shape  of  the  heads, 
cams,  etc.,  indicates  that  the  combustion 
chambers  look  like  a  pair  of  standard  four- 
valve  chambers,  that  is,  two  paired  intake 
opposite  two  paired  exhausts,  spark  plug  in 
the  middle,  next  to  the  same  thing.  (See 
sketch.)  This  fits  all  the  parts,  and  the  twin 
plugs  speed  flame  propagation  within  that 
long  chamber.  Ignition  is  transistorized 
battery  and  coils;  no  tricks  visible  there. 

Big  secret  below  the  valves.  Davison  was 
happy  to  explain  the  carbs.  the  valves,  and 
the  camshafts. 

.  But  during  practice.  I  noticed 
something. 


The  exhaust  note.  It's  deep,  muffled, 
throaty,  heaps  more  pleasant  to  the  ear- 
well,  okay,  to  my  ear— than  the  two-strokes. 

And  the  NR500  sounds  like  an  inline 
four.  Whrooom,  rather  than  the  pulsing 
thunder  you  get  from  all  the  other  vee 
engines  I've  ever  heard. 

I  mentioned  this  to  Davi.son  and  asked, 
in  all  innocence,  about  the  firing  order. 

Slam.  Down  came  the  shutters.  Every- 
thing between  the  valves  and  the  crank  is 
top  secret,  he  said,  and  quickly  changed 
the  subject. 

Hm.  Normal  vee  engines  share  crank 
throws,  which  puts  the  cylinders  thus 
paired  up  on  a  staggered  order.  60.  90.  80 
or  100  degrees  apart.  Firing  orders  are  on 
the  basis  of  90-270.  and  that's  why  the 
pulsing. 

But  unless  Honda  has  invented  some- 
thing in  exhaust  tuning  unsuspected  by  me 
and  the  rest  of  the  world,  some  way  of 
tuning  out  the  sound  of  the  irregular  beats, 
a  smooth-sounding  four  has  got  to  have  a 
180°  firing  order;  a  power  pulse  every  half 
turn. 

You  could  do  it  with  this  engine.  The 
crankshaft  is  at  right  angles  to  the  wheel- 
base.  The  oval  bores  make  for  a  wide 
engine.  The  NR500  is  much  wider  than 
any  250cc  Twin  you  ever  saw. 

All  those  revs  need  a  terribly  strong 
crankshaft.  Lots  of  main  bearings,  rollers 
in  this  case.  Honda  likes  plain  bearings, 
but  they  won't  do  here. 

That  means  a  built-up  crank.  What  you 
could  do.  and  what  I  suspect  has  been 
done,  is  have  an  outboard  main  bearing, 
then  a  throw,  a  center  bearing,  another 
throw,  and  an  inner  bearing.  Then,  in  the 
center,  the  power  take-ofT,  and  on  the  other 
side  three  more  mains  and  two  more 
throws.  Each  piston  gets  its  own  throw  and 
the  throws  are  90°  apart;  a  points-of-the- 
compass  arrangement.  When  the  right- 
hand  side  is  at  north  and  east,  the  lefthand 
side  is  at  south  and  west. 

It  would  also  be  entirely  possible  to  have 
the  separate  throws  spaced  80°  and  100° 
apart  so  the  V-Four  would  fire  every  180°, 
not  the  170°  and  190°  firing  interval  that 
would  occur  with  a  standard  90°  crank  in 
the  IOO°V-Four 

Not  the  usual  thing.  But  it  would  give 
180°  firing,  just  like  an  inline  Four,  and 
there's  room  for  it.  You'd  also  get  one  heck 
of  a  rocking  couple  with  one  side  hitting 
top  dead  center  at  the  northeast  while  the 
other  hit  BDC  at  southwest.  But  then  I 
remembered,  we're  not  looking  at  a  Harley 
or  Ducati  here,  we're  dealing,  if  the  marks 
on  the  engines  are  correct,  with  a  stroke  of 
36mm.  Call  it  an  inch  and  a  half.  The 
rocking  probably  wouldn't  be  as  bad  as  the 
smooth  power  flow  would  be  good. 

Behind  the  crank  is  a  jackshafl.  with  the 
water  pump  driven  off  its  left  end.  and 
then  the  clutch.  The  gearbox  has  six 
speeds,  all  indirect,  no  ratios  given.  Chain 
drive,  of  course. 

One  can't  speak  of  the  bore  size,  not  in 
the  standard  way.  but  with  a  stroke  of  36 > 
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mm  and  a  limit  of  500cc  displacement,  the 
piston  area  should  be  about  3463mm-, 
which  would  be  equal  to  a  round  bore  of 
66.4mm.  That  would  make  the  NR500 
oversquare  by  a  factor  of  1.81  to  1. 

What  this  all  means  is  a  matter  of  spec- 
ulation. We  know  some  facts,  we  can  guess 
at  others,  we  won't  know  for  sure  until 
Honda  is  ready  to  unbutton  the  engine  or 
file  for  the  scores  of  patents  they  say  they 
can  get  from  the  ideas  they've  used  here. 

In  a  more  practical  sense,  if  the  Suzuki 
and  Yamaha  two-stroke  Fours  produce 
I25bhp,  and  because  the  lighter  NR500  is 
slower  than  the  rival  two-strokes,  we'd 
reckon  the  NR500  was  developing  95  bhp 
at  its  introduction. 

Chassis 

No  matter  what  becomes  of  the  engine 
or  anything  else  about  the  NR500,  the 
chassis  is  a  first,  and  the  most  important 
technical  leap  motorcycle  racing  has  seen 
for  years. 

Monocoque.  Lovely  word.  Sounds  ex- 
otic and  space-age  at  the  same  time.  There 
are  people  who'd  have  you  think  mono- 
coque means  a  one-piece  body-fuel  tank- 
tail  section,  or  that  a  large  backbone  of 
sheet  metal,  with  engine  hung  below,  is  a 
monocoque. 

Strickly  speaking,  they're  wrong.  The 
world's  truest  monocoque  is  an  eggshell.  A 
stressed  skin.  A  skin  strong  enough  to  do 
all  the  work  that  a  frame  would  otherwise 
do. 


Single  rear  shock  has  adjustments  for  spring 
preload,  air  pressure  and  damping.  The  rear 
mounts  to  an  upper  swing  arm.  the  front 
feeds  loads  into  the  trailing  edge  of  the 
monocoque.  Engine  serves  as  a  bulkhead 
for  the  monocoque  and  is  virtually  a  press  fit 
(Detail  differences  in  the  engine  parts  visible 
here  hint  that  this  engine  isn't  exactly  the 
same  as  the  engine  photographed  out  of  the 
bike.) 


This  comes  most  clearly  from  aircraft. 
Airplanes  first  were  made  from  bundles  of 
sticks.  Then  they  covered  the  sticks  with 
cloth.  Then  they  made  the  sticks  of  metal, 
and  covered  them  with  metal  and  one  day 
somebody  reasoned  that  if  you  placed  the 
sticks  right,  and  fastened  the  skin  to  them 
right,  you  could  use  fewer  sticks,  or  struts, 
by  that  time.  And  then,  if  the  skin  was  even 
better,  you  could  leave  out  the  frame 
entirely. 

They  did  it  on  airplanes,  then  on  cars. 

And  motorcycles  are  still  made  from 
metal  sticks.  Big  tubes  in  diamond  pattern 
have  given  way  to  smaller  tubes  in  the  form 
of  a  cage  around  the  engine  (a  space 
frame,  in  aircraft  or  motorcar  terms)  but 
still,  bikes  are  a  generation  behind. 

Until  now.  The  NR500  is  a  true  mono- 
coque, welded-up  alloy  panels  that  form 
the  fairing,  the  body  sides,  the  backbone 
area.  The  shape  is  rather  like  a  free-form 
ice  cream  cone,  with  the  tip  at  the  steering 
head  and  the  open  end  at  the  back. 

Into  the  open  end  slides  the  engine  and 
gearbox,  with  swing  arm  attached.  The 
engine  and  gearbox  bolt  to  the  sides  of  the 
monocoque,  becoming  a  bulkhead,  the 
frame  for  the  skin. 

Irimajiri,  having  performed  like  most 
innovators  by  doing  what  is  obvious  once 
it's  been  done,  says  the  monocoque  has  to 
be  the  future.  Look  on  the  road,  he  says, 
and  you  see  fairings.  On  the  track,  likewise. 
If  you  are  going  to  have  a  skin,  for  comfort 
or  streamlining  or  weather  protection  any- 
way, why  not  let  the  skin  do  some  work 
while  it's  there? 

The  monocoque  skin  is  useful  for  an- 
other area:  cooling. 

Water  cooling  is  what  made  two-strokes 
work.  The  experts  said  two-strokes  had  no 
potential  because  they  made  heat  along 
with  power  and  the  heat  was  more  than  the 
air  could  carry  away,  directly  at  least. 

So  entered  radiators. 

Now.  A  radiator  won't  pass  as  much  air 
as  hits  its  surface.  The  tubes  and  fins  are  an 
obstruction.  The  car  guys  learned  years 
ago  that  at  speed,  you  can  get  away  with  a 
radiator  intake  one-third  to  one-fourth  as 
large  as  the  radiator's  cross  section. 

If  you  have  a  properly  shaped  intake  and 
you  can  mount  the  radiator  well  behind  it, 
with  the  air  ducted  to  the  fins. 

Fine.  Except  that  motorcycles  are 
shorter  than  cars  and  there  isn't  any  room 
for  sleek  noses  and  ducting.  You  put  the 
radiator  in  front,  below  the  steering  head 
and  you  accept  increased  aerodynamic 
drag  as  the  price. 

Honda  doe-sn't.  The  leading  edge  of  a 
fairing  is  a  positive  pressure  area.  The 
sides,  if  you  shape  them  right,  can  be 
negative  pressure  areas. 

So  the  NR500  has  two  radiators,  one  on 
each  side.  The  cooling  intake  is  in  the 
fairing  center,  below  the  steering  head. 
The  air  is  pushed  in  there  and  when  the 
bike's  at  speed,  the  air  is  pulled  through 
the  radiators  by  the  windstream  rushing 
past  the  sides.  Kind  of  supercharged  cool- 


ing, which  brings  less  frontal  area  a 
better  streamlining,  i.e.  more  speed  for  i 
same  power 

(There  may  still  be  problems  with  t^ 
The  NR  appeared  with  covers  on  the  ra 
ators.  ducting  of  some  kind.  The  cov< 
were  removed  for  the  first  test  sessions,  a 
haven't  been  used  since.) 

A  less  noticeable  benefit  from  the  mor 
coque  is  that  the  frame,  so  to  speak, 
outboard  of  the  swing  arm  pivot.  Hon 
has  the  output  sprocket  aligned  with  t 
pivot,  easy  to  do  with  the  mounting  poii 
outboard,  so  there's  no  chain  tension  var 
tion  due  to  rear  wheel  travel. 

The  fuel  tank  rides  atop  the.  uh,  bm 
bone  portion  of  the  monocoque  and  t 
seat  and  tail  section— a  sub-tub?  sni 
down  over  the  castings  that  carry  the  fcx 
pegs.  This  back  section  bears  no  ex 
weight  and  isn't  a  stressed  portion  of  t 
machine. 

Suspension 

On  any  other  racing  bike,  the  Nl 
suspension  would  be  headline  news.  He 
though,  it's  merely  less  different  than  t 
rest  of  the  machine  is  from  other  C 
racers. 

The  front  forks  have  Irimajiri  written 
over  them.  One  of  his  pet  theories  is  thai 
you  mount  the  axle  with  total  inflcxibiii 
you  don't  have  to  worry  as  much  about  tl 
tubes,  sliders,  triple  clamps,  etc. 

The  NR's  forks  are  telescopic,  upsi< 
down.  Common  practice  is  to  have  tl 
stanchion  tubes  bolted  to  the  triple  clami 
on  the  steering  head.  Then  the  sliders,  tl 
cast  pieces  into  which  the  stanchion  tubj 
fit.  carry  the  front  axle. 

Not  on  the  NR.  The  lower  tubes  are  tl 
smaller  ones,  and  they  fit  inside  the  tubi 
carried  by  the  clamps.  Weight  is  the  reasc 
here,  perhaps,  as  this  is  a  light  bike  and  th 
lightness  comes  mostly  from  the  mom 
coque.  When  sprung  weight,  controlled  t 
the  suspension,  goes  down  and  unsprur 
weight,  like  wheels  and  tires  and  braki 
and  hubs,  remains  the  same,  the  suspei 
sion  tends  to  be  overcome.  (That's  one  < 
the  reasons  big  bikes  can  be  made  to  ric 
more  comfortably  than  small  bikes.)  Tht 
the  smaller  tubes  are  unsprung,  the  larg 
tubes  are  sprung. 

But  the  lower  tubes  aren't  normal.  Th' 
are  castings,  fancy  ones,  with  large  sectio 
around  the  front  axle.  The  axle  threa. 
inside  both  lower  legs,  completely  su 
rounded  and  then  clamped  into  plac 
Hard  to  imagine  a  more  rigid  system. 

Next,  the  axle  mounts  behind  the  tube 
Totally  different  from  the  leading  axl 
fitted  by  BMW  years  ago.  then  used  t 
motocross  machines  and  now  coming  ba« 
on  mass-produced  road  bikes. 

Irimajiri  speaks  good  racetrack  Englis 
but  to  explain  the  trailing  axle,  he  needed 
diagram.  Forces  received  by  the  front  ti 
go  to  the  axle,  then  up  into  the  tubes.  If  tl 
axle  is  in  front,  you  get  a  bending, 
twisting,  which  affects  the  springing  ar 
damping.  The  action  goes  up,  while  tl 
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ycle  Mechanic 
PLUS  a  talented  Motorcycle  Manager. 

...  Maybe  Even  Open  Your  Own  Shop! 


and  be  MORE  than  a 
MECHANIC. 


get  7'/;  hours  a  day  of  classroom  and  live  laboratory 
instruction  in  the  37  necessary  skills.  You'll  have  shop 
work  in  our  huge  service  center.  You'll  be  working  along- 
side guys  and  gals  just  like  yourself.  You'll  learn  from 
mechanic  pros  who  really  know  their  stuff  and  know  how 
to  teach  you.  It's  15  weeks  of  tough,  in-residence  training, 
and  we  demand  a  passing  grade  of  85  to  qualify  you. 


the  real  world  of  motorcycle  repair,  you'll  probably  start 
as  a  mechanic  or  parts  man,  but  with  the  additional 
management  knowledge  you  will  have  learned,  your  pro- 
motion is  the  next  step  up.  You  won't  be  held  back  while 
other  mechanics  get  promoted  over  your  head.  You'll  be 
the  one  who's  prepared  for  promotion  after  promotion 
because  you  WILL  HAVE  ALREADY  GAINED  THE 
NECESSARY  KNOWLEDGE. 


Get  your  training  at 
American  Motorcycle  Institute 

Here's  how  you  get  started.  Contact  us  right  now  by 
sending  in  the  attached  card.  At  American  Motorcycle 
Institute  here  in  exciting  Daytona  Beach  —  motorcycle 
capitol  of  the  world  —  we  train  men  and  women  in  the 
basics.  Everything  from  minor  tuneups  to  major  overhauls 
(plus  management  training  ...  read  on.)  We  fit  you  out 
to  work  on  the  big  bikes  and  make  your  own  money.  You 

Movin'  on  up  to  bigger  things. 

After  you  complete  your  initial  motorcycle  mechanic 
training,  you  go  on  to  better  things.  Additional  ,  in- 
residence  training,  then  prepares  you  with  all  the  skills 
you  need  for  PARTS  COUNTERMAN,  PARTS  MANAGER, 
SERVICE  MANAGER,  MOTORCYCLE  SALESMAN,  SALES 
MANAGER,  and  GENERAL  MANAGER.  These  are  the  big 
jobs  where  your  potential  is  your  only  limit. 

And  after  training  . . .  when  you  leave  us  and  get  out  into 


Tough  track  with  big  rewards  at  the  end. 


There's  nothing  easy  about  training  for  a  professional 
career  in  the  motorcycle  industry  —  we'd  be  lying  if  we 
said  there  were.  But,  if  you  have  the  basic  skill,  we  can 
train  you  to  develop  that  skill  and  become  a  real  pro. 
So  do  some  thinking  for  yourself.  If  you  like  to  work  with 
your  machine  ...  if  you  want  a  career  that  satisfies  you 
...if  you  want  a  job  where  you  control  the  action  ...  if 


you  want  to  make  your  money  doing  what  you  like  best 
—  working  with  motorcycles  ...  then  write  us  today.  Just 
fill  in  the  attached  card  or  complete  the  coupon  and  mail 
it.  Or,  if  you  want  instant  action,  give  us  a  call  at  our 
toll-free  number,  800-874-0645  (In  Fla.  call  collect  904- 
255-0295). 


Be  a  motorcycle 
mechanic 
and  more! 

We  also  train  marine  stern  drive 
&  outboard  mechanics. 

There's  a  long,  successful,  sat- 
isfying track  ahead  of  you,  so 
flip  your  starter  today.  Mail  the 
coupon  —  it's  your  first  step 
toward  a  future  you've  probably 
always  dreamed  about.  Waiting 
for  you  at  the  end  of  your  train- 
ing are  the  big  rewards  —  satis- 
fying work ...  a  comradship  with 
other  guys  like  yourself  .  .  . 
money  and  management.  Mail 
your  coupon  today. 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  INSTITUTE 

1445  SKYTROOPER  ROAD 
DAYTONA  BEACH,  FLA.  32014 

PLEASE  SEND  ME  MORE  INFORMATION 


APPROVED  FOR 
VETERANS 


CYCLE 

□  MECHANIC 

□  DEALERSHIP  MGMT 


MARINE 

□  MECHANIC 

□  DEALERSHIP  MGMT 


NAME 


ADDRESS . 


CITY. 


PHONE    (  ). 


.STATE. 
AGE_ 


.ZIP_ 
VET. 


CALL  TOLL  FREE  (800)  874-0645     Fla.  residents  call  (904)  255-0295  collect 
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reaction  into  the  frame  is  at  an  angle. 

But.  If  you  have  the  axle  behind  the 
tubes,  the  lines  of  action  and  reaction 
cross,  so  there's  less  contortion. 

Drawback  here,  at  least  to  the  observer, 
is  that  when  the  tubes  are  in  front  of  the 
axle,  they're  also  .'way  in  front  of  the 
steering  post.  Plus,  on  the  NR  the  front 
brake  calipers  are  in  front,  both  of  them. 
That's  a  lot  of  weight  in  front  of  the 
steering  axis.  By  racing  standards,  as  prac- 
ticed by  other  designers,  this  would  make 
for  very  heavy  steering.  The  trailing  axle 
also  reduces  trail,  and  the  self-  centering 
force.  Neither  rider  complained  -  nor 
would  I  expect  them  to.  under  the  circum- 
stances— but  this  does  look  odd. 

The  spring  in  front  of  the  tubes  is  easier 
to  understand.  You  can  change  it  quickly 
and  it  frees  space  inside  the  slider  and 
stanchion  tube  for  the  oil.  air  and  valves, 
etc.  Increase  the  volume  and  you  get  more 
scope  for  tuning. 

Rear  suspension  is  single  shock,  an  idea 
used  by  other  grand  prix  teams  for  several 
years  now.  The  NR  has  a  normal  .swing 
arm.  with  a  second  smaller  arm  pivoting 
on  it  and  running  forward  to  the  Showa 
spring/shock.  The  shock  feeds  into  the 
rear-center-top  of  the  monocoque.  No  de- 
tails given  but  from  the  dials  and  such,  the 
Showa  unit  can  be  adjusted  for  spring  rate, 
pre-load  and  compression  and  rebound 
damping. 

A  small  link  runs  from  the  rear  of  the 
gearbox  up  and  back  to  the  connection  of 
the  upper  swing  arm  and  the  shock.  This  is 
simply  a  linkage  point  to  keep  the  shock 
from  moving  up  as  it  moved  forward.  A 
rigid  upper  arm.  like  that  on  the  Yamaha 
monoshock,  moves  up.  Honda  wanted  to 
keep  the  seat  low,  so  they  used  a  geometry 
control  here. 

Fairly  normal  rig.  I  thought  to  rag  Irima- 
jiri  a  bit  and  I  asked  why  the  suspension 
wasn't  as  different  as  the  rest  of  the  NR.  I 
mean,  I  sort  of  expected  leading  link  forks, 
hubcenter  steering,  double  trailing  arm 
rear  and  so  forth. 

No,  he  said,  in  what  seemed  to  be  all 
seriousness,  they  had  enough  to  do  with 
the  engine  and  the  monocoque.  so  they 
used  straightahead  suspension  in  order  to 
be  able  to  dial  in  adjustments  at  the  track. 

Oh,  I  said,  remembering  those  April 
FcxjI  engines. 

Brakes  are  disc,  naturally,  with  holes 
drilled  in  the  inner  portions  of  the  rotors 
and  slots  coming  in  from  the  circum- 
ferences. Looks  like  another  way  to  get 
water  off  the  surfaces  in  the  wet  and  clean 
grit  off  the  pads  in  the  dry. 

Dunlop  supplies  the  tires,  on  I6-in. 
Comstar-style  wheels.  The  smaller  wheels 
lower  the  bike,  of  course.  The  Dunlops 
used  at  the  race  were  much  wider  and 
lower  than  normal,  the  idea  being  that  the 
smaller  wheel  means  a  shorter  footprint, 
so  you  have  to  widen  it  to  get  the  same 
contact  patch. 

A  challenge,  obviously,  and  the  Dunlop 
people  say  they've  tried  12  compounds,  in 


Mick  Grant 


Taka7umi  Katayama 


10  designs,  during  their  development  pro- 
gram with  the  NR. 

tnough  tech  talk.  What  we  saw  in  the 
NR500.  as  introduced  at  Silversti)ne.  was  a 
knockout  of  engineering  insight,  a  daring 
attack  on  the  status  quo.  the  old  revolu- 
tionaries back  to  knock  all  the  experts  on 
their  tails  again. 

Informed  guess  work  puts  the  NR's 
power  at  95  bhp.  Gossip  says  the  first 
version  of  the  NR  weighed  220  lb.,  but  that 
after  the  initial  tests  and  the  beefing  up  of 
weak  places,  the  bike  hit  the  grid  at  240  lb. 
or  so.  Sensational  work,  considering  that 
the  RG  Suzuki  and  YZ  Yamaha  tip  the 
scales  at  nearly  300  lb. 

So  what  we  also  saw  was  an  underdog. 

There  were  other  factors  working  here. 
It  was  very  important  to  Honda,  the  men  at 
the  top  I  mean,  to  have  this  bike  at  this 
race.  They  said  they'd  do  it.  thev  needed  it 
to  be  done. 

Was  the  NR  ready?  Probably  not.  No 
race  bike  is  every  ready. 

Further.  Silverstone  is  a  fast  track,  a 
power  track.  Earlier  in  the  week.  HIRCO 
rented  Donington  Park,  a  tight  track.  A 
handling  track.  Earlier  this  season  Wi! 
Hartog  on  a  works  RG  Suzuki  set  a  SOOcc 
lap  record  at  Donington.  of  1:15.8.  Mick 
Grant  lapped  Donnington  during  the  tests 
at  1: 18.8.  Not  a  shabby  lirst  lime  out. 

Practice 

Silverstone  isn't  Donington. 

The  Honda  riders  are  Mick  Grant  and 
Takazumi  Katayama.  Both  are  experi- 
enced. Grant  has  won  countless  superbike 
races.  Katayama  was  350  world  champ  in 
1977.  Both  men  are  ranked  in  the  top  20 
road  racer,  by  anybody's  score. 

Below  the  level  of  Roberts  and  Sheene. 
though,  there  are  perhaps  ten  good  men. 
difficult  to  evaluate,  and  better  than  there 
are  rides  available.  Honda's  entry  into  GP 
racing  thus  opened  doors  for  two  riders, 
and  those  lucky  two  turned  out  to  be  Grant 
and  Katayama. 

Why  them?  Nobody  knows.  Perhaps 
Honda  made  bids  for  Roberts.  Sheene  and 
Ferrari,  but  couldn't  afford  the  price.  Per- 


haps they  figured  if  they  hired  Rt)berts, 
Sheene  and  won,  the  headlines  would  s 
"SHEENE  WINS"  and  forget  about  ma 
of  bike.  Honda  isn't  in  this  to  make  rid 
famous. 

Whichever.  Grant  and  Katayama  ; 
conscious  that  they  have  got  jobs  tl^ 
couldn't  hope  to  get.  no  matter  why.  T 
was  an  important  occasion.  Mr.  Soich 
Honda  himself  even  dropped  bv  for  t 
testing  at  Donington.  although  he  did 
stay  for  Silverstone. 

Things  did  not  go  well.  All  the  conter 
ers  began  with  times  in  the  range  of  1:; 
1:33.  The  NRs  were  off  by  several  secom 
in  the  high  30s. 

The  others  brought  their  times  down 
they  worked  out  tires  and  suspension  s 
tings.  The  Hondas  didn't.  They  look 
smooth,  they  sounded  good,  but  again  ai 
again  the  bikes  pulled  off.  into  the  pi 
through  the  garage  and  into  the  tei 
Sound  of  wrenches  working  at  great  spec 

Discouraging,  for  me.  Never  mind  t 
results,  the  finishing  order  of  the  race.  P 
been  around  long  enough  to  know  that  yi 
.seldom  field  a  winner  right  from  the  sta 

But  the  problem  .seemed  to  be  the  e 
gine.  Oil  leaks.  There  was  even  one  m 
chanic  who  came  to  the  grid  with  ihe  bil 
and  stood  there  clutching  a  giant  roll 
paper  towels.  Grant  or  Katayama  wou 
fire  up  and  scoot  away  and  he'd  bend  dov 
with  towels  and  mop  up  the  oil. 

That.  I  kept  thinking,  looks  like  a  pro 
lem  they  should  have  been  able  to  solve 
the  dyno  room. 

Kenny  Roberts  worked  his  way  down 
1:29.81,  the  pole  and  the  lap  recoi 
Sheene  and  Ferrari  and  Hartog  weren't  I 
behind.  Meanwhile,  the  Hondas  came 
got  worked  on.  went  out.  came  in. 

"Power  is  the  least  of  their  problem: 
an  expert  standing  outside  the  garage  tc 
me.  "it's  the  tires." 

No.  The  most  of  their  problem  w 
getting  into  the  race.  Katayama's  best  Mi 
1:36.74.  putting  him  39th  out  ot  the 
starters  allowed.  The  cut  was  1:37.2,  a 
Grant's  best  was  1:37.9. 

Shortly  before  the  start.  Davison,  loo 
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grimmer  than  a  barrel  of  hangmen, 
ic  ripping  through  the  paddock  on  a  pit 
e.  He  slid  to  a  stop  outside  the  official's 
Iding  and  burst  through  the  door, 
vdade  it.  Thanks  to  other  entrants  falling 

or  having  mechanical  troubles,  there 
s  room  on  the  grid.  Grant  was  first 
.'mate  and  he  was  allowed  to  start. 

le  Race 

It  was  great.  Stupendous.  Best  I  ever  saw. 
Kenny  Roberts  is  the  best  rider  in  the 
rid.  We  knew  that  already,  but  watching 
n  lap  the  field  at  Daytona  or  practice 
eelies  at  Laguna  Seca  isn't  the  same  as 
tching  Roberts  against  the  world, 
rhc  other  guys  are  good.  too.  At  home, 
nny  wins.  In  the  world  championship, 
works  for  his  wins. 

Juring  practice  I  went  to  the  toughest 
ner  on  the  circuit.  Roberts  came 
ough  knee  down,  front  tire  doing  a 
khammer.  skipping  and  stuttering  while 
bcris  held  it  down,  kept  the  front  wheel 
line  by  force  of  will. 
\ftcr  practice  I  commented.  "Does  the 
nt  tire  always  do  that?" 
'Oh.  that  isn't  the  tire.  There's  some- 
ng  not  right  in  the  monoshock  and  it's 
ding  that  back  into  the  front  wheel." 
Barry  Sheene  was  a  pleasant  surprise.  In 
•  U.S..  that  is.  reading  what  Sheene  is 
iposcd  to  have  written,  he  comes  ofl'as  a 
htweight.  a  wiseacre  and  a  poor  loser. 
I  think  now.  having  watched  him  first- 
nd,  that  Sheene  thinks  the  big  talk  is 
chology.  At  close  range  he's  pleasant. 
)d  with  the  fans— and  he's  a  national 
ro.  no  question,  world  champion  or 
t— and  he  surely  can  ride. 


During  practice  his  Suzuki  looked  like  it 
was  made  of  rubber.  He  came  through  the 
twisty  bits  with  the  bike  in  constant  mo- 
tion, squirming  around,  constantly  moving 
off  line.  Sheene  looked  like  a  man  wres- 
tling an  alligator,  a  sly  and  bad-tempered 
alligator  at  that.  But  he  made  it  work. 

Both  teams  did  the  right  things  over- 
night. Roberts  and  Carruthers  dialed  in 
whatever  it  took.  Sheene's  crew  took  a  big 
chance  and  .swapped  rims  and  suspension 
settings  at  the  same  time.  Into  the  field  or 
into  the  fence,  as  they  used  to  say  at  Indy. 

At  the  start  Hartog  did  a  demon  exit  and 
came  through  in  first  place,  pursued  by 
Ferrari  and  Sheene.  all  bunched  up. 
Roberts  was  in  mid  pack,  covered  in  oil 
from  a  warm  up  lap  leak,  repaired  on  the 
grid.  As  the  leaders  dueled.  Roberts  caught 
up.  then  he  and  Sheene  did  a  duet  and  ran 
ofl"  from  the  rest. 

Marvelous.  They  were  closely  matched, 
both  bikes  worked  perfectly.  And  they  trust 
each  other.  The  contest  was  so  even  they 
raced  with  their  heads,  each  man  aware  of 
v\  hat  the  other  was  doing.  If  Roberts  was  a 
foot  wide  here.  Sheene  would  nip  past, 
then  reach  behind  him  and  make  rude 
gestures,  meaning  "Did'ja  see  that?  Try 
and  catch  me  now!" 

Then  Sheene  would  leave  an  t)pening 
and  Roberts  would  power  past  and  com- 
municate back.  This  went  on  to  the  last 
lap.  with  Kenny  in  the  lead  and  Barry 
using  a  swing  out  and  drive  down  that  had 
him  half  a  bike  length,  yes.  after  one 
complete  race,  in  back. 

What  a  race.  The  fans  were  so  carried 
away  that  they  swarmed  onto  the  track,  the 
better  to  honor  their  heros.  Very  un-En- 
glish, the  kind  of  thing  one  expects  from  a 


soccer  crowd  in  Spain,  but  again,  this  was 
the  sort  of  racing  that  causes  even  English- 
men to  lose  their  reserve. 

Indeed,  one  Englishman,  to  whom  I 
hadn't  been  introduced,  congratulated  me 
on  Roberts'  behalf  and  1  told  him -and 
meant  it-that  1  would  have  enjoyed  it  just 
as  much  if  Sheene  had  won. 

What?  Oh.  yeah,  the  Hondas. 

Katayama  came  though  in  last  place  on 
the  first  lap.  then  passed  some  other  bikes, 
then  didn't  come  'round  again.  Grant.  I 
never  saw.  Turned  out  his  engine  got  a 
terminal  oil  leak  at  the  start.  The  oil 
dumped  onto  the  rear  tire  and  Grant  went 
down,  literally  in  flames. 

Later  in  the  program,  during  the  Super- 
bike  race.  1  looked  behind  me  while  watch- 
ing from  a  corner  out  on  the  track  and 
there  was  Katayama.  He  really  does  like 
racing. 

Or  maybe  he  didn't  feel  like  hanging 
around  the  Honda  tent. 

Katayama  is  a  rock  singer  in  his  spare 
time.  Honest.  He's  a  cheerful  man,  affable, 
open  to  approaches. 

"1  missed  you  out  there  after  the  first 
laps."  1  said.  "What  happened?" 

"The  engine  began  to  misfire,  then  (with 
a  smile  and  a  shrug)  I  lost  the  front 
brakes." 

"What  do  you  think  of  the  bike?" 

"Not  enough  horsepower." 

Katayama  rides  the  way  you'd  expect  a 
rock  star  to  ride,  lots  of  showmanship. 

"The  bike  looked  good,  but  you  didn't 
seem  to  be  riding  the  way  you  usually  do, 
you  know,  not  hanging  it  out." 

Another  smile  and  shrug.  "Not  enough 
horsepower." 

continued  on  piif;e  9.? 


rshals  rush  to  aid  Grant  and  a  fireman  opens  up  on  the  NR500  after  Grant's  first  lap  spill.  You  can  just  barely  see  flames  pouring 
m  the  machine. 


to  by  Don  Morley 
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COLD  STORAGE 

Winter  Survival  Is  Easy  for  Carefully  Prepared  Motorcycles 


It's  getting  to  be  that  time  of  year  again, 
when  you  have  to  bundle  up  like  an 
arctic  explorer  just  to  ride  around  the 
block.  Time  to  put  the  bike  in  the  shed  and 
wait  for  spring.  Store  it  properly  and  come 
spring,  it'll  be  eager  to  go.  Do  it  wrong  and 
by  the  time  winter's  over,  you'll  have  a 
restoration  project  on  your  hands. 

Corrosion  is  the  main  enemy,  both  inter- 
nally and  externally.  External  corrosion  is 
easy  to  fight.  The  first  step  is  to  clean  the 
bike.  Not  just  the  tank  and  fenders,  but  all 
the  little  crevices  like  under  the  fenders 
and  around  the  battery  compartment, 
where  hidden  dirt  can  trap  moisture.  Run 
the  engine  until  it  is  completely  dry.  Mois- 
ture remaining  in  the  exhaust  system  can 
be  removed  by  riding  the  bike  a  few  miles 
or  by  removing  and  draining  the  pipes  and 
mufflers.  Either  way.  spray  their  insides 
with  a  moisture  barrier  such  as  oil.  WD-40 
or  silicone  spray. 

Check  the  bike  over  for  nicks  and 
scratches  in  the  paint  and  touch  these  up 
with  a  fine  brush  and  good  quality  enamel. 
Use  clear  if  you  can't  find  a  close  color 
match. 

After  the  touch-up  paint  is  dry  and  hard 
(it  may  take  a  day  or  two),  wax  all  the 
painted  surfaces  and  buff  out  the  wax. 
Coat  the  engine  and  pipes  with  a  light  coat 
of  oil.  WD-40  or  silicone  spray.  Other  bare 
metal  surfaces  can  be  treated  the  same  way 
or  waxed.  Some  riders  prefer  to  spray  all 
the  metal  surfaces  (except  the  engine  and 
pipes)  with  clear  lacquer  or  Krylon  to 
eliminate  the  rusting  problem. 

Internal  corrosion  is  caused  by  acids  in 
the  oil  formed  during  the  combustion  pro- 
cess, so  the  oil  should  be  changed  before 
storage.  If  there  is  a  removable  oil  filter, 
remove  it.  Replace  the  cover  or  bolt  and 
refill  the  crankcase.  Put  a  few  ounces  of  oil 
into  each  cylinder,  kick  the  engine  through 
a  few  times  to  coat  the  cylinder  walls  and 
then  replace  the  plugs. 

.  Or  you  can  use  military/aircraft  practice 
and  "pickle"  your  engine.  Replace  the 
crankcase  oil  with  an  engine  storage  oil 
that  meets  military  specification  Mil-L- 
21260.  These  oils  are  formulated  to  cling  to 
metal  surfaces  and  provide  optimum  cor- 
rosion protection  under  cold  conditions 
while  conventional  motor  oil  is  designed  to 
cope  with  engine  heat.  (Many  oil  com- 
panies sell  storage  oil  in  bulk  lots  but  small 
quantities  are  available  as  Stits  Engine 
Storage  Oil.  $3.84/qt.  from  Stits  Aircraft 
Coatings.  RO.  Box  3084.  Riverside,  Calif. 
95219  (714)  684-4280.  Run  the  engine  at 
low  rpm  for  a  couple  of  minutes  to  dis- 
tribute the  oil  throughout  the  engine  and 
then  follow  the  rest  of  the  conventional 
storage  procedures.  When  you  return  the 
bike  to  service,  drain  the  storage  oil  and 
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refill  with  conventional  oil  before  starting 
up  the  engine. 

Remove  the  battery,  clean  it  and  the 
terminals  off  with  baking  soda  and  water 
(being  careful  not  to  get  any  inside  the 
battery)  and  then  store  it  in  a  dry  place. 
Charge  the  battery  every  month  or  so  on  a 
trickle  charger.  If  the  battery  is  left  in  an 
unheated  garage,  a  charge  is  necessary  to 
keep  it  from  freezing.  Battery  electrolyte  at 
l.lOO  specific  gravity  (discharged)  can 
freeze  at  15°  above  zero.  But  at  1.260 
specific  gravity  (fully  charged)  it  won't 
freeze  until  the  temperature  drops  to  about 
75°  below  zero. 

Drain  the  gas  tank,  slosh  some  oil 
around  inside  it  to  prevent  rust.  Then  drain 
clean  and  dry  the  carb  float  bowls  so  no  gas 
is  left  to  dry  out  and  form  varnish.  Give  the 
points  a  spray  of  WD-40  or  silicone  spray. 

Lube  the  chain  and  cables.  On  shaft- 
drive  models,  change  the  driveshaft  and 
rear  drive  oil.  Grease  all  pivot  points.  Stuff 
an  oily  rag  into  each  exhaust  pipe  to  keep 
moisture  out.  Put  the  bike  on  its  center- 
stand  and  block  it  up  so  both  wheels  are  off 
the  ground.  Go  over  all  the  vinyl  and 
rubber  parts  (seat,  tire  sidewalls,  fork  seals, 
etc.)  with  a  vinyl  preservative  such  as  Ar- 
mor-All or  Son-of-a-Gun  to  reduce  drying 
and  weather  checking.  If  you  apply  a  pre- 
servative to  the  tire  treads,  the  tires  will 
have  to  be  carefully  scrubbed-in  (don't  try 
to  drag  the  pegs  in  the  first  turn  you  come 
to)  before  they  will  provide  full  traction. 

If  you  cover  the  bike,  use  a  water-re- 
sistant cover  that  "breathes."  A  waterproof 
cover  may  collect  condensation  on  the 
inside  and  trap  this  moisture  next  to  the 
bike.  Every  few  weeks  kick  the  engine  over 


a  few  times  (but  don't  start  it),  rotate 
wheels  and  pump  the  forks  to  keep 
various  seals  and  bearings  lubricated. 

To  return  your  bike  to  service,  refill 
tank  with  fresh  gasoline  and  wash  off 
bike  and  engine  with  mild  deterge 
Check  the  tire  pressure  and  all  the  adji 
ments  (timing,  chain,  clutch,  etc.).  Ck 
the  brake  discs  with  alcohol,  cont 
cleaner  or  acetone  to  remove  any  oily  fi 
Clean  the  battery  terminals,  replace 
battery,  remove  the  rags  from  the  exha 
pipes,  lube  the  chain  and  cables,  repl; 
the  oil  filter  and  top  off  the  oil. 

Kick  the  engine  through  a  few  strol 
with  the  ignition  off  to  pump  some 
through  it  and  start  the  engine.  The  smc 
from  the  oil  in  the  cylinders  should 
away  after  a  mile  or  two.  After  50  to  I 
miles,  change  the  oil  and  the  filter 
dissolve  any  accumulated  crud. 

If  the  bike  wasn't  properly  stored,  or  i 
has  simply  been  left  unused  for  a  lo 
lime,  a  few  extra  precautions  are  necessa 
Kick  the  engine  through  a  few  times 
check  for  compression  and  feel  for  a 
rough  spots  that  could  indicate  corrod 
bearings  or  a  buildup  of  varnish  on  slidi 
surfaces.  If  so,  dismantle  the  engine  and 
it.  Drain  the  tank,  fuel  lines  and  carbs. 
there  is  any  rust  in  the  tank,  slosh  sor 
nuts  and  washers  (or  BBs)  and  solve 
around  in  the  tank  to  remove  the  loo 
scale  and  then  install  fuel  filters  to  ke( 
any  additional  rust  out  of  the  carbs.  Di 
mantle  the  carbs  and  clean  them  tho 
oughly  in  acetone,  solvent  or  carb  cleant 

To  remove  built-up  sludge  from  the  e: 
gine,  fill  it  with  a  good,  high-detergent  c 
and  then  change  the  oil  and  filter  every  H 
miles  or  so  until  the  oil  comes  out  clea 
Thereafter,  change  at  normal  intervals. 

Rubber  dries  out  and  hardens  with  tim 
so  tires  are  suspect  if  they've  been  ston 
more  than  a  year,  especially  if  the  bi 
wasn't  blocked  up  ofl'  the  ground  or  if 
was  stored  in  a  smoggy  area.  Check  tl 
tires  carefully  for  weather  checking  at 
flat  spots  and  if  there  is  any  doubt  abo 
their  condition,  replace  the  tires  and  tub« 
Change  the  fork  oil. 

Sometimes  a  battery  that's  been  store 
for  a  long  time  will  appear  to  take  a  charj 
and  test  out  well  on  a  hydrometer  but  th 
"surface  charge"  isn't  suflicient  to  run  tl 
headlight  or  an  electric  starter.  Batteries 
this  condition  can  sometimes  be  rejuv 
nated  by  prolonged  charging  or  drainir 
and  filling  with  fresh  electrolyte,  but 
most  cases,  it's  better  to  simply  replai 
them. 

When  you're  done,  the  bike  will  be 
top  shape  and  ready  to  go.  so  put  t)n  yoi 
gear,  bead  for  your  favorite  road  and  sta 
restoring  yourself 
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»OLYGLYCOAT— 

"he  amazing  sealant 
hat's  been  protect- 
ng  new  car  paint 
inishes  for  years,  is 
1CW  available  to 
Drotect  vour  bike's 
inish  too! 

We  know  how  hard  it  is  for  bike  enthusiasts  to  keep 
nishes  clean,  shiny  and  new  looking.  So,  we  took  our 
iimous  Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  and  redesigned  it 
lito  an  economical  application  kit  especially  for  bikers. 

SAFE.  EASY  TO  USE,  NOT  A  WAX! 

Polyglycoat  Lusterizing  Sealant  is  a  superior  pen- 
iJlrant  that  protects  your  paint  finish  against  fading,  loss 
If  gloss  and  weather  deterioration.  It  makes  your  bike 
sasier  to  clean  and  gives  you  less  work — more  time  to 
injoy  your  bike! 

Ask  for  this  handy  kit  at  quality  bike  shops  or  send  in 
ne  coupon  for  more  information  and  the  name  of  the 
nearest  Polyglycoat  outlet  in  your  area. 


'n979  Pblyglycoot  Corporotion 
.1  i^v^  LniXflihrnni  r-nihvununii 


Did  Jack  Penton  switch  to  Kawasaki's 
new  KDX175  to  finish  2nd? 


Jack  Penton  didn't  build  his  reputation  on  being 
second.  When  he  switched  to  Kawasaki,  he 
knew  he  was  going  to  ride  competition  enduro 
bikes  that  were  built  to  win.  Kawasaki  doesn't 
think  there's  any  other  way  to  build  them. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  KDX175, 
they've  truly  achieved  the  state  of  the  art.  The 
engine  and  the  frame  are  based  on  the  factory 
KX125  motocross  winners,  and  the  suspension 
is  the  new  Uni-Trak.™That  makes  for  a  double 
whammy.  Power  and  handling. 

Take  a  look  at  this  power  plant.  The  173cc 


two-stroke  engine  aanks  out  lots  of  horse- 
power and  the  six-petal  reed  valve  system 
gives  you  good,  controllable  low-end  and  mid- 
range  power  You  get  the  best  use  out  of  this 
wide  powerband  through  the  quick  shifting 
six-speed  transmission.  Kawasaki's  exclusive 
Electrofusion  cylinder  resists  seizure  better 
than  any  other  production  process,  and  the 
special  radial-fin  head  helps  remove  heat  when  i 
you  really  start  cooking. 

Now,  how  does  it  handle?  The  KDX175  is 
light.  Only  214  lbs.  And  it's  narrow.  Put  them 


together  and  you  can  throw  it  around  those 
A^icious  enduro  courses.  And  the  suspension? 
How  does  9.8"of  travel  front  and  rear  grab  you? 
^And  the  Uni-Trak  is  no  ordinary  suspension, 
nt  keeps  the  center  of  gravity  low,  and  with  only 
X)ne  shock  you  never  have  to  worry  about 
Aineven  damping.  It'll  keep  you  going  straight 
x)ver  whoop-de-doos.  Measured  against  any 
x)ther  form  of  suspension,  it  keeps  the  rear 
Avheel  on  the  ground  longer  That's  more  power 
jto  the  ground... and  that's  what  makes  you  win. 
nt  is  the  combination  of  adjustable  air-spring 
Heading  axle  front  forks  and  the  Uni-Trak  that 
^ves  you  the  trickest  suspension  on  the  market. 

The  KDX175  is  the  most  innovative  175 
^enduro  bike  you  can  buy  It's  race  ready  Lights 


front  and  back.  A  tripmeter/odometer,  and 
a  first  class  braking  system  including  a  floating 
rear  brake. 


If  you  want  another  opinion,  just  ask 
Jack  Penton.  He  didn't  switch  to  Kawasaki's 
KDX175  to  finish  second. 

Kawasaki 

Don't  let  the  good  times  pass  you  by. 


Alive  with  pleasure! 


KINGS 

Newport 


Jifterally  if  smo1{ing  isn't 
a  pleasure,  why  bother? 


1 

18  mg,  "tar",  1.3  mg.  nicotine  av." 
per  cigarette,  FTC  Repon  May  1978. 


inero  (3)  after  stuffing  h/s  ^  ^ 
I  into  ttie  lead  Schlactite^^^ft 
derts.  and  Pons  _^J9^^K^ 


By  Kent  Petersonr 


ofessor  Roberts,  Ph.D.,  R.R.,  gives  lessons  while  the  racing  returns  to  Formula  75(X 


ich  Schlachter  sat  atop  a  case  of  oil 
jMfc  in  the  back  of  the  Kawasaki  truck 
"  (his  Superbike  sponsors),  soaking 
up  the  shade  and  large  quantities  of  orange 
J  uice  between  heats  of  the  Champion 
Spark  Plug  200  F750  race  at  Laguna  Seca. 
When  asked  about  his  second-place  per- 
formance in  the  first  100  kilometer  heal,  he 
replied,  "Boy.  1  just  received  one  hell  of  a 
>lesson  in  riding  fast!"  His  teacher,  of 
course,  was  Kenny  Roberts,  the  man  who. 
if  such  a  thing  were  available,  would  surely 
nold  a  Ph.D.  in  motorcycle  road  racing. 
JUnfortunately  for  his  pupils.  KR's  lessons 
ure  taught  under  a  great  deal  of  pressure, 
[special  help  is  almost  non-existent,  and  the 
i:ime  allotted  for  active  student  participa- 
iiion  and  observation  is  brief 

Schlachter  was  lucky  on  this  occasion 
oecause  for  28  laps  of  the  33-lap  heat  he 
und  Robert.s,  along  with  Skip  Aksland, 
jockeyed  for  the  lead- changing  positions 
)5ometimes  six  times  a  lap.  Queried  again 
us  to  what  the  most  significant  thing  he 
j.earned  was,  Schlachter  said  succinctly, 
"Use  less  brakes  and  more  gas!"  To  Rich, 
AA-ho  is  known  on  the  East  Coast  as  the 
"king  of  the  late  brakers,"  this  meant  a 
ilarge-scale  change  in  riding  tactics.  "I  now 
(realize  that  the  brakes  are  only  there  to 
lolow  you  down.  lt"s  more  important  to  be 
on  the  gas  as  soon  as  possible,  getting  the 
rtard  drive  out  of  the  corners." 

Aksland"s  mott)r  began  to  lose  power  on 
ilap  25.  It  finally  threw  a  rod  on  the  last  lap, 
mecessitating  a  push  across  the  finish  line 
und  relegating  Skipper  to  14th  place. 
Schlachter  continued  to  shadow  Roberts 
uintil  lap  28  when  KR  u.sed  his  ability  in 
ilraffic  and  a  1 :08.25  lap  to  break  away, 
/•vinning  the  heal  by  a  three  second  margin. 
^Asked  by  Roxy  Rockwood  between  heals 
fhow  hard  he'd  had  to  ride,  Roberts  said 
"about  90  percent"  and  that  except  for  a 
;Taulty  kill  switch  which  was  shorting  out 
i;he'd  ripped  away  the  wire)  and  fading 
iTront  brakes  (he'd  forgotten  that  the  750 
Aivas  some  80  lb.  heavier  than  his  500). 


everything  went  okay.  Schlachter  had  been 
hampered  by  a  gas  tank  vent  line  which 
had  come  adrift,  spraying  prcmix  on  his 
windscreen  and  forcing  him  to  raise  his 
head  above  the  bubble  in  order  to  see. 
Other  than  that  he  was  pumped  for  heal 
two. 

Gene  Romero  looked  as  though  he  was 
going  to  do  well  in  the  first  heal,  making 
his  customary  lightning  start  from  the  out- 
side of  the  front  row  and  leading  Roberts. 
Patrick  Pons,  Raymond  Roche,  Schlachter. 
Randy  Mamola,  Ak.sland.  David  Aldana 
and  !Vlike  Cone  past  the  line  on  lap  one. 
He  held  the  lead  until  lap  five  when  a 
throttle  cable  jammed  open  and  he  pitied, 
leaving  Schlachter.  Roberts,  Aksland  and 
Pons  in  a  group  at  the  front.  Romero's  crew 
replaced  the  cables  and  he  returned  on  lap 
27,  circulating  at  a  high  rate  of  knots  and 
giving  notice  of  his  intentions  for  the  sec- 
ond heat. 


Patrick  Pons,  the  F750  points  leader,  had 
been  on  the  pole  for  heat  one,  thanks  to 
the  annual  Laguna  Seca  timing  and/or 
scoring  foul-up.  This  year  it  took  the  form 
of  wildly  optimistic  qualifying  times 
handed  out  on  a  roughly  equal  basis.  Since 
those  whose  positions  were  enhanced 
weren't  complaining  and  those  who  fell 
they'd  been  jobbed  were  in  the  minority, 
the  PIM  jury  decided  to  let  the  times 
stand  -  Pons'  1:08.046  went  into  the  record 
books.  He  did  justify  his  starting  position, 
hanging  onto  the  leading  trio  until  his  tank 
vent  also  began  to  leak,  covering  his 
helmet  visor  with  gas.  and  he  began  to 
drop  back.  Aldana  got  by  him  on  lap  22 
and  Mamola  passed  him  on  the  last  lap, 
leaving  Pons  in  fifth  place  following  Aks- 
land's  demi.se. 

Aldana  and  Mamola  had  a  good  duel 
going  until  lap  15  when  David  got  away. 

(  iiniiUKcJ  on  pui^r  S!< 


Schlactitmr  up  front,  with  Ph.D.  Kenny  Roberts  second  and  waiting.  Mamola  is  third,  Aldana  t 
fourth. 


3tos  by  John  Ulrich  and  Kant  RMarson 
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Strong,  three-liter polydhyle 
fuel  tank 


Oiir  exclusive  race-winning 
Monoshock  rear  suspensimi 


INTRODUCING  THE  YZSaTHE  FIR 


Before  we  could  officially  intro- 
duce our  new  YZ50  it  ecimed 
the  NMA  Grand  National  50cc 
Junior  Cycle  championship. 

You  can't  get  much  faster 
than  that. 

THE  MOUSE 
THAT  ROARED. 

Even  we  were  suiprised  when 
Mike  "Mouse"  McCoy  pushed 
our  newest  YZ  to  a  national  title 
in  its  very  first  race.  Against 
the  best  competition  going. 


But  the  mighty  Mouse 
roared  to  an  easy  victory  And 
he  did  it  on  a  YZ50  that  came 
right  out  of  the  aate. 

Our  stock  YZ50  is  built  to 
race — and  win  —  just  like  our 
bigger  motocrossers.With  all 
the  MX-winning  features,  like 
our  exclusive  fade-resistant 
Monoshock  rear  suspension. 
It  has  a  whopping  115mm  of 
travel  and  a  sturdy  triangu- 
lated swing  arm  that  eliminates 


1 

rear  wheel  flex.  Plus  it's  easil. 
and  infinitely  adjust^ible  to  su 
different  riders  and  courses. 

POWER  TO  THE 
LITTLE  PEOPLE. 

No  other  50  produces  so  muo 
power:  9  BHPat  10,500  n^m". 
With  0.62  kg/m  of  torque.TO 
49cc  powerplant  has  our  uni»i 
Torque  hiduction  system  witl 
oversize  reed  valves  and  a  biji 
20mm  Mikuni  airburetor 
That's  how  it  cranks  out  stej¥i 


Copyrighted  material 


Leading/ trailing  dnim  brakes 
frcnit  and  rear  make  stopping 
as  easy  as  going. 


>TOCROSSER  BORN  WITH  A  TITLE. 


able  torque  over  such  a  wide 
^erband. 

A.nd  it  has  a  five-  speed  close- 
D  racinjg  transmission  that 
half-pint  Bob  Hannahs 
all  the  dirt-eating  power  to 
:  advantage. 

Holding  it  all  together  is  an 
•emely  strong,  rigid  tubular- 
J  cradle  frame  that's  sur- 
ingly  light.  The  bike  weighs 
r  50kg,  which  is  less  than 
lyYZSO  riders. 


An  extra-low  seat  position 
lets  the  smallest  fry  sit  with 
both  boots  planted  firmly  on  the 
ground  for  great  stability. 
Yet  he'll  have  plenty  of  ground 
clearance —a  full  195mm. 

SIMTATTHETOP 
AND  WORK  UP. 

Our  YZ50  already  makes  the 
other  50's  (and  many  60's)  look 
like  scooters.  But,  when  your 
junior  MXer  is  ready  for  even 
more  horsepower,  we  offer  a 


60cc  conversion  kit. 

That  way,  the  YZ50  will 
have  your  little  winner  well  on 
his  way  to  becoming  a  bigger 
winner. 

So  why  didn't  we  build  a 
YZ60  in  the  first  place?  Because 
the  YZ50  appealed  to  our  sense 
of  fair  play. 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  how  they're  built. 


I  LEE  FITS  AMERICA 


Western  is  fashion— Western  is  Lee!  And  these  lean  Lee  Rider  jeans  and  jackets  are  here  to  prove  it.  TH 
fit  smooth,  they  move  easy,  they're  100%  indigo  cotton  denim— and  they're  just  about  as  authentic  as  you  o 
get.  The  Lee  Company,  640  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10019.  (212)  765-4215. 

'      '  A  company  of  ^^orporai( 


Roberts  (2)  and  Aldana  (10)  rounded  turn  eight  almost  touching,  but  Gene  Romero  (3) 
iJDullied  his  way  past  on  the  brakes  at  turn  nine.  Schlachter  (48)  and  Mamola  trail. 


He  continued  to  charge,  winding  up  4  sec. 
(oehind  Schlachter.  Mamola.  fresh  from  his 
second  place  in  the  f  innish  500  GP,  was 
liiding  a  borrowed  bike,  as  was  Dale  Sin- 
l;leton.  Both  had  left  the  A-team  ma- 
I  hinery  in  l:urope  and  both  were  missing 
rfie  horsepower.  Randy,  w  ht)  had  unloaded 
)ieavily  in  practice,  said  he  was  "riding  as 
Hard  as  I  know  how"  but  just  couldn't  stay 
■A'ith  the  leaders.  Singleton  also  found  it 
irustrating  to  be  blocked  by  slower  riders 
ion  the  corner  exits  and  then  have  them 
motor  away  on  the  straight.  Nonetheless  he 
nnaintained  a  heat-long  dice  with  Swiss 
liider  Michel  I'rutschi  until  lap  28  when 
I'-rutschi  pulled  away  and  left  Dale  in 
aeventh  place.  Behind  Singleton  were 
Roche,  a  very  on-form  Kevin  Stafford,  and 
Ron  Pierce. 

Between  heats  activity  was  based  as  one 
Aould  expect  on  the  first  heat  perform- 
iinces.  I  he  front-running  bikes  received  a 
thorough  inspection  and  in  most  cases  new 
jxur  rubber.  Roberts'  bike  was  also  given  a 
new  kill  switch.  Most  needed  repairs  were 
of  a  minor  nature,  but  Mike  Cone  was 
lOack  inside  his  motor  in  a  Je/o  vu  re- 
lenactment  of  his  Sears  Point  performance. 
Once  again  through  heroic  effort  he  man- 
jiged  to  be  ready  in  time  only  to  have  a 
rrank  let  go  in  heat  two  yet  another  long, 
iguiet  ride  back  to  Texas.  Ron  Pierce,  w  hose 
;Yamaha  Motor  C  anada  bike  didn't  even 
nrrive  until  Sunday  morning  due  to  a 
Transporter  breakdown,  was  changing 
(•earing,  suspension  and  tires  in  an  attempt 
)o  find  the  right  combination.  l:ven  Bob 
Work  and  factory  machinery  can't  com- 
loensate  for  lack  of  track  lime.  The  brothers 
Aksland  would  be  spectators  for  heat  two. 

Heat  two  at  Laguna  should  go  a  long 
way  toward  silencing  the  people  who  say 
ihat  750  racing  is  boring.  The  bike  brand 


name  may  have  been  monotonous,  but  the 
riding  wasn't.  Rich  Schlachter  grabbed  a 
three  bike-length  lead  over  the  start-finish 
hill  and  led  an  unrulv  pack  consisting  of 
Mamola.  Aldana,  the  still  inspired  Staf- 
ford, Pons,  Roberts.  Roche,  Harry  Klinz- 
mann  and  l-rutschi  on  lapone.  f  br  the  next 
live  laps  the  leader  remained  the  same  but 
the  rest  were  in  a  constant  state  of  change. 
Roberts  dropped  back  to  10th  briefly  as  his 
new  kill  sw  itch  also  began  malfunctioning, 
but  after  tearing  the  wire  away  once  more, 
ho  quickly  reeled  in  the  leaders.  The  teem- 
ing mass  had  been  joined  by  Singleton  and 


a  listing  of  the  position  changes  would 
require  more  space  than  this  article  allows. 
By  lap  four  another  newcomer  joined  the 
fray  Gene  Romero.  Tiger  Gene  had  fire 
in  his  eyes  as  he  started  the  second  heat 
from  last  position.  He  passed  17  riders  on 
the  first  lap  and  worked  his  way  up  to 
seventh  place  by  lap  four.  .As  Roberts  said 
after  the  race.  "You  always  know  when 
Gene's  going  for  it- he  comes  out  of  the 
hairpin  with  his  elbows  straight  out."  On 
lap  1 1  the  elbows  really  straightened  out  as 
he  passed  Roberts  and  Aldana  in  a  move 
that  brought  the  corner  nine  crowd  to  its 
feet.  Aldana  was  literally  leaning  against 
Roberts'  leg  as  they  rounded  the  100  mph 
righlhand  corner  eight,  with  Romero  just 
behind.  Aldana  drifted  out  to  the  left, 
leaving  barely  enough  space  for  Romero  to 
brush  past  bt)th  riders  into  corner  nine. 
Gene  left  his  braking  so  late  the  bike 
fishtailed  into  the  corner,  then  he  gassed  it 
so  hard  coming  out  that  he  almost  lost  it 
again.  I  hen  he  looked  back  at  Roberts  and 
gave  him  a  come-on  wave!  Roberts  in  turn 
looked  back  at  Aldana  and  just  shook  his 
head. 

Romero's  lead  was  short-lived,  however, 
as  on  lap  14  Roberts  repassed  and  again 
using  his  expertise  in  traffic  pulled  out  a 
comfortable  lead,  entertaining  the  crowd 
with  huge  wheelies  for  the  last  10  laps. 
Schlachter,  who  had  led  the  first  six  laps, 
had  learned  another  lesson.  He  hadn't 
changed  his  rear  tire  between  heats  and 
now  it  began  to  get  slippery.  After  several 
lurid  slides  he  decided  to  ease  off  and 
finish  on  the  pavement.  His  second  overall 
was  assured  when  Aldana  overshot  the 
hairpin  on  lap  16  and  lost  about  10  seconds 
before  rejoining. 

Patrick  Pons  threw  awav  his  chance  to> 


You  could  tell  Roberts'  (2)  bike  had  steam  when  he  pulled  other  riders  while  riding  on  one 
wheel.  Romero  (3)  and  Pons  (303)  have  grandstand  seats. 
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solidify  his  F750  points  situation  when  he 
used  loo  much  rear  brake  entering  the 
corkscrew  and  crashed.  Fortunatelv.  onlv 
Pons'  pride  and  the  bike  suffered.  Mamola 
also  had  an  excellent  performance  go  for 
naught  when  his  clutch  cable  snapped  on 
lap  16.  Frut-schi  passed  Schlachler  on  lap 
21.  finishing  third  about  5  sec.  behind 
Romero  and  fourth  overall.  Aldana  came 
in  fifth,  followed  by  Frenchmen  Roche  and 
Marc  Ft>ntan.  Singleton  was  eighth  after  a 
long  struggle  with  Pierce.  John  Betten- 
courl.  Klin/.mann  and  Stafford. 

.As  Kenny  Roberts  lifted  the  front  wheel 
of  his  bike  out  of  turn  nine  and  set  it  down 
again  at  the  siart-fmish  line  in  a  747-like 
puff  of  smoke  his  brief  U.S.  tour  ended. 
Twt)  races  and  two  masterful  victories. 
Schoi>l  is  out  for  another  year.  Q 


SUPERBIKE  PRODUCTION 

Fast  Freddie  Spencer  finds  the  woy  arm  ind 
the  Bakersfield  IJr^  By  John  ulrich 


F750  Results 


Heat  One 

Kenny  Roberts 
Richard  Schlachter 
David  Aldana 
Randy  Mamola 
Patrick  Pons 
Michel  Frul.schi 
Dale  Singleton 
Raymond  Roche 
Kevin  Stafford 
Ron  Pierce 


Heat  Two 

Kenny  Roberts 
Gene  Romero 
Michel  f  rut.schi 
Richard  Schlachter 
David  Aldana 
Raymond  Roche 
Maa'  Fontan 
Dale  Singleton 
Ron  Pierce 
.lohn  Bcltencourt 


With  Pocono  canceled  the  week  afterwards.  Laguna  Seca  decided  the  Superbike  seai 
Champion  Wes  Cooley  (left)  lost  the  race  and  won  the  war:  Freddie  Spencer  won  the  race  • 
was  third  in  points;  Ron  Pierce  was  third  at  Laguna.  second  in  the  championship 


AM\TA(,i:M(riX)RV 

The  Old  Crocks  Return  to  Laguna  Seca  by  Allan  Girdler 


We  were  sitting  on  the  false  grid, 
waiting  for  the  signal  to  begin  our. 
uh,  exhibition,  when  the  AMA  official 
noticed  Martin  Vogel.  Martin  is  a  typical 
motocross  kid;  long  hair,  surfer  style,  etc. 
He  was  slouched  on  his  Harley  KR750 
with  his  borrowed  leathers  making  a  per- 
fect match,  as  the  KR  is  what  one  would 
have  to  call  unrestored;  paint  by  brush, 
solid  rear  end  with  disc  front  brake  and 
bars  that  would  do  justice  to  a  Texas 
longhorn. 

So  this  AMA  guy,  a  grizzled  old  coot  in 
immaculate  whites,  stalks  over  to  the  long- 
hair kid  just  like  a  scene  in  a  drive-in 
movie,  and  he  says  . .  . 

"I  think  I've  got  a  transmission  left  over 
from  my  KR.  If  you  can  use  it,  I'll  give  it  to 
you." 

Welcome  to  Laguna  Seca's  second  al- 
most-annual vintage  race,  and  farewell  to 
the  generation  gap.  the  haves  vs.  have-nots, 
east  vs.  west  and  every  other  rivalry  you 
ever  heard  of.  When  the  old  bikes  run. 
nothing  else  matters. 

Persistent  readers  will  recall  that  two 
years  ago  guys  with  old  racing  macines  put 
on  a  show  as  part  of  the  annual  750  round. 
The  crowd  loved  it.  but  last  year  the  track 
didn't  get  proper  requests  in  time  to  stage 
another  show,  so  they  said  to  come  back 
earlier  for  1979. 


Which  we  did.  we  being  an  informal 
collection  of  owners  and  fans  known  as 
VROOM,  short  for  Vintage  Racers  Of  Old 
Motorcycles.  A  public  appeal  brought  in 
scores  of  interested  fans.  We  also  got  a 
president,  in  the  form  of  Mike  Lewis,  who 
in  real  life  is  national  service  manager  for 
Triumph's  American  branch.  Mike  owns 
something  like  nine  BSA  Gold  Stars,  a 
couple  Triumphs  and  a  Yamaha  TD-1, 
plus  he  did  all  the  grunt  work  of  writing 
letters  and  making  lists  and  preparing  a 
proposal  for  the  club  that  puts  on  the 
Laguna  Seca  races.  Let  us  run,  we  prom- 
ised, and  we'll  bring  at  least  25  vintage 
motorcycles,  with  riders  in  leathers  and 
good  helmets.  We'll  do  the  rules  and  the 
inspection  and  the  whole  thing. 

It  worked.  We  got  most  of  the  guys  who 
ran  the  club's  first  event,  and  we  got  more 
people  to  haul  the  dusty  old  campaigners 
out  of  the  back  of  the  garage. 

And  we  got  the  real  vintage  crowd.  The 
Classic  and  Antique  Motorcycle  Associa- 
tion was  having  its  annual  meeting  on  the 
same  weekend  as  VROOM's  first  race.  An 
accident  discovered  too  late.  So  for  La- 
guna Seca  CAMA  president  Frank  Conley 
enlisted  club  members  and  his  own 
collection. 

Our  reserved  parking  spaces,  at  the  back 
of  the  paddock,  were  a  show  by  them- 


Around  Turn  9  it's  No.  1,  Don  Vesco  oi 
Norton  Manx  on  the  outside,  Jody  Nicho 
(58)  and  his  Gilera  500  on  the  inside  a 
Martin  Vogel,  no  number  Harley  KR.  in  th, 
No.  95  is  a  Norton  International  and  I  for, 
to  write  down  the  rider's  name. 

selves.  American.  Italian.  English.  Jj 
anese  and  Spanish,  with  Harley.  Bulta 
Honda.  Excelsior.  Norton.  Ducati,  BS 
Gilera,  Vincent  and  Yamaha,  all  lined 
for  display.  The  paddock  was  semiput 
and  we  drew  a  good  crowd.  You  coi 
hardly  hear  the  Nortons  idling  for  the  cl 
of  cameras. 

We  got  practice  on  Saturday,  then 
went  to  a  pizza  parlor  for  the  offic 
banquet,  then  we  had  five  hot  laps 
Sunday.  What  actually  happened  dur 
the  event  I'm  not  sure,  as  me  and  F 
Rooster  were  in  the  pack  and  all  I  could 
was  a  couple  hundred  feet  in  either  dir 
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aybe  I  should  try  that  Bakers- 
field  line,"  said  Freddie 
Spencer  after  his  Superbike 
duction  heat  race  at  Laguna  Seca. 
ncer.  17.  had  just  seen  firsthand  some 
he  tricks  Ron  Pierce,  30,  has  learned  in 
(fears  of  professional  road  racing, 
ierce  beat  Spencer  in  the  heat  race,  just 
le  had  beaten  Spencer  at  Sears  Point, 
"he  key  to  Pierce's  victory  in  both  cases 
his  tight,  inside  "Bakersfield  Line," 
led  after  Pierce's  hometown  in  Califor- 
and  it  successfully  thwarted  young 
ncer's  every  attempt  to  get  past. 
It's  just  like  dirt  track,"  said  Spencer, 
king  his  head.  "If  somebody  gets  out 
ne  on  that  groove  and  they've  got  power 
you,  you  can't  do  anything.  I  could  go 
I  seconds  a  lap  faster  if  somebody 
n't  in  my  way.  It's  frustrating,  but  it's 
to  me  to  find  a  way  to  get  by  real  quick 
are  he  can  get  back  in  front." 
pencer  worried  about  offending  his 
nsor  by  admitting  that  his  Kawasaki 
erbike  wasn't  as  fast  as  Pierce's  Yoshi- 
ra  Suzuki,  but  that  was  no  revelation  to 
'body  who  had  watched  the  race, 
rce's  bike  was  a  lot  faster,  yet  the  race 
extremely  close. 

I  don't  know  if  I  can  hold  him 
encer)  off  (in  the  final  race),"  said 
nee  after  the  heat.  "He's  really  smooth 
he  corners,  and  my  bike  was  wobbling: 


1.  One  of  the  Norton  riders  said  "That 
ig  of  yours  is  faster  than  I  thought.  I 
1  to  pass  you  in  the  corners."  which  puts 

in  my  place.  And  1  had  a  good  dice 
h  John  Weed  on  a  genuine  production 
nda  racer,  one  of  the  CR125  Twins.  I'd 
s  him  on  the  straights,  he'd  gel  back  in 

twisty  parts,  etc. 

Veeks  later  I  asked  Jody  Nicholas  about 
:  unofficial  results.  "Was  that  John 
yer  Norton  in  the  race?" 
'Oh,  no,  that  guy  showed  up  .so  we 
jred  heck,  let  him  run  even  if  the  bike  is 
I  new." 

'Well  then."  Jody  said.  "I  passed  Don 
ico  just  before  the  last  turn,  so  if  the 
irton  wasn't  eligible,  I  won." 
io  did  we  all.  For  fear  of  jinxing  the 
)ject  I  won't  say  vintage  bike  racing  is 
■e  to  stay. 

3ut  old  racing  bikes  are  the  wave  of  the 
ure.  B 


THE^^I^  FOR 
SPEED  &  COMFORT  m^o 

WUP  "  ■  M 


Lishtweight,  comfortable  protection  is  important  on  the  racetrack 
—  and  that's  Just  where  Arai  helmets  are  proving  themselves  to  be 
right  out  front  in  top  quality  protection. 

Arai  helmets  are  chosen  by  some  of  today's  best  racers,  experts  like 
Aksland,  Baldwin,  Boody,  Brow,  Burgett,  Cooley,  Ekiund,  Ongais, 
Singleton,  Spencer  &  more  who  know  the  importance  of  the  best 
head  protection  and  appreciate  the  advantages  of  a  really 
comfortable  helmet. 

Arai  protection?  Ask  the  racer  who's  put  one  to  use!  Comfortable, 
quality  protection  should  be  no  less  important  to  every  motor- 
cyclist and  a  complete  range  of  Arai  helmets  is  available  for  every 
taste  and  need.  Arai  comfort?  Ask  the  rider  who  wears  one! 

Check  out  the  Arai  helmet  line  at  your  dealer  —  from  the  Super- 
Lightweight  RX-7  at  $150.  and  other  SNELL-75  models  right  on 
through  to  the  wide 
selection  of  special 
design/color  jj-u 
finishes  available  iBk 
to  compliment  just  ^* 
about  any  bike  on 
the  road. 
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Arai  helmets  are  available  from  motorcycle  dealers  across  the  country  throush  the 
distributors  listed  below,  or  write  Arai  Helmet  Ltd.  —  P.O.  Box  421,  Tenafly,  N.J.  07670. 


Accessory  Distributors,  Inc. 
175  Fair  Street 
Palisades  Park,  N  J.  07650 
(800)  932-0303  in  New  Jersey 
(800)  631-2505  other  states 

Cycle  Parts  Distributing 
2300  East  Douglass 
Wichita,  Kan.  67214 
(800)  362-2452  in  Kansas 
(800)  835-2712  other  states 


Nican 

3225  Lenworth  Drive 
Mississausa,  ON 
Canada 

(416)  625-3890 

Nican 

1010  Mainland  Street 
Vancouver,  BC 
Canada 

(604)  688-9857 


Self  Cycle  &  Marine 

516  Jefferson  Blvd. 

Tarrant  Ala.  35217 

(205)  841-5537  in  Alabama 

(800)  633-3426  other  states 

Wheelsport 

2424  N.E.  Riverside  Way 
Portland,  Ore.  97211 
(800)  452-6289  in  Oregon 
(800)  547-8028  other  states 


A  full  color  brochure  illustrating  the  entire  range  of 
Arai  helmets  is  available;  send  50  cents  to  cover 
postage  &  handling  to  Arai  —  P.O.  Box  421,  Tenafly, 
N.J.  07670  for  your  brochure  by  return  First  Class  Mail. 
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SUMMARY 


OFF-ROAD 

Suspension       Curb  Weight    W«i|M  bias,  Transmission, 


Claimed 

Travel 

(H/halftank 

Front/Rear, 

number  of 

Make  t  Model 

bSIM 

Horsepower 

Front/ Rear,  in. 

fuel),  lb. 

percent 

speeds 

Bultaco  Sherpa  T350 

7-79 

20.8 

6.5/5.5 

207 

45.5/54.5 

5 

CCM 

5-79 

na 

1 1.0/ 1 1.0 

250 

47/53 

3 

Can-Am  370  Qualifier 

5-79 

38 

10.0/10.0 

258 

46/54 

5 

Can- Am  250  MX-4 

3-78 

37.3 

9.8/9.8 

231 

45/55 

5 

Honda  CRI25R 

6-79 

na 

11.0/11.0 

209 

47/53 

6 

Honda  XR250 

7-79 

24.6 

8.8/7.8 

268 

44/56 

5 

Honda  XR500 

3-79 

35.9 

8.8/7.8 

288 

44/56 

5 

Husqvama  OR390 

1-79 

na 

11.8/11.1 

245 

44/56 

6 

Kawasaki  KXI2S 

6-79 

26.9 

9.8/10.1 

203 

47/53 

6 

Kawasaki  KLX250 

9-79 

21.3 

9.8/10.1 

243 

46/54 

5 

Kawasaki  KDX400 

8-79 

39.4 

10.2/9.1 

260 

46/54 

5 

KTM  250  MC-5 

11-78 

34 

10.5/9.0 

237 

46.5/53.3 

6 

Maico  Magnum  250E 

3-79 

na 

10.0/10.0 

247 

46.5/53.5 

5 

Maico  Magnum  450 

4-78 

48 

10.0/10.0 

238 

47/53 

5 

Montesa  Cappra  360 

11-78 

na 

10.0/10.7 

243 

46.5/53.3 

4 

Ossa  SP250 

8-77 

na 

6.9/5.0 

230 

45/55 

5 

Sachs  Hercules  GS250 

1-78 

32 

8.5/5.1 

266 

44/56 

7 

Suzuki  RMI25N 

6-79 

na 

11.2/11.0 

204 

47/53 

6 

Suzuki  RM400N 

2-79 

na 

11.2/11.8 

236 

46.6/53.4 

5 

SWM  250GS 

4-79 

35.6 

10.0/10.0 

239 

45.7/54.3 

6 

Yamaha  YZI25F 

6-79 

na 

9.8/9.4 

200 

46/54 

6 

Yamaha  ITI75F 

6-79 

na 

7.7/8.1 

241 

46.6/53.4 

6 

Yamaha  IT250F 

2-79 

na 

9.1/8.1 

258 

44/56 

6 

Yamaha  YZ250F 

3-79 

na 

10.6/10.4 

226 

46/54 

6 

STREET 


Top 

Brakinf 

Quarter- 

Speed 

Distance 

Curb  Weiflit 

Fuel 

Mile, 

after 

from 

(w/half-Unk 

Consumption, 

Make  ft  Model 

bwe 

tec 

%  mi. 

Umpli,  ft 

fuel),  lb. 

mpi 

BMW  R65 

12-78 

14.31 

104 

123 

455 

45.6 

BMW  R80/7 

1-78 

13.72 

107 

125 

486 

41.6 

BMW  RIOORT 

6-79 

13.97 

102 

156 

550 

43.2 

Ducati  Darmah  900 

5-78 

12.98 

111 

134 

500 

41.7 

Harley-Davidson 

Sportster  XLS  1000 

5-79 

13.98 

104 

144 

541 

52.0 

Honda  CB650 

2-79 

13.29 

110 

140 

474 

48.5 

Honda  CB750F 

11-79 

12.54 

117 

135 

540 

48.0 

Honda  CBX 

1-79 

11.36 

132 

120 

580 

39.2 

Honda  CX500 

5-79 

13.99 

103 

145 

473 

51.8 

Honda  GL 1000 

10-78 

13.52 

111 

136 

641 

42.0 

Honda  XL  185 

4-79 

17.81 

69 

165 

249 

75.0 

Honda  XL500 

9-79 

15.02 

91 

134 

304 

65.0 

Kawasaki  KZ400 

1-79 

15.60 

91 

139 

386 

62.5 

Kawasaki  KE250 

11-79 

17.30 

75 

132 

284 

57.0 

Kawasaki  KZIOOO  Mk.ll 

8-79 

12.12 

121 

142 

571 

41.6 

Kawasaki  KZIOOO  ST 

8-79 

12.49 

120 

152 

602 

41.6 

Kawasaki  KZ1300 

4-79 

11.93 

139 

146 

695 

42.3 

Laverda  Zela  500 

7-78 

14.05 

97 

123 

397 

38.9 

Laverda  Jota  1200 

9-78 

12.14 

124 

132 

527 

37.4 

Suzuki  GS425 

9-79 

14.43 

98 

141 

399 

52.0 

Suzuki  GS750EN 

4-79 

12.72 

119 

141 

547 

45.2 

Suzuki  GS850 

3-79 

12.70 

122 

129 

587 

41.9 

Suzuki  GSIOOOL 

7-79 

12.48 

122 

133 

536 

43.6 

Triumph  Bonneville  750 

4-78 

13.86 

103 

126 

425 

42.0 

Yamaha  RD400F 

7-79 

14.18 

98 

131 

372 

44.0 

Yamaha  XS400F 

10-79 

14.58 

97 

138 

390 

58.0 

Yamaha  XS650F 

3-79 

13.86 

105 

145 

481 

51.4 

Yamaha  XS750SF 

5-79 

13.33 

114 

144 

546 

43.6 

Yamaha  XSllOOSF 

2-79 

12.02 

129 

146 

584 

40.0 

Mieairtg  an  issue?  Tt>ey'i«  available,  dating  back  one  year,  (rom  Cycle  World  Reader  Service  Dept..  1  Fawcett  Place. 
Greenwich,  CT.  06830,  for  $1.50  each  plus  50C  per  order  for  postage  and  handling. 
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HOW  TO  MAKE  YOUR  KID  LIGHT  UP 

FOR  CHRISTMAS. 


If  you  know  a  little  some 
ne  who's  been  riding  a 
icycle  with  playing  cards 


competition  is  just  seeing  who      Our  dual-purpose  DT 


can  have  the  most  fun  in  the 


lothespinned  to  the  frame 
o  the  spokes  make  motor- 
yde  noises,  here's  an  idea 
Dv  Christmas. 

A  motorcycle. 

Your  Yamaha  dealer  has 
eal  bikes  in  as  many  dif- 
srent  shapes  and  sizes  as 
here  are  kids. 

For  aspiring  competition 
iders,  consider  our  very 
ompetitive  YZ  motocrossers. 
ightweight,agile,and 
ilenty  powerful. 

Or,  for  kids  whose  idea  of 


dirt,  our  dirt  play  bikes  pack 
all  the  horsepower  a  kid  could 


models  combine  off-road 
agility  with  full  street-legal 
lighting  and  instrumentation. 
Ideal  for  anyone  needing 
basic  transportation  as  well 
as  a  basic  good  time. 
So  whether  you  have  a  good 
idea— or  absolutely  no  idea 
— of  what  your  half-pint 
hopeful  wants,  your 
Yamaha  dealer  can  help. 
He'll  also  give  you  10%  off 
on  a  Yamaha  helmet  if  you 
bring  in  the  coupon  below. 
And  he'll  see  to  it  you 


hope  for  in  an  easy-handling,  turn  up  the  king  of  hearts  on 
motocross-style  frame.  Christmas  morning. 

10%  DISCOUNT  COUPON  I 

Bring  this  coupon  to  your  partici  -  | 

pating  Yamaha  dealer  and  you'll  j 

get  10%  off  on  the  Yamaha  helmet  j 

of  your  choice.  j 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  how  they  re  built  j 

Altt'ays  wear  a  helmet  and  eye  pn)tection. 


-I 

iterial. 


WHY  PAY  FOR  A  Gl AKT? 
BUILD  A  GIANT  KILLER! 


know.  The  giant  road-wrinklers 
^'re  rolling  out  today  are  so  hot 
^'re  just  short  of  nuclear, 
ut  if  you  tell  us  the  cost  of  a 
1 1000CC  motorcycle  is  the  only 
'  you  can  get  into  the  muscle- 
>  mainstream,  we'll  tell  you 
low  it  out  your  collector, 
ecause  we  know  better.  From 
erience.  With  a  three-year-old 
cc  or  750cc  four-cylinder 
:orcycle  and  a  little  help  from 
r  friends  at  R.C.,  you  can  run 
ids  up  with  almost  any  of  the 
/  superbikes. 

,nd  compared  to  what  you'd 
e  to  pay  for  one  of  the  new 
jies — on  an  average, 
43* — plus  the  difference  in  in- 
ance,  you'll  save  bucks  in  a  big 
I.  Enough  for  a  trick  paint  job,  a 
of  tires,  a  new  chain,  new 
kes,  a  new  jacket,  a  helmet  for 


your  girlfriend,  and  a  summer's 
worth  of  gas. 

Does  that  sound  like  a  lot  of 
change?  Check  the  figures. 

We  started  with  a  motorcycle 
budget  of  about  $950**  for  a 
three-year-old  Kawasaki  KZ650. 
You  may  find  a  better  deal  on  some 
other  bike;  we  use  the  KZ650 
strictly  as  an  example. 

A  stock  KZ650  is  a  13-second 
motorcycle  at  the  dragstrip.  But 
with  a  street  legal  R.C.  4-into-1 
exhaust  system,  717cc  kit,  high-lift 
cams,  heavy  duty  valve  springs, 
and  heavy  duty  clutch  kit,  this  little 
Kawi  can  run  low  12's  all  day  long. 
Which  means  you've  got  yourself 
1000CC  class  performance  for 
about  $1700.  And  to  top  it  all  off, 
you're  going  to  get  improved  day- 
to-day  gas  mileage. 

It's  superbike  performance  with 


reliability,  R.C.  style.  We  know  it 
works.  Because  it's  what  we  win 
with. 

'Based  on  six  1000cc+  superbikes 
tested  by  CYCLE  WORLD  in  1979: 
Average  12.15  sec.  E.T.,  110.76 
MPH,  $3643  list,  $727  insurance. 
"Based  on  1979  Kelly  Blue  Book: 
$950  market  value  for  1977 
Kawasaki  KZ650B1. 


R  C 

PART  NO. 
1007 

RC410 

K717 


1059 


1347 


THE  GIANT  KILLER 

1 977  Kawasaki  KZ6S0  $950.00 

R.C.  High-flow  4-inlo-1  179.95 

exhaust,  chrone  finish. 

High-ltft,  hard  ftnish.  21 0.00 

competition  camshatls 

R.C.  KZ650  717ccBigBore  204.50 

Kit — Four  forged  silicone 

aluminum  alloy  pistons  with 

rings,  wrist  pins  and 

aluminum  wrist  pin  buttons. 

Heavy-duty  shot-peened  47.50 

silicone  alloy  valve  springs 

with  alloy  collars. 

Bonded  alloy  competition  67.50 
clutch  kit. 

Cylinder  overtxxe  co«t  40.00 

(approximately).   

$1699.45 


^  SB* 

6  o 


KZ6S0  HI-UFT  CAMS 

cam  grind  delivers  big  gains  in  mid-range 
e,  acceleration.  R.C.  Part  #RC410— $210.00 
/Y-DUTY  VALVE  SPRINGS 
aft  quality  silicone-alloy  springs  improve  valve 
ol,  reduce  valve  float.  Includes  alloy  collars. 
Part  #1059— $47.50 


R.C.  KZ650  4-lnto-1 
COLLECTOR  EXHAUST  SYSTEM 

Improves  fuel  efficiency,  boosts  performance. 
Lustrous  deep  chrome  finish.  Upswept  design 
for  extra  cornering  clearance.  Street-legal  in 
all  50  states. 

R.C.  Part  #1007— $179.95 


R.C.  KZ650  717CC 

BIG  BORE  Krr 

Hi-performance  for  street  or  strip.  No  cylinder 
head  mods  necessary.  Includes  four  competition- 
type  forged  silicone  aluminum  alloy  pistons  with 
rings,  wrist  pins  and  aluminum  alloy  buttons. 
R.C.  Part  #K717— $204.50 


THESE  FWRTS  ARE  ALSO  AVAILABLE  FOR  900-IIOOcc  4-CYLINDER  HONDAS.  SUZUKIS,  KAWASAKIS,  AND  YAIUIAHAS. 


ORDER  TOLL  FREE 
(800)-821-2715 

DIAL  (213)-327-6858  FROM  CALIFORNIA 


OUR  SKILL  IS  A  MATTER  OF  RECORD 
R.C.  ENGINEERING  •13300  Estrella  Ave.  •  Los  Angeles,  CA  90248 


ilerial 


CUT  TfflS  OUT  AND  PUT  IT  IN  YOUR  WIFE'S  FAVORITE  MAGAZINE: 


THE  YAMAHA  CHRISTMAS  SHOPPING  GUIDE: 


High 
Custom 
Cruiser  / 


Frame  Mount  Fairing  Seat 


■g,e\t  Buckle 


\  .  flo  210  2S0  ✓ 


Black 
Satin  Jacket 


XS  Leather  Jacket 


Butane 
Lighter 


«IUHA 


2^, 


10%  DISCOUNT  COUPON 


Bring  this  coupon  to  your  participating 
Yamaha  dealer  and  youll  get  10%  off  on 
the  Yamaha  helmet  of  your  choice. 

YAMAHA 

When  you  know  hoiv  they're  built. 


Effective  11/1  through  12/25/79. 


HE  MICK  ANDREWS  BOOK  OF 
ilALS"  is  a  comprehensive  lool<  at  off- 
ad  trials  and  enduro  riding  by  one  of 
=  greatest  all-round  dirt  riders  ever, 
o-time  World  Championship,  Mick 
idrews.  The  book  has  over  400  photo- 
aphs  in  its  224  pages,  including 
perb  step-by-step  shots  of  riding 
rhniques.  A  unique  picture  section  of 
-road  bikes  from  40  years  ago  to  pre- 
nt  times  is  included  along  with  a 
ction  on  star  riders,  personal  and 
achine  preparation  procedures  and  an 
depth  biography  on  Englishman 
idrews'  long  and  varied  career  in 
ernational  trials,  moto-cross  and 
iduro  riding.  A  superb  gift  for  any 
casion. 

ice  96.95  plus  91.00  packing 
id  postage  from:  GPMX  Inc. 
O.  Box  2820,  Nlaalon  Vlejo, 
i  92690. 


USED  PARTS 

HONDA 
Suzuki  Norton 
Yamaha  Kawasaki 

CYCLE  SALVAGE  INC. 
172  Frontage  Rd.,DEPTw 
West  Haven,  CT  06516 
CALL  (203)933-1609 


HONDA 


During  tests  before  the  race,  the  NR500  was 
close  to  the  class  lap  record  at  Donington 
Park,  a  handling  track.  Rider  here  is  Ta- 
kazumi  Katayama. 

conlinued  from  pci^e  75 

Time  to  .sum  up.  To  put  the  record  in 
perspective,  remember  that  after  Honda 
knocked  the  other  motorcycles  out  of  the 
ring  and  walked  away,  figuratively  dusting 
hands.  Honda  got  into  Grand  Prix  car 
racing. 

They  had  a  car  that  was  different,  they 
hired  good  drivers  and  spent  piles  of 
money  and  after  several  years  the  Honda 
GP  car  could  win  ...  if  the  faster  cars 
flung  themselves  into  the  trees  or  blew  up. 

Honda  has  on  occasion  done  the 
impossible. 

Honda  has  also  failed. 

After  the  British  GP  Mike  Hailwood 
and  Phil  Read  agreed  on  something,  per- 
haps for  the  first  time  in  their  lives. 

Honda  has  done  it  wrong,  they  both 
wrote.  The  way  to  win  would  be  to  build 
two-stroke  fours,  with  tube  frame,  etc..  and 
get  down  to  racing  and  winning  without  all 
this  technical  mumbo  jumbo. 

They  missed  the  point  entirely.  Winning 
isn't  everything.  Honda  wants  to  win  by 
Honda's  own  standards,  by  doing  it  the 
way  Honda  thinks  it  should  be  done. 

More  power  to  them.  I  say.  Right,  1  am 
partisan  in  this.  Racing  is  too  important  to 
be  left  to  the  racers. 

How  much  of  what  Harley  has  learned 
from,  the  XR750  appears  on  this  year's 
XLCH? 

How  has  the  Suzuki  RG500  made  a 
better  machine  of  the  GS550? 

Just  what  does  the  Yamaha  TZ750  have 
to  do  with  the  XS850? 

Now  look  at  Honda.  The  CBX.  the 
rB750.  the  CX500.  even  the  XL250.  they 
all  sparkle  with  what  Honda  learned  first 
time  this  happened. 

The  Honda  NR500  didn't  win  its  first 
race.  Honda  built  a  smoke-and-mirror  ma- 
chine, pumped  us  all  up  and  then,  right  in 
front  of  100.000  fans  and  worldwide  televi- 
sion, the  NR500  fell  down  and  went  boom. 

Let  the  verdict  come  from  the  man  who 
was  most  in  view  when  the  NR500  failed: 
Mick  Grant. 

"I'm  not  disappointed. 

"They  had  to  learn  how  far  they  have  to 

go- 

"Now  they  know."  B 


CARB  STIX 

MERCURY 

CARBURETOR 
SYNCHRONIZER 

CARB  STIX  is  the  most  accurate  and  convenient  to 
|_       use  carburetor  synchronizer  available 
regardless  of  price. 

The  CARB  STIX  is  a  tool  designed 
for  the  perfectionist 

PRICED  RIGHT 
CAUB  STIX  PRO  For  the  Professional 


$24.95 


•  Precision  bored  latxjraiory 
glass  capillary  lubing  assures 
extreme  accuracy 

•  Large  Clear  Cotumns 

You  KNOW  when  rhe  carbs 
are  right  Gives  you  a  resolu- 
tion ot  7  to  1  over  gauges 

•  Two  CM  Indicia  spacing  So 
you  know  when  you're  withm 
factory  specs  or  better 

•  Laboratory  grade  niercury 

(99  99%  pure) 
( 004%  non-volattte  restdiM) 


CARB  STIX  II  For  the  do-it-yourselfer 


SIMILAR  TO  ABOVE  BUT  ALL  PLASTIC 
CONSTRUCTION 


$19.95 


CARB  STIX  come  complete  with  adaptors 
to  fit  all  Japanese  and  European  Multis, 


Sof>d  Check    Paser  Instrumentation  Inc 
cash  or  rrxxiey  4848  W  Belmont  D 

orcJer  to  Glendale.  AZ  85301  •  (602)  939-3588 

NAME   .  

ADDRESS  

CITY  ST  ,  ..ZIP  _  .  .  


□   GARB  STIX  PRO      □   CARB  STIX  II 


BOOTS 


specially  designed  for  today's  pleasure  bike  rider: 
crafted  by  FRYE  exclusively  for  Crawford  House. 
NOT  SOLD  IN  STORES. 


•  Full  14"  height;  roomy  squirt  toa 

•  Harness  strip  with  solid  brass 
hirdvnre 

•  Full  leather  lining  ind  pull  straps 

•  Scuff-resistant  leather  toe  cap 

•  Special  reinforced  steel  shank 
under  arch 

•  Deep  cieated  VIBRAM«  lug 
soles  and  heels 

•  Your  choice  of  black,  or  hand- 
stained  brown  cowhide  with  black 
toe  cap 

Sizes  6  thru  14;  widths  B,  D,  E,  EE 


$89.50  par  pair  plus 
$3.00  postage  and 
handling 

Satisfection  Guarantaed 


CRAWFORD  HOUSE,  INC. 

Dept.  lis  ,  P.O.  Box  468  Brockton,  Mass.  02403 


I 


Please  send . 
Size  


Width. 


.  pairs  of  FRYE  Bike  Boots. 
 Color  


I  enclose  S_ 


.  □  Cfieck     □  Money  Order 


Or.  cfiarge  my  □  BankAmericard  □  Master  Cfiarge 


n 


IBank  No. 
(M/C) 
m  Name  


rr 


Da'e  I    I    I    I  I 


Address. 


City,  State,  Zip  . 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


I 


DECEMBER  1979/93 


Our  agile  GS-550  comes  in  two  slick  versions  this  year. 

One  is  the  E  model.  Better  known  as  the  canyon  cat 

And  the  other  is  our  L  edition.  Which  we  tabbed 
the  Low  Slinger.  Outfitted  for  cruising,  it  sports  extended  forks, 
pull-back  handlebars,  tear-drop  tank  and  chopped 
megaphone  pipes. 

Both  the  Low  Slinger  and  the  canyon  cat  are  powered  by 
Suzuki's  smooth  4-stroke  DOHC  mill. 

And  both  are  equipped  with  disc  brakes  front  and  rear, 
mag-type  wheels.  5-way  adjustable  shocks,  transistor  ignition, 
gear  position  indicator  and  easy-grip  power  levers. 

In  short,  they're  well-equipped  for  canyons  or  cities.  ^ 
Your  choice. 


k 

r 


5  fti-'/Lv-^.^. 


SUZUKI 

rhe 


1980 


Ride  safely.  Always  wear  a  helmet  eye  protection '^nd  appropriate  riding  apparel.  Member  Motorcyele'Safety  Foundatii: 


3  < 


WM 

wM  mm  MT^mm 

WmGE  WATGH 

ROBERTS  QUITS  WINNERS .  .  .  AND  TAKES  THE  CfRCf/^ 

WTTHHIM  ' 


KENNY  TAKES  IT  AGAIN 


Kenny  Roberts,  on  his  way  to  his  second  (and,  he  says,  his  last)  world  championship. 


Kenny  Roberts  won  his  second  world 
500cc  roadracing  championship  in  a 
dramatic  finish  at  the  French  Grand  Prix. 
And  Roberts  says  he  and  the  other  top 
riders  competing  in  the  FIM  series  won't 
be  back  next  year. 

The  French  round  was  typically  sensa- 
tional in  what  has  been  one  of  the  best 
seasons  in  years.  At  the  start.  Roberts  had 
the  points  lead  and  the  only  rider  who 
could  challenge  him  was  Virginio  Ferrari. 
Roberts,  Ferrari,  Barry  Sheene  and  teen- 
age Californian  Randy  Mamola  got  into  a 
scrap  for  the  lead,  then  Ferrari  slid  wide 
while  in  second.  He  dropped  to  seventh 
place,  but  while  battling  back  toward  the 
leaders  he  tried  to  pass  Johnny  Cecotto  on 
the  outside  and  crashed  heavily.  (Ferrari 
was  taken  to  the  hospital,  and  later  reports 
said  he  was  injured  but  will  recover.) 
With  his  only  threat  out,  Roberts  could 


have  coasted  to  a  finish  and  a  secure  title. 
Kenny  doesn't  work  that  way.  He,  Sheene 
and  Mamola  kept  up  the  close  racing,  with 
the  new  kid  even  taking  the  lead  a  couple 
of  times. 

Going  into  the  last  lap,  Roberts  went  off 
the  course  while  avoiding  two  lapped 
riders  who  crashed  in  front  of  him.  The 
engine  quit,  so  Roberts  bumped  it  back 
into  action  and  still  managed  to  finish 
third,  with  Sheene  the  winner  and 
Mamola  second. 

Traditionally,  this  would  be  the  time  and 
place  for  the  champion  to  talk  about  next 
season. 

Roberts  doesn't  work  like  that.  Instead. 
Kenny  announced  his  plans  the  day  before 
the  British  Grand  Prix,  before  his  second 
world  crown  was  officially  his. 

What  Roberts  said,  in  effect,  was  that  he 
will  not  run  in  the  FIM's  races  next  year. 


and  that  neither  will  the  other  top  rider: 

A  virtual  revolution,  in  short. 

That  Roberts  has  not  been  happy  wil 
the  FIM  isn't  news.  His  two  seasons  i 
Europe  have  been  marked  by  haggles  ov< 
starting  money  and  by  petty  interferenct 
over  passes  and  the  like.  Roberts  says  h 
feels  as  if  the  riders  are  treated  as  hire 
hands,  paid  performers  who  can  be  sun 
moned  or  dismissed  or  ordered  about  i 
the  officials  please. 

The  surprise  at  the  British  GP  was  th; 
Roberts  isn't  alone  in  this.  Robert 
Sheene,  Ferrari.  Cecotto,  Hartog,  a  total  c 
40  riders,  the  ranked  members  of  the  rat 
ing  world,  have  backed  the  new  series. 

The  name  will  be  the  World  Serie 
There  will  be  two  classes,  500  and  250ci 
The  riders  have  formed  their  own  organ 
zation.  They  offer  their  services,  the  var 
ous  tracks  accept  and  apply  for  dates  an 
the  whole  series  is  supposed  to  run  unds 
FIM  rules,  as  an  international  race,  ratht 
than  a  world  championship  race. 

Now  it  gets  tricky.  The  idea  is  that  th 
tracks  will  apply  for  dates,  and  the  facte 
ries  will  go  along,  which  will  make  th 
series  so  successful  that  the  public  forge 
about  the  FIM. 

There's  not  enough  space  here  for  dc 
tails,  and  none  of  the  above  seems  as  firmi 
fixed  as  Roberts  would  like.  Honda 
opposed.  They  want  to  win  the  world  titli 
plain  as  that .  And  the  Honda  riders.  Mic 
Grant  and  Takazumi  Katayama,  are  th 
only  top  world  racers  who  didn't  sign  wit 
Roberts.  Their  contracts  forbid  it. 

Meanwhile  the  various  tracks  are  begir 
ning  to  worry.  If  they  sign  with  the  rider 
will  they  get  other  dates  and  sanction; 
What  about  all  the  support  classes,  th 
125.  250  and  sidecar  titles? 

Most  important,  will  Yamaha,  Suzul 
and  Kawasaki  let  Honda  win  the  FIM  titi 
by  default,  just  so  their  teams  can  put  o 
good  races? 

Probably  not.  Later  this  year,  at  the  FI^ 
Congress,  push  will  come  to  shove. 

Meanwhile,  Kenny  says  he's  ridden  h 
last  FIM  race,  and  rumor  has  Yamah 
sounding  out  other  racers  in  case  there's 
vacant  seat  on  the  team. 


96/CYCLE  WORLD  Phoio  by  John  u 


lore  Than  Just  A  Greal 

^  Looking 


rteimet 


A.  Multi-coat  polyurethane  finish.  B.  Scotchlite®  reflective  accent  design. . 
C.  Hand-laminated,  aircraft-quality,  fiberglass  shell.  D.  Costly  polyurethane  i 
foam  inner  liner.  E.  Foam  comfort  lining  for  the  best  fit  available.  F. . 
Beautifully  finished,  durable  interior  dressing.  G.  Extra-wide  chin  strap  ton 
comfort  and  strength.  H.  Elegant  chrome  side  trim. 


EXCELLENCE  IS  OUR  ONLY  STANDARD 
122  Gayoso,  P.O.  Box  177  •  Memphis,  Tenn.  38101 

*  If  helmets,  caps  and  jackets  are  not  available  througti  your  local  dealer,  order  direct  from 
Arthur  Fulmer,  Memphis,  Tenn.  AF  50  Falcon  as  shown  $84.95  Offer  expires  June  30, 1980. 

alenaU^ 


Tops,  outside  edges  and  thumbs 
lined  with  warm,  sherpa-hke  fleece. 
Bottoms  are  lined  with  warm, 
ultra-sensitive  polyloam. 


The  chill  is  gone. 


When  it's  too  chilly  for  comfort,  you  need 
Bates  Winter  Gloves.  They're  made  for 
warmth  yet  help  you  retain  the  feel  of  your 
bike's  controls.  The  entire  gripping  area  is 
lined  with  easy-flexing,  warm  nylon-covered 
polyfoam  to  reduce  bulkiness.  A  must  for 
all  street  and  touring  riders! 

Send  $2  for  Bates  54-page  full-color  catalog. 
All  gloves  available  in  XS,  S,  M,  L,  and  XL  sizes. 


BATES) 


the  "quality  people" 
Accessory  House,  Inc. 

PO  Box  1770-WK 

Long  Beach.  California  90801 


MOTOCROSS 
GLOVES 

Shock-absorbent 
padding  protects  back 
of  hand  and  fingers, 
extra  leather  in  palm 
and  thunnb  prevents 
blisters,  $24  95  plus 
$2  shipping.  Specify 
No  4950  and  size 


SUMMER 

TOURING  GLOVES 

Stretch  III  tor  sensitive 
touch  on  controls 
Easy-on,  easy-off 
elastic  wrist  closure 
Weight  less  than  1  oz 
$24  95  plus  $2  for 
shipping.  Specify  No 
4920  and  size 


STREET  AND 
TOURING  GLOVES 

Comfort  that  must  be 
experienced  to  be 
believed.  Choice  of 
Unlined.  No  4910. 
$17  95,  or  Lined.  No 
4915.  $19  95  Send 
number,  size,  add  $2 
for  shipping 


ROAD  RACING 
GLOVES 

The  ultimate — weigh 
less  than  1  oz  Stretch 
fit  for  sensitive  touch 
on  controls  Extra 
leather  on  heel  of 
hand.  $28  95  plus  $2 
shipping  Specify  No 
4960  and  size 


SCHREIBER  WINS  WORLD 
TITLE 

California  Whiz  Kid  Bernie  Schrei 
won  the  Czechoslovokian  rounc 
the  world  trials  championship,  and 
came  the  first  American  world  tr 
champion. 

Bultaco-mounted  Schreiber  was 
man  on  all  three  loops  of  the  Czech  cou 
His  victory  there  put  him  10  points  ah 
of  Yrjo  Vesterinen.  who  also  rides 
Bultaco  and  who  had  won  the  world  I 
three  years  running.  Swede  Ulf  Karls 
Montesa.  was  third  for  the  year. 

Schreiber  was  a  California  sensat 
when  he  was  14  and  turned  in  better  ri 
than  the  experts  he  wasn't  old  enough 
officially  compete  against.  Two  vears  i 
he  entered  international  trials  events, 
was  seventh  for  the  1977  season  and  g: 
himself  two  more  years  to  become  cha 
pion.  Schreiber  is  the  youngest  rider  to  ^ 
an  FIM  world  title. 

COLEMAN/BEVANS  WIN  , 
LAGUNA  SECA  SIDECAR  RACl 

In  a  come-from-behind  charge,  the  La 
'Coleman/Mark  Bevans  Yamaha  topi 
a  very  close  sidecar  race.  With  a  new  b: 
passenger  and  motor,  Coleman  fluffed 
start  and  finished  the  first  lap  sixth.  L 
year's  winners  Richard/McKinna  (Ya 
were  shunted  out  when  their  motor  stt 
bled  off  the  line.  The  race  quickly  sett 
into  a  five-way  scrap  for  the  lead,  with 
two  scoring:  Bryant/Essaf  (Kaw).  Bree 
Morris  (Kaw).  Hopp/Alston  (Ka 
Lougee/Harrold  (Kaw).  and  Colem^ 
Bevans.  Less  than  3  sec.  separated  first  i 
fifth. 

Halfway  around  lap  three,  leading  p 
senger  Pete  Essaf  missed  a  handhold  i. 
driver  Kerry  Bryant  flipped  the  rig  off 
turn  three,  leaving  the  order  Brecse/fVl 
ris.  Lougee/Harrold.  Hopp/Alston,  £ 
Coleman/Bevans.  Same  lap.  exiting 
corkscrew.  Ken  Harrold's  newness 
Lougee's  outfit  caused  them  to  part  cc 
pany.  (Ken  was  "loaned"  the  ride  only  t 
morning  by  Sears  Point  winner  Cai 
Alsop.  who  was  bruised  from  a  fall  in 
same  place  after  winning  Saturday's  h 
race). 

Coleman  managed  to  get  between  He 
and  Breese  on  lap  Ave.  then  nailed  the  U 
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Illustrations  by  P.M.  Mch 

^  iieiial 


welcome  your  technical  questions  and  comments,  and  will  publish  those  we  think  are  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Because  of  the  volume 
lail  received,  we  cannot  return  any  personal  replies.  Please  limit  your  "Service"  letters  to  technical  subjects  only,  and  keep  them  as 
fas  possible.  Send  them  to:  "Service."  CYCLE  WORLD,  1499  Monrovia  Ave..  Newport  Beach.  Calif.  92663. 


UNKY  YAMAHA 

purchased  a  new  1978  XSll  Yamaha 
June  and  with  5000  km  on  the  speed- 
rtcr  I  am  experiencing  a  problem  with 
front  fork. 

/hen  first  starting  off.  especially  over 
ipy  ground.  I  get  a  loose  clunky  feeling 
jh  can  be  felt  through  the  handlebar. 
/ery  low  speeds  going  into  turns,  if  a 
k  or  bump  in  the  pavement  is  hit.  I  get 
ght  wobble  in  the  fork.  At  moderate  or 
I  speed  there  seems  to  be  no  problem, 
he  oil  was  changed  in  the  forks  at  3000 
as  per  the  service  manual  instructions 
g  the  correct  amount  and  viscocity. 
re  are  no  oil  leaks  from  the  seals, 
have  checked  the  steering  head  bear- 
for  tightness  and  adjusted  as  advised 
f'amaha.  I  could  find  no  torque  setting 
the  bolt  and  had  to  play  this  by  feel, 
h  the  front  wheel  off  the  ground,  grab- 
;  the  forks  does  not  produce  any  move- 
it  that  would  indicate  the  steering  head 
m  loose.  I  have  no  accident  damaize  in 


the  forks.  There  is  no  dealer  in  the  area. 

your  advice  would  be  appreciated. 

D.G.  Frederick 

Happy  Valley.  Labrador. 

Canada 

Although  the  XSll's  from  fork  provides 
an  excellent  ride,  it  isn't  the  greatest  for 
torsional  rigidity  and  is  the  weakest  link  in 
the  Yamaha's  chassis.  So  even  at  its  best  a 
hard  rider  will  find  fault  with  the  fork  when 
he's  charging  over  humpy  bends. 

However,  it  shouldn  V  display  the  clunky 
feeling  you're  getting  and  the  only  way  to 
eliminate  it  is  by  checking  out  the  whole 
front-end  assembly,  bearing  in  mind  that  the 
fork  yoke  pinch  bolts  have  to  he  tightened  in 
a  specific  order 

First,  slacken  the  axle  clamp  bolls  on  the 


left  slider  along  with  the  top  triple  clamp 
bolts,  plus  the  steering  stem  top  nut  and 
clamp  bolt.  Tighten  the  main  wheel  axle  nut 
( 76  lb.  -ft.)  so  that  the  wheel  is  pulled  against 
the  spacers  and  fork  slider.  The  bottom 
triple  clamp  bolts  should  now  be  tightened 
to  between  12  and  16  lb. -ft.  (1.7  to  2.2  kg.- 
m.)  ensuring  that  the  tops  of  the  legs  are 
adjacent  to  the  upper  surface  of  the  top 
triple  clamp.  Now  adjust  the  clearance  of 
the  steering  bearings  .so  that  the  fork  will 
just  swing  from  a  center  position  without 
binding  when  the  wheel  is  clear  of  the 
ground. 

The  fork  legs  can  then  be  aligned  by 
pumping  the  suspension  with  the  front  brake 
on  and  as  a  second  check,  viewing  the 
parallelism  of  the  legs  by  eye  from  one  side. 
The  steering  stem  top  nut  can  now  be  light- 
ened down  and  the  clamp  surrounding  it 
boiled  up  to  the  same  torque  as  the  bottom 
triple  clamp  bolts  (they're  the  same  size, 
8mm).  This  done,  the  top  triple  clamp  bolts 
can  be  tightened  (again  to  12  to  16  lb. -ft.) 
along  with  the  wheel  axle  clamp  bolts  (front, 
then  rear— 14.5  lb. -ft.  or  2  ki^.-m.l  > 


low  you're  ready  for  Hooker 


You've  had  bikes  for 
years,  and  of  course 
been  concerned  with 
horsepower.  Now  that 
you're  ready  to  try  racing, 
extra  horsepower  means 
the  difference  between 
winning  and  losing. 
Learn  what  top  racers 
have  known  for  years. 
Hooker  delivers.  More 
horsepower  for  passing, 
hill  climbing,  throttle 
response  or  whenever  you 
need  extra  performance. 


"t.U  '.Ai'         Ur^  'i^t'  W'  -fir^  ^ 


New  6-1  system  for  Honda  CBX 


HEMERS 


lOKER  HAT  AND  MUG,  ORDER  DIRECT! 


ma 


dress  . 

V  


State . 


.Zip. 


BankAmericard  # . 


■star  Charge  #   

pire  Date  

w  uiri  cIikIi  01  iiiMey  ordai  lo  Hooliai.  P  O  tn  4090.  1032  Wmi  Biooki  SiimL  Oaliiio,  Mitoima  91 711. 
f.  no  C  O  D  FriiBliI  iKhid»d  Cilifoinii  fttidiitti  idd  6%  ulti  In  Offii  voM  foi  comiMntil  USA  only  Void 
t  pfoliibittd 


.  Signature 


Hookli  Bisiball  Hal  ladjuilibli  iiia) 
Hookai  MiigllCai  l 


•  9S  tacli   

Total  S  

DECEMBER  1979/99 


jteria 


icnRn  \ 

mOTOIKYCIS  ^ 

fflccimnKi 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  MECHANICS  SCHOOL  A 
Chicago  Campui  3840  Notth  Hjikird  Slfpci  Clxc^qo  lllmoit  b06S7  312  9?9  0771 
FIO'>d«  Cwnput  13700  NW    I91h  A**-    Bui,  M  M.jm.  Flood*  130S4  30S  6«!>  64bb 


MECHANICS  SCHOOL  IN  THE  U.S.A. 


For  information  on  learning 
motorcycle  mechanics  fill  out 
and  return  today 

□  I  am  a  veteran. 
Telephone 


Zip 


MAIL  ORDER  DIRECT 

OVER  I.OOO 
MOTORCYCLE  ACCESSORIES 

For  Road,  Trail,  Competition,  Custom 
at  SUPER-LOW  DISCOUNT  PRICES 
Save  up  to  30%  AND  MORE! 
ALL  TOP  NAME  BRANDS 

SEND  $2.00  PLUS  50i  POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING  NOW 
FOR  YOUR  97-PAGE  CRAM-PACKED  1979  CATALOGUEII 


TBT  OUTEIDEK 

MAIL  ORDER  DIVISION 

185  South  Dean  Sireet  1279 
Englewood,  N J  07631  (201)945  5533 


N.Y.  SHOWROOM 
610  W.  57th  Straat 
NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10019 
(212)  561-2250 


IF  YOU  WANT 
TO  SEE  THE 
FINEST 
LEATHERS, 
LOOK  IN 


You  'll  find  it  only  at  top  cycle  dealers. 

If  your  dealer  doesn  t  have  it  send  us  his  name 

and  address  and  we  'll  send  him  one. 

Brooks  Leather  Sportswear.  Inc. 

14511  W.  11  Mile  Road.  Oak  Park.  Michigan  48237 


on  lap  seven.  Under  constant  pres 
Coleman  hung  on  to  the  end.  But  Bre 
Morris  weren't  as  fortunate  as  Hopp 
ston  stuffed  their  rig  inside  them,  last 
last  turn,  to  take  second. 

Ken  Harrold's  third  lap  fall  transitic 
from  a  slide  to  a  "Warp  5"  run  dowr 
edge  of  the  six-seven  straight  to  rejo 
waiting  Lougee.  With  his  ballast 
heat  winner  Lougee  blasted  back  f 
14th  to  sixth,  taking  fifth  in  the  last  coi 
last  lap.  -  Walt  Gai 

Results: 

1.  L.  Coleman/M.  Bevans  

2.  W.  Hopp/B.  Alston  

3.  V.  Breese/J.  Morris  

4.  D.  Rowe/D.  James  

5.  W.  Lougee/K.  Harrold  I 


NMRA  1980  DRAG  RACES 

The  newly-established  National  Mo 
cycle  Racing  Association  (NMI 
division  of  the  National  Hot  Rod  Asso 
tion  (NHRA)  has  announced  its  1980  c 
racing  schedule.  Professional  classes 
include  Top  Fuel,  Super  Eliminator 
Pro  Stock.  Sportsman  classes  will  coi' 
of  Pro  Comp,  Modified.  Competiti 
Stock  and  Combo  eliminators.  In  addi 
to  the  six  NMRA  events.  Top  Fuel  and 
Stock  riders  will  be  able  to  compete 
earn  points  at  two  NHRA  nationals,  f 
total  of  eight  Top  Fuel  and  Pro  Stock  ra 
NMRA  events  in  1980  will  take  plac 
Gainesville,  Florida  on  April  12-13 
Epping,  New  Hampshire  on  May  24-2! 
Cincinnati.  Ohio  on  June  14-15:  at  li 
anapolis,  Indiana  on  July  4-5;  at  Fremi 
California  on  August  9-10,  and  at  A 
New  Jersey  on  September  27-28. 
Stock  bikes  will  also  run  at  NHRA  evi 
at  Gainesville,  Florida  on  March  14 
and  at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  on  A 
25-27.  Top  Fuel  bikes  will  run  at  NH 
events  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana  on  Auj 
27-September  I  and  at  Ontario.  Call 
niaon  October  4-5. 

Further  information  is  available  fi 
NMRA,  412-414  W.  King  St..  York. 
17404.  (717)  854-1768. 


ROAD  RACING  IN  HAWAII 

The  Hawaii  Road  Race  Associatio 
holding  regular  sprint  and  endura 
events  on  the  island  of  Hawaii.  Interej 
racers  or  spectators  can  get  more  infer 
tion  by  writing  to  the  Hawaii  Road  F 
Assn.,  901  California  Ave..  Wahia 
Hawaii  96786.  Annual  membership  is  I 
According  to  a  recent  press  release,  a  I'. 
mongoose  was  flattened  at  the  last  HR 
event.  And  we  thought  ramming  rabbii 
Willow  Springs  was  exciting! 
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aterial 


TWO 
WHEEL 


ACCESSORIES  for  HONDA, 
YAMAHA,  KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON  and  others 


C  SUPER  STUFFCR- 21 

12 

iggy  back"  pouch 
Ri'd.  Blue.  Black    $15. 4S 


rSTUFFER  ItQ  -  10"  diameter. 

17"  long  Holds  two  helmets 
and  clothing  Travels  securely. 


'"rt;m.,.ViM  (r.fM,..  nf,;.  Three-snap  flap  Heavy  duty 
i,g?;rac'k''  pouch""""'        ^"ny  "ed. Blue,  Black    ,„  «, 


irtSTANT  ORDERS!  PHONE  TOLL  FREE  800-645-6066 

except  N.Y..  Hawaii  &  Alaska   Or  Call  516-248-5775 


FROM  All 
STATES 


RAIN  PROOF 
CYCLE  LUGGAGE 


Lruise^  , 
>ntrol 


Cruise  at  con- 
stant speed 
Miir^out  strain 
and  fatigue. 
Installs  in 
minutes.  Vir- 
tually un- 
breakable 
For  Honda. 
Yamaha^  Su- 
zuki. Kawasaki 
«0IIM2  »11  M 


;Y  SAR  carry-all  LUCCACE  Fits  all  bars, 
ft  in  a  Jiffy.  Dout>le  lined,  heavy  duly 
I.  full  upper  enclosure  Waterproof  2- 
p  carry-handle,  use  as  hand  luggage 

'#08150      Blark  only  $19  95 
uie  heavy  duty  #08128  Black  or  Brown 


NEW  CHROME  OIL  PRESSURE  GAUGE 

#09126   HONDA  CBX.  GLIOOO. 
tilra  heavy  duly  internal  springs  CB750K  F  (79). 
2"  diameter,  full  270  sweep  C65SOK  F 

CB400F  350F  Sie  SO 
Ce750K  f  IIMu  78 
CB750A  $tS95 
TAklAHA 

500  750  $16  50 

>SII  $1595 
KAWASAKI 
KZ750,K2650. 
KZ400  $16.50 
900  1000  $15,95 
SUZUKI 

GSIOOO  750  550 
•100  $15,95 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON 
74FX  $16  50 

74,  Sportster  $15,95 


MOTOCROSS  CLOVES  Simulated 
rn  black.  4  sizes  S.M.L.XL.  # 
Pr  $4.95    2  pr  $«,49 


eather 
04710 


D  TANK  RAG  Straps  to 
gas  lank,  12 "jlC'ib", 
Topside  map  pocket  and 
personal  effects  pouch 
Heavy-duty  sling  for  take 
along  convenience 
Red.  Blue.  Black  $1t.49 


COMPLETE  Sn  All  three  bags  in 
matching  colors  Red,  Blue,  Black  $40  00 

CTi:Lt  COVERS  Form  titter). 
prf!ipcts  against  all  weather. 
Heavy  gauge,  cloth 
backed  Resists  mutllet 
heat  Contoured  to 
all  accessories. 
With  tie  straps. 


KRYPTONITE 

CYCLE  LOCK 


FUEL  GAUGE  Fits  all  Honda  flip 
cap  models  through  76  Mouncs 
easily  with  Honda  recall  locks. 
Also  Yamaha  7S's  (road)  and 
Kawasahi  75's  (road)  Easily^ 
installed  r03952  %yilK 


CrCLE  SPAT  «05552 

protects  against 
abrasions  scu'fmR. 
indenting!  One  size 
fits  all  Genuine 
leather,  elastic 
straps  Eilra  strap 
included  Black  nr 
Rrnwn  (3  98 


I  Bihe  sriown  includes 
sissy  bar  A  pad, 
M>ndshieid  &  tjlnnc 
iLJKcagc  rack  and 
saddle  b»cs, 


Visrt  our  only  retail  location 
FREE  GIFTS  to  all 
out  of  town  visitors 


THROAT  COAT  F.ts 
jli  helmets  Hfep 
wafm  Ihiis  winter, 
f  hmmdtP  wind 
burn  and  dust 

Outside  layer  of 
wjtcf  reoeiient 
nylon  .nner  layer 
of  polyester  III! 
and  foam  Soft 
nylon  lalleta 
inside  layer 
Elastic  bands  & 
Veico*  tabs  for 
easy  fitting 
W,>shjhie 
Blach  or  Silver 
=  04152  $12.95 


4G0"  SAOOLE  BAGS  For  on  or  off  bike  Double  duty 
•it  unit."  ■■■■jt,  ijwtT  seat,  over  shoulder  Heavy 
Nauitahyde  with  chrome  plated  hardware,  heavy 

:  reinforced  Tie  down  strap  assures  snug  fit 

I  bag  12"  wide.  11"  high,  4Vt"  deep.  Great 

vation  for  free  &  easy  travel  bet  or  two 

'0  8  074  Blach  onl^  $19.95 

av,  duty  iRemforcetll  #0^88  Blach  or  Brown  -$24.99 


1 


Moped  Cover  f2tM 

<95a  For  teocc  S  smalle:  $2I.IS 

•961  For  750CC  S  smaller  $2MS 

'962  w  Sissy  Bar  SIO.IS 

•964  w  Wndshid  flMS 

•966  Sissy  Bar  i  Wndshid  132.19 

'970  For  lOOOcc  $32.19 

•972  w  Sissy  Bar  $33.99 

•974  w  Wndshid  933.99 

'976  Sissy  Bar  I  Wndshid  i37.n 


EAGLE  PATCH  for. 

HONDA  yAk<AHA,  HARLEf 
KAWASAKI,  SUZUKI 
Finely  detailed  7  color 
i-mbroidered  patch 
Bron/e  wings,  brown 
body,  silver  head  &  legs 
yellow  talons  &  beak 
Iron  on  c>r  sew-on 
■1  'ji/es  Specify  name 
Monster  10"  «  li' i" 
No  10]  $13.95 
Giant  8"  I  10" 
No  77  $6.9S 
Regular  3' <  5" 
I  No,  81  $3.49 
Mini  2'  y  '  iU" 
>  No,  SO  St  95 


BIKERS  WALLET  tor 
HONDA.  ytMAHA.  SUZUKI. 
KAWASAKI.  HARlEr 

Thicit  blach  leather,  dividers 
and  snap  pocket  Brass  finished 
snaps  and  chain:  snap  on-otf 
belt  holder  Brown  only 
looled  insignia  Specify 


=05144  $14.95 


HELMET  SPE«KER$  Weatlierproot  remote 
^— speaker  mounts  on  rear  of  any  helmet,  Fitf 
We  ship  Hforldwide  earphone  lacli  of  transistor  radio  2M"ilVt" 
  Includes  cable  connectors  #04256(12  95ea 

Optional  2  helmet  attachment  «  04298  $5.95 


REFLECT  A-FRAME 

Adds  over  7"  of  relleclive  safety 
to  rear  Chrome-trimmed  durable 
red  leian  With  sturdy  aluminum 
bachplate  and  all  hardware  For 
all  bikes  Specify  State  ICal .  Nr, 
etc  I  of  license  plate  $4.99 

"06754 


COOL  WUTHER  UUNTirS 

Soft  cowhide  gloves,  foam 
lining  for  warmth  &  comfort 
Insulated  vinyl  gauntlets, 
adiustable  wnst  strap  Black 
w  maroon  &  white  stripe.  Sizes 
XS.  S.  M,  I.  XL    =04688  $19.95  »r. 


E  Z  FIT  REPLACEMENT  SEATS 

ew  concept  in  custom  seals  Use  your  on(;inai  seat  base  Install  pre  formed 
am  and  cover  yourself  Fit  like  stock  Half-hour  installation  complete  with 
rections  No  glueing,  no  cutting,  no  special  tools  needed  Black  only 
»o  styles  available.  Please  specify 


E-Z  LTD 
EPLACEMENT 
SEAT 


D6(H   

wef.  Miiing  position  Pj"  for  Honda  CB,'5(lr^  I   cti'j'.y^  C«500  C  CM40U 
wasakiK2900  1000.  KZ650:  Yamaha  750-20  E  SE:  Suiuki  GSIOOO,  G'S7S0  550. 


EZ 

DOUBLE  SADDLE 
REPLACEMENT 
SEAT 


For  Honda  GIIO00.CB750K  F  A.CB650.CB550K  F,400  Hawk.CM400. 
CX500.CX500C.CBX:  Kawasakr  K2900  1000.KZ7S0.KZe50,IU400: 
YAMAHA  XSU00.750-2D  E  SE.  650 '76  1  later,Xs400^ 
Suruki  GS100a.GS850.GS7SO  550.GT750  550.GS400, 


TWO  WAT  INTERCOM  Talk  while  touring  Clear,  effortless  conversation  at 
normal  tones  No  more  shouting,  pounding  or  hand  signals  All  plastic, 
non-etectric,  no  maintenance  Adjusts  to  all  helmets,  easy  to  disconnect 
Works  hands-free  Lightweight  acoustrcal  tubing,  weighs  only  2  oz 
$8,95  set.  3  or  more  $7.60  set 
« 04242 


CHILTON'S  REPAIR 
&  TUNE-UP  GUIDES 
For  the  "Do-it-Yourselfer" 

Tune  up  procedures, 
adjustments. 
fTiaintenance  and  repair. 
A  must  for  proper 
servicing  of  your  bike. 


KAWASAKI 

21/1000 
Triples 
Singles 
K2650 


'73-'78  $7.99 

■69-'75  $1.99 

•69-75  $«.99 

77-78  $7.99 


HONDA 

GLIOOO* 
750 

350  550  Fours 
450  SOOT 
350  360T 
XL  Series 
Elsinore  Series 
125  200Twrn$ 
Honda  Singles 


YAMAHA 

Street  2  stroke5   •67-  75. $9.99 
Enduros  '68-74 
4  strokes  '70-74 
SUZUKI 

Triples  72.'74 
Singles*  Twin  70-'74 
CS750  77-78 
HARLEY  DAVIDSON 
All  V  twins  ■75-'77 
'Other  name  brand  manuals  will  be  supplied 
We  reserve  the  right  to  ship  equ>valent  manuals 
wh«n  availability  or  itock  pravantf  Immtdiata  shipment 


'75-'77 
•69-'78 
'71-'78 
•66'76 
■68  76 
'72  '75 
'73-'75 
■69-'76 
'68-'75 


$7.99 
$7.99 
$6.95 
$699 
$7,95 
$6  99 
$6.99 
$6.99 
$6,99 


$9.99 
$9.99 

$9.99 
$6.99 
$7.99 

$6.99 


TWO  WHEEL  ACCESSORIES" 
at  Honda  of  Mineola 


NEW  1980  CATALOG  $1.50 

A, I  Vdil  ,i'-*A''i-,'r  n  '■  .  AU'i3 


STATC 


2IP 


336  JERICHO  TURNPIKE 
MINEOLA.  N,Y.  11501 
(516)  248  5775 


2 
3 


fi^odel 


Serial 


aUAN. 

ITEM  and  « 

SIZE 

choices) 

1 

PRICE 

t  

H  1  srjta  reMa*n(s  add       sales  tai 
Speciat  Hindlv^g  &  OKry  $1 50  addino 

Add  6%  Shipping 
(Minimum  SI) 

nal  loptionail  TOTAL 

E 

a  1 
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Learn  Motorcycle  Repair 

★  TRAIN  AT  HOME  TO  BE  A 

Motorcycle  Mechanic 


y  I  f  J  O  u  like  to  ride  a  cy de  ^ 
for  fun . . .  learn  how  to  fix 
it  for  profit!  Can  you  imagine 
a  betler  way  to  earn  your 
living,  whether  you  choose 
to  worii  in  a  cycle  shop  for 
someone  else  or  decide  to 
start  your  own  cycle  repair 
busmess?  Now,  thanks  to 
North  American,  there's  a 
fast,  easy  way  to  get  training 
at  home  in  your  spare  time. 
No  need  to  quit  school  or  your 
job.  Experts  show  you  step-bv-step 
everything  from  minor  tune-ups 
to  major  overhauls. 

CYCLES  ARE  BIG  BUSINESS 
...AND  SO  IS  FIXING  THEM! 

There  are  more  than  5  million  cycles  regis- 
tered in  the  U.S.  today.  Plus  an  estimated 
million  more  tjirl  bikes.  And  they  all  need 
maintenance.  Opportunities  vary  in  different 
areas,  and  we  cannot  promise  you  a  job.  So 
check  out  the  job  opportunities  In  your  own 
neighborhood. 

INCLUDED  TO  START  YOU  FAST!  SfECIAL 
CYCLE  TOOLS  t  TEST  INSTRUMENTS 

Professional  tools  plus  your  North  American 
"know  how"  help  you  become  a  skilled 
mechanic.  We  teach  you  how  to  use 
wrenches,  sockets,  Impact  screwdrivers, 
timing  lights,  electrical  test  instruments, 
compressrnn  sauges,  vacuum  gauges, 
degree  wheels,  soldering  irons.  Ignition 
wrench  sets,  dial  indicators  and  much, 
much  more!  We  even  include  a  set  of  spe- 
cial cycle  tools  and  instruments  to  get  you 
stained  fast'  Find  out  all  about  it  now.  Send 
lor  FREE  CAREER  INFORHMATION.  No  cost, 
no  obligation  . 
today. 


.  now  or  averl  Rush  coupon 


Cor««rf  br  Homm  Study 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  MOTORCYCLE  REMIR  | 

4500  Campus  Drive,  Off  I.  e»o««  Newport  Beach.  CA  92663  ■ 
Riik  Ini  c*l>r  brocliiin  ind  Igll  infgnaaliu  in  Imr  I  cn  Inrn  i 
motortycli  riyiir  lu  Ml|r  ■  ffw  dolliri  ■  muUt.  Omk  km  fw  ■ 
81  tr  VA  □.  I 
NAME   AC£  } 

AOMESS  I 


CITY  STATE  . 


_2IP_ 


OWER 

t<jr 

HONDA  -  YAMAHA  -  KAWASAKI  -  SUZUKI 

FOUR  STROKES 

HIGH  PERFORMANCE  FOI 
STROKE  SPECIALISTS 
SINCE  1964 

S*?nd  for  pt^rformd 
book  c<)Mlog  S:\ 
postpaid  OR 
Copy  of 
specific  mod^l 
information 
section  from 
the  catdloq 
$2  postpaid 

®We  encourage  Canadian  direct  sales 
Call  or  write  us  for  your  needs  f 
OWROLL jg 


Opening  Special! 

SCOTT 
MX  BOOTS 
$127^0 


LINERS  $8.95 

THE  BEST  FOR  LESSP 


P.O.  BOX  1485  .  PONTIAC.  MICH.  48056 


\{J0  ORDER.  CALL  TOLL  FREE  1 .800.521 .4400  J 


FOR  GENERAL  INFORMATION.  CALL  |3I3|  683.2S17 


Asa  final  check,  go  over  the  brake  caliper 
bolls  for  tightness  as  well  as  the  fender 
supports— the  clunking  could  come  from 
there.  A  nd  on  the  stock  Bridgesione  front 
tire,  the  pressure  is  critical  for  the  best 
handling.  This  should  be  between  28  and  36 
psi. 

ILLINOIS  TIPS 

I  read  your  Service  column  w  ith  sincere 
interest  eacii  month  but  haven't  seen  any- 
thing to  help  me  with  my  current  prob- 
lem-replacing mufflers  on  a  '73  Honda 
CB350  and  a  "72  CB450. 

Can  you  tell  me  how  I  might  detach  my 
current  deteriorated  mufflers  from  the  oth- 
erwise good  exhaust  pipes  and  replace 
with  a  suitable  muffler?  I'd  like  to  avoid  the 
high-priced,  complete  exhaust  pipe  and 
muffler  replacement  Honda  has  available. 

Any  info  or  any  place  you  can  direct  me 
for  this  would  be  appreciated.  I'm  looking 
for  a  more  economical  replacement  and 
the  size  and  length  is  secondary. 

C.A.  Rhine-s, 
O'Fallon,  111. 

There  are  several  possible  muffler  re- 
placements you  could  u.se.  in  particular 
those  made  by  Jardine.  MCM  or  Dunstall, 
but  we  couldn't  guarantee  whether  ihe.se 
would  be  available  from  a  local  dealer.  A  nd 
it  is  important  to  try  the  muffler  for  size 
before  you  buy.  So  that  cuts  out  mail  order 

We  suggest  you  contact  Russ  Johnson  at 
Nichols  Motorcycle  Supply  (4135  W.  126th 
St..  Chicago.  ///.  60658.  (800)323-4488). 
They  are  wholesale  suppliers  of  mufflers  in 
Illinois  and  should  be  able  to  put  you  onto 
the  nearest  dealer  with  a  wide  range  of 
stock. 

BIG  K  BREATHING 

I  own  a  '77  Kawasaki  Z 1000  with  an  RC 
4-inlo-l  pipe  and  a  Martek  440K  ignition. 
In  your  recent  articles  on  the  Dunstall 
Suzuki  and  the  750cc  Suzuki  endurance 
racer  you  sparked  a  desire  to  go  to 
Mikuni's  29mm  carburetors  with,  possibly, 
stacks. 

My  questions  are;  Do  you  think  the 
Kawasaki's  head  would  benefit  from  such 
a  modification  without  a  port  and  polish 
and  would  this  adversely  affect  low  speed 
and  mid-range  response  and  smoothness? 

I  read  somewhere  that  the  Z's  head 
seldom  needs  work  except  in  radical  modi- 
fications. Is  this  true  or  false? 

K.A.  Riley. 
Lincoln.  111. 

//;  .short,  the  answer  is  yes.  You  can  e.xpect 
a  marked  improvement  in  top-end  power  bv 
the  simple  replacement  of  the  stock  26mm 
Mikunis  on  the  17  KZIOOO  with  a  quartet 
of  29mm  Mikuni  smooth  bores,  particularly 
if  you  remove  the  air  intake  silencer  and 
filter  and  accordingly  jet  up  the  carburetors. 

Better  breathing  on  the  smooth  bores 
results  from  not  just  the  larger  throat  diame-> 


StoJ 

Whe€ 
Hop 

GET  A  SMOOTHER 
MORE  STABLE  RID! 
AT  HIGH  SPEEDS 

BALANCE  PLUS*  Internal  Tire  Balanct 
Puncture  Sealer  works  inside  your  motorc 
tire  (tube  or  tut>eless)  to  hydrodynamicalty 
ance  the  entire  rotating  wheel  unit  as  you  t 
Centrifugal  force  pushes  the  fluid  formul 
the  furthest  points  from  the  center  of  rotat 
The  result  is  a  smoother,  more  stable  r 
cooler  running  temperatures  and  longer 
life.      ^    BALANCE  PLUS^  works  c 
tinuousiy.  compensating 
tire  wear  and  road  ronditi( 
providing  balance  for  the 
of  your  tire. 

Plus  puncture  protecti 
BALANCE  PLUS*  ai 
matically  seals  most  pi 
'\.      tures  as  you  ride. 


"lus 


PIUS 

i  INTERNA).  „ 
TWE  BAIAWCE* 
PUNCTURE  SSAUK 


SEND  S0« 
FOR  PRODUl 
EVALUATIO 
LITERATUB 
AND  DECA 

ADVANCED 
CYCLE  PRODUCT 
3633  W.  MacArthur  E 
Suite  410,  Dept.  B 
Santa  Ana,  CA  927 
(714)  549-8707 
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Something  Special  For  Ctiristmas? 

.  . .  Got  It! 


)-9400  M/C  Gauntlet 


Finest  heavy  duty  coated  nylon  con- 
struction. 

High  pile  acrylic  lining. 
Maximizes  cold  weather  riding 
comfort. 

Machine  washable. 


C-9500  Fanny  Pack 


•  Finest  Quality  Nylon  Construction. 

•  Fits  so  comfortably,  you  won  t 
even  know  its  there! 

•  Can  be  used  to  carry  tools, 
gloves,  etc 

•  Folds  compactly  and  completely 

•  Machine  washable. 


** 

CASTRE 


Ml  Castre  Motorcycle  Products  available  at  participating  Castre  dealers  or  through  Casire  Inc.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


CASTRE INCORPORATED 
836  FLORY  MILL  ROAD 
LANCASTER,  PENNSYLVANIA  1 7601 


Step  in,  dress  up, 

and  move  out! 


1 


Announcing  the  Castre' 

Touring/Road  Racing  Boot 


The  Castre  Touring/Road  Racing  Boot  is 
almost  4"  taller  than  most  comparable  boots,  giving 
you  the  rider  greater  protection  against  abrasion 
and  wind  (14"  High  Boot) 

A  specially  designed  ankle  and  instep  area 
allows  maximum  comfort  in  either  touring  or  road 
racing  positions 

And  when  you  step  off  the  track,  you  can 
wear  your  pant  legover  the  top,  because  the  Castre 
Touring/Road  Racing  Boot  is  sleek  and  stylish 
enough  to  wear  as  a  dress  boot. 

Made  of  finest  cowhide  with  a  lightweight 
composition  sole  and  brass  zipper  Of  course  the 
Castre  Touring/Road  Racing  Boot  is  competitively 
priced  also. 

So  ask  your  dealer  for  the  Castre  Touring/ 
Road  Racing  Boot. 

Then  step  in.  dress  up,  and  move  out! 


C-2200 

Touring/Road  Racing  Boot 


CASTRE INCORPORATED 
836  FLORY  MILL  ROAD 
LANCASTER.  PENNSYLVANIA  17601 


All  Castre  Motorcycle  Products  available  at  participating  Castre  dealers  or  through  Casire  Inc  .  Lancaster,  Pa 


MOTORCYCLE  MECHANIC 

AMQ  "THE  CALIFORNIA  SCHOOL  OF 
MIVIO    THE  PROFESSIONALS" 


AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS,  INC. 


GO  WITH  THE  WINNERS! 

If  you're  serious  about  becoming  a  top-notch 
motorcycle  mechanic  you'll  want  the  best  possible 
training  available.  You  can't  afford  second  best 
and  neither  can  we.  If  you  think  you  have  what  it 
takes  to  become  a  fttafctuttuU . . . 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-423-4678 

Calif.  Residents  Call  Collect  (213)  944-01 23 


OR  MAIL  COUPON  ■ 


□  RESIDENCE  SCHOOL    □  HOME  STUDY 

AMERICAN  MOTORCYCLE  SCHOOLS 
1002S  Shoemaker  Ave.  •  Santa  Fe  Spgs,  Ca  90670 


NAME. 


ADDRESS . 


.AGE. 


Street 


MAKE  A  FORTUNE 
WITH  COOKIES 


tU  (k^iwX  COOZIE  COACH 

has  revolutionized  the 
booming  cookie  industry. 

Sell  heavenly,  mouth  watering  giant  size  cookies 
chock  full  of  natural  healthy  ingredients  by  the 
thousands  in  high  traffic  locations  with  our  revolu- 
tiorwry  marketing  plan  through  many  retail  outlets 
we  turn  over  to  you. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES  mz:  "are  domg  monstrous  bus- 
iness." 

ADVERTISING  AGE  aez:  "Cookie  gobblers  are 
going  hog  wild." 

Featured  on  rational  T.V,  r>ews  shows.  Proven  succ- 
ess formula.  Talk  to  delighted  owr>ers.  Ideal  for  hus- 
band/wife team  or  absentee  owr>er.  $25,000  needed. 
No  baking.  No  experience  needed,  we  train  you  & 
provide  you  with  a  complete  turnkey  business  which 
can  earn  you  gtant  profits  Call  our  24hr.  toll  free 
no.  for  hterature. 

800-327-9191  EXT.  669 

FLA:  800-432-7999  EXT.  669 


Or  write:  Cookie  Coach,  Adv.  Oiv. 

2465  Stirling  fM  .  Ft.  Lauderdale.FL.  33312 


;  plHMw:  MM  cod.  ( 


ter.  There's  a  packing  piece  inside  the  throt- 
tle slides  that  minimizes  the  interruptions  in 
air  flow  found  on  the  conventional  Mikunis. 
However  there 's  a  catch  if  you  want  to  use 
the  bike  on  the  road.  The  smooth  bores  have 
elementary  idling  circuitry  since  thev  are 
specifically  designed for  wide  open  perform- 
ance. But  if  you  can  handle  the  lumpy 
metering  at  town  speeds,  go  ahead. 

A  more  elegant  alternative  is  open  to  you, 
though.  You  can  use  the  28mm  Mikuni 
carburetors  fitted  to  the  pre-KZ900  models 
and  the  '79  KZIOOO.  Much  of  the  restriction 
in  top-end  power  on  these  models  is  caused 
by  the  air  intake  so  if  you  use  the  recali- 
brated 28mm  curbs  with  stacks  you  'II  get  the 
best  of  both  worlds— performance  and 
manners. 

The  head  on  the  KZIOOO  is  more  than 
adequate  for  road  use.  It's  only  when  you 
want  it  to  breath  the  amount  of  air  that 
3/mm  CR  Keihins  can  fiow  for  racing  that 
modifying  the  porting  shows  gains. 

TRADE,  NOT  TRICK 

I  wish  to  get  more  travel  out  of  my 
Yamaha  DT250's  shocks.  I  only  want 
about  2  in.  more  travel  and  I  don't  really 
want  to  get  a  new  swing  arm. 

I  would  like  to  make  the  250  into  a  400, 
but  don't  want  to  replace  the  engine.  The 
only  differences  other  than  the  bore  and 
stroke  are  the  alternator  and  ignition. 

The  250  uses  a  magneto  and  the  400  uses 
a  CDI  system.  Do  I  have  to  make  these 
changes  or  are  my  systems  sufficient?  To 
save  the  expense  of  making  a  400  how 
could  I  get  optimum  performance  from  a 
250  engine? 

Can  I  bore  out  a  250?  What  kind  of 
carburetor  and  expansion  chambers,  etc. 
can  I  use? 

M.  Kwazinski, 
Chicago.  111. 

We  hate  to  w  this  but  the  amount  of 
time,  effort  and  money  that  you  'II  put  into 
improving  your  DT250  Yamaha  will  be 
much  greater  than  simply  trading  it  in  for  a 
DT400  model 

Projects  of  this  sort  inevitably  founder  in 
a  sea  of  hidden  rocks.  For  e.xample.  increas- 
ing the  rear  wheel  travel  will  provoke  prob- 
lems with  the  now  inadequate  front  fork,  so 
that  will  have  to  be  uprated.  And  the  sim- 
ilarities between  the  250  and  the  400  are 
more  subtle  than  you  might  imagine.  We 
know  people  who've  tried  it  the  hard  way. 
Believe  us,  it  doesn 't  pay  off. 

YAMAHA  ECONOMY 

1  am  writing  you  regarding  the  optimal 
engine  rpm  for  mileage,  driveability  and 
prolonged  engine  life  for  my  '78  Yamaha 
XS750E.  I  have  heard  several  theories  on 
this  subject,  but  would  like  your  opinion. 

One  theory  has  it  that  high  revs  are  best 
(over  5000)  for  normal  driving.  Proponents> 


^imichrome 
polis 

M  ,   k       America  s  No  1$« 

A//  ''''A'^      cycle  polish, 
.'a,' V/  H.  »  ported (rom Germ. 

y-rJ  /,!.  c.^^ii— . 


America's  No  1  se 

cycle  polish 
ported  from  Germi 
^  Excellent  for  oh 
^    num.  mognes 
chrome  -  all  me 


Available  at  your  favorite  cycle 
shop  If  not.  order  direct  - 

$2  25  per  tube  J  for  $6  50 


DEAIBH:  Wftte  (or 
FREE  lonvJle. 


COMPETITION  CHEMICALS  • 
P.O.  Box  141  •  Iowa  Foils,  lowo  S 


A  REMARKABLE 
NEW  CHESS  MACHINE 


CYBERCHESS  Far  superior  to  $300  com- 
puters. Experts  call  it  ingenious.  Plays 
and  teaches.  Guaranteed  to  ignite  your 
game.  Under  $35.  Write  for  literature. 

CYBERCHESS,  Dept.  337. 17517  Fabrica  Way 
P.O.  Box  2066.  Cerritos,  CA.  90701 


WINDJAMMERIV 


TOTAL  PMa  maUDES:       ,  < 
HARDWARE  &  SHIPPING  ^.  _ 

FOP  VINTS.  STUPING,  1.IGHTE«.  STANDAKO  EQUIP. 
OPTIONS:        HOIINS  S2195  .  QUA«TZ  UOHT  $JI.9S 

.  COlOil  MATCH  S6V«] 
LOWERS:  ISniPINO  INCl)  S«»95  .  COlOil  MATCH  V9.9 
TO  0«D«  STAtt  YEAH.  A«AHE   MODtt,  OfllONS  i.  COIOI 
I  SEND  CHKK  or  MONEY  0«OEK  |  CA   HES   INCl  6%  SAIES  TAX 

PARTS  UNLIMITED  Dept.W 
13273  GLENOAKS,  SYLMAR,  CA.  91342 

Creilit  Carii  Orilers  Phone:  213/781^82 


BEAD  AHEBICA'S 
NUMBERl 
NON-SELLEB 


li 


Not 

for  sale  in  f 
any  book 

store!  Not  avculable  at  any  price!  The  new 
Consumer  Information  Catedog! 

It's  the  free  booklet  that  lists  over  200 
helpful  Federal  publications;  more  than  ha 
free.  On  topics  like  home  repairs.  Money 
management.  Nutrition.  Information  that 
couldlielp  you  to  a  better  way  of  life. 

To  get  your  free  copy,  just  write: 

DEPT.E  FOEBLO,  COLORADO  aiOOT 


General  Services  Acimiruslration 
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Cl.i 


Kawasaki  KX80,  Suzuki  RM80,  and  Yamaha 


■  Mini-motocrossers. 
both  machines  and 
their  operators,  are  a 
specialized  field.  The 
bikes  are  race  bikes, 
the  riders  are  racers, 
and  both  bikes  and 
riders  are  small  and 
fierce.  Last  year  we 
did  a  group  test  of 
motorcycles  for  kids, 
mostly  to  parents  who'd  be  picking  out  i 
rug-rat's  first  motor  vehicle.  We  delibd 
ately  kept  away  from  the  motocross  biW 
because  they  are  powerful  and  fast  and  i 
suited  for  nov  ices  on  the  trail  or  the  neigi 
borhot)d  vacant  lot. 

We've  been  catching  llak  ever  siiYi 
read  about  how  the  vouth  of  Anui 
osing  the  ability  to  put  pen  to  papr| 
believe  it.  You've  been  told  U 


^^^^  i — .-    


test  address 


MENT. 


Then  we  engineered  the  suspension  to 
satch.  In  front,  you'll  find  low-stiction,  adjustable 
-■-forks.  And  the  rear  shocks  can  be  adjusted  in 
Illy  a  few  seconds.  To  a  total  of  30  different  combi- 
fBtions  of  compression  damping,  rebound  damp- 
g,  and  spring  preload. 

The  V-rated  tires  are  tubeless,  with  a  special 
sad  pattern  designed  especially  for  the  CBX.  The 
sack  highlighted  aluminum  alloy  ComStar'"  wheels 
ave  triple  discs.  And  the  superb  cornering  clear- 
mce  lets  you  get  the  most  out  of  the  suspension. 

Now  then.  About  the  engine.  Volumes  have 
een  written  about  it,  but  they  can  all  be  summed 
o  in  one  word:  More. 

Because  this  is  a  1047  cc  DOHC  Six.  With  a 
high-performance  Pentroof" head.  Four 
valves  to  the  cylinder.  And  a  big-bore,  short- 

i 


stroke  design  that  takes  the  red  line  a  lot  higher. 

With  six  28  mm  constant-velocity  carburetors 
and  an  accelerator  pump,  you  get  instant  throttle 
response.  The  pointless  inductive  ignition  delivers 
red-hot  sparks  right  on  cue.  And  the  five-speed 
transmission  shifts  cnsp  and  easy. 

The  CBX. 

It  says  more  about  its  rider  than  any  other 

motorcycle  in  the  world. 

To  some  people,  it  may  seem  like  too  much?^ 
But  once  you  really  get  to  know  the  CBX, 

nothing  else  will  ever  be  quite  enough. 

fOLLOW  THE  LEADER. 


ALWAYS  WEAR  A  HELMET  AND  EYE  PROTECTION  WHEN 
RIDING.  Specifications  and  availability  subject  to  change. 
©1979  American  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Inc. 

For  a  free  brochure,  see  your  Honda  Dealer. 

Or  write:  American  Honda  Motw.Co.,  Inc., 

Dept.  CW119,  Box  50,  Gardena,  California  90247. 


It's  packed  with  big  b<ke 
accessories  from  Vetter, 
Bosch.  Lockhorl. 
MCM.  Airtjn.  SAW, 
ond  Leother  WDfVs 
plus  many  more 
Post  dedverv  ar>d. 
erf  course,  monov 
bock  guotanteed' 

$2.00      ^  _  ICUPSEUNKtAO 

Five  sepofofe  compaftments 
100%  water  resistant  cordura 
Map  pocket,  detoctiobie  belt  pock 
and  2-vrt3v  zippers  Red,  Blue  Block 

$49.95. 

Order  Toll  Free.  1-800-426-2783 

Enclosed  is  S   tor  (   |  Cataloo(9)  ot  S2  00.  ond/w  Eclipse 

tank  Bog  at  S49  9i  State  Coiot  

□  Money  Order  Q  Moster  Chorge  Q  VISA  Q  Cosh 


Ex  Dote . 


CiN'State'So  . 


Coupon  f^^ust  Accompany  Ofdef 
(2061  285-2660  DEPT  CW  1221  DEXTEf?  AVE  N  SEAHIE  VW  98109 


CYCLES  &  CARS 

Parts  &  Accessories 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Largest  Parts  and  Accessories 
warehouse  in  the  Midwest 
Send  $1.50  for  Parts  &  Accessory  Catalog 

Refund  with  purchase  over  $10. 

CARR'S  HONDA 

6800  N.  Clark 
Chicago,  I L  60626  312-274-7777 
State  Model  Year  &  Serial  # 


BELi; 

HBLMBTS^ 


;SHOEI> 


TOTALPRICES  —  WE  PAY  SHIPPING 
Send  check  or  money  order  —  No  COD's 
Slate  Style,  Size  (Bell  6V4-7V.  -  Stioei  XS,  S,  M  L,  XL)  and 
1st-2nd  Color  Choice  Calif  Res  add  6%  tax 

RT  MAG  II  STAR  120  MOTO  STAR  II 
$47.95    $67.95      $75.95     $75.95  SB3.95 


ZG  S-20  S-12  S-25  S-30 
$99.95    S49.95      $69.95     $49.95  $114.95 

PARTS  UNLIMITED  13273  Glenoaks  Blvd. 
Dept.  WSylmar.  CA  91342  213/781-3B28 


HORSEPOWER  TO  WIN 


Honda,  Sportster.  Kawasaki,  etc. 

No  one  makes  a  taster  cam 

RAVESI  RACING  CAMS 

Wyman  Rd.,  Billerica,  MA  01821 
Tel:  617;663-3733  —  sot  for  catalog. 


-mm 

900S.S.— SOO  SPORT 
DESMO  SINGLES  PARTS 
CONTININTAL  MOTOSPORT  INC. 

4730  Bourque  Bl  ,  CW12  Rock  Forest.  Que., 

Canada  JOB-2J0  819-562-0233  Catalog  $1 


OOOSflHBKMCrtHHMHMOOOOOOOfiHCHCHM 

390  PAGE  CATALOG— $5.00 
•  ACCESSORIES  • 
*  PARTS  •  MANUALS  • 

A...,.^/    MOTORCYCLE  SUPPLY 
TRIANGLE   6016  W.  OlvsrMy  Av«. 

Chicago,  III.  60639 
9  24  Hr.  T«l.  S«r.  CALL  (312)  237-1117 

«»aaooo«««««a»««ottoo«a«««CHa 

100/CYCLE  WORLD 


Accessory  House   98 

Advanced  Cycle  Products  102 

American  Honda  11-15.  51-55 

American  M/C  Institute  71-73 

American  M/C  Mechanics  School   100 

American  M/C  School  104 

Arai  Helmets  87 

Bent  Bike    106 

BMW  Motorcycles  44-45 

Brooks  Leathers   100 

Brown's  Plating  Service  17 

Capital  Cycle   105 

Carb  Stix   93 

Carl's  Honda  106 

Carr's  Honda   106 

Castre  103 

Circle  Industries  18 

Competition  Chemicals   104 

Continental  Motosport  106 

Cookie  Coach   104 

Crawford  House   93 

Cyberchess  104 

Cycle  City   106 

Cycle  Salvage  93 

Damart  Thermawear  8 

Datsun   20-21 

Drager's   106 

Etalon  Company  105 

Ford  Truck   63 

Frank's   106 

Arthur  Fulmer  97 

Grand  Prix  Motocross    93 

Harley-Davidson    32-33 

Hi-Q  Products  9 

Honda  of  MIneola  101 

Hooker  Headers  99 

Kal-Gard   10 

Kawasaki   19,  78-79 

Langlitz  Leathers  106 

H.  D.  Lee   84 

Lee's  Rider  &  Cycle  18 

D.  Lewis  Ltd  105 

Marlboro  Cigarettes  Cover  4 

Newport  Cigarettes  80 

Norfolk  M/Cs   106 

North  American  School   102 

Outrider   100 

Parts  Unlimited  104,  106 

Phantom  Rider  16 

Polyglycoat   77 

Powroll  Performance   102 

RC  Engineering  (regional)  90-91 

Racer  s  Supply    106 

Ravesi  Racing  Cams   1 06 

R.  J.  Reynolds /Brookwood  (regional)  90-91 

R.  J.  Reynolds/Real   22 

Road  Rider   106 

Ross-Seeley  Racing  106 

Scott  USA  4 

S.E.V./Cibie   60 

Stick-em  Up   18 

Toyota   31 

Triangle  Supply  106 

U.  S.  Suzuki    7,  64-65,  94-95 

Vetter  Fairings   Cover  3 

Western  Cycle  Products  59 

World  Class  Products  102 

Yamaha  Cover  2,  82-83,  89,  92 

Yoshimura   105 


rOIKINOBTrBJUlK 

FhM  fork  tubas,  aprlnga,  caMaa, 
bracM,  hoaaa,  kicktlandi.  Any 
langth.  Including  stock  and  undor. 
Pracltlon  machinod  from  ultra- 
tonically  tsslsd  ats«l.  Easy  to 
Install,  complsta  kits. 
312-M9-6792. 

PRANK  M^PItnor, 

Evanston.  IL  60202 


Road  Rider  magazi 


for  tke  I 


ourinq  motorcqcl 


$15  for  12  issues,  or  $1.50 

I for  sample  copy  to:  RR, 
P.O.  Box  678,  Dept.  W, 
Soutti  Laguna,  CA  92677 


I 


BSA  Parts 

Kawasaki  Parts 

SHIPPED  SAME  DAY 
NORFOLK  Box  81,  Rte  lA 

MOTORCYCLES    Norfolk,  MA  020E 
Call  (617)  384-7 


BENT  BIKE 
MOTORCYCLE  SALVAG 
Now  Wrecking  2000  Cycles 
Send  $1.00  for  Catalog  to: 
Bent  Bike  Motorcycle  Salvage 
21808  Hwy.  99  Edmonds,  WA  98C 


&   

I 

Parts.  Mail  Order  Service  Worldwide 

1010 Sunrise  Hlghway^^  | 
Amilyville,  NY  11701  PVOI  C  PlTVl 
Call  516  842  5771       U  I  ULC  Ul  I  I  I 


THE  FINEST  MOTORCYCLE  ClOTHII 

IN  THE  WORLD     The  fmest  custom 
made  leathers  for 
pleasure  or  sport  r 
Factory  direct  onl 
Catalog  available. 

Sandtl.OOfwNPM  CAT( 
IRafund  on  fim  mlef 

2443  S.E.  DIVISION,  PORTLAND.  ORE. 97 


m 


CARL'S  HOND/ 

D/v.  of  Ctrf's  Motorcircf*  5«f*s 
0v«r  50  Yurs  ot  Servlcf 

24  HOUR  COMPUTERi: 
Li  ■-"        "  PARTS  AND  ACCESSORIES  SI 
CATALOGS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ANY  HONDi 


TOLL  FREE 

e^;t;;5;  800-221-7508 


ROS&SEELEY  RAONG  CO. 

Road  racing  and  caft  racing  equipment  for 
discerning  rider  desiring  the  best  available  R 
sets,  clip  ens.  fairings.  Seeley  frame  kits 
Honda  CB750  and  F  Send  $2  00  for  catalog 
Norton         Ducati         Seeley  Coti 
Read-Tilan       John  Tickle  Triumpl 
Mont  Vernon  St.,  Milford.  N.  H.  030 
1-603-673-6334 


ROAD  RACERS  —  CAFE  RACI 
R0350/400,  Honda.  Kiw.  Suz  ft  o« 

Road  Race/Cafe  fairings,  seats,  tanks,  pipes, 
RR  boots  &  gloves.  Special  t( 
hardware,  racing  brake 
many  other  hard  to  find 

New  1979  Catalog 

Racers  Supply,  0*| 
6059  Van  Nuys  Blvd.,  VN,  CA. 


Illustration  by  BUI  I 

Ci  aerial 


is  theory  claim  the  following: 
Faster  circulation  of  oil,  thereby  elim- 
ng  hot  spots  in  the  engine  and  reduc- 
iverall  temperature  of  the  engine. 
Higher  volumetric  flow  of  air  through 
ngine  and  therefore  a  "breathing 
ng  efTect." 

Piston  speeds  more  appropriately 
fi  flame  propagation  speeds  there- 
reducing  and  lugging  detonation 
eking). 

le  other  theory  says  that  you  should 
or  run  the  engine  at  the  lowest  rpm 
ble  without  lugging  the  engine.  In  my 
with  a  three-cylinder  750cc  four- 
e.  an  rpm  around  3500  to  4000. 
oponents  of  this  theory  state  that  it  is 
to  avoid  needless  high  engine  revs.  If 
;ngine  isn't  under  load,  keep  the  en- 
revs  down.  The  theorists  claim: 
The  higher  the  rpm,  the  higher  the 
n  and  bearing  speeds  resulting  in 
•.  Also  piston  travel  increases. 
Higher  engine  revs  cause  greater 
ition  which  is  annoying  and  can  be 
aging. 

n  sure  you've  had  this  letter  before  but 
I't  find  it  in  the  past  couple  of  year's 
s.  I  don't  expect  a  magic  answer. 

C.  Scott 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 
'lere  can  be  no  hard  and  fast  rules  when 
g  to  obtain  the  maximum  mileage  and 
'rom  engines  since  they  can  he  so  vari- 
in  construction  and  character  For  ex- 
le,  you  couldn 't  apply  the  same  riding 
liques  to  a  I25cc  two-stroke  as  you 
'da  1 200cc four-stroke  V-Twin. 
He  best  way  to  run  your  Yamaha  is  to 
it  as  though  you  were  breaking  it  in. 
means  running  the  engine  at  as  light  a 
as  possible  never  using,  say,  more  than 
throttle  except  when  you  need  hard 
leration  for  overtaking, 
■nee  your  engine  produces  mare  torcjue 
gher  revs  (the  max  is  6500  rpm) you  will 
'fit  from  running  it  to  around  5000  or 
)  when  going  up  through  the  gears  as 
osed  to  lugging  it.  Nothing  will  be 
ed (except  thrills)  from  taking  to  the  red 
because  although  the  engine  is  making 
e  power  it's  in  fact  le.is  efficient  on  fuel, 
is  important  to  use  the  gearbox  to  keep 
engine  spinning.  If  you  don't  get  re- 
ise  from  a  properly  tuned  engine  then 
<ige  down  a  gear,  it'll  run  much  more 
lomically. 

'owever,  the  speed  at  which  you  cruise 
^reeway  depends  on  whether  you  want  to 
for  the  extra  fuel  that  high  speeds 
and.  Running  at  higher  revs  will  only 
r  out  you  and  the  engine  prematurely, 
s  a  postscript,  we  once  saw  an  engine 
iped  that  looked  as  if  it 'd  never  been  run. 
could  still  see  the  machining  on  the 
ons  after  6(X)0  miles.  The  reason?  The 
er  had  never  taken  it  over  4000  rpm  and 
?r  run  it  hard.  H 


WINNERS  PICK  WINNERS 


WE  BUILD  TO  WIN! 


^7 


WORLD'S  LEADER  IN 
4  STR0KE  RACING  EQUIPMENT 


YOSHIMURA  4  INTO  1  EXHAUST  SYSTEMS 

Kawasaki  KZ1000  . 159.95  (black).  179.95  (chrome) 
Suzuki  GS1000  . . .  165.00  (black).  185.00  (chrome) 
SEND  $3  FOR  OUR  1979/80  COLOR  CATALOG 

aOSHIMUftA 

SPECIAL  THANKS  TO:  5517  Cleon  Anue 

Suzuki,  ND  Plugs,  Bel-Ray,         North  Hollywood,  OA  91601 
Kal-Gard,  KYB  Shocks        (213)985-2331  Telex  662-481 


GENUINE 

BMW  PARTS 

onn/  nEc  CURRENT 

bUTu  Ull  DEALER  LIST 

Price  List  upon  request. 
Parts  shipped  anywiiere. 

CAPITAL  CYCLE 
CORPORATION 

2328  Champlain  SL,  N.W. 
Washington,  DC  20009 
phone  (202)  387-7360 


PENNZOIL  RACE  APPAREL 

MfcN  Sroyditiiue  lOO".  nylon  RACING  JACKET  Refl/Biue. 

Yellow  stripes  wilh  color  emblems 

-Unline<)-$18,«8 

MEN'S  RACING  JACKET  with 

full  pile  lining    $24  86 

Have  your '  FIRST  NAME  " 

emproiOerefl  on  jacket  ■  add  ti  OQ 

MEN  ST-SHIRT-Blue.  Red  or 

Vellow,  100%  cotton— color 

emblems  — $4.08 

ColorlulBELTBUCKLE- 

embroidered  leather 

over  steel  SS.88 

Royal  Blue  CAP  with  your 

"FIRST  NAME"embroide 
—one  size  tits  all-  $4.50 
•Indicate  si?es  lb  M  L  or  XLi'' 
lor  each  item,  and  color 
ORDER  NOW!  Send  checK  or  moQ 
order  to  ETALON.  11213 
Washington  Place  Culver  City, 
90230  ■Telephone  213-397-146 
Add  $1  50  per  order  for  shippin^l 
Ca'il  residents  add  6%  sales  U«  ' 

•  Cteilil  Card  Orderi  -  Cill  Toll  Free* 
i  eoa-854-2003  (In  Calil  1-800-522-1500) 


JOIN  THE  LEADERS  IN  COLORFUL 


D.  Lewis,  the  world's  largest  mail  order  motor  cycle  ■ 
clothing  specialists  offer  you  fine  quality  at  I 
dollar  saving  prices.  Huge  stock  ensures  rapid  delivery.  I 
Buy  direct  from  the  most  famous  suppliers  of  them  all.  I 
Send  $1.00  for  your  copy  of  'The  Colourful  World  of  I 
Lewis  Leathers".  A  must  for  all  motor  cycle  sports  I 
14  day  express  service  on  Lewis  Leathers  CUSTOM  I 
MADE  racing  clothing  and  motor  cycle  jackets  and  I 
jeans.  Huge  range  of  exciting  colours  now  available.  I 
Top  stars  and  riders  all  over  the  I 
world  ride  in  Lewis  Leathers.  ^^f?^  1 

]  To:  D.  LEWIS  LTD.  (Dept.  CW).  120/122  Great  I 
,  Portland  Street.  London,  W1A2DL,  England.  I 
I  Please  send  new  catalogue  by  return.  I  enclose  $1 .00. 1 

'  Name   I 

I  Address  I 


SUPER 

COLOR  CATALOG 

Save  moneyl  Top  quality 
motor  cycle  and  high  speed 
clothing  with  carriage  paid 
dollar  prices  clearly 
marked. 
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MEW  IDEAS 


WHITE  BROS.  KLX  250  SPEED  PARTS 

are  available.  Want  more  information? 
White  Bros.  Cycle  Specialties,  CW-12. 


Vhite  Bros,  has  developed  three  differ- 
engine  kits  for  the  KLX  250.  Separate 
ces  including  exhaust  pipes,  silencers, 
buretors,  big  bore  kits  and  head  porting 


II6II-M  Salinaz  Dr.. 
Calif.  92643 


Garden  Grove. 


HYDRON  GRADIENT  TINT 
SHIELD 

National  Hydron's  MXL  scratch-resis- 
tant and  Hydron  anti-fog  face  shields,  are 
now  available  with  a  gradient  tint.  Price  is 
approximately  $1  more  than  that  for  a 
standard  clear  or  full-tint  MXL  or  Hydron 
treated  shield.  Available  for  most  major 
brand  helmets  at  motorcycle  dealers  or 
contact  National  Hydron  lnc.,CW-IZ. 
1764  Rohrerstown  Road,  P.O.  Box  222, 
East  Petersburg.  Pa.  17520.  Phone  (717) 
569-8711 


NMRA  RULES  BOOK 

rhe  National  Motorcycle  Racing  Asso- 
tion  has  finalized  the  1980  Rules  Book 

distribution  November  I,  1979.  The 
Dk  has  been  compiled  by  experts  in  the 
Id  of  motorcycle  drag  racing  and  is  a 
ist  item  for  the  competitor  and  enthusi- 

involved  in  motorcycle  drag  racing, 
ntact  NMRA.  CW-12.  RO.  Box  1320, 
rk.  Penn.  17405 


MOTORCYCLE 
Drag  Racing  Rules 


LARGE  SHELL  SCOTT  BOOTS 

Scott's  large  shell  plastic  boots  are  fi- 
nally available.  The  medium  size  has  been 
on  the  market  for  almost  a  year.  The  large 
shell  accommodates  feet  in  sizes  1 1,  12  and 
13.  Like  the  medium  shell  jobs,  outside 
dimensions  are  the  same  for  the  three  sizes, 
and  fitting  is  accomplished  with  high  den- 
sity foam  liners.  See  any  Scott  dealer  for 
more  information. 


CLARK'S  3.2  GAL.  HONDA 
CR250  TANK 

This  new  tank  has  an  O-ring  sealed  cap, 
uses  the  standard  Honda  petcock.  and 
bolts  directly  to  the  stock  mounts  in  less 
than  10  min.  It  is  constructed  from  Phillips 
crosslinkable  polyethylene  plastic  and 
available  in  red,  white,  blue,  orange, 
yellow,  silver,  or  green.  The  large  CR 
Honda  tank  maintains  the  distinctive 
Honda  shape  and  comes  with  a  one  year 
guarantee.  Check  your  local  dealer  or  con- 
tact Clarke  Manufacturing  Co.,  CW-12, 
Rt.  I.  Box  576,  Mulino,  Ore.  97042.  Phone 
(503)  829-2156 
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Mn traducing  Quicksilver^ 

\lt's  fast,  functional  and  flashy  -  with  a  lightweight  design  per- 
\fectly  matched  for  the  400cc  to  650cc  bike. 

The  slender  Quicksilver  measures  a  narrow    ■  Tmm  T._rif  ■  ■ 

125  inches  across.  Its  total  weight,  a  light  16  f|j    M  ilG    floCIf  ClOlf 
:i  pounds.  Yet  Quicksilver  still  pro-         ^  mmm"  j~\ 
/vides  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  rider  g\f  \l\liW\€ii0^Wt%Wlt\^ir  Cf%Mf^^ 
^protection  Windjammer  "affords.  MM  MM  M%Mj€MMMtttt%SM  V.i/fff» 

And  whether  you  re  freeway  TU^  N^W  FSSt  FalHnal 
)commuting  or  carving  up  a  country   ■  ■  ■  w    aw^ww   m  C  ■  wgJ         cr  * 

iroad,  Quicksilver  delivers  the  same  road-tough  durability  that  makes 

/Windjammer  today's  most  respected  touring  fairing. 

Quicksilver.  Built  for  the  pure  fun  of  road-riding,  yet  loaded  with 

:i  practical  features.  Like  frame  mounting  for  better  ride  stability,  double 

ttonneau  storage  with  detachable  covers,  and  black-accent  turn  signals 

-  —  all  standard. 

Then  there's  the  famous  quality  Vetter  finish,  complete  hardware 
ywith  instructions  for  easy  mounting,  and  our  surprisingly  thrifty  price. 

Check  out  Quicksilver     coming  soon  to  your  local  dealer.  Because 
\finally  there's  a  sport  fairing  for  the  mid-size  bike. 

And  it's  built  by  the  makers  of  Windjammer. 
\For  more  information  write:  Vetter  Corp.,  Rantoul,  Illinois  61866. 


=  tiFTXer    THE  FINEST.  ALWAYS  WILL  BE. 


®1979  Vetter  Corp  c 


.  MarlDoro 


1 


« A  c  I  o  A  n  c  1 


Famous  Marlboro  Red  and  Marlboro  Li 
ay  you  gel  a  lot  to  like. 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


Lights:  12  mg  "tar;*  0.8rmg  nicotine— Kings;  17mg"i^' 
Q  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette.  FTC  Report  May  78  X 


I'.ed  material 


c  Lorillard,  U.S.A..  1979 


Alive 
with  pleasure! 


isn't  a  pleasure, 
u/hy  bother? 


Warning:  The  Surgeon  General  Has  Determined 
That  Cigarette  Smoking  Is  Dangerous  to  Your  Health. 


Box:  17  mg.  "tar",  1.2  mg.  nicotine;  Kings:  18  mg.  "tar".  1.3  mg.  nicotine; 
lOO's:  19  mg.  "tar".  1.4  mg.  nicotine  av.  per  cigarette.  FTC  Report  May  1976. 


Another  Step  Up  For  the 
High-Rolling  BMW  Owner 


■  BMWs  have  al- 
ways had  a  reputation 
for  utility,  a  reputa- 
tion with  few  detrac- 
tors and  a  reputation 
which  appeals  to  a 
small  group  of  liercely 
loyal  owners.  In  years 
past-  long  past  there 
was  little  else  about  a 
BMW  to  appeal  to  most  riders  and  BMWs 
were  considered  good  for  long-distance 
louring  and  for  dragging  around  sidecars. 
Period. 

That's  changed  due  to  very  conscien- 
tious changes  BMW  has  made  to  its  mo- 
torcycles. Beginning  with  the  first  S.  or 
Sport,  models  more  than  15  years  ago. 
BMW  has  ever  .so  slowly  turned  the  vener- 
able flat  Twin  from  a  workhorse  into  not  a 
race  horse,  but  a  fast  trotter.  Every  couple 
of  years  a  little  more  horsepower  is  milked 
out  of  the  old  Twin.  Ten  years  ago  the 
Earles  forks  gave  way  to  the  long-travel 
telescopic  forks.  Most  interestingly,  the 
biggest  BMWs  haven't  gotten  any  lighter 
but  have  gained  less  weight  than  other  big 
bikes  and  in  the  process  have  gone  from 
being  considered  heavy  bikes  Ip  being 
considered  light  bikes.  Fifteen  years  ago 


C'i'<7t'  HorlJ  commented 
on  the  heavy  BMW  R6*^S 
w  hich  wciehed  450  lb.  Today 
the  RIOORT  weighs  550  lb. 
with  fairing  and  saddlebags 
and  it's  a  lightweight  thousand. 

It's  also  the  heaviest,  flashiest, 
most  expensive  BMW  available. 

For  being  a  new  model,  there  is  liiile 
about  the  RIOORT  that  hasn't  been  seen 
before.  For  the  most  part  it's  made  from 
existing  parts  or  new  parts  seen  on  all  the 
I9'^9  BMW's  such  as  the  new  ignition 
points  housing  and  new  cush  driveshafi. 
The  fairing  is  a  development  of  the 
RIOORS.  tile  saddlebags  are  standard 
Krauser  saddlebags  off"ered  as  BMW  ac- 
cessories before,  the  basic  bike  is  identical 
to  the  RIOORS  except  for  the  fairing  and 
heel-and-toe  rocker  shifter  which  is  new 
and  exclusive  to  the  RT. 

What  BMW  has  created  is  not  a  new 
motorcycle  to  compete  with  other  brand 
motorcycles,  but  another  step  up  for  tradi- 
tional BMW  bu)ers.  The  merits  and  the 
liabilities  of  traditional  BMW  design  re- 
main with  the  RT. 

Take  the  engine,  for  example.  It  has 
always  been  a  durable  engine.  smtH)th-for 
a  Twin  and  quiel  for  any  motorcycle.  Tho 
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